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Arlington National Cemetery worker was 'pushed aside' in Trump staff dispute but won't seek charges

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    JD Vance, asked about a Trump campaign incident at Arlington National Cemetery, instead focused on the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan calling Kamala Harris "disgraceful" for not firing anyone for service member's deaths. "She can go to hell."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- An Arlington National Cemetery official was "abruptly pushed aside" in an altercation with former President Donald Trump's staff during a wreath-laying ceremony to honor service members killed in the Afghanistan War withdrawal, but she declined to press charges, an Army spokesman said Thursday.
The Army spokesman said the cemetery employee was trying to make sure those participating in the wreath-laying ceremony earlier this week were following the rules, which "clearly prohibit political activities on cemetery grounds."
"This employee acted with professionalism and avoided further disruption," the statement said. "This incident was unfortunate, and it is also unfortunate that the ANC employee and her professionalism has been unfairly attacked." 
The incident was reported to the police, but because the employee decided not to press charges, the Army said it considered the matter closed.

    


The Trump campaign has been facing blowback since an NPR report said that two Trump campaign staff members on Monday had "verbally abused and pushed" aside a cemetery official who tried to stop them from filming and photographing in Section 60, the burial site for military personnel killed while fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq.




Federal law prohibits campaign or election-related activities within Army national military cemeteries. 
The Trump campaign has claimed the Republican presidential nominee's team was granted access to have a photographer and has contested the allegation that a campaign staffer pushed a cemetery official.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump visited the venerable cemetery on Monday at the invitation of surviving family members to mark the third anniversary of the suicide bombing at the Kabul airport, which killed 13 American service members and more than 170 Afghans. Photos of the visit showed Trump standing by the graves with a thumbs-up next to relatives of Staff Sgt. Darin Taylor Hoover and Sgt. Nicole Gee. He also laid wreaths for Staff Sgt. Ryan Knauss, whose family was not present.

    


A video shared by Trump on TikTok also shows several clips of his visit to the cemetery. As a guitar strums in the background, there is a voiceover of the Republican nominee saying, "We lost great, great people. What a horrible day it was. We didn't lose one person in 18 months, and then they took over. That disaster, the leaving of Afghanistan."
Trump spent the third anniversary of the Aug. 26, 2021, attack tying his Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, to the chaos of the Afghanistan War withdrawal. He told an audience of National Guard members and their families in Detroit that the withdrawal was a "humiliation" and called the deadly attack "the most embarrassing day in the history of our country"
"Caused by Kamala Harris, Joe Biden, the humiliation in Afghanistan set off the collapse of American credibility and respect all around the world," Trump told an audience of about 4,000 in Michigan.
The family of a decorated Green Beret whose grave appeared in the photos of Trump's visit issued a statement expressing support for the families who lost loved ones in the Kabul airport bombing, but asking for understanding for the concerns from relatives of service members whose graves were near them.

    


"We hope that those visiting this sacred site understand that these were real people who sacrificed for our freedom and that they are honored and respected accordingly," said the statement, which was sent by the sister of Silver Star recipient Master Sgt. Andrew C. Marckesano on behalf of the family.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Master Sgt. Marckesano was deployed overseas six times.
A defense official, speaking to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter, said that the Trump campaign was warned about not taking photographs in Section 60 before their arrival and the altercation.
Trump's spokesperson Steven Cheung said the team had gotten permission for a photographer and disparaged the cemetery official as having clearly been "suffering from a mental health episode."

    


"The fact is that a private photographer was permitted on the premises and for whatever reason, an unnamed individual, clearly suffering from a mental health episode, decided to physically block members of President Trump's team during a very solemn ceremony," he said.
The Trump campaign posted a message signed by relatives of two of the service members killed in the bombing that said "the president and his team conducted themselves with nothing but the utmost respect and dignity for all of our service members, especially our beloved children."
Chris LaCivita, a top Trump campaign adviser, noted that Trump was there at the invitation of the families of the service members who were killed in the airport bombing. 
"For a despicable individual to physically prevent President Trump's team from accompanying him to this solemn event is a disgrace and does not deserve to represent the hollowed grounds of Arlington National Cemetery," he said in a written statement, misspelling the word hallowed. "Whoever this individual is, spreading these lies are dishonoring the men and women of our armed forces."

    


Michael Tyler, a spokesperson for Harris, said the reports of the altercation were "what we've come to expect from Donald Trump and his team."
"Donald Trump is a person who wants to make everything all about Donald Trump," Tyler said on CNN on Wednesday. "He's also somebody who has a history of demeaning and degrading military service members, those who have given the ultimate sacrifice."
Trump's running mate JD Vance was asked about the incident Wednesday at a campaign event in Erie, Pennsylvania, and said that "apparently somebody at Arlington Cemetery, some staff member, had a little disagreement with somebody" and "the media has turned this into a national news story."
He instead tried to focus on the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, calling Harris "disgraceful" for not firing anyone for the deaths of service members in the terror attack. "She can go to hell," Vance said.
The Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the attack.
A Pentagon investigation into the deadly attack concluded that the suicide bomber acted alone and that the deaths of more than 170 Afghans and 13 U.S. service members were not preventable. But critics have slammed the Biden administration for the catastrophic evacuation, saying it should have started earlier than it did.
___
Gomez Licon reported from Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-arlington-cemetery-altercation-18086b03bb1214bc9b6a23f2aaea1c98



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Justice Department watchdog finds flaws in FBI's reporting of sex crimes against children
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                    FILE - Disgraced former sports doctor Larry Nassar appears in court for a plea hearing, Nov. 22, 2017, in Lansing, Mich. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The FBI has failed to report some child sexual abuse allegations to local law enforcement or social service agencies despite changes prompted by its handling of the case against former USA Gymnastics team doctor Larry Nassar, according to a Justice Department watchdog report released Thursday. 
In a review brought on by the FBI's failures to promptly investigate Nassar, the inspector general's report raises concerns about other cases falling through the cracks as overworked agents handling suspected crimes against children juggle dozens of investigations at a time. 
"This report makes clear that the FBI is simply not doing its job when it comes to protecting our children from the monsters among us who stalk them," said John Manly, a lawyer who represents victims of Nassar. "Despite years of promises and numerous congressional hearings it's now clear that the Larry Nassar scandal could happen again today." 

    


In one case, the FBI did not take appropriate investigative action for more than a year after it received an allegation of abuse by a registered sex offender, according to the report. The person was accused of abusing at least one other person over 15 months while the FBI failed to appropriately act, the review found.




In a review of more than 300 cases in 2021 and 2023, the inspector general flagged 42 cases for the FBI that required "immediate attention" because there was no evidence of recent investigative activity or other concerns, according to the report. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The inspector general found no evidence that the FBI followed mandatory reporting requirements to local law enforcement about 50 percent of the time. When the FBI did report an allegation to law enforcement or social service agencies, it followed FBI policy to report it within 24 hours in only 43 percent of the cases, according to the report. 
A senior FBI official acknowledged that the bureau has made mistakes in investigating crimes against children but said the "vast majority of work" has been handled appropriately. The official, who briefed reporters on condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the FBI, said the bureau has put in place policies and processes to continue to improve because "this is a no-fail mission."

    


"Ensuring the safety and security of children is not just a priority for the FBI; it is a solemn duty that we are committed to fulfilling with the highest standards. The FBI's efforts combating crimes against children are among the most critical and demanding undertakings we do," the FBI said in a statement.
Most of the incidents that the inspector general flagged to the bureau "reflected the failure to properly document completed investigative steps or involved investigations where no additional action was necessary," an FBI official said in a letter to the inspector general.
Even while acknowledging errors, the FBI official cited the "overwhelming" burden on agents tasked with investigating crimes against children given the conduct involved, an influx in tips flooding in to law enforcement, increased use of encrypted technology to conceal the offenses and budget cuts.

    


The report cited one agent who was juggling about 60 open investigations involving suspected crimes against children and human trafficking allegations. That agent said the "biggest cause of child sexual abuse cases 'falling through the cracks' is high agent workloads," according to the report. 
A inspector general inquiry into the FBI's handling of sexual abuse allegations against Nassar found that the FBI's failure to promptly investigate the allegations against him allowed the doctor to continue to prey on victims for months before his 2016 arrest. 
The report released in 2021 faulted the FBI for failing to treat Nassar's case with the "utmost seriousness and urgency," and then making numerous errors and violating policies when it did finally swing into action. Nassar pleaded guilty in 2017 to sexually assaulting gymnasts and other athletes with his hands under the guise of medical treatment for hip and leg injuries. 

    


The FBI has described the actions of the officials involved in the Nassar investigation as "inexcusable and a discredit" to the organization. In April, the Justice Department announced a $138.7 million settlement with more than 100 people who accused the FBI of grossly mishandling the allegations against Nassar. 
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Harris and Walz will sit down for first major television interview of their presidential campaign
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to marching band members at Liberty County High School in Hinesville, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speak to marching band members at Liberty County High School in Hinesville, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she exits her campaign bus in Savannah, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, will sit down Thursday for their first major television interview of their presidential campaign as the duo travels in southeast Georgia on a bus tour. 
The interview with CNN's Dana Bash will give Harris a chance to quell criticism that she has eschewed uncontrolled environments, while also giving her a fresh platform to define her campaign and test her political mettle ahead of an upcoming debate with former President Donald Trump set for Sept. 10. But it also carries risk as her team tries to build on momentum from the ticket shakeup following Joe Biden's exit and last week's Democratic National Convention.
Joint interviews during an election year are a fixture in politics; Biden and Harris, Trump and Mike Pence, Barack Obama and Biden -- all did them at a similar point in the race. The difference is those other candidates had all done solo interviews, too. Harris hasn't yet done an in-depth interview since she became her party's standard bearer five weeks ago, though she did sit for several while she was still Biden's running mate.

    


Harris and Walz are still introducing themselves to voters, unlike Trump and Biden of whom people had near-universal awareness and opinion. 




The CNN interview is set to air at 9 p.m. EDT. It is scheduled to be taped at 1:45 p.m. EDT during her two-day bus tour through southeast Georgia that culminates with an evening rally in Savannah. Harris campaign officials believe that in order to win the state over Trump in November, she must make inroads in GOP strongholds across the state. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris, during her time as vice president, has done on-camera and print interviews with The Associated Press and many other outlets, a much more frequent pace than the president -- except for Biden's late-stage media blitz following his disastrous debate performance that touched off the end of his campaign. 

    


Harris' lack of media access over the past month has become one of Republicans' key attack lines. The Trump campaign has kept a tally of the days she has gone by as a candidate without giving an interview and have suggested she needs a "babysitter" and that's why Walz will be there. 
"Dana Bash of CNN has a chance at greatness today. If she gave a fair but tough interview of Comrade Kamala Harris, she will expose her as being totally inept and ill suited for the job of President, much as I exposed Crooked Joe Biden during our now famous Debate," Trump posted online Thursday. "How cool would that be for Dana and CNN???"
Trump has largely steered toward conservative media outlets when granting interviews, though he has held more open press conferences in recent weeks as he sought to reclaim the spotlight that Harris' elevation had claimed.
After the CNN interview, Walz will peel off and Harris will continue the bus tour alone, heading to a rally before going back to Washington. On Wednesday, they sent time with a high school marching band to the delight of students, and stopped by a Savannah barbecue restaurant. 

    


Harris campaign communications director Michael Tyler said bus tours offer an "opportunity to get to places we don't usually go (and) make sure we're competing in all communities."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The campaign wants the events to motivate voters in GOP-leaning areas who don't traditionally see the candidates, and hopes that the engagements drive viral moments that cut through crowded media coverage to reach voters across the country.
The stops are meant as moments where voters can learn "not just what they stand for, but who they are as people," Tyler said.
Harris has another campaign blitz on Labor Day with Biden in Detroit and Pittsburgh with the election just over 70 days away. The first mail ballots get sent to voters in just two weeks.
Democrats' enthusiasm about their vote in November has surged over the past few months, according to polling from Gallup. About 8 in 10 Democrats now say they are more enthusiastic than usual about voting, compared with 55% in March. 

    


This gives them an enthusiasm edge they did not have earlier this year. Republicans' enthusiasm has increased by much less over the same period, and about two-thirds of Republicans now say they are more enthusiastic than usual about voting.
___
Long reported from Washington. Associated Press writer Amelia Thomson DeVeaux in Washington contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/election-2024-harris-walz-interview-94eff1aa1247e471b48948d03faf0edf



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump is visiting swing districts in Michigan and Wisconsin as battleground campaigning ramps up
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a stop at a campaign office, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024, in Roseville, Mich. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at the National Guard Association of the United States' 146th General Conference, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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                                        LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Donald Trump is scheduled to campaign Thursday in Michigan and Wisconsin as the former president ramps up battleground state travel heading into the traditional Labor Day turn toward the fall election.
Trump's intense focus on recapturing states he won in 2016 but lost narrowly in 2020 continues with stops in the middle of Michigan and western Wisconsin.
Trump's day starts with an afternoon rally in Potterville, Michigan, near the state capital of Lansing. Trump won Eaton County, where part of Lansing is located, in both 2016 and 2020, but by a smaller margin the second time. It will be his third visit to the state in the past nine days and second this week after a speech to the National Guard Association in Detroit on Monday.
Later, he will visit La Crosse, Wisconsin, for a town hall moderated by former Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, who endorsed him in Detroit. It will be Trump's first visit to Wisconsin since the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, which ended three days before President Joe Biden dropped out of the race and made way for Vice President Kamala Harris.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Along with Pennsylvania, which Trump will visit on Friday, these three Midwestern states make up a northern industrial bloc Democrats carried for two decades before Trump won them in 2016. Biden recaptured them on his way to the White House in 2020. 




Trump and his vice-presidential pick, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, have blitzed the battleground states in recent weeks, with Vance in both states this week as well. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The battleground offensive comes as a reinvigorated Democratic Party rallies around Harris and her new running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz. 
Harris and Walz are aiming to leverage the surge in enthusiasm among the party's base since her campaign launch just over a month ago. They hope this excitement -- which was on full display at last week's convention in Chicago -- will extend to more moderate areas as they embark on a two-day bus tour in Georgia, including events in the state's rural southern regions.

    


Trump's events in Michigan and Wisconsin are both in swing congressional districts.
Potterville is in Michigan's 7th District, which features a mix of Republican-dominated counties like Clinton and Shiawassee, and Democratic strongholds such as Ingham, home to the state Capitol and Michigan State University. This district is expected to be one of the nation's most competitive this fall following incumbent Democratic Rep. Elissa Slotkin's decision to run for the state's open U.S. Senate seat.
La Crosse, meanwhile, is a hub within Wisconsin's 3rd Congressional District, where Republican Derrick Van Orden won narrowly in 2022. Democrat Rebecca Cooke won the Aug. 13 primary to face him in November. 
___
Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa. 
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks as she visits SandFly Bar-B-Q in Savannah, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Next month's debate between Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump won't have an audience, live microphones when candidates aren't speaking, or written notes, according to rules that ABC News, the host network, shared this week with both campaigns. 
A copy of the rules was provided to the Associated Press on Thursday by a senior Trump campaign official on condition of anonymity ahead of the network's announcement. The Harris campaign on Thursday insisted it was still discussing the muting of mics with ABC. 
The parameters now in place for the Sept. 10 debate are essentially the same as they were for the June debate between Trump and President Joe Biden, a disastrous performance for the incumbent Democrat that fueled his exit from the campaign. It is the only debate that's been firmly scheduled and could be the only time voters see Harris and Trump go head to head before the November general election.

    


The back-and-forth over the debate rules reached a fever pitch this week, particularly on the issue of whether the microphones would be muted between turns speaking.




Harris' campaign had advocated for live microphones for the whole debate, saying in a statement that the practice would "fully allow for substantive exchanges between the candidates."
Biden's campaign had made microphone muting condition of his decision to accept any debates this year, a decision some aides now regret, saying voters were shielded from hearing Trump's outbursts during the debate.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's interesting that Trump's handlers keep insisting on muting him, despite the candidate himself saying the opposite," Harris spokesman Ian Sams said. "Why won't they just do what the candidate wants?"
Representatives for Trump -- who initially scoffed at the substitution of Harris into a debate arrangement he initially made with Biden in the race -- had claimed that Harris sought "a seated debate, with notes, and opening statements," specifications her campaign denied.

    


According to ABC News, the candidates will stand behind lecterns, will not make opening statements and will not be allowed to bring notes during the 90-minute debate. David Muir and Linsey Davis will moderate the event at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia.
___
AP White House Correspondent Zeke Miller in Savannah, Georgia, contributed to this report. Kinnard reported from Chapin, South Carolina, and can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP
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            Israel has launched a major military operation in the occupied West Bank that has killed at least 10 Hamas militants. Israel says it is rooting out West Bank militants to prevent attacks, while Palestinians fear it intends to broaden the war and expel them from territories they want for a future state.
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            Palestinians stand outside a heavily damaged mosque following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinians stand outside a heavily damaged mosque following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Mourners take part in a funeral of four Palestinians who died during an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, near Tubas, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinians municipality workers check a damaged house following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Mourners pray as they attend the funeral of four Palestinians, wrapped in Palestinian flags, who died during an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, near Tubas, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A man takes a picture of a wall displaying photos of Palestinians, who died during previous clashes, following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinians stand outside a damaged mosque following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A photo of Agan Berger, who was kidnapped during Hamas militants attack on Oct. 7, hangs on a fence of the kibbutz Nirim as relatives and friends of the hostages held in the Gaza Strip take part in a protest calling for their release in southern Israel, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A woman sits next to a fence as relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group take part in a protest calling for their release in the kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Mourners take part in a funeral of four Palestinians who died during an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, near Tubas, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group take part in a protest calling for their release as they walk on an area outside the kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Rachel Goldberg, left, and Jon Polin center, parents of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Polin-Goldberg, along with other relatives of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group take part in a protest calling for their release in the Kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 19 | 
            A man waves a Palestinian flag as an Israeli armored vehicle moves on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A bulldozer from the Israeli forces moves on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Paramedics carry the body of Ayed Abu Al-Hija, 64, a Palestinian who died during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Members of Israeli forces prepare to enter in an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Members of Israeli forces prepare to enter in an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    Israel has launched a major military operation in the occupied West Bank that has killed at least 10 Hamas militants. Israel says it is rooting out West Bank militants to prevent attacks, while Palestinians fear it intends to broaden the war and expel them from territories they want for a future state.
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            Palestinians stand outside a heavily damaged mosque following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinians stand outside a heavily damaged mosque following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Mourners take part in a funeral of four Palestinians who died during an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, near Tubas, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinians municipality workers check a damaged house following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Mourners pray as they attend the funeral of four Palestinians, wrapped in Palestinian flags, who died during an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, near Tubas, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A man takes a picture of a wall displaying photos of Palestinians, who died during previous clashes, following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinians stand outside a damaged mosque following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A photo of Agan Berger, who was kidnapped during Hamas militants attack on Oct. 7, hangs on a fence of the kibbutz Nirim as relatives and friends of the hostages held in the Gaza Strip take part in a protest calling for their release in southern Israel, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A woman sits next to a fence as relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group take part in a protest calling for their release in the kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Mourners take part in a funeral of four Palestinians who died during an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, near Tubas, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group take part in a protest calling for their release as they walk on an area outside the kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Rachel Goldberg, left, and Jon Polin center, parents of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Polin-Goldberg, along with other relatives of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group take part in a protest calling for their release in the Kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 19

                                    
                                    Rachel Goldberg, left, and Jon Polin center, parents of Israeli-American hostage Hersh Polin-Goldberg, along with other relatives of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group take part in a protest calling for their release in the Kibbutz Nirim, southern Israel, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 19 | 
            A man waves a Palestinian flag as an Israeli armored vehicle moves on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A bulldozer from the Israeli forces moves on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Paramedics carry the body of Ayed Abu Al-Hija, 64, a Palestinian who died during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Members of Israeli forces prepare to enter in an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    Members of Israeli forces prepare to enter in an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Members of Israeli forces prepare to enter in an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, Tulkarem, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                        TULKAREM, West Bank (AP) -- The Israeli military said it killed five more West Bank militants, including a local commander, as it pressed ahead Thursday with what appeared to be the deadliest operation in the occupied territory since the start of the war in Gaza.
Israel says the raids across the northern West Bank -- which have killed a total of 16 people, nearly all militants, since late Tuesday -- are aimed at preventing attacks. The Palestinians see them as a widening of the Israel-Hamas war aimed at perpetuating Israel's decades-long military rule over the territory.
The raids drew alarm from the United Nations and neighboring Jordan, as well as from British and French leaders, who stressed the urgency of jump-starting stalled cease-fire negotiations during meetings in Paris. 
The Islamic Jihad militant group confirmed that Mohammed Jaber, known as Abu Shujaa, was killed during a raid in the city of Tulkarem. He became a hero for many Palestinians earlier in the year when he was reported killed in an Israeli operation, only to make a surprise appearance at the funeral of other militants, where he was hoisted onto the shoulders of a cheering crowd.

    


Israel said he was killed Thursday along with four other militants in a shootout after the five had hidden inside a mosque. It said Abu Shujaa was linked to numerous attacks on Israelis, including a deadly shooting in June, and was planning more. 




Israel's search-and-arrest raids continued for hours Thursday. Soldiers stormed several northern West Bank militant strongholds, including the city of Jenin. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Firefights also erupted in Fara'a, a Palestinian urban refugee camp in the foothills of the Jordan Valley, where the Israeli army said it struck and killed a group of militants traveling in a car. The number of people killed in that airstrike and their militant affiliations were not immediately clear. 

    


The army also said it uncovered caches of weapons, explosive devices and other military equipment inside a mosque in Fara'a and arrested another militant in Tulkarem, where a member of Israel's paramilitary Border Police was lightly wounded. 
Israel's large-scale operation in the West Bank began late Tuesday in several locations where Hamas said 10 of its fighters were killed, and the Palestinian Health Ministry reported an 11th death, without saying whether he was a fighter or a civilian. 
The U.N. secretary-general, Antonio Guterres, called for an immediate halt to the raids, asking Israel's government to comply with its obligations under international law and to take measures to protect civilians.
"These dangerous developments are fueling an already explosive situation in the occupied West Bank and further undermining the Palestinian Authority," he said in a statement from his spokesman Stephane Dujarric.
The overall toll of 16 killed in less than two days would make it the deadliest Israeli operation in the West Bank since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack out of Gaza ignited the war there.
The Palestinian Health Ministry says over 650 Palestinians have been killed in the West Bank since the start of the war. Most appear to have been militants killed in gunbattles during Israeli operations like the one this week, but civilian bystanders and rock-throwing protesters have also been killed, and the territory saw a surge of Jewish settler violence.

    


Attacks against Israeli citizens have also risen since the start of the war.
Israel captured the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, and the Palestinians want all three territories for their future state. 
The 3 million Palestinians in the West Bank live under seemingly open-ended Israeli military rule, with the Western-backed Palestinian Authority administering towns and cities. Over 500,000 Israelis live in well over 100 settlements across the territory that most of the international community considers illegal.
The raids have focused on refugee camps that date back to the 1948 war surrounding Israel's creation, in which around 700,000 Palestinians fled or were driven out of what is now Israel. Many of the camps are militant strongholds.

    


Hamas repeated its calls for Palestinians in the West Bank to rise up, calling the raids part of a larger plan to expand the war in Gaza. The militant group has urged security forces loyal to the Western-backed Palestinian Authority, which cooperate with Israel, to "join the sacred battle of our people." 
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas has also condemned the Israeli raids, but his forces were not expected to get involved.
The war in Gaza erupted when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel and rampaged through army bases and farming communities, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250. The militants are still holding 108 hostages, around a third of whom are believed to be dead, after most of the rest were released during a November cease-fire.

    


Israel responded with an offensive that has killed over 40,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not say how many were militants. Around 90% of Gaza's population has been displaced, often multiple times, and Israeli bombardment and ground operations have caused vast destruction.
The United States, Qatar and Egypt have spent months trying to mediate a cease-fire that would see the remaining hostages released. But the talks have repeatedly bogged down as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed "total victory" over Hamas and the militant group has demanded a lasting cease-fire and a full withdrawal from the territory.
___
Lidman reported from Jerusalem. Associated Press writer Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut contributed.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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Iran has further increased its stockpile of uranium enriched to near weapons-grade levels, UN says
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                    FILE - The flag of the International Atomic Energy Agency flies in front of its headquarters during an IAEA Board of Governors meeting in Vienna, Austria, on Feb. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader, File)
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                                        VIENNA (AP) -- Iran has further increased its stockpile of uranium enriched to near weapons-grade levels in defiance of international demands, a confidential report by the United Nations' nuclear watchdog said Thursday.
The report by the International Atomic Energy Agency, seen by The Associated Press, said that as of Aug. 17, Iran has 164.7 kilograms (363.1 pounds) of uranium enriched up to 60 %. That's an increase of 22.6 kilograms (49.8 pounds) since the IAEA's last report in May.
Uranium enriched up to 60% purity is just a short, technical step away from weapons-grade levels of 90%. By IAEA's definition, around 42 kilograms (92.5 pounds) of uranium enriched to 60% is the amount at which creating one atomic weapon is theoretically possible -- if the material is enriched further, to 90%.
The IAEA chief, Rafael Mariano Grossi, has previously warned that Tehran has enough uranium enriched to near-weapons-grade levels to make "several" nuclear bombs if it chose to do so. He has acknowledged the U.N. agency cannot guarantee that none of Iran's centrifuges may have been peeled away for clandestine enrichment.

    


Thursday's report is the latest low in spiraling relations between Tehran and the IAEA. It follows a June 6 resolutionby the 35-member IAEA Board of Governors that censured Iran for failing to cooperate fully with the Vienna-based agency. 




Iran's 2015 landmark nuclear deal with world powers had put limits on its nuclear program -- which the West fears could be used for making nuclear weapons and Tehran insists is only for peaceful purposes -- while lifting punitive economic sanctions imposed on Iran.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the deal collapsed after the Trump administration in 2018 pulled the United States out of the agreement, leading Iran to abandon all limits the deal had put on its program, and enrich uranium to up to 60% purity.
Meanwhile, surveillance cameras installed by the IAEA have also been disrupted and Iran has barred some of the Vienna-based agency's most experienced inspectors. Iranian officials also have increasingly threatened that they could pursue atomic weapons.

    


The IAEA report further says that Tehran has also not reconsidered its September decision to ban the agency's inspectors from monitoring its nuclear program and that IAEA surveillance cameras remain disrupted.
The IAEA said it had requested an Aug. 8 letter that Iran provide access to a centrifuge manufacturing site in the city of Isfahan, to enable the agency to service its cameras, but received no reply. 
Additionally, the report says Iran has still not provided answers to the nuclear watchdog's years-long investigation about the origin and current location of man-made uranium particles found at two locations that Tehran has failed to declare as potential nuclear sites, known as Varamin and Turquzabad.
The IAEA report comes just days after Iran's supreme leader opened the door to renewed negotiations with the United States over his country's rapidly advancing nuclear program, declaring there was "no harm" in engaging with the "enemy." 

    


Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's remarks on Tuesday set clear red lines for any talks taking place under the new government of reformist President Masoud Pezeshkian and reiterated his warnings that Washington was not to be trusted. 
The IAEA report said that as of Aug. 17, Iran's overall stockpile of enriched uranium stood at 5,751.8 kilograms (12,681 pounds). 
"The continued production and accumulation of high enriched uranium by Iran, the only non-nuclear weapon state to do so, adds to the agency's concern," it concluded.
The report acknowledged that before the June elections in Iran, the IAEA was told "that further engagement with the agency would be determined by the new government."
After Pezeshkian's win, the IAEA congratulated him and offered to send the agency's chief to Tehran "to re-launch the dialogue and cooperation between the agency and Iran," the report said. But while the newly elected Iranian president confirmed "his agreement to meet" with the IAEA chief, no thing has moved forward on this since.

    


The IAEA report also said the agency verified that Tehran had completed the installing of eight cascades of IR-6 centrifuges at its underground plant at Fordo. Those additional eight cascades are not operational yet, meaning they are not yet enriching uranium. 
The IAEA also said Iran had completed the installation of 10 out of 18 planned cascades of IR-2m centrifuges at the underground site in Natanz, and that the installation of another two cascades was ongoing there. 
The agency also said Iran had begun operating six cascades of previously installed IR-2m centrifuges and nine cascades of previously installed IR-4 centrifuges at the underground Natanz site. 
Under the 2015 deal, Iran was allowed to install just first-generation centrifuges. The more advanced model of centrifuges enrich uranium at a much faster pace than the baseline IR-1 centrifuges.

    


The IAEA report is likely to add to the wider Middle East concerns, with tensions between Iran and Israel hitting a new high since the Hamas Oct. 7 attack on Israel and the outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. 
Tehran launched an unprecedented drone-and-missile attack on Israel in April after years of a shadow war between the two countries reached a climax with Israel's apparent attack on an Iranian consular building in Syria that killed two Iranian generals and others. The assassination in Tehran of Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh also prompted Iran to threaten to retaliate against Israel. 
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A baby in Gaza has a strain of polio linked to mistakes in eradication campaign, experts say
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            Polio has been eliminated in most parts of the world, but the infectious disease is still spreading in a small number of countries. The recent polio infection in an unvaccinated baby in Gaza is the first time the disease has been reported in the territory in more than 25 years.
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            CORRECTS NAME: Displaced infant Abdel-Rahman Abu El-Jedian, who suffers from polio, sleeps at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            CAPTION CORRECTION: Displaced infant Abdel-Rahman Abu El-Jedian, 11-month-old, who suffers from polio, is carried by his mother, center, at a makeshift tent camp in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip walk next a dark streak of sewage flowing into the streets of Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A bulldozer cleans up plastic and other waste materials at a street in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Displaced kids sort through trash at a street in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip walk next a dark streak of sewage flowing into the streets of Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A bulldozer cleans up plastic and other waste materials at a street in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Displaced kids sort through trash at a street in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The baby in Gaza who was recently paralyzed by polio was infected with a mutated strain of the virus that vaccinated people shed in their waste, according to scientists who say the case is the result of "an unqualified failure" of public health policy.
The infection, which marked the first detection of polio in the war-torn Palestinian territory in more than 25 years, paralyzed the lower part of one leg in the unvaccinated 10-month-old child. The baby boy was one of hundreds of thousands of children who missed vaccinations because of the fighting between Israel and Hamas.
Scientists who have been monitoring polio outbreaks said the baby's illness showed the failures of a global effort by the World Health Organization and its partners to fix serious problems in their otherwise largely successful eradication campaign, which has nearly wiped out the highly infectious disease. Separately, a draft report by experts deemed the WHO effort a failure and "a severe setback."

    


The polio strain in question evolved from a weakened virus that was originally part of an oral vaccine credited with preventing millions of children worldwide from being paralyzed. But that virus was removed from the vaccine in 2016 in hopes of preventing vaccine-derived outbreaks.




Public health authorities knew that decision would leave people unprotected against that particular strain, but they thought they had a plan to ward off and quickly contain any outbreaks. Instead, the move resulted in a surge of thousands of cases.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It was a really horrible strategy," said Columbia University virologist Vincent Racaniello, who was not involved with the report or the WHO. "The decision to switch vaccines was based on an incorrect assumption, and the result is now we have more polio and more paralyzed children."
A draft copy of the report commissioned by the WHO and independent experts said the plan underestimated the amount of the strain in the environment and overestimated how well officials would be able to squash outbreaks.

    


The plan led to vaccine-linked polio outbreaks in 43 countries that paralyzed more than 3,300 children, the report concluded.
Even before the Gaza case was detected, officials reviewing the initiative to tinker with the vaccine concluded that "the worst-case scenario has materialized," the report said.
The report has not yet been published, and some changes will likely be made before the final version is released next month, the WHO said.
The strain that infected the baby in Gaza had lingered in the environment and mutated into a version capable of starting outbreaks. It was traced to polio viruses spreading last year in Egypt, according to genetic sequencing, the WHO said.
In 2022, vaccine-linked polio viruses were found to be spreading in Britain, Israel and the U.S., where an unvaccinated man was paralyzed in upstate New York.
Scientists now worry that the emergence of polio in a war zone with an under-immunized population could fuel further spread.
Racaniello said the failure to track polio carefully and to sufficiently protect children against the strain removed from the vaccine has had devastating consequences.

    


"Only about 1% of polio cases are symptomatic, so 99% of infections are silently spreading the disease," he said.
The oral polio vaccine, which contains a weakened live virus, was withdrawn in the U.S. in 2000. Doctors continued to vaccinate children and eventually moved to an injected vaccine, which uses a dead virus and does not come with the risk that polio will be present in human waste. Such waste-borne virus could mutate into a form that triggers outbreaks in unvaccinated people.
The report's authors faulted leaders at the WHO and its partners, saying they were unable or unwilling "to recognize the seriousness of the evolving problem and take corrective action."
WHO spokesman Oliver Rosenbauer acknowledged that the vaccine strategy "exacerbated" the risk of epidemics linked to the vaccine.
He said in an email that immunization "was not implemented in such a way to rapidly stop outbreaks or to prevent new strains from emerging." Rosenbauer said not hitting vaccination targets was the biggest risk for allowing vaccine-linked viruses to emerge.

    


"You need to reach the children with the vaccines ... regardless of which vaccines are used," he said.
The WHO estimates that 95% of the population needs to be immunized against polio to stop outbreaks. The U.N. health agency said only about 90% of Gaza's population was vaccinated earlier this year.
To try to stop polio in Gaza and the wider region, the WHO and its partners plan two rounds of vaccination campaigns later this week and next month, aiming to cover 640,000 children. Authorities will use a newer version of the oral polio vaccine that targets the problematic strain. The weakened live virus in the new vaccine is less likely to cause vaccine-derived outbreaks, but they are still possible.

    


Racaniello said it was "unethical" that the WHO and its partners were using a vaccine that is unlicensed in rich countries precisely because it can increase the risk of polio in unvaccinated children.
The oral polio vaccine, which has reduced infections globally by more than 99%, is easy to make and distribute. Children require just two drops per dose that can be administered by volunteers. The oral vaccine is better at stopping transmission than the injected version, and it is cheaper and easier to administer.
But as the number of polio cases caused by the wild virus have plummeted in recent years, health officials have been struggling to contain the increasing spread of vaccine-linked cases, which now comprise the majority of polio infections in more than a dozen countries, in addition to Afghanistan and Pakistan, where transmission of the wild virus has never been stopped.
"This is the result of the Faustian bargain we made when we decided to use" the oral polio vaccine, said Dr. Paul Offit, director of the Vaccine Education Center at the University of Philadelphia. "If we really want to eradicate polio, then we need to stop using the vaccine with live (weakened) virus."
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gaza-baby-polio-vaccine-who-aa79e32d45aa59f26274898c22885ba8
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            Porto takes pride in its beaches, old churches covered in blue-and-white azulejo tiles and its globally famous export port wine named after the city in northern Portugal. It's also home to a different kind of church. Located on a beach suburb on the Atlantic coast, known for some of the world's largest waves, churchgoers attend in boardshorts, t-shirts, flip flops - even barefoot. They surf before they worship. (AP video by Jorge Jeronimo)
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            Marielle Louw, raised hands, and Andries Louw, missionaries from South Africa, pray during a worship service at Surf Church in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Surf Church member Andries Louw stows a surfboard in a church van in Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Surf Church's pastor, the Rev. Samuel Cianelli, walks into the Atlantic Ocean to surf with his congregation in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Uliana Yarova, center, laughs while on a break from surfing with other members of Surf Church Church in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. The Ukrainian teenager fled her war-torn country with her family after Russia's invasion and found refuge in Porto and Surf Church. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Surf Church member Zakharii Yarovyi, from Ukraine, surfs before a worship service in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Surf Church member Marielle Louw, from South Africa, opens the garage door to her church after surfing in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Rochat Ludovic talks to members of Surf Church before they catch waves in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            9 of 17 | 
            Surf Church members Lais Cardoso, center, and her brother, Ian Cardoso, behind her, carry their surfboards before they catch waves and worship at Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            10 of 17 | 
            Surf Church pastor, the Rev. Samuel Cianelli, gets ready to surf with members of his congregation in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Surf Church members, from left, Zakharii Yarovyi, Lydia Fleete, Ian Carsoso and Lais Cardoso, cheer on their pastor, the Rev. Samuel Cianelli, as he catches a wave in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 17 | 
            Surf Church member Uliana Yarova checks her phone after catching waves, while her brother Zakharii Yarovyi, changes clothes ahead of a worship service at the church in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Surf Church pastor, the Rev. Samuel Cianelli, preaches to his congregation at the church in Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            14 of 17 | 
            Surf Church member Annalise Hunnicut sings during a worship service at the church in Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A Surf Church member writes next to a prayer petition box at the church in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            16 of 17 | 
            Surf Church pastor, the Rev. Samuel Cianelli, and church member Lydia Fleete laugh outside the church in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            17 of 17 | 
            A member of Surf Church surfs before a worship service in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        At this church in Portugal, parishioners surf before they worship

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 17

                                    
                                    Porto takes pride in its beaches, old churches covered in blue-and-white azulejo tiles and its globally famous export port wine named after the city in northern Portugal. It's also home to a different kind of church. Located on a beach suburb on the Atlantic coast, known for some of the world's largest waves, churchgoers attend in boardshorts, t-shirts, flip flops - even barefoot. They surf before they worship. (AP video by Jorge Jeronimo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 17 | 
            Marielle Louw, raised hands, and Andries Louw, missionaries from South Africa, pray during a worship service at Surf Church in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Surf Church member Andries Louw stows a surfboard in a church van in Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Surf Church's pastor, the Rev. Samuel Cianelli, walks into the Atlantic Ocean to surf with his congregation in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Uliana Yarova, center, laughs while on a break from surfing with other members of Surf Church Church in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. The Ukrainian teenager fled her war-torn country with her family after Russia's invasion and found refuge in Porto and Surf Church. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Surf Church member Marielle Louw, from South Africa, opens the garage door to her church after surfing in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A member of Surf Church surfs before a worship service in Matosinhos beach in the suburbs of Porto, Portugal, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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                                        PORTO, Portugal (AP) -- Porto takes pride in its beaches, old churches covered in blue-and-white tiles and its famous port wine named after the city in northern Portugal.
It's also home to a different kind of church -- located on its beachfront suburbs along the Atlantic coast near a fishing town known for some of the world's largest waves. Parishioners attend in boardshorts, T-shirts, flip flops -- even barefoot.
They surf before they worship.
Surf Church was established by a Brazilian-born Portuguese surfer and ordained Baptist pastor to spread the Gospel in a once-devoutly Catholic country -- and top surfing destination -- where about half of young people today say they have no religion.
In less than a decade, it has grown from a few families to dozens of parishioners representing more than a dozen nationalities from across the world. Their motto: " We love waves. We love Jesus."

    


"When you're waiting for the right wave it's the calm before the swell, and that's a peaceful moment that sometimes is seconds, sometimes minutes," said the Rev. Samuel Cianelli, Surf Church's pastor. "This peaceful moment is, for me, my deepest connection with God."




On a recent Sunday, he wore a bright orange wetsuit -- instead of traditional priestly vestments -- and lay belly down on a surfboard on the powdery sand of Matosinhos beach to show young parishioners huddled around him how to paddle, "pop up" and catch a wave.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I always loved waves, and when I see people learning how to surf, it makes my heart so happy," said Uliana Yarova, 17, after she walked out of the same waters where -- a week later -- Cianelli baptized her and her brother in a joyous ceremony. They wore matching white T-shirts that read: "I chose Jesus."
The Ukrainian teenager fled her war-torn country with her family after Russia's invasion and found refuge in Porto and the Surf Church.

    


"When you're paddling on the surfboard waiting for the wave, and you stand, you might start to doubt and feel like you'll fall," she said. "And then, when it goes right, you feel confidence and peace -- you feel nature and how God is holding you on that wave."
The church members -- mostly Generation Z and millennials -- walked in and out of the waters smiling, carrying red and turquoise surfboards branded with Surf Church stickers. Some sported tattoos of the cross -- the only other visible sign that set them apart from other surfers who shared the waves.
In preparation for worship, they rinsed the surfboards and carried them to a white van that a few missionaries in bathing suits drove to nearby Surf Church.
Churches in Porto, Portugal's second-largest city, include the majestic cathedral with its silver altar, the so-called "Chapel of the Souls" with its facade of thousands of illustrated white and blue tiles, and Sao Francisco, with its intricate wood carvings covered in gold dust. 
Surf Church's garage is instead painted with a mural of a gold-colored Volkswagen camper van with a blue surfboard strapped to its roof.
After surfing, sandal-wearing members of the church hung wetsuits next to a rack lined with boards. Some rinsed their feet with a garden hose or took a quick shower before they gathered to pray and sing in a cozy living room decorated with roof-hanging surfboards and a mural of surfers riding waves.

    


Church member Hannah Kruckels said she never felt as welcome attending a much larger traditional church in her native Switzerland. That changed when she arrived as an intern in 2020 to Surf Church, where she feels at home and where she learned how to surf.
"It's an important part of spirituality to be connected to something bigger. In this case for us, it's God, but it can be the ocean, too," she said after a Sunday service that she attended with her Portuguese boyfriend, who is also a surfer. "That's what makes surfing a spiritual experience."
Surfing had religious significance in Hawaii, where it was born long before the arrival of Europeans.
"After prayers and offerings, master craftsmen made boards from sacred koa or wililili trees, and some had heiaus (temples) on the beach where devotees could pray for waves," William Finnegan writes in "Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life."

    


Men and women of all ages and from all social levels -- from royalty to commoners -- surfed. But when 19th century Calvinist missionaries arrived in the islands, they were appalled by what they believed was a barbaric spectacle and banned surfing.
It only reemerged decades later thanks to Hawaiians like Duke Kahanamoku, the Olympic gold medal swimmer who is regarded as the father of modern surfing.
Surfers were still "typecast as truants and vandals," Finnegan wrote. Even in modern era, some beach towns banned surfing. 
For long, surfing continued to be frowned upon as a counterculture movement or a mere pastime -- and for decades it remained little-known outside California and Hawaii.

    


But the tides have changed. Surfing has spread across the globe as a professional and most recently an Olympic sport, as well a multibillion-dollar industry.
Portugal has emerged as one of the world's top surfing destinations -- home to some of the biggest waves for pros in the fishing hamlet of Nazare and for uncrowded waves for beginners along the beaches near Porto.
"People from all over come to Portugal because they want to experience what the beaches of Portugal have to offer," said Cianelli, wearing a loose shirt covered with designs of palm trees. "We found in this a good strategy to start a church that combines Jesus and surf."
He grew up swimming competitively in the Brazilian port city of Santos, where soccer legend Pele played most of his career. After an injury kept Cianelli from competing at the age of 15, he took up surfing.
At the same time, he grew closer to his Christian faith. He attended seminary, was ordained and served as a youth pastor.
During a conference a 2013 in Brazil, he met Troy Pitney, an American missionary and surfer. They began to dream about planting churches in Portugal.
They wanted to use Portugal's growing surf culture to attract members in the once fiercely Catholic country where religious practice is falling, especially among the young, while a rising wave of migrants from Brazil and other South American countries continues to plant evangelical churches.
After moving with their families to Porto, they launched Surf Church in April 2015. Their strategy was simple: catch waves and invite other surfers and beach lovers to read the Bible, sing and pray.
"We didn't know what we were doing," Cianelli said. "We just had a love for Jesus. We were all surfers."
They began to meet in an apartment, and from 2016-2020 they worshipped at a gym near the beach, "just to break the concept of what church means," Cianelli said.
"The building is about the people. You could be in the ocean, you could be at the beach, you could be inside of a gym or someone's living room. Or now, where we are in the space that belongs to us. It doesn't matter the place, what is important is the people -- this is the real meaning of church."
They were also intentional in their words: They still don't use the word "igreja" -- Portuguese for church -- to avoid connotations of the cavernous spaces with emptying wooden church pews.
There's plenty of "gorgeous, historical" church buildings in Porto, Cianelli said. He respects their historical role, but says that what his congregation seeks is a modern-day "living church made by people."
The pillars of his church remain the same: surfing, community and the Bible. It took them nine years to go over the New Testament, word-by-word, and they've recently started with the Old Testament.
Their dream, he said, is to plant surf churches -- or churches linked to mountain biking, soccer or any passion that brings people together in sport and prayer -- across the world.
"We're not just surfers anymore," he said.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/religion-surfing-church-portugal-beaches-waves-430638bf18320dc0068253c9973c42f1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Jacoby Brissett is selected Patriots starting quarterback for Week 1 against Cincinnati

    Jacoby Brissett is selected Patriots starting quarterback for Week 1 against Cincinnati

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            New England Patriots quarterback Jacoby Brissett passes during the first half of an NFL preseason football game against the Philadelphia Eagles, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            New England Patriots quarterback Drake Maye warms up before a preseason NFL football game against the Washington Commanders, Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024, in Landover, Md. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                        FOXBOROUGH, Mass. (AP) -- Patriots coach Jerod Mayo is putting the keys to his offense in the hands of the veteran quarterback on his roster over the franchise's potential quarterback of the future. 
Mayo selected Jacoby Brissett as the starting quarterback for New England's season opener at Cincinnati, one of the biggest decisions of the rookie head coach's tenure.
Brissett gets the nod over rookie first-round draft pick Drake Maye, who he shared snaps with throughout training camp and the preseason. 
"It's been a lot of work. A lot of long days and long nights -- the journey to get to this point," Brissett said. "I'm grateful for this opportunity, but I'm also excited for it."
Mayo said he spoke to Brissett and Maye separately and later together to inform them of his decision. Mayo told the team Thursday morning during a team meeting.

    


"There were a lot of factors that led to this choice," Mayo said. "I think the hard part is thinking in the short term and the long term at the same time. As an organization, though, we feel like Jacoby gives us our best chance to win." 
But Mayo made it clear that they aren't heading into the season planning to shuffle between quarterbacks. 




"As an organization we're 100% behind Jacoby. There is no, 'we've got a guy right here, we've got a guy right there,'" Mayo said. "As long as Jacoby is going out there and performing the way that we all have confidence in him doing, then he'll be our quarterback this season." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Maye said he'll "prepare like the starter" while helping the team in whatever way he can as Brissett's backup. He also brushed off the idea of him feeling disappointed by Mayo's decision. 
"Obviously, I want to play, the competitive edge in me," said Maye, the No. 3 pick out of North Carolina. "At the same time, I understand the situation." 
Brissett, who heading into his ninth NFL season, signed a one-year, $8 million deal with the Patriots in March. It reunited him with the team that drafted him in the third round in 2016. 

    


Brissett spent just one initial season in New England, starting two games while Tom Brady served his four-game "Deflategate" suspension. After being traded to Indianapolis by the Patriots in 2017, Brissett spent four years with the Colts and had one-year stops in Miami, Cleveland and Washington.
He's appeared in 79 games with 48 starts along the way, growing into a respected veteran in the league.
It makes the return to New England as the opening week starter at age 31 meaningful for Brissett. 
"Nothing I take for granted, that's for sure," he said. 
Brissett's experience was valuable to Mayo and new executive vice president of player personnel Eliot Wolf, who wanted to have a proven veteran on the roster to help mentor Maye. 
While Mayo acknowledged earlier this week that he felt Maye had outplayed Brissett this preseason, he said other factors shifted the pendulum toward Brissett, most notably his overall experience. 
That will be particularly important early this season as the coaching staff continues to work out consistency issues with an offensive line that will begin the season without starting left guard Cole Strange, who will start on the physically unable to perform list with a knee issue. 

    


Maye feels he presented his best case to win the job.
"I felt like I had a good camp. I feel like I'm throwing it well. Played well throughout the preseason," he said. "So, other than that, keep my head down and keep working. ... I don't think anything's changed. I came into this camp working and studying hard to be the starter. Nothing's going to change. I'm still one play away. I have to be ready for all circumstances. I'm here to help Jacoby."
Brissett said he feels like Maye will only continue to get better.
"He's done a great job. Dating back to when he first got here to where he is now is light years difference," Brissett said. "I'm excited for his future. He's going to be, obviously, a good quarterback in this league. He just kind of came up to me and was like, whatever you need I'm here for it. And it's the same thing for him. Whatever he needs from me, I'll do the same."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            This photo released by the European Union's Operation Aspides shows fires burning aboard the oil tanker Sounion in the Red Sea on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. The EU mission said Monday that there were no signs of an oil spill emanating from the Sounion, which came under repeated attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels amid their campaign targeting shipping over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. (European Union's Operation Aspides via AP)
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            This photo released by the European Union's Operation Aspides shows fires burning aboard the oil tanker Sounion in the Red Sea on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. The EU mission said Monday that there were no signs of an oil spill emanating from the Sounion, which came under repeated attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels amid their campaign targeting shipping over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. (European Union's Operation Aspides via AP)
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            This frame grab from video released by the Ansar Allah Media Office, the media arm of Yemen's Houthi rebels, on Friday, Aug. 23, 2024, shows what the Houthis describe as one of their attacks on the Greek-flagged oil tanker Sounion in the the Red Sea. The logo in the bottom righthand corner of the image reads in Arabic: "Yemeni War Media." (Ansar Allah Media Office via AP)
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            This photo released by the European Union's Operation Aspides shows fires burning aboard the oil tanker Sounion in the Red Sea on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. The EU mission said Monday that there were no signs of an oil spill emanating from the Sounion, which came under repeated attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels amid their campaign targeting shipping over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. (European Union's Operation Aspides via AP)
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            This photo released by the European Union's Operation Aspides shows fires burning aboard the oil tanker Sounion in the Red Sea on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. The EU mission said Monday that there were no signs of an oil spill emanating from the Sounion, which came under repeated attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels amid their campaign targeting shipping over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. (European Union's Operation Aspides via AP)
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            This frame grab from video released by the Ansar Allah Media Office, the media arm of Yemen's Houthi rebels, on Friday, Aug. 23, 2024, shows what the Houthis describe as one of their attacks on the Greek-flagged oil tanker Sounion in the the Red Sea. The logo in the bottom righthand corner of the image reads in Arabic: "Yemeni War Media." (Ansar Allah Media Office via AP)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Yemen's Houthi rebels released footage Thursday showing that they boarded and intentionally set explosives aboard a Greek-flagged tanker that had been abandoned after they repeatedly attacked it, putting the Red Sea at risk of a major oil spill. 
The Houthis chanted their group's motto as the explosives detonated aboard the oil tanker Sounion: "God is the greatest; death to America; death to Israel; curse the Jews; victory to Islam."
The Sounion carried some 1 million barrels of oil when the Houthis initially attacked it last week. In the time since, Western countries and the United Nations have warned any oil spill from the Sounion could devastate the coral reefs and wildlife that call the Red Sea home.
The Houthis have been attacking shipping over the Israel-Hamas war for months now and say they'll continue those attacks. They suggested that they may allow the Sounion to be salvaged, though the rebels already once blocked crews trying to reach the abandoned vessel, the U.S. military said. 
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            FILE - Chung Pui-kuen, second left, former chief editor and Patrick Lam, left, former acting editor of the now-defunct independent media outlet Stand News leave the court on the last day of the publication's sedition trial closing statements, in Hong Kong, Wednesday, June 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte, File)
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            Pro-democracy activist Bull Tsang Kin-shing arrives at the district court ahead of the verdict on Chung Pui-kuen, the ex-chief editor of the now shuttered Stand News online outlet and his colleague Patrick Lam, former acting chief editor, in Hong Kong on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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            Chung Pui-kuen, the former chief editor of Hong Kong's now shuttered pro-democracy news outlet Stand News, arrivies at the Wanchai District Court ahead of a verdict in a landmark sedition trial in Hong Kong on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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            Member of the media wait outside the district court ahead of the verdict on Chung Pui-kuen, the ex-chief editor of the now shuttered Stand News online outlet and his colleague Patrick Lam, former acting chief editor, in Hong Kong on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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            Chung Pui-kuen, the former chief editor of Hong Kong's now shuttered pro-democracy news outlet Stand News, arrivies at the Wanchai District Court ahead of a verdict in a landmark sedition trial in Hong Kong on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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            Chung Pui-kuen, the former chief editor of Hong Kong's now shuttered pro-democracy news outlet Stand News, arrivies at the Wanchai District Court ahead of a verdict in a landmark sedition trial in Hong Kong on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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            Foreign diplomats arrive at the district court ahead of the verdict on Chung Pui-kuen, the ex-chief editor of the now shuttered Stand News online outlet and his colleague Patrick Lam, former acting chief editor, in Hong Kong on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Billy H.C. Kwok)
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                                        HONG KONG (AP) -- A Hong Kong court convicted two former editors of a shuttered news outlet on Thursday, in a sedition case widely seen as a barometer for the future of media freedoms in a city once hailed as a bastion of free press in Asia. 
Stand News former editor-in-chief Chung Pui-kuen and former acting editor-in-chief Patrick Lam were arrested in December 2021. They pleaded not guilty to conspiracy to publish and reproduce seditious publications. Their trial was Hong Kong's first involving the media since the former British colony returned to Chinese rule in 1997. 
Stand News was one of the city's last media outlets that openly criticized the government amid a crackdown on dissent that followed massive pro-democracy protests in 2019.
It was shut down just months after the pro-democracy Apple Daily newspaper, whose jailed founder Jimmy Lai is fighting collusion charges under a sweeping national security law enacted in 2020.

    


Chung and Lam were charged under a colonial-era sedition law used increasingly to crush dissidents. They face up to two years in prison and a fine of 5,000 Hong Kong dollars (about $640) for a first offense. 




Best Pencil (Hong Kong) Ltd., the outlet's holding company, was convicted on the same charge. It had no representatives during the trial, which began in October 2022.
Judge Kwok Wai-kin said in his written judgement that Stand News' became a tool for smearing the Beijing and Hong Kong governments during the 2019 protests. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said a conviction is deemed proportional "when speech, in the relevant context, is deemed to have caused potential damage to national security and intends to seriously undermine the authority of the Chinese central government or the Hong Kong government, and that it must be stopped."
The case was centered on 17 articles. Prosecutors said some promoted "illegal ideologies," or smeared the security law and law enforcement officers. Judge Kwok ruled that 11 carried seditious intent, including commentaries written by activist Nathan Law and esteemed journalists Allan Au and Chan Pui-man. Chan is also Chung's wife.

    


The judge found that the other six did not carry seditious intent, including in interviews with pro-democracy ex-lawmakers Law and Ted Hui, who are among overseas-based activists targeted by Hong Kong police bounties. 
Chung appeared calm after the verdict while Lam did not appear in court due to health reasons. They were given bail pending sentencing on Sept. 26. 
Defense lawyer Audrey Eu read out a mitigation statement from Lam, who said Stand News reporters sought to run a news outlet with fully independent editorial standards. "The only way for journalists to defend press freedom is reporting," Eu quoted Lam as saying.
Eu did not read out Chung's mitigation letter in court. But local media outlets quoted his letter, in which he wrote that many Hong Kongers who are not journalists have held to their beliefs, and some have lost their own freedom because they care about everyone's freedom in the community.
"Accurately recording and reporting their stories and thoughts is an inescapable responsibility of journalists," he wrote in that letter. 

    


After the verdict, former Stand News journalist Ronson Chan said nobody had told reporters that they might be arrested if they did any interviews or write anything. 
The delivery of the verdict was delayed several times for various reasons, including awaiting the appeal outcome of another landmark sedition case. Dozens of residents and reporters lined up to secure a seat for the hearing, which began an hour late.
Resident Kevin Ng, who was among the first in the line, said he used to be a reader of Stand News and has been following the trial. Ng, 28, said he read less news after its shutdown, feeling the city has lost some critical voices. 
"They reported the truth, they defended press freedom," Ng, who works in risk management industry, said of the editors.
Stand News shut down in December 2021, following a police raid at its office and the arrests. Armed with a warrant to seize relevant journalistic materials, more than 200 officers participated in the operation.

    


Days after Stand News shut down, independent news outlet Citizen News also announced it would cease operations, citing the deteriorating media environment and the potential risks to its staff.
Hong Kong was ranked 135 out of 180 territories in Reporters Without Borders' latest World Press Freedom Index, down from 80 in 2021. Self-censorship has also become more prominent during the political crackdown on dissent. In March, the city government enacted another new security law that raised concerns it could further curtail press freedom. 
Francis Lee, journalism and communication professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, said the ruling on which articles were seditious appears to be drawing lines. Whenever an article is about a one-sided political stance, highly critical or viewed as lacking factual basis, then that could be considered as smearing, Lee said. 

    


Some of the court's logic differs from how journalists typically think, he said. Journalists "may have to be more cautious from now on." 
Eric Lai, a research fellow at Georgetown Center for Asian Law, said the ruling is in line with "the anti-free-speech trend" of rulings since the 2020 security law took effect, criminalizing journalists carrying out their professional duties. 
Foreign governments criticized the convictions. U.S. State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller wrote on X that it was a "direct attack on media freedom." 
However, Eric Chan, Hong Kong's Chief Secretary for Administration, insisted that when journalists conduct their reporting based on facts, there would not be any restrictions on such freedom. 
Steve Li, chief superintendent of the police national security department, told reporters the ruling showed their enforcement three years ago -- criticized by some as a suppression of free press -- was necessary. 
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            The Piscataqua River Bridge is shown in Portsmouth, N.H., after a man connected to a homicide was fatally shot by police and an 8-year-old child was found shot to death in the man's car on the bridge that connects New Hampshire to Maine, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. An 8-year-old child was found shot to death in the man's car, the attorney general's office said Thursday. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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            The Piscataqua River Bridge is shown in Portsmouth, N.H. after a man connected to a homicide was fatally shot by police and an 8-year-old child was found shot to death in the man's car on the bridge that connects New Hampshire to Maine, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. An 8-year-old child was found shot to death in the man's car, the attorney general's office said Thursday. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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            Police block a ramp to Interstate 95 and the Piscataqua River Bridge in Portsmouth, N.H., after a man connected to a homicide was fatally shot by police, and an 8-year-old child was found shot to death in the man's car, on the bridge that connects New Hampshire to Maine, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Caleb Jones)
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                                        PORTSMOUTH, N.H. (AP) -- A man being pursued in the killing of a woman in New Hampshire was fatally shot by police on a bridge that connects the state to Maine, authorities said Thursday. An 8-year-old child was found shot to death in the man's car. 
The Piscataqua River Bridge along Interstate 95 reopened Thursday morning after being closed for about seven hours, Maine State Police said. Traffic was backed up on both sides as drivers were diverted to two other bridges. 
The Piscataqua bridge connects Portsmouth, New Hampshire, to Kittery, Maine -- and tens of thousands of vehicles cross the bridge daily.
The man apparently killed a woman at a home overnight in Troy, New Hampshire, about 100 miles (160 kilometers) away in the western part of the state, and then drove to the bridge, Attorney General John Formella said in a news release.

    


"Early this morning police engaged with the adult male on the bridge in an incident that ended with the male being fatally shot. The Maine Attorney General's Office is now investigating that officer-involved shooting incident," the news release said. 
"Police on the bridge also found an 8-year-old child fatally shot" in the man's vehicle, the news release said. The exact circumstances "remain under active investigation."




There was no threat to the public and the bridge remained closed in both directions because of the investigation, the news release said. 
No names have been released. 
Between 70,000 and 80,000 vehicles use the Piscataqua bridge each day, according to the Maine Department of Transportation. 
---
Associated Press reporters David Sharp in Portland, Maine, and Kathy McCormack in Concord, New Hampshire, contributed to this report. 
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            Rescued Israeli hostage Qaid Farhan Alkadi was discharged from the Soroka Medical Centre on Wednesday.
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            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Houses of Bedouin families stand on area in the Negev desert next to a place where relatives and friends of Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, wait for his arrival in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, drinks a coffee after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                        KHIRBET KARKUR, Israel (AP) -- An Israeli hostage rescued from Gaza returned to a hero's welcome tinged with a bitter reality: Much of the small village he calls home, Khirbet Karkur, is targeted for demolition.
Qaid Farhad Alkadi, 52, is one of Israel's roughly 300,000 Bedouin Arabs, a poor and traditionally nomadic minority that has a complicated relationship with the government and often faces discrimination. While they are Israeli citizens and some serve in the army, about a third of Bedouins, including Alkadi, live in villages the government considers illegal and wants to tear down.
Since November, about 70% of Khirbet Karkur residents have been told the government plans to raze their homes because they were built without permits in a "protected forest" not zoned for housing, according to a lawyer representing them. Alkadi's family hasn't received a notice, but the looming mass displacement of this close-knit community has cast a pall on what has otherwise been a joyous 24 hours.

    


"It's so exciting, we didn't know if he'll come back alive or not," said Muhammad Abu Tailakh, the head of Khirbet Karkur's local council and a public health lecturer at Ben Gurion University in nearby Beersheba. "But the good news is also a bit complicated, because of everything that's going on."




Alkadi was greeted by dozens of well-wishers Wednesday -- and a crush of media. He was released from the hospital and returned home a day after his dramatic rescue, which he recounted in appreciative phone calls with Israel's prime minister and president.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Neighbors and family erected a huge tent in his honor, and served tea and coffee from the early morning as they eagerly awaited his arrival. When the clean-shaven but gaunt Alkadi arrived -- seemingly overwhelmed by the attention after 326 days in captivity, some of it an underground tunnel -- he spoke with reporters and pleaded with Israeli leaders to free all the hostages.

    


"It does not matter if they are Arab or Jewish, all have a family waiting for them," said Alkadi, a father of 11 who was kidnapped by Hamas on Oct. 7 while working as a security guard at a packing plant near the Gaza border.
"They also want to feel the joy," he said. "I hope, I pray an end to this."
Alkadi was one of eight Bedouins abducted on Oct. 7, and three are believed to still be alive in captivity; two teenagers were released, one was accidentally killed by the Israeli army, and one declared dead is still in Gaza. 
On Oct. 7, many Bedouins rushed to help attendees of an Israeli music festival, saving hundreds of lives at a time when the army and police were in disarray. 
A spokesperson for the Israel Land Authority said that "in light of the situation" it would not serve a demolition notice to the Alkadi family. But it would not comment on the plight of his neighbors or their lawyers' efforts to save their homes. 
On Wednesday, most family members and neighbors tried to focus on the good news, rather than legal fights that could drag on for years.
"We need that this problem be resolved so that people here ... receive an appropriate solution that fits the needs of the Bedouins," said Nasser Amran, 59, a friend of Alkadi. "There is no electricity. For water, they bring a pipe from some community, and it arrives here, but it is still difficult to live in a village without water and electricity the way it should be."

    


Unrecognized villages are not connected to state water, sewage, or electricity infrastructure, and the roads to many, including Khirbet Karkur, are dusty and potholed. Khirbet Karkur is nestled in the shadow of a large dump, and the smell of rotting garbage drifts over the short, squat corrugated metal homes. Piles of construction debris and trash ring the small cluster of dwellings.
Israel's Supreme Court has previously deemed many of the unrecognized Bedouin villages illegal, and the government has said they are trying to bring order to a lawless area and give a better quality of life to the impoverished minority.
For decades, Israel has been trying to convince scattered, off-the-grid Bedouin villagers that it is in their interest to move into government-designated Bedouin townships, where the government can provide them with water, electricity and schools. Bedouin leaders have rejected many proposals, saying they would destroy their lifestyle or send them to less desirable areas.

    


There have been 2,007 Bedouin structures demolished in the first six months of 2024, according to the Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality, which tracks demolitions in the Bedouin community. That's a 51% increase over the same period in 2022, when a more moderate government was in power.
The increase in demolitions has coincided with the ascendance of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's right-wing coalition. National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir and other members of his party have consistently championed the demolition of illegal Bedouin construction in the Negev desert and Israeli-occupied West Bank.

    


Ben-Gvir last year traveled to witness a demolition himself, expressing "kudos" and calling the destruction "sacred work."
Abu Tailkha says he and his neighbors want to maintain their rural lifestyle, and the government should officially recognize their villages. He said residents of Khirbet Karkur, who were placed there in the 1950s by the government, would be open to moving to another rural area, but not a city.
The government wants to move them north to Rahat, an urban Bedouin settlement of about 70,000, according to Netta Amar Shiff, a lawyer representing families who received demolition notices. She called it "disgusting cynicism" for the government to say it will not serve Alkadi's family with lawsuits.
"If there's a good reason for one person not to get the notice, there's a good reason for everyone," she said. 
Regavim, a right-wing group that studies land issues in Israel and supports the government's relocation plan for Bedouins, said the Bedouin are being offered an excellent deal with free land, and it is in their interest to move in order to receive services that every Israeli citizen is entitled to receive.
"Israel can't provide services to people who just build wherever they want," said Naomi Kahn, the head of Regavim's international division. 
The unrecognized villages do not have adequate bomb shelters or a warning system in the case of incoming rockets, and at least 11 Bedouin have been killed by rockets fired into Israel since the war began.
"The entire country is in a war, and I also have to fight this demolition order," said Abu Tailkha, the head of Khirbet Karkur's local council. "
Abu Tailkha said that while the country and its leaders were embracing Alkadi's return, he isn't optimistic real change will occur in their village.
"I think in a bit they will forget about Farhan, and they will send another round of demolition orders," he said.
___
This story was first published on Aug. 28, 2024. It was updated on Aug. 29, 2024, to correct the number of Bedouin structures demolished in the first six months of 2024.
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour, June 21, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            Police officers watch the arrival of Taylor Swift fans at Wembley Stadium in London, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024 at the first day of five concerts of Taylor Swift's Eras Tour.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Four police officers show their wrist bands that have names of Swift songs as fans of singer Taylor Swift, called Swifties, arrive at Wembley Stadium in London, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024 for the first of five concerts of Taylor Swift's Eras Tour.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Fans of singer Taylor Swift, called Swifties, arrive at Wembley Stadium in London, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024 for the first of five concerts of Taylor Swift's Eras Tour.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Swifties sing and dance in Vienna on Friday, Aug.9, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties have fixed bracelets on a tree in the Cornelusgasse incity centre in Vienna on Friday, Aug.9, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour, June 21, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            Police officers watch the arrival of Taylor Swift fans at Wembley Stadium in London, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024 at the first day of five concerts of Taylor Swift's Eras Tour.(AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Swifties sing and dance in Vienna on Friday, Aug.9, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            Swifties have fixed bracelets on a tree in the Cornelusgasse incity centre in Vienna on Friday, Aug.9, 2024. Organizers of three Taylor Swift concerts in the stadium in Vienna this week called them off on Wednesday after officials announced arrests over an apparent plot to launch an attack on an event in the Vienna area such as the concerts. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- The suspects in the foiled plot to attack Taylor Swift concerts in Vienna earlier this month sought to kill "tens of thousands" of fans before the CIA discovered intelligence that disrupted the planning and led to arrests, the agency's deputy director said.
The CIA notified Austrian authorities of the scheme, which allegedly included links to the Islamic State group. The intelligence and subsequent arrests ultimately led to the cancellation of three sold-out Eras Tour shows, devastating fans who had traveled across the globe to see Swift in concert.
CIA Deputy Director David Cohen addressed the failed plot during the annual Intelligence and National Security Summit, held this week in Maryland.
"They were plotting to kill a huge number -- tens of thousands of people at this concert, including I am sure many Americans -- and were quite advanced in this," Cohen said Wednesday. "The Austrians were able to make those arrests because the agency and our partners in the intelligence community provided them information about what this ISIS-connected group was planning to do."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: The plot to attack Taylor Swift's Vienna shows was intended to kill thousands, a CIA official says
    

    
    
    U.S. intelligence is sharing more details about this month's foiled terrorist plot to attack a Taylor Swift concert in Vienna, Austria. More from AP correspondent Donna Warder. 

    


    


Austrian officials said the main suspect, a 19-year-old Austrian man, was inspired by the Islamic State group. He allegedly planned to attack outside the stadium, where upwards of 30,000 fans were expected to gather, with knives or homemade explosives. Another 65,000 fans were likely to be inside the venue. Investigators discovered chemical substances and technical devices during a raid of the suspect's home.




Austria's interior minister, Gerhard Karner, previously said help from other intelligence agencies was needed because Austrian investigators, unlike some foreign services, can't legally monitor text messages. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 19-year-old's lawyer has said the allegations were "overacting at its best," and contended Austrian authorities were "presenting this exaggeratedly" in order to get new surveillance powers.

    


Swift broke her silence about the cancellations last week after her London shows had concluded.
"Having our Vienna shows cancelled was devastating," she wrote in a statement posted to Instagram. "The reason for the cancellations filled me with a new sense of fear, and a tremendous amount of guilt because so many people had planned on coming to those shows."
She thanked authorities -- "thanks to them, we were grieving concerts and not lives," she wrote -- and said she waited to speak until the European leg of her Eras Tour concluded to prioritize safety.
"Let me be very clear: I am not going to speak about something publicly if I think doing so might provoke those who would want to harm the fans who come to my shows," she wrote.
Swift's publicist did not immediately return a request for comment Thursday.
Concert organizer Barracuda Music said it canceled the three-night Vienna run that would have begun Aug. 8 because the arrests made in connection to the conspiracy were too close to showtime.
The main suspect and a 17-year-old were taken into custody on Aug. 6, the day before the cancellations were announced. A third suspect, 18, was arrested Aug. 8. Their names have not been released in line with Austrian privacy rules.

    


The shows in London, the next stop after Vienna, came on the heels of a stabbing at a Swift-themed dance class that left three little girls dead in the U.K. In a statement issued after the Southport attack, Swift said she was "just completely in shock" and "at a complete loss for how to ever convey my sympathies to these families." News outlets reported that Swift met with some of the survivors backstage in London.
The Vienna plot also drew comparisons to a 2017 attack by a suicide bomber at an Ariana Grande concert in Manchester, England, that killed 22 people. The bomb detonated at the end of Grande's concert as thousands of young fans were leaving, becoming the deadliest extremist attack in the United Kingdom in recent years.
Cohen on Wednesday praised the CIA's work in preventing the planned violence, saying that other counterterrorism "successes" in foiling plots typically go unheralded.

    


"I can tell you within my agency, and I'm sure in others, there were people who thought that was a really good day for Langley," he said, referring to the CIA headquarters. "And not just the Swifties in my workforce."
The record-smashing tour is on hiatus until the fall.
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            FILE - Voter Maria Mendoza completes her ballot for Florida's primary election behind a privacy screen, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, at a polling place inside a fire station in Coral Gables, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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            FILE - Voters cast their ballots in Florida's primary election, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, at a polling place inside the Indian Creek Fire Station in Miami Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)
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            FILE - Stickers reading "I voted" rest beside a ballot scanner as a voter fills in a ballot at a privacy booth, during voting in Florida's primary election, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in a voting bureau at the American Legion in South Miami, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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                                        Life, death, crime and taxes will be on ballots for voters to decide this fall. 
More than 140 measures are going before voters in 41 states during the general election alongside choices for president and other top offices. The ballot questions will give voters a chance to directly decide some consequential issues, instead of deferring to their elected representatives.
Some ballot measures also could draw more people to the polls, potentially impacting results for the presidency in swing states, control of Congress and the outcomes for closely contested state offices. 
Arizona, Colorado and California have the greatest number of ballot measures. More could still get placed on ballots in some states. And some measures could get bumped from ballots if pending lawsuits are successful.
Here's a look at some of this year's top ballot issues.

    


Abortion
Initiatives dealing with pregnancy have surged in response to the 2022 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that ended a nationwide right to abortion and shifted the issue to states.
At least nine states will consider constitutional amendments enshrining abortion rights -- Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada and South Dakota. Most would guarantee a right to abortion until fetal viability and allow it later for the health of the pregnant woman. 


Nebraska is the only state with a competing measure. It would place into the constitution the state's current 12-week abortion ban with exceptions for rape, incest and to save the life of the pregnant woman. If both pass, the one with the most votes will take effect. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A proposed amendment in New York doesn't specifically mention abortion but would prohibit discrimination based on "pregnancy outcomes" and "reproductive healthcare and autonomy." 
Assisted suicide
A proposed West Virginia amendment to prohibit medically assisted suicide is the only such measure this year. Physician-assisted suicides are allowed in 10 states and Washington, D.C.

    


Citizen voting
Republican-led legislatures in eight states proposed amendments declaring that only citizens can vote.
A 1996 U.S. law prohibits noncitizens from voting in federal elections, and many states already have similar laws. Yet specific constitutional bans are being proposed in Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina and Wisconsin. The measures are part of a Republican emphasis on immigration and election integrity.
Though there is no indication of widespread voting by noncitizens, some municipalities in California, Maryland, Vermont and Washington, D.C. do allow it for certain local elections.
Crime
A California proposal would toughen punishments for repeat shoplifters and fentanyl dealers and create a new drug court treatment program for people with multiple drug possession convictions. The measure would reverse portions of a 2014 initiative that reduced penalties for nonviolent drug and property crimes to address prison overcrowding. The latest measure comes after a surge of groups committing smash-and-grab thefts at stores.

