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            Former President Donald Trump attorneys Emil Bove, left, and Todd Blanche leave the U.S. Federal Courthouse, after a hearing, Thursday, Sep. 5, 2024, in Washington. A judge is hearing arguments about potential next steps in the federal election subversion prosecution of Donald Trump in the first hearing since the Supreme Court narrowed the case by ruling that former presidents are entitled to broad immunity from criminal charges. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            FILE - This exhibit from video released by the House Select Committee, shows President Donald Trump recording a video statement on the afternoon of Jan. 6, 2021, from the Rose Garden, displayed at a hearing by the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. (House Select Committee via AP, File)
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            Former President Donald Trump attorneys Emil Bove, left, and Todd Blanche leave the U.S. Federal Courthouse, after a hearing, Thursday, Sep. 5, 2024, in Washington. A judge is hearing arguments about potential next steps in the federal election subversion prosecution of Donald Trump in the first hearing since the Supreme Court narrowed the case by ruling that former presidents are entitled to broad immunity from criminal charges. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Former President Donald Trump attorneys Emil Bove, left, and Todd Blanche leave the U.S. Federal Courthouse, after a hearing, Thursday, Sep. 5, 2024, in Washington. A judge is hearing arguments about potential next steps in the federal election subversion prosecution of Donald Trump in the first hearing since the Supreme Court narrowed the case by ruling that former presidents are entitled to broad immunity from criminal charges. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Former President Donald Trump attorneys Emil Bove, left, and Todd Blanche leave the U.S. Federal Courthouse, after a hearing, Thursday, Sep. 5, 2024, in Washington. A judge is hearing arguments about potential next steps in the federal election subversion prosecution of Donald Trump in the first hearing since the Supreme Court narrowed the case by ruling that former presidents are entitled to broad immunity from criminal charges. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Former President Donald Trump attorneys Emil Bove, left, and Todd Blanche, right, leave the U.S. Federal Courthouse, after a hearing, Thursday, Sep. 5, 2024, in Washington. A judge is hearing arguments about potential next steps in the federal election subversion prosecution of Donald Trump in the first hearing since the Supreme Court narrowed the case by ruling that former presidents are entitled to broad immunity from criminal charges. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            FILE - This exhibit from video released by the House Select Committee, shows President Donald Trump recording a video statement on the afternoon of Jan. 6, 2021, from the Rose Garden, displayed at a hearing by the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. (House Select Committee via AP, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In the first court hearing in nearly a year, a lawyer for Donald Trump clashed on Thursday with the judge in the federal election interference prosecution of the former president after suggesting the government was rushing forward with an "illegitimate" indictment at the height of the White House campaign.
Prosecutors and defense lawyers are bitterly at odds over the next steps in the case after the Supreme Court narrowed the scope of the prosecution by ruling that former presidents are entitled to broad immunity from criminal charges. The dueling proposals and testy courtroom exchanges reflected the extent to which the justices' July opinion had upended the path of the case that charges Trump with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 election in the run-up to the Capitol riot on Jan. 6, 2021.
"We may be dealing with an illegitimate indictment from the get-go," Trump attorney John Lauro said. He added: "We want an orderly process that does justice to the Supreme Court opinion."

    


Special counsel Jack Smith's team filed a revised indictment last week to strip out certain allegations against Trump for which the Supreme Court said Trump, the Republican nominee for president, enjoyed immunity. Defense lawyers, however, believe that that indictment did not fully comply with the justices' ruling.




Lauro told U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan that the Supreme Court's opinion required the outright dismissal of the case, a position the judge made clear she did not accept. He complained that prosecutors were showing a "rush to judgment" with their plans to soon file court papers explaining why the remaining allegations should remain intact. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Chutkan was unmoved on that point as well.
"This case has been pending for over a year," Chutkan said, referencing the fact that the matter has been frozen since last December while Trump pursued his immunity appeal. "We're hardly sprinting to the finish here." She said it was clear that whatever her ruling, it would be subject to a further appeal.

    


She also bristled at Lauro's reference to the November election, such as when he said: "This process is inherently unfair, particularly during this sensitive time."
"I understand that there is an election," the judge replied. "I've said before ... that the electoral process and the timing of the election ... is not relevant here. The court is not concerned with the electoral schedule."
Lauro told Chutkan that the case concerned momentous issues. "We are talking about the presidency of the United States," he said. Chutkan shot back: "I'm not talking about the presidency of the United States. I'm talking about a four count indictment."
She told Lauro that it appeared the defense was trying to delay the case because of the election. "That's not going to be a factor I consider at all," Chutkan said.
Pushing back on the defense's claims that the special counsel wants to move too quickly, a member of Smith's prosecution team noted that Trump's lawyers filed a lengthy brief seeking to overturn his New York hush money conviction and dismiss the case less than two weeks after the Supreme Court's ruling in July.

    


"The defense can move comprehensively, quickly and well. So can we," Thomas Windom said.
The tense exchanges between Lauro and Chutkan defined the early hearings in the case. But there was a lighter start of Thursday's session.
At the opening, Chutkan noted that it has been almost a year since she saw the lawyers in her courtroom. Lauro joked to the judge that "life was almost meaningless without seeing you."
"Enjoy it while it lasts," Chutkan said.
The hearing ended without the judge issuing an order about future dates in the case.
Trump was not in the courtoom and gave an economic speech in New York. A not guilty plea was entered on his behalf for the revised indictment.
Defense lawyers said they intend to file multiple motions to dismiss the case, including one that piggybacks off a Florida judge's ruling that said Smith's appointment was unconstitutional.

    


Neither side envisions a trial happening before Election Day, especially given the amount of work ahead. Chutkan is tasked with determining which of the acts alleged in the indictment can remain part of the case in light of the Supreme Court opinion.
The justices in July ruled that former presidents enjoy absolute immunity for the exercise of their core constitutional duties and are presumptively immune from prosecution for all other official acts.
Smith's team responded to the ruling with a revised indictment last week that removed references to Trump's efforts to use the law enforcement powers of the Justice Department to remain in power, an area of conduct for which the Supreme Court said Trump is immune.
The case is one of two federal prosecutions against Trump. The other, charging him with illegally hoarding classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Florida, was dismissed in July by U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon. She said Smith's appointment as special counsel was unlawful. 
Smith's team has appealed that ruling. Trump's lawyers say they intend to ask Chutkan to dismiss the election case on the same grounds.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/trump-justice-department-jan-6-jack-smith-f29a81ddd995b15afe95fcc00e928465
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            Jury selection is beginning in Hunter Biden's federal tax trial in Los Angeles. He is accused in a scheme to avoid paying at least $1.4 million in taxes while pulling in millions from foreign business entities.
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            Hunter Biden, center, and his wife Melissa Cohen Biden, arrive in federal court for jury selection for his trial on felony tax charges Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Hunter Biden arrives in federal court under police and secret service protection for jury selection for his trial on felony tax charges Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Hunter Biden plans to change his not guilty plea in his federal tax case, his defense attorney said Thursday just as jury selection was set to begin for the trial.

