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        Palang Pracharath member lashes out at Paetongtarn
        Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) deputy leader Paiboon Nititawan on Thursday accused Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra of failing to honour her promise to include the PPRP in the new coalition, questioning her ethical standards.

      

      
        Democrat joins Pheu Thai-led government amid rifts
        The Democrat Party agreed on Thursday to join the coalition government led by Pheu Thai, a party it once considered an arch-rival.

      

      
        Fugitive political activist turns up in New Zealand
        Political activist Panupong "Mike Rayong" Jadnok, who is facing a lese majeste charge for posting a defamatory message about His Majesty the King last year, on Thursday appeared in New Zealand, where he is expected to apply for political asylum and start a new life.

      

      
        Somkiat to become first Thai rider in MotoGP
        Somkiat Chantra will become the first Thai rider in the MotoGP championship next season.

      

      
        Thai nominees to be scrutinised
        The Commerce Ministry is moving forward with in-depth inspections of businesses suspected of using Thai nominees to conceal foreign ownership, particularly in tourism, real estate and logistics.

      

      
        Indonesian app-based taxi drivers strike in protest over low pay
        JAKARTA: Over 1,000 motorcycle taxi drivers staged a strike in several Indonesian cities on Thursday to protest against low pay, and called on the government to provide more protection against what they say are unfair practices by ride-sharing companies.

      

      
        Malaysia Aviation Group to cut flight capacity by 20% this year
        KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia Aviation Group (MAG), the parent of national carrier Malaysia Airlines, said on Thursday it would reduce network capacity by 20% across its airlines this year amid a shortage of planes, labour and parts.

      

      
        New sinkhole opens up in Kuala Lumpur after woman is swept away
        KUALA LUMPUR - A second sinkhole appeared in the heart of Kuala Lumpur on Wednesday, just 50 metres away from where a woman was swallowed into the ground last week and remains missing.

      

      
        Samui court jails for life son of Spanish actor Rodolfo Sancho over grisly murder
        KOH SAMUI: The Samui Provincial Court on Thursday jailed for life the son of Spanish actor Rodolfo Sancho for the high-profile murder and dismembering of a Colombian man last year on the popular tourist island of Koh Phangan.

      

      
        Eight arraigned in Red Bull heir hit-and-run case
        Former national police chief Pol Gen Somyot Poompanmoung, former deputy attorney-general Nate Naksuk and six other people were arraigned by public prosecutors on Thursday in the Red Bull heir hit-and-run case.
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                                Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) deputy leader Paiboon Nititawan on Thursday accused Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra of failing to honour her promise to include the PPRP in the new coalition, questioning her ethical standards.
Following a meeting of the former coalition party, Mr Paiboon criticised Pheu Thai's decision to exclude the military-backed PPRP, despite Ms Paetongtarn's public assurance that the PPRP would remain a coalition partner with the same cabinet quota.

The PPRP had voted for Ms Paetongtarn to become the country's 31st prime minister based on this promise, according to Mr Paiboon.

He cited Section 362 of the Civil and Commercial Code, which holds individuals legally accountable for public promises, arguing that Ms Paetongtarn is

"I insist this is not a way of pressuring [Ms Paetongtarn into honouring her promise]. I'm simply talking about the law which concerns the prime minister's promise given to the PPRP," he said.

Although Mr Paiboon said the PPRP would not petition the Constitutional Court to assess whether Ms Paetongtarn's actions constitute an ethics violation, he suggested that anyone with a sense of morality could question her honesty.

The PPRP will now adopt a new role as an opposition party since Pheu Thai had already decided to exclude it in the new government, he added.

Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai of Pheu Thai said the government formation is expected to be completed by mid-September.

[image: Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, leader of Palang Pracharath Party, and party executives arrive at the party's headquarters for a meeting on Thursday. (Photo: Varuth Hirunyatheb)]
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According to Pheu Thai secretary-general Sorawong Thienthong, many Pheu Thai MPs were unhappy about the PPRP's actions, particularly its leader, Gen Prawit Wongsuwon, who failed to appear during a vote to elect Paetongtarn Shinawatra as prime minister in the House on Aug 16.
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                                The Democrat Party agreed on Thursday to join the coalition government led by Pheu Thai, a party it once considered an arch-rival.
Thirty-four Democrat board members and MPs voted unanimously in favour of joining the coalition. Democrat leader Chalermchai Sri-on abstained from voting as stated in the party regulations.

Pheu Thai invited the Democrats to join the new government after abandoning the Palang Pracharath Party due to internal disagreements.

The Democrat Party has not won a general election since Thaksin Shinawatra formed Thai Rak Thai in 1998. Former leaders, including ex-prime minister Chuan Leekpai, have staunchly opposed any alliance with Pheu Thai. Mr Chuan warned that such a move could further erode the popularity of Thailand's oldest political party, which was founded in 1946.

Dej-id Kaothong, the newly elected deputy leader of the Democrats, defended the decision on Wednesday. "All should understand that the situations in the past and present are different," he said after receiving a cabinet invitation from Pheu Thai.

However, many core Democrat members and supporters on Thursday expressed disappointment over the decision to join Pheu Thai's coalition. Even before the final vote, Sirichok Sopha, a former Democrat MP for Songkhla, announced his resignation from the party after over three decades of membership. He cited irreconcilable differences in political philosophy and party policies.

Even before the final decision was decided on by the Democrat board at a meeting called Thursday night, Sirichok Sopha, a former MP for Songkhla, for instance, announced his decision to quit the party, in which he had been with for more than three decades.

In response to concerns that more members might follow suit, Mr Sirichok, who had won a general election four times, expressed his belief that he was among the last to leave, following a previous mass exodus of long-time members.

[image: Watanya: Don't let Democrat supporters down]
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"Let bygones be bygones? Or let your supporters down?" asked Watanya Bunnag, a well-known Democrat member, in a Facebook post on Thursday.

Ms Watanya criticised those MPs supporting the alliance with Pheu Thai and urged them to honour their responsibility to voters by maintaining checks and balances. She warned that joining Pheu Thai in government would completely erode the remaining trust among the party's supporters.

"Even though the Democrat Party has not won the election in over two decades and has been through a great deal of political turmoil until the party now has only 25 MPs, it has never before lost its integrity," she said.
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                                Political activist Panupong "Mike Rayong" Jadnok, who is facing a lese majeste charge for posting a defamatory message about His Majesty the King last year, on Thursday appeared in New Zealand, where he is expected to apply for political asylum and start a new life.
 Eakapop Luara, also known as Tang Achiwa, an ex-member of the red-shirt movement and a political refugee who previously fled to New Zealand to escape a Section 112 charge, posted a message on Facebook welcoming Panupong, who arrived in the country recently.

"Welcome to a new land, a land of freedom with a welfare state that supports every life," said Eakapop. "Enjoy the beginning of your new life."

It was reported on May 8 that the Criminal Court sentenced Panupong to four years in jail for violating the lese majeste law and Computer Crimes Act, but the sentence was reduced to three years due to his cooperation during witness examination.

Panupong was convicted for a message posted on Facebook on Nov 8 last year. The court said the message was offensive to the monarchy and His Majesty the King and in breach of the computer law.

An arrest warrant was issued for him after he failed to appear in court on March 28 for sentencing.

In another development, Thai Lawyers for Human Rights revealed via X yesterday that "Tee", a Naresuan University postgraduate student, was convicted of distributing books that contained protest speeches about Section 112 cases on Dec 30, 2021.

The court said three messages in the books violated Section 112 and gave him a three-year jail sentence. However, the sentence was reduced to two years due to his age and because the books were only distributed to police officers.
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                                Somkiat Chantra will become the first Thai rider in the MotoGP championship next season.
In an announcement on Thursday, the 25-year-old Moto2 rider has officially been confirmed to race for Honda LCR from 2025, being promoted to the sport's premier class.

"I'm excited to join the LCR team. Stepping into MotoGP has always been my dream, and I will finally make it come true," said Somkiat. "I want to thank all the sponsors and people who have supported me from the beginning of my career until now. For the next season, I'm committed to learning, giving my maximum, and enjoying this new adventure. It will be difficult, but I will give my best."

Honda LCR team principal Lucio Cecchinello said, "We believe that it's time to welcome a great Asian talent such as Somkiat Chantra, as we think he deserves an opportunity at the highest level of the two-wheel competition.

"Through his years in Moto2, he's shown potential and the skills to grow and become a strong rider in MotoGP. LCR and Honda will provide him with the best support over the different phases of this new project."

Somkiat was strongly linked with a move to race in MotoGP after making a strong impression in Moto2 this year with Idemitsu Honda Team Asia. He is currently 10th in the world championship standings with 64 points.

Somkiat finished sixth in the Moto2 world championship standings last year, which is the highest ranking in the World Grand Prix by a Thai racer.

He came third at last year's Thailand Grand Prix, becoming the first local rider to have a podium finish at a home race at the Chang International Circuit.

Somkiat has so far won two Moto2 titles -- the Japanese Grand Prix last year and the Indonesian Grand Prix in 2022.

Somkiat made a wild-card entry at the Moto3 Thailand Grand Prix in 2018. In 2019, he moved to the Moto2 class to race with Idemitsu Honda Team Asia.

Thursday's announcement came after a report earlier this month that the Thai Grand Prix was confirmed as the MotoGP championship's curtain raiser in 2025 and 2026.

The first Grand Prix of the year has been provisionally slated for Feb 28-March 2 next year at the Chang International Circuit in Buri Ram.
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                                The Commerce Ministry is moving forward with in-depth inspections of businesses suspected of using Thai nominees to conceal foreign ownership, particularly in tourism, real estate and logistics.
Auramon Supthaweethum, director-general of the Department of Business Development, said under the Foreign Business Act of 1999, foreign firms must obtain permission as specified in specific lists prior to commencing operations.

A Thai limited company usually limits foreign business ownership to a maximum of 49%.

Operating a business without permission or concealing foreign ownership by using a nominee to hold more than 51% of shares is punishable by law.

The department examined 26,019 nominee cases across four business sectors: tourism and related enterprises, real estate trading, hotels and resorts, and logistics.

These investigations were in six major tourist provinces: Chiang Mai, Chon Buri, Surat Thani, Phuket, Bangkok and Prachuap Khiri Khan.

"After an in-depth investigation, including financial statements in 498 cases, 165 cases warranted examination of additional evidence," said Mrs Auramon.

Following a meeting chaired by Caretaker Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai with executives from 28 agencies on Aug 28 to tackle the influx of cheap, poor-quality imported products, the department inspected four additional business sectors: wholesale and retail, warehouses, construction and engineering, and metal trading.

"Entrepreneurs who identify companies that are at risk and affected by any business that uses nominees are encouraged to inform the department for investigation and further action by related agencies such as the Department of Special Investigation," said Mrs Auramon.

Regarding Chinese online retailer Temu entering the Thai market, the Commerce Ministry is seeking cooperation with the Chinese Embassy for the portal to establish an office in Thailand so the authorities can check for legal compliance and taxation.

The Commerce Ministry assigned the Digital Economy and Society Ministry to follow up on this matter.

She said new business registrations for the first seven months of 2024 rose by 0.16% to 54,220, with combined registered capital of 169 billion baht, down 62.1% year-on-year.

The department expects new business registrations this year to tally 90,000 to 98,000, marking a 5-15% increase.

Mrs Auramon said the uptick is attributed to the government's efforts, such as disbursement of the fiscal 2024 budget, approval of the digital wallet handout, measures to attract foreign investment such as the long-term resident visa scheme and corporate income tax exemption for foreign companies doing business here, as well as the harvest season for crops.

However, consumers are still concerned about the slow economic recovery, high levels of household debt, political stability and ongoing geopolitical conflicts, according to the department.
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                                JAKARTA: Over 1,000 motorcycle taxi drivers staged a strike in several Indonesian cities on Thursday to protest against low pay, and called on the government to provide more protection against what they say are unfair practices by ride-sharing companies.
Drivers wearing trademark green jackets gathered outside the Communications Ministry and near the Jakarta offices of Indonesia's largest technology company GoTo and Southeast Asia's biggest ride-hailing and food delivery firm Grab.

Motorcycle taxis are ubiquitous across Indonesia, including in the capital Jakarta, known for some of the world's worst traffic congestion, and the protests prompted some complaints on social media of slow services.

A spokesperson for GoTo's ride-hailing unit Gojek said on Thursday its operations were running as normal, and that it was open to drivers' input.

Grab's tariffs were designed to ensure stable demand for its services, while keeping in mind drivers' earnings, said Tirza Munusamy, chief of public affairs for its Indonesian unit. The Singapore-based company did not respond to a query about whether the strike disrupted its operations.

Drivers want ride-hailing firms to raise the share they get for every trip from 80% now and for the government to give special status for their terms of employment so they have more bargaining power over fees, said Andi Kristiyanto, a representative of the National Online Taxi Coalition, which arranged the protest.

Driver Wandi said he worked for 10 hours every day but made less than 150,000 rupiah (330 baht) most days. This means his daily income is below Jakarta's minimum wage of 5 million rupiah.

"We want platforms to listen to us," said Wandi, who gave only one name.

GoTo and Grab offer ride hailing, food delivery, and other services in several Southeast Asian countries, and have a combined market capitalisation of about US$18 billion.

The companies recognise drivers as partners, so they do not have the legal obligation to set minimum wages, pay social security insurance or limit working hours, said Nabiyla Risfa Izzati, a labour law lecturer at University of Gadjah Mada.

"It's right to push the government so that it is the one that regulates the companies," she said, adding it needed to set floor and ceiling fees across all industries for the drivers, such as ride hailing and food delivery.

Indonesia's Manpower Ministry did not immediately respond to a request for comment, while the transport ministry said it did not regulate fees, urging platforms to listen to drivers.
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                                KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia Aviation Group (MAG), the parent of national carrier Malaysia Airlines, said on Thursday it would reduce network capacity by 20% across its airlines this year amid a shortage of planes, labour and parts.
The group, which also operates carrier Firefly and Muslim pilgrimage service provider Amal, said in a statement the reduction would involve domestic flights as well as routes in Southeast Asia, North Asia, Australia, New Zealand, Greater China, South Asia and the Middle East.

"While it is a difficult decision, our focus is to prioritise customers first, ensuring we can deliver credible flight schedules and ensure the best possible customer experience moving forward," MAG said.

MAG said this month it would temporarily reduce flights across all of its carriers until December following a string of service disruptions this year.

Malaysia's civil aviation regulator this week cut the duration of Malaysia Airlines' air operator certificate to one year from three years following a probe that found significant technical issues at the state carrier, including a shortage of skilled labour and mechanical parts.

MAG said it would work closely with regulators and manufacturers to address operational challenges and ensure timely and reliable delivery of spare parts.

A global shortage of parts has also affected deliveries of new planes, which has impacted the group's flight planning, MAG said.

It said it had received only four Boeing 737-8 aircraft out of 13 expected this year.

Similarly, it was scheduled to take delivery of four A330neo planes from Airbus in 2024, but will now receive only three by the end of the year, MAG said.
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - A second sinkhole appeared in the heart of Kuala Lumpur on Wednesday, just 50 metres away from where a woman was swallowed into the ground last week and remains missing.
The new sinkhole, located on a road a little over a mile's walk from the glittering Petronas Twin Towers, has been cordoned off as authorities inspect the sewage pipes in the area for further damage, according to the Kuala Lumpur City Hall.

While no casualties were reported Wednesday, it's the same road where a woman fell and disappeared after the earth abruptly opened up beneath her feet. Search and rescue operations for the Indian national, now in its sixth day, have been hampered by heavy rainfall in the capital.

A 1.5-metre sewage pipe runs beneath the road, and the Mineral and Geoscience Department is evaluating the integrity of the land, according to the city hall. The area, known as Jalan Masjid India, is a popular tourism spot, lined with shops and street stalls selling an assortment of food, trinkets and textiles.

Communications Minister Fahmi Fadzil said Wednesday that several manholes have been explored in their search for the missing woman, who was in her 40s. No decision has been made on when to call off the search and rescue efforts, he said at a press briefing in the administrative capital of Putrajaya.

A separate hole had also opened up along Jalan Pantai Permai in Kuala Lumpur, according to Fahmi, a road that's about a twenty-minute drive away from where the woman fell.

"The core issue is management of drainage," he said.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/2855987/new-sinkhole-opens-up-in-kuala-lumpur-after-woman-is-swept-away



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Samui court jails for life son of Spanish actor Rodolfo Sancho over grisly murder                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: A screenshot from a security camera on Koh Phangan allegedly shows Spaniard Daniel Sancho Bronchalo transporting a bag stuffed with the body parts of his Colombian victim Edwin Arrieta Arteaga on a motorcycle to a kayak before dumping the bag into the sea in August 2023. ]
                                              
                          A screenshot from a security camera on Koh Phangan allegedly shows Spaniard Daniel Sancho Bronchalo transporting a bag stuffed with the body parts of his Colombian victim Edwin Arrieta Arteaga on a motorcycle to a kayak before dumping the bag into the sea in August 2023.                         

                                          

                  

                                KOH SAMUI: The Samui Provincial Court on Thursday jailed for life the son of Spanish actor Rodolfo Sancho for the high-profile murder and dismembering of a Colombian man last year on the popular tourist island of Koh Phangan.
The court found Daniel Sancho Bronchalo, 30, guilty of the premeditated murder of Edwin Arrieta Arteaga, 44, whose body was cut up and concealed by the accused, a court statement said.

Daniel Sancho is the son of Rodolfo Sancho, who starred in "El Ministerio del Tiempo" (The Ministry of Time) and actress Silvia Bronchalo. He pleaded guilty to concealing the victim's body, but denied premeditated murder, the court said.

