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At Least 10 Killed as Israeli Military Steps Up West Bank Raids



Hundreds of troops entered cities in the occupied territory, targeting Palestinian militants. It was a significant escalation after months of raids that have unfolded alongside the war in Gaza.




Israeli soldiers operate during a raid near Tulkarm, in the occupied West Bank, on Wednesday.




By Aaron Boxerman, Adam Rasgon, Raja Abdulrahim and Thomas Fuller


Aug 28, 2024


Hundreds of Israeli troops backed by drones and armored vehicles carried out raids in the occupied West Bank, Israeli and Palestinian officials said on Wednesday, a growing third front in conflicts that extend from the Egyptian border with the Gaza Strip to southern Lebanon.



At least 10 Palestinians were killed, the Palestinian Health Ministry said, in what Israeli officials described as an ongoing operation targeting militants and concentrated in Jenin and Tulkarm, two West Bank cities that an Israeli military spokesman, Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, said have become militant strongholds. The Israeli military said it had killed nine militants.



A Palestinian armed group based in Jenin said it had fired on Israeli forces in two villages on the city's outskirts, and Palestinian residents in both cities described hearing intermittent gunfire.



The operation followed 
months of escalating Israeli raids
 in the occupied territory, where nearly three million Palestinians live under Israeli military rule. More than 600 Palestinians have been killed in the West Bank since the Oct. 7 Hamas-led assault on Israel, according to the 
United Nations
, in violence involving both the Israeli military and extremist Jewish settlers. Israel has also arrested thousands of Palestinians suspected of involvement in armed groups.




A Palestinian boy raising his arm as Israeli soldiers inspect what he is carrying during a raid in Jenin in the occupied West Bank on Wednesday.




That increasingly deadly campaign has unfolded alongside Israel's war with Hamas in Gaza, touched off by the Oct. 7 attack, and the cross-border strikes traded with Hezbollah in Lebanon.



The raid comes as U.S., Israeli and Iranian officials have said that Tehran is operating a clandestine smuggling route across the Middle East to deliver weapons to Palestinians in the Israeli-occupied territory. The goal, as described by three Iranian officials, has been to foment unrest against Israel by flooding the enclave with as many weapons as it can, 
The New York Times reported in April
.



Israeli ground troops this week have been pushing into Khan Younis in southern Gaza, and the Gazan health authorities said on Wednesday that Israeli strikes had killed 58 Palestinians in the enclave over the past day.



The military said on Wednesday that it had recovered the body of a soldier kidnapped on Oct. 7. It was not clear from the military's statement whether the soldier had been taken to Gaza dead or still alive; it said it was withholding his name at the request of his family.



A day earlier, Israeli troops rescued the hostage 
Farhan al-Qadi
, whom they had found alone in a warren of tunnels they were investigating in the enclave. More than 100 hostages remain in Gaza, at least 30 of whom are presumed dead by the Israeli authorities.



The United Nations said on Wednesday that one of its vehicles in Gaza had been targeted by Israeli gunfire. It was "a clearly marked U.N. humanitarian vehicle, part of a convoy that had been fully coordinated" with the Israeli military, said Stephane Dujarric, the U.N. spokesman. Ten bullets hit the vehicle, but no one was hurt, he said.



The World Food Program, an arm of the United Nations, said it had been operating the vehicle, and that in response to the shooting, it was suspending staff movements in Gaza.



The Israeli Defense Force said that the incident "is under review."



As a measure of the geographic breadth of the fighting, the Israeli military on Wednesday said that in addition to its actions in Gaza and the West Bank, it had attacked what it said was a terrorist operating on the Syria-Lebanon border, as well as structures in southern Lebanon belonging to Hezbollah, the militant group allied with Iran.



But Israeli raids have failed to tamp down the armed groups in the West Bank. They have also put thousands of Palestinian civilians in the crossfire.




Women at a hospital in Tubas where casualties were transported during the Israeli raid in the occupied West Bank on Wednesday.




"People are living in a state of terror and anxiety," said Kamal Abu al-Rub, the Palestinian governor of Jenin, who described the Israeli incursion as 
unusually fierce
. The sounds of intermittent gunfire and explosions resounded through the city, he said, adding that Israeli officials had informed their Palestinian counterparts that they were imposing a formal curfew on parts of the city and that soldiers had surrounded Jenin's hospitals, and the city's entrances and exits.



The raids appeared to be the largest since last year. In July 2023, about 1,000 Israeli soldiers carried out a 48-hour 
incursion in Jenin
 that killed 12 Palestinians, at least nine claimed by militant groups as members. In December, a three-day raid on the same city killed 12.



The raids on Wednesday sent panic through Jenin. Salam Azaizeh was on her way home from a job cleaning a wedding hall when a large contingent of Israeli forces engaged in gun battles with armed fighters.



Israeli bulldozers ripped up roads, reflecting what the military has called 
a growing threat of improvised explosives
 buried beneath the pavement.



Ms. Azaizeh, 34, took cover in a neighbor's home, where she remained trapped the past day. "No one can go outside," she said. "We're hearing frightening sounds."



Fearful of Israeli snipers on rooftops or of having their homes stormed by soldiers, Palestinians huddled inside. Israeli military officials have said that when they raid people's homes, they are searching for suspects and weapons or want to use them as lookout points.



Jenin is 
synonymous with Palestinian rebellion
, the site of a major battle between Palestinian militants and Israeli soldiers during the second intifada, or uprising, against the Israeli occupation in the early 2000s. Israelis also recall Jenin as the home of numerous people who carried out deadly bombings and attacks. More recently, the impoverished city has been a hotbed for recruiting by militant groups like Hamas, Islamic Jihad and others that have emerged among a disaffected younger generation.



Israeli officials said that more than 150 shooting and explosive attacks on Israelis have emanated from the Jenin and Tulkarm areas over the past year.




A man inspecting a destroyed vehicle on a road between Tubas and Jenin in the occupied West Bank following the Israeli raid on Wednesday.




The Israeli military has carried out nearly daily raids into Palestinian towns and cities in the occupied West Bank since Oct. 7. But for residents of a neighborhood known as the Jenin camp, the incursion on Wednesday felt different from many of the previous military raids.



Israeli forces often withdraw within hours after arresting suspected militants or engaging in gun battles with them. This time, its forces were still present in the area as of Wednesday afternoon and had set up roadblocks consisting of dirt mounds, residents said.



Colonel Shoshani, the Israeli military spokesman, told reporters on Wednesday that Israeli forces were in "the first stages of this operation."



Muhammad Al-Masri was at home in Jenin when the Israeli forces invaded his neighborhood, bringing armored vehicles and bulldozers. Some of his neighbors fled as Israeli forces closed in, but most remained in their homes, he said.



"No one knows what is happening," said Mr. Al-Masri, a former member of the local committee that administers the camp. "Will it last days or hours?"



Reporting was contributed by 
Erika Solomon
, 
Johnatan Reiss
, 
Farnaz Fassihi
, 
Ronen Bergman
, 
Victoria Kim
 and 
Eric Schmitt
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/28/world/middleeast/israel-west-bank-jenin.html
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Far From Presidential Battlegrounds, Blue States Could Decide Congress



New York and California have become unlikely focal points in the fight for control of the House, as Democrats toil to appeal to wary voters in districts won by President Biden.




George Whitesides, a Democrat and former NASA official and aerospace executive, is running to unseat a Republican in the Antelope Valley north of Los Angeles.




By Nicholas Fandos and Catie Edmondson


Aug 28, 2024


Campaigning on a rainy recent morning, Mondaire Jones had plenty of reasons to be optimistic about his effort to unseat Representative Mike Lawler, a first-term Republican in the Hudson Valley in New York.



Democrats like Mr. Jones outnumber Republicans here by more than 75,000. The party is 
newly energized
 by the nomination of Vice President Kamala Harris. And Mr. Jones, a former congressman, has stockpiled millions of dollars for a campaign centered on reminding voters that Mr. Lawler backs former President Donald J. Trump and the overturning of Roe v. Wade.



"His support is largely based on an illusion of him," Mr. Jones said, referring to Mr. Lawler's 
reputation as a moderate
. "Here in the Hudson Valley, you can expect Democrats to vote for Democrats."



And yet, with just 68 days to go, Mr. Jones is struggling to translate those partisan advantages into an actual lead, setting off alarm bells in New York and Washington that the party is once again facing unusually stiff local headwinds with middle-of-the-road voters put off by the state's leftward lurch.



Democrats have a parallel fight on their hands in what would otherwise be considered the friendly territory of the Antelope Valley in California. There, the Democrat George Whitesides, a former NASA chief of staff and chief executive at Virgin Galactic, is laboring to unseat Representative Mike Garcia, a former military pilot from the northern suburbs of Los Angeles who has coasted to re-election since he first won in 2020.



Call it Democrats' blue state dilemma, one that has helped make New York and California, two coastal bastions far from the presidential battlegrounds, the unlikely heart of the fight for control of the House of Representatives as summer turns to fall.




Mondaire Jones, who served a previous term in Congress, is struggling to build a lead against his Republican opponent in traditionally Democratic New York.




In theory, the two states would seem to promise Democrats a tantalizingly straightforward path back to power in the House, where the G.O.P. holds a slender four-seat majority, putting Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, now the minority leader, in position to become speaker. Republicans in California and New York are defending the highest concentration of districts that President Biden won in 2020, 
including five he carried by double digits
.



But on the ground, there are signs that districts from the suburbs of Long Island to the California desert are once again generating their own political weather more inhospitable to Democrats.



It was here that the party arguably lost its majority in 2022, amid a backlash against the states' punishingly high living costs and fears about public safety, which voters blamed on their Democratic supermajorities. At the same time, Democrats in New York and California were unable to capitalize on fears that Republicans would wipe away abortion access after the demise of Roe. Democrats deployed that argument successfully to woo voters in swing states like Michigan and Virginia, but it fell flat in blue states where people regard abortion rights as safe.



"The swing districts in blue states have just performed differently than swing districts in swing states," said Dan Conston, the president of the Congressional Leadership Fund, the House Republicans' official super PAC. "And it's not one cycle; it's multiple cycles."



A 
recent poll
 of five swing districts commissioned by a Democratic super PAC found that their candidates in Pennsylvania and Nebraska were outrunning their Republican opponents, while Mr. Jones and Rudy Salas, the California Democrat who is challenging Representative David Valadao for the second cycle in a row, were trailing theirs and stuck beneath 40 percent.




With Vice President Kamala Harris at the top of the ticket, the Democratic Party is newly energized, but many congressional candidates still face tough races.




Democrats insist they have learned lessons from the midterm trouncing. Their candidates in several critical races have moved aggressively to flip the script on issues like immigration, crime and the economy. In New York, where Gov. Kathy Hochul was 
blamed for 2022 losses
, the state party has set out to build a formidable turnout operation for the first time.



Top Democrats say their path back to the majority does not require them to romp to victory in either state, but just pick up a handful of seats in each. And they also believe that it will be easier to define their Republican opponents as too far to the right with Mr. Trump on the ballot.



"Democrats were experiencing a very serious brand problem with defund the police, cashless bail and other issues," said former Representative Steve Israel of New York, who once led Democrats' House campaign arm. "But in a presidential," he added, "the dynamic obviously changes, and those issues are not quite as powerful as they were."



In California, Republicans are defending four incumbents in 
highly competitive seats
 that stretch from the Central Valley to Palm Springs, including 
three in districts where Democrats outnumber Republicans by wide margins
. Democrats are protecting just one, an Orange County seat vacated by Representative Katie Porter.



The Republicans include John Duarte, a freshman from Modesto whose race last cycle was among the closest in the nation; Mr. Valadao, who 
voted to impeach Mr. Trump
 after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on Congress and has since weathered challenges from both the left and right in the Central Valley; Ken Calvert, a senior appropriator who faced an unusually close race in his Palm Springs district last cycle; and Mr. Garcia.



Both Mr. Valadao and Mr. Garcia have carved out well-known brands separating themselves from the hard-right flank of their party in Washington. Mr. Valadao and Mr. Duarte play up their past livelihoods as farmers in agriculture-heavy, majority-Latino districts. In his suburban district studded with aircraft manufacturing facilities, Mr. Garcia has leaned on his background as a naval aviator who flew combat missions in Iraq.




Some Republicans like Representative Mike Garcia of California have successfully distinguished themselves from the hard-right wing of their party. 




In an effort to allay voter concerns about rising housing costs and the levels of retail theft and homelessness, Democrats running in competitive California districts have adopted a campaign message focused not on national talking points about Republican extremism and protecting reproductive rights, but on local economic and public safety issues.



Knocking on doors on a recent sweltering Saturday in the Antelope Valley, Mr. Whitesides, who is running against Mr. Garcia, introduced himself to voters as a "moderate Democrat" who "created about 700 jobs up in Mojave," a nod to his work at Virgin Galactic.



Mr. Whitesides said in an interview that he had continued to hear from voters that their top issues were local jobs, affordable housing and safety, not only from "smash and grabs" but from wildfires.



"Voters kind of don't differentiate between D.C. and Sacramento, and they just want to see action taken on these things," he said. "We have to provide good answers for the challenges that people feel locally."



Representative Josh Harder was one of just two California Democrats who won re-election in 2022 in a district that Gov. Gavin Newsom lost that cycle to his Republican challenger, Brian Dahle. In an interview, Mr. Harder attributed his success winning crossover voters to "not by being anti-Trump or anti-Dahle, but by being pro-water, pro-health care, and pro-jobs."



Mr. Harder said he was optimistic that voters in solidly Democratic states would feel more urgency this election cycle.



"In 2022 in blue states like California and New York, voters felt a little complacent," he said, citing reproductive rights as an example. "They believed they weren't under threat here the same way it was under threat in Wisconsin and Michigan. I think that complacency was absolutely misplaced. I think it's also gone away."




While speaking with voters, Mr. Whitesides, has positioned himself as a "moderate Democrat."




On the other side of the country, Democrats in New York say they, too, are finding a more favorable climate than last cycle, when the party was slow to respond to concerns about a pandemic-era spike in crime that 
dominated suburban races
.



Representative Tom Suozzi already 
won back one swing seat
 for Democrats on Long Island in a February special election, giving the party reason for optimism and a playbook for overcoming a damaged brand.



Now, Democrats are eying four more potential pickups in the Empire State and one across the Hudson in New Jersey, while defending Representative Pat Ryan, their only vulnerable incumbent. (Democratic strategists believe 
John Avlon
, a former CNN commentator, has an uphill battle in his campaign to defeat Representative Nick LaLota on the exurban East End of Long Island.)



Both parties agree that Representative Brandon Williams, a first-term Republican who represents Syracuse, is the most likely to lose after redistricting 
made his seat several points more Democratic
. Republicans are also battling to try to save Representative Anthony D'Esposito, a former police officer, whose diverse Long Island district voted for Mr. Biden by 14 points.



But the remaining races are tossups. Mr. Lawler and Representative Marc Molinaro in Central New York have worked hard to build reputations as 
the most bipartisan
 members of the House. After they each eked out midterm victories by a percentage point or less, they now face a more difficult challenge asking voters who overwhelmingly dislike Mr. Trump and favor abortion rights to overlook their party affiliation.



Mr. Molinaro used his 
first paid campaign ad
 to try to insulate himself.



"I believe health decisions should be between a woman and her doctor, not Washington," he says in it. But Democrats have slammed him for voting for a handful of bills that would limit abortion access.



Several prominent Democrats in New York and Washington said they were particularly worried about their ability to defeat Mr. Lawler, a former political strategist who has made himself ubiquitous.



Mr. Jones is running this time as a pragmatist, adopting lessons from Mr. Suozzi's special election strategy to put issues that Republicans have weaponized -- including the migrant influx and high taxes -- at 
the center of his campaign
. In an interview after a recent abortion rights event, he said that his party did not "talk enough about the need to secure the border" and bragged that Democrats were "purging the extremists from our ranks."



But he has considerable political baggage, having staked out a litany of decidedly liberal positions on immigration and crime during earlier campaigns. He also briefly left his district to run for a different House seat in New York City.



"Obviously if we lose these seats, we are losing the majority," Mr. Lawler said in an interview.



But Democrats in New York and California still have a "fundamental problem, which is they control everything in both states," he added. "The average person that's living there is seeing really bad policies on a daily basis, going, 'No, I'm good.'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/28/us/politics/congress-races-new-york-california.html
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Telegram Founder Charged With Wide Range of Crimes in France



Pavel Durov, who was arrested near Paris over the weekend as part of a broad investigation into criminal activity on the platform, was also barred from leaving the country.




The founder of Telegram, Pavel Durov, shown in 2014, was released in Paris on bail of about $5.5 million. 




By Aurelien Breeden and Adam Satariano


Aug 28, 2024


Pavel Durov
, the Russian-born entrepreneur who founded the online communications tool Telegram, was charged on Wednesday in France with a wide range of crimes for failing to prevent illicit activity on the app, and barred from leaving the country.



His indictment was a rare move by legal authorities to hold a top technology executive 
personally liable
 for the behavior of users on a major messaging platform, escalating the debate over the role of tech companies in online speech, privacy and security and the limits of their responsibility.



Mr. Durov, 39, was detained by the French authorities on Saturday after a flight from Azerbaijan. He was charged on Wednesday with complicity in managing an online platform to enable illegal transactions by an organized group, which could lead to a sentence of up to 10 years in prison.



He was also charged with complicity in crimes such as enabling the distribution of child sexual abuse material, drug trafficking and fraud, and refusing to cooperate with law enforcement.



Laure Beccuau, the Paris prosecutor, said in a statement that Mr. Durov had been ordered to pay bail of 5 million euros, or about $5.5 million. He was released from custody but must check in at a police station twice a week.



Telegram has played a role in multiple criminal cases in France tied to child sexual abuse, drug trafficking and online hate crimes, but has shown a "near-total absence" of response to requests for cooperation from law enforcement, Ms. Beccuau said.



Prosecutors around France, as well as legal authorities in Belgium and other European countries, "have shared the same observation," she said, leading organized-crime prosecutors to open an investigation in February on the "potential criminal liability of executives at this messaging platform."



Mr. Durov's case has intensified a long-simmering debate about free speech on the internet and the responsibility of tech companies to police what their users say and do on their platforms. Governments, especially in the European Union, are increasingly pressuring tech companies to address child safety, terrorism, disinformation and the spread of other harmful content.



That has pitted free-speech supporters such as Mr. Durov, who takes a hands-off approach to moderating Telegram, and Elon Musk, who owns X, against regulators and policymakers. On Monday, President Emmanuel Macron of France dismissed accusations that Mr. Durov's arrest was an example of government censorship, saying that "in a state governed by the rule of law, freedoms are upheld within a legal framework."



Mr. Durov now joins a small list of high-ranking tech figures who have been indicted in connection with crimes committed by users of their services, including 
Ross W. Ulbricht
, the creator of the Silk Road online black market, and Changpeng Zhao, the founder of Binance, who pleaded guilty last year to 
U.S. money-laundering violations
 that took place on his cryptocurrency platform.



Telegram did not respond to a request for comment on Wednesday. After Mr. Durov's arrest, the company, which is based in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, said that it abides by E.U. laws and that "it is absurd to claim that a platform or its owner are responsible for abuse of that platform."



The charges against Mr. Durov could make other social networks and internet platforms more aggressive in moderating their sites to ensure that they do not run afoul of laws, said Daniel Lyons, a professor of internet regulation at Boston College Law School.



"As a C.E.O., seeing that you are personally put at risk, I'm going to have much lower tolerance for speech and transactions at the margins," he said. "It would at least make me question where I'm traveling and why."



But Daphne Keller, a professor of internet law at Stanford Law School, said Mr. Durov and Telegram were conspicuously different from major platforms such as Meta and Google, which have more robust trust and safety teams that take down illegal content and respond to law enforcement requests.



"I continue to assume that the reason they can indict is because Telegram forfeited their immunity by not taking down things they were notified about," she said. "If that's true, this indictment seems like a not-surprising next step."



In Mr. Durov's case, Telegram did not answer a request from the French authorities to identify one of its users in an investigation into child sexual abuse materials, a person with knowledge of the matter said. On March 25, the authorities issued a search warrant for Mr. Durov, as well as a search warrant for his brother, Nikolai, who helped create Telegram, said the person, who was not authorized to speak publicly. 
Politico
 earlier reported the details of the investigation.



In France, complex criminal cases like the one against Mr. Durov are initiated by prosecutors but ultimately handled by special judges with broad investigative powers, who charge defendants when they believe that the evidence points to serious wrongdoing. The magistrates can later drop the charges if they do not believe that the evidence is sufficient to proceed to trial, and cases can take years -- meaning a swift resolution of Mr. Durov's case is unlikely.



Telegram, which Mr. Durov founded in Russia in 2013, has more than 900 million users. It works as a messaging app, similar to WhatsApp or iMessage, but also hosts groups with up to 200,000 users and has other channels with broadcasting features to help reach even larger audiences. Light oversight of content on the platform has helped people living under authoritarian governments to communicate, but has also made the app a haven for harmful content.



Mr. Durov founded a social network, Vkontakte, in Russia in 2006, and it became more popular than Facebook. He 
left the country in 2014
 after, he said, the authorities pressured him to hand over data about Vkontakte's users, which he declined to do. He now has citizenship in France and the United Arab Emirates, according to Telegram.



Mr. Durov has infused Telegram with an anti-authority ethos and commitment to free speech. He has said his worldview was informed by his experience in Russia, and he came to believe strongly that governments should put few restrictions on people's online speech and actions and that digital privacy trumped security.



"Privacy, ultimately, is more important than our fear of bad things happening," he said in 2015.



David Kaye, a former United Nations monitor for global freedom of expression, said Mr. Durov's case could have wide-ranging consequences, particularly if authoritarian countries used it as a precedent to go after senior tech executives.



"The Durov indictment is a very big deal," he said. "The question is whether it's a big deal that signals a new era of government restriction of online expression and pressure on platforms."



Mike Isaac
 contributed reporting from San Francisco, and 
Cecilia Kang
 from Washington.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/28/business/telegram-ceo-pavel-durov-charged.html
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The East Rises in Germany, and So Does Political Extremism



Closely watched elections in the former East Germany are likely to reveal a still-divided country and yield a worrying challenge to Berlin.




The city center of Erfurt, in the German state of Thuringia. It is one of three states in the former East Germany facing critical elections in September.




By Steven Erlanger


Aug 28, 2024


Anna Wenske, 69, worked for decades at the national theater of East Germany, where she was born and still lives. "After the reunification, everything went kaput," she said. She lost her job and her savings; it took her years of part-time work to reach a kind of equilibrium.



Now she resents what she considers the easy path offered to refugees while Germans suffer.



"Too many people exist on this planet and everyone wants to come to us," she said in a sunny Weimar, "and we tell everyone welcome and we have nothing left for ourselves." When it comes 
to Ukraine
, she said, President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia lied when he said he would not invade, "but I don't trust the United States any more than Russia."



When her state, Thuringia, holds elections on Sunday, she says she will probably support the Alternative for Germany party. The radical right ethnonationalist party, known as the AfD, 
plays with Nazi-era language
 and its state branch has been 
classified by domestic intelligence as right-wing extremist
.



But she is also tempted by a newer party, the 
Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance
, or BSW, named for the former Communist who founded and leads it. Though the party abhors Nazism and supports the Constitution, it holds many of the same views as the AfD. "When I listen to Sahra, somehow she touches me," Ms. Wenske said.



Germany is facing three critical state elections -- Saxony also votes Sunday and Brandenburg on Sept. 22 -- all in the former East Germany, where 
polls
 show such grievances are pushing many voters to the extremes, whether left or right. The expected results are already causing much hand-wringing in Berlin about the future of German democracy and the country's failure to integrate east and west even 33 years after reunification.




German officials, including Chancellor Olaf Scholz, right, on Monday at a makeshift memorial for victims of a deadly knife attack in the western city of Solingen.




The votes are being seen as a bellwether for the federal elections in September 2025, if the current government lasts that long. The three-party coalition of Chancellor Olaf Scholz is so paralyzed and unpopular that prominent members of one partner, the Greens, talk openly of a government out of ideas.



But more than anything, these elections are expected to show the persistent divisions in politics and social attitudes between west and east Germany, where extremist parties like the AfD have made by far their deepest inroads. Their success is changing the political debate nationwide, especially around issues like migration and support for Ukraine in its war against Russia.



After Friday's 
knife attack in the western city of Solingen
, where prosecutors say a Syrian refugee killed three people and wounded eight, the AfD and Ms. Wagenknecht have trumpeted their plans to control illegal migration and deport those who do not qualify for asylum, like the Syrian man.



That has pushed Mr. Scholz of the Social Democrats, which has lost many voters in the east, to vow to step up deportations and call for tougher European laws on asylum and deportation.



The issues of refugees, migration and knife crimes have added to the sense of estrangement in the east. In addition, the attitudes, experiences and language bred over 40 years of East German sovereignty, passed down generation to generation, are for many a source of identity and pride.



A Country Within a Country



Even today the east remains virtually a country within a country, akin to Sicily in Italy, perhaps, or Flanders in Belgium.



There remains a strong feeling of having been mocked and colonized by West Germany after unification. There is also deep sympathy for Russia, rooted in persistent anti-Americanism, where Washington is still seen as dominating German foreign policy and leading the country astray.



The AfD wants to pull Germany out of the West, out of the European Union and NATO. Some of its election posters show the German and Russian flags commingled, with the slogan: "The East does it!" or "The East is rising!"




Election posters in a village outside Erfurt this month. The expected results are already causing much hand-wringing in Berlin about the future of German democracy.




The BSW says it wants to work within the European Union to improve it, and to ensure that NATO remains "a security union and not an alliance for war," as its leading candidate, Katja Wolf, said.



Both are openly national socialist parties, stressing German interests and economic help to pensioners and the unemployed, who feel victimized by the aid to migrants. And both are deeply sympathetic to Russian interests and oppose further military aid to Ukraine.



Those positions are resonating. Including The Left party, the inheritor of the Communist Party, parties on the far right and far left are expected to win up to 65 percent of the votes on Sunday, according to 
the most recent polls
 in Thuringia, more than 50 percent in Saxony and about 45 percent in Brandenburg. The AfD leads in all three states.



While the center is shrinking, not everyone is ready to embrace the fringe. Though he shared many of the same views as Ms. Wenske, the retiree, Jens Wickmann, an elevator technician with three children, said he would not vote for the AfD.



"I don't want 
Bjorn Hocke
," the AfD leader in Thuringia whom 
many consider a neo-Nazi,
 Mr. Wickmann, 56, said in the little town of Nohra. "It harms our country. We're not Nazis." Instead, he said, he will probably vote for the Christian Democratic Union, the center-right party that is second in the polls and is the main opposition party in Berlin.



Mr. Scholz's Social Democratic Party, by contrast, is expected to get only 6 percent of votes in both Thuringia and Saxony. It is possible that none of the parties in his coalition, which also includes the business-friendly Free Democrats as well as the Greens, will make it above the 5 percent needed to get into the state parliaments.



Why the East Is the East



The through-the-looking-glass nature of politics in the east has proved endlessly vexing to the leadership in Berlin, as well as to the mainstream parties that once dominated German politics. It has as much to do with history as with any of the problems Germany faces.



The burden of the past is everywhere in East Germany, but doubled. First there were the Nazis, which East Germany officially labeled a West German phenomenon. Then came the legacy of the German Democratic Republic, the former Soviet-occupied East Germany, which lasted 40 years and self-identified as antifascist and anti-Western.



Steffen Mau, a sociologist at Humboldt University, said the polls underscored his thesis that German unification has not produced assimilation but in fact has solidified lasting differences between western and eastern Germany.




The elections are expected to show the persistent divisions in politics and social attitudes between the west and east, where parties like the far-right Alternative for Germany have made deep inroads.




In an interview and a recent book, "Unequally United," he argues that "it was an illusion that unification would bring together two things artificially separated, because over 40 years two very different societies have developed, with very different social structures."



While western Germany is a middle-class society, the east, which lost many of its jobs soon after unification, is still relatively poor, with little accumulation of wealth, he said.



In the east, the Communist state and party and large state-owned enterprises prevented the growth of civil society, with little role for the churches or the trade unions.



"It all disappeared overnight, creating a vacuum, and right-wing actors like the AfD saw an opportunity, with a frustrated population that was homeless ideologically," Mr. Mau said.



Is the East the Future?



Even today, party affiliations are much weaker and more volatile in the east, with more votes on the extremes and fewer for traditional centrist parties.



That "may be a harbinger of Germany's future," said Thorsten Benner, director of the Global Public Policy Institute in Berlin.



The BSW is the wild card. Formed only in January by dissidents from The Left party, it does not have the same stigma among some voters as the AfD, which the domestic intelligence service considers to have many extremists in its ranks.



While the AfD may get the most votes in these elections, it is shunned by all of the other parties, which vow not to collaborate with it.



That is likely to render BSW, which is running third in all three states, a key coalition partner, presenting difficult choices for the Christian Democrats, who need a partner party in the east but have ruled out a coalition with the AfD or The Left.




An information booth for the Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance in Altenburg, Germany. The new party is a wild card that shares many of the stances of the AfD without facing the same stigma.




The C.D.U.'s lead candidate here, Mario Voigt, says the party is concentrating on topics like energy prices, education, health care and migration. "We want to frame the race around issues here that matter for the next five years and tell people not to fall into protest votes."



Mr. Voigt admits that he benefits from fears about Mr. Hocke, the AfD leader in Thuringia. But his party has already toughened up its line on illegal migration and is sounding softer on future aid to Ukraine, much as the federal government is.



The only realistic response to the extremist parties is to try to keep them small, said Daniela Schwarzer, a political scientist and board member of the Bertelsmann Foundation, a nonprofit institute devoted to civic participation. "The hope is to demystify them before they get into office" and contain them to the regional level, she said.



But success even at a regional level would be a big breakthrough for either the AfD or BSW, with the potential for normalizing a more extremist politics in the months to come.



Tatiana Firsova contributed reporting.
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Betty Halbreich, World's 'Most Famous Personal Shopper,' Dies at 96



She was a local New York secret before gaining wider renown as the dressing-room companion of rich, powerful women. A dark past lay beneath her savoir faire.




The personal shopper Betty Halbreich in 2014 in her office at Bergdorf Goodman. She began working there in 1976.




By Alex Traub


Aug 28, 2024


Betty Halbreich, considered by genuine and aspiring grandes dames to be fashion's leading personal shopper, who made the search for the right clothing a higher kind of quest -- one for dignity, standards and self-knowledge -- died on Saturday in Manhattan. She was 96.



Her death, in a hospital, was from cancer, her daughter, Kathy Halbreich, said.



Ms. Halbreich was revered by those in the know and anonymous to everyone else. It took expertise, and perhaps a bit of gumption, even just to find her. One would enter the imposing white marble building that the Bergdorf Goodman department store has occupied since the Jazz Age; stride past the crystal chandeliers of the lobby; navigate to a narrow, nondescript hallway on the third floor; and proceed to the end of it.



There lay Betty Halbreich's Solutions. It was a little cream-colored office with a stunning view of the Plaza Hotel and the Pulitzer Fountain but also possessing some characteristics of a diner. A board pasted with photographs of regulars included a picture of Lena Dunham; a plastic box on the desk containing an odd trinket, a gun made of chocolate, was a gift from Joan Rivers.




Ms. Halbreich in 2019 during New York Fashion Week. Her clients included Estee Lauder, Betty Ford, Dianne Feinstein, Lauren Bacall and Meryl Streep.




Ms. Halbreich dressed New York's matrons as well as debutantes, along with tycoons like 
Estee Lauder
, big shots' wives like the former first lady 
Betty Ford
, politicians like 
Dianne Feinstein
, and actresses like 
Lauren Bacall
 and Meryl Streep. She worked closely with the stylists of movies, including "Broadway Danny Rose" (1984) and "Sophie's Choice" (1982), and television shows, including the original "Gossip Girl" and "Sex and the City," for which a single episode could require spending hundreds of thousands of dollars on clothes.



In her 80s, Ms. Halbreich transformed from a local secret for the rich and famous into a national figure: She was "the breakout star" of the 2013 documentary "Scatter My Ashes at Bergdorf's," as The New York Times 
wrote
. The next year, her memoir, "I'll Drink to That: A Life in Style, With a Twist," was 
widely
 and 
positively
 reviewed.



New York magazine 
profiled
 her as "the most famous personal shopper in the world." The New Yorker titled its own 
profile
 more simply: "Ask Betty."



Ms. Halbreich brought a certain hauteur to her role as self-identified "clerk." She was a child of the staid German Jewish upper class. She lived in an eight-room, 12-closet Park Avenue apartment where the rent began, in 1947, at just $220. (She 
told
 The Times in 2013 that her landlord had been "very good to me.") Nevertheless, she discovered in middle age that she needed to work to support herself.



Anybody could book Ms. Halbreich's time free of charge and without being required to make a purchase. She worked on salary and not commission, which liberated her from the incentive to upsell.



"As soon as the process of shopping became a commercial transaction, as opposed to a creative endeavor, I chilled to the whole enterprise," she wrote in her memoir.




In her memoir, published in 2014, Ms. Halbreich chronicled dramas in Bergdorf Goodman's dressing rooms as well as in her personal life.




She was the rare salesperson to brag about persuading people not to buy something. In her memoir, she derided one client's wish for a Chanel jacket as "insecure and costly" and recounted pushing back on the idea until the woman dropped it.



People frequently called Ms. Halbreich blunt. "You have a very expensive figure," she once said to a client. "What is an expensive figure?" the client asked. "Too womanly to go jeune fille," Ms. Halbreich replied.



Not everyone enjoyed the zingers -- one "important buyer," The New Yorker wrote, labeled Ms. Halbreich "a curmudgeon" -- but her office nevertheless raked in annual sales of two to three million dollars, and it attracted frequent visits from designers like Isaac Mizrahi and Michael Kors.



Her days always began with her "walking the store," as she put it, scrutinizing each of Bergdorf's seven floors of merchandise. In her memoir and in interviews, she enumerated ironclad rules:




Ms. Halbreich in 2014 at Bergdorf Goodman. New York magazine called her "the most famous personal shopper in the world."




Ms. Halbreich generally insisted on being in the dressing room with her clients. Intimacy was the goal. When a client put something on, instead of looking in the mirror, she looked at Ms. Halbreich. In such moments, Ms. Halbreich wrote in her memoir, she could discern a woman's "deep desires."



One client muttered about husbands and their young girlfriends. Ms. Halbreich found clothes that made her look youthful and feminine. Some women confided that their husbands were dying. Ms. Halbreich found them special tabs that could be attached to zippers so that they would be able one day to get into dresses by themselves.



"Halbreich counsels powerful women at their most vulnerable moments," The Los Angeles Times 
wrote
 in 2013.



Betty Ann Samuels was born in Chicago on Nov. 17, 1927. Her father, Morton Samuels, and her mother, Carol Freshman, quickly divorced. She was raised by her stepfather, Harry Stoll, who was president of the Chicago department store Mandel Brothers. Betty and her mother took his name.



Betty's mother was known for her hats: In the snowy month of December, she wore a cloche covered in cherries. Betty, an only child, spent much of her girlhood alone in closets playing dress-up.



After Mr. Stoll died, Ms. Stoll opened a beloved Chicago bookstore.



Betty's tenure at Colorado College ended after a devastating breakup. While visiting a Miami resort with her family, she was introduced to the hotelier's son. He was six feet tall, athletic and sun-tanned. He drove a blue convertible with red leather seats. Betty thought he was the best-looking human being she had ever seen.



His name was Sonny Halbreich. They married in 1947, when Betty was 19, and moved to Manhattan.



Mr. Halbreich knew the secret entrance to use and which palms to grease to get a front table at the Copacabana. Ms. Halbreich spent much of her time setting the table for dinner parties.



Her husband, she soon learned, felt no compunction about flirting with other women right in front of her. Evidence of his affairs prompted her to pursue affairs of her own. She berated him; he responded with silence. She consoled herself by using his money to buy unaffordably beautiful clothes. He drank.



After Mr. Halbreich moved out, Ms. Halbreich slit her wrist -- just a "brushstroke," she wrote in her memoir -- and was committed to a psychiatric hospital. She hoped Mr. Halbreich would "feel sorry" and come back. The plan did not work. Instead, she began seeing a therapist.



Friends set her up with jobs in fashion retail. She learned from a gentlemanly sales associate that it was possible to be honest and successful at the same time. One day, in 1976, she ran into a friend who was with Ira Neimark, Bergdorf's chief executive; he soon hired her as a saleswoman.



Though she avoided the cash register (she did not, she realized, like making sales), Ms. Halbreich found another sort of calling. "I just stood there and told people how to dress," she 
told
 Women's Wear Daily in 2014.



She asked Mr. Neimark if she could build a department around what she called "individual help." After she passed a test run with the socialite 
Babe Paley
, Mr. Neimark approved the idea.




Ms. Halbreich in 2013 in her Park Avenue apartment, where she had lived since 1947.




In her 60s, she met Jim Dipple, who became her companion. He helped her ask for a raise and save for retirement. Yet, she wrote, Mr. Halbreich remained the love of her life. They never divorced.



Mr. Halbreich died in 2004, and Mr. Dipple died several years later. In addition to her daughter, Ms. Halbreich is survived by her son, John, and three grandchildren. She lived in her Park Avenue apartment until her death.



Ms. Halbreich worked consistently until May and never retired. A new book, "No One Has Seen It All: Lessons for Living Well From Nearly a Century of Good Taste," is to be published in April, with a foreword by Lena Dunham.



Ms. Halbreich's years as an unhappy shopaholic left her with a knowing attitude about the place of clothes in a woman's life.



"The displacement of love, affection and attention onto a pair of shoes or a dress has built an entire industry," she wrote. "Like all good defenses, however, they are best used in moderation and only when one understands a little of the motivations that lurk beneath the surface."
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As rockets and missiles streaked across Lebanese and Israeli skies on Sunday, the moment people across the region lived in fear of seemed as if it might have arrived: all-out war.



But very quickly, Israel and the Lebanese militia Hezbollah wrapped up their exchange, with both claiming victory and signaling that the fighting -- for now, at least -- was done.



That ambiguous result, however, revealed something: Neither Hezbollah nor its regional patron, Iran, has found a better way to respond to embarrassing Israeli strikes in a way that could both warn Israel off another attack, yet not provoke an even bigger war that could be devastating for them.



Iran's response -- if it comes -- remains an unknown, and Tehran could still choose a course of action that regional observers have not predicted. But Hezbollah's choice to stick to a limited attack is an option some regional experts now think may reflect plans from Iran, as it considers how to settle its own score with Israel.



"The Iranians keep dropping hints about striking a target with precision," said Mohammed Ali Shabani, an Iran analyst and editor of an independent regional website, Amwaj.media. "Precision and proportion is now key to how we look at this."



Just a few weeks ago, the region was -- once again -- in an extraordinarily precarious position, months after Israel launched its deadly Gaza war in response to the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attacks.



The latest round of Middle East brinkmanship began last month, when Israel blamed Hezbollah for a rocket that struck a soccer field and killed children in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. Hezbollah denied responsibility. 



Then Israel launched a retributive escalation that quickly set the entire region on edge.



On July 30, Israel struck Lebanon's capital, Beirut, to kill one of Hezbollah's top commanders, Fuad Shukr. Hours later, an explosion killed Hamas's top political leader, Ismail Haniyeh, in Tehran, where he was attending the inauguration of Iran's new president.




Hamas and Hezbollah supporters paying tribute to the Hamas leader, Ismail Haniyeh, and Mr. Shukr this month in Saida, Lebanon.




The Haniyeh assassination, which both Hamas and Iran blame on Israel, was an extreme provocation for Iran's leaders.



"If Israel can get away with killing Iranian allies in the middle of Tehran, there is no safe haven for Iranian leadership anywhere. That signal of weakness to opponents, at home and abroad, is intolerable for Iranian leaders," said Ali Vaez, the Iran project director at the International Crisis Group. "Their dilemma was that there is no way that objective can be achieved at a low cost, and many ways in which it can backfire."



Yet not responding, he said, is as much an existential threat as the risks of retaliation.