Defense attorney Abbe Lowell told the judge about Hunter Biden's plans to change his previous plea, just months after the president's son was convicted of gun charges in a separate case, but did not provide further details.

Mark Geragos, another Hunter Biden lawyer, said in a text message that the president's son intends to enter what's referred to as an Alford plea, an unusual plea under which a defendant does not admit guilt but acknowledges prosecutors have enough evidence to gain a conviction.

"There is overwhelming evidence of the defendant's guilt," Lowell told the judge. "This can be resolved today. It's not a complicated issue."

    



Hunter Biden is facing misdemeanor and felony charges over what prosecutors say was a four-year scheme to avoid paying at least $1.4 million in taxes while pulling in millions of dollars from foreign business entities. He is already confronting potential prison time after a Delaware jury convicted him in June of lying on a 2018 federal form to purchase a gun that he possessed for 11 days.





The defense's announcement appeared to take the prosecution and the judge by surprise. U.S. District Judge Mark Scarsi quickly ordered a break so the two sides could talk about the next steps. More than 100 potential jurors had been brought to the courthouse Thursday to begin the process of jury selection, with opening statements expected in the case Monday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


A last-minute plea would allow Hunter Biden to avoid a trial that was expected to put a spotlight on his foreign business dealings, which Republicans have spent years scrutinizing to accuse his father -- without evidence -- of corruption in connection with his son's work overseas.

    



The potential political ramifications of the trial just weeks before the presidential election may have faded somewhat since President Biden's July decision to drop out of the 2024 race. But the president is deeply concerned with the well-being of his son, so the trial is likely to weigh heavily on him in the final months of his five-decade political career. 

Hunter Biden walked into the courtroom holding hands with his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, and flanked by Secret Service agents. Initially, he pleaded not guilty to the charges related to his 2016 through 2019 taxes and his attorneys have indicated they will argue he didn't act "willfully," or with the intention to break the law, in part because of his well-documented struggles with alcohol and drug addiction.

Hunter Biden had agreed to plead guilty to misdemeanor tax offenses last year in a deal with the Justice Department that would allow him to avoid prosecution in the gun case if he stayed out of trouble. But the agreement imploded after a judge questioned unusual aspects of it, and he was subsequently indicted in the two cases. 

His decision to change his plea Thursday came after the judge issued some unfavorable pre-trial rulings for the defense, including rejecting a proposed defense expert lined up to testify about addiction.

Scarsi, who was appointed to the bench by former President Donald Trump, also placed some restrictions on what jurors would be allowed to hear about the traumatic events that Hunter Biden's family, friends and attorneys say led to his drug addiction. 

    



The judge barred attorneys from connecting his substance abuse struggles to the 2015 death of his brother Beau Biden from cancer or the car accident that killed his mother and sister when he was a toddler. 

The indictment alleged that Hunter Biden lived lavishly while flouting the tax law, spending his cash on things like strippers and luxury hotels -- "in short, everything but his taxes." 

Hunter Biden's attorneys had asked Scarsi to also limit prosecutors from highlighting details of his expenses that they say amount to a "character assassination," including payments made to strippers or pornographic websites. The judge has said in court papers that he will maintain "strict control" over the presentation of potentially salacious evidence. 

Prosecutors had said they want to introduce evidence about Hunter Biden's overseas dealings, which have been at the center of Republican investigations into the Biden family often seeking -- without evidence-- to tie the president to an alleged influence peddling scheme. 

The special counsel's team had planned to have a business associate of Hunter Biden's testify about their work for a Romanian businessman, who prosecutors say sought to "influence U.S. government policy" while Joe Biden was vice president. 

Sentencing in Hunter Biden's Delaware conviction is set for Nov. 13. He could face up to 25 years in prison, but as a first-time offender, he is likely to get far less time or avoid prison entirely. 

___

Lauer reported from Philadelphia. 
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump participates in a town hall with FOX News host Sean Hannity at the New Holland Arena, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign stop at the Throwback Brewery, in North Hampton, N.H., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump will go before a group of executives and industry leaders on Thursday to make his case that he can bring down prices for Americans by lifting regulations and boosting production of fossil fuels in a potential second term. 
The GOP presidential nominee is speaking to the Economic Club of New York a day after appearing in a town hall on Fox News, where he argued that his opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, would drive large companies away from the U.S. if she wins the election.
Trump has floated the idea of chopping the 21% corporate tax rate to 15%, a proposal liked by companies, in addition to no taxes on tips and Social Security income. The corporate rate had been 35% when he became president in 2017, and he later signed a bill lowering it. 
Trump and Harris, the Democratic nominee, want to take the rate in opposite directions while arguing that each is better than the other for American business. It's one of the many ways the two major-party nominees have laid out sharply different views on the economy, a critical issue in this year's election.

    


Trump had a slight advantage over Harris on which candidate would better handle the economy, according to an AP-NORC poll conducted in August. Some 45% of adults said Trump would do a better job, and 38% said Harris.




Harris calls for raising the corporate tax rate to 28% from 21%. Her policy proposals this week have been geared toward promoting more entrepreneurship, a bet that making it easier to start new companies will increase middle class prosperity.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Economists have warned about Trump's plans to impose tariffs that he says would return manufacturing jobs to the U.S. Some have said such taxes on imports could worsen inflation, though he is vowing to cut down costs. Inflation peaked in 2022 at 9.1% but has since eased to 2.9% as of last month.

    