Throughout the trial, Sancho had maintained the August 2023 killing of Arteaga, a plastic surgeon, was an act of self-defence, according to Thai media reports. His lawyer declined to comment when contacted by Reuters on Thursday.

Sancho was a chef on holiday in Thailand at the time of the incident, local media said.

[image: Silvia Bronchalo walks to attend the Samui Provincial Court in Koh Samui disitrict in Surat Thani on Thursday, before the court jailed for life her son, Daniel Sancho Bronchalo. (Photo: Reuters)  ]
Silvia Bronchalo walks to attend the Samui Provincial Court in Koh Samui disitrict in Surat Thani province on Thursday, before the court jailed for life her son, Daniel Sancho Bronchalo. (Photo: Reuters)



He dismembered the victim's body and placed parts of it in plastic bags that he distributed around the island.

The court initially sentenced him to death but reduced that to life imprisonment due to the account he gave of the events during cross examination. He was ordered to pay the victim's family 4.42 million baht in compensation.
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                                Former national police chief Pol Gen Somyot Poompanmoung, former deputy attorney-general Nate Naksuk and six other people were arraigned by public prosecutors on Thursday in the Red Bull heir hit-and-run case.
Prosecutor Suvej Chompong arraigned them at the Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases. The accused face multiple charges, the most serious being dereliction of duty.

Mr Suvej represented the Office of the Attorney-General in taking the case to court by submitting the 19-year statement of accusations.

The charges stem from a request by the National Anti-Corruption Commission, which accused the defendants of mishandling the investigation. 

A key allegation is the change of the speed of the Ferrari driven by Vorayuth Yoovidhya, which led to the dismissal of his arraignment for reckless driving resulting in fatalities.

This reckless driving charge will expire in 2027, while other charges against him have been dropped.

The court granted bail to the eight defendants but prohibited them from leaving the country. They are scheduled to file their pleas on Sept 10.

Mr Vorayuth, son of Red Bull energy drink tycoon Chalerm Yoovidhya, has been a fugitive since Sept 3, 2012, when his sportscar fatally struck Pol Snr Sgt Maj Wichian Klanprasert of Thong Lor police station. It is reported that his whereabouts include London.

Key suspects in the case are:


	Pol Gen Somyot, then police chief

	Pol Maj gen Thawatchai Mekprasertsuk, then forensic police

	Pol Col Viradol Thapthimdee, then Thong Lor police chief

	Nate, then deputy attorney-general

	Saiprasit Koetniyom, then an automotive safety and assessment expert at King Mongkut Institute of Technology (Bangkok North campus)



During the arraignment, Pol Gen Somyot expressed concern and unease about having to prove his innocence in court. He refused to comment on the fresh move by prosecutors, saying the issue was already in the hands of the judges.

Mr Suvej said public prosecutors would not oppose their bail requests if the defendants sought temporary release.
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        The Democrat Party agreed on Thursday to join the coalition government led by Pheu Thai, a party it once considered an arch-rival.

      

      
        Fugitive political activist turns up in New Zealand
        Political activist Panupong "Mike Rayong" Jadnok, who is facing a lese majeste charge for posting a defamatory message about His Majesty the King last year, on Thursday appeared in New Zealand, where he is expected to apply for political asylum and start a new life.

      

      
        Samui court jails for life son of Spanish actor Rodolfo Sancho over grisly murder
        KOH SAMUI: The Samui Provincial Court on Thursday jailed for life the son of Spanish actor Rodolfo Sancho for the high-profile murder and dismembering of a Colombian man last year on the popular tourist island of Koh Phangan.

      

      
        Eight arraigned in Red Bull heir hit-and-run case
        Former national police chief Pol Gen Somyot Poompanmoung, former deputy attorney-general Nate Naksuk and six other people were arraigned by public prosecutors on Thursday in the Red Bull heir hit-and-run case.
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                                The Democrat Party agreed on Thursday to join the coalition government led by Pheu Thai, a party it once considered an arch-rival.
Thirty-four Democrat board members and MPs voted unanimously in favour of joining the coalition. Democrat leader Chalermchai Sri-on abstained from voting as stated in the party regulations.

Pheu Thai invited the Democrats to join the new government after abandoning the Palang Pracharath Party due to internal disagreements.

The Democrat Party has not won a general election since Thaksin Shinawatra formed Thai Rak Thai in 1998. Former leaders, including ex-prime minister Chuan Leekpai, have staunchly opposed any alliance with Pheu Thai. Mr Chuan warned that such a move could further erode the popularity of Thailand's oldest political party, which was founded in 1946.

Dej-id Kaothong, the newly elected deputy leader of the Democrats, defended the decision on Wednesday. "All should understand that the situations in the past and present are different," he said after receiving a cabinet invitation from Pheu Thai.

However, many core Democrat members and supporters on Thursday expressed disappointment over the decision to join Pheu Thai's coalition. Even before the final vote, Sirichok Sopha, a former Democrat MP for Songkhla, announced his resignation from the party after over three decades of membership. He cited irreconcilable differences in political philosophy and party policies.

Even before the final decision was decided on by the Democrat board at a meeting called Thursday night, Sirichok Sopha, a former MP for Songkhla, for instance, announced his decision to quit the party, in which he had been with for more than three decades.

In response to concerns that more members might follow suit, Mr Sirichok, who had won a general election four times, expressed his belief that he was among the last to leave, following a previous mass exodus of long-time members.

[image: Watanya: Don't let Democrat supporters down]
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"Let bygones be bygones? Or let your supporters down?" asked Watanya Bunnag, a well-known Democrat member, in a Facebook post on Thursday.

Ms Watanya criticised those MPs supporting the alliance with Pheu Thai and urged them to honour their responsibility to voters by maintaining checks and balances. She warned that joining Pheu Thai in government would completely erode the remaining trust among the party's supporters.

"Even though the Democrat Party has not won the election in over two decades and has been through a great deal of political turmoil until the party now has only 25 MPs, it has never before lost its integrity," she said.
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                                Political activist Panupong "Mike Rayong" Jadnok, who is facing a lese majeste charge for posting a defamatory message about His Majesty the King last year, on Thursday appeared in New Zealand, where he is expected to apply for political asylum and start a new life.
 Eakapop Luara, also known as Tang Achiwa, an ex-member of the red-shirt movement and a political refugee who previously fled to New Zealand to escape a Section 112 charge, posted a message on Facebook welcoming Panupong, who arrived in the country recently.

"Welcome to a new land, a land of freedom with a welfare state that supports every life," said Eakapop. "Enjoy the beginning of your new life."

It was reported on May 8 that the Criminal Court sentenced Panupong to four years in jail for violating the lese majeste law and Computer Crimes Act, but the sentence was reduced to three years due to his cooperation during witness examination.

Panupong was convicted for a message posted on Facebook on Nov 8 last year. The court said the message was offensive to the monarchy and His Majesty the King and in breach of the computer law.

An arrest warrant was issued for him after he failed to appear in court on March 28 for sentencing.

In another development, Thai Lawyers for Human Rights revealed via X yesterday that "Tee", a Naresuan University postgraduate student, was convicted of distributing books that contained protest speeches about Section 112 cases on Dec 30, 2021.

The court said three messages in the books violated Section 112 and gave him a three-year jail sentence. However, the sentence was reduced to two years due to his age and because the books were only distributed to police officers.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2856088/fugitive-political-activist-turns-up-in-new-zealand



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Samui court jails for life son of Spanish actor Rodolfo Sancho over grisly murder                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: A screenshot from a security camera on Koh Phangan allegedly shows Spaniard Daniel Sancho Bronchalo transporting a bag stuffed with the body parts of his Colombian victim Edwin Arrieta Arteaga on a motorcycle to a kayak before dumping the bag into the sea in August 2023. ]
                                              
                          A screenshot from a security camera on Koh Phangan allegedly shows Spaniard Daniel Sancho Bronchalo transporting a bag stuffed with the body parts of his Colombian victim Edwin Arrieta Arteaga on a motorcycle to a kayak before dumping the bag into the sea in August 2023.                         

                                          

                  

                                KOH SAMUI: The Samui Provincial Court on Thursday jailed for life the son of Spanish actor Rodolfo Sancho for the high-profile murder and dismembering of a Colombian man last year on the popular tourist island of Koh Phangan.
The court found Daniel Sancho Bronchalo, 30, guilty of the premeditated murder of Edwin Arrieta Arteaga, 44, whose body was cut up and concealed by the accused, a court statement said.

Daniel Sancho is the son of Rodolfo Sancho, who starred in "El Ministerio del Tiempo" (The Ministry of Time) and actress Silvia Bronchalo. He pleaded guilty to concealing the victim's body, but denied premeditated murder, the court said.

Throughout the trial, Sancho had maintained the August 2023 killing of Arteaga, a plastic surgeon, was an act of self-defence, according to Thai media reports. His lawyer declined to comment when contacted by Reuters on Thursday.

Sancho was a chef on holiday in Thailand at the time of the incident, local media said.
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He dismembered the victim's body and placed parts of it in plastic bags that he distributed around the island.

The court initially sentenced him to death but reduced that to life imprisonment due to the account he gave of the events during cross examination. He was ordered to pay the victim's family 4.42 million baht in compensation.
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                                Former national police chief Pol Gen Somyot Poompanmoung, former deputy attorney-general Nate Naksuk and six other people were arraigned by public prosecutors on Thursday in the Red Bull heir hit-and-run case.
Prosecutor Suvej Chompong arraigned them at the Central Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Cases. The accused face multiple charges, the most serious being dereliction of duty.

Mr Suvej represented the Office of the Attorney-General in taking the case to court by submitting the 19-year statement of accusations.

The charges stem from a request by the National Anti-Corruption Commission, which accused the defendants of mishandling the investigation. 

A key allegation is the change of the speed of the Ferrari driven by Vorayuth Yoovidhya, which led to the dismissal of his arraignment for reckless driving resulting in fatalities.

This reckless driving charge will expire in 2027, while other charges against him have been dropped.

The court granted bail to the eight defendants but prohibited them from leaving the country. They are scheduled to file their pleas on Sept 10.

Mr Vorayuth, son of Red Bull energy drink tycoon Chalerm Yoovidhya, has been a fugitive since Sept 3, 2012, when his sportscar fatally struck Pol Snr Sgt Maj Wichian Klanprasert of Thong Lor police station. It is reported that his whereabouts include London.

Key suspects in the case are:


	Pol Gen Somyot, then police chief

	Pol Maj gen Thawatchai Mekprasertsuk, then forensic police

	Pol Col Viradol Thapthimdee, then Thong Lor police chief

	Nate, then deputy attorney-general

	Saiprasit Koetniyom, then an automotive safety and assessment expert at King Mongkut Institute of Technology (Bangkok North campus)



During the arraignment, Pol Gen Somyot expressed concern and unease about having to prove his innocence in court. He refused to comment on the fresh move by prosecutors, saying the issue was already in the hands of the judges.

Mr Suvej said public prosecutors would not oppose their bail requests if the defendants sought temporary release.
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                                NAKHON RATCHASIMA: One trapped worker from Myanmar was found dead in a collapsed train tunnel on Thursday, as search efforts for the two remaining workers continued into the sixth day of the operation.
Rescuers from the State Railway of Thailand (SRT) and a team from China's Hunan Sunshine found the body of the Myanmar truck driver at 11am, according to Ekkarat Sriarayanpong, head of the SRT governor's office.

The name of the victim could not be confirmed at this time, Mr Ekkarat said, adding that the SRT was ready to assist his family.

Nakhon Ratchasima governor Chaiwat Chuenkosum confirmed that the body of the Myanmar national was found near a truck, under a pile of soil and rocks.

He said rescuers still detected vital signs from the two remaining men, and more sniffer dogs have been deployed for the search.

The two remaining trapped workers are Chinese - a construction supervisor and a backhoe driver.

Caretaker Interior Minister Anutin Charnvirakul on Thursday said the victim had died from suffocation three to five days before his body was discovered, citing a medical team's report on the cause of death. 

Concerning the possibility of other factors, authorities are awaiting official autopsy results, said Mr Anutin, who went to the site in Pak Chong district to follow up on the rescue operation.

Mr Anutin said rescuers' scanners had detected movement, likely from the second trapped worker, about four metres from where the first worker was found dead. 

Clearing rocks was the main obstacle in the operation, he said.

The Disaster Response Associations Thailand (DRAT) reported that a Chinese engineering team has reinforced the structure of the collapsed tunnel for the safety of rescuers. Rocks and soil blocking the path have been cleared, and sensors have been installed at three points in the tunnel ceiling to monitor subsidence and ensure safety.
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On Wednesday, rescuers digging through the rubble got within about one metre of one of the three trapped workers, whose vital signs were being detected by scanners.

The three men have been trapped since the tunnel collapsed on Saturday night. The tunnel is part of the Sino-Thai high-speed railway being built between Bangkok and Nong Khai province, which borders Laos.

The collapse started about 1.5 kilometres from the entrance of the tunnel, which is near the Khlong Khanan Chit train station in tambon Chan Thuek of Pak Chong district in Nakhon Ratchasima.

[image: ]
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                                Puripol Boonson has made history as the first Thai sprinter to win a medal at the World Athletics U20 Championships, capturing silver in the 100-metre final in Lima, Peru, on Thursday.
The 18-year-old sprinter clocked in at 10.22 seconds, finishing just behind South Africa's Bayanda Walaza, who won gold with a time of 10.19 seconds. Bradley Nkoana, also from South Africa, took bronze, finishing 0.04 second behind Puripol. 

Puripol, dubbed Angel Bew, previously made headlines as the first Thai athlete in any sport to reach the semi-finals at the Olympics. He qualified for the 100m semi-finals in Paris, running a time of 10.14 seconds to finish 21st overall, falling short of the final.

The Surin native vowed to compete in the next Olympics in Los Angeles. "In four years, I will be stronger and will try to win a medal for Thailand," he said.

His trainer Ekkawit Sawangphol and the Athletic Association of Thailand commended him for the success in Peru.
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                                PARIS: French president Emmanuel Macron declared the Paralympic Games open on Wednesday after a glorious ceremony in which competitors were celebrated by joyful volunteers and spectators on a sweet summer night.
The event on the Champs Elysees and the Place de la Concorde was the first Paralympics curtain-raiser to be held outside a stadium.

Security was tight, with some 15,000 law enforcement officers on site, but there was a light summer feeling to the evening as the sun slowly set on the French capital.

"Dear athletes, welcome to the country of love and revolution. Rest assured, tonight, no Storming of the Bastille, no guillotine, because tonight the most beautiful revolution starts -- the paralympic revolution," Paris 2024 president Tony Estanguet said in his speech.

"It's a sweet revolution that will change all of us deeply."

The live show started at the foot of the obelisk in Place de la Concorde with Canadian musician, songwriter, and producer Chilly Gonzales on the piano.

Artists with disabilities and impairments screamed a countdown and French singer Christine and the Queens delivered a pop rendition of Edith Piaf's 'Je ne regrette rien'.

The event, directed by Swedish choreographer Alexander Ekman and featuring 500 artists, was named "Paradox, from discord to concord", in a thinly-veiled reference to the Place de la Concorde, where the sold-out ceremony ended in front of more than 50,000 spectators.

The 168-delegation athletes' parade started from the bottom of the Champs Elysees in a festive atmosphere with volunteers cheering and dancing.

						

							
						


As the French, who closed the parade, reached the square, Yann Tiersen's theme of Amelie was played on the loudspeaker before the crowd chanted 'Allez Les Bleus' with the scintillating Eiffel Tower in the background.

Last month's Olympics opening ceremony was held in pouring rain which failed to dampen the enthusiasm of spectators along the Seine River. It went without a security glitch, though it also triggered controversy over a tableau that appeared to parody Leonardo da Vinci's 'The Last Supper'.
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                                The Trade Policy and Strategy Office (TPSO) has expressed concern over the widening trade deficit between Thailand and China.
In the first six months of 2024, imports from China increased by 7.12% year-on-year, amounting to US$37.6 billion (roughly 1.33 trillion baht). This resulted in a trade deficit with China of $20 billion (about 720 billion baht), up 15.7% year-on-year.

The top three imports from China are smartphones, computers and computer parts, and steel products and hot-rolled steel sheet.

"The reason why Thailand and other countries around the world have a trade deficit with China is the mainland can manufacture products at a lower cost than other countries because of low labour costs, the availability of suppliers, a fixed exchange rate controlled by the government, which helps in setting export prices, and subsidies from the Chinese government which lower the average cost," said Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, director-general of TPSO.

In 2023, the top 10 products which Thailand recorded a trade deficit with China were: smartphones ($3.31 billion), computers and parts ($2.81 billion), hot-rolled steel sheet ($2.56 billion), electric vehicles ($2.54 billion), machinery and mechanical components ($1.88 billion), iron and steel products ($1.85 billion), chemical products ($1.77 billion), electrical appliances and parts ($1.46 billion), plastic products ($1.25 billion), and electrical circuits ($1.17 billion).

"In 2024, the Thai trade deficit with China continued in three major product categories which included smartphones, followed by computers and parts, and steel products," Mr Poonpong said.

TPSO has asked the government to enforce stricter import standards, especially for electronic and electrical appliances, regulate goods evading taxes, and rigorously apply domestic trade laws to ensure imported products meet health, environmental and safety standards.

The goal is to create an ecosystem that strengthens Thai businesses and the local supply chain for sustainable competitiveness, said Mr Poonpong.
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                                Airports of Thailand (AOT) plans to upgrade the facilities of Suvarnabhumi International Airport in Samut Prakan province to accommodate 80 million passengers a year by 2031.
AOT president Kerati Kijmanawat on Wednesday said the agency is reviewing its master plan for expanding the airport's capacity over a 10-year period to meet the government's goal of having the airport rank among the top 20 in the world within five years.