    


An Arizona measure would require life imprisonment for certain child sex trafficking convictions. Two Colorado proposals would deny bail in first-degree murder cases and lengthen mandatory prison terms before parole eligibility for people convicted of certain violent crimes.
Elections

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Measures in Idaho, Montana, Nevada and South Dakota would create open primary elections, in which candidates from all parties appear on the same ballot and a certain number advance to the general election. Arizona voters will decide between competing proposals that would require either open primaries or the state's current method of partisan primaries. If both pass, the one with the most votes will take effect. 
A Florida measure would expand partisan elections to school boards, reversing a 1998 amendment that made them officially nonpartisan, removing party labels from ballots. 
Measures in Idaho, Nevada and Oregon propose ranked choice voting, in which voters rank their preferences for candidates, with votes cast for the lowest-finishing candidates getting reallocated until one person obtains a majority.

    


Ranked choice voting currently is used in Alaska and Maine. But Alaska voters will consider whether to repeal provisions of a 2020 initiative that instituted open primaries and ranked choice general elections. Missouri's citizens-voting measure also would ban ranked choice voting.
A Connecticut amendment would authorize no-excuse absentee voting. A Nevada proposal would require photo identification to vote in-person or the last four-digits of a driver's license or Social Security number to vote by mail. If approved, the Nevada measure would require a second affirmative vote in 2026 to take effect.
Taxing weapons
A Colorado proposal would make it the second state after California to impose a sales tax on firearms and ammunition. Revenue would go primarily to crime victims' services. The federal government already taxes sales of guns and ammunition.

    


Immigration
An Arizona measure would make it a state crime to enter from a foreign country except through official ports of entry, and for someone already in the U.S. illegally to apply for public benefits using false documents. The border crossing measure is similar to a challenged Texas law that the Justice Department says violates federal authority and would create chaos at the border. 
Arizona's measure also would make it a felony to sell fentanyl that causes a person's death. 
Marijuana
Voters in Florida, North Dakota and South Dakota will decide whether to legalize recreational marijuana for adults. It will be the third vote on the issue in both North Dakota and South Dakota. About half the states currently allow recreational marijuana and about a dozen more allow medical marijuana.
In Massachusetts, an initiative would legalize the possession and supervised use of natural psychedelics, including psilocybin mushrooms.
Marriage
Though the U.S. Supreme Court legalized same-sex marriage nationwide in 2015, some states still have unenforceable provisions against it. Measures in California, Colorado and Hawaii would repeal those provisions. The California measure would go further, declaring: "The right to marry is a fundamental right."
Pay and benefits
A California measure would gradually raise the state's minimum wage for all employers to $18 an hour. Measures in Alaska and Missouri would gradually raise minimum wages to $15 an hour while also requiring paid sick leave. A Nebraska measure would provide paid sick leave but not change wages.
A Massachusetts measure would gradually raise the minimum wage for tipped employees until it matches the rate for other employees. By contrast, an Arizona measure would let tipped workers be paid 25% less than the minimum wage, so long as tips push their total pay beyond the minimum wage threshold.
Prison labor
Proposals in California and Nevada would repeal constitutional provisions that allow "involuntary servitude" as punishment for crime. Some supporters are seeking to curtail forced prison labor.
Colorado began the trend by revising its constitution in 2018 to ban slavery and involuntary servitude. Utah and Nebraska followed in 2020 and Alabama, Oregon, Tennessee and Vermont in 2022.
Property taxes
North Dakota voters will consider a first-of-its-kind move to eliminate property taxes. If approved, local governments could need more than $3 billion biennially in replacement revenue from the state, which collects billions in taxes from the fossil fuel industry.
Rising property values also have spurred measures to cap or cut assessed property values or taxes in Colorado, Florida, Georgia and New Mexico.
Arizona has a unique proposal linking property taxes and responses to homelessness. It would let property owners seek property tax refunds if they incur expenses because a local government declined to enforce ordinances against illegal camping, loitering, panhandling, the obstruction of public thoroughfares, public urination or defecation, or the public consumption of alcohol or illegal drugs. 
Redistricting
An Ohio initiative would create a citizens commission to handle redistricting for U.S. House and state legislative seats, taking the task away from elected officials. A proposed amendment in Utah would let lawmakers repeal or revise voter-approved initiatives -- a response to a state Supreme Court ruling that lawmakers had exceeded their authority by revising a voter-approved redistricting initiative.
Sports betting
Missouri voters will decide whether to legalize sports betting via a measure backed by its professional sports teams. A total of 38 states and Washington, D.C., already allow sports betting, which has expanded rapidly since the U.S. Supreme Court cleared the way for it in 2018. 
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Tropical storm Shanshan lashes Japan with torrential rains and strong winds on its crawl northeast
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            At least three people are dead after a typhoon lashed southern Japan with torrential rain and strong winds Thursday.
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            A metal object blown away by strong winds of a typhoon is caught on a power line in Miyazaki, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            People holding umbrella, struggle with the strong wind as a typhoon is approaching in Kagoshima, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, (Hidetaka Komukai/Kyodo News via AP)
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            An exterior wall of a building is seen damaged by strong wind of a typhoon in Miyazaki, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Farmland along a river is flooded by heavy rains caused by a typhoon in Yufu, Oita prefecture, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            This aerial image shows the landslide in Gamagori, Aichi prefecture, Japan, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. Ahead of the typhoon's arrival, heavy rain caused a landslide that buried a house in the central city of Gamagori. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            A departing flight information board shows that some flights were canceled due to an approaching Typhoon Shanshan at Haneda airport Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            People holding umbrella, struggle with the strong wind as a typhoon is approaching in Fukuoka, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Roof tiles are seen scattered by strong winds of a typhoon at a residential area in Miyazaki, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Roof tiles are seen scattered blown away by strong winds of a typhoon in Miyazaki, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            A road is covered by mud and stones as a typhoon hits the city in Yufu, Oita prefecture western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            A car makes its way through a flooded road as a typhoon hits the city in Usuki, Oita prefecture western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            People holding umbrella, struggles with the strong wind as a typhoon is approaching in Fukuoka, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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                                    At least three people are dead after a typhoon lashed southern Japan with torrential rain and strong winds Thursday.
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            A metal object blown away by strong winds of a typhoon is caught on a power line in Miyazaki, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            People holding umbrella, struggle with the strong wind as a typhoon is approaching in Kagoshima, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, (Hidetaka Komukai/Kyodo News via AP)
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            An exterior wall of a building is seen damaged by strong wind of a typhoon in Miyazaki, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Farmland along a river is flooded by heavy rains caused by a typhoon in Yufu, Oita prefecture, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            This aerial image shows the landslide in Gamagori, Aichi prefecture, Japan, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. Ahead of the typhoon's arrival, heavy rain caused a landslide that buried a house in the central city of Gamagori. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            A departing flight information board shows that some flights were canceled due to an approaching Typhoon Shanshan at Haneda airport Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 15

                                    
                                    A departing flight information board shows that some flights were canceled due to an approaching Typhoon Shanshan at Haneda airport Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 15 | 
            A departing flight information board shows that some flights were canceled due to an approaching Typhoon Shanshan at Haneda airport Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            A departing flight information board shows that some flights were canceled due to an approaching Typhoon Shanshan at Haneda airport Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            People holding umbrella, struggle with the strong wind as a typhoon is approaching in Fukuoka, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Roof tiles are seen scattered by strong winds of a typhoon at a residential area in Miyazaki, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Roof tiles are seen scattered blown away by strong winds of a typhoon in Miyazaki, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            A road is covered by mud and stones as a typhoon hits the city in Yufu, Oita prefecture western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            A car makes its way through a flooded road as a typhoon hits the city in Usuki, Oita prefecture western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            People holding umbrella, struggles with the strong wind as a typhoon is approaching in Fukuoka, western Japan, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- A strong storm lashed southern Japan with torrential rain and strong winds Thursday, causing at least three deaths as it started a crawl up the length of the archipelago and raised concerns of flooding, landslides and extensive damage.
Tropical storm Shanshan made landfall Thursday morning as a powerful typhoon on the southern island of Kyushu and then gradually lost strength, though it was still forecast to bring strong winds, high waves and significant rainfall to most of the country, particularly on Kyushu.
About 60 centimeters (nearly 2 feet) of rain fell in parts of Miyazaki prefecture on Kyushu, swelling rivers and threatening floods, the Japan Meteorological Agency said. That 24-hour total was more than the average rainfall for all of August, it said. 
By late afternoon Thursday, the storm was moving north at 15 kph (9 mph) and its winds had weakened to 108 kph (67 mph). It is "no longer a powerful typhoon," the agency said. 

    


As disaster risks in the Kyushu region subsided later Thursday, Shanshan started dumping heavy rain on neighboring Shikoku island.
The storm ripped through downtown Miyazaki city on Kyushu, knocking down trees, throwing cars to the side in parking lots and shattering windows of some buildings. The prefectural disaster management task force said about 50 buildings were damaged. 




NHK public television showed a swollen river in the popular hot spring town of Yufu in Oita prefecture, just north of Miyazaki, with muddy water splashing against a bridge.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More than 70 people were injured across Kyushu, mostly in Miyazaki and Kagoshima. Some were injured by being thrown to the ground by the storm on their way to shelters, the Fire and Disaster Management Agency said.
About 168,000 households were without power across Kyushu, most of them in Kagoshima prefecture, Kyushu Electric Power Co. said. 
About 20,000 people took shelter at municipal community centers, school gymnasiums and other facilities across Kyushu, according to prefectural reports.

    


Ahead of the storm's arrival, heavy rain triggered a landslide that buried a house in the central city of Gamagori, killing three residents and injuring two others, the city's disaster management department said. On the southern island of Amami, which Shanshan passed, one person was injured by being knocked down by a wind gust while riding a motorcycle, the fire agency said.
Weather and government officials are concerned about extensive damage as the storm slowly sweeps up the Japanese archipelago to the northeast over the next few days, threatening more floods and landslides. 
In the Tokyo region, Shinkansen bullet trains connecting Tokyo and Osaka were suspended starting Thursday evening due to heavy rain in the central region. Bullet train service also was to be suspended in parts of the western and central regions on Friday. 
Disaster Management Minister Yoshifumi Matsumura said Shanshan could cause "unprecedented" levels of violent winds, high waves, storm surges and heavy rain. At a task force meeting on Wednesday, he urged people, especially older adults, not to hesitate and take shelter whenever there is any safety concern. 

    


Hundreds of domestic flights connecting southwestern cities and islands were canceled Thursday, and bullet trains and some local train services were suspended. As the storm headed northeast, similar steps were taken in parts of the main island of Honshu that were experiencing heavy rain. Postal and delivery services were suspended in the Kyushu region, and supermarkets and other stores planned to close.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/typhoon-shanshan-japan-kyushu-honshu-5805bc825ea55e3f3736f1ae3283f154
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            FILE - In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Aug. 9, 2024, a Russian military column moves to fight Ukrainian forces in the Sudzhansky district of the Kursk region of Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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            FILE - Residents leave an apartment building damaged in shelling by Ukrainian forces in Kursk, Russia, on Aug. 11, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - A column of Russian army trucks damaged by shelling by Ukrainian forces is seen on the highway in the Sudzhansky district in the Kursk region of Russia, on Aug. 9, 2024. (Anatoliy Zhdanov/Kommersant Publishing House via AP, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin leads a meeting with top security and defense officials at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside of Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 12, 2024, to discuss the fighting in the Kursk and Belgorod border regions of Russia. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry press service on Aug. 16, 2024, a Russian soldier fires a Rapira anti-tank gun in the border area of the Kursk region of Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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            FILE - Ukrainian servicemen sit in their armored personnel carrier in Ukraine's Sumy region on Aug. 14, 2024, after returning from Russia's Kursk region. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - Ukrainian historian Yuri Savchuk carries a road sign in Sudzha, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - A damaged monument to Soviet founder Vladimir Lenin stands in a central square in Sudzha, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Residents take shelter in a basement in Sudzha, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Aug. 18, 2024, Russian soldiers fire a Giatsint-S gun toward Ukrainian positions at an undisclosed location near the Russian-Ukrainian border area in the Kursk region of Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - In an image taken from footage released by the Ukrainian armed forces on Aug. 18, 2024, smoke billows in what is said to show the destruction of a key bridge in Russia's Kursk region by Ukrainian forces. (Ukrainian Armed Force via AP, File)
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            FILE - Evacuees line up to fill out forms at a humanitarian aid distribution center in Kursk, Russia, on Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Aug. 21, 2024, glide bombs released by a Russian warplane are seen en route to targets amid an incursion by Ukrainian forces into Russia's Kursk region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            FILE - In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Aug. 9, 2024, a Russian military column moves to fight Ukrainian forces in the Sudzhansky district of the Kursk region of Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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            FILE - Residents leave an apartment building damaged in shelling by Ukrainian forces in Kursk, Russia, on Aug. 11, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - A column of Russian army trucks damaged by shelling by Ukrainian forces is seen on the highway in the Sudzhansky district in the Kursk region of Russia, on Aug. 9, 2024. (Anatoliy Zhdanov/Kommersant Publishing House via AP, File)
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            FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin leads a meeting with top security and defense officials at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside of Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 12, 2024, to discuss the fighting in the Kursk and Belgorod border regions of Russia. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            FILE - In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry press service on Aug. 16, 2024, a Russian soldier fires a Rapira anti-tank gun in the border area of the Kursk region of Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP, File)
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            FILE - Ukrainian servicemen sit in their armored personnel carrier in Ukraine's Sumy region on Aug. 14, 2024, after returning from Russia's Kursk region. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)
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            FILE - Ukrainian historian Yuri Savchuk carries a road sign in Sudzha, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - A damaged monument to Soviet founder Vladimir Lenin stands in a central square in Sudzha, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Residents take shelter in a basement in Sudzha, Russia, on Aug. 16, 2024. This image was approved by the Ukrainian Defense Ministry before publication. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Aug. 18, 2024, Russian soldiers fire a Giatsint-S gun toward Ukrainian positions at an undisclosed location near the Russian-Ukrainian border area in the Kursk region of Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 13

                                    
                                    FILE - In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Aug. 18, 2024, Russian soldiers fire a Giatsint-S gun toward Ukrainian positions at an undisclosed location near the Russian-Ukrainian border area in the Kursk region of Russia. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 13 | 
            FILE - In an image taken from footage released by the Ukrainian armed forces on Aug. 18, 2024, smoke billows in what is said to show the destruction of a key bridge in Russia's Kursk region by Ukrainian forces. (Ukrainian Armed Force via AP, File)
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            FILE - Evacuees line up to fill out forms at a humanitarian aid distribution center in Kursk, Russia, on Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Aug. 21, 2024, glide bombs released by a Russian warplane are seen en route to targets amid an incursion by Ukrainian forces into Russia's Kursk region. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                        After three weeks of fighting, Russia is still struggling to dislodge Ukrainian forces from the Kursk region, a surprisingly slow and low-key response to the first occupation of its territory since World War II.
It all comes down to Russian manpower and Russian priorities.
With the bulk of its military pressing offensives inside Ukraine, the Kremlin appears to lack enough reserves for now to drive out Kyiv's forces.
President Vladimir Putin doesn't seem to view the attack -- or at least, give the impression that he views it -- as a grave enough threat to warrant pulling troops from eastern Ukraine's Donbas region, his priority target.
"Putin's focus is on the collapse of the Ukrainian state, which he believes will automatically render any territorial control irrelevant," wrote Tatiana Stanovaya, senior fellow at the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center.

    


Putin's priorities
Months after launching the full-scale invasion in 2022, Putin illegally annexed the Ukrainian regions of Donetsk, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kherson as part of Russian territory, and their full capture has been a top priority. He declared in June that Kyiv must withdraw its forces from parts of those regions it controls as a condition for peace talks, a demand that Ukraine rejects.




"In marshaling forces to meet Ukraine's incursion, Russia is doing all it can to avoid drawing units from its own offensive in the Donbas," said Nigel Gould-Davies of the International Institute of Strategic Studies. "Russia currently judges that it can contain the threat on its own soil without compromising its most important goal in Ukraine."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Even as Ukrainian forces pushed into Kursk on Aug. 6, Russian troops continued their slow advance around the strategic city of Pokrovsk and other parts of the Donetsk area.
"Russia is very keen on continuing the attacks toward Pokrovsk and not taking resources away from Pokrovsk to Kursk," said Nico Lange, senior fellow at the Washington-based Center for European Policy Analysis. 

    


Unlike Pokrovsk, where Ukrainian forces have built extensive fortifications, other parts of Donetsk still under Ukrainian control are less protected and could be significantly more vulnerable to the Russian onslaught if Pokrovsk falls.
Speaking about Kursk in televised meetings with officials, Putin described the incursion as an attempt by Kyiv to slow the Russian campaign in Donetsk, where he said the Russian advance only has accelerated despite events in Kursk.
Russia also has launched a steady barrage of long-range strikes on Ukraine's power grid. An attack Monday on energy facilities was one of the largest of the war, involving over 200 missiles and drones and causing widespread blackouts. It highlighted loopholes in Ukraine's air defenses that are stretched between protecting front-line troops as well as infrastructure.
Playing down the incursion
Focused on capturing Ukraine's four regions, Putin has sought to attach little importance to Kyiv's foray into Kursk.
"Rather than rallying the population against a threat to the motherland, the Kremlin is anxious to downplay the incursion," said Gould-Davies of the London-based IISS.

    


Faced with the reality of the occupation of Russia's territory, the state propaganda machine has sought to distract attention from the obvious military failure by focusing on government efforts to help over 130,000 residents displaced from their homes.
State-controlled media cast the attack on Kursk as evidence of Kyiv's aggressive intentions and more proof that Russia was justified in invading Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022.
Stanovaya noted that while many Kursk residents could be angry at the Kremlin, the overall nationwide sentiment could actually favor the authorities.
"While it's certainly a blow to the Kremlin's reputation, it is unlikely to spark a significant rise in social or political discontent among the population," she said. "The Ukrainian attack might actually lead to a rallying around the flag and a rise in anti-Ukrainian and anti-Western sentiments."
A limited Kremlin response
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said the push into the Kursk region is meant to create a buffer zone to impede Russian attacks. His chief military officer, Gen. Oleksandr Syrskyi, said Kyiv's forces control nearly 1,300 square kilometers (about 500 square miles) and about 100 settlements in the region, a claim that couldn't be independently verified.

    


With the combat situation in Kursk in flux, unlike the static front lines in Donetsk, Ukrainian units could roam the region without establishing a lasting presence in many of the settlements they claim.
Observers say Russia does not have enough well-coordinated resources to chase the Ukrainian forces in Kursk.
"Moscow's efforts to counter the new Ukrainian offensive appear limited to sending units from all over Russia, including a proportion of militia and irregular forces," said Ben Barry, senior fellow for land warfare at the IISS, in a commentary.

    


Until the Kursk incursion, Putin has refrained from using conscripts in the war to avoid a public backlash. Young conscripts drafted for a compulsory one-year tour of duty have served away from the front, and those deployed to protect the border in the Kursk region became easy prey for Ukraine's battle-hardened mechanized infantry units. Hundreds were captured, and 115 were exchanged for Ukrainian troops over the weekend.
Commentators observed that Putin also is reluctant to call up more reservists, fearing domestic destabilization like what happened when he ordered a highly unpopular mobilization of 300,000 in response to a Ukrainian counteroffensive in 2022. Hundreds of thousands fled Russia to avoid being sent to combat.
Since then, the Kremlin has bolstered its forces in Ukraine with volunteers attracted by relatively high wages, but that flow has ebbed in recent months.
It would take tens of thousands of troops to fully dislodge the Ukrainian force, estimated at 10,000, that used the region's dense forests as cover.
Clearly lacking resources for such a massive operation, Russia for now has focused on stemming deeper Ukrainian advances by sealing roads and targeting Kyiv's reserves -- tactics that have been partially successful.
Ukraine, meanwhile, has confounded the Russian military by destroying bridges across the Seym River, disrupting logistics for some Russian units in the region and creating conditions for establishing a pocket of control.
Lange predicted Ukrainian troops could use the river to carve out a buffer zone.
"I would expect the Ukrainians to find some few more choke points for Russian logistics and infrastructure, not necessarily only bridges, and take them under control," he said.
The risks for Ukraine
By capturing a chunk of Russian territory, Ukraine has embarrassed the Kremlin and reshaped the battlefield. But diverting some of the country's most capable forces from the east is a gamble for Kyiv.
"This all carries considerable risk, particularly if an effort to over-stretch Russian forces results in overstretching the smaller Ukrainian forces," according to Barry of the IISS.
An attempt to create a foothold in Kursk would further extend the more than 1,000-kilometer (over 600-mile) front line, adding to the challenges faced by the undermanned and outgunned Ukrainian forces. Defending positions inside Russia would raise serious logistical problems, with the extended supply lines becoming easy targets.
"The Russian system is very hierarchical and stiff, so it always takes them a significant amount of time to adapt to a new situation," Lange said, "but we will have to see how Ukraine can sustain there, once Russia has adapted and comes with full force."
___
See full AP coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/ukraine#
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Telegram CEO Durov faces preliminary charges in France of allowing crime on messaging app

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    French authorities have handed Telegram CEO Pavel Durov preliminary charges for allowing alleged criminal activity on his messaging app, and barred him from leaving France pending further investigation.
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French authorities handed preliminary charges to Telegram CEO Pavel Durov on Wednesday for allowing alleged criminal activity on his messaging app and barred him from leaving France pending further investigation.
Both free-speech advocates and authoritarian governments have spoken in Durov's defense since his weekend arrest. The case has also called attention to the challenges of policing illegal activity online, and to the Russia-born Durov's own unusual biography and multiple passports.
Durov was detained Saturday at Le Bourget airport outside Paris as part of a sweeping investigation opened earlier this year, and released earlier Wednesday after four days of questioning. Investigative judges filed preliminary charges Wednesday night and ordered him to pay 5 million euros bail and to report to a police station twice a week, according to a statement from the Paris prosecutor's office. 

    


Allegations against Durov, who is also a French citizen, include that his platform is being used for child sexual abuse material and drug trafficking, and that Telegram refused to share information or documents with investigators when required by law.




The first preliminary charge against him was for ''complicity in managing an online platform to allow illicit transactions by an organized group,'' a crime that can lead to sentences of up to 10 years in prison and 500,000 euro fine, the prosecutor's office said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Preliminary charges under French law mean magistrates have strong reason to believe a crime was committed but allow more time for further investigation. 
David-Olivier Kaminski, a lawyer for Durov, was quoted by French media as saying "it's totally absurd to think that the person in charge of a social network could be implicated in criminal acts that don't concern him, directly or indirectly."
Prosecutors said Durov is, "at this stage, the only person implicated in this case." They did not exclude the possibility that other people are being investigated, but declined to comment on other possible arrest warrants. Any other arrest warrant would be revealed only if the target of such a warrant is detained and informed of their rights, prosecutors said in a statement to the AP. 

    


French authorities opened a preliminary investigation in February in response to ''the near total absence of a response by Telegram to judicial requests'' for data for pursuing suspects, notably those accused of crimes against children, the prosecutor's office said.
Durov's arrest in France has caused outrage in Russia, with some government officials calling it politically motivated and proof of the West's double standard on freedom of speech. The outcry has raised eyebrows among Kremlin critics because in 2018, Russian authorities themselves tried to block the Telegram app but failed, withdrawing the ban in 2020. 
In Iran, where Telegram is widely used despite being officially banned after years of protests challenging the country's Shiite theocracy, Durov's arrest in France prompted comments from the Islamic Republic's supreme leader. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei weighed in with veiled praise for France for being "strict" against those who "violate your governance" of the internet. 

    


French President Emmanuel Macron said Monday that Durov's arrest wasn't a political move but part of an independent investigation. Macron posted on X that his country "is deeply committed" to freedom of expression but "freedoms are upheld within a legal framework, both on social media and in real life, to protect citizens and respect their fundamental rights." 
In a statement posted on its platform after Durov's arrest, Telegram said it abides by EU laws, and its moderation is "within industry standards and constantly improving."
"Almost a billion users globally use Telegram as means of communication and as a source of vital information. We're awaiting a prompt resolution of this situation,'' it said.
In addition to Russia and France, Durov is also a citizen of the United Arab Emirates and the Caribbean island nation of St. Kitts and Nevis. 

    


The UAE Foreign Ministry said Tuesday that it was "closely following the case" and had asked France to provide Durov "with all the necessary consular services in an urgent manner." 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said he hoped that Durov "has all the necessary opportunities for his legal defense" and added that Moscow stands "ready to provide all necessary assistance and support" to the Telegram CEO as a Russian citizen.
"But the situation is complicated by the fact that he is also a citizen of France," Peskov said.
Telegram was founded by Durov and his brother after he himself faced pressure from Russian authorities.
In 2013, he sold his stake in VKontakte, a popular Russian social networking site which he launched in 2006.
The company came under pressure during the Russian government's crackdown following mass pro-democracy protests that rocked Moscow at the end of 2011 and 2012.

    


Durov had said authorities demanded that the site take down online communities of Russian opposition activists, and later that it hand over personal data of users who took part in the 2013-2014 popular uprising in Ukraine, which eventually ousted a pro-Kremlin president. 
Durov said in a recent interview that he had turned down these demands and left the country.
The demonstrations prompted Russian authorities to clamp down on the digital space, and Telegram and its pro-privacy stance offered a convenient way for Russians to communicate and share news.
Telegram also continues to be a popular source of news in Ukraine, where both media outlets and officials use it to share information on the war, and deliver missile and air raid alerts.
Western governments have often criticized Telegram for a lack of content moderation.
_____
Barbara Surk reported from Nice, France.
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Nvidia stock slips even after earnings top Wall Street estimates and demand for AI chips surges
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            FILE - Jensen Huang, chief executive officer of Nvidia, speaks at SIGGRAPH 2024, in the Colorado Convention Center on July 29, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            A sign for a Nvidia office building is shown in Santa Clara, Calif., Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Nvidia may have exceeded Wall Street estimates as its profit jumped -- buffeted by the chipmaking dominance that has cemented Nvidia's place as the poster child of the artificial intelligence boom -- but investors seemed less than impressed.
The company reported a net income of to $16.6 billion. Adjusted for one-time items, net income was $16.95 billion. Revenue rose to $30 billion, up 122% from a year ago and 15% from the previous quarter.
By comparison, S&P 500 companies overall are expected to deliver just 5% growth in revenue for the quarter, according to FactSet. Still, Nvidia shares slipped nearly 4% in after-hours trading.
Ryan Detrick, chief market strategist at Carson Group, said that despite growing revenue "it appears the bar was just set a tad too high this earnings season."
"Death, taxes, and NVDA beats on earnings are three things you can bank on," Detrick said. "Here's the issue. The size of the beat this time was much smaller than we've been seeing. Even future guidance was raised, but again not by the tune from previous quarters."

    


The company reported second-quarter adjusted earnings per share of 68 cents per share, up from 27 cents a year ago. Nvidia said it expects third quarter revenue to grow to $32.5 billion, plus or minus 2%.


Nvidia has led the artificial intelligence sector to become one of the stock market's biggest companies, as tech giants continue to spend heavily on the company's chips and data centers needed to train and operate their AI systems. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The people who are investing in Nvidia infrastructure are getting returns on it right away," Jensen Huang, founder and CEO of Nvidia, said on a call with analysts. "It's the best ROI infrastructure, computing infrastructure investment you can make today."
Demand for generative AI products that can compose documents, make images and serve as personal assistants has fueled sales of Nvidia's specialized chips over the last year. In June, Nvidia briefly rose to become the most valuable company in the S&P 500. The company is now worth over $3 trillion. 

    


Nvidia CFO Colette Kress said during the analyst call that the company is planning to increase production of its Blackwell AI chips beginning in the fourth quarter and continuing through fiscal 2026. Kress said Nvidia expects several billion dollars in Blackwell revenue in the fourth quarter, with shipments of its Hopper graphics processor unit, or GPU, expected to increase in the second half of fiscal 2025.
In an interview with Bloomberg Television, Huang said the company will "have a great next year as well."
Through the year's first six months, Nvidia's stock price soared nearly 150%. At that point, it was trading at a little more than 100 times the company's earnings over the prior 12 months. That's much more expensive than it's been historically and than the S&P 500 in general. That's why analysts warn of a selloff if Wall Street sees any indication that AI demand is waning.
Dan Ives, an analyst with Wedbush Securities, called the earnings part of a "historic, meteoric rise from Nvidia and the godfather of AI, Jensen (Huang)." Investors, Ives added, are picking apart "robust numbers" and trying to find holes in them. Although Nvidia said it estimates about $32.5 billion in revenue in the third fiscal quarter, some analysts expected a slightly higher figure, he said.

    


"I view it as kind of like splitting hairs," Ives said. The demand for AI technology is only accelerating, he added, echoing Huang's previous statements that the world is in the midst of the next industrial revolution.
"This is the most watched earnings -- not just in tech, but in the market, in many years," he said. "Investors will initially overreact to any sort of short-lived weakness. But I believe this actually put more fuel into the tank of the bull market."
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            A vandalized statue of Christopher Columbus towers over Columbus Square in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. Officials in the Caribbean island nation are reviewing on whether to remove statues, signs and monuments that reference European colonization. (AP Photo/Robert Taylor)
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            A vendor holds a handful of Trinidad and Tobago dollars, in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Prime Minister Keith Rowley announced Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, the country is redrawing the island's coat of arms to remove references to European colonization and that Christopher Columbus' three ships will be replaced with the steelpan, a popular percussion instrument. (AP Photo/Ash Allen)
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            The country's coat of arms hangs at the entrance of a government building in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Prime Minister Keith Rowley announced on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, that the country is redrawing the island's coat of arms to remove references to European colonization, replacing Christopher Columbus' three ships with the steelpan, a popular percussion instrument. (AP Photo/Ash Allen)
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            The country's coat of arms hangs on the facade of a government building in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Prime Minister Keith Rowley announced on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, that the country is redrawing the island's coat of arms to remove references to European colonization, replacing Christopher Columbus' three ships with the steelpan, a popular percussion instrument. (AP Photo/Ash Allen)
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            The country's coat of arms is displayed on the facade of a government building in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Prime Minister Keith Rowley announced on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, that the country is redrawing the island's coat of arms to remove references to European colonization, replacing Christopher Columbus' three ships with the steelpan, a popular percussion instrument. (AP Photo/Ash Allen)
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            A vandalized statue of Christopher Columbus stands in Columbus Square in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. Officials in the Caribbean island nation are reviewing on whether to remove statues, signs and monuments that reference European colonization. (AP Photo/Robert Taylor)
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            The vandalized statue of Christopher Columbus stands in Columbus Square in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. Officials in the Caribbean island nation are reviewing on whether to remove statues, signs and monuments that reference European colonization. (AP Photo/Robert Taylor)
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            The country's coat of arms hangs on the facade of a government building in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Prime Minister Keith Rowley announced on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, that the country is redrawing the island's coat of arms to remove references to European colonization, replacing Christopher Columbus' three ships with the steelpan, a popular percussion instrument. (AP Photo/Ash Allen)
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            The country's coat of arms is displayed on the facade of a government building in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Prime Minister Keith Rowley announced on Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, that the country is redrawing the island's coat of arms to remove references to European colonization, replacing Christopher Columbus' three ships with the steelpan, a popular percussion instrument. (AP Photo/Ash Allen)
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- In a small auditorium in the seaside capital of Trinidad and Tobago, Christopher Columbus and other colonial-era figures came under scrutiny late Wednesday in a lengthy debate punctuated by snickers, applause and outbursts.
The government had asked residents of the diverse, twin-island nation in the eastern Caribbean if they supported the removal of statues, signs and monuments with colonial ties and how those spaces should be used instead. One by one, people of African, European and Indigenous descent stepped up to the microphone and responded.
Some suggested a prominent Columbus statue be placed in a museum. Others requested it be destroyed and that people be allowed to stomp on the dusty remains. One man encouraged officials to round up statues of colonial figures and create a "square of the infamous."

    


The majority of the more than two dozen people who spoke, and dozens of others commenting online, supported removal of colonial-era symbols and names.
"It's an issue about how after 62 years of independence ... we continue to live in a space that reflects the ideals and the vision and the views of those who were our colonial masters," said Zakiya Uzoma-Wadada, executive chair of the islands' Emancipation Support Committee.




Trinidad and Tobago is the latest nation to embrace a global movement that began in recent years to abolish colonial-era symbols as it reckons with its past and questions if and how it should memorialize it as demands for slavery reparations grow across the Caribbean.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The public hearing was held just a week after the government announced it would redraw the nation's coat of arms to remove Christopher Columbus' three famous ships -- the Pinta, the Nina and the Santa Maria - and replace it with the steelpan, a popular percussion instrument that originated in the Caribbean nation.

    


Others pushed for further changes on Wednesday night.
"What the hell is the queen still doing on top of the coat of arms? Please let us put her to rest," said Eric Lewis, who identifies as a member of the First Peoples, also known as Amerindians.
Trinidad and Tobago was first colonized by the Spanish, who ruled it for nearly 300 years before ceding it to the British, who governed it for more than 160 years until the islands' independence in 1962. The colonial imprint remains throughout streets and plazas, with a statue of Christopher Columbus dominating a square of the same name in the capital of Port-of-Spain.
The islands' National Trust calls it "one of the greatest embellishments of our town," but many differ.
"It's disrespectful to those who were the victims of him. The people suffered tremendously," said Shania James as she called for the statue to be placed in a museum. "His atrocities should not be forgotten."
But a handful of people dismissed concerns about how their ancestors were treated, including tour guide Teresa Hope, who is Black.
"They survived, and I survived, and we will keep on moving," she said, adding that if the actions of historical figures were scrutinized, "everything would get knocked down."

    


Rubadiri Victor, president of the Artists' Coalition, said his country should instead erect statues and monuments to honor some of the more than 200 Trinbagonians who represent the best of the islands.
"We stumbling and tripping over heroes," he said. "To have produced so much genius, and that lineage is nowhere present in the landscape."
Among the suggestions of people to honor was Nobel Prize-winning author V.S. Naipaul; Cyril Lionel Robert James, a historian and journalist; and Kwame Ture, who helped spearhead the Black Power movement in the U.S. Others suggested that prominent Amerindians and more local women be honored, including Patricia Bishop, an educator and musician and Beryl McBurnie, a teacher credited with promoting and saving Caribbean dance.
The debate was scheduled to continue soon in the sister island of Tobago, with the government having received nearly 200 submissions overall so far on what it should do.
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            In this photo provided by the National Park Service, water shoots out of a pipeline that broke along the North Kaibab Trail on Aug. 20, 2024 at Grand Canyon National Park, Ariz. (National Park Service via AP)
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            FILE - The South Rim of Grand Canyon National Park is seen in Grand Canyon Village, Ariz., Aug. 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Guests leave the Bright Angel Lodge, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Grand Canyon, Arizona. Visitors won't be able to stay overnight in hotels at Grand Canyon National Park beginning Thursday after a series of breaks in the only pipeline that serves the popular tourist destination. The restrictions will run throughout the Labor Day holiday, when hotels are near or at capacity. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            Guests leave the Maswik Lodge, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Grand Canyon, Arizona. Visitors won't be able to stay overnight in hotels at Grand Canyon National Park beginning Thursday after a series of breaks in the only pipeline that serves the popular tourist destination. The restrictions will run throughout the Labor Day holiday, when hotels are near or at capacity. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            In this photo provided by the National Park Service, water shoots out of a pipeline that broke along the North Kaibab Trail on Aug. 20, 2024 at Grand Canyon National Park, Ariz. (National Park Service via AP)
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            FILE - The South Rim of Grand Canyon National Park is seen in Grand Canyon Village, Ariz., Aug. 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            Guests leave the Bright Angel Lodge, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Grand Canyon, Arizona. Visitors won't be able to stay overnight in hotels at Grand Canyon National Park beginning Thursday after a series of breaks in the only pipeline that serves the popular tourist destination. The restrictions will run throughout the Labor Day holiday, when hotels are near or at capacity. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            Guests leave the Maswik Lodge, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Grand Canyon, Arizona. Visitors won't be able to stay overnight in hotels at Grand Canyon National Park beginning Thursday after a series of breaks in the only pipeline that serves the popular tourist destination. The restrictions will run throughout the Labor Day holiday, when hotels are near or at capacity. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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                                    Guests leave the Maswik Lodge, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Grand Canyon, Arizona. Visitors won't be able to stay overnight in hotels at Grand Canyon National Park beginning Thursday after a series of breaks in the only pipeline that serves the popular tourist destination. The restrictions will run throughout the Labor Day holiday, when hotels are near or at capacity. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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                                        GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK, Ariz. (AP) -- The main pipeline providing water to the Grand Canyon National Park has failed after a series of breaks, leading to a sudden and sweeping shutdown of overnight hotel stays during one of the busiest times of the year for the famous tourist destination.
Water restrictions will run throughout the Labor Day holiday when hotels are near or at capacity. It's an unprecedented outcome, even for a pipeline with a long history of frequent failures.
Since July 8, the park has faced challenges with its water supply, and no water is currently being pumped to either the canyon's south or north rims, officials said.
Heidi Zahner Younts, of Iowa City, Iowa, said Wednesday in a comment on the park's Facebook page that she had "the trip of a lifetime" with her daughter planned for the weekend, calling the situation sad.

    


By Wednesday evening, however, she told The Associated Press via Facebook message that she was able to book a different hotel outside the park. She said she hoped the water restrictions would mean "less traffic and people."
The 12.5 mile-long (20 kilometer-long) Transcanyon Waterline, originally built in the 1960s, supplies potable water for facilities on the South Rim and inner canyon. Park officials say it has exceeded its expected lifespan.




Since 2010, there have been more than 85 major breaks that disrupted water delivery, but none that have forced what park officials call "Stage 4" water restrictions. That is, until four recent significant breaks. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Under these water restrictions, visitors won't be able to stay overnight starting Thursday, including at El Tovar, Bright Angel Lodge, Maswik Lodge and Phantom Ranch. The impacts weren't immediately obvious on Wednesday night, as some hotel restaurants continued serving food and cars filled parking lots at the South Rim.
Hotels located outside the park in the town of Tusayan, Arizona, will not be impacted, and the park will remain open during the day.

    


Carved by the Colorado River and known for its vast desert landscapes, the Grand Canyon welcomed nearly 523,000 visitors last August and more than 466,000 visitors last September.
Josh Coddington, communications director at the Arizona Office of Tourism, said he expects an uptick in calls from people wanting to know if they can visit the Grand Canyon.
"The Grand Canyon is known not only throughout the U.S., but throughout the world, and people love visiting it," he said.
While the park isn't entirely closed, any perception that it is could negatively impact the cities and towns where tourists sleep, shop and dine on their way to the canyon, including Flagstaff, Williams and Tusayan on the south side and Cameron on the east side.
Park officials hope to restore full operational status for overnight guests on the South Rim as quickly as possible.
Complicating restoration efforts, however, is that the breaks occurred in a narrow part of the canyon known as "the box," an area susceptible to rock fall and with high temperatures this time of the year. A photo of one of the recent breaks released by park officials shows a funnel of water spewing from the pipe and across the slim canyon.

    


"It's definitely a challenging place to be and have a pipeline break on you," Baird said, noting safety concerns for the crews tasked with repairing the damage.
The pipeline failure comes amid a $208 million rehabilitation project of the waterline by the National Park Service that began recently. Upgrades to the associated water delivery system are expected to be completed in 2027.
The park says it wants to meet water supply needs for 6 million annual visitors and its 2,500 year-round residents.
___
Yamat reported from Las Vegas. Associated Press journalists Walter Berry in Phoenix, Felicia Fonseca in Flagstaff, Arizona, and Lisa Baumann in Bellingham, Washington, contributed to this report.
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            Ben Shelton, of the United States, reacts after defeating Roberto Bautista Agut, of Spain, during the second round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, reacts after scoring a point against Alexander Shevchenko, of Kazakhstan, during the second round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Barbora Krejcikova, of the Czech Republic, returns a shot to Elena-Gariela Ruse, of Romania, during the first round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Coco Gauff, of the United States, returns a shot to Tatjana Maria, of Germany, during a second round match of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Elena-Gabriela Ruse, of Romania, reacts after defeating Barbora Krejcikova, of the Czech Republic, during the second round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Paula Badosa, of Spain, reacts after defeating Taylor Townsend, of the United States, during the second round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Elena-Gabriela Ruse, of Romania, returns a shot to Barbora Krejcikova, of the Czech Republic, during the first round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, reacts after scoring a point against Alexander Shevchenko, of Kazakhstan, during the second round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Coco Gauff, of the United States, returns a shot to Tatjana Maria, of Germany, during a second round match of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Frances Tiafoe is getting the rematch he wants, a second shot at Ben Shelton at the U.S. Open.
But there won't be a second straight Grand Slam title for Barbora Krejcikova.
The Wimbledon champion was knocked out of the U.S. Open in the second round on Wednesday, defeated by Elena-Gabriela Ruse 6-4, 7-5.
The No. 8-seeded Krejcikova won her second Grand Slam singles title this summer, but then she didn't play any matches after the Paris Olympics. She acknowledged last week not knowing where her level of play was.
Turns out, it wasn't good enough.
"I mean, winning Wimbledon is amazing. It's a great, great, great result, I'm very proud about it and how I was able to handle everything there," said Krejcikova, who hadn't played a tournament on hard courts since February.
"I think I was playing quite well, definitely better than in the first match. I think my game was improving, but it just wasn't enough."

    


No woman has won Wimbledon and the U.S. Open in the same year since Serena Williams in 2012.
Tiafoe had short work on the steamiest day of the tournament thus far, with temperatures in New York surpassing 90 degrees Fahrenheit (32 degrees Celsius). Three men's matches ended when an opponent stopped playing, the last one sending defending champion Novak Djokovic to the third round when Laslo Djere retired early in the third set with what appeared to be pain near his hip after they played for more than two hours across the first two sets.




"You know, in the end, not the kind of finish that we players or crowd wants to see, but I think it's probably due to that physical battle that we had in the opening two sets," the No. 2-seeded Djokovic said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tiafoe, the No. 20 seed, won the first two sets before his opponent, Alexander Shevchenko, retired after the first game of the third set.
Shelton, the No. 13 seed, later beat Roberto Bautista Agut 6-3, 6-4, 6-4. He ousted Tiafoe last year in the quarterfinals, stopping Tiafoe from what would have been a second straight trip to the U.S. Open semifinals.

    


"Obviously he's very much like me in how excited and energetic he is on the court," Tiafoe said, "and has such a big game and big shots and serves big and gets the crowd going."
Well, maybe not quite as well as Tiafoe does.
"I know that the people love him here. Probably more than me. He's electric here, and his crowds are electric here," the 21-year-old Shelton said. 
"It will be a battle. It will be a war just like the last two times we've played. Yeah, I'm more than excited to be out there with him again."
They were two of the four American men to reach the third round in the bottom half of the draw. No. 12 Taylor Fritz got there by beating Matteo Berrettini 6-3, 7-6 (1), 6-1, while Brandon Nakashima beat Arthur Cazaux and will next play No. 18 Lozenzo Musetti, the bronze medalist at the Olympics. 
Defending champion Coco Gauff marched into the third round on the women's side with a 6-4, 6-0 victory over Tatjana Maria. The No. 3 seed will next face No. 27 seed Elina Svitolina.

    


Ruse, a 26-year-old from Romania, advanced to the third round of a Grand Slam for the first time and will play No. 26 seed Paula Badosa, who eliminated American Taylor Townsend 6-3, 7-5.
Jiri Lehecka ignored the heat to engineer the biggest comeback of his career, rallying to beat Mitchell Krueger 6-7 (5), 0-6, 6-4, 6-4, 7-5 in a match that finished a minute shy of four hours. Lehecka, the No. 32 seed, not only came from two sets down for the first time in his career, but he was even down 3-0 in the third set against the American qualifier.
"I kind of dug back into the match with a big fight, and then the fourth set and fifth set was just a battle and we were both fighting for every point," Lehecka said.
He will face No. 6 seed Andrey Rublev, who also came from two sets down to outlast Arthur Rinderknech 4-6, 5-7, 6-1, 6-2, 6-2.
Past U.S. Open finalists Aryna Sabalenka and Alexander Zverev both won their matches in straight sets, while Olympic gold medalist Zheng Qinwen, the No. 7 seed, rallied passed Erika Andreeva in three sets. But No. 12 Daria Kasatkina was upset by American Peyton Stearns, who will next face No. 24 seed and Olympic silver medalist Donna Vekic.
Another women's third-round match will see No. 14 seed Madison Keys against No. 33 Elise Mertens. Keys, the 2017 runner-up in Flushing Meadows, rolled past Maya Joint 6-4, 6-0, while Mertens knocked out Ajla Tomljanovic 6-3, 6-2.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            Nine Palestinians were killed after Israel launched a major military operation in the north of the occupied West Bank. Israel says all nine killed are militants and that the operation is aimed at preventing attacks on Israeli civilians. Palestinian health officials say the Israeli operations into Jenin and Tulkarem have blocked off access to hospitals and ripped up roads and infrastructure. (AP video shot by Aref Tufaha; Production: Jalal Bwaitel)
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            Israel has launched a major military operation in the occupied West Bank that has killed at least 10 Hamas militants. Israel says it is rooting out West Bank militants to prevent attacks, while Palestinians fear it intends to broaden the war and expel them from territories they want for a future state.
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            Rescued Israeli hostage Qaid Farhan Alkadi was discharged from the Soroka Medical Centre on Wednesday.
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            Relatives of Israeli hostages joined demonstrators in a convoy of over 300 vehicles on Wednesday driving from Tel Aviv to Kibbutz Be'eri, along the border between Israel and Gaza, to demand a deal to release their loved ones.
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            Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A Palestinian man mourns a relative killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian man is detained by members of the Israeli forces during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            ADDS PALESTINIAN WOMAN'S NAME - Faten Mreish mourns her son who was killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian paramedic shows his bullet proof vest to the members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A bulldozer from the Israeli forces moves on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A member of the Israeli forces walks next to an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            ADDS PALESTINIAN WOMAN'S NAME - Faten Mreish holds her son who was killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            A man waves to members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle, as he stands next to his car with a woman holding a baby during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 27 | 
            A youth rides his bicycle past an Israeli armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            16 of 27 | 
            Members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle check an ambulance during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            17 of 27 | 
            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, 3rd left, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            18 of 27 | 
            Israeli armoured vehicles move on a street during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            19 of 27 | 
            Members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle check an ambulance during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            20 of 27 | 
            Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            21 of 27 | 
            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near of Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            22 of 27 | 
            Israeli armoured vehicles move on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            23 of 27 | 
            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, center, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            24 of 27 | 
            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, waves to relatives, friends and journalists after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            25 of 27 | 
            Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group attend a protest in a convoy of vehicles to the Gaza border, in Ashkelon, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            26 of 27 | 
            Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group gather on an amphitheater during a protest calling for their release after taking part in a convoy of vehicles, outside the kibbutz Be'eri, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            27 of 27 | 
            Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group gather during a protest calling for their release as they take part in a convoy of vehicles to the Gaza border, near Ashkelon, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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        Israel launches a big military operation in the West Bank and kills at least 10 Hamas militants
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                                    Nine Palestinians were killed after Israel launched a major military operation in the north of the occupied West Bank. Israel says all nine killed are militants and that the operation is aimed at preventing attacks on Israeli civilians. Palestinian health officials say the Israeli operations into Jenin and Tulkarem have blocked off access to hospitals and ripped up roads and infrastructure. (AP video shot by Aref Tufaha; Production: Jalal Bwaitel)
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                                    Israel has launched a major military operation in the occupied West Bank that has killed at least 10 Hamas militants. Israel says it is rooting out West Bank militants to prevent attacks, while Palestinians fear it intends to broaden the war and expel them from territories they want for a future state.
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                                    Rescued Israeli hostage Qaid Farhan Alkadi was discharged from the Soroka Medical Centre on Wednesday.
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                                    Relatives of Israeli hostages joined demonstrators in a convoy of over 300 vehicles on Wednesday driving from Tel Aviv to Kibbutz Be'eri, along the border between Israel and Gaza, to demand a deal to release their loved ones.
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            Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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                                    Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A Palestinian man mourns a relative killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    A Palestinian man mourns a relative killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian man is detained by members of the Israeli forces during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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                                    A Palestinian man is detained by members of the Israeli forces during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            ADDS PALESTINIAN WOMAN'S NAME - Faten Mreish mourns her son who was killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    ADDS PALESTINIAN WOMAN'S NAME - Faten Mreish mourns her son who was killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian paramedic shows his bullet proof vest to the members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    A Palestinian paramedic shows his bullet proof vest to the members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            10 of 27 | 
            A bulldozer from the Israeli forces moves on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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                                    A bulldozer from the Israeli forces moves on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            11 of 27 | 
            A member of the Israeli forces walks next to an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    A member of the Israeli forces walks next to an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            ADDS PALESTINIAN WOMAN'S NAME - Faten Mreish holds her son who was killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                    ADDS PALESTINIAN WOMAN'S NAME - Faten Mreish holds her son who was killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            13 of 27 | 
            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                    Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            14 of 27 | 
            A man waves to members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle, as he stands next to his car with a woman holding a baby during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    A man waves to members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle, as he stands next to his car with a woman holding a baby during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A youth rides his bicycle past an Israeli armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    A youth rides his bicycle past an Israeli armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            16 of 27 | 
            Members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle check an ambulance during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    Members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle check an ambulance during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            17 of 27 | 
            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, 3rd left, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                    Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, 3rd left, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Israeli armoured vehicles move on a street during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    Israeli armoured vehicles move on a street during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            19 of 27 | 
            Members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle check an ambulance during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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                                    Members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle check an ambulance during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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                                    Members of Israeli forces patrol a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 27 | 
            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near of Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                    Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near of Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Israeli armoured vehicles move on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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                                    Israeli armoured vehicles move on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            23 of 27 | 
            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, center, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                    Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, center, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, meets his relatives and friends after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, waves to relatives, friends and journalists after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                    Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza Strip, waves to relatives, friends and journalists after arriving in the Khirbet Karkur village, near Rahat, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group attend a protest in a convoy of vehicles to the Gaza border, in Ashkelon, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group gather on an amphitheater during a protest calling for their release after taking part in a convoy of vehicles, outside the kibbutz Be'eri, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group gather during a protest calling for their release as they take part in a convoy of vehicles to the Gaza border, near Ashkelon, southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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                                        AL-FARAA REFUGEE CAMP, West Bank (AP) -- Israeli forces launched a large operation in the occupied West Bank overnight and into Wednesday, killing at least 10 Hamas militants, carrying out arrests and sealing off the volatile city of Jenin.
The ongoing operation was among the largest in the West Bank in months, and a reminder that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict extends far beyond the war in Gaza that began with Hamas' Oct. 7 attack. Israel says it is rooting out West Bank militants to prevent attacks, while Palestinians fear it intends to broaden the war and expel them from territories they want for a future state.
Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, an Israeli military spokesman, said "large forces" had entered Jenin, long a militant stronghold, as well as Tulkarem and the Al-Faraa refugee camp dating to the 1948 Mideast war, all in the northern West Bank.

    


He said Israeli forces killed three militants in an airstrike in Tulkarem and four in an airstrike in Al-Faraa. He said another five suspected militants were arrested, and that the raids were the first stage of an even larger operation. Four Palestinians were killed by Israeli fire in Jenin, according to Palestinian officials.
Hamas announced that 10 of its fighters had been killed in the West Bank on Wednesday, including three of the four men killed in Jenin. It was not immediately clear if the fourth was also a fighter. The Israeli military said all of the dead were militants.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The governor of Jenin, Kamal Abu al-Rub, said on Palestinian radio that Israeli forces had surrounded the city, blocking exit and entry points and access to hospitals, and ripping up infrastructure in the camp.
The Palestinian Health Ministry in the West Bank said Israeli forces had blocked the roads leading to a hospital with dirt barriers and surrounded other medical facilities in Jenin. Shoshani said the military was trying to prevent militants from taking shelter in hospitals.

    


An Associated Press reporter saw army vehicles blocking all the entrances to Al-Faraa camp. Military jeeps and bulldozers entered the camp and soldiers were seen patrolling its alleyways by foot. Water leaked onto the damaged streets from houses where fighting had ruptured tanks and pipes. Shots rang out every few minutes.
Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz drew comparisons with Gaza and called for similar measures in the West Bank.
"We must deal with the threat just as we deal with the terrorist infrastructure in Gaza, including the temporary evacuation of Palestinian residents and whatever steps might be required. This is a war in every respect, and we must win it," he wrote on the platform X.
Shoshani said there was no plan to evacuate civilians.
Hamas called on Palestinians in the West Bank to rise up, calling the raids part of a larger plan to expand the war in Gaza and blaming the escalation on U.S. support for Israel. The militant group called on security forces loyal to the Western-backed Palestinian Authority, which cooperate with Israel, to "join the sacred battle of our people."

    


Nabil Abu Rudeineh, a spokesman for Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, condemned the raids as a "serious escalation" and called on the U.S. to intervene. Abbas announced he was cutting short a visit to Saudi Arabia and returning to the West Bank, where his government is based.
U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called for Israel to immediately halt its operation in the West Bank, according to U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric. Guterres also called on Israel to protect civilians and urged its forces "to exercise maximum restraint and use lethal force only when it is strictly unavoidable to protect life," Dujarric said.
At least 652 Palestinians in the West Bank have been killed by Israeli fire since the war in Gaza began over 10 months ago, according to the Palestinian ministry. Most have died during raids, which often trigger gunbattles with militants.
Israel says the operations are required to dismantle Hamas and other militant groups. Attacks on Israelis have risen since the start of the war.

    


The Israeli operation comes as Hamas is using the West Bank as a base for organizing more attacks, using weapons smuggled from Iran and taking advantage of the weakness of the Palestinian Authority, according to Michael Milshtein, an expert on Palestinian issues at Tel Aviv University.
He predicted similar operations in the future because Israeli authorities don't seem to have a strategy for defeating Hamas in either Gaza or the West Bank.
The Palestinian Health Ministry said the bodies of seven people were brought to the hospital in Tubas, another West Bank city, and another two were brought to the hospital in Jenin. The ministry identified two killed in Jenin as Qassam Jabarin, 25, and Asem Balout, 39. Hamas claimed Jabarin as a fighter and said another two fighters, Mohammed Abu Zumeiro and Ahmed al-Sous, were killed in Jenin.

    


Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war. The Palestinians want all three for a future state.
Israel has built scores of settlements across the West Bank, which is home to over 500,000 Jewish settlers. The settlers have Israeli citizenship, while the 3 million Palestinians in the West Bank live under Israeli military rule, with the Palestinian Authority exercising limited control over population centers.
The war in Gaza erupted when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel and rampaged through army bases and farming communities, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250. The militants are still holding 108 hostages, around a third of whom are believed to be dead, after most of the rest were released during a November cease-fire.
Israel responded with an offensive that has killed over 40,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not say how many were militants. Around 90% of Gaza's population has been displaced, often multiple times, and Israeli bombardment and ground operations have caused vast destruction.
Israeli strikes in Gaza overnight and into Wednesday killed at least 24 people, including five women and five children, according to Palestinian health officials. AP reporters at two hospitals confirmed the toll.
One strike hit tents housing displaced people near the central town of Deir al-Balah, killing eight including two brothers, 6 and 17 years old.
"He's alive!" their mother shouted as the teenager's body was carried to the morgue. She later sobbed and cradled both of them.
Israel says it tries to avoid harming civilians and blames their deaths on Hamas because the militants fight in dense residential areas. The military rarely comments on individual strikes in Gaza, which often kill women and children.
The U.S., Qatar and Egypt have spent months trying to mediate a cease-fire that would see the remaining hostages released. But the talks have repeatedly bogged down as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has vowed "total victory" over Hamas and the militant group has demanded a lasting cease-fire and a full withdrawal from the territory.
There was no sign of a breakthrough after days of talks in Egypt, and the negotiations move to Qatar this week.
One of the hostages was released Tuesday after Israeli forces found him in a tunnel. After a short stay in a hospital he returned Wednesday to his Bedouin village where he got a hero's welcome.
___
Frankel reported from Jerusalem. Associated Press writers Samy Magdy in Cairo, Wafaa Shurafa in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, and Eleanor Reich in New York contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            A jury in Nevada has found a Democratic former Las Vegas-area politician guilty of murder in the killing of an investigative journalist who wrote articles critical of his conduct in elected office.
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            A Democratic former Las Vegas-area politician is guilty of murder and has been sentenced to life in prison with parole eligibility at 20 years.
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            District attorney says 'justice was served' in trial of man convicted of killing reporter


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 15 | 
            Robert Telles reacts to the guilty verdict in his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 28, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, was found guilty in the stabbing death of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            Robert Telles walks into the courtroom from an in custody area for the verdict in his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 28, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, was found guilty in the stabbing death of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal, Pool)/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            From left, former co-workers of Robert Telles, Rita Reid, Aleisha Goodwin, Jessica Coleman and Noraine Pagdanganan react to a guilty verdict in Telles' murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 28, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal, Pool)/
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            Family members of Jeff German react to the guilty verdict in Robert Telles' murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, was found guilty in the stabbing death of German, a Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            Jill Zwerg, center, a sister of investigative reporter Jeff German, and her brother Jay German, right, leave a courtroom after former Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles was found guilty of murdering German, at the Regional Justice Center, on Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas, on Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Clark County District Attorney Steve Wolfson addresses the media about the guilty verdict in former Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles trial for the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative reporter Jeff German at the Regional Justice Court Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas, (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Robert Telles, center, waits in the courtroom for the verdict in his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 28, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, was found guilty in the stabbing death of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. With Telles are his attorneys Robert Draskovich, left, and Michael Horvath. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            Chief Deputy District Attorney Christopher Hamner gives his closing argument during the murder trial for Robert Telles, a former Clark County public administrator charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            Defense attorney Robert Draskovich gives his closing argument during the murder trial for Robert Telles, a former Clark County public administrator charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            District Judge Michelle Leavitt speaks during a hearing for a juror question during deliberations for murder trial for Robert Telles, a former Clark County public administrator charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            Jeff German, investigative reporter, poses for a portrait at the Las Vegas Review-Journal photos studio, in Las Vegas, on Jan. 19, 2017. (Elizabeth Brumley/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            FILE - Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles, right, talks to Las Vegas Review-Journal reporter Jeff German in his Las Vegas office, on May 11, 2022. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, File)
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                                    A Democratic former Las Vegas-area politician is guilty of murder and has been sentenced to life in prison with parole eligibility at 20 years.
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            Robert Telles reacts to the guilty verdict in his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 28, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, was found guilty in the stabbing death of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            Robert Telles walks into the courtroom from an in custody area for the verdict in his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 28, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, was found guilty in the stabbing death of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal, Pool)/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            From left, former co-workers of Robert Telles, Rita Reid, Aleisha Goodwin, Jessica Coleman and Noraine Pagdanganan react to a guilty verdict in Telles' murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 28, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal, Pool)/
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            Family members of Jeff German react to the guilty verdict in Robert Telles' murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, was found guilty in the stabbing death of German, a Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            Jill Zwerg, center, a sister of investigative reporter Jeff German, and her brother Jay German, right, leave a courtroom after former Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles was found guilty of murdering German, at the Regional Justice Center, on Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas, on Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Clark County District Attorney Steve Wolfson addresses the media about the guilty verdict in former Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles trial for the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative reporter Jeff German at the Regional Justice Court Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Las Vegas, (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Robert Telles, center, waits in the courtroom for the verdict in his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 28, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, was found guilty in the stabbing death of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. With Telles are his attorneys Robert Draskovich, left, and Michael Horvath. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 15

                                    
                                    Robert Telles, center, waits in the courtroom for the verdict in his murder trial at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas Wednesday, August 28, 2024. Telles, a former Clark County public administrator, was found guilty in the stabbing death of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German. With Telles are his attorneys Robert Draskovich, left, and Michael Horvath. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 15 | 
            Chief Deputy District Attorney Christopher Hamner gives his closing argument during the murder trial for Robert Telles, a former Clark County public administrator charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 15

                                    
                                    Chief Deputy District Attorney Christopher Hamner gives his closing argument during the murder trial for Robert Telles, a former Clark County public administrator charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 15 | 
            Defense attorney Robert Draskovich gives his closing argument during the murder trial for Robert Telles, a former Clark County public administrator charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            District Judge Michelle Leavitt speaks during a hearing for a juror question during deliberations for murder trial for Robert Telles, a former Clark County public administrator charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 15

                                    
                                    District Judge Michelle Leavitt speaks during a hearing for a juror question during deliberations for murder trial for Robert Telles, a former Clark County public administrator charged in the murder of Las Vegas Review-Journal investigative journalist Jeff German, at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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            Jeff German, investigative reporter, poses for a portrait at the Las Vegas Review-Journal photos studio, in Las Vegas, on Jan. 19, 2017. (Elizabeth Brumley/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            FILE - Clark County Public Administrator Robert Telles, right, talks to Las Vegas Review-Journal reporter Jeff German in his Las Vegas office, on May 11, 2022. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, File)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- A Democratic former politician was found guilty of murder on Wednesday by a Nevada jury that decided he'll serve 20 years to life in prison for killing an investigative journalist who wrote articles critical of his conduct in office two years ago.
Robert Telles hung his head, shaking it slightly from side to side, as his verdict was read in Clark County District Court. Jurors deliberated for nearly 12 hours over three days before their unanimous vote that he ambushed and attacked Las Vegas Review-Journal reporter Jeff German in a side yard of German's home.
Telles didn't speak then or when he learned his sentence but appeared near tears during character witness testimony by his wife, mother and ex-wife. His defense attorney, Robert Draskovich, told reporters outside court that his client plans to appeal.
Telles, 47, was returned in custody to jail, where he has been held without bail since his arrest several days after German's body was found during Labor Day weekend 2022. His sentencing was scheduled for Oct. 16.

    


Jessica Coleman, a county employee, was among several co-workers who urged German in 2022 to investigate Telles' conduct heading the office of unclaimed estate and probate property cases. She sobbed after the verdict was read.




"Finally. Finally," Coleman said after sitting with other co-workers through trial, which started Aug. 12. "Finally the system is working."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Clark County District Court Judge Michelle Leavitt can invoke sentencing enhancements because the killing was found to be with use of a deadly weapon, willful, deliberate, premeditated, by a person who lay in wait and on a victim 60 years or older. That could raise Telles' time in prison to a minimum of 21 years and a maximum of 28 years.
Clark County District Attorney Steve Wolfson said outside the courtroom that he was surprised how long the 12 jurors deliberated before their guilty verdict. He said he believed they carefully considered evidence.

    


"The jury ... hit a home run by getting the right verdict," he said.
Jurors declined through a court official to speak later with the media. They could have set Telles' sentence at life without parole.
Wolfson derided as "ludicrous" Telles' claims that a broad conspiracy of people -- including Wolfson -- framed him for German's killing in retaliation for Telles' effort to root out corruption he saw in his office. 
"I am not the kind of person who would stab someone. I didn't kill Mr. German," Telles told the jury last week as he ended his rambling narrative from the witness stand. "And that's my testimony."
Wolfson, an elected Democrat, said German "had a stellar reputation in this community" and called it "a crying shame, literally and figuratively that he's no longer with us."
German, 69, spent 44 years covering crime, courts and corruption in Las Vegas. 
In their first public comments since his death, German's brother, Jay German, and two sisters, Jill Zwerg and Julie Smith, described him as a loving brother and uncle to their children.

    


"He was the older brother that we all leaned on," Jay German said. He called the murder "devastating."
Zwerg said her oldest brother -- a dedicated reporter and author who moved to Las Vegas from Milwaukee in 1978 -- used to tell her why he rejected offers by other newspapers to move to other cities.
"'This is Las Vegas, Sin City,'" she said he told her. "'This is where I need to be.'"
Tears welled in Telles' eyes as his wife, Mary Ann "Mae" Ismael, took the witness stand and described him as a "great" provider during their 14 years of marriage for their "blended" family of her son, his daughter and their daughter.
"I would love to have the chance for the kids to have their father back" after prison, Ismael said.
Telles' ex-wife, Tonia Burton, noted the oldest child, a daughter she and Telles have together, is now 16.
His mother, Rosalinda Anaya, said she accepted the verdict but told the jury, "I ask if you could please give my son a chance at parole."
Telles, an attorney, practiced civil law before he was elected in 2018. He lost his primary for a second elected term after German's stories appeared in the Las Vegas Review-Journal in May and June 2022. 

    


Prosecutor Christopher Hamner told jurors during closing arguments Monday that Telles blamed German for destroying his career, ruining his reputation and threatening his marriage. He said German fought to the death with his attacker and reminded them that DNA that matched Telles was found beneath German's fingernails.
Prosecutor Pamela Weckerly presented a timeline and videos showing Telles' maroon SUV leaving the neighborhood near his home and driving on streets near German's home about the time German was killed. 
The SUV driver was seen wearing a bright orange outfit similar to one worn by a person captured on camera walking to German's home and slipping into a side yard where German was attacked just after 11:15 a.m.

    


A little more than two minutes later, the figure in orange wearing a broad straw hat emerged and walked down a sidewalk. German did not reappear.
Evidence showed Ismael sent a text message to her husband about 10:30 a.m. asking, "Where are you?" Prosecutors said Telles left his cellphone at home so he couldn't be tracked. Telles told the jury he took a walk and then went to a gym in the afternoon.
The jury learned that police found cut-up pieces of a straw hat and athletic shoe at Telles' house that looked like ones worn by the person wearing the orange shirt. Neither the shirt nor a murder weapon were ever found.
Katherine Jacobsen, U.S., Canada, and Caribbean program coordinator at the Committee to Protect Journalists, issued a statement Wednesday saying the verdict "sends an important message that the killing of journalists will not be tolerated."
"It is vital that the murder of journalists should be taken seriously and perpetrators held accountable," Jacobsen said.
German was the only journalist killed in the U.S. in 2022, according to the New York-based committee. The nonprofit has records of 17 media workers killed in the U.S. since 1992.
___
Associated Press videographer Ty O'Neil and AP photographer John Locher contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/vegas-journalist-killed-telles-murder-trial-393c5588c1babe5b111ca905363f6a45



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Russia bans 92 more Americans from the country, including journalists
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                    FILE - Wall Street Journal Editor in Chief Emma Tucker participates in a panel discussion on the importance of free and safe global reporting, in New York. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russia's Foreign Ministry announced 92 additions Wednesday to its list of Americans banned from entering the country, including some journalists who formerly worked in Russia, and law enforcement and business people. 
A ministry statement said the bans were imposed "in response to the Russophobic course pursued by the Biden administration with the declared goal of 'inflicting a strategic defeat on Moscow.'" 
It said the banned journalists represent "leading liberal-globalist publications involved in the production and dissemination of 'fakes' about Russia and the Russian armed forces."
The new list of banned Americans includes 11 current or former staff members of the Wall Street Journal -- including its Editor in Chief, Emma Tucker. She had repeatedly criticized Russia for the arrest and conviction on espionage charges of WSJ reporter Evan Gershkovich, who spent 16 months behind bars before being released in August in a prisoner exchange.

    


The ban has also been imposed on five New York Times journalists, including Kyiv Bureau Chief Andrew Kramer, and four from The Washington Post.
Other Americans on the list include people working for law enforcement agencies, academics, and figures from businesses and think tanks. 
Russia has banned more than 2,000 Americans from entry, according to a ministry list. 
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US Open: Coco Gauff, Caroline Garcia and other tennis players say cyberbullying is still a problem

    US Open: Coco Gauff, Caroline Garcia and other tennis players say cyberbullying is still a problem

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Coco Gauff, of the United States, reacts against Tatjana Maria, of Germany, during a second round match of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Caroline Garcia, of France, returns a shot to Renata Zarazua, of Mexico, during the first round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, returns a shot to Alexander Shevchenko, of Kazakhstan, during the second round of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Canada's Bianca Andreescu reacts during a first-round match against Italy's Jasmine Paolini in the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Caroline Garcia, a U.S. Open semifinalist two years ago, drew attention Wednesday to the ever-present problem of cyberbullying in tennis, particularly by people who bet on matches, after her first-round loss at the Grand Slam tournament.

Other players echoed Garcia's lament, including defending champion Coco Gauff, who said: "You could be having a good day, and then somebody will literally tell you, 'Oh, go kill yourself.' You're, like, 'OK, thanks.'"

Garcia, a 30-year-old from France who has been ranked as high as No. 4, was seeded 28th at Flushing Meadows but was eliminated by Renata Zarazua 6-1, 6-4 on Tuesday. Zarazua is ranked 92nd and is making her U.S. Open debut.

"Maybe you can think that it doesn't hurt us. But it does. We are humans," Garcia wrote on social media. "And sometimes, when we receive (these) messages, we are already emotionally destroyed after a tough loss. And they can be damaging. Many before me have raised the subject. And still, no progress has been made."





    



Garcia offered examples of "just a few" of the hundreds of messages she said she was sent after losing recent matches, including one telling her she should consider suicide and another that read, "I hope your mom dies soon."

"At the end of the day, I'm just a normal girl working really hard and trying my best, I have tools and have done work to protect myself from this hate. But still, this is not OK," Garcia wrote. "It really worries me when I think about younger players coming up, that have to go through this. People that still haven't yet developed fully as a human and that really might be affected by this hate."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


As other players have mentioned in the past, she talked about the issue of being attacked verbally by gamblers upset about losing money.

"Tournaments and the sport keeps partnering with betting companies, which keep attracting new people to unhealthy betting," Garcia said. "The days of cigarette brands sponsoring sports are long gone. Yet, here we are promoting betting companies, which actively destroy the life of some people."

    



This sort of harassment via social media is nothing new, of course, and it's not new to tennis.

"You hear a lot of nasty things, and people talk about your appearance, your family's appearance, and all these things," Gauff said. "If you are already struggling with your own mental issues and, on top of that, you have people digging deeper, it is tough."

As Frances Tiafoe, a semifinalist in New York in 2022, said: "People are saying outlandish ... stuff. It's just wild."

"I try not to look at the comments," 2019 U.S. Open champion Bianca Andreescu said, mentioning that she will ask her PR person to scroll through and let her know when there are positive ones. "Because there's always going to be a negative comment and I've learned that the hard way."

Players have called it out in the past, and Grand Slam tournaments have been trying to help prevent messages from reaching the athletes.

The French Open partnered in 2022 with a company that uses artificial intelligence to filter players' social media accounts, and the groups that run the U.S. Open, Wimbledon, the women's tour and the lower-level ITF Tour announced in December they were starting a service to monitor for "abusive and threatening content" on X, Instagram, YouTube, Facebook and TikTok.

    



"Many before me have raised the subject," Garcia said. "And still, no progress has been made. Social media platforms don't prevent it, despite AI being in a very advanced position."

She closed her message by addressing anyone reading it, suggesting that "next time you see a post from an athlete, singer or any other person, that has failed or lost, you will remember that she or he is also a human being, trying his best in life. Be kind. Give love. Enjoy life."

___

AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Maduro opponents take to streets to revive protests disputing Venezuelan election results
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            Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado displays vote tally sheets during a protest against the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed presidential vote which she says the opposition won by a landslide, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Maria Corina Machado leads a protest against the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed presidential vote which she claims the opposition won by a landslide, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Opposition supporters protest the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed vote, which opposition leaders claim they won by a landslide, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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            Opposition supporters protest the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed vote, which opposition leaders claim they won by a landslide, at a shopping mall in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 18 | 
            Opposition supporters protest the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed vote, which opposition leaders claim they won by a landslide, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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            Maria Corina Machado, center, leads a protest against the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed presidential vote which she claims the opposition won by a landslide, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Opposition supporters protest the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed vote, which opposition leaders claim they won by a landslide, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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            In the capital Caracas, supporters of both opposition leader Maria Corina Machado and President Nicolas Maduro took to the streets. It comes exactly a month after the fraught July 28 vote in which Maduro was declared the winner despite strong evidence that opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez won by a nearly 2-to-1 margin.
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            Opposition supporters protest the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed vote, which opposition leaders claim they won by a landslide, at a shopping mall in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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            Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro smiles while addressing government loyalists gathered at the presidential palace in support of his reelection one month after the presidential vote, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Members of the presidential guard listen to Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro addressing government loyalists gathered at the presidential palace in support of his reelection one month after the presidential vote, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro brandishes a sword as his new Cabinet takes the oath of office, at the presidential palace in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Venezuelans protest the reelection of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed presidential vote which the opposition claims it won by a landslide, in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Venezuelans protest the reelection of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed presidential vote which the opposition claims it won by a landslide, in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Photos and balloons representing people detained by Venezuelan security forces after Venezuela's presidential election hang at Bolivar square in Bogota, Colombia, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, during a protest against the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed vote which the opposition says it won by a landslide. (AP Photo/Fernando Vergara)
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                                    In the capital Caracas, supporters of both opposition leader Maria Corina Machado and President Nicolas Maduro took to the streets. It comes exactly a month after the fraught July 28 vote in which Maduro was declared the winner despite strong evidence that opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez won by a nearly 2-to-1 margin.
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                                        CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- Opponents of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro took to the streets Wednesday in an attempt to revive protests against him as he tightens his grip on power following last month's disputed election.