President Joe Biden's administration preserved the tariffs on China introduced under the Trump administration and banned exports of advanced computer chips to China.
Harris favors a top capital gains rate of 28%, whereas Biden has wanted to nearly double the existing rate to 39.6% on investors making more than $1 million. Both also want to increase a separate tax rate on investment income.
In New Hampshire on Wednesday, Harris called for expanding tax deductions tied to the expenses of starting a business and set a goal of 25 million applications to form new companies over the next four years.
___
Gomez Licon reported from Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and Boak reported from Washington. Associated Press writer Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux in Washington contributed to this report.
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            Authorities in Georgia say a 14-year-old has been charged as an adult in Wednesday's shooting at a high school outside of Atlanta. Two students and two teachers were killed.
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            Hundreds gathered in downtown Winder for an ecumenical prayer vigilafter a 14-year-old student opened fire at a Georgia high school and killed four people on Wednesday, authorities said. (AP video by Erik Verduzco)
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            The victims killed by a 14-year-old student who opened fire at a Georgia high school were identified in a nighttime press briefing. The victims were two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School in Winder, law enforcement said.
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            Authorities say a 14-year-old student opened fire at a Georgia high school and killed four people. The dead have been identified as two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School in Winder. (AP video by Sharon Johnson)
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            Linda Carter, of Grayson, Ga., kneels near Apalachee High School to place flowers as she mourners for the slain students and teachers on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            People gather at the flagpole outside the entrance to Apalachee High School on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024 in Winder, Ga., a day after deadly shootings at the school. (AP Photo/Sharon Johnson)
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            Chimain Douglas, of Grayson, Ga., kneels near Apalachee High School as she mourners for the slain students and teachers on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Chimain Douglas, of Grayson, Ga., cries near Apalachee High School as she mourners for the slain students and teachers on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Brandy Rickaba and her daughter Emilie pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Chimain Douglas, of Grayson, Ga., cries near Apalachee High School as she mourners for the slain students and teachers on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Mourners listen to a speaker during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            13 of 22 | 
            Parents walk their child out of Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mark Gorman holds a candle during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners hold candles during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 22 | 
            Students and parents walk off campus at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 22 | 
            A medical helicopter is seen in front of Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            People leave Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            20 of 22 | 
            Ninth grader Jacob Fokuo describes the shooting at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. A shooting at the Georgia high school Wednesday caused an unknown number of injuries and a suspect was arrested in a chaotic scene. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                    Authorities in Georgia say a 14-year-old has been charged as an adult in Wednesday's shooting at a high school outside of Atlanta. Two students and two teachers were killed.
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                                    Hundreds gathered in downtown Winder for an ecumenical prayer vigilafter a 14-year-old student opened fire at a Georgia high school and killed four people on Wednesday, authorities said. (AP video by Erik Verduzco)
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                                    The victims killed by a 14-year-old student who opened fire at a Georgia high school were identified in a nighttime press briefing. The victims were two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School in Winder, law enforcement said.
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                                    Authorities say a 14-year-old student opened fire at a Georgia high school and killed four people. The dead have been identified as two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School in Winder. (AP video by Sharon Johnson)
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            Linda Carter, of Grayson, Ga., kneels near Apalachee High School to place flowers as she mourners for the slain students and teachers on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 22

                                    
                                    Linda Carter, of Grayson, Ga., kneels near Apalachee High School to place flowers as she mourners for the slain students and teachers on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 22 | 
            People gather at the flagpole outside the entrance to Apalachee High School on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024 in Winder, Ga., a day after deadly shootings at the school. (AP Photo/Sharon Johnson)
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            Chimain Douglas, of Grayson, Ga., kneels near Apalachee High School as she mourners for the slain students and teachers on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Chimain Douglas, of Grayson, Ga., cries near Apalachee High School as she mourners for the slain students and teachers on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Brandy Rickaba and her daughter Emilie pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 22

                                    
                                    Brandy Rickaba and her daughter Emilie pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 22 | 
            Chimain Douglas, of Grayson, Ga., cries near Apalachee High School as she mourners for the slain students and teachers on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            Mourners listen to a speaker during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Parents walk their child out of Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 22

                                    
                                    Parents walk their child out of Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 22 | 
            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mark Gorman holds a candle during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners hold candles during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Students and parents walk off campus at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            A medical helicopter is seen in front of Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            People leave Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Ninth grader Jacob Fokuo describes the shooting at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. A shooting at the Georgia high school Wednesday caused an unknown number of injuries and a suspect was arrested in a chaotic scene. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                        WINDER, Ga. (AP) -- The teen charged with opening fire at a Georgia high school denied making prior threats when police interviewed him last year as they looked into online posts threatening a school shooting. Investigators ultimately did not have enough evidence for an arrest, according to an report obtained Thursday.
The 14-year-old suspect has been charged as an adult in the shooting Wednesday outside Atlanta that killed four people and wounded nine. He is accused of using an assault-style rifle to kill two students and two teachers in the hallway outside his algebra classroom.
The same teenager was interviewed in May 2023 by a sheriff's investigator from nearby Jackson County who received a tip from the FBI that the boy, then 13, "had possibly threatened to shoot up a middle school tomorrow."
The tip came to the FBI from people in Australia and California who were concerned about comments made by a chat group user on the social media platform Discord, according to a Jackson County sheriff's report obtained by The Associated Press.

    


The teen was asked about the threat, and told a sheriff's investigator that "he would never say such a thing, even in a joking manner," the report said.




The investigator urged the boy's father to keep his firearms locked away and told him to keep his son out of school "until this matter could be resolved," the report said. The boy's last day before the summer break was a few days before that conversation. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The attack Thursday was the latest among dozens of school shootings across the U.S. in recent years, including especially deadly ones in Newtown, Connecticut; Parkland, Florida; and Uvalde, Texas. The classroom killings have set off fervent debates about gun control and frayed the nerves of parents whose children are growing up accustomed to active-shooter drills. But there has been little change to national gun laws.

    


Classes were canceled Thursday at Apalachee High School, though some people came to pay respects by leaving flowers around the flagpole and kneeling in the grass with heads bowed. Among them was Linda Carter, who lives nearby. Though she has no children attending the school, Carter said the rampage left her angry and hurting.
"I'm upset, I'm crying constantly," Carter said. "These kids shouldn't have lost their lives. These parents, these adults, these teachers should not have lost their lives yesterday."
When the suspect slipped out of class Wednesday, Lyela Sayarath figured her quiet classmate who recently transferred was skipping school again. But he returned later and wanted back into the room. Some students went to open the locked door but instead backed away.
"I'm guessing they saw something, but for some reason, they didn't open the door," Sayarath said.
The teen then turned the gun on people in a hallway, authorities said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

He has been charged in the deaths of students Mason Schermerhorn and Christian Angulo, both 14, and teachers Richard Aspinwall, 39, and Christina Irimie, 53, according to Georgia Bureau of Investigation Director Chris Hosey.

    


The teen was to be taken Thursday to a regional youth detention facility.
When the teen was not allowed back into his classroom, Sayarath said she heard a barrage of gunshots.
"It was about 10 or 15 of them at once, back to back," she said.
The math students fell to the floor and crawled around, looking for a safe corner to hide.
Two school resource officers encountered the shooter within minutes of a report that shots had been fired, Hosey said. The teen immediately surrendered and was taken into custody.
At least nine other people -- eight students and one teacher at the school in Winder -- were taken to hospitals. All were expected to survive, Barrow County Sheriff Jud Smith said. Authorities were still looking into how the teen obtained the gun and got it into the school with about 1,900 students in a rapidly developing area on the edge of metro Atlanta's ever-expanding sprawl.
"All the students that had to watch their teachers and their fellow classmates die, the ones that had to walk out of the school limping, that looked traumatized," Sayarath said.