Under the master plan, a new passenger terminal called South Terminal will be built on the southern side of the airport at an estimated cost of 120 billion baht.

The airport's fourth runway will be built for 20 billion baht.

With these two new elements, the airport will be able to handle about 80 million passengers per year, he said, adding the South Terminal will likely require 14 months to complete while Runway 4 will need about 10 months.

He said the master plan review will be finished by February, adding AOT will forward the plan to the Transport Ministry to submit it to the cabinet for budget approval, which is estimated to require at least another three months.

The bidding for construction of the projects will likely come by early 2027, he said.

He said the South Terminal is estimated to require four-and-a-half years to build, while Runway 4 should be built in around four years.

The new terminal will likely open by late 2031, while the fourth runway will likely be inaugurated a year earlier.

Mr Kerati said Suvarnabhumi's development plan is required because its existing main terminal is overcrowded.

In addition, the areas for dropping off and picking up passengers are now overly congested as the space is only 400 metres long, he said.

When the southern terminal is built, more dropping off and picking up space, about 2 kilometres long, will be added.

He said the temporary parking space would be designed in a U-shape to improve passenger drop-offs and pick-ups.

Shops will also be added to the U-shaped space for those who arrive at the terminal early and want to spend some time there before their flights, he added.
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                                A Surat Thani court on Wednesday ordered a couple to halt teaching their version of Lord Buddha's teachings to followers and take their eight-year-old son, whom they claim has mind-connecting powers, to see a psychiatrist.
The Juvenile and Family Court's order was issued in response to a petition lodged by local Social Development and Human Security authorities who aim to protect the boy under the Child Protection Act 2003.

The court told the parents to cooperate with the petitioning authorities, which included making plans for the boy's upbringing.

The court order prohibits all broadcasts on any media channels and social media platforms, including photos or video clips of so-called mind connection teachings.

It also bans them from publicising distorted Buddhist teachings or any versions of their teachings that aren't in the Tripitaka.

The parents of the boy must also take him to a psychiatrist within 15 days from now, and they must formally report to the court about the meeting with the psychiatrist.

The court also ordered two follow-up meetings with a psychiatrist within six months of the court order.

All other mind-connecting activities by the couple's cult are also ordered banned, according to Wednesday's court ruling.

Chonlada Chanasirattanakun, a social development and human security official, said her office would try to work with the boy's parents to implement the court order.

Ms Chonlada said that disobeying the court's order may result in legal action.

The boy's mother, who was identified only by her first name, Natthaphon, said the court's decision wasn't surprising to her, possibly because the court focused mainly on protecting her son's welfare.

Ms Natthaphon believed the court's order was based on doctored pictures and videos of their son circulated on social media platforms such as Facebook, YouTube and TikTok.

She said that such images might have given the court the wrong impression that the boy was being abused by them for their benefit.

She said she was determined to appeal the court's order.

Ms Natthaphon added she had evidence that she believed would convince the court that she and her husband had never used their son for their own gain.
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        Thai nominees to be scrutinised
        The Commerce Ministry is moving forward with in-depth inspections of businesses suspected of using Thai nominees to conceal foreign ownership, particularly in tourism, real estate and logistics.

      

      
        Indonesian app-based taxi drivers strike in protest over low pay
        JAKARTA: Over 1,000 motorcycle taxi drivers staged a strike in several Indonesian cities on Thursday to protest against low pay, and called on the government to provide more protection against what they say are unfair practices by ride-sharing companies.

      

      
        Malaysia Aviation Group to cut flight capacity by 20% this year
        KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia Aviation Group (MAG), the parent of national carrier Malaysia Airlines, said on Thursday it would reduce network capacity by 20% across its airlines this year amid a shortage of planes, labour and parts.

      

      
        Google weighs large data centre in Vietnam, source says, in nation's first by US big tech
        HANOI: Alphabet's Google is considering building a large data centre in Vietnam, a person briefed on the plans said, in what would be the first such investment by a big US technology company in the Southeast Asian nation.

      

      
        Toyota global output falls for 6th straight month
        TOKYO &nbsp;- Toyota Motor said on Thursday its global production slipped for a sixth straight month in July, hurt by declines in markets such as China and Thailand, though the fall was smaller than the previous month's double-digit drop.

      

      
        Deficit with China sparks concern amid uptick in imports
        The Trade Policy and Strategy Office (TPSO) has expressed concern over the widening trade deficit between Thailand and China.

      

      
        London's BBC Site Luxury Homes Launch in Bangkok
        Bangkok's property investors will have a unique opportunity to own a piece of London's media history as Television Centre brings its latest development to Thailand's capital this September.
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        Airports of Thailand (AOT) plans to upgrade the facilities of Suvarnabhumi International Airport in Samut Prakan province to accommodate 80 million passengers a year by 2031.

      

      
        Fewer Thais tuning into traditional TV
        Thais are watching less traditional TV, preferring to consume video content via streaming platforms, while younger people are willing to pay subscription fees to access premium content, according to data analytics firm Nielsen Thailand.

      

      
        Thailand preps for Korean arrivals
        Thailand is expecting an influx of South Korean tourists during the six-day Chuseok holiday next month, maintaining momentum as Korean visitors are expected to record a new high of 2 million this year.
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                                The Commerce Ministry is moving forward with in-depth inspections of businesses suspected of using Thai nominees to conceal foreign ownership, particularly in tourism, real estate and logistics.
Auramon Supthaweethum, director-general of the Department of Business Development, said under the Foreign Business Act of 1999, foreign firms must obtain permission as specified in specific lists prior to commencing operations.

A Thai limited company usually limits foreign business ownership to a maximum of 49%.

Operating a business without permission or concealing foreign ownership by using a nominee to hold more than 51% of shares is punishable by law.

The department examined 26,019 nominee cases across four business sectors: tourism and related enterprises, real estate trading, hotels and resorts, and logistics.

These investigations were in six major tourist provinces: Chiang Mai, Chon Buri, Surat Thani, Phuket, Bangkok and Prachuap Khiri Khan.

"After an in-depth investigation, including financial statements in 498 cases, 165 cases warranted examination of additional evidence," said Mrs Auramon.

Following a meeting chaired by Caretaker Commerce Minister Phumtham Wechayachai with executives from 28 agencies on Aug 28 to tackle the influx of cheap, poor-quality imported products, the department inspected four additional business sectors: wholesale and retail, warehouses, construction and engineering, and metal trading.

"Entrepreneurs who identify companies that are at risk and affected by any business that uses nominees are encouraged to inform the department for investigation and further action by related agencies such as the Department of Special Investigation," said Mrs Auramon.

Regarding Chinese online retailer Temu entering the Thai market, the Commerce Ministry is seeking cooperation with the Chinese Embassy for the portal to establish an office in Thailand so the authorities can check for legal compliance and taxation.

The Commerce Ministry assigned the Digital Economy and Society Ministry to follow up on this matter.

She said new business registrations for the first seven months of 2024 rose by 0.16% to 54,220, with combined registered capital of 169 billion baht, down 62.1% year-on-year.

The department expects new business registrations this year to tally 90,000 to 98,000, marking a 5-15% increase.

Mrs Auramon said the uptick is attributed to the government's efforts, such as disbursement of the fiscal 2024 budget, approval of the digital wallet handout, measures to attract foreign investment such as the long-term resident visa scheme and corporate income tax exemption for foreign companies doing business here, as well as the harvest season for crops.

However, consumers are still concerned about the slow economic recovery, high levels of household debt, political stability and ongoing geopolitical conflicts, according to the department.
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                                JAKARTA: Over 1,000 motorcycle taxi drivers staged a strike in several Indonesian cities on Thursday to protest against low pay, and called on the government to provide more protection against what they say are unfair practices by ride-sharing companies.
Drivers wearing trademark green jackets gathered outside the Communications Ministry and near the Jakarta offices of Indonesia's largest technology company GoTo and Southeast Asia's biggest ride-hailing and food delivery firm Grab.

Motorcycle taxis are ubiquitous across Indonesia, including in the capital Jakarta, known for some of the world's worst traffic congestion, and the protests prompted some complaints on social media of slow services.

A spokesperson for GoTo's ride-hailing unit Gojek said on Thursday its operations were running as normal, and that it was open to drivers' input.

Grab's tariffs were designed to ensure stable demand for its services, while keeping in mind drivers' earnings, said Tirza Munusamy, chief of public affairs for its Indonesian unit. The Singapore-based company did not respond to a query about whether the strike disrupted its operations.

Drivers want ride-hailing firms to raise the share they get for every trip from 80% now and for the government to give special status for their terms of employment so they have more bargaining power over fees, said Andi Kristiyanto, a representative of the National Online Taxi Coalition, which arranged the protest.

Driver Wandi said he worked for 10 hours every day but made less than 150,000 rupiah (330 baht) most days. This means his daily income is below Jakarta's minimum wage of 5 million rupiah.

"We want platforms to listen to us," said Wandi, who gave only one name.

GoTo and Grab offer ride hailing, food delivery, and other services in several Southeast Asian countries, and have a combined market capitalisation of about US$18 billion.

The companies recognise drivers as partners, so they do not have the legal obligation to set minimum wages, pay social security insurance or limit working hours, said Nabiyla Risfa Izzati, a labour law lecturer at University of Gadjah Mada.

"It's right to push the government so that it is the one that regulates the companies," she said, adding it needed to set floor and ceiling fees across all industries for the drivers, such as ride hailing and food delivery.

Indonesia's Manpower Ministry did not immediately respond to a request for comment, while the transport ministry said it did not regulate fees, urging platforms to listen to drivers.
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                                KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia Aviation Group (MAG), the parent of national carrier Malaysia Airlines, said on Thursday it would reduce network capacity by 20% across its airlines this year amid a shortage of planes, labour and parts.
The group, which also operates carrier Firefly and Muslim pilgrimage service provider Amal, said in a statement the reduction would involve domestic flights as well as routes in Southeast Asia, North Asia, Australia, New Zealand, Greater China, South Asia and the Middle East.

"While it is a difficult decision, our focus is to prioritise customers first, ensuring we can deliver credible flight schedules and ensure the best possible customer experience moving forward," MAG said.

MAG said this month it would temporarily reduce flights across all of its carriers until December following a string of service disruptions this year.

Malaysia's civil aviation regulator this week cut the duration of Malaysia Airlines' air operator certificate to one year from three years following a probe that found significant technical issues at the state carrier, including a shortage of skilled labour and mechanical parts.

MAG said it would work closely with regulators and manufacturers to address operational challenges and ensure timely and reliable delivery of spare parts.

A global shortage of parts has also affected deliveries of new planes, which has impacted the group's flight planning, MAG said.

It said it had received only four Boeing 737-8 aircraft out of 13 expected this year.

Similarly, it was scheduled to take delivery of four A330neo planes from Airbus in 2024, but will now receive only three by the end of the year, MAG said.
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                                HANOI: Alphabet's Google is considering building a large data centre in Vietnam, a person briefed on the plans said, in what would be the first such investment by a big US technology company in the Southeast Asian nation.
Google is weighing setting up a "hyperscale" data centre close to Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam's southern economic hub, the source said, declining to be named because the information is not public.

The investment, the size of which the source did not specify, would be a shot in the arm for Vietnam which has so far failed to attract major overseas capital in data centres due to its patchy infrastructure, with large tech companies preferring to house their centres in rival nations in the region.

It was not clear how quickly Google will reach a decision on an investment but the source said internal talks are on and the data centre could be ready in 2027.

A spokesperson for Google declined to comment about the data centre plan.

Hyperscale centres are the largest in the industry, with power consumption usually similar to that of a big city.

A hyperscale data centre with power consumption capacity of 50 megawatts (MW) could cost between US$300 million and $650 million, according to estimates based on data published by real estate consultant Jones Lang LaSalle in a report this year on data centres in Vietnam.

Google's move was motivated by the large number of its domestic and foreign cloud services clients in Vietnam and the country's expanding digital economy, the source said, noting the Southeast Asian nation was one of the fastest-growing markets for YouTube, Google's popular online video sharing platform.

Currently the top data centre operators in Vietnam, based on computing space, are industrial investment firm IDC Becamex and telecommunications company VNPT, both Vietnamese state-owned enterprises, according to an internal market report by an industrial park in Vietnam seen by Reuters.

The Nikkei reported in May that Chinese e-commerce company Alibaba was considering building a data centre in Vietnam. Alibaba did not reply to a request for comment.

Growth strategy

Despite growing demand for digital services from Vietnam's 100 million population, foreign investors in the sector have largely shunned the country because of occasional power shortages, less attractive investment incentives and weak internet infrastructure which relies on a handful of ageing subsea cables, according to industry experts.

In Southeast Asia, Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand are well ahead in the industry, and have attracted far bigger investments from global tech giants.

Google said in May it will invest $2 billion in Malaysia to develop its first data centre and Google Cloud region in the country.

Unattractive regulations on foreign ownership and data localisation have also long been a hurdle, but in a reform approved in November Vietnamese legislators decided to allow overseas data centre operators to retain full ownership.

Vietnam has strict cybersecurity rules and has long clashed with foreign tech companies about storing data in the country - a requirement that it has, however, not regularly enforced.

Undeterred, Google is opening a representative office in Vietnam, and is already hiring dozens of engineers, marketing experts and other professionals, according to ads on LinkedIn.

"We now have a team on the ground to better serve our Vietnam-based advertising customers and support the country's digital transformation," a spokesperson for Google told Reuters.

Google is also offering 40,000 scholarships in Vietnam for basic AI courses and $350,000 each for 20 selected AI startups, Google Vietnam Managing Director Marc Woo said on LinkedIn last month.

The company already has a large network of suppliers in Vietnam that assemble its products, including Pixel smartphones.
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                                TOKYO  - Toyota Motor said on Thursday its global production slipped for a sixth straight month in July, hurt by declines in markets such as China and Thailand, though the fall was smaller than the previous month's double-digit drop.
Output for July slid 1% compared to the same month a year earlier to 804,610 vehicles, with production in China down 6% and that in Thailand falling 13%.

Worldwide sales were down less than 1%, dragged by declines in top markets the United States and China.

US sales fell 5% because of a smaller number of sales days than last year and a production and delivery suspension of the Grand Highlander and Lexus TX sport utility vehicles due to an airbag issue.

Those in China were down amid ongoing pressure on foreign auto brands from the shift to electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids sold by Chinese automakers.

Toyota's global sales and production figures include its Lexus luxury brand.
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                                The Trade Policy and Strategy Office (TPSO) has expressed concern over the widening trade deficit between Thailand and China.
In the first six months of 2024, imports from China increased by 7.12% year-on-year, amounting to US$37.6 billion (roughly 1.33 trillion baht). This resulted in a trade deficit with China of $20 billion (about 720 billion baht), up 15.7% year-on-year.

The top three imports from China are smartphones, computers and computer parts, and steel products and hot-rolled steel sheet.

"The reason why Thailand and other countries around the world have a trade deficit with China is the mainland can manufacture products at a lower cost than other countries because of low labour costs, the availability of suppliers, a fixed exchange rate controlled by the government, which helps in setting export prices, and subsidies from the Chinese government which lower the average cost," said Poonpong Naiyanapakorn, director-general of TPSO.

In 2023, the top 10 products which Thailand recorded a trade deficit with China were: smartphones ($3.31 billion), computers and parts ($2.81 billion), hot-rolled steel sheet ($2.56 billion), electric vehicles ($2.54 billion), machinery and mechanical components ($1.88 billion), iron and steel products ($1.85 billion), chemical products ($1.77 billion), electrical appliances and parts ($1.46 billion), plastic products ($1.25 billion), and electrical circuits ($1.17 billion).

"In 2024, the Thai trade deficit with China continued in three major product categories which included smartphones, followed by computers and parts, and steel products," Mr Poonpong said.

TPSO has asked the government to enforce stricter import standards, especially for electronic and electrical appliances, regulate goods evading taxes, and rigorously apply domestic trade laws to ensure imported products meet health, environmental and safety standards.

The goal is to create an ecosystem that strengthens Thai businesses and the local supply chain for sustainable competitiveness, said Mr Poonpong.
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                                Bangkok's property investors will have a unique opportunity to own a piece of London's media history as Television Centre brings its latest development to Thailand's capital this September.
The Ariel, a 23-storey residential tower part of the former BBC headquarters redevelopment in White City, London, will be unveiled at an exclusive two-day event on September 13-14, 2024, at the Park Hyatt Hotel, Central Embassy.
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The development offers 167 private apartments and penthouses, with units ranging from one to three bedrooms. Prices start at PS595,000 (approximately 27.7 million baht).Designed by MSMR in collaboration with Tatjana von Stein, The Ariel promises modern luxury living with amenities managed by Soho House. The property's location offers residents proximity to institutions like Imperial College and easy access to upscale neighbourhoods such as Notting Hill and Holland Park.
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Prapaporn Boonkajornkul, Director and Head of Agency Services at Savills Thailand, is handling inquiries for the Bangkok launch. "This development represents a significant investment opportunity in one of London's most dynamic areas," Boonkajornkul told the Bangkok Post.The event runs from 10 am to 6 pm on both days. Interested parties can contact Savills Thailand for registration and further details.Interested parties are encouraged to contact the Bangkok sales agent:

Prapaporn Boonkajornkul

Director, Head of Agency Services

Savills (Thailand) Limited

T: 096-196-5191

Khun @Prapaporn Boonkajornkul @Savills,TH
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                                Airports of Thailand (AOT) plans to upgrade the facilities of Suvarnabhumi International Airport in Samut Prakan province to accommodate 80 million passengers a year by 2031.
AOT president Kerati Kijmanawat on Wednesday said the agency is reviewing its master plan for expanding the airport's capacity over a 10-year period to meet the government's goal of having the airport rank among the top 20 in the world within five years.