Part of what complicated any response for Iran was that it had already flexed its military muscle in response to an apparent Israeli strike in April that successfully targeted its embassy compound in Damascus, Syria. Back then, Tehran responded by firing a barrage of over 300 missiles and armed drones at Israel -- but appeared to telegraph that attack well in advance, offering Israel and the United States an opportunity to prepare air defenses and down nearly everything that was fired.



For weeks, the concern among regional leaders and experts was less that Iran and Hezbollah wanted war, and more that their best option for a dramatic retaliation was deploying a coordinated regional show of force with other Iran-backed militant groups in Yemen and Iraq. Such a move could have resulted in a far less predictable outcome than intended by those who would have carried it out -- such as hitting a site with a large number of civilians, which would have spurred Israel to jump further up the escalation ladder.



Hezbollah, which has been branded a terrorist group by Washington and is the most powerful militia supported by Iran, would have been critical to any such coordinated response.



Hezbollah's move to act first and alone signals that option was likely ruled out, regional experts said. Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, said in a speech after Sunday's attack that "people can take a breath and relax."



For Hezbollah, risking all-out war had a high political cost: With Lebanon still reeling from a devastating economic crisis and a yearslong political vacuum, it faces intense pressure from other segments of society not to drag the country deeper into crisis. And tens of thousands of Hezbollah's own supporters in southern Lebanon have been driven from their homes by near-daily Israeli strikes.




Beirut during a blackout in 2021. An economic crisis has gripped Lebanon since 2019, leaving shortages of food, fuel and medicine.




Hezbollah's critics mocked the response, sharing photos of Israeli firefighters extinguishing a fire at a chicken farm that was struck. "Sayyed Hassan has set a new equation for the Zionist enemy: We will respond to the killing of every Hezbollah fighter with the killing of a chicken," one Twitter account 
posted,
 referring to Mr. Nasrallah.



Regardless of how Hezbollah's response is assessed in Tehran, regional diplomats pointed to several recent comments by Iranian leaders, released shortly before and after Hezbollah's strikes, that hint at an impending, but probably targeted and limited, retaliation.



Last week, when Hossein Salami, the commander in chief of the Revolutionary Guards Corps, visited pilgrims who were chanting slogans to avenge Mr. Haniyeh's death, he replied, "You will hear good news about revenge, God willing."



Shortly after Hezbollah's strikes, Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, told students at a gathering that a response "does not always mean taking up arms; rather, it means thinking correctly, speaking properly, understanding things accurately and striking the target with precision."



Experts say, however, that these recent comments hint that Iran's response will look less like what it did in April -- though that cannot be ruled out -- and more like a targeted attack. 




Hossein Salami, the commander in chief of the Revolutionary Guards Corps, during the inauguration ceremony of President Masoud Pezeshkian last month.




Tehran's main calculation is finding a response that does not risk pulling in the United States, whose warships have deployed around the region.



"The Iranians got cold feet," said Gen. Kenneth F. McKenzie Jr., the former head of the Pentagon's Central Command, which oversees Middle East operations. General McKenzie said that Iran would possibly retaliate  by striking "a soft target" -- one not heavily protected -- such as an embassy or other facility in Europe, Africa or South America.



And Iranian leaders are also likely to delay any response as long as talks are ongoing to broker a cease-fire in the Gaza Strip, some U.S. officials said.



Some regional experts also pointed to intense diplomatic efforts over the prospect of negotiations on lifting sanctions.



"Iran is very pragmatic and of course has been wondering how to capitalize on this" effort by Western diplomats, 
Maha Yahya
, director of the Carnegie Middle East Center in Beirut, said in an interview.



Mr. Khamenei, in comments viewed as underscoring a desire to renew talks with the West, said on Tuesday 
that there was "no barrier" to renewing negotiations over Iran's nuclear program
.




Mr. Pezeshkian in Tehran this month.




Mr. Shabani, the Iran analyst, said that by showing pragmatism and regularly projecting their thinking in advance, both Mr. Nasrallah and Mr. Khamenei may ironically have dulled their main edge against a nation far superior in intelligence prowess and military might.



"The problem for both Khamenei and Nasrallah is that the Israelis know they are logical now," he said. "When you give away that you are not so unpredictable, it contributes to Israel's escalation dominance."



Some regional diplomats, however, acknowledge that even as Hezbollah and Iran look weaker today, there are ways in which Iran and its allies have already imposed a heavier toll on Israel.



By appearing to signal they have let the Gaza cease-fire negotiations take precedence -- talks widely seen as being stymied by Mr. Netanyahu -- they could find an opportunity to erode relations between Israel and its Western allies, diplomats warned. Like the Lebanese in the south, Israel's own citizens, too, are unable to return home -- and are growing increasingly frustrated with their government.



"For 75 years, we were the ones being displaced and the Israelis remained in their colonies," Mr. Nasrallah told his followers last month. "Our homes were demolished, their colonies remained; our factories were burned, and their factories remained. Now, that has all changed."



Hwaida Saad
 contributed reporting from Beirut and 
Eric Schmitt
 from Washington.
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Can Tech Executives Be Held Responsible for What Happens on Their Platforms?



The arrest of Pavel Durov, Telegram's founder, as part of an investigation into illicit activities on the messaging app set off worries about the personal liability of tech executives.




Regulators and lawmakers are increasingly considering when to hold tech leaders directly responsible for the activities on their services, a shift punctuated by the arrest of Telegram's founder, Pavel Durov. 




By Adam Satariano and Cecilia Kang


Aug 28, 2024


This month, 
X closed its Brazil operations
 after one of its executives was threatened with arrest for not taking down certain content. Last year, Changpeng Zhao, the founder of Binance, 
pleaded guilty to federal money-laundering violations
 that took place on his cryptocurrency platform. In 2021, Twitter executives 
in India
 faced arrest over posts that the government wanted removed from the site.



And on Saturday, 
Pavel Durov
, who founded the online communications tool Telegram, was arrested in France as part of 
an investigation
 into the platform's complicity in crimes including possession and distribution of child sexual abuse imagery.



For years, internet company executives rarely faced personal liability in Western democracies for what took place on their platforms. But as law enforcement agencies, regulators and policymakers ramp up scrutiny of online platforms and exchanges, they are increasingly considering when to hold company leaders directly responsible.



That shift was punctuated by Mr. Durov's arrest over the weekend, raising questions over whether tech executives like Meta's Mark Zuckerberg also risk being arrested when they next set foot on European soil.



For now, tech executives have little to fear, with cases like Mr. Durov's likely to be outliers, experts said. Historically, companies have been held responsible for a platform's transgressions, rather than individuals. And legally, the bar is high in the United States and Europe to prosecute individuals for activities at their companies, especially with U.S. laws like 
Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act
, which protects internet platforms from being responsible for harmful speech.



But the threshold for holding executives liable for what takes place on their sites is lowering in specific areas, particularly child safety, said TJ McIntyre[?], an associate professor at University College Dublin's School of Law.



Last year, Britain passed an online safety law that can hold tech leaders personally responsible if their company is made aware of content that risks child safety and systematically fails to remove it. Even Section 230 doesn't apply to some forms of outlawed speech, such as child sexual abuse.



"There's a 30-year arc here," Mr. McIntyre said. Since the 1990s, he said, tech executives have not typically been held responsible for what users did on their platforms, though that approach is now being questioned by those who want stronger accountability.



Mr. Durov, 39, has not been formally charged with any offenses and could remain in the custody of French authorities through Wednesday. While French authorities have provided few specifics, he faces a raft of potential charges related to activities on Telegram, including child sexual abuse material, drug trafficking, fraud, money laundering, abetting criminal transactions and refusing to cooperate with law enforcement.



Mr. Durov made himself a target with an anti-authority ethos that governments should not restrict what people say and do online except in rare instances, experts said. Unlike Meta, Google and other online platforms that typically comply with government orders, Telegram was also called out by French authorities for failing to cooperate with law enforcement. 



After Mr. Durov's arrest, Telegram 
said
 that it abided by E.U. laws and that it was "absurd to claim that a platform or its owner are responsible for abuse of that platform."



Tech companies are paying close attention to the legal liability that their executives may face. This year, Meta successfully fought to have Mr. Zuckerberg, its chief executive, removed as a named defendant in a lawsuit brought by New Mexico's attorney general against the company for child protection failures.



In China, Russia and other authoritarian countries, U.S. tech companies have sometimes pulled out their employees to prevent them from being arrested. The concern is employees will be used as leverage to force companies to do things like remove content unfavorable to the government.



Previously, only a few notable cases surfaced in which tech executives were seen as potentially liable for activities that took place on their services. In 1998, Felix Somm, a former executive at 
CompuServe
, an online services company, was given a suspended two-year sentence in Germany for complicity in the proliferation of pornography on the internet. He was later acquitted. In 2002, Timothy Koogle, a former chief executive of Yahoo, 
faced charges
 in France for the sale of Nazi memorabilia on the website. He was also later acquitted.



In 2012, 
Kim Dotcom
, the founder of Megaupload, was arrested by U.S. authorities for copyright infringement related to his website. 
Ross W. Ulbricht
, the creator of the Silk Road online black market, was convicted in the United States for facilitating illicit drug sales in 2015. In 2016, 
Brazil briefly imprisoned a Facebook executive
 for failing to turn over WhatsApp messaging data in a drug trafficking investigation.



These instances were capped over the weekend by Mr. Durov's arrest.



One challenge for prosecutors and law enforcement agencies is proving a tech executive had knowledge of illegal activity on their platforms and did not try to curb the harms, said Daphne Keller, a professor of internet law at Stanford University Law School.



That's difficult to demonstrate, since TikTok, YouTube, Snap and Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, have worked to take down and report illegal content to law enforcement officials, so their executives can argue they tried to do the right thing.



"Knowledge is the key issue here," said Ms. Keller, a former lawyer for Google. "It's the usual trigger for anyone losing immunity."



Still, the risk of prosecution is needed to force tech companies to act, said Bruce Daisley, who was a vice president at Twitter before 
Elon Musk bought the site in 2022
 and renamed it X.



"That threat of personal sanction is much more effective on executives than the risk of corporate fines," Mr. Daisley 
wrote
 recently in The Guardian.



Mr. Musk, who takes a hands-off approach to policing content on X, may be putting himself at particular risk just like Mr. Durov, said Kate Klonick, an associate professor at St. John's Law School who is researching E.U. regulation of online platforms.



"If I was a betting person, I would say that there will be a day that Elon Musk is on trial or be in prison in some country because of his refusal and his thumbing the nose at the rule of law," she said.



Mr. Musk did not respond to a request for comment, but that prospect appears to be on his mind, too. The tech mogul, who has declared Mr. Durov's arrest an affront to free expression, posted on X on Saturday: "POV: It's 2030 in Europe and you're being executed for liking a meme."
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When newcomers to Canada, the Italian couple had discovered along Quebec's country roads the joys of the casse-croutes, the food shacks that lie dormant in the frozen landscape during winter and then burst to life during the all-too-short warm months.



And so on a recent afternoon, the couple, Marta Grasso and Andrea La Monaca, sat side by side at a picnic table at one of these shacks, La Molliere, a lobster roll before him and a shrimp roll for her. A large blue sky spread out behind the casse-croute, built on a promontory over the Gulf of St. Lawrence.



"You can taste the sea," Ms. Grasso said. "We are from Sicily, so we are used to good, fresh seafood."



The most famous menu item of Quebec's casse-croutes
 
-- the dish of French fries layered with cheese curds and gravy known as poutine -- has become known far beyond this French-speaking province's borders, with restaurants 
as far afield as Seoul
 specializing in the dish.



But what about the funny-sounding pogo? Or a pinceau, sometimes spelled pinso? And the guedille, whose etymology remains obscure, even though it's a staple of casse-croutes?



Ms. Grasso, who now calls Montreal home, was mystified when she first encountered a guedille -- a sandwich consisting of a split-top hot-dog bun stuffed with seafood salad, meat or whatever is handy -- on a trip three years ago. She was immediately hooked.



Her mother also became a fan during a visit from Italy last year. "She wanted to go eat a guedille every day," Ms. Grasso said.



Casse-croutes can be found everywhere across Quebec, many open year round.



But in far-flung areas of the vast province -- as in the small towns along the St. Lawrence River or on the Gaspe Peninsula some 600 miles northeast of Montreal -- they are typically mom-and-pop operations that open and close with the seasons. The menus, displayed on the exterior walls, offer American-style fast food but with a French Canadian reinterpretation.



"Casse-croutes are summer," said Nicole Boulay, a local resident who was eating poutine at La Molliere, in Cap-des-Rosiers, a village that is part of the city of Gaspe. "Winters here are really long."




The daytime line outside La Molliere.





Melanie Grandmont, the co-owner of La Molliere, showing a menu to a group of young customers during the evening rush.




Melanie Grandmont and Pascal Noel bought La Molliere shortly after getting married in 2011, turning what had been an ice cream shop into a full-fledge casse-croute. They kept the establishment's name, which referred to its old-fashioned ice cream.



"It's not written the same way, but it's also a reference to Moliere," Mr. Noel said of the 17th-century French playwright, adding, perhaps with an overabundance of caution of what customers can expect: "We have nothing to do with Moliere."



The couple are hardly miserly in their use of local products. The strawberries and raspberries on their sundaes came from their gardens. Mr. Noel made sure to secure a steady supply of local shrimp, the small but tasty Nordic kind, whose population has dwindled with the St. Lawrence's warming waters.



One winter, the couple came to install a new dishwasher in the shack. But a wall of snow in front blocked the entrance.



"We came back in the spring," Ms. Grandmont said.



La Molliere stirs back to life in May. The owners spend the next five months in a trailer behind the casse-croute, no days off.



Each casse-croute boasts of, it seems, its own secret sauce, and the trailer is also where they safeguard the ingredients of their highly classified poutine sauce -- a mix of barbecue sauce with ketchup, the recipe for which was handed down by his octogenarian grandfather.



"I prepare it in secret every morning," Ms. Grandmont said. "I bring over the ingredients to the restaurant and then hide them back in the trailer. The recipe's in my head."



Every casse-croute purports to offer something unique, which is part of the restaurants' charm, Mr. Noel said.




Ms. Grandmont and Pascal Noel live in a trailer behind La Molliere, their casse-croute, during the busy summer season.





The road to La Molliere runs along the water, through the quaint village of Cap-des-Rosiers.




Casse-croutes are "time travel machines" in the history of Quebec and the lives of its people, according to "
Moutarde Chou
," a book on the establishments.



Quebec's casse-croutes first flourished amid the growing prosperity after World War II, said Gwenaelle Reyt, an expert on the history of food in Quebec at the Universite du Quebec a Montreal.



"Casse-croutes emerged with the boom in cars and tourism in Quebec," Ms. Reyt said.



Although casse-croutes became a Quebec institution, the influence on them of American fast food and car culture was strong. Burgers and hot dogs became indispensable items.



"The casse-croutes offered dishes that we never made at home," said 
Michel Lambert
, an author of several books on the history of family cooking in Quebec who worked at a casse-croute as a teenager in the 1950s. "That's why they were considered exotic."



Over the decades, dishes were reinvented and reimagined inside the modest shacks. Sometimes the transformations seemed more linguistic than culinary. Isn't a pogo really a corn dog after all? And a 
guedille au homard 
is pretty similar to a Maine lobster roll, though it could be argued that the various mutations of the guedille have made it as Quebecois as poutine.



At one point, Mr. Lambert researched the sandwich's etymology.



"I never found the origins of the word guedille," he said. "I don't know whether it's French or Indigenous. Maybe one day we'll find a historical link to one man."



At Chez Cathy, a casse-croute in Riviere-au-Renard, another village in Gaspe city, you can get a pinso, a reinterpretation of the club sandwich. Instead of chicken, it contains ground beef patties.



"It's one of our popular items," said Mario Noel, who along with his two sons owns Chez Cathy.




Mario Noel, center, is the co-owner of Chez Cathy, along with his sons, Simon, left, and Jean-Michel.





Johanne Plourde, who worked at Chez Cathy when she was 12, receiving her poutine order outside the restaurant.




The casse-croute began offering the sandwich under its longtime previous owner, whose daughter was named Cathy.



"Now many other places offer it," though elsewhere it was usually spelled "pinceau," said Mr. Noel, who is not related to his namesake at La Molliere.



When Mr. Noel bought Chez Cathy in 2019, the deal included a secret sauce dating back to the 1960s, as well as the restaurant's pinso and its top-selling guedilles.



Chez Cathy's poutine had a rocky start a couple of decades ago.



"In the beginning, they used Kraft cheese instead of cheese curds," said Danielle Samuel, who has worked at Chez Cathy for 41 years. She shook her head.



By noon on most days, the parking lot at Chez Cathy is filled, but not all the customers were exiting their vehicles; it's one of the few places that still serve customers by the side of their cars.



For the past nine seasons, Nathalie Dufresne has flitted from car to car, taking orders and returning with food on trays that are hung on the windows.




Nathalie Dufresne, a waitress at Chez Cathy for nine years, serving a family of longtime customers in their car, using a tray that can be hung on their window.





Ms. Dufresne with customers outside Chez Cathy.




"The locals stay in their cars, but the tourists get out and come order at the window," Ms. Dufresne said.



"A car!" Ms. Samuel alerted Ms. Dufresne, spotting the day's first customer, though it was still morning, as the waitress sprinted outside.



It was Dave Mainville's day off from his job as an electromechanical technician, and he wanted to spoil himself by starting the day with his favorite, a poutine from Chez Cathy. He had been coming for years and so had his mother, with whom he was planning to share the dish.



"Casse-croutes are open only a short season, so you want to come as often as you can," Mr. Mainville said. "You know you won't be able to get a poutine at Cathy's in the month of December."




The sign outside Chez Cathy boasts of homemade fries ("Frites maison") and a drive-in service ("Service au volant").
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For Russia, Repelling Incursion Matters Less Than Advancing in Donbas



Despite its overwhelming firepower, Russia has been unable for weeks to push Ukrainian troops back across the border, with the failure as much the result of priorities as a lack of personnel.




A woman about to board an evacuation train in Pokrovsk, Ukraine, on Tuesday. The advance on the city by Russian forces has not been slowed by the Kursk incursion.




By Lara Jakes and Eric Schmitt


Aug 28, 2024


The barrage of airstrikes that Russia launched against Ukraine over the past two days, with hundreds of drones and missiles, provided punishing evidence of Moscow's enduring military might.



Yet for all that firepower, Russia is still struggling to reclaim a small patch of territory in its Kursk region that Ukraine seized earlier this month. And on Tuesday, its military 
faced attempts
 by Kyiv's forces to break into the Belgorod region of Russia.



Precisely why Russia has so far failed to repel the biggest foreign incursion into its country since World War II appears to be not just a matter of personnel and lack of battlefield intelligence, but also of priorities, according to Western officials and military experts.



While caught off guard by the offensive into Kursk, Russia remains more intent on capturing Pokrovsk, a city that serves as a key logistics hub in Ukraine's eastern Donbas region, and its leaders have been reluctant to pull troops from that front, the Western officials and military experts said.



"The aim of the Russian summer offensive is at least to take possession of Pokrovsk," said Col. Markus Reisner, who oversees force development at Austria's main military training academy and closely follows the war in Ukraine.




The covered body of a dead Russian soldier at a Russian border post destroyed by Ukrainian forces during their incursion.




In the three weeks since the Kursk invasion, officials say that Russia's slow but steady gains near Pokrovsk have, if anything, picked up.



As Russian troops continue to advance toward Pokrovsk, "any weakening of the Russian momentum caused by any redeployment is not discernible," Colonel Reisner said.



Even so, Moscow has begun to respond in Kursk, recently moving in thousands of its forces and threatening to retaliate.



The Ukrainian incursion has "had a shocking effect on the Russians," Christopher G. Cavoli, a U.S. Army general and NATO's top military commander, said in remarks to the Council on Foreign Relations on Aug. 15.



But, he added: "That won't persist forever. They'll gather themselves together and react accordingly."



Russia's slow start in Kursk



Officials and experts said the Russian forces in Kursk had neither the numbers nor the experience to mount a quick defense when Ukraine's troops blitzed over the border on Aug. 6. Those who fought did not have enough weapons or other equipment to counter the Ukrainians.



Intelligence provided by Western allies gave Ukraine a clearer picture of where Russian troops were located in the region, helping them to decide what could be captured without much resistance, said Nikolai Sokov, a former Russian and Soviet diplomat who is now a senior fellow at the Vienna Center for Disarmament and Non-Proliferation in Austria.




Displaced Russians registering at the Kursk Government Circus, where they can receive humanitarian aid and temporary accommodation.




And it wasn't initially obvious who was in charge of the Russian response. As of now, it's the F.S.B. -- Russia's security agency and the successor to the K.G.B. -- that is tasked with leading the response, not the Russian military's general staff, which is in charge in eastern Ukraine.



"With no clear commander, the Russian forces are more reactive and remain on their back feet, which has allowed the Ukrainians to expand their bridgehead," said Ralph F. Goff, a former senior C.I.A. official who served in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union.



To date, Ukrainian forces control about 100 settlements in the Kursk region and have captured nearly 600 Russian troops, Gen. Oleksandr Syrskyi, Ukraine's top military commander, said Tuesday. Those numbers could not be independently verified.



A recent ramp-up



But Russia now appears to be planning for a longer-term border confrontation with Ukraine, according to an analysis by the defense intelligence firm Janes. Moscow's response, the analysis concluded, has been "somewhat slow, but is nevertheless methodical and thorough."



Russia has deployed attack helicopters to Kursk and recently increased its artillery strikes against Ukrainian troops there, said Mr. Sokov, the ex-diplomat.



On Tuesday, Russia's Defense Ministry said that 400 Ukrainian soldiers had been killed and that 30 pieces of Ukrainian military equipment had been destroyed in Kursk over the previous 24 hours. That assertion also could not be independently verified, but General Syrskyi, the Ukrainian commander, separately acknowledged that Russia so far has deployed 30,000 troops to the region and is sending more every day.




Ukrainian Red Cross workers assisting in the evacuation of a woman from a village near the Russian border, in the Sumy region Ukraine, on Friday.




Russia has deployed mostly reserve units and troops from areas in southern and northeastern Ukraine that are not part of Moscow's main thrust toward Pokrovsk.
 
American officials assess
 that Russia needs at least 50,000 troops to push Ukrainian forces out of Kursk.



But already, Colonel Reisner said, the Russian reinforcements have "slowed, noticeably" Ukraine's momentum in the region. And it appears that Moscow has calculated that diverting enough resources to fully repel the incursion from a tactically insignificant area would not be the best use of its military power -- especially as it compels Ukraine to expend its own assets to hold the territory it has taken.



"If you throw everything you've got to Kursk, then you are playing the Ukrainian game," Mr. Sokov said. 



The risks of collateral damage



With its intense bombardment of Ukraine this week, Russia has demonstrated that it has more than enough attack drones and missiles to devastate Ukrainian troops on its territory -- assuming Moscow now has the intelligence to ascertain where they are.



But Mr. Sokov said Moscow may be mindful of harming its own citizens with a scorched-earth response in Kursk. "If you can, you might actually want to be a bit more selective about your targets," he said.



There is also the specter of an accident at the Kursk nuclear power plant, located about 25 miles from the fighting. Operations at the plant are still active, even though it has no protective dome and is therefore "extremely exposed and fragile," Rafael Mariano Grossi, the head of the United Nations' atomic agency, said after a 
visit there on Tuesday
.



Mr. Grossi said he was shown fragments of a drone that Russia has claimed tried to attack the plant, although he did not assign blame or responsibility. But if the nuclear reactor was hit, "the consequences could be extremely serious," 
he said
.



It is possible Ukraine is holding back some of its firepower in case it decides to launch a second surprise attack. Some Russian military bloggers have urged Moscow against sending major reinforcements to Kursk that could leave Russia vulnerable elsewhere, said Dara Massicot, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace in Washington.



The Russian airstrikes that rained down across Ukraine this week likely sought, in part, to divert global attention from the embarrassment of the incursion in Kursk, Colonel Reisner said.



But the Kremlin has made clear the incursion will not be without consequences.



"Such hostile actions cannot remain without an appropriate response," Dmitry S. Peskov, the Kremlin's spokesman told reporters on Monday. "There will definitely be a response."




Ukrainian service personnel use a searchlight to look for Russian drones in the sky above Kyiv, on Tuesday.




Lara Jakes
 reported from Rome and 
Eric Schmitt
 from Washington.
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Canada's Wildfires Were a Top Global Emitter Last Year, Study Says



The blazes produced more planet-warming carbon than almost any country, researchers found. That could upend key calculations on the pace of global warming.




Near Flin Flon, Manitoba, in May. High temperatures fueled blazes that burned for months.




By Manuela Andreoni


Aug 28, 2024


The wildfires that ravaged Canada's boreal forests in 2023 produced more planet-warming carbon emissions than the burning of fossil fuels in all but three countries, research published on Wednesday has found.



Only China, the United States and India produced more emissions from fossil fuels than the Canadian fires, according to the study, which was 
published in the journal Nature
.



The wildfires last year call into question how much carbon the forests will absorb in the future, scientists said. That, in turn, may make it necessary to reconsider calculations of how much more greenhouse gas humans can add to the atmosphere without pushing temperatures beyond current global targets.



The most ambitious limit set in the 2015 Paris Agreement was 1.5 degrees Celsius, or 2.7 Fahrenheit, above preindustrial times. Beyond that threshold, scientist say, it will be increasingly difficult for humans to adapt to a hotter planet.



The boreal forests have historically helped to slow climate change by storing carbon as trees grow rather than adding carbon dioxide to the atmosphere. While the hot and dry weather that fueled the fires in Canada last year was extraordinary when compared with historical records, climate projections suggest it will become common in the 2050s if the world continues on the current trajectory of global warming.



"This brings up a lot of concerns about whether these fires will happen more frequently," said Brendan Byrne, a carbon cycle scientist at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, Calif., and one of the authors of the study. "That could potentially have a big impact on the ability of these forests to store carbon."



This year's fires, while 
bigger than average
, have so far not been as destructive as last year's, as some scientists had feared.



The hot and dry weather that fueled the 2023 fires was extraordinary in several ways. A separate study 
published in the journal Nature
 last week documented how exceptional weather patterns, such as early snow melt and so-called flash droughts, converged to fuel blazes that burned around 15 million hectares, an area almost the size of Florida, more than seven times the historical average.



Canada has been warming at about twice the global rate, and last summer's extreme temperatures were behind much of the exceptional weather patterns that fueled fires. The average temperature in the country between May and October last year was 2.2 degrees Celsius, or roughly 4 degrees Fahrenheit, above what was normal in the previous 30 years.



The high temperatures fueled blazes that kept burning for months, many from April to October without respite, as well as so-called overwintering fires, those that can burn underground for several years.



"This idea of multiyear fires, they were kind of fairly anecdotal in the past," said Marc-Andre Parisien, a senior researcher at the Canadian Forest Service and an author of the latest study. But now, he said, researchers are seeing their potential to cause big damage.



Though 2023 started with levels of soil moisture that were almost normal for the time of year, extreme temperatures rapidly dried the ground in what researchers are calling a flash drought. An example, Dr. Parisien said, were forests in Quebec, where scientists last year documented the 
biggest fire scar
 ever in Canada, 1.2 million hectares, roughly the size of Connecticut.



"These so-called flash droughts can really change things rapidly," he said. "It dried up real quick, real quick, and then you had lightning at the absolute worst time imaginable."



Forests absorb about a quarter of global carbon emissions. But ecosystems are changing in ways scientists are still working to understand. Parts of the boreal forests in Canada are 
not regrowing after fires
 as they have in the past, partly because blazes burn trees so frequently and intensely.



The 2023 fires have the potential to cause extensive regeneration failure in Canada's boreal forests because blazes engulfed large areas of young forest. Last year, for instance, a total area of forest the size of the Netherlands burned for at least the second time in 50 years, according to an analysis by Natural Resources Canada, a federal government department. Some other areas burned for the second time in 10 or 20 years.



"That's really surprising because those young forests don't burn very frequently because they have very little fuel," said Ellen Whitman, a fire researcher at the Canadian Forest Service and an author of last week's Nature study on the causes of the 2023 fires. That, she said, "is a major concern for me in terms of how that landscape will recover after fire."



Researchers are now measuring how the fires affected the forest's ability to store carbon in an effort to improve the global models that forecast how climate change will affect the planet. It will be a challenge, said Dr. Byrne, the NASA scientist. "You just walk through a forest, it's very hard to turn that into just a few equations in a model," he said.



But right now, the models are missing extreme fires like the ones in Canada in 2023, he said, and that "limits our ability to predict the future."
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Supreme Court, for Now, Keeps Block on Revamped Biden Student Debt Plan



The new plan was part of a piecemeal approach to student debt after the justices rejected a proposal last year that would have canceled more than $400 billion in loans.




The Supreme Court's decision keeps millions of borrowers enrolled in a new plan in limbo.




By Adam Liptak and Abbie VanSickle


Aug 28, 2024


The Supreme Court on Wednesday maintained a temporary pause on a new effort by President Biden to wipe out tens and perhaps hundreds of billions of dollars of student debt.



The plan was part of the president's piecemeal approach to forgiving student debt after 
the Supreme Court rejected
 a more ambitious proposal 
last year
 that would have canceled more than $400 billion in loans. Mr. Biden has instead pursued more limited measures directed at certain types of borrowers, including people on disability and public service workers, and refined existing programs.



The Supreme Court's order leaves in limbo millions of borrowers enrolled in the Biden administration's SAVE program, which ties monthly payments to household size and earnings. The plan was upended by an appeals court decision last month.



The justices' order, in response to an emergency application by the Biden administration, was one of two related to the program released on Wednesday. The brief order did not give reasons, which is typical, and no public dissents were noted.



The decision is the latest blow to the Biden administration's debt-relief efforts, which Republican-led states have repeatedly challenged.



The justices' order focused on a lawsuit that had reached the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, in St. Louis. In mid-July, the appeals court 
issued a broad hold
 on the program, granting a request by a group of Republican-led states to pause the plan while the courts considered the merits of the case.



That case could soon make its way back to the justices, who had indicated that they expected the lower court to act swiftly on the matter.



A White House spokesperson said the Biden administration would continue to defend its debt-relief plan in court.



"We won't stop fighting against Republican elected officials' efforts to raise costs on millions of their own constituents' student loan payments," the spokesperson, Angelo Fernandez Hernandez, said.



The Biden administration had argued that the new program was authorized by a 1993 law that allowed the secretary of education to fashion "income-contingent repayment" plans based on the borrower's annual earnings.



Over the years, the secretary has invoked the law several times to relax repayment requirements. The latest plan, the subject of the Supreme Court's order, was the most generous under that law.



The plan reduced the required payments for undergraduate loans to 5 percent from 10 percent of the borrower's discretionary income, and it redefined discretionary income so that people making less than 225 percent of the poverty line pay nothing. Loans of $12,000 or less would be canceled after 10 years -- down from 20 or 25 years -- so long as the borrower made payments if required to do so.



The Saving on a Valuable Education program, issued in June 2023, was challenged nine months later by the attorneys general of 11 Republican-led states, who said it was flawed in ways similar to the one the Supreme Court rejected last year. The 1993 law, they said, contemplates repayment rather than actual or effective forgiveness.



In the administration's 
Supreme Court brief
 in response to one of the challenges, Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar wrote that the new plan "relies on a different statute with different language to provide a different set of borrowers with different assistance from the one-time loan forgiveness the court held invalid."



The old plan invoked the Higher Education Relief Opportunities for Students Act of 2003, often called the HEROES Act. That law gave the secretary of education the power to waive rules to protect borrowers affected by "a war or other military operation or national emergency."



In its decision in June last year, the 
Supreme Court ruled 6 to 3
 that the 2003 law did not authorize forgiving the loans at issue. That same day, Mr. Biden vowed to find other ways to provide debt relief.



"Today's decision has closed one path," 
Mr. Biden said
 then. "Now we're going to pursue another."



Legal challenges to the new plan began in March, when 
11 states led by Kansas
 filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court for the District of Kansas.



The next month, 
Andrew Bailey, the Missouri attorney general, and six other states
 challenged the plan in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri. Lawyers in that lawsuit argued that the president was "unilaterally trying to impose an extraordinarily expensive and controversial policy that he could not get through Congress."



In mid-July, an appeals court in the Missouri case 
temporarily blocked
 the entire SAVE plan.



Shortly after that order, the Biden administration 
announced
 it would pause student loan payments for the eight million borrowers currently enrolled in the SAVE plan, placing them in an interest-free forbearance while the administration deals with legal issues.



The Biden administration asked the justices earlier this month to clear the way for the plan to take effect.



In their 
emergency application
 to the court, lawyers for the Biden administration called the appeals court order a "vastly overbroad" ruling that "severely harmed millions of borrowers" as well as the federal government "by blocking long-planned changes and creating widespread confusion and uncertainty."



In response, lawyers for a number of Republican-led states, including Missouri, Arkansas, Florida and Georgia, 
argued
 that the Biden administration plan was based on an "unprecedented statutory interpretation" that would give the administration "unfettered power to cancel every penny of every federal student loan."



In a 
reply
 to the states, the Biden administration argued that Congress had imposed limits on the administration's authority to set the parameters of the plans.



The administration initially estimated that the SAVE plan would cost $156 billion over 10 years, but that amount had assumed that the Supreme Court would uphold the earlier plan. The real cost of the new plan, the states challenging it said, is $475 billion over 10 years. The administration says the actual number is smaller.



Adam Liptak
 contributed reporting.
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Voting Rights Leaders Step Up Election Initiatives After Texas Raids



Groups working to get voters to the polls are expanding training and communications with election officials in anticipation of challenges.




Members of the League of United Latin American Citizens in San Antonio on Monday, after several law enforcement raids targeting Latino right activists and political operatives in Texas last week.




By Jazmine Ulloa


Aug 28, 2024


Republican officials in Texas in recent days have investigated a number of Latino voting activists and political organizers as part of an election fraud inquiry, conducting 
a series of raids
 that led one group to appeal to the federal government.



The searches have also prompted response from voting rights organizers far beyond the state's borders.



Activists across the Sun Belt have criticized the raids as the latest in a string of efforts in Republican-led states aimed at curbing access to the ballot box. Those efforts often cite 
baseless claims over noncitizens voting
 that have proliferated in right-wing media.



Voting rights organizers now say they are stepping up efforts to counter what they call voter intimidation and attempts to criminalize their members and volunteers ahead of Election Day.



In interviews, leaders of organizations working to get voters to the polls in Alabama, Arizona, Texas, Georgia and Florida said they were increasing their training, building new lines of communication with local election officials and pre-emptively seeking legal support to prepare for challenges. That groundwork, they said, is critical because the presidential race is expected to be won at the margins in a handful of swing states.



"This has just increased our alert here at home," said Hillary Holley, a longtime activist in Georgia, where battles over elections have raged in recent years.



Ken Paxton, the Republican attorney general of Texas, said the search warrants against Democratic operatives and members of the League of United Latin American Citizens, one of the nation's oldest Latino civil rights organizations, were carried out as part of an "ongoing election integrity investigation" into allegations of election fraud and vote harvesting that began two years ago. His office declined to comment further on the cases. The civil rights group has asked the Justice Department to investigate the sweeps.



Kathy Jones, the president of the League of Women Voters of Alabama, said the Texas raids had reinvigorated her organization's work to educate members and volunteers about the voting process. The Texas investigations, she said, have had a ripple effect in Alabama, which since 2018 has 
adopted restrictive voting measures
 that disproportionately affect voters who are Black or Latino.



"It is just shocking the efforts that are being made to cause fear and chaos with people who are just trying to help their fellow neighbors being able to vote," Ms. Jones said. Still, she added, the raids in Texas had made her members "more determined not to be intimidated."



Hector Sanchez Barba, the president of Mi Familia Vota, which oversees some of the largest Latino voter mobilization groups in swing states, said his group was looking to increase already heavy investments in security guards, digital forensics to prevent hacking, and safety and de-escalation training for canvassers.



In 
Florida
 and Colorado, members of the group have faced harassment from people following them and filming and photographing their activities, he said. The Supreme Court last week 
reinstated key provisions
 to an Arizona law, which Mi Familia Vota and others had challenged in a lawsuit, requiring canvassers to verify a person's citizenship before registering him or her to vote.



"They are making it really hard for us to do our work," he said. "It requires us to essentially enforce immigration laws."



Republicans said the legal requirements were needed to prevent noncitizens from voting, adding that allowing unqualified people to register and cast ballots would dilute the voting rights of legitimate voters and undermine confidence in the integrity of the electoral process.



The focus on ballot fraud 
has roots in Reconstruction-era efforts
 to suppress the votes of newly freed enslaved people, and was revived after the passage of 
the Voting Rights Act in 1965
. But former President Donald J. Trump's promotion of the false notion in recent years has given it fresh prominence.



States like Texas began escalating inquiries into voter fraud as Mr. Trump falsely claimed that millions of unauthorized immigrants had cast ballots in 2016, costing him the popular vote. The push for actions grew fiercer as he and his allies spread the lie that the 2020 presidential election was stolen from him. Since then, Texas and several other states have moved to establish "election integrity" units, purge voters from their rolls and pass laws restricting how and when people can vote.




Ken Paxton, the attorney general of Texas and a Republican, said the raids were part of an election fraud investigation that began two years ago. Voting rights leaders said they were the latest in a string of efforts aimed at curbing access to voting. 




Congressional Republicans are seeking to 
pass legislation to crack down on voting by noncitizens
, which some cities and local entities allow in local elections but is illegal and exceedingly rare at the federal level. And conspiratorial talk about Democrats' allowing immigrants into the country to vote for their candidates 
has become a dominant feature
 of the Republican Party's message on immigration.



Audits have turned up administrative failures in places like Houston, but courts, law enforcement officers and elections officials have found no evidence of widespread fraud.



On the same day as the raids, which spanned counties near San Antonio and in South Texas, Mr. Paxton announced an investigation into organizations that he said were "illegally registering noncitizens to vote in our elections."



On Monday, Gov. Greg Abbott, a Republican, announced that under the state's new voter policies, his office had removed more than a million people from the voter rolls, including some who were noncitizens. Local elections officials and the American Civil Liberties Union of Texas expressed concerns over the data, given flawed 
numbers in previous purges
.



Voting rights leaders said they were working to allay fears among their members that any mistake could be used to entrap them in broader criminal charges.



Cecile Scoon, the co-president of the League of Women Voters of Florida, said security concerns following the Texas raids were giving her group pause as it considered whether to renew its program helping people with paper ballot registration forms. The group, which skews older, halted the program last year after Florida introduced requirements for receipts on that assistance and increased fines and charges over violations.



"You have this hammer that is hitting everyone," Ms. Scoon said, pointing to religious organizations and civic groups that often work with Black and Latino voters.



Tyler Sterling, the national mobilization director with the N.A.A.C.P., said his chapters were "no stranger to state-sanctioned voter suppression efforts."



His group has been training its 2,200 member organizations how to spot voter intimidation tactics, and has created a website where members can file incident reports, so the group can collect data on cases down to the precinct.



"It is appalling and unfortunate that state-sanctioned voter suppression continues in a time when we have seen some of our safest elections across the country," he said.
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Former Las Vegas Official Convicted in Journalist's Murder



The highly unusual killing had raised fears about press freedom and the risks facing local journalists.




Robert Telles spoke to the jury from the witness stand during his trial.




By Isabelle Taft


Aug 28, 2024


A former county official was found guilty on Wednesday of murdering a longtime Las Vegas reporter who wrote articles critical of him. The highly unusual case had raised fears about press freedom in the United States and in particular the risks facing local journalists.



The reporter, Jeff German, was stabbed to death outside his home in September 2022. Police investigators, and now a Clark County jury, concluded that his attacker was Robert Telles, who ran a county office that handles the estates of those who die without apparent heirs.



A few months before his death, Mr. German 
wrote an article
 for The Las Vegas Review-Journal describing employees' complaints that Mr. Telles had created a toxic work environment, demonstrated favoritism and had an improper relationship with a staff member. Mr. Telles denied the allegations. He lost his re-election bid a month after the article came out, and Mr. German kept reporting.