The demonstration in the capital, Caracas, comes exactly a month after the fraught July 28 vote in which Maduro was declared the winner despite strong evidence that opposition candidate Edmundo Gonzalez won by a nearly 2-to-1 margin, which drew international condemnation that the vote lacked transparency.

In weeks of on-again, off-again demonstrations, the opposition's rallying cry has been constant but so far ineffective. Opponents have demanded that officials publish results from each polling station that they say would expose Maduro's attempts to steal the election.

"Voting records kill sentence," is how the opposition billed the latest protest, referring to the thousands of tally sheets it collected and posted online that contradict a recent sentence written by the loyalist Supreme Court certifying Maduro's purported victory.

Wednesday's protest was smaller than previous demonstrations. Tiny groups of Venezuelans also gathered in other Latin America capitals.

Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado, who along with Gonzalez went into hiding following the election, re-emerged to attend Wednesday's rally, waving a Venezuelan flag and hugging small children from the back of a truck as supporters shouted "Freedom!"

Banned from running against Maduro, the conservative politician crisscrossed the nation for weeks to help elect Gonzalez, a previously unknown former diplomat.





Acknowledging the steep challenge of forcing Maduro from power, Machado said the movement she leads will be strategic about calling for additional demonstrations. But she said the international pressure on Maduro is unlikely to cease any time soon and pointed out that not a single Western democracy has recognized what she called Maduro's "fraud."

    



"Those who say the passage of time favors Maduro are wrong," Machado said to throngs of supporters who filled an avenue in Caracas. "Every day he's more isolated, more toxic."

Not to be outdone, Maduro's supporters also planned to hold rallies Wednesday, vowing to "defend" Maduro's victory against what they claim is an attempt to sow unrest throughout the South American country.

Amid the ongoing crisis, Maduro has leaned heavily on security forces to preserve his power. On Tuesday, he appointed a hard-line ruling party boss as interior minister, with oversight of police forces. Diosdado Cabello has vowed to show no mercy against government opponents.

Cabello's appointment stoked fears that a crackdown that has already led to more than 2,000 arrests -- of journalists, politicians and students -- is likely to intensify.

The arrests featured prominently at a special meeting Wednesday of the Organization of American States in Washington to discuss a report on human rights violations by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

"The commission condemns unequivocally practices of institutional violence in the context of the electoral process in Venezuela," Roberta Clarke, a lawyer from Barbados and member of the commission, said at the meeting. "Democracy and the rule of law must be restored."

The commission called on Venezuelan authorities to cease all actions that "generate terror" in the population -- including arbitrary detentions and the use of violence by non-state actors loyal to Maduro -- and respect the popular will of Venezuelans for democratic change.

"The Venezuela crisis has reached a new nadir," Ambassador Frank Mora, the U.S. representative to the OAS, said at the meeting. "The situation in Venezuela demands our urgent attention and our collective action."

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.
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Goodman reported from Miami. Associated Press Writer Gisela Salomon in Miami contributed to this report.

___

Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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Brazil top court threatens to suspend X operations in latest twist of ongoing feud
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                    FILE - Tesla and SpaceX chief executive officer Elon Musk listens to a question as he speaks at the SATELLITE Conference and Exhibition in Washington, March 9, 2020. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- A Brazilian Supreme Court justice on Wednesday threatened to shut down the local operations of X, formerly Twitter, unless its billionaire owner Elon Musk names a legal representative in Brazil within 24 hours.
The order from Justice Alexandre de Moraes is the latest development in an ongoing feud with Musk's platform. The company clashed with de Moraes earlier this year over free speech, accounts associated with the far-right and misinformation on the platform, and it claims to be a victim of censorship.
Earlier this month, X said it was removing all remaining Brazil staff in the country "effective immediately," saying de Moraes had threatened its legal representative in the country with arrest.
The Supreme Court on Wednesday notified X of de Moraes' order in a reply to a post from the company's global government affairs account on the social platform.

    


"In case of non-compliance with the determination, the decision could bring about suspension of the social media network's activities in Brazil," the court said in a statement.
In the United States, free speech is a constitutional right that's much more permissive than in many countries, including Brazil, where de Moraes in April ordered an investigation into Musk over the dissemination of defamatory fake news and another probe over possible obstruction, incitement and criminal organization.




Brazil's political right has long characterized de Moraes as overstepping his bounds to clamp down on free speech and engage in political persecution. His defenders have said his actions are lawful, supported by at least the majority of the court's bench, and have served to protect democracy at a time in which it is imperiled.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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Harris and Walz reach out to voters in GOP strongholds in southeast Georgia bus tour
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to marching band members at Liberty County High School in Hinesville, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz poses for a photo with marching band members at Liberty County High School in Hinesville, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris pose for a photo with supporters at the Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport in Savannah, Ga., as before campaign events, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 14 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris boards Air Force Two at Joint Base Andrews, Md., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, as she travels to Savannah, Ga., for a two-day campaign bus tour. (Saul Loeb/Pool via AP)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to marching band members at Liberty County High School in Hinesville, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to marching band members at Liberty County High School in Hinesville, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz speak to marching band members at Liberty County High School in Hinesville, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz talk as they visit SandFly Bar-B-Q in Savannah, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks as she visits SandFly Bar-B-Q in Savannah, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 14 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she exits her campaign bus in Savannah, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris pose for a photo with supporters at the Savannah/Hilton Head International Airport in Savannah, Ga., as before campaign events, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris boards Air Force Two at Joint Base Andrews, Md., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, as she travels to Savannah, Ga., for a two-day campaign bus tour. (Saul Loeb/Pool via AP)
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                                        HINESVILLE, Ga. (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, dropped in on a high school band practice Wednesday as part of a two-day bus tour through southeast Georgia, a critical battleground state that Democrats just narrowly won four years ago.
Harris and Walz paid a visit to Liberty County High School in Hinesville, listening to the marching band perform its school fight song and delivering brief remarks to students and faculty on the first day of their Georgia swing, which will culminate in a rally in Savannah on Thursday night.
"We're so proud of you and we're counting on you," Harris told the students, some shrieking with excitement at the sight of the vice president. "Your generation ... is what is going to propel our country into the next era of what we can do and what we can be."
Harris told the students that she, too, played in the band -- an aide said the vice president had played the French horn, xylophone and kettle drums.

    


The visit is part of a two-pronged strategy by the Harris-Walz campaign to make inroads in GOP strongholds and to use smaller, more intimate settings to showcase a softer side of the ticket -- which is still relatively unknown by the electorate. Campaign officials believe that in order to beat Republican Donald Trump in the state, they will need more than Atlanta and the suburbs that delivered for Joe Biden in 2020. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    





Harris campaign communications director Michael Tyler said bus tours offer an "opportunity to get to places we don't usually go (and) make sure we're competing in all communities."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The campaign wants the events to motivate voters in GOP-leaning areas who don't traditionally see the candidates, and hopes that the engagements drive viral moments that cut through crowded media coverage to reach voters across the country.
Harris and Walz also stopped at Sandfly, a barbecue restaurant outside Savannah, where some of the patrons were teachers. One thanked Walz, a former high school teacher himself.

    


Tyler said the campaign's strategy of using informal engagements to reach voters has been consistent from when President Biden was on the ticket, but the nature of the events has shifted along with the candidates. During a bus tour in western Pennsylvania, for example, they stopped at a football practice -- Walz is a former assistant high school football coach. 
Walz met Harris on the tarmac in Savannah, and the two greeted students from Savannah State University before setting off in their bright blue bus with "Harris Walz" emblazoned in big letters on the side, along with the phrase "A New Way Forward." 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


It looks like a regular campaign bus, but this one is an armored U.S. Secret Service vehicle driven by agents that comes with lights and sirens and secure communications. After the first stop, Harris shifted back to her traditional SUV, the bus relegated to the back of the motorcade. 
Harris and Walz are also sitting down with CNN anchor Dana Bash for their first joint interview. The interview will air Thursday night.

    


The Democratic strategy to peel off votes in Republican parts of the state has had some success before. Raphael Warnock, Georgia's first Black senator, won reelection in 2022 by nearly 3 percentage points -- while Biden carried Georgia by only a quarter percentage point about two years earlier -- in part by venturing into the deepest red areas. The operatives involved in Warnock's win are now on Harris' campaign team. 
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The Georgia trip is a makeup visit from earlier in the month, when the duo was set to embark on a seven-state swing tour introducing the new Democratic ticket. The North Carolina and Georgia legs of the trip got scrapped as Tropical Storm Debby battered the region.
The easygoing stops were a contrast to a bakery visit last week by Trump's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance in Valdosta, Georgia, where he struggled to banter with employees while buying doughnuts and one worker asked to be kept off camera. 
During an NBC interview Tuesday, Vance said that he felt terrible for the worker. 

    


"We walked in, and there's 20 Secret Service agents, and there's 15 cameras, and she clearly had not been properly warned, and she was terrified, right? I just felt awful for her."
Vance also said Wednesday that he was among those who spoke with Georgia Republican Gov. Brian Kemp after Trump's blistering attacks against him at a rally in the state just a few weeks ago. Trump blamed the governor for his narrow 2020 loss in the state, railed against Kemp for not giving in to his false theories of election fraud and attributed his legal problems in the state to Kemp's not stepping in to stop a local district attorney from prosecuting him.
"I encouraged him to support the president, and he didn't take much persuasion. He wanted to support the president because he thinks Kamala Harris is going to be a disaster," Vance said.

    


Trump changed his tune last week, thanking the governor in a social media post for all his "help and support in Georgia, where a win is so important to the success of our Party and, most importantly, our Country."
On the eve of Harris' visit, Kemp told Fox News that Republicans "need to be telling people why they should vote for us, what we're going to do to make things better than they are right now. And there's a host of issues that I think you could contrast Kamala Harris and her record."
"To me, that's what we need to stay focused on, not some dustup from two or three weeks ago," he said.
Meanwhile, the Harris campaign launched a new ad across the battleground states, seeking to tie Trump to the conservative "Project 2025." 
The first ad asserts that Trump is "out for control" over voters, juxtaposing Trump quotes with ominous screenshots of the plan. It's part of Harris' $370 million in digital and television ad reservations between Labor Day and Election Day.
Led by the Heritage Foundation, a conservative think tank, Project 2025 is a detailed 920-page handbook for governing under the next Republican administration, including ousting thousands of civil servants and replacing them with Trump loyalists and reversing the Food and Drug Administration's approval of medications used in abortions.
Trump has tried to distance himself from Project 2025, though it was drafted by longtime allies and former officials of the Trump administration. Last month, he posted on social media that he had not seen the plan, had "no idea who is in charge of it, and, unlike our very well received Republican Platform, had nothing to do with it."
___
Associated Press writer Michelle L. Price in New York contributed to this report. 
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Trump campaign was warned not to take photos at Arlington before altercation, defense official says

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    JD Vance, asked about a Trump campaign incident at Arlington National Cemetery, instead focused on the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan calling Kamala Harris "disgraceful" for not firing anyone for service member's deaths. "She can go to hell."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump's campaign was warned about not taking photographs before an altercation at Arlington National Cemetery during a wreath-laying ceremony earlier this week to honor service members killed in the Afghanistan War withdrawal, a defense official told The Associated Press on Wednesday.
The official spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter concerning Monday's events. It came a day after NPR reported, citing a source with knowledge of the incident, that two Trump campaign staff members "verbally abused and pushed" aside a cemetery official who tried to stop them from filming and photographing in Section 60, the burial site for military personnel killed while fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq.
The defense official told the AP that the Trump campaign was warned about not taking photographs in Section 60 before their arrival and the altercation. Trump was at Arlington on Monday at the invitation of some of the families of the 13 service members who were killed in the Kabul airport bombing exactly three years prior.

    


Arlington National Cemetery is the resting place for more than 400,000 service members, veterans and their families. Cemetery officials said in a statement that "an incident" had occurred and a report had been filed, but it did not address details of what had happened. They declined to share the report.




"Federal law prohibits political campaign or election-related activities within Army National Military Cemeteries, to include photographers, content creators or any other persons attending for purposes, or in direct support of a partisan political candidate's campaign," the cemetery officials' statement said. "Arlington National Cemetery reinforced and widely shared this law and its prohibitions with all participants. We can confirm there was an incident, and a report was filed."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump's spokesperson Steven Cheung said the Republican presidential candidate's team was granted access to have a photographer. He contested the allegation that a campaign staffer pushed a cemetery official.

    


"The fact is that a private photographer was permitted on the premises and for whatever reason, an unnamed individual, clearly suffering from a mental health episode, decided to physically block members of President Trump's team during a very solemn ceremony," he said.
Chris LaCivita, a top Trump campaign adviser, noted that Trump was there at the invitation of the families of the service members who were killed in the airport bombing. The Trump campaign posted a message signed by relatives of two of the service members killed in the bombing that said "the president and his team conducted themselves with nothing but the utmost respect and dignity for all of our service members, especially our beloved children."
"For a despicable individual to physically prevent President Trump's team from accompanying him to this solemn event is a disgrace and does not deserve to represent the hollowed grounds of Arlington National Cemetery," he said in a written statement, misspelling the word hallowed. "Whoever this individual is, spreading these lies are dishonoring the men and women of our armed forces."

    


Michael Tyler, a spokesperson for Trump's Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, called the reports "pretty sad when it's all said and done."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"This is what we've come to expect from Donald Trump and his team," Tyler said on CNN. "Donald Trump is a person who wants to make everything all about Donald Trump. He's also somebody who has a history of demeaning and degrading military service members, those who have given the ultimate sacrifice."
Democratic U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly of Virginia has called on cemetery officials to release more information about what happened Monday.
"It's sad but all too expected that Donald Trump would desecrate this hallowed ground and put campaign politics ahead of honoring our heroes," he said. "His behavior and that of his campaign is abhorrent and shameful."
Trump's running mate JD Vance was asked about the incident Wednesday at a campaign event in Erie, Pennsylvania, and said that "apparently somebody at Arlington Cemetery, some staff member, had a little disagreement with somebody" and "the media has turned this into a national news story."

    


He instead tried to focus on the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan, calling Harris "disgraceful" for not firing anyone for the deaths of service members in the terror attack. "She can go to hell," Vance said.
The Islamic State group claimed responsibility for the attack.
A Pentagon investigation into the deadly attack concluded that the suicide bomber acted alone and that the deaths of more than 170 Afghans and 13 U.S. service members were not preventable. But critics have slammed the Biden administration for the catastrophic evacuation, saying it should have started earlier than it did.

    


Utah Republican Gov. Spencer Cox faced criticism Wednesday for including a photo of him and Trump at the Arlington ceremony in a campaign email soliciting donations for his reelection bid. One of the victims in the suicide bombing was Sgt. Darin Taylor Hoover, a Utah resident.
Cox's campaign has apologized for using the photo and politicizing the graveside ceremony.
"This was not a campaign event and was never intended to be used by the campaign," the governor wrote in a post on X. "It did not go through the proper channels and should not have been sent."
___
Gomez Licon reported from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and Schoenbaum from Salt Lake City. Associated Press writers Michelle L. Price in New York and Farnoush Amiri in Washington contributed to this report.
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Crews work to restore power to more than 300,000 Michigan homes, businesses after storms
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            Crews for two of Michigan's largest utilities were working Wednesday to restore power to more than 300,000 homes and businesses left in the dark after severe storms toppled trees and snapped power poles.
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            A tree, uprooted by a storm, is seen in front of a house in Livonia, Mich., Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (WDIV-TV via AP)
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            Lightning strikes after a sever storm passes through over Chicago, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            A storm rolls in at Ohio Street beach after a day of the heat index at triple digits, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, in Chicago. (Tess Crowley/Chicago Tribune via AP)
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            A tree, uprooted by a storm, is seen in front of a house in Livonia, Mich., Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (WDIV-TV via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 8 | 
            A seiche creates dangerous swimming conditions through the evening in Chicago at Ohio Street beach, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (Tess Crowley/Chicago Tribune via AP)
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            A tree, uprooted by a storm, is seen in front of a house in Livonia, Mich., Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (WDIV-TV via AP)
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            A tree, uprooted by a storm, is seen in front of a house in Livonia, Mich., Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (WDIV-TV via AP)
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            Lightning strikes after a sever storm passes through over Chicago, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/Chicago Sun-Times via AP)
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            A storm rolls in at Ohio Street beach after a day of the heat index at triple digits, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, in Chicago. (Tess Crowley/Chicago Tribune via AP)
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            A seiche creates dangerous swimming conditions through the evening in Chicago at Ohio Street beach, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (Tess Crowley/Chicago Tribune via AP)
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                                        ROYAL OAK, Mich. (AP) -- Crews for two of Michigan's largest utilities were working to restore power Wednesday to more than 300,000 homes and businesses left in the dark amid hot, muggy conditions after severe storms toppled trees and snapped power poles.
More than 302,000 Michigan customers were without power around noon Wednesday, most in the central and southeastern parts of the state, according to PowerOutage.us. DTE Energy reported more than 192,000 outages and Consumers Energy more than 100,000.
DTE Energy said 350 schools in its Michigan service territory had no power Wednesday morning.
Brian Kalka, the utility's vice president of distribution operations, said DTE Energy hoped to have 90% of its outages repaired by Thursday. But he said "we have devastation" from eastern Michigan's thumb region to almost the Ohio border, referring to a distance of more than 150 miles (241 kilometers).

    


"This is not necessarily lifting a limb off of a line and restoring power. You've got broken poles. You've got broken infrastructure," Kalka said.
In the Detroit suburb of Royal Oak, resident Michael Zaccardelli said he had heard about the approaching bad weather Tuesday evening and decided to move his car off the street. Just 15 minutes later, a tree in his front yard fell onto the exact spot where his car had been parked.




"It would've been a complete loss. Everyone's safe and just really thankful no one got hurt," Zaccardelli told WXYZ-TV.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While Consumers Energy crew members were working to restore power, the utility said it would distribute water and ice to residents in the cities of Midland and Rockford. The company said about 360 members of utility crews were continuing an "around-the-clock effort to restore power."
"We appreciate people's patience as Tuesday's storms caused devastation on one of this summer's hottest days. Our focus now is to get the lights back on while making sure we're providing comfort and relief to our friends and neighbors," Norm Kapala, one of Consumers Energy's restoration officers, said in a statement.

    


Severe storms also toppled trees in the Chicago area, damaging homes and automobiles after two days of heat that set a record high of 99 degrees (37. 2 Celsius) Tuesday at O'Hare International Airport. That eclipsed the record of 97 degrees (36.1 Celsius) for the date previously set in 1948, 1953 and 1973, said Brett Borchardt, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Chicago.
The overnight storms also dropped hail the size of tennis balls in parts of McHenry County, in Chicago's far northwest suburbs, and broke the heat wave in northern Illinois, Borchardt said. A cold front moving through the area Wednesday will reinforce that cooler trend by ushering in lower temperatures and humidity.
"The heat wave is over, and we're looking at cooler temperatures and humidity levels today. Yesterday was the worst part of it," Borchardt said.
Heat advisories were in effect Wednesday for the St. Louis metropolitan area, parts of Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia and the mid-Atlantic region, with the weather service predicting that "many daily high temperature records may be broken." 

    


Severe thunderstorms were expected Wednesday across the Ohio Valley, the northern mid-Atlantic coast and parts of both North Dakota and South Dakota.
In the central Pacific Ocean, a trio of tropical storms -- Hone, Gilma and Hector -- were forecast to weaken, with the remnants of Gilma and then Hector expected to bring much-needed rain to Hawaii through the weekend, according to the National Weather Service in Honolulu. No tropical storms were on the horizon in the Atlantic on Wednesday.
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Ukraine's children should see themselves as 'generation of winners' not war victims, first lady says
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            Ukraine's first lady has called for "swift" action to ensure the country's children do not become a "lost generation." (AP video by Vasilisa Stepanenko)
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            First lady Olena Zelenska smiles during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            First lady Olena Zelenska talks to a girl during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            First lady Olena Zelenska talks with children during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            First lady Olena Zelenska talks to a teachers during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            First lady Olena Zelenska, in white, poses for a photo during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            First lady Olena Zelenska talks with children during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            First lady Olena Zelenska talks to a girl during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            First lady Olena Zelenska talks with children during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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                                    First lady Olena Zelenska talks with children during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            First lady Olena Zelenska talks to a teachers during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 7

                                    
                                    First lady Olena Zelenska talks to a teachers during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            First lady Olena Zelenska, in white, poses for a photo during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7

                                    
                                    First lady Olena Zelenska, in white, poses for a photo during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            First lady Olena Zelenska talks with children during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7

                                    
                                    First lady Olena Zelenska talks with children during her visit to the rehabilitation camp "Loud Camp" for children affected by war, organized by the Voices of Children Charitable Foundation and financially supported by the Olena Zelenska Foundation in Uzhhorod, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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                                        UZHHOROD, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine's first lady wants her country's children to view themselves not as a generation enduring a grinding war but rather as "a generation of winners."
On the sidelines of a day spent at a rehabilitation camp for Ukrainian children in the relatively safe western city of Uzhhorod, Olena Zelenska said Tuesday that working with the next generation was a moral obligation and a "strategic priority" for Ukraine's future.
Many of the children will return to front-line cities after spending a few weeks at the camp created by Voices of the Children charity, barely enough time to overcome the trauma they face over and over.
"This issue needs to be addressed immediately, as soon as it arises, before it grows into something more," Zelenska told The Associated Press in a brief interview at the camp, which is sponsored by the foundation that bears her name.

    


A study by the Olena Zelenska Foundation, funded entirely by foreign donations, and the Kyiv School of Economics this year found that 44% of Ukrainian children show signs of post-traumatic stress disorder.
Since the start of the war, she has emerged as a global unofficial ambassador for Ukraine. She was the first member of President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's family to leave the country after the Russian invasion in February 2022 to promote Ukraine's cause. However, she is equally active within Ukraine, and frequently visits displaced families and wounded soldiers.




Dressed casually in black pants, a white T-shirt and sneakers, with pearls around her neck, Zelenska took part in the camp's activities with the children. At an art therapy session, she sat beside a boy whose home was struck by an aerial bomb and who was later forced to evacuate from his hometown ahead of the Russian advance this summer.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Zelenska smiled and engaged with the children, examining each watercolor they presented. She even joined in, drawing a pink flower, a star and a heart. The conversation stayed away from the war.

    


"To ensure our children do not become a lost generation, we as adults must take quick action," Zelenska said. "It's difficult with the ongoing defense of the country. However, I am confident that political will combined with international cooperation can work wonders."
The first lady said she first heard about "war fatigue" in the summer of 2022, but refuses to believe in it.
"When your neighbor has a fire, it seems pointless to say: 'I'm tired of your fire. Stop it. Let's forget about it,'" she said. "We still need help and we will continue to ask for it. Not because we are bold, but because it is vital for our survival." 
During one of the activities, a mystery guest connected via an online call and the children had to guess who he was. One child shouted it might be the Ukrainian president. The first lady quickly responded, "No, Zelenskyy is currently busy," prompting laughter from dozens of children.
The guest was revealed to be Ukrainian boxer Oleksandr Usyk.
Zelenska studied architecture but wound up working as a comedy scriptwriter, including for Zelenskyy, who was a comedian with a popular television show before winning the presidency in 2019. 

    


The couple periodically appear in public together, visiting schools or rehabilitation centers and making formal visits abroad. The scrutiny has taken a toll on Zelenska, who was not a public figure before her husband became president.
"I feel a responsibility because I understand that all eyes are on us," she said. "Even when you're not doing anything particularly special, people still assess how the president's family is functioning during the war -- what they're doing, where they are, how they are behaving."
Zelenska noted that since the start of the invasion, Ukraine has been in a constant humanitarian crisis, with one of the biggest issues being internally displaced people and several million refugees abroad. Fighting prevents many children from attending school in person, while blackouts across the country force many educational institutions in relatively safe regions to switch to online learning.

    


"We need the war to end, infrastructure for education to be in place, and for parents to feel secure," she said. "We would very much like these children to be able to physically go to school, see their teachers and peers, and interact together. But for now, it's impossible."
Zelenska said that one of the topics she regularly draws attention to during her foreign visits is the forcible deportation of more than 19,500 Ukrainian children by Russia from the occupied territories. In March 2023, the International Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for Russian President Vladimir Putin and Maria Lvova-Belova, Russia's children's rights commissioner, accusing them of abducting children from Ukraine.
The first lady said holding Russia accountable must remain a key part of any end to the war. 

    


"Only then will it be a victory," she said. "It may not be quick, but we need to constantly keep in mind this vision of how it should be so that nothing is forgotten and no one is left out."
___
Associated Press reporter Efrem Lukatsky contributed to this report 
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Backpage.com founder Michael Lacey sentenced to 5 years in prison, fined $3M for money laundering
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                    FILE - Former Backpage.com owner Michael Lacey attends a Senate committee on Jan. 10, 2017, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen, File)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Michael Lacey, a founder of the lucrative classified site Backpage.com, was sentenced Wednesday to five years in prison and fined $3 million for a single money laundering count in a sprawling case involving allegations of a yearslong scheme to promote and profit from prostitution through classified ads.
A jury convicted Lacey, 76, of a single count of international concealment money laundering last year, but deadlocked on 84 other prostitution facilitation and money laundering charges. U.S. District Judge Diane Humetewa later acquitted Lacey of dozens of charges for insufficient evidence, but he still faces about 30 prostitution facilitation and money laundering charges.
Authorities say the site generated $500 million in prostitution-related revenue from its inception in 2004 until it was shut down by the government in 2018.

    


Lacey's lawyers say their client was focused on running an alternative newspaper chain and wasn't involved in day-to-day operations of Backpage.
But Humetewa told Lacey during Wednesday's sentencing he was aware of the allegations against Backpage and did nothing.




"In the face of all this, you held fast," Humetewa said. "You didn't do a thing."
Two other Backpage executives, Chief Financial Officer John Brunst and Executive Vice President Scott Spear, also were convicted last year and were each sentenced on Wednesday to 10 years in prison. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The judge ordered Lacey and the two executives to report to the U.S. Marshals Service in two weeks to start serving their sentences.
Prosecutors said the three defendants were motivated by greed, promoted prostitution while masquerading as a legitimate classified business and misled anti-trafficking organizations and law enforcement officials about the true nature of Backpage's business model.
Yvonne Ambrose, whose 16-year-old daughter Desiree Robinson was trafficked in Chicago on Backpage and killed in 2016 by a man who answered an online sex ad, told the judge on Tuesday about the pain she feels from her daughter's death. 

    


"I suffer every day from the loss of my baby," Ambrose said.
Prosecutors said Lacey used cryptocurrency and wired money to foreign bank accounts to launder revenues earned from the site's ad sales after banks raised concerns that they were being used for illegal purposes.
Authorities say Backpage employees would identify prostitutes through Google searches, then call and offer them a free ad. The site also is accused of having a business arrangement in which it would place ads on another site that lets customers post reviews of their experiences with prostitutes.
The site's marketing director has already pleaded guilty to conspiring to facilitate prostitution and acknowledged that he participated in a scheme to give free ads to prostitutes to win over their business. Additionally, the CEO of the company when the government shut the site down, Carl Ferrer, pleaded guilty to a separate federal conspiracy case in Arizona and to state money laundering charges in California.

    


Two other Backpage employees were acquitted of charges by a jury at the same 2023 trial where Lacey, Brunst and Spear were convicted of some counts.
At trial, the Backpage defendants were barred from bringing up a 2013 memo by federal prosecutors who examined the site and said at the time that they hadn't uncovered evidence of a pattern of recklessness toward minors or admissions from key participants that the site was being used for prostitution.
In the memo, prosecutors said witnesses testified that Backpage made substantial efforts to prevent criminal conduct on its site and coordinated such efforts with law enforcement agencies. The document was written five years before Lacey, Larkin and the other former Backpage operators were charged in the Arizona case.
A Government Accountability Office report released in June noted that the FBI's ability to identify victims and sex traffickers had decreased significantly after Backpage was seized by the government because law enforcement was familiar with the site and Backpage was generally responsive to requests for information.
Prosecutors said the moderation efforts by the site were aimed at concealing the true nature of the ads. Though Lacey and Larkin sold their interest in Backpage in 2015, prosecutors said the two founders retained control over the site. 
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In a north Texas county, dazed residents sift through homes mangled by a tornado

    In a north Texas county, dazed residents sift through homes mangled by a tornado
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            Powerful storms killed at least 13 people and left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where dozens sought shelter in a restroom during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S.
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            A Guadalupe Virgin statue lays among the rubble of the destroyed home of Juana Landeros, who rode out a deadly tornado with her husband and her 9-year-old son when it rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A Guadalupe Virgin statue is seen in the destroyed home of Juana Landeros, who rode out deadly tornado with her husband and her 9-year-old son when it rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Juana Landeros, who rode out deadly tornado with her husband and her 9-year-old son when it rolled through the previous night, salvages a Guadalupe Virgin statue from her destroyed home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Juana Landeros, who rode out deadly tornado with her husband and her 9-year-old son when it rolled through the previous night, salvages a Guadalupe Virgin statue from her destroyed home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Juana Landeros, who rode out deadly tornado with her husband and her 9-year-old son when it rolled through the previous night, salvages items from her destroyed home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A vehicle rests on a tree after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A battered U.S. flag gives backdrop to decoration to an entrance of a residence the morning after a deadly tornado rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Larry Landeros, 9, who rode out a deadly tornado with his parents in their pick-up parked in their garage, salvages a Guadalupe Virgin statue while combing through debris of his home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Larry Landeros, 9, who rode out a deadly tornado with his parents in their pick-up parked in their garage, looks through debris of his home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A man surveys damage to a neighbor's home after a deadly tornado rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A man looks over debris at an area where people reportedly died during a deadly tornado as it rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Larry Landeros, 9, who rode out a deadly tornado with his parents when it rolled through the previous night, surveys his destroyed home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 22 | 
            A battered Texas and U.S. flags are visible the morning after a deadly tornado rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A Volkswagen SUV is seen in a ditch near a Shell gas station after a suspected tornado passed through the area Saturday night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms killed at least seven people and left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (Elias Valverde II/The Dallas Morning News via AP)
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            An employee of a body shop collects tools from near damage the morning after a tornado rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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        In a north Texas county, dazed residents sift through homes mangled by a tornado
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                                    Powerful storms killed at least 13 people and left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where dozens sought shelter in a restroom during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S.
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            A Guadalupe Virgin statue lays among the rubble of the destroyed home of Juana Landeros, who rode out a deadly tornado with her husband and her 9-year-old son when it rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A Guadalupe Virgin statue is seen in the destroyed home of Juana Landeros, who rode out deadly tornado with her husband and her 9-year-old son when it rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Juana Landeros, who rode out deadly tornado with her husband and her 9-year-old son when it rolled through the previous night, salvages a Guadalupe Virgin statue from her destroyed home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Juana Landeros, who rode out deadly tornado with her husband and her 9-year-old son when it rolled through the previous night, salvages a Guadalupe Virgin statue from her destroyed home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 22

                                    
                                    Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 22 | 
            Juana Landeros, who rode out deadly tornado with her husband and her 9-year-old son when it rolled through the previous night, salvages items from her destroyed home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A vehicle rests on a tree after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A battered U.S. flag gives backdrop to decoration to an entrance of a residence the morning after a deadly tornado rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 22

                                    
                                    Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Larry Landeros, 9, who rode out a deadly tornado with his parents in their pick-up parked in their garage, salvages a Guadalupe Virgin statue while combing through debris of his home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Larry Landeros, 9, who rode out a deadly tornado with his parents in their pick-up parked in their garage, looks through debris of his home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A man surveys damage to a neighbor's home after a deadly tornado rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A man looks over debris at an area where people reportedly died during a deadly tornado as it rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Larry Landeros, 9, who rode out a deadly tornado with his parents when it rolled through the previous night, surveys his destroyed home, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 22

                                    
                                    Destroyed homes are seen after a deadly tornado rolled through the previous night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 22 | 
            A battered Texas and U.S. flags are visible the morning after a deadly tornado rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            A Volkswagen SUV is seen in a ditch near a Shell gas station after a suspected tornado passed through the area Saturday night, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms killed at least seven people and left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (Elias Valverde II/The Dallas Morning News via AP)
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            An employee of a body shop collects tools from near damage the morning after a tornado rolled through, Sunday, May 26, 2024, in Valley View, Texas. Powerful storms left a wide trail of destruction Sunday across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas after obliterating homes and destroying a truck stop where drivers took shelter during the latest deadly weather to strike the central U.S. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                        VALLEY VIEW, Texas (AP) -- The dazed residents of a north Texas county sifted through their mangled homes on Sunday after seven people there were killed when a tornado ripped through the remote region near the tiny community of Valley View. 
Cooke County Sheriff Ray Sappington said there's "just a trail of debris left" in the area bordering Oklahoma where the dead included two children, ages 2 and 5, in Valley View, a town where barely 800 people live. The bodies of three family members were found in one residence, the sheriff said.
The county bore the brunt of powerful weekend storms that left 15 people dead across Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas. Tens of thousands of residents were without power across the three states. 
Kevin Dorantes, 20, was in nearby Carrollton when he learned the tornado was bearing down on the Valley View neighborhood where he lived with his father and brother. He called and told them to take cover in the windowless bathroom, where the pair rode out the storm and survived without injury.

    


Some of Dorantes' neighbors weren't so lucky.
As he wandered through the neighborhood surveying downed power lines and devastated properties, he came upon a family whose home was reduced to a pile of splintered rubble. A father and son were trapped under debris, and friends and neighbors worked frantically to get them out, Dorantes said.




"They were conscious but severely injured," Dorantes said. "The father's leg was snapped."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said they managed to put the father on a mattress and carry him to a truck, where he and his son were driven to an ambulance at a nearby convenience store.
Valley View Chief of Police Justin Stamps said the small agricultural community was reeling. 
"It's been exhausting and heartbreaking," Stamps said. "I've seen this kind of damage on TV, but never in person before this. It's terrible."
He said most of the town's residents work in farming, or at a local feed store and a postal service facility. Many of its displaced residents are staying at makeshift shelters set up inside area churches, he said.

    


Cynthia De La Cruz said her family hoped to put some of their possessions into storage while they figure out where they're going to live.
"We're trying to take whatever we can save," she said. De La Cruz described the town about 55 miles (88 kilometers) north of Fort Worth as a tight-knit area of mostly Latino people. 
"I know this community really sticks together when bad things happen," she said.
Men were already busy Sunday afternoon putting a new roof on a heavily damaged home. Teams of neighbors and volunteers from a local church helped residents carry furniture and other belongings from inside battered homes into pickups and trailers.
Christopher Landeros, 19, was at dinner in nearby Lewisville when his mom, Juana Landeros, called him and said, "come find us in the truck."
Juana, her husband and their 9-year-old son Larry took shelter in their pickup truck under floor mats in their garage. The garage is now gone. A tree crashed through windows. 

    


"It was horrific. Hellish. I just kept thinking we were going to die," Juana said.
Christopher ran to a neighbor's house two streets over to help pull out an injured man. The man's wife and two kids were killed.
The street into their Valley View neighborhood was lined with twisted sheets of metal, pieces of home siding, chunks of plywood, toppled power poles and trees stripped of limbs and bark.
Two young boys parked their bicycles next to an overturned RV and scampered through the wreckage.
___
This story, originally published on May. 26, 2024, has been updated to correct that the name of the Valley View police chief is Justin Stamps, not Stamms.
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            This image released by IFC Films shows Noah Wiseman, bottom, and Essie Davis in a scene from the film "The Babadook." (IFC Films via AP)
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            This image released by Laika shows poster art for the remastered version of the stop-motion animated film "Coraline." (Laika via AP)
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            This image released by A24 shows David Byrne in a scene from "Stop Making Sense." (Jordan Cronenweth/A24 via AP)
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            This image released by Janus Films shows Toshiro Mifune in a scene from the 1954 film "Seven Samurai." (Janus Films via AP)
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            This image released by IFC Films shows Noah Wiseman, left, and Essie Davis in a scene from the film "The Babadook." (IFC Films via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- When Jennifer Kent's "The Babadook" opened in theaters a decade ago, it played at two cinemas. When it returns to theaters next month, it will be in 500. 
"It's strange but in a wonderful way. I can't quite believe it's been 10 years already. But it's fantastic to go back and be a part of it," Kent says, speaking from Australia. "Considering that it only released on such a small number of screens, I feel proud that it's still enduring."
"The Babadook," a chilling parable of parenthood that ushered in a new era of daring, cinematic horror films, is just one of many movies making an anniversary run in theaters this year. Look at almost any movie theater marquee right now and you'll probably see not just new titles but a smattering of older films, too.
At a time when nearly everything is available at home with a few clicks, nothing is surging on the big screen as much as yesterday's movies. Repertory cinema, once the home of the arthouse, is now in the multiplex, too.

    


And sometimes, the ticket sales can be eye-popping. In the last two weeks, the beloved 2009 stop-motion Laika Studios film "Coraline," by Henry Selick, has grossed more than $25 million -- a staggering sum for a 15-year-old movie. Earlier this year, Disney's re-release of "Star Wars: Episode One - The Phantom Menace" made $19.4 million globally.




This fall will see anniversary releases of "Shaun of the Dead," "Paris, Texas," "Whiplash," "Hoop Dreams," "Interstellar" and many more. It's not uncommon, of course, for restored classics to return to theaters. ( "Seven Samurai" and "The Conversation" are among those that have this summer.) But it's a new feature of moviegoing that fairly recent movies are seeing wide re-releases - and that audiences are packing theaters for them. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Babadook," a small independent film propelled to cult status by widespread raves -- even William Friedkin hailed it as an instant classic -- will very possibly outgross the $1 million it made a decade ago in North America.

    


"It has grown a new fan base," says Nicole Weis, vice president of distribution for IFC. "The majority of the fans didn't see it theatrically. This strategy of bringing it back was so people could see a film they've fallen in love with as they should, as it was intended to be, on the big screen."
Theatrical hasn't returned to pre-pandemic levels. But that's partly due to theaters not having enough movies to show. The number of films released nationwide in theaters has lowered for various reasons. The year's movie calendar was significantly altered by last year's prolonged work stoppages.
Partly to help fill such voids, the nation's three largest theater chains - AMC, Regal and Cinemark -- in 2005 formed Fathom Events. It distributes, among other things, live broadcasts of the Metropolitan Opera and special events like the annual Studio Ghibli Fest, which brings back classics from the Japanese anime studio. Its release of "Coraline," including 3-D screenings, set a new high mark for Fathom.
"The interest in classic movies has really gone up," Ray Nutt, chief executive of Fathom says. "This year we'll see a 75% increase year over year in this category."

    


When Fathom started out, they mainly looked to play films on quiet days in cinemas, like Mondays and Tuesdays. But they've steadily expanded. Earlier this year, one of their biggest hits was a run of the "Lord of the Rings" trilogy over Saturday-Sunday-Monday. Upcoming classics includes anniversary showings of "Rear Window," "Blazing Saddles," "Mean Girls" and "The Fifth Element."
"We joke around here a lot about what is the definition of a classic movie," says Nutt. "It used to be something like 50 years or whatever, and now we're talking about 'Coraline' at 15."
Some streaming services tend to hide older film from their home pages. But in such a digital sea of content, how new a movie can sometimes be less relevant. ("Titanic" and "The Equalizer" have both charted this summer on Netflix's most-watched lists.) The differential between theater and home is becoming less about what's new and more about the viewing experience. Do you want to see "Jaws" on your couch while flipping through your phone, or on a big screen with an audience collectively on the edge of their seats?

    


Mark Anastasio, the program director of the Coolidge Corner Theatre, a six-screen non-profit cinema in Brookline, Massachusetts, was struck by the appeal older films had when the Coolidge was reopening from pandemic closure. At the time, there were paltry first-run films to play.
"But the interest in the repertory never went away," says Anastasio. "We've got six screens here. It used to be that once or twice a week we'd run an older film at 7 p.m. And we've now increased our repertory offerings so that we're showing an older movie every single night of the week, including Saturday and Sunday nights. And the demand is there."

    


Now, Anastasio is finding he can program increasingly creatively, reaching deeper into filmmaker catalogues -- and the crowds keep turning up. This week he had a packed house for Spike Lee's "Inside Man" in 35mm, the other day Friedkin's 1977 thriller "Sorcerer" was a success. The Coolidge's upcoming plans include three weeks of 70mm screenings ("Lawrence of Arabia," "Inception") and a "Schlock and Awe" series of William Castle films, complete with their original gimmicks, like seats that buzz during "The Tingler."
Such programming isn't new for urban arthouses but it's expanding. Increasingly, older films are being shown on screens usually reserved for first-run movies. Some of that is out of necessity.
"There's about 20-30% less films being majorly distributed now than there were just five years ago," says Jeremy Boviard, the general manager of the four-screen Moviehouse in Millerton, New York. "There's definitely more holes in certain programming weekends."
Boviard has had to be more selective about what appeals to Hudson Valley moviegoers, but some choices really click. Last year, that included the 40th anniversary of Jonathan Demme's Talking Heads concert film "Stop Making Sense." It was released by A24, which prides itself on cutting-edge contemporary films but has begun experimenting with re-releases. "Stop Making Sense" made more than $5 million domestically.
The trend isn't likely to slow down any time soon. Studios now regularly comb through their archives and patiently await notable anniversaries. For Kent, it's a positive development in what she otherwise calls "a dark age for cinema."
"I feel like people still crave that experience," says Kent. "I went to see on the weekend Dreyer's 'Ordet' and Bergman's 'The Seventh Seal.' Especially in 'Ordet,' it's such a transcendent film. The audience, we were collectively experiencing it. I could hear people crying at the end. It's the reason that we went to the cinema in the first place -- to have an experience. Not to sit on our couch while we're looking at our phones watching some sort of content. It's not bringing out the best in us or in the work.
"For me," she adds, "I take it very seriously, because I think we need it."
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            Artists perform with fireworks during the Paris 2024 Paralympic Opening Ceremony at the Place de la Concorde in Paris, France, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (Julien De Rosa/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Members of the Japanese delegation parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, on Concorde plaza in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 28 | 
            The Paralympic flag is raised during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            The United States athletes parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Flagbearers Mpumelelo Mhlongo of South Africa and Kat Swanepoel of South Africa lead their contingent during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Flagbearers Hernan Barreto of Argentina and Coty Garrone of Argentina lead their contingent during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Alpha jets form the Patrouille de France fly over the Concorde plaza during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron, right, and IPC president Andrew Parson attend the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            The crowd attends the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, on the Concorde plaza, with the Grand Palais in background, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            The crowd attends the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, on the Concorde plaza in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron, right, and IPC president Andrew Parson shake hands during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Members of the Swiss delegation parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, Pool)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron points towards the stage as he sits next to his wife Brigitte while they watch the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, in Paris, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Rodriguez-Scheyer)
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            Members of the Australian delegation parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, on Concorde plaza in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            Flagbearers Alexis Hanquinquant of France and Nantenin Keita of France lead their delegation during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, Pool)
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            Indonesia's delegation arrives during the Parade of Nations as part of the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games Opening Ceremony at the Place de la Concorde in Paris, France, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. (Julien De Rosa/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Kenya's delegation arrives during the Parade of Nations as part of the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games Opening Ceremony at the Place de la Concorde in Paris, France, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. (Julien De Rosa/Pool Photo via AP)
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            The Obelisk of La Concorde plaza bears the colors of the French flag during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Indonesia's delegation arrives during the Parade of Nations as part of the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games Opening Ceremony at the Place de la Concorde in Paris, France, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. (Julien De Rosa/Pool Photo via AP)
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            French artist Lucky Love sings during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            The Obelisk of La Concorde plaza and the Eiffel Tower get lightenings during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, on La Concorde plaza in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, at La Concorde square in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, Pool)
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            South African dancer Musa Motha performs during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Athletes Charles-Antoine Kouakou, Nantenin Keita, Fabien Lamirault, Alexis Hanquinquant and Elodie Lorandi look up after they lit the cauldron during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            28 of 28 | 
            Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, at La Concorde square in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, Pool)
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            Artists perform with fireworks during the Paris 2024 Paralympic Opening Ceremony at the Place de la Concorde in Paris, France, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (Julien De Rosa/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Members of the Japanese delegation parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, on Concorde plaza in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            The Paralympic flag is raised during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            The United States athletes parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Flagbearers Mpumelelo Mhlongo of South Africa and Kat Swanepoel of South Africa lead their contingent during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 28 | 
            Flagbearers Hernan Barreto of Argentina and Coty Garrone of Argentina lead their contingent during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Alpha jets form the Patrouille de France fly over the Concorde plaza during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            10 of 28 | 
            French President Emmanuel Macron, right, and IPC president Andrew Parson attend the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 28 | 
            The crowd attends the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, on the Concorde plaza, with the Grand Palais in background, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            The crowd attends the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, on the Concorde plaza in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron, right, and IPC president Andrew Parson shake hands during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Members of the Swiss delegation parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 28

                                    
                                    Members of the Swiss delegation parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, Pool)
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            French President Emmanuel Macron points towards the stage as he sits next to his wife Brigitte while they watch the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, in Paris, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Rodriguez-Scheyer)
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            Members of the Australian delegation parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, on Concorde plaza in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            Flagbearers Alexis Hanquinquant of France and Nantenin Keita of France lead their delegation during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (Gonzalo Fuentes/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, Pool)
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            Indonesia's delegation arrives during the Parade of Nations as part of the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games Opening Ceremony at the Place de la Concorde in Paris, France, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. (Julien De Rosa/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Kenya's delegation arrives during the Parade of Nations as part of the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games Opening Ceremony at the Place de la Concorde in Paris, France, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. (Julien De Rosa/Pool Photo via AP)
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            The Obelisk of La Concorde plaza bears the colors of the French flag during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Indonesia's delegation arrives during the Parade of Nations as part of the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games Opening Ceremony at the Place de la Concorde in Paris, France, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. (Julien De Rosa/Pool Photo via AP)
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            French artist Lucky Love sings during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            The Obelisk of La Concorde plaza and the Eiffel Tower get lightenings during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, on La Concorde plaza in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Artists perform during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, at La Concorde square in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, Pool)
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            South African dancer Musa Motha performs during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Michel Euler)
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            Athletes Charles-Antoine Kouakou, Nantenin Keita, Fabien Lamirault, Alexis Hanquinquant and Elodie Lorandi look up after they lit the cauldron during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Just weeks after hosting the Olympics, Paris inaugurated the 2024 Paralympics on Wednesday with a nearly four-hour-long opening ceremony in the heart of the city.
Against the backdrop of a setting sun, thousands of athletes paraded down the famed Champs-Elysees avenue to Place de la Concorde in central Paris where French President Emmanuel Macron officially declared the Paralympic Games open.
About 50,000 people watched the ceremony in stands built around the iconic square, which is the biggest in Paris and is visible from afar because of its ancient Egyptian Obelisk. Accessibility for athletes in wheelchairs was facilitated with strips of asphalt laid along the avenue and placed over the square.
More than 4,000 athletes with physical, visual and intellectual impairments will compete in 22 sports from Thursday until Sept. 8. Organizers say more than 2 million of the 2.8 million tickets have been sold for the various Paralympic events.

    


The opening ceremony was held outside the confines of a stadium, just like when the Olympics opened in the city on July 26. Fighter planes flew overhead, leaving red-white-and blue vapors in the colors of the French national flag, before the delegations entered the square in alphabetical order.




Some delegations were huge -- more than 250 athletes from Brazil -- and some were tiny -- less than a handful from Barbados and just three from Myanmar. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ukraine's delegation got a loud cheer and some of the crowd stood to applaud them.
Flag bearers Steve Serio and Nicky Nieves led the U.S. team's delegation. The French arrived last and to roars from the crowd, which then sang along to popular French songs, including "Que Je T'aime" by late rocker Johnny Hallyday.
Throughout the show, directed by Thomas Jolly who also led the Olympic opening ceremony, singers, dancers and musicians with and without disabilities performed on stage together seamlessly, projecting a theme of inclusion and overcoming physical differences. Lucky Love, a French singer who lost his left arm at birth, was joined by performers in wheelchairs. Other acts featured dancers with crutches.

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


International Paralympic Committee President Andrew Parsons said he hoped the Paris Paralympics would start an "inclusion revolution" beyond the field of sport.

    


"The Paris 2024 Paralympic Games will show what persons with disabilities can achieve at the highest level when the barriers to succeed are removed," he said in a speech. "The fact these opportunities largely exist only in sport in the year 2024 is shocking. It is proof we can and must do more to advance disability inclusion -- whether on the field of play, in the classroom, concert hall or in the boardroom."
As the ceremony concluded, the Paralympic torch was carried into the area by former Olympic wheelchair tennis gold medalist Michael Jeremiasz, who was surrounded on stage by dozens of torchbearers. Five French Paralympians lit the Olympic cauldron, which is designed to look like a hot air balloon and glowed gold-like in the night.

    


The Paralympic flag was raised high into the night sky and its emblem adorned the top of the Arc de Triomphe about 3 kilometers (2 miles) away.
Although Wednesday night's show started at 8 p.m. local time, fans had gathered hours earlier under a scorching sun to get top spots along the way. As performers entertained the crowd on stage, volunteers danced alongside Paralympians as they waved their national flags and the sky gave off a postcard-perfect orange glow.
Tony Estanguet, the president of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, called Paralympians "immense champions who we have the honor of being with tonight."
The first medals handed out on Thursday will be in taekwondo, table tennis, swimming and track cycling. Athletes are grouped by impairment levels to ensure as level a playing field as possible.
The closing ceremony will be held at Stade de France, the national stadium.
___
Associated Press Writer Tom Nouvian in Paris contributed to this report.
___
AP Paralympics: https://apnews.com/hub/paralympic-games
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What is Telegram and why was its CEO arrested in Paris?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The founder and CEO of the messaging service Telegram was detained at a Paris airport on an arrest warrant alleging his platform has been used for money laundering, drug trafficking and other offenses, French media reported Sunday.
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                                        Pavel Durov, the founder and CEO of the messaging app Telegram, was arrested in Paris over the weekend over allegations that his platform is being used for illicit activity including drug trafficking and the distribution of child sexual abuse images. 
Durov, who was born in Russia, spent much of his childhood in Italy and is a citizen of France, Russia, the Caribbean island nation of St. Kitts and Nevis, and the United Arab Emirates. He was taken into custody at Paris-Le Bourget Airport in France on Saturday after arriving from Azerbaijan and released Wednesday after four days of questioning. He was ordered to pay 5 million euros for bail and directed to report to a police station twice a week, according to the Paris prosecutor's office.
In a statement posted to its platform, Telegram said it abides by EU laws and its content moderation is "within industry standards and constantly improving." Durov, the company added, "has nothing to hide and travels frequently in Europe."

    


Here are some details on Telegram, the app at the center of Durov's arrest. 
What is Telegram?
Telegram is an app that allows for one-on-one conversations, group chats and large "channels" that let people broadcast messages to subscribers. Unlike rivals such as Meta's WhatsApp, Telegram's group chats allow as many as 200,000 people, compared to a maximum of 1,024 for WhatsApp. Experts have raised concerns that misinformation spreads easily in group chats of that size.




Telegram offers users end-to-end encryption for their communications, but -- contrary to a popular misconception -- this feature is not on by default. Users have to switch on the option. It also doesn't work with group chats. That contrasts with rival Signal and Facebook Messenger, where chats are encrypted end-to-end by default. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Popular Telegram features like group chats and channels are not end-to-end encrypted. That means that Telegram can access their contents," said John Scott-Railton, senior researcher at the University of Toronto's Citizenlab. "Similarly, messages between users are not end-to-end encrypted by default, which means that Telegram could also access these messages. Only Telegram's opt-in 'secret chat' feature is end-to-end encrypted, which would prevent Telegram from accessing the chat contents." 

    


Telegram says it has more than 950 million active users. It is widely used in France as a messaging tool, including by some officials in the presidential palace and in the ministry behind the investigation into Durov. But French investigators have also found the app has been used by Islamic extremists and drug traffickers.
Telegram was launched in 2013 by Durov and his brother Nikolai. According to Telegram, Pavel Durov supports the app "financially and ideologically while Nikolai's input is technological." 
Before Telegram, Durov founded VKontakte, Russia's largest social network. The company came under pressure amid the Russian government's crackdown after mass pro-democracy protests rocked Moscow at the end of 2011 and 2012. Durov said government authorities demanded that the VKontakte take down the online communities of Russian opposition activists. It later asked the platform to hand over the personal data of users who took part in the 2013 uprising in Ukraine, which eventually ousted a pro-Kremlin president.

    


But Durov sold his stake in VKontakte after pressure from Russian authorities in 2014. He also left the country. Today, Telegram is based in Dubai, which Durov called "the best place for a neutral platform like ours to be in if we want to make sure we can defend our users' privacy and freedom of speech" in an April interview with conservative talk show host Tucker Carlson. 
Why was Durov arrested? 
On Wednesday, French authorities handed preliminary charges to Durov for allowing alleged criminal activity on Telegram and barred him from leaving France pending further investigation. Allegations against Durov include that his platform is being used for child sexual abuse material and drug trafficking and that Telegram refused to share information or documents with investigators when required by law. 

    


The first preliminary charge against him was for "complicity in managing an online platform to allow illicit transactions by an organized group," a crime that can carry a sentence of up to 10 years in prison and 500,000 euro fine, the prosecutor's office said.
Preliminary charges under French law mean magistrates have strong reason to believe a crime was committed but allow more time for further investigation.
What has been the response?
There was no immediate comment from Durov or Telegram to the charges.
In Russia, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov declined to comment on reports of Durov's arrest in France.
"We still don't know what exactly Durov is being accused of," Peskov said Monday during his daily media conference call. "We haven't heard any official statements on that matter."

    


"Let's wait until the charges are announced -- if they are announced," Peskov said.
Russian government officials have expressed outrage at Durov's detention, with some calling it politically motivated and proof of the West's double standard on freedom of speech. The outcry has raised eyebrows among Kremlin critics: In 2018 Russian authorities themselves tried to block Telegram but failed, withdrawing the ban in 2020.
Elsewhere, Elon Musk, the billionaire owner of X who has called himself a " free speech absolutist," has been speaking out in support of Durov and posted "#freePavel" following the arrest.
"It is absurd to claim that a platform or its owner are responsible for abuse of that platform," Telegram's post after the arrest said. "Almost a billion users globally use Telegram as a means of communication and as a source of vital information. We're awaiting a prompt resolution of this situation. Telegram is with you all."
Does Telegram moderate content? 
Western governments have often criticized Telegram for a lack of content moderation, which experts say opens up the messaging platform for potential use in money laundering, drug trafficking and the sharing of material linked to the sexual exploitation of minors.
Compared to other messaging platforms, Telegram is "less secure (and) more lax in terms of policy and detection of illegal content," said David Thiel, a Stanford University researcher, who has investigated the use of online platforms for child exploitation, at its Internet Observatory.
In addition, Telegram "appears basically unresponsive to law enforcement," Thiel said, adding that messaging service WhatsApp "submitted over 1.3 million CyberTipline reports in 2023 (and) Telegram submits none."
In 2022, Germany issued fines of 5.125 million euros ($5 million at the time) against the operators of Telegram for failing to comply with German law. The Federal Office of Justice said that Telegram FZ-LLC hasn't established a lawful way for reporting illegal content or named an entity in Germany to receive official communication.
Both are required under German laws that regulate large online platforms.
Last year, Brazil temporarily suspended Telegram over its failure to surrender data on neo-Nazi activity related to a police inquiry into school shootings in November.
___
Associated Press Writers Barbara Surk in Nice, France, and Daria Litvinova in Tallinn, Estonia contributed to this story. 
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FAA grounds SpaceX after rocket falls over in flames at landing
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            In this photo provided by SpaceX, the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, carrying 21 Starlink internet satellites, launches from Cape Canaveral, Fla., on Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (SpaceX via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            In this photo provided by SpaceX, the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket, carrying 21 Starlink internet satellites, launches from Cape Canaveral, Fla., on Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (SpaceX via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            This image created from a SpaceX video, shows the moment when the SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket's first-stage fell over in flames after landing on an ocean platform offshore, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in the Atlantic Ocean. (SpaceX via AP)
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                                        SpaceX launches are on hold after a booster rocket toppled over in flames while landing Wednesday. 
The Federal Aviation Administration grounded the company's Falcon 9 rockets and ordered an investigation following the predawn accident off the Florida coast. No injuries or public damage were reported.
It's too early to know how much impact this will have on SpaceX's upcoming crew flights, one private and the other for NASA. A billionaire's chartered flight was delayed just a few hours earlier because of a poor weather forecast. 
The rocket blasted off from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station and got all 21 Starlink internet satellites to orbit. But the first-stage booster fell over in a fireball moments after landing on an ocean platform, the first such accident in years. It was the 23rd time this particular booster had launched, a recycling record for SpaceX.

    


The FAA said it must approve SpaceX's accident findings and corrective action before the company can resume Falcon 9 launches. A launch from California with more Starlinks was immediately called off following the accident.
SpaceX's Jon Edwards, a vice president, said the company is working "ASAP" to understand what went wrong.




"Losing a booster is always sad. Each one of them has a unique history and character. Thankfully this doesn't happen often," Edwards posted on X.
Besides the private spaceflight awaiting liftoff from Florida's Kennedy Space Center, SpaceX is due to launch a pair of astronauts for NASA late next month. Two seats will be set aside for the two astronauts who launched in June aboard Boeing's new Starliner capsule, deemed unsafe by NASA for their return. 
___
 The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Ukraine's daring offensive intensifies pressure on US to ease cautious approach to the war

    Ukraine's daring offensive intensifies pressure on US to ease cautious approach to the war

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            A couple sit in front of their house destroyed by a Russian strike in Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Andriy Andriyenko)
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            Ukrainian soldiers guard the sky with a machine-gun on a city road during one of Russian most massive missile and drone attack against Ukraine's energy objects in Kyiv, Ukraine, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, Commander-in-Chief Oleksandr Syrsky, right, look at a map during their visit to Sumy, Ukraine, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Presidential Press Office, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy lays flowers at the Memorial Wall of Fallen Defenders of Ukraine in Russian-Ukrainian War during celebration of the Ukrainian Independence Day in Kyiv, Ukraine, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024. (Ukrainian Presidential Press Office via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Ukraine's daring ground offensive has taken the fight to Russia, but not nearly as much as its leaders would like because, they say, the United States won't let them. 
The U.S. restricts the use of long-range ballistic missiles it provides to Ukraine, which wants to aim them at military targets inside Russia. Ukraine's offensive, along with a barrage of drones and missiles that Moscow launched this week, has intensified pressure on the Biden administration to ease its cautious approach to the use of Western weapons in escalating Ukrainian attacks.
The Biden administration says its careful deliberations, including which advanced weapons it supplies to Ukraine and when, are necessary to avoid provoking retaliation from Russian President Vladimir Putin. Some analysts agree Putin would take a Ukrainian strike by an American long-range ballistic missile as an attack by the U.S. itself.

    


But other American and European supporters of Ukraine say the White House should see that Putin's threats of attacking the West, including with nuclear weapons, are bluster. Their fear is the U.S. support that has allowed Ukraine to withstand Russia's 2022 invasion comes with delays and caveats that could ultimately contribute to its defeat.




"This war is going to end exactly how Western policymakers decide it will end,'' said Philip Breedlove, a retired U.S. general who led NATO in Europe from 2013 to 2016 and is among the retired U.S. military leaders and diplomats, Republican lawmakers, security analysts and others pushing for a loosening of restrictions on how Ukraine uses Western-provided weapons. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"If we keep doing what we're doing, Ukraine will eventually lose," Breedlove said. "Because right now ... we are purposely not giving Ukraine what they need to win."
Lifting such restrictions "would strengthen Ukrainian self-defense, save lives and reduce destruction in Ukraine," European Union foreign affairs chief Josep Borrell wrote Monday on the social platform X after Russia launched more than 200 missiles and drones at Ukraine. The next day, Russia launched 91 more.

    


The push and pull is playing out during Ukraine's surprise offensive into Russia's southern Kursk region, the first ground invasion of Russia since World War II. 
Throughout the war, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has balanced copious thanks for U.S. support with frustrated appeals for more arms and ammunition. Upping the pressure this month, he again said Ukraine must fight the war as it sees fit with all the weapons at its disposal and appealed for the U.S. to drop a ban on using American long-range ATACMS missiles to strike deeper into Russia.
"A sick old man from the Red Square, who constantly threatens everyone with the red button, will not dictate any of his red lines to us," Zelenskyy said recently of Putin.
The Biden administration this year allowed Ukraine to fire shorter-range U.S.-provided munitions across the border in self-defense, but not ATACMS. 
Ukraine's defense minister, Rustem Umerov, and presidential adviser Andriy Yermak were coming to Washington this week to discuss the specific long-range military targets that Ukraine would like to hit in Russia, according to a person familiar with the plans. The person spoke on condition of anonymity to share the officials' plans. 

    


Security analysts say Ukraine is using U.S.-provided HIMARS rocket systems in its offensive. Ukraine also announced it has used a U.S.-supplied glide bomb against Russian forces and deployed its own prototype of a long-range drone-missile hybrid.
Zelenskyy's military appeared to have launched the ground offensive on Aug. 6 without consulting American leaders.
As Ukraine has claimed hundreds of square miles (hundreds of square kilometers) of Russian territory, it has taken a message from another U.S. ally that receives military support, said Roman Kostenko, a Ukrainian lawmaker and military commander.
"Israel once stated that it is quite respectful of the advice of its partners, but as an independent state, it makes decisions independently," Kostenko told the Ukrainska Pravda news outlet. "I believe we can mirror this."

    


The U.S. has deliberated at length before eventually approving a succession of advanced weapons that Ukraine has pleaded for: modern tanks, precision medium-range rocket systems, Patriot missile batteries, ATACMS for use inside occupied Ukrainian territory and F-16 aircraft.
The Biden administration condemned Russia's attacks this week on Ukrainian energy infrastructure and is helping bolster its ally's air defenses, but has not changed its policy on long-range weapons, national security spokesman John Kirby told reporters this week.
A U.S. official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the government's internal discussions, said the Biden administration believes there's no strategic advantage to ATACMS strikes within Russia.

    


There are too few ATACMS overall to allow Ukraine to hit a significant number of targets within Russia, the official said, adding that Ukraine is using the long-range missiles it has to challenge Russia's hold on the strategically important Crimean Peninsula.
Russia also has moved many of its aircraft away from what the Institute for the Study of War research group says are 16 Russian airbases within potential range of the ATACMS. That includes aircraft launching the hard-to-intercept glide bombs that Russia is using in Ukraine, the official said.
Many outside the administration disagree. More than 200 other Russian military targets are within ATACMS range in what appear to be carelessly guarded areas along 620 miles (1,000 kilometers) of border, said George Barros, a security analyst focusing on Ukraine and Russia for the Institute for the Study of War, which provides closely watched battlefield analysis of the conflict.
Those targets include large military bases, communications stations, logistics centers, repair facilities, fuel depots, ammunition warehouses and permanent headquarters, Barros said.
While tech-savvy Ukraine is pioneering aggressive new ways of using armed drones and electronic warfare against Russia, hardened targets like bases need the bigger punch that ATACMS can provide, Barros said.
A few selective strikes against some Russian targets would force Putin to shift manpower and resources to protect those targets, he said.
"That is the kind of strain that drastically reduces an attacker's ability to successfully logistically support their front-line forces," Barros said.
Ukraine, fighting a far bigger military, needs the battlefield momentum that it hopes surprise offensives, demoralizing attacks within Russia and advanced weapons can provide. While it's pulled off a feat by deploying armed and uncrewed drone boats to bottle up Russia's navy in the Black Sea, its biggest battlefield successes were in the first dramatic months of the war.
A 2023 Ukrainian counteroffensive ended without major gains, and then U.S. political deadlock stalled military support for months and allowed Russian forces to gain territory.
In grim conversations this summer, Ukrainians and Americans spoke of the risk of a cease-fire on Russia's terms. Without leverage from battlefield successes, Ukraine could be forced to cede large amounts of Ukrainian territory and face another invasion later.
Billions of dollars' worth of U.S. military support is flowing again. Zelenskyy has expanded military conscription. And American military leaders are back to talking of what had been allies' vision for the next phase of the war, said Bill Taylor, a veteran former diplomat who served as U.S. ambassador to Ukraine from 2006 to 2009.
That is, Ukraine spends the rest of the year rebuilding its ground forces and adding capacity to hit Russia hard enough that it seeks a cease-fire next year on terms Ukraine can accept, he said.
Long-range missile strikes on military targets anywhere inside Russia are part of that, Taylor said. "The Ukrainians should not have to give Russians a sanctuary."
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Supreme Court rebuffs Biden administration plea to restore multibillion-dollar student debt plan
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                    FILE - The Supreme Court is seen at sundown in Washington, Nov. 6, 2020. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Wednesday kept on hold the latest multibillion-dollar plan from the Biden administration that would have lowered payments for millions of borrowers, while lawsuits make their way through lower courts.
The justices rejected an administration request to put most of it back into effect. It was blocked by the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. 
In an unsigned order, the court said it expects the appeals court to issue a fuller decision on the plan "with appropriate dispatch."
The Education Department is seeking to provide a faster path to loan cancellation, and reduce monthly income-based repayments from 10% to 5% of a borrower's discretionary income. The plan also wouldn't require borrowers to make payments if they earn less than 225% of the federal poverty line -- $32,800 a year for a single person.

    


Last year, the Supreme Court's conservative majority rejected an earlier plan that would have wiped away more than $400 billion in student loan debt. 
Cost estimates of the new SAVE plan vary. The Republican-led states challenging the plan peg the cost at $475 billion over 10 years. The administration cites a Congressional Budget Office estimate of $276 billion.




Two separate legal challenges to the SAVE plan have been making their way through federal courts. In June, judges in Kansas and Missouri issued separate rulings that blocked much of the administration's plan. Debt that already had been forgiven under the plan was unaffected.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals issued a ruling that allowed the department to proceed with a provision allowing for lower monthly payments. Republican-led states had asked the high court to undo that ruling.
But after the 8th Circuit blocked the entire plan, the states had no need for the Supreme Court to intervene, the justices noted in a separate order issued Wednesday. 

    


The Justice Department had suggested the Supreme Court could take up the legal fight over the new plan now, as it did with the earlier debt forgiveness plan. But the justices declined to do so. 
"This is a recipe for chaos across the student loan system," said Mike Pierce, executive director of the Student Borrower Protection Center, an advocacy group.
"No court has decided on the merits here, but despite all of that borrowers are left in this limbo state where their rights don't exist for them," Pierce said.
Eight million people were already enrolled in the SAVE program when it was paused by the lower court, and more than 10 million more people are looking for ways to afford monthly payments, he said.
Sheng Li, litigation counsel with the New Civil Liberties Alliance, a legal group funded by conservative donors, applauded the order. "There was no basis to lift the injunction because the Department of Education's newest loan-cancellation program is just as unlawful as the one the Court struck down a year ago," he said in a statement.
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Gunman in Trump assassination attempt saw rally as 'target of opportunity,' FBI official says
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            FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is surrounded by Secret Service at a campaign event in Butler, Pa., July 13, 2024. A senior FBI official says the gunman in the assassination attempt of former President Donald Trump searched online for events of both Trump and President Joe Biden and saw the Pennsylvania campaign rally where he opened fire last month as a "target of opportunity." (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            This image provided by the FBI shows Thomas Matthew Crooks' rifle broken down as was likely done for transport and the backpack recovered at the scene in Butler, Pa., July 13, 2024. Crooks searched online for events of both former President Donald Trump and President Joe Biden and saw the Pennsylvania campaign rally where he opened fire as a "target of opportunity," a senior FBI official said. (FBI via AP)
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            This image provided by the FBI shows Thomas Matthew Crooks' rifle as recovered at the scene in Butler, Pa., July 13, 2024. Crooks searched online for events of both former President Donald Trump and President Joe Biden and saw the Pennsylvania campaign rally where he opened fire as a "target of opportunity," a senior FBI official said. (FBI via AP)
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            This image provided by the FBI shows two improvised explosive devises as initially discovered in Thomas Matthew Crooks' car at the scene in Butler, Pa., July 13, 2024. Crooks searched online for events of both former President Donald Trump and President Joe Biden and saw the Pennsylvania campaign rally where he opened fire as a "target of opportunity," a senior FBI official said. (FBI via AP)
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            FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump is surrounded by Secret Service at a campaign event in Butler, Pa., July 13, 2024. A senior FBI official says the gunman in the assassination attempt of former President Donald Trump searched online for events of both Trump and President Joe Biden and saw the Pennsylvania campaign rally where he opened fire last month as a "target of opportunity." (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            This image provided by the FBI shows Thomas Matthew Crooks' rifle broken down as was likely done for transport and the backpack recovered at the scene in Butler, Pa., July 13, 2024. Crooks searched online for events of both former President Donald Trump and President Joe Biden and saw the Pennsylvania campaign rally where he opened fire as a "target of opportunity," a senior FBI official said. (FBI via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The gunman in the assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump searched online for events of both Trump and President Joe Biden, looked up information about explosives over the last five years and eyed the Pennsylvania campaign rally where he opened fire last month as a "target of opportunity," a senior FBI official said Wednesday.
Investigators who have conducted nearly 1,000 interviews do not yet have a motive for why 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks shot at Trump during a July campaign rally but they believe that he conducted "extensive attack planning," including looking up campaign events involving both the current president and former president, particularly in western Pennsylvania.
The FBI analysis of his online search history reveals a "sustained, detailed effort to plan an attack on some event, meaning he looked at any number of events or targets," Kevin Rojek, the special agent in charge of the FBI's Pittsburgh field office, told reporters Wednesday in the latest in a series of briefings on the investigation.

    


Once a Trump rally was announced for July 13 in Butler, Pennsylvania, "He became hyper-focused on that specific event and looked at it as a target of opportunity," Rojek said. Crooks' internet searches in the days leading up to the rally included queries about the grounds where the rally was held, "Where will Trump speak from at Butler Farm Show?" "Butler Farm Show podium" and "Butler Farm Show photos."




In the 30 days before the attack, the FBI says, Crooks did more than 60 internet searches related to Biden and Trump, including seeking the dates of both the Democratic and Republican national conventions. FBI Director Christopher Wray has previously revealed that one week before the shooting, Crooks did a Google search for "How far away was Oswald from Kennedy?" 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That's an apparent reference to Lee Harvey Oswald, the shooter who killed President John F. Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963.

    


The new details add to an emerging portrait of Crooks as a highly intelligent and reclusive man who investigators say in the years before the shooting had taken an eerie interest in explosives, violence and prominent public figures but whose internet searches of Democrats and Republicans alike have frustrated efforts to assign a simple political motive or to establish why Trump himself would have been targeted.
"We have a clear idea of mindset, but we are not ready to make any conclusive statements regarding motive at this time," Rojek said. The FBI has also not found that anyone else had advance knowledge of the shooting or that Crooks had conspired with anyone else.
The FBI found explosive devices in his car and home, and investigators say his internet searches revealed that since at least 2019 he had looked up information about bomb-making materials, including about how remote detonators work.
The FBI has said that Trump, the 2024 Republican presidential nominee, was struck in the ear by a bullet or a bullet fragment in the assassination attempt. Crooks fired eight shots from an AR-style rifle. One rallygoer was killed and two others were injured before the gunman, who was positioned on the roof of a building less than 150 yards away, was killed by a Secret Service counter-sniper.
Also Wednesday, the FBI released images of the rifle Crooks used, his backpack and improvised explosive devices found in his car.
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Probe is closed into owners of Pulse nightclub, where 49 died in mass shooting
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                    FILE - Brandon Wolf, a survivor of the Pulse nightclub shooting and activist, looks at the photos that are a part of the Pulse memorial in Orlando, Fla., on Sept. 9, 2022. (AP Photo/Cody Jackson, File)
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                                        ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -- The Orlando Police Department has closed its investigation into the former owners of the Pulse nightclub without filing any charges. Victims' families and survivors of the killing of 49 patrons at the LGBTQ-friendly club had asked law enforcement to investigate them for possible criminal culpability.
No charges will be filed against former owners Barbara and Rosario Poma because probable cause didn't exist for involuntary manslaughter by culpable negligence, the Orlando police said this week in an emailed statement.
About two dozen people, mostly survivors and family members of those who died in the 2016 shooting, gave statements to investigators. They said that building plans weren't available to first responders during the three hours hostages were held in the club and that unpermitted renovations and building modifications had occurred. They also maintained that the club was likely above capacity, that it had operated for years in violation of its conditional use permit, and that there were security and risk-management failures.