    


Kassidy Reed joined a steady stream of classmates seeking counseling Thursday at the school system offices. The 17-year-old senior said she struggled to sleep Wednesday night in the aftermath of the shootings.
"The first thing you wake up and think about is like, somebody lost the coach, somebody lost their dad, somebody lost their best friend," Reed said.
Reed was taking a test Wednesday morning with a few others in a hallway when she heard gunshots just around a corner. A teacher across the hall opened a door so they could scramble inside a chemistry lab. Reed ducked under a table next to a classmate, whose cross necklace they both gripped as they prayed.
They were close enough to hear police order someone onto the ground, followed by what sounded a person being handcuffed. When officers escorted the lab students to safety, Reed said, she saw blood in the hallway and what looked like a disassembled firearm lying next to a body.

    


It was the 30th mass killing in the U.S. so far this year, according to a database maintained by The Associated Press and USA Today in partnership with Northeastern University. At least 127 people have died in those killings, which are defined as events in which four or more people die within a 24-hour period, not including the killer -- the same definition used by the FBI.
The teen had been interviewed after the FBI received anonymous tips in May 2023 about online threats to commit an unspecified school shooting, the agency said in a statement.
The FBI narrowed the threats down and referred to the case to the sheriff's department in Jackson County, which is adjacent to Barrow County.
The sheriff's office interviewed the then-13-year-old and his father, who said there were hunting guns in the house but the teen did not have unsupervised access to them. The teen also denied making any online threats.
The sheriff's office alerted local schools for continued monitoring of the teen, but there was no probable cause for arrest or additional action, the FBI said.
Hosey said the state Division of Family and Children's Services also had previous contact with the teen and will investigate whether that has any connection with the shooting. Local news outlets reported that the teen's family home in Bethlehem, Georgia, was searched Wednesday.
On Wednesday evening, hundreds gathered at a park in downtown Winder for a candlelight vigil.
Christopher Vasquez, 15, said he attended to feel grounded and in a safe place. He was in band practice when the lockdown order was issued and hid with other students in a closet.
"Once we heard banging at the door and the SWAT (team) came to take us out, that's when I knew that it was serious," he said. "I just started shaking and crying."
He finally settled down once outside the school. "I just was praying that everyone I love was safe," he said.
___
Associated Press journalists Sharon Johnson, Mike Stewart and Erik Verduzco in Winder; Beatrice Dupuy in New York; Russ Bynum in Savannah, Georgia; Charlotte Kramon, Kate Brumback and Jeff Martin in Atlanta; and Mark Thiessen in Anchorage, Alaska, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/georgia-high-school-shooting-c3c97267a4dfff64a59e1605e515c2f9
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Laid off by the music streaming service Spotify last year, Joovay Arias figured he'd land another job as a software engineer fairly soon. His previous job search, in 2019, had been a breeze.
"Back then," he said, "I had tons of recruiters reaching out to me -- to the point where I had to turn them down." 
Arias did find another job recently, but only after an unexpected ordeal.
"I thought it was going to be something like three months,'' said Arias, 39. "It turned into a year and three months.''
As Arias and other jobseekers can attest, the American labor market, red-hot for the past few years, has cooled. The job market is now in an unusual place: Jobholders are mostly secure, with layoffs low, historically speaking. Yet the pace of hiring has slowed, and landing a job has become harder. On Friday, the government will report on whether hiring slowed sharply again in August after a much-weaker-than-expected July job gain.

    


"If you have a job and you're happy with that job and you want to hold onto that job, things are pretty good right now," said Nick Bunker, economic research director for North America at the Indeed Hiring Lab. "But if you're out of work or you have a job and you want to switch to a new one, things aren't as rosy as they were a couple of years ago.''




Since peaking in March 2022 as the economy accelerated out of the pandemic recession, the number of listed job openings has dropped by more than a third, according to the government's latest monthly report on openings and hiring.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Temporary-help firms have reduced jobs for 26 of the past 28 months. That's a telling sign: Economists generally regard temp jobs as a harbinger for where the job market is headed because many employers hire temps before committing to full-time hires.
In a roundup this week of local economic conditions, the Federal Reserve's regional banks reported signs of a decelerating job market. Staffing agencies have said that job gains have slowed "as firms are approaching hiring decisions with greater hesitancy," the New York Fed found. "Job candidates are lingering on the market longer." 

    


The Minneapolis Fed said that a staffing agency reported that "businesses are getting a lot more picky" about whom they hire. And the Atlanta Fed found that "only a few" companies planned to step up hiring. 
Job-hopping, so rampant two years ago, has slowed as workers have gradually lost confidence in their ability to find better pay or working conditions somewhere else. Just 3.3 million Americans quit their jobs in July, compared with a peak of 4.5 million in April 2022.
"People are staying put because they're afraid they won't find new jobs,'' said Aaron Terrazas, chief economist at the employment website Glassdoor.
And the Labor Department has reported, in its annual revised estimates of employment growth, that the economy added 818,000 fewer jobs in the 12 months that ended in March than it had previously estimated.
In one respect, it's not at all surprising that the pace of hiring is now moderating. Job growth in 2021 and 2022, as the economy roared back from the COVID-19 recession, was the most explosive on record. Workers gained leverage they hadn't enjoyed in decades. Companies scrambled to hire fast enough to keep up with surging sales. Many employers had to jack up pay and offer bonuses to keep employees.

    


It was inevitable -- and even healthy, economists say, in the long run -- for hiring to slow, thereby easing pressure on wage growth and inflation pressures. Otherwise, the economy could have overheated and forced the Fed to tighten credit so aggressively as to cause a recession.
The post-pandemic jobs boom was a marked contrast to the sluggish recovery from the Great Recession of 2007-2009. Back then, it took more than six years for the economy to recover the jobs that had been lost. By contrast, the breathtaking pandemic job losses of 2020 -- 22 million -- were reversed in less than 2 1/2 years.
Still, the surging economy ignited inflation, leading the Fed to raise interest rates 11 times in 2022 and 2023 to try to cool the job market and slow inflation. And for a while, the economy and the job market appeared immune from higher borrowing costs. Consumers kept spending, businesses kept expanding and the economy kept growing.

    


But eventually the continued high rates began leaving their mark. Several high-profile companies, including tech giants like Spotify, announced layoffs last year in the face high interest rates. Outside of the economy's technology sector, though, and, to a lesser extent, finance, most American companies haven't cut jobs. The number of people filing first-time applications for unemployment benefits is barely above where it was before the pandemic struck. 
Yet the same companies that are keeping workers aren't necessarily adding more.