Prosecutors suggested that was why, on a hot September day, he went to Mr. German's suburban home and hid in bushes at the side of the house, waited for Mr. German and then stabbed him to death.



Jurors were persuaded, convicting Mr. Telles of murder in the first degree.



Pamela Weckerly, the Clark County chief deputy district attorney, said the back story to the case was less important than the crime itself.



"In the end, this case isn't about politics," Ms. Weckerly said during her opening statement. "It's not about alleged inappropriate relationships. It's not about who's a good boss or who's a good supervisor or favoritism at work. It's just about murder."



The prosecution said DNA found on Mr. German's hands matched that of Mr. Telles. The police recovered security footage of the assailant, who wore a wide-brimmed straw hat and sneakers and carried a gray bag, and found matching items at Mr. Telles's home, though the hat and sneakers had been chopped up. The assailant drove a car that looked like one owned by Mr. Telles; video footage showed the car traveling between Mr. German's home and Mr. Telles's neighborhood on the day of the murder.



Mr. Telles's defense lawyer, Robert Draskovich, said his client had sought to make reforms in the county office he led, angering an "old guard" that sought to push him out by giving information to Mr. German and by instigating a bribery investigation against Mr. Telles.



Mr. Draskovich argued that the police had failed to consider evidence that might have pointed to other suspects and said that Mr. German's blood had not been found inside Mr. Telles's vehicle or on the shoes recovered at his home. He suggested his client had been framed.



"There is no rational explanation as to why the hat and shoes were cut into pieces, except that they would be easier to conceal and plant," he said.



Mr. Draskovich described Mr. German as a good journalist, and said that Mr. Telles had responded appropriately to his reporting when he made jokes about it online.



"These articles were not a motive for a murder," Mr. Draskovich said. "And we all know, killing a journalist does not kill a story."



Mr. Telles, who was in the courtroom, nodded in response.



Mr. Telles took the stand in his own defense a week into the trial.



"This thing has been kind of a nightmare," he said. "I want to say unequivocally: I'm innocent. I didn't kill Mr. German. And I've got a lot to share with you all."



Rather than respond to questions from his lawyer, he spoke for almost three hours. He claimed that he had been framed and that the killing had been committed by a professional hit man, as part of a tangled conspiracy involving corrupt local businesspeople who wanted to stop Mr. Telles from investigating them. He suggested that police officers, DNA analysts, the district attorney and others might also have been involved.



Since 1992, the Committee to Protect Journalists has identified 15 media workers killed in the United States in relation to their work, including five people killed by a gunman who blasted into their newsroom in Annapolis, Md., in 2018.



Katherine Jacobsen, the group's program coordinator for the United States, Canada and the Caribbean, said local journalists face particular risks. They work in newsrooms with fewer resources and live among the people they cover, sometimes critically, at a political moment in which the news media is increasingly attacked as untrustworthy.



She noted that Mr. German was killed outside his own home.



"It's chilling to think that there are no safe places for those local journalists to go," she said.



Mr. German had moved to Las Vegas from his native Wisconsin because he wanted to cover organized crime, 
friends and co-workers said
 after his death. He scrutinized mobsters, elected officials and casino titans for more than four decades.



He stayed on the job, even as local newsrooms around the country laid off journalists with the experience and sourcing needed to turn out the kind of accountability reporting that Mr. German produced.



"The public would never know unless Jeff pointed it out," Tom Pitaro, a criminal defense lawyer who met Mr. German shortly after he arrived in the city, said in an interview. "We've lost that."



Glenn Cook, executive editor of The Las Vegas Review-Journal, said in a statement that the jury delivered "a measure of justice for Jeff German."



"Jeff was killed for doing the kind of work in which he took great pride: His reporting held an elected official accountable for bad behavior and empowered voters to choose someone else for the job," Mr. Cook said.



He added that Mr. German was "a good man" who left behind loving family and friends.



Eric Spillman, now a television reporter in Los Angeles, became friends with Mr. German in Las Vegas in the late 1980s, and remembered him as dedicated to his work and motivated by the belief that journalism could be a force for good. 



"For him to be killed in this way, it just makes me so sad," he said.



At 69, Mr. German had no plans to retire.



Before his death, Mr. German had also begun reporting about a Las Vegas lawyer accused of running a $500 million Ponzi scheme that ensnared hundreds of investors. He left behind folders of court documents, and a Washington Post reporter picked up where he left off.



The article was 
published
 last year.
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Nvidia Revenue Jumps 122% in Positive Sign for Tech's A.I. Boom



Expectations for the chipmaker have been through the roof because of its dominance in a key component for artificial intelligence systems.




Nvidia's chief executive, Jensen Huang, bet that semiconductors known as graphics processing units would make A.I. systems possible years before other big chip companies.




By Tripp Mickle


Aug 28, 2024


This summer, 
Wall Street
 and 
Silicon Valley
 began to question whether generative artificial intelligence could produce enough benefits to justify its staggering costs.



But the chipmaker Nvidia showed on Wednesday that enthusiasm for A.I. is still running hot. The company, a bellwether for A.I. spending, blew past Wall Street's expectations for
 
another quarter,
 
reporting that its sales and profit had more than doubled during the three months that ended in July. It also projected that sales in the current quarter would increase 80 percent from a year ago,
 
exceeding earlier estimates.



Revenue was $30.04
 
billion
 
in the quarter, a 122 percent increase, surpassing
 
its $28 billion
 
estimate in May. Net income rose 174 percent to $16.95 billion, eclipsing the most recent quarterly profits of Meta and Amazon.



Shares in the company, which has been one of the market's hottest stocks, fell by as much as 4 percent in after-hours trading, as some investors had been looking for even higher projected revenue in the current quarter.



The company said it would spend an additional $50 billion on repurchasing its own shares. In the quarter ending in July, it spent $15.4 billion on share repurchases and dividends.



The results speak to how Nvidia continues to dominate the market for A.I. chips, even as it faces rising competition and staggering expectations. Years before other big chip companies, Nvidia's chief executive, Jensen Huang, bet that semiconductors known as graphics processing units, or GPUs, would make A.I. systems possible. He built the company over the ensuing years to corner the market.



Nvidia now supplies more than 90 percent of the chips essential to building A.I. It is raking in sales as bigger companies such as Microsoft, Meta, Amazon and Alphabet, the parent company of Google, 
pour more than $50 billion
 into building A.I. data centers to support endeavors as varied as chatbots like ChatGPT and pharmaceutical companies using the technology to develop new drugs.



Nvidia is at the forefront of what is expected to be $1 trillion in spending on data centers and energy costs to support A.I., according to analysts. 



Wall Street has rewarded Mr. Huang's prescience. Nvidia's value has tripled over the past year to more than $3 trillion, from $1 trillion, making it 
one of the three most valuable technology companies
 in the world along with Microsoft and Apple. But uncertainty about the sustainability of the A.I. expansion has made its stock price more unpredictable than that of its peers.



Customers want more of its chips than Nvidia can produce. The dynamic has raised concerns with government authorities about the company's power to determine how its scarce but essential technology is being allocated. The Justice Department, the European Union, Britain and China have each begun looking into the company's sales practices.



Nvidia is also contending with concerns that its chips are critical to national security. Officials in Washington fear that the 
chips could be used to help China
 take a lead in A.I. development.



Two years ago, the U.S. Commerce Department banned shipments of advanced chips to China, forcing Nvidia to create a less powerful chip for the Chinese market. Now, Huawei, one of China's biggest tech companies, is beginning to make its own A.I. chips that rival the performance of Nvidia's products, analysts say.



Competition is on the rise, as well. In the United States, AMD, Intel and smaller players like Cerebras, a start-up in Silicon Valley, are releasing more powerful chips. And customers such as Microsoft and Amazon are developing custom chips that could lessen their dependence on Nvidia.



"With every passing quarter, everyone clinches their fist tighter and tighter, and asks, 'How long can this go on for?'" said Timothy Arcuri, a senior semiconductor analyst with UBS. "The debate isn't about their sales numbers being good but the bigger picture of whether next year is the peak and the music stops. I think the music goes on for a while."



The biggest question hanging over Nvidia has been how long its customers will want more of its chips than it can produce. In May, Mr. Huang said the company wouldn't have enough supply to meet customer demand until "well into next year."



This month, Nvidia's shares fell more than 10 percent after reports that the company would delay shipments of its newest artificial intelligence chip. The company said in a statement that production for the chip, called Blackwell, was on track for later this year.



In a statement, Mr. Huang said that Blackwell samples were being shipped to customers and that demand was strong.



As pressure has risen on Nvidia, Mr. Huang has pushed to bolster its business and compete with its customers. Last year, the company developed its own cloud computing product, 
DGX Cloud
, which charges customers $37,000 a month to have access to and control one of its supercomputers.
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On a chilly, windy morning in March, Nagisa Landfield's and Leila Noelliste's skateboard wheels boomed in unison with the clanking of construction work and semi trucks echoing nearby at a skatepark under the Kosciuszko Bridge in Brooklyn.



When an attempt at a trick turned into a fall, they laughed it off alongside their instructor, Liv Collins, and a group of women they were skating with. It was common practice to cheer for one another when they fell just as strongly as when they stuck the landing.




Ms. Landfield trying out a trick while the others watch at Under the K Bridge Skatepark.









Meet the 
Brooklyn Skate Moms
: a group of women who are learning to skate or are getting back into it. After coming together at the end of a 
skating boom
 during a pandemic lockdown, they began practicing the sport and were unified in their desire to build a community.



For many of them, it also became an outlet to play outside of their tangled web of responsibilities as business owners, mothers, friends and partners.




Ms. Landfield celebrating after landing a trick she had been practicing.




"We escape, and then we go to work and we pick up the kids and we do laundry and we cook dinner," said Ms. Landfield, 50, who works as an artist and a seamstress. Although she's familiar with board-based sports as a longtime snowboarder, she stopped skateboarding in her 20s. She picked it up again with her daughter's help a few years ago.



"She was really proud of me for trying new things," Ms. Landfield said. "And I think that made me feel I'm like giving them a good example that you can try anything, no matter how old you are."



Ms. Noelliste, 39, who owns BGLH Marketplace, a 
skin care business
, was going through a divorce and took up surfing as a hobby in 2020. A friend suggested that during the off-season she should try skateboarding.



She was skeptical.




Ms. Noelliste, right, rode a ramp with her children at Betsy Head Skatepark in the Brownsville neighborhood of Brooklyn.





Ms. Noelliste's children, from left: Hero, Noah and Sage.




"I didn't see a lot of people starting in adulthood, much less women, much less Black women, much less single," she said.



Curious, she skated on her block when it was quiet and soon grew fond of the sport. She drew parallels between the trial and error that came with skateboarding and those of being a single parent of three juggling motherhood and operating a business.




Ms. Noelliste checks on her daughter after a fall.




"You know what," she said, "if it took me 200 tries to get that axle stall, then I shouldn't be frustrated that after 10 tries of doing this with my kids or my business, I don't have it yet."



Shannon South, a functional nutritionist, hosted sessions at home after installing a two-foot ramp in her basement in 2021. At one early-morning meet-up, a small group did rotations while "There She Goes" by The La's played in the background.




Shannon South skates with her son, Grayson. 





Ms. South helped Grayson with his knee pads. 




What was next on their to-do list after a few hours on a ramp? "Work," they said flatly, in unison.



"I think we're kind of proud of ourselves for doing it," said Ms. South, 51, who started skateboarding in her 20s and picked it up again in her 40s as a way to deal with infertility issues. She now skates with her 8-year-old son.




Advantages of an in-home skating ramp include easy access to laundry. 




"You know, it's so easy as a mom to just kind of let go of your passions and everything becomes about your child," she said.



The youngest daughter of Lara Alcantara Lansberg, 46, a photographer and artist, took skateboarding lessons for two years. One day, in 2023, Ms. Lansberg thought, Why not learn too?



Nowadays, if the mother and daughter aren't exchanging tips at a skate park, they're skating together as they're walking their dog or carrying a bag of groceries.




Lara Alcantara Lansberg and her daughter Marcella prepared for an after-school skate session at Pier 62 in Chelsea.




"When skateboarding came into my life, I was in the middle of this really hard part of my separation, and it just became a place where I can learn about myself in different ways," Ms. Lansberg said.




Marcella and Ms. Lansberg review the footage of their session. 




"There's so many things in the pot right now -- but skateboarding for me, it's an escape," she said. "It's like when I'm sitting doing art, it's the same thing as skateboarding."



Hein Koh, 48, understands the risk of being more susceptible to injuries in a sport where falling is part of the practice, especially as an adult with obligations.



"We have so many responsibilities, and sometimes you can feel really bogged down by them," Ms. Koh, an artist, said. "But what I love about skating is that it doesn't serve any purpose in our lives except for fun. It is pure, unadulterated joy. You feel like a kid again, skating."




Hein Koh skates with her children Oni and Ami at Under the K Bridge skatepark in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.




While finding a skating community has reinforced her growing obsession with skateboarding, Ms. Koh said, a part of her is afraid that her children may lose interest in the sport they share.



"I'm trying to figure out how exactly I feel about skating, or how I'm going to structure my weekends if they don't want to skate with me," she said. "But I still feel committed, even if they're not."




Ms. Koh hugged Oni after she landed a trick.
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Does Alexa Chung Still Have 'It'?



She calls herself a "geriatric 'it' girl." The brand Madewell calls her an "original muse." Just don't call this look "indie sleaze."








By Jessica Testa


Aug 29, 2024


It was a different world when Alexa Chung rose to sartorial power.



She wore high-neck blouses with flat pointy shoes. She wore black tights under denim shorts. In paparazzi photos, holding hands with her indie rock boyfriend, she wore peacoats over minidresses. So we -- women around her age, give or take five years -- wore peacoats over minidresses, too.



The year was 2009, and "influencer" and "creator" were not yet jobs. Ms. Chung, then 26, was an 
MTV host
 during the final era of that being the coolest job on the planet.



On a sticky afternoon this summer, inside a dark bar on Avenue B in Manhattan, I asked Ms. Chung, now 40, how she defined her job these days.



"It's so hard, isn't it?" Ms. Chung said. "I guess designer."



She had recently asked the 12-year-old daughter of her partner (the actor Tom Sturridge) what she thought she did. "You're a writer," the girl replied. That's also true enough; Ms. Chung contributes sporadic essays to The Financial Times. In 2013, she released a pink coffee-table book, "It," during a particularly active time in her social life.




Ms. Chung described the Madewell collection as "focused on things I actually like," as opposed to "some pop-star early naughties stuff that the kids like."




"My editor at the time had to come to the East Village and literally trap me in the apartment to finish it," she said. Friends buzzing at her door were turned away. Parts of the book were drafted on bar napkins. "I had a panic attack at the book launch because I was like, 'I don't even know if this really represents me, and I feel really weird about it.'"



"As time goes by, I'm much more proud of it," she continued. "Even the fact that it was so off the cuff and written in bars, that speaks to the fun I was having."



Anyway, she was finishing listing her job titles.



"I guess 
broadcaster
," Ms. Chung said. "And geriatric 'it' girl."



The question of her occupation was easier to answer from 2017 to 2022, when Ms. Chung ran the fashion label Alexachung. Her clothes were stocked by major retailers including Selfridges, Bergdorf Goodman and Net-a-Porter. The brand showed so much promise that The New York Times 
wondered
 whether it could be the next 
Tory Burch
.



When the company shuttered, resulting in 26 people losing their jobs, Ms. Chung took a break from the public eye.



"I was the type of boss that was kind of annoying and wanted everyone to like me," she said. "I felt a lot of shame. I let people down."



She wanted time to recover. She renovated her house and learned how to make ceramic tiles.



Then Madewell came calling.



The first half of their nearly 30-piece collaboration will be released on Sept. 4. It includes high-rise flared jeans, button-down shirts, long denim skirts and dresses, and is priced between $128 and $850. The most expensive item is an ankle-length cognac suede coat. The second half of the collection will drop in November.



The capsule is simple and wearable, reminiscent of Western work-wear and Dustin Hoffman's wardrobe in "Kramer vs. Kramer." It is almost aggressively untrendy.



"This is a very tranquil, quite plain, back-to-basics thing," Ms. Chung said. "It's far less personality than I had in my brand, which was quite wacky at times. This is sedate. A palate-cleanse situation."



The same could be said for Madewell, a sister brand to 
J. Crew
, generally. "No one wants to ever be referred to as, like, trendy," said Steven Cateron, Madewell's cheerful 41-year-old head of design, who wore 
double denim
 with "little suede shoes" and his hair in a bun on our video call. He began bookmarking photos of Ms. Chung even before he joined the brand in December.



The project is a reunion for 
Ms. Chung and Madewell
, which refers to her as its "original" muse. They previously released collaborations in 2010 and 2011. To promote them, Ms. Chung threw parties at the Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles and played DJ in college towns across the United States.




The crowd outside Madewell in New York at the time of Ms. Chung's 2010 collaboration with the brand.




At the time, she appealed to a certain demographic: young women who prided themselves in being well-read and liking alternative music; in wearing thrifted Peter Pan collared tops to gritty clubs; in having Jane Birkin bangs 
and
 knowing who Jane Birkin was. Their Tumblr pages were collages of quotations by Joan Didion and photos of Ms. Chung squatting on sidewalks, drink in hand. (At the East Village bar, Ms. Chung, quite a physical comedian, pantomimed the pose for me.) Those girls have now grown up.



"I cannot tell you how many years in a row I was taking photos of Alexa Chung to a hairstylist and being like, 'I just want to look like Alexa Chung,'" said Tyler McCall, a 38-year-old writer and the former editor of Fashionista, a website that chronicled Ms. Chung's look.



Specific photos are still burrowed into her brain, like Ms. Chung 
at the airport
 wearing denim overalls, two-tone Chanel flats and a Burberry trench. "That era was so formative for me, because it was right around the time I was figuring out my style and what I liked and what I felt good in," Ms. McCall said. "If I really interrogated it, I probably am still copying Alexa Chung."




Ms. Chung with Pixie Geldof backstage at a Vivienne Westwood show in London in 2009.




When the "indie sleaze" aesthetic threatened to return in 2022, Ms. Chung 
wrote about it
 for The Financial Times: "If it's coming back around again, I am more than happy to dry-clean my blazer, minidresses and ballet flats, because it's a uniform I have never strayed far from."



I was surprised, then, to be asked by a publicist in advance of our interview to limit my questions about that era. (I did not.) Ms. Chung seemed to embrace nostalgia, both professionally and personally. The Madewell collection is 1970s-esque. The bar where we met to discuss it was owned by a friend of Ms. Chung's and furnished with the same wooden stools as an old pub they frequented in London.



Ms. Chung's concern, it turned out, was that 
indie sleaze
 had become something to parody. "Even though it looks LOL now, the thing that was actually really special about that era is that it birthed a lot of creative people," she said, citing musicians who are "still going," like Florence and the Machine and Blood Orange. "When it becomes silly, it's a shame, because people were really serious about their art at that time."



She left the bar to smoke. Inside her Bode tote, a pack of cigarettes had been tucked into a ballet flat. It was a bit on the nose. Ms. Chung worries about being too on the nose. She likes Mary Janes, for example -- like the 
Sandy Liang versions
 seen all over the Lower East Side -- but recently hesitated to buy a pair.



"Ugh, it's so 
me
 to want to wear these," she said. "If I have a regret, it's that I shrouded myself in sexless clothing at the time when I was probably my hottest."




Millennial women credit Ms. Chung as an influence on their style.




It is a dilemma familiar to many millennials: She has the urge to dress sexier but also realizes her clubbiest days may be behind her. Friends have settled down. There are gardens to tend. The indie music at her 40th birthday party was played by a string quartet.



"When I was younger, I was stressed about different boys in different bands," she said. When her mother told her, "There 
will
 come a time when you won't want to stand side-of-stage," she said, "I was like, 'No, there won't.'"



Of course that time came. But could she pinpoint the moment she no longer wanted to climb onto tour buses?



"Probably last year," Ms. Chung said.



I nodded, assuming she was serious.



"No, I'm joking."
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Meet the Trans Actress Who Could Make Oscar History



Karla Sofia Gascon plays a drug kingpin who undergoes gender-affirming surgery in a performance that wowed Cannes. Is the academy next?








By Kyle Buchanan


Aug 28, 2024


There has never been a movie quite like 
"Emilia Perez,"
 so it's fitting that its star Karla Sofia Gascon is one of a kind, too.



In the film from the director Jacques Audiard, Gascon plays a Mexico City cartel kingpin who fakes death in order to transition abroad in secret. Years after her gender-affirming surgery, the newly rechristened Emilia contacts the lawyer who helped arrange it (Zoe Saldana) and has one more request: a reunion with the unsuspecting wife (Selena Gomez) and children she left behind, even though returning to the scene of her old crimes could have dire consequences.



The multitude of genres suggested by this synopsis -- a gritty drug-world expose, a family melodrama, a trans-empowerment narrative -- are further complicated by the fact that "Emilia Perez" is a musical, meaning the characters are liable to break into song whether they're in a love scene or clashing in a heated gunfight. In a film full of big swings, it's hard to imagine any of the wild ideas holding together if it weren't for Gascon, who can contain all of those multitudes in a single freighted look. Many pundits believe that after Netflix releases "Emilia Perez" in November, Gascon will make history as the first openly trans actress nominated for an Oscar.



In May, the 52-year-old Gascon was the breakout 
star of the Cannes Film Festival
, where "Emilia Perez" won a best actress award that was shared among all of the movie's leading women. Since her castmates had returned home before the awards ceremony, an overcome Gascon took the stage on their behalf, and her emotional speech was the night's highlight. At the microphone for nearly six minutes, Gascon flitted between Spanish and English as she tearfully asserted the humanity of trans people, joked about bribing the jurors, paid romantic tribute to her co-star Gomez, then apologized to Gomez's boyfriend for her ardor.



Afterward, Gascon tried to explain her speech's breathless sprawl. "I've never been given a prize," she told reporters. "I've mostly been given blows and kicks."



Spanish-speaking audiences may already be familiar with Gascon, a veteran of Mexican telenovelas who starred in the hit 2013 film "Nosotros los Nobles" and transitioned six years ago while in the public eye. "It was very difficult," she told me recently over lunch in Los Angeles. "People knew me a certain way and then I changed, so I constantly felt that I had to justify myself. I was always fighting with everyone."




Gascon accepting the best actress award at Cannes on behalf of all of the "Emilia Perez" leads. 




To have her identity and transition dissected in editorials and on talk shows was a constant struggle. "When you go through those moments, you have the impression that the whole world is against you," she said. "Some of the criticism is people saying, 'What you did to yourself is going against your nature.' I want to tell them, look at yourself in the mirror! If you're that natural, take off your clothes, go hunt for rabbits in the wild, and let your nails grow. Let's see how nature will suit you then!"



Gascon, speaking in Spanish with a translator present, talks with the excitement of someone who knows herself well and can't wait to tell you what she's learned. As we lunched by the pool at the Sunset Tower Hotel, she sometimes held court at such length that her translator filled three pages of a legal pad just scribbling down a single story. (Whenever the translator struggled to catch up, Gascon's eyes flickered with comic impatience.) In that way, she is quite unlike Emilia, who needs to say very little to be heard.



Most of the time, though, Gascon can't help but recall her character. As we ate, I noticed the same quicksilver shifts from gravity to levity that had proved so compelling in her performance. When I mentioned that to Saldana on a call a few days later, she laughed. "I'm telling you," she said, "there were moments in which I was like, what is the difference between Emilia and Karla?"



Audiard put it more bluntly: "I think that Emilia
 is
 Karla Sofia. I wouldn't know where one starts and the other ends."



At times, even Gascon was confused. Before filming "Emilia Perez," she had shared her own life experiences with Audiard, who began to tailor the titular role to his star. Once production began, Gascon burrowed so deeply into character that she wondered whether Emilia would ever be possible to shake.



"To remove this character, it's almost like I had to do an exorcism," she said.



GASCON HAS NEVER 
been afraid to dream big. Born in Alcobendas, Spain, a town near Madrid, she was raised in a working-class family but felt destined for stardom.



"At 16 years old, I woke up one day knowing what I had to do -- don't ask me how," Gascon said.



She used her mother's old rotary phone to call Television Espanola to inform the broadcaster that she wanted to appear onscreen. Gascon's ambition far outstripped her opportunities -- the only jobs available then were background-player gigs -- but she took everything she could find and kept at it, eventually working her way up to commercials and minor TV shows.



Still, she yearned for more. The director Julian Pastor encouraged her to move to Mexico, where she was cast in projects that required horse-riding and sword fighting. "It was full of action and adventure, exactly what I was looking for," she said.



To adapt to Mexico's exaggerated telenovela style, an acting teacher advised her to go in the opposite direction, encouraging her to be more naturalistic, less broad. "That got me into a lot of trouble because instead it was the producers who had to adapt to me," she said. But the biggest adaptation was still to come.



By her mid-40s, with several career successes under her belt, Gascon still had not yet begun to live openly as a woman, and the years spent in secret had taken their toll. "There were some very painful moments," she said. "I even thought of taking my own life at some points." With the support of her family, she made the decision to pursue gender-affirming surgery. Of her wife, Marisa, whom Gascon has been with since they met in a nightclub as teenagers, she said: "We've obviously shared a big chunk of our lives together, but I've never deceived her about who I was."



Still, Gascon made the decision knowing it could cost her everything in the career she had worked so hard for. "When I finished my transition, I didn't know if I was going to have a career after that," she said.




Gascon said of transitioning publicly: "People knew me a certain way and then I changed, so I constantly felt that I had to justify myself. I was always fighting with everyone."




IN 2022, WHEN
 Audiard, the director of acclaimed dramas like "A Prophet" and "Rust and Bone," embarked on his casting search for "Emilia Perez," he found himself frustrated. Sessions in Los Angeles and Mexico City had come up empty, in part because Audiard originally conceived the character as much younger. "I realized I was wrong about the character's age," he said. "If they were too young, it's as if they didn't have a history."



That much, Gascon had in spades. After transitioning, a diverse creative portfolio had helped her get by -- Gascon has written two books and competed on a celebrity edition of "MasterChef" in Mexico -- and an eight-episode role in 
the Netflix series "Rebelde"
 served to re-establish her as a performer. But she had never made anything like "Emilia Perez," and when the audition came her way, she nearly passed, fearing the musical elements were out of her reach.



Still, she put herself on tape and earned a flight to Paris to meet Audiard, who said they formed an instant connection. "The minute I saw her, that was it," he explained, praising Gascon's sense of authority and playfulness: "That's what you call presence."



While making "Emilia Perez," Gascon moved to Paris without her family in an effort to commit fully to the character. Sometimes, that intensity could be destabilizing.



"There were two moments in particular when I went to the depth of darkness in my own life," she said, singling out scenes when Emilia wakes up in the hospital after surgery and later when she is reunited with a son who no longer recognizes her. "My brain didn't want to go back to that place."



Just as Emilia does, Gascon leaned on Saldana and Gomez to get by. 



"Karla was very much the center of the whole story, so making sure that she had what she needed was important for all of us," said Saldana, who marveled at how deeply Gascon went into character: "I met Karla a year before we started shooting, and then I met Karla at the wrap party."



Saldana and Gomez invited her to shake off the production at a Beyonce concert, but Gascon demurred and headed home to Madrid. She needed to see her family, though her teenage daughter couldn't believe the concert (and company) she'd just turned down.



"When my daughter found out, she was like, 'Are you insane? How could you say no to that?'" Gascon said, laughing.




Gascon with fellow stars Zoe Saldana and Selena Gomez, in Cannes. 




WHILE IN LOS ANGELES, GASCON
 dropped by Netflix to discuss her promotional tour, which will involve a flurry of film festivals, then a sustained awards campaign that may make history. (Though she would be the first openly trans actress recognized by the Oscars, the first openly trans performer to receive any nomination was the singer Anohni, who was up for best song in 2016 but boycotted the ceremony.  Elliot Page, who was nominated for the 2007 film "Juno," came out publicly as trans in 2020.)



After a screening at Netflix, Gascon told me that a staffer there had praised her performance but failed to realize she also played Emilia before her transition, when the character presents as a gruff, bearded drug lord.



"I can tell you that from an egocentric point of view, I'm mad that people don't realize it's me playing both," she said, "but at the same time, I feel very proud, too."



Audiard initially sought to cast a cisgender male actor as Emilia before her transition, presuming that Gascon wouldn't want to play that portion of the role. Instead, she fought for it.



"Now I understand why she was so interested, because for her, playing the role of a man is an activity that requires creativity," Audiard said. "As an actress, this is something you don't refuse."



Gascon knows that when "Emilia Perez" debuts on Netflix, her trans identity will be subjected to scrutiny from a global audience. Even during her Cannes speech in May, she predicted, "Tomorrow, there will be plenty of comments from terrible people saying the same things about all of us trans people." Indeed, the morning after, the French politician Marion Marechal posted on X a comment that translated to: "So a man has won best actress."



Gascon filed a legal complaint about the insult and posted her own colorful rejoinder on X a few days later: "No matter how much you bark, you gargoyles of Beelzebub," Gascon 
wrote
, "you will not be able to blur what I have achieved."



This pattern -- for every personal victory, a public controversy -- is one Gascon has gotten used to, though going forward, she hopes she will be less inclined to engage with people who attack her in bad faith.



"I think I can contribute more just by talking about my work," she said, "even though I've received hundreds of offers to talk to people and I still get the hunch sometimes to talk to J.K. Rowling and tell her, 'Hey, what's your problem?'" She was referring to the "Harry Potter" author's negative comments on trans women and her criticism of the Olympic boxer Imane Khelif, whose 
eligibility was questioned
 despite the International Olympic Committee's strong defense: "It's always the same story of these people trying to find a new victim to generate more hate."



Though she conceded that words could sometimes wound her, Gascon felt it was a small price to pay for personal authenticity. "I have a level of freedom that many would envy," she said. She said she hoped that feeling of inner peace could be retained during the monthslong awards campaign about to begin.



"I am 52 years old, and at this age I am in balance," she said. "Other people are thinking, 'Wow, this is a special moment, you must be very nervous or very excited.' No, I am normal. I prefer it that way."



Whether she makes Oscar history for "Emilia Perez," only one thing has her truly concerned.



"What I'm afraid of," she said, "is how am I going to be able to top this?"
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Critic's Notebook



You Will Grow Old Waiting for Your Favorite Show to Come Back



Remember "Severance"? Remember "Stranger Things"? Today's leisurely TV schedules are taxing memories and changing the experience.




Galadriel (Morfydd Clark), her horse and the rest of the characters from "The Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Power" are returning for a second season roughly two years after the Season 1 debut.




By James Poniewozik


Aug 28, 2024


Time moves slowly in Middle-earth. Ages last for millenniums. Elves are immortal. Villains menace the land, are defeated, then are nearly forgotten before they re-emerge eons later.



By this measure, it has been a blink of an eye since we last saw "The Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Power" on Amazon Prime Video. But in terms of our brief mortal lives and the traditional calendar of TV, it has been a while. Galadriel and company will return for Season 2 on Thursday, nearly two years to the day since Season 1 began in 2022.



This is the Ent-like pace at which TV moves these days. The "Game of Thrones" prequel "House of the Dragon" took nearly as long to come back for its second outing. "Severance," likewise a member of the debut class of '22, will return in January, almost three years since we last saw it. The teen drama "Euphoria," whose second season began in January 2022, will start shooting a third season ... sometime in 2025. By the time it airs, one assumes its characters will be eligible for Social Security.



More and more, rejoining a favorite series is like trying to remember the details of high school trigonometry. Which hobbit did what to whom? What did they do
 
all day in that "Severance" office again? Was "Stranger Things" 
set
 in the 1980s, or was it actually 
made
 then?




From left, the director Shawn Levy with the actors Noah Schnapp and Finn Wolfhard during production of "Stranger Things," whose episodes are sometimes movie length now.




There are, of course, different reasons for shows to take their time returning. We had a pandemic. There were labor strikes in Hollywood. Streaming platforms have been retrenching. Individual shows can have creative or staffing issues. Ambitious productions take longer.



But the practice is widespread enough to become a new, lackadaisical norm, which is frustrating to TV junkies who just want our damn stories -- and it's changing both the experience of the medium and our connection to it.



Like many elements of TV, this change in form is driven by the business and technology of the industry. The early days of broadcast -- no streaming, no DVRs -- had to forge habits in order to put the same butts in the same seats at the same time every week.



That meant rolling out seasons like cars off an assembly line. They would begin in September and chug along until May. TV was part of the rhythm of life. It moved with you around the calendar. Watching "ER" or "Cheers" was like being in a long-term relationship.



Cable TV changed the pattern but didn't completely break it. Seasons tended to be shorter and not wed to the September-May calendar, but series would often still be seasonal. ("Entourage" was almost always a summer show.) The longer breaks made it feel like more of an event when a big series came back, but it 
was still news
 when "The Sopranos" took over a year and a half between seasons.



As with so many things, streaming accelerated the trend. Its nature was to sever the relation between time and TV. The calendar meant nothing to streaming; there was no "fall season" to fill out. Meanwhile, as more money poured into TV, certain series became monumental productions that required much longer to remount. (The first several seasons of "Game of Thrones" were spaced a year apart; by its end, 
a single battle
 took months to shoot.)



At best, this can make a new season feel momentous and worth anticipating. At worst, absence can make the heart grow indifferent. I kept watching "House of the Dragon" through its second season; the plot still tugs me along, but I can't get invested in it the way I did with "Game of Thrones."




The return of "Severance" (starring, from left, Adam Scott, Zach Cherry, John Turturro and Britt Lower) will happen almost three years since the end of Season 1.




Some of that has nothing to do with the production calendar; "Dragon" is simply a drier story without the kind of vivid characters that drew me into "Thrones." But certainly it doesn't help that, watching a mere eight episodes after nearly two years, I spent much of my viewing time on Google trying to 
sort my Rhaenys from my Rhaenyra
.



Granted, a yawning gap between seasons doesn't make a series any better or worse. If you're that bothered by long hiatuses, I suppose, you could always binge the show when it's finished, monitoring your cholesterol level closely in the hope that you live long enough to see the finale.



But these changes in the rhythms of TV make one's parasocial relationship to the medium less intimate and constant. Your favorite show was once like a family member. Now it's your friend who blows into town every few years, regales you with wild stories, then jets off until who knows when.



At heart, this is one more way in which TV is becoming like the movies, at least at the big-budget, mass-audience level. Now you can go years between installments, the way you once waited years for the next "Star Wars" movie. (At the same time, franchises like "Star Wars" have literally become TV.)



This pattern isn't likely to change soon, as the merger of tent-pole movies and tent-pole TV continues. This fall, "Dune" -- whose two recent movies felt like the severed halves of a TV season -- will expand to HBO with Season 1 of the prequel series "Dune: Prophecy," set among the mysterious sisters of the Bene Gesserit.



When will we see a Season 2, if we do? My vision of the future is cloudy. Like the Bene Gesserit's, TV's plans are now 
measured in centuries
.
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What Across-the-Board Tariffs Could Mean for the Global Economy



Donald J. Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, has floated the idea of a 10 percent tariff on all U.S. imports, a plan that economists say could badly damage trade.




A universal tariff has the potential to deliver a devastating jolt to world trade, economists have warned.




By Patricia Cohen


Aug 27, 2024


Former President Donald J. Trump blames the global trading system for inflicting a long list of ills on the American economy including lost jobs, closed foreign markets and an overvalued dollar.



The remedy, he insists, is simple: tariffs. Mr. Trump, the Republican nominee for president, has repeatedly said he would raise tariffs if elected. China, a geopolitical and economic rival, would face an additional 50 or 60 percent tariff on its exports to the United States. He has also floated the idea of a 10 to 20 percent surcharge on exports from the rest of the world.



Although smaller than the percentage proposed for Chinese exports, an across-the-board tariff has the potential to deliver a much more devastating jolt to world trade, many economists warn.



Such a surcharge would not distinguish between rivals and allies, critical necessities and nonessentials, ailing industries and superstars, or countries adhering to trade treaties and those violating them. (Democrats have also 
embraced tariffs as a policy tool
, but Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, has criticized Mr. Trump's universal approach as inflationary.)



Here is what you need to know about the idea of a universal tariff on all imports.




In 1971, President Richard M. Nixon levied a 10 percent surcharge on all taxable imports.




What are the historical precedents?



Mr. Trump's broad-brush tariffs frequently evoke comparisons with the destructive global trade war that the United States helped to initiate in the 1930s with the Smoot-Hawley tariffs passed by Congress. The Senate Historical Office 
has called
 that law "among the most catastrophic acts in congressional history."



There is another relevant example, according to 
Douglas A. Irwin
, an economics professor at Dartmouth College.



In 1971, President Richard M. Nixon levied a 
10 percent surcharge
 on all taxable imports.



Nixon, an ardent internationalist, was operating in a global economy very different from today's. Many of the defining features of the system created after World War II still governed finance: Foreign governments could immediately trade their dollars into gold from the U.S. Treasury, and many of the world's currencies were exchanged at fixed rates. Currencies now move largely because of market forces.



By the start of the 1970s, those inflexible rules had left the dollar overvalued compared with the currencies of many key U.S. trading partners. That, in turn, made American goods sold abroad more expensive compared with imports.



The United States had too much money going out and not enough coming in, raising the risk that America could run out of reserves to pay its foreign debts.



The Nixon administration's 10 percent surcharge on imports was meant to pressure other countries to devalue their own currencies and to goose American exports, while making imports more expensive. When the unfair exchange rates ended, the president declared in a 
televised address
, "the import tax will end as well."



They did. And after four months, the surcharge was lifted.



What was notable about the 1971 episode, Mr. Irwin said, is that "Nixon had a very specific purpose in imposing that and had explicit conditions for how and when it would be removed."



By contrast, Mr. Trump has never articulated "what the purpose of that tariff would be and under what conditions it would be removed," Mr. Irwin said. His policy lacks a specific goal and timetable.



That makes the likelihood of success more remote, he said.



Would an across-the-board tariff make a good bargaining tool?



Mr. Trump has said he would dangle the threat of major tariffs as a negotiating tactic to force concessions from trading partners.



"And, man, is it good for negotiation," Mr. Trump said of tariffs in 
an interview
 with Bloomberg Businessweek. "They would do anything."



Yet during Mr. Trump's term in office, some of the biggest U.S. trading partners responded to his tariffs with tariffs of their own, including the European Union, China, Canada, Mexico and India.



A similar cycle of retribution would most likely play out again.



If Mr. Trump imposes a 10 percent surcharge on all imports, "each country, including Japan, will take retaliatory measures of the same degree," said Shigeto Nagai, head of Japan economics at the advisory firm Oxford Economics.



That could result in the worst possible outcome for both the United States and its allies, economists said: a combination of recession and higher inflation.



"Nobody is excited about a trade war," said Kimberly Clausing, an economist at the Peterson Institute for International Economics, who served in the Treasury Department under President Biden. "But nobody is excited about bullying from the Trump administration."




Former President Donald J. Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, has repeatedly said he would raise tariffs if elected.




What would be the economic consequence of a 'tariff on everybody'?



The United States imported 
$427 billion
 worth of goods from China in 2023, Ms. Clausing said, while imports from the 
rest of the world
 totaled nearly $2.7 trillion. "So I would expect this to be a bigger shock, both to the U.S. economy but also abroad," she said.



Mr. Trump's 2018 tariffs on China caused a 
rebalancing of trade
, the International Monetary Fund found. China exported more to other countries, and other countries exported more to the United States.



"When you're putting a tariff on everybody, that reshuffling gets shut down, and it just becomes a big price shock to the world," Ms. Clausing said.



Mr. Trump and economists who support him have argued that tariffs would increase production at home, create high-paying jobs and decrease inflation. And, he says, it would bring in additional revenue.



Most economists, though, agree that the overall downsides outweigh the gains. Rounds of tit-for-tat tariffs would ultimately hurt every country by limiting trade, disrupting global supply chains, slowing growth and 
pushing up prices
.