    


Despite efforts to reach the the Pomas, investigators weren't able to interview them. Sara Brady, a spokesperson for the Pomas, said Wednesday that they aren't issuing a statement.




Investigators concluded that the lack of building plans didn't hamper rescuers, that it was impossible to identify how many people were in the club that night, that the city of Orlando never took any action against Pulse when the nightclub changed its interior, and that there were too many unknowns about how gunman Omar Mateen entered.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

None of the Pomas' actions were done "with a reckless disregard for human life," and "they could not have reasonably foreseen or anticipated a terrorist incident taking place at Pulse," investigators wrote in a report.
On its Facebook page, the group Pulse Families and Survivors for Justice called the investigation a "sham" in a post.

    


"It's really very simple. There should be some accountability and a legitimate investigation. Not this joke report," the post said.
Mateen opened fire during a Latin night celebration on June 12, 2016, leaving 49 dead and 53 wounded. At the time, it was the worst mass shooting in modern U.S. history. Mateen, who had pledged allegiance to the Islamic State group, was killed after a three-hour standoff with police.
The Pulse shooting's death toll was surpassed the following year when 58 people were killed and more than 850 injured among a crowd of 22,000 at a country music festival in Las Vegas.
The city of Orlando purchased the Pulse property last year for $2 million.
Before the Pomas and another businessperson sold the property, Barbara Poma was the executive director of the onePulse Foundation, the nonprofit that had been leading efforts to build a memorial and museum. The original project, unveiled in 2019 by the onePulse Foundation, called for a museum and permanent memorial costing $45 million. That estimate eventually soared to $100 million.
Barbara Poma stepped down as executive director in 2022 and left the organization entirely last year amid conflict-of-interest criticism over her stated desire to sell the Pulse property instead of donating it.
The city has since outlined more modest plans for a memorial. The original idea for a museum has been scrapped, and city leaders formed an advisory board to help determine what the memorial will look like.
___
Follow Mike Schneider on the social platform X: @MikeSchneiderAP
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What a new indictment means for Donald Trump's federal 2020 election interference case
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                    FILE - Special counsel Jack Smith speaks to the media about an indictment of former President Donald Trump, Aug. 1, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Special counsel Jack Smith is pressing forward with his 2020 election interference case against Donald Trump, with a new indictment that aims to salvage the prosecution after the Supreme Court slammed the door on the possibility of a trial before the November election. 
The new indictment, filed Tuesday in Washington, includes the same criminal charges, but narrows the allegations in an attempt to comply with the Supreme Court's ruling that former presidents have broad immunity from prosecution. 
Here's what to know about the case and what happens next: 
_____
Why file a new indictment?
In its ruling last month, the Supreme Court's conservative majority said former presidents are absolutely immune from prosecution for official acts that fall within their "exclusive sphere of constitutional authority." 
Furthermore, former presidents are at least presumptively immune for other official actions, the Supreme Court said, but prosecutors can try to make the case that those allegations remain part of the indictment. But former presidents do not enjoy immunity for unofficial, or private, actions, the justices said.

    


As a result, the Supreme Court said Trump is immune from prosecution for conduct involving his interactions with the Justice Department, effectively stripping those allegations from the indictment. The justices sent the case back to U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan to analyze what other allegations could potentially proceed to trial. 




In rewriting the indictment now, Smith's team aims to make that job easier for Chutkan by removing references to allegations it believes could be considered official acts for which Trump could be entitled to immunity. 
What's different? 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new indictment does away with any reference to Trump's interactions with Justice Department officials, whom prosecutors alleged he tried to enlist in his failed effort to undo his election loss. Prosecutors alleged Trump tried to use the Justice Department to conduct sham election fraud investigations and send a letter to states falsely claiming that significant fraud had been detected.

    


The new indictment also deletes details about Trump's communications with certain other federal government officials, like the Director of National Intelligence and senior White House attorneys, who prosecutors say told Trump that his election fraud claims were false. 
It also adds language designed to back up prosecutors' contentions that the actions that form the basis of his case were taken by Trump in his personal capacity as a candidate rather than his professional capacity as president. 
For example, the new indictment says Trump "had no official responsibilities" related to Congress' certification of the 2020 election, "but he did have a personal interest as a candidate in being named the winner of the election." 
The first page of the old indictment refers to Trump as the 45th U.S. president. The new indictment says only that Trump "was a candidate for President of the United States in 2020."
It also deletes references to certain Trump statements made from the White House, like the video Twitter message he had taped from the Rose Garden in which he asked his supporters at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, to go home but reassured them, "We love you, you're very special." But comments Trump made during his speech near the White House before the riot remain in the indictment. That was a "campaign speech at a privately-funded, privately organized political rally," the indictment says. 

    


Smith's team noted that a new grand jury that had not previously heard evidence in the case brought the indictment. That move was likely designed to prevent Trump's lawyers from arguing that the entire case was tainted because the grand jury that brought the original indictment heard evidence the Supreme Court now says must stay out.
What stayed the same?
Trump remains charged with four counts: obstruction of an official proceeding, conspiracy to obstruct an official proceeding, conspiracy to defraud the U.S. and conspiracy against the right to vote. While the Supreme Court ruled in a different case in June that the Justice Department applied the obstruction charge too broadly against Trump supporters who stormed the Capitol, prosecutors kept that charge against Trump, suggesting they believe it will survive review in his case.

    


The indictment maintains a slew of allegations against Trump, including that he pressured state officials to subvert the results of the election and participated in a scheme orchestrated by allies to enlist slates of fraudulent electors in battleground states who would falsely attest that Trump had won in those states. Trump "had no official responsibilities related to the convening of legitimate electors or their signing and mailing of their certificates of vote," the new indictment says. 
It also retains allegations that Trump sought to pressure Vice President Mike Pence to reject legitimate electoral votes and that Trump and his allies exploited the chaos at the Capitol on Jan. 6 in an attempt to further delay the certification of President Joe Biden's victory. 

    


What's Trump saying?
Trump acted with predictable fury, railing against the new indictment on his Truth Social platform as an act of "desperation" that has "all the problems of the old Indictment and should be dismissed IMMEDIATELY!"
He also asserted that Smith had revised the original indictment to "circumvent" the Supreme Court ruling, but the exact opposite is true: in paring down the case and the allegations, the special counsel's office was clearly trying to comply with, rather than get around, the spirit of the opinion.
Trump also claimed that by bringing the new indictment, the Justice Department violated an internal "policy" against any investigative action that could affect a campaign within 60 days of an election.
But the reality is more complicated, and the policy he cited about the indictment is actually more an informal and unwritten practice than a hard-and-fast rule.
It is true that longstanding Justice Department guidance cautions against taking overt investigative action in the run-up to an election. Memos from attorneys general issued over the years say prosecutors should never pursue criminal charges or visible steps -- such as executing a search warrant -- for the purpose of affecting an election.
The goal is to avoid raising fresh allegations against a candidate that the candidate might not have sufficient time to respond to, or that voters might not have enough time to absorb before casting ballots. But that guidance wouldn't seem to be relevant here, in part because the revised indictment doesn't include any new claims against Trump for voters to consider -- to the contrary, it actually subtracts allegations against him.
What about the trial and what's next?
The case is now back in Judge Chutkan's hands, but it doesn't mean a trial is going to happen anytime soon. There will likely be months of legal wrangling over which allegations involve official conduct that should be struck from the indictment. 
On Friday, Smith's team and Trump's lawyers are due to propose a schedule for future proceedings in light of the Supreme Court's ruling. And the two sides are scheduled to be back in Chutkan's courtroom next week for the first time in months to discuss the path forward.
Trump's lawyers could mount new efforts to dismiss the case. His legal team has sought at every turn to delay the criminal cases against him and may ask for more time to determine the impact of the Supreme Court's ruling.
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Telegram founder Pavel Durov's various citizenships add to the mystery of his detention
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                    FILE - Telegram co-founder Pavel Durov appears at an event on Aug. 1, 2017 in Jakarta, Indonesia. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, File)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Over more than a decade, the founder and CEO of the messaging app Telegram has amassed various different citizenships, something that's only added to the mystery surrounding his detention in France. 
Those passports provided Pavel Durov protection after he created and ran Telegram as a self-proclaimed free-speech absolutist. The app has been used by some to plan protests in repressive governments like in Iran and his native Russia. However, Western governments allege Telegram aided the work of drug traffickers, money launderers, militant groups and child pornographers. 
"To be truly free, you should be ready to risk everything for freedom," Durov once wrote on Instagram, interspersed between images of himself shirtless with the skyscrapers of Dubai or the ruins of Mada'in Saleh in Saudi Arabia behind him. 

    


That risk now appears to have caught up with him, despite passports from Russia, France, the United Arab Emirates, and Saint Kitts and Nevis, and his wealth, estimated by Forbes to be $15.5 billion. 
Durov was detained on Saturday at Le Bourget airport outside Paris as part of a sweeping judicial inquiry opened last month, and released earlier Wednesday after four days of questioning. Investigative judges filed the preliminary charges Wednesday night and ordered him to pay 5 million euros bail and to report to a police station twice a week.




Allegations against Durov include that his platform is being used for child sexual abuse material and drug trafficking, and that Telegram refused to share information or documents with investigators when required by law.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Durov, 39, apparently began seeking other citizenships more than a decade ago. The impetus came, according to him, from a dispute over control of VKontakte, "In Contact," known as VK, a social media website that at the time outpaced Facebook in Russia. 

    


Russian security services had moved to block pages connected to a Ukrainian protest movement that helped oust the country's Kremlin-friendly president, Viktor Yanukovych, from power. Durov posted online what appeared to be documents from Federal Security Service, or FSB, demanding personal data on groups linked to the protests.
After resigning on April Fool's Day, first apparently in jest, Durov left VK for good. He reportedly obtained a residency visa to Dubai, the business hub of the United Arab Emirates. He also received a Saint Kitts and Nevis passport, reportedly by contributing $250,000 to the Caribbean nation's sugar industry. 
Saint Kitts and Nevis remains popular as a tax haven for the wealthy and for those with passports requiring onerous visas to travel to other countries.
Durov said in a VK post in 2017 that he received a Saint Kitts and Nevis passport in the spring of 2013 and called it "a convenient thing, as it allows to travel to the EU and Britain without visas."
He added that he had never actually been to the Caribbean island nation -- nor did he have any plans to travel there -- and that "one can get the passport without leaving Europe."

    


By 2017, Durov was living full-time in Dubai, with his Telegram office working from Dubai Media City. 
"I love it here," he told Bloomberg at the time. "It's developing so fast, like a start-up." The news organization put his wealth at the time at $300 million and 2,000 bitcoins -- a cryptocurrency that saw its value skyrocket in the time since. 
Sometime in this period, the United Arab Emirates granted Durov citizenship -- a rarity in a country where 90% of its population are foreigners with no path to citizenship. 
The UAE has not explained why it granted Durov citizenship, though its state-run WAM news agency on Tuesday publicly acknowledged his citizenship and asked France to provide him "with all the necessary consular services in an urgent matter." Under Emirati law, investors, doctors, specialists and intellectuals can be put on the path to citizenship, if approved by one of the country's seven rulers, a crown prince or the federal government in his autocratic nation. 

    


Durov had been photographed in a meeting with Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed Al Maktoum, the crown prince of Dubai, in 2021. A WAM report at the time described Telegram as being "globally headquartered in Dubai" and worth more than $20 billion.
The UAE, Dubai in particular, has been trying to woo internet and e-commerce firms for years. Durov joined an advisory council to its ruler, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, as well. Abu Dhabi's sovereign wealth fund Mubadala the same year invested $75 million into Telegram, as did another Abu Dhabi firm.
His French citizenship remains more murky. 
Durov officially became French citizen in 2021, and his name was published in the naturalization section of France's Official Gazette on August 25 of that year. In May 2022 he officially changed the transliteration of his name in French to Paul du Rove, according to a government decree.

    


Details of Durov's French naturalization process -- a long and cumbersome bureaucratic ordeal for most -- are sealed from public scrutiny because of French privacy practices.
Durov did not appear to meet standard requirements of legally living in the country for two to five years or having family members who were French, but may have qualified for a rare citizenship route for specially "merited foreigners." According to the French government, this applies to French-speaking foreigners who "contribute through their merited action to the global influence of France and the prosperity of its international economic relations."
Durov and French President Emmanuel Macron met in 2018, and had a discussion like those the French president has regularly with global business leaders about developing their activities in France, according to an official familiar with the meeting.
Durov later sought French citizenship via a request to the French Foreign Ministry, not via Macron directly, the official said.
The official spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to be publicly named speaking about private presidential meetings.
France and the UAE maintain a close military relationship, with French forces operating a naval base in Abu Dhabi and Emirati forces using Leclerc tanks and Rafale fighter jets. Macron also is seen to be close to Emirati leader Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the ruler of Abu Dhabi. The arrest sparked a faked video online late Tuesday, falsely attributed to the Al Jazeera satellite news network, that an arms deal between the countries was at risk.
But like so much with Durov, details remain murky. He had stopped interviewers at times from photographing his offices and other areas, controlling his image to the outside world.
___
Associated Press writers Barbara Surk in Nice, France, and Angela Charlton in Paris contributed to this report. 
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US Open: Naomi Osaka gets her first top-10 win in more than four years by defeating Ostapenko

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Naomi Osaka made a bold fashion statement in her first match at the US Open in two years, embracing the color of this "Brat summer."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A year ago, still on maternity leave and still unsure when she would play elite tennis again, Naomi Osaka visited the U.S. Open to appear with Michael Phelps for a discussion about mental health. While at the site, she sat in the stands to watch one of Coco Gauff's matches. 
Osaka also already was thinking about being back on a court at Flushing Meadows, so much so that she was pondering what she might want to wear to compete. And there she was Tuesday at Louis Armstrong Stadium, overpowering No. 10 seed Jelena Ostapenko 6-3, 6-2 while decked out, from her visor to her dress to the bows on her back and attached to her shoes, in lime green -- the color of this " Brat " summer, as it happens (IYKYK) -- and playing very much like a two-time champion at the place and a former No. 1-ranked star.
"I feel like being able to be a part of (designing) my tennis outfits gives me, I would say, a different strength, especially the U.S. Open outfits. I feel like they are a little bit more flamboyant. When I was putting on my outfit today, I was, like, 'Ah, I hope this isn't too much,'" Osaka said with a smile. "Because I had the tutu, and then I had the bow jacket and it was green. I feel like everyone was staring at me."

    


Another player asked for a photo, Osaka said, adding: "I hope it was a positive picture (and) it wasn't, like, 'Oh, my God, look at her.' For me, when I put on the outfit, it's almost like a super suit, so I try to channel that."




Did that well enough Tuesday to register her first victory against a top-10 opponent in more than four years.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Osaka claimed titles in New York in 2018 and 2020, along with a pair of trophies at the Australian Open in 2019 and 2021, and her matchup against 2017 French Open champion Ostapenko marked the first time two past major champs faced off in the opening round at the U.S. Open since Serena Williams defeated Maria Sharapova five years ago. Another such contest came Tuesday night, when 2020 Australian Open champion Sofia Kenin beat 2021 U.S. Open winner Emma Raducanu 6-1, 3-6, 6-4.

    


"Having two wins here means a lot, and I think for me, I've been struggling with confidence throughout the year," said Osaka, who returned to action at the Australian Open in January, her first Grand Slam appearance in nearly 1 1/2 years because of mental health breaks and time away to have a baby. "This time now forces me to look in the mirror and say, 'Hey, you've done really well here. There's no reason why you can't do well again.'"
How's this for doing well? Osaka did not make a single unforced error in the first set and finished with only five, 16 fewer than Ostapenko.
"I do remember thinking, 'I need to win this match so I can wear my other color.' That was very important to me," said Osaka, who is ranked 88th and received a wild-card invitation from the U.S. Tennis Association. "I guess you'll see my other color next time."
Next time will be Thursday against 2023 French Open runner-up Karolina Muchova, a 6-3, 7-5 winner against Katie Volynets of the U.S.

    


Other women moving into the second round included No. 1 Iga Swiatek, who got past Kamilla Rakhimova 6-4, 7-6 (6) by taking the last five points after needing to erase a trio of set points because she trailed 6-3 in the tiebreaker, and past major champions Elena Rybakina and Caroline Wozniacki. No. 5 Jasmine Paolini, a finalist at the French Open and Wimbledon this year, beat 2019 U.S. Open champion Bianca Andreescu 6-7 (5), 6-2, 6-4, while No. 11 Danielle Collins' Grand Slam singles career ended with a 1-6, 7-5, 6-4 loss to Caroline Dolehide in an all-American matchup. The 30-year-old Collins is retiring after this season.
Another American who recently announced her retirement, Shelby Rogers, lost the final match of her career by a 6-4, 6-3 score to No. 6 Jessica Pegula at night, after four-time major champion Carlos Alcaraz defeated qualifier Li Tu 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, 6-1 in Arthur Ashe Stadium. Pegula meets Kenin next.
Earlier in Ashe, No. 1 Jannik Sinner played his first match since news came out that he was cleared in a doping case involving two failed tests in March, and while he got off to a slow start, the 23-year-old Italian quickly bounced back to eliminate Mackie McDonald 2-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-2. 

    


Other seeded men advancing included No. 5 Daniil Medvedev, No. 7 Hubert Hurkacz and No. 25 Jack Draper, but No. 11 Stefanos Tsitsipas and No. 19 Felix Auger-Aliassime both lost, as did No. 23 Karen Khachanov, who came out on the wrong end of the longest U.S. Open match, by time, since tiebreakers were instituted in 1970.
Dan Evans snuck past Khachanov 6-7 (6), 7-6 (2), 7-6 (4), 4-6, 6-4 across 5 hours, 35 minutes. The final set, in which Evans trailed 4-0, took 61 minutes itself -- and was the shortest set they played. 
"When you're a kid, you're just told to fight until the end. I mean, that's sort of Rule 1. I've done that pretty consistently for my career," Evans said. "It sort of paid off a bit today."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Israel-Hamas war latest: 10 Hamas militants killed in Israeli operation in West Bank

    Israel-Hamas war latest: 10 Hamas militants killed in Israeli operation in West Bank

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 9 | 
            Members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle check an ambulance during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Israeli armoured vehicles move on a street during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A Palestinian paramedic shows his bullet proof vest to the members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A man waves to members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle, as he stands next to his car with a woman holding a baby during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A youth rides his bicycle past an Israeli armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Israeli armoured vehicles move on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            In this photo released by Soroka Medical Center on Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza lies on a bed of the Soroka Medical Center in Beersheba, Israel. (Soroka Medical Center via AP)
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            FILE - In this photo released by Israeli Defense Forces on Aug. 27, 2024, Qaid Farhan Alkadi, right, and the commanding officer of the 162nd Division, Brig. Gen. Itzik Cohen, talk after a rescue operation to free Alkadi. (Israeli Defense Forces via AP, File)
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            FILE - Freed hostage Fernando Simon Marman, right, hugs a relative after being rescued from captivity in the Gaza Strip, at the Sheba Medical Center in Ramat Gan, Israel, Feb. 12, 2024. (Israeli Army via AP, File)
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            Members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle check an ambulance during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Israeli armoured vehicles move on a street during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A Palestinian paramedic shows his bullet proof vest to the members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A man waves to members of the Israeli forces inside an armoured vehicle, as he stands next to his car with a woman holding a baby during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A youth rides his bicycle past an Israeli armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 9

                                    
                                    A youth rides his bicycle past an Israeli armoured vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Jenin, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 9 | 
            Israeli armoured vehicles move on a street during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            In this photo released by Soroka Medical Center on Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, who was held hostage by Hamas militants in Gaza lies on a bed of the Soroka Medical Center in Beersheba, Israel. (Soroka Medical Center via AP)
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            FILE - In this photo released by Israeli Defense Forces on Aug. 27, 2024, Qaid Farhan Alkadi, right, and the commanding officer of the 162nd Division, Brig. Gen. Itzik Cohen, talk after a rescue operation to free Alkadi. (Israeli Defense Forces via AP, File)
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            FILE - Freed hostage Fernando Simon Marman, right, hugs a relative after being rescued from captivity in the Gaza Strip, at the Sheba Medical Center in Ramat Gan, Israel, Feb. 12, 2024. (Israeli Army via AP, File)
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                                        Ten Hamas fighters were killed during a large-scale Israeli military operation in the occupied West Bank, the militant group said Wednesday, with troops sealing off the city of Jenin -- long a militant stronghold.
Israeli forces also conducted operations, including airstrikes, in Tulkarem and the Al-Faraa refugee camp. All of the locations are in the northern West Bank. Hamas said that 10 of its fighters had been killed in the West Bank.
At least 652 Palestinians in the West Bank have been killed by Israeli fire since the war in Gaza began nearly 11 months ago, Palestinian health officials say. Most of the fatalities come during raids that Israel says target militants.
The reports of the latest operation came a day after the Israeli military rescued a hostage who was among scores of people abducted in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack. Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, was rescued "in a complex operation in the southern Gaza Strip," the military said Tuesday. Alkadi left a hospital and returned home on Wednesday.

    


___
Here's the latest:
UN food agency 'pauses' movement in Gaza after its vehicle is hit by bullets
UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. food agency says it is "pausing" the movement of all staff in Gaza until further notice after one of its clearly marked vehicles was hit by at least 10 bullets as it was moving toward an Israeli military checkpoint at the Wadi Gaza bridge in the center of the territory.




The World Food Program announcement Wednesday afternoon said the vehicle was struck Tuesday evening despite receiving multiple clearances by Israeli authorities to approach. "None of the employees onboard were physically harmed," WFP said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The agency said two armored WFP vehicles were returning from the Kerem Shalom crossing after escorting a convoy of trucks carrying humanitarian cargo routed to Gaza's central area.
"Though this is not the first security incident to occur during the war it is the first time that a WFP vehicle has been directly shot at near a checkpoint, despite securing the necessary clearances, as per standard protocol," the Rome-based agency said.

    


It called the incident "a stark reminder of the rapidly and ever shrinking humanitarian space in the Gaza Strip, where increasing violence compromises our ability to deliver life-saving assistance."
WFP said this critical situation is exacerbated "by restricted access and heightened risks" which has led to a decrease in the amount of food reading Palestinians in desperate need. 
U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said the vehicle was struck by Israeli military gunfire, "including with bullets targeting front windows." He said the incident shows the need for more U.N. armored vehicles, saying the two people inside the WFP vehicle were saved because it was armored.
Israeli authorities recover body of a soldier abducted and killed by Hamas
JERUSALEM -- Israeli authorities said Wednesday that they have recovered the body of a soldier who was abducted and killed by Hamas on Oct. 7 and who had since been held in the Gaza Strip.
Israeli's military and the Shin Beit internal security agency rescued the remains of the fallen soldier in a joint operation overnight and returned them to Israel, according to a statement.

    


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu mourned the man's death, saying he had fallen "in a heroic battle" on Oct. 7 while defending Israeli communities near Gaza.
"The heart of the entire nation mourns the terrible loss," Netanyahu said.
The soldier was not identified at the family's request.
The war in Gaza erupted when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel and rampaged through army bases and farming communities, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250. The militants are still holding 107 hostages, about a third of whom are believed to be dead, after most of the rest were released during a November cease-fire.
Israeli military investigation into deadly rampage by Israeli settlers says army didn't respond decisively enough 
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military on Wednesday published its findings from an investigation into a deadly rampage by Israeli settlers in the West Bank earlier this month, concluding that the army did not respond decisively enough, but did not announce any punishments.
The Aug. 15 settler riot in the village of Jit, near the city of Nablus in the northern West Bank, killed one Palestinian and badly injured others. It triggered a rare denunciation by government leaders of the settler violence growing more common since the start of the Israel-Hamas war.

    


Residents said at least a hundred masked settlers entered the village, shot live ammunition at Palestinians, burned homes and cars and damaged water tankers. Video showed flames engulfing the small village, which residents said was left to defend itself without military help for two hours.
The investigation found that the first troops deployed to the scene did not assess the situation adequately, hurting the response at first. 
"They attempted to disperse the rioters and prevent harm to Palestinians, but they needed to act more decisively. After a few minutes, additional reserve troops and Israel Border Police forces arrived and began to contain the rioters," it said.

    


It noted that they acted to usher Palestinian families to safety.
UN rights office says Israel's West Bank operation worsening situation in Palestinian areas
GENEVA -- The U.N. human rights office says Israel's security operation in the West Bank risks "seriously deepening the already catastrophic situation" in Palestinian areas.
The use of airstrikes and other military weapons "violates human rights norms," U.N. Office for the High Commissioner of Human Rights spokeswoman Ravina Shamdasani said. 
She called on the Israeli government to abide by its obligations under international law "as the occupying power" in the West Bank.
At least 652 Palestinians in the West Bank have been killed by Israeli fire since the war in Gaza began on Oct. 7, according to Palestinian health authorities. Most have died during raids, which often trigger gunbattles with militants.
Shamdasani said that Israeli forces employ a "disproportionate use of force" in some cases.
"Many children have been killed while throwing stones at highly protected" Israeli forces "as have other Palestinians posing no imminent threat to life or serious injury," she said. "Such unnecessary or disproportionate use of force and the increase in apparent targeted and other summary killings are alarming."
US hits West Bank Jewish settler group and security chief with sanctions
WASHINGTON -- The Biden administration is imposing sanctions on a West Bank Jewish settler group and the security chief of another group in the latest push to target Israeli organizations and people responsible for violence against Palestinian civilians.
The U.S. State Department announced Wednesday that it had imposed sanctions on Hashomer Yosh, an Israeli nongovernmental organization that supports a previously designated settler outpost known as Meitarim Farm and several of its leaders. The department also imposed sanctions on Yitzhak Levi Filant, the security coordinator for Yitzhar settlement.
"Extremist settler violence in the West Bank causes intense human suffering, harms Israel's security, and undermines the prospect for peace and stability in the region," department spokesman Matthew Miller said in a statement.
"It is critical that the government of Israel hold accountable any individuals and entities responsible for violence against civilians in the West Bank," he said.
The department said that Hashomer Yosh volunteers erected fences around the Palestinian village of Khirbet Zanuta to prevent its residents from returning, after they were forced to leave in January, and also sought to guard outposts of settlers who had been previously targeted by U.S. sanctions.
It said Filant had led a group of armed settlers to set up roadblocks and conduct patrols to pursue and attack Palestinians in February.
The sanctions freeze any assets that the targets may have in U.S. jurisdictions, and generally bar Americans from doing business with them.
Israeli hostage rescued from Gaza leaves hospital and returns home
KARKUR, Israel -- An Israeli hostage rescued from Gaza has been discharged from a hospital and returned to his home in an unincorporated Bedouin Arab village in southern Israel.
Qaid Farhan Alkadi arrived in the tiny village of Karkur to great fanfare, as members of his Bedouin community clustered around him and journalists jostled for pictures.
Surrounded by reporters, he called on the Israeli government to reach a deal to bring home all of the remaining hostages held by Hamas.
"It does not matter if they are Arab or Jewish, all have a family waiting for them. They also want to feel the joy," he said.
"I hope, I pray for an end to this," he added, saying he had delivered the same message in a phone call with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. "I told Bibi Netanyahu yesterday, 'work to have an end to this.'"
Alkadi, 52, was rescued Tuesday as Israeli soldiers combed a tunnel network in southern Gaza in search of hostages, Israel's military said.
His friend, Mazen Abu Siam, said he spent a few minutes with Alkadi and said he was very thin.
"He told us he was kept 50 meters (165 feet) underground and he wasn't allowed to do anything, but they did allow him to pray," Abu Siam said at the hospital, shortly before his release.
Israeli negotiators were traveling to Qatar on Wednesday for more cease-fire talks.
Israel says 108 hostages remain in captivity in Gaza. It believes roughly one third of them have died.
Israeli airstrike hits tents housing displaced people, killing at least 8
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian health officials say an Israeli airstrike hit a cluster of tents housing displaced people, killing at least eight people.
The strike occurred Wednesday near the central town of Deir al-Balah, according to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, where the bodies were taken. Another 10 people were wounded.
An Associated Press reporter at the hospital saw the casualties arrive.
The dead included two brothers, 6 and 17 years old. Their mother could be seen crying as the teenager's body was taken to the morgue, saying, "He's alive!" Later, she could be seen cradling her two sons.
Israel says it only targets militants and tries to avoid harming civilians, but Palestinians say nowhere is safe more than 10 months into the Israel-Hamas war.
Around 90% of Gaza's 2.3 million people have been displaced from their homes, often multiple times. Hundreds of thousands are crowded into a narrow area of squalid tent camps along the coast. Israeli evacuation orders cover nearly 90% of the besieged territory, according to U.N. agencies.
Gaza's Health Ministry says at least 40,534 Palestinians have been killed since the start of the war, which was ignited by Hamas' Oct. 7 attack. The ministry does not differentiate between civilians and combatants in its count.
Israeli strike kills 4 in Syria near Lebanon border, Syrian media say
Beirut -- Four people were killed in an Israeli strike that hit a car in Syria near the border with Lebanon, Syrian media and an official with a Lebanese group said.
The Lebanese official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to comment publicly, said the strike killed one member of the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah and three members of the allied Palestinian Islamic Jihad group.
There was no immediate comment from Israeli or Syrian officials on the strike.
The Islamic Jihad has sent a stream of fighters from Syria to join Hezbollah militants in Lebanon who have been clashing with Israeli forces along the border since Oct. 8, a day after the Hamas-led incursion into southern Israel sparked the ongoing war in Gaza.
Israel also frequently targets Iran-backed militants in Syria, although it rarely acknowledges the strikes.
-- Associated Press reporter Bassem Mroue contributed to this report
Israeli strikes on Gaza kill at least 16 people, including 3 children, Palestinian officials say
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian officials say Israeli strikes on the Gaza Strip have killed at least 16 people, including five women and three children.
Most were killed in strikes overnight and into Wednesday on the southern city of Khan Younis, which has come under heavy bombardment over the past two months. Their bodies were taken to the city's Nasser Hospital, where an Associated Press journalist confirmed the toll.
The dead include a brother and sister and their relative, who were killed in a strike on their home east of Khan Younis, the hospital said.
Another strike hit a house south of Khan Younis, killing at least five people, including two women, according to the hospital.
First responders resumed search-and-rescue efforts in a house that was flattened by an Israeli strike southeast of Khan Younis late Tuesday. They have recovered six bodies, including three children, a woman and two men, according to the hospital.
In central Gaza, an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday hit an apartment, killing Mohamed Abdrabu and his sister, Sumaia, both local journalists, said the al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital. An Associated Press journalist saw the bodies.
The Israeli military says it tries to avoid harming civilians and blames their deaths on Hamas, which positions fighters, tunnels and rocket launchers in residential areas. The army rarely comments on individual strikes, which often kill women and children.
Council set to vote on extending UN peacekeeping mission in Lebanon
UNITED NATIONS -- The Security Council is scheduled to vote Wednesday on a resolution that would extend the U.N peacekeeping force in southern Lebanon for a year and demand a halt to the escalating exchanges between Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces.
Israel and Hezbollah pulled back after an exchange of heavy fire across the U.N.-drawn boundary between Israel and Lebanon known as the Blue Line over the weekend, but their decades-old conflict is far from over and regional tensions linked to the war in Gaza are still high.
The French-drafted resolution demands full implementation of a 2006 resolution demanding a cessation of hostilities between the two sides and underlines "that further escalation carries the high risk of leading to a widespread conflict."
The draft, scheduled for a vote Wednesday morning, would extend the mandate of the U.N. peacekeeping force known as UNIFIL until Aug. 31, 2025.
UNIFIL was created to oversee the withdrawal of Israeli troops from southern Lebanon after a 1978 invasion.
The Security Council expanded the mission after a 2006 war between Israel and Iranian-backed Hezbollah militants so that peacekeepers could deploy along the Lebanon-Israel border to help Lebanese troops extend their authority into their country's south for the first time in decades. That resolution also called for a full cessation of Israeli-Hezbollah hostilities, which has not happened.
The resolution to be voted on Wednesday strongly urges the "relevant actors" to implement "immediate measures towards de-escalation, including with a view to restoring calm, restraint and stability across the Blue Line."
Houthi rebels blocking efforts to help Greek-flagged tanker that's ablaze in the Red Sea
WASHINGTON -- Efforts to reach and assist the Greek-flagged tanker that remains ablaze in the Red Sea have been blocked by Yemen's Houthi rebels, the Pentagon said Tuesday.
Air Force Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder told reporters that the U.S. is "aware of a third party that attempted to send two tugs to the vessel to help salvage, but they were warned away by the Houthis and threatened with being attacked."
He did not identify the "third party," but said the Houthis' actions demonstrate "their blatant disregard for not only human life, but also for the potential environmental catastrophe that this presents."
A French destroyed previously rescued the crew and security personnel from the tanker.
He said U.S. Central Command has been monitoring the situation to determine how best to assist the Sounion, which is loaded with 150,000 tons (136,000 metric tons) of Iraqi crude oil, and mitigate any environmental impact.
Right now, however, there are no U.S. Navy ships in the Red Sea or nearby in the Gulf of Aden.
Biden's top Mideast adviser meets with Qatari leaders
DOHA, Qatar -- President Joe Biden's top Middle East adviser on Tuesday held talks in Doha with senior Qatari leaders on the ongoing efforts to complete a cease-fire and hostage deal between Israel and Hamas, according to a U.S. official.
White House senior adviser Brett McGurk's meeting with Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani and Foreign Affairs Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani comes after the prime minister traveled to Tehran to speak with Iran's President Masoud Pezeshkian on Monday.
The talks also come as ongoing cease-fire talks to pause the war between Israel and Hamas are set to shift to Doha after several days of intense negotiations in Cairo.
The official, who was not authorized to discuss the sensitive talks and spoke on the condition of anonymity, confirmed that McGurk met with the Qatari officials and discussed the negotiations and the prime minister's recent meeting with Iran's president.
Tensions have been escalating between Israel and Iran, and with militant groups -- Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthis -- that are backed by Tehran. Iran has vowed to retaliate against Israel for last month's assassination of Hamas political leader Ismail Haniyeh in Iran.
___
Associated Press reporter Aamer Madhani contributed to this report.
Site of negotiations to move from Egypt to Qatar, US official says
WASHINGTON -- Ongoing talks aimed at bringing about a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas in the 10-month Israel-Hamas war in Gaza are shifting to the Qatari capital of Doha after several days of intense negotiations in Cairo, according to a U.S. official.
A round of high-level talks in Cairo meant to bring about a cease-fire and hostage deal to at least create a temporary pause in the war ended Sunday without a final agreement. Those talks included CIA director William Burns and David Barnea, the head of Israel's Mossad intelligence agency. A Hamas delegation was briefed by Egyptian and Qatari mediators but have not directly taken part in negotiations.
But lower-level working teams had remained in Cairo as media as mediators from the United States, Qatar, and Egypt in hopes to address remaining disagreements.
The official, who was not authorized to comment publicly, said White House Middle East adviser Brett McGurk, who has been a key U.S. negotiator, has arrived in Doha and is expected to take part in the talks.
The official did not offer explanation for why the parties have decided to move the talks. Both Cairo and Doha have served as hosts for talks aimed at ending the war throughout the conflict.
The Israeli Prime Minister's office confirmed that an Israeli delegation will head to Doha on Wednesday. They did not release further details about who will be traveling or what is on the agenda.
___
Associated Press reporter Aamer Madhani contributed to this report.
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            FILE - Shoppers walk in the lot of a Lowe's home improvement store in Philadelphia, Wednesday, Nov. 17, 2021. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Marvin Ellison, Lowe's CEO, is interviewed by the Associated Press on Dec. 1, 2021 in Mooresville, N.C. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Home improvement chain Lowe's is scaling back its diversity, equity and inclusion policies, joining the ranks of several other companies that altered their programs since the U.S. Supreme Court outlawed affirmative action in college admissions or after facing a conservative backlash online.
In an internal memo shared by Lowe's with The Associated Press, its executive leadership said the retailer began "reviewing" its programs following the court's July 2023 ruling and the company recently decided to combine its resource groups, which were for "individual groups representing diverse sections of our associate population," into one umbrella organization. 
The retailer also will no longer participate in an annual survey by the Human Rights Campaign that measures workplace inclusion for LGBTQ+ employees, and will also stop sponsoring and participating in events, such as festivals and parades, that are outside of its business areas. 

    


The changes were made to ensure Lowe's policies are "lawful" and aligned with its commitment to "include everyone," the memo states. 
"We may make additional changes over time," the company's leadership team said in the memo. "What will not change, though, is our commitment to our people."




Robby Starbuck, a conservative political commentator who has gone after companies like Tractor Supply and John Deere, took credit for the changes Monday in a post on X, saying he had approached a Lowe's executive online last week and detailed his plans to "expose" the company over its hiring policies and other topics, such as LGBTQ+ employee resource groups and funding for Pride events. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

However, Lowe's spokesperson Steve Salazar pushed back on that claim in an email Tuesday, noting that Starbuck's outreach came after the company "already announced changes that had long been in process" internally. The company memo did not specify when exactly these changes were implemented but noted that they were discussed at an August 21 meeting.

    


Over the last week, Lowe's has knocked down a different claim spreading on social media, in which a digitally-altered image quoted Lowe's CEO Marvin Ellison as saying that conservatives who didn't like the company's values should instead shop at rival Home Depot.
"Lowe's CEO did not make this comment," the company wrote on X in response to several users who shared the image. "Everyone is welcome at Lowe's."
For his part, Ellison has diversified the company's ranks, adding more women and ethnically diverse leaders since taking the helm in 2018. Ellison, who is Black and grew up in segregated rural Tennessee, has also been outspoken about racism since the police killing of George Floyd, which sparked major protests for racial justice in 2020. 
Criticism of such DEI policies has extended well beyond Lowe's to companies across all industries. They include boycott calls on social media as well as legal attacks following the Supreme Court's affirmative action ruling, which many anti-DEI activists want to use to set a similar precedent in the working world. 

    


Starbuck, who has a sizable following on X, has used the platform as a mega phone to target DEI policies at Tractor Supply, farm equipment maker John Deere, motorcycle manufacturer Harley-Davidson and whiskey maker Jack Daniels. During an interview with The AP last month, the 35-year-old Cuban American said he has a list of companies he is thinking of posting content about, but was starting with ones that have traditionally conservative customer bases.
Following an online pressure campaign earlier this summer, Tractor Supply and John Deere ended some diversity measures. Last week, Harley-Davidson backtracked on its DEI policies, though the company noted in its announcement that it has not "operated a DEI function since April 2024." 
Meanwhile, a spokesperson for Jack Daniels' parent company Brown-Forman said last week that it had "adjusted" its diversity and inclusion strategy to "ensure it continues to drive our business results while appropriately recognizing the current environment in which we find ourselves." Starbuck suggested on X that the company had reacted preemptively after his team looked at employee profiles on LinkedIn. 

    


Though the changes are welcomed by conservative activists, DEI advocates say that, by conceding to Starbuck and other right-wing figures, corporations are essentially giving in to hate.
"Racial justice and LGBTQ inclusion are being, for lack of a better word, sort of scapegoated by a small, organized effort that's really seeking to dictate how companies conduct their business," said Jen Stark, co-director of the Center for Business and Social Justice at BSR, a consulting network of more than 300 companies.
Stark said it's a challenging environment for companies today, but stressed that a majority are keeping diversity and inclusion programs in place because they make good business sense. However, following last year's Supreme Court decision, she noted that businesses need to ensure their DEI programs are "on firm ground" -- and avoid overcorrection when and if backlash arrives, which she noted can cause more harm. 

    


"This isn't just a step backward for workplaces," she said. "It's really a retreat from how we normalize practices that remove barriers and impediments for everyone."
On Tuesday, the Human Rights Campaign, which Lowe's is no longer partnering with under its new policy, blasted such retreats from DEI and pointed to potential impacts on companies' bottom line by turning off LGBTQ+ and other consumers.
Orlando Gonzales, HRC's senior vice president of programs, research and training, called the changes "shortsighted decisions contrary to safe and inclusive workplaces" that would create a "snowball effect of negative long-term consequences." Gonzales also took particular aim at Starbuck -- arguing companies "should not cower to a random guy with zero business experience" and that the activist was removed from Tennessee Republican party because he is "so extreme."
Starbuck, who did not immediately respond to a request for comment Tuesday, said last month that his list included companies perceived as mainstream or middle of the road politically, including Microsoft. For a company such as coffee chain Starbucks, on the other hand, it would be "hard to force boycott pressure on them," he said.
Stark noted the outcome of the U.S. election "will also turn the thermostat, up or down" on the DEI conversation. A second term for former President Donald Trump would likely increase pressure against DEI policies -- with many of Trump's supporters already signaling ways they'd like to see such practices dismantled -- whereas his challenger Kamala Harris could have the opposite effect.
Some companies are bracing for the prospects of potential changes in terms of their federal contracts, for example, which have historically been a powerful way to promote equity in workplaces. And others may be looking to change language or find new workarounds to existing programs.
"We could see potentially a resurgence of DEI related efforts or retrenchment," she said. "I think a through line will be that companies will continue again to do this work in practice or in name -- (but) the degree to which they show up publicly will be dependent on the landscape."
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Donating a kidney is even safer now than long thought, US study shows
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                    FILE - Surgeons work on a kidney during a transplant surgical procedure in Washington on June 28, 2016. (AP Photo/Molly Riley, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- People who volunteer to donate a kidney face an even lower risk of death from the operation than doctors have long thought, researchers reported Wednesday.
The study tracked 30 years of living kidney donation and found that by 2022, fewer than 1 of every 10,000 donors died within three months of the surgery. Transplant centers have been using older data - citing a risk of 3 deaths per 10,000 living donors - in counseling donors about potentially deadly surgical complications.
"The last decade has become a lot more safe in the operating room for living donors," said Dr. Dorry Segev, a transplant surgeon at NYU Langone Health. He co-authored the study published in the journal JAMA.
Newer surgical techniques are the key reason, said Segev, calling for guideline updates to reflect those safety improvements - and maybe increase interest in living donation.

    


He often finds transplant recipients more worried about potential risks to their donors than the would-be donors themselves.
"For them, this is even more reassuring to allow their friends or family to donate on their behalf," Segev said.
Thousands of people die each year waiting for an organ transplant. It's possible for living donors to give a one of their two kidneys or part of a liver, the only organ that regenerates.




With nearly 90,000 people on the U.S. list for a kidney transplant, finding a living donor not only shortens the yearslong wait -- those organs also tend to survive longer than ones from deceased donors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Yet last year, just 6,290 of the nation's more than 27,000 kidney transplants came from living donors, the most since before the pandemic. Safety isn't the only barrier to living donation. So is awareness, as many patients are reluctant to ask. And while the recipient's insurance covers medical bills, some donors face expenses such as travel or lost wages as they recover.

    


The NYU team analyzed U.S. records of more than 164,000 living kidney donations from 1993 through 2022 and found 36 post-surgical deaths. Most at risk were male donors and those with a history of high blood pressure.
Only five of those deaths occurred since 2013. That period coincided with U.S. transplant centers switching to minimally invasive kidney removal as well as adopting a better way to stop renal artery bleeding, Segev said.
"Over time, it's a safe operation that's become even safer," important for would-be donors to know, said Dr. Amit Tevar of the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, who wasn't involved in the study.
But there are long-term risks to consider, too, he stressed -- including whether a donor's remaining kidney is expected to last the rest of their life.
The risk of a donor later experiencing kidney failure also is small and depends on such factors as obesity, high blood pressure, smoking and family history of kidney disease. Risk calculators help doctors determine a potential donor's likelihood of later-in-life trouble, and transplant centers may have slightly different eligibility criteria.

    


"There's no such thing as a moderate- or high-risk donor -- either you're perfect or you're not," is how Tevar puts the decision to accept or turn away a potential donor.
Doctors once thought young adults were the ideal living donor. But Segev said there's a shift toward more older living donors because it's easier to correctly predict that they won't outlive their remaining kidney.
If a living donor later experiences kidney failure, they get priority for a transplant, he noted.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            This combination of 2021-2023 photos shows U.S. Reps. Shontel Brown, D-Ohio, left; Ayanna Pressley, D-Mass., and Nydia Velazquez, D-N.Y. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, Charles Krupa, Susan Walsh)
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            FILE - Kayleigh Butler, a hair stylist, stands for a portrait at her studio in Atlanta on Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Kenya Hunter, File)
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            FILE - Kayleigh Butler, a hair stylist, stands for a portrait at her studio in Atlanta on Tuesday, Oct. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Kenya Hunter, File)
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                                        Two U.S. House members who first pushed the Food and Drug Administration in 2023 to investigate the health risks of hair straighteners used primarily by Black women are now asking the agency why it has twice delayed its target date to propose a ban on products containing formaldehyde, which studies link to increased rates of cancer. 
Democratic Reps. Ayanna Pressley of Massachusetts and Shontel Brown of Ohio pressed the FDA in a letter to finalize the proposed rule for banning certain salon-grade and at-home hair straighteners. Rep. Nydia Velazquez of New York joined Pressley and Brown in spearheading the letter, which was dated Tuesday. 
The FDA gave notice of a possible rule in 2023 with an initial target date to release the proposal in April. That was then moved to July before jumping to September. 
The letter from Pressley, Brown and Velazquez -- all of whom are up for re-election this year -- asks FDA Commissioner Robert Califf to provide specific reasons for the delay. 

    


Pressley told The Associated Press that Black women look to straightening treatments in part because of hair discrimination. 




"If you do a Google search right now of unprofessional work hairstyles, you'll be besieged by images of Black women," said Pressley, who also believes another delay could cause more health issues for communities of color. "Everything from protective styles, Senegalese twists or braids like I wore for many years, or afros or locs ... I just want everyone to be able to show up fully, authentically and unapologetically, without fear and without discrimination." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It isn't uncommon for the FDA to have items on the regulatory agenda for years. For example, the draft of a proposed ban on menthol cigarettes came out in 2022, but the target date on finalizing the rule was pushed back twice before it was indefinitely delayed in April. 
When asked about the letter, an FDA spokesperson told the AP that agency officials would respond directly to lawmakers. Last month, the agency said the proposed ban was still among its top priorities and in the rulemaking process, but couldn't comment to the AP on the timing or content of the proposal. 

    


Black women and women of other ethnicities have used chemical hair-straightening treatments for decades, and many of the relaxers, creams and keratin treatments contain formaldehyde -- a chemical used in pesticides and to preserve dead bodies. 
A 2022 study from the National Institutes of Health found people who used hair straighteners had an increased risk of developing uterine cancer. A 2023 study from Boston University found that postmenopausal women who used relaxers most often had a greater than 50% increased risk of uterine cancer compared to those who seldom used them. 
Thousands of lawsuits allege that beauty companies that make some of the hair straighteners misrepresented "health impacts" of the products, and exposed plaintiffs to chemicals that increased the risk of uterine and ovarian cancers. Some also claim they experienced infertility after using the products. 

    


In a social media video from October, the FDA reminded people that no ban was in place yet, and that the agency planned to work with and encourage the cosmetics industry to develop alternative straightening products. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. 
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            FILE - U.S. Army soldiers stand next to trucks arriving loaded with humanitarian aid at the U.S.-built floating pier Trident before reaching the beach on the coast of the Gaza Strip, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            FILE - The image provided by U.S, Central Command, shows U.S. Army soldiers assigned to the 7th Transportation Brigade (Expeditionary), U.S. Navy sailors assigned to Amphibious Construction Battalion 1, and Israel Defense Forces placing the Trident Pier on the coast of Gaza Strip on May 16, 2024. (U.S. Central Command via AP, File)
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            FILE - The image provided by U.S, Central Command, shows U.S. Army soldiers assigned to the 7th Transportation Brigade (Expeditionary), U.S. Navy sailors assigned to Amphibious Construction Battalion 1, and Israel Defense Forces placing the Trident Pier on the coast of Gaza Strip on May 16, 2024. (U.S. Central Command via AP, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden ordered the construction of a temporary pier to deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza this year even as some at the U.S. Agency for International Development expressed concerns that the effort would be difficult to accomplish and undercut the effort to persuade Israel to open "more efficient" land crossings to get food into the territory, according to the agency's internal watchdog.
Biden announced plans to use the temporary pier in his State of the Union address in March to hasten the delivery of aid to the Palestinian territory besieged by war between Israel and Hamas. 
But the $230 million military-run project known as the Joint Logistics Over-the-Shore system, or JLOTS, would only operate for about 20 days. Aid groups pulled out of the project by July, ending a mission plagued by repeated weather and security problems that limited how much food and other emergency supplies could get to starving Palestinians.

    


"Multiple USAID staff expressed concerns that the focus on using JLOTS would detract from the Agency's advocacy for opening land crossings, which were seen as more efficient and proven methods of transporting aid into Gaza," the inspector general said in a report published Tuesday. "However, once the President issued the directive, the Agency's focus was to use JLOTS as effectively as possible."




At the time Biden announced plans for the floating pier, the United Nations was reporting that virtually all of Gaza's 2.3 million people were struggling to find food and more than a half-million were facing starvation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Biden administration set a goal of the U.S. sea route and pier providing food to feed 1.5 million of Gaza's people for 90 days. It fell short, bringing in enough to feed about 450,000 people for a month before shutting down. 
High waves and bad weather repeatedly damaged the pier, and the U.N. World Food Program ended cooperation with the project after an Israeli rescue operation used an area nearby to whisk away hostages, raising concerns about whether its workers would be seen as neutral and independent in the conflict.

    


National Security Council spokesman Sean Savett said the project "had a real impact" of getting food to hungry Palestinian civilians despite the obstacles.
"The bottom line is that given how dire the humanitarian situation in Gaza is, the United States has left no stone unturned in our efforts to get more aid in, and the pier played a key role at a critical time in advancing that goal," Savett said in a statement Tuesday. 
The Defense Department said the pier "achieved its goal of providing an additive means of delivering high volumes of humanitarian aid to the people of Gaza to help address the acute humanitarian crisis."
The U.S. military knew from the outset "there would be challenges as part of this in this complex emergency," the department's statement added. Its inspector general also is conducting an evaluation.
The USAID watchdog's report alleged that the United States had failed to honor commitments it had made with the World Food Program to get the U.N. agency to agree to take part in distributing supplies from the pier into Palestinian hands.

    


The U.S. agreed to conditions set by the program, including that the pier would be placed in north Gaza, where the need for aid was greatest, and that a U.N. member nation would provide security for the pier. That step was meant to safeguard the program's neutrality among Gaza's warring parties, the watchdog report said.
Instead, however, the Pentagon placed the pier in central Gaza. Food program staffers told the USAID watchdog that it was their understanding the U.S. military chose that location because it allowed better security for the pier and the military itself.
Israel's military ultimately provided the security after the U.S. military was unable to find a neutral country willing to do the job, the watchdog report said.
A U.S. official said the USAID staffer concerns about the project undercutting overall aid efforts were raised early in the process. USAID responded by adding enough staffing for the agency to address both the pier and the land routes simultaneously, said the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to publicly discuss the matter.

    


USAID said in a statement that U.S. agencies worked together in planning the project and in consultation with the United Nations and humanitarian groups to "mitigate risks to all personnel, including humanitarian staff."
Inspectors general are meant to be watchdogs for the government and individual agencies, providing accountability and transparency on their operations.
___
Associated Press writers Aamer Madhani and Tara Copp contributed to this report.
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            FILE - Drivers guide 2024 a Tesla Model 3 sedan and Model X utility vehicle, rear, along a test track at the Electrify Expo in The Yards on July 14, 2024, in north Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - Tesla CEO Elon Musk speaks at the "Cyber Rodeo" grand opening celebration for the new Tesla Giga Texas manufacturing facility in Austin, Texas, on April 7, 2022. (Jay Janner /Austin American-Statesman via AP, File)
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                                        DETROIT (AP) -- Three times in the past four months, William Stein, a technology analyst at Truist Securities, has taken Elon Musk up on his invitation to try the latest versions of Tesla's vaunted "Full Self-Driving" system.
A Tesla equipped with the technology, the company says, can travel from point to point with little human intervention. Yet each time Stein drove one of the cars, he said, the vehicle made unsafe or illegal maneuvers. His most recent test-drive earlier this month, Stein said, left his 16-year-old son, who accompanied him, "terrified."
Stein's experiences, along with a Seattle-area Tesla crash involving Full Self-Driving that killed a motorcyclist in April, have drawn the attention of federal regulators. They have already been investigating Tesla's automated driving systems for more than two years because of dozens of crashes that raised safety concerns.

    


The problems have led people who monitor autonomous vehicles to become more skeptical that Tesla's automated system will ever be able to operate safely on a widespread scale. Stein says he doubts Tesla is even close to deploying a fleet of autonomous robotaxis by next year as Musk has predicted it will. 


The latest incidents come at a pivotal time for Tesla. Musk has told investors it's possible that Full Self-Driving will be able to operate more safely than human drivers by the end of this year, if not next year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And in less than two months, the company is scheduled to unveil a vehicle built expressly to be a robotaxi. For Tesla to put robotaxis on the road, Musk has said the company will show regulators that the system can drive more safely than humans. Under federal rules, the Teslas would have to meet national standards for vehicle safety.
Musk has released data showing miles driven per crash, but only for Tesla's less-sophisticated Autopilot system. Safety experts say the data is invalid because it counts only serious crashes with air bag deployment and doesn't show how often human drivers had to take over to avoid a collision.

    


Full Self-Driving is being used on public roads by roughly 500,000 Tesla owners -- slightly more than one in five Teslas in use today. Most of them paid $8,000 or more for the optional system.
The company has cautioned that cars equipped with the system cannot actually drive themselves and that motorists must be ready at all times to intervene if necessary. Tesla also says it tracks each driver's behavior and will suspend their ability to use Full Self-Driving if they don't properly monitor the system. Recently, the company began calling the system "Full Self-Driving" (Supervised).
Musk, who has acknowledged that his past predictions for the use of autonomous driving proved too optimistic, in 2019 promised a fleet of autonomous vehicles by the end of 2020. Five years later, many who follow the technology say they doubt it can work across the U.S. as promised. 
"It's not even close, and it's not going to be next year," said Michael Brooks, executive director of the Center for Auto Safety.

    


The car that Stein drove was a Tesla Model 3, which he picked up at a Tesla showroom in Westchester County, north of New York City. The car, Tesla's lowest-price vehicle, was equipped with the latest Full Self-Driving software. Musk says the software now uses artificial intelligence to help control steering and pedals.
During his ride, Stein said, the Tesla felt smooth and more human-like than past versions did. But in a trip of less than 10 miles, he said the car made a left turn from a through lane while running a red light.
"That was stunning," Stein said.
He said he didn't take control of the car because there was little traffic and, at the time, the maneuver didn't seem dangerous. Later, though, the car drove down the middle of a parkway, straddling two lanes that carry traffic in the same direction. This time, Stein said, he intervened.
The latest version of Full Self-Driving, Stein wrote to investors, does not "solve autonomy" as Musk has predicted. Nor does it "appear to approach robotaxi capabilities." During two earlier test drives he took, in April and July, Stein said Tesla vehicles also surprised him with unsafe moves.

    


Tesla has not responded to messages seeking a comment.
Stein said that while he thinks Tesla will eventually make money off its driving technology, he doesn't foresee a robotaxi with no driver and a passenger in the back seat in the near future. He predicted it will be significantly delayed or limited in where it can travel. 
There's often a significant gap, Stein pointed out, between what Musk says and what is likely to happen.
To be sure, many Tesla fans have posted videos on social media showing their cars driving themselves without humans taking control. Videos, of course, don't show how the system performs over time. Others have posted videos showing dangerous behavior.

    


Alain Kornhauser, who heads autonomous vehicle studies at Princeton University, said he drove a Tesla borrowed from a friend for two weeks and found that it consistently spotted pedestrians and detected other drivers.
Yet while it performs well most of the time, Kornhauser said he had to take control when the Tesla has made moves that scared him. He warns that Full Self-Driving isn't ready to be left without human supervision in all locations.
"This thing," he said, "is not at a point where it can go anywhere."
Kornhauser said he does think the system could work autonomously in smaller areas of a city where detailed maps help guide the vehicles. He wonders why Musk doesn't start by offering rides on a smaller scale.
"People could really use the mobility that this could provide," he said.
For years, experts have warned that Tesla's system of cameras and computers isn't always able to spot objects and determine what they are. Cameras can't always see in bad weather and darkness. Most other autonomous robotaxi companies, such as Alphabet Inc.'s Waymo and General Motors' Cruise, combine cameras with radar and laser sensors.
"If you can't see the world correctly, you can't plan and move and actuate to the world correctly," said Missy Cummings, a professor of engineering and computing at George Mason University. "Cars can't do it with vision only," she said.
Even those with laser and radar, Cummings said, can't always drive reliably yet, raising safety questions about Waymo and Cruise. (Representatives for Waymo and Cruise declined to comment.)
Phil Koopman, a professor at Carnegie Mellon University who studies autonomous vehicle safety, said it will be many years before autonomous vehicles that operate solely on artificial intelligence will be able to handle all real-world situations.
"Machine learning has no common sense and learns narrowly from a huge number of examples," Koopman said. "If the computer driver gets into a situation it has not been taught about, it is prone to crashing."
Last April in Snohomish County, Washington, near Seattle, a Tesla using Full Self-Driving hit and killed a motorcyclist, authorities said. The Tesla driver, who has not yet been charged, told authorities that he was using Full Self-Driving while looking at his phone when the car rear-ended the motorcyclist. The motorcyclist was pronounced dead at the scene, authorities reported.
The agency said it's evaluating information on the fatal crash from Tesla and law enforcement officials. It also says it's aware of Stein's experience with Full Self-Driving.
NHTSA also noted that it's investigating whether a Tesla recall earlier this year, which was intended to bolster its automated vehicle driver monitoring system, actually succeeded. It also pushed Tesla to recall Full Self-Driving in 2023 because, in "certain rare circumstances," the agency said, it can disobey some traffic laws, raising the risk of a crash. (The agency declined to say if it has finished evaluating whether the recall accomplished its mission.)
As Tesla electric vehicle sales have faltered for the past several months despite price cuts, Musk has told investors that they should view the company more as a robotics and artificial intelligence business than a car company. Yet Tesla has been working on Full Self-Driving since at least 2015.
"I recommend anyone who doesn't believe that Tesla will solve vehicle autonomy should not hold Tesla stock," he said during an earnings conference call last month. 
Stein told investors, though, they should determine for themselves whether Full Self-Driving, Tesla's artificial intelligence project "with the most history, that's generating current revenue, and is being used in the real world already, actually works."
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            Storm clouds build above a corn field Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, near Platte City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Storm clouds build above a corn field Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, near Platte City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Storm clouds build as corn grows on Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, near Platte City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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                                        Barb Boustead remembers learning about corn sweat when she moved to Nebraska about 20 years ago to work for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and found herself plunked down in an ocean of corn. The term for the late-summer spike in humidity from corn plants cooling themselves was "something that locals very much know about," Boustead, a meteorologist and climatologist, recalled.

But this hallmark of Midwestern summer might be growing stickier thanks to climate change and the steady march of industrial agriculture. Climate change is driving warmer temperatures and warmer nights and allowing the atmosphere to hold more moisture. It's also changed growing conditions, allowing farmers to plant corn further north and increasing the total amount of corn in the United States. 

Farmers are also planting more acres of corn, in part to meet demand for ethanol, according to the USDA's Economic Research Service. It all means more plants working harder to stay cool -- pumping out humidity that adds to steamy misery like that blanketing much of the U.S. this week.

    



It's especially noticeable in the Midwest because so much corn is grown there and it all reaches the stage of evapotranspiration at around the same time, so "you get that real surge there that's noticeable," Boustead said.





Dennis Todey directs the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Midwest Climate Hub, which works to help producers adapt to climate change. He said corn does most of its evapotranspiration -- the process of drawing water up from the soil, using it for its needs and then releasing it into the air in the form of vapor -- in July, rather than August.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


He said soybeans tend to produce more vapor than corn in August.

Todey said more study is necessary to understand how climate change will shape corn sweat, saying rainfall, crop variety and growing methods can all play a part.

    



But for Lew Ziska, an associate professor of environmental health sciences at Columbia University who has studied the effects of climate change on crops, warmer conditions mean more transpiration. Asked whether more corn sweat is an effect of climate change, he said simply, "Yes."

He also noted increasing demand for corn to go into ethanol. Over 40% of corn grown in the U.S. is turned into biofuels that are eventually guzzled by cars and sometimes even planes. The global production of ethanol has been steadily increasing with the exception of a dip during the COVID-19 pandemic, according to data from the Renewable Fuels Association.

The consumption of ethanol also contributes to planet-warming emissions.

"It shouldn't come as a surprise to anyone that it's been getting hotter. And as a result of it getting hotter, plants are losing more water," Ziska said.

___

Follow Melina Walling on X at @MelinaWalling.

___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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A Russian missile hits the Ukrainian president's home city as it mourns deaths in an earlier attack
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                    In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024, a Russian Army Buk-2M self-propelled, medium-range surface-to-air missile system fires at air targets in an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- A Russian missile slammed into Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's home city on Wednesday, local authorities said, just as Kryvyi Rih was observing an official day of mourning for an attack the previous day that killed four civilians at a hotel.
The latest attack on the city struck civilian infrastructure, wounding eight people, local administration head Oleksandr Vilkul said on social media.
Tuesday's attack, which also wounded five people, was part of a barrage of dozens of missiles and drones across Ukraine that Russia launched for a second consecutive day.
"When Kryvyi Rih is in mourning, the enemy attacks again. And it once again aims at civilians," regional head Serhii Lysak said Wednesday.
Russia stepped up its aerial attacks on Ukraine on Monday, firing more than 100 missiles and a similar number of drones in its biggest onslaught in weeks.

    


The intensified campaign coincided with what could prove to be a decisive period of the war, which Russia launched on Feb. 24, 2022.
Russian forces have been driving deeper into Ukraine's partly occupied eastern Donetsk region, whose total capture is one of the Kremlin's primary ambitions. Russia's army is closing in on Pokrovsk, a critical logistics hub for the Ukrainian defense in the area.




At the same time, Ukraine has sent its forces into Russia's Kursk region in recent weeks in the largest incursion onto Russian soil since World War II. The move is in part an effort to force Russia to draw troops away from the Donetsk front.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At the hotel in Kryvyi Rih, rescuers on Wednesday found a final body under the rubble. The rescue operation then ended.
Meanwhile, Ukraine claimed its anti-aircraft defenses destroyed a Russian Su-25 jet in the Donetsk region.
Ukraine also kept up its long-range drone attacks on Russia's rear logistical areas.
A Ukrainian security official told The Associated Press that an operation by the country's military intelligence agency, known by its acronym GUR, struck oil depots in Russia's Rostov and Kirov regions Wednesday. The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity because he wasn't authorized to speak publicly about the strikes, did not provide further details. It would be the first known Ukrainian attack on the Kirov region, which is about 950 kilometers (600 miles) northeast of the Ukrainian border. 
The governor of Kirov, Alexander Sokolov, said three Ukrainian drones fell near an oil depot in the region but didn't damage it.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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Church sex abuse scandals in East Timor met by silence, but Pope Francis' visit brings new attention
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            A billboard welcoming Pope Francis stands above a mural honoring Bishop Belo and three others as national heros in Dili, East Timor, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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            The painting of Nobel Peace Prize winner Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo is displayed at the Timorese Resistance Museum in Dili, East Timor, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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            3 of 13 | 
            A chicken vendor walks past a mural of Nobel Peace Prize winner Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo, center, with his quote that says: "We gained freedom, but we lost moral," in Dili, East Timor, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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            4 of 13 | 
            A staff walks outside the prison facility where defrocked American priest Richard Daschbach is serving his 12-year sentence for sex abuse, in East Timor, in Dili, East Timor, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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            Parishioners arrive to attend a mass at the Immaculate Conception Cathedral in Dili, East Timor, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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            Parishioners attend a mass at a church in Dili, East Timor, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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            7 of 13 | 
            A girl attends Sunday mass at a church In Dili, East Timor, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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            8 of 13 | 
            Timorese women sing during mass at a church In Dili, East Timor, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 13 | 
            Billboards welcoming Pope Francis are seen in Dili, East Timor, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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            10 of 13 | 
            Catholic nuns sweep a sidewalk in Dili, East Timor, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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            11 of 13 | 
            Workers clean up a street near a poster welcoming Pope Francis, in Dili, East Timor, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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            12 of 13 | 
            A girl stands for a photograph in front of the Virgin Mary Statue in Dili, East Timor, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim)
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Bikinis, surfboards and battle-axes? Hawaii loosens long-strict weapons laws after court ruling
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            Second Amendment activists are celebrating a change in Hawaii gun laws this year after a 2022 U.S. Supreme Court decision. (AP Video: Jennifer Sinco Kelleher)
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            2 of 11 | 
            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition walk around Waikiki with their non-firearm weapons on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            3 of 11 | 
            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition walk around Waikiki with their non-firearm weapons on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            4 of 11 | 
            Andrew Roberts, director of the Hawaii Firearms Coalition, holds a halberd while walking down Kalakaua Avenue in Waikiki on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            5 of 11 | 
            Michael Rice holds a Hawaiian war spear, Ihe, which his uncle made with koa wood 20 years ago, at Kapiolani Park on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            6 of 11 | 
            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition showcase their halberd, swords and balisong at Kapiolani Park on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition walk around Waikiki with their non-firearm weapons on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            8 of 11 | 
            Andrew Roberts, center, director of the Hawaii Firearms Coalition, holds a halberd while talking to a Honolulu police officer at Kapiolani Park on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition walk around Waikiki with their non-firearm weapons on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            10 of 11 | 
            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition gather in Waikiki with their non-firearm weapons on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            11 of 11 | 
            Andrew Roberts, director of the Hawaii Firearms Coalition, poses for a portrait with his halberd while talking to a Honolulu police officer at Kapiolani Park on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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                                    Second Amendment activists are celebrating a change in Hawaii gun laws this year after a 2022 U.S. Supreme Court decision. (AP Video: Jennifer Sinco Kelleher)
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            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition walk around Waikiki with their non-firearm weapons on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition walk around Waikiki with their non-firearm weapons on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            Andrew Roberts, director of the Hawaii Firearms Coalition, holds a halberd while walking down Kalakaua Avenue in Waikiki on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            Michael Rice holds a Hawaiian war spear, Ihe, which his uncle made with koa wood 20 years ago, at Kapiolani Park on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition showcase their halberd, swords and balisong at Kapiolani Park on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            Andrew Roberts, center, director of the Hawaii Firearms Coalition, holds a halberd while talking to a Honolulu police officer at Kapiolani Park on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition walk around Waikiki with their non-firearm weapons on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            Members of Hawaii Firearms Coalition gather in Waikiki with their non-firearm weapons on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            Andrew Roberts, director of the Hawaii Firearms Coalition, poses for a portrait with his halberd while talking to a Honolulu police officer at Kapiolani Park on Saturday, June 22, 2024, in Honolulu, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- Hawaii's tourist hotspot of Waikiki is known for bikinis, shopping and surfboards. But resident Andrew Roberts has recently introduced a different item on evening walks through his neighborhood: a long-poled battle-axe.
Roberts, director of the nonprofit Hawaii Firearms Coalition, has been taking the 15th-century-style European halberd on strolls since May. That's when Hawaii loosened its weapons laws in response to the U.S. Supreme Court's 2022 decision that Americans have a right to carry firearms in public for self-defense.
The so-called Bruen decision upended gun laws nationwide, but especially in Hawaii, which long had some of the country's toughest restrictions -- and some of the lowest rates of gun violence. 
A subsequent federal appeals court ruling applied Bruen to the state's ban on butterfly knives and found it unconstitutional. While that case and others related to Hawaii's weapons laws continue to be litigated, lawmakers responded this year by passing a measure that generally allows deadly or dangerous weapons to be openly carried in public. Previously, anyone found armed with them was subject to immediate arrest.

    


The new law is providing opportunities for some to connect with Native Hawaiian and other cultures through traditional weapons. It's also generating concern that as the display of weapons becomes more common, people will be more likely to use them.




Roberts called himself a "true believer in the Second Amendment." He said his walks with the halberd or a shorter battle-axe help promote awareness of the laws and ensure police don't give him a hard time about being armed with unusual weapons. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I get stopped probably two or three times on an average evening walk and just have a conversation about what gun laws are in Hawaii and what the weapons laws are," he said.
On a recent Saturday morning, a halberd-toting Roberts gathered with other coalition members in Waikiki's sprawling Kapiolani Park. A few carried samurai swords. One had a butterfly knife -- also known as a balisong, prominent in martial arts in the Philippines, where many Hawaii residents have roots. A wooden, Scottish sword dangled from the waist of a man in a red kilt.

    


Honolulu police officers, who got wind of their plans to march through Waikiki in celebration of the law, chatted with them. Roberts told one he got his halberd blade on Amazon for $56.
With officers escorting them, they strolled along Waikiki's main oceanfront drag, Kalakaua Avenue. Some tourists did double takes, but many seemed unfazed by the armed men bearing a large U.S. flag.
"Nobody's been overly shocked," Roberts said. "It's just an opportunity to talk to people about what's going on in Hawaii, talking about Second Amendment rights."
In a statement, the Hawaii attorney general's office stressed that the new law didn't create a free-for-all when it comes to carrying weapons in public.
"The notion that you can just carry weapons however and wherever you want is simply not correct," it said. "There are numerous existing laws and regulations that govern the use and possession of weapons in many respects. All of these laws will continue to be enforced."

    


It remains a misdemeanor to carry the weapons in a concealed fashion, and the law increased the penalties for carrying them while committing a crime. It's also illegal to carry a weapon in a way that threatens harm or terrorizes other people.
While bladed weapons and clubs are not as dangerous as firearms, they don't belong on the street, said Chris Marvin, a Hawaii resident with the gun-violence prevention group Everytown for Gun Safety.
"I totally can understand the self-defense argument that people make and I would rather they choose to use a knife or a blunt instrument over a firearm, but the cultural attitude that we're starting to adopt is not the norm for Hawaii," he said. "In making these laws, we're becoming more and more like the mainland, which is full of aggressive, argumentative people who resort to violence too quickly."

    


Michael Rice carried a wooden spear on his hourlong bus ride to the Waikiki gathering. Studying traditional weaponry like the spear, which his uncle made from koa wood, has helped him connect to his Native Hawaiian roots: "I don't get to express my culture that often."
Soleil Roache, a self-defense instructor who did not attend the walk, said the law now allows her to incorporate the balisong into her lessons and to learn about its importance in the Philippines, where her grandfather was from. The law gives her the "opportunity to dive into that part of my ancestry," she said.
Filipino martial arts instructor Burton Richardson said he can now teach and practice in public parks using weapons, including balisong. "In the Philippines, the tradition of knife, stick and sword fighting ... has been important to the culture," he said.

    


The weapon has two pivoting handles that open and close, like butterfly wings, and aficionados make deft work of flashing the blade.
Umi Kai, who makes traditional Hawaiian weapons such as spears, daggers and clubs, was not part of the walk. He mostly uses the implements for ceremony or education; they're impractical for self-defense in modern Hawaii, he said.
"For self-defense I wouldn't be carrying around a shark-tooth-laden club every day," he said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hawaii-gun-rights-weapons-second-amendment-f61c972ebbb28fb21baa28385fa069cd
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            Ruling party leader Diosdado Cabello takes part in a rally in defense of President Nicolas Maduro's reelection in Caracas, Venezuela, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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            Diosdado Cabello, leader of the United Socialist Party of Venezuela, arrives to the Supreme Court for procedures related to the court's audit of presidential election results in Caracas, Venezuela, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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            El primer vicepresidente de la Asamblea Nacional, Diosdado Cabello, sostiene un documento con la ley que regulara a las ONG, tras ser aprobada en una sesion en la Asamblea Nacional en Caracas, Venezuela, el jueves 15 de agosto de 2024. (AP Foto/Ariana Cubillos)
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            Lawmaker Diosdado Cabello stands next to an image of late President Hugo Chavez in Congress as the National Assembly debates a bill that controls and regulates NGOs, in Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Delacroix)
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                                        CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro on Tuesday appointed a ruling socialist party boss to oversee the country's police forces, empowering a hard-line loyalist who has vowed to pursue government opponents as part of a crackdown that has alarmed human rights groups.
Maduro named Diosdado Cabello interior minister as part of a Cabinet shuffle following last month's contested presidential election. 
Along with Maduro, Cabello is one of the most fervent stalwarts of the so-called Bolivarian revolution started by the late Hugo Chavez and has long been considered the second most powerful person in Venezuela after Maduro. A retired army lieutenant, he fought alongside Chavez in a failed military uprising in 1992 and later served as acting president when Chavez himself was removed in a brief coup a decade later. 
However, Chavez passed him over when he picked Maduro -- a civilian with no military pedigree -- as his successor shortly before he died of cancer in 2013. Since then, Cabello has served in a number of roles, including National Assembly president and head of the ruling socialist party. Until now, he never served in Maduro's Cabinet, an omission that has long fueled speculation of an unspoken rivalry between them. 