Under the master plan, a new passenger terminal called South Terminal will be built on the southern side of the airport at an estimated cost of 120 billion baht.

The airport's fourth runway will be built for 20 billion baht.

With these two new elements, the airport will be able to handle about 80 million passengers per year, he said, adding the South Terminal will likely require 14 months to complete while Runway 4 will need about 10 months.

He said the master plan review will be finished by February, adding AOT will forward the plan to the Transport Ministry to submit it to the cabinet for budget approval, which is estimated to require at least another three months.

The bidding for construction of the projects will likely come by early 2027, he said.

He said the South Terminal is estimated to require four-and-a-half years to build, while Runway 4 should be built in around four years.

The new terminal will likely open by late 2031, while the fourth runway will likely be inaugurated a year earlier.

Mr Kerati said Suvarnabhumi's development plan is required because its existing main terminal is overcrowded.

In addition, the areas for dropping off and picking up passengers are now overly congested as the space is only 400 metres long, he said.

When the southern terminal is built, more dropping off and picking up space, about 2 kilometres long, will be added.

He said the temporary parking space would be designed in a U-shape to improve passenger drop-offs and pick-ups.

Shops will also be added to the U-shaped space for those who arrive at the terminal early and want to spend some time there before their flights, he added.
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                                Thais are watching less traditional TV, preferring to consume video content via streaming platforms, while younger people are willing to pay subscription fees to access premium content, according to data analytics firm Nielsen Thailand.
Speaking yesterday at the "One Decade of Thai Digital TV: Beyond the Next Step" conference, organised by the Association of Digital Television Broadcasting (Thailand) and the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission, Runchita Srivoravilai, Thailand vertical lead for advertiser and agency at Nielsen Thailand, said data showed that so far this year only 53% of Thais had watched TV content via offline platforms, which refers to digital TV, cable TV and satellite, down from 63% in 2023.

"47% of Thais consume TV-produced content via streaming platforms, up from 37% in the previous year," Ms Runchita said.

Nielsen found that TV dramas and sporting events have been the most watched programmes among Thais so far this year.

This trend aligns with the situation in several other Asian countries, namely South Korea, Indonesia, and Taiwan, where TV dramas and sporting events also attract the largest TV viewership.

Data on cross-platform consumption habits showed that 53% of Bangkok residents watch the "Dujapsorn" TV drama via offline TV, while 47% watch it via a streaming platform such as TrueID, AIS Play, or 3Plus.

"People still watch TV dramas, but the viewing pattern has changed as streaming platforms have gained a more significant role in terms of the consumption of video content," said Ms Runchita.

Nielsen Thailand also found that Thais are continuing to watch streamed content, with 67% having used video-on-demand (VOD) so far this year.

Subscription video-on-demand (SVOD) accounts for 48% of total VOD consumption.

"Gen Y and Gen Z viewers are willing to pay a subscription fee to watch premium content," said Ms Runchita.

According to Nielsen, advertising expenditure in Thailand from January to July 2024 was worth 67 billion baht, an increase of 2% from the corresponding period last year.

For the Thai TV industry, advertising spending was worth 33 billion baht, down by 2%, while the advertainment spending on the internet was worth 18 billion baht, an increase of 8% compared to the same period last year.

"Although TV remains has the largest share of advertising spending at 50%, the current level represents a decline from 65% recorded a decade ago," Ms Runchita said.

Streaming platforms are growing at unprecedented levels across Asia and are poised to be the future of the industry.

Media companies must agilely adjust their strategic plans and their route through the fragmented media landscape, Ms Runchita added.
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                                Thailand is expecting an influx of South Korean tourists during the six-day Chuseok holiday next month, maintaining momentum as Korean visitors are expected to record a new high of 2 million this year.
Thai tourism operators said they are unfazed by strong competition from Vietnam and Japan in luring the Korean market.

Chuwit Sirivejkul, regional director of marketing for East Asia at the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), said South Korean tourists have never dropped from top spots of inbound markets to Thailand since the beginning of this year.

As of Aug 25, roughly 1.22 million Korean tourists had visited Thailand this year, with average daily arrivals of 6,000-7,000 during the weekend and holidays, with 5,000 on weekdays, he said.

Most of them were independent tourists, family groups, honeymooners, golfers and business travellers.

During the Chuseok holiday last year, 737,687 South Koreans took overseas flights, which exceeded the same period in 2019.

Mr Chuwit said TAT expects at least 23,000 tourists to visit Thailand between Sept 14-17 during the Chuseok holiday, or Thanksgiving holiday in South Korea, with average expenditure of 40,000-50,000 baht per trip.

Even though this festival is typically a busy period for domestic tourists with many events and promotions to serve locals, Mr Chuwit said tourists still seek overseas trips.

As flights between the two countries have fully resumed, this market should grow further during the final quarter and numbers could reach 2 million this year.

Last year, 1.66 million South Korean tourists visited Thailand, still lagging 1.88 million recorded in 2019.

Sisdivachr Cheewarattanaporn, president of the Association of Thai Travel Agents (Atta), said the number of Korean tour groups has already recovered, shifting to smaller groups.

Atta is scheduled to host a roadshow to Seoul and Kwangju in South Korea in October as both cities have the potential to gain high numbers of travellers.

Promoting Thai tourism to the South Korean market would also help substitute other markets, such as Japan and China, which remain weaker than expected, said Mr Sisdivachr.

Amid a surge of Koreans visiting Japan and Vietnam, TAT will focus on maintaining repeat visitors, and promoting quality products and attractions to lure young generations, said Mr Chuwit.

As of July, over 5.1 million Koreans visited Japan, while Vietnam also had this market as its top visitor group in 2023 at 3.6 million.

Mr Chuwit said the attractiveness of Japan based on a weak yen is a critical factor.

The TAT will continue to cooperate with large travel Korean agents and will hold the Thailand Golf Travel Mart next month to lure international buyers, including from South Korea.

Mr Sisdivachr said Thailand should maintain a high quality of hospitality and improve accessibility to compete with rising stars like Vietnam and established countries like Japan.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2855722/thailand-preps-for-korean-arrivals



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

      Opinion

      
        Thorny ethics debate
        The nation's political parties are to kick off a process to seek amendments to the charter. The main focus is a clause regarding politicians' ethics and a law governing the dissolution of parties to prevent political upheavals.

      

      
        Unpacking China's global influence
        Is China an enigma? If it is difficult to decipher the country on some fronts, there are other elements which are more accessible. While it might be easy to look at its impressive growth in recent decades as diverging from other global players in key areas, there are other areas which are mutually convergent. From the multidimensional panorama of a complex world -- the "multiplex" world, a...

      

      
        Junk carbon offset addiction 'killing the planet'
        Before This Is Why We Can't Have Nice Things was a Taylor Swift song, it was a punch line to a Paula Poundstone joke from the 1980s about how, as a kid, she once knocked a Flintstones glass off a table, making her mother say, "That's why we can't have nice things."

      

      
        Libya's unending crisis shows need to be prepared
        Who remembers Libya? Who recalls how the US became embroiled in this civil war only then to quickly lose interest? But sadly Americans vividly remember Benghazi and the horrible loss of a US consulate, the death of a respected US diplomat, killing of three security personnel and the throwing of the American flag into the pyres of a failed policy.

      

      
        Keeping politics in the family
        Politics is increasingly returning to being a family business in Southeast Asia, despite its large and vibrant democracies. It's a worrying trend. Power is at risk of being concentrated in the hands of an exclusive club of entrenched clans. That will disproportionately disadvantage the region's dynamic youth who are getting more frustrated with nepotism.

      

      
        Why I yelled at the TV during Harris's speech
        When you find yourself shouting at the TV, you know it's time to take a break. I reached that point last week, watching Kamala Harris's acceptance speech at the Democratic National Convention, and what I yelled at the screen was, "The enemy is us!"

      

      
        Time to overhaul outdated fine system
        If you think our legal system is fair by imposing the same penalty on everyone for the same offence, think again.

      

      
        Overdue trial for Tak Bai
        The decision by Narathiwat Provincial Court to hear a lawsuit against seven high-ranking officials accused of murdering protesters in the Tak Bai incident two decades ago is a milestone for efforts to eradicate the culture of impunity in Thai society.

      

      
        In the modern era, who holds the right to truth?
        Hardly a week goes by without a new piece of misinformation circulating online, from the freshet of conspiracy theories unleashed by the attempt on former US president Donald Trump's life to Elon Musk tweeting the far right's false claim that the United Kingdom has a two-tier policing policy. Truth is under attack, and people know it. According to a recent global survey...

      

      
        Time to walk the talk
        The government's inadequate response to the collapse of the high-speed railway tunnel in Nakhon Ratchasima demonstrates its bizarre insistence on following the same playbook, which has been proven to be unlikely to improve safety management at the nation's construction sites.
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																The nation's political parties are to kick off a process to seek amendments to the charter. The main focus is a clause regarding politicians' ethics and a law governing the dissolution of parties to prevent political upheavals.
The People's Party, the latest offshoot of the defunct Move Forward Party (MFP), and Pheu Thai, now coalition party leader, have common ground in pushing for changes in two areas, a section of the 2017 constitution involving politicians' ethics, and also the organic law on parties authorising a party's dissolution, and other heavy penalties such as a 10-year ban from politics, or even a lifetime ban, for politicians.

The Constitutional Court dissolved the MFP and slapped a 10-year ban on its executives, including adviser Pita Limjaroenrat on Aug 7, ruling its campaign to amend Section 112 or the lese majeste law harboured an intention to corrode the constitutional monarchy.

The following week, it removed Pheu Thai's Srettha Thavisin from office as PM for breach of ethics after he appointed ex-convict Pichit Chuenban as a cabinet minister.

The People's Party argues the Constitutional Court is given too much power to make arbitrary rulings and handing down harsh and disproportionate penalties such as dissolving parties.

The proposed changes are intended to make party dissolution more difficult, by requiring the Criminal Court's final ruling on this.

At the same time, it proposes halving the 10-year ban for politicians. The party argues that strict ethical requirements have given way to judicial lawfare against some politicians who dare to challenge the old establishment.

The amendment is an attempt by lawmakers to combat this, in which the justice system is being used to attack political opponents.

While "lawfare" is deplorable, it begs the question of what parliamentarians will do to maintain their ethical standards.

The harsh reality is: few, if any politicians, ever show sufficient spirit to curb their own errant behaviour. Resigning from a position in a show of accountability is not the norm for political office-holders in Thailand.

A plethora of cases exists to show that politicians tend to turn a blind eye to their colleagues' untoward behaviour.

Of course, there are committees policing ethics in our bicameral parliament. Yet they behave like tiger papers.

Take the case of the ethics committee of the military-appointed Senate which expired in May. Last year, the Upper House ethics committee probed the case of a senator who helped an abusive, under-qualified ex-girlfriend get a job with a state agency, only to issue a mere warning. The measure was endorsed by a Senate majority.

Needless to say, the charter court's drastic rulings have caused a stir.

However, the court's citation of ethics in Mr Srettha's downfall has a positive side in forcing Pheu Thai and Paetongtarn Shinawatra to perform tough checks of contenders for the new cabinet. With a proper filtering process, this cabinet hopefully will be free from mafia or those with a shady past.

Indeed, elected lawmakers in public office do not have to wait for "lawfare" to dictate what is ethical. It is their primary duty to select people with integrity and credibility and an unblemished track-record for big jobs, to set a political norm and move politics forward.
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									Unpacking China's global influence								
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																Is China an enigma? If it is difficult to decipher the country on some fronts, there are other elements which are more accessible. While it might be easy to look at its impressive growth in recent decades as diverging from other global players in key areas, there are other areas which are mutually convergent. From the multidimensional panorama of a complex world -- the "multiplex" world, a preferred approach is not to generalise too much but to analyse the specifics of our times for possible confluence.
China's current policy and related vision towards the world community can be seen from the communique issued by the national authorities at its Third Plenum gathering in July 2024. It harks back to the earlier Five-Sphere Integrated Plan and Four-Pronged Comprehensive Strategy which project socialism with Chinese characteristics in the economic, political, civil, social and cultural development, based on harmony between societies.

In the background for over a decade, its Belt and Road Initiative has been a key player linking up with some 150 countries worldwide through massive infrastructure projects, such as construction of railways, and extractive industries, such as mining in various parts of the world, with Chinese finance and loans undergirding this strategic outreach.

Recently, due to critiques about environmental impacts and debt traps which await various countries borrowing too easily from their counterpart, there is now more consciousness of the need for environmental impact assessment and more rigid financial planning to address the debt issue.

For instance, China has now issued green finance guidelines for a more accountable process based on ESG (environmental, social, governance), as well as the opening for grievance mechanisms to accept complaints from affected communities in regard to ecological harm. There have been tens of thousands of cases in the country where communities have lodged complaints against the authorities for environmental damage, such as a key case in Gansu province where a conservation organisation took the local state enterprise to court for failing to use renewable energy -- and won.

More recently, three initiatives emerged to complement that vision: the Global Development Initiative (GDI), the Global Security Initiative (GSI), and, most recently, the Global Civilization Initiative (GCI).

The GDI promotes shared values premised on people, with a stronger commitment to address climate change, green development, the digital economy, and connectivity. The GSI calls for sustained security based on respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity of states, with peaceful dispute settlement through dialogue. It tackles both traditional security (such as armed conflicts) and non-traditional security (such as the drug issue and cybercrime).

Perhaps the most intriguing initiative is the GCI, which counters the perspective of the "clash of civilisations" by projecting inclusiveness among civilisations, unity in diversity, and people-to-people exchanges. It is linked with another phrase that appears in the political discourse: "the community of common destiny", anchored on respect for the diversity of civilisations, dialogue, common values, and innovation.

In a way, it envisions human rights interaction based on cooperation rather than fragmentation. Of course, all this has to be tested in reality in a multilateral setting to assess the country's substantive respect for human rights, democracy, peace and sustainable development. There is a persistent need to ensure compliance with civil and political rights in concert with economic, social and cultural rights, as well as to broaden the spaces for a variety of stakeholders, including minorities and those who have viewpoints differing from the majority or the administration.

On the development of trade and commerce, while it is easy to focus on trade-related conflicts based on inter-state competition and rivalry as China began to grow as a magnum force in these relations, partly as a result of its membership in the World Trade Organization (WTO), the country has been supportive of key developments in building a rules-based trading system.

In 2022, it supported the finalisation of the Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies. Basically, this multilateral agreement seeks to regulate harmful fisheries and the subsidies behind them, especially where they are detrimental to the environment and are exploitative of the system; this is best exemplified by action needed against illegal, unreported and unlicensed fishing. It targets action against overfished stocks and has a notification system aiming for transparency, as well as a dispute settlement mechanism.

This year's more recent WTO-related Investment Facilitation for Development Agreement is a plurilateral agreement with some but not all members of the WTO joining, and China has been supportive of the development. It aims to reduce paperwork to facilitate investment, thus minimising transaction costs, and promotes cross-border cooperation, even though it does not deal with market access. Its facilitative approach does not delve into the sensitive area of investor-state dispute settlement (between states and foreign investors), and this has to be dealt with by other channels. Yet, the agreement enables countries to act in concert to simplify some of the barriers facing the globalisation of investment and opens the door for more assistance to developing countries.

The country has also been supportive of the WTO's dispute settlement mechanism as a whole, even though the appellate process of the latter has been blocked by divergences between international stakeholders. While the country has tried to maximise its access to outside markets as it moves rapidly to a green economy, with an impressive surge of electric vehicles for exports, some importing countries claiming oversupply are imposing tariffs to counter the influx. In that relationship, China still uses the WTO as a means of dispute resolution. Most recently, in the middle of 2024, there was a complaint against the European Union regarding the latter's action against subsidies concerning imported cars. A pervasive issue is thus transparency and fair play, closely linked with the role of state enterprises and related subsidies.

In sum, while there are difficulties along the development path, areas of confluence are welcome, particularly with the greater call for a green transition and the economy through peaceful processes with intergenerational implications.
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									Junk carbon offset addiction 'killing the planet'								

															

																Before This Is Why We Can't Have Nice Things was a Taylor Swift song, it was a punch line to a Paula Poundstone joke from the 1980s about how, as a kid, she once knocked a Flintstones glass off a table, making her mother say, "That's why we can't have nice things."
It's an evergreen line that apparently even applies to the world of carbon offsets, those absolutions that companies and people like Taylor Swift buy when they burn fossil fuels and contribute to the heating of the planet. A new study from Kyoto University suggests the notorious flaws of the carbon-credit market are partly the result of a handful of huge companies buying up the shakiest available products. If not for them, maybe there would be more demand for better offsets. Maybe we'd have nice things.

The top 20 players in the market between 2020 and 2023 -- a list of companies that includes Shell Plc, Delta Air Lines Inc and Chevron Corp -- bought mostly "low-quality, cheap offsets", according to the study. Specifically, 87% of their offsets "carry a high risk of not providing real and additional emissions reductions". It's the latest embarrassment for a once-burgeoning market that has begun to shrink under scrutiny and lawsuits. Last month, the Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi), a group that oversees corporate decarbonisation, said a review of third-party studies on carbon offsets found they were "mostly ineffective".

Most of the money spent by the top 20 companies in the market went to forestry and renewable-energy projects, according to the study. That doesn't sound so bad at first. Trees absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and store it in their branches. Renewable energy replaces fossil fuels. What's not to like?

For one thing, it is very difficult to figure out how much any particular forestry project truly affects the world's carbon budget. These projects often sell absolution on the basis that trees are not being cut down. But what if the trees weren't ever going to be cut down in the first place? Should you really get credit for a thing not happening? Or what if, as my Bloomberg Opinion colleague Matt Levine has discussed, the only way your forest looks as if it's measurably saving carbon is if a reference forest -- the Goofus to your Gallant -- chainsaws all of its trees? How much carbon was really saved in the process?