Kiuko Notoya
 contributed reporting.
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Troubled Hedge Fund Two Sigma Replaces Feuding Founders



The multibillion-dollar trading firm said its billionaire co-chief executives, John Overdeck and David Siegel, would step down.




From left, David Siegel, Michael Bloomberg and John Overdeck in 2017. Mr. Siegel and Mr. Overdeck founded the hedge fund Two Sigma in 2001.




By Maureen Farrell


Aug 28, 2024


Two Sigma, one of the world's largest hedge funds, said on Wednesday that its billionaire co-founders, John Overdeck and David Siegel, would step down as co-chief executives.



Mr. Overdeck and Mr. Siegel, who founded the multibillion-dollar firm in 2001, have been engaged in 
a long, bitter feud
 that has spilled into public view. Last year, the firm -- once known for its commitment to secrecy -- warned in regulatory filings that the relationship between the men had turned so toxic that it could hurt the firm's prospects.



On Wednesday, Two Sigma also announced new co-chief executives: Carter Lyons, who currently serves as the fund's chief business officer, and Scott Hoffman, a former chief administrative officer and general counsel of Lazard.



In a letter to investors viewed by The New York Times, Mr. Overdeck and Mr. Siegel wrote that in the past year and a half, they "have dedicated significant effort to securing the long-term success and stability of Two Sigma."




Carter Lyons, the chief business officer of Two Sigma, is set to become a co-chief executive of the firm.




The new chief executives will take over on Sept. 30, the letter said. Two Sigma announced several other management changes, including one for Ali-Milan Nekmouche, who will expand his existing role at the fund to include chief investment officer, succeeding Mr. Overdeck.



It's unclear whether these announcements will quell concerns about the firm's future or ease tensions inside it. As part of the changes, Two Sigma told investors that they had created an extension to give them the option to redeem their investments until Sept. 18, according to a person familiar with the terms. Investors in Two Sigma can redeem only every few months or quarters, which varies by the particular fund, the person said. The window for investors to redeem money at the end of September would have otherwise already closed.



Two Sigma, which recently managed around $60 billion in assets, built its business around sophisticated, in-house algorithms that powered its trading.



The relationship between Mr. Overdeck and Mr. Siegel had become so fraught that they barely spoke to each other. Former employees said that because of this, it had become difficult to make straightforward decisions at the firm.



Mr. Overdeck and Mr. Siegel have an estimated net worth of $7 billion each, according to Forbes. The feud between the founders wasn't the only issue to spill into public view recently.



Mr. Overdeck was the target of a lawsuit by his wife, who said he and the couple's lawyers had moved billions of dollars of their joint assets into trusts that would shield them from her, their three children and the Internal Revenue Service. The couple are in the process of getting a divorce.



And in October, the firm told investors that an employee had altered some trading models without the firm's knowledge, affecting its returns and drawing regulatory scrutiny.
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Sarah Palin Is Granted New Libel Trial Against The New York Times



A federal appeals court said the judge overseeing the original trial, which Ms. Palin lost, had wrongly excluded evidence and might have swayed jurors as they were deliberating.




Sarah Palin has accused The New York Times of defaming her in an editorial.




By David Enrich


Aug 28, 2024


A federal appeals court on Wednesday ordered a new trial in a long-running and closely watched libel lawsuit that Sarah Palin, the former governor of Alaska and Republican vice-presidential nominee, brought against The New York Times.



The court found that Ms. Palin's original trial against The Times, which she lost in 2022, had been tainted by problematic rulings by the presiding judge.



The suit, which Ms. Palin first filed in 2017, accused The Times of defaming her in 
an editorial
 that wrongly suggested that she had incited a 2011 shooting at a political event in Arizona. Ms. Palin said the editorial had damaged her reputation, even though The Times had swiftly corrected and 
apologized for
 the piece.



A federal jury in New York City 
ruled for
 The Times. Ms. Palin appealed, arguing in part that the judge hearing the case had wrongly excluded evidence. She also argued that the jury may have been swayed when the judge announced that he planned to throw out the lawsuit even as the jury was continuing to deliberate.



The three-judge appeals panel in New York sided with Ms. Palin, saying the trial judge, Jed S. Rakoff, had made a number of errors that "impugn the reliability" of the verdict. The appeals court called for a new trial.



"Governor Palin is very happy with today's decision, which is a significant step forward in the process of holding publishers accountable for content that misleads readers and the public in general," Shane Vogt, Ms. Palin's lawyer, said.



"This decision is disappointing," Charlie Stadtlander, a spokesman for The Times, said. "We're confident we will prevail in a retrial."



As a politician, Ms. Palin often made media-bashing part of her rhetoric. Her lawsuit -- as well as the 10-day trial in February 2022 -- put her toe to toe with one of the country's most prominent mainstream news organizations.



The case was also freighted with extra significance because Ms. Palin's lawyers hoped to use it as a vehicle to overturn the Supreme Court's landmark First Amendment decision in New York Times v. Sullivan. That 
1964 ruling
, as well as a handful of subsequent cases, has made it much harder for public figures like Ms. Palin to win libel lawsuits.



While many view the Sullivan decision as 
a linchpin
 of the free press, a growing chorus of mostly conservative critics, including Justice Clarence Thomas, 
have argued
 in recent years that the precedent unfairly shields news organizations from accountability when they harm people's reputations.



The appeals court's 56-page ruling on Wednesday did not engage with the argument by Ms. Palin's side that the Sullivan precedent was obsolete. Instead, the three judges -- all appointed by Republican presidents -- faulted Judge Rakoff's handling of the trial. (In 2019, the same appeals court reversed his decision to dismiss the lawsuit before trial.)



Among other things, the appeals panel said Judge Rakoff had improperly prevented jurors from hearing evidence that might have shown that James Bennet, who at the time oversaw The Times's editorial board and edited the piece in question, knew or should have known that Ms. Palin did not incite the 2011 shooting in Tucson, Ariz.



That rampage, which left six people dead and gravely wounded a Democratic congresswoman, Gabby Giffords, came after Ms. Palin's political action committee published a map with cross hairs over several Democrat-controlled congressional districts, including Ms. Giffords's. The gunman, Jared Lee Loughner, was 
later found
 to have severe mental illness, and no evidence emerged that he had been motivated by politics.



Mr. Bennet's state of mind matters because under the Sullivan precedent, a public figure can prevail in a libel lawsuit only if she proves that a publisher acted with "actual malice," meaning that the publisher knew that what was written was false or acted with reckless disregard about the statement's accuracy.



Mr. Bennet, who left The Times in 2020, said at the trial that he had not intended to convey in the editorial that the map had caused the shooting.



The appeals court concluded that Judge Rakoff could preside over the retrial. "We are confident that the district judge will adhere to the principle of complete impartiality, and its appearance, in fulfilling his future judicial responsibilities in this case," the three judges wrote.
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Google Says It Fixed Image Generator That Failed to Depict White People



The company will allow users of its Gemini chatbot to create images of people with artificial intelligence after disabling the feature six months ago.




Weeks after Gemini was launched, users noticed that it would not show white individuals.




By Nico Grant


Aug 28, 2024


In February, Google faced a backlash from users who realized its A.I. chatbot Gemini was 
unable to reliably create images of white people
. To quell the controversy, the company shut down Gemini's ability to depict any human.



On Wednesday, Google began turning the feature back on for users who pay to use the English-language version of the chatbot, Gemini Advanced, the company said in a blog post. The company also said it would incorporate the latest version of its image generator, Imagen 3, into the chatbot.



The updates are an attempt at a redo for a company that has staked its future on artificial intelligence but has frequently failed to stick the landing with its A.I. products.



"With Imagen 3, we've made significant progress in providing a better user experience when generating images of people," Dave Citron, a Google senior director, wrote in a blog post. The service will be set not to depict photorealistic images of public figures, minors or violent imagery, he added.



Weeks after Gemini was launched, users noticed that it would not show white individuals. When asked to depict U.S. founding fathers and Catholic popes, for example, it depicted women and men of various races.



Besides sparking controversy, the revelation eroded confidence in Google's ability to manage artificial intelligence capabilities. The company had also stumbled with the initial launch of its chatbot Bard, which got a fact wrong in one of its first public outings. The Bard gaffe was an embarrassing moment just as the A.I. boom was starting to take off.



Critics of Google latched on to the problems with Gemini. Elon Musk, the owner of the social media service X, said on his platform that Google's A.I. "is so racist & sexist." A range of social media users echoed his remarks as Google vowed to fix the technology.



Besides incorporating the new version of Imagen into Gemini, Google announced that its corporate customers could start creating so-called Gems, which are customized versions of Gemini that can be used as a coding partner, learning coach or writing editor.



The company reminded users that even with improvements, its technology would make errors.



"Of course, not every image Gemini creates will be perfect," Mr. Citron wrote, "but we'll continue to listen to feedback from early access Gemini Advanced users as we keep improving."
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Warren Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway Hits $1 Trillion in Market Value



The conglomerate joined a small club of companies that have crossed the mark.



By Joe Rennison


Aug 28, 2024


Warren E. Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway climbed past a market valuation of $1 trillion on Wednesday, joining a small club of mammoth companies dominated by tech firms like Nvidia and Microsoft.



Berkshire's shares rose 0.7 percent on Wednesday, bringing their gain this year to more than 28 percent and adding more than $200 billion to the company's market capitalization -- a rally that has outpaced the broader market's rise. The S&P 500 is up 17.2 percent for the year.



Berkshire owns and controls firms like the insurance giant GEICO and the Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad, and holds stakes in many blue-chip companies like Apple and Coca-Cola. The conglomerate's ascent further entrenches Mr. Buffett's reputation as one of the most successful investors of all time, with Berkshire averaging a gain of about 20 percent a year since he took the helm in 1965.



Reaching a $1 trillion market valuation is "a big deal," said Kevin Heal, an analyst who covers the company for Argus Research, adding that the threshold "goes to show the long-term performance" of Berkshire and Mr. Buffett.



Every year, Berkshire holds its shareholder meeting in Omaha, where tens of thousands of people pack an arena to hear Mr. Buffett's folksy investing wisdom. This year's meeting, in May, was the first without Mr. Buffett's longtime foil at Berkshire, Charles T. Munger, the firm's vice chairman, 
who died in November
 at age 99.



Mr. Buffett, who turns 94 on Friday, and Mr. Munger built Berkshire's fortune by adhering to what's known as value investing: ignoring fads and seeking undervalued companies to invest in for the long term. Mr. Buffett broke it down in 1986 in what has become a much-repeated quote: "We simply attempt to be fearful when others are greedy and to be greedy only when others are fearful."



Berkshire's big bets on Apple, another company with a $1 trillion market cap, as well as financial companies like Bank of America and American Express, have paid off handsomely this year.



Exuberance over artificial intelligence has helped drive some big tech stocks -- and the broader market -- higher while improving confidence in the economy, and the Federal Reserve's ability to lower inflation without causing a more severe downturn has helped companies that typically rise and fall along with economic sentiment, like banks.



Apple has risen 18 percent since January, and even after Berkshire sold a large chunk of its stake in the company in the second quarter the tech company remained Berkshire's largest holding, according to filings. Berkshire is also sitting on more than $270 billion in cash, giving Mr. Buffett considerable resources to put toward other investments.



That might explain why Berkshire has managed to outpace the rise of the S&P 500 this year, though it's still not wholly clear, said Greggory Warren, an analyst who covers the company for Morningstar. Berkshire, he noted, is normally considered a defensive stock -- one that might fare better than the broader market in times of turmoil.



"I, unfortunately, don't have an answer as to why it is up as much as it is, other than that perhaps some market participants weren't buying into the tech-driven rally and wanted the downside protection of a Berkshire if things went south, or some thought Berkshire would benefit from A.I. through its large Apple stake," he said.



Bank of America, Berkshire's second-largest holding at the end of the second quarter, has risen almost 20 percent in 2024, while American Express, its third largest, has climbed nearly 40 percent. Berkshire has been selling shares in Bank of America, recent filings show.



The prospect of interest rate cuts beginning in September is seen as a positive for banks because they will be able to borrow more cheaply for short periods while still earning higher interest rates on longer-term loans like mortgages.



However, that same drop in rates could punish Berkshire's hefty cash holdings, which have largely been invested in short-term government debt.



"If anything, the firm should be facing some headwinds as the Fed looks set to start on its easing cycle next month," Mr. Warren said.



Coca-Cola, another beneficiary of a resilient economy and continued consumer spending, has risen over 20 percent this year.



Rounding out Berkshire's top five holdings is Chevron, pointing to the more mixed picture for Mr. Buffett's bets on oil companies. The price of Brent crude, the international benchmark, has nudged only slightly higher this year, with Chevron dipping roughly 2 percent over the same period.
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How Wall Street Learned About Last Week's Labor Data Before the Public



The Labor Department provided insight into a recent lapse in which revised payrolls data were given out a la carte before they were online.




It isn't clear how many investors got early access to the data, or whether anyone actually traded on the information. The revisions ultimately did not have a huge effect on stock markets.




By Jeanna Smialek and Ben Casselman


Aug 28, 2024


Banks and research firms that serve hedge funds managed to confirm a closely-watched economic data last week as much as 20 minutes 
before the data was posted online
, giving them a possible jump on financial market trading -- the latest in a series of lapses at the Bureau of Labor Statistics.



Now, details into what happened are beginning to emerge.



A technical issue prevented the data, which showed 
a large downward revision
 to job growth in 2023 and early 2024, from publishing on the agency's website at 10 a.m. as scheduled last Wednesday, according to details provided by the Department of Labor.



In response, agency technology staff began to load the data onto the site manually. At that point, starting a bit after 10:10 a.m., other bureau staff could see the update on the website -- even though it wouldn't be visible to the public until 10:32 a.m. And bureau staff began replying to people, including Wall Street firms, who called or emailed with questions. That enabled some to get access to key data before others.



It isn't clear how many investors got early access to the data, or whether anyone actually traded on the information. The revisions ultimately did not have a huge effect on stock markets. But the fact that Wall Street funds that make money by betting on every minor move in economic data -- including reports like this one -- managed to access the figures before the public at large has raised serious questions about what happened.



Part of the problem, according to the information provided by the department, is that the payroll revision data was not considered a "news release" like the monthly jobs data and inflation numbers. Those data are subject to strict to controls to avoid leaks. Instead, it was considered a "website release," which has fewer guardrails.



Unlike with a news release, the bureau had no backup plan to make sure there was a way to quickly push a website update out to the broader public, such as with prepared social media posts of data highlights.



But that is now poised to change. Going forward, the labor bureau will no longer have separate protocols for news releases and website updates. And senior staff will verify that the data are available to the public before the bureau begins to respond to individual inquiries or to provide data related to a current release, among other changes to communications protocols, according to the information provided.



Still, outstanding issues persist.



Among them, it is not clear why someone within the labor bureau did not compose and post a social media alert about the data once it became obvious that the figures were circulating on Wall Street but still unavailable to the general public. Nor is it totally clear at what point people within the department recognized that issue.



Beyond that, the episode highlights the blurry relationship lines between the government data provider and the financial firms that are among its heaviest data users.



While sophisticated data analysts have long received technical assistance from government data providers to help them to understand releases, a series of mishaps this year have illustrated that those relationships can easily tip into the realm of unfair advantage in an era in which once-obscure data releases have become closely scrutinized.



In February, a Bureau of Labor Statistics employee sent information about housing inflation to a group of "
super users
" that included a number of hedge funds. The information turned out to be inaccurate, but housing was of interest to many investors at the time. Given that, agency leaders have said that it was inappropriate to share information selectively.



And in May, the agency 
inadvertently posted
 data on the Consumer Price Index 30 minutes before the scheduled release time. The report is closely-watched and heavily-traded, and some Wall Street firms and data platforms monitor the part of the bureau's website -- internally called "
flat
 
files
" -- where the data was accidentally published. Less sophisticated users do not.



The repeated 2024 lapses, all three of which could have given Wall Street an advantage, risks undermining public trust in the institution's even handedness.
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Guest Essay



Kamala Harris and Donald Trump Are Shredding Basic Economic Good Sense








By Roger Lowenstein


Aug 27, 2024


At her speech on economic policy in Raleigh, N.C., this month, Kamala Harris uncorked a beautiful riff that 
slammed
 a certain policy proposal as nothing more than a "national sales tax" on the American public, one that would raise the price of "everyday products and basic necessities" and cost the typical family $3,900.



For once, a presidential candidate was speaking like an economist -- or at least, a practical policymaker with a realist's grasp of supply and demand.



The proposal she knocked was that of her opponent, Donald Trump -- namely, a tariff of as much as 20 percent (and considerably higher on Chinese imports). Vice President Harris got it right: Tariffs are a tax, paid by American consumers. They make the country poorer. When Mr. Trump tried them, he created no new net jobs, and American consumers, including employers that depend on foreign steel, were stuck with higher prices, hurting homegrown industry.



Moreover, other nations retaliated against U.S. exports. In retrospect, America produced a little bit more in areas where it is less competitive, such as washing machines, and sold less of what it does best, such as soybeans. That nonsensical result is why Mr. Trump's proposed tariff expansion remains one of the two worst ideas to surface in the campaign.



Unfortunately, the other one was unfurled in the same speech, and with equal violence to free market principles. Ms. Harris promised to seek federal authority to control food prices. Where she was hard-hitting and specific in describing Mr. Trump's failed tariff policy, she was censorious and vague in pitching price controls. She wouldn't go after all companies -- only "bad actors" that "exploit crises" by "price gouging."



Forget that her proposal addresses a problem that no longer exists (over the past year, food prices 
rose a mere 1 percent
) and that supermarkets operate on notoriously thin margins. More dismaying was her seeming ignorance that price controls, almost without exception, have led to shortages, supply chain disruptions and eventually higher prices. When Ms. Harris pledged to crack down on "opportunistic" offenders and 
restrict "excessive corporate profits
," she seemed unaware that exploiting opportunities for profit is exactly what private enterprise is intended to foster (Henry Ford, Steve Jobs, Warren Buffett -- opportunists all).



Tariffs and price controls are examples of the 2024 campaign's decided turn toward economic populism, as if production derived from central commands rather than from thousands of businesses and millions of individuals acting to earn a living and maximize profits.



At the Democratic convention last week, Ms. Harris struck an assured note on foreign policy, pledging to maintain America's global leadership, while barely touching economic issues. The Republican platform promised "the Greatest Economy in History" but was even thinner on detail. But the topic should, and presumably will, be on the menu at the candidates' debate.



Ms. Harris had the right idea on providing incentives to housing builders --when markets fail to satisfy basic needs, a federal response is appropriate. But she coupled it with a crowd-pleasing plan to stop "predatory" Wall Street investment. Won't less investment result in fewer homes? She also advances an imprudent suggestion of a $25,000 gift to first-time buyers to make housing more "affordable." The underlying housing problem is scarcity; throwing money at the existing supply will only further raise prices. Moreover, 15 years past the Great Recession, government ought to be wary of enhancing access to mortgages for people who can't afford them. The last time, that didn't go well.



Given that both campaigns recognize that recent inflation was an economic trauma, it's astonishing how blase each seems about possibly reviving it.



Surely, a Federal Reserve that waited too long to raise interest rates was one cause. Mr. Trump's solution is to turn the Fed into a political body (specifically, he wants to run policy out of the Oval Office). That might please the real estate industry, but not consumers and most other folks.



Another cause was huge government deficits, under both Mr. Trump and President Biden. With the national debt 
nearing
 a record as a share of the economy, the nonpartisan Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget 
notes
, "We're hearing shockingly little in the way of plans to turn things around."



During the 1970s inflation, author Robert J. Samuelson 
noted
, "All the programs of wage and price restraints actually made matters worse by obscuring the essential nature of inflation." In the current campaign, the candidates seem to be in battle over who can be more profligate.



Ms. Harris's "Agenda to Lower Costs for American Families"-- actually an agenda to reallocate costs through expanded entitlements and tax credits -- would 
increase deficits
 by an estimated $1.7 trillion to $2 trillion over the next decade. Mr. Trump has countered with a suggestion to end taxation of Social Security payments, which would increase deficits by 
approximately $1.7 trillion
. He made matters worse by pledging to excuse tipped income, either a dubious attempt at industrial policy, encouraging restaurants as opposed to, say, home construction -- or a brazen attempt to buy votes. Good enough for Mr. Trump, good enough for Ms. Harris -- who adopted the idea.



Some of Ms. Harris's spending plans are laudable, notably on child care, which will encourage work, and tax credits for low-enough incomes to counter poverty. But even good programs need to be paid for. And they should be weighed against the need to stabilize existing programs such as Social Security and Medicare. Neither campaign is proposing significant (and specific) spending cuts. How about eliminating child credits on higher incomes or erasing the mortgage deduction?



On the revenue side, Ms. Harris has proposed a significant hike in the corporate tax -- a step toward fiscal restraint -- but she has pledged not to raise taxes on individual incomes under $400,000, which would exempt 80 percent of taxable income. Mr. Trump simply wants to extend his income tax cuts -- by far the most expensive budget buster by either candidate. Lastly, Mr. Trump's proposal to drain the country of migrants could create sudden labor shortages and foster the kind of economic shock that revives inflation in a hurry.



Admittedly, forecasting presidential economic performance is a hazardous business. In 1929, the newly elected Herbert Hoover, a millionaire investor and highly regarded secretary of commerce, was considered the best-prepared economic steward since Alexander Hamilton. As president, he was a singular failure.



Richard Nixon, once famously anti-Communist, expanded the government and proposed a guaranteed income. He also imposed a disastrous wage and price freeze. And Jimmy Carter, often misperceived as an ultraliberal, initiated a generational shift toward deregulation. So maybe today's campaign pitches are more performative than predictive.



Still, it's worrisome to see the candidates talk down to voters. Ms. Harris and JD Vance, Mr. Trump's running mate, evince a fashionable anti-corporatism and a blithe faith in industrial policy. But private enterprise -- regulated and supplemented by responsible government, with ample safety nets -- was how America became an unparalleled economic success.



Contrary to what is often supposed, median real wages have been rising over a period of more than three decades, although not in every interim, including after the Great Recession and during the worst of the recent inflation. Looked at over the long haul, according to Michael Strain, an economist with the American Enterprise Institute, wages haven't been stagnating, although the tough periods can make it seem as though they are. Arkansas, one of the poorest states, today has a higher median household income than Germany does. The candidates might show a little more faith in how we got here.



Roger Lowenstein is the author of "Ways and Means: Lincoln and His Cabinet and the Financing of the Civil War."



Source photographs by Grant Baldwin and Anna Moneymaker via Getty Images
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Nicholas Kristof



Is Europe a Model for America? Or a Warning?








By Nicholas Kristof


Aug 29, 2024


For liberals like me, Europe has often seemed a charmed place with sound lessons for America.



Europe softened the harshest edges of capitalism, provided safety nets and in important ways has exceeded the United States in well-being. European infants are less likely to die than those in America, childbirth is less dangerous in Europe than in the United States, and Europeans live longer.



Northern Europeans 
work less
 than Americans -- only about 1,400 or 1,500 hours a year compared with 1,800 for Americans -- and mostly enjoy universal health care, free or subsidized child care and solid public schools.



University education is often free or inexpensive. People place more value on abortion rights than gun rights, while avoiding ferocious so-called bathroom wars. If you flip burgers at a 
McDonald's in Denmark
, you're paid more than $20 an hour, plus you enjoy six weeks of paid vacation, a year's maternity leave and a pension plan. And a red Burgundy is almost as good as an Oregon pinot noir!



Yet it's also only fair to point out that Europe is struggling today. The U.S. economy last year grew six times as fast as in the European Union, 
2.5 percent
 to 
0.4 percent
.



The United States abounds with tech successes like Apple, Google and Meta, but there isn't a single European company on one recent list of the world's 
top 10 tech companies
 by market capitalization. 
One list
 of "unicorns" -- start-ups worth more than $1 billion -- shows that Africa's smallest country, the Seychelles, has as many such firms (two) as Greece and almost as many as Italy or Belgium (three).



France offers almond croissants, luxury brands and an enviable way of life. But if it were a state, it would be 
one of the poorest
 per capita, on par with Arkansas.



Meanwhile, Europe's population appears to be 
peaking
 in this decade and set to fall significantly for the first time since the Black Death in the 14th century. The declines in population and aging of societies are likely to continue in ways that will diminish the continent's influence.



Militarily, Western Europe is dependent on the United States and unable to stand up to Russia on its own. Poland and the Baltic States do all they can, but unfortunately Europe today has no real leader: Germany's chancellor is the obvious person to play that role, but Olaf Scholz is a shadow of Angela Merkel.



Once the engine of the region, Germany is now sometimes dismissed as the 
sick man of Europe
. Partly for this reason, 
concern is growing
 that the faltering German government may cut support for Ukraine.



Meanwhile, President Emmanuel Macron of France is willing to lead, but no one wants him to.



"Our Europe can die," Macron 
warned
 in April at the Sorbonne; he is alert to the peril but has few allies at home or abroad.



A book in 2005 by the 
political scientist
 Mark Leonard explained "Why Europe Will Run the 21st Century." But by 
one European calculation
, if economies continue to grow at the current pace, by 2035 the average American and the average European will be as far apart economically as the average European and Indian are today (in fairness, assessing the gaps also depends on what exchange rate is used).



One reason gaps may grow is that the United States under President Biden is investing in computer chips, batteries and 
high-speed internet
; meanwhile, the European Union allocates 
almost one-quarter
 of its budget to agriculture and rural areas, sometimes subsidizing overproduction (so that Europe 
must then pay
 to turn so-called wine lakes into 
hand sanitizer
).



The upshot is growing concern about Europe's "competitiveness crisis." At this summer's 
Trilateral Commission
 gathering, in Brussels, I heard again and again variants of the idea that "America innovates" while "Europe regulates."



There's a case for regulation: In recent decades, I believe Europe has been better at protecting consumers from monopolies and toxic chemicals. But liberals like me should be sobered by the evidence that 
overregulation
 and weak governance in Europe may undermine the continent's future.



In fairness, critics sometimes make Europe into a caricature, ignoring its enormous strengths. Instead of making people indolent, its investments in human capital have empowered people to work: Labor force participation rates are higher in northern Europe than in the United States. That's partly because Europe does a far better job with child care, making it easier for parents to hold jobs.



It's also true that crises sometimes lead to new bursts of vitality. Some 15 years ago, Greece seemed quite hopeless. Now it is one of the fastest-growing nations in Europe. After an economic crisis in the 1990s, Sweden reinvented itself and has become a leader in 
global innovation
 and 
entrepreneurship
; it was Swedes who brought you Spotify.



And Estonia! Who would have bet in the 1990s that in 2024 one of the world's most high-tech countries would be tiny Estonia, still living next to the bear that once terrorized it? Estonia is one of the most digitally savvy countries in the world today, and it's a reminder that the economic engines of Europe may be moving to places once at the periphery.



J'adore l'Europe. I've lived at various times in both Britain and France and have traveled nearly everywhere on the continent. (Note to self: must get to San Marino and Belarus!) As I write this, I'm smiling at the memory of 
my Oxford college
 dormitory called the 
New Building
 -- built in the 1730s.



Yet Europe needs a future as vital as its past. I fear that unless it sheds pointless but costly regulations, embraces innovation and bolsters its national security, it may become less a model for the world's liberals than a warning.
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Guest Essay



My Bookshelf, Myself








By Margaret Renkl


Aug 26, 2024


My husband, Haywood, reached retirement age this summer, but instead of actually retiring, he decided to stay on and teach part time. I work from home, alone in a silent house, and I am thrilled to have more time with the person I like best in all the world. The only downside was his stuff. When it's time to give up his classroom, what does a veteran English teacher do with 37 years' worth of posters and three-ring binders and author photos and various bringing-literature-to-life aids? What does he do with all the books?



Whatever teaching materials his colleagues couldn't use, Haywood brought home, along with all the books, to a house already piled to the rafters with 
the belongings we inherited when our parents died
. It was no big deal to hang the pictures in my husband's home office, to lean the "Moby Dick"-era harpoon in a corner, but the books stymied us. Every bookcase in the house -- and there are 
a lot
 of bookcases in this house -- was already stuffed beyond budging.



One son and his sweetheart carried off three large cartons, mostly duplicates of books we already owned. The rest of the classroom books sat in boxes while we tried to figure out what to do with them.



People have been arguing that print is dead, or about to be dead, for at least half my husband's teaching career. It is not dead in this house. We write in books. We dogear pages and underline passages and draw little stars in the margins. To read a book after my husband has read it is to have a window into his curious and wide-ranging mind.



Before the objections commence, let me say that I am 100 percent in favor of every kind of reading there is: e-books, audiobooks, Braille books, graphic books, you name it. I'm for it all.



My husband and all three of our children borrow audiobooks and e-books by the hundreds from our public library. They read on various electronic devices, moving seamlessly from laptop to e-reader to phone app. It's much more convenient than what I do, which is carry books around in my bag, from which they sometimes leave and do not return. How many books have I lost in airports? I once lost two copies of Richard Powers's Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, "The Overstory," one right after another, on the same book tour. Thank heaven for airport bookshops.



I'm aware that a novel is not a thing. A poem is not a thing. Whether a story or a poem or an essay or an argument comes in through your ears or your eyes or your fingertips doesn't change the alchemy that happens in reading: the melding of writer and reader, one human heart in communion with another, and with all the others, past, present, and future, who have read the same book. That magic is unrelated to the delivery system of a text. It happens whenever and however a person reads.



Nevertheless.



I will always prefer a book I can hold in my hand, the kind that smells of paper and glue, the kind whose unfolding I control, no button or touchscreen involved, by flipping backward and forward with pages ruffling between my fingers. The physicality of it pleases me. I listen to audiobooks on solo road trips, but I always switch back to the physical book as soon as I unpack. Reading a book on paper feels slower -- calmer, stiller -- than encountering any digital text.



For me, a book made of paper will always be a beautiful object that warms a room even as it expands (or entertains, or challenges, or informs, or comforts) a mind, and a bookcase will always represent time itself. I walk past one of our bookcases, and I can tell you exactly why a particular book is still there, never culled as space grew limited, even if there is no chance I'll ever read it again.



When I reread a book from my own shelves, I meet my own younger self. Sometimes my younger self underlined a passage that I would have reached for my pencil to underline now. Other times she read right past a line that stuns me with its beauty today. I am what I have read far more surely than I am what I have eaten.



By looking at our bookshelves, I can tell you who my husband was, too -- the hardly-more-than-a-boy who read "A Brief History of Time" on our honeymoon, the young teacher who learned he was about to be a father by reading the inscription I wrote inside a copy of "The Oxford Book of Children's Verse in America," the doting son who memorized Irish toasts to please his aging father, who still had cousins back in the old country. To walk past our bookcases is to make a different study of the history of time.



So when the schoolbooks came home from Haywood's classroom, all we could do was build more bookcases and shoehorn them into his home office. They are likely to be the last bookshelves we will ever build. There is no room in this house for more, and the next house will be smaller. Too small for all these books. Almost certainly too small for sentimentality in any form.



In the meantime, our books ensure that I am still surrounded by all the selves I have ever been, and all the selves my mate has been, and the selves our children were when we held them in our laps and read aloud from the poetry collection I gave my husband when our oldest son was on the way. In that book are some of the same poems my father read aloud to me as a child.



Just as she did then, just as she did again when our sons were young and again whenever anyone opens that book now, Emily Dickinson is right there explaining how a book is a chariot "That bears the human soul."



However capacious her own inimitable soul, Emily Dickinson could not have conceived of a book that exists in paperback, much less as an mp3 or digital download. Even recognizing them as books, I will always have trouble warming to such forms myself. I prefer the messy shelves, the dogeared pages, the notes inscribed in a familiar hand. Someday, long from now, a child may open a book of poems and find the note I wrote to her grandfather on the flyleaf: "For Haywood, to read aloud (beginning in about nine months)." Maybe she will save it, too.



Margaret Renkl
, a contributing Opinion writer, is the author of the books "
The Comfort of Crows: A Backyard Year,
" "
Graceland, at Last
" and "
Late Migrations
."
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Charles M. Blow



Tulsi Gabbard, Robert Kennedy and Trump's 'Game of Thrones'








By Charles M. Blow


Aug 29, 2024


Donald Trump has surrounded himself with ideological shape-shifters -- former Democrats and former anti-Trumpers willing to profess a fawning loyalty to him.



One wouldn't be wrong to think that this results in a treacherous environment. But Trump prefers this sort of snake pit because he understands snakes.



On Tuesday, The Times 
reported
 that Trump plans to name Tulsi Gabbard and Robert Kennedy Jr., who both recently endorsed him, as honorary co-chairs of his presidential transition team. Gabbard and Kennedy sought the Democratic nomination for president -- Gabbard in 2020 and Kennedy in this election cycle before starting an independent bid.



But these two are only the latest onetime opponents that Trump has pulled into his orbit. Many of Trump's Republican primary challengers from 2016 and 2024 became sycophants, some of them gushing over him at last month's Republican National Convention. Some of his most vocal critics in Congress have become his confidants, like Senator Lindsey Graham, who once called Trump a "race-baiting, xenophobic, religious bigot."



Even his own running mate, JD Vance, once wrote that the former president "
is cultural heroin
" and behind closed doors called him "
America's Hitler
."



Trump embraces people who will swallow their words and bury their beliefs. He seems to like people to demonstrate that their convictions are hollow. To him, it seems obvious that those are people he can try to manipulate. They are the people he prefers, rather than 
those who tell him no
.



Trump is, above all, transactional, and in every transaction, he seeks leverage; once an opponent has bowed to him, he has the leverage he needs.



A parade of former Trump administration officials has condemned him or refused to endorse him, but he and his supporters dismiss them as turncoats. In a certain light, they have a point: Trump hasn't changed. They knew -- or should have known -- who he was when they accepted their posts.



Many Americans may not fully appreciate how much like "Game of Thrones" Washington politics is, how intoxicating political power can be, how proximity to that power orders society.



I believe that part of the genius of Trump wasn't really genius at all but simply the clarity of an outsider who assessed and then exploited the cravenness of much of our political culture.



He understood this social jockeying from experience: Trump is from New York, where he rose on the fringes of high society because he was too crass to be invited into it. His rise was propelled by, among other things, a hit television show, an assortment of cameo appearances in film and on television, a string of co-written books and being lionized in rap lyrics.



In his political career, Trump has turned the Republican Party -- and much of Washington -- into his real-life game of "The Apprentice," with various figures making expedient alliances, trying desperately to avoid elimination and all competing for his approval.



Washington, to Trump, is a survivalist game, and in it, compromising oneself is a small price to pay for survival.



In the end, in this game there are no victims. The pawns all play willingly. They abandon their morals and ethics of their own volition. They have seen the calamity Trump has brought to the lives of others who cross over to his side, yet they follow suit.



On Sunday in an 
interview
 on Fox News, Kennedy 
said
, "I think President Trump is going to make a series of announcements about other Democrats who are joining his campaign, and you know, I want to make America healthy again, and so does President Trump."



Now, Kennedy blows a lot of smoke, but the idea that Trump would make America healthy again is too much to take. When it comes to literal health, he failed as president to take the Covid-19 pandemic seriously and tried his best to repeal the Affordable Care Act. Metaphorically, he threatens to reshape government as we know it -- something Kennedy seemed to recognize in 2020, when he 
said
 that in many ways, Trump "discredited the American experiment with self-governance." Ditto Gabbard, who once 
called him
 "corrupt" and "unqualified to serve."



But they don't care about the obvious contradictions. They're playing the game. Trump wanted the fraction of support Kennedy drew this year and the imprimatur of a former Democratic congresswoman. In exchange, he'll grant them some marginal role and a trifle of power by association. Unless and until he takes it away: "Ron DeSanctimonious," anyone?



Washington, by some measures, is the most important city in the country. By others, it is the shallowest. Trump has exposed many of the city's players as apostates and built his Republican Party with these people at the core.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.
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letters



Criticizing a Conservative's Advice for Trump


Aug 28, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
Trump Can Win on Character,
" by Rich Lowry (Opinion guest essay, Aug. 28):



I have long wished that The Times ran a humor section. With the publication of Rich Lowry's essay, it appears that my wish has been granted.



What could be funnier than the thesis that Donald Trump -- with his convictions on 34 felony counts for fraud, his civil judgment for sexual assault and defamation, his bragging about grabbing women, his phony university diploma mill, his phony charitable foundation and his never-ending litany of lies -- could beat anyone on the basis of character?



Mr. Lowry should write for the late-night comics.



Norm Tabler
Carmel, Ind.



To the Editor:



In his essay, Rich Lowry of National Review outlines a strategy for Donald Trump to defeat Kamala Harris. But what Mr. Lowry fails to do is to articulate why anyone in his or her right mind would 
want
 Mr. Trump to be re-elected.



This isn't just a Democratic talking point. Staunch conservatives such as Michael Luttig, Liz Cheney and George Conway condemn Mr. Trump as a threat to our republic's institutions. The National Review as a conservative publication should be leading the charge against Mr. Trump. Its -- and Mr. Lowry's -- failure to do so no doubt causes William F. Buckley Jr. to be spinning in his grave.



Scott Schrum
Seattle



To the Editor:



It's quite telling that in Rich Lowry's piece he avoids discussing Donald Trump's own character, a topic on which there is little dispute, even among Republicans -- and on which Kamala Harris prevails dramatically. There has never been a president with a lower character than Mr. Trump, and it is obvious that Mr. Lowry knows this -- thus he avoids the comparison.



David Harris
West Chester, Pa.



Debate Rules




Vice President Kamala Harris




To the Editor:



Re "
Harris and Trump Feud Over Rules and a Host for the Sept. 10 Debate
" (news article, Aug. 27):



The honeymoon is over. After smooth sailing since President Biden withdrew as a candidate, Kamala Harris's campaign has made its first mistake: seeking to change the rules of the Sept. 10 debate so that microphones are on at all times.



Ms. Harris will eviscerate Donald Trump in a debate, regardless of the microphone rules, and she needs to make sure a debate happens. With this unforced error, she has given Mr. Trump an excuse to wriggle out.



Steve Nelson
Williamstown, Mass.



To the Editor:



Presidential debates have become more about which candidate "bests" the other in terms of insults and comebacks, rather than accuracy of the candidates' statements or the merit of their prospective policies. Here is a simple solution:



Why not have a panel of fact checkers operate in real time during a debate? Historically, viewers of debates are exposed to rhetoric that is spewed out in a boisterous manner, and statements are given credibility based solely on one candidate's delivery or the other candidate's lack of an eloquent retort.



It's time to force the candidates to debate on what really matters in an election: character, truthfulness and a genuine ability to lead the country and establish trust. Real-time fact checkers could force candidates to speak more accurately and require them to answer to false statements.



Jeff Rauso
Red Bank, N.J.



More Substance, Not Just Joy



To the Editor:



All the happy talk about Kamala Harris and her running mate, Tim Walz, will not help me when I'm checking out at the grocery store. Her ancestry and his career as a coach will not influence future decisions by Vladimir Putin or Xi Jinping or the Ayatollah.



Get real, please, and demand some substance from these joyful candidates.



Antonia Tamplin
Bronx



Be Cautious About Do-It-Yourself Pap Smears




This fall, self-collection kits for cervical cancer screening will arrive in doctor's offices, allowing patients to skip the discomfort of a Pap smear.




To the Editor:



Re "
A Do-It-Yourself Pap Smear Is on Its Way
," by Danielle Friedman (Science Times, Aug. 20):



As a board-certified obstetrician-gynecologist, I understand the importance of expanding access to cervical cancer screening. Cervical cancer can be prevented, so it's critical to address those who are under-screened or not screened.



Some women don't have access to screening or follow-up, so self-collection of vaginal cells to be tested for the strains of human papillomavirus, or HPV, that are most likely to cause cervical cancer could be a potential option. However, this method is not a replacement for 
the standard of care
: cervical specimens collected by a health-care provider.



The Food and Drug Administration has 
approved self-collection in a health-care setting
 when providers and patients determine that it's not possible for cervical specimens to be obtained. But the F.D.A. voiced concerns that if women who are regularly screened switched to self-collected vaginal specimens, it "could result in potential missed cervical disease cases that could have otherwise been detected and prevented using the current standard of care."