    


"Compared to a year or two ago, it's a lot more difficult, particularly for entry-level folks,'' Glassdoor's Terrazas said. "Because of the gradual drip of layoffs in tech and finance, in professional services over the past year and a half, there have been a lot of high-skilled, experienced folks on the job market.
"By all evidence, they are finding jobs. But they are also pushing more entry-level folks further and further down the queue... Recent grads, folks without a lot of on-the-job experience are feeling the effects of suddenly competing with people who have two, five, 10 years' experience in the jobs market. When those big fish are in the market, the little fish naturally get squeezed out.''
Despite the pressure of the highest interest rates in decades, the economy remains in solid shape, having grown at a healthy 3% annual pace from April through June. Most Americans are enjoying solid job security. 
Still, given the growing difficulty of changing jobs, even some of those job holders are feeling the chill.
"The reality is a lot of people, even when they have jobs, are feeling a lot of angst about the economy,'' Terrazas said. "People are feeling a little bit job insecurity, a lot more pressure in the workplace than they have in a while.''
In an August survey, the New York Fed found that Americans as a whole are more worried about losing their jobs now than at any time since 2014, when people were just beginning to feel the full effects of the recovery from the Great Recession of 2008-2009.
Adding to the anxiety is that memories of the recent job boom are still fresh.
"The reference point for most people is still 2021, 2022, when the job market was very strong, and what looks like for us economists as a normalization (of the job market from unsustainable levels), I think for a lot of people feels like a loss of status,'' Terrazas said.
Consider Abby Neff, who, since graduating from Ohio University in May 2023, has struggled to find the "old-fashioned writing job'' that she hoped to land in journalism 
"It's been pretty tough," she said, "to find a permanent journalism job."
In the meantime, Neff, 23, has joined the government's AmeriCorps agency, which mobilizes Americans to perform community service, in southeastern Ohio. The job doesn't pay much. But it has given her the opportunity to write and to learn about everything from forestry to sustainable agriculture to watershed management.
She hadn't expected to encounter such difficulty in finding a job in her field.
"I feel like I did all the 'right things' in college,'' Neff said ruefully.
She edited a campus magazine and made contacts in the business. She has landed some interviews, only to learn later that the job was filled without her having heard from the employer. 
"I will get 'ghosted,' '' she said. "I almost feel like I have to hunt employers down to even get a response to an application or submission."
Arias, the software engineer, started looking for a job "the minute I got laid off'' in June 2023. At first, he was casual about it. He took time off to care for his newborn daughter and drew money out of his severance package from Spotify. But when the job hunt proved difficult, he "decided to really ramp it up'' early this year. 
Arias started driving for a ride-sharing service and getting job leads from passengers. He reached out to a company through which he had taken part in a computer coding bootcamp, seeking contacts. Eventually, the networking paid off with a new job.
Yet the process proved much more frustrating than he had envisioned. Employers he had communicated with would vanish without explanation.
"That's the worst part about the experience,'' Arias said. "You get that introductory message. Then you send your resume. And then that's it. Communication would end there. Or you'd get an automated response. So you don't know what happened, what you did wrong ... It just feels really demoralizing, really stressful, because you don't know what happened."
___
AP Economics Writer Christopher Rugaber contributed to this report.
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            An Associated Press analysis of FDA records found that government inspectors have not returned to nearly 2,000 factories due for a safety surveillance inspection. (AP Video: Shelby Lum; Mary Conlon; Ajit Solanki. Production: Shelby Lum)
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            Commuters drive past the INTAS pharmaceutical manufacturing plant in Ahmedabad, India, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, which had produced tainted eyedrops which sickened more than 80 Americans, killing four of them and blinding more than a dozen others. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            FILE - A U.S. Food and Drug Administration building is seen behind FDA logos at a bus stop on the agency's campus in Silver Spring, Md., on Aug. 2, 2018. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            Dr. Stephen Ostroff, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration's former chief scientist, speaks during an interview in Harrisburg, Pa., on Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Shelby Lum)
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            FILE - This scanning electron microscope image made available by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows rod-shaped Pseudomonas aeruginosa bacteria, a drug-resistant strain of which was linked to infections from tainted eyedrops from EzriCare and Delsam Phama which were recalled in February 2023. (Janice Haney Carr/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention via AP, File)
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            The INTAS pharmaceutical manufacturing plant is seen in Ahmedabad, India, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, which had produced tainted eyedrops which sickened more than 80 Americans, killing four of them and blinding more than a dozen others. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)
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            FILE - This scanning electron microscope image made available by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows rod-shaped Pseudomonas aeruginosa bacteria, a drug-resistant strain of which was linked to infections from tainted eyedrops from EzriCare and Delsam Phama which were recalled in February 2023. (Janice Haney Carr/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7

                                    
                                    FILE - This scanning electron microscope image made available by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows rod-shaped Pseudomonas aeruginosa bacteria, a drug-resistant strain of which was linked to infections from tainted eyedrops from EzriCare and Delsam Phama which were recalled in February 2023. (Janice Haney Carr/Centers for Disease Control and Prevention via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            The INTAS pharmaceutical manufacturing plant is seen in Ahmedabad, India, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, which had produced tainted eyedrops which sickened more than 80 Americans, killing four of them and blinding more than a dozen others. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7

                                    
                                    The INTAS pharmaceutical manufacturing plant is seen in Ahmedabad, India, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, which had produced tainted eyedrops which sickened more than 80 Americans, killing four of them and blinding more than a dozen others. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MATTHEW PERRONE and NICKY FORSTER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Federal regulators responsible for the safety of the U.S. drug supply are still struggling to get back to where they were in 2019, before the COVID-19 pandemic upended factory inspections in the U.S. and across the world, The Associated Press has found.
An AP analysis of Food and Drug Administration data shows that agency staffers have not returned to roughly 2,000 pharmaceutical manufacturing firms to conduct surveillance inspections since before the pandemic, raising the risks of contamination and other issues in drugs used by millions of Americans.
The firms that are overdue for safety and quality inspections represent about 42% of the 4,700 plants that are currently registered to produce drugs for the U.S. and previously underwent FDA review before May 2019, the AP found. The plants make hundreds of critical medicines, including antibiotics, blood thinners and cancer therapies.

    


Under FDA's own guidelines, factories that haven't been inspected in five or more years are considered a significant risk and are supposed to be prioritized for "mandatory" inspections. Most of the overdue plants are in the U.S., but more than 340 are in India and China, countries that together make up the largest source of drug ingredients used in low-cost U.S. prescriptions.

    
    What to know about FDA pharmaceutical plant inspections

	In 2020, the FDA halted most inspections of overseas plants that ship drugs, medical equipment and other goods to the U.S. due to the coronavirus outbreak.
	Since then, the FDA has struggled to address its backlog of inspections. And when U.S. health regulators do visit factories in India and other countries, they sometimes find egregious violations.
	Read the five takeaways from AP's analysis of FDA inspections.