Another problem with trees as carbon-storage devices is that they are prone to catching on fire and releasing all of that carbon back into the atmosphere, along with toxic smoke that spreads for thousands of kilometres. The more the planet warms, the more vulnerable these trees are to wildfires. Southern Oregon's 2021 Bootleg Fire swept through a forest run by a timber company called Green Diamond, which sold carbon credits to Microsoft Corp. and others. It burned trees storing 3.3 million metric tonnes of carbon dioxide, according to Oregon Public Broadcasting, "equivalent to the greenhouse gases produced through the course of a year by more than 700,000 cars driving 11,500 miles [18,400km]."

Even if trees avoid wildfires, they might live a century or so at best before dying and releasing their carbon back into the air as they decay. The carbon produced by Shell's products or Taylor Swift's private jet will stay in the atmosphere for many hundreds of years longer than that.

As for renewable energy credits, again, good luck figuring out exactly how much one company's financial contribution to any one wind or solar farm affects the global carbon balance. And as the Kyoto study notes, the capital raised by carbon offsets isn't typically the deciding factor in whether clean-energy projects get built. Instead, they usually make sense when they can sell a bunch of electricity.

And now that the cost of building and maintaining clean energy is on par with, or cheaper than, the cost of dirty power plants, renewable projects are the norm, not the exception, around the world. As with the trees that were never going to be chopped down, why should someone get credit for solar power that would have been built anyway? Little wonder the Integrity Council for the Voluntary Carbon Market, an independent watchdog, recently found that 263 million renewable credits, nearly a third of the whole market, failed to meet reliability standards.

Another big issue with our 20 offset-market whales is that the credits they buy tend to be for projects that are too old to truly make any new contribution to solving the world's carbon problem. Three-quarters of their credits were from projects that began before 2016, which the study suggests is the loose industry maximum age for credibility. Meanwhile, most of the renewable-energy credits were tied to projects in countries that already had lots of clean energy, suggesting the companies weren't encouraging development that wouldn't have happened anyway.

Most companies in the study also bought the cheapest offsets, shunning pricier projects such as carbon removal. Forestry projects do have higher sticker prices than renewable energy, but there are tricks to finding bargains, the study points out, including buying in bulk.

And any offset is likely far cheaper than greening a company's business practices and supply chains. But that's what it will take to truly get the world on a path to zeroing out its carbon emissions to avoid catastrophic global heating. There may be room for carbon credits in a net-zero world. But today's self-regulated market isn't fit for this purpose. It encourages the proliferation of low-quality offsets that risk companies bathing their pollution in pleasing green. As my Bloomberg Opinion colleague Lara Williams has written, it also fosters ancillary evils, including sexual abuse and other human-rights violations.

Not long before its report finding offsets were mostly worthless, the SBTi also opened the door to letting companies use credits to abate their Scope 3 emissions, which include those of customers -- a potential boon to the fossil-fuel industry. A final decision is due next year. This could be disastrous if global efforts to reform and regulate the market don't hone it down to high-quality credits. Such a market could grow to US$1 trillion, Bloomberg NEF has estimated. This would be a nice thing, but only if we let ourselves have it. (c)2024 Bloomberg

Mark Gongloff is a 'Bloomberg Opinion' editor and columnist covering climate change. He previously worked for Fortune.com, the Huffington Post and the 'Wall Street Journal'.
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									Libya's unending crisis shows need to be prepared								

															

																Who remembers Libya? Who recalls how the US became embroiled in this civil war only then to quickly lose interest? But sadly Americans vividly remember Benghazi and the horrible loss of a US consulate, the death of a respected US diplomat, killing of three security personnel and the throwing of the American flag into the pyres of a failed policy.
Since the so-called Arab Spring of 2011, and now for more than a decade, the North African country of Libya has been engulfed in civil conflict of its own making but originally stirred and supported by the former Obama administration, Britain's prime minister David Cameron, and France's former president Nicolas Sarkozy.

For all the right reasons, Western countries and later Nato militarily intervened in the forsaken sand dunes of Libya to topple the brutal regime of Colonel Moammar Gaddafi. While Gaddafi had ruled Libya as a tyrant since 1969 and served as a patron saint to international terrorist groups, Libya's oil wealth and strategic location put the country off limits for any regime change actions beyond sharp rhetorical criticism.

But after Libya's involvement in the downing of Pan Am flight 103 over Scotland and the killing of 270 civilians just before Christmas 1988, Gaddafi reentered the cross hairs of global attention especially from the United States, Britain and Israel.

In early 2011, Gaddafi's regime was rocked by revolt from his own people by whom he was deposed and brutally murdered by Libyan militants in October 2011. Eight months of punishing Nato attacks in support of the Libyan opposition toppled his 42-year rule.

But the West's right reasons to overthrow Gaddafi turned to horribly wrong results which still haunt Libya to this day. The foreign destabilisation of a basically tribal society has unravelled into the current chaos.

During a recent Security Council meeting, Stephanie Koury, the UN's person on the ground in Tripoli told delegates, "Over the past two months, the situation in Libya has deteriorated quite rapidly in terms of political, economic and security stability."

She stressed, "Extremist organisations maintain access and a presence in Libya by leveraging their connections with local and transnational organised crime." Such groups are involved in both localised violence, coercion and human trafficking networks.

A report by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres underscores, "Libya remained a country of destination and transit for migrants and refugees. According to the International Organization for Migration, the number of migrants in Libya stood at 725,304 as of May 2024."

Migrants come across the Sahara from West African states and Sudan in a bid to cross the Mediterranean to enter Europe illegally.

Since the formal end of the civil war, Libya has been divided into two rival administrations; the enclave near the capital Tripoli hosts the government of National Unity, the UN-recognised entity which is also backed by Turkey. The larger eastern and southern regions remain largely run by the Benghazi based Government of National Stability of the maverick General Haftar. They are backed by Egypt and Russia. A small sector is controlled by Islamic State terrorists.

Mr Guterres warns, "Libya has become a ground for rivalry among regional and international actors motivated by geopolitical, political and economic interests, as well as competition extending beyond Libya. This development is a threat to sovereignty and stability of Libya."

US Deputy UN Ambassador Robert Wood stressed, "We echo the secretary-general's deep concern about the political stalemate and risk of further political division ... Rather, it is imperative the parties negotiate their differences in the interest of national unity."

As the UN's on-site representative Ms Koury stated, "The status quo is not sustainable. In the absence of renewed political talks leading to a unified government and elections, you see where this is heading, greater political, financial and security instability, entrenched political and territorial divisions, and greater domestic and regional instability."

Americans rightly remember the Benghazi debacle during the conflict. Here well-armed Islamic militants attacked the US consulate in Benghazi, on the night of Sept 11, 2012. Ansar al-Sharia, an Islamic jihadi faction, fought a pitched battle with special forces defenders. Yet, despite the ominous date of Sept 11, an American diplomatic post in vulnerable North Africa did not receive requested upgraded security from Hillary Clinton's State Department.

The killing of ambassador Chris Stevens and three other Americans at the consulate remains shadowed in mystery but stands as a grim testament to security unpreparedness mired in coverups.



John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues.
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									Keeping politics in the family								
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																Politics is increasingly returning to being a family business in Southeast Asia, despite its large and vibrant democracies. It's a worrying trend. Power is at risk of being concentrated in the hands of an exclusive club of entrenched clans. That will disproportionately disadvantage the region's dynamic youth who are getting more frustrated with nepotism.
While Southeast Asia is not an isolated case -- political dynasties are prevalent in the West (think Bushes and Trudeaus, among others) -- the difference is just how many of the familiar names are making a comeback, since unrest and financial crisis in recent decades upended the Old Order in many places.

Take the Philippines, where clans have controlled money and wielded influence dating back to colonial times. Their privilege allowed them to buy land in the post-independence era, after Manila broke free of US colonial rule in 1946. This enriched and propelled them further up the economic ladder. Wealth proved useful in their attempts to succeed in politics.

Six of the country's last nine presidents have belonged to the Macapagal, Marcos and Aquino families. The current president, Ferdinand "Bongbong" Marcos Jr, is the son of the former autocrat Ferdinand Marcos. During a reporting trip to Manila for the 2022 election, I was struck by the number of ordinary Filipinos who had conveniently forgotten the corruption and avarice of his regime, toppled amid street protests in 1986 after two decades in power. Instead, they chose to believe in a social media narrative that the younger Mr Marcos would bring back a perceived golden era of prosperity and stability.

Tapping into family lore helps with this generation's allure for voters. The child of a formidable political force has been elevated in Thailand, too. The former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra's 38-year-old daughter, Paetongtarn, was appointed earlier this month to his old job (which he lost in a coup in 2006). Her aunt and Thaksin's sister, Yingluck, previously served in the role before being removed by the Constitutional Court in 2014.

Political dynasties aren't just confined to raucous democratic systems like the Philippines. In Cambodia, it has been a year since strongman Hun Sen handed over power to his son, Hun Manet, after almost four decades as leader. (For all intents and purposes, he is still running things behind the scenes as president of the ruling Cambodian People's Party and a lawmaker.)

And then there's Indonesia, Southeast Asia's largest country and economy. Last week, widespread protests suspended parliamentary moves to potentially grant the outgoing president's son an easier path to political power. The sprawling archipelago had until recently been held up as a model for democracy in a region where corruption and nepotism -- which never really went away -- seem to be making an increasingly brazen comeback.

When Joko Widodo was first elected in 2014, he was viewed as a breath of fresh air. With a humble demeanour and origins as a furniture maker from a provincial city, he came from outside the usual ranks of generals and elites that have run the country.

But Mr Widodo has used his second term to ensure that his legacy lasts beyond his departure from office in two months. "Jokowi [as he is popularly known] has built a coalition with so many parties in parliament that he is getting to the point where he cannot be challenged, because of the power base he has created," Elisabeth Kramer, a senior lecturer in the School of Social Sciences at the University of New South Wales, told me. "This allows him, and by extension his family, to protect their privilege and exclusivity, to ensure that only a certain club of people actually run for election and win."

Indonesians are used to strong leaders with dynastic ambitions. The archetype was Suharto, whose 32-year dictatorship ended amid violent protests during the Asian Financial Crisis in 1998. Among grievances was how the former general turned a blind eye to the growing greed of his children, and how they used their position as his progeny to exploit the resource-rich nation's economy, at the expense of ordinary people struggling to make ends meet. Some Indonesians see parallels. A popular news magazine recreated a cover from the Suharto era, only this time with Mr Widodo's face on it -- calling him "Raja Jawa" -- the King of Java. The not-so-subtle insinuation is that Mr Widodo and his family are out of touch with everyday Indonesians, living a lavish lifestyle. This is a far cry from the man-of-the-people image he so carefully cultivated when he was first elected.

For now, at least, Indonesian protesters have managed to keep their democracy safe. The outgoing president and others in Southeast Asia with dynastic ambitions would be wise to look at Sheikh Hasina. The daughter of Bangladesh's founding father was forced to make a hasty and humiliating exit earlier this month, after 20 years of on-and-off rule that became increasingly autocratic, and dismissive of human rights. In the past, kings and queens would fight wars to ensure their children would inherit the throne. But they were not elected leaders, and their subjects had no choice but to put up with them. That is not the case in democracies today. Eventually, the people will make sure their voices are heard. Leaders would be wise to leave their families where they belong: At home. (c)2024 Bloomberg

Karishma Vaswani is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering Asia politics with a special focus on China.
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									Why I yelled at the TV during Harris's speech								

															

																When you find yourself shouting at the TV, you know it's time to take a break. I reached that point last week, watching Kamala Harris's acceptance speech at the Democratic National Convention, and what I yelled at the screen was, "The enemy is us!"
She had got to the foreign policy sound-bite and was talking about the "enduring struggle between democracy and tyranny" and Donald Trump's desire to cosy up to "tyrants and dictators". That's when I lost it. I'm not denying that such a struggle exists, but we're looking at it through the wrong lens. The democracies are generally less wicked than the tyrannies, but the real struggle is far older than most people realise.

Human beings are primates, and our original social structure was almost certainly like that of our close evolutionary relatives like chimpanzees. Our ancestors would have lived in small groups of 30 to 100 individuals, each ruled over by a violent, despotic "monkey-king".

There would have been a constant struggle between the adult males to seize the top spot, complete with alliances and betrayals, but nothing ever really changed. "Meet the new boss. Same as the old boss", as Pete Townshend put it.

But our distant ancestors broke that ancient pattern. They were more intelligent than other primates, and they could see that the perpetual struggle for power wasn't worth it. Any individual's chance of winning the top job was very small, and the fate of the rest was to be bullied and beaten all their lives.

They also had language, so they could imagine a better kind of future in detail, and they could plot and make alliances to create that future. At some point in our very distant past, there was a revolution.

Maybe it happened spontaneously in a thousand different bands, or maybe it only happened once and then the example spread like wildfire, but most of the adult males banded together, overthrew the reigning boss -- and adopted a new rule, rigorously enforced, of absolute equality.

How do we know this? Because that was the rule in every single hunter-gatherer group that the anthropologists encountered in the middle decades of the last century when the first generation of anthropologists studied the social structure of the last generation of hunter-gatherers who had had no contact with mass societies.

They were so strenuously egalitarian that they would "cut down the tall poppies": men giving themselves airs or claiming privileges would be first mocked, then ostracised if necessary, and in extreme cases driven out of the band or killed.

There were charismatic individuals who could persuade others to their point of view, and great warriors who would be given temporary leadership roles in the chronic inter-band warfare, but the worst social crime was for one man to give an order to another.

Women's positions varied from one hunter-gatherer culture to another but were certainly better than in the mass societies that eventually destroyed them. And it all lasted long enough -- at least tens of thousands of years -- to make equality and freedom default human values.

So what went wrong? Mass civilisation happened.

Societies of millions of people were far richer and more powerful than tiny hunter-gatherer bands, but it was impossible to run them by discussion and debate among equals. The new, crop-growing mass societies had to be tyrannies, and they were so numerous and powerful that they drove the old, egalitarian values underground.

However, those values never actually died. Rebellions were constant but always crushed. Ten thousand years of tyranny and oppression -- and then early mass communications (just literacy, books and pamphlets) finally made it possible for large numbers of people to make decisions together as equals.

That opened the door to the American Revolution in 1776, the French Revolution in 1789, and two more centuries of struggle to recover our old egalitarian values and rights. About a third of the world's people now live in countries where everybody really has equal rights before the law, and the other two-thirds live in countries that pretend to be like that.

So why did I yell "The enemy is us"? It comes from a long-dead American newspaper comic strip called Pogo, in which the main character, a humble opossum, deliberately misquoted an American military hero of the War of 1812 who once famously declared his victory by saying: "We have met the enemy and they are ours." No, said Pogo. It should be "We have met the enemy, and he is us." It is two contradictory human heritages at war, and the right one is winning. Understand the context, and the world will start to make sense.
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									Time to overhaul outdated fine system								
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																If you think our legal system is fair by imposing the same penalty on everyone for the same offence, think again.
Take the system of fines. Imposing the same fines on both the rich and the poor for the same violation hurts the poor while leaving the rich virtually unaffected.

To ensure fairness, this outdated system needs urgent reform.

Why focus on the fine system? Because the law mandates that courts use fines for less serious offences. Therefore, fines are the main penalty used by lower courts across the country, affecting the majority of people.

Between 2018 and 2022, the courts used fines in their verdicts far more often than imprisonment and detention, excluding suspended sentences, according to the Office of the Judiciary.

Thailand's rigid fine system uses fixed fines for the same offence for everyone. For example, a particular crime may specify a fixed fine between 500 to 15,000 baht. Imagine the difference a street vendor and a millionaire face when ordered to pay a 10,000-baht fine.

This fixed fine system, which specifies the exact amounts for a violation, creates two problems: unfair penalties and outdated fines that cannot keep up with economic changes.

Firstly, unfair penalties. While imposing the same fine on everyone may seem fair, it definitely is not. Disregarding the country's gross economic disparity, this system does not consider the economic status, income, or financial burden that affects low-income offenders more than the well-off.

Since those with money are not affected by the fines, they may continue to break the law because they are not afraid of the punishment.

Meanwhile, low-income offenders may have to choose imprisonment over paying the fines because they do not have the means to, reflecting disparity and social inequality in Thai society.

The Ministry of Justice and the Office of the Judiciary introduced measures like EM bracelets with bail or instalment payments for fines to address this concern. True, they might help reduce the number of people in jail, but they do not address the problem of disparity and unfair penalties.

Secondly, outdated fines that are out of touch with the present time. Since the fines were set long ago, they have become too low due to inflation over time.

Believe it or not, a study by the Thailand Development Research Institute shows that there are 420 laws that are still enforcing fines set as far back as 1859. One of them is the 1902 Clean Canal Act, which set the fine for littering in canals at just 20 baht.

However, setting the new rate of fines requires new legislation, which can become outdated by the time it is enacted.

To ensure fair and effective fines, Thailand can learn from the initiatives of other countries.

One solution is to eliminate fixed fines and replace them with fines per day that vary with the severity of the offence, the offender's economic status, and their daily income to calculate appropriate fines.

The formula of the day-fine system is: fine = number of offence units (fine days) x the offender's net daily income.

For example, running a red light is punishable by a fine of up to 4,000 baht without a jail term. Since it is not a severe offence, the fine may be calculated as five fine days x 1,000 baht net daily income, resulting in a 5,000-baht fine.

Different countries, however, have different systems for calculating variable fines according to their specific contexts.

For example, Germany uses two main factors to calculate daily fines: the number of fine days and the offender's personal and financial circumstances, including occupation, income, and living conditions. This data, gathered through police investigations, is used to determine the offender's net daily income.