As with any new modality, we should remain cautious in our approach to self-collection. 
At least two studies
 have indicated that it's less likely to detect disease than clinician-collected specimens, and, in other countries, it has not been shown to increase screening participation or follow-up.



Addressing participation challenges, health disparities and gaps in care to improve cervical cancer screening is complex and varied -- and so must be our solutions.



Jessica Shepherd
Dallas



Require Nonprofit Hospitals to Provide Abortions




The offices of Affirmative Care Solutions in Danville, Ill., have remained closed since a potential arsonist rammed his truck into the building a year ago.




To the Editor:



Re "
For Abortion Providers, a Tough Business Gets Tougher
" (Business, Aug. 18):



It should not be difficult to provide abortion facilities in blue states.



Instead of abortion providers having to build stand-alone centers or rent clinic space from commercial landlords, state health regulators should require nonprofit hospitals, as a condition of their 
tax-exempt status
, to provide abortions on their premises.



At teaching hospitals, train the doctors to perform abortions there, too.



It is long past time to stop stigmatizing abortion. Separate abortion facilities are not equal health-care facilities.



Jonathan Kaufelt
Santa Monica, Calif.



Hats Reconsidered




Sean Stellato, an agent for several N.F.L. players, including Tommy DeVito of the New York Giants, is not known for subtlety.




To the Editor:



With all the hard news being covered -- especially politics and war -- I was very much amused by a lighter story in your newspaper, "
Underdogs, Rest Easy: The Fedora Is on Your Side
" (Styles pages, Aug. 22).



It was the hat of Sean Stellato, the stylish sports agent, that grabbed my attention. I am approaching my 79th birthday and can say that I have always hated hats, mainly for two reasons: I look silly in them, and I was forced to wear a hat in two diametrically opposed career fields. About 20 years ago, I even wrote a 4,000-word article for a local publication titled "I Hate Hats."



That all changed a week ago. Feeling frisky and with little to do, I visited a nearby hat shop with the idea of possibly breaking my steadfast no-hat rule. Overwhelmed by the sheer volume of hats and styles, I found myself trying on a fedora very similar to Mr. Stellato's. I ventured no further. This was it.



My fedora was not nearly as expensive as Mr. Stellato's Bellissimo, but it came from a reputable 100-year-old company based in Massachusetts.



I wore it to dinner with my wife and felt like a new man.



Bruce G. Levitta
Phoenix
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As Mexico's president nears the end of his six-year term, his final mission is a sweeping redesign of the judiciary that he says is needed to fight corruption.



But in a potential turning point for Mexico's democracy, President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador is facing a backlash from critics who say the move is a power grab aimed at eroding judicial independence and expanding the sway of his political movement.



The proposed changes would shift the judiciary from an appointment-based system largely grounded in training and qualifications to one where voters elect judges and there are few requirements to run. The move could potentially force more than 5,000 judges from their jobs, from the chief justice of the Supreme Court down to those at local district courts.



The judiciary rift in Mexico is the latest flashpoint in Mr. Lopez Obrador's tenure during which he 
has pushed for sweeping change
 that he argues will enhance governance, but critics warn could imperil the nation's democracy and rule of law.



Thousands of judges and court workers
 around the country have gone on strike in protest, and the U.S. ambassador last week called Mr. Lopez Obrador's push in the final weeks of his six-year term "a major risk to the functioning of Mexico's democracy," provoking 
a diplomatic spat
 between the two nations over the wisdom of the proposals, and whether the United States should be weighing in at all.




The intense debate around the proposals spotlights the rising anxiety in Mexico over the effect on judicial impartiality.




Claudia Sheinbaum, the president-elect who takes office in October, has hit back at such criticism, including the labeling of elections as a risk to democracy, reflecting the consensus among Mr. Lopez Obrador's allies in favor of the overhaul. The determination to push through the measures has kept financial markets on edge, marked by a 13 percent plunge since early June in the value of the currency, the peso.



The contentious debate highlights the growing unease in Mexico over the prospect that Mr. Lopez Obrador and his political party, Morena, are trying to lock in the political advantages they have now over a much longer period of time.



Norma Pina, who as chief justice of Mexico's Supreme Court has been a frequent target of Mr. Lopez Obrador's ire, said the proposed changes were already sending a chill throughout the legal profession in Mexico. Asked whether the overhaul could be a matter of simple retribution, she did not rule such motivation out.



"I hope that's not the case, because as a woman, a Mexican citizen, and a lawyer, this would be the worst thing that could happen to the country," Ms. Pina said in an interview.



Lenia Batres, a justice on the Supreme Court and a top ally of Mr. Lopez Obrador in the judiciary, brushed aside concerns over the proposed changes, arguing in an interview that they were needed because of a lack of "collaboration" between the judicial and executive branches.



"While one branch is thinking about building infrastructure, the other is sabotaging it," Ms. Batres said, referring to court rulings that have 
thwarted
 some of Mr. Lopez Obrador's most ambitious plans, including measures favoring the state-owned electrical power company over private companies.




Norma Pina, the first woman to serve as chief justice of the Supreme Court, has expressed strong opposition to the proposed judicial reform.




Even though Mr. Lopez Obrador has enjoyed historically high approval ratings, he had little hope of pushing the judicial changes through Congress when he formally introduced them earlier this year.



But then his allies, including Ms. Sheinbaum, the president-elect, won 
landslide
 victories in the June general elections, reshaping Mexico's political landscape.



After securing large legislative majorities, party leaders realized two things: They could obtain the votes needed to push through the proposals when the new Congress was seated in September, and then their supporters would be in a strong position to win judgeships in the newly created elections.



The party now has the judicial proposals at the top of the agenda for when the new Congress reconvenes next week.



The proposed judicial changes are already casting a pall over Mexico's economy, which had benefited from 
a near-shoring boom
 in recent years as companies shifted manufacturing operations to Mexico from China, making Mexico the 
top trading partner of the United States
.



Legal experts say there's widespread fear about the effect the overhaul could have on the judicial impartiality needed to resolve disputes between the government and businesses. Concerns have grown that companies could place future investment plans on hold.



Before going public with his criticism of the judicial measures last week, 
Ken Salazar, the American ambassador, had long adopted a conciliatory approach
 to managing his relationship with Mr. Lopez Obrador, sometimes siding with Mexico's president in domestic disputes in an effort to preserve cooperation in areas like migration enforcement.



But such diplomatic posturing became untenable as resistance to the judicial overhaul coalesced among American investors, parts of the Biden administration and both 
Democratic and Republican
 members of the U.S. Congress, said Jesus Silva-Herzog Marquez, a political scientist at the Monterrey Institute of Technology in Mexico.



"An opposing view emerged that is distinct from Ambassador Salazar's betting everything on a friendship with President Lopez Obrador," Mr. Silva-Herzog Marquez said.




Claudia Sheinbaum, a protege of Mr. Lopez Obrador, will succeed him in October. She supports the proposed changes.




Ms. Sheinbaum has tried to ease concerns over the measures, pointing out that many states in the United States elect their judges. Others have noted that President Biden is 
proposing
 his own changes for the U.S. Supreme Court, calling for term limits and an enforceable code of ethics.



But Mr. Biden's proposals are more modest in scale compared with Mr. Lopez Obrador's, argued Jose Ramon Cossio, a former justice on the high court. Mr. Biden is not calling for the entire federal judiciary or the Supreme Court to be elected.



Judicial experts, and many Mexican judges themselves, acknowledge that changes are needed to address corruption in Mexico's legal system, especially at the local level. But they say the overhaul isn't designed to address the deeper problems of graft nor the high levels of impunity for criminals, for which they say underfunded prosecutors and unprofessional police are more often to blame. 



In addition to judicial elections, the measures would downsize the Supreme Court to nine justices from 11, shorten their terms to 12 years from 15 and create a Tribunal for Judicial Discipline, also elected by popular vote, with broad powers to investigate, sanction or possibly even fire or impeach judges and Supreme Court justices.




Inside the Mexican Supreme Court. 




Some aspirants for judgeships, who often work for years as clerks or in other administrative positions in Mexico's courts as they undergo training, are in a state of shock over having their career paths upended.



"It makes me so sad and frustrated to see that all that merit and sacrifice is no longer valued," said Gabriela Medina, 40, a lawyer who worked for the last 14 years within the judicial system with the goal of becoming a federal judge. She took course after course, aced her exams and was expecting to be sworn in this summer, until the proposed overhaul suspended such ceremonies.



"Who is going to defend this country now?" she asked.



International legal experts say the changes could be a recipe for disaster, pointing to the recent 
example of Bolivia
. Evo Morales, a former president, succeeded in having Bolivia's high court judges and members of the Magistrates Council, a body that appoints and dismisses judges, elected from lists of candidates created by the national legislature.



Mr. Morales's allies packed those lists with candidates sympathetic to his government, then used the courts to hound political opponents. That strategy seemed to work for Mr. Morales until 2019, when protests around claims of electoral fraud 
forced him to step down
.




The proposed overhaul has led to strikes around the country, with thousands of judges and court workers opposed to the changes.




For his part, Mr. Lopez Obrador has shown little hesitancy in attacking the judiciary and individual judges, often calling them out by name at his daily news conferences and blasting them over specific rulings. He has also tried to 
weaken
 other institutions, like the election agency that helped push the country away from the decades long 
one-party rule of the Institutional Revolutionary Party
 -- and which also has provided checks on the power of the Morena party.



His allies are also planning to push other far-reaching initiatives through Congress in the coming weeks. These include shutting down the government agency set up to uphold freedom of information laws and another agency designed to coordinate anti-corruption efforts at all three levels of government.



"This president does not believe that judges have the legitimacy to challenge him," said Ana Laura Magaloni, one of Mexico's top legal scholars.



But allies of the president, flexing their political muscle with large legislative majorities, are minimizing such concerns.



Mario Delgado Carrillo, a cabinet appointee in Ms. Sheinbaum's incoming administration, said that legislators should approve the overhaul as a "great gift" for the departing Mr. Lopez Obrador.



Emiliano Rodriguez Mega
 contributed reporting from Mexico City.
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Italians Fight for the Right to Feast on the Beach



For those who feel priced out of expensive, privatized seaside clubs in Italy, elaborate lunch spreads feel like the last bastion of good spirits.




In Italy, elaborate beach lunches are a longstanding tradition that is being threatened by the rise of private beach clubs.




By Emma Bubola


Aug 28, 2024


At 1 p.m. at the San Girolamo beach in Italy's southern city of Bari, as the sun reached its summit and temperatures came close to 100 degrees, the smell of fried green peppers made its way through a thick maze of umbrellas and folding chairs.



On plastic tables, decks of playing cards and crossword puzzles were replaced by cotton tablecloths, and loud shouts summoned the children for lunch. Aluminium trays of lasagna, rice with mussels and potatoes, seafood pasta, raw octopus and fried sausages were all served, as part of a longstanding Italian tradition of feasting on the beach.



"When it's too hot we make vegetables," said Grazia De Giosa, 61, who had prepared a three-course meal for her extended family. "Like parmigiana."



But over the last couple of summers, the beloved ritual has become a source of tension. Locals have noticed that a growing number of beach clubs on the Apulian coast around Bari, a stronghold of seaside picnics, have started banning people from coming in with food.



"On a private beach, it's not nice to see these banquets," said Erika Scarimbolo, 23, a bar waitress at the Adria 3.0 beach club in San Girolamo, one of many businesses that have sprung up in recent years with the region's booming tourism trade. "An owner sometimes needs a little decorum."



In a country where for many people, lunch and the beach are the summer's often inextricable protagonists, the new directives caused a stir. Local newspapers scrupulously reported the clashes at the beach clubs' gates. "Apulia: the Beach-Picnic 'War'," 
read a headline
 in Italy's largest newspaper, Il Corriere della Sera. Dozens of articles tried to answer the question of whether it was legal to bar people from bringing their cooking to the beach. Lawyers, and even politicians, 
weighed in
.



By law, no one can bar Italians from bringing their own food to beaches -- which are all public, while resorts only provide a service on them. But because the clubs operate under such a peculiar legal arrangement, some owners have taken to enforcing what are generally the unwritten rules about eating out, which include not bringing your own food.



But some Apulian working families who feel priced out of their increasingly popular, 
privatized
 and expensive beaches, the rules were seen as yet another barrier.



On Bari's beaches, as they passed around frosted Peroni bottles constantly emerging from coolers, Apulians angrily discussed the new bans. Their gazebos and luncheons, they said, felt like the last bastion of good spirits in a region many now struggle to recognize.



"It's illegal what they do, putting their hands into people's bags," said Michele Scorca, after eating a meal of roasted chicken and potatoes by the water.



"In order not to get into fights, we come here," he said of the San Girolamo beach, a narrow stretch of sand overlooked by apartment buildings that has remained public, or a "free beach," as Italians put it.




Many of the beach clubs sell their own food, and don't want outside meals, like the one pictured here, brought in.




The number of beach clubs in Apulia has increased by 50 percent in the past decade or so, foreign tourism has more than doubled, and parts of the coast have become virtually inaccessible to working families.



The lunch on the beach "is all we have left," said Paolo De Tullio, 67, as his family debated whether it would rain on the following day, and whether they would eat baked bucatini. "Coming here is our right," he said.



The sentiment was shared across the deck chairs.



"Apulia is not ours anymore," said Giovanni Paccione, who had just finished a feast of fried shrimp, seafood spaghetti and roasted peppers with tuna, garlic and parsley.



He reminisced about the time when the beaches in Savelletri, now home to the luxury resort that 
hosted the Group of 7 summit
 in June, were open for everyone to enjoy and overeat.



"Now they bought everything," he said.



Francesco Telegrafo, an owner of the Adria 3.0 beach club, said that he understood that "it's deep-rooted in our blood to take half of our home to the beach," and that he kept the prices low to accommodate the needs of local families. But, he added, "You just need to do it with measure."



A few meters away, at the public beach, measure was not on the menu.



The Stasi family had come with several tents, a dozen pans, portable stoves, buckets overflowing with chopped tomatoes, two-liter bottles filled with olive oil, and a raft of coolers.



"We make sure nothing is missing," Caterina Catacchio said as she ate a plate of rice salad while pasta water, ready for fresh cavatelli, simmered nearby. Trays of salami, octopus salad and panzerotti circulated among the friends and family members. "She brought her whole fridge from home," Ms. Catacchio said, gesturing to a friend.



The word "fagottari" -- roughly translated as "bundle-bearers" -- has been used to describe Italians bringing their own food to the beach since the 1950s, when seaside mass tourism exploded after World War II, and factory workers finally took to the beaches for their summer vacations. Black-and-white movies show Italians eating pasta on the porch of their cabins, or shlepping gigantic watermelons on the bus to the beach.



Over time, the habit has become less prevalent, with many Italians buying sandwiches or snacking at bars. But according to 
an August survey by Coldiretti
, Italy's biggest farmers' association, rising prices have pushed a growing number of Apulians to return to bringing their own lunch to the beach.



While most prefer rice or pasta salads, according to the poll, more than 20 percent of the population still favors lasagna, eggplant Parmesan, meatballs or frittata.



In Bari, some even prepared roasted ciole, or horse offal.




The beach outings often bring many generations of a family together, from great-great grandmothers to infants.




Many of the women had gotten up between 4 and 6 a.m. to cook, making the traditional rice with lentils, stuffed cuttlefish or the cialda, a salad of tomatoes, cucumbers, potatoes and red Acquaviva onion.



Families gathered, from great-great grandmothers to weeks-old babies. They tendered slices of rice frittata to the African sellers working on the beach, and sat together for hours in an endless stream of jokes and focaccias.



"When the summer starts, I look like this," said Luigi Lotriglio, 67, showing his pinkie. "At the end of the summer I look like this," he said, pointing at his round belly.



"We don't give a damn about our figure," said Ramona Reda, 35, sitting by a plate of deep-fried fish.



"In case we feel sick, she works at the emergency room," said Isabella Stella, 27, referring to a relative who was entering the water for a post-Parm dip.



Antonio Rovero, a refrigeration technician, looked over a trays of rolls of pork stuffed with cheese, and prepared for an inevitable afternoon nap.



He had just finished eating baked pasta with meatballs, which he said his wife had covered in a layer of eggplant Parmesan. "Otherwise," he said, "it has no taste."



Follow 
New York Times Cooking on Instagram
, 
Facebook
, 
YouTube
, 
TikTok
 and 
Pinterest
. 
Get regular updates from New York Times Cooking, with recipe suggestions, cooking tips and shopping advice
.
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Typhoon Shanshan Lashes Japan With Torrential Rain



Some flights and trains were canceled, and rescuers in the central region were searching for three people whose home was struck by a landslide.




Waves hitting a coastal area of western Japan on Tuesday.




By Hisako Ueno and Yan Zhuang


Aug 28, 2024


Typhoon Shanshan was bringing torrential rainfall and dangerous winds to Japan as it churned toward the country's southwest on Wednesday afternoon. The authorities warned that wind speeds could strengthen and topple some homes.



In Aichi Prefecture in central Japan, rescuers were looking for three people after a landslide struck their home, the public broadcaster NHK 
reported
 on Wednesday morning. Another two residents had been rescued.



Japan Airlines 
said
 that it had canceled some Wednesday flights that had been scheduled to arrive or depart from some airports in central Japan, including from Osaka Kansai Airport, one of the country's largest. All Nippon Airlines, the country's largest airline, 
said
 that the storm was expected to affect some flights at Osaka airport.



Japan's high-speed rail network, the Shinkansen, began to cancel some services starting on Tuesday. The number of cancellations was expected to grow on Wednesday and Thursday, its operators warned.



In some cities in central and eastern Japan, up to 10 inches of rain fell within a 24 hour window between Tuesday and Wednesday. Some cities in Japan were buffeted by winds of up to 86 miles per hour, equivalent to those of a Category 1 hurricane.



The typhoon slowed overnight as it approached the Amami Islands, an archipelago southwest of Japan's mainland. Its sluggish motion will significantly increase how much rain it dumps over parts of Japan and lengthen the amount of time that damaging winds will lash the coast, the country's meteorological agency 
said
.



The storm was shifting north on Wednesday and on Thursday was expected to approach Kyushu, one of Japan's main islands, the agency said. It may make landfall in Kyushu, the agency 
said
, but forecasters are uncertain about its exact path.



The start of the Pacific Ocean typhoon season this year has seen a lower number of tropical storms than average, in part because of the 
La Nina weather pattern
 that is predicted to arrive later this summer, according to the National Weather Service.



La Nina, which is defined by cooler equatorial sea surface temperatures, typically increases wind shear -- changes in wind speed and direction -- in the central Pacific region, which makes it harder for storms to develop, the Weather Service 
said in May
.



Judson Jones
 contributed reporting.
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U.K.'s Starmer Wants to 'Turn a Corner on Brexit.' What Does That Mean?



On a trip to Germany, Prime Minister Keir Starmer exchanged warm words with Germany's chancellor, Olaf Scholz. But a reset with the European Union will depend on actions too.




Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany, left, with Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain on Wednesday in Berlin.




By Stephen Castle


Aug 28, 2024


Promising a "once in a generation" rapprochement with Germany, Britain's prime minister, Keir Starmer, on Wednesday pushed his plan to boost post-Brexit ties across Europe.



But while his visit to Berlin generated warm rhetoric and underscored a change of tone from the previous Conservative government's approach, little detail was forthcoming on how repairing relations with European member states would bring about actual policy change.



After talks with the German chancellor, Olaf Scholz, Mr. Starmer said he expected that a new Anglo-German treaty, covering defense, technology, business and culture, would be struck by the end of the year as part of a broader reset of relations with the European Union.



Even as the prime minister smiled and said he was "
delighted"
 to be standing alongside Mr. Scholz, he did not commit to specific policy changes and reiterated his election pledge that Britain would not rejoin the bloc's economic structures. He said that Britain had "no plans" to agree a mobility scheme -- of the type favored by Germany -- that would help young Britons and their European counterparts cross the channel to work, though he did not rule out that prospect when asked later by reporters.



Britain's 2016 referendum, in which the country voted by a narrow majority to leave the European Union, plunged it into a sustained political crisis and raised tensions with its member states. In the years that followed, fractious Brexit negotiations under the pugilistic prime minister Boris Johnson torched ties with many European capitals. His short-lived successor, Liz Truss, once pointedly refused to say whether the French president, Emmanuel Macron, was a friend or enemy.



So the first phase of Mr. Starmer's re-engagement with European leaders is simply to be pleasant to them, said Charles Grant, director of the Center for European Reform, a research institute. "This is all about mood music, rebuilding trust, restoring confidence, being nice to people, being polite and showing that we have changed -- which sounds obvious but is really important," he said.



While the charm offensive was going "very well indeed," Mr. Grant said that agreeing to specific changes would be much harder for Mr. Starmer.



Mr. Scholz, a fellow center-left politician, gave Mr. Starmer a cordial welcome, describing Germany and Britain as "good friends, close partners and trusted allies." He said that the planned treaty was "grounded in a new spirit of cooperation," and that Germany wanted "to take the hand that has reached out to us."



But he also expressed his desire for more freedom of movement for young people, noting that "contacts between our societies, between Germans and people in the U.K., have declined massively after Brexit and the Covid-19 pandemic -- we want to change that."




Mr. Scholz, left, described Germany and Britain as "good friends, close partners and trusted allies."




Mr. Starmer, who said he wanted to "turn a corner on Brexit," later flew to Paris, where he planned to attend the Paralympics opening ceremony and meet Mr. Macron, with whom he also has a strong rapport.



Before becoming prime minister, Mr. Starmer once campaigned to overturn Brexit, but he later abandoned that stance and ruled out a significant rethink.



Still, he hopes to improve the terms of a minimalist trade and cooperation agreement that was struck with the European Union by Mr. Johnson.



While Berlin might be able to offer Britain limited measures to improve economic cooperation, Germany's trade policy is dictated by its membership of the European Union.



Any significant changes would have to be agreed not in Berlin, but in Brussels.



Mr. Starmer may try enlisting Mr. Scholz's help in changing that. But in Berlin the main focus was on improving defense and security ties. Concerns about America's commitment to Ukraine if Donald J. Trump wins the presidential election have underscored the importance to Germany of boosting defense cooperation. A key pillar of the new treaty with Britain, the German government said in a statement, would be to strengthen "the links between our defense communities, industries and armed forces."



Britain's push to improve economic ties with the European Union will likely have to wait until the fall, when a new team is in place at the bloc's main executive body, the European Commission.



Mr. Starmer has already said that he wants to improve trade in food, animal and plant products that have been tied up in post-Brexit bureaucracy. In exchange, Britain would have to accept some European veterinary safety standards.



Mr. Grant said that to win trade concessions, Britain would have to engage with key European demands, including a comprehensive agreement on fishing rights, a deal to help young people move more freely across the continent, and Erasmus, a student exchange program that Britain quit as part of Brexit.



A youth mobility scheme could be politically sensitive in Britain, where legal immigration increased rapidly after Brexit. But the government's objections to rejoining Erasmus relates to financial pressures, Mr. Grant said. Estimates suggest it could cost the country 2 billion pounds, or $2.6 billion, over seven years.



"Changing the nitty-gritty will be much more difficult because Britain is going to have to bite the bullet and do some of the things the E.U. wants it to do," Mr. Grant said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/28/world/europe/keir-starmer-britain-germany-brexit.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            International
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Obituaries
          
        

      

      National

      
        Will Harris's Lead Last? A Few Questions That Will Shape the Answer.
        A certain kind of change candidate that is proving tough for Donald Trump to attack.

      

      
        Trump Suggests Debate Rules Are Set. Harris's Team Says Otherwise.
        The two have been tussling over whether microphones will be muted when a candidate isn't speaking during the debate, which is scheduled for Sept. 10.

      

      
        In the Battle for Georgia, Democrats Lose a Key Fighter
        Bishop Reginald T. Jackson, a leader of the A.M.E. Church, turned Georgia into a political machine for Democrats by mobilizing voters of faith. Now, he is leaving the state just months before the November election.

      

      
        Voting Rights for Nebraska Felons in Flux as Election Day Approaches
        Nebraska's attorney general not only cast doubt on a newly enacted law, but also on the state's longstanding policy of allowing many people who finished criminal sentences to vote.

      

      
        Texas Removed 1 Million From Voter Rolls. But Most Had Moved or Died.
        Gov. Greg Abbott celebrated the purge, but the numbers were in line with routine culling from the past. Democrats said some removals sent a chilling message to Latino voters.

      

      
        'A Terrible President': 12 Times Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Criticized Trump
        Mr. Kennedy's recent alliance with Donald J. Trump represented a sharp reversal of a long-combative relationship.

      

      
        Trump Videos at Arlington Stir More Fallout After Gravesite Visit
        The family of a Green Beret buried there expressed concern about videos and photos taken by his grave. And a cemetery employee declined to press charges after an altercation with the Trump team, fearing retribution.

      

      
        How the Federal Cases Against Trump Came Sputtering Back to Life
        After legal setbacks and long delays, Jack Smith, the special counsel, is signaling that he will pursue both the classified documents and election cases through the homestretch of the presidential campaign.

      

      
        Harris's Ad-War Message: Trump Is Pro-Billionaire, She Worked at McDonald's
        The ads, focused on cutting costs, are meant to win over voters who believe Donald Trump would be better on the economy. They also signal a shift in tone from President Biden.

      

      
        Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Sawed the Head Off a Whale and Drove It Home, Daughter Says
        Three decades later, an environmental organization is calling for an investigation.

      

      
        Heat Deaths Have Doubled in the U.S. in Recent Decades, Study Finds
        The finding comes as a late-August heat wave bears down on a significant part of the country.

      

      
        The Mosquito-Borne Virus Raising Alarms in the Northeast
        Recent infections from the Eastern equine encephalitis virus are worrying health officials. Severe cases can be deadly or leave lasting injuries.

      

      
        A Rare but Dangerous Mosquito-Borne Virus Is Changing Routines in Massachusetts
        Ten communities are at high or critical risk from Eastern equine encephalitis, which killed a man in New Hampshire this month and sickened two people in Massachusetts and Vermont.

      

      
        House G.O.P. Releases Jan. 6 Videos of Pelosi, Seeking to Shift Blame From Trump
        In recordings shot for a documentary, the House speaker at the time raged about the attack on the Capitol and said she took responsibility for not pushing the police to prepare better for violence by Trump supporters.

      

      
        Election Worker Charged With Taking Kickbacks for Polling Place Jobs
        Federal prosecutors said Nicole Torres sold election jobs to Bronx residents for $150 apiece. It is just the most recent smudge on the reputation of the New York City Board of Elections.

      

      
        Man Is First to Be Charged in New York With Wearing a Mask in Public
        Wesslin Omar Ramirez Castillo was frisked and charged with knife possession after the police stopped him for wearing a ski mask.

      

      
        
          	
            International
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Obituaries
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Will Harris's Lead Last? A Few Questions That Will Shape the Answer.



A certain kind of change candidate that is proving tough for Donald Trump to attack.



By Nate Cohn


Aug 27, 2024



Republicans have struggled to cast Kamala Harris in a negative light.




Kamala Harris has wrapped up an extraordinary month.



In that short time, she's 
completely transformed
 the 2024 presidential election. She 
leads
 in most national and battleground state polls, and the real-world signs of the enthusiasm for her candidacy are everywhere, from filled-up stadiums to 
record-setting
 campaign contributions.



All this was hard to imagine before President Biden dropped out, when a majority of Americans had an unfavorable view of her. Her previous run for president did not go well. If anything, her record in national politics saddled her with considerable baggage, including a high-profile role on immigration policy in the Biden administration and a series of unpopular policy pronouncements in her last presidential campaign.



But Vice President Harris turned around her fortunes anyway -- and quickly. Clearly, many Americans did not have a strong view of her, and after a month of well-delivered speeches and upbeat appearances in the national spotlight, she has successfully reintroduced herself to the country. Now, more battleground state voters say they have a favorable than unfavorable view of her -- no small feat in a jaded and divided country.



But this extraordinary turnaround wasn't just about Ms. Harris. It was also about voters' immense dissatisfaction with a Biden-Trump rematch, which had brought 
anxiety
 and 
dismay
 to millions. In an instant, Ms. Harris's candidacy offered these voters what they had been yearning for: something new, different and more hopeful than that dreaded rematch. It uncorked years of pent-up Democratic enthusiasm. It let Ms. Harris 
bring the joy back
.



As a result, she has become a certain kind of change candidate. No, she doesn't represent a change in policy or party, but she represents the promise of a new beginning. She has also turned Donald J. Trump into a something like a candidate of the status quo, or even the past -- not the policy status quo, but the candidate of a contentious and exhausting decade of American political life.



It was enough to give Ms. Harris a lead heading into her convention. If history is any indication, her edge could expand further in the next wave of polls, taken after 
tens of millions
 watched her nationally televised address.



Whether that lead will last until November will depend, in part, on the answers to these questions:



Is this just a bounce?



Ms. Harris has made a good impression, but has she made a lasting impression?



If there's a risk in 
her current numbers
, it's that she's riding a polling "bounce" -- a political sugar high, fueled by positive but unsustainable event-driven media coverage.



These polling bounces are common in the wake of debates or conventions, and Ms. Harris's last month has some of those characteristics. She benefited from multiple events that let her bask in the national spotlight: her entry into the race; the Democratic embrace of her candidacy; her vice-presidential selection. Then came the Democratic convention, a textbook case for a media-fueled surge.



As the name implies, bounces don't usually last. But sometimes, bounces permanently reshape the race -- they become bumps, if you prefer. The 1992 presidential election, for instance, was permanently changed by the Democratic convention, when an unpopular but still ill-defined Bill Clinton unified a divided party and 
helped drive Ross Perot out of the race
 (he returned to the race in the fall).



If Ms. Harris's position mostly holds after the spotlight fades, the next question is whether her support will be resilient enough to withstand the difficulties ahead. So far, she hasn't faced any real adversity in the campaign -- there haven't been any glaring missteps, tough news cycles or hard-hitting investigative stories. At some point, expect this to change; it typically does.



Here's what we know: Views of Ms. Harris aren't set in stone. A CBS News poll before the convention found just 64 percent of registered voters said they knew what she stood for. That's what presented the opportunity for her to redefine herself over the last month. It also means it's not safe to assume her position is durable today.



Can Trump redefine Harris?



Ms. Harris didn't just improve her standing over the last month; Mr. Trump and the Republicans failed to define her in a negative light.



Here's a bit of what the Republicans and Mr. Trump have tried:



None of these have seemed to land so far. Why not? It's worth breaking them down into a few categories.



Personal attacks. 
For the most part, they've fallen flat. There's one obvious reason: These attacks don't really strike at her integrity. 



There is no scandal or allegation that she's part of the 
swamp
. To be blunt: There isn't really a reason to dislike her as a person on this list, leaving aside what you may think of her politics.



The perception of a clean record is a big deal in today's cynical era. It's an especially big deal against Mr. Trump, who feeds off the sense of a broken, corrupt system that looks out for elites, not the public interest. If there was one missed opportunity at the recent convention, it may have been that Ms. Harris didn't lean into this further, by promising to take on corruption, corporate power and special interests in Washington.



Issue-based attacks.
 These have gotten more traction, but not much. In the last 
New York Times/Siena College
 
polls
, less than half of battleground state voters said Ms. Harris was "too liberal or progressive," even though she ran a left-leaning presidential campaign five years ago.



One reason "Comrade Kamala" hasn't landed: Ms. Harris is not a hero of the activist left, like Elizabeth Warren or Bernie Sanders. She did embrace many progressive positions in 2019, but she did so to earn the support of the left -- not because she's its natural champion. Indeed, her campaign was criticized for 
not clearly standing for much of anything
.



Attacks on her consistency. 
The public may not see her as Comrade Harris, but it does see the case for "Kama-kameleon." A majority of voters in the last Times/Siena polls agreed that she flip-flops on the most important issues.



There's vulnerability here, but "flip-flopper" isn't usually the most potent attack. It takes a special set of circumstances for "flip-flopper" to derail a candidacy, like flip-flopping in a way that undermines the credibility of a candidate's central message.



John Kerry and Mitt Romney, for instance, were trying to campaign against the very positions -- the Iraq War and Obamacare -- that their opponents argued they had previously supported. If Ms. Harris were campaigning 
against Medicare for all
, her previous support for the policy would be a major issue, but that's not the case here.



Republicans seem to know this, and they've taken a different approach, asserting that her 2019 views on fracking, immigration and other topics represent her "real" views on the issues.



Attacks on her race and gender. 
After initially calling Ms. Harris a D.E.I. hire and questioning her racial identity, Mr. Trump has mostly moved on from identity-based attacks. And interestingly, she's rarely been attacked in a way that seems focused on her gender. The jab at her laugh is one exception, but not one that resonated. Not even her critics say she's "shrill" or "unlikable," as some previous female candidates for president have been called.



Why haven't these kinds of attacks landed? That's probably worth an article in its own right, and there are a lot of possible explanations -- including sexist ones, like Ms. Harris's 
smile
 and "
joyful
" campaign fitting societal expectations for women. Whatever the explanation, these attacks aren't central to the Trump campaign, at least for now.



Attacks for not actually representing change. 
Over the last few days, there's been a new line of attack: She's just more of the same failed Biden-Harris administration policies.



There's no funny nickname or New York Post headline to go along with this attack so far, but its importance is obvious. Unlike the others, it goes to the heart of her early strength in the campaign: the notion that she represents change.



In 
the last
 Times/Siena battleground polls, half of voters said she would bring "the right kind of change" for the country, slightly more than said the same for Mr. Trump. Whether Ms. Harris's strength rests on firm ground depends in part on why, exactly, voters were so dissatisfied with Mr. Biden and the state of the country. It's been a central question all cycle, and even without Mr. Biden at the top of the ticket, it still has the potential to decide the election.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/27/upshot/harris-trump-polling-bounce.html
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Trump Suggests Debate Rules Are Set. Harris's Team Says Otherwise.



The two have been tussling over whether microphones will be muted when a candidate isn't speaking during the debate, which is scheduled for Sept. 10.




Vice President Kamala Harris




By Maggie Haberman and John Koblin


Aug 27, 2024


Donald J. Trump announced for a second time that he would participate in a presidential debate with Vice President Kamala Harris hosted by ABC News and suggested that the question of whether microphones will be muted when a candidate isn't speaking had been resolved.



But a person briefed on the Harris campaign's thinking said the issue of whether the microphones will be muted -- something the Trump team favors and the Harris team does not -- remains an open discussion. A spokesman for ABC declined to comment.



Mr. Trump wrote on his social media website that the rules of the debate "will be the same as the last CNN Debate, which seemed to work out well for everyone except, perhaps," President Biden.



The debate hosted by CNN, which took place in Atlanta on June 27, was calamitous for Mr. Biden, precipitating his decision on July 21 to end his re-election effort. During that debate, microphones for the candidates were muted when they weren't speaking, a term encouraged by the Biden team.



That was ultimately seen by Mr. Trump's advisers as beneficial to him, because it prevented the former president from the type of frequent and self-harming eruptions he is prone to. Instead, the focus was on Mr. Biden and his struggles to articulate his thoughts.



Politico reported on Monday that the Harris and Trump team had 
hit an impasse over whether the microphones
 will be muted for the Sept. 10 debate, set to take place in Philadelphia.



Mr. Trump's team accused the Harris team of a bait and switch. Yet Mr. Trump himself, in an appearance on Monday in Virginia, said he personally didn't care.



"Doesn't matter to me," Mr. Trump said. "I'd rather have it probably on. But the agreement was that it would be the same as it was last time."



Ammar Moussa, a Harris spokesman, said in a statement that, "Both candidates have publicly made clear their willingness to debate with unmuted mics for the duration of the debate to fully allow for substantive exchanges between the candidates -- but it appears Donald Trump is letting his handlers overrule him. Sad!"



The Sept. 10 debate was first agreed to when Mr. Biden was still in the race. The Harris team planned to stick with it, but Mr. Trump vacillated, and then announced in a news conference roughly three weeks ago that he would be there. Then on Sunday, he 
raised the prospect he might not attend after all
, claiming the network was biased against him. Ms. Harris's team on Monday publicly pushed the issue of the microphones.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/27/us/politics/trump-abc-debate-rules.html
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When Democrats flipped Georgia in 2020, Bishop Reginald T. Jackson, the leader of the African Methodist Episcopal Church's Sixth Episcopal District, had been in the state just four years.



That was all the time he needed to turn a disjointed operation into a political machine. His success in mobilizing Black voters of faith played a key role in sending Joseph R. Biden Jr. to the White House -- and two Democrats, Raphael Warnock and Jon Ossoff, to the Senate.



Now, Bishop Jackson, who is based in Atlanta, is leaving the state he helped make competitive. He will preside over the Second Episcopal District, which includes churches in North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland and the District of Columbia.



His departure, in keeping with rules that dictate a bishop may remain in a district for only two consecutive four-year terms, creates a critical leadership void in the organizing infrastructure that Democrats are relying on to turn out the vote for Vice President Kamala Harris just months before the election. Moreover, it could pose new challenges for the state's network of activists and operatives already facing significant hurdles to replicating their past successes.



"Bishop Jackson enabled us," said Rev. Timothy McDonald, the senior pastor of First Iconium Baptist Church in Atlanta. He credited Bishop Jackson for taking their work "beyond an idea -- which preachers have a lot of -- to an actual plan of how we're going to turn out the vote."



The bishop, 70, is leaving as Georgia re-emerges as one of the most prominent swing states in the presidential election. Ms. Harris and her running mate, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, are kicking off a bus tour through southeast Georgia on Wednesday that will culminate in Savannah, sending a clear message that Democrats believe the state is back in play after former President Donald J. Trump 
built up a double-digit polling lead
 against President Biden.



Over the past year, Mr. Trump's strength, coupled with the lack of a statewide race and general political exhaustion, had led to apathy and atrophy 
among the state's once-vibrant liberal network
 of Democratic-leaning organizations, civil rights groups and faith-based organizations. Black faith leaders had warned for months that the voters in their pews also lacked enthusiasm and 
were growing disenchanted with Mr. Biden
 over his handling of the war between Israel and Hamas and the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip.



Ms. Harris's replacing Mr. Biden atop the Democratic ticket has stemmed some of the free fall. But organizers across the state, including Bishop Jackson, say there is still a lot of work to do to keep Georgia competitive.



"We have got to do a job of making sure that our community, our people are informed and educated on issues and that they are motivated and they are organized," Bishop Jackson said in an interview. "That's the challenge that we have."



A political fixture




Bishop Jackson at his office at Matthew A.M.E. Church in Orange, N.J., in 2001. He spent more than 30 years as the church's senior pastor and became a fixture of local politics.




After attending seminary in Atlanta, whose rich civil rights history he had been drawn to, Bishop Jackson served as the senior pastor of St. Matthew A.M.E. in Orange, N.J., for more than 30 years. As the leader of New Jersey's Black Ministers Council, a governing body of Black faith leaders, he became a fixture of local politics. Charismatic and endlessly willing to take a meeting or give a speech, he forged relationships with powerful figures in both parties, becoming something of a political boss himself whose blessing was essential to successful campaigns or legislative efforts.



"You could not do things in politics without coming and engaging with him," Senator Cory Booker, Democrat of New Jersey, said in an interview, recalling how he had met with the bishop before running for City Council, mayor and Senate. "It would be a malpractice in New Jersey to be politically active without seeking his counsel and his wisdom, and understanding that he was a force in his own right."



After Bishop Jackson was elected bishop, he arrived in Atlanta months before the 2016 presidential election frustrated to find a track record of low Black turnout and disjointed efforts from fellow faith leaders to address it. He founded Operation Voter Turnout, encouraging members of Georgia's more than 500 A.M.E. churches to vote. 



By the time the 2020 election approached, the bishop had emerged as an instrumental figure in the movement to increase Black voter engagement. He pulled in leaders from other religions and Christian denominations, encouraging them to push their congregants to check their voter registration, develop a voting plan and ensure that members of their communities did the same. He also departed from some of the church's more antiquated traditions by including women and younger clergy members in his circle of advisers. Allies remarked on his ability to pull the various factions into a common cause.