    


Human rights groups fear that Cabello's appointment to interior minister, with oversight of Venezuela's police forces, will intensify the government's heavy-handed response to protests that erupted after last month's presidential election, when Maduro was declared the winner despite strong evidence presented by the opposition that its candidate prevailed by a 2-to-1 margin.




"If the new Cabinet is a bellwether of what Maduro intends to do, Cabello's appointment is an indication of even more repression to come," said Juanita Goebertus, director for the Americas at Human Rights Watch.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More than 2,000 people -- including journalists, politicians and aid workers -- have been arrested since the July 28 election. The wave of arrests is likely to feature prominently at a special meeting Wednesday of the Organization of American States in Washington to discuss a report on the crackdown by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.

    


The latest opponent to be detained is a lawyer for opposition powerhouse Maria Corina Machado, who was barred from running for office against Maduro and instead campaigned in support of a last-minute, stand-in candidate, former diplomat Edmundo Gonzalez. 
"They trying to subdue us, to distract us and to terrify us," Machado said on Tuesday denouncing what she called the "kidnapping" of the aide, Perkins Rocha.
"We will continue moving forward, for Perkins, for all the prisoners and persecuted, and for all of Venezuela," Machado wrote on the social media platform X. "We will be fee."
Cabello, 61, has been among key insiders calling for a forceful response to those casting doubt on Maduro's victory. With deep roots in the security forces, he's seen his influence expand as Venezuelans have tired of Maduro, blaming him for wrecking the oil-rich economy.

    


"They're hiding like rats but we're going to grab them," Cabello said about several prominent opponents in an address to the Maduro-controlled legislature a day after the election.
The U.S., Canada, European Union and Switzerland are among governments that have sanctioned Cabello for an array of alleged crimes ranging from money laundering to human rights abuses. The U.S. has also offered a $10 million reward for his arrest to face federal charges of leading what U.S. prosecutors have dubbed the "Cartel of the Suns," an alleged drug-smuggling ring involving Venezuela's military.
Cabello is perhaps best known -- and feared -- for a weekly talk show on state TV, called "Hitting it With a Sledgehammer," in which he smears and attacks government opponents. 
Maduro said the Cabinet shuffle aims to "accelerate and deepen changes that the people need." As part of the shakeup, his vice president, Delcy Rodriguez, will also now serve as oil minister. Hector Rodriguez, governor of Miranda state surrounding Caracas and who some saw as a younger alternative to Maduro, was picked to serve as education minister. 
___
Goodman reported from Miami.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            As the far-right Alternative for Germany gains more power in eastern Germany, companies there find it increasingly hard to attract the skilled foreign workers they desperately need. Ahead of state elections on Sept. 1 in the three eastern states of Thuringia, Saxony and Brandenburg, where the far-right party is leading in the polls, companies say they see the Alternative for Germany as a risk for the region as a place to do business or invest. (AP video by Pietro De Cristofaro)
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            Supporters of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, hold German national flags as they attend an election campaign rally of the party for upcoming state elections, in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            A view of the city center of Jena, the economy hub of German federal state Thuringia, with the Jenoptik head office center right, photographed from the Landgraf viewing point Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Bjoern Hoecke, top candidate of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, is surround by private security guards as he speaks on an election campaign rally of the party for upcoming state elections in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Electrical engineer Preetam Gaikwad, an Indian native working at the Jenotik company, poses for a photo after an interview with The Associated Press in Jena, Germany, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            A poster of the Jenotik company to promote its foreign employees with portraits displayed at its Jena headquarters with the slogan "Stay Open for Diversity." in Jena, Germany, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. The company wants to use the campaign to attract foreign skilled workers. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Supporters of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, hold small paper flags that read: "The East Does it", as they attend an election campaign rally of the party for upcoming state elections in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Supporters of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, sing the national anthem as they attend an election campaign rally of the party for upcoming state elections in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Bjoern Hoecke, top candidate of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, speaks on an election campaign rally of the party for upcoming state elections in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            An electoral poster for the far-right Alternative for Germany, or And, using the slogan, "Summer, Sun, Remigration," and depicting a plane dubbed "Deportation Airline", is displayed in the capital of German federal state Thuringia, in Erfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Electoral posters of the far-right Alternative for Germany, or And, using the slogan "Summer, Sun, Remigration," and depicting a plane dubbed "Deportation Airline" is displayed at a public transport station in the capital of German federal state Thuringia, in Erfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            A German national flag waves in the courtyard of a building in the small village of Milda in Germany's federal state Thuringia, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            An electoral poster for the far-right Alternative for Germany, or AfD, using the slogan "The Sun Rises in the East", is displayed in a street in the federal state Thuringia city Jena, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - Green party co-leader and designated Economy and Climate Minister Robert Habeck, designated Chancellor Olaf Scholz and FDP party leader and designated Finance Minister Christian Lindner, from left, stand together after signing the coalition treaty in Berlin, Dec. 7, 2021. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            FILE - From right, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Economy and Climate Minister Robert Habeck and Finance Minister Christian Lindner listen to a debate about Germany's budget crisis at the parliament Bundestag in Berlin, Germany, Nov. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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        As the far right rises in eastern Germany, companies struggle to attract skilled foreign workers

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 18

                                    
                                    As the far-right Alternative for Germany gains more power in eastern Germany, companies there find it increasingly hard to attract the skilled foreign workers they desperately need. Ahead of state elections on Sept. 1 in the three eastern states of Thuringia, Saxony and Brandenburg, where the far-right party is leading in the polls, companies say they see the Alternative for Germany as a risk for the region as a place to do business or invest. (AP video by Pietro De Cristofaro)
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            Supporters of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, hold German national flags as they attend an election campaign rally of the party for upcoming state elections, in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            A view of the city center of Jena, the economy hub of German federal state Thuringia, with the Jenoptik head office center right, photographed from the Landgraf viewing point Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Bjoern Hoecke, top candidate of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, is surround by private security guards as he speaks on an election campaign rally of the party for upcoming state elections in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Electrical engineer Preetam Gaikwad, an Indian native working at the Jenotik company, poses for a photo after an interview with The Associated Press in Jena, Germany, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 18

                                    
                                    Electrical engineer Preetam Gaikwad, an Indian native working at the Jenotik company, poses for a photo after an interview with The Associated Press in Jena, Germany, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 18 | 
            A poster of the Jenotik company to promote its foreign employees with portraits displayed at its Jena headquarters with the slogan "Stay Open for Diversity." in Jena, Germany, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. The company wants to use the campaign to attract foreign skilled workers. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Stefan Traeger, CEO of the Jenoptic, poses for a photo after an interview with The Associated Press at the company's headquarters in Jena, Germany, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Stefan Traeger, CEO of the Jenoptic, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at the company's headquarters in Jena, Germany, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Stefan Traeger, CEO of the Jenoptic, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press at the company's headquarters in Jena, Germany, Monday, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Supporters of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, hold small paper flags that read: "The East Does it", as they attend an election campaign rally of the party for upcoming state elections in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Supporters of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, sing the national anthem as they attend an election campaign rally of the party for upcoming state elections in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Bjoern Hoecke, top candidate of the far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, speaks on an election campaign rally of the party for upcoming state elections in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            An electoral poster for the far-right Alternative for Germany, or And, using the slogan, "Summer, Sun, Remigration," and depicting a plane dubbed "Deportation Airline", is displayed in the capital of German federal state Thuringia, in Erfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Electoral posters of the far-right Alternative for Germany, or And, using the slogan "Summer, Sun, Remigration," and depicting a plane dubbed "Deportation Airline" is displayed at a public transport station in the capital of German federal state Thuringia, in Erfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            A German national flag waves in the courtyard of a building in the small village of Milda in Germany's federal state Thuringia, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            An electoral poster for the far-right Alternative for Germany, or AfD, using the slogan "The Sun Rises in the East", is displayed in a street in the federal state Thuringia city Jena, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. In the federal state Thuringia, in former East Germany, the citizens are called to vote for a new state parliament on Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - Green party co-leader and designated Economy and Climate Minister Robert Habeck, designated Chancellor Olaf Scholz and FDP party leader and designated Finance Minister Christian Lindner, from left, stand together after signing the coalition treaty in Berlin, Dec. 7, 2021. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            FILE - From right, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Economy and Climate Minister Robert Habeck and Finance Minister Christian Lindner listen to a debate about Germany's budget crisis at the parliament Bundestag in Berlin, Germany, Nov. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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                                        JENA, Germany (AP) -- When electrical engineer Preetam Gaikwad first moved to Jena in 2013, she was smitten by what the eastern German city had to offer: a prestigious university, top research institutions, and cutting-edge technology companies, global leaders in their field.
Eleven years later, the Indian native takes a more sober view.
"I'm really worried about the development of the political situation here," Gaikwad, 43 said. Jena is in the eastern German state of Thuringia, which has elections on Sept. 1. 
The far-right Alternative for Germany party, or AfD, is currently leading the polls with about 30% support, far ahead of the center-right Christian Democrats (21%) and the center-left Social Democrats of Chancellor Olaf Scholz (7%). 
The AfD's anti-foreigner stance is the cornerstone of its campaign, raising concern among businesses like Jenoptik, Gaikwad's employer. The company, which supplied lens assemblies for Perseverance, the NASA remote vehicle on Mars, employs 1,680 people in Jena and more than 4,600 globally. 

    


Jenoptik, one of the few internationally successful businesses in Jena,depends on being able to attract and retain a highly skilled workforce, much of it from outside Germany. The rise of the AfD is making that more difficult, says Jenoptik CEO Stefan Traeger. 




More and more prospective employees tell Traeger that while they would love to work for Jenoptik, they won't take a job there because they don't want to live in a state dominated by a hard-right party that ostracizes migrants or other minorities such as members of the LGBTQI+ community.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Traeger, a Jena native who studied in the U.S., told the AP he hopes that after the election "we will still be as open, free and democratic a country as we are now. That's what we need in order to move the company forward."
------
This story, supported by the Pulitzer Center for Crisis Reporting, is part of an ongoing Associated Press series covering threats to democracy in Europe.

    


------
Germany is already facing a massive skilled labor shortage with experts estimating that the country needs about 400,000 skilled immigrants each year as the workforce ages and shrinks. Long considered Europe's economic powerhouse, Germany was recently rated the world's worst-performing major developed economy by the International Monetary Fund.
Thuringia is one of the poorest states in Germany, a legacy of communist rule in what was East Germany from 1949 to 1990. Salaries are lower than average, and it has few major employers outside the public sector. Most young people, especially women, leave for opportunities elsewhere, a brain drain to the more affluent west that began in 1989, when the Berlin Wall fell, and has not stopped since.
The rise of the AfD has been catalyzed by high inflation and immigration. In 2023, Germany took in 1.9 million new inhabitants, while 1.2 million peopleleft the country permanently, putting net migration at 663,000. While only a minority settle in Germany's poorer eastern states, anti-immigration sentiment runs high. 

    


The AfD's Thuringia branch is particularly radical: its regional leader, Bjoern Hoecke, has described the Holocaust memorial in Berlin as a "monument of shame" and called for Germany to make a "180-degree turn" in the way it remembers its past, including the Nazis. In 2020, the branch was put under official surveillance by the German domestic intelligence service as a "proven right-wing extremist" group.
Thuringia's cities and villages are plastered with AfD election posters carrying the slogan "summer, sun, remigration," and the photo of a plane dubbed "deportation airline" that's meant to fly out all those people that the party and its voters don't want in Germany.
Nonetheless, the AfD in an interview with the AP sought to downplay the issue of what it prefers to call "remigration." 
Remigration "refers to those who have no right to stay in this country and no prospect of staying because there is no reason for protective status, because there is no reason for their flight or for their migration in the sense of the applicable laws," said Torben Braga, deputy speaker of the AfD Thuringia and member of the Thuringian state parliament)

    


Migrants with work permits would "of course not be affected," he said. 
The experience of Gaikwad, a legal migrant, is rather different. Some of the racism she's experienced is subtle, some is outright discrimination, but it is always hurtful and humiliating.
Like the supermarket cashier who bags up the groceries for all the other customers and wishes them a nice day, only to slam Gaikwad's bag down next to her shopping without a word. 
Or the elderly neighbor she greets in German who stops her one day to say, "It makes me uncomfortable when I see so many people with strange skin and hair color here in Jena."
More than anything, Gaikwad was shocked when she took her daughter, now 10, to the playground and overheard a little German boy telling her that he was making a body powder for her "so that you will become a normal person again."

    


The AfD is especially popular in rural areas -- and that's 70% of the population in Thuringia -- says Axel Salheiser, the director of research at the Institute for Democracy and Civil Society in Jena.
"Even when there are no majorities so far, there are considerable minorities who vote for the AfD, either to express their protest or to openly express anti-immigration and anti-liberal positions," he told the AP.
When it comes to Thuringia as a place to do business, Salheiser said, that means not only work migrants will think twice about whether they will move there, but "potential investors will also ask themselves whether they want to locate their company or their branch of business here."
"It's a big problem for the region, if the impression arises that significant parts of the population not only tolerate anti-immigration and anti-diversity positions, but also support ... them," he added. 
A recent poll of more than 900 German companies by the Institute for the German Economy also showed that a majority sees the AfD as a risk, both for securing skilled workers and for investment in the region. 
Last year, businesses and individuals set up Cosmopolitan Thuringia, a grassroots network to promote tolerance, diversity and "indivisible human rights," which now has more than 7,940 members. 
Among them is Jenoptik, which makes a point of promoting the diversity of its workforce, showcasing its foreign employees on posters at its Jena headquarters. 
Gaikwad says Jenoptik's open-mindedness, her great job and support from friends are what keep her in Jena, despite the racism she and her family have experienced.
"I have great faith in democracy, in the good in people," she said.
Jenoptik's CEO Traeger is grateful for Gaikwad and every other international employee he can retain in Jena.
"We need employees with creative potential. We Thuringians are a creative bunch, but we won't be able to do it all by ourselves," Traeger said. "We also need people who come from other parts of the world, who perhaps have different views, different beliefs, different skin colors or whatever."
___
Kerstin Sopke and Pietro De Cristofaro contributed reporting.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/germany-far-right-elections-thuringia-racism-economy-c3fdba1942bb8959c9f92eb321466a47
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            The Israeli military said it has rescued a hostage who was among scores of people abducted in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, AP's Joe Federman explains. The military said on Tuesday that Qaid Farhan Alkadi, 52, was rescued "in a complex operation in the southern Gaza Strip."


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 9 | 
            This combination of photos shows Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, in Ramat Gan, Israel, on June 8, 2024, and Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar in Gaza City, on April 13, 2022. (AP Photo)
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            Relatives of hostages held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip and their supporters protest in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            An activist wears theatrical blood, bound wrists and his mouth taped and holds a book depicting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as relatives of hostages held by Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip and their supporters call for their immediate release in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Activists carry a message for U.S. President Joe Biden as relatives of hostages held by Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip and their supporters call for their immediate release and to protest against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
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            Palestinians mourn relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Israeli soldiers move on the top of a tank near the Israeli-Gaza border, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            Palestinians mourn relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            An Israeli tank is seen near the Israeli-Gaza border, with destroyed buildings in the back in the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            This combination of photos shows Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, in Ramat Gan, Israel, on June 8, 2024, and Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar in Gaza City, on April 13, 2022. (AP Photo)
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            An activist wears theatrical blood, bound wrists and his mouth taped and holds a book depicting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as relatives of hostages held by Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip and their supporters call for their immediate release in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 9

                                    
                                    An activist wears theatrical blood, bound wrists and his mouth taped and holds a book depicting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as relatives of hostages held by Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip and their supporters call for their immediate release in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 9 | 
            Activists carry a message for U.S. President Joe Biden as relatives of hostages held by Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip and their supporters call for their immediate release and to protest against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 9

                                    
                                    Activists carry a message for U.S. President Joe Biden as relatives of hostages held by Hamas militants in the Gaza Strip and their supporters call for their immediate release and to protest against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 9 | 
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                                        The latest flurry of Gaza cease-fire talks -- the back-and-forth over now-familiar sticking points and appeals from around the world -- obscures a grim truth about the monthslong efforts to end the Israel-Hamas war and free scores of hostages.
Any deal requires the signatures of two men: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar.
They are sworn enemies, notoriously tough negotiators and know that the outcome of the talks will profoundly shape their legacies. In Sinwar's case, it could mean life or death.
Both have strong incentives to end the war. But they may also think they stand to gain by holding out a bit longer, and that war is preferable to a deal that falls short of their demands.
Here's a look at the two leaders and the constraints they face.
What does Netanyahu want?
Netanyahu has promised "total victory" over Hamas and the return of all the hostages held in Gaza -- goals that many believe are incompatible.

    


He has come under tremendous pressure from the hostages' families and much of the Israeli public to make a deal to bring them home, even if it leaves a battered Hamas intact. The United States, which has provided key military aid and diplomatic support to Israel, is also pushing for such a deal.




But Netanyahu's governing coalition relies on far-right ministers who want to permanently reoccupy Gaza and have threatened to bring down the government if he concedes too much. That would force early elections that could drive him from power at a time when he is on trial for corruption.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It would also hasten a broader reckoning over the security failures surrounding the Oct. 7 attack in which Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people in southern Israel, mostly civilians, and abducted around 250 others -- on Netanyahu's watch. Netanyahu has rejected calls for a government investigation until the war is over.
The longer the war drags on, the more likely Israel is to achieve something that looks like victory -- the killing of Sinwar, the rescue of more hostages -- and the longer Netanyahu has to repair his political standing and reshape his legacy. But it also comes with risks as the number of soldiers killed in action rises nearly every day and Israel becomes increasingly isolated because of the suffering it has inflicted on Palestinians.

    


Netanyahu has clashed with his own defense minister over the endgame. Israeli media is filled with reports quoting unnamed senior security officials expressing frustration with Netanyahu, especially his demand for lasting control over two strategic corridors in Gaza. Some have gone so far as to accuse him of sabotaging the talks.
Both Israel and Hamas say they have accepted different versions of an evolving U.S.-backed cease-fire proposal in principle, while suggesting changes and accusing the other of making unacceptable demands.
Yohanan Plesner, head of the Israel Democracy Institute, a local think tank, acknowledged the anger directed at Netanyahu in the local press and among segments of Israeli society but said Sinwar bore most of the blame for the impasse because he had shown little interest in compromising.

    


"If we saw Sinwar was serious about getting a deal, that would force Israel and Netanyahu to expose their cards," Plesner said. The current situation is "almost like negotiating with oneself."
What does Sinwar want?
Sinwar wants to end the war -- but only on his terms.
Israel's offensive has killed over 40,000 people, according to local health officials, displaced 90% of Gaza's population and destroyed its main cities. Hamas has lost thousands of fighters and much of its militant infrastructure.
Sinwar's only bargaining chips are the roughly 110 hostages still held in Gaza, around a third of whom are believed to be dead. And he needs much more than a temporary pause in the fighting if he hopes to salvage anything resembling victory from the Oct. 7 attack that he helped mastermind.
That begins with assurances that Israel won't resume the war once some or all of the hostages are freed. He also needs Israel to withdraw from all of Gaza to ensure that the lasting impact of the Oct. 7 attack is not a permanent reoccupation of the territory. The release of high-profile Palestinian prisoners as part of a deal is a sacred cause for Sinwar, who was himself a long-serving prisoner freed in an exchange. And he needs assurances that Palestinians will be able to return to their homes and rebuild them.

    


"Sinwar is very much concerned with bringing negotiations to a conclusion, whether with regard to a cease-fire or an exchange of prisoners, because in both cases, Sinwar will have come out as the winner," said Nabih Awada, a Lebanese political analyst and former militant who spent years in an Israeli prison with Sinwar.
There are risks for Sinwar in drawing the talks out: More hostages are likely to die or be rescued as the war grinds on. Death, destruction and hardship in Gaza will continue, and could stoke Palestinian discontent with Hamas, with political implications down the line.

    


Sinwar himself, who sits atop Israel's most-wanted list, could be killed at any time. But given the centrality of martyrdom in Hamas' history and ideology, he may feel that outcome is inevitable -- and preferable to a deal that looks like defeat.
Can any external pressure help?
Egypt and Qatar have served as key mediators with Hamas, but their influence is limited.
Any pressure exerted on Hamas' exiled leadership is unlikely to have much impact on Sinwar, who was appointed the overall head of Hamas after the killing of Ismail Haniyeh in Iran. Sinwar is believed to have spent most of the past 10 months living in tunnels under Gaza, and it is unclear how much contact he has with the outside world.
The United States has provided crucial military support for Israel throughout the conflict and has shielded it from international calls for a cease-fire. Earlier this year, President Joe Biden paused a shipment of hundreds of 2,000-pound (900-kilogram) bombs to pressure Israel not to invade the southern city of Rafah -- which it did anyway.
U.S. election politics could also blunt American pressure. Biden has shown little inclination to pressure Netanyahu, and Vice President Kamala Harris has offered no concrete policy changes. Donald Trump has urged Israel to finish up its offensive but would likely be even more accommodating to Netanyahu, as he was during his presidency.
Any U.S. arms embargo is even less likely when Israel faces a potential retaliatory strike from Iran over the killing of Haniyeh. Instead, the United States has poured military assets into the region, taking some of the pressure off Israel.
Sinwar might have hoped that the targeted killings of Haniyeh and a top Hezbollah commander last month would widen the war. But that appears less likely, with both Israel and Hezbollah applying the brakes following a heavy exchange of fire over the weekend.
The cease-fire talks have continued through it all, punctuated by fleeting moments of optimism. 
The mediators have spent recent weeks trying to hammer out a bridging proposal with Netanyahu, but it's still a work in progress. It has not yet been submitted to Sinwar.
___
Associated Press writers Melanie Lidman in Jerusalem and Abby Sewell in Beirut contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            FILE -Nick Kyrgios, of Australia, rests on his chair before the third set against Andy Murray, of Britain, during the first round of the U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York, Sept. 1, 2015. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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            Coco Gauff, right, of the United States, shakes hands with Tatjana Maria, of Germany, during a second round match of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Canada's Bianca Andreescu calls out to her supporters as a trainer works on her leg during a first-round match against Italy's Jasmine Paolini in the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Canada's Denis Shapovalov waves to the fans as he leaves the court after losing his first round match in straight sets to USA's Brandon Nakashima at the National Bank Open tennis, Wednesday, August 7, 2024 in Montreal. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Croatia's Donna Vekic looks down as she plays China's Zheng Qinwen during the Women's Singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            Tommy Paul returns a shot to Italy's Lorenzo Sonego during a first-round match of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            FILE -Nick Kyrgios, of Australia, rests on his chair before the third set against Andy Murray, of Britain, during the first round of the U.S. Open tennis tournament in New York, Sept. 1, 2015. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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            Canada's Bianca Andreescu calls out to her supporters as a trainer works on her leg during a first-round match against Italy's Jasmine Paolini in the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    Canada's Bianca Andreescu calls out to her supporters as a trainer works on her leg during a first-round match against Italy's Jasmine Paolini in the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Canada's Denis Shapovalov waves to the fans as he leaves the court after losing his first round match in straight sets to USA's Brandon Nakashima at the National Bank Open tennis, Wednesday, August 7, 2024 in Montreal. (Ryan Remiorz/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            Croatia's Donna Vekic looks down as she plays China's Zheng Qinwen during the Women's Singles tennis final at the Roland Garros stadium at the 2024 Summer Olympics, Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Plenty of tennis players at the U.S. Open agree: Don't sleep on the benefits of a good nap, especially ahead of a night match.
Whether at a hotel or on one of the beds in the "Player Quiet Room" down the hall from the locker rooms or anywhere else they can find a spot to stretch out, these Grand Slam athletes appreciate the net gains offered by extra Zs during the tournament being played this week and next.
"In the evening, I get tired, like everybody else, so that's why I have to take a nap," said Tatjana Maria, a 37-year-old mother of two from Germany who lost to defending champion Coco Gauff under the lights in Arthur Ashe Stadium on Wednesday night. "I have to rest pretty much the whole afternoon to be ready for the evening."
She's not alone in a sport where the action can begin anywhere from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. -- and, on occasion, even later.

    


The way a lot of competitors look at it, no matter their country, ranking or age, is that if you DON'T snooze, you lose.
"If I feel tired, I want to sleep, so I go to sleep. Maybe if I have the first match at 11 a.m., I don't have enough time. But any other match, I probably will take a nap for 10 or 15 minutes," said Zhang Zhizhen, a 27-year-old who won a silver medal for China in mixed doubles at the Paris Olympics. "Sometimes in the afternoon, I will sleep for one or two hours."




Not everyone in tennis is a napper, of course, but those who aren't tend to be jealous of their colleagues who are.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I see other players taking naps, and I'm like, 'I wish I could.' I'd love to kind of unwind like that," said 2020 Australian Open champion Sofia Kenin, a 25-year-old American. "But I'm too fired up before a match. There's adrenaline and nerves."
Tommy Paul, a 27-year-old American who reached the semifinals at Melbourne Park last year, said his team pushes him to give it a try. Alas, Paul said, "I can't sleep until it's time for bed." Clara Tauson, 21, a Dane currently ranked 67th, is afraid to nap on a match day, she explained, "Because then I don't know if my brain is ever going to wake up again."

    


Donna Vekic, a 26-year-old from Croatia who made Wimbledon's semifinals in July and earned a silver medal at the Summer Games this month, only nods off if she feels "absolutely dead," she said, because, "If I nap, I just wake up in a bad mood."
Bianca Andreescu, the 2019 U.S. Open champion, suggested one way to counter that sort of reaction: She downs a shot of espresso shortly before lying down.
"The coffee doesn't kick in fully until 30 to 90 minutes after, so ... I wake up super refreshed after" what typically will be 25 minutes of slumber, the 24-year-old from Canada said. "The power nap is the most effective one."
Casper Ruud -- a three-time runner-up at majors, including at the U.S. Open two years ago -- puts his head back on a pillow for an hour or two if he's scheduled to be on court in the latter portion of the day.
His optimum time for bonus shut-eye is "typically after breakfast," he said. The 25-year-old from Norway gets back up at around noon and goes to the tournament grounds. The naps are always at his hotel.

    


"When I come to the site," Ruud said with a chuckle, "there's no sleeping."
Others, though, appreciate the benefits of nodding off whenever and wherever they can.
Whether that's on a first-come, first-served basis in the designated space in Ashe -- set up in 2022, it has three lounge chairs in a main room outfitted with a water feature offering the sort of soothing sounds often found in a spa; four twin beds in one side room where the lights are kept suitably low; and four chaise lounges in another -- or a place not necessarily designed for dozing off.
"I've done some weird spots. I've been in locker rooms before where there's not really a couch and you kind of have to make a couch," said Denis Shapovalov, a 25-year-old Canadian who reached Wimbledon's semifinals in 2021. "I've done it at (tournament) restaurants. I've done it on the ground at a gym. You (nap) wherever you find space."

    


Leylah Fernandez, a finalist at the 2021 U.S. Open, also isn't picky about her 40 winks.
"The lucky thing about me is that I can sleep pretty much anywhere," the 21-year-old Fernandez said. "That's like my little hidden talent."
What about during a match? Leave it to Nick Kyrgios to show it can be done.
The 2022 Wimbledon runner-up, who missed nearly all of the last two seasons because of injuries and is appearing on ESPN during its U.S. Open coverage, leaned way back in his sideline chair on changeovers while playing Andy Murray in New York in 2015, closing his eyes and clutching a towel as if it were a blanket.
"Just taking a nap, I guess," Kyrgios said that day. "It's good for you."
___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            Tom Brady watches warmups before a preseason NFL football game between the Dallas Cowboys and Los Angeles Rams, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Tom Brady chats with former San Francisco 49er Frank Gore before Niners play New Orleans Saints during NFL preseason game at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, Calif., on Sunday, August 18, 2024./San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            Tom Brady, center, talks with Dallas Cowboys team owner Jerry Jones, left, and others before a preseason NFL football game against the Los Angeles Rams, Sunday, Aug. 11, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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                                        Tom Brady's pending bid to become a part owner of the Las Vegas Raiders has triggered restrictions on his access to teams around the NFL as part of his role as a Fox Sports broadcaster, a league spokesperson said Thursday.
Brady is not permitted to attend in-person or online broadcast production meetings and may not have access to team facilities, players or coaches. Fox staff is not subject to these limitations.
He also must abide by the league constitution and bylaws that prohibit public criticism of officials and other clubs, but is allowed to broadcast Raiders games.
Brady, a seven-time Super Bowl-winning quarterback, is working with play-by-play announcer Kevin Burkhardt on Fox's top NFL broadcasting team. He signed a 10-year deal with the network in 2022, but this is Brady's first season announcing games.
His effort to become a minority owner in the Raiders organization has been scrutinized by league owners since Brady put in his bid in May 2023. Owners didn't vote on the matter when they met in March in Orlando, Florida, because of concerns that Brady was receiving too much of a discount from Las Vegas majority owner Mark Davis.
Brady owns a piece of the WNBA's Las Vegas Aces, which also is owned by Davis.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) throws a pass against the Detroit Lions during the first half of an NFL preseason football game Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers is seen before the start of an NFL preseason football game between the Washington Commanders and New York Jets Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in East Rutherford. N.J. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson addresses the media after an NFL preseason football game against the Detroit Lions, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Russell Wilson addresses the media after an NFL preseason football game against the Detroit Lions, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)
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                                        Patrick Mahomes and the Chiefs chasing history will be the hottest topic throughout the NFL season.
Kansas City's three-peat quest is only one of many interesting storylines.
Aaron Rodgers is back in New York after his first season with the Jets lasted only four plays. The 40-year-old four-time NFL MVP is returning from a torn Achilles tendon and aiming to help the Jets end the league's longest active playoff drought.
No. 1 overall pick Caleb Williams takes over for the Bears, looking to end Chicago's lengthy search for a franchise quarterback.
Fellow rookie QB Jayden Daniels leads the Commanders, who begin their second season under a new ownership group that saved Washington from Dan Snyder.
Russell Wilson tries to revive his career in Pittsburgh, becoming the third different QB the Steelers turn to since Ben Roethlisberger last played three years ago.

    


Jim Harbaugh returned to the NFL to coach the Los Angeles Chargers after winning a national title at Michigan. With Justin Herbert under center, Harbaugh doesn't have to start from scratch.
His brother, John Harbaugh, and the Baltimore Ravens have unfinished business. Two-time NFL MVP Lamar Jackson led the Ravens to the league's best record, but they couldn't beat Mahomes and the Chiefs in the playoffs.




The pressure is on Josh Allen to deliver in Buffalo after the Bills lost in the divisional round for the third straight season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The San Francisco 49ers' bid to return to the Super Bowl after falling just short against the Chiefs could be derailed by contract disputes. All-Pro left tackle Trent Williams and standout wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk still haven't resolved their issues.
Nick Sirianni stayed put in Philadelphia despite a late-season collapse that had the Eagles go from 10-1 to blown out by Tampa Bay in a wild-card game. Jalen Hurts is learning a new offensive system again but another playmaker, Saquon Barkley, joined a star-studded cast that surrounds him.

    


The Cowboys didn't do much in the offseason after another playoff failure. Coach Mike McCarthy enters the final season of his contract and Dak Prescott is planning to play out the last year of his deal unless he gets an extension. Jerry Jones did open up his checkbook for All-Pro wide receiver CeeDee Lamb, ending a long holdout.
Dan Campbell's Lions are a popular pick to make their first trip to the Super Bowl after his fourth-down gambles cost Detroit a shot last season.
Jordan Love got paid in Green Bay and looks to build off his successful first season leading the Packers.
Trevor Lawrence also joined the $55 million club (average annual salary) in Jacksonville. The Jaguars have to rebound from a disappointing finish after failing to reach the playoffs despite an 8-3 start.
C.J. Stroud took the Houston Texans from worst to first and now they seek to take another step in a packed AFC.
Deshaun Watson watched Joe Flacco lead the Browns to the playoffs and fans in Cleveland are running out of patience waiting for him to live up to expectations.
A healthy and blonde Joe Burrow is back in Cincinnati, giving the Bengals reason for optimism.

    


Kirk Cousins joined the Falcons along with new coach Raheem Morris, taking aim at dethroning the Buccaneers in the NFC South.
Tampa Bay is running it back after re-signing Baker Mayfield, Mike Evans and several key players from a team that far exceeded expectations last year.
The Dolphins made Tua Tagovailoa a $53 million a year QB, putting faith in him to lead Miami to its first playoff win in 24 years.
Bill Belichick moved onto a television career with Jerod Mayo starting a new era in New England. The Patriots hope Drake Maye brings a fraction of Tom Brady's success.
The Broncos turn to rookie Bo Nix, who seems like a fit for Sean Payton's offense.
Antonio Pierce gets a full season in charge in Las Vegas to show what he can do with the Raiders.
The Colts are counting on Anthony Richardson to stay healthy and put them in playoff contention.
Brian Callahan takes over in Tennessee as the rebuilding Titans give Will Levis a shot to be their quarterback of the future.

    


Daniel Jones and Brian Daboll have plenty to prove with the New York Giants.
The Vikings lost J.J. McCarthy for the season, assuring Sam Darnold gets yet another chance to be a No. 1 QB. He's got Justin Jefferson and more talent than he had with the Jets and Panthers.
As for Carolina, new coach Dave Canales is tasked with getting the best out of Bryce Young. He already did it for Mayfield and Geno Smith. 
The Saints haven't been to the playoffs since Payton and Drew Brees left. Dennis Allen and Derek Carr may not get anymore chances in New Orleans if they don't get it done this season.
Kyler Murray and Marvin Harrison Jr. team up, making the Cardinals a sneaky team in the NFC.
Matthew Stafford remains with the Rams but Los Angeles must replace defensive superstar Aaron Donald. Sean McVay is coming off perhaps his best coaching season and nobody is doubting his ability to keep the team in the playoff mix.

    


The Seahawks begin a new era without Pete Carroll. Mike Macdonald leads a Seattle team that needed a new defensive approach.
Eighteen weeks and 272 games to determine the teams that'll play in January to figure out which two face off in February for the Vince Lombardi trophy.
All of it kicks off with the Ravens-Chiefs facing off in a rematch of the AFC championship game. Then it's the Eagles-Packers playing on a Friday night in the first NFL game in Brazil.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Florida State's DJ Uiagalelei throws the ball during the NCAA college football game between Georgia Tech and Florida State at the Aviva stadium in Dublin, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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            FILE - Coastal Carolina quarterback Grayson McCall, right, passes while under pressure from UCLA defensive lineman Gabriel Murphy during an NCAA college football game, Sept. 2, 2023, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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            FILE - The Stanford women's volleyball team holds the championship trophy after defeating Wisconsin for the NCAA Division I women's volleyball championship, Dec. 21, 2019, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Keith Srakocic, File)
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                                        A prominent advocacy group for college athletes announced Thursday it opposes the $2.8 billion settlement agreement of antitrust litigation facing the NCAA and major college conferences, saying a plan for schools to share athletics revenue will actually limit the earning potential of the athletes.
The National College Players Association said the so-called House settlement aims to eliminate booster-funded collectives that are currently responsible for millions of dollars in payments to college athletes for the right to use their names, images and likenesses. 
"This is an unjust settlement that would not only harm current athletes but future college athletes who are only in fourth grade," NCPA executive director Ramogi Huma said. 
A court hearing is scheduled for Wednesday where a federal judge in California could rule on the plaintiffs' request for preliminary approval of the deal, which includes $2.78 billion in damages to former and current college athletes. Several requests to deny preliminary approval have already been filed, including one from the plaintiffs of another antitrust lawsuit filed in Colorado who declined to be part of the settlement agreement.

    


Even if granted preliminary approval, challenges to the settlement can still be brought before final approval in the months ahead. 




"The NCPA will work to get this settlement rejected so that parties can come up with a fair settlement or go to trial," Huma said in a statement. He declined to detail the NCPA's strategy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The NCPA said it opposes the deal because it gives conferences the ability to end proposed revenue-sharing if athletes are deemed to be employees with the right to collectively bargain with schools or leagues. That topic is the subject of several fights likely to end up in court, including a unionization effort by the Dartmouth men's basketball team.
Marc Edelman, a sports law professor at Baruch College in New York, called the settlement agreement a "meaningful and innovative" attempt to change the way college athletes are compensated. He also agreed with the NCPA's concerns about the plan to set a cap on the amount of revenue schools will be permitted to share with athletes and cutting off third-party compensation from those deemed by the NCAA to be boosters.

    


"He discusses very real concerns," Edelman said.
Huma, a former UCLA football player, and the NCPA have been at the forefront of pushing for reforms in college sports and more benefits for athletes for decades.
The NCPA filed a complaint in 2022 with the National Labor Relations Board in California, asking that USC athletes be deemed employees of the school and its conference. A final ruling is pending. In the Dartmouth case, a NLRB regional director did rule that the basketball players should be considered employees and gave them the go-ahead to vote to join a union.
The school is challenging that ruling.
The NCPA says the settlement also does not do enough to ensure schools won't cut revenue sports and could result in a decrease in athletic scholarships being made available by the wealthiest programs.
___
Follow Ralph D. Russo at https://twitter.com/ralphDrussoAP
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Track cyclist Caroline Groot of the Netherlands won the first gold medal of the Paralympic Games on Thursday.
Groot won the final of the C4 and C5 classifications in the 500-meter time trial in women's track cycling. It was the first medal event of the Games that opened with a spectacular ceremony on Wednesday.
Groot went last after watching C4 world record holder Kadeena Cox crash on her attempt. The British cyclist was denied the opportunity of restarting because a mechanical error was not to blame for her fall.
Groot won in 35.390 seconds, a world record in C5. French cyclist Marie Patouillet (C5) took the silver, and Canada's Kate O'Brien (C4) took bronze.
C1 to C5 are para cycling classifications for athletes with physical impairments that affect their legs, arms and/or trunk causing issues with functionality who can use a standard bicycle.
C4 is for cyclists with lower limb impairments or issues with lower limb functionality caused by the likes of cerebral palsy, amputations and other lower limb impairments, while C5 is for cyclists with less severe impairments.
___
AP Paralympics https://apnews.com/hub/paralympic-games
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                    New York Jets general manager Joe Douglas speaks to reporters at the team's facility in Florham Park, N.J., on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Dennis Waszak Jr.)
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                                        FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) -- Joe Douglas and the New York Jets are still waiting for Haason Reddick to show up.
But until then, the general manager says the team won't negotiate a new deal with the star edge rusher.
"It's been clear and direct from the beginning," Douglas said Thursday of his communication with Reddick and his representatives. "I have a lot of respect for the agent as well. The ball's in their court and whenever he's ready to come here, we can't wait to have him."
Reddick, who turns 30 next month, requested to be traded on Aug. 12, but Douglas quickly nixed that at the time by saying New York would not grant his wish to be dealt. Douglas reiterated the stance by him and the team in his first public comments since Reddick's holdout began.
"No," Douglas said. "That hasn't changed."
Douglas said there has been no recent communication with Reddick's agent, Tory Dandy, "but the phone lines are open." Douglas also revealed he hasn't spoken to Reddick directly since the two-time Pro Bowl selection was last at the team's facility on April 1, when Reddick was officially acquired by New York and did a video call with reporters.

    


At that time, Reddick said he would let his agents handle the contract situation and he was looking forward to joining the Jets' defense. He has not spoken publicly about his holdout, which reached its 38th day Thursday.




He wasn't with the team all offseason -- when he forfeited a $250,000 workout bonus -- or training camp, with fines racking up to $1.8 million, and counting. Reddick is entering the final year of a three-year, $45 million deal under which he'll make a non-guaranteed $14.25 million in base pay this season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He was placed on the reserve/did not report list on July 25, the second day of camp practice for the team. Douglas wouldn't get into specifics of his conversations with Reddick's representatives when asked if the defensive end has said he would be willing to sit out the entire season.

    


"I have faith that this will all get resolved," Douglas said.
Reddick entered the offseason looking for a new contract and was given permission by Philadelphia to seek a trade. He was acquired by the Jets in late March for a conditional third-round pick in 2026. The pick would become a second-rounder if Reddick plays 67.5% of the defensive snaps and gets 10 sacks this season.
Douglas said an extension was discussed during the negotiations for the trade.
"Once one wasn't agreed upon, we had the conversation and we felt good about making the trade," Douglas said. "So, obviously, he came here, reported, had a great day here. Again, we're just awaiting his arrival."
Reddick, who has double-digit sacks in each of the past four years, has 58 in seven NFL seasons. Coach Robert Saleh said Tuesday that Reddick "still has plenty of time" to report to the team and be able to play in the season opener.
But the chances of that are beginning to dwindle with the Jets set to play the defending NFC champion 49ers in San Francisco on Sept. 9.
The team is heading into the season with optimism and a healthy Aaron Rodgers while looking to end a 13-year playoff drought -- the longest active streak in the NFL -- and make a long postseason run. But Douglas spent most of his nearly 20-minute meeting with reporters fielding questions about Reddick.

    


"I mean, obviously, anyone's going to have to answer questions in a situation like that," Douglas said. "I certainly understand that. But I can tell you the locker room's in a phenomenal place. Training camp was unbelievable, the energy and passion and togetherness that the team showed has been remarkable. And I understand we've got to talk about this. I fully appreciate that. But the locker room's in a good place."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            FILE - LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier throws a pass against Wisconsin during the first half of the ReliaQuest Bowl NCAA college football game, Jan. 1, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Chris O'Meara, File)
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            FILE - Southern California quarterback Miller Moss (7) throws a pass under pressure from Louisville defensive lineman Ashton Gillotte (9) during the second half of the Holiday Bowl NCAA college football game, Dec. 27, 2023, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Denis Poroy, File)
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            FILE - Southern California coach Lincoln Riley watches during the second half of the team's NCAA college football game against UCLA, Nov. 18, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)
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            FILE - LSU head coach Brian Kelly calls out from the sideline in the second half of an NCAA college football game against Texas A&M in Baton Rouge, La., Nov. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)
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            FILE - Southern California coach Lincoln Riley watches during the second half of the team's NCAA college football game against UCLA, Nov. 18, 2023, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun, File)
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            FILE - LSU head coach Brian Kelly calls out from the sideline in the second half of an NCAA college football game against Texas A&M in Baton Rouge, La., Nov. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Two ranked and historic college football programs open the season in a sold-out stadium as a stand-alone prime-time game before a national TV audience in a glamorous city.
Don't get used to it.
Conference realignment has had massive implications in college athletics, and that means Sunday night's game between No. 13 LSU and No. 23 Southern California in Las Vegas is an early season non-conference matchup that likely will become rarer.
This game was agreed to before the Trojans left for the Big Ten, one of four Pac-12 teams to make that move to the Midwest-based conference. With leagues such as the Big Ten and Southeastern Conference having added national powers, coaches at such programs probably won't be inclined to test their teams so early.
"I think we were too far down the line to want to make any changes with this opener," LSU coach Brian Kelly said. "Moving forward, we may or may not see something like this."

    


Even so, both coaches said they were excited to open the season with such a matchup.
"You look forward to it all offseason," USC coach Lincoln Riley said. "The first game, there's always the sense of new and excitement and you're kind of waiting to see what you really are and what the opponent really is."




Or as Trojans quarterback Miller Moss noted: "These are the kinds of games you come to USC to play in."
The feeling is similar at LSU.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I don't think a lot of the country knows," AP preseason All-America offensive tackle Will Campbell said, "what we have in here."
Similar paths
Both quarterbacks follow Heisman Trophy winners. Moss steps in for Caleb Williams, who won the award in 2022. LSU's Garrett Nussmeier replaces reigning Heisman winner Jayden Daniels.
Moss and Nussmeier each received his first career start in bowls last season -- and shined. Moss passed for 372 yards and six touchdowns and Nussmeier threw for 395 yards and three TDs to lead their teams to victories.

    


They could've been teammates. Moss said he had the Tigers in his top five before choosing USC in 2020.
"I don't know if I was ever going to go there, but they were definitely up there at the end," Moss said.
Ground and pound
While LSU's passing game is led by largely unproven players, the running game is loaded with veterans in terms of both ball carriers and blockers.
Running backs Josh Williams and Jon Emery Jr. are seniors. Kaleb Jackson is a sophomore who played in all 13 games last season. LSU also is eager to see what Caden Durham, a coveted recruit, can do during his freshman campaign behind a veteran offensive line that is rated among the best in the nation.
"We're going to run the ball," Campbell said. "That's not something we're hiding or trying to keep quiet. I'm telling everybody right now: We are going to run the football."
Defensive overhaul
LSU ranked 108th in the nation defensively last season, allowing 416.6 yards per game.
Kelly overhauled his defensive staff, starting with hiring coordinator Blake Baker.
With AP preseason All-American linebacker Harold Perkins playing a central role, Kelly said he's liked the way his defense has looked in August camp.

    


"You've got to go test yourself against somebody else to really be able to answer those questions," Kelly said. "I know going in that we're prepared defensively. Our guys are excited about playing for Blake. I know that they get the scheme very well. There's not a lot of confusion. There's not a lot of busts."
Moving inside
USC center Jonah Monheim, who is on three notable watch lists, will get to show how smooth his transition from left tackle has been when facing LSU.
"It's a new position, so a lot of intricacies with snapping and stepping and playing inside," Monheim said. "You get everything a little quicker and a little more powerful. But at the end of the day, it's still O-line play and I've still got to do my job every snap."
___
AP Sports Writer Brett Martel in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, contributed to this report.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Liverpool's manager Arne Slot waits for the start of the English Premier League soccer match between Liverpool and Brentford at Anfield Stadium, Liverpool, England, Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Liverpool's Mohamed Salah, centre, celebrates with teammates after scoring his side's second goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Liverpool and Brentford at Anfield Stadium, Liverpool, England, Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Rui Vieira)
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            Mohamed Salah del Liverpool celebra tras anotar el segundo gol de su equipo en el el primer encuentro de la temporada de la Liga Premier ante Ipswich el sabado 17 de agosto del 2024. (AP Foto/Alastair Grant)
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                                        You could say he has slotted in just fine.
Arne Slot clearly didn't get the memo that it's supposed to be a near-impossible job to follow a club great as manager.
Take David Moyes after replacing Alex Ferguson at Manchester United. Moyes lasted 10 months.
Or Unai Emery after replacing Arsene Wenger at Arsenal. Emery lasted an uncomfortable 18 months.
These are very early days but Slot has barely put a foot wrong since succeeding Jurgen Klopp as Liverpool manager following the popular German's nearly nine years in the dugout. Klopp forged such a connection with the port city and its soccer-mad people that he was compared with Bill Shankly, the club's most legendary manager.
Maybe it's because, at the moment, Slot's Liverpool doesn't look too different to Klopp's team.
Two Premier League matches. Two wins. Two clean sheets.
There was even a convincing win over Manchester United in a preseason game in the United States, which is never a bad thing when it comes to getting fans of the Reds onside.

    


There are bigger challenges to come, of course. Starting on Sunday when Liverpool plays United for real, this time in the league at Old Trafford in what is historically the biggest match in English soccer between the country's two most successful teams.




While United opted to stick with its manager, Erik ten Hag, despite a woeful eighth-place finish last season, Liverpool's hand was forced by Klopp's decision to step down after a tenure that included a Premier League and a Champions League title.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Slot was regarded as a natural successor because of his style of play which, while not as intense and suffocating, is still very attacking and high-energy like Klopp's.
Indeed, Richard Hughes, Liverpool's new sporting director who identified Slot as Klopp's replacement, said during the summer that the Dutchman's coaching philosophy and approach "lend really well with the kind of squad we have, the supporters and the football club as a whole."

    


Hence why, to the frustration of some Liverpool fans, the club has felt it necessary to sign only two players in the first transfer window of the new era -- and one of them was a goalkeeper, Georgia international Giorgi Mamardashvili, who has been sent back on loan to the team from which he was bought. The other came on Thursday, when Italy winger Federico Chiesa joined from Juventus.
In short, Slot feels it's tough to improve on what he has and will go about making only tweaks here and there to put his own stamp on the lineup in its bid to challenge Manchester City and Arsenal, the two top teams over the last two years, for the Premier League title.
Take this stat from Sunday's 2-0 win at Brentford: Liverpool completed 92% of its passes, which -- according to Premier League statistics supplier Opta -- is the team's highest on record (since 2003-04) in a Premier League game.
That fits with a comment made in preseason by Liverpool midfielder Curtis Jones, who said the aim now is to "have all the ball and completely kill a team."
Initially, it feels like there's less chaos, and more control, in Slot's team.

    


However, look at the goals scored against Brentford and they still bore the imprints of the Klopp era. There was the rapid counterattack, launched after clearing a Brentford corner, that was finished off by Luis Diaz, and a strike by Mohamed Salah after the ball was won back high up the field by heavy pressing.
For the moment, the results are coming because the same players are doing the same things they did under Klopp.
In that sense, Slot is playing it clever and not trying to change too much too quickly, something which Moyes and Emery perhaps got wrong when they headed up new eras at other English soccer superpowers.
Indeed, 11 years after Ferguson's retirement, United is still trying to rediscover its identity, with Ten Hag the fifth permanent manager since (plus three interim coaches).
Not that everything is rosy for Slot.
There's still the thorny issue of perhaps his best three players -- Salah, Virgil van Dijk and Trent Alexander-Arnold -- all having contracts ending after this season. Alexander-Arnold stirred up social media with his reaction to being substituted early against Brentford, while the 32-year-old Salah told Sky Sports on Thursday: "I don't want to think about next year or about the future. Let's enjoy the last year and we'll see."

    


Slot also has yet to find a solution to his one clear concern about the team -- at the base of its midfield. An attempt to buy Spain international Martin Zubimendi from Real Sociedad failed this month and he has been using Ryan Gravenberch, a midfielder who might be better going forward, as the most deep lying of the central-midfield three.
Otherwise, Slot has been charming in news conferences -- much like Klopp was -- and, tellingly, makes it his mantra to be praiseworthy of the team in general instead of focusing on any individual.
Most importantly, his team has been winning games.
And none are bigger than against Manchester United. Being at Liverpool only a few months won't stop Slot knowing that.
___
Steve Douglas is at https://twitter.com/sdouglas80
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                    FILE - Oregon's Autzen Stadium is viewed during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game against Washington, Nov. 6, 2010, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Idaho at No. 3 Oregon, Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oregon by 44 1/2.
Series record: Oregon leads 52-3-4. 
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Oregon Ducks are looking for a comfortable win before the big games arrive in their inaugural Big Ten season that is filled with hopes of a deep playoff run. Quarterback Bo Nix is now in the NFL, replaced by Oklahoma transfer Dillon Gabriel. Idaho is picked to finish third in the Big Sky after a 9-4 season that included a run to the quarterfinals of the FCS playoffs.
KEY MATCHUP
Facing an Oregon offense that last season averaged 531.4 yards and 44.2 points per game, Idaho's defense will be tested. The Vandals ranked 14th nationally among FCS teams in yards allowed (306.8). All four of Idaho's starting defensive lineman return from last season. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Idaho: QB Idaho Jack Layne takes over after last year's starter Gevani McCoy transferred to Oregon State. Layne, a redshirt sophomore, started in one game last season, throwing for 275 yards and six touchdowns. 

    


Oregon: Gabriel. All eyes will be on the sixth-year senior and Heisman Trophy hopeful. Last year, he threw for 3,660 yards and 30 touchdowns, with just six interceptions. He also ran for 12 touchdowns, second most nationally among QBs. 




FACTS & FIGURES
The Ducks' preseason ranking is their highest since 2014. ... Idaho starts the season with four of its first five games on the road. After the Ducks, the Vandals visit Wyoming. ... Oregon has won 19 straight home openers and 32 straight against nonconference foes in Eugene. ... Idaho kick returner Abraham Williams, a Weber State transfer, has five 100-yard return touchdowns in his career, one short of the NCAA record. ... Oregon was one of just three teams in the nation last season to rank in the top 10 for both scoring offense (44.2 points per game) and scoring defense (16.5 points per game). ... The last time the two teams met was in 2004. Oregon won 48-10 at home. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Texas Tech head coach Joey McGuire answers questions from the media during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, file)
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            FILE - Texas Tech running back Tahj Brooks (28) runs for a first down against California during the second half half of the Independence Bowl NCAA college football game, Dec. 16, 2023, in Shreveport, La. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, file)
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                                        Abilene Christian at Texas Tech, Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line.
Series record: Abilene Christian leads 6-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Texas Tech opens coach Joey McGuire's third season with its first game against Abilene Christian since 1949. That is an FCS program only about 170 miles from Lubbock. The Red Raiders lost in double overtime at Wyoming to start last season, and will try to avoid dropping consecutive season openers for the first time in 25 years. Former Texas Tech defensive coordinator Keith Patterson is going into his third season as ACU's head coach with a 12-10 record. 
KEY MATCHUP
Red Raiders running back Tahj Brooks ran for 1,538 yards last season, with eight 100-yard games. He also had at least 95 yards in three other games. Abilene Christian gave up 210 yards rushing per game last season. Brooks is 1,167 yards shy of Byron Hanspard's career school record of 4,219 yards rushing from 1994-96.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Abilene Christian: Maverick McIvor is going into his third season as the Wildcats starting quarterback. He spent three seasons at Texas Tech before that, but never played in a game for the Red Raiders. McIvor threw for 1,972 yards last year with 17 TDs and five interceptions.




Texas Tech: Junior quarterback Behren Morton started eight games for the Red Raiders last season, and of those seven games that he finished they won six of them. Morton took over for injured Tyler Shough, then played through his own shoulder issues. Morton was a full-go in preseason practice after T ech held him out of the last part of spring drills after he was declared the starter. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Red Raiders added three offensive linemen through the transfer portal that arrived with a combined 81 career starts. ... Texas Tech is entering its 100th season of football. The seventh game in its program history was a 10-7 win at Abilene Christian on Nov. 11, 1925. ... Texas Tech's Drae McCray led the Big 12 last season averaging 27.6 yards on kickoff returns. He had three returns of at least 50 yards, including a 100-yard touchdown. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            McLaren driver Lando Norris of Britain attends a news conference at the Monza racetrack, in Monza, Italy, Thursday, Aug.29, 2024. The Formula one race will be held on Sunday. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            McLaren driver Lando Norris of Britain steers his car to win the Formula One Dutch Grand Prix race at the Zandvoort racetrack, Netherlands, Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong)
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                                        MONZA, Italy (AP) -- Lando Norris claimed he's not feeling the pressure -- no more than normal at least.
Norris secured a dominant victory at the Dutch Grand Prix last time out to continue to chip away at Max Verstappen's lead at the top of the Formula One standings.
The McLaren driver moved to within 70 points of Verstappen with nine races remaining and much of the focus will be on how the title fight could develop at this weekend's Italian Grand Prix.
"I don't think of (the expectation) at all," Norris said on Thursday. "There's always pressure. I still get so nervous before qualifying, before the races I still get just as excited and just as nervous.
"I barely eat anything on Sundays, I struggle to drink anything on Sundays, just because I'm nervous and because of the pressure," the 24-year-old Briton added. "But I think it's how how you turn that into a positive thing, how do you not let it affect you in a bad way, how can you actually use it in a good way to help you focus on the correct things and so on."

    


It was clear last weekend at Zandvoort that Norris' team had the fastest car following McLaren's latest upgrades. That points to what could be an increasingly competitive title fight with Verstappen in the last nine races of the season after the Dutch driver was far ahead of the rest in 2022 and 2023.




McLaren also cut the gap to Red Bull in the constructors' championship to 30 points as the team chases its first title since 1998.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It was only a second ever win for Norris. The other victory was in Miami in May, and he has finished second four times since then.
Verstappen had never been beaten on his home track but Norris has been quick to temper enthusiasm about a reignited title race.
"Monza's a very different track. It gives the team a good amount of confidence and always a little bit of a boost, but it doesn't change your feeling," Norris said. "We know we've been performing well the whole year since Miami, we've been doing a very good job and this was a weekend where everything just went perfectly.

    


"We're pushing hard every weekend, of course our goal is to catch in both, especially from a constructors' side it looks a lot more doable than the drivers' side. But I'm doing my best, the team's doing their best and that's all we can hope for."
Verstappen said last weekend that "something has been going on lately with the car" and that Red Bull needs to figure out how to combat twin problems of a lack of pace and higher-than-expected tire wear.
The three-time defending champion is now without a victory in five races, his longest winless run since 2020. But Verstappen appeared unfazed by his narrowing lead.
"Listen, I just do the best I can," he said at Monza. "If I win it or not, it's not going to change my life. Would I like to win it? Yes, of course.
"But it's not in my hands with the performance of the car because I just try to do the best I can, try to give feedback, try to make it faster. If that's going to be enough to the end of the year, I don't know."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            FILE - Oregon wide receiver Tez Johnson reacts after a touchdown against Washington during the second half of the Pac-12 championship NCAA college football game Friday, Dec. 1, 2023, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/David Becker, File)
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            FILE - Oregon's Autzen Stadium is viewed during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game against Washington, Nov. 6, 2010, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            FILE - Then-Oklahoma quarterback Dillon Gabriel (8) scrambles during the first half of the team's NCAA college football game against Kansas, Oct. 28, 2023 in Lawrence, Kan. (AP Photo/Colin E Braley, File)
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                                        With all the excitement over joining the Big Ten this season, it's important for the third-ranked Oregon Ducks to be ready for their non-conference opponents, too.
"You can't come out sleepwalking. I think that happens from year to year, people just come out sleepwalking and if you fall into that you just dig yourself in a hole," new Oregon quarterback Dillon Gabriel said. "So, it's all about starting fast, dominating the middle eight, and then finishing strong."
The Ducks open the season Saturday against Idaho as one of the newest members of the Big Ten. There are lofty expectations for Oregon with Gabriel under center.
The sixth-year senior joins the Ducks after two seasons at Oklahoma. Last year, he threw for 3,660 yards and 30 touchdowns, with just six interceptions. He also ran for 12 touchdowns, second most nationally among QBs.

    


Idaho also has a new quarterback in Jack Layne -- an Oregon native -- after last year's starter Gevani McCoy transferred to Oregon State. Layne, a redshirt sophomore, started in one game last season, throwing for 275 yards and six touchdowns.
The Vandals were picked to finish third in the conference in both the Big Sky coaches and medial polls. They'll certainly be challenged by the Ducks, who are 44 1/2-point favorites, according to BetMGM Sportsbook.




Oregon coach Dan Lanning said it doesn't matter the opponent, the Ducks' focus is always on improving in all facets of the game.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We know that we want to set the bar for us: What's our bar? What's our standard? What do we want it to look like? And being self-aware enough that you can go attack the things that you have to improve," Lanning said. "And regardless of who you're playing, when you're playing, we always talk about our biggest opponent is Oregon, right? We have to go play or do the best to be the best version of Oregon that we can be."
TV trouble
An apparent carriage dispute between Comcast and the FOX/Big Ten Network may mean that the games involving Big Ten's four new West Coast teams won't be available to Comcast viewers -- at least for now.

    


According to a statement from a league spokesperson: "As the one distribution partner that declined to expand along with us, Comcast Xfinity viewers in many areas will not have access to live broadcasts of the highly anticipated inaugural B1G season games for Oregon, UCLA, USC and Washington."
Comcast said in a statement that it is sensitive to the impact on Xfinity customers and hopes for a fair agreement with Fox and the Big Ten Network.
Starting center
Lanning wasn't going to reveal Oregon's starting center against Idaho. Among those in contention for the job during fall camp were Iapani Laloulu and Charlie Pickard.
The Ducks need to replace Jackson Powers-Johnson, last season's Rimington Trophy winner who was selected by the Las Vegas Raiders in the second round of the NFL draft.
Laloulu started for the Ducks in the Fiesta Bowl while Pickard is a former walk-on whose dad went to Oregon.
"We'll send out the group that we think has done the best in fall camp to start the game. But I think for us to think long-term we have to be able to prepare and have multiple guys play at multiple positions," Lanning said.

    


A look back
Oregon finished last season 12-2, with a loss to rival Washington in the final Pac-12 championship game before capping the season with a 45-6 drubbing of Liberty in the Fiesta Bowl. Oregon's offense averaged 531.4 yards and 44.2 points per game, second nationally in both categories.
Idaho, which plays in the Big Sky, went 9-4 last season and advanced to the quarterfinals of the FCS playoffs before losing to Albany, 30-22.
In addition to losing McCoy to the Beavers, wide receivers Hayden Hatten and Jermaine Jackson both went to the NFL. Six other starters for the Vandals went to the transfer portal.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Argentina's Agustin Creevy, bottom right, is congratulated by teammate Santiago Chocobares, center, after scoring a try against New Zealand during their rugby union test match in Wellington, New Zealand on Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (Kerry Marshall/Photosport via AP)
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                                        LA PLATA, Argentina (AP) -- Agustin Creevy is ending a 19-year international career after Argentina plays Australia in the Rugby Championship in his La Plata hometown this weekend.
Creevy told the Pumas this week, and the 39-year-old hooker was included in the reserves on Thursday for Saturday's test.
Since his test debut in 2005 against Japan on the wing, Creevy has racked up Argentina records for the most tests (109), the most as captain (51) and the most appearances in the Rugby World Cup (22). He captained the team to the semifinals of the 2015 World Cup.
"I am leaving after having given it my all," he told ESPN. "I have played to the utmost, and it is time to step aside because it is best for the team, and, like I always say, the team comes first.
"I have many mixed feelings. Of sadness, of joy and, above all, of immense pride for having worn this shirt for a long time. All the decisions and actions I made, everything I went through was to wear the Los Pumas shirt that I love so much."

    


Coach Felipe Contepomi insisted Creevy's decision didn't play any part in giving him a sendoff in his hometown.




"This is the national team, the best players play. What we consider to be the best 23 for each match," Contepomi said.
"It is a blessing for him to have been able to make the decision to retire and not to be retired by rugby. We support him in his decision. He will bear his emotions inside. This day was going to come at some point, it was not going to last forever. He is enjoying the week a lot and is training very well."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Creevy wasn't expected to play test rugby again after his fourth World Cup last November in France, where the Pumas reached another semifinal. But an injury to Julian Montoya prompted Contepomi to recall Creevy for the tournament tests in New Zealand. He came off the bench and scored the go-ahead try against the All Blacks in a stunning 38-30 win in Wellington three weeks ago.

    


Montoya, who succeeded Creevy as the starting hooker and captain, praised his former mentor.
"I debuted when he was captain. We have been together for 11 years, competing for a position," Montoya said. "We have a very nice relationship and I thanked him for how he sponsored me in my beginnings. I couldn't have chosen anyone better for that and I am grateful."
The Pumas made three changes after losing the second match to the All Blacks 42-10 in Auckland two weeks ago.
Joel Sclavi replaced tighthead Lucio Sordoni, who has gone to France to complete his transfer to Racing 92, Franco Molina was back in the second row and bumped Marcos Kremer to his natural position on the flank, and Santiago Cordero was on the wing for the injured Matias Moroni.
On a bench split 6-2, forwards Guido Petti and Santiago Grondona could make their first test appearances this year.
___
Argentina: Juan Cruz Mallia, Santiago Cordero, Lucio Cinti, Santiago Chocobares, Mateo Carreras, Santiago Carreras, Gonzalo Bertranou; Juan Martin Gonzalez, Marcos Kremer, Pablo Matera, Pedro Rubiolo, Franco Molina, Joel Sclavi, Julian Montoya (captain), Thomas Gallo. Reserves: Agustin Creevy, Mayco Vivas, Eduardo Bello, Guido Petti, Tomas Lavanini, Santiago Grondona, Lautaro Bazan Velez, Tomas Albornoz.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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                                        MANZANEDA, Spain (AP) -- Pablo Castrillo picked up an emotional stage win in the Spanish Vuelta on Thursday, the day his team's founder died.
Castrillo gave Kern Pharma the victory in the 12th stage a few hours after the team said its founder and former president, Manolo Azcona, died at the age of 71.
"How happy Manolo would be," the team said in a statement. "This one is for you."
It was the first Grand Tour stage victory -- and first professional triumph -- for the 23-year-old Castrillo.
There were no changes in the general classification after the 137.5-kilometer (85-mile) route that ended with a long climb into the city of Manzaneda in northwest Spain.
Ben O'Connor kept the leader's red jersey. The Australian remained more than three minutes ahead of Primoz Roglic and Enric Mas.
Friday's 13th stage will be a 176-kilometer (109-mile) route through the summits of Galicia.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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            FILE - Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) carries for a first down over Tulane defensive back DJ Douglas (12) in the second half of an NCAA college football game in New Orleans, Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023. Mississippi won 37-20. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            FILE - Ole Miss head football coach Lane Kiffin speaks during the Southeastern Conference NCAA college football media days, July 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Jeffrey McWhorter, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 6 Ole Miss opens against Furman with highest preseason ranking since 1970

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) carries for a first down over Tulane defensive back DJ Douglas (12) in the second half of an NCAA college football game in New Orleans, Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023. Mississippi won 37-20. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) carries for a first down over Tulane defensive back DJ Douglas (12) in the second half of an NCAA college football game in New Orleans, Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023. Mississippi won 37-20. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - Ole Miss head football coach Lane Kiffin speaks during the Southeastern Conference NCAA college football media days, July 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Jeffrey McWhorter, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Ole Miss head football coach Lane Kiffin speaks during the Southeastern Conference NCAA college football media days, July 15, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Jeffrey McWhorter, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Furman at No. 6 Mississippi, Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN+/SEC+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ole Miss by 42 1/2.
Series record: Furman leads 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Rebels are coming off their first 11-win season and aiming high again, this time for the newly expanded College Football Playoff. They're enjoying the program's highest preseason ranking since 1970. Furman is coming off back-to-back 10-win seasons and won the 2023 Southern Conference championship. The Paladins return only seven starters, though.
KEY MATCHUP
An Ole Miss defense that stocked up in the transfer portal against an offense that lost its starting quarterback, top running back and the four offensive linemen who played the most snaps. The Ole Miss transfer group includes former Texas A&M defensive lineman Walter Nolan, ex-Florida defensive end Princely Umanmielen, former Alabama cornerback Trey Amos and Arkansas transfer linebacker Chris Paul Jr. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Furman: All-SoCon bandit Luke Clark had 53 tackles last season and led the team with six sacks. He's picked to repeat for all-conference honors.
Ole Miss: RBs Ulysses Bentley IV and Henry Parrish Jr. will get their chances to shine with star Quinshon Judkins now at Ohio State. Bentley ran for 540 yards last season while Parrish returns for his second stint at Ole Miss after leading the Miami Hurricanes in rushing each of the past two seasons. Miami of Ohio transfer Rashad Amos was a 1,000-yard rusher last season. 




FACTS & FIGURES
An Ole Miss win would mark No. 300 on the field at Vaught-Hemingway, not counting victories that were later vacated by the NCAA. ... The Rebels are 21-2 at home since 2021, with two 7-0 seasons. ... Furman finished last season ranked in the top seven in the FCS polls, its highest final ranking since 2005. ... A Furman defense that ranked 11th in the FCS allowing just 18.2 points per game returns only four of its top 15 tacklers. ... Furman won the only previous meeting 7-2 on Nov. 14, 1924, in Greenville, South Carolina.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/furman-ole-miss-rebels-b17b657fc0eb136660b308538f09eafe



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Romelu Lukaku ends underwhelming second spell at Chelsea by joining Napoli for reported $33M | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Romelu Lukaku ends underwhelming second spell at Chelsea by joining Napoli for reported $33M

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Inter Milan's head coach Antonio Conte congratulates his player Romelu Lukaku who scores the two goals during a Serie A soccer match between Inter Milan and Lazio at the San Siro stadium in Milan, Italy, Sunday, Feb. 14, 2021. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)
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                                        NAPLES, Italy (AP) -- Romelu Lukaku ended his underwhelming second spell at Chelsea by completing a move to Napoli on Thursday, with coach Antonio Conte saying the Belgium striker could play immediately.
Napoli announced the news on social media, saying "Romelu is proud to be one of us!" plus a brief statement on its website.
Napoli did not give any details of the deal, but Italian media reported Lukaku signed a three-year contract and the Serie A club paid Chelsea 30 million euros ($33 million) plus 30% of any future transfer fee.
Conte said Lukaku could make his debut Saturday at home against Parma.
The pair will be rekindling a winning combination, with Lukaku -- Belgium's all-time record scorer -- enjoying his two most productive seasons under Conte at Inter Milan
The 31-year-old Lukaku had been training away from the main Chelsea squad in recent weeks as the London club sought to find a buyer for a striker who cost $135 million in 2021 -- making him the seventh most expensive soccer player at the time -- but had been a flop in his second spell at Stamford Bridge.

    


He spent the 2022-23 season on loan at Inter and last season on loan at Roma.




Chelsea bought Lukaku from Inter, shortly after the center forward helped fire the Nerazzurri to the Serie A title. He finished that season as the team's top scorer with 24 league goals.
Inter was then managed by Conte, who left at the same time as Lukaku. Conte returned to Italy two months ago and was tasked with overturning last year's debacle at Napoli, which saw three different coaches in charge.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Napoli lost its first league match under Conte 3-0 but went on to win its second by the same scoreline last weekend.
Napoli missed out on European competition last season with a 10th-place finish, coming a year after winning its first Serie A title since the days when Diego Maradona played for the club.
Lukaku has previously played for English clubs Manchester United, Everton and West Bromwich Albion, after a first spell at Chelsea from 2011-14 during which he only played 10 times.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            FILE - Purdue defensive back Dillon Thieneman (31) during an NCAA football game, Sept. 2, 2023, in West Lafayette, Ind. (AP Photo/Doug McSchooler, File)
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            FILE - Purdue head coach Ryan Walters watches an NCAA college football game in Ann Arbor, Mich., on Nov. 4, 2023. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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                                        Indiana State at Purdue, Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Purdue by 33 1/2. 
Series record: Purdue 6-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
With six losses in their last eight season-openers, slow starts have become the norm at Purdue. The Boilermakers have gotten through their first four games with only one winning record over the last seven seasons. And if they want to prove the prognosticators' last-place predictions wrong, they need to keep their perfect record intact against an in-state, FCS foe. The Sycamores, meanwhile, have won fewer games in three successive seasons since going 5-6 in 2021. A win at Purdue could change everything for the program.
KEY MATCHUP
Indiana State QB Elijah Owens vs. Purdue's secondary. Owens appeared in just four games last season, successfully preserving his redshirt year while showing enough promise to become the projected starter this year. But poor quarterback play last season doomed Indiana State to a 1-10 record. And they'll need to be better against a Purdue defense that features preseason All-American S Dillon Thieneman but lost 2023 Big Ten sacks champ Nic Scourton in the transfer portal.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Indiana State: DB Maddix Blackwell. What Thieneman does for Purdue, Blackwell does for the Sycamores. He's coming off a season in which he led the Sycamores in tackles (107), fumble recoveries (three), interceptions (two) and forced fumbles (two). Now the first-team preseason all-conference honoree will get to test himself against a Big Ten foe.




Purdue: QB Hudson Card. While Thieneman is always worth watching, the Boilermakers need Card to improve. Last year, he completed just 58.9% of his throws with 15 TDs and eight interceptions in his most extensive college action. His completion percentage needs to be closer to 70% and he needs to protect the ball better, too.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A Purdue victory would give Purdue the seventh 7-0 series start against a team, six of those being Indiana schools. ... Indiana State has been outscored 253-76 in the first six contests in West Lafayette, including a 56-0 loss in 2022. ... The Boilermakers led the Big Ten with 184.6 yards rushing in conference games last season. ... Sycamores coach Curt Mallory has deep coaching roots in the state, with his late father, Bill, still holding the title of winningest coach in Indiana Hoosiers history. ... Thieneman broke Purdue's freshman record with 74 solo tackles last year, becoming the Boilermakers fourth All-American in three seasons. ... Indiana State is one of three in-state Purdue faces this season. No. 7 Notre Dame visits Ross-Ade Stadium on Sept. 14, and the Boilermakers will close the regular season at rival Indiana.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    FILE - Oklahoma State head coach Mike Gundy speaks during the Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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                                        South Dakota State at No. 17 Oklahoma State, Saturday, 2 p.m. ET (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oklahoma State by 9 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Two teams with high expectations meet for the first time. Coach Jimmy Rogers hopes to lead South Dakota State to a third straight Championship Subdivision title and his Jackrabbits haven't lost a game in nearly two years. Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy is entering his 20th season with the Cowboys. They return all but one starter from a team that won 10 games last season. The Cowboys are expected to contend for a Big 12 title and a spot in the expanded 12-team College Football Playoff. The Cowboys are loaded with talent on both sides of the ball while the Jackrabbits return just three starters on offense and five starters on defense.
KEY MATCHUP
Oklahoma State RB Ollie Gordon vs. South Dakota State linebacker Adam Bock. Gordon ran for 1,732 yards and 21 touchdowns last season and won the Doak Walker Award as the nation's top running back. Bock, an FCS All-American with 344 career tackles, anchors a stingy defense that limited opponents to 88.1 yards rushing per game in 2022 and 89.6 yards in 2023. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Oklahoma State: WR Brennan Presley, a preseason All-Big 12 pick, caught 101 passes for 991 yards and six touchdowns last season. Look for QB Alan Bowman to target Presley and fellow wideout Rashod Owens (63 receptions, 895 yards, five scores) early and often if the Jackrabbits bottle up Gordon. 