In Finland, the police and prosecutors initially set fines for offenders. If these fines are not paid, the court decides whether to impose a new fine or a jail term. The penalty is based on the offender's net daily income and information from their latest tax return, which can be accessed by the court and state authorities.

Meanwhile, several states in the United States have begun using the variable fine system before and after court procedures. For low-income offenders, the unemployed, and other vulnerable groups, the court may consider using the income of their spouses or carers to calculate their net daily income.

Several changes will be necessary for Thailand to adopt variable fines for a fair and effective system.

Most importantly, new legislation is needed to create a variable fine system, requiring other laws to change their penalties accordingly. This new law should also set rules and criteria on how it works.

First, it must determine which offences should be covered by the variable fine system. Our stance is that it should apply to all offences with fine penalties. In the initial stage, it should start with minor offences, traffic violations, and environmental and economic crimes.

Second, it should establish the rules for calculating the number of offence units or fine days. Our stance is that the fine days should be based on the severity of the offence comparable to the jail sentence. For example, if the jail term is more than one year, the number of fine days may be set at 360 days for each year of the verdict. If the verdict for a lesser offence is only one month, then the fine penalty may be calculated as 30 fine days.

Third, the law should establish criteria for using the offender's economic status in calculating the number of fine days. It should also specify the factors that can reduce fines, such as income level, tax burden, and living expenses. These factors reflect the offender's real net income and help determine proportional fines.

Apart from drafting the new law to institutionalise the fine-per-day system, the government needs to create implementation guidelines for relevant agencies, such as the police, prosecutors, judges, and officials in political administration, to collaborate on the procedures. Officials from the Revenue Department and social security agencies may also take part in determining the net income of the offenders. These proposals are part of what the government, political entities, and state agencies need to prepare to implement a fair and efficient variable fine system.

By updating the fine system to reflect economic and social realities, Thailand can move one step closer to a more just and equitable legal system. It is time for change.



Khemmapat Trisadikoon is a senior researcher at TDRI, and Chattrika Napatanapong is a lecturer at the School of Law at the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce. Note: A full TDRI report in Thai on 'Reforming the Fine System in Thai Law for Effective Punishment and Social Justice' is available at https://tdri.or.th/2024/07/wb213
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2855033/time-to-overhaul-outdated-fine-system



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Overdue trial for Tak Bai								
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																The decision by Narathiwat Provincial Court to hear a lawsuit against seven high-ranking officials accused of murdering protesters in the Tak Bai incident two decades ago is a milestone for efforts to eradicate the culture of impunity in Thai society.
It is the first time that relatives of victims affected by the state security operation have sued high-ranking officials allegedly responsible for what occurred. By Sept 12, seven defendants including Gen Pisan Wattanawongkiri, then a lieutenant general commanding the Fourth Army Region and now a Pheu Thai list-MP; Pol Lt-Gen Wongkot Maneerin, then assistant national police chief, and Siva Saengmanee, then deputy director of the Southern Border Provinces Peace-building Command (SBPPC) will be arraigned in court, or facing arrest warrants if they do not show up.

Now retirees, these defendants were the top commanders issuing orders in response to 1,500 protesters demanding the police release of six local Muslims at Tak Bai Police Station in Narathiwat on Oct 25, 2004.

The resulting ham-fisted security operation led to the deaths of 78 arrested protesters who suffocated while being transported to barracks 150km away. They were piled up as many as five layers deep for the journey, which took several hours.

Seven other protesters had earlier been shot dead by security personnel.

But no state officials have been held responsible.

The government at the time launched a probe, but the police investigation into the crowd dispersal concluded that those responsible for the seven deaths could not be identified. Prosecutors then decided not to pursue the case.

Relatives of victims received financial compensation of 7.5 million baht for each case in June 2012.

Meanwhile, the Tak Bai incident has become a symbol for this troubled region and turned the government into the enemy of the local people, playing into the hands of the separatist movement.

The armed forces have more recently been trying to win people's hearts. Yet locals' distrust of officials runs deep, making the government's plan to restore peace to the deep South much harder.

For society, the impunity in the Tak Bai case can be seen as a green light for security officials to continue these heavy-handed operations.

Security officials in Thailand have been known to use force in cracking down on protesters, with examples being two bloody crackdowns against student protests in October 1973 and 1976, May 1992 and the crackdown against red-shirt protesters in May 2010. Without a culture of accountability, such tragedies are likely to continue.

It must be noted that Narathiwat Pronvicial Court's decision to hear the case comes just before the 20-year of statute of limitation ends on Oct 24.

Lest we forget, the Tak Bai incident took place during Thaksin Shinawatra's government led by his Thai Rak Thai Party and when Gen Prawit Wongsuwon was the army chief. That said, the current government led by his daughter has the opportunity to do better by ensuring the trial is transparent.

The fact that the court is hearing this case should caution security officials to revise their security operations and act within the law.

What happened at Tak Bai has haunted society and affected communities for over two decades. Jurists can write the end of this tragic story. We only hope that the ending will be a just one.
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									In the modern era, who holds the right to truth?								

															

																Hardly a week goes by without a new piece of misinformation circulating online, from the freshet of conspiracy theories unleashed by the attempt on former US president Donald Trump's life to Elon Musk tweeting the far right's false claim that the United Kingdom has a two-tier policing policy. Truth is under attack, and people know it. According to a recent global survey conducted by the United Nations, more than 85% of respondents were worried about the impact of online disinformation.
The world is awash in lies and distortion largely because of the rise of social media and digital platforms. Designed to profit by maximising audience engagement, these platforms' algorithms amplify information that attracts attention, regardless of its veracity. Moreover, negativity has been found to boost engagement, with one study showing that each additional negative word in a headline increased the click-through rate by 2.3%.

But another reason for our failure to combat disinformation is that the liberal tradition has prioritised freedom of expression over the right to truth. Any restrictions on free speech in the democratic world, the argument goes, would be used by dictators to justify censorship or worse.

The West's approach to speech assumes that free and fair competition in the "marketplace of ideas" will ensure that truth triumphs over lies. But we now know that this is wrong. Something similar to Gresham's Law, which says that bad money drives good money out of circulation, can be applied to information: "flooding the zone with sh*t", as Mr Trump's former chief strategist Steve Bannon put it, fuels distrust and makes it harder to distinguish fact from falsehood.

Some believe that truth is now fragmented beyond repair. But many countries have strengthened institutions that are designed to seek the best available truths, and on which societies and economies often depend. Finance laws penalise falsehood and deception in accounts and public statements. Courts use sophisticated forensic tools such as DNA to make better judgements. And modern science mobilises critical peers to interrogate claims.

We now need to build on these foundations to ensure that every powerful institution provides the best available knowledge. At the heart of such an effort would be a new right to truth, which could rest upon long-established principles like the golden rule and the categorical imperative. Found in almost every civilisation, the idea of treating others as one would want to be treated by them can serve as a foundation for rebuilding the infrastructure of truth.

The first place to start is with the law. Many governments in Europe and elsewhere have strong consumer protection laws that prohibit misleading and false claims in advertising and marketing. The same principle should be applied to all political communications -- a move that Australia is contemplating alongside a raft of other measures to bolster democratic resilience -- and eventually to any type of mass communication. Knowingly spreading lies should have consequences -- primarily financial, but perhaps including bans from holding public office or working in media.

The justice system has occasionally been used to penalise media organisations for spreading misinformation. For example, Dominion Voting Systems' defamation case against Fox News for airing conspiracies about its voting machines "rigging" the 2020 US presidential election against Mr Trump resulted in a settlement of nearly US$800 million (about 27.3 billion baht). But much more can be done to open pathways for legal recourse against blatantly dishonest news outlets and political figures through new laws that proscribe intentional distribution of lies.

Second, independent institutions that are committed to truth must be strengthened. These already exist in science, finance, health, and safety. In media, nonprofit news outlets and public-service broadcasting fill this role. The key to these institutions' success is their insulation from political and market pressures.

Third, regulation could force powerful information providers to become purveyors of truth. In July, the European Commission released its preliminary finding that Mr Musk's X deceives users by letting anyone pay for a verified account, and was therefore in breach of the Digital Services Act. As a result, X could face fines of up to 6% of global revenue. Meanwhile, Germany's Network Enforcement Act, passed in 2017, requires platforms with more than two million users to remove "clearly illegal" content.

Fourth, independent electoral commissions need powers to fact-check and correct false claims and block the most damaging misinformation or deepfakes in the run-up to elections, when truth is most vulnerable, the risk of interference is greatest, and the stakes for democracy are highest.

Fifth, the next generation must be better equipped to distinguish truth from lies. Schools should prepare young people to spot falsehoods of all kinds. Finland and Denmark are leading the way by incorporating lessons on disinformation into curricula.

Lastly, tech pioneers such as Factiverse, Fullfact in the UK, Myth Detector in Georgia, and Norway's Faktisk Verifiserbar are developing new tools combining artificial and collective intelligence to spot and assess misinformation. These and other initiatives should be encouraged and supported.

To ensure success, the right to truth -- in other words, the right not to be lied to or knowingly misled by powerful and influential organisations -- should be added as a protocol to the European Convention on Human Rights and should balance the US Constitution's guarantee of free speech. There would need to be a high bar for invoking this right, to account for differences of opinion and interpretation. And it should be enforced by courts, not by governments or "Ministries of Truth".

All other civil liberties implicitly rely on some right to truth. For example, a right to a fair trial by jury has little meaning unless judges ensure that juries have the best possible information. More broadly, truth is dependent on a never-ending process of discovery bolstered by laws and institutions.

Mr Musk and others fervently believe that freedom of speech is an absolute good and that the right to lie should outweigh any right to truth. Their view is understandable and has honourable roots. But it has become increasingly dangerous and ill-suited to the times.

The seventeenth-century French mathematician Blaise Pascal wrote, "Truth is so obscure in these times, and falsehood so established, that unless we love the truth, we cannot know it." Today, we should demonstrate that love by making it a right and putting it at the heart of our laws and constitutions. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Geoff Mulgan, a professor at University College London, is the author of 'When Science Meets Power' (Polity, 2024).
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									Time to walk the talk								
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																The government's inadequate response to the collapse of the high-speed railway tunnel in Nakhon Ratchasima demonstrates its bizarre insistence on following the same playbook, which has been proven to be unlikely to improve safety management at the nation's construction sites.
In response to the accident, which saw three workers trapped in the eight-kilometre-long tunnel, caretaker Transport Minister Suriya Jungrungreangkit ordered a "fresh probe" to determine how and why the tunnel caved in.

He also revisited the idea of a "scorecard" that would track the progress and safety records of companies working on public infrastructure projects.

The scores, he said, would determine the contractors' eligibility to participate in bidding for similar projects in the future.

That was not the first time Mr Suriya had mentioned the scorecard. On Jan 30, he ordered the Mass Rapid Transit Authority of Thailand (MRTA) to create a "log" to monitor the safety record of contractors working on public transport projects after a series of safety-related incidents were reported on the Yellow Line monorail.

On Feb 27, he ordered the Department of Highways to develop a scorecard to record the overall progress and accidents involving roadworks along Rama II Road, after another accident on this notorious highway.

To be fair, Mr Suriya isn't the only official choosing to stick with this well-rehearsed script. It has become customary for cabinet ministers or provincial governors to order a "fresh probe" immediately after a serious accident that has attracted public attention.

These officials would then promise to put the name of the contractor into a database that will affect their chances of participating in state projects.

While the idea deserves praise, the execution is definitely lacking.

The public has yet to see contractors banned from taking part in government infrastructure projects over poor safety records. In fact, such records are often overlooked in favour of other factors, such as price, practicality and past projects.

When an accident occurs, local authorities, or the relevant agencies or ministries, tend to deal with private contractors directly. As such, while these agencies do invite academics and accredited professionals to take part in their investigation and/or audits, these probes rarely result in safety improvements across the industry.

Over the past several years, safety experts and consumer groups have urged the government to form independent committees to carry out safety audits and promote safety regulations in the civil construction sector.

In March this year, the Thailand Consumers Council (TCC) publicly asked lawmakers to form a national committee to audit public infrastructure and construction projects. This national committee will be funded by taxpayers' money and operate like the National Human Rights Commission. These independent experts will carry out investigations transparently, as opposed to conducting a "probe" behind closed doors.

In addition, the TCC urged the government to establish a national workplace safety to enable much quicker compensation payments to injured workers.

Needless to say, calls for such a committee have fallen on deaf ears. It is hoped the new cabinet under Paetongtarn Shinawatra will have the courage to turn the idea into action.
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        New movies out this week: Aug 29-Sept 4
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.&nbsp;

      

      
        Thai delegate wins big at Mr Gay World
        Poosit Changkaewmanee, winner of Mr Gay World Thailand 2024, was recently crowned the second runner-up at Mr Gay World 2024. Now in its 16th edition, the event was held last week at the Alnwick Garden in the United Kingdom.

      

      
        From Baroque to Classical, enjoy an evening of music across time
        L'Odyss&eacute;e Trio, a talented and dynamic musical ensemble, presents the "Bach Illuminations" concert at Sala Sudasiri Sobha, Lat Phrao 41 yaek 7-2, this Sunday at 4pm.

      

      
        Guanyin Bodhisattva  masterpieces loom large in Saraburi exhibition
        Large magnificent paintings of Guanyin Bodhisattva by a distinguished Chinese legacy artist will be exhibited during "The Profound Beauty Art Exhibition" at Manasikarn Hall in Kaeng Khoi district of Saraburi province, from this Sunday until Oct 14.

      

      
        Weaving trash into art
        During the Covid-19 lockdown, Jarupatcha Achavasmit, a lecturer at the School of Architecture, Art, and Design at King Mongkut Institute of Technology Ladkrabang, spent her time in Hua Hin. While walking along the beaches, she noticed that the waves were washing up trash. She assumed that it was the way the sea returned unwanted items to humans. She felt sorry for the sea and decided to help it...

      

      
        Explore Thailand using NFTs on the Amazing Hunt app
        While exploring the country, holidaymakers can now enjoy a fresh and entertaining experience by pretending to be treasure hunters and completing quests. Recently, the Tourism Authority of Thailand in collaboration with Thai NFT artists and Bored Town launched the Amazing Hunt NFT Travel Guide, which allows users to collect NFTs that can be exchanged for discounts and vouchers on travel-related...

      

      
        Thai AirAsia X relaunches Sydney route
        Gearing up for the end-of-year holiday season, Thai AirAsia X will resume its popular Bangkok to Sydney route from Dec 1. Six flights a week will be operated, with two on Friday and one each day on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.
&nbsp;

      

      
        Sightseeing in Songkhla
        Even though it was a gloomy day, we could still clearly see Songkhla's landscape from where we stood atop the ancient Fort No.9. Constructed out of stone to accommodate cannons, it is located on a plain that connects the foothill of Khao Noi and the southwestern town corner.

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 28-Sept 3
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!

      

      
        Expressing creative solidarity
        Being held in Chiang Mai from Sept 11-29, the Limbo Festival is being organised by the Limbo Collective, an ad-hoc collective of Thai and Myanmar artists, chefs, curators, designers, researchers and scholars.
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									New movies out this week: Aug 29-Sept 4

									"Strange Darling" marks Giovanni Ribisi's debut as a feature film cinematographer
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
								[image: ]

The Floor Plan

Directed by Junichi Ishikawa.

Who's in it?

Shotaro Mamiya, Jiro Sato, Kentaro Ushios, Uketsu and Rina Kawaei.

What's it about?

Amemiya is a Youtuber specialised in the occult. When his manager brings him the floor plan of a house, he notices that the house has rooms that suggest something very strange has happened there or that someone was hidden there. Who? Why?

Why watch it?

A Japanese horror movie with shades of "Ju-On" and "The Ring".
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Strange Darling

Directed by JT Mollner.

Who's in it?

Willa Fitzgerald, Kyle Gallner and Barbara Hershey.

What's it about?

Nothing is what it seems when a twisted one-night stand spirals into a serial killer's vicious murder spree.

Why watch it?

Primarily known for his acting roles, this film marks Giovanni Ribisi's debut as a feature film cinematographer.
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Talchul: Project Silence (Project Silence)

Directed by Kim Tae-gon.

Who's in it? 

Lee Sun-kyun, Ju Ji-hoon and Kim Hee-won.

What's it about? 

"Silence" takes place when an accident occurs on a foggy bridge and, as a result, an unknown beast is unleashed.

Why watch it?

The film screening was put on hold due to the illegal drug scandal of the lead actor Sun-kyun in October 2023 before his suicide in December 2023.
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Eiga Crayon Shin-chan Ora-tachi no Kyoryu Nikki (Eiga Crayon Shin-chan: Ora's Dinosaur Diary) 

Directed by Shinobu Sasaki.

Who's in it?

The voices of Yumiko Kobayashi, Miki Narahashi and Toshiyuki Morikawa.

What's it about? 

Follow the friendship between the Nobara family's pet dog Shiro and a "small dinosaur". Their connection helps the growth of Shinnosuke and the Kusakabe Defense Squad.

Why watch it?

A spin-off from "Shinchan" (1992).



[image: ]

Exit

Directed by William Aherne.

Who's in it? 

Vachiravit Paisarnkulwong, Ngoc Lan Vy, Supakchaya Sukbaiyen and Worranit Thawornwong.

What's it about?

A group of students goes to a mysterious carnival. From having fun, it turns into a night of torture when suddenly everyone at the party disappears. The carnival that used to have only laughter turns into a place to play the cruellest survival game. In a game that cruelly plays with their minds, a game where life is at stake. This night will change their lives forever.

Why watch it?

They say that every problem has a "solution". Is it true or just beautiful words to comfort the heart in a cruel world?