Stacey Abrams, the voting rights activist and former Democratic candidate for Georgia governor, said Bishop Jackson's influence in the state was so great that a single call to him could generate support from dozens of allies in the faith community and beyond. 



"It is a more efficient process to go directly to Bishop Jackson and that will be missed," she said. "There's an efficiency to having one person who can do all of the things."



It remains uncertain whether the infrastructure he built can carry on in full without him. Several of the state's organizing groups have warned of fewer resources and diminished donor interest this year compared with other election cycles. In meetings with his advisers, they have underlined the need to focus on Georgia's rural stretches, where some church leaders have had a harder time organizing their members to vote.



Bishop Jackson offered a word of warning for Democrats on his way out: They are often, he said, "on the right side of an issue, but they are not as committed to the fight as Republicans of the far right are."



Battle against voting legislation




Bishop Jackson preaching in Fayetteville, Ga., this month. "Losing him will be painful," one pastor said, "because we are losing a friend and a brother and partner."




Voting was not Bishop Jackson's only cause. In 2020, he worked with the state legislative Black caucus to pass a hate crimes law. That same year, he pushed to make sure that rural Black Americans 
were counted in the census
.



During the trial in 2021 of the men who killed Ahmaud Arbery, a Black man who was shot while jogging in Brunswick, Ga., Bishop Jackson helped bring a group of more than 500 Black clergy members to the city to hold a vigil.



"The people, the population, saw the Black church," said Mr. McDonald, who worked closely with Bishop Jackson throughout his time in Georgia. "They appreciated the Black church getting outside of the stained-glass windows and cushioned pews and getting in the streets."



But Bishop Jackson's organizing influence was particularly pronounced in the aftermath of the 2020 presidential election and the 2021 U.S. Senate runoffs in Georgia.



Shortly after those Democratic victories, Georgia Republicans in the State Legislature rewrote the state's election code and sought to reduce Sunday voting -- which many saw as a retaliatory effort to restrict voting after church services, a Black voter rite of passage colloquially known as souls to the polls.



The response from the Black church this time, Bishop Jackson realized, would require a shift. He would still activate his network, weary from the slog of a general election and runoff, to marshal another campaign. But he began leaning on business leaders, demanding audiences with the heads of major Georgia-based companies like Coca-Cola, who would 
declare their opposition to the law
. When Home Depot stayed silent, Bishop Jackson 
orchestrated a boycott of the company
.



The public pressure campaign against the new law would reach as far as Major League Baseball, and Republicans in the Legislature ultimately struck the language that would have sharply curtailed Sunday voting from the legislation that Gov. Brian Kemp, a Republican, signed into law.



The experience both rattled and energized Bishop Jackson ahead of the 2022 midterm elections, when Mr. Warnock was once more on the ballot, this time vying for a full six-year term.



To respond, Bishop Jackson co-founded Faith Works, a political nonprofit that brought formal organization to the Black church's political operation in Georgia, with the express goal of increasing voter turnout. 



And in early 2024, Bishop Jackson expanded his church's efforts to partner with the Christian Methodist Episcopal and African Methodist Episcopal Zion churches. Since its forming, the coalition has sought to mobilize more than 140,000 voters across the state.



Leaders in the network said that though their organizing figure was departing, they planned to carry on his work and advance it.



"Losing him will be painful because we are losing a friend and a brother and partner," said the Rev. Cynthia Hale, the founder and senior pastor of Ray of Hope Christian Church in Decatur, Ga. "We're going to stay connected with him and continue this in a nationwide effort."
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Voting Rights for Nebraska Felons in Flux as Election Day Approaches



Nebraska's attorney general not only cast doubt on a newly enacted law, but also on the state's longstanding policy of allowing many people who finished criminal sentences to vote.




Nebraska was among at least 26 states in recent decades that had made it easier for people convicted of felonies to vote.




By Mitch Smith


Aug 28, 2024


When the Nebraska Legislature voted 38 to 6 this year to allow people convicted of felonies to cast a ballot immediately after completing their sentences, it was a moment of bipartisan unity.



That moment did not last.



Just before the 
measure
 was set to take effect last month, the state's Republican attorney general, Mike Hilgers, issued a written opinion that the law was unconstitutional. He did not stop there. Mr. Hilgers added that a law on the books since 2005, allowing felons to vote two years after finishing their sentences, was also based on a flawed interpretation of the Nebraska Constitution.



In the weeks since, people convicted of crimes and election administrators have been caught in legal limbo. Had thousands of former criminals been wrongly allowed to vote for 19 years, as the attorney general argued, or were potential new voters being unfairly blocked from registering this year, as supporters of the new law claimed?



Hastily scheduled arguments held in front of the Nebraska Supreme Court on Wednesday are the best hope of settling those questions before Election Day, when Nebraska's vote could carry special import because of the way the state splits its Electoral College votes by congressional district.



"I am hopeful that the Nebraska Supreme Court will quickly issue a decision prior to the November general election," Secretary of State Bob Evnen, a Republican who last month instructed county election officials to stop registering people convicted of felonies who had not been pardoned, said in a statement. "We will follow whatever direction the court gives us regarding felon registrations."




Mike Hilgers, the attorney general of Nebraska, issued a written opinion that the law was unconstitutional.




In a lawmaking season in Lincoln filled with discord over 
needle exchanges
, 
property taxes
 and 
election procedures
, the bill to expand voting rights for felons passed with limited opposition in the unicameral Legislature, which is officially nonpartisan but dominated by Republicans. Gov. Jim Pillen, a Republican, allowed the bill to become law without his signature.



The bill's sponsor, State Senator Justin Wayne, a Democrat from Omaha, told his colleagues during a floor debate that, "at the end of the day, when you have completed your sentence, when you are done, you should be able to participate in our society fully and completely." 



Other lawmakers said they were more comfortable with the status quo. "I think somebody should wait two years, to make sure that they haven't gone back into criminal activity," said State Senator Robert Clements, a Republican.



Nebraska was among at least 26 states in recent decades that made it easier for people convicted of felonies to vote, according to an 
analysis by The Sentencing Project
, a nonprofit group that seeks to limit imprisonment. The new Nebraska law built on an earlier measure that abolished a lifelong ban on voting for former criminals, but required them to wait two years after completing sentences.



Mr. Hilgers, who was elected in 2022, said both laws were improper. In an 18-page opinion published last month, Mr. Hilgers wrote that only the Nebraska Board of Pardons, not the Legislature, could restore a felon's voting rights.



The State Constitution, he wrote, made clear that "the act of restoring civil rights is a pardon and within the exclusive power of the Board of Pardons." The Board of Pardons is composed of the attorney general, the secretary of state and the governor. Mr. Hilgers declined through a spokeswoman to be interviewed.




Justin Wayne, a lawmaker from Omaha, told his colleagues during a floor debate that, "at the end of the day, when you have completed your sentence, when you are done, you should be able to participate in our society fully and completely." 




Mr. Evnen soon directed county election officials to stop registering people with felony convictions who had not been pardoned. He later said that people who already had registered to vote under the prior law would not be purged from the voter rolls until the State Supreme Court decided the case. 



The Nebraska debate comes as Republican officials in several states seek to tighten voter registration rules or reconsider when people with felony convictions should be eligible to cast ballots.



This month, the U.S. Supreme Court allowed Arizona to 
require
 that people using a state form to register to vote show proof of citizenship. In Virginia last year, Gov. Glenn Youngkin, a Republican, said he had 
rescinded
 a policy of automatically restoring voting rights to residents who completed felony sentences. And former President Donald J. Trump's campaign this month 
criticized
 Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, the Democratic nominee for vice president, for 
signing
 a law that allows people with felony convictions to vote after they complete their prison sentences. (Mr. Trump was convicted of felonies in New York this year.)



Supporters of the Nebraska law, on behalf of three people who said they hoped to vote, sued over the implementation of the attorney general's opinion. They argued in legal filings that the Legislature was fully within its rights to allow people convicted of felonies to vote, and said that Mr. Hilgers's opinion had injected uncertainty into the election season. One group, Civic Nebraska, said it had to cancel voter registration events for former criminals after the opinion was published.



"Once someone has done their time, they deserve a second chance," Jeremy Jonak, a who has a felony conviction and was among those who sued, said in a statement provided by the American Civil Liberties Union of Nebraska. He added: "I hope I can help make a difference -- not just for my sake -- but everyone else who has earned their second chance and has a right to vote."



During oral arguments on Wednesday, a State Supreme Court justice asked Nebraska's solicitor general whether and how the fact that many people with felony convictions were allowed to vote for 19 years should affect their decision. The solicitor general, Eric Hamilton, said it should have no bearing.



"The last 19 years are contrasted against 130 years of unbroken practice in this state of re-enfranchisement through executive clemency," Mr. Hamilton said.



Jane Seu, a lawyer for the A.C.L.U. of Nebraska, asked the justices to "correct this overreach" and "give Nebraska voters the clarity they need before this year's election."



The court's eventual ruling could help shape the electorate in races with national consequences. Though Nebraskans reliably vote Republican in statewide elections, the state splits its Electoral College votes by congressional district, and both parties compete for a single electoral vote from an Omaha-based district that supported President Biden in 2020 and Mr. Trump in 2016.



That district could also help determine partisan control of the U.S. House of Representatives. The incumbent Republican, 
Don Bacon
, a relatively moderate retired Air Force general, is facing a challenge from State Senator Tony Vargas, a Democrat who has attracted funding from national groups.
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Texas Removed 1 Million From Voter Rolls. But Most Had Moved or Died.



Gov. Greg Abbott celebrated the purge, but the numbers were in line with routine culling from the past. Democrats said some removals sent a chilling message to Latino voters.




Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas said that more than 1.1 million voters had been purged from the list of eligible voters since September 2021.




By J. David Goodman and Edgar Sandoval


Aug 28, 2024


Days after officers acting on behalf of the Texas attorney general raided the homes of Democratic activists and a Latina candidate for the State House, Gov. Greg Abbott promoted his efforts to clear the voter rolls of those who did not belong there.



Mr. Abbott, a Republican, said that more than 1.1 million voters had been purged from the list of eligible voters since September 2021, when he signed an election integrity bill into law that Texas Democrats had warned could prevent many eligible people from casting votes.



Officials said the removals were part of the state's routine maintenance of the voter rolls, ensuring that those who have died or are no longer living at their registered address are removed. But the timing of the announcement from the Republican governor on Monday raised concern among Democratic officials and voting rights advocates, who feared a coordinated effort by top Republican leaders to intimidate voters and tamp down on Democratic efforts to increase registrations ahead of the November vote.



"The message is we're going to do everything we can to discourage voting in Texas," said Mike Doyle, the chair of the Democratic Party in Harris County, which includes Houston. "Why else would you announce this as a big victory? This is supposed to be a routine accuracy check that has been going on forever."



Mr. Abbott's announcement followed the raids last week by the office of the attorney general, Ken Paxton, of members of the League of United Latin American Citizens, one of the nation's oldest Latino civil rights organizations, along with a variety of Democratic candidates and consultants.It was accompanied by Mr. Paxton's announcement that he was looking into registration efforts by groups in urban areas across the state as potential violations of law.




Gabriel Rosales, who leads the League of United Latin American Citizens in Texas, spoke at a news conference at the San Antonio office of the Texas attorney general on Monday.




"My children now don't want me to keep doing politics," said Mary Ann Obregon, 80, the mayor of Dilley, whose home was raided.



Ms. Obregon said that she was now fearful of continuing to help residents in her largely Hispanic area south of San Antonio to register to vote, an act that she had previously not thought much about. "I felt afraid," she said of the raid.



While the total number of voters removed cited by Mr. Abbott appeared large, it did not represent a significant change in what ordinarily occurs as part of the maintenance of voting rolls in Texas. In fact, a New York Times analysis of voter registration cancellation data in Texas since 2018 suggests that it was routine.



Nearly 500,000 of the voters purged during the time period highlighted by Mr. Abbott were dead. About the same number were cleared after they were put on a list of people who did not vote in two successive general elections and are believed to have moved.



Those numbers were roughly equivalent to the number of voters in those categories removed in previous years.



There were 18 million registered voters in Texas as of March, up from 16 million in 2020.



Reviewing and cleaning up voter rolls occurs routinely in every state. Federal law requires local voting officials to remove ineligible voters, usually those who have moved or died. But scrutiny of the practice has been heightened in Texas, where Democrats have long sought to register more of the state's Hispanic population.



After Mr. Abbott's announcement, activists from both parties focused on the small number of people thought to be non-U.S. citizens who the governor said had illegally registered to vote, and the smaller number who had actually cast ballots.



Mr. Abbott said around 1,900 possible noncitizens had a voting history in the state before their registrations were canceled. He said their records were being forwarded to the attorney general's office for investigation.



For Mr. Abbott and other Republicans, it was potential evidence of criminal voter fraud by undocumented immigrants -- a focus of conservatives across the country, despite the small number of documented cases of voter fraud.




Ken Paxton, Texas' attorney general, recently announced that he was looking into registration efforts by groups in urban areas across the state as potential violations of law.




For voting rights advocates and Democrats, the focus on a small number of noncitizen voters was a means of sowing fear in the state's large Hispanic community. Many may turn out to have been erroneously flagged and removed, but will be unable to vote, advocates said.



Gabriel Rosales, who leads LULAC in Texas, said paper discrepancies are often cleared up, and the voters are restored to the rolls, including newly naturalized citizens who may not have a valid state driver's license.



"They are painting a narrative that is false," he said of Republican state leaders.



About 6.5 million Latinos are eligible to vote in Texas, according to 
a survey conducted by the Pew Research Center
, but LULAC officials estimate that more than two million of them have not actually registered.



The fight over voter registration is a perennial one, and in Texas, there have been recent examples of Republicans trying to remove large numbers of possible noncitizens from the rolls. In 2019, the Texas secretary of state flagged nearly 100,000 voters, many of them erroneously, resulting in a number of inquiries and lawsuits, 
and his ultimate removal from office
.



At the same time, the number of confirmed noncitizens who have been removed from the rolls appears to be far smaller than the figure Mr. Abbott cited.



The Texas secretary of state publishes monthly data that includes voters removed from the rolls for noncitizenship. That number comes primarily from comparing voter rolls to jury records that indicate that the person could not serve on a jury because they were not a citizen, officials with the secretary of state's office said.



Since September 2021, when Mr. Abbott signed the new voting law, 657 people have been removed from the rolls after being identified as noncitizens in this way.



That compares to Mr. Abbott's announcement that 6,500 possible noncitizens had been removed from the rolls. The larger number represents thousands of additional people whom state officials have flagged as possible noncitizens, and who did not 
respond in 30 days to a letter from an election official seeking to clarify their citizenship status
, the secretary of state's office said.



Those potential noncitizens were also removed, but can be restored to the rolls if they prove that they were flagged in error.



A spokesman for Mr. Abbott referred questions to the secretary of state's office.



Voting rights advocates said there was nothing in the registration figures to suggest widespread election fraud.




The timing of Mr. Abbott's announcement raised concern among voting rights advocates, who feared a coordinated effort by top Republican leaders to intimidate voters.




"Any attempts to point to this data as evidence of criminal wrongdoing is part of a pattern of voter intimidation and suppression by the state of Texas and certain elected officials," said Ashley Harris, a lawyer at the American Civil Liberties Union of Texas.



Some Republican lawmakers said the state's efforts to accurately maintain the voting lists were critical for ensuring confidence in elections.



"You've got to have a voter roll with integrity if you're going to have fair elections," said State Senator Paul Bettencourt, a Houston Republican who has backed new laws to increase state oversight of elections, particularly in Harris County.



Mr. Bettencourt, who served for a decade as the elected voter registrar in Harris County, said he believed much of the issue stemmed from the lack of a national database of citizenship that local elected officials could use to rapidly confirm eligibility.



"This bedevils registrars across the country," he said. "They don't have a positive list to go check against."



At the same time, he said, having a large number of people come off the rolls is not unusual. "In a two-year cycle, 10 percent of your roll could move," even in an economic downturn, Mr. Bettencourt said. During a good economy, it could be even higher, he said.



Texas Democratic Party officials said they were looking into whether the effort to check the eligibility of voters had been targeted at any particular groups, though they cautioned that no evidence of that had emerged yet.



Under Texas law, local county voting officials have to 
periodically check to see if people still live where they are registered
. They usually do so by sending mail to a voter's listed address.



If the card is returned, the registration goes on a so-called suspense list. Voters on that list -- there are usually between one million and two million at any given time in Texas -- can still vote, and party officials said voting was the easiest way to get off the list.
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'A Terrible President': 12 Times Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Criticized Trump



Mr. Kennedy's recent alliance with Donald J. Trump represented a sharp reversal of a long-combative relationship.




Former President Donald J. Trump and Robert F. Kennedy Jr. onstage in Glendale, Ariz. After years of criticizing Mr. Trump, Mr. Kennedy is now joining his presidential transition team.




By Tim Balk


Aug 28, 2024


The 
alliance
 between Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and former President Donald J. Trump, which was fortified on Tuesday with Mr. Kennedy's 
appointment to
 Mr. Trump's transition team,
 
is a sharp turnabout in a long-combative relationship.



Mr. Kennedy had spent the better part of a decade lobbing attacks at Mr. Trump, portraying him as a buffoonish, anti-democratic bully who led a feckless administration.



"In many ways, he's discredited the American experiment with self-governance," Mr. Kennedy said of 
Mr. Trump in early 2020
.



Mr. Kennedy set aside his criticisms when he suspended his long-shot independent presidential campaign last Friday, saying that he was 
backing Mr. Trump
 because he was "choosing to believe" that "this time" Mr. Trump would bring him into his administration -- something that did not happen for Mr. Kennedy the last time around, after they met in 2017. Mr. Kennedy, reached for comment, pointed to the remarks he made Friday.



Mr. Kennedy 
acknowledged
 Friday that he and the former president "don't agree on everything." But he said that they had found common ground on certain issues, and he took a different, far more positive tone in front of a cheering crowd of Trump supporters in Glendale, Ariz.



"Don't you want a president who's going to protect America's freedoms, and who's going to protect us against totalitarianism?" Mr. Kennedy asked on Friday.



Six years earlier, he had accused Mr. Trump of "systematically" supporting totalitarian governments around the world.



Here's a look back at 12 times Mr. Kennedy ridiculed Mr. Trump and his policies.



July 2, 2024



"Donald Trump was a terrible president"



In an 
appearance
 on the "Breaking Points" podcast after the debate between Mr. Trump and President Biden, Mr. Kennedy said Mr. Trump had turned the "government over to corporate pirates" during his presidency.



In calling Mr. Trump a "terrible president," 
Mr. Kennedy argued
 that he had made some compelling promises but had not followed through on them. "I don't think he's capable of meeting the expectations and fulfilling the promises that he raises with his rhetoric."



June 19, 2024



"Absurd and terrifying"



Mr. Kennedy 
said on social media
 that Mr. Trump had an "imperial plan" for American foreign policy.



"It is not an 'America First' strategy, nor will it make America great," Mr. Kennedy wrote, calling the former president's policies "absurd and terrifying."



June 13, 2024



"He spent more money than all presidents"



Mr. Kennedy regularly targeted Mr. Trump's stewardship of the economy, highlighting significant increases in the national debt between 2017 and 2021. He described the risk of further growth in the debt as "existential."



"President Trump ran up $8 trillion -- more money than every president in United States history from George Washington to George Bush," Mr. Kennedy 
said on "Piers Morgan Uncensored."
 (A calculation by the liberal Urban Institute in Washington found that deficit growth under Mr. Trump was the third-highest in U.S. history when measured as a share of the economy, behind increases under Mr. Bush and Abraham Lincoln.)



June 11, 2024



"A weakness for swamp creatures"



During his campaign, Mr. Kennedy repeatedly suggested that Mr. Trump presided over a corrupt administration.



"Despite rhetoric to the contrary, President Trump has a weakness for swamp creatures, especially corporate monopolies, their lobbyists, and their money," Mr. Kennedy 
wrote on social media
 in June. "After promising to drain the swamp, instead, he hired swamp creatures to regulate their own industries."



May 24, 2024



"He didn't stand up for the Constitution"



Addressing the 
Libertarian National Convention
, Mr. Kennedy chastised Mr. Trump over his handling of the Covid-19 pandemic, saying that he had presided over lockdowns that produced the "greatest restriction on individual liberties this country has ever known."



"He didn't stand up for the Constitution when it really mattered," Mr. Kennedy said.



April 27, 2024



"A barely coherent barrage of wild and inaccurate claims"



Pushing to debate Mr. Trump in the spring, Mr. Kennedy 
unloaded on the former president
, who had 
claimed
 that Democrats had planted Mr. Kennedy in the race to help their party.



"When frightened men take to social media they risk descending into vitriol, which makes them sound unhinged," Mr. Kennedy 
wrote on social media
. "President Trump's rant against me is a barely coherent barrage of wild and inaccurate claims."



April 1, 2024



"Appalling"



Appearing on CNN, Mr. Kennedy said Mr. Trump's 
efforts to reverse
 the outcome of the 2020 election were "appalling."



"I'm not going to defend President Trump on that," Mr. Kennedy said. He added: "There's many things that President Trump has done that are appalling."



Jan. 14, 2020



"He's a bully"



Early in the 2020 election cycle, Mr. Kennedy 
told Yahoo Finance
 that Mr. Trump had "discredited" American democracy, calling him a "bully."



"He's a bully, and I don't like bullies," Mr. Kennedy said. "And I don't think that that's part of American tradition."



May 17, 2018



"Buffoonery at a high level"



At a conference 
in Philadelphia
 a little over a year into Mr. Trump's presidency, Mr. Kennedy said Mr. Trump was severely damaging the United States' reputation abroad -- and also bruising the idea of democracy itself.



"If you live in China today, and you're looking at what's happening in the United States, why would you ever say, we want to switch our system for that system, which can produce that kind of buffoonery at a high level?" Mr. Kennedy asked.



Mr. Kennedy said Mr. Trump was "purposefully and systematically" supporting "tyrannical" governance by other world leaders. "He is also encouraging it by the example of what a disaster democracy's become," Mr. Kennedy added.



Aug. 15, 2017



"I don't like President Trump's environmental policies"



In an interview with the science and 
medical news website Stat
 early in the Trump presidency, Mr. Kennedy said: "I don't like President Trump's environmental policies, and I would not endorse them."



"I would say that President Trump's administration is essentially destroying 30 years of my work on environmental issues," said Mr. Kennedy, who began to work on efforts to preserve the 
environment the 1980s.



Still, Mr. Kennedy, an anti-vaccine activist, said in the interview that he had engaged in talks with the Trump White House about vaccine safety.



Aug. 5, 2016



"It's scary"



Mr. Kennedy used those 
two words to describe
 Mr. Trump's political rise, three months before Mr. Trump beat Hillary Clinton in the 2016 election.



In an interview with Larry King, Mr. Kennedy said that he was squarely behind Mrs. Clinton and that Mr. Trump was tapping into an "atavistic urge for a leader who is kind of a man on horseback who's decisive, who's violent." He added: "It's scary."



March 15, 2005



"We need some positive role models"



More than a decade before Mr. Trump rode down the golden Trump Tower escalator and into presidential politics, Mr. Kennedy had publicly criticized the New York real estate mogul.



In an interview with The Boston Globe, Mr. Kennedy cast Mr. Trump's flashy life as a poor example for Americans to follow.



"At this point we're being sold role models like Donald Trump -- television is saying this is a guy that we ought to be apprenticing for and modeling our lives after," Mr. Kennedy told The Globe. "I think we need some positive role models as well, that stress what's important about life -- that we're not just materialistic beings, we are spiritual beings as well."
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Trump Videos at Arlington Stir More Fallout After Gravesite Visit



A family of a Green Beret buried there expressed concern about videos and photos taken by his grave. And a cemetery employee declined to press charges after an altercation with the Trump team, fearing retribution.




Arlington National Cemetery. Donald Trump's campaign took images at a section of the cemetery where campaign photography isn't permitted.




By Chris Cameron, Maggie Haberman and Eric Schmitt


Aug 29, 2024


The family of a Green Beret who died by suicide after serving eight combat tours and is buried at Arlington National Cemetery expressed concern on Wednesday that Donald J. Trump's campaign had filmed his gravesite without permission as Mr. Trump stood in an area where campaign photography isn't allowed.



Relatives of Master Sgt. Andrew Marckesano issued their statement two days after Mr. Trump's visit, which also included 
a confrontation between members of the Trump campaign
 and an Arlington employee. The former president's campaign took video in a heavily restricted section of the cemetery known as Section 60, which is largely reserved for the fallen veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.



A woman who works at the cemetery filed an incident report with the military authorities over the altercation. But the official, who has not been identified, later declined to press charges. Military officials said she feared Mr. Trump's supporters pursuing retaliation.



Sergeant Marckesano died on July 7, 2020, after moving to Washington to begin a job at the Pentagon. He had three children, and friends said he had chronic post-traumatic stress disorder from his time in combat. He earned Silver and Bronze Stars during his service. His gravesite is adjacent to that of Staff Sergeant Darin Taylor Hoover, a Marine who was killed in the 2021 bombing at Abbey Gate outside the Kabul airport in Afghanistan.



The Hoover family granted permission to the Trump team to film and take photographs at the gravesite; the Marckesano family did not, and filming and photographing at the gravesite for political purposes is a violation of federal law, according to cemetery officials. Yet Sergeant Marckesano's grave was shown in photos from the visit that were published online. A video was posted to Mr. Trump's TikTok account featuring footage from the Section 60 visit and the gravestones from behind, with narration criticizing the handling of the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021.



In a statement from Sergeant Marckesano's relatives after being contacted by The New York Times, his sister, Michele, said, "We fully support Staff Sergeant Darin Hoover's family and the other families in their quest for answers and accountability regarding the Afghanistan withdrawal and the tragedy at Abbey Gate."



"However," she added, "according to our conversation with Arlington National Cemetery, the Trump campaign staffers did not adhere to the rules that were set in place for this visit to Staff Sergeant Hoover's gravesite in Section 60, which lays directly next to my brother's grave."



Sergeant Marckesano's sister continued, "We hope that those visiting this sacred site understand that these were real people who sacrificed for our freedom and that they are honored and respected accordingly."



Steven Cheung, a Trump campaign spokesman, did not address the statement from the Marckesano family, saying when asked about the TikTok video only that "the campaign will continue to respect the wishes of the Gold Star family members who invited President Trump."



Sergeant Marckesano had served six tours in Afghanistan with the 82nd Airborne and others in combat overseas, according to news accounts at the time of his death. His family is said to have sought privacy since his death.



In the aftermath of the Monday altercation, the Army has closed the matter, after the Arlington official declined to press charges. According to three U.S. military officials, some Trump campaign members confronted and eventually pushed past the cemetery official when she tried to stop them from taking photos in Section 60.



Two Trump campaign officials, Mr. Cheung and Chris LaCivita, had insulted the cemetery worker in public statements on Tuesday. Mr. Cheung asserted that she was "suffering from a mental health episode" while Mr. LaCivita said that she was a "despicable individual" who "does not deserve to represent the hallowed grounds of Arlington National Cemetery."



Military officials said that the cemetery worker feared that pursuing the matter with the authorities at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall in Virginia, which has jurisdiction over the cemetery, could subject her to retaliation from Trump supporters. Mr. Cheung said in a statement on Wednesday that "that is ridiculous and sounds like someone who has Trump Derangement Syndrome."



The Trump team had said it was prepared to release footage of the altercation, but never did.



Several Army officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss confidential aspects of the matter, on Wednesday sought to keep the politically charged issue from escalating. But at the same time, they defended the cemetery official and pushed back on attacks from the Trump campaign, with one official saying that the woman at the cemetery was just trying to do her job.



Since Monday, the former president's cemetery visit has become increasingly scrutinized for its political nature.



He was there for a wreath-laying ceremony honoring 13 American troops who were 
killed in the Abbey Gate
 bombing during the United States' Afghanistan withdrawal three years ago. Mr. Trump has said President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris bear responsibility for the bombing and America's chaotic withdrawal, and repeated his attacks on the subject 
in campaign events after his visit to the cemetery.



Mr. Trump had laid three wreaths at the 
Tomb of the Unknowns
 on Monday morning, the third anniversary of the Abbey Gate bombing. Two of the wreaths were for Marines killed: Sergeant Hoover and Sgt. Nicole Gee. A third was dedicated to all 13 troops killed.



Mr. Trump was accompanied there by family members of the two slain Marines, as well as 
Sgt. Tyler Vargas-Andrews
 and 
Corporal Kelsee Lainhart
, two Marines who were injured in the Abbey Gate attack. 



Mr. Trump then accompanied the families and Marine veterans to Section 60. That part of Mr. Trump's visit was private and closed to the press, and 
resulted in the confrontation
. In a statement, the cemetery said that federal law prohibited political campaigning or "election-related" activities within Army cemeteries, including by photographers, and that the prohibition was "widely shared" with those participating in the event.



For centuries the United States has tried to keep military might and partisan politics far from each other, to avoid the appearance of allegiances to a political party or ideology. Because of this, military members are forbidden from participating in partisan activities or endorsing candidates while in uniform and military bases are off-limits for political campaigns.



It was unclear on Wednesday whether the Defense Department would pursue a legal claim related to the episode.



Campaigning in Erie, Pa., on Wednesday, Senator JD Vance of Ohio, Mr. Trump's running mate, blamed "some staff member" at the cemetery for the incident and criticized the media for reporting on it.



"Apparently somebody at Arlington Cemetery, some staff member had a little disagreement with somebody," Mr. Vance said. "And they have turned -- the media has turned this into a national news story."



Photos of Mr. Trump's visit to Section 60 were later published online. Mr. Trump was photographed giving a "thumbs up" to the camera standing behind the grave of Sergeant Hoover, with Sergeant Marckesano's grave clearly visible a few feet away. Mr. Trump posted the video on TikTok on Tuesday that also showed the two headstones from behind as Mr. Trump laid flowers.



Gov. Spencer Cox of Utah, who 
published one photo of himself and Mr. Trump
 standing behind the graves on social media, apologized on Wednesday for including other photos of the visit to Section 60 in a campaign email that solicited donations.



"This was not a campaign event and was never intended to be used by the campaign," Mr. Cox 
said on social media
. "It did not go through the proper channels and should not have been sent. My campaign will be sending out an apology."



Michael C. Bender
 reported from Erie, Pa. 
Dave Philipps
 reported from Colorado Springs.
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How the Federal Cases Against Trump Came Sputtering Back to Life



After legal setbacks and long delays, Jack Smith, the special counsel, is signaling that he will pursue both the classified documents and election cases through the homestretch of the presidential campaign.




Neither of the cases the special counsel Jack Smith is overseeing will go to trial before Election Day, and if former President Donald J. Trump regains the White House in November, he will have the power to fire Mr. Smith and have both of the proceedings put to rest. 




By Alan Feuer


Aug 28, 2024


The two federal criminal cases against former President Donald J. Trump sputtered back to life this week after periods of delay and major legal setbacks.



With 10 weeks left until Election Day, prosecutors in the office of the special counsel, Jack Smith, filed an appeal on Monday of Judge Aileen M. Cannon's ruling last month dismissing the indictment that accused Mr. Trump of mishandling classified documents after leaving office and obstructing the government's repeated efforts to retrieve them.



Then on Tuesday, Mr. Smith took action in a second case, in which Mr. Trump stands accused of plotting to overturn the 2020 election. Prosecutors filed a pared-down version of their original indictment that sought to maintain the bulk of the election charges against Mr. Trump while also bringing them into line with the Supreme Court's recent ruling granting broad immunity to former presidents for official acts they took in office.



Neither of the cases the special counsel is overseeing will go to trial before Election Day, and if Mr. Trump regains the White House in November, he will have the power to fire Mr. Smith and have both of the proceedings put to rest altogether. Still, Mr. Smith appears intent on aggressively pursuing the cases even as the campaign enters its homestretch, and has signaled that he will keep pushing them forward even up to Inauguration Day if Mr. Trump wins the election.



Here is how the two prosecutions have gotten to this point of remaining alive but still being mired in legal and political uncertainty.



Election Interference Case



Until a few weeks ago, Mr. Trump's election case had been on hold for nearly eight months, with all proceedings frozen, as a series of federal courts -- including the Supreme Court -- considered his claims to be immune from prosecution on any charges arising from his official acts as president.



After the Supreme Court ruled in favor of Mr. Trump in July, granting him -- and all other future former presidents -- broad protections against criminal prosecution, the case was sent back to the trial judge, Tanya S. Chutkan.



As part of their decision, the justices gave Judge Chutkan a daunting and complicated task: She was ordered to sort through Mr. Trump's indictment line by line and make decisions on which of its many allegations would have to be thrown out under the immunity decision and which could survive and go to trial.



Wasting no time, Judge Chutkan set a schedule to decide next steps and eventually settled on a deadline of Friday for Mr. Trump's lawyers and Mr. Smith's prosecutors to send her proposals for how to proceed.



Mr. Smith got ahead of that schedule by filing his revised indictment on Tuesday afternoon in Federal District Court in Washington.



The new indictment kept the basic structure of the old one, retaining all four of the original charges against Mr. Trump. Prosecutors are still accusing him of overlapping plots to defraud the United States, to obstruct the certification of the election at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, and to deprive millions of Americans of their rights to have their votes counted.



Perhaps the most significant change in the new indictment was that Mr. Smith removed all of the allegations that touched on Mr. Trump's attempts to strong-arm the Justice Department into supporting his false claims that the election had been rigged against him.



In its ruling on immunity, the Supreme Court had struck those charges from the case, finding that Mr. Trump could not face prosecution for any of his interactions with Justice Department officials. The court decided that a president's dealings with the department were part of the core official duties of his office and were thus immune from prosecution.



Mr. Smith's deputies also made many other subtle changes, reframing the charges in a way that couched them as acts Mr. Trump had taken in his private role as a candidate for office, not in his official capacity as president.



The tone of the new indictment was apparent in its first paragraph, which described Mr. Trump as "a candidate for president of the United States in 2020." The original charging document had referred to him as "the 45th President of the United States and a candidate for re-election in 2020."



Judge Chutkan, who was appointed to the bench by President Barack Obama, still has the authority to determine how much of the new indictment can survive under the immunity ruling. In that sense, Mr. Smith was setting out his opening position in the coming courtroom battle.



Whatever Judge Chutkan decides, Mr. Trump's lawyers -- or Mr. Smith, for that matter -- will be able to appeal any decisions she makes to higher courts, including the Supreme Court. She is likely to offer her vision of how things will unfold at a hearing that is scheduled to take place in Washington on Sept. 5.



Classified Documents Case



In a stunning decision last month, Judge Cannon threw out the classified documents case in its entirety, ruling that Mr. Smith had been illegally appointed to his post as special counsel.



The ruling shocked many legal experts for the way that it upended a quarter-century of Justice Department practice and flew in the face of previous court decisions about the appointments of special prosecutors reaching back to the Watergate era.



Issued on the first day of the Republican National Convention, the decision also gave Mr. Trump a major legal victory at an auspicious political moment.



Judge Cannon based her dismissal of the case on the appointments clause of the Constitution. The clause requires presidents to nominate and the Senate to confirm all principal officers of the government, but allows "inferior officers" to be put in place by leaders of federal departments, including the attorney general, under the guidance of specific laws.



In her ruling, Judge Cannon found that there were no specific laws that authorized Attorney General Merrick B. Garland to name Mr. Smith to the post of special counsel in November 2022. She also found that Mr. Smith's appointment was illegal because he had not been named by the president and confirmed by the Senate.



But in their challenge to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit, Mr. Smith's deputies pointed to four current statutes that they believe give the attorney general the authority to name special counsels.



They also argued that independent prosecutors have long been used to conduct sensitive political investigations, reminding the appeals court that the practice reached back to the days when Jefferson Davis, the Confederate leader, was charged with seditious conspiracy after the Civil War.



The same appeals court that will now consider whether to uphold or overrule Judge Cannon reversed her in a related proceeding last year.



In that instance, Judge Cannon had intervened in a civil case tied to the documents investigation. She barred the Justice Department from using any documents that F.B.I. agents had seized in the search of Mar-a-Lago, Mr. Trump's Florida club and residence, until an independent arbiter had sorted through them for any that were privileged.



The decision was quickly reversed in a stinging ruling by the appeals court, which said 
she never had legal authority to get involved
 in the first place.



There will not be any quick resolution of the current appeal. Mr. Smith's appellate brief on Monday was merely the start of a legal battle that may ultimately end up in front of the Supreme Court and is likely to drag on until well after the election in November.



Mr. Trump's lawyers are scheduled to file their own brief to a three-judge panel of the 11th Circuit in late September, after which the court is likely to schedule a hearing for oral arguments.
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Ad Watch



Harris's Ad-War Message: Trump Is Pro-Billionaire, She Worked at McDonald's



The ads, focused on cutting costs, are meant to win over voters who believe Donald Trump would be better on the economy. They also signal a shift in tone from President Biden.




Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign has said it is reserving $370 million worth of ads between Labor Day and the November election. 




By Nicholas Nehamas


Aug 27, 2024


Flush with cash and fresh off the Democratic National Convention, Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign is flooding the airwaves and the internet with advertising that is meant to combat an overarching weakness: Voters 
trust
 former President Donald J. Trump more than her on the economy.



The ads, targeted to the battleground states, lean into Ms. Harris's middle-class background. They aim to tell Americans that she is the candidate who understands the pain of stubbornly high prices and can help tame inflation, pointing to her plans to lower the cost of housing, food and other daily necessities while calling Mr. Trump an ally of billionaires and giant corporations. They are being 
complemented
 by similar spots from the biggest super PAC supporting her, Future Forward.



The Harris campaign said it spent $150 million on ads in August and 
announced that it would reserve $370 million worth of ads
 between Labor Day and the November election. Digital ads will account for $200 million of that spending in the coming months, a tremendous sum that underscores the increasing need to reach voters on their phones and other devices.



For Ms. Harris, the new wave of ads signals a shift in message and tone from President Biden on the economy.



Mr. Biden, who has worked in and around politics since 1970, sometimes struggled to express empathy for the high costs frustrating Americans, preferring to talk about other indicators that showed the economy was doing well. Ms. Harris, for her part, is trying to run as a change candidate -- despite her status as a vice-presidential incumbent -- so she can free herself from the burden of Mr. Biden's record and draw a contrast with Mr. Trump.



What the ads say



Ms. Harris has rolled out roughly half a dozen new ads over the last week or so.



Several pull from statements she made when she 
unveiled
 an economic agenda this month intended to lower costs. In 
one ad
, she recounts her single mother's experience buying their first family home, before promising as president to crack down on corporate landlords and build three million new homes and rentals.



"My mother saved for well over a decade to buy a home," the vice president says. "I was a teenager when that day finally came and I can remember so well how excited she was. I know what homeownership means. And, sadly, right now, it is out of reach for far too many American families."



In 
another
, Ms. Harris talks directly to the camera, noting that "middle-class families like the one I grew up in" want "lower prices and lower taxes." She pledges to focus on the "future," not the "politics of the past."



One ad
 seeks to draw a direct contrast with Mr. Trump, accusing him of fighting "for billionaires and large corporations."



"I will fight to give money back to working- and middle-class America," Ms. Harris says.



A 
fourth ad
 tries to tie her to some of Mr. Biden's most popular accomplishments, including lowering the cost of some expensive prescription drugs.



"She's already lowered the cost of your health insurance and medications," a narrator says. "Insulin is now capped at $35 for seniors. But there's more to do, because mortgages, rents, groceries and utility bills are still too high."



Another
 lays out Ms. Harris's biography, saying she grew up as "the daughter of a working mom" and "worked at McDonald's while she got her degree" as photos of her upbringing flash across the screen.



A final new ad deals with immigration and crime, other weak points for Ms. Harris. The ad points out that Mr. Trump ordered his Republican allies in Congress to 
scuttle
 a bipartisan deal to heighten security at the border while highlighting Ms. Harris's time as a prosecutor in California. "Trump just talks tough," a narrator says. "Kamala Harris is tough."