South Dakota State: QB Mark Gronowski threw for 3,058 yards and accounted for 37 total touchdowns to win the Walter Payton Award as the top FCS player. The 6-foot-3, 230-pound senior is 37-3 as a starter and led FCS quarterbacks in passing efficiency (179.67).
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

FCS No. 1 South Dakota State has won 29 straight games and two national titles since losing to Iowa by four points in the 2022 season opener. ... The Jackrabbits averaged 37 points and 450 yards per game last season. ... South Dakota State's defense limited opponents to 9.3 points and 257 total yards per game last season. ... The Cowboys return seven offensive linemen with a combined 200 career starts, including preseason All-Big 12 picks Dalton Cooper (49 career starts) and Joe Michalski (23 career starts).
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Washington head coach Jedd Fisch speaks during an NCAA college football news conference at the Big Ten Conference media days at Lucas Oil Stadium, July 25, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, file)
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            FILE - Washington quarterback Will Rogers III greets teammate Zachary Henning (59) during the NCAA college football team's spring game, May 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson, file)
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                                        Weber State at Washington, Saturday, 11 p.m. ET (Big Ten Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Washington by 27 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Less than eight months after playing for the national championship, Washington makes its debut under new coach Jedd Fisch with a completely remodeled program. Most of the stars from last year's team have moved on either to the NFL or new schools. Fisch took control after Kalen DeBoer moved to Alabama and will unveil his overhauled roster against Weber State, highlighted by new quarterback Will Rogers and running back Jonah Coleman, and a defense under the command of Steve Belichick. Weber State returns nine starters from last year's team that went 6-5 and the Wildcats begin the season ranked No. 22 in the FCS.
KEY MATCHUP
Washington returns only one full-time starter from last season's team so the opener against the Wildcats will be a test of how well the remade roster can come together. Fisch said effort and fundamentals are the two of the things he's most interested in seeing. There are also the concerns of complacency and making sure Washington isn't looking past Weber State. It was only three years ago that Washington opened its season by losing to Montana at home. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Weber State: DE Brayden Wilson has been the most honored player in the preseason for the Wildcats. Wilson was named a preseason all-Big Sky and preseason All-American by some outlets. He led the Big Sky last season with 16 1/2 tackles for loss, including 7 1/2 sacks. He could be a test for Washington's new offensive line. 




Washington: Rogers and fellow QB Demond Williams Jr. Fisch made it clear that Rogers' experience playing at Mississippi State in the SEC was a factor in naming him the starting QB. But Williams is a promising freshman who pushed Rogers in training camp and seems likely to get some amount of playing time this season.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Washington's first game as a member of the Big Ten. Weber State's first game against a team from the Big Ten. ... The Wildcats were picked to finish sixth in the Big Sky preseason poll. ... The Huskies won't leave Seattle for their first four games. After this week, Washington hosts Eastern Michigan, plays Washington State at Lumen Field and opens conference play at home against Northwestern. ... CB Elijah Jackson is the only full-time starter to return from last season for Washington - and he might not even start the opener.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - California running back Jaydn Ott runs against Stanford during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Stanford, Calif., Nov. 18, 2023. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn, File)
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            FILE - California head coach Justin Wilcox stands on the sidelines during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Stanford in Stanford, Calif., Nov. 18, 2023. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn, File)
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                                        UC Davis at California, Saturday, 5 p.m. ET (ACC Network Extra)
BetMGM College Football Odds: California by 20 1/2.
Series record: Cal leads 11-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
California plays its first game since joining the ACC against FCS neighbor UC Davis. The Golden Bears are looking to make bowl games in back-to-back seasons for the second time since going seven straight seasons from 2003-09. The Aggies were ranked 18th in the FCS rankings and are seeking a signature win in coach Tim Plough's debut. 
KEY MATCHUP
UC Davis' run defense vs. Cal RB Jaydn Ott. The Aggies don't deal with running backs like Ott in FCS play and will have a tough job slowing him down. Ott ranks among all active FBS players with a career average of 92.2 yards rushing per game. He has career totals of 2,212 yards rushing and 20 TDs on the ground. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH
UC Davis: RB Lan Larison rushed for 1,101 yards and 13 TDs last season despite playing only eight games. He averaged 6.2 yards per carry and is on the preseason watch list for the Walter Payton Award given to the top FCS player. 

    


California: LB Cade Uluave. The Pac-12 top freshman defensive player last season returns looking to build on his successful debut campaign. He had 66 tackles, 6 1/2 tackles for loss, 2 1/2 sacks, two forced fumbles and two interceptions last season.




FACTS & FIGURES
Cal has won each meeting by at least 32 points with an average margin of victory of 32.4 ppg. ... Plough was a tight ends coach at Cal in 2023. ... UC Davis is 4-21 against FBS teams since moving up to Division I in 2004. The last win came in 2021 at Tulsa. ... The Bears are 5-2 in season openers under coach Justin Wilcox. ... Cal led the nation last season with 16 fumble recoveries and was tied for the lead with 28 takeaways. ... The Bears are undefeated all-time against FCS-level teams with a 15-0 record since 2000.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/uc-davis-cal-4f8806d49b13986056481e812788e46f



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    TCU opens the season at Stanford following disappointing 2023 for both teams | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



TCU opens the season at Stanford following disappointing 2023 for both teams

    TCU opens the season at Stanford following disappointing 2023 for both teams

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            FILE - Stanford head coach Troy Taylor stands on the sidelines during the first half of an NCAA college football game against California in Stanford, Calif., Nov. 18, 2023. (AP Photo/Jed Jacobsohn, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            FILE - TCU quarterback Josh Hoover (10) passes under pressure by Oklahoma linebacker Danny Stutsman (28) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Nov. 24, 2023, in Norman, Okla. (AP Photo/Alonzo Adams, File)
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            FILE - TCU head coach Sonny Dykes speaks during Big 12 NCAA college football media days in Las Vegas, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Lucas Peltier, File)
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                                        TCU at Stanford, Friday, 10:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: TCU by 9 1/2.
Series record: TCU leads 3-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
TCU and Stanford look to bounce back from disappointing 2023 seasons in the season opener. The Horned Frogs are looking to get back on track after falling from a national championship game appearance in 2022 to a 5-7 record and no bowl game last season. The Cardinal seek a good start to its second season under coach Troy Taylor after three straight nine-loss seasons.
KEY MATCHUP
TCU WRs vs. Stanford secondary. The Cardinal struggled last season defensively, ranking 132nd out of 133 teams in FBS in points per game allowed with 37.7 and 126th in yards per play allowed at 6.57. They will have to defend with a talented group of wideouts featuring JP Richardson, Savion Williams and former LSU transfer Jack Bech.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
TCU: QB Josh Hoover started the final six games as a redshirt freshman last season, averaging 339 yards passing per game and throwing 13 touchdown passes in that span. Cutting down on turnovers will be key this season as he had seven giveaways in those six starts.

    


Stanford: WR Elic Ayomanor was a breakout star last season and should be again this year no matter who plays QB. He had 13 catches for 294 yards and three TDs in a comeback win against Colorado. He finished the season with 62 catches for 1,013 yards, including 100-yard games against national runner-up Washington and Oregon State.




FACTS & FIGURES
TCU is the only team Stanford has played multiple times without beating, losing in back-to-back years in 2007-08 and in the 2017 Alamo Bowl. ... The Horned Frogs open the season on the road for the second time in nine seasons, having won at Colorado in 2022 on the way to an undefeated regular season. ... Coach Sonny Dykes went 0-4 against Stanford during his tenure at rival California from 2013-16. ... Stanford has won its last 10 season openers played at home with its last loss coming in 2007 against UCLA.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Cale Yarborough signs autographs for fans at Darlington Raceway Saturday, Sept. 2, 2000, in Darlington, S.C. (AP Photo/Mary Ann Chastain, File)
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            FILE - Cale Yarborough of Timmonsville S.C., holds his trophy high in the air in Victory Lane after winning the Southern 500 stock race at Darlington Raceway in Darlington, S.C., Sept. 4, 1978. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Darlington honors the late Cale Yarborough at his hometown track where he won five Southern 500s

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - Cale Yarborough signs autographs for fans at Darlington Raceway Saturday, Sept. 2, 2000, in Darlington, S.C. (AP Photo/Mary Ann Chastain, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Cale Yarborough signs autographs for fans at Darlington Raceway Saturday, Sept. 2, 2000, in Darlington, S.C. (AP Photo/Mary Ann Chastain, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - Cale Yarborough of Timmonsville S.C., holds his trophy high in the air in Victory Lane after winning the Southern 500 stock race at Darlington Raceway in Darlington, S.C., Sept. 4, 1978. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Cale Yarborough of Timmonsville S.C., holds his trophy high in the air in Victory Lane after winning the Southern 500 stock race at Darlington Raceway in Darlington, S.C., Sept. 4, 1978. (AP Photo)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            PETE IACOBELLI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        DARLINGTON, S.C. (AP) -- Cale Yarborough used to sneak under the fence as a child at Darlington Raceway, planning for the day when he would dominate at the hometown track known as "Too Tough To Tame."
Yarborough, the Hall of Fame driver who died at age 84 this past New Year's Eve, soon enough left his mark with a then-record five Southern 500s and a frightening flip over the outside wall in Turn 3 as a young racer in 1965.
"He got out of the car and walked away," Yarborough's wife of 62 years, Betty Jo, said this week. "He didn't say a word about it."
Yarborough's NASCAR career will be remembered this weekend at the event he loved more than the others when the Cup Series closes its regular season with the Southern 500.
Yarborough's name is over the Cup Series garage at the egg-shaped oval that's stood about 20 minutes from where he grew up in Timmonsville.

    


Track organizers found Yarborough's Oldsmobile Cutlass from 1978 that he drove for Junior Johnson on the way to his third straight Cup Series championship, the first to ever accomplish that.
The race car, found in Oklahoma, will be on display this weekend at the track's Fan Fest area, then will be driven by Hall of Famer Dale Jarrett -- who won three times at Darlington, but never the crown jewel Southern 500 -- behind the pace car kickoff of Sunday night's race.




"It's going to be really special to see Daddy's car on the track again," said Yarborough's daughter, Julie.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NASCAR broadcaster NBC will have a remembrance of Yarborough's stellar career and the car will remain on display at Darlington's Stock Car Museum just outside the track for a while, Darlington president Josh Harris said.
Yarborough's career
Yarborough began racing in the early 1960s and finished with 83 NASCAR victories, tied with Jimmie Johnson for sixth all-time.
Yarborough won his first Southern 500 for the Wood Brothers in 1968, then followed with Darlington wins in 1973, 1974, 1978 and 1982 for a mark that stood until Jeff Gordon won his sixth Southern 500 in 2007.

    


Yarborough retired as a full-time driver in 1988, but remained a team owner for another decade after that.
Jeff Hammond, a FOX NASCAR broadcaster, was a two-time championship crew chief for Darrell Waltrip who worked on Yarborough's car in the late 1970s.
Yarborough was a talented driver who put his all into the racing. But when it was time to go home, Yarborough headed the family farm a short drive away.
Some of Hammond's most cherished times with Yarborough came when the crew wrapped up Saturday's work and got a free Sunday -- the Southern 500 was run on Labor Day from 1950 to 1983 -- to spend on Yarborough's farm dove hunting or talking.
"If we couldn't put on a show and go to Victory Lane, you felt like you let him down," Hammond said. "He wanted to come here and go home and see Betty Jo and his family with a big smile on his face because he did his job here and that was win."
Yarborough's legacy
Yarborough's toughness on and off the track was never in doubt. That was on display at the 1979 Daytona 500 when he fought with the Allison brothers, Donnie and Bobby.

    


The incident was shown by CBS TV and was a fascinating sidelight to Richard Petty's Daytona win that day. But when it was over, Yarborough might be seen the next race or two joking with the Allisons.
"Back then, racers like Cale did not hold on to grudges like we might see today," Hammond said.
Bubba Wallace remembers racing for Petty's team and listening to the King and his longtime crew chief Dale Inman share stories of Yarborough and other pioneers during NASCAR's founding years.
"It's pretty special to hear and see how much the sport has evolved and changed," Wallace said. "From scheduling, to fans, to whatever it is, it's definitely nice to take a trip down memory lane."
___
AP NASCAR: https://apnews.com/hub/nascar-racing
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                    FILE - South Carolina quarterback LaNorris Sellers (16) crosses into the end zone for a 36-yard rushing touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Vanderbilt, on Nov. 11, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. Sellers, a redshirt freshman, was named the starter this past spring by coach Shane Beamer and will take over for Spencer Rattler, who was the Gamecocks quarterback the past two seasons and now with New Orleans after going in the fifth round of the NFL draft last spring. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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                                        Old Dominion at South Carolina, Saturday, 4:15 p.m. ET (SEC Network)
BetMGM  College Football Odds: South Carolina by 21 points. 
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
South Carolina needs to get off to a fast start because its Southeastern Conference schedule the next few weeks is brutal. After playing ODU, the Gamecocks play Kentucky, LSU, Ole Miss, Alabama and Oklahoma in five of its next six games. Old Dominion played in a Division-I record 11 one-score games last season, going 6-5 in those contests. The Monarchs will need to keep this close early if they hope to have a chance to defeat an SEC team. 
KEY MATCHUP
South Carolina's offensive line against Old Dominion linebacker Jason Henderson. The Gamecocks struggled on the line due to injuries and poor play in its 5-7 season last year. Henderson, who led the country in tackles the past two years, will surely expose any mistakes in trying to rattle the Gamecocks, who have several new starters among their skill positions on offense. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Old Dominion: WR Isiah Paige led the Monarchs last season with 43 catches for 445 yards and two touchdowns. Paige will need to have a big game for Old Dominion to succeed. 




South Carolina: QB LaNorris Sellers is a sophomore who played late games behind starter, current New Orleans Saints passer, Spencer Rattler. Sellers, at 6-foot-3, earned the job coming out of spring and held on to the position despite a push from ex-Auburn starter Robby Ashford. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

South Carolina went 5-7 last season, the first time in coach Shane Beamer's three-year tenure it failed to make the postseason. ... Old Dominion of the Sun Belt Conference went 6-6 in the regular season and played in a bowl game, losing to Western Kentucky 38-35 in the Famous Toastery Bowl in Charlotte, for the second time in three seasons. ... The Gamecocks are 19-3 in games against current Sun Belt football teams. They last played conference member Georgia State 35-14 to open the 2022 season. ... Henderson is 142 tackles away -- he made 170 stops last year -- from breaking the FBS mark held by Troy's Carlton Martial. ... Besides losing Rattler at quarterback, the Gamecocks are minus leading playmaking receiver Xavier Legette, who led the team with 71 catches for 1,255 yards and seven touchdowns. Legette was picked in the first round by the Carolina Panthers. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Then-Ohio University quarterback Kurtis Rourke (7) looks to pass the ball against Northern Illinois during the second half of an NCAA football game on Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023, in Dekalb, Ill. (AP Photo/Kamil Krzaczynski, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - Indiana head coach Curt Cignetti speaks during an NCAA college football news conference at the Big Ten Conference media days at Lucas Oil Stadium, July 25, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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                                        Florida International at Indiana, Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Indiana by 21 1/2.
Series record: Indiana 3-0
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Indiana starts anew after hiring Curt Cignetti, who has never posted a sub-.500 mark in 13 years as a head coach. He doesn't expect to start now. Sure, the last two Hoosiers coaches (Kevin Wilson and Tom Allen) lost their debut games. And, yes, Indiana lost its final three games last season. So winning Saturday's opener would be a promising start. While the unveiling of Florida International's recently renamed Pitbull Stadium won't take place this week, the Golden Panthers are ready for a fresh start after losing their final four games and seven of their last eight in 2023.
KEY MATCHUP
Indiana's passing game vs. FIU's secondary. Cignetti brought four offensive assistants with him from James Madison to assist in the revamped offense. The presumptive starting quarterback, Kurtis Rourke, seems like a perfect fit in this style with his ability to run and throw. But the Panthers also appear strongest in the secondary where they have two safeties who were second-team preseason all-Conference USA selections.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Florida International: LB Reggie Peterson. The fifth-year player had a breakout season in 2023, recording 104 tackles and returning his only interception 61 yards. He was FIU's only first-team selection on the preseason all-conference team and faces a daunting challenge against a bigger, faster foe Saturday.




Indiana: Rourke. The former Ohio quarterback and 2022 Mid-American Conference offensive player of the year might be the most vital of the 30 transfers Cignetti added to the roster. While his dual role is critical to making this offense work, just the possibility of having season-long stability at the position is a major improvement. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Indiana is 6-2 against non-power conference foes since the pandemic-shortened 2020 seasons. Both losses came against Cincinnati. ... Florida International's most recent victory over a power conference was over Miami's better-known football power, the Hurricanes, 30-24 in November 2019. ... Indiana is playing its first home game against a non-conference team since 2015. ... ... Panthers QB Keyone Jenkins started the final 11 games last season and finished with 2,414 yards passing, 11 TDs and 11 interceptions. ... Rourke has thrown for 7,651 yards with 50 TD passes and 16 interceptions while rushing for 828 yards and 11 scores in the four previous seasons. His older brother, Nathan, also played quarterback in the NFL and CFL. ... FIU defensive lineman Jeramy Passmore started his career with the Hoosiers. He returned to his home state in 2021.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Pittsburgh quarterback Eli Holstein drops back to pass during the NCAA college football team's Blue and Gold spring game, April 13, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (Sebastian Foltz/Pittsburgh Post-Gazette via AP, file)
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            Pittsburgh's Nate Yarnell (19) carries the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Duke in Durham, N.C., Nov. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown, file)
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                                        Kent State at Pittsburgh, Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ESPNU)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Pitt by 24.
Series record: Pitt leads 7-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Pitt head coach Pat Narduzzi overhauled the offensive coaching staff in the offseason after going 3-9 in 2023. New offensive coordinator Kade Bell brought in an up-tempo system that piled up plenty of points at Western Carolina. The challenge in his first year with the Panthers will be figuring out how to bring a roster largely comprised of players who were brought in to play a more traditional, pro-style attack up to speed quickly. Narduzzi declined to name a starting quarterback after a months-long competition between Nate Yarnell and Eli Holstein. Both will play against the Golden Flashes, who are coming off a 1-11 season and were picked to finish last in the MAC.
KEY MATCHUP
Pitt's offensive line against Kent State's defensive front. Bell's system spreads the field and asks the quarterbacks to make quick decisions. The Golden Flashes' best bet at pulling off a stunner will be disrupting the timing of whoever is behind center. That may be a hard ask for a defense that gave up 34.6 points per game last year, in the bottom 15 in the FBS.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Kent State: QBs Devin Kargman/Tommy Ulatowski. Pitt isn't the only school yet to make up its mind about its quarterback situation. While Kargman won the starting job in training camp, second-year coach Kenni Burns said he expects both to play against a young Panther defense.




Pitt: TE Gavin Bartholomew. The talented Bartholomew opted to stay with the Panthers rather than head elsewhere in the transfer portal as a sign of respect to Narduzzi, who was the only coach from a Power Five program to offer Bartholomew a scholarship. Bartholomew has NFL size (6-foot-4, 260 pounds) and speed (he's averaging 14.0 yards per catch in his career) but needs to be more involved than he was a year ago, when he had just 18 receptions in 10 games.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Narduzzi is beginning his 10th season with the Panthers, making him the program's longest-tenured coach since John Michelosen spent 11 seasons leading the Panthers from 1955-65. Narduzzi's 65 career wins are second all-time at Pitt, though he has a ways to go before catching Jock Sutherland (111). ... Pitt is 33-5 all-time against MAC teams and 8-1 in season openers under Narduzzi. ... Yarnell or Holstein will become the third different opening-game starter for Pitt in as many years. If Holstein gets the nod during the first series, he will be the third straight transfer to get the nod, following Kedon Slovis in 2022 and Phil Jurkovec last season.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Kansas City Chiefs running back Louis Rees-Zammit warms up before the start of an NFL preseason football game against the Chicago Bears, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga, File)
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            FILE - Kansas City Chiefs running back Louis Rees-Zammit runs back a kickoff during the second half of an NFL preseason football game against the Chicago Bears, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Reed Hoffmann, File)
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                                        JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- Welsh rugby star Louis Rees-Zammit has joined the NFL's Jacksonville Jaguars.
Rees-Zammit arrived at the facility Thursday and signed a contract to be on team's practice squad and was expected to be on the field with teammates afterward.
By signing with Jacksonville, Rees-Zammit could be in London for two NFL games in October. The Jaguars play the Chicago Bears at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium on Oct. 13 and then face the New England Patriots at Wembley Stadium on Oct. 20.
Rees-Zammit signed with two-time defending Super Bowl champion Kansas City in March as part of the NFL's International Player Pathway Program. The running back/receiver was released Tuesday after carrying six times for 22 yards and catching one pass for 3 yards in the preseason.
He landed in Jacksonville, which lost IPPP tight end Patrick Murtagh to a season-ending injury in training camp. The former Australian rules footballer broke his right ankle in practice in early August and was carted off the field in an air cast.

    


Murtagh is rehabbing in Jacksonville and expected to get another shot in 2025.




The 23-year-old Rees-Zammit, one of the best wingers in rugby, announced in January that he was leaving the Welsh national team to pursue a dream of playing in the NFL.
He was one of 15 athletes from eight countries participating in the NFL's international program. The prospects spent 10 weeks training at IMG Academy in Bradenton, Florida, and got a crash course in practicing the fundamentals of football and learning the intricacies of a game most have never played.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rees-Zammit ran an official time of 4.43 in the 40-yard dash when the international players participated in the University of South Florida's pro day. He drew a lot of attention from a crowd that included 51 scouts from 31 teams.
NFL teams get an extra roster spot on their practice squad for an international player.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Former collegiate swimmers Kaitlynn Wheeler, from third left, Riley Gaines, and Grace Countie, who competed in Georgia but aren't from the state, prepare to testify in opposition to transgender athletes in women's sports in front of the state senate's Special Committee on Protecting Women's Sports at the Capitol in Atlanta, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)
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            Lt. Gov. Burt Jones attends the state senate's Special Committee on Protecting Women's Sports meeting at the Capitol in Atlanta, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. Jones created the committee. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)
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            Georgia State Sen. Greg Dolezal, R-Cumming, speaks to press after chairing the state senate's Special Committee on Protecting Women's Sports at the Capitol in Atlanta, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)
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            Former collegiate swimmer Riley Gaines, who competed in Georgia but isn't from the state, testifies in opposition to transgender athletes in women's sports in front of the state senate's Special Committee on Protecting Women's Sports at the Capitol in Atlanta, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)
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            The state senate's Special Committee on Protecting Women's Sports meets to hear testimony from swimmers in opposition to transgender athletes in women's sports at the Capitol in Atlanta, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- A Georgia Senate committee kicked off a new push by Republicans in the state to ban transgender women from participating in women's sports, hearing testimony on Tuesday from five former college swimmers who are suing the NCAA and Georgia Tech over a transgender woman's participation in the 2022 NCAA women's swimming championships.
Transgender participation in women's sports roiled Georgia's General Assembly in 2022, when lawmakers passed a law letting the Georgia High School Association regulate transgender women's participation in sports. The association, mostly made up of public high schools, then banned participation by transgender women in sports events it sponsors.
But conservatives including Lt. Gov. Burt Jones -- a possible Republican contender for governor in 2026 -- have said that law doesn't go far enough and want lawmakers to pass additional laws in 2025. With Jones' current level of command over the Senate, that means that whatever the committee finds, the Senate is likely to take further action in a year when many people will be positioning themselves for 2026 campaigns.

    


"We're here to protect female athletes and that's what we should be doing as legislators," Jones told the committee Tuesday. "And I know that's what we're going to be able to do at the high school level, because we're going to take those reins away from a private organization, from the Georgia High School Association, because as elected officials, that should be our duty. And we're going to protect female sports at our state-run universities and public universities that we fund here in the state of Georgia."




But opponents say Tuesday's focus on the participation in the 2022 event by Lia Thomas, a transgender woman who swam for the University of Pennsylvania and won the 500-meter freestyle, doesn't prove the need for legislation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Many here today are focused on one student who won one title at one championship two years ago," said Cait Smith, the director of LGBTQI+ policy at the liberal-leaning Center for American Progress. "If trans women have such a clear advantage in sports, why do we not see them winning many more championships and filling team rosters at the college level?"

    


At least 23 mostly Republican states have passed laws to restrict transgender women from participating in college and high school sports, and three more states have passed laws to ban participation only at the high school level, according to the Movement Advancement Project, a gay rights group.
Both Republican Sen. Greg Dolezal from Cumming, who is chairing the committee, and the former swimmers repeatedly took aim at Georgia Tech. The university hosted the 2022 championships, and the swimmers say the university shares blame for allowing Thomas to participate and share a locker room with other swimmers. 
Former University of Kentucky swimmer Riley Gaines, whose advocacy on the issue has made her a conservative political star, read an open letter to Georgia Tech President Angel Cabrera.
"You allowed college women to be traumatized and violated on your campus in this way. Why didn't you protect us?" Gaines asked.

    


Dolezal said Georgia Tech and the University System of Georgia declined to testify on Tuesday, citing the lawsuit. But both have denied in court papers that they had any role in deciding whether Thomas would participate or what locker room she would use.
The NCAA has since revised its policy on transgender women's participation, saying it will follow the rules of respective athletics federations. World Aquatics, the swimming governing body, banned transgender women who have been through male puberty from competing in women's races. That means Thomas wouldn't be allowed to swim in NCAA events today.
Many Republicans say they believe a large majority of the public supports their efforts, and there was a push to showcase the issue in 2022 elections. Jeff Graham of Georgia Equality said gay rights groups estimate that conservative groups spent millions on advertising criticizing transgender women's participation in Georgia's 2022 U.S. Senate race seeking to aid Republican Herschel Walker, who lost to Democratic incumbent Raphael Warnock. Gaines made multiple appearances with Warnock, and the issue became a consistent part of Walker's stump speech.

    


Measures restricting transgender women's participation in sports probably could have passed Georgia's conservative Senate this year. The key question is what the more moderate House is willing to agree to. A spokesperson for House Speaker Jon Burns didn't immediately reply to an email seeking comment Tuesday, but opponents of further action have said they got clear signals last year that House leadership wasn't interested. That's in part because more House Republicans face more competitive races with Democrats than in the Senate, where most districts are drawn to place one party firmly in control. ___ This story corrects the spelling of Cait Smith's name, the director of LGBTQI+ policy at the liberal-leaning Center for American Progress. It is not Kate Smith.
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                    Georgia Tech's Zachary Tobe, left, tackles Florida State's DJ Lundy during the NCAA college football game between Georgia Tech and Florida State at the Aviva stadium in Dublin, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Morrison)
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                                        Boston College (0-0, 0-0 ACC) at No. 10 Florida State (0-1, 0-1), Monday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Florida State by 16 1/2.
Series record: Florida State 16-5.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Florida State seeks redemption after a stunning season-opening loss, while Boston College opens the Bill O'Brien era. It's a spotlight game for both programs, which are playing in the only FBS game on Monday night. O'Brien was introduced in mid-February as coach, but he inherits 15 starters. Mike Norvell is desperate for a bounce-back performance as the Seminoles seek a stabilizing win and attempt to defend their ACC title.
KEY MATCHUP
In the opener against Florida State, Georgia Tech racked up 190 yards on 36 carries, with mobile QB Haynes King picking up 54 yards. Now the Seminoles face Boston College QB Thomas Castellanos, who threw for 305 yards and consistently found rushing lanes, gaining 95 yards and a touchdown, in last year's 31-29 home loss to Florida State. If Castellanos is able to break free again, the Seminoles will be in for a long night.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Florida State: QB DJ Uiagalelei completed 70% of his passes for 193 yards in the loss to Georgia Tech and plays his first game inside Doak Campbell Stadium. Norvell wants the Florida State offense to be more explosive, which likely means Uiagalelei will have a green light to throw deep more often.




Boston College: RB Treshaun Ward started his career at Florida State as a walk-on before earning a scholarship as he accumulated 1,241 yards and 12 touchdowns from 2019-22. Ward added a career-best 643 rushing yards and five touchdowns last fall at Kansas State before transferring to Boston College.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Florida State has won five straight in the series but four of those were decided by seven points or less. ... BC is 33-123-1 vs. ranked opponents. The Eagles' last win vs. a ranked team was a 21-20 victory at No. 16 NC State in November 2022. ... The Seminoles have won nine straight home games, the nation's fifth-longest active streak. ... TE Kamari Morales of Tallahassee (Fla.) Lincoln, a transfer from North Carolina, is among the 12 Eagles who attended a Florida high school.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    FILE - Cincinnati running back Corey Kiner scores a touchdown against Pittsburgh during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Pittsburgh, Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        Towson at Cincinnati, Saturday 2:30 p.m. ET (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
A Cincinnati team mostly pieced together with transfers was terrible last year in its Big 12 debut -- finishing 3-9 overall and just 1-8 in the conference. The Bearcats should fare better in coach Scott Satterfield's second season, but the opener against the FCS Towson Tigers may not be much of an indication. This will be the only tune-up game for the Bearcats, who face Pittsburgh in Week 2. The squad from suburban Baltimore is looking for improvement under second-year coach Pete Shinnick. The Tigers finished 5-6 overall and 4-4 in the Coastal Athletic Association. The opener against the Bearcats, the Tigers' only FBS opponent, will be a measuring-stick game.
KEY MATCHUP
Cincinnati's running game vs. Towson's defensive front. Bearcats RB Corey Kiner rushed for 1,047 yards and five touchdowns last season behind an offensive line that returns all five starters.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Towson: The Tigers bring back their best player from a year ago, tight end Carter Runyon. Runyon made 43 receptions for a CAA-best 549 yards and four touchdowns. He was named a preseason FCS All-American.




Cincinnati: QB Brendan Sorsby. The Bearcats are hoping the Indiana transfer can reinvigorate their offense and create more explosive plays.
FACTS & FIGURES
Cincinnati's defense allowed 176.9 yards per game in 2023. That ranked 111th nationally. ... The Bearcats lost Jalen Hunt and Mikah Coleman from last year's defensive line. The team's best player, DT Dontay Corleone, has been sidelined because of blood clots. ... Last year's starting QB at Towson, Nathan Kent, competed throughout training camp with Carlos Davis, who is at his fourth school in as many years. .... Towson TE Carter Runyon was a second-team FCS All-American last year, recording 43 catches for 543 yards and four touchdowns. ... Sorsby was named Cincinnati's starting quarterback after a close competition with returner Brady Lichtenberg and true freshman Samaj Jones.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Michigan defensive lineman Mason Graham (55) rushes against East Carolina in the second half of an NCAA college football game in Ann Arbor, Mich., Saturday, Sept. 2, 2023. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - Michigan tight end Colston Loveland catches a pass against Indiana in the second half of an NCAA college football game in Ann Arbor, Mich., Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - Michigan quarterback Alex Orji runs for a touchdown during the NCAA college football team's spring game in Ann Arbor, Mich., Saturday, April 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            FILE - Michigan defensive back Will Johnson celebrates after an interception against Washington during the second half of the national championship NCAA College Football Playoff game, Monday, Jan. 8, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)
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            FILE - Michigan head coach Sherrone Moore speaks during an NCAA college football news conference at the Big Ten Conference media days at Lucas Oil Stadium, July 25, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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                                        Fresno State at No. 9 Michigan, Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (NBC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Michigan by 21 1/2. 
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Wolverines want to repeat as national champions and in Sherrone Moore's debut as their full-time coach, the team can't afford to overlook a program that has won 29 games over the last three years. Fresno State's interim coach, Tim Skipper, has a chance to improve his chances of keeping the job with a strong showing at the Big House.
KEY MATCHUP
Michigan DTs Mason Graham and Kenneth Grant against Fresno State's offensive line. Graham and Grant may be the best interior lineman in college football and if they're consistently collapsing the pocket, that's going to be a big problem for the Bulldogs. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Fresno State: QB Mikey Keene threw for nearly 3,000 yards with 24 TDs and 10 INTs. In a season-opening win at Purdue, he threw for 366 yards with four TDs and one INT.

    


Michigan: QBs Alex Orji and Davis Warren separated themselves from the competition to succeed J.J. McCarthy and each may get a shot to take snaps in the opener.
FACTS & FIGURES
Moore, previously Michigan's offensive coordinator, was promoted when Jim Harbaugh bolted to coach the Los Angeles Chargers. ... Skipper, who was linebackers coach, was named interim coach on July 15 after Jeff Tedford announced he was stepping down because of health concerns. He also filled in for Tedford in last year's bowl game. ... Michigan is defending a national championship for the first time since 1997. ... Fresno State has won one of 12 games against top-10 teams, beating then-No. 10 Oregon State at home with quarterback David Carr at quarterback in 2001. ... The Wolverines will try not to look ahead to next week's highly anticipated matchup at home against No. 4 Texas.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Texas A&M head coach Mike Elko speaks during Southeastern Conference NCAA college football media days, Thursday, July 18, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)
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            FILE - Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman looks on against Clemson during an NCAA college football game, Nov. 4, 2023, in Clemson, S.C. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman, File)
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            FILE - Duke quarterback Riley Leonard (13) looks for a receiver during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Florida State, Oct. 21, 2023, in Tallahassee, Fla. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)
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                                        No. 7 Notre Dame at No. 20 Texas A&M, Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas A&M by 3.
Series record: Notre Dame 3-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Coach Marcus Freeman and the Fighting Irish look to build on last year's 10-3 campaign and establish themselves as national title contenders when they meet Texas A&M for the first time since 2001. The Aggies look to make a statement in the first game under new coach Mike Elko. The former Texas A&M defensive coordinator, who was hired after a successful run at Duke, replaces Jimbo Fisher, who was fired near the end of a sixth disappointing season at the school where the team finished 7-6. 
KEY MATCHUP
Texas A&M QB Conner Weigman vs. Notre Dame's secondary. Weigman returns after sustaining a season-ending foot injury in the fourth game last season. He was playing well before the injury and threw for more than 300 yards in two of his three full games and had eight touchdown passes combined in his first three games. Saturday he'll face a secondary that boasts two of the top defensive backs in the country in CB Benjamin Morrison and S Xavier Watts. Watts won the Bronko Nagurski Trophy as the nation's best defensive player last season after tying for first in the country with seven interceptions and Morrison is projected to be an NFL first-round pick for his shutdown corner skills.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Notre Dame: QB Riley Leonard. The dual-threat QB transferred to Notre Dame after spending three seasons at Duke, including the last two under Elko. Leonard played just seven games last season due to injuries. But he threw for 2,794 yards and 20 touchdowns while running for 636 yards and 11 more scores in leading Duke to nine wins in 2022.




Texas A&M: DE Nic Scourton. The 6-foot-4, 285-pound Scourton, who spent the last two seasons at Purdue, was named a second team preseason AP All American. He led the Big Ten and ranked eighth in the nation with 10 sacks in 2023.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The first three meetings between these teams were in the Cotton Bowl. ... This will be the second time Notre Dame has visited Kyle Field. ... Notre Dame has won six of its last seven season openers. ... WR Kris Mitchell joined the Fighting Irish after spending four seasons at Florida International, where he had a career-high 1,118 yards receiving last year. ... The Aggies led the SEC with 42 sacks last season and were second with 99 tackles for losses. ... Texas A&M LB Taurean York started 13 games as a freshman last year, piling up 74 tackles, including 7 1/2 for losses.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Miami head coach Mario Cristobal speaks with the media following NCAA college football practice, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Coral Gables, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            FILE - Florida head coach Billy Napier roams the sidelines during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Missouri Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Columbia, Mo. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Miami quarterback Cam Ward aims a pass during NCAA college football practice, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, in Coral Gables, Fla. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)
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            FILE - Florida quarterback Graham Mertz, left, looks for a receiver as defensive lineman Cam Jackson puts on pressure during the NCAA college football team's spring game, Saturday, April 13, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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            FILE - Florida running back Montrell Johnson Jr. (2) outruns Florida State defensive back Conrad Hussey (12), defensive back Akeem Dent, back center, and defensive back Fentrell Cypress II, right, on a 52-yard run during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Nov. 25, 2023, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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            FILE - Florida head coach Billy Napier roams the sidelines during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Missouri Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Columbia, Mo. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)
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                                        GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- Miami coach Mario Crisobal and Florida counterpart Billy Napier will be in the spotlight -- under interrogation lamps, really -- as much as quarterbacks Cam Ward and Graham Mertz when the No. 19 Hurricanes play at the Swamp on Saturday.
The close friends and former Alabama assistants enter their third seasons trying to erase whatever negativity carried over from last year's late-season slides and regain support from frustrated fanbases.
It's not a must-win scenario for either. But it sure seems like a can't-falter situation.
"For me, it's about our players, it's about this staff," Napier said. "That's the cool thing about football. I can remember growing up as the son of a high school coach. When the season's over and the playoffs are finished, the state champion holds the trophy up, we're back to 0-0.
"There's a new team in the weight room, on the practice field, then you have the same ambition and the same goals. ... This game is the start of the story of the 2024 Gators."

    


Napier wants it to be a best seller. He expects it to be a much better read that the first two books.




Napier is 11-14 so far in Gainesville, including 1-8 against rivals Florida State, Georgia, LSU and Tennessee and 0-2 against longtime league doormat Kentucky. His tenure has been rife with dysfunction that ranges from clock-management mistakes to basic fundamentals like having 11 men on the field for every play.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Gators dropped five in a row to end 2023 and missed a bowl for the third time since 1990. Napier responded by layering nearly every aspect of his program.
He hired a new defensive coordinator, a new special teams coach, a new strength and conditioning coach, added a co-offensive coordinator and even replaced the team nutritionist. He also turned to the transfer portal to add more playmakers around Mertz and rebuild a defense that was among the worst in the Southeastern Conference in 2023.

    


"This is a game where we can put that on full display, put it on tape," linebacker Shemar James said. "Show the country we're here to take over in 2024."
The Hurricanes, meanwhile, looked poised to compete for the Atlantic Coast Conference crown in Cristobal's second year. But then they squandered a seemingly sure victory against Georgia Tech -- few have forgotten "Mario Kneel the Ball" -- and lost four of five down the stretch.
Cristobal is 12-13 at his alma mater. Like Napier, he turned to the transfer portal for help, landing Ward (Washington State), running back Damien Martinez (Oregon State) and receiver Sam Brown (Houston). The trio, along with one of the best defensive fronts in the league, could make the Canes contenders again.
There might not be a better opportunity to showcase all those anticipated improvements than in the Swamp amid the renewal of a once-heated rivalry.
"While all the noise, the juice, the hype is going on around us, the most important thing for us is the work, making sure every single day that we're focused on winning that particular day so we can get better and go get it done," Cristobal said.

    


Swamp mystique
Ward was 4-7 on the road in two years at Washington State and has dropped five in a row away from home. His first test with the Canes comes in one of college football's most daunting venues. The Swamp has rattled a number of first-time visitors, including Tennessee's Joe Milton (2023), Missouri's Brady Cook (2022), Auburn's Bo Nix (2019), LSU's Joe Burrow (2018), Missouri's Drew Lock (2016) and South Carolina's Connor Shaw (2012).
"Playing there is not an easy thing to do," Ward said. "We're up for a challenge and we've got to rise to the occasion."
Teammates reunite
The matchup includes two starters from last year's national championship game. Miami safety Mishael Powell and Florida safety Asa Turner were teammates at Washington for five years before landing in the Sunshine State. Any trash talk?
"Just a little bit," Turner said. "It's going to be a good experience."
Streak at stake
Florida has won 33 consecutive home openers, an NCAA-leading streak that started after losing to Ole Miss in 1989. It's been mostly cupcakes since, although Oklahoma State (1990), Kentucky (1992), No. 23 Tennessee (2017), Ole Miss (2020) and No. 7 Utah (2022) are on the list.

    


___
AP Sports Writer Tim Reynolds in Coral Gables contributed to this report.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Cleveland Browns quarterback Tyler Huntley (10) takes the snap against the Minnesota Vikings during the second half of an NFL preseason football game, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/David Richard)
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            Cleveland Browns quarterback Tyler Huntley looks to pass against the Minnesota Vikings during the second half of an NFL preseason football game, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/David Richard)
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            Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson (4) gestures during a joint NFL football practice with the Minnesota Vikings, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024, in Berea, Ohio. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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                                        BEREA, Ohio (AP) -- The Browns have thrown away one of their quarterbacks.
Cleveland released quarterback Tyler Huntley on Thursday, leaving them with three QBs heading into the season after they were forced to start five in 2023 amid a rash of injuries at the position.
Huntley was signed as a free agent in March to give the club more depth. He became the odd-man out after second-year quarterback Dorian Thompson-Robinson outplayed him by having a strong camp and preseason.
Huntley threw three touchdown passes last week in Cleveland's exhibition finale.
The Browns will head into their season opener on Sept. 8 against Dallas with three QBs: Deshaun Watson, Jameis Winston and Thompson-Robinson, who made three starts and played in eight games as a rookie last year.
With a roster spot free, the team also re-signed veteran running back D'Onta Foreman, who had his contract terminated on Monday. The Browns are light in backfield depth as they wait for star running back Nick Chubb to return from knee surgeries.

    


Foreman had a scary moment in the first days of training camp in West Virginia. He had to be flown by helicopter to a hospital in Virginia after experiencing neck and back pain after taking a hard hit.




Foreman missed a week of camp but played in Cleveland's final two exhibitions, scoring a touchdown against Minnesota.
As they maneuver their roster, the Browns also restructured Watson's contract for the third time. Cleveland is converting $44.79 million of Watson's $46 million base salary this season into a signing bonus.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The move will open over $35 million in salary-cap space.
Watson signed a fully guaranteed $230 million contract over five years with the Browns in 2022. The three-time Pro Bowler in Houston agreed to the deal after he initially turned down Cleveland's offers.
Browns general manager Andrew Berry and his staff have made a habit of redoing deals with top players in recent years to give the team financial flexibility.

    


Huntley, 26, signed a one-year deal at the league minimum with Cleveland after being Lamar Jackson's primary backup in Baltimore the past three seasons. He went 3-7 in 10 starts for the Ravens.
Huntley will likely land somewhere else as teams look to protect themselves at the game's most vital position.
No team was hit harder last season at QB than the Browns, who only had Watson for six starts before he underwent season-ending shoulder surgery. In November, Cleveland signed free agent Joe Flacco, who went 4-1 in five starts and got the Browns to the playoffs.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                    FILE - Ohio State wide receiver Emeka Egbuka looks to block during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Michigan, Nov. 25, 2023, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/David Dermer, File)
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                                        Akron at No. 2 Ohio State, Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (CBS)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ohio State by 50 1/2.
Series record: Ohio State leads 4-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
With 16 returning starters and a few important additions from the transfer portal, the Buckeyes have all the tools to compete for a Big Ten title and national championship. The opener against Akron shouldn't require much heavy lifting, but it will give Ohio State a chance to work out the wrinkles. The Buckeyes will have plenty of chances to do that, with home games against another MAC school, Western Michigan, and Marshall before facing Michigan State on the road Sept. 28. Akron has been terrible since finishing 7-7 in 2017, including 2-10 the past two seasons.
KEY MATCHUP
Ohio State WR Emeka Egbuka vs. Akron's secondary. Egbuka, now out from under the shadow of superstar Marvin Harrison Jr., is poised for a huge season. PLAYERS TO WATCH

    


Akron: Fifth-year transfer QB Ben Finley will try to lend some stability to an offense that hasn't had much the past few years. Finley is a career backup who played three years at North Carolina State before transferring to Cal for his fourth. The Zips used three quarterbacks during the disappointing 2023 season.




Ohio State: The Buckeyes have many, but it will be interesting to see how Kansas State transfer QB Will Howard runs the offense and distributes the ball to his offensive weapons. 
FACTS & FIGURES
Ohio State beat Akron 59-7 in their last meeting in 2021. ... In their four meetings, the closest was a 28-14 Buckeyes victory in 2001. In the next three games, Ohio State outscored the Zips 121-9. ... Akron has won seven games over the last five seasons, just four against FBS teams. ... Five of last year's losses by the Zips were by a touchdown or less; four of those by three or fewer points. ... Besides Howard, the Buckeyes have other transfers expected to play key roles, including running back Quinshon Judkins (Ole Miss), safety Caleb Downs (Alabama) and center Seth McLaughlin (Alabama). ... Freshman QB Julian Sayin is also an Alabama transfer. ... Akron DE CJ Nunnally IV was first-team All-MAC last season and is considered one of the best pass-rushers in the conference. ... The Zips also return its two top tacklers from last season, linebackers Antavious Fish (95) and Bryan McCoy (94). ... Akron coach Joe Moorhead was the offensive coordinator for Oregon in 2021 when the Ducks upset Ohio State 35-28 in the Shoe.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    FILE - Duke wide receiver Jordan Moore (8) catches a touchdown pass against North Carolina defensive back Armani Chatman (9) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 11, 2023, in Chapel Hill, N.C. (AP Photo/Chris Seward, File)
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                                        Elon at Duke, Friday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ACC Network Extra)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Duke by 23 1/2.
Series record: Duke leads 7-0-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
This is Duke's debut under new coach Manny Diaz, who took over after Mike Elko left for Texas A&M after two seasons of rapid success. Diaz spent the past two seasons as defensive coordinator at Penn State and is making his return to the sideline as a head coach for the first time since his ouster from Miami in 2021. Diaz went 21-15 in three seasons with the Hurricanes. The Phoenix are a Championship Subdivision program from the Coastal Athletic Association. Elon is picked to finish sixth in that 16-team league and is chasing its first win against a Bowl Subdivision program.
KEY MATCHUP
Duke QB Maalik Murphy vs. Elon's defensive front. The Texas transfer beat out Grayson Loftis for the starting job in preseason, giving the 6-foot-5, 230-pound passer runway as a starter after working as a reserve for the College Football Playoff-bound Longhorns last year. Murphy appeared in seven games and had two starts with Texas, which had followed him creating a buzz in that year's spring game. He'll face a defense that has traditionally had success in getting after quarterbacks; Elon ranked 13th in the FCS ranks in sacks (2.83) in 2022 and 21st last year (2.55).

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Elon: QB Matthew Downing. The seventh-year passer came on last year, averaging 294 yards passing for the final four games after failing to crack the 200-yard mark in any of the first seven games last year. He has previous stops at Georgia, TCU and Louisiana Tech.




Duke: WR Jordan Moore. He's the top target in the new offense coordinated by Jonathan Brewer with nearly 1,500 career receiving yards to go with 13 touchdowns, eight of those coming last year.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Diaz won 16 Atlantic Coast Conference games at Miami, second only to Clemson in that span. ... Duke's nine ACC wins in the past two seasons nearly matches its total win total for the three seasons before Elko's arrival (10-25 from 2019-21). ... The Blue Devils won 52-13 in the most recent meeting in 2014. ... This is the third straight season that Elon will open on the road against a power-conference foe after losing at Wake Forest last year and at Vanderbilt in 2022. ... Elon last won an opener on the road in 2006. ... The Phoenix's 14 returning offensive and defensive starters are second-most in the CAA.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    FILE - Oklahoma head football coach Brent Venables speaks during Southeastern Conference NCAA college football media days Tuesday, July 16, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Jeffrey McWhorter, File)
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                                        Temple at No. 16 Oklahoma, Friday, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oklahoma by 42 1/2.
Series record: Tied 1-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Oklahoma looks to gain traction in its first season as a member of the Southeastern Conference. Losing to an American Athletic Conference team coming off a 3-9 season would be a nightmare for Sooners coach Brent Venables. The College Football Playoff has been expanded to 12 teams and should allow for some teams to get in with losses, but a defeat here would leave no margin for error. Temple coach Stan Drayton has a 6-18 record in two years at the school and could use a boost.
KEY MATCHUP
Oklahoma QB Jackson Arnold vs. Temple's secondary. Arnold is talented, but the former five-star recruit is heading into just his second career start. He passed for 361 yards with two touchdowns and three interceptions in a loss to Arizona in the Alamo Bowl last season. He'll face a mostly new defensive backfield that includes two new starting cornerbacks.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Oklahoma: RB Gavin Sawchuk. He led the team with 744 yards rushing last season and finished the year with five consecutive games with at least 100 yards. He's good between the tackles, the kind of back who can churn up big yardage while helping Oklahoma eat up the clock. If the Sooners get ahead early, Sawchuk is a threat to put up big numbers.




Temple: WR Dante Wright. Temple's top returning receiver caught 39 passes for 507 yards and four touchdowns last season. He has 2,183 yards receiving in his career.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This will be the first Friday night home game at Oklahoma's Memorial Stadium. ... Temple beat Oklahoma 14-7 in their most recent meeting in 1942. Oklahoma won the first meeting 9-6 in 1940. ... The Sooners have won 17 straight home openers, with their most recent loss coming in 2005. ... This is the 25th straight year Oklahoma has opened the season ranked in the AP Top 25. ... Temple ranks fourth in the FBS with 43 scholarship newcomers and second in fewest returning players with 58.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Detroit Lions running back Jermar Jefferson rushes for a 7-yard touchdown during the second half of an NFL preseason football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)
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                                        ALLEN PARK, Mich. (AP) -- Expectations for the Detroit Lions have never been higher. General manager Brad Holmes made it clear on Thursday morning he's not lowering the bar.
"For this season? Win the Super Bowl," he said.
For decades, the notion of the Lions raising the Lombardi Trophy in February was laughable. Everything changed last season when Detroit fell one win short of reaching the Super Bowl for the first time, as it gave away a 17-point, third-quarter lead in a 34-31 loss to San Francisco in the NFC Championship Game.
The Lions advanced to the conference title game by winning two playoff contests in one postseason for the first time since capturing the 1957 NFL title.
Holmes and head coach Dan Campbell were hired in January 2021 to turn around the fortunes of the downtrodden franchise. They've made shrewd decisions in the draft and free agency, as well as a key 2021 trade for quarterback Jared Goff, to reach this point.

    


"We've kept our approach and our process very consistent in terms of how we build it, the opportunities that we provide players, and that's what gives us confidence," Holmes said. "We've been saying it since Day 1, we want to get better every single year and we've done that, and we plan to continue to do that."




Goff signed a four-year, $212 million extension during the spring. Goff threw for 4,575 yards and 30 touchdowns during the regular season and four more touchdowns during the team's postseason run.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He's the right guy. He's the leader for us," Holmes said. "He didn't need a contract to go out there and do what he does on the field, he truly earned that. I have not seen a change in him."
The biggest question during training camp was who would win the backup job behind Goff after Teddy Bridgewater retired. Hendon Hooker, a third-round 2023 draft pick who sat out last season while recovering from a knee injury, emerged as the No. 2 quarterback during preseason games.

    


Veteran Nate Sudfeld was released and Jake Fromm, added late in camp, was signed to the practice squad.
"You see the ability and the talent he has," Holmes said of Hooker. "He gave a lot of life and spark to the offense when he had his opportunities."
Holmes also anticipates wide receiver Jameson Williams, a 2022 first-round selection, will build off his NFC Championship performance when he scored rushing and receiving touchdowns. The Lions are looking for Williams to provide a consistent deep threat to complement two-time Pro Bowl selection Amon-Ra St. Brown.
"He's an exciting kid to watch play and I'm expecting big things out of him this year and I'm sure he is, too," Holmes said. "I know how the kid's built, and I know how he's wired. There's no lack of confidence."
Like Goff, St. Brown and First Team All-Pro offensive tackle Penei Sewell were signed to four-year extensions during the spring.
"When the organization takes care of your top guys, it sends a message in the locker room that, 'Hey, they're about the right things,'" assistant GM Ray Agnew said.
Placekicking became an issue early in camp when incumbent Michael Badgley suffered a torn hamstring. Jake Bates, the kicker for the UFL's Michigan Panthers this year, impressed in the preseason but Holmes is looking to add an alternative for the practice squad.

    


Veterans Tim Patrick and Allen Robinson were signed to the practice squad this week to provide depth at wide receiver.
The Lions open the regular season on Sept. 8 at home with a Sunday night showdown against the Los Angeles Rams. Detroit pulled out a 24-23 victory over the Rams in the wild card round of the playoffs.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- A pre-start mistake cost American Magic a point on the opening day of the 37th America's Cup near the Barcelona beachfront on Thursday.
The boat representing the New York Yacht Club fell off its foils in low-wind conditions before the race start against INEOS Britannia. By the time the monohull got back up to speed the British had already crossed the start line and built a 700-meter lead.
The Brits earned the winning point, but skipper Ben Ainslie was downbeat after seeing the Americans eat up a large part of the huge lead they gifted his boat. American Magic finished only 12 second behind INEOS.
"It's good to get the point on the board, but I must say that the Americans got back in it," Ainslie said. "We have work to do."
The Americans were left ruing what might have been.
"That is really frustrating down at the start area," American Magic helmsman Tom Slingsby said. "But the guys did an amazing job."

    


French team Orient Racing Express beat Switzerland's Alinghi Red Bull Racing after passing them halfway through the six-leg race.
Two-time defending champion Emirates Team New Zealand edged Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli, but the point didn't count since New Zealand, as the cup defender, is guaranteed a spot in the finals.




The Italians bounced back by beating Orient Express by nearly 1 1/2 minutes.
The opening double round robin phase of the America's Cup will eliminate the weakest of the five challengers by Sept. 8.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

All of the teams will race one-on-one twice. New Zealand will participate in this phase and then drop out of the following two-round playoffs and await the survivor in the final to be held in October.
New Zealand is aiming for a third straight cup win after being victorious in 2017 in Bermuda and 2021 in Auckland. The Kiwis brought the cup to Barcelona saying it was necessary to guarantee the financial security of the team and a competition that would attract enough sponsors. Fashion and luxury goods designer Louis Vuitton has returned as the official sponsor of the race, and the trophy is secured in a custom Louis Vuitton case when it travels.
The America's Cup is the world oldest international sports trophy. Only four countries - the U.S., New Zealand, Australia and Switzerland - have ever won it.
Spain's King Felipe VI, who sailed in the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona, was in attendance on day one.
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            FILE - Dylan Raiola chats with supporters courtside before an NCAA college basketball game between Nebraska and Indiana, Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024, in Lincoln, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - Nebraska quarterback Dylan Raiola throws passes for teammates during the NCAA college football team's NFL Pro Day, March 20, 2024 in Lincoln, Neb. (Anna Reed/Omaha World-Herald via AP, File)
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                                        UTEP at Nebraska, Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Nebraska by 27 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Nebraska, which hasn't won an opener since 2019, expect to make a big jump in Matt Rhule's second season. The game marks the debut of freshman quarterback Dylan Raiola, the highest-ranked recruit ever signed by the Cornhuskers. UTEP, which has had just two winning seasons since 2006, begins the Scotty Walden era. The 34-year-old Walden, who lost three of four games as Southern Mississippi's interim coach in 2020, takes over for Dana Dimel after going 26-14 at Austin Peay. Eleven of his Austin Peay players followed him to El Paso.
KEY MATCHUP
Raiola will make his first career start against a UTEP defense that returns nine starters but will be playing in a new 3-3-5 system. The key for Raiola will be to take care of the ball -- turnovers have been the Huskers' biggest problem for two years -- and establish rhythm with an upgraded group of receivers. The Miners will try to pressure Raiola with edge rusher Maurice Westmoreland, who was second in Conference USA last season with 7.5 sacks.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
UTEP: QB Cade McConnell or Skyler Locklear. Walden said he planned to name his starter by Thursday. McConnell started the final six games last season and led the Miners with 1,437 yards passing and six touchdowns passes. Locklear played in a combined four games in two seasons at Austin Peay.




Nebraska: DL Jimari Butler has added 15 pounds to his 6-foot-5 frame to get up to 260 and is poised for a breakout year after recording a team-best 5.5 sacks a year ago.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

UTEP is opening against a power-conference opponent for the first time since 2017. ... Miners are 0-3 against the Big Ten, losing 38-7 at Northwestern last year. Nebraska is 8-1 against Conference USA, its only loss coming to Southern Miss in 2004. ... Nebraska hasn't won more than five games in a season since 2016. ... Rhule says RBs Rahmir Johnson, Emmett Johnson, Gabe Ervin Jr. and Dante Dowdell all will play. ... Huskers' kicking situation is uncertain. Tristan Alvano, the starter a year ago, is recovering from offseason groin surgery.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Alabama wide receiver Ryan Williams (2) reaches for a pass during NCAA college football practice, Wednesday, July 31, 2024, at the Thomas-Drew Practice Fields in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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                                        The Kalen DeBoer era finally shifts from the headlines to the sidelines.
No. 5 Alabama's new coach and Nick Saban's successor leads the defending Southeastern Conference champion Crimson Tide onto the field on a Saturday night for the first time against Western Kentucky. It's the first look at DeBoer's new team, even if much more telling games lie ahead. The Tide are favored by 30 1/2 points.
Much of the offseason talk has been about replacing a coach who led Alabama to six national titles and won another one at LSU. This week, it's about the team and how it performs on the field under a coach who led Washington to the national championship game last season.
"When you're prepared well, you're going to be confident," DeBoer said. "That's the whole key and it just doesn't start this week. It's something that's been ongoing since the staff got here, since the first day of workouts in the winter.

    


"There's just a mind-set that's been happening. We talk about creating an attitude, not installing special plays that help your attitude. You create your attitude all year long."
Milroe's Return
Jalen Milroe returns after a season that included an early-season benching and ultimately a sixth-place finish in the Heisman Trophy balloting. Milroe is the unquestioned leader of the Tide's offense this go-around, a strong-armed passer who accounted for 35 total touchdowns last season (23 passing, 12 rushing).




Tide Playmakers
There's no shortage of candidates to replace Alabama's departed top receivers and running backs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tailbacks Jam Miller and Justice Haynes figure to shoulder much of the load in the running game, but there are other former blue-chip recruits behind them.
The Tide must also replace the top three receivers from last season. The big names to watch include Washington transfer Germie Bernard and freshman Ryan Williams, one of the nation's top prospects. Returning players like Kobe Prentice and Kendrick Law could play bigger roles.

    


"We have six solid guys for sure and there's a couple of others that are pushing really hard, too," DeBoer said.
New at WKU
Quarterback TJ Finley, who's on his fourth college stop, heads a long list of newcomers at Western Kentucky. Coach Tyson Helton brought in 53 new players, including 33 transfers. The 6-foot-7, 238-pound Finley is a former LSU and Auburn quarterback who had a breakthrough season at Texas State in 2023.
Finley passed for 3,439 yards and 24 touchdowns against eight interceptions last season. His targets figure to include transfers Kisean Johnson (Alabama State) and Bryce Childress (New Mexico State).
Winning Openers
It has been just shy of 23 years since Alabama lost a season opener. The Tide have opened 22 straight seasons with victories since losing 20-17 to UCLA on Sept. 1, 2001. DeBoer has an 8-1 record in openers as a head coach, with the only loss coming at Fresno State, 34-19 to Hawaii in the COVID-shortened 2020 season. That game was played on Oct. 24.
Special teams
Alabama's kicking game should be top-notch again. The new placekicker is Graham Nicholson, who won the Lou Groza Award last season for Miami of Ohio. He'll replace the FBS's all-time leading scorer Will Reichard.

    


Punter James Burnip is also back after averaging 47.6 yards per punt, the second highest average in a season for the Tide (minimum 50 kicks).
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Sri Lanka's Asitha Fernando bowls during day one of the second Test cricket match between England and Sri Lanka, at Lord's, in London, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (John Walton/PA via AP)
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            Sri Lanka's Lahiru Kumara celebrates taking the wicket of England's Dan Lawrence, during day one of the men's Test cricket match between England and Sri Lanka, at Lord's, in London, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (John Walton/PA via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Joe Root was holding England's innings together while closing in on his 33rd test century as Sri Lanka made further inroads before tea on day one of the second match at Lord's on Thursday.
England was 200-5 at the end of the second session, with Root on 81 and in the middle with allrounder Chris Woakes (6 not out) with only the tail to come.
Harry Brook (33) and Jamie Smith (21) were the batters to depart after lunch as Sri Lanka continued to prosper after putting England in on a glorious day at the home of cricket in northwest London.
Brook was trapped lbw by seamer Asitha Fernando and Smith feathered behind off Milan Rathnayake.
Root, who anchored England to victory in the first test in Manchester last week, was set after going past fifty for the 97th time in tests. Only Sachin Tendulkar (119), Jacques Kallis (103), Ricky Ponting (103) and Rahul Dravid (99) have done so more times.

    


England was its own worst enemy before lunch.
While probing bowling by recalled pacer Lahiru Kumara accounted for Dan Lawrence nicking behind for 9, stand-in captain Ollie Pope and Ben Duckett will feel an element of regret after choosing the wrong shot and getting themselves out.




Pope (1) got cramped up after opting to pull Fernando and misjudged his shot that looped up into the hands of Sri Lanka captain Dhananjaya de Silva running to square leg.
That made it 42-2, and it was 82-3 when Duckett (40) top-edged a reverse sweep off the fourth ball of spinner Prabath Jayasuriya's first over and was caught near the boundary by Kumara.
Sri Lanka's bowling attack was offering more penetration than in the five-wicket loss at Old Trafford.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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            FILE - Williams driver Franco Colapinto of Argentina steers his car at the Silverstone racetrack in Silverstone, England, July 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)
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                                        MONZA, Italy (AP) -- Rookie driver Franco Colapinto laughed off comparisons to Lionel Messi as he prepares to become the first Argentine to race in Formula One for 23 years.
Colapinto has been drafted by Williams to replace the axed Logan Sargeant for the rest of the season, starting this week at the Italian Grand Prix.
The 21-year-old Colapinto, who is sixth in the F2 standings, becomes the first driver from Argentina to race in F1 since Gaston Mazzacane in 2001 -- and excitement back in his home country has reached fever pitch, with some even likening him to soccer great Messi.
"It's very difficult to feel as Lionel Messi, I don't know how it is to feel that," a bemused Colapinto said at Monza on Thursday.
"But sometimes I see that they compare me and I'm like, you guys are crazy, like Messi is God, it's like you cannot, how are you comparing me?"

    


Colapinto was preparing to race in F2 this weekend at Monza and found out only on Monday that he would instead be making the step up.
He has driven only one practice session for Williams, at the British GP last month using Sargeant's car. But he said the hours he has put in in the simulator and conversations with the engineers will help him with the steep learning curve.




"It's an opportunity that I've always been ready for, that I've been waiting for for so long, since I was a young kid I was always dreaming of this coming true and happening," Colapinto said. "I'm extremely grateful for this opportunity.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It came very late of course but I'm always ready, I wasn't expecting it to be honest. And I cannot explain how happy I am to be here with Williams, they have been very supportive and the opportunity that they have given me is insane."
There is also little pressure on Colapinto.
Whatever happens in the remaining nine races, he knows he will not be in the seat next year, with Carlos Sainz Jr. moving from Ferrari to Williams to partner Alex Albon for 2025.

    


"My main focus is myself. Trying to do the best job I can ... and trying to learn as quick as possible," Colapinto said.
"I am going step by step, race by race, corner by corner. I have no idea about next year. It's an amazing news to have. I can't be more than grateful for this chance to be doing it here."
Sargeant left F1 with one point in 36 race starts since he joined Williams at the start of the 2023 season. His best finish was 11th this season, a year in which Williams gave him clear performance goals to keep his seat through the end of the season.
Sargeant crashed heavily in practice at last week's Dutch GP and finished 16th in the race.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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                    FILE - University of Tennessee's new Director of Athletics Danny White speaks during a press conference in Knoxville, Tenn., Friday, Jan. 22, 2021. (Caitie McMekin/Knoxville News Sentinel via AP, Pool, File, File)
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                                        Tennessee athletic director Danny White has a new contract extension bumping his pay to $2.75 million a year and extending his deal into 2030 with incentives included if the Vols reach the new College Football Playoffs along with rewards for teams winning Southeastern Conference titles and reaching the NCAA Tournament.
Chancellor Donde Plowman announced the new deal signed earlier this month on Thursday, rewarding White for Tennessee winning the SEC regular-season title in men's basketball and the program's first national championship in baseball. Plowman first hired White away from Central Florida in January 2021, and he has overseen a drastic renovation in the Volunteers' athletic program and its success that earned him an extension in 2023.
"When Danny says he and his team of exceptional athletics administrators and coaches are working to build the best athletics department in the country, those are not just empty words," Plowman said. "Danny is visionary -- a leader in our conference and across the country -- and is focused every day on creating the very best experiences for our student-athletes, our fans and our athletics department. That focus and commitment are yielding extraordinary results across all sports."

    


White started a campaign in 2021 to raise $500 million by 2026, which has reached $559 million. He has overseen renovations of Neyland Stadium and the baseball stadium.




He had been scheduled to be paid $2.2 million. This deal, good through July 31, 2030, rewards White for being one of only two Power Five schools to send every team to the postseason this past year. That's a first for Tennessee. The Vols also finished third in the Learfield Directors' Cup standings for the first time since the award started in 1993 while winning a third straight SEC All-Sports Trophy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The amended contract includes incentives for Tennessee's academic progress rate. The Vols posted its best GPAs as an athletic department over the past year, and the Tennessee Fund also just raised $139.7 million in the fiscal year ending June 30.

    


All 14,500 season tickets for men's basketball already have sold out for the upcoming season, and No. 15 Tennessee, which opens the football season Saturday hosting Chattanooga, has a waiting list of at least 15,000 for season tickets.
White thanked Tennessee's leadership from Plowman to system president Randy Boyd along with fans for their support.
"Together we have an opportunity to build something extraordinary on Rocky Top," White said. "I believe that the momentum we've built in our first few years is only the beginning of a much more profound story."
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Chelsea's Noni Madueke celebrates after scoring his side's second goal during the Europa Conference League play-off first leg soccer match between Chelsea and Servette, at Stamford Bridge stadium in London, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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                                        Angel Gomes and Noni Madueke were among the newcomers in a fresh-looking England squad named by interim coach Lee Carsley on Thursday to usher in the start of the post-Gareth Southgate era.
On a day when Kieran Trippier, one of Southgate's most trusted players, retired from international duty, England looked to the future by picking four players who will hope for their first senior caps against Ireland and Finland in the Nations League.
Gomes might be the most unexpected. He is a technically gifted center midfielder who has played for Lille since joining the French club in 2020 from Manchester United and knows Carsley from his time in charge of the England Under-21s.
As does Madueke, a winger who was immediately rewarded after scoring his first hat trick for Chelsea against Wolverhampton in the Premier League on Sunday.
Nottingham Forest playmaker Morgan Gibbs-White and Newcastle right back Tino Livramento were the other uncapped players summoned by Carsley, who said he wanted to put his own stamp on the squad after replacing Southgate. Southgate's eight-year tenure came to an end when he stood down after England lost the European Championship final to Spain last month.

    


"He controls the game with his skill and technique," Carsley said of the 23-year-old Gomes, who came through United's academy. "He has an excellent attitude and loves football. He is technical and tactical. He is going to be anther one who fans are going to be excited to see."




Gomes recently needed lengthy treatment before being carried off on a stretcher and taken to a hospital after being knocked unconscious in a collision during a French league match against Reims. The game was halted for 30 minutes but he was back home the following day, when he said he was "feeling good."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There was no place for right back Kyle Walker, who hasn't started for Manchester City this season after Euro 2024. Ivan Toney, Aaron Ramsdale, Joe Gomez, Lewis Dunk and Adam Wharton also missed out after being in the squad for the tournament in Germany.

    


Jude Bellingham and Luke Shaw were out because of injury but Harry Maguire and Jack Grealish returned after being left out of the final Euro 2024 squad.
Arsenal right back Ben White, who turned down an England call-up in March, remained absent despite the change in coaching staff.
The 33-year-old Trippier's most famous moment in his 54 appearances for England came at the 2018 World Cup when he curled in a free kick to give his team the lead against Croatia in the semifinals. England went on to lose the match 2-1.
Trippier also started the European Championship final in 2021 when England lost a penalty shootout to Italy and played out of position at left back, or left wing back, for much of Euro 2024.
The Football Association has said the plan is for Carsley to remain in the position "throughout the autumn" while the governing body continues its search for Southgate's full-time replacement.
Carsley said on Thursday he wasn't thinking about taking over the position full-time just yet, simply insisting he is "happy to help out, happy to do the best job and see where it takes us."
"The fact I have worked with so many players, I understand international camps and selection, I probably see myself as a safe pair of hands at the moment," he said.
Carsley was born in England but played for Ireland, winning 40 caps.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Archer Tracy Otto from the U.S. prepares to fire during the Paralympic Games in Paris on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Scheyer)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Five years after losing an eye and having her spinal cord severed while being attacked, Tracy Otto smiles as she proudly calls herself a Paralympian.
Otto is competing for the United States in archery and is supported by her boyfriend, Ricky Riessle. They were both violently attacked in bed at Otto's home in Florida by her ex-boyfriend in October 2019. He shot Otto through her left eye with a high-powered pellet gun, punched her repeatedly and knifed the back of her neck. Riessle was also seriously injured.
"I never thought that my life would rise from the ashes as it has. To be on the world stage is such an amazing experience," the 28-year-old Otto said on Thursday after competing in the women's individual ranking round as Paralympic events got underway. "I'm just so happy to be here and to be considered a Paralympian."

    


Otto took up archery two years after the attack, which she openly talks about because she wants victims of violence to know they are not alone.
"You honestly have to love yourself through it ... and keep going," Otto said. "Your circumstances don't define you. You can do anything you set your heart out to do."




Riessle sat beside Otto as she fired arrows, releasing them through a special device attached to her mouth.
"I have a traditional wrist release, and it has a camera shutter staple that's connected to it that goes up and around through my hat and drops down in front of my face," she explained. "There's a close pin apparatus that I bite down on that releases the arrow."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Morning temperatures in Paris hovered around 21 degrees (70 F) and that made it tougher. Because of her injuries, heat is a major issue and Otto could not sit through all of Wednesday's four-hour opening ceremony.
"I was stabbed in the back and in the neck and it severed my spinal cord and it causes me not to be able to thermal regulate," Otto explained. "I can't regulate my body temperature at all anymore. Sitting in the sun, my internal temperature goes up and I can't sweat, so I can't cool down. When I get too cold I shiver, but my body doesn't warm up."

    


Riessle shielded her with an umbrella and sprayed her face with cool water afterward. Otto has bowel and bladder complications and her brain also does not communicate properly with her body. A minor scratch can trigger off an excessive reaction in her body, increasing blood pressure and leaving her vulnerable to a heart attack.
Riessle's companionship is priceless.
"He is my light. He's my everything. Without him, I wouldn't be here. Obviously, my body doesn't function the way that it used to. After the attack happened and I did a little bit of rehab, I was left at a nursing home (in Chicago) by my family."
Riessle went to Chicago and took her back to Florida.
"He helps me, not only physically with things that I have to do throughout life, but mentally and emotionally. His support means the absolute world."
Otto has post-traumatic stress therapy but sport helps.
"Archery is a big outlet for me, it helps me through that a big amount. Just finding ways to cope and surrounding myself with people that love and care about me."

    


At a Paris cafe on Wednesday, she read dozens of cards and letters of support.
"The amount of positivity and love and kindness that everyone was giving can be overwhelming," she said. "But it was so heart-warming and it really motivated me."
Riessle saw Otto's motivation when she was lying in hospital.
"She had a smile on her face the second the tubes came out. Just her determination and drive was amazing," he explained. "She's my everything."
He also needs her support.
Riessle was shot twice in the face and stabbed in the back, causing one of his lungs to collapse. He walks freely but has hearing loss in his left ear and night times are difficult.
"I still don't like to fall asleep, especially in new places," he said. "So I haven't been sleeping the greatest here. Anytime we travel I'm always on high alert." 
Otto's ex-boyfriend was sentenced to 40 years in jail, and Riessle vividly remembers what happened.