    


"Generic drugmakers are under intense pressure to cut their costs and some will do that by cutting quality," said David Ridley of Duke University, who studies the pharmaceutical industry. "If they're not inspected, then we won't know about it until -- in a few tragic cases -- it's too late."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last year, tainted eyedrops from an Indian factory led to an outbreak of antibiotic-resistant bacteria that sickened more than 80 Americans, killing four of them and blinding more than a dozen others. The plant never registered with the FDA.
Prior to COVID-19, dozens of common medications made at FDA-regulated plants were recalled due to traces of cancer-causing contaminants. The FDA didn't open its first overseas outposts until 2008, after dozens of U.S. deaths were linked to a contaminated blood thinner imported from a Chinese plant that hadn't been inspected.

    


"The U.S. drug supply is the safest on the planet and no other regulator conducts more inspections than the FDA," said FDA Associate Commissioner Michael Rogers, noting that the agency has increased drug inspections each year since 2021 while prioritizing foreign factories.
But last year's inspection numbers were still down almost 40% from the pre-pandemic period, when the FDA averaged around 4,300 annual inspections. Rogers offered no date for when the backlog of uninspected plants might be cleared.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The agency's work has been hampered by a wave of staff departures, he said, including longtime inspectors who have found new jobs that often allow them to work from home.
"There's a significant cost to the agency associated with the loss through attrition of an experienced investigator," Rogers said. "We need to retain these people, and we are." 
The FDA halted all but the most "mission critical" inspections in March 2020. It gradually restarted prioritized inspections later that year, but regular international visits did not resume until 2022.

    


In a statement, the FDA said that it receives inspection details from international partners, including European regulators, which help the agency decide whether a visit is necessary. The agency also began using video and other online tools to evaluate plants remotely during COVID-19, although those aren't equivalent to physical inspections.
The FDA's struggles overseeing the global pharmaceutical supply have been documented by the Government Accountability Office, which has flagged the area as a "high risk" issue every year since 2009.
Beginning in the 1990s, drugmakers began shifting manufacturing overseas, first to Puerto Rico, and then to Asia in search of cheaper labor and materials. The FDA has largely been playing catch-up ever since.
"We have to recognize that this is the world we live in and we have to adapt to it," said Dr. Stephen Ostroff, FDA's former chief scientist. "That has to include being able to get into these facilities and take a look at what they're doing, particularly in India and China."

    


"Cascade of failure"
The FDA keeps a confidential list of drug facilities to inspect, prioritizing them based on potential risks.
The AP created its own list by compiling public records of FDA inspections from before COVID-19 and tracking which firms haven't received a follow-up within five years. The data accounts for the vast majority of inspections, but has some omissions, including visits required for new drug approvals and those that are part of ongoing government investigations.




The AP's tally of overdue plants also doesn't include any of the new facilities that have registered with the agency since COVID-19 but haven't yet had an initial inspection. FDA's internal list of sites for inspection has increased 14% over the past five years, the agency noted last year.

    


The FDA said in a statement that it "must be judicious and apply a risk-based approach," due to the "enormity" of its workload and limited budget.
"We prioritize the inspections that pose the greatest risk to public health," the agency said.
On a global basis, FDA says only 6% of sites inspected last year had serious problems. But rates are higher in India, where 11% of plants were cited for violations, the most of any country.
Nearly 90% of FDA's foreign inspections in fiscal 2023 were announced in advance, according to FDA correspondence with Congress obtained via public records requests. The GAO and other government watchdogs have long raised concerns about the practice, which typically gives companies up to 12 weeks to correct or conceal potential problems.
Even with the advanced warnings, the FDA has found egregious violations in overseas factories.
When agency staffers visited Intas Pharmaceuticals' plant in northwest India for the first time in nearly three years they found what they called a "cascade of failure." Among the violations, inspectors saw an employee "pouring acetic acid in a trash bin" to destroy company documents used for drug testing. Elsewhere inspectors found "plastic bags filled with torn and discarded" documents relating to quality control measures.
"This kind of behavior has been pointed out to the FDA time and time again by people like me for the last 10 years," said Dinesh Thakur, a former pharmaceutical industry executive who became a whistleblower for the U.S. government. In 2013, his work led to a $500 million settlement with Indian drugmaker Ranbaxy for falsifying generic drug data.
"If you do not prosecute people who do this kind of wrongdoing, it gives the implicit signal that the FDA will give companies a pass," Thakur said.
In the case of Intas, FDA issued a warning letter -- which has no legal repercussions -- and blocked some of the company's exports to the U.S., while attempting to maintain shipments of the critical chemotherapy drug cisplatin. That strategy backfired in June 2023 when Intas abruptly shuttered the plant, triggering a nationwide shortage of cisplatin, which is used in more than a half-dozen cancers.
FDA inspections in India have been accelerating, but 160 plants are overdue, including some which haven't been inspected since 2015 yet continue shipping pain pills, antibiotics and other medications to the U.S., according to AP's analysis.
Mexico, France and Spain also have over 100 overdue firms between them. 
In China, political tensions have made inspections even more challenging. Just two fulltime FDA inspectors are based in the country, where about 185 factories are overdue. Former FDA officials say the Chinese government has withheld visas from inspectors unless the U.S. reciprocates for Chinese nationals seeking to enter the U.S.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