Premiering on Aug 31

[image: ]

Dandadan

Directed by Fuga Yamashiro.

Who's in it?

The voices of Shion Wakayama, Natsuki Hanae and Mayumi Tanaka.

What's it about?

A ghost-believing girl and an alien-believing boy are thrown into a wild adventure following a supernatural encounter that confirms the existence of both ghosts and aliens.

Why watch it?

Based on a paranormal mystery battle and romantic comedy manga written and illustrated by Yukinobu Tatsu. The cinematic release will feature exclusive interviews with manga's author and editor, Shihei Lin. The anime's director and voice actors will also be interviewed. Episodes 1-3 are being screened while the regular TV broadcast begins in October.
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									Thai delegate wins big at Mr Gay World

									
								

								Poosit Changkaewmanee, winner of Mr Gay World Thailand 2024, was recently crowned the second runner-up at Mr Gay World 2024. Now in its 16th edition, the event was held last week at the Alnwick Garden in the United Kingdom.
								At Mr Gay World 2024, there were 11 delegates from 11 countries who were selected at their local stages, including from Chile, Germany, Great Britain, India, Italy, the Philippines, Poland, South Africa, Switzerland and Thailand.

This year, Poosit represented Thailand on the global stage after winning the national competition in June.

He also won the Best Social Campaign Award for Open Doors -- a social initiative that advocates for LGBTI-inclusive employment practices and workplaces, inspired by his own experiences.

This is the first time that Thailand has made it into the top three and received the Best Social Campaign award after having nominated Thai representatives to compete on the global stage for the past six years.

Mr Gay World is a pageant that aims to find a representative of the global gay community to campaign for LGBTI inclusivity.

The nomination process begins with the local Mr Gay World competitions in each country that select the delegates who then compete in the final round on the global stage.

Both the local and international stages of the competition share similarities. In addition to beauty segments such as swimsuit, formal wear and sportswear, the delegates undergo interviews to test their mindsets, a written exam on current affairs and LGBTI issues, and a showcase of their social campaigns which aim to advocate for the LGBTI community. The social campaign segment is particularly significant, accounting for around 25% of the total score.
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									From Baroque to Classical, enjoy an evening of music across time

									
								

								L'Odyssee Trio, a talented and dynamic musical ensemble, presents the "Bach Illuminations" concert at Sala Sudasiri Sobha, Lat Phrao 41 yaek 7-2, this Sunday at 4pm.
								Comprising Thanida Iamsirikulmitr (flute), Nutthan Surinpaeng (cello) and Kant Lormsomboon (piano), they will showcase the differences and evolution of music from the Baroque period of Johann Sebastian Bach to the Classical period of Johann Christian Bach, highlighting the transformation and enduring power of music across time.

The repertoire ranges from classical works by the sons and contemporaries of J.S. Bach to Richard Meyer's arrangements of Thai folk songs.

Composed in the late 18th century by J.C. Bach, Piano Trio In D Major embodies classical elegance and invites listeners into a world of refined beauty and musical conversation; while Wilhelm Friedemann Bach's Flute Sonata In E Minor is the typical example of his highly individual style, distinguished by close motivic dovetailing of melody and bass lines.

J.S. Bach's Viola Da Gamba Sonata In G Major which opens the set was adapted from the previously written Trio Sonata For Two Flutes And Basso Continuo. Also featured is Flute Sonata In E Minor by C.P.E. Bach whose works are known for the unpredictability and expressive qualities, which were a departure from his father's style.

The evening programme will conclude with Fantasia On A Theme From Thailand by Richard Meyer (arranged by Nutthan Surinpaeng). This captivating work is a set of variations on the Pong Lang Dance, one of Thailand's most popular melodies.

Tickets cost 500, 1,000, 1,800 and 2,500 baht and can be purchased from salasudasirisobha.com.

Call 063-358-4005.
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									Guanyin Bodhisattva  masterpieces loom large in Saraburi exhibition

									
								

								Large magnificent paintings of Guanyin Bodhisattva by a distinguished Chinese legacy artist will be exhibited during "The Profound Beauty Art Exhibition" at Manasikarn Hall in Kaeng Khoi district of Saraburi province, from this Sunday until Oct 14.
								Organised by the Tourism Authority of Thailand in collaboration with Mahidol University, this is the first chance for people in Thailand to witness the exquisite fine art of Guanyin Bodhisattva paintings amid stunning mountains.

They are uniquely crafted by master Wang Changli, whose celebrated works are housed in the Forbidden City, or the Palace Museum, in Beijing. He is recognised for his contributions to traditional Chinese art while also incorporating personal innovation.

The masterpieces, some of them towering up to 4m, blend Western and Eastern techniques to render significant meaning and sacredness according to ancient Chinese beliefs, promising an unforgettable experience. On display will be a total of six paintings, worth over 1 billion baht.

Manasikarn Hall is a cultural tourism site renowned for perfectly blending with Buddhism. It has been voted as the Top Unseen Attraction in Saraburi. Visitors can also explore "Journey To The Life Of Buddha", a multimedia representation of the path of the Buddha, at the hall.

Manasikarn Hall is open Tuesday to Friday from 10am to 5pm and 9.30am to 6pm on weekends.

Tickets cost 250 baht (half price for children under 12 years and seniors from 60 years; 500 baht for foreign visitors) and can be purchased from megatix.in.th. There is no admission fee for monks and novices.

Visit manasikarn.com or call 095-760-0885.
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									Weaving trash into art

									Installations at The Peninsula Bangkok express the power of recycling
								

								During the Covid-19 lockdown, Jarupatcha Achavasmit, a lecturer at the School of Architecture, Art, and Design at King Mongkut Institute of Technology Ladkrabang, spent her time in Hua Hin. While walking along the beaches, she noticed that the waves were washing up trash. She assumed that it was the way the sea returned unwanted items to humans. She felt sorry for the sea and decided to help it by turning the trash it spat back at humans into art pieces.
								"After those days at the beach, I decided to create art for the environment. Since I can transform various materials into art, I would transform waste into artworks. This gives the waste a chance to be beautiful and valuable. I love creating art, and I believe this is my way of contributing to the world," said Jarupatcha.

In collaboration with The Peninsula Bangkok and UOB Thailand, Jarupatcha presents her latest art exhibition, "Sanctuary Within", which blends her artistic talent and environmental consciousness through the medium of recycled materials. "Sanctuary Within" is a result of Jarupatcha's three-month residency at The Peninsula Bangkok where discarded items from the hotel were transformed into exceptional art pieces.

"When I was invited to participate in the Art in Resonance programme at The Peninsula Bangkok, I immediately agreed because I realised that working with organisations can have a huge impact since they involve many people, including employees, guests and business stakeholders," explained Jarupatcha.

"Sanctuary Within" features three installations, Floating Forest, Cotton Field and Paper Sky, on display in the main lobby area. These installations were created from four types of recycled materials gathered from the hotel: aluminium containers, Egyptian cotton bed linen, office paper and food waste.

[image: Floating Forest was woven using over 12,000 recycled toiletry containers.]
Floating Forest was woven using over 12,000 recycled toiletry containers.



Floating Forest appears as glittering, silvery ginkgo leaves. These floating sculptures were woven from over 12,000 recycled toiletry containers. Aluminium was the first material that inspired Jarupatcha to create the exhibition.

"Instead of using plastic amenity containers, The Peninsula Bangkok uses aluminium because it can be completely recycled. About 1,200 amenity containers are used in a week. During the New Year holidays, I spent a lot of time figuring how to transform containers into artwork," explained Jarupatcha.

"After cleaning a container, I flattened it and cut it into zig zag strips. As a textile artist, I recognised its potential for weaving. I named this art piece Floating Forest because I believe forests can grow anywhere and I grew mine in the hotel."

Situated above the entrance, Cotton Field is a colourful woven fabric installation made from Egyptian cotton bed linen. All used bed linen was dyed with natural colours made from flowers, leftover fruits and vegetables. The final piece, Paper Sky, was created from 100kg of used office paper. The paper was shredded and recycled into new paper, incorporating 50% bamboo fibres. The new paper was woven and coloured with natural dyes from food.

[image: Floating Forest at 'Sanctuary Within'. The Peninsula Bangkok]
Floating Forest at 'Sanctuary Within'. 



"To extract pigments from fruits and vegetables, different methods are used depending on the materials. For butterfly pea, simply soak the material in plain water for one to two nights. The resulting colour from butterfly pea is purple," said Jarupatcha.

"Other fruits and vegetables should be boiled to extract pigments. Once the pigment separates from the fibre, filter only the pigment. Onion peel can yield a range of colours including brown, yellow, orange and grey. Colour shades are based on the materials used for mixing. For example, mixing onion peels with ash can produce a grey colour," she said.

The transformation of discarded materials into artistic installations demonstrates impressive creativity driven by environmental consciousness. This requires knowledge of recycling materials which is an expertise that Jarupatcha developed through her sustainability textile studies at KTMIL, the University of Michigan Ann Arbor in the United States, and Central Saint Martins in London.

While viewers are impressed with the creative transformation, Jarupatcha points out that in this project, the final creations are not as important as the process.

"A key part of the project was for the involved hotel staff to understand the recycling process. Initially, they did not understand our goals. After I stayed at the hotel for a while, I organised a studio visit allowing 100 housekeepers to witness how I created art pieces from recycled materials. Previously, the housekeepers sent me bed linen with very small stains. However, after seeing me transform torn bed linen into woven artworks, they began sending me used bed sheets with large tears," she said.

[image: Cotton Field was woven from used bed linen dyed with natural colours.]
Cotton Field was woven from used bed linen dyed with natural colours.



"The studio visit created a sense of pride among the housekeepers. They no longer felt like they work with discarded materials, but rather with valuable materials that can be transformed into beautiful pieces of art. Some of them told me that they felt proud of themselves when they saw materials that they supplied become beautiful art."

In addition to hotel employees, guests also had an opportunity to participate in the project through a workshop. Jarupatcha brought her weaving machine to the hotel and allowed interested guests to sign up for a weaving session using recycled materials.

"I would like to let other people know what I did during my stay at the hotel. Since environmental issues affect everyone, I wanted to establish a connection with other people. Guests at The Peninsula Bangkok were professionals and entrepreneurs who could potentially use their influence and resources to promote environmentally-friendly practices in their businesses. During the workshop, I explained to guests where the weaving and art materials came from. Since they stayed in the hotel, they understood the process. Their creations were showcased as part of 'Sanctuary Within', " said Jarupatcha.

[image: Cotton Field at 'Sanctury Within'.  The Peninsula Bangkok]
Cotton Field at 'Sanctury Within'. 



As an environmentalist, Jarupatcha surprisingly holds a positive outlook on the global warming issue. She believes nature strives to maintain a balance.

"People who work in the environmental field cannot be negative because it can be discouraging. Nature has a certain degree of tolerance. It will nurture and heal itself until it reaches a breaking point. If we are still here, we can solve the issues. During my three-month residency at The Peninsula Bangkok, many people became more aware of environmental issues. If this story is released through the media, environmental awareness will increase," said Jarupatcha.

"The exhibition will run until the end of August. I do not want people to feel intimidated to come to a 5-star hotel because it is a public space where everyone has the right to enter. I also hope the media will spread awareness about environmental issues and recycling. The before and after photos of the exhibition are crucial. When people see these photos, they will understand how the second life of the used material is better than the first one."

"Sanctuary Within" runs at The Peninsula Bangkok, Charoen Nakhon Road, until Saturday. Admission is free. For more information, visit instagram.com/jarupatcha.

[image: Paper Sky was created from used office paper.  Pattarapong Chatpattarasill]
Paper Sky was created from used office paper.
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[image: Used aluminium amenity containers.]
Used aluminium amenity containers.



[image: Natural dye was made from flowers and leftover fruits.]
Natural dye was made from flowers and leftover fruits.



[image: Jarupatcha Achavasmit with Paper Sky. The Peninsula Bangkok]
Jarupatcha Achavasmit with Paper Sky. 



[image: Jarupatcha Achavasmit weaving recycled materials for 'Sanctuary Within'.]
Jarupatcha Achavasmit weaving recycled materials for 'Sanctuary Within'.
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									Explore Thailand using NFTs on the Amazing Hunt app

									
								

								While exploring the country, holidaymakers can now enjoy a fresh and entertaining experience by pretending to be treasure hunters and completing quests. Recently, the Tourism Authority of Thailand in collaboration with Thai NFT artists and Bored Town launched the Amazing Hunt NFT Travel Guide, which allows users to collect NFTs that can be exchanged for discounts and vouchers on travel-related services.
								The mission is to track down the fantastic beasts that represent each region. Travellers can download the Amazing Hunt app and customise their master avatar with Thai-inspired outfits. They can then use the map to locate the fantastic beasts and local treasures hidden in various tourist spots, community attractions, landmarks, museums and learning centres as well as hotels, home-stays, restaurants and souvenir shops.

These beasts serve as tour guides, leading travellers to explore sights across Thailand. In the northeast region, Phaya Khan Khak (Giant Toad) is modelled after the five-storey giant toad-shaped building of the Phaya Khan Khak Museum in Yasothon province. According to local beliefs, the "toad" signifies fertility and is linked to the legend of the Bun Bang Fai rocket festival, which marks the beginning of the rainy season.

In the northern region, Phaya Chalawan, the famous giant crocodile of the Nan River, is inspired by the Chalawan statue situated at Bueng Si Fai in Phichit province. In Krai Thong folklore, the story of Chalawan has been passed down through generations and represents the abundance of Thailand's northern watershed forests.

[image: Explore Thailand using NFTs on the Amazing Hunt app]

In the central region, the Bryde's whale is influenced by the 17m-tall statue at the Samut Sakhon Aquarium. It is the 16th species to be added to Thailand's list of protected animals and serves as an indicator of the richness of the Gulf of Thailand's marine ecosystem, particularly the upper Gulf of Thailand.

In the eastern region, the half-horse, half-dragon Mah Nin Mangkorn draws inspiration from the statue situated in front of the Sunthorn Phu Monument in Rayong province. Mah Nin Mangkorn is a magical creature from the famous epic poem Phra Aphai Mani by Sunthorn Phu, who was the first Thai commoner to be honoured by Unesco in 1986 as a world poet.

In the southern region, the Dugong is modelled after the Dugong Fountain Roundabout in Trang province. This large, four-tiered fountain depicts Thai folktales and is adorned with a dugong, which serves as an indicator of the richness of the marine ecosystem.

The Naga, based on the ancient sculpture displayed at the U Thong National Museum in Suphan Buri province, is designed after the fantastic beast character. Symbolising water and abundance, the naga is believed to be a guardian of Buddhist and Hindu traditions.

Find out more details, visit amazinghunt.app.

[image: Explore Thailand using NFTs on the Amazing Hunt app]
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									Thai AirAsia X relaunches Sydney route

									
								

								Gearing up for the end-of-year holiday season, Thai AirAsia X will resume its popular Bangkok to Sydney route from Dec 1. Six flights a week will be operated, with two on Friday and one each day on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.

 
								For more convenience, travellers may book FlyThru from Phuket, Krabi, Hat Yai, Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai with a short stopover in Don Mueang. The airline plans to expand the frequency of its flights to Tokyo (18 times a week), Osaka (14 times a week), Sapporo (seven times a week), Nagoya (once a week), Seoul (14 times a week) and Shanghai (seven times a week). At the final location, passengers merely need to provide their immigration clearance and pick up their luggage.

Thai AirAsia X plans to expand its fleet from eight Airbus A330s to 11 by the end of the year, and will add three to five aircraft each year, depending on its anticipated growth and demand.

Visit airsia.com.

[image: Nihao Month]
Nihao Month



TAT ramps ups Chinese promotions

The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is launching the Nihao Month campaign with special events and promotions during September and October to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Thai-Chinese relations next year.

One of the highlights is the "Amazing Thailand, Mid-Autumn Night" event on Sept 17 at Parc Paragon, where superstar Luo Yunxi will all make an appearance on stage as the China-Thailand Cultural Friendship Ambassador, as well as Thai artists Pittaya Sae-chow and Davika Hoorne.

For the Nihao Month campaign, TAT has set a target of 250,000 Chinese arrivals over the upcoming Golden Week. Special events and promotions will further boost Thailand's positive reputation as the top travel destination for Chinese tourists.

On Oct 5 and 12, TAT will organise the "Sound Of Friendship Concert" at Siam Paragon, and a Meet & Greet activity so lucky fans can interact with Thai stars. In a collaboration between TAT and China's leading travel platforms, including Ctrip, Fliggy, Meituan, Tongcheng and UnionPay, joint promotions will be launched to attract Chinese tourists with a wide range of special deals on airfares, accommodation and travel activities, and discount vouchers and souvenirs throughout December.

TAT is also arranging two "Friendship Caravans" for 200 travellers. From Sept 22 to Oct 13, 50 people will be able to explore Laos, Thailand and Malaysia in a fleet of 20 luxury cars during the initial trip. From Sept 30 to Oct 7, the second trip will take 150 passengers in 50 automobiles from Kunming, China, to Thailand's northern towns such as Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai and Lampang.

[image: Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok]
Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok



Avani Sukhumvit offers a BKK staycation

For those seeking a place to change the mood without leaving the capital, Avani Sukhumvit Bangkok is offering the "Gossip Night" package until the end of October. Starting from 4,300 baht ++ per room, per night, guests can enjoy breakfast for two and two hours of free-flow drinks for two at Greenhouse Restaurant & Terrace Bar.

With direct access to the On Nut Skytrain station, the hotel offers 382 spacious rooms, nine meeting and function venues, and a range of amenities such as a restaurant, spa, pool and fitness centre to accommodate the needs of business and leisure travellers.