    


"Being woken up by what I thought was a real gun straight to my face and then to get attacked the way we did ..." Riessle said. "For him to tell us, 'I'm going to kill you both and then either kill myself or call the police.'
"I say that I'm fine, but I have people tell me that I'm not, that I still need to go to therapy," he added. "If I didn't walk out of that attack there's no way I would be here right now."
On Saturday when Otto competes again, Riessle will be right by her side. ___
AP Paralympics: https://apnews.com/hub/paralympic-games
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Miles Krajewski and Jayci Simon barely spoke throughout the most pivotal points of their Paralympic debut.
Team USA's mixed doubles para badminton pair offered brief encouragement between points but moved around each other without a word once the shuttlecock was in the air. The 19-year-olds' chemistry was on full display on Thursday at La Chapelle Arena in northern Paris as they defeated India 23-21, 21-11 to start their pursuit of Paralympic gold.
Krajewski and Simon already made history as the first U.S. badminton Paralympians and are now chasing their country's first medal in the sport. They need to finish in the top two of their group to advance to the semifinals in the mixed doubles event in the SH6 category for players of short stature. 
"Our coach instilled in us that we're one when we're out there," Simon said. "We work together a lot better now, and it definitely has paid off."

    


Krajewski and Simon will both compete in men's and women's singles competition before facing Thailand to close group play at 8:00 p.m. Thursday in Paris. A win over Thailand would put Team USA among the final four pairs, one win away from securing the historic medal.




"I think we've got to carry some of the confidence along with the fire, because they're also a really good opponent," Krajewski said. "We need to bring our energy to hopefully come out as No. 1 in the group."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Krajewski and Simon say winning a medal would further establish para badminton in the U.S.
"It would really help grow the sport in the U.S. because we would have something to back us up well," Simon said. "I think that it would create more funding and more opportunities to grow the sport. So I'm excited that after the games, whether we win a medal or not, there's more visibility now, so it will help us advocate."
Krajewski says he has seen the sport strengthen its foothold in the U.S. in recent years as more Americans have competed alongside him in international tournaments and more para badminton academies appear around the country.

    


"It's been incredible just knowing that since I started, it wasn't very popular, and seeing it start to grow was really nice," Krajewski said. "Ever since then, if we bring home a medal, hopefully, it will grow at least five times as big."
Simon did much of her training without any coaching, using a portable net at a local church's gym in Saint Johns, Michigan. She was forced to research and create her own workouts, rely on her parents to throw her shuttlecocks, and gain playing experience from the local recreational badminton club at Michigan State University. She is studying exercise science and kinesiology at Lansing Community College on top of part-time work as an optometrist.
The duo's chemistry slowly grew through two years of playing sporadically when they lived in different states. Krajewski and Simon say they finally found nonverbal chemistry this summer training together full-time at Frisco Badminton Academy in Frisco, Texas.
"It was a lot of fun, just knowing that we've been training for three months together full-time," Krajewski said. "Knowing that I can trust her in certain parts and she can trust me and knowing where we're at without having to tell each other is really nice."

    


The connection has been in the making since 2016, when Simon met Krajewski at a Little People of America sports camp. The 11-year-old Simon, who had never heard of badminton, competed against Krajewski in several sports and impressed his father. Krajewski's father complimented her athleticism, and in an effort to grow the sport, recommended she try para badminton.
"I had quite a few different mixed doubles partners before that," Simon said. "It was always kind of like a thought (that) if they have mixed doubles debuting in the 2024 Paralympics, then us two would have the best shot together to qualify. And so once it was put in Paris, that's when we kind of decided to play together." ___
Jack Leo is a student in the undergraduate certificate program at the Carmical Sports Media Institute at the University of Georgia.
___
AP Paralympics: https://apnews.com/hub/paralympic-games
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                    FILE - Italy's Federico Chiesa controls the ball during a Group B match between Italy and Albania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, June 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, File)
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                                        LIVERPOOL, England (AP) -- Italy winger Federico Chiesa completed his move to Liverpool from Juventus for 10 million pounds ($13.2 million) on Thursday.
The 26-year-old Chiesa, the son of former Italy striker Enrico Chiesa, is the first outfield player signed by Liverpool since the arrival of new manager Arne Slot in the offseason.
The deal for Chiesa includes Liverpool paying 2.5 million pounds ($3.3 million) in add-ons based primarily on team performance.
Chiesa joined Juventus from Fiorentina in October 2020 for 50 million euros (then $60 million) and starred for Italy in its run to the European Championship title the following year.
He damaged his ACL in January 2022 and was out of action for 10 months but returned for the Azzurri and played four times at Euro 2024.
"I'm so happy to be a Liverpool player," Chiesa said. "When (sporting director) Richard Hughes called me and he said, 'Do you want to join Liverpool?' -- and the coach called me -- I said 'Yes' immediately because I know the history of this club, I know what it represents to the fans.

    


"So, I'm so happy and I can't wait to get started."




Chiesa, who was into the last year of his contract at Juventus, can play on the left or right wing.
Earlier this week, Liverpool signed Georgia goalkeeper Giorgi Mamardashvili from Valencia on Tuesday in a deal that will see him stay at the Spanish team for the remainder of the season.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                    FILE - Wisconsin quarterback Tyler Van Dyke (10) throws a pass during spring NCAA college football practice in Madison, Wis., Saturday, April 20, 2024. (Samantha Madar/Wisconsin State Journal via AP, File)
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                                        Western Michigan at Wisconsin, Friday, 9 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Wisconsin by 24 1/2.
Series record: Wisconsin leads 4-1
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Wisconsin would love to show how far it has come, particularly on offense, after going 7-6 each of the last two seasons. Wisconsin is attempting to improve to 16-0 in night games at Camp Randall Stadium against unranked teams. Western Michigan is seeking to beat a Big Ten school for the first time since 2016, when the Broncos defeated both Northwestern and Illinois while putting together an undefeated regular season under current Minnesota coach P.J. Fleck. Western Michigan ended that season by losing to Wisconsin 24-16 in the Cotton Bowl, which represents the last meeting between these two teams.
KEY MATCHUP
Western Michigan's offensive line vs. Wisconsin's defensive line: Center Jacob Gideon and guard Addison West lead an offensive line that must avoid getting pushed around for the Broncos to have any chance of pulling the upset. Gideon has 35 career starts, and West has 24. Tedi Kushi also is back after making 10 starts last year. Wisconsin lost its most experienced defensive lineman when James Thompson Jr. underwent season-ending surgery for an upper-body injury.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Western Michigan: RB Jalen Buckley rushed for 1,003 yards and 10 touchdowns on 189 carries as a redshirt freshman last season. He was named the Mid-American Conference's freshman of the year and earned third-team all-MAC honors.




Wisconsin: QB Tyler Van Dyke, who transferred from Miami, is trying to bounce back from a 2023 season in which he struggled with injuries and threw a career-high 12 interceptions. The Badgers would love to see Van Dyke recapture the form he showed in 2021, when he threw 25 touchdown passes with only six interceptions and was named the Atlantic Coast Conference's rookie of the year.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wisconsin is coming off back-to-back 7-6 seasons and enters the year outside the Associated Press Top 25 for the first time since 2016. That 2016 team went 11-3 and capped the year with that Cotton Bowl triumph over Western Michigan. ... Western Michigan has a new offensive coordinator (Walt Bell), defensive coordinator (Scott Power) and special teams coordinator (Dan Sabock) after going 4-8 last year in head coach Lance Taylor's debut season. ... Western Michigan QB Hayden Wolff, who began his college career at Old Dominion, is working with his seventh different offensive coordinator in six seasons. ... Wisconsin CB Ricardo Hallman had seven interceptions last season, tying Notre Dame's Xavier Watts for the most by any Football Bowl Subdivision player. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Ohio State running back TreVeyon Henderson plays against Minnesota during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            FILE - Akron head coach Joe Moorhead reacts on the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Kentucky in Lexington, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Michelle Haas Hutchins)
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            FILE - Ohio State wide receiver Emeka Egbuka (2) runs during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Indiana, Saturday, Sept. 2, 2023, in Bloomington, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        With renewed national championship hopes, No. 2 Buckeyes will tune up in opener against Akron

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            FILE - Ohio State running back TreVeyon Henderson plays against Minnesota during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Ohio State running back TreVeyon Henderson plays against Minnesota during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            FILE - Akron head coach Joe Moorhead reacts on the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Kentucky in Lexington, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Michelle Haas Hutchins)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Akron head coach Joe Moorhead reacts on the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Kentucky in Lexington, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023. (AP Photo/Michelle Haas Hutchins)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - Ohio State wide receiver Emeka Egbuka (2) runs during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Indiana, Saturday, Sept. 2, 2023, in Bloomington, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Akron's visit to No. 2 Ohio State on Saturday likely won't be much of an indicator of how good the Buckeyes can be this season.
Ohio State has elite skill players aplenty, an experienced quarterback in Kansas State transfer Will Howard and a defense brimming with returning starters from last year's unit, which was ranked second-best in the country.
"They're talented, they're deep, they're well coached," Akron's third-year coach Joe Moorhead said this week. "Obviously, people are talking about them being a legitimate contender to win a national championship, and they're right. So, it's going to be a huge, huge challenge."
That's one way of putting it.
Ohio State is a seven-touchdown favorite, which means its backups may see as much playing time as the starters. Being overmatched that much likely won't allow Moorhead, the former Fordham and Mississippi State coach, to learn much about his players beyond their level of perseverance. 

    


Akron has won seven games over the last five seasons, just four of those against FBS teams. They finished 2-10 last year. The MAC preseason poll put the Zips at No. 11 out of 12 teams. 




The opponent doesn't matter, said Howard, who threw for nearly 5,800 yards and 48 touchdowns in four years at K-State before arriving in Columbus and rising to the top in a crowded quarterback room.
"The most important thing is what's right in front of you," he said. "We know that we got a lot of matchup games on the road and a lot of really important games and some tough teams to play but, you know, the most important thing for us right now is Akron. And it's because it's the next thing."
Loaded with weapons

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Howard has said he won't have to be a hero -- just a competent distributor of the ball to the Buckeyes' many offensive weapons.
Preseason AP All-American TreVeyon Henderson and Ole Miss transfer Quinshon Judkins make up one of the best backfield tandems in college football. The No. 1 receiver, Emeka Egbuka, is another preseason All-American. Freshman receiver Jeremiah Smith is being called a generational talent.

    


Calling the plays will be new offensive coordinator Chip Kelly, whose relationship with coach Ryan Day goes back to when Kelly was the coach at New Hampshire and Day was his quarterback from 1998-2001. Kelly left his job as UCLA head coach to work for Day this season.
"We're trying to create a standard for ourselves," Day said. "And whatever team we play, we play, and then we go from there. So, like I tell the guys every day in practice, you're not allowed to have a bad day around here."
Defense is strength
The Zips' defense will be tested mightily.
"We return eight starters and a bunch of guys with a lot of playing time," Moorhead said. "We got a bunch of talent through the portal, so I'm excited to see our defense take the next step forward."
The player to watch on that side of the ball is defensive end CJ Nunnally IV, one of the best pass rushers in the MAC.
New QB in Akron
Moorhead is hoping fifth-year transfer quarterback Ben Finley can lend some stability to an offense that averaged 195 yards and about 16 points per game last season. Finley is a career backup who played three years at NC State before transferring to Cal for his fourth. 

    


The last time...
Moorhead last visited Ohio Stadium on Sept. 11, 2021, when he was offensive coordinator for Oregon. On that day, the No. 12 Ducks upset the No. 3 Buckeyes 35-28.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            New England Patriots head coach Jerod Mayo watches from the sideline during the first half of an NFL preseason football game against the Philadelphia Eagles, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            New England Patriots quarterback Drake Maye (10) carries the ball in for a touchdown ahead of Philadelphia Eagles linebacker Jalyx Hunt (58) during the first half of an NFL preseason football game, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Mark Stockwell)
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            New England Patriots quarterback Jacoby Brissett passes during the first half of an NFL preseason football game against the Philadelphia Eagles, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                        NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS (4-13)
EXPECTATIONS: The Patriots begin a new era in 2024 after parting ways with former coach Bill Belichick after 24 seasons and six Super Bowl titles. Team owner Robert Kraft moved quickly, handing the job to former player and assistant Jerod Mayo. He begins the rebuilding process following a dismal 4-13 finish in 2023, the worst in Belichick's tenure. But his disappointing final season did net the Patriots the third overall draft pick, the highest selection they have ever had since Kraft purchased the team in 1994. They used it on former North Carolina quarterback Drake Maye. He's shown flashes of his potential, though it may be midseason or longer before the rookie gets a chance to start. Experience is one of the factors Mayo cited in naming veteran QB Jacoby Brissett the starter to begin the season. Factoring in injuries to starters such as receiver Kendrick Bourne, tight end Hunter Henry and left guard Cole Strange will likely prevent New England from getting anywhere close to the postseason in Mayo's first season. 

    


NEW FACES: Head coach Jerod Mayo, executive vice president of player personnel Eliot Wolf, offensive coordinator Alex Van Pelt, defensive coordinator DeMarcus Covington, special teams coordinator Jeremy Springer QB Jacoby Brissett, QB Drake Maye, QB Joe Milton III, TE Austin Hooper, WR Ja'Lynn Polk, WR K.J. Osborn, OL Chukwuma Okorafor.




KEY LOSSES: ST Matt Slater (retired), LB Matt Judon, QB Mac Jones, LB Mack Wilson, DB Jalen Mills. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

STRENGTHS: It starts with Mayo, who has brought a new energy and feel to the sideline, a much-needed change after Belichick led the Patriots to just one playoff appearance following Tom Brady's final season with the team in 2019. He's also surrounded himself with a coaching staff that has a mix of first-time NFL coordinators such as Covington and Springer, and veterans such as Van Pelt and senior offensive assistant Ben McAdoo.

    


WEAKNESSES: Brissett will be playing behind an offensive line that's still very much figuring things out. The preseason featured lots of shuffling and different rotations as the coaching staff tried to figure out the right mix among a group led by veteran center David Andrews. He'll play alongside lots of new faces, including right tackle Chukwuma Okorafor. 
CAMP DEVELOPMENT: Receiver K.J. Osborn was solid throughout training camp after being signed in free agency. He's filled a void left in the receiver group with Kendrick Bourne still unavailable since knee surgery late last season.
FANTASY PLAYER TO WATCH: Polk may be just a rookie, but he exhibited an ability to produce big plays in college. Over his final three seasons at the University of Washington, Polk averaged 17.1 yards per catch. That makes him a sleeper late-round pick for building out any fantasy roster. 
BetMGM Sportsbook: Win Super Bowl: 300-1. Over/under wins: 4 1/2.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl 
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            FILE - Then-Indiana quarterback Brendan Sorsby (15) throws against Purdue during the first half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Nov. 25, 2023. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)
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            FILE - Cincinnati head coach Scott Satterfield, left, yells instructions during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            FILE - Towson coach Pete Shinnick watches his team play against Maryland during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 2, 202, in College Park, Md. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark, File)
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            FILE - Cincinnati running back Corey Kiner scores a touchdown against Pittsburgh during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Pittsburgh, Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            FILE - Cincinnati defensive lineman Dontay Corleone answers questions from reporters during the Big 12 college football media days in Arlington, Texas, Thursday, July 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Emil T. Lippe)
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            FILE - Towson's Jesus Gibbs (8), right, plays against West Virginia during an NCAA football game on Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022, in Morgantown, W. Va. (AP Photo/Gregory Payan, File)
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            FILE - Cincinnati defensive lineman Dontay Corleone answers questions from reporters during the Big 12 college football media days in Arlington, Texas, Thursday, July 13, 2023. (AP Photo/Emil T. Lippe)
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            FILE - Towson's Jesus Gibbs (8), right, plays against West Virginia during an NCAA football game on Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022, in Morgantown, W. Va. (AP Photo/Gregory Payan, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6

                                    
                                    FILE - Towson's Jesus Gibbs (8), right, plays against West Virginia during an NCAA football game on Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022, in Morgantown, W. Va. (AP Photo/Gregory Payan, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            ALEX FRANK

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- The Cincinnati Bearcats are hoping to set the tone for a better season when they open against FCS program Towson on Saturday.
It's the Bearcats' second season in the Big 12, which added four new teams for this season for a total of 16. The game Saturday is the first of three straight nonconference games before they get into the meat of the conference schedule.
Hosting Towson should give Cincinnati a chance to start working out the wrinkles.
The first season after moving from the American Athletic Conference didn't go so well for the Bearcats, who finished 3-9 and just 1-8 in the conference.
"We worked our butts off this offseason to try to put a better product out there on the field," Cincinnati coach Scott Satterfield said. "We sit here, and we don't know how these teams are going to be. You have no idea, particularly in this day and age with all this turnover that we had, like we don't know."

    


New QB in Cincy
Satterfield named third-year quarterback Brendan Sorsby, a transfer from Indiana, the starting quarterback last week.
"I was fired up," Sorsby said. "It was a great camp, great spring. You know, really just fired up to lead these guys and go win some games."




Sorsby started seven games for the Hoosiers in 2023 after a redshirt season in 2022. The highlight was a five-touchdown passing performance at Illinois.
"There's a time and a place to be aggressive," Sorsby said. "I think that if you're aggressive you have a chance to make more mistakes, but you can also make some great plays that wouldn't happen if you were being conservative. Really just trust the preparation, see it, rip it, and just go out there and have fun."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fourth-year running back Corey Kiner, a 1,000-yard rusher last season, will provide a solid anchor for the ground game.
'The Godfather' sidelined
Third-year defensive tackle Dontay Corleone will not play Saturday as he continues to recover from blood clots in his lungs.

    


"We'll take Dontay day-by-day," Satterfield said. "He's been here all summer working out with the team."
Corleone, an AP preseason All-American, is one of the best defensive linemen in the country.
Tigers seeking improvement
Towson is coming off a 5-6 season, its fourth in a row outside of the FCS playoffs.
"Really pleased with the level of conditioning and level of physicality we were able to have throughout camp," coach Pete Shinnick said. "We got more guys who understand every aspect of the program. That level of growth and understanding has been really beneficial for us getting further along than where we were a year ago at this time."
Towson is led by fourth-year quarterback Nathan Kent. As the starter in 2023, he threw for over 2,100 yards and 14 touchdowns.
"Nathan's made great strides," Shinnick said. 
New-look defense
Cincinnati has switched to a 3-3-5 defense with the hope it can improve on the 30 points per game allowed last season.
(Towson) "will spread us out," Satterfield said. "They'll do some things to try to put pressure on us. Can we stay on top? That's the big thing that I'm obviously looking for is not letting people get behind us."

    


___
AP college football: Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Real Madrid's Eder Militao, Kylian Mbappe, Vinicius Junior, and Luka Modric, from left, pose with the trophy after winning the UEFA Super Cup Final soccer match between Real Madrid and Atalanta at the Narodowy stadium in Warsaw, Poland, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. Real Madrid won 2-0. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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                                        MONACO (AP) -- The Champions League gets a fresh look with more teams playing for more prize money from more games against more opponents. The draw is on Thursday.
UEFA has long been pressured by club officials to deliver more from the marquee event in club soccer and it settled on a new single-standings league phase to replace the traditional group stage.
The first new Champions League format since 2003 promises almost everything Europe's wealthiest and most influential clubs wanted.
There are four more places in a 36-team lineup; at least eight games each instead of six; Champions League games scheduled in January for the first time; a prize money rise of at least 25% to a minimum 2.5 billion euros ($2.8 billion).
How does the new format work?
Out goes the traditional group-stage format that the Champions League used for 21 seasons.
The 32 teams would be drawn into eight groups of four each playing six games. Teams played each group opponent home and away from September into December. The top two advanced to the round of 16. A separate draw was made for each knockout round of home-and-away games until the single-game final.

    


In comes a single-standings league -- 36 teams each playing eight games against eight different opponents through January. Teams get a balanced schedule facing two opponents from each of four seeding pots.




The top eight in the standings go direct to the round of 16 in March. They will be seeded in a tennis-style tournament bracket with no separate draws for each round until the final. The 2025 final is at Bayern Munich's stadium.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Teams ranked ninth to 24th go into a knockout playoffs round in February. The bottom 12 teams are eliminated.
In the playoffs round, teams ranked Nos. 9-16 are seeded in the draw to play second legs at home against unseeded teams Nos. 17-24.
Why change such a successful competition?
The simple answer is clubs wanted more money.
The Champions League showcases the highest quality play in world soccer. It has let UEFA steer billions of euros (dollars) of prize money raised from global broadcasting and sponsor deals to clubs who pay the highest transfer fees and salaries.

    


Those clubs also wanted to play more of what they regarded as prestige games against a bigger range of high-quality opponents.
The group stage, clubs said, became too repetitive with only three opponents and lacked drama. More games against stronger opponents would be more valued by broadcasters, viewers and new fans worldwide.
Their leverage over UEFA was potentially launching their own breakaway competition. Indeed, then-leaders of the influential European Club Association in early 2021 were negotiating Champions League reform with UEFA and also plotting their own Super League. 
The Super League was launched by 12 Spanish, Italian and English clubs in April 2021 and failed within 48 hours amid a backlash in England by fans and threats of government legislation.
Still, the Champions League format shaped mostly by rebel Super League clubs was broadly approved one year later by UEFA and will kick off next month.
What are the upsides and risks of the new format?
The 36 teams are guaranteed more money and brand-building exposure to a global audience. Players should get more higher-quality games to accelerate their development.

    


The extra games -- 189 total in the competition compared to 125 for the past two decades -- can confirm the Champions League as the pinnacle of club soccer.
Two extra match rounds in January gives the Champions League a new foothold in the increasingly packed soccer calendar. Though, could it overload players after many looked fatigued at the 2024 European Championship, and ahead of FIFA launching its month-long Club World Cup next June?
Eight of the Champions League round-of-16 teams will have played 10 games to get there, compared to just six in the old format. Europe will send 12 teams -- 11 of them playing in this Champions League edition -- to the new FIFA club tournament, each playing at least three and up to seven games in the United States next summer. 
Will the extra prize money be spent wisely? Spiraling spending on player transfers has slowed in this European summer, though top players' salaries still escalate.

    


Mid-ranked clubs in top domestic leagues, plus leagues in lower-ranked countries warn of the Champions League creating a bigger wealth gap in European soccer and driving more competitive imbalance.
What are people saying about the new league?
"The need to play regular matches in Europe is a need from the clubs, it's not a need for UEFA." -- Giorgio Marchetti, UEFA deputy general secretary
"Fans, meanwhile, will be asked to spend more time and money following their team -- time and money which many simply do not have" -- Football Supporters Europe, UEFA's recognized fans' liaison group
"For us, playing as many European games as possible is one solution to have a good mood for our fans, our players and financing our club" -- Serhii Palkin, CEO of Ukrainian champion Shakhtar Donetsk
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            FILE - Utah Gov. Spencer Cox speaks at the 2024 summer meeting of the National Governors Association Thursday, July 11, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            Former U.S. Marine Corps Cpl. Kelsee Lainhart left, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump place a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Solider in honor of the 13 service members killed at Abbey Gate, at Arlington National Cemetery, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Misty Fuoco, left, sister of Nicole Gee, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump place their hands over their heart after placing a wreath in honor of Sgt. Nicole Gee, at the Tomb of the Unknown Solider at Arlington National Cemetery, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Misty Fuoco, front left, sister of Nicole Gee, and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump place their hands over their heart after placing a wreath in honor of Sgt. Nicole Gee, at the Tomb of the Unknown Solider at Arlington National Cemetery, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024, in Arlington, Va. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -- Utah's Republican Gov. Spencer Cox came under criticism Wednesday for sending a campaign email that featured a photo of him and former President Donald Trump at Arlington National Cemetery during a wreath-laying ceremony. 
Federal law prohibits campaign or election-related activities within Army National Military Cemeteries, and that rule was widely shared before the Monday ceremony, Arlington National Cemetery said Wednesday. 
Cox's campaign apologized for using the photo and for politicizing the graveside ceremony, which honored Sgt. Darin Taylor Hoover of Utah, one of 13 service members killed in an airport bombing during the Afghanistan War withdrawal three years ago. The email was soliciting donations for Cox's reelection bid.
"This was not a campaign event and was never intended to be used by the campaign," the governor wrote in a post on X. "It did not go through the proper channels and should not have been sent."

    


Trump's campaign faced its own blowback over an altercation between his staff and a cemetery worker who tried to stop the team from filming and photographing at the burial site. The former president had been invited to attend by some of the families of the fallen service members. His campaign officials had been warned before their arrival and the altercation that photography would not be permitted in that section of the cemetery, a defense official told The Associated Press on Wednesday.




Cox recently surprised voters when he pledged his support to Trump after the president's July assassination attempt, despite saying days earlier on CNN that he hadn't voted for Trump in 2016 or 2020 and would not cast a ballot for him again this year. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cox's sudden embrace of Trump, who has not endorsed him back, represents a puzzling departure from his carefully curated persona as a Mitt Romney -esque moderate. 

    


His state is a rare Republican stronghold that has half-heartedly supported Trump, whose brash style and comments about refugees and immigrants do not sit well with many members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. About half of Utah's 3.4 million residents belong to the faith known widely as the Mormon church.
The endorsement came a month after Cox breezed to victory in the primary over ardent Trump supporter Phil Lyman, who espoused false claims of election fraud following the 2020 presidential election. 
Cox is expected to comfortably win reelection in November in the Republican-dominated state.
In addition to criticism in the comments of his social media accounts, Cox's opponent in November, Democratic state Rep. Brian King, said it was disrespectful for Trump and Cox to use a veterans' memorial event as a campaign photo op. He called on the Republican governor to rescind his Trump endorsement.
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            Philippines military chief Gen. Romeo Brawner, left, shakes hands with U.S. Indo-Pacific Command Commander Admiral Samuel Paparo after a press conference on the Mutual Defense Board-Security Engagement Board held at the Philippine Military Academy in Baguio, northern Philippines on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            A cadet of the Philippine Military Academy stands at attention outside a hall at Fort Gregorio Del Pilar in Baguio, northern Philippines on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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            Cadets of the Philippine Military Academy march in formation at Fort Gregorio Del Pilar in Baguio, northern Philippines on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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                                        BAGUIO, Philippines (AP) -- American forces are ready with a "range of options" to deal with increasing acts of aggression in the disputed South China Sea if ordered to carry them out jointly and after consultations with treaty ally the Philippines, a U.S. admiral said Thursday.
U.S. Indo-Pacific Command chief Adm. Samuel Paparo, who heads the biggest number of combat forces outside the U.S. mainland, refused to provide details of the contingency options.
Paparo's comments came when asked at a news conference what the longtime treaty allies could do to deal with China's so-called gray-zone tactics in the disputed waters.
The "gray-zone tactics" refer to types of assault, like water cannon fire and the blocking and ramming of rival ships in the disputed waters, that are under the threshold of an actual armed attack and wouldn't allow the Philippines to invoke its 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty with the U.S. The treaty obligates either country to help the other in case of an armed external attack.

    


"We certainly have prepared a range of options and USINDOPACOM stands ready, if so called, after consultations in accordance with the treaty to execute those shoulder to shoulder with our ally," Paparo said.




Detailing those U.S. military options would allow "the potential adversary" to "build a countermeasure to those," he said.
Paparo held a joint news conference with Armed Forces of the Philippines chief Gen. Romero Brawner Jr., after both led an annual meeting in the northern Philippine mountain city of Baguio to discuss security challenges and military plans. They include the Balikatan -- Tagalog for shoulder to shoulder -- the treaty allies' largest combat exercises, which in April involved more than 16,000 American and Filipinos forces and were partly staged in the South China Sea.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In response to a question, Paparo repeated that the U.S. military is open, after treaty consultations with the Philippines, to escorting Philippine ships in the South China Sea amid a spike in hostilities between Beijing and Manila in the disputed waters. Such a prospect would risk putting U.S. Navy ships in direct collisions with those of China.

    


Washington and Beijing have been on a collision course over China's increasingly assertive actions to defend its territorial claims in the South China Sea, and Beijing's stated goal of annexing Taiwan, by force if necessary.
Brawner said the Philippines could still fend for itself in the disputed waters, where hostilities with the Chinese coast guard, navy and suspected militia ships have alarmingly spiked since last year. 
"If we exhaust all the options and nothing works, then that's the time we can ask for help," Brawner told reporters.
When Filipino forces in the disputed waters "are at the verge of dying," because food supplies were being blocked by Chinese forces, "then that's the time that we are going to seek the help of the United States," Brawner said, but added that "we still have a lot of options."
During combat exercises by U.S. and Philippine forces in April, the U.S. military transported a mid-range missile system to the northern Philippines, angering China, which warned that the missile system can trigger a regional arms race and endanger regional stability. Beijing demanded that the U.S. missile system, which can threaten mainland China, be pulled out of the Philippines.

    


Paparo and Brawner refused to say on Thursday if and when the missile system would be flown out of the Philippines. Brawner thanked the U.S. military for transporting the high-tech weaponry to the country, saying Filipino forces were being exposed to advance defense equipment that the Philippine military plan to acquire in the future.
"Just like what we did with the Stingers and with the Javelins, we start training already even if we don't have them yet in our inventory," Brawner said.
China has angered the Philippines by repeatedly harassing its navy and coast guard ships with powerful water cannons, a military-grade laser, blocking movements and other dangerous maneuvers in the high seas near two disputed South China Sea shoals. They have led to minor collisions that have injured several Filipino navy personnel and damaged supply boats.

    


China has accused the Philippines of setting off the hostilities in the disputed waters by encroaching in what it says are its offshore territories, demarcated by 10 dashes on a map. It says the Chinese coast guard and navy have been forced to take action to expel Philippine coast guard and other vessels from those areas. 
The Philippines has repeatedly cited a 2016 international arbitration ruling based on the U.N. Convention of the Law of the Sea that invalidated China's claim over virtually the entire South China Sea on historical grounds.
___
Aaron Favila contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-china-sea-philippines-united-states-admiral-samuel-paparo-98ab6c714c9136af721b200639520789
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                                        Postmaster General Louis DeJoy has a message for America: The U.S. Postal Service is ready for a flood of election mail and is better positioned to do so than it was four years ago.
The Postal Service has been undergoing rapid changes, including the opening of large hubs, but some of those changes are being paused before the election to ensure they don't interfere with performance, DeJoy said. And it will be all hands on deck to ensure the millions of mail-in ballots are delivered swiftly to their destinations.
"We're going to be in great shape for the election. I'm pretty confident about everything that were doing," DeJoy told The Associated Press ahead of an official rundown Thursday of election mail practices. "The American people should be confident."
It's a far cry from four years ago, when DeJoy, just a few months into the job, was being criticized as a Donald Trump crony who was dismantling mail-processing machines and removing blue postal boxes to undermine the election as Trump, the president at the time, sowed distrust in the Postal Service. Despite being excoriated, DeJoy's Postal Service performed admirably under a crush of mail-in votes during the pandemic.

    


If there was any lesson learned from the painful experience, he said, it was that the Postal Service needed to be bolder in its messaging.




"We have to be louder than the noise in communicating how well we're going to do and that things are going to be OK. Things are going to be good. We're in a better operating position than we ever have been," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

U.S. Postal Service officials briefed news reporters Thursday on measures that are being taken to ensure election mail reaches its destinations, building on its performance in 2020, when 97.9% of ballots were returned to election officials within three days, and in 2022, when 98.9% of election mail was delivered within three days. DeJoy said he'd like to inch closer to 100% this election cycle.

    


The lack of drama is a welcome relief from four years ago, when the Postal Service was dogged by backlogs and accusations of voter suppression ahead of the 2020 presidential election, in which more than 135 million ballots were delivered to and from voters.
DeJoy was criticized for restricting overtime payments for postal workers and stopping the agency's longtime practice of allowing late and extra truck deliveries in the summer of 2020. And the previously scheduled dismantling of dozens of mail-sorting machines and removal of blue boxes, corresponding with a massive drop in first-class mail, provided additional fuel to critics. The postmaster general, who was a major donor to Trump, was thought to be on thin ice, especially with the election of Democratic President Joe Biden.
"It was sensationalized. It scared the hell out of the American people," DeJoy said. 
Reflecting on the period, he said the accusations were "just crazy" and especially frustrating as he worked seven days a week after taking over an organization that was going to run out of cash in 60 days. 

    


"We got through that. The organization performed extremely well. After that, I began working with both sides of the aisle. My main mission now is to make this place better. And we have made this place better," he said.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly, a frequent critic of changes under DeJoy, said Thursday that he's confident Postal Service workers will "will ensure every ballot cast by mail is safely and securely delivered." But the Virginia Democrat also said that oversight is important and that "Congress must remain vigilant on decisions made by the postmaster general in the days leading up to this election."
The Postal Service is proceeding with a 10-year, $40 billion Postal Service modernization plan in which it's renovating aging facilities, opening modern regional hubs in Georgia, Virginia, Oregon and elsewhere, and starting the process of purchasing 100,000 vehicles to replace older delivery trucks dating to 1987. The next-generation delivery vehicle was displayed Thursday at a separate event in Indiana that was aimed at promoting the Postal Service's investments.

    


The Postal Service also showed that it can make adjustments when it abandoned a criticized plan to reroute Reno, Nevada-area mail processing to Sacramento, California, that had created an uproar among northern Nevada residents.
If there's anything the public can do to help, DeJoy said, it would be to avoid procrastination when it comes to mailing ballots. "Vote early! If you're using the mail, help us out," he said.
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            FILE - Leader of Poland's right-wing opposition Law and Justice party, Jaroslaw Kaczynski, addresses a small rally of supporters in Warsaw, Poland, on July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski, File)
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            FILE - Poland's Prime Minister Donald Tusk reacts during a bilateral meeting with Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, at the European Political Community meeting, at Blenheim Palace in Woodstock, southern England, on July 18, 2024. (Justin Tallis/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Poland's electoral authority said Thursday that the former governing nationalist conservative party violated campaign funding rules in the 2023 parliamentary vote, and imposed a penalty worth millions of dollars that would undercut the party's resources for next year's presidential election.
The State Electoral Commission said that the campaign of the Law and Justice party, which led Poland from 2015-2023 and is now the main opposition force, improperly took 3.6 million zlotys ($930,000) in public money. 
The commission ordered the conservative party to pay back that amount, and it also ordered a cut in the party's government subsidies for the coming years, amounting to about 10 million zlotys ($2.5 million ) per year.
The commission's decision can be appealed to the Supreme Court, where Law and Justice still holds some sway. The court's verdict would be binding and final.

    


Prime Minister Donald Tusk posted on X that the party was now "learning the true meaning of the words law and justice."
The penalties would significantly reduce the party's resources for the 2025 presidential election, in which it will seek to maintain its control of that office. 




Mateusz Morawiecki, who served as Law and Justice prime minister, said the decision was "shameful" and was part of a "political game of the current government whose goal is revenge and pushing the opposition to the margin."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said the government wants to weaken Law and Justice before the presidential election, and that the party would appeal the decision to the Supreme Court. 
Earlier this month, party leader Jaroslaw Kaczynski said that the commission was acting under pressure from Tusk's centrist and pro-European Union government. Kaczynski said that any punitive decision would spell the end of democracy in Poland. 
The electoral commission is obliged by law to review the financial reports of all parties that ran in an election, and any funds exceeding the party's budget by more than 1% must be returned and a fine is imposed. It pointed to Law and Justice campaigning during summer military picnics for the general public and to Justice Ministry television spots as examples of using public funds for election purposes. 

    


The euroskeptic Law and Justice party, which had put Poland on a collision course with Brussels over its violations of the rule of law, was the biggest single vote-getter in the Oct. 15 general election, but a coalition led by Tusk won a comfortable majority of seats in parliament, removing the conservatives from power.
Ever since, the government has been investigating its predecessor on accusations of abusing power and state finances. Kaczynski and his supporters call the efforts a politically motivated attempt to undermine the opposition. 
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Nippon Steel Corp. raised its capital commitment Thursday by more than $1 billion to spend on U.S. Steel's plants amid entrenched political and labor opposition to the Japanese company's nearly $15 billion acquisition of the iconic American steelmaker.
Nippon Steel's $1.3 billion commitment to upgrade facilities in Pennsylvania and Indiana is on top of an earlier commitment to spend $1.4 billion.
The announcement was lauded by David Burritt, U.S. Steel's president and CEO, as evidence of Nippon Steel's desire to "complete the transaction and expand U.S. Steel." The United Steelworkers dismissed it as "lip service."
The sale comes during a tide of renewed political support for rebuilding America's manufacturing sector, a presidential campaign in which Pennsylvania is a prime battleground, and a long stretch of protectionist U.S. tariffs that analysts say has helped reinvigorate domestic steel. 

    


In its statement, Nippon Steel said it will spend at least $1 billion to upgrade the hot strip mill at the Pittsburgh-area Irvin Plant, along with other facilities in Pennsylvania's Mon Valley Works, and about $300 million to improve one of the blast furnaces at Gary Works in Gary, Indiana.




The commitments "far exceed" what Pittsburgh-based U.S. Steel would pledge on its own and will help make the company and the American industry stronger and more competitive, Burritt said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The bottom line is these are investments in the future of integrated American steelmaking and the employees, families and communities that rely on it," Burritt said in a statement.
Such improvements will extend the life of the facilities and boost productivity, Nippon Steel said. It reiterated that it expects the transaction to close in the second half of 2024, despite ongoing political and labor opposition.
The United Steelworkers is against the deal after it backed a bid by U.S.-based Cleveland Cliffs. The union filed a grievance, which was completed Aug. 15, and the case is now in the hands of the three members of the arbitration board, the union said.

    


The Steelworkers say they are intent on "keeping U.S. Steel U.S. owned" and are protesting what they view as the transaction's failure to incorporate its contractual agreements on labor, pensions and other matters after they weren't consulted on the details.
The union's leaders dismissed Nippon's commitment, saying that U.S. Steel has already broken a string of promises that include shutting down plants and canceling capital investments, such as one targeted for Mon Valley plants.
"Nippon is still trying to hide behind its North American shell company to shield itself from its contractual obligations to retirees and our communities, and it still needs to answer to pressing concerns regarding our critical supply chains and national security," the union's international president, David McCall, and negotiating committee chair Mike Millsap said in a statement. "This is just more of what we've seen all along: lots of words, no real change."

    


With the United Steelworkers against the deal, the sale has drawn opposition from senior political figures on both sides of the aisle.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Last week, former President Donald Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, reiterated his pledge to block the deal during a campaign appearance in York, Pennsylvania. 
Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee, who is endorsed by the Steelworkers union, has not spoken about the deal since President Joe Biden ended his candidacy in July.
However, Biden, who had made his support for organized labor explicit, had all but vowed to block U.S. Steel's sale and said in an April rally with steelworkers in Pittsburgh that the company "should remain totally American." 
Senior U.S. senators have opposed the deal on both economic and national security grounds, including Democratic Sens. Bob Casey and John Fetterman, of Pennsylvania, and Sherrod Brown, of Ohio; and Republican Sens. Ted Cruz, of Texas, Josh Hawley, of Missouri, and JD Vance, of Ohio, now Trump's vice presidential nominee.

    


The Department of Justice is reviewing it for antitrust compliance, and Biden's White House has indicated the secretive Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States will review the transaction for national security concerns. 
The committee can recommend that the president block a transaction, and federal law gives the president that power.
___
Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter. Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a stop at a campaign office, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024, in Roseville, Mich. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she exits her campaign bus in Savannah, Ga., Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        Former President Donald Trump is scheduled to campaign Thursday in Michigan and Wisconsin as he ramps up battleground state travel heading into the traditional Labor Day turn toward the fall election.
Meanwhile, Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, will sit down Thursday for their first major television interview of their presidential campaign as the duo travels in southeast Georgia on a bus tour. 
The interview with CNN's Dana Bash will give Harris a chance to quell criticism that she has eschewed uncontrolled environments.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the Latest:
No audience, live mics or written notes, according to rules for upcoming debate between Trump and Harris
Next month's debate between Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump won't have an audience, live microphones when candidates aren't speaking, or written notes.

    


That's according to rules that host network ABC News shared this week with both campaigns. 
A copy of the rules was provided to the Associated Press on Thursday by a senior Trump campaign official on condition of anonymity ahead of the network's announcement. The Harris campaign on Thursday insisted it was still discussing the muting of mics with ABC. 




The parameters now in place for the Sept. 10 debate are essentially the same as they were for the June debate between Trump and President Joe Biden, a disastrous performance for the incumbent Democrat that fueled his exit from the campaign. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris' campaign had advocated for live microphones for the whole debate, saying in a statement that the practice would "fully allow for substantive exchanges between the candidates."
Army says Arlington Cemetery employee 'abruptly pushed aside' during wreath-laying attended by Trump

The Army says an Arlington Cemetery official was "abruptly pushed aside" during an altercation with a member of Trump's campaign staff that took place as Trump was attending a wreath-laying for service members killed in the Afghanistan war withdrawal.

    


In a statement Thursday, the Army said the employee was trying to make sure those participating in the wreath-laying ceremony were following the rules, and "acted with professionalism and avoided further disruption."
The Trump campaign has been facing blowback since an NPR report said that two Trump campaign staff members had "verbally abused and pushed" aside a cemetery official who tried to stop them from filming and photographing in Section 60, the burial site for military personnel killed while fighting in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Federal law prohibits campaign or election-related activities within Army national military cemeteries.
The Trump campaign has claimed the Republican presidential nominee's team was allowed to have a photographer during the Monday event and has contested the allegation that a campaign staffer pushed a cemetery official.

Trump campaign adviser Lewandowski says Harris has been dodging the news media 
Trump campaign adviser Corey Lewandowski says Vice President Kamala Harris has been dodging the news media ahead of her interview Thursday night on CNN. 
Lewandowski, who was recently brought back to the Trump campaign, said the former president has conducted more than three dozen interviews in recent weeks while Harris refused to grant an interview to a major news outlet. 

    


He also complained that Trump will have to "beat two Democratic nominees" after Harris' "coronation" by Democrats, following President Joe Biden's withdrawal from the race. Harris "can't hide" from the Biden administration's record on jobs and inflation, Lewandowski told reporters on a call Thursday morning.

Polling shows ramped-up enthusiasm among Democrats since Harris became the presidential nominee


    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Democrats' enthusiasm about their vote in November has surged over the past few months, according to polling from Gallup. About 8 in 10 Democrats now say they are more enthusiastic than usual about voting, compared with 55% in March. 
This gives them an enthusiasm edge they did not have earlier this year. Republicans' enthusiasm has increased by much less over the same period. About two-thirds of Republicans now say they are more enthusiastic than usual about voting.
Trump visiting swing districts in Michigan and Wisconsin as battleground campaigning ramps up
Donald Trump is scheduled to campaign Thursday in Michigan and Wisconsin as the former president ramps up battleground state travel heading into the traditional Labor Day turn toward the fall election.

    


Trump's intense focus on recapturing states he won in 2016 but lost narrowly in 2020 continues with stops in the middle of Michigan and western Wisconsin.
Trump's day starts with an afternoon rally in Potterville, Michigan, near the state capital of Lansing. Trump won Eaton County, where part of Lansing is located, in both 2016 and 2020, but by a smaller margin the second time.
Later, he'll visit La Crosse, Wisconsin, for a town hall moderated by former Rep. Tulsi Gabbard, who endorsed him in Detroit. It will be Trump's first visit to Wisconsin since the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee.
Harris, Walz will sit down for first major TV interview of their presidential campaign
Vice President Kamala Harris and her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, will sit down Thursday for their first major television interview of their presidential campaign as the duo travels in southeast Georgia on a bus tour. 

    


The interview with CNN's Dana Bash will give Harris a chance to quell criticism that she has eschewed uncontrolled environments, while also giving her a fresh platform to define her campaign and test her political mettle ahead of an upcoming debate with former President Donald Trump set for Sept. 10. But it also carries risk as her team tries to build on momentum from the ticket shakeup following Joe Biden's exit and last week's Democratic National Convention. 
The CNN interview is set to air at 9 p.m. EDT. It is scheduled to be taped at 1:45 p.m. EDT during Harris' two-day bus tour through southeast Georgia that culminates with an evening rally in Savannah. 
Joint interviews during an election year are a fixture in politics; Biden and Harris, Trump and Mike Pence, Barack Obama and Biden -- all did them at a similar point in the race.
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            Iraqi Army soldiers stand guard near the debris of a drone shot down by Iraq's air defenses in Kirkuk, Iraq, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Str)
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                                        IRBIL, Iraq (AP) -- Iraqi air defenses shot down a Turkish drone Thursday morning over the northern city of Kirkuk, Iraqi military officials said.
The incident came as the two countries have been attempting to develop closer economic and security ties, raising concerns amid the already volatile security situation in the region.
Brig. Gen. Abdul Salam, deputy commander of air defense, told reporters that the drone came from the direction of Sulaymaniyah and crossed into Iraqi airspace. He said it was a Turkish drone and was shot down by the Iraqi air force in the Chiman area of Kirkuk.
The Iraqi air force said in a statement that the drone was issued a warning "according to protocol" and was then shot down by air defenses. It said the drone fell on a civilian house, causing "only material losses."
"Based on the inspection of the wreckage parts of the drone, it was found to be of the Turkish type," it said.

    


Turkish Foreign Ministry Spokesman Oncu Keceli said Turkish and Iraqi authorities were in "coordination" to shed light on the incident and reiterated Turkey's determination to "fight against terrorism."




Witnesses reported seeing the drone spiraling out of control before it crashed on the outskirts of the city. Security forces cordoned off the site.
The drone landed next to a civilian house, but no casualties or significant property damage were immediately reported.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kirkuk is a strategically significant city with a diverse religious and ethnic population that has been the focus of political and ethnic issues and the site of military operations against remnants of the Islamic State extremist group.
Turkey often launches strikes against targets in Syria and Iraq that it believes to be affiliated with the Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK, a Kurdish separatist group that has waged an insurgency against Turkey since the 1980s and is banned there and in Iraq.

    


The PKK has maintained bases in northern Iraq's semi-autonomous Kurdish region. In recent months, Turkey has built up its troops in northern Iraq and has threatened an offensive to clear PKK forces from the border area.
In a statement posted on the social media platform X, formerly known as Twitter, Keceli also noted the strengthening cooperation between Turkey and Iraq against "terrorism," including Iraq's decision to list the PKK as a banned organization. 
"Both countries are determined for this cooperation to yield concrete results on the field and for the coordination between the competent authorities to be increased," Keceli wrote.
Baghdad has complained that the strikes are a breach of its sovereignty but has also taken a tougher stance against the PKK in recent months.
Last week, two female journalists with a local Kurdish outlet were killed in a reported Turkish airstrike that hit their car in northern Iraq's semi-autonomous Kurdish region, sparking protests.
------------
Associated Press staff writer Suzan Fraser in Ankara contributed to this report.
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Union's top diplomat on Thursday ramped up pressure on Ukraine's international backers to lift restrictions on the use of weapons they provide to the conflict-ravaged country to allow its armed forces to strike targets inside Russia.
The U.S. restricts the use of long-range ballistic missiles it provides to Ukraine and some EU members also limit the use of their weapons. Ukraine is desperate to target airfields and other military installations inside Russia that are used to stage attacks on its armed forces and civilians.
"We need to lift restrictions on the use of weaponry against Russian military targets, in accordance with international law," EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said as the bloc's foreign ministers gathered in Brussels to discuss Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
"The weaponry that we are providing to Ukraine has to have full use, and the restrictions have to be lifted in order for the Ukrainians to be able to target the places where Russia is bombing them. Otherwise, the weaponry is useless," Borrell told reporters.

    


Speaking alongside Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, Borrell condemned Russia's attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure. 




"Russia wants to bomb a European country into full capitulation," he said.
Kuleba said that Ukraine's backers would only have themselves to blame if Russia wins.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The success of Russia depends on one thing: on the preparedness of partners to make bold decisions. If decisions are taken, Ukraine is successful on the ground. If they are not taken, then do not complain on Ukraine, complain on yourself," he said.
Kuleba insisted that Ukraine only wants to attack "legitimate military targets" inside Russia.
"If we are supplied a sufficient amount of missiles, if we are allowed to strike, we will significantly decrease the capacity of Russia to inflict damage on our critical infrastructure and we will improve the situation of our forces on the ground," he said.

    


He also urged the West to make good on promises to quickly send military support to Ukraine.
"We pay for all these delays, with the damage and loss of lives," he said. Kuleba called in particular for the rapid delivery of Patriot air defense systems.
He urged "all countries who pledged to deliver Patriot systems months ago to finally deliver them. They are there, they are ready for delivery. What is lacking is just the final go, the green light to do it."
Ukraine said last month that it needs 25 Patriot air defense systems to fully defend its airspace and protect the country from Russian missile attacks.
Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto, whose country has styled itself as a peacemaker in Ukraine and opposes both the EU and NATO's approach to the war, said that his European partners appeared to be suffering from "war psychosis."
"The majority of European Union countries, together with the Brussels elite and the bureaucrats here, take an absolute pro-war position," Szijjarto said. He told reporters that he expects that "this blind, pro-war stance and pro-war psychosis will persist in the coming months."

    


Thursday's EU meeting had been scheduled to take place in Budapest, but Borrell, with the backing of several member countries, decided to hold it in Brussels in protest at Hungary's stance on Ukraine.
___
Bela Szandelszky contributed to this report from Budapest, Hungary.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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                    FILE - A woman smokes on a street, in London, on April 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British Prime Minister Keir Starmer confirmed Thursday that his government is looking at introducing tougher anti-smoking measures, which could potentially see a ban on smoking in outdoor spaces, including at pubs and restaurants. 
His confirmation came after the Sun newspaper said a ban on smoking outside in pub gardens, outdoors in pubs and restaurants, and outside facilities such as hospitals, universities and sports grounds, was under discussion. 
The prospect was widely criticized by hospitality bosses, who said it would be an overreach of the state and another potential blow to their finances.
Smoking in the U.K. has been banned inside pubs, restaurants and most workplaces since 2007. Still, smoking-related illnesses remain a drain on the National Health Service, costing it over 2.5 billion pounds a year in England alone, according to figures from the NHS. 

    


"My starting point on this is to remind everybody that over 80,000 people lose their lives every year because of smoking," Starmer said in Paris while visiting French President Emmanuel Macron. "So, yes, we are going to take decisions in this space, more details will be revealed, but this is a preventable series of deaths and we've got to take action to reduce the burden on the NHS and the taxpayer."




Starmer's Labour government, which was elected in July, has already said it will reintroduce the former Conservative administration's legislation to outlaw the sale of tobacco to anyone born on or after January 2009. Under that plan, which didn't become law because the election was called early, the legal age that people in England can buy cigarettes will be raised by one year, every year until it is eventually illegal for the whole population.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Deborah Arnott, chief executive of the health charity Action on Smoking and Health, or ASH, said the priority for the government has to be bringing back that bill to severely reduce smoking among the next generation.

    


"ASH would support the inclusion of powers to extend smoke-free laws outdoors, subject to consultation," she said. "However, it's also important to ensure that there are still outdoor areas where people who smoke can smoke in the open air, rather than inside their homes."
Scores of countries around the world have banned smoking in indoor environments, and many have extended those bans outdoors, though not necessarily to bars and restaurants. 
The number of people who smoke in the U.K. has declined by two-thirds since the 1970s, but some 6.4 million people in the country -- or about 13% of the population -- still smoke, according to official figures. In 2007, the legal age of sale for tobacco was raised from 16 to 18 alongside the smoking ban indoors. 
While health professionals broadly welcomed the prospect of a smoking ban outdoors, others argued that it is an unnecessary intrusion by the state on people's lifestyle choices and another potential burden on businesses still struggling to recoup the losses during the coronavirus pandemic and the subsequent surge in energy prices following Russia's invasion of Ukraine, which raised operating costs and depressed sales.

    


The number of pub closures increased to 80 per month over the first three months of 2024, up by 51% compared with the same period last year, according to official data for England and Wales.
"As we consider the implications of these potential restrictions, we must question whether such an approach is truly in the public interest, or whether it risks over-regulation at the cost of personal freedom and business viability," said Michael Kill, chief executive of the Night Time Industries Association.
Clive Watson, pub entrepreneur and chairman of Inda pub group, said it's a "bonkers" idea that "will encourage customers to stay at home, meaning there is no health upside."
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                    FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, leads a meeting with top security and defense officials at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside of Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 12, 2024, to discuss the fighting in the Kursk and Belgorod border regions of Russia. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        Russian President Vladimir Putin will visit Mongolia next week, the Kremlin said Thursday, despite the country being a member of the International Criminal Court, which last year issued a warrant for his arrest.
The visit, scheduled for Sept. 3, will be Putin's first trip to an ICC member state since the warrant was issued in March 2023 over suspected war crimes in Ukraine. 
Under the court's founding treaty, the Rome Statute, ICC members are bound to detain suspects for whom an arrest warrant has been issued by the court, if they set foot on their soil. 
But the court doesn't have any enforcement mechanism. In a famous case, then Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir wasn't arrested in 2015 when he visited South Africa, which is a member of the court, sparking angry condemnation by rights activists and the country's main opposition party.

    


The Kremlin, which had previously stressed that it doesn't recognize the jurisdiction of the ICC, didn't comment on the prospects of Putin being arrested in Mongolia.
According to the Kremlin's online statement, Putin will travel to Mongolia upon the invitation of President Ukhnaa Khurelsukh "to participate in the ceremonial events dedicated to the 85th anniversary of the joint victory of the Soviet and Mongolian armed forces over the Japanese militarists on the Khalkhin Gol River." Putin will also hold talks with Khurelsukh and other top Mongolian officials, the statement read. 




The ICC has accused Putin of personal responsibility for the abductions of children from Ukraine, where Moscow has fought a devastating war for the last 21/2 years. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It was the first time the global court has issued a warrant against a leader of one of the five permanent members of the U.N. Security Council. The ICC said in a statement that Putin "is allegedly responsible for the war crime of unlawful deportation of (children) and that of unlawful transfer of (children) from occupied areas of Ukraine to the Russian Federation." 

    


The Kremlin has dismissed the warrant as "null and void." 
Putin hasn't traveled to ICC member states ever since. Putin skipped a summit of the BRICS bloc of developing economies last year in South Africa. 
South Africa lobbied Moscow for months for Putin not to attend to avoid the diplomatic fallout since the country is an ICC member, and ultimately announced the countries had reached a "mutual agreement" that Putin not attend a meeting he's normally a fixture at. The Kremlin said that Putin had decided not to attend in person. He instead took part in the summit in Johannesburg by video link, during which he launched a tirade against the West.
Last, year, the Kremlin also bristled at old ally Armenia over its decision to join the ICC, adding to the growing tensions between Moscow and Yerevan. Armenian officials, however, quickly sought to assure Russia that Putin wouldn't be arrested if he entered the country.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            This image released by ShowBiz Direct shows Penelope Ann Miller, right, and Dennis Quaid in a scene from "Reagan." (Beth Dubber/ShowBiz Direct via AP)
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            This image released by ShowBiz Direct shows Dennis Quaid in a scene from "Reagan." (Noah Hamilton/ShowBiz Direct via AP)
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            This image released by ShowBiz Direct shows David Henrie in a scene from "Reagan." (ShowBiz Direct via AP)
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                                        "Is there anything worse than an actor with a cause?" asks an annoyed Jane Wyman, Ronald Reagan's first wife, early in "Reagan," the new biopic starring Dennis Quaid.
Well, after watching two more hours of this story, an adoring look back at the man who served two terms as our 40th president, we can report that there is definitely one thing worse: An actor without a movie.
Let's not blame the star, though. Quaid, who has played more than one president, has certainly got the charismatic grin, the pomaded hair and especially that distinctive, folksy voice down -- close your eyes, and it sounds VERY familiar. If he were to appear on "Saturday Night Live" in the role, it would feel like a casting coup akin to Larry David as Bernie Sanders.
But this is not an "SNL" skit, despite the fact that Jon Voight appears throughout with a heavy Russian accent as a KGB spy, but we'll get to that. This is a 135-minute film that demands a lot more depth. And, so, to co-opt a political phrase from Bill Clinton, whom Quaid also has played: It's the script, stupid.

    


Lovingly directed by Sean McNamara with a screenplay by Howard Klausner, "Reagan" begins with a chilling event (and a parallel to a recent one): the assassination attempt on Reagan in Washington in March 1981, only two months after he became president.




There are those who say Reagan cemented his relationship with the public by surviving that attempt; he famously told wife Nancy from his bed: "Honey, I forgot to duck." In any case, the filmmakers use the event to set up their story, and will return to it later on, chronologically.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But their early point is that Reagan came away from the scare with a divine plan. "My mother used to say that everything in life happens for a reason, even the most disheartening setbacks," he says. And as he will tell Tip O'Neill, the House speaker, everything from then on will be part of that divine plan.

    


The yet broader point here is that Reagan, according to this film, was basically solely responsible for the eventual downfall of the Soviet Union, because he showed the people of the world what freedom meant. "I knew that he was the one," says Viktor Petrovich, the retired spy played by Voight as a narrator figure throughout -- meaning the one who would bring it all down. The script is based on Paul Kengor's "The Crusader: Ronald Reagan and the Fall of Communism," and Kengor has said Viktor is based on a number of KGB agents and analysts who tracked Reagan for years.
That point is made early and often. The rest is a history reel, with lots of glorious, loving lighting around our star. We go back to his younger years, learning about his mother and what she taught him about faith, and then his Hollywood years as an actor, Screen Actors Guild president (and a Democrat) before fully committing to politics, and the GOP.
We also see a newly divorced Reagan meet a winsome Nancy Davis, who will become his second wife, loving partner and constant companion. Like Quaid, Penelope Ann Miller is a perfectly fine actor who has little nuance to work with here. Together, they embark on the path to political stardom, starting with the California governorship. When they arrive at a neighbor's home to campaign, the housewife at the door hears Reagan's "RR" initials and thinks he's Roy Rogers.

    


But a decade and change later, Reagan is sworn in as president, beginning his eight years in office. "It became my obsession to understand what was beneath the facade," says Voight's Petrovich, explaining why Reagan was so consequential.
Maybe, then, he could let us know?
Because when this movie ends, with the president's death in 2004 a decade after announcing he had Alzheimer's disease, we don't know a lot more than when we began about a figure so influential in American politics.
Sure, we get all the great hits. "Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!" we see him say in 1987 in Berlin, a scene with much buildup.
And it's fun to see the famous debate lines, like "There you go again," to Jimmy Carter in 1980, and of course his famously deft deflection of the age issue in 1984, with Walter Mondale. "I will not make age an issue of this campaign," the 73-year-old president told his questioner. "I am not going to exploit for political purposes my opponent's youth and inexperience."

    


The line, which made Mondale himself laugh, got Reagan back on track in the race. The movie, not so much.
"History is never about when, why, how -- it always comes down to 'who,'" says Voight's Petrovich. However historians feel about that, we would have gladly taken a more incisive look at when, why, how or anything else that would give us real insight, instead of an extended and glowing commercial, into who this man really was.
"Reagan," a Showbiz Direct release, has been rated PG-13 by the Motion Picture Association "for violent content and smoking." Running time: 135 minutes. One and a half stars out of four.
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            Palestinians municipality workers check a damaged house following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A man takes a picture of a wall displaying photos of Palestinians, who died during previous clashes, following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            This picture made available by the World Food Programme (WFP) in Rome on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, shows the WFP car that went under fire in the evening of Wednesday, Aug. 28, a few metres from an Israeli check point at the Wadi Gaza bridge. The U.N. food agency said Wednesday it is "pausing" the movement of all staff in Gaza until further notice after one of its clearly marked vehicles was hit by at least 10 bullets as it was moving toward an Israeli military checkpoint at the Wadi Gaza bridge in the center of the territory. (World Food Programme via AP, ho)
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            Palestinians stand outside a damaged mosque following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinians stand outside a heavily damaged mosque following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinians stand outside a heavily damaged mosque following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Israel-Hamas war latest: Israeli military says it killed 5 more militants in West Bank operation

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Palestinians municipality workers check a damaged house following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    Palestinians municipality workers check a damaged house following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            A man takes a picture of a wall displaying photos of Palestinians, who died during previous clashes, following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    A man takes a picture of a wall displaying photos of Palestinians, who died during previous clashes, following an Israeli military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Al-Faraa, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
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                                        The Israeli military says it has killed five more militants in a large-scale operation in the occupied West Bank, including a well-known local commander.
There was no immediate Palestinian confirmation on Thursday of the death of Mohammed Jaber, known as Abu Shujaa, a commander in the Islamic Jihad militant group in the Nur Shams refugee camp on the outskirts of the city of Tulkarem.
He became a hero for many Palestinians earlier this year when he was reported killed in an Israeli operation, only to make a surprise appearance at the funeral of other militants, where he was hoisted onto the shoulders of a cheering crowd.
Israel launched a large-scale operation in the West Bank overnight into Wednesday. Hamas said 10 of its fighters were killed in different locations, and the Palestinian Health Ministry reported an 11th casualty, without saying whether he was a fighter or a civilian.

    


Violence has surged in the West Bank since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack out of Gaza ignited the war there.
___
Here's the latest:
Starmer, Macron express concerns about Mideast tensions
PARIS -- The leaders of the United Kingdom and France expressed concern Thursday about rising tensions in the Middle East. 




After meeting in Paris, U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer and French President Emmanuel Macron ''will continue their discussions with counterparts in the region, to call on all parties to de-escalate,'' Macron's office said.
Starmer's office said they ''agreed on the urgency of concluding the cease-fire negotiations, and the importance of pursing a political solution that creates an irreversible pathway to a Palestinian state alongside the State of Israel, which can provide lasting security for both Israelis and Palestinians.''
Hostages relatives broadcast messages of support along the frontier

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

TEL AVIV, Israel -- Family members of hostages held by militants in the Gaza Strip gathered along the frontier to try to broadcast messages of support to their loved ones.
They set up a giant sound system on Thursday, hoping the captives might hear them.

    


"Hersh, Hersh, it's Mama, Hersh," yelled Rachel Goldberg-Polin, whose 23-year-old son Hersh was among the roughly 250 people taken hostage in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack that ignited the war in Gaza.
"It's day 328. We are all here, all the families of the remaining 107 hostages. Hersh, we are working day and night, and we will never stop!" she said.
Some family members, overcome with emotion, briefly entered a fenced-off zone along the border. Security forces brought them out after around 20 minutes, according to Israeli media.
The event was the culmination of a large convoy of cars that had left from Tel Aviv on Wednesday evening.
Family members are increasingly dismayed as negotiations over a cease-fire and the release of the hostages drag on with no sign of a breakthrough.
Hamas has said it will release the hostages in return for a lasting cease-fire, the withdrawal of Israeli forces and the release of high-profile Palestinian prisoners. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says he remains committed to destroying the militant group and returning all the captives.
"I will not give up until you return home, I will continue running to every place in the world until we bring a deal that will free you and all the hostages," Yehuda Cohen, father of hostage Nimrod Cohen, yelled across the border.

    


US national security adviser cites 'progress' in cease-fire negotiations
BEIJING -- U.S. mational security adviser Jake Sullivan says the negotiations over a cease-fire in Gaza and the release of hostages have made progress.
Speaking to reporters in Beijing on Thursday, he said "the negotiators are bearing down on the details, meaning that we have advanced the discussions to a point where it's in the nitty-gritty, and that is a positive sign of progress."
Officials from the United States, Egypt, Qatar and Israel have held several days of talks trying to hammer out an updated proposal that could be submitted to Hamas. But there has been no sign of a breakthrough, and Israel and Hamas remain far apart on key issues.
U.S. officials have said they are closing in on a deal, while Hamas has accused the United States of adopting unacceptable demands by Israel and trying to force them on the militant group. Officials in Egypt, one of the key mediators, have also expressed skepticism.

    


"At the end of the day, nothing is done until it's done. And so we're just going to keep working at this until we finally get the cease-fire and hostage deal across the line," Sullivan said.
Ireland's foreign minister says Israel is targeting Palestinian people and not just Hamas
BRUSSELS -- Ireland's foreign minister says Israel is targeting Palestinian people and not just Hamas with its military campaign in Gaza, and he wants the European Union to review its ties with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government.
"This is a war against Palestinians not just against Hamas. The level of civilian casualties and dead is unconscionable," Martin said Thursday at a meeting of EU foreign ministers in Brussels. "It's a war on the population. No point in trying to fudge this."

    


He said a recent ruling by the International Court of Justice that Israel's occupation of Gaza and the West Bank is unlawful obliges the EU to take action.
"It cannot be business as usual," Martin told reporters. "It is very clear to us that international humanitarian law has been broken."
Ties between the EU and Israel -- which are major trading partners -- are governed by a so-called Association Agreement. Ireland and Spain have been pressing their EU partners to examine whether Israel has broken the rules.
Martin also said that Ireland's transport department was looking into reports that Israel may have transported weapons through Irish airspace without permission.
"Any cargo planes carrying weapons must seek exemptions. Exemptions have not been sought in respect of any flights," he said.
UN secretary-general calls for immediate halt to Israeli operation in West Bank
UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N. secretary-general is calling for an immediate halt to Israel's large-scale military operation in the West Bank.
Antonio Guterres also called on Israel's government to comply with its obligations under international law and take measures to protect civilians, according to a written statement from his spokesman Stephane Dujarric late Thursday.
The United Nations says Israel's use of airstrikes and other military means in the Jenin, Tulkarm and Tubas governorates of the West Bank resulted in casualties and damage to civilian infrastructure. Israel's military says at least 10 Palestinian militants have been killed in the operation.
The statement also called for injured people to be granted access to medical care and for humanitarian workers to be able to distribute aid to those in need.
"These dangerous developments are fueling an already explosive situation in the occupied West Bank and further undermining the Palestinian Authority," the statement said.
EU's top diplomat says bloc should consider sanctions on Israeli ministers
BRUSSELS -- The European Union's top diplomat says that the bloc should consider imposing sanctions on a number of Israeli government ministers over their remarks about the war in Gaza.
"Some Israeli ministers have been launching hateful messages, unacceptable hateful messages, against the Palestinians and proposing things that go clearly against international law and is an incitation to commit more crimes," EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said.
Borrell did not name the ministers, but earlier this month he criticized Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich over remarks suggesting that the starvation of Gaza's population of more than 2 million Palestinians "might be just and moral" until hostages captured in Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel are returned home.
Borrell said there should be "no taboos" to prevent the EU from ensuring that international humanitarian law is respected. Borrell was chairing a meeting of the bloc's foreign ministers in Brussels on Thursday, and he wanted them to discuss possible sanctions.
But the 27 EU member countries are divided over their approach to the war in Gaza and it's unlikely that they would all agree on such a move.
UN food agency 'pauses' movement in Gaza after its vehicle is hit by bullets
UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. food agency says it is "pausing" the movement of all staff in Gaza until further notice after one of its clearly marked vehicles was hit by at least 10 bullets as it was moving toward an Israeli military checkpoint at the Wadi Gaza bridge in the center of the territory.
The World Food Program announcement Wednesday afternoon said the vehicle was struck Tuesday evening despite receiving multiple clearances by Israeli authorities to approach. "None of the employees onboard were physically harmed," WFP said.
The agency said two armored WFP vehicles were returning from the Kerem Shalom crossing after escorting a convoy of trucks carrying humanitarian cargo routed to Gaza's central area.
"Though this is not the first security incident to occur during the war it is the first time that a WFP vehicle has been directly shot at near a checkpoint, despite securing the necessary clearances, as per standard protocol," the Rome-based agency said.
It called the incident "a stark reminder of the rapidly and ever shrinking humanitarian space in the Gaza Strip, where increasing violence compromises our ability to deliver life-saving assistance."
WFP said this critical situation is exacerbated "by restricted access and heightened risks" which has led to a decrease in the amount of food reading Palestinians in desperate need. 
U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said the vehicle was struck by Israeli military gunfire, "including with bullets targeting front windows." He said the incident shows the need for more U.N. armored vehicles, saying the two people inside the WFP vehicle were saved because it was armored.
Israeli authorities recover body of a soldier abducted and killed by Hamas
JERUSALEM -- Israeli authorities said Wednesday that they have recovered the body of a soldier who was abducted and killed by Hamas on Oct. 7 and who had since been held in the Gaza Strip.
Israeli's military and the Shin Beit internal security agency rescued the remains of the fallen soldier in a joint operation overnight and returned them to Israel, according to a statement.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu mourned the man's death, saying he had fallen "in a heroic battle" on Oct. 7 while defending Israeli communities near Gaza.
"The heart of the entire nation mourns the terrible loss," Netanyahu said.
The soldier was not identified at the family's request.
The war in Gaza erupted when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel and rampaged through army bases and farming communities, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250. The militants are still holding 107 hostages, about a third of whom are believed to be dead, after most of the rest were released during a November cease-fire.
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea's Constitutional Court on Thursday ordered the government to back its climate goals with more concrete plans for action through 2049, handing a partial victory to climate campaigners who say the country's failure to cut emissions faster amounts to a violation of their rights.
The court, which weighs the constitutionality of laws, mandated the rewriting of the country's climate law while ruling on four climate cases raised by 255 plaintiffs, including many young people who were children or teenagers when they began filing the complaints against the government and lawmakers in 2020.
"Today's ruling confirms that climate change is an issue related to our fundamental rights and everyone has a right to be safe from climate change," Sejong Youn, one of the lawyers representing the plaintiffs, said in a news conference outside the court.

    


"The ball is now with the government and the National Assembly," he said, referring to South Korea's parliament.
The campaigners argued that South Korea's current goal of cutting carbon emissions by 35% from 2018 levels by 2030 is inadequate to manage the impact of climate change, and that such objectives weren't backed by sufficient implementation plans.




They also pointed out that the country has yet to establish plans to reduce carbon emissions after 2031, despite its goals of achieving carbon neutrality by 2050. The plaintiffs allege that South Korea's lax climate policies violate their human rights by leaving them vulnerable to future deteriorations in the environment and climate-related harm.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The court did not require South Korea's government to set up a more ambitious 2030 target under its carbon neutrality act and also rejected the plaintiffs' calls for more specific plans to ensure implementation, saying that they failed to demonstrate that the policy was unconstitutional.

    


However, the court did uphold the plaintiffs' argument that the country needed to establish plans for cutting emissions from 2031 to 2049 and ordered the government to modify the carbon neutrality law by Feb. 28, 2026, to include such plans.
Lee Eun-ae, one of the court's nine justices, said the lack of concrete plans to reduce emissions after 2031 is unconstitutional because it fails to sufficiently protect basic rights, infringes on the environmental rights of plaintiffs and "transfers an excessive burden" to future generations.
The South Korean Ministry of Environment said in a statement that it respects the court's decision and plans to "faithfully implement follow-up measures."
Activists and lawyers representing the plaintiffs welcomed the court's decision, expressing hope that it could inspire similar action in Asia and other parts of the world. They urged the government and legislators to strengthen the country's 2030 target as well as set up plans from 2031 to 2049.
Han Je-ah, one of the youngest plaintiffs at 12, said the ruling felt "joyful and satisfying like a wish coming true."
"The climate crisis is not a future problem, but a reality that everyone is experiencing now," she said. "I hope this ruling will bring bigger changes so that children like me don't have to file constitutional complaints in the future."

    


The government of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol, who took office in 2022, has focused much of its energy policy on promoting nuclear-generated electricity. Environmentalists have criticized South Korea over what they see as a weak commitment to reduce dependence on coal and other fossil fuel and promote renewable energy sources. South Korea currently gets about 9% of its electricity from renewable sources, significantly lower than the 34% average among rich nations making up the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.
The Korea Federation for Environmental Movements, an activist group, criticized the court for not forcing the country to strengthen its climate target. In a statement, the group said the government shouldn't get a "free pass" on its "passive greenhouse gas reduction targets that are increasing critical environmental risks and future uncertainties."

    


But Mie Asaoka, a lawyer who is supporting a similar climate campaign in Japan, called the South Korean ruling a "significant judicial decision in Asia" and expressed hope that it would serve as a "catalyst for change" in Japan. 
She said Japanese plaintiffs have recently filed a climate lawsuit against 10 thermal power companies while calling for the country to commit to stronger plans to cut carbon emissions for 2030 and 2035. 
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                    Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus signs a document after taking the oath of office as the head of Bangladesh's interim government, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar)
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                                        DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -- Bangladesh's interim government on Thursday signed the instrument of accession to an international convention of the United Nations aiming at preventing enforced disappearances as a state party, authorities said. 
Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, who took over this month as head of the government after former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina stepped down and fled the country to India amid a mass uprising, signed the accession to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances, his press department said in a statement.
The signing took place during a weekly meeting of the interim government's advisory council amid applause from the council members, the statement said.
"It is a historic occasion," Yunus was quoted as saying.
The move came just one day before the International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances. There have long been accusations that during Hasina's 15-year-rule, hundreds of Bangladeshis, including critics and opposition activists, became the victims of enforced disappearances.