What the ads are trying to do



Ms. Harris is now at a delicate point in her campaign.



She seamlessly took over the ticket from Mr. Biden, drew tens of thousands of supporters to rallies in battleground states and held a smooth national convention.



But with those early hurdles out of the way, Ms. Harris must now begin the difficult work of cementing the image of herself that she wants to project in the minds of voters. Even though she has served for four years as vice president, many Americans are still getting a sense of who she is and what she stands for.



And Mr. Trump has unleashed a flurry of attacks -- accusing her of being too liberal, calling her stupid, saying she is joined at the hip to Mr. Biden on inflation and immigration, and questioning her race -- although his chaotic approach suggests he has not yet figured out what will stick with voters.



Her new ad campaign seems aimed first and foremost at highlighting her biography as a woman who grew up in the kind of middle-class home voters might find next door. Ms. Harris, 59, is telling a life story that Americans may connect with more easily than that of Mr. Biden, 81. She also seems more comfortable directly addressing the fact that many voters believe prices are still too high.



The ads portray her as a fighter for the middle class who will take on big companies and billionaires, unlike Mr. Trump. And they use somewhat more aggressive language -- "corporations that rip us off" -- against those targets than Mr. Biden had.



Many Democrats had urged Mr. Biden to 
attack corporations directly
 for rising prices. On Tuesday, the liberal advocacy journalism group More Perfect Union released polling that suggests that voters in battleground states are eager to hear that message. Roughly 80 percent of those surveyed said they believed big businesses were becoming "too powerful," and a majority blamed "corporate greed" for rising prices.



"What people want is a form of populism, of government intervention to do something, to help improve their lives," said Faiz Shakir, the group's executive director and a longtime adviser to Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont.



The Harris campaign is also trying to spread its message beyond television, computer and phone screens. This week, it said campaign surrogates would host nearly 20 events across a dozen states about the high cost of housing and Ms. Harris's plans to lower prices.
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Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Sawed the Head Off a Whale and Drove It Home, Daughter Says



Three decades later, an environmental organization is calling for an investigation.




Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s daughter recounted the story about her father and the whale in a magazine article that recently resurfaced. 




By Rebecca Davis O'Brien


Aug 27, 2024


It is a violation of longstanding federal law to collect parts from the carcass of a protected marine animal if there are still "soft tissues" attached.



It becomes political intrigue if the collector was Robert F. Kennedy Jr., and the severed head of a possibly protected marine mammal streamed "whale juice" down the side of the family minivan three decades ago.



On Monday, the political arm of the Center for Biological Diversity, a progressive environmental organization, called on federal authorities to investigate an episode, recounted by Mr. Kennedy's daughter in a 2012 magazine article, in which she said Mr. Kennedy chain-sawed the head off a dead whale on a beach in Hyannis Port, Mass., bungee-corded it to their vehicle's roof, and drove it five hours to the family home in Mount Kisco, N.Y.



"It was the rankest thing on the planet," Kick Kennedy, then 24, 
told Town & Country
, in the article, which described Mr. Kennedy as someone who likes to study animal skulls and skeletons.



The story recently resurfaced, including in an entertainment publication, 
The Wrap
, on Sunday and in a 
New York Post article
 on Monday.



In a letter to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, which oversees marine protection, Brett Hartl, the national political director for the Center for Biological Diversity Action Fund, wrote: "There are good reasons why it is illegal for any person to collect or keep parts of any endangered species."



"Most importantly, vital research opportunities are lost when individuals scavenge a wildlife carcass and interfere with the work of scientists. This is particularly true of marine mammals, which are some of the most difficult wildlife species in the world to study."



Some species of whales, Mr. Hartl noted, are so rare that scientists can learn about them only through their carcasses washed ashore.



Mr. Kennedy, he wrote, may have violated not only the Marine Mammal Protection Act (1972) and the Endangered Species Act (1973) -- two seminal marine conservation laws -- but also the Lacey Act of 1900, a conservation law signed by President William McKinley that prohibits the transportation of illegally gathered wildlife, dead or alive, across state lines.



Mr. Kennedy did not respond to a request for comment. Representatives for NOAA did not respond to a request for comment.



The whale has now joined a 
baby bear
, at least one emu and a 
worm
 whose deaths have been intimately associated with Mr. Kennedy, the independent presidential candidate -- and environmental lawyer -- who last week joined forces with former President Donald J. Trump's campaign.



The Center for Biological Diversity Action Fund has endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris for president.



Mr. Kennedy, 70, is a lifelong collector, trainer and handler of wild animals. At his home in Los Angeles, where he has been 
taming a pair of wild ravens
, he also keeps a taxidermied turtle (a former pet) and a rare Sumatran tiger (a gift to his father). Other former pets include at least two emus, one of whom was killed by a mountain lion, the other by a family dog.



This month, Mr. Kennedy acknowledged that he had 
left a dead bear
 cub in Central Park in 2014 because he thought it would be "amusing" -- an admission that came ahead of a piece in The New Yorker that detailed the episode. Mr. Kennedy told Roseanne Barr that he found the dead bear and had planned to skin the bear and put the meat in his refrigerator, but instead staged it with a bicycle in Central Park.



While some of his pursuits with wildlife have been merely curious, some may have skirted the line of the law. The North American Migratory Bird Treaty Act, for example, prohibits the "capture" of at least two species of ravens. New York law prohibits the "illegal possession" and the "illegal disposal" of a bear.



In an interview on Tuesday, Mr. Hartl said the whale incident, if true, would represent a "far worse" violation than the bear cub. (And if Mr. Kennedy still has any part of the whale's skeleton, he could still potentially be charged with a federal offense even 30 years later, Mr. Hartl said.)



"When you swear into the bar" as a lawyer, "you take an oath to uphold the law," said Mr. Hartl, noting that he, like Mr. Kennedy, is an environmental lawyer. "This isn't a stupid rule. This is the law -- laws that were passed almost unanimously" decades ago, he said. "This is not some silly current thing of the 'corrupt deep state' that he now claims to care about."
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Heat Deaths Have Doubled in the U.S. in Recent Decades, Study Finds



The finding comes as a late-August heat wave bears down on a significant part of the country.




Emergency workers helped a person who collapsed during a 2023 heat wave in Phoenix.




By Austyn Gaffney


Aug 27, 2024


As dangerous heat bears down on the 
central and eastern United States
 this week, a new study shows heat-related deaths across the country are on the rise.



While 2023 was the hottest year on record and led to at least 2,325 heat-related deaths in the U.S., more than 21,518 people have died from heat since 1999, 
according to a study published Monday
 in JAMA, the journal of the American Medical Association.



"It's very likely that we're going to continue to face these kind of extreme heat issues," said Jeffrey Howard, an associate professor in public health at the University of Texas at San Antonio and the lead author of the study. "It's not something that's going to go away."



Heat kills more people in the United States than any other type of extreme weather, according to researchers. The study noted a 117 percent increase in heat-related deaths over the past 24 years, with a significant upswing since 2016.



The Southwest has seen a disproportionate amount of those deaths. About 48 percent of heat-related deaths took place in Arizona, California, Nevada, or Texas, Dr. Howard said. That detail was not included in the study, he noted.



The latest heat wave, expected over the next few days, will close out a period of relatively cool weather with a blast of 
unseasonably hot temperatures
 in the Upper Midwest and Mid-Atlantic.



Extreme heat plus humidity means people could experience temperatures that feel like 115 degrees Fahrenheit, or about 46 Celsius, in some places. As of Tuesday, 
more than 19 million people
 were under an excessive heat warning.



The JAMA study analyzed publicly available data from the Centers for Disease Control, the federal agency that tracks heat-related deaths, and adjusted for changes in age and population size over time. While previous U.S. studies had analyzed earlier data, up until 2018, Dr. Howard said his work on more recent years revealed an increasing trend.



But heat-related deaths are hard to track. The C.D.C. relies on death certificates from local authorities but there is no consistent criteria to determine the 
contribution of heat to a death
. The tally of deaths from extreme heat could actually be higher, with an average 
annual number of 10,000 deaths
 across the United States from 1997 to 2006, according to a 2020 study.



"There's still a lot of issues in terms of peeling back what's going on underneath these numbers," Dr. Howard said. For example, researchers still need to determine how much of the trend is from increasing temperatures and how much is from better data collection.



Warming can be deadly around the globe. Heat contributed to 
47,000 deaths in Europe last year
, according to a recent study. That number could have been even higher if air-conditioning, better public information and other strategies had not been implemented across the continent, researchers found.



The JAMA study published on Monday suggested that the authorities in high-risk areas expand access to hydration and cooling centers and invest in more air-conditioning.
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The Mosquito-Borne Virus Raising Alarms in the Northeast



Recent infections from the Eastern equine encephalitis virus are worrying health officials. Severe cases can be deadly or leave lasting injuries.




Experts say that anyone who spends extended periods of time outside and around mosquitoes is at higher risk of contracting Eastern equine encephalitis.




By Teddy Rosenbluth


Aug 28, 2024


Residents of 10 communities in Massachusetts have been warned to stay indoors from dusk to dawn. Some local parks are closed at night. A person in New Hampshire has died. Pesticides are being sprayed from trucks and aircrafts.



What's causing all of the alarm? A mosquito-borne virus called Eastern equine encephalitis, which is so rare that most infectious disease experts might never see a case. This year, at least four states have reported human E.E.E. infections.



Here's what you should know.



Is this an unusually bad year for E.E.E.?



The virus is endemic in North America, which means that it's consistently present on the continent. The United States sees a handful of infections every year, mainly along the East Coast and around the Great Lakes. In 2019, there were a 
record 38 cases
, the largest U.S. outbreak in recent history.



As of Tuesday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention had 
reported four human cases
, in Wisconsin, New Jersey, Massachusetts and Vermont. In addition, officials in New Hampshire 
have reported one death
.



But experts say it's too soon to know whether this will turn out to be a particularly severe year. Mosquito-borne illnesses usually spread widely until around October, or when it's cold enough for water to freeze, said Dr. Jonathan Abraham, a clinical infectious disease specialist at Harvard Medical School.



Until then, health officials in the affected areas are urging residents to take precautions.



Who should worry?



The main risk factor for contracting the virus is exposure to mosquitoes, said Dr. Cameron Wolfe, a professor of infectious diseases at the Duke University School of Medicine.



Those who spend extended periods of time outside -- including people who have outdoor jobs, who are homeless or who enjoy hiking or biking -- are at higher risk of contracting the virus simply because they are more likely to be bitten by mosquitoes.



They should consider taking extra precautions, like wearing long pants and shirts and using bug spray. Notably, not all outdoor areas are equally risky.



Walking around in downtown Manhattan is probably much less risky, Dr. Wolfe said, than spending time outside in a swampy, lowland area of South Carolina, for example -- the sort of environment that mosquitoes love.



Where does the virus circulate?



In the life cycle of the E.E.E. virus, humans are sort of an afterthought. In swampy ecosystems, mosquitoes feed on infected birds and then pass the virus on to healthy birds.



Some species of mosquitoes feed on both birds and larger animals. These are the biters that infect people. Humans cannot transmit the virus to other humans, and mosquitoes don't usually become infected after biting humans because people don't have high viral concentrations in their blood. That's why humans are considered "dead-end hosts."



So, too, are the other animals that may fall ill with the infection, like ostriches, llamas and, as the name suggests, horses. The E.E.E. virus was first identified in the 1930s using cultures of infected horse brains
.



What's the illness like?



Most people who are infected with the E.E.E. virus have no symptoms or have flulike symptoms that resolve within a few weeks, 
according to the C.D.C.
 But if the virus reaches the brain -- which happens in less than 5 percent of cases 
--
 the prognosis becomes dire.



Once in the brain, the virus attaches to proteins on the surface of neurons and kills them, often causing lasting neurological damage. The body's immune response, which leads to swelling and inflammation, may also injure the brain, said Dr. Kevin Gobeske, a critical care neurologist at the Yale School of Medicine.



About 30 percent of patients who develop neurological symptoms die, according to the C.D.C. Survivors may be left with severe, long-term conditions like paralysis, intellectual impairment and personality disorders.



Is there a treatment?



There are no treatments that target the E.E.E. virus, so doctors focus on managing symptoms with pain medications or, in severe cases, using steroids to control swelling. "We don't have many good options
," 
Dr. Gobeske said.



It's not clear why some people recover fully while others are hospitalized with E.E.E. infections. There is not enough evidence to say whether particular groups are at higher risk of severe illness, Dr. Abraham said.



While there are vaccines for horses, none are approved for humans. The disease is rare and complicated enough that there hasn't been a push to develop a vaccine for people, Dr. Gobeske said.



The best preventive strategy is to limit exposure to mosquitoes by dumping out standing water, repairing damage to door or window screens and, in some high-risk areas, avoiding outside activities after dusk.



Even if E.E.E. has not been reported in your state, Dr. Wolfe recommends taking these precautions to help avoid all mosquito-borne illnesses, like West Nile virus, that peak around this time of year.



"I don't know a good, healthy reason you should be happy about being bit by a mosquito," he said. "It doesn't matter if it's malaria, dengue or Eastern equine -- there's no particularly good outcome
."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/28/health/eastern-equine-encephalitis-prevention.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




A Rare but Dangerous Mosquito-Borne Virus Is Changing Routines in Massachusetts



Ten communities are at high or critical risk from Eastern equine encephalitis, which killed a man in New Hampshire this month and sickened two people in Massachusetts and Vermont.




A sign at the entrance of Forges Field in Plymouth, Mass., alerts visitors that the park is closed from dusk to dawn because of the threat of eastern equine encephalitis, on Wednesday.




By Jenna Russell


Aug 28, 2024


Sue Ryan, who lives in Plymouth, Mass., is taking no chances.



Plymouth is one of 
10 communities in Massachusetts
 that health officials consider to be at high or critical risk from Eastern equine encephalitis, a rare but dangerous mosquito-borne disease that killed a 41-year-old man in New Hampshire this month. And Ms. Ryan is among those who have adjusted their routines accordingly.



"I've changed everything," Ms. Ryan, 61, said on Wednesday morning as she visited a playground with her two grown daughters and three grandchildren. "I don't go out on my patio after dark. I've stopped gardening. I will be obeying the rules until further notice."



Plymouth's parks, swimming ponds and playgrounds still thrummed with life on Wednesday. But Ms. Ryan was hardly the only resident who said she had begun taking precautions and heeding the advice of public health officials to stay indoors from dusk until dawn, when mosquitoes are most active.



The virus cannot be passed from person to person. 
Most people who are bitten by an infected mosquito never even become ill.
 But for the few who do, the virus can be very serious, leading to brain inflammation, neurological damage, coma or death. There is no treatment.



Between 2003 and 2023, Massachusetts reported a total of 41 human cases of the virus, more than any other state. Michigan and Florida, with 22 and 24 cases, ranked second and third, according to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention provided by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.



Southeastern Massachusetts, in particular, has seen its share of severe cases over the years; an outbreak there in 1938 killed 25 people, most of them children. More recently, in August 2006, a 9-year-old boy in Middleborough, Mass., 
died of the virus
, falling into a coma one day after coming down with a headache and a fever.




Sue Ryan, left, with her grandchildren and daughter at the Forges Field playground in Plymouth on Wednesday. "I don't go out on my patio after dark. I've stopped gardening. I will be obeying the rules until further notice."




Few who fall severely ill survive; those who do often suffer lasting health effects. Derek Ashworth is the rare exception. Infected with the virus during the same Massachusetts outbreak that killed the 9-year-old in 2006, Mr. Ashworth, then 23, was stricken by seizures, then fell into a coma for six days. Now 41, he recovered with no permanent damage.



In an interview on Wednesday, Mr. Ashworth, of Rochester, Mass., said he takes reasonable precautions when outdoors and is vigilant about protecting his three young sons, but tries to raise awareness without instilling fear.



"This is nature, it's the way it is, and we have to adapt and learn to live with it," he said. "I wouldn't say cancel your plans, but be aware it's out there."



Like others interviewed, Mr. Ashworth said he has mixed feelings about the aerial spraying of pesticide that began in Plymouth and other high-risk communities this week. Some said they were more concerned about the spraying than about the threat of the virus.



Holly Crocker, 46, of Plymouth, said she felt unnerved on Tuesday evening when she and her friend spotted a low-flying plane. "We don't want to breathe it in," she said.



Others have bristled at the town's decision to close parks and playing fields at dusk to discourage outdoor activities at night, saying the closures were uncomfortably reminiscent of government lockdowns and mask rules during the coronavirus pandemic.



"The main thing is, we haven't even seen a case in Plymouth," said Mike Pimental, 68, who grew up in the town but now spends part of the year in Florida. "And even if you get a case, it's not a death sentence if a mosquito bites you."




Mike Pimental and his dog Cleo, at Morton Park in Plymouth on Wednesday.




An announcement that high school football games in Plymouth would be moved to afternoons or weekends prompted pushback, including 
an online petition
 calling on the town to keep Friday night games on the schedule.



Kelsey Kincade, a school athletic director in neighboring Carver, said students there have been understanding of the schedule changes, an adaptability she attributed to their experience in the pandemic, when school sports were largely canceled.



"They've been through a lot the last few years," she said, "and they understand the need to be flexible, and that the important thing is that they can keep playing."



To Mr. Pimental, though, the field closures and curfew recommendations are "a little reminder," he said, standing beneath the tall pines at Morton Park in Plymouth, "that the government sometimes reaches a little too far."



Even so, he acknowledged that he had pulled on a coat when he went out to walk his dog the previous evening. All the talk of risk, he said, had "put it in my mind."
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House G.O.P. Releases Jan. 6 Videos of Pelosi, Seeking to Shift Blame From Trump



In recordings shot for a documentary, the House speaker at the time rages about the attack on the Capitol and says she takes responsibility for not pushing the police to prepare better for violence by Trump supporters.




In the footage from Jan. 6, 2021, Nancy Pelosi rails against President Donald J. Trump and his role in firing up his supporters who stormed the Capitol.




By Luke Broadwater


Aug 28, 2024


House Republicans on Wednesday made their latest attempt to rewrite the history of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, releasing a video compilation that sought to shift blame away from former President Donald J. Trump and onto former Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who was pursued that day by a violent mob of Trump supporters.



The Republican-controlled House Administration Subcommittee on Oversight released video clips, some previously unseen, shot for an HBO documentary about Ms. Pelosi. In them she is shown on the day of the riot venting her rage about the rampage at the Capitol, criticizing security officials for failing to anticipate and prevent it, and saying she felt responsible for their failure.



In the recordings, Ms. Pelosi rails against Mr. Trump and his role in firing up his supporters who stormed the Capitol, but also repeatedly suggests that she and her staff should have pushed the Capitol Police harder to make sure they were better prepared as Mr. Trump summoned thousands of his supporters to Washington to protest the transfer of power from the Trump administration to the Biden administration.



"I don't care what they say -- they should have had much more anticipation about the National Guard," Ms. Pelosi says at one point during the footage.



At another point, she says: "I can't believe the stupidity. I take full responsibility."



In yet another clip, Ms. Pelosi hints that Capitol Police officials might have deliberately failed to prepare enough, perhaps because they were sympathetic to Mr. Trump and his supporters.



"They thought these people would act civilized?" Ms. Pelosi said, sitting in the back of a car as her security detail whisked her away from an overrun Capitol to safety. "They thought these people gave a damn?"



She added: "Shame on us. I'm suspicious of their motivation, to tell you the truth."



The video was shot for a documentary titled "Pelosi in the House" made by the filmmaker Alexandra Pelosi, Ms. Pelosi's daughter.



Republicans, who have been working for years to absolve Mr. Trump for what happened on Jan. 6, used the footage as a fresh opportunity to blame the former speaker for the attack, when more than 150 police officers were injured and a handful of them ultimately lost their lives.



"For over three years, Nancy Pelosi has refused to take responsibility for her failure to secure the Capitol grounds on Jan. 6, 2021," Representative Barry Loudermilk of Georgia, who is leading a Republican investigation seeking to show bias in the work of the Jan. 6 committee. "Instead, she has pushed the focus of the failure on President Trump. As speaker, she controlled House operations and security on the House side of the Capitol -- which she acknowledges in this HBO footage."



In fact, Ms. Pelosi was not solely responsible for the security of the Capitol that day. While the speaker wields considerable influence, security is the job of the Capitol Police, which is controlled by a board that includes one security official appointed by the speaker and one by the Senate leader, who at the time was Senator Mitch McConnell, Republican of Kentucky.



Ian Krager, a spokesman for Ms. Pelosi, denounced the Republicans' efforts.



"Numerous independent fact-checkers have confirmed again and again that Speaker Pelosi did not plan her own assassination on Jan. 6," Mr. Krager said. "The speaker of the House is not in charge of the security of the Capitol Complex -- on Jan. 6 or any other day of the week."



In the video clips, Ms. Pelosi repeatedly makes clear she believes the blame for the attack falls on Mr. Trump, who spread lies about massive voter fraud stealing the 2020 election from him, fired up a rowdy crowd of his supporters near the White House and directed them to march to the Capitol while Congress was meeting to certify the election.



"I think our focus has to be on the president. Let's not divert ourselves," she said at one point, discussing a statement she would issue calling for Mr. Trump to be removed from office.



The leaders of the now-defunct House Jan. 6 committee made a similar conclusion, opting to focus more on the actions of Mr. Trump that led to the assault on the Capitol than the security failures that allowed the complex to be overrun.



In a text message, Alexandra Pelosi said the batch of footage just released was "NOT news!" and noted that some of it had already been seen in her documentary, which premiered on HBO in 2022.



"Hope you appreciate the cinematography," she added, noting her footwork to capture the scene as her mother fled the angry mob, "backwards and in heels!"
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Election Worker Charged With Taking Kickbacks for Polling Place Jobs



Federal prosecutors said Nicole Torres sold election jobs to Bronx residents for $150 apiece. It is just the most recent smudge on the reputation of the New York City Board of Elections.




Poll workers in New York can earn about $2,750 each election cycle if they work all nine early-voting days plus Election Day. 




By Shayla Colon


Aug 28, 2024


A New York City Board of Elections employee in the Bronx was charged with offenses including extortion, bribery and fraud after federal prosecutors said she took kickbacks to place residents in temporary poll-worker jobs.



The defendant, Nicole Torres, an elected district leader and one-time Republican candidate for State Assembly, also forged time sheets for so-called no-show employees, according to the U.S. attorney's office for the Southern District of New York. She pocketed those salaries with co-conspirators, according to the indictment, which was released Wednesday.



Neither Ms. Torres, who made an initial appearance in court Tuesday, nor her lawyer replied to requests for comment. She did not enter a plea, according to Kristoff Williams, a lawyer at the Federal Defenders of New York.



The charges against Ms. Torres are the most recent in a 
string of scandals
 at the long-troubled board, which have included 
failing to mail out absentee ballots
, a 
botched rollout of the ranked-choice voting system
, disenfranchisement of voters and more.



Ms. Torres, 43, has worked for the board since at least 2016. She made $65,430 last year, and has served in various roles including voting machine technician, administrative assistant and clerk to the board, according to 
records
 compiled by the Empire Center think tank. She was responsible for monitoring poll workers' attendance and ensuring they were paid on Election Day and during early-voting periods, according to the indictment.



Poll workers in New York can earn about $2,750 each election cycle if they work all nine early-voting days plus Election Day, according to the indictment.



Residents can apply directly to the election board for the gigs or get a recommendation from a district leader, who is an unpaid elected official with few other powers, according to the indictment. Candidates with a district leader recommendation often fill open positions before others.



Prosecutors said Ms. Torres "abused her positions of public trust" by engaging in two illegal schemes.



The first outlined in the indictment involved taking payments of about $150 apiece from Bronx residents in exchange for poll jobs from 2019 through this August. She funneled the money into her personal bank account and to an unidentified local organization, according to the court papers. Ms. Torres altered payee lines on money orders and checks to direct deposits to herself, according to the indictment.



In the second scheme, prosecutors said, Ms. Torres falsified records dating as far back as 2018 to record no-show poll employees working on days they did not.



The indictment said she instructed poll site coordinators to sign attendance booklets for these employees and later profited from those salaries, which she split with co-conspirators through mobile payments and cash payouts. It was unclear whether the no-show employees actually existed.



In total, Ms. Torres made at least $36,000, the indictment said. Ms. Torres, who was released on bond, faces decades in prison, according to the indictment.



A spokeswoman for the Board of Elections, Monica T. Lantry, said that the agency had been a partner in the investigation. "We continue to send the clear message that any allegation of wrongdoing will be thoroughly investigated and referred to law enforcement immediately," she said.



The U.S. attorney's office declined to comment about the name of the Bronx organization involved and whether Ms. Torres's co-conspirators would be charged.



The charges against Ms. Torres add to a murky history of failures and shortcomings at the election agency. New York is the 
only state
 where employees for local election boards are chosen largely by Democratic and Republican party bosses. The idea is that the parties will keep an eye on each other. But New York City's board has been criticized for nepotism, ineptitude and corruption.



In 2021, the 
Brennan Center for Justice published a report
 chronicling the election agency's repeated missteps and "systemic defects." The center called for actions to streamline operations, mandate employee training, amend hiring practices and give local elected officials the power to remove commissioners for the sake of accountability.



"The need to fix the N.Y.C. B.O.E. has never been more urgent," the report said. "In this era of the Big Lie, when merchants of misinformation seize any excuse to shake the nation's trust in elections and election officials face unprecedented threats, curing the infamous dysfunction of the N.Y.C. B.O.E. is critical for the entire nation."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/28/nyregion/bronx-election-polls-worker-bribe.html
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Man Is First to Be Charged in New York With Wearing a Mask in Public



Wesslin Omar Ramirez Castillo was frisked and charged with knife possession after the police stopped him for wearing a ski mask.



By Liam Stack


Aug 28, 2024


A man on Long Island has been arrested and charged with possessing a knife and wearing a face mask in public, a milestone moment in the debate over whether to criminalize masks in New York State.



The push to ban masks in some public settings began in June after some pro-Palestinian demonstrators covered their faces during protests. They said that they had done so to avoid online harassment, though some activists used the anonymity provided by their masks to harass people or to engage in acts of vandalism.



The man arrested on Sunday, Wesslin Omar Ramirez Castillo, 18, the first to face charges under a mask ban passed this month in Nassau County, N.Y., was not engaged in protest. He was walking down Spindle Road, a residential street of tidy lawns and single-family homes in Hicksville, wearing dark clothes and a ski mask in August, the county police said in a statement.



Christopher Boyle, a spokesman for the Nassau County executive, Bruce Blakeman, a Republican 
who championed the anti-mask law
, said Mr. Castillo "was on the street corner, and somebody called in a suspicious person."



When police officers arrived, they frisked Mr. Castillo and discovered a 14-inch knife in the waistband of his pants, the department said in a statement on Tuesday. He was charged on Monday with several crimes, including criminal possession of a weapon and a violation of the mask law.



"Our police officers were able to use the mask ban legislation as well as other factors to stop and interrogate an individual who was carrying a weapon with the intent to engage in a robbery," Mr. Blakeman said in a statement. "Passing this law gave police another tool to stop this dangerous criminal."



Scott Banks, the chief attorney of the Legal Aid Society of Nassau County, said Legal Aid was representing Mr. Castillo. Mr. Banks declined to comment on the case.



The Nassau County law, the Mask Transparency Act, makes it a misdemeanor to wear a face covering in public for reasons other than health or religion. It was passed by the county's Republican-controlled Legislature this month.



Masks that are not worn for health or religious reasons "are often used as a predicate to harassing, menacing or criminal behavior," the legislators wrote in the bill. Violators could face a fine of up to $1,000, up to a year in jail, or both.



In June,
 a coalition of civil rights groups, including the Anti-Defamation League and the National Urban League, called for the state to ban the wearing of masks at protests. They said the masks allowed people to anonymously commit crimes and compared them to Ku Klux Klan hoods.



But others warned that such a ban could have serious unintended consequences.



Some feared the proposal was meant to crackdown on pro-Palestinian speech, and others warned it could harm efforts to combat the coronavirus, potentially endangering immunocompromised people and people with disabilities. Not long ago, the state heralded face masks as a tool against the spread of Covid.



Others warned that a mask ban could provide police officers with a pretext to stop people of color and frisk them on sidewalks, subways or other public places.



On Tuesday, Beth Haroules, a senior staff attorney at the New York Civil Liberties Union, said masks "protect people's health and their ability to speak out" and warned that the arrest of Mr. Castillo showed that the measure was "ripe for selective enforcement by a police department with a history of aggression and discrimination."



"Trumpeting today's arrest to justify the county's mask ban is silly," Ms. Haroules added.
 
"Reporting suggests black clothes were also involved. One wonders whether the county will soon ban those too."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/27/nyregion/face-mask-ban-charges-nyc.html
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Sid Eudy, 63, Dies; Wrestler Known as 'Sid Vicious' (Among Other Names)



Listed at 6-foot-9 and 317 pounds, he faced off against some of the industry's biggest names, including Shawn Michaels and Hulk Hogan.




Sid Eudy, who wrestled under the names Sid Vicious, Sid Justice and Psycho Sid, in an undated photo.




By Claire Moses


Aug 27, 2024


Sid Eudy, the professional wrestler known variously as Sid Justice, Sid Vicious and Sycho Sid, who rose to fame in the 1990s, died on Monday. He was 63.



The cause was cancer, his son Gunnar Eudy wrote on Facebook. He did not say where his father died.



Eudy, who won multiple championships, was one of his generation's "most imposing and terrifying competitors," World Wrestling Entertainment said 
in a statement
. Listed at 6-foot-9 and 317 pounds, he was one of the biggest of what are known in the industry as big men, who often play supporting roles because they don't perform the high-flying moves that thrill fans.



Eudy was a very big man who became a star in his own right. He headlined Wrestlemania twice and became champion of both the World Wrestling Federation, as it was then known, and its 1990s rival, World Championship Wrestling, a rare trifecta.



He entered the world of pro wrestling in 1987 and two years later, calling himself Sid Vicious after the Sex Pistols' notorious bassist, signed with W.C.W., which at the time was an upstart circuit.




Eudy wrestled Hulk Hogan at Madison Square Garden in 1992.




In 1991, according to W.W.E., he made his debut with the organization, under the name Sid Justice, as the special guest referee at SummerSlam 1991.



He was featured as the main event at Wrestlemania twice: in 1992 (as Sid Justice), against Hulk Hogan, and in 1997 (as Sycho Sid), against the Undertaker. He was both a two-time W.W.F. champion and two-time W.C.W. champion, as well as a two-time United States Wrestling Association champion, also in the 1990s.



"One of the most brutal Superstars to ever terrorize W.W.E., the sadistic Sid brought an intensity that few could ever hope to contain," the organization wrote. "Just ask the litany of ring legends who have incurred his wrath -- a hit list that includes Shawn Michaels, Hulk Hogan, Bret 'Hit Man' Hart and many more."



Sidney Raymond Eudy was born in West Memphis, Ark., on Dec. 16, 1960. In addition to his son Gunnar, who is also a wrestler, he is survived by his wife, Sabrina Estes Eudy,; another son, Frank; and a number of grandchildren.



In 2001, during a televised pay-per-view W.C.W. championship match, viewers watched Eudy injure his leg after he jumped off the rope and accidentally landed badly, snapping his left leg at an unnatural angle.



The injury effectively ended his career as a major pro wrestling star, as he himself acknowledged. "With my injury," he said in a 2023 interview, "I feel I came up short with solidifying myself as one of the top 10, 15 money-drawers in the business."



He considered retiring. But, after a long period of recuperation, Eudy -- who had previously returned from injuries more than once -- resumed wrestling in 2004, on smaller circuits. He returned to W.W.E. in the summer of 2012, as part of the observation of the 1,000th episode of the organization's TV series "Raw."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/26/sports/sid-eudy-dead.html
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At Costco, Shopping for Clues About Consumers



The reporter Ben Ryder Howe traveled far and wide to better understand Americans' love of the membership-only retail store.




Nearly one-third of all U.S. consumers shop at Costco, one of the country's largest retailers.




By Ben Ryder Howe


Aug 28, 2024


In March, Brian Gallagher, an editor for the Food section of The New York Times, texted me a question: Did I have strong feelings about Costco?



"You have found one of the few things I have no opinions on," I replied.



That wasn't exactly true. I had visited Costco once, about 20 years ago. Outside the store, a location in Brooklyn on the Sunset Park waterfront, people fought over parking spots. Inside, the aisles were so crowded that a passing shopping cart snagged my wired headphones and nearly dragged me down an aisle. It was not an experience I wanted to repeat.



But sometimes the best article ideas hide in plain sight. How many times had I passed a Costco truck on the highway, or seen a logo for Kirkland, Costco's private brand label, on a T-shirt? This is a company that influences the food we eat, the clothes we wear and the products that fill our pantries. Nearly one-third of all U.S. consumers shop at Costco. Still, I couldn't tell you more than a few basic facts about it.



Hoping to understand how the membership-only chain -- the third-largest retailer in the world -- had penetrated the American consumer psyche, I traveled around the country, visiting Costco warehouses and talking with current and former executives. 
My findings were published in a Times article this month.



The first step in my reporting process was to revisit that dreary Costco in Brooklyn. I had assumed the store had gotten a face-lift in the decades since I was last there. After all, over the past 20 years, Costco has nearly doubled the number of its locations, tripled its membership and increased profits by an astonishing 3,000 percent.



But when I showed up this spring, it looked almost exactly the same. Although the surrounding neighborhood had been gentrified over the past two decades -- a Porsche dealership had opened next door -- it was still the same old Costco warehouse.



As members who frequent this particular Costco will tell you, it is something of a zoo compared to other locations. (At least one shopper called it "
America's worst Costco.
") The parking lot is still a combat zone, overloaded with minivans where families divvy up their hauls.



Still, I began to appreciate Costco's no-frills presentation. Yes, the warehouses are austere. Yes, the shopping experience can be stressful. But it comes with a trade-off: As a consumer, you don't leave feeling exploited or bamboozled. At Costco, what you see is what you get.



I could relate to that retail approach. Twenty years ago, 
I owned a deli
 on Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn. Deli owners can be obsessed with maintaining the trust of their customers, locals who depend on them to open their stores every day; to always stock the staples, like milk and beer; and to keep prices low. If you drop the ball, there's another store down the block. Costco had figured out that trust with customers was key.



Brian eventually encouraged me to visit a more exotic Costco location in Anchorage. Alaskans live in a harsh environment, and often travel by air or water to buy groceries. As a result, many residents stockpile food and other necessities. The fervor of Alaskans for Costco is renowned, and I wanted to see it in person.



The Anchorage store was mobbed, of course. But aside from a few Alaskan touches -- a flock of marauding ravens tried to snag a rotisserie chicken from an unattended shopping cart outside -- it looked almost exactly like the store in Brooklyn.



After my visit this summer, I began to consider a bigger question: How was Costco's retail model sustainable during an age when Americans seem increasingly fed up with big businesses?



If you trace Costco's roots, the person who most influenced the store was a lawyer from the Bronx named Sol Price, who invented the warehouse retail model in the 1950s. (He founded FedMart and Price Club, early big-box stores; Price Club eventually merged with Costco.) Like many small business owners, he hated credit cards, and liked to interact with customers. In other words, he was old school. So is Costco, which doesn't have a big media arm -- or even a public relations department -- which made reporting this article especially challenging.



I traveled this summer to a new warehouse opening in suburban Houston, hoping to speak with executives in attendance. After chasing a few down the aisles, I was finally able to speak with some, though most weren't very talkative. I left Houston with more questions than answers, including a big one: How did Costco resist going to the dark side, as in, putting profits over its members?



In a world where billions can be made on hype, here is a company with no media relations department, minimal advertising and no "How I Did It" memoirs by former chief executives.



Perhaps all of that is part of its success, and a story worth writing in the future.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/28/insider/costco-membership.html
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Quotation of the Day: Fast Food for a Short but Sweet Summer in the Casse-Croutes


Aug 29, 2024


"You can taste the sea. We are from Sicily, so we are used to good, fresh seafood."



MARTA GRASSO
, an Italian newcomer to Canada, on discovering the joys of casse-croutes, the food shacks that come to life during summer.
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Corrections: Aug. 29, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024.


Aug 29, 2024


FRONT PAGE



A summary for an article on Wednesday about the American tennis player Rajeev Ram and his success in doubles heading into the U.S. Open misidentified his current doubles partner. He is Joe Salisbury of Britain.



INTERNATIONAL



An article on Tuesday about Israelis who survived their captivity in Gaza included references to a man who did not survive. The man, Abraham Kunder, was among the hostages whose body had recently been recovered by Israeli forces.



THURSDAY STYLES



An 
article
 last Thursday about the aftermath of a competitor's death at the recent CrossFit Games misstated part of a quotation from Greg Glassman, the exercise program's founder. Mr. Glassman originally described his methodology as a program of "constantly varied, high-intensity functional movement," not "constantly varied, high-intensity functional fitness."



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.
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A Parisian Found Patriotism as He Designed Paralympics Costumes



Louis-Gabriel Nouchi was given an enormous task: create 700 distinctive garments for people with disabilities for the event's opening ceremony.




"The more I was doing rehearsals and fittings, the more proud I was," said Louis-Gabriel Nouchi, who designed the costumes worn during the opening ceremony of the 2024 Paralympics in Paris.




By Eve Peyser


Aug 28, 2024


Louis-Gabriel Nouchi, of the Paris-based fashion brand LGN, was thrilled when he got the phone call asking him to design the costumes for the Paralympics' opening ceremony, which was held on Wednesday in Paris, with a procession down the Champs-Elysees that ended at the Place de la Concorde.



"I wanted to put all my heart into this project," said Mr. Nouchi, 36, "because it was the Paralympics, you know, and it was really close to me personally, because I'm working a lot on inclusivity at LGN in terms of plus size, age and diversity of bodies on the runway during fashion week." Mr. Nouchi, who is known for manufacturing elegantly simple men's wear with a punchy contemporary twist, grinned through a video call in which he was sporting a thick mustache and a simple black T-shirt and smoking a cigarette throughout the interview.



The Paralympics assignment did not immediately elicit in him a sense of patriotism. Though Mr. Nouchi grew up in Paris, he was trained in Belgium and worked in Italy during his early career, and he said that his time outside France had been a major influence on his identity as a designer. But the process of designing hundreds of garments for performers with disabilities brought forth his latent pride in his country.



"I was becoming more and more patriotic as I was working on this project," Mr. Nouchi said. "The more I was doing rehearsals and fittings, the more proud I was. And you know, it's difficult for French to be proud of being French."




Mr. Nouchi designed 700 items of clothing, with the added task of making sure they worked for people with disabilities. 




The brief was straightforward, but it was also an enormous undertaking: create approximately 700 items of clothing for performers with disabilities to wear during the festivities. Mr. Nouchi said he knew from the outset that he didn't want to create costumes. Rather, he wanted his clothing to play a supporting role in the show. The clothing should have an urban, Parisian sensibility and, crucially, be comfortable. He didn't want his garments to overshadow the performers or the event itself.



In order to achieve this, he had to take a different approach than he would have for a runway show. He imagined 200 performers onstage together and thought about the way they would move and the sounds the fabric would make. "The difference between a garment and a costume is functionality," he said. He decided to create outfits made of jersey fabric that were machine washable. The pieces are not without flair, however: He incorporated embroidery, rhinestones and feathers in his designs.



Mr. Nouchi's opening ceremony outfits ranged from casual to formal. Like his LGN designs, his choices for the Paralympics had a chic, sparse quality. There was a red tracksuit with cutouts along the shoulder blades, accented with white and black lines, an enormous glossy blue robe with pleats, a shimmering, oversized silver blazer, a tunic with quite possibly the deepest V-neck you've ever seen, and a denim button-up shirt with deep red splatters.



Mr. Nouchi went with a red, white and blue color scheme overall, which was a deconstruction of the French flag. "The representation of our own flag in France, it's not something that you're doing in the U.S.," he said. "Showing a French flag, it can be not very positive sometimes."



He added: "I was really happy about the Olympics. We got to own our own flag. Doing those colors in this place, it was the place of the revolution. Using those colors has meaning."