FDA Commissioner Robert Califf has acknowledged his discomfort with the current situation.
"Even if we do periodic inspections, it's not the same as a society where you have more freedom of information," Califf told lawmakers at a hearing last year. "I am very concerned about it."
Help wanted
The FDA could seemingly address its inspection backlog by hiring more investigators or assigning extra work to current staffers. But the agency is struggling to hold onto inspectors who can often earn far more working for the companies they now regulate.
On a call with FDA stakeholders in May, Rogers warned that "our attrition rates and our inability to retain our staff" would soon impact the agency's ability to oversee drugs and other medical supplies.
The FDA currently has 225 vacancies on its inspection workforce, nearly four times as many as before COVID-19, according to agency records.
New inspectors generally start at an annual salary of about $40,000 and can eventually rise to over $100,000. Job postings alert applicants they may have to travel "up to 50% of the time."
In 30 years as an FDA inspector, Jose Hernandez experienced firsthand the grueling pace and pressures of the job.
When he began doing international inspections in the mid-1990s, it was on a volunteer basis and employees spent no more than six weeks per year outside the U.S. By the end of his government career, Hernandez was traveling overseas more than four months per year, making multiple trips to Asia.
For each one-week inspection, he said he might need another week or more to write up his report, particularly if he found serious violations. Hernandez says that extra time and attention to detail wasn't always appreciated by his managers.
"They just wanted people who are like bean counters: walk in, walk out and find nothing so that they can get this report through the system and make their numbers," he said.
Hernandez retired from the FDA in 2014, earning just over $100,000 in his final year. Today he is a private consultant and says former FDA inspectors can easily earn more than $250,000 working for industry.
"Now I fly business class, I stay in nice hotels, I rest when I get there and nobody tells me what to do," Hernandez said. "I made the right decision."
FDA says it's exploring ways to make the jobs more attractive, including extra pay for experienced staffers and offering more flexible, comfortable travel arrangements.
Testing for quality
The slowdown in inspections has attracted scrutiny from lawmakers and raised new questions about whether FDA's decades-old approach is working.
House Republicans have peppered the agency with dozens of inquiries about the program since 2023. In their most recent letter, members of the Energy and Commerce Committee ask regulators to explain why FDA staffers making high-priority inspections in Asia are reporting less than half as many violations today compared with pre-COVID-19.
"The committee is concerned that FDA's fear of triggering additional drug shortages is driving the decreased rate that FDA issues warning letters," states the June letter.
FDA's Rogers rejected the argument, saying inspectors follow strict guidelines when conducting inspections and that decisions about managing drug shortages are handled separately by other parts of the agency.
A pilot program requested by the U.S. Defense Department takes an alternative approach to monitoring the drug supply. The Pentagon is collaborating with a private laboratory, Valisure, to evaluate 40 prescription drugs critical to military personnel, testing them for contaminants, dosing and other issues. Initial findings from the two-year program found serious flaws in about 10% of a subset of drugs tested, according to results shared with the AP.
Laboratory testing of imported drugs has long been standard practice in Europe, where more than 70 private labs operate alongside government regulators.
The testing approach has attracted interest from experts concerned that FDA's method -- rooted in physical inspections and reviewing paperwork -- may not be up to the task of uncovering manufacturing problems on the other side of the world.
Stanford University's Dr. Kevin Schulman says one solution would be to incentivize U.S. pharmacy chains and drug distributors to only purchase drugs from high-quality manufacturers.
Currently, U.S. companies decide which generic drugs to buy based on whichever company has the lowest price, Schulman said. "Purchasers say, 'Well, it's the FDA's job to worry about quality, not ours,'" he said.
Even as the FDA struggles to recover from COVID-19 and reinspect plants worldwide, Schulman sees a potential upside.
"Maybe this is the straw that breaks the camel's back," he said. "That, in fact, we should just admit that one U.S. agency can't regulate the entire global manufacturing for this critically important market."
___
Forster reported from New York. Follow Matthew Perrone on X: @AP_FDAwriter
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Why is Beijing interested in a mid-level government aide in New York State?
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                    Former New York Governor Kathy Hochul aide Linda Sun leaves Brooklyn Federal Court after her arraignment, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Corey Sipkin)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- The decision by New York prosecutors to charge a former aide to the New York governor this week with acting as an illegal agent for the Chinese government has raised concerns about China's efforts to influence U.S. politics.
Linda Sun held numerous roles in New York state government, including deputy chief of staff for Gov. Kathy Hochul. She is accused of pushing Chinese interests at state functions, including allegedly blocking representatives from Taiwan from meeting the governor, in exchange for financial benefits worth millions of dollars.
Sun's arrest on Tuesday is the latest, and perhaps most high profile, in a series of cases the U.S. Department of Justice has prosecuted in recent years to root out Beijing's agents on U.S. soil.
While previous cases involved charges against suspected Chinese spies for reporting on and surveilling dissidents critical of the Communist Party, Tuesday's case appeared to show how China is trying to directly influence U.S. politics in line with its interests, even at the local level.

    


WHY STATE LEVEL?
China sees it as important to cultivate state-level relationships with U.S. officials, and has always done so.




Although the bilateral relationship between the U.S. and China has become increasingly tense, the two countries had cultivated extensive regional-level ties in the 2010s, with U.S. governors frequently visiting China to boost trade and cultural ties.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That's taken a sharp 180-degree turn in recent years, as the U.S. government's relationship with China grows more confrontational and being tough on China has become a bipartisan point of consensus. The White House and Congress are leveling high tariffs on Chinese products and limiting export of high-tech products to China. 
Some states are even passing bills to actively ban China's presence. Georgia, Florida, and Alabama are just some of the states that banned Chinese "agents" from buying real estate.

    


Seeking influence on the state level has "increased in importance as relations at the federal level have soured," said Mareike Ohlberg, senior fellow in the Indo-Pacific program at the German Marshall Fund of the United States, who studies China. "Something is better than nothing."
HOW DOES BEIJING CULTIVATE INFLUENCE ABROAD?
China's Communist Party has a branch specifically tasked with overseas work, called the United Front. Under the United Front's control are a multitude of groups which serve to engage overseas Chinese under the guise of social or industry groups. Well-known among these groups is the All-China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, which itself oversees a number of smaller groups. 
The groups seek to build membership overseas and engage with the Chinese diaspora, and has branches all over the world, from Africa to Southeast Asia to North America.
Willy Lam, a senior fellow at The Jamestown Foundation, said the Chinese government has a long history of targeting major U.S. cities and states with large Chinese populations such as New York, New Jersey, Los Angeles and San Francisco, where Beijing's operatives have been working with established, "well-built" associations and trade groups for overseas Chinese. 

    


It pays for those local groups for work with Beijing, while the setup spares Beijing a lot of legwork on the ground, Lam said.
Sun was linked with Shi Qianping, who has described himself as a standing committee member of the All-China Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese, according to Chinese state media. Shi also held the role of the head of the U.S. Federation of Chinese-American Entrepreneurs, according to Xinhua. 
Sun also engaged with regional-level branches of the Returned Overseas Chinese group, like in Jiangsu province, where Sun was born, according to the group.
Aside from these groups, there are also growing worries about overseas Chinese police stations, set up without the knowledge of the countries they operate in. Last year, New York police arrested two men for allegedly setting up a secret police station for a Chinese provincial police agency. 
WHAT DOES BEIJING WANT?
Sun's case, which at first glance may seem the stuff of spy films, showed that China was interested in cultivating influence on a subtle level -- for example by promoting messages in line with Beijing's views. 

    


Prosecutors said Sun solicited talking points from a Chinese official for a video Hochul recorded when she was lieutenant governor to wish people a happy Lunar New Year. She specifically kept Hochul from mentioning Chinese human rights issues in that video, prosecutors say. Sun also allegedly blocked representatives of Taiwan's government from meeting with top New York state officials. China claims Taiwan, a self-ruled democracy, as part of its own territory and views any interaction between Taiwanese government representatives and other governments as an infringement of its sovereignty claim.
Speeches by Chinese President Xi Jinping and party documents have made it clear that one directive for the party's overseas work is to rally overseas Chinese around the party's goals, including urging them to "actively participate in and support" the causes of modernization and peaceful unification for their motherland.

    


The Chinese government also has been willing to exploit domestic U.S. issues, such as violence against Asian-Americans, to boost its messaging. Sun had claimed to be a representative for the Asian-American community.
"The Chinese government likes to claim to speak for all ethnic Chinese abroad," said Audrye Wong, a Jeane Kirkpatrick Fellow at the American Enterprise Institute. She said the Chinese government sometimes blurs the lines between legitimate cultural and community groups and influence operations. 
SHOULD STATES CUT OFF ENGAGEMENT WITH CHINESE PROVINCES?
China is often able to set the agenda when it comes to engagement at the local level. "There's been quite a mismatch in terms of resources on the PRC side vs US side," Ohlberg said. For example, the city of Shanghai has hundreds of staffers dedicated to international engagement, while U.S. states may only have a handful.
"There needs to be more strategic thinking going into this, more resources and knowledge, and then once you have that, you can decide," she said.
Wong added that local governments should reach out to communities of Asian descent instead of relying on one person as a community liaison, as what seemed to have happened in Sun's case, and "really build infrastructure at the local community level working with legitimate Asian American organizations."
___
AP writer Didi Tang in Washington contributed to this report.
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            Nicaraguan citizens wave from a bus after being released from a Nicaraguan jail and landing at the airport in Guatemala City, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            Isaias Ruiz gestures from a bus after being released from a Nicaraguan jail and landing at the airport in Guatemala City, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            A Nicaraguan citizen shows his passport from a bus after being released from a Nicaraguan jail and landing at the airport in Guatemala City, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            Manuel Rios peers from a bus after being released from a Nicaraguan jail and landing at the airport in Guatemala City, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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            Lucia Garcia gestures from a bus after being released from a Nicaraguan jail and landing at the airport in Guatemala City, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo)
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                                        GUATEMALA CITY (AP) -- The U.S. government announced Thursday that it secured the release of 135 Nicaraguan political prisoners, who have arrived in Guatemala where they will apply for asylum permits to come to the United States.
National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan said in a statement that they were released on humanitarian grounds.
"No one should be put in jail for peacefully exercising their fundamental rights of free expression, association, and practicing their religion," Sullivan said.
Among the Nicaraguans were 13 members of a Texas-based religious charity, Catholic laypeople, students and others.
Guatemala President Bernardo Arevalo agreed to host the Nicaraguans while they apply for entry to the U.S.
The Nicaraguans rolled out of a Guatemalan air base in the capital on buses Thursday morning, with some waving from the windows.

    


Nicaragua's government did not immediately confirm the announcement on the prisoners' release.
Nicaraguan human rights advocate Haydee Castillo said the release of the prisoners was a "triumph for the Nicaraguan people's resistance." She noted that the prisoners weren't really freed because their release comes with forced displacement from their country.


"Nobody should be held prisoner for thinking differently," Castillo said. 
She said advocates were reviewing lists to see how many such prisoners remain in custody.
Ivannia Alvarez, an exiled Nicaraguan and member of the Recognition Mechanism for Political Prisoners, said that her most recent count had been 151 jailed, suggesting that some of them are still detained.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Texas-based religious organization Mountain Gateway confirmed the release of 13 of its people after nine months in jail.
"This is the day we have prayed for," pastor Jon Britton Hancock, Mountain Gateway's founder, said in a statement.
Environmentalist Amaru Ruiz said on social platforms that among those released were eight Indigenous forest rangers.

    


"The United States again calls on the government of Nicaragua to immediately cease the arbitrary arrest and detention of its citizens for merely exercising their fundamental freedoms," Sullivan said.
The announcement came just two days after Nicaragua's National Assembly approved changes to the criminal code allowing the government to try Nicaraguans and foreigners in absentia.
Opponents and organizations that have fled or been forced into exile in President Daniel Ortega's years-long campaign to silence critical voices could be fined, sentenced to lengthy prison terms and see their property seized by the government under the approved changes.
Last year, the government exiled more than 300 opposition figures, stripping them of their nationality. Far more Nicaraguans have fled into exile themselves to escape the repression that followed massive 2018 protests that Ortega dubbed a failed coup with international backing.
"These individuals safely and voluntarily arrived in Guatemala," U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement. "We thank President Bernardo Arevalo and his administration for their efforts and support in welcoming them."

    


"Nicaraguan authorities unjustly detained these individuals for exercising their fundamental freedoms of expression, of association and peaceful assembly, and of religion or belief," Blinken said.
The government has shuttered more than 5,000 organizations since 2018, many of them religious in nature.
___
Associated Press writers Matthew Lee in Washington and Gabriela Selser in Mexico City contributed to this report.
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            FILE - Hellen Obiri, Rosemary Monica Wanjiru and Agnes Jebet Tirop, from left to right, all of Kenya, compete in the women's 10,000 meter race during the World Athletics Championships in Doha, Qatar, Saturday, Sept. 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)
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            FILE -Rebecca Cheptegei, competes at the Discovery 10km road race in Kapchorwa, Uganda, Jan. 20, 2023. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        Olympic runner Rebecca Cheptegei's horrific death after being doused with petrol and set on fire by her boyfriend has again brought to the fore Kenya's harrowing history of domestic violence against female athletes.
Her killing follows the deaths of at least two other high-profile female runners in cases of domestic violence in the last three years in a region that has produced dozens of Olympic and world champions.
What happened to Cheptegei?
Cheptegei, who was from Uganda, died on Thursday at age 33. Police say Cheptegei's boyfriend poured a can of petrol over her and set her on fire during a dispute on Sunday. She suffered 80% burns on her body and died in a hospital in the town of Eldoret four days later. 
The boyfriend was also burned in the attack and is being treated at the same hospital. No criminal charges have yet been announced against him.
Cheptegei competed in the women's marathon at the Paris Olympics less than a month ago, finishing in 44th place. She lived in western Kenya's famous high-altitude training region that draws the best distance runners from across the world and had recently built a house there to be close to the training centers.

    


Agnes Tirop
The brutal slaying of Kenyan star runner Tirop in the same region in 2021 led to an outpouring of anger from fellow athletes and prompted the East African country's athletics authorities to acknowledge the scourge of domestic abuse as a major problem.




Tirop was one of Kenya's brightest talents when she was stabbed to death at her home in Iten, the other world-renowned distance-running training town in Kenya, alongside Eldoret. Her husband, who was on the run, was arrested days after the killing and has been charged with murder. His court case is still underway.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Like Cheptegei, the 25-year-old Tirop had just competed at an Olympics -- the 2021 Tokyo Games -- and had set a new world record in the 10-kilometer road race in another competition a month before she was killed. Her body was found with stab wounds to the stomach and neck, as well as blunt trauma injury to her head.

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


In the weeks after Tirop's death, current and former male and female athletes, spoke out over what they said was a long-running problem of domestic abuse against female athletes in the region. Some marched through the streets of Iten to demand better protection for female athletes and stricter laws against abusers.

    


Other Kenyan athletes like Ruth