    


Earlier this week, the interim government established a commission to investigate cases of enforced disappearances during Hasina's rule since 2009. 




New York-based group Human Rights Watch, in a letter to Yunus, said that according to Bangladeshi human rights monitors, security forces carried out more than 600 enforced disappearances since 2009. While some people were later released, produced in court or said to have died during armed exchanges with security forces, nearly 100 people still remain disappeared.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The group also said that leaked information from military intelligence records indicates that some individuals who were forcibly disappeared were killed in custody. For victims who were returned and for those who are still missing, justice and accountability remains elusive, it said.

    


The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance is an international human rights instrument of the U.N. intended to prevent forced disappearance, which has been defined in international law as part of crimes against humanity. The document was adopted by the U.N. General Assembly in 2006 and opened for signature the next year.
On Thursday, Hasina faced a 100th case -- all of them on murder charges -- involving the recent student protests. The U.N. said nearly 650 people died since July 15 when the student protests turned violent, and the figures also covered the deaths of many in new violence after Hasina left the country on Aug. 5.
Also, on Thursday, a father of a slain student who died in the student protest filed a complaint with a tribunal in Dhaka against 52 people, including Hasina and 32 journalists, teachers and writers. The case document seen by The Associated Press accuses them of instigating Hasina to commit mass murder during the recent protests by using security forces to quell the demonstrations.
Many of the senior journalists have gone into hiding in fear of being arrested and harassed. 

    


One of the journalists whose name is on the list told the AP that such cases were being filed as a scare tactic and to stifle the freedom of expression. He spoke on condition of anonymity over fears of further harassment. 
Human Rights Watch recently expressed concern over the recent arrest of a journalist couple in a similar case.
Meenakshi Ganguly, deputy director of the agency's Asia Division, in an email to the AP, recently said that it was extremely concerning that the justice system "is replicating its abusive and partisan behavior since the fall of the Awami League government of Hasina with arbitrary arrests and failure in due process, merely reversing those targeted." 
"While there is legitimate anger over the abuses under Sheikh Hasina's authoritarian governance, the focus should be on reform, not reprisal, which will only serve to undermine the pledges of the interim government," she had said.
The Yunus-led government has attempted to restore political stability in the country as police forces and other government sectors are demoralized after attacks by protesters. The interim government is also facing new challenges as a devastating flood ravaged the country's eastern and other regions. Thursday's latest count said that at least 52 people died in the flooding.
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            FILE - Filmmaker Errol Morris poses for a portrait to promote his film, "The Pigeon Tunnel" a documentary about John le Carre, during the Toronto International Film Festival in Toronto on Sept. 12, 2023. Morris' latest film, "Separation," premiered at the Venice Film Festival on Thursday. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Director Errol Morris appears at the photo call for the film '"merican Dharma" at the 75th edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy on Sept. 5, 2018. Morris' latest film, "Separation," premiered at the Venice Film Festival on Thursday. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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                                        VENICE, Italy (AP) -- Filmmaker Errol Morris turned his lens toward the U.S. government's border policies and family separation in the documentary "Separated," which premiered at Thursday at the Venice Film Festival. 
The Trump administration separated thousands of migrant parents from their children as it moved to criminally prosecute people for illegally crossing the Southwestern border. Minors, who could not be held in criminal custody with their parents, were transferred to the Department of Health and Human Services.
Facing strong opposition, Trump eventually reversed course in 2018, days before a federal judge in San Diego halted the practice and ordered immediate reunification in a lawsuit brought by the American Civil Liberties Union.
According to figures released by the Department of Homeland Security, 3,881 children were separated from their families from 2017 to 2021.

    


The film, which is not in competition at the festival, is based on journalist Jacob Soboroff's book "Separated: Inside an American Tragedy." Morris, the Oscar-winning documentarian behind the Robert S. McNamara film "The Fog of War," made "Separated" in collaboration with NBC News Studios, Participant, Fourth Floor and Moxie Pictures.




Though focused on what transpired during the Trump administration, it begins with several voices of American presidents speaking about immigration.
"This is not just a problem of the Trump administration, though Trump escalated it to new levels of horror," Morris said. "There has to be a better way."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The film was intended it to be both an exploration of the "terrible misdeeds of our recent past" and a "cautionary tale for the future," he wrote in a director's statement.
Soboroff, a correspondent with NBC News, said that as a journalist he's not "here to advocate for one particular policy decision or another." Their hope, though, is for it to not happen again.

    


"Separated" includes a dramatic recreation of a family separation, brought to life by actors Gabriela Cartol and Diego Armando Lara Lagunes, as well as interviews with Elaine Duke, the former acting head of the Department of Homeland Security, an employee of the Office of Refugee Resettlement and whistleblower Jonathan White.
"We want people to be able to remember what happened and internalize the truth," Soboroff said.
On his first day in office in 2021, President Joe Biden issued an executive order to reunite families that were split up. Two years later, the task force had reconnected nearly 700 children with their families; nearly 1,000 remained separated from their families.
The film, which runs only 93 minutes, does not yet have distribution. The moderator asked if they hoped that it might be acquired, and seen, before November's U.S. presidential election. 
"To me it's essential that this comes out before the election," Morris said. "I want this to come out before the election with the hope that it could make a difference."
___
For more coverage of the 2024 Venice Film Festival, visit https://apnews.com/hub/venice-film-festival.
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            White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan met with Chinese President Xi Jinping Thursday in Beijing as he wraps up his three-day trip to China. This is Sullivan's first visit to China as national security adviser and one aimed at maintaining communication to avoid differences over Taiwan and other issues from spiralling into conflict.
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            Beijing and Washington will plan for a phone call in the coming weeks between Chinese President Xi Jinping and U.S. President Joe Biden, the White House said Wednesday after National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan met Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Beijing. (AP Video shot by Wayne Zhang)
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            Zhang Youxia, vice chairman of the CPC Central Military Commission, right, shakes hands with White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan before a meeting at the Bayi building in Beijing, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, Pool)
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        Chinese leader Xi meets US national security adviser as the two powers try to avoid conflict
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                                    White House National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan met with Chinese President Xi Jinping Thursday in Beijing as he wraps up his three-day trip to China. This is Sullivan's first visit to China as national security adviser and one aimed at maintaining communication to avoid differences over Taiwan and other issues from spiralling into conflict.
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                                    Beijing and Washington will plan for a phone call in the coming weeks between Chinese President Xi Jinping and U.S. President Joe Biden, the White House said Wednesday after National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan met Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Beijing. (AP Video shot by Wayne Zhang)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Chinese leader Xi Jinping met with U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan on Thursday as the latter wound up a three-day visit with the stated aim of keeping communications open in a relationship that has become increasingly tense in recent years.
Sullivan, on his first trip to China as the main adviser to President Joe Biden on national security issues, earlier met with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi and a top general from the Central Military Commission.
Starting with a trade war that dates back to 2018, China and the United States have grown at odds over a range of issues, from global security, such as China's claims over the South China Sea, to industrial policy on electric vehicle and solar panel manufacturing. Sullivan's trip this week is meant to keep the tensions from spiraling into conflict.
"We believe that competition with China does not have to lead to conflict or confrontation. The key is responsible management through diplomacy," he told reporters at a news conference shortly before leaving Beijing.

    


Both governments are eager to keep relations on an even keel ahead of a change in the U.S. presidency in January. They said they remain committed to managing the relationship, following up on a meeting between Xi and Biden in San Francisco last November.




"While great changes have taken place in the two countries and in China-U.S. relations, China's commitment to the goal of a stable, healthy and sustainable China-U.S. relationship remains unchanged," Xi said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"President Biden is committed to responsibly managing this consequential relationship to ensure that competition does not veer into conflict or confrontation, and to work together where our interests align," Sullivan said.
The two countries agreed to work toward a phone call between Xi and Biden in the coming weeks, and Sullivan indicated the two could meet in person at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation or Group of 20 summits later this year.

    


"The likelihood is they'll both be there and if they are, it would only be natural for them to have the chance to sit down with one another," he said.
Xi and Sullivan's meeting also touched on the issues of American citizens detained in China, on Taiwan and also on the clashes between the China and Philippines in the South China Sea.
The two also discussed China's support for Russia, as a recent U.S. assessment found that the country was exporting technology that Russia uses to manufacture missiles, tanks and other weaponry. They also discussed efforts to end the Ukraine war, but Sullivan said they did not make any progress on that issue.
Sullivan said an agreement to have a call between the military theater commanders was a "very positive outcome" of his meetings and that they hope to deepen military-to-military communication so it can be passed on to whoever succeeds Biden as president. 
A decades old-issue, Taiwan in recent years has re-emerged as a critical one as the island's ties with China became increasingly strained over Beijing's claims that Taiwan is part of China. 

    


Taiwan, a self-governing island that split from communist China in 1949, has rejected Beijing's demands that it accept unification with the mainland. The U.S. is obligated under a domestic law to provide the island with sufficient hardware and technology to deter invasion. 
Sullivan also met one of China's vice chairs of the Central Military Commission, Gen. Zhang Youxia, on Thursday morning -- a rare meeting with a visiting U.S. official. 
Zhang said that reunification of Taiwan with the mainland is "the mission and responsibility" of the military, according to a statement from China's Defense Ministry.
"China demands that the United States stop military collusion between the U.S. and Taiwan, stop arming Taiwan and stop spreading false narratives about Taiwan," the statement said, without elaborating on what the false narratives are.
Sullivan said "it is rare that we have the opportunity to have this kind of exchange" and underscored "the need for us to responsibly manage U.S.-China relations."

    


A White House statement said the two had "recognized the progress in sustained, regular military-military communications over the past 10 months" and noted an agreement announced the previous day to hold a telephone call between commanders at the theater-level in the near future. On Taiwan, the U.S. statement said only that Sullivan had raised the importance of cross-Strait peace and stability.
China suspended communication between the two militaries and in a few other fields after a senior U.S. lawmaker, then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, visited Taiwan in August 2022. Talks were only gradually resumed more than a year later, after Xi and Biden met outside San Francisco in November.
A theater-level call would be between Adm. Samuel Paparo, who heads the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command in Hawaii, and his Chinese counterpart, said Danny Russel, a vice president at the Asia Society Policy Institute in New York.

    


"This theater command-level dialogue is critical for crisis prevention but something the Chinese military has been resisting," said Russel, a former assistant U.S. secretary of state for East Asian and Pacific affairs.
Paparo said this week that the U.S. military is open to consultations about escorting Philippine ships in the South China Sea, where they have clashed with Chinese ships trying to block them from small islands and outcroppings that both countries claim.
___
Wu reported from Bangkok. Associated Press writers Didi Tang and Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed.
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                    Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, center, Minister for Community Safety and Preparedness Torsten Schack Pedersen, right, Minister for Green Tripartite Jeppe Bruus, 2nd right, European Minister Marie Bjerre, left, Minister for Digitalisation Caroline Stage Olsen, 2nd left, Tax Minister Rasmus Stoklund, 4th right, and Social and Housing Minister Sophie Haestorp Andersen, 3rd right, are presented as new minister in front of Frederik VIII's Palace, Amalienborg Palace, in Copenhagen, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Mads Claus Rasmussen/Ritzau Scanpix via AP)
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen Thursday appointed six new ministers in a major reshuffle of her three-party centrist government, bringing the number of ministers to 25 -- the largest ever in 30 years. One of the ministers will head a new government office of emergency preparedness, climate change and cyber crimes. 
"The world has become more troubled," Frederiksen said as she announced that Torsten Schack Pedersen will be in charge of the new ministry, after the reshuffled cabinet was formally presented to King Frederik X. Denmark now joins Sweden to have such a department. 
Besides the new emergency office, the government now has two other new ministries, bringing the total to 25, the largest since the 1993-1994 Cabinet of Social Democratic Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen who had 24 ministers. 

    


Marie Bjerre left her job as minister for digitalization and gender equality, to become in charge of the European Union affairs, ahead of Denmark's rotating EU presidency in the second half of 2025.
Jeppe Bruus, the outgoing taxation minister, was brought in to head a brand new ministry, which will be coordinating Denmark's green policy. The Scandinavian country has a goal of 70% emissions reductions by 2030 and achieving net zero by 2050.




Bruus was replaced by Rasmus Stoklund while Bjerre's previous job was given to Caroline Stage Olsen, who became the digitalization minister. The gender equality portfolio was handed over to Environment Minister Magnus Heunicke.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In one of the major surprises, Copenhagen mayor Sophie Haestorp Andersen was appointed as minister in charge of social affairs instead of Pernille Rosenkrantz-Theil, who left the government. 
Frederiksen, who is the leader of the Social Democratic Party, announced Wednesday that she was doing a government reshuffle and creating three new ministries. 
In 2022, she presented the current majority government, consisting of her center-left Social Democrats, the center-right Liberal Party and the newly created centrist Moderates party. 
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            Czech Republic's Foreign Minister Jan Lipavsky, second right, speaks with Latvia's Foreign Minister Baiba Braze during a meeting of EU foreign ministers at the European Council building in Brussels, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- The European Union must rethink its relations with Israel as the death toll mounts in Gaza and the West Bank and impose sanctions on some Israeli government ministers accused of fomenting racial hatred, Ireland and the bloc's top diplomat said Thursday.
At a meeting of EU foreign ministers in Brussels, Ireland's foreign minister accused Israel of deliberately targeting civilians as well as Hamas militants with the military campaign it launched almost 11 months ago.
"This is a war against Palestinians not just against Hamas. The level of civilian casualties and dead is unconscionable," Micheal Martin told reporters. "It's a war on the population. No point in trying to fudge this."
Israel's offensive in Gaza has killed over 40,000 people, according to local health officials, displaced 90% of the population and destroyed its main cities. Hamas has lost thousands of fighters and much of its militant infrastructure.

    


Violence has also surged in the West Bank since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack inside southern Israel ignited the war there. Israel launched a large-scale operation in the West Bank this week, in which Hamas said 10 of its fighters were killed in different locations.




Martin said a legal opinion issued by the International Court of Justice that Israel's occupation of Gaza and the West Bank is unlawful obliges the EU to take action. The Palestinians have hailed it as "a watershed moment for Palestine, for justice and for international law."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It cannot be business as usual," Martin told reporters. "It is very clear to us that international humanitarian law has been broken."
Ties between the EU and Israel - which are major trading partners - are governed by a so-called Association Agreement. Ireland and Spain have been pressing their EU partners to examine whether Israel has broken the rules.
The EU is the world's top provider of aid to the Palestinians but holds little leverage over Israel, notably because the 27 member countries are deeply divided in their approach.

    


Austria, Germany and Hungary are staunch backers of Israel, while Ireland and Spain are more vocal in their support for the Palestinians. Nonetheless, the bloc does have credibility as a European project founded on peace.
EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell, with the backing of Ireland, urged the ministers to consider imposing sanctions on certain members of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's right-wing cabinet over their remarks about the war in Gaza.
"Some Israeli ministers have been launching hateful messages, unacceptable hateful messages, against the Palestinians and proposing things that go clearly against international law and is an (incitement) to commit more crimes," Borrell said.
Borrell did not name the ministers, but earlier this month he criticized Israel's Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich for suggesting that the starvation of Gaza's population of more than 2 million people "might be just and moral" until hostages captured in the Oct. 7 attack are returned home.
Borrell said there should be "no taboos" to prevent the EU from ensuring that international humanitarian law is respected.

    


German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock did not take a clear stand either way, saying only that things should be examined carefully on a case-by-case basis to assess "what are the allegations? Are these allegations enough to list to sanction?"
She underlined that any decision to impose sanctions would require unanimous support.
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                    This is a locator map for Iran with its capital, Tehran. (AP Photo)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- A gas leak caused the death of two people and injured 10 others at an Iranian Revolutionary Guard center, Iranian state television reported Thursday.
The leak occurred Wednesday night at a workshop belonging to the Guard in Isfahan province, and the injured people were transferred to a hospital for treatment, it said.
The Isfahan Provincial Guard identified the dead as Capt. Mojtaba Nazari and Lt. Col. Mokhtar Morshedi, the report said.
The Guard's statement did not say if the two senior officers died from being asphyxiated by gas or if the gas leak caused an explosion. It did not say how the people were injured or give other details.
A number of deadly explosions at Revolutionary Guard facilities have in recent years. The most notable came in 2011, when a blast at a missile base near Tehran killed 17 people including Commander Hassan Tehrani Moghaddam, who led the paramilitary force's missile program. Initially, authorities described the blast as an accident, though a former prisoner later said the Guard interrogated him on suspicion that Israel caused the explosion.

    


Tensions have remained high since Hamas' top political leader, Ismail Haniyeh, was killed on July 31 in the Iranian capital.




Iran accused Israel of killing Haniyeh, but Israel has not taken responsibility. Iranian top officials vowed to retaliate against Israel for the death of Haniyeh.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israeli officials rarely acknowledge operations carried out by the country's secret military units or its Mossad intelligence agency. However, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has long considered Iran to be the biggest threat his nation faces.
In April, Iranian air defenses at a major air base and at a nuclear site near the central city of Isfahan were employed against an assault in retaliation for Tehran's unprecedented drone-and-missile assault on Israel.

    


In January 2023, bomb-carrying drones struck a defense factory in the central city of Isfahan, while in April 2023, the country's air defense systems shot down a drone strike on an Isfahan defense factory.
Tehran faces challenges as its nuclear program rapidly enriches uranium closer than ever to weapons-grade levels since the collapse of its atomic accord with world powers.
Iran's central Isfahan province has been of interest to Israel because many of Iran's nuclear facilities are located there. The underground Natanz nuclear facility, located in the province, is the country's main uranium enrichment facility. There, centrifuges rapidly spin uranium hexafluoride gas to enrich uranium.
Iran sees Israel as a prime suspect in launching a series of attacks on Iran, including an April 2021 assault on its underground Natanz nuclear facility that damaged its centrifuges. In 2020, Iran blamed Israel for a sophisticated attack that killed its top military nuclear scientist.
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            In this photo released by Indonesia's Ministry of Defense, Australia's Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Richard Marles, left, shakes hands with Indonesian Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto during their meeting at the Military Academy in Magelang, Central Java, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Indonesian Ministry of Defense via AP)
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            In this photo released by Indonesia's Ministry of Defense, Australia's Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Richard Marles, left, and Indonesian Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto speak to the media during a press conference after their meeting at the Military Academy in Magelang, Central Java, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Indonesian Ministry of Defense via AP)
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            In this photo released by Indonesia's Ministry of Defense, Australia's Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Richard Marles, left, meets with Indonesian Defense Minister Prabowo Subianto at the Military Academy in Magelang, Central Java, Indonesia, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (Indonesian Ministry of Defense via AP)
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesia and Australia signed a defense agreement on Thursday that both sides described as a significant upgrade to their military relationship.
Indonesia's president-elect Prabowo Subianto, who also serves as defense minister, signed the Defense Cooperation Agreement with Australian Defense Minister Richard Marles at Indonesia's National Military Academy in Magelang, Central Java province.
Marles said the agreement, whose text has not been published, is "an important piece of international architecture, a treaty-level agreement" but not a military alliance. He added that the two countries plan to hold the largest joint military exercise in their history in November, which will be Australia's largest overseas exercise of the year.
The bilateral relationship is becoming increasingly important to Australia in face of growing tensions with China in the region. New Australian prime ministers typically make Jakarta one of their first overseas destinations.

    


Subianto has vowed to continue Indonesia's long-standing policy of non-alignment as president.
"We did it to work together, as neighbors who are in direct contact, to increase cooperation to help each other overcome various security threats and promote sustainable peace and stability in the Asia Pacific region," Subianto said on Thursday.




Australia's defense ministry said that the agreement will include "enhanced practical cooperation and interoperability between our defence forces in areas such as maritime security, counter terrorism, humanitarian and disaster relief, logistics support, education and training, as well as across defence industry."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The defense cooperation agreement between our two nations is the deepest. It's the the most significant defense agreement in the history of our bilateral relationship," Marles said on Thursday.
Indonesia's Defense Ministry said that the agreement that would help prevent future security threats in the Asia-Pacific region through collaborative efforts to maintain peace and stability.
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            FILE - Two French Dassault Rafale fighter jets fly after a signing ceremony between French President Emmanuel Macron and Croatia's Prime Minister Andrej Plenkovic in Zagreb, Croatia, Thursday, Nov. 25, 2021. Macron starts a two-day state visit to Serbia on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024 with the focus on a possible sale of 12 Rafale multi-purpose fighter jets. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)
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            French and Serbian flags fly on lampposts on a highway in Belgrade, Serbia, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, ahead of French President Emmanuel Macron two-day state visit to Serbia. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            A giant French national flag on a skyscraper that is a symbolic gateway leading into the city from the airport, in Belgrade, Serbia, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. French President Emmanuel Macron starts a two-day state visit to Serbia on Thursday. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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                                        BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron starts a two-day state visit to Serbia on Thursday with the focus on the possible sale of 12 Rafale multi-purpose fighter jets to the country, which has maintained close ties to Russia despite its invasion of Ukraine.
Macron is to meet populist President Aleksandar Vucic in Belgrade on Thursday evening, when the deal reportedly worth 3 billion euros ($3.3 billion) is expected to be announced. 
An official in Macron's office, who was not authorized to be identified according to French presidential policy, said the warplane talks are part of larger strategy of ''bringing Serbia closer to the EU.''
Serbia needs to upgrade its fleet and the Rafale is a ''strategic choice'' for Belgrade, which could choose to rely only on Russian equipment instead, the official said.
Serbia is formally seeking European Union membership, but under Vucic's increasingly autocratic rule it has made little progress in the fields of rule of law and democratic reforms, which are the main preconditions for membership in the 27-nation bloc.

    


In a letter to the Serbian public published in the local media on Thursday, Macron sought to encourage the Balkan nation to pursue its EU future but noted that "the perspective of joining the European Union does not seem to be as attractive as it should." He cited "concerns and fatigue over the rhythm of accession talks but also sometimes a sort of resentment, even mistrust" of the EU.




"I come here to Serbia again today with a simple message: The European Union and its nations need to have a strong and democratic Serbia in their ranks, and Serbia needs a strong and sovereign European Union to defend and promote its interests with respect of its identity," Macron said in the letter, published in the liberal Danas newspaper.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Macron also warned that after Russia attacked Ukraine, Serbia's "balancing game" between the world powers is an "illusion." He said Serbia will only be able to protect its interests and preserve its identity as part of the EU.

    


Serbia has been considering the purchase of the new Rafale jets for more than two years, since neighboring Balkan rival Croatia purchased 12 used fighter jets of the same type for about 1 billion euros ($1.1 billion).
The potential acquisition of Rafale jets would allow Serbia to modernize its air force, which consists mainly of Soviet-made MiG-29 fighters and aging Yugoslav combat aircraft.
Russia has been a traditional supplier of military aircraft, including combat helicopters, to Serbia, which has refused to join international sanctions against Moscow for its invasion of Ukraine.
The rapid arming by the Serbian military has worried some of its neighbors following the bloody breakup of the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s. Serbia is almost completely surrounded by NATO member countries.
Selling Rafales to Russian ally Serbia, which has occasionally expressed an aggressive stance toward its Balkan neighbors, has raised some concerns, one of which is how France plans to prevent sophisticated Rafale technology from being shared with Russia.

    


Asked if there would be a clause restricting the use of the Rafales, the French official said ''in any contract there are clauses that set a framework for the use of such material."
Macron's talks with Vucic will include simmering tensions in the Balkans, especially in the former Serbian province of Kosovo which declared independence in 2008.
Macron's itinerary also includes a visit to a museum and an economic forum on artificial intelligence in the northern town of Novi Sad on Friday. Also on the agenda is a possible agreement with French energy provider EDF on cooperation in the field of nuclear power plant technology.
-----
AP writers Angela Charlton in Paris and Jovana Gec in Belgrade contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/france-macron-serbia-fighter-jets-rafale-f7b73c2ddf89b309f242795c2e91c1ca



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Russia launches missile and drone bombardment of Ukraine for the third time in 4 days | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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                    In this photo taken from video released by the Russian Defense Ministry on Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024, Russian soldiers fires from a 203-mm self-propelled gun 2S7 "Pion" towards Ukrainian positions in an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Russia conducted a heavy aerial attack on Ukraine for the third time in four days Thursday, again launching missiles and scores of drones that mostly were intercepted, Ukraine's air force said.
Russian forces fired five missiles and 74 Shahed drones at Ukrainian targets, an air force statement said. Air defenses stopped two missiles and 60 drones, and 14 other drones presumably fell before reaching their target, it said.
Authorities in the capital, Kyiv, said debris of destroyed drones fell in three districts of the city, causing minor damage to civilian infrastructure but no injuries.
Russia's relentless and unnerving long-range strikes on civilian areas have been a feature of the war since it invaded its neighbor in February 2022.
Ukrainian officials have recently become more vocal in their long-standing insistence that Western countries supporting their war effort should scrap restrictions on what Ukraine is allowed to target inside Russia with long-range weapons they have provided.

    


Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy renewed his pleas for Western allies to untie his hands in deciding what to strike on Russian soil.




"All our partners should be more active -- much more active -- in countering Russian terror," Zelenskyy said late Wednesday. "We continue to insist that their determination now -- lifting the restrictions on long-range strikes for Ukraine now -- will help us to end the war as soon as possible in a fair way for Ukraine and the world as a whole."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The European Union's top diplomat on Thursday backed Zelenskyy's push for international backers to end their limits.
Ukraine has deployed domestically produced drones to strike Russia.
The Russian military said Thursday it had thwarted an overnight attack on Crimea. The Russian Defense Ministry said its forces destroyed three Ukrainian sea drones aimed at the Black Sea peninsula that Moscow annexed from Ukraine in 2014.

    


The Russia-installed governor of Sevastopol Mikhail Razvozhayev added that four Ukrainian aerial drones and three sea drones were destroyed "at a significant distance" from the peninsula's shore.
In the meantime, Ukraine's Army General Staff acknowledged Thursday Ukraine's involvement in strikes this week on oil depots deep inside Russia, where blazes broke out. 
The attacks in the Rostov and Kirov regions were part of Ukraine's effort to disrupt logistical infrastructure supporting Russia's war machine.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            The leaders of Germany and the United Kingdom announced plans on Wednesday to draw up a treaty meant to deepen the two nations' trade, defense and other ties. The move comes as new U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer moves ahead with plans for a "reset" of relations with the European Union. (AP video shot by Fanny Brodersen)
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            German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, right, welcomes Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer with military honors in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (Christoph Soeder/dpa via AP)
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            German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, right, greets Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer as he arrives at the Chancellery in Berlin in Berlin, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. (Justin Tallis/Pool Photo via AP)
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            CORRECTS DAY - Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer arrives at Bellevue presidential Palace as he is received by German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024 in Berlin, Germany. (Christoph Soeder/dpa via AP)
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            German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, left, and Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer talk after reviewing a military honor guard during an official welcome ceremony at the Chancellery in Berlin, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. (Justin Tallis/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- The leaders of Germany and the United Kingdom announced plans on Wednesday to draw up a treaty meant to deepen the two nations' trade, defense and other ties.
The move comes as new U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer moves ahead with plans for a "reset" of relations with the European Union.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said that he welcomes fellow center-left leader Starmer's desire for a new beginning in relations with the EU, and "we want to take this outstretched hand."
Starmer took office in early July after the previous Conservative government was trounced in an election. Four years after the U.K. left the EU, he says he wants to rebuild ties strained by years of ill-tempered wrangling over Brexit terms.
He said that he hopes to conclude the bilateral agreement with Germany, which has Europe's biggest economy, by the end of this year. 

    


"That will be ambitious, it will be wide-ranging, covering trade, the economy, defense and many other issues," he told reporters. The two leaders are among Ukraine's biggest military backers and stressed their commitment to keeping up that support. 




Starmer said that the two countries also plan to draw up a "joint action plan to tackle illegal migration." His government still faces pressure to stop migrants crossing the English Channel in small boats, though it scrapped the Conservatives' contentious plan to send them on a one-way trip to Rwanda.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Migration is also an issue on which Scholz's government has long been under heavy pressure, even more so since Friday's attack in Solingen in which a suspected extremist from Syria who had avoided being deported is accused of killing three people. 
The proposed U.K.-Germany treaty is modeled in part on agreements that Britain struck in recent years with France on defense, security and closer law enforcement cooperation against people-smuggling gangs.

    


Starmer sent a signal by visiting Berlin early in his term -- unlike predecessor Rishi Sunak, who took 18 months. But his talk of starting anew with the EU has its limits. 
He has ruled out many of the major possible steps to closer ties and has been cool to the idea of a youth mobility agreement with the 27-nation bloc. 
"I'm absolutely clear that we do want a reset ... with Europe, a reset with the EU," Starmer said in Berlin. 
However, "that does not mean reversing Brexit or reentering the single market or the customs union, but it does mean a closer relation on a number of fronts -- including the economy, including defense, including exchanges, but we do not have plans for the youth mobility scheme."
___
Jill Lawless contributed to this report from London.
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            Supporters of the far-right Alternative for Germany, AfD, attend an election campaign rally of the party in Suhl, Germany, Aug. 13, 2024. The pennant in center reads "The East does it". (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            An election campaign poster of the far-right Alternative for Germany, AfD, showing the top candidate for Thuringia Bjoern Hoecke and the slogans " The East does it" and "Almost forbiddenly good" is displayed at a street in Jena, Germany, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            An election campaign poster of the far-right Alternative for Germany, AfD, promising "summer, sun, remigration" and depicting a plane with the logo "Deportation-Hansa." is displayed at a lamp post in the center of Erfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            A young man with a bag reading "The east does it" attends an election campaign rally of the far-right Alternative for Germany, AfD, party in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - German politician Sahra Wagenknecht arrives for a news conference to announce the founding of Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance party in Berlin, Germany, Oct. 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            Election campaign posters of the Christian Democratic Union party, CDU, with top candidate Mario Voigt and of the Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance are displayed at a lamp post in Jena, Germany, Aug. 13, 2024. State elections in Thuringia and Saxony scheduled on Sunday Sept. 1, 2024, in the eastern Germany states. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - Opposition Christian Union parties floor leader Friedrich Merz arrives for the second day of the budget 2024 debate at the German parliament Bundestag in Berlin, Germany, Sept. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            FILE - German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, left, listens to opposition leader Friedrich Merz, front, of the Christian Democrats during the debate at the German parliament Bundestag in Berlin, Nov. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            FILE - Opposition leader Friederich Merz delivers a speech during a debate about Germany's budget crisis at the parliament Bundestag in Berlin, Germany, Nov. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - Joerg Urban, top candidate of German Alternative for Germany, AfD, party for the Saxony state elections, attends an election campaign rally of his party in Bautzen, Aug. 15, 2019. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            An election campaign poster with the slogans "The east does it" and "There are only two", depicting there are only two genders, is displayed at a lamp post in Erfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Supporters of the far-right Alternative for Germany, AfD, attend an election campaign rally of the party in Suhl, Germany, Aug. 13, 2024. The pennant in center reads "The East does it". (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            An election campaign poster of the far-right Alternative for Germany, AfD, showing the top candidate for Thuringia Bjoern Hoecke and the slogans " The East does it" and "Almost forbiddenly good" is displayed at a street in Jena, Germany, Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            An election campaign poster of the far-right Alternative for Germany, AfD, promising "summer, sun, remigration" and depicting a plane with the logo "Deportation-Hansa." is displayed at a lamp post in the center of Erfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            A young man with a bag reading "The east does it" attends an election campaign rally of the far-right Alternative for Germany, AfD, party in Suhl, Germany, Tuesday, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - German politician Sahra Wagenknecht arrives for a news conference to announce the founding of Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance party in Berlin, Germany, Oct. 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            Election campaign posters of the Christian Democratic Union party, CDU, with top candidate Mario Voigt and of the Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance are displayed at a lamp post in Jena, Germany, Aug. 13, 2024. State elections in Thuringia and Saxony scheduled on Sunday Sept. 1, 2024, in the eastern Germany states. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - Opposition Christian Union parties floor leader Friedrich Merz arrives for the second day of the budget 2024 debate at the German parliament Bundestag in Berlin, Germany, Sept. 6, 2023. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            FILE - German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, left, listens to opposition leader Friedrich Merz, front, of the Christian Democrats during the debate at the German parliament Bundestag in Berlin, Nov. 23, 2022. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            FILE - Opposition leader Friederich Merz delivers a speech during a debate about Germany's budget crisis at the parliament Bundestag in Berlin, Germany, Nov. 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Bjoern Hoecke top candidate in Thuringia of the far-right Alternative for Germany, AfD, party waves to supporters during an election campaign rally in Suhl, Germany, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            FILE - Joerg Urban, top candidate of German Alternative for Germany, AfD, party for the Saxony state elections, attends an election campaign rally of his party in Bautzen, Aug. 15, 2019. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File)
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            An election campaign poster with the slogans "The east does it" and "There are only two", depicting there are only two genders, is displayed at a lamp post in Erfurt, Germany, Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- The far-right Alternative for Germany could become the strongest party for the first time in two state elections Sunday in eastern Germany, while a months-old party founded by a prominent leftist also hopes to shake up the picture as the national government has squabbled its way to deep unpopularity.
Germany's main opposition conservative party hopes to keep Alternative for Germany at bay in Saxony and Thuringia, home to around 4.1 million and 2.1 million people, respectively. But prospects look grim for the three parties in Chancellor Olaf Scholz's governing coalition, whose constant infighting has added to a flatlining economy and other problems to turn voters off.
Wins for Alternative for Germany, or AfD, would be a potent signal for the party just over a year before the next national election is due. But it would most likely need a coalition partner to govern, and it's highly unlikely anyone else will agree to put it in power. Even so, its strength could make forming new state governments extremely difficult.

    


Problem in Berlin
High ratings for AfD and the new Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance, both at their strongest in Germany's formerly communist east, have been fed in part by discontent with the national government. Scholz's alliance argued throughout the campaign for the European Parliament election in June and obtained dismal results. The internal hostilities have intensified over a summer plagued by disagreements about the 2025 budget.




Scholz's center-left Social Democrats, the environmentalist Greens and the pro-business Free Democrats were weak in these two states to start with, though the former two parties are the junior partners in both outgoing regional governments. They now risk dropping under the 5% support needed to stay in the state legislatures.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Scholz said recently that "gun smoke from the battlefield" is masking the successes of his government of uneasy allies, which set out to modernize Germany. Justice Minister Marco Buschmann said that the government isn't a "self-help group." One of the Greens' national leaders, Omid Nouripour, described the coalition as a "transitional government."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The mainstream opposition Christian Democratic Union, or CDU, won the European Parliament election. It has led Saxony since German reunification in 1990 and hopes that governor Michael Kretschmer can power it past AfD again, as he did five years ago. In Thuringia, surveys show it trailing AfD, but it hopes to cobble together a governing coalition. 

    


Thuringia's politics are particularly complicated because the Left Party of governor Bodo Ramelow has slumped into electoral insigificance nationally. Wagenknecht, long one of its best-known figures, left last year to form a new party that is now outperforming it.
Migration, war and peace
AfD has tapped into high anti-immigration sentiment in the region, with one campaign poster in Thuringia promising "summer, sun, remigration" and depicting a plane with the logo "Deportation-Hansa." 
A national AfD leader, Alice Weidel, assailed both the governing parties and the CDU -- which previously ran Germany under Angela Merkel -- for their "policy of uncontrolled mass immigration" following last week's knife attack in Solingen in which a suspected extremist from Syria is accused of killing three people.

    


Wagenknecht's new party, known by its German acronym BSW, combines left-wing economic policy with a migration-skeptic agenda. The CDU also has stepped up pressure on the national government for a tougher stance on migration.
Germany's stance toward Russia's war in Ukraine is also an issue in these eastern states. Berlin is Ukraine's second-biggest weapons supplier after the United States; those weapons deliveries are something both AfD and BSW oppose. An AfD poster combining the German and Russian flags declares that "Peace is Everything!"
Wagenknecht also has assailed a recent decision by the German government and the U.S. to begin deployments of long-range missiles to Germany in 2026. She has declared that her party will only join state governments that have a "clear position for diplomacy and against the preparation of war."

    


Who will govern with whom?
AfD secured its first mayoral and county government posts last year, but the party hasn't yet joined a state government. In June, national co-leader Tino Chrupalla said that "the sun of government responsibility must rise for us in the east."
That doesn't look likely in Saxony and Thuringia, where no other party wants to join it in a coalition. The domestic intelligence agency has AfD's branches in both states under official surveillance as "proven right-wing extremist" groups. Its leader in Thuringia, Bjorn Hocke, has been convicted of knowingly using a Nazi slogan at political events, but is appealing.
Depending on how badly the national governing parties perform, that could leave the CDU looking for improbable coalition partners. The party has long refused to ally with Ramelow's Left Party, which is descended from East Germany's communist party, but hasn't ruled out working with Wagenknecht's BSW.
The CDU's national leader, Friedrich Merz, told the RND newspaper group that "we can't work with" AfD.
"That would kill the CDU," he said.
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            FILE - Kris Mayes smiles before a debate on Sept. 28, 2022, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - Republican presidential candidate, former President Donald Trump, speaks at a campaign rally, June 6, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Rick Scuteri, File)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- A three-day hearing on whether to dismiss charges against Republicans accused of plotting to overturn the results of the close 2020 presidential race in Arizona concluded Wednesday with prosecutors insisting their case is not politically motivated after defendants argued their alleged conduct was constitutionally protected free speech.
What's the case about?
Maricopa County Superior Court Judge Bruce Cohen is considering requests from at least a dozen of 18 people indicted in April to dismiss charges of fraud, conspiracy and forgery. Those charged in the case include 11 people who submitted a document falsely claiming Donald Trump defeated Joe Biden in Arizona, two former Trump aides and five lawyers connected to Trump, including Rudy Giuliani.
Trump was not charged but was referred to as an unindicted co-conspirator in the indictment. 
The indictment alleges that Giuliani pressured Maricopa County officials and state legislators to change the election results and encouraged Republican electors in the state to vote for Trump in mid-December 2020. The indictment says Giuliani spread false claims of election fraud in Arizona and presided over a downtown Phoenix gathering where he claimed officials made no effort to determine the accuracy of presidential election results.

    


Prosecutors insist the case is not politically motivated
Prosecutor Nicholas Klingerman told the judge Wednesday that it was an Arizona grand jury that issued the indictments and that the prosecution is not driven by animus for Republicans.




"This prosecution involves nothing more than enforcing the law against those who are alleged to have committed frauds, forgeries and conspiracies to change the outcome of a lawful election because they were unsatisfied with the results," Klingerman said. "And like all criminal prosecutions, it seeks to punish prior behavior, educate the public, and deter future efforts to do the same thing."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The fact is that the state asked the grand jury to consider not indicting more Republicans than the grand jury actually indicted," Klingerman added. "The state asked the grand jury to consider not indicting Donald Trump."

    


In a statement issued after the hearing, Democratic Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes described the defendants' motions as an effort to "deflect from the facts of this case and muddy the waters in the public eye."
"Let me be clear: the indictments in this case were not politically motivated," Mayes said.
Defense attorneys base their case on a free speech argument
Defense attorneys argued this week that Mayes has used the indictment to silence their clients' constitutionally protected speech about the 2020 election and actions taken in response to its outcome.
They cited an Arizona law that bars using baseless legal actions in a bid to silence critics. They also said Mayes campaigned on investigating fake electors and showed a bias against Trump and his supporters.
What is the law being cited by defense attorneys?
The law in question, commonly referred to as an anti-SLAPP statute, had long offered protections from civil lawsuits before it was amended in 2022 by the Republican-led Legislature to cover people facing most criminal charges.

    


It states that in a legal action involving lawful exercise of certain rights, such as speech, individuals can file a motion to dismiss and they must show that the legal action is "substantially motivated" by a "desire to deter, retaliate against or prevent the lawful exercise of a constitutional right."
The anti-SLAPP law has not been used in a criminal case since it was modified in 2022, according to a spokesperson for Mayes.
Prosecutors contend that the Arizona law does not apply to this case. But the judge pressed Klingerman Wednesday about what he considered to be illegal acts allegedly committed by the defendants.
"I'm really concerned about the difference between speech and acts," Cohen said.
When will the judge decide on the motions to dismiss?
Cohen said Tuesday he would rule separately on each motion -- potentially at different times -- but did not indicate Wednesday when he would issue the rulings.
Former Trump campaign attorney Jenna Ellis, who worked closely with Giuliani, signed a cooperation agreement with prosecutors that led to the dismissal of her charges. Republican activist Loraine Pellegrino became the first person to be convicted in the Arizona case when she pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge and was sentenced to probation.

    


The remaining defendants have pleaded not guilty. Their trial is scheduled to start Jan. 5, 2026.
Former Trump presidential chief of staff Mark Meadows is trying to move his charges to federal court, where his lawyers say they will seek a dismissal.
___
This story has been corrected to show that defense attorneys did not make arguments on Wednesday.
___
Associated Press writer Gabriel Sandoval in Phoenix contributed to this report.
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            A sign deterring people from going to "anti-abortion centers" is shown in Boston on July 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve LeBlanc)
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            FILE - Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey takes questions from reporters, Jan. 31, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey launched a $1 million taxpayer-funded initiative in June designed to discourage people from seeking help from "crisis pregnancy centers" that are typically religiously affiliated and counsel clients against having abortions.
The campaign includes ads on social media, billboards, radio and buses warning people to avoid the centers -- which the administration dubbed "anti-abortion" -- saying they're not to be trusted for comprehensive reproductive health care.
Center operators are pushing back, teaming with a national conservative law firm to challenge the campaign, saying it infringes on their constitutional rights. The Washington-based American Center for Law and Justice filed a lawsuit earlier this month in federal court on behalf of Your Options Medical, which operates four anti-abortion pregnancy clinics in the eastern part of the state.

    


The lawsuit names Healey; state Department of Public Health Commissioner Robert Goldstein; and Rebecca Hart Holder, executive director of the Reproductive Equity Now Foundation, a nonprofit focused on educating the public about equitable access to reproductive health care.




The suit alleges the state initiative amounts to an unconstitutional violation of free speech and of equal protection rights for those who run the pregnancy crisis centers. The plaintiffs also argue that the state is subjecting them to religious discrimination.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This campaign involves selective law enforcement prosecution, public threats, and even a state-sponsored advertising campaign with a singular goal - to deprive YOM, and groups like it, of their First Amendment rights to voice freely their religious and political viewpoints regarding the sanctity of human life in the context of the highly controversial issue of abortion," the lawsuit says.
The lawsuit also says the state has partnered with "a pro-abortion group" -- the Reproductive Equity Now Foundation -- to discredit and dismantle every "crisis pregnancy center" in the state. The state's ad campaign was created by the Department of Public Health and the Reproductive Equity Now Foundation.

    


Healey said the lawsuit won't dissuade the state.
"We are going to continue to stand strong for reproductive freedom here in Massachusetts," Healey, a Democrat and the state's former attorney general, said this week.
"I'm not surprised to see another frivolous lawsuit to challenge that law. But we're prepared for it and the lawyers will handle that," she added. "We are about making sure that women in this state have access to the care that they and their families need."
The Department of Public Health declined to comment. Reproductive Equity Now Foundation did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Goldstein, the DPH commissioner, defended the initiative when it was first announced.
"Every day, individuals in the commonwealth walk into anti-abortion centers unaware that these facilities are masquerading as comprehensive medical providers and pose a significant risk to the health and well-being of those seeking help," he said.

    


Your Options Medical has been licensed by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health since 1999, and in addition to its brick-and-mortar clinics, YOM owns and operates the only "pro-life mobile medical unit" in the state, according to the group's lawyers.
There are more than 30 anti-abortion pregnancy centers in the state. The Healey administration has described its effort to warn residents about them as the "first-in-the-nation public education campaign highlighting the dangers and potential harm of anti-abortion centers."
Those harms include what the state describes as the centers suggesting they offer abortion-related care without providing abortions; delaying health care until it's too late for an abortion; and relying on untrained staff or volunteers who may not be required to follow codes of ethics or keep patient records private.
The centers have called the allegations false.
State officials set up a separate website to help residents access reproductive health care. The Reproductive Equity Now Foundation has also designed an online map to alert those in need of abortions to what the organization describes as "fake abortion clinics."

    


The lawsuit asks the court to order the state and others involved in the ads to stop any public campaign which they said falsely accuses YOM of misconduct or being a public safety threat.
States have reacted differently to anti-abortion pregnancy clinics after the Supreme Court ended constitutional protections for abortion in 2022.
Lawmakers in predominantly red states have approved millions for the organizations. A West Virginia coalition that helps support a network of anti-abortion pregnancy centers  received $1 million in tax dollars last year to distribute to organizations that encourage people not to end their pregnancies. 

    


In Democratic-leaning states, officials have tried to limit the organizations. 
California last year sued an anti-abortion group and a chain of anti-abortion counseling centers, saying the organizations misled women when they offered them unproven treatments to reverse medication abortions.
In Illinois, lawmakers last year passed, and the governor signed, a new law that would have allowed the state to penalize anti-abortion counseling centers if they use deception to interfere with clients seeking the procedure.
U.S. District Judge Iain Johnston quickly blocked that law describing it as "painfully and blatantly a violation of the First Amendment." 
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                    FILE - Assembly member, Dr. Joaquin Arambula D-Fresno, left, is seen at the Capitol in Sacramento, Calif., Thursday, June 1, 2023. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli, File)
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- Undocumented immigrants in California could be eligible for state assistance in buying a home under a bill the state Legislature sent to Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom Wednesday.
The proposal, which prompted contentious debate in the Legislature, would specify that people who meet all other requirements for a loan under a state program offering assistance to first-time homebuyers, should not be disqualified based on their immigration status. The Assembly gave it final approval in the Legislature in a vote that fell along party lines. 
Assemblymember Joaquin Arambula, a Democrat representing Fresno who authored the bill, said it was not about immigration policies but about fairness and addressing the housing crisis.
"AB 1840 is about providing an opportunity to hard-working, responsible people who dream of owning a home and passing that legacy to their children - a dream that we all have for all our families in California," Arambula said in a statement. "And, that includes undocumented immigrants who have lived here for decades and pay their taxes."

    


But Republican lawmakers say California should prioritize housing assistance for families who are in the country legally.
"We have Californians who are not undocumented immigrants, who need these services," Republican state Sen. Brian Dahle said earlier this week. "We should take care of them first, before we expand it out."
Newsom has until the end of September to sign or veto the bill.
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            This photo released by the European Union's Operation Aspides shows fires burning aboard the oil tanker Sounion in the Red Sea on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024. The EU mission said Monday that there were no signs of an oil spill emanating from the Sounion, which came under repeated attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels amid their campaign targeting shipping over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. (European Union's Operation Aspides via AP)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Yemen's Houthi rebels have agreed to allow tugboats and rescue ships to assist a Greek-flagged oil tanker that remains ablaze in the Red Sea "in consideration of humanitarian and environmental concerns," Iran's mission to the United Nations claimed late Wednesday. However, the Houthis did not offer specific details and are believed to have blocked an earlier attempt to salvage the vessel and continue to attack shipping across the Red Sea.
Last week's attack on the Sounion marked the most serious assault in weeks by the Iranian-backed Houthi rebels, who continue to target shipping through the Red Sea corridor over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. The attacks have disrupted the $1 trillion in trade that typically passes through the region, as well as halted some aid shipments to conflict-ravaged Sudan and Yemen.

    


Iran's U.N. mission said Wednesday that following the fire on the Sounion "and the subsequent environmental hazards," several countries it didn't identify reached out to the Houthis "requesting a temporary truce for the entry of tugboats and rescue ships into the incident area."




"Ansar Allah has consented to this," the Iranian mission said, using another name for the Houthis. It offered no further details, nor did the Houthis, who have repeatedly attacked ships in the Red Sea, detained aid workers, deployed child soldiers and cracked down on dissent since holding Yemen's capital, Sanaa, in 2014.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Houthi spokesman Mohammed Abdul-Salam, in comments carried by the Houthi-controlled SABA news agency, said late Wednesday that the attack showed how serious the rebels took their campaign against shipping.
"After several international parties contacted us, especially the European ones, they were allowed to tow the burning oil ship Sounion," Abdul-Salam said, without giving further details. 
The Pentagon said Tuesday that attempts by an unidentified "third party" to send two tugboats to the stricken Sounion were blocked by the Houthis. Air Force Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder told reporters that the Houthis' actions demonstrate "their blatant disregard for not only human life, but also for the potential environmental catastrophe that this presents."

    


Ryder said the Sounion appears to be leaking oil into the Red Sea, home to coral reefs and other natural habitats and wildlife. However, the European Union's Operation Aspides, whose mission is to protect shipping in the area, said as recently as Wednesday the ship was not leaking oil. 
The Houthis in their campaign have seized one vessel and sank two in the campaign that also killed four sailors. Other missiles and drones have either been intercepted by a U.S.-led coalition in the Red Sea or failed to reach their targets.
The rebels maintain that they target ships linked to Israel, the U.S. or the U.K. to force an end to Israel's campaign against Hamas in Gaza. However, many of the ships attacked have little or no connection to the conflict, including some bound for Iran. 
In the case of the Sounion, the Houthis have claimed the Greek company operating the vessel had other ships serving Israel. The Joint Maritime Information Center, a multinational organization overseen by the U.S. Navy, assessed that the Sounion "has no direct association with Israel, U.S. or U.K. within the company business structure" though other ships had "visited Israel in the recent past."
----
Weissenstein reported from New York
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            FILE - State Sen. Scott Wiener, D-San Francisco, watches as the Senate votes on a measure at the Capitol in Sacramento, Calif., Thursday, April 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli,File)
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            FILE - A person stands in front of a Meta sign outside of the company's headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif., March 7, 2023. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- Efforts in California to establish first-in-the-nation safety measures for the largest artificial intelligence systems cleared an important vote Wednesday that could pave the way for U.S. regulations on the technology evolving at warp speed. 
The proposal, aiming to reduce potential risks created by AI, would require companies to test their models and publicly disclose their safety protocols to prevent the models from being manipulated to, for example, wipe out the state's electric grid or help build chemical weapons -- scenarios experts say could be possible in the future with such rapid advancements in the industry. 
The bill is among hundreds lawmakers are voting on during its final week of session. Gov. Gavin Newsom then has until the end of September to decide whether to sign them into law, veto them or allow them to become law without his signature.

    


The measure squeaked by in the Assembly Wednesday and requires a final Senate vote before reaching the governor's desk. 
Supporters said it would set some of the first much-needed safety ground rules for large-scale AI models in the United States. The bill targets systems that require more than $100 million in data to train. No current AI models have hit that threshold. 




"It's time that Big Tech plays by some kind of a rule, not a lot, but something," Republican Assemblymember Devon Mathis said in support of the bill Wednesday. "The last thing we need is for a power grid to go out, for water systems to go out."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The proposal, authored by Democratic Sen. Scott Wiener, faced fierce opposition from venture capital firms and tech companies, including OpenAI, Google and Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram. They say safety regulations should be established by the federal government and that the California legislation takes aim at developers instead of targeting those who use and exploit the AI systems for harm. 

    


A group of several California House members also opposed the bill, with Former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi calling it " well-intentioned but ill informed."
Chamber of Progress, a left-leaning Silicon Valley-funded industry group, said the bill is "based on science fiction fantasies of what AI could look like."
"This bill has more in common with Blade Runner or The Terminator than the real world," Senior Tech Policy Director Todd O'Boyle said in a statement after the Wednesday vote. "We shouldn't hamstring California's leading economic sector over a theoretical scenario."
The legislation is supported by Anthropic, an AI startup backed by Amazon and Google, after Wiener adjusted the bill earlier this month to include some of the company's suggestions. The current bill removed the penalty of perjury provision, limited the state attorney general's power to sue violators and narrowed the responsibilities of a new AI regulatory agency. Social media platform X owner Elon Musk also threw his support behind the proposal this week. 
Anthropic said in a letter to Newsom that the bill is crucial to prevent catastrophic misuse of powerful AI systems and that "its benefits likely outweigh its costs."

    


Wiener said his legislation took a "light touch" approach.
"Innovation and safety can go hand in hand--and California is leading the way," Weiner said in a statement after the vote. 
He also slammed critics earlier this week for dismissing potential catastrophic risks from powerful AI models as unrealistic: "If they really think the risks are fake, then the bill should present no issue whatsoever."
Wiener's proposal is among dozens of AI bills California lawmakers proposed this year to build public trust, fight algorithmic discrimination and outlaw deepfakes that involve elections or pornography. With AI increasingly affecting the daily lives of Americans, state legislators have tried to strike a balance of reigning in the technology and its potential risks without stifling the booming homegrown industry. 
California, home of 35 of the world's top 50 AI companies, has been an early adopter of AI technologies and could soon deploy generative AI tools to address highway congestion and road safety, among other things. 
Newsom, who declined to weigh in on the measure earlier this summer, had warned against AI overregulation. 
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                    FILE - Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks to reporters at the Nassau County Supreme Court in Mineola, N.Y. on Aug. 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah, Pool)
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                                        ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) -- A lawyer for Robert F. Kennedy Jr. asked a state appeals court Wednesday to restore him to New York's presidential election ballot, even though he has suspended his campaign.
A state judge knocked Kennedy off the state's ballot earlier this month, ruling that he had falsely claimed to live in New York on his nominating petitions, despite actually living in California. Kennedy suspended his campaign less than two weeks later and endorsed Republican Donald Trump.
Kennedy began withdrawing his name from the ballot in states where the presidential race is expected to be close, including Maine, where election officials said Wednesday that he met a deadline to withdraw from the ballot. 
He has asked supporters to continue to back him elsewhere, however.
In Oregon, Kennedy submitted his candidate filing as the nominee of the We the People party on Monday, three days after dropping out of the race. For now, this means Kennedy's name will appear on the state's ballot, election officials said.

    


Candidates in Oregon have until Friday to withdraw by submitting a form to the secretary of state's office, spokesperson Laura Kerns said, and if they don't, they will appear on the ballot. 




Kennedy's communications team did not immediately respond to an emailed request for comment. But Oregon Public Broadcasting reported that Mike Cully, who ran Kennedy's Oregon operations, said the move was "meant to suck votes away from the Democratic Party, which obviously he has disenfranchised himself from."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, Kennedy's legal team has pressed ahead with arguments that Kennedy is right to keep calling himself a New Yorker, and wasn't trying to trick anyone when he listed a friend's house in a New York City suburb as his home address.
"Robert F. Kennedy Jr. could have put his residence as the moon and no one would be confused with who Robert F. Kennedy is," his lawyer, Jim Walden told a mid-level appeals court judges during a brief hearing.

    


He said courts in the past have considered petition addresses valid unless there is evidence of deception or confusion. He argued there was no evidence of that with Kennedy, a member of "one of the most distinguished political families in United States history."
A lawsuit backed by a Democrat-aligned political action committee challenged Kennedy's nominating paperwork claiming a home address in the tony suburb of Katonah, New York. Kennedy was a resident of the state for decades -- his father represented New York in the U.S. Senate -- but he has lived in Los Angeles area since 2014, when he married "Curb Your Enthusiasm" actor Cheryl Hines.
John Quinn, an attorney for voters listed as plaintiffs in the suit, told the judges that Kennedy had a legal obligation to fill out his paperwork truthfully.
"Mr. Kennedy could live anywhere. He just wasn't allowed to lie about where he lives," Quinn said.
A decision from the appeals court is expected soon.
Kennedy faces a separate challenge in a state court on Long Island over allegations that a contractor used deceptive tactics to gather petition signatures.
___
Associated Press writer Claire Rush in Portland, Oregon, contributed.
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            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Kfar Kila, a Lebanese border village with Israel in south Lebanon, as it seen from Marjayoun town in south Lebanon, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Civil Defense workers inspect the remains of a burned car that was hit by an Israeli strike in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        UN demands halt to escalating attacks between Hezbollah and Israeli forces

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Kfar Kila, a Lebanese border village with Israel in south Lebanon, as it seen from Marjayoun town in south Lebanon, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    Smoke rises from an Israeli airstrike on Kfar Kila, a Lebanese border village with Israel in south Lebanon, as it seen from Marjayoun town in south Lebanon, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Civil Defense workers inspect the remains of a burned car that was hit by an Israeli strike in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    Civil Defense workers inspect the remains of a burned car that was hit by an Israeli strike in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            EDITH M. LEDERER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The U.N. Security Council on Wednesday demanded a halt to the increasing attacks between Lebanon's Hezbollah militants and Israeli forces and warned that further escalation "carries the high risk of leading to a widespread conflict."
Israel and Iran-backed Hezbollah pulled back after an exchange of heavy fire across the U.N.-drawn boundary between Lebanon and Israel over the weekend. But their decades-old conflict is far from over and regional tensions linked to the war in Gaza are still high.
The Security Council demand that Israel and Hezbollah halt hostilities came in a French-drafted resolution unanimously approved by its 15 members, urging the "relevant actors" to restore "calm, restraint and stability." Council resolutions are legally binding though often ignored.
"The risk of open warfare remains real, and we are mobilized alongside our regional and international partners to avoid a regional conflagration," France's deputy U.N. ambassador, Nathalie Broadhurst, said before the vote.

    


Israel's U.N. ambassador, Danny Danon, told reporters that he had a message for the Lebanese people: "You and your government have a choice to make, confront Hezbollah today or watch as your country is dragged into chaos and destruction."




Lebanon's representative, Hadi Hachem, was far more diplomatic, thanking the council after the vote for its clear message "in favor of stability and a cease-fire." And he urged members: "Let's work together, not only to end the escalation" but toward "a just and comprehensive peace."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The resolution extended for another year the mandate of the U.N. peacekeeping force in Lebanon known as UNIFIL, which was created to oversee the withdrawal of Israeli troops from southern Lebanon after a 1978 invasion and has been there ever since.
The Security Council expanded the mission after a 2006 war between Israel and Hezbollah so that peacekeepers could deploy along the Lebanon-Israel border to help Lebanese troops extend their authority into their country's south for the first time in decades. That resolution also called for a full cessation of Israeli-Hezbollah hostilities, which has not happened.

    


Hezbollah supporters in Lebanon frequently accuse the U.N. mission of collusion with Israel, while Israel has accused the peacekeepers of turning a blind eye to Hezbollah's military activities in southern Lebanon.
During the ongoing clashes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces in southern Lebanon, UNIFIL facilities or vehicles have been hit by shelling or gunfire on several occasions. Earlier this month, UNIFIL said three peacekeepers on patrol were lightly injured when an explosion happened near their vehicle.
Israel's Danon blamed Hezbollah for launching unprovoked attacks against Israel starting the day after Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks in southern Israel, which ignited the war in Gaza. Since then, he said, more than 8,000 rockets, 300 explosive drones and 1,500 anti-tank missiles have been launched against Israel, forcing over 60,000 Israelis in the north to leave their homes.

    


Danon accused Hezbollah of firing from southern Lebanon -- within UNIFIL's area of operations -- in violation of the 2006 cease-fire resolution and showed the council photos that he claimed were near some of its facilities.
There will be no stability while Hezbollah's "massive military buildup" is ignored, he said.
Israel is determined to return its civilians to their homes, and while it favors diplomacy, Danon warned that "time is running out." If diplomacy fails, "we will use all the necessary means to restore calm and stability to the north of Israel," he said.
Israeli ally the United States supported Israel's right to defend itself against Hezbollah attacks.
"Lebanon should not be a haven for terrorist organizations or a launch pad for attacks against Israel," U.S. Deputy Ambassador Robert Wood told the council, saying that Iran is violating the arms embargo in the 2006 resolution by providing Hezbollah with the majority of weapons it fires against Israel.

    


Algeria, the Arab representative on the council, and Russia said the crisis in Lebanon and the wider Middle East has deeper roots.
Nacim Gaouaoui, Algeria's deputy U.N. ambassador, underscored the importance of UNIFIL's role in ending hostilities but said it's "a critical moment for our region because of the brutal assault on the unarmed Palestinian people, in particular in the Gaza Strip."
"My delegation believes that the leading reason for instability in the Middle East is the occupation of Arab territory," he said. "The end of occupation is the condition for peace and security in the region."
That view was echoed by Russia's deputy U.N. ambassador, Dmitry Polyansky, who said, "It is clear that the current political military escalation is linked directly to the fact that the Palestinian-Israeli conflict remains unresolved and the unprecedented escalation in Gaza." 
___
This story corrects in the third paragraph that Security Council resolutions are legally binding though often ignored.
----
Associated Press writer Abby Sewell in Beirut contributed to this report.
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            Lydia Martinez, a volunteer and great-grandmother whose home was searched, center, speaks at a news conference where she and officials with the League of United Latin American Citizens, or LULAC, responded to allegations by Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, Monday, Aug. 26, 2024, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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                                        AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- A series of raids in Texas on the homes of Latino campaign volunteers has outraged civil rights groups who want federal action after officers seized electronics and documents as part of a state investigation into alleged election fraud.
No charges have been filed against those who had their homes searched this month around San Antonio. The targets of the raids, including an 87-year-old campaign volunteer, and their supporters say they did nothing wrong and have called the searches an attempt to suppress Latino voters. 
Republican Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, whose office is leading the investigation, has said little beyond confirming that agents executed search warrants. 
Here's what to know:
Why were the homes searched?
Paxton has said his office's Election Integrity Unit began looking into the allegations after receiving a referral from a local prosecutor. 

    


He said that the investigation involved "allegations of election fraud and vote harvesting" and that a two-year probe provided sufficient evidence to obtain a search warrant. 
"Secure elections are the cornerstone of our republic," Paxton said in a statement last week. "We were glad to assist when the District Attorney referred this case to my office for investigation




Last week agents entered the homes of at least six people associated with the League of United Latin American Citizens, or LULAC one of the nation's oldest civil rights groups. Among them were Cecilia Castellano, a Democratic state House candidate, and Manuel Medina, a San Antonio political consultant.
What was taken?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Medina told reporters that agents searched his home for several hours and seized numerous documents, computers and cellphones. Castellano also had her phone taken.
Lidia Martinez, who instructs older residents on how to vote, said nine investigators rummaged through her home for more than two hours and took her smartphone and watch. 

    


Martinez, 87, said officers told her they were there because she filed a complaint that seniors weren't getting their mail ballots. The search warrant ordered officials to confiscate any election-related items.
"They sat me down and they started searching all my house, my store room, my garage, kitchen, everything," Martinez said at a news conference Monday. 
She also said officers interrogated her about others who are associated with LULAC, including Medina.
"I'm not doing anything illegal," Martinez said. "All I do is help the seniors."
What's next?
LULAC has asked the Justice Department to investigate. CEO Juan Proano said Wednesday that the group has been in contact with the department blocking further search warrants and potentially pursuing criminal and civil charges against Paxton's office.
Spokespersons for the Justice Department did not immediately respond to an email seeking comment. 
A Texas district judge has granted Medina a protective order to stop authorities from sifting through his records. A hearing on the matter is set for Sept. 12.
Texas' pursuit of alleged election fraud
In recent years the state has tightened voting laws and toughened penalties that Democrats and opponents say are attempts to suppress minority turnout. Republican lawmakers deny that and say the changes are necessary safeguards. 

    


Paxton, whose failed effort to overturn the 2020 election based on false claims of fraud drew scrutiny from the state's bar association, has made prosecuting voter fraud cases a top priority. He campaigned against judges who stripped his office of the power to prosecution election fraud without permission from local district attorneys. 
Earlier this year, a state appeals court overturned a woman's voter fraud conviction and five-year prison term for casting a ballot in 2016 while on probation for a felony conviction, which she did not know was illegal.
___
Lathan is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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            Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks Col. Jerry Carter, left, poses with Cpl. Bradley Starling and K-9 officer Charlie after Starling and Charlie received the department's medal of valor Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Jackson, Miss., for locating three missing children on July 25, 2024. . (Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks/Shay Granberry via AP)
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            Charlie, a K-9 officer for the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks, wears a medal of valor that the department awarded to him Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Jackson, Miss., for his role in locating three missing children on July 25, 2024. (Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks/Shay Granberry via AP)
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- The Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks has awarded its medal of valor to an officer and one of its law enforcement dogs for finding three missing children.
The department said Wednesday that it gave the award last week to Cpl. Bradley Starling and the K-9 named Charlie.
The children were reported missing July 25 in northeast Mississippi's Monroe County. The sheriff's department requested help, and Starling responded with Charlie.
After sniffing a piece of clothing from one child, the yellow Labrador retriever tracked the scent 200 yards (183 meters) and found footprints. Charlie located all three children within 15 minutes, and they returned home safely.
"We are proud of the K-9 Unit for their hard work, continued training and efforts to assist communities in situations like these," Col. Jerry Carter, the Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks chief of law enforcement, said in a statement.
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            A FEMA disaster recovery center sign sits in Plainfield, Vt., on Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Plainfield, Vt., a town hit hard by flooding in July. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)
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            FILE - The aftermath of a flash flood that destroyed two bridges and multiple private residences is seen, July 11, 2024, in Plainfield, Vt. (AP Photo/Dmitry Belyakov, File)
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            A Federal Emergency Management Agency sign stands, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, beside the Goddard College campus in Plainfield, Vt., a town hit hard by flooding in July. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)
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            Vermont Gov. Phil Scott speaks to reporters Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024, about the state's ongoing response to two bouts of flooding in July. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)
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                                        BERLIN, Vt. (AP) -- The Federal Emergency Management Agency has opened disaster recovery centers in Vermont communities hit hard by violent flooding in mid-July while Gov. Phil Scott said he sought another federal disaster declaration on Wednesday for the second bout of severe flooding that occurred at the end of last month.
Last week, President Joe Biden approved the state's request for a major disaster declaration for flooding from the remnants of Hurricane Beryl on July 9-11, making federal funding available to help residents and communities recover. The storm dumped more than 6 inches (15 centimeters) of rain in just a few hours on parts of Vermont, retraumatizing a state where some people are still awaiting assistance for the catastrophic floods that hit last year on the same day.
The state is also providing $7 million in grants to businesses damaged by this year's flooding, in addition to $5 million approved in the past legislative session to help those impacted by the 2023 storms that did not get Business Emergency Gap Assistance Program grants last year, officials said.

    


"It's important to remember while these federal and state resources are essential and will help, we know that it's not enough. It's not going to make people whole or cover all the costs," Scott said. "I know this repeated flooding has taken a toll on municipal and family budgets, especially for those who've been hit multiple times just in the last year."




Scott said he's hearing and seeing that impact as he visits communities such as Lyndon, Plainfield and Hardwick and hears stories from even smaller and more rural towns that were hit by both storms this July.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

FEMA representatives are now in all seven counties reaching out to flood victims and the agency has opened disaster recovery centers in Barre, Plainfield and Waterbury, FEMA coordinator William Roy said. FEMA will open one in Lyndon and is coordinating to open centers in Addison and Orleans counties, said Roy, who encouraged flood victims to register with FEMA online, by telephone or by visiting one of the centers.

    


The state grants for businesses and nonprofits will cover 30% of net uncovered damages, Economic Development Commissioner Joan Goldstein said. The portal for applications opens Thursday morning. Properties that received grant funding last year but are still in need may be eligible for the new funding and can send in an inquiry letter about their situation, she added. 
FEMA is currently operating on what's called immediate needs funding until Congress passes a budget, Roy said. That limits its ability to support public assistance projects but can support life-saving and life-sustaining measures, as well as the individual assistance program, he said. 
Roy added that housing or rental assistance and funding for repairs is available for eligible people or families in Addison, Caledonia, Chittenden, Essex, Lamoille, Orleans and Washington counties whose homes were impacted by the storms in mid-July. FEMA can also provide funding for underinsured or uninsured residents with disaster-related expenses, he said. 

    


FEMA's disaster survivor assistance team has visited over 2,400 homes and 375 Vermonters have requested home inspections with 235 of those inspections completed so far, he said. Additionally, more than 500 residents have applied for individual assistance and the Small Business Administration has already approved more than $78,000 in disaster loans as of Tuesday, he added.
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                                        BENTON HARBOR, Mich. (AP) -- An appeals court on Wednesday dismissed a Michigan mayor from a lawsuit that accuses local officials of mismanaging problems with lead-contaminated water.
The court reversed a decision by a federal judge and said Benton Harbor Mayor Marcus Muhammad has governmental immunity.
"Although we recognize that the response to Benton Harbor's water crisis was far from perfect, the complaint does not provide any statement or action by Muhammad that would indicate that he had acted with deliberate indifference in causing or dealing with the crisis," the three-judge panel said.
For three straight years, tests of Benton Harbor's water system revealed lead levels in water that were too high. Lead can be especially harmful to young children, stunting their development and lowering IQ scores.
The lawsuit accused Muhammad of violating residents' rights to bodily integrity by not doing enough to protect residents. In 2021, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said the city for more than a year had failed to warn residents and the local health department about lead. It ordered changes at the water plant.

    


The situation is different today. Lead pipes have been replaced in the city of 9,000 people, and lead levels in water have not exceeded federal guidelines.
Experts said an aging water system, fewer users and other issues caused lead to leach from pipes in Benton Harbor. Water flows from Lake Michigan to a treatment plant.
The lawsuit will continue against Benton Harbor's former water plant director, the appeals court said.
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                    FILE - Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen holds a news conference in Lincoln, Neb., Nov. 4, 2020, to discuss the results of the 2020 election. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, File)
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                                        Nebraska's top election official has no authority to declare unconstitutional a state law that restores the voting rights of those who've been convicted of a felony, a lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union told the state Supreme Court on Wednesday.
ACLU attorney Jane Seu said it was Secretary of State Bob Evnen's order last month for county election officials to reject the voter registrations of those with felony convictions that is unlawful and unconstitutional. Citing legal precedent, Seu said only the Nebraska Supreme Court can determine whether a state law is unconstitutional.
"The secretary here made a unilateral determination on his own to declare our statutes unconstitutional," Seu told the justices. "The court should correct this overreach, issuing a writ as soon as possible to give Nebraska voters the clarity they need before this year's election."

    


Nebraska Assistant Attorney General Eric Hamilton countered that Evnen swore an oath to uphold the state constitution and has a duty not to implement laws that he believes are unconstitutional.
The ACLU sued last month on behalf of three Nebraska residents -- a Democrat, a Republican and an independent -- who would be denied the right to vote under Evnen's directive. Because Evnen's move comes only weeks ahead of the November election, the ACLU asked to take the lawsuit directly to the Nebraska Supreme Court, and the high court agreed.




Evnen's order could keep 7,000 or more Nebraska residents from voting in the upcoming election, the ACLU has said. Many of them reside in Nebraska's Omaha-centered 2nd Congressional District, where both the race for president and Congress could be in play.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The high court is expected to rule before the final deadline to register to vote in the November election. There are several deadlines for registering by mail, online or through a third party. The last day to register to vote is Oct. 25 and must be done in person.

    


Evnen's order came after the Nebraska Legislature passed a law, often referred to by its bill number LB20, earlier this year that immediately restores the voting rights of people who've successfully completed the terms of their felony sentences. The order was made July 17 -- the same day state Attorney General Mike Hilgers issued an opinion saying the new law violates the state constitution's separation of powers. 
That opinion also found unconstitutional a 2005 state law, known as LB53, that restored the voting rights of people with felony convictions two years after they complete terms of their sentences. If that law is upheld as unconstitutional, it could disenfranchise tens of thousands of Nebraskans who have been eligible to vote for the last 19 years, the ACLU has said. 
While Evnen ordered county election officials not to register those with felony convictions for the November election, he said he would not take steps to remove from the voter rolls those with felony convictions who had legally registered to vote under the 2005 law.
Hilgers' opinion said the Legislature violated the constitutional separation of powers, arguing that only the state Board of Pardons under the control of the executive branch can restore voting rights through pardons, which are exceedingly rare in Nebraska.

    


Evnen sought the opinion from Hilgers. Evnen, Hilgers and Gov. Jim Pillen make up the three-member Board of Pardons. All three are Republicans.
"On the eve of a presidential election, the secretary has, without legal authority, upended two decades of rights restoration law, re-disenfranchised thousands of Nebraska voters, and declined to enforce large swaths of Nebraska's election code," the ACLU said in a brief before the high court.
While the ACLU asked the state Supreme Court to rule solely on its writ of mandamus -- a court order for a government official to perform an act that is legally required -- the court indicated it's likely to rule on whether the underlying law restoring the voting rights of those with felony convictions is constitutional.
In a friend-of-the-court brief filed in the case, Evnen's predecessor and fellow Republican John Gale said he disagreed with Evnen's actions.
"In this case, I strongly believe the Nebraska Legislature acted with clear authority, and LB53 and LB20 should be enforced as the law for the 2024 election and future elections," said Gale, who served as secretary of state from 2000 to 2019.
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