When conceiving the looks, Mr. Nouchi said, he asked himself: "What's the reference? Is it the right reference?"



"Nothing is innocent when you're talking about fashion," he continued. "You're talking about society, specifically in this ceremony, when you really talk about inclusivity and different body types."



Designing clothing for people with disabilities was similar to doing so for able-bodied people, Mr. Nouchi said. But he had to take different factors into consideration. "For someone in a wheelchair, you don't want to put the attention on having big shoulders, because it's not flattering to the silhouette," he explained. "There were some people that didn't want to have long sleeves because they needed their skin to be in contact with a wheelchair to perform."



He recalled one of the dancers trying on a suit he designed for her, and bursting into tears. "You have no idea what the meaning of this is for me," Mr. Nouchi said the dancer, who uses a wheelchair, told him. She had always wanted to wear a suit, but had not been able to find one that was made for her body.



Mr. Nouchi's experience working on the Paralympics' opening ceremony was liberating for him. "I was creating outfits for the beauty of gesture," Mr. Nouchi said. "Nothing is going to be on sale after. It's not just about me. I'm just doing the clothes. It really helped me let go creatively and to allow myself to test new things."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/28/style/paralympics-opening-ceremony-designer.html
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Critic's Notebook



Serena Williams Reflects on Her Life and Legacy in a New Docuseries



"In the Arena: Serena Williams," an eight-part documentary on ESPN+, revisits the highs and lows of the star's career and considers her impact on tennis and beyond.




Serena Williams at the U.S. Open in 2022. Her style, swagger and competitive moments made it possible for a new generation of women athletes to flourish, particularly Black women, our critic writes.




By Salamishah Tillet


Aug 28, 2024


In March 2001, Serena Williams, then just 19, was booed mercilessly by the crowd during the tournament final of the Indian Wells Open in California. The jeering included racist slurs, and it was arguably the most terrifying and scarring thing that ever happened to Williams during her spectacular career.



In "In the Arena: Serena Williams," an eight-part documentary streaming on ESPN+ -- the final episode premieres on Wednesday -- the retired star looks back on how she was shaped by the experience.



"Having to go through those scathing, nasty, awful things just because of the color of my skin opened a lot of doors for other people," she said. "I have been able to provide a platform for Black girls and Black women to be proud of who they are."



I welcomed Williams's newfound ease in talking so explicitly about race and her continued impact on women's sports. One of the most visible athletes of all time, she has been the subject of countless interviews and biographies during her career, but she did not often seem eager to reveal much about her private life. This has changed in the past few years with projects like the HBO documentary 
"Being Serena" (2018)
, about her pregnancy and struggle to return to tennis, and her active posting on Instagram. She was also an executive producer of "
King Richard
," the 2021, Oscar-winning biopic of her father, Richard Williams.



But "In the Arena" reveals still more layers of its subject. Directed by Gotham Chopra, it features candid interviews with Williams and her relatives, friends and tennis contemporaries, including her sisters, Venus Williams and Isha Price; her fellow legend Roger Federer; and the former tennis star and current television commentator Mary Joe Fernandez. Serena is also an executive producer.



The series is a follow-up to "Man in the Arena: Tom Brady" (2021), which was also directed by Chopra and was produced by Brady's 199 Productions. But tennis is far more solitary than a team sport like football. Spectators' eyes are laser-focused on the players and their bodies, a reality that was originally made more fraught because of Williams's race and class status in the predominately white world of tennis.



I think about Williams's multiple identities almost every time I see her: when she was a surprise Olympic torchbearer representing the United States at the opening ceremony in Paris; when I watched her in Arthur Ashe Stadium 
during the women's final of the 2018 U.S. Open
, being booed and losing to Naomi Osaka; and when I returned to the tournament years later and was part of the crowds that gave her standing ovations before her first match and for her final doubles match with Venus. I still think about her impact even in her absence, as when Coco Gauff thanked the Williams sisters after winning the U.S. Open in 2023, a year after Serena retired.



Williams was the greatest female tennis player of all time, but she long ago transcended the sport she dominated. Her glam style, not-so-subtle swagger and her competitive (and contentious) moments on the court made it possible for a new generation of women athletes to flourish in the full breadth of their humanity, particularly Black women like Simone Biles, Angel Reese, Sha'Carri Richardson and Gabby Thomas.




Serena, left, and Venus, while competing at the 2018 U.S. Open. "In the Arena" includes separate interviews with the sisters, who discuss the strategies they used against each other on the court.




"In the Arena" suggests that one of the keys to Williams's rise to greatness and her ability to sustain it for almost 20 years was the community that stood by her and, in many cases, saved her.



For example, the discussion of Indian Wells, which comes in the sixth episode, reveals the long-term injury that the crowd's abuse inflicted upon the entire family. Inspired by Venus's withdrawal from her semifinal against Serena because of injury -- which led the National Enquirer and others to accuse Richard of fixing the tournament to Serena's advantage -- the jeers were directed at Venus and Richard in the stands as well as at Serena on the court. (She still won the final.)



The sisters boycotted the tournament for years, and in one moving scene, their sister Isha asks the crew to stop filming as she begins to cry because she feels guilty about not being there to protect her younger siblings. When Serena returned to play at Indian Wells 14 years later, her journey to forgiveness was inspired by meeting Nelson Mandela and reading his memoir.



In Episode 3, Williams peels back the layers of grief she endured after her sister Yetunde Price 
was murdered in 2003
. Williams initially wanted to quit tennis and had to work through her depression.



The most revelatory episode is the second one, which focuses on the years that Venus and Serena competed against each other for Grand Slam titles. It is akin to hearing from Michael Jordan's greatest rivals, like Reggie Miller and Isiah Thomas, in "
The Last Dance
," with the added dimension that the sisters rooted for each other off the court as intensely as they battled one another on it.



In separate interviews, Venus and Serena break down each other's games, discuss how playing against the other influenced their self-esteem and reveal the strategies they deployed against one another. (Serena could not look at Venus until the match was over.) It is a rare glimpse into their simultaneous closeness and competitiveness.



There is little mention of other players, like Jennifer Capriati, Martina Hingis or Maria Sharapova, who at different times challenged Serena's reign. But in watching her rise through her own eyes, it becomes clear that aside from Venus, she believed that her biggest obstacles were bad calls from line judges, racist caricatures in the media and, like Jordan before her, the inevitably of time itself.



The final episode, arriving Wednesday, focuses on her decision to retire, expand her family and have another child.



Watching tennis without seeing Serena on the court is still hard for me. I haven't returned to Flushing Meadows because I miss her once-in-a-lifetime serve, versatile shot selection, keen fashion sense and intellectual fortitude.



And yet, on the heels of the Olympics, as another U.S. Open gets underway, and with the W.N.B.A. playoffs around the corner, her influence is ever apparent. "The Greatest of All Time" might be too small a title.
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Star Wars Outlaws Review: Return of the Ennui



The vast galaxy is filled with well-worn concepts from other open-world games. Finding excitement requires descending to the game's black markets and gambling dens.




What Star Wars Outlaws has going for it is a comforting patina. But after having to trespass onto yet another identical-looking Imperial base, or fight off another wave of nameless pirates, the magic does begin to fade. 




By Yussef Cole


Aug 27, 2024


Star Wars Outlaws, an attempt by the publisher of 
Assassin's Creed
 and 
Far Cry
 to plug the famous movie franchise into the tried-and-true formula of the open-world action-adventure game, is, unsurprisingly, huge. It spans a broad galaxy broken up into several systems, each featuring its own hub worlds with distinct natural biomes and identities.



There's the familiar desert expanse of Tatooine, along with a wintry planet coated in frost and snow, one with vine-strewn jungles and one boasting broad, sweeping savannas. Out in orbit, you can navigate through cloudy nebulas and the ruins of past space battles. You can shoot at pirates or square off against squadrons of Imperial TIE fighters under cold blue starlight.



But the expansive scale comes with costs, and Star Wars Outlaws does not have the high level of polish that has come to be, fairly or not, the expectation of big-budget video games like this one from Ubisoft. Far too often I'd get tripped up on some awkwardly shaped geometry or, struggling with the controls, fling myself off a ledge I was meaning to jump onto. My blaster fire would sometimes strike harmlessly off the same invisible walls my enemy could somehow spot me through, making stealthy trespass -- a major component of the game's interaction -- a chore of hard-to-read signals.



As a result, the game strains under its own weight. It has the same jittery unpredictability 
the Elder Scrolls games
 are known for, but not the same breadth of choices in its interactivity.



What Star Wars Outlaws has going for it, of course, is a comforting patina. Buggy controls and unsatisfying mechanics are compensated for by rich nostalgic fantasy. And it's a far-reaching nostalgia, too, for the most part skipping the later films and the largely reviled prequels to set the game between "The Empire Strikes Back" and "Return of the Jedi." Figures wear period-appropriate outfits and slam Duplo-size buttons on old C.R.T. monitors. Familiar vehicles, locations and characters make their dutiful appearance.




Kay Vess, a young upstart and rogue-ish freelancer, is available to the highest criminal bidder. She teams up with the surly military droid ND-5, right.




But after having to trespass onto yet another identical-looking Imperial base, or fight off another wave of nameless pirates, the magic does begin to fade. Having to engage over and over again with cookie-cutter mechanical contrivances -- scaling a wall with telltale rock features, using X-ray vision to spot enemies with a mechanic made popular by 
Arkham Asylum
 15 years ago, looking for graffiti conveniently pointing out nearby grapple points -- wears against the novelty of getting to role-play as a planet-hopping scoundrel.



These mechanics also feel rougher and less polished in this version of Star Wars. They help the game earn its open-world moniker but hardly justify themselves, feeling like stand-ins for more interesting ideas. Any brilliance and creativity is buried deep.



Star Wars Outlaws comes alive in the claustrophobic, low-ceilinged spaces of its underground black markets, its gambling dens, its bars and cantinas. The camera pulls in tight behind the main character, Kay Vess, as she pushes her way through throngs of the threatening and cajoling scum of the galaxy.



Vess's journey takes us far from the quasi-biblical Jedi and their Force, and the righteous morality of the rebellion, which she takes pains to scoff at. Instead, much of what you're doing is a Make-a-Quick-Buck simulator, going about the illicit work of smuggling contraband and sabotaging operations.



A young upstart and rogue-ish freelancer raised on the iniquitous streets of Canto Bight, Vess is available to the highest criminal bidder. We join her as she sets out to make a big, career-defining score. She is waylaid, naturally, at every step along the way by this galaxy's big players, its high rollers and "underbosses." She must navigate through a maze of unfair and precarious systems on the way toward her planned heist, pilfering the vault of the treacherous gang boss Sliro.




Star Wars Outlaws comes alive in the claustrophobic, low-ceilinged spaces of its underground black markets, its gambling dens, its bars and cantinas.




These systems are at the heart of what Star Wars Outlaws does well. Missions tend to be structured around gig work for syndicates, all viciously vying for power and influence. Doing a job for one often means working against another by stealing from the group, hurting its profits or, more often than not, outright murdering its operatives. The resulting loss of favor means getting locked out of potential jobs and chased out of the offended syndicate's territories. At least until you can find a way to get back into its good graces.



Many missions end with a choice between two less-than-ideal options. During these decisive moments we get to fully inhabit the role of the scoundrel, the archetype made so alluring by Harrison Ford's performance as Han Solo. We pick our allegiances on a whim, selling out the Pykes to the Hutts and then switching sides a minute later. We make foolish errors but easily rebound from them. This winding path weaves a convincing narrative.



The central story line is less impressive, thanks to the rudimentary character development of Vess. Visually, she fits the part. Her shaggy, feathered bangs hang casually over a deep brow and a fixed smirk; she swaggers around with the practiced bravado of a hustler in over her head. But she is more often swept along by events than in control of them.



We know that Vess is running away, reeling from abandonment and loneliness. But the characters she teams up with, like the surly military droid ND-5 or her furry friend Nix, do not get enough narrative momentum to sell their emotional connection to her. They flit in and out of view, brought into the foreground to confirm some trite point about emotional growth or to be put in danger to help sell Vess's heroic status. We end the game not terribly far from where we started: a sympathetic but ultimately unformed hero.



Part of this is owed to the game's tendency to shower the player with distractions like card games and alien horse races, weapons upgrades and the wild goose chases required to hunt down their many bespoke parts. It's the curse that afflicts most open-world games. They are worlds as shallow as they are wide.




Star Wars Outlaws lets the player explore the familiar desert expanse of Tatooine, along with a wintry planet coated in frost and snow, one with vine-strewn jungles and one boasting broad, sweeping savannas.




How interesting can it really be to come across another Jawa, another droid, to see another speeder, no matter how meticulously detailed, to see different arrangements of spaceports and starship decks and hyperdrives and moons? To hear, over and over again, that familiar suctioning twang of a blaster firing?



You have to look past a lot of busywork before you reach the good stuff.



When Vess reads a tip on how to fix a horse race that's been secreted away in the back office of one of the syndicates, and then wins big after making the maximum bet on that rigged horse, it proves that Star Wars Outlaws can effectively model how crooked systems function. When Vess starts out on a straightforward mission for the Ashiga Clan, only for her handler to be revealed as a Crimson Dawn spy, you get a taste of the nefarious complexity of these interlocking systems.



When Vess is making deals in seedy basements or hoofing it from danger, weighed down by ill-gotten gains, the experience enthralls. I only wish Star Wars Outlaws could let what works out into the open air a bit more, focusing on what is actually compelling in its galaxy rather than the sheer scale.



Star Wars Outlaws, which releases on Friday, was reviewed on the PlayStation 5. It will also be available on the PC and the Xbox Series X|S.
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Critic's Notebook



Is This the Edinburgh Fringe, or a Wellness Convention?



Grief narratives were in vogue, and psychological maladies, too, at the annual Scottish arts showcase.




Luke Rollason and Paul Adeyefa in "Bellringers" in which two men, sheltering in a church bell tower during a storm, discuss nature, death and the apocalypse.




By Houman Barekat


Aug 27, 2024


As I made my way to Scotland for this year's Edinburgh Festival Fringe, the three-week arts showcase that finished on Monday, I felt a little apprehensive. A conspicuous number of shows were themed around psychological maladies. These included plays about grief, anxiety, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, obsessive compulsive disorder and gambling addiction. I had thought I was going to a festival, but this sounded more like a wellness convention.



Theater geared toward raising awareness can often be underwhelming, because the message gets in the way of a good time. But "
300 Paintings
," by the Australian performer Sam Kissajukian, was a pleasing exception. Kissajukian, who has bipolar disorder, quit comedy a couple of years ago, when he was in his mid-30s, to become an artist -- a frying-pan-to-fire trajectory if ever there was one. 



In this one-man show, he recounts, with the help of a slide show, a six-month manic streak during which he fast-tracked his way onto the art circuit through prolific productivity and business chutzpah: the delusional confidence of the unwell. Then he crashed, sought psychiatric help and got diagnosed. Kissajukian's monologue is a whimsical delight, and the paintings aren't bad either.




Sam Kissajukian in "300 Paintings."




Grief narratives have been much in vogue onstage since the success of "Fleabag," which was performed at the Fringe in 2013. "
So Young
," a sentimental comedy written by the Scottish playwright Douglas Maxwell, was one of several shows about bereavement at this year's festival. 



Set in Glasgow, it centers on the conflict between two grieving people: a middle-aged widower who has just found a new, much younger girlfriend; and his dead wife's best friend, who is affronted at how quickly he has moved on. The play foregrounds an often overlooked truth: that grief, though primarily personal, has an inherently social dimension.



The most interesting Fringe offerings tended to be more thematically ambiguous. A standout was "
L'Addition
," a work of absurdist theater directed by Tim Etchells and performed by Forced Entertainment, a British experimental troupe . (The title means "The Check" in French.) 



In this superb hourlong show, two performers (Bertrand Lesca and Nasi Voutsas) play a waiter and a restaurant customer. They enact a simple skit with an empty bottle: One pours a glass of wine until it overfills and spills, then apologizes and changes the tablecloth. The actors then swap roles and re-enact the scene -- over and over again.



Each time, the routine is subverted in some small, maddening way. The spiraling repetitions in action and dialogue recall Samuel Beckett, particularly his 1953 novel, 
"Watt."
 At one point the waiter freezes while pouring the wine; the customer protests, and the waiter sympathizes -- "It's going everywhere, and it's a massive problem" -- but doesn't move a muscle. The ordinary syntax of human relations is garbled, and the admixture of urgency and nonchalance produces an exquisite tension. It's very weird, and extremely funny.




In, "L'Addition," Bertrand Lesca and Nasi Voutsas perform the same absurdist scene over and over again.




There were more Beckettian echoes in "
Bellringers
," by the British playwright Daisy Hall. Set in the English countryside in the distant past, its protagonists, Clement (Luke Rollason) and Aspinall (Paul Adeyefa), are sheltering in a church bell tower while a thunderstorm rages. The torrential rain has them unnerved, and, fearing an imminent apocalypse, they converse about nature, death and religion. Deftly paced, and performed with understated aplomb, "Bellringers" could be read as a climate change fable -- "Godot" for the end times -- but it's more capacious and elliptical than mere allegory.



Alongside plays and 
musicals
, the Fringe hosts other, less conventional forms of theater. I loved the self-explanatorily titled "
Sex Lives of Puppets
,
" by the Blind Summit company. The show is structured as a series of candid, documentary-style interviews; the puppets, cartoonish yet charmingly lifelike, are skilfully animated onstage by a team of four who manipulate their bodies and do the voices. 



The synergy of the hand movements with the rhythms of speech is enchanting, and unappealing real-life mannerisms become strangely adorable when performed by the puppets, like a man who idly strokes his belly while talking about sex, or another who slaps his thigh as he guffaws at his own joke.




A moment of puppet intimacy in "The Sex Lives of Puppets."




Mark Down and Ben Keaton's taut script couples ribaldry with moments of tenderness as the puppets show glimpses of vulnerability. One interview, in which an uptight widower describes how a new lover brought him out of himself after his wife's death, drew a sympathetic "aw" from the audience. In another, an older gay man tells us he struggles to say "I love you" because of the repressive climate in which he grew up. "I learned not to say it, and now I can't say it," he says.



This is the good stuff -- and wellness be damned! Themes fall in and out of fashion, but the ingredients of compelling theater don't change all that much: technique, strong writing and a bit of heart and soul.
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Another New Leader for Indianapolis Museum Roiled by Racism Outcry



Le Monte Booker will be the institution's third leader in four years. The previous president and chief executive left last year after just over a year on the job.




Le Monte G. Booker Sr., the next leader of Newfields, said he looked forward to working with the board and staff on the mission "of enriching lives through exceptional experiences with art and nature."




By Sarah Bahr


Aug 26, 2024


The Indianapolis Museum of Art is getting its third leader in four years as it continues to deal with the 
fallout from a racially insensitive job posting
 that led to its longtime leader's departure in 2021. 



Newfields, whose campus includes the museum, announced on Monday that Le Monte G. Booker Sr., the chief financial officer of Chicago's Field Museum, would serve as its next president and chief executive. Booker replaces Colette Pierce Burnette, the first Black woman in the role, who 
departed last November for unclear reasons
 after just over a year on the job.



In a statement, Booker called Newfields "an outstanding example of a cornerstone cultural institution," adding that he looked forward to working with the board and staff "to continue to meet the mission of enriching lives through exceptional experiences with art and nature."



Neither the museum nor Burnette -- who replaced the museum's previous leader, Charles L. Venable, who resigned in 2021 after the controversy over the job posting -- have provided a reason for her departure.



The months after Burnette's exit were followed by public protests outside the museum, as dozens of people questioned Newfields's commitment to the diversity and inclusion promises it had made after the job posting and demanded her reinstatement. Five members of the institution's board of trustees and four members of the volunteer-based board of governors, which is focused on community advocacy and has no official decision-making authority, resigned.



Michael Kubacki, the chairman of the local Lake City Bank and a former board member, had been serving as the interim president and chief executive of Newfields. Kubacki and Venable are both white.



Booker takes the reins at the museum, Indiana's largest and most influential art institution, at a time of rebuilding and outreach to Black artists begun by Burnette, who was hired as part of Newfields's response to the furor.



It also 
recently appointed a new director
, Belinda Tate, a Black woman who was previously the executive director of the Kalamazoo Institute of Arts in Michigan. The museum had taken steps like establishing 
a $20 million fund
 to buy art from marginalized groups, increasing its board's diversity and holding antiracism training.



Newfields, located near both wealthy, largely white neighborhoods and poorer ones with a larger proportion of Black residents, apologized in 2021 when its online job posting for a museum director said it was seeking a candidate who would diversify the institution while maintaining its 
"traditional, core, white art audience
."



Booker, who Newfields said was chosen from more than 200 applicants, earned a master's degree in business administration from the Keller Graduate School of Management of DeVry University in Lisle, Ill., as well as a bachelor's degree in accounting and business management from DePaul University in Chicago, according to his LinkedIn profile.



As the chief financial officer at the Field Museum, a role he has held for the last nine years, Booker oversaw facilities planning and operations, grants administration and institutional construction projects, according to Newfields. Booker previously was the chief financial officer at several nonprofit organizations, including Easter Seals and the American Academy of Pediatrics.



Darrianne Christian, the chairwoman of the Newfields board of trustees, said in a statement on Monday that Booker "possesses the right mind-set, temperament, aptitude and leadership skills needed for this role."



"Mr. Booker stood out not only for meeting all of our initial search criteria, but also for bringing fresh perspectives we hadn't previously considered to the process," she added. "His extensive museum experience gives him a comprehensive understanding of how institutions like Newfields need to operate to thrive."



Booker will start at Newfields in late October.
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Man Charged With Tupac Shakur's Murder Loses Bid for Release



A judge declined to release Duane Keith Davis, whose trial is scheduled for March, after a dispute over the source of the bail funds.




A lawyer for Duane Keith Davis, known as Keffe D, has said that his admissions of responsibility in a memoir and videotaped interviews were "for entertainment purposes."




By Julia Jacobs


Aug 27, 2024


A judge in Nevada declined on Tuesday to release a man who was 
charged with the murder of the rapper Tupac Shakur
 after expressing concern that the money provided to bail him out from jail could be connected to a possible deal to tell his story in a TV series.



The man, Duane Keith Davis, known as Keffe D, has said for years that he was 
a critical player in the gang-orchestrated shooting of the rapper
, drawing scrutiny from prosecutors nearly three decades after the killing. A grand jury indicted Mr. Davis on one count of murder with use of a deadly weapon last year.



Mr. Davis 
has pleaded not guilty
, and his lawyer has said that those admissions of responsibility -- which he made in a memoir and in videotaped interviews -- were "for entertainment purposes" under the belief that he had been granted immunity from prosecution.



Judge Carli Kierny of the Eighth Judicial District Court in Nevada declined to release Mr. Davis after a dispute over the source of the funds that would have been used for bail.



Prosecutors had opposed his release, pointing to an interview on YouTube in which the man who posted the bail bond premium of about $112,000 said he would help out only if Mr. Davis agreed to do a TV series with him.



"This is him getting paid from his retelling of his criminal past," Binu Palal, one of the prosecutors overseeing the case, said at a court hearing in June.



The man who posted the bond premium, a rap manager named Cash Jones, denied that there were real plans for a series featuring Mr. Davis, saying in court that it was just "a thought" that he had shared with the 
YouTube interviewer DJ Vlad
 for entertainment.



"At the end of the day it's astounding to me that a blog could be admitted in court when it's just that, it's just entertainment," Mr. Jones, who is known by the nickname Wack100, said at the hearing. He said he had put up the money as a gift to help his friend.



Judge Kierny had asked for proof that the bail money was legitimate, but she was not persuaded.



Mr. Davis's lawyer, Carl Arnold, has pushed for his release, citing the defendant's cancer history and his need to maintain proper medical care and a healthy diet. He has questioned why Mr. Davis needed to be incarcerated for 
a shooting that occurred in 1996
.



"If Duane is so dangerous, and the evidence so overwhelming," Mr. Arnold wrote in court papers, "why did it wait 15 years to arrest Duane for the murder of Tupac Shakur?"



In 2008, Mr. Davis gave his account of Mr. Shakur's murder to law enforcement officials in what he has described as a proffer agreement, in which officials promised not to prosecute him based on what he told them. (Prosecutors have said they have been unable to locate such an agreement.)



Prosecutors have accused Mr. Davis of directing Mr. Shakur's killing after a gang feud boiled over at a Mike Tyson-Bruce Seldon prizefight in Las Vegas on Sept. 7, 1996.



After Mr. Shakur and his associates beat up a rival at the MGM Grand, prosecutors said in court papers, Mr. Davis acquired a gun "for the purpose of hunting down" the rapper and the leader of Mr. Shakur's record label, Suge Knight. In court papers, prosecutors have frequently cited Mr. Davis's memoir, "Compton Street Legend," in which he said the beating at the hotel "gave us the ultimate green light to do something" to Mr. Shakur and his associates.



Mr. Davis's trial, which the judge rescheduled for March, is likely to hinge in part on whether jurors consider his memoir and recorded interviews as legitimate admissions of guilt. His lawyer has contended that they are not, writing in court papers that "it is obvious that parts of the book are fiction and dramatized to make the book more marketable."
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The Projectionist



Venice Film Festival 2024: What to Watch For



"Joker: Folie a Deux," with Joaquin Phoenix, and Pedro Almodovar's first English-language feature are on tap. Here are the questions we hope to answer.




Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix in "Joker: Folie a Deux." Will he appear at the fest's news conference for the film?




By Kyle Buchanan


Aug 28, 2024


The 
81st edition of the Venice Film Festival
 kicks off Wednesday with the premiere of Tim Burton's sequel "
Beetlejuice Beetlejuice
," and starry fare will follow, like the sexually provocative Nicole Kidman film "Babygirl" and the George Clooney-Brad Pitt team-up "Wolfs."



Here are four big questions we expect to be answered at the festival, which has long been considered the 
unofficial kickoff of Oscar season
.



Will Joaquin Phoenix face the music?



A Venice debut for "Joker: Folie a Deux" has been presumed ever since the first "Joker" won the festival's prestigious Golden Lion award five years ago. Can the sequel match that film's success, which made more than a billion dollars at the box office and landed a best-actor Oscar for Joaquin Phoenix? The new film adds song-and-dance sequences and a potent co-star in Lady Gaga, so it's clear that some big swings have been taken.



But the "Joker: Folie a Deux" news conference at Venice may be even more keenly awaited than the movie itself now that Phoenix has made headlines for 
dropping out of a Todd Haynes film
 just as it was about to start shooting. With the actor potentially facing legal action, will he be willing to take questions about the controversy from reporters? Or will he skip the conference altogether and call to mind 
Florence Pugh
, who famously ditched her Venice press duties for "Don't Worry Darling" two years ago amid a rumored feud with her director, Olivia Wilde?



Can 'Queer' and 'Maria' make a mark?



Two of Venice's most anticipated titles are still looking for buyers: Luca Guadagnino's "Queer," an adaptation of the William S. Burroughs novel starring Daniel Craig, and Pablo Larrain's "Maria," featuring Angelina Jolie as the opera singer Maria Callas.



After the writers' and actors' strikes left many studios' year-end slates looking awfully barren, you might have expected a bidding frenzy for two prestige films with major stars, but potential distributors that have screened the movies are taking a wait-and-see approach. Splashy premieres at Venice and almost-certain Oscar buzz could help make the sale.



How will Almodovar play in English?



Ever since Pedro Almodovar came to prominence in the 1980s, Hollywood has tried to poach the Spanish auteur for an English-language movie, hoping to entice him with projects like "Brokeback Mountain" and "The Paperboy." Still, Almodovar proved hard to woo, worrying whether he'd still have the same command with actors while working in an unfamiliar tongue. With a filmmaking vision so vivid, who'd want it watered down?



The director recently decided to test his mettle with two short films made in English, the 
Pedro Pascal-Ethan Hawke western "Strange Way of Life"
 and "The Human Voice," which starred Tilda Swinton. Those efforts went well enough that at 74, Almodovar has finally directed his first English-language feature, "The Room Next Door," which premieres in Venice on Monday and stars Swinton and Julianne Moore as a pair of deeply intertwined New Yorkers.



What will this awards season look like?



The last two awards seasons were dominated by "Oppenheimer" and "Everything Everywhere All at Once," juggernaut best-picture winners that swept practically every major prize along the way. So far, this year has not produced a movie in their mold, and insiders who've seen many coming fall films don't expect any particular one to run the table.



In other words, this season is still very much up for grabs, and the movies about to debut at Venice have plenty of room to make a splash. Over the next few weeks, two more major festivals in Telluride, Colo., and Toronto will begin, debuting anticipated films like the papal thriller "Conclave," the August Wilson drama "The Piano Lesson" and "Nightbitch," starring Amy Adams. Will this season seem any more settled after the three festivals, when all but a handful of late arrivals will have screened? Stay tuned.
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What's Vexing Donald Trump Now? Kamala Harris's Looks.



From the vice president's looks to the "angel" judge at his trial, the former president can't help commenting on the appearance of others -- especially in relation to himself.



By Jesse McKinley


Aug 22, 2024


Of all the issues that seemingly preoccupy the mind of Donald J. Trump -- his perceived persecutions, the evil of his enemies, the size of the rallies -- there is one that may be the most consistent: other people's looks.



The former president's obsession with personal appearance dates back decades, but has flared anew with the candidacy of Kamala Harris, a Democrat whose looks he has repeatedly mentioned this month, comparing his opponent's appearance 
on the cover of Time magazine
 to that of "the most beautiful actress ever to live."



Mr. Trump also compared her face on the Time cover 
to Sophia Loren
, 
his wife Melania
, and then, finally, in a jaw-dropper for a man known for such jaw-droppers, asserting that he was "much better looking than her."



"Much better," Mr. Trump, 78. "
I'm a better-looking person than Kamala
."



Following this logic, that also makes him better looking than his former-model wife, in his estimation. And while such a statement was met with astonishment and amusement from his Democratic opponents, Mr. Trump's fixation on other people's looks has been used as both a devastating political tool and -- specialists in male psychology say -- a means of bolstering his own sense of self.



"I don't think there's ever been a president who was more obsessed with other people's appearance," said Michael Kimmel, the author of "Manhood in America." 
"
This is a man for whom appearances are everything, from his fake tan to his haircut to lying about his weight. He's obsessed with physicality."



Others have remarked on Ms. Harris's appearance. At the Democratic National Convention this week, Bill Clinton described Ms. Harris as having a "thousand watt smile." And even back in 2013, 
Barack Obama
 made news when he said she was "by far the best looking attorney general in the country."



But Mr. Trump's comments are seemingly habitual. Indeed, many of Mr. Trump's well-honed campaign insults involve people's personal appearances, a way of projecting dominance over other people, Mr. Kimmel and other mental health professionals say, by displaying strength over your opponents.



The examples litter Mr. Trump's electoral career: "Little Marco," for example, a nickname he used in 2016 for cutting down Senator Marco Rubio of Florida, who is about 5-foot-8, or casually suggesting that the former governor of New Jersey, 
Chris Christie, was a "fat pig."




Mr. Trump often chooses to highlight an aspect of an opponent that he feels is unflattering. With Senator Marco Rubio, Mr. Trump focused on his height.




With women, the talk has often been even more offensive, such as when Mr. Trump denied having attacked the writer E. Jean Carroll, saying she was 
"not my type."
 (Manhattan juries nevertheless found 
Mr. Trump had sexually abused
 and defamed Ms. Carroll, 
holding him liable
 for a combined total of nearly $90 million.)



While Mr. Trump's insults are plentiful, there is also a strange corollary: Mr. Trump often peppers his public comments with praise, sometimes going out of his way, for example, to compliment men's looks.



Take 
his triumphant post-debate rally
 in late June in Chesapeake, Va., where Mr. Trump called the son of Virginia's governor, Glenn Youngkin, "much better looking" than his father, told a former congressman he "looked good," and gushed that Derrick Anderson, a Republican congressional candidate, was "like a movie star."



More recently, Mr. Trump has also opined that one of the best traits of his running mate -- Senator JD Vance of Ohio -- 
was his looks
, including his beard and simmering blue eyes. 




After choosing JD Vance as his running mate, Mr. Trump repeatedly praised the senator's looks. 




Mr. Trump's stump speech also sometimes lathers praise on other men's looks, as he reminisces about his interactions with a negotiator sent by the Mexican president during his time in the Oval Office.



"He sent me this very handsome guy: Very good, so handsome, so beautifully dressed," Mr. Trump said, during a February speech in Maryland, about the Mexican delegate, adding he wanted to ask about the price of his suit. "He was a handsome devil."



Andrew Reiner, a senior lecturer at Towson University who has written extensively on masculinity, said that "as crazy as it sounds, this is actually progress for him."



"Trump, always, in the past, would go straight for the jugular," he said. "Now he's leading with a compliment and following up with a punch."



The roster of men who have earned Mr. Trump's praise have included a wide array of celebrities, politicians and government employees, including Cary Grant and Sidney Poitier; the former prime minister of Pakistan, Imran Khan; various members of the Secret Service; and a group of American pilots he met as president, who he called "the most handsome human beings I've ever seen."



"It's not my thing, but they are handsome -- not my thing, not even a little bit -- But they are handsome: central casting," he said, at an event in February. "Better looking than Tom Cruise, but taller."



"Central casting" is something that Mr. Trump -- a former reality television star -- seems particularly interested in. He's long fancied himself as a fine arbiter of feminine beauty -- a braggadocio dating back decades to Mr. Trump's days as a rich bachelor at play in Manhattan -- regularly surrounding himself with an array of attractive, often high-heeled female aides, both in government and on "The Apprentice." One particular object of his affection is his daughter 
Ivanka, whose beauty he has repeatedly praised
.




Mr. Trump has often been associated with beauty pageants, as he believes himself to be adept at judging the appearance of others.




Avrum Weiss, a psychologist and the author of "Hidden in Plain Sight: How Men's Fears of Women Shape Their Intimate Relationships," said that Mr. Trump's flattery and fusillades may simply underlie an insecurity about himself.



"He's incredibly concerned about his own appearance," Mr. Weiss said, adding, "It's a game of king of the mountain: if other men look less attractive, then he looks more attractive."



At times, Mr. Trump's willingness to compliment his fellow men's physical traits often suggests either grudging deference or genuine respect. It's a habit that was recently on display during Mr. Trump's criminal trial, when he commented on the looks of the judge in the case, Juan M. Merchan, on several occasions, including in a post-conviction speech, in which he said the justice "looks like an angel, but he's really a devil."



"He looks so nice and soft," 
Mr. Trump added
.



To be sure, Mr. Trump sometimes uses a compliment as a setup to a put-down, such as when he had talked about Andrew Gillum, a former candidate for governor in Florida who later went to rehab for a drug addiction. On several instances, Mr. Trump has praised Mr. Gillum's looks before adding that he "turned out to be a crack addict."



It's also clear that Mr. Trump dislikes praise of other men, particularly Mr. Obama.



"They say, 'He's so handsome, oh, Obama's so handsome, he's such a great speaker,'" Mr. Trump said last year in Pennsylvania. "What does he say? He says nothing."



And as Mr. Trump's remarks about his comparative looks with Ms. Harris suggest, the former president also likes to hear nice things about himself, even if he's the one doing the complimenting. During the Manhattan criminal trial, for instance, he posted that -- appearances to the contrary -- he was not sleeping in the courtroom but 
merely resting his own "beautiful blue eyes."



Nor does the former president seem immune from simply fishing for a compliment, such as a moment in 2022, when Mr. Trump addressed a crowd in Ohio, suggesting he saw an attractive person in the crowd.



"Oh what a handsome ..." Mr. Trump began.



Then, he paused.



"President," he added, about himself.



The crowd roared.
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Paralympics Will Drop Ban on Olympic Rings Tattoos



Athletes had previously been forced -- under threat of expulsion -- to cover the symbol because of a rule against body advertising.




Rudy Garcia-Tolson, a Paralympian swimmer, got a tattoo of the Olympic rings when he was 16. In previous years, he had been forced to cover the tattoo before competitions.




By Scott Cacciola


Aug 23, 2024


For years, Paralympians with tattoos of the Olympic rings were playing a dangerous game: They had to cover the tattoos completely in competition, or face penalties from the International Paralympic Committee, which included disqualification.



But ahead of the 2024 Paralympics, which start next week in Paris, the I.P.C. has suddenly, and without obvious explanation, reversed course, dropping the rule.



"Athletes with such tattoos do not need to cover them up," Craig Spence, the chief brand and communications officer for the I.P.C., said in an email on Friday.



Mr. Spence declined to offer an explanation for the change in policy.



For Paralympians like Rudy Garcia-Tolson, however, the change is a welcome one, regardless of how the I.P.C. came to the decision.



"Paralympic athletes have enough to worry about," said Mr. Garcia-Tolson, 35, a swimmer and 
five-time Paralympic medalist
 who had resorted, in recent years, to using a Sharpie to blot out the tattoo of the Olympic rings on his upper back. "Having a logo on our bodies that signifies our journey, our experience as athletes -- it's important to so many of us."




Mr. Garcia-Tolson was once disqualified from a race because the ink covering his tattoo washed off. He successfully appealed the decision.




The 
Paralympic Games
 -- the largest global sporting event for athletes with disabilities -- will run from Aug. 28 to Sept. 8 in Paris, and will feature more than 4,000 athletes from around the world competing in 22 sports.



For decades, the Olympics and the Paralympics have seemed conjoined. Starting with the Seoul Games of 1988, the Paralympics have been held in the same host city as the Summer Olympics. The 
Paris Olympics
, under the auspices of the International Olympic Committee, ran from July 26 to Aug. 11.



But despite their close ties and associations, the I.P.C. and the I.O.C. are distinct organizations with different staff, different bylaws and -- most important -- different logos.



Contrary, perhaps, to popular belief, the Paralympics have no formal relationship with the 
Olympic rings
. Instead, the logo for the Paralympics is a swirl of red, blue and green crescents known as 
the Agitos
, which derives from the Latin definition of "I move."



And this is where Paralympians with tattoos of the Olympic rings ran into problems: The I.P.C. considered them to be a third-party advertisement for an entity (in this case, the Olympics) that was separate from its own. As such, those tattoos had to be covered up.



As an I.P.C. spokesman 
explained to NBC Sports in 2016
: "Displaying the Olympic rings confuses the public and impacts the understanding about the Paralympic brand, which is different to that of the Olympic one."



The I.P.C. and the I.O.C. both prohibit advertisements on the bodies of athletes, with some obvious exceptions: logos of apparel brands on swim caps and track singlets, for example.



But for many Paralympians, the Olympic rings are not an advertisement. Far from it, they are viewed as a symbolic representation of their hard work as athletes.



Growing up in Southern California, Mr. Garcia-Tolson dreamed of becoming an Olympian, he said. And in his mind, that dream became a reality when, in 2004, as a double amputee, he qualified for his first Paralympics and won his first gold medal in Athens.



With his mother's permission -- he was only 16 at the time, he said -- Mr. Garcia-Tolson marked the achievement by having the Olympic rings tattooed on his back, below his left shoulder.



"For me, my journey to the Paralympics is those Olympic rings," he said. "That's what it signifies -- the pursuit of being the best."



But when the I.P.C. began to crack down on imagery of the Olympic rings in 2012, Mr. Garcia-Tolson knew that it was his responsibility to cover up the tattoo for competitions. He may not have agreed with the rule, he said, but he was not about to risk being penalized.



"It was just part of our routine," he said. "Before an event, it was: 'All right, I need my cap, I need my goggles, I need my swimsuit and I need a Sharpie.'"



It was never an issue, he said, until he competed at a meet ahead of the Tokyo Paralympics in 2021 and was initially disqualified when the Sharpie ink covering his tattoo washed away during his race. Mr. Garcia-Tolson won an appeal and was reinstated.



After competing through 2022, Mr. Garcia-Tolson stepped away from competitive athletics to devote more time to his work at the 
Challenged Athletes Foundation
, which aims to provide people with physical disabilities more opportunities to be involved in sports.



He is planning a comeback for the 2028 Paralympics in Los Angeles. Should he qualify, he can leave his Sharpie at home.
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