Visit avanihotels.com.
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									Sightseeing in Songkhla

									A trip to the southern city is rich with history, culture, art, food and more
								

								Even though it was a gloomy day, we could still clearly see Songkhla's landscape from where we stood atop the ancient Fort No.9. Constructed out of stone to accommodate cannons, it is located on a plain that connects the foothill of Khao Noi and the southwestern town corner.
								This ruin appears to be a mystical portal that transports visitors to the Ayutthaya period. Formerly known as Singora, the historic town was originally situated in the neighbourhood of Khao Daeng and functioned as a significant trading port on the shoreline of the Isthmus of Kra, bringing in marine merchants from Holland, Britain, France, Portugal, Persia, India and China.

Sultan Sulaiman built a system of city walls, forts, city gates and watchtowers -- all made possible by the British -- to reinforce his army until he decided to proclaim independence from the Ayutthaya kingdom. In 1687, the French engineer Monsieur de Lamare drew a map depicting Singora's urban layout, borders, Dutch settlement and sea route, before Sultan Sulaiman overthrew King Narai the Great and the town was relocated to the Laem Son area.

Covering 2,460 rai, the network of archaic temples, ruined city walls and 14 forts is still visible, and it was added to the list of Ancient Monuments by the Department of Fine Arts in 1992. Just a short distance from the fortress, visitors may act like amateur archaeologists and explore the peak of Khao Noi, which is believed to be a significant holy site on the Sathing Phra Peninsula since the pre-18th Buddhist century.

[image: Fort No.9.]
Fort No.9.



Encircled by a dense jungle, the ancient stupa has undergone many repairs and its ruined base showcases the Srivijayan, Dvaravati, and Ayutthaya styles through a row of Buddhist statues and face-like carved stone arches.

Returning to the ground, a unique southern-style wooden songtaew was stationed for our pleasant sightseeing tour, which is gaining popularity among tourists from Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia. Situated in Singha Nakhon district, we made our way to Wat Suwan Khiri, which was erected in the Ayutthaya period and restored during the reign of King Rama I.

Perched on a mound, it developed into a significant temple on the side of Laem Son, serving as a venue for carrying out oath-taking ceremonies. Under one roof, visitors can witness an exquisite fusion of southern, Chinese and Western style architectural designs.

Facing Songkhla Lake, the ubosot is adorned with gothic-style pillar cornices and ceramic-decorated gables depicting flowers and a plethora of wild animals such as squirrels and chevrotains. Inside, it houses a gilded subduing Mara Buddha statue, a Burmese-style marble-like Buddha statue and another Buddha statue dressed in the emperor's clothing.

The walls are covered with beautiful murals depicting three worlds in Buddhism, Buddha's life, and the way of local life like a ghost clad in nora costumes that might have been created in the reign of King Rama III. Outside, there's a Chinese-style bell tower and granite chedi decorated with floral stuccos.

[image: Khao Noi Chedi.]
Khao Noi Chedi.



Just a short drive to Wat Bo Sap, an ancient pond stands near the entrance stair to greet visitors and the ubosot with arcade verandas atop a hillock is designed in a mixture of Thai-Western style.

Next door, Wat Siriwannawat was abandoned before being restored in a hybrid of Thai and Chinese design during the reign of King Rama III. Walking through a Chinese-style arched entrance, visitors can worship an old gilded Ayutthaya-style Buddha statue inside the ubosot, which has a roof made of Koh Yor terracotta tiles.

Leaving the historical sites, a maze of classic shophouses brings back fond memories of old days when Songkhla resettled on the banks of Bo Yang during the reign of King Rama III. Here, Chinese migrants from Guangdong and Fujian developed Songkhla Old Town into a thriving maritime hub. These days, it has become a popular tourist destination where people can savour local cuisine, artwork and multicultural tastes in charming settings.

Nestled at the Southern Songkhla Port, the red century-old Hub Hoe Hin Rice Mill currently serves as the headquarters of the Songkhla Heritage Club, and offers visitors a glimpse into the province's past and the genesis of the rice industry.

In 1914, Marshall Khun Rajagitgaree (Junliang Lim-saowapreuk) and his family set up a small factory and then expanded their business into a modern rice milling facility by acquiring a 24-hour steam engine from Great Britain. They exported their rice to nearby provinces as well as Perak and Ipoh in Malaysia.

[image: Wat Suwan Khiri was built in the Ayutthaya period.]
Wat Suwan Khiri was built in the Ayutthaya period.



During World War II, the Japanese occupied Songkhla and the rice mill was turned into a medical storage facility. After the war, the Lim-saowapreuk family transformed their rice mill into an ice factory serving local markets and para-rubber storage facilities. As deep sea ports grew, this site was transformed into a dock in 1982 for fishing boats and small cargo ships.

Visitors may keep strolling down Nakhon Nok Road to Titan Project Space, which is becoming a popular hangout for artists and art enthusiasts to see multimedia exhibitions. One of the highlights is the 15m billboard painting Nakhon OK by renowned Chiang Mai-based artist Navin Rawanchaikul, illustrating the life of the waterside Songkhla community as a melting pot of Chinese, Muslim, Western and Thai ancestry.

Located 30m from the gallery, the San Original Scent Store lures passersbys with its extensive selection of aromatic essential oil diffusers, room sprays, candles, scented sachets and shower gels made from flowers, fruits and herbs to highlight the local culture.

Standing on Nakhon Nai Road, Baan Nakhon Nai was built in the reign of King Rama V and is now converted into a community museum and boutique hotel. This luxury compound features a four-storey Sino-European building and a two-storey Chinese-style wooden house, which is furnished with a large collection of black-and-white photographs and sculptures of His Majesty the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej, beautiful ceramic ware, and ancient Chinese-style wood beds and furniture.

[image: Wat Bo Sap boasts an ubosot in Thai and Western-style design.]
Wat Bo Sap boasts an ubosot in Thai and Western-style design.



As you go about, you'll notice that certain walls are adorned with stunning street art that portrays daily life and creates photogenic backdrops for tourists to enjoy photography. Just before reaching Yaring Alley, visitors may find the Chinese-style Saksit Phitak Gate, constructed during the reign of King Rama III to connect the Songkhla City Shrine with the sea.

If you're craving something sweet to perk you up, Baan Chong Dee Khanom Thai serves traditional Thai sweets like thong eak (wheat flour dumpling with egg yolk) and sampannee (Thai coconut cookie) which melts in your mouth.

In 1842, the Songkhla governor Praya Vichien Khiri constructed the Chinese-style City Pillar Shrine on Nang Ngam Road before it was renovated in the reign of King Rama VI. Sculptures of dragons and crystal balls decorate the roof, while murals and cornices portray auspicious Chinese symbols and deities. Inside, visitors can also worship sacred statues of Guan Yin, Chao Mae Thapthim, Phra Sue Muang and Phra Kru Mor.

After that, visitors can take a short stroll to the adjacent Guan Yu Shrine, which was built during the reign of King Rama IV. It boasts a roof crest that bends like the bottom of a river and is trimmed with green pearls. Here, local worshippers gather to pray for direction and professional success.

This road provides an excellent opportunity to explore the neighbourhood dining scene. The 87-year-old Kiat Fang shop is well-known for its oversized buns and Songkhla-style hot stew with pork, liver and offal cooked in coconut milk and herbs. Sticky rice filled with egg yolk and shredded pork is served at the Mae Chawee Dessert House, while Ice Cream Oang offers a variety of flavours.

[image: Wat Siriwannawat combines Thai and Chinese architecture and houses an Ayutthaya-style Buddha statue.]
Wat Siriwannawat combines Thai and Chinese architecture and houses an Ayutthaya-style Buddha statue.



[image: Sightseeing in Songkhla]

One option for visitors to wrap up a walking tour is to visit Wat Matchimawat Worawihan. Located on Saiburi Road, it was constructed during the Ayutthaya period and underwent numerous restorations.

Within the Rattanakosin-style ubosot, a revered Chinese-style marble Buddha statue rests on a moveable throne, and the walls are covered in eye-catching paintings that show the life of Gautama Buddha and the 10 incarnations of the Lord Buddha. A fleet of Chinese junks float at the mouth of the bay, while a troop of veteran artists perform Chinese opera and nora in the background, reflecting local life surrounding Songkhla Lake.

Late the next morning, we headed to the Kolae Nang community in Thepha district, and boarded a traditional kolae fishing boat painted in colourful designs for a 90-minute leisurely cruise down the Tu Yong canal. Billing itself as a golden triangle, the peaceful fishing village is bordered by a verdant mangrove forest and boasts a diversity of marine ecosystems thanks to the convergence of three rivers from Pattani, Yala and Songkhla.

Gazing around, a group of local fishermen demonstrates their expertise in capturing this month's edibles, which include black crab, threadfin and king mackerel. While on board, visitors may enjoy fresh oysters served with spicy seafood sauce, fried shallots, sliced chili and lemon. They come in four sizes, based on their ages between three and 12 years old. Due to the oysters' hibernation period, the sightseeing programme will be halted between November and March.

Back on land, visitors may cool off with a glass of aromatic honey lemon tea infused with coconut flower syrup. This community has also raised stingless bees with mangrove blossoms to produce organic honey.

[image: Hub Hoe Hin Rice Mill is now a community museum.]
Hub Hoe Hin Rice Mill is now a community museum.



Travel info


	The Kolae Nang community is in Thepha district, Songkhla. 

	Call 093-713-6145 or visit facebook.com/kolaenang.otop.innovative.life.songkhla.



[image: Titan Project Space showcases a contemporary exhibition.]
Titan Project Space showcases a contemporary exhibition.



[image: Baan Nakhon Nai.]
Baan Nakhon Nai.



[image: Street art portrays daily life in Songkhla Old Town.]
Street art portrays daily life in Songkhla Old Town.
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Saksit Phitak Gate.
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Baan Chong Dee Khanom Thai.
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The Songkhla City Pillar Shrine.
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Guan Yu Shrine.



[image: Wat Matchimawat Worawihan is home to a Chinese-style marble Buddha statue.]
Wat Matchimawat Worawihan is home to a Chinese-style marble Buddha statue.



[image: Beautiful murals at Wat Matchimawat Worawihan.]
Beautiful murals at Wat Matchimawat Worawihan.



[image: Street art portrays daily life in Songkhla Old Town.]
Street art portrays daily life in Songkhla Old Town.



[image: The Kolae Nang community has managed to maintain the traditional lifestyle of fishermen.]
The Kolae Nang community has managed to maintain the traditional lifestyle of fishermen.
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Hub Hoe Hin Rice Mill is now a community museum.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Aug 28-Sept 3

									11 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix and Prime Video
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

K-Pop Idols

Premieres on Aug 30

Glitz meets grit in this backstage pass to artists from around the world. Through trials and triumphs, Jessi, cravity and blackswan give everything they've got to an art form that demands nothing less than perfection.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

IC 814: The Kandahar Hijack

Premieres on Aug 29 

Based on real events, this gripping series directed by Anubhav Sinha ("Article 15") chronicles the longest hijack in the history of Indian aviation.

[image: ]

Worst Ex Ever 

Premieres on Aug 28

From chilling betrayals to murder plots, this true-crime docu-series dissects the dark side of love through eyewitness testimonies.

[image: ]

Kaos

Premieres on Aug 29 

As discord reigns on Mount Olympus and almighty Zeus spirals into paranoia, three mortals are destined to reshape the future of humankind.

[image: ]

Love You To Debt 

Premieres on Aug 29 

When a client fails to pay up, a debt collector makes a deal to go out with her instead -- but their fake relationship could lead to real romance.

[image: ]

A-List to Playlist 

Premieres on Aug 30 

With a 20-year acting career, Cho Jung-seok takes on the challenge of debuting as a singer in 100 days, mobilising his entire network against the clock!

[image: ]

Breathless

Premieres on Aug 30

A passionate medical team is devoted to saving lives in a bustling public hospital where tensions -- and romance -- keep their pulses racing.

[image: ]

The Deliverance 

Premieres on Aug 30 

Single parent Ebony Jackson moves her family to a new home for a fresh start, but something evil already lives there. Inspired by terrifying true events.

[image: ]

The Nobody Zone: Interview With An Irish Serial Killer

Premieres on Sept 1

In a forgotten London underworld, homeless Irishman Kieran Kelly killed multiple times without detection. In an extraordinary twist of fate, following his arrest in 1983 for the theft of a wedding ring, Kelly admitted to a string of murders going back 30 years.

[image: ]

Ray Winstone's Sicily

Premieres on Sept 1

Hollywood actor Ray Winstone takes a trip around Sicily with some old friends, soaking up the island's multicultural history, ancient culture and colourful inhabitants.



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

The Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Power Season 2 

Premieres on Aug 29

Sauron has returned. Cast out by Galadriel, without army or ally, the rising Dark Lord must now rely on his own cunning to rebuild his strength and oversee the creation of the Rings of Power, which will allow him to bind all the peoples of Middle-earth to his sinister will. Building on Season One's epic scope and ambition, the new season plunges even its most beloved and vulnerable characters into a rising tide of darkness, challenging each to find their place in a world that is increasingly on the brink of calamity. Elves and dwarves, orcs and men, wizards and Harfoots... as friendships are strained and kingdoms begin to fracture, the forces of good will struggle ever more valiantly to hold on to what matters to them most of all... each other.
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									Expressing creative solidarity

									The Limbo Festival features art, food, comedy, poetry, talk and music
								

								Being held in Chiang Mai from Sept 11-29, the Limbo Festival is being organised by the Limbo Collective, an ad-hoc collective of Thai and Myanmar artists, chefs, curators, designers, researchers and scholars.
								The Limbo Festival is a series of Thai-Myanmar creative and cultural events, held to express creative solidarity, at Some Space Gallery, The Goodcery and Sapphic Riot in Chiang Mai. The festival is the result of a year-long dialogue between Thai and Myanmar activists and artists, "Active People", who share their stories of how their futures, hopes and dreams have been taken from them, and how they learned to transform their anger and desperation into hope through a democratic, caring and safe community where all voices are heard. These are stories of how to deal with conflict, and how to support each other through food, art, culture and humour.

Activities being held are:

*  "Re-Imagination Work In Progress" by Limbo Exhibition x A New Burma from Sept 11-29 Some Space Gallery. Curated by Thawiphat Praengoen and Ma Hnin, the exhibition displays works by Jakkrapan Sriwichai, Ants Are Always  Busy, Setthasiri Chanjaradpong, Nuntana Wongtawee, Krai Sridee, Htet Khine Soe, Yotsunthon Ruttapradid, Heinny, Shivanjali Vitthaya-serivaddhana, Annt Hmue Mahr, HABo, Khin Sandar Nyut, Mg Phoe, Joni and Anonymous. Seven Thai and seven Myanmar artists were given the task of imagining the society they dream of living in and produced 15 artworks and performances. The opening includes performances and a talk (in English) by project director Somrak Sila and curators about stories of solidarity and the Limbo Collective. 

[image: ]

The artworks take various forms, including painting, photography, VDO art, multimedia installation, short film, internet art, art toys, interactive art and performance. The opening reception will be on Sept 11. Admission is free.

* "Playing With Fire" by Bamama x Maadae Slow Fish, a solidarity event featuring food, panel discussion and a performance on Sept 12 will be held at The Goodcery. 

[image: ]

The event begins with registration and networking with the Limbo Collective, followed by a panel discussion in English on "What does fire mean for the Thai and Myanmar people and how is it related to food and waste management?" In Chiang Mai, fire is associated with the annual swidden-burning season, when agricultural waste and stubble across the region are set alight to fill the air with toxic smog for months on end. In Myanmar it evokes images of burnt-down villages and consequently of the importance of preserving culture and heritage outside one's homeland. Both lead to urgent questions of sustainability and waste management.

The panelists are from Food Not Bomb & SOS; Bamboo Nest; Zay Collective (a Burmese food collective in Chiang Mai); and Slow Foods.

Dinner will be a buffet from Maadae Slow Fish and Bamama. Maadae Slow Fish is a Thai restaurant in Chiang Mai focused on using sustainable ingredients, while Bamama, by chef Trish, is a food initiative that uses Burmese food as a medium for social change, storytelling, cultural integration and community building. 

After dinner, there will be a performance of "Echoes And I" by the Movement Theatre and a musical composition by Prapassorn Konmuang, Kelvin and Contrition from the Ukraine. The evening ends with a DJ and a party. Tickets to the events can be acquired by calling 094-846-0762 or 098-441-6637.

* "Burma Night Live" will see a Burmese traditional satirical performance, "Thangyat" By DooDooChat, a documentary screening karaoke and a food party on Sept 15 at Some Space. 

"Thangyat" is Burmese performance art that blends traditional folk verse performances accompanied by the beat of traditional drums or a "hsaing waing" ensemble, interspersed with song, dance and chant routines, and performed during festive occasions, particularly during Thingyan in the lead up to the Burmese New Year.

There will also be a screening of the Burmese documentary "Public Bullet". The traditional satirical performance will be about current affairs in the contemporary context of the Myanmar diaspora in Thailand. There will also be open mic karaoke and food to transport the audience into a Burmese home. Admission is free.

*  "Suffer Surfer" will see a poetry reading and acoustic music at Sapphic Riot on Sept 20. 

[image: ]

The evening of poetry-reading and acoustic music (open mic), hosted by the Limbo collective will be under the theme "Suffer Surfer: When life leaves us no choice but to coexist, how do we confront and cope with our painful memories when there is little immediate prospect of a brighter future?" Admission is free.

The Limbo Festival is being held with support from the Austrian Embassy Bangkok, the Embassy of Luxembourg in Bangkok, the German Embassy Bangkok and the Goethe-Institut Thailand.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/2855308/expressing-creative-solidarity



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Life
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Tech

      
        
          	
            Life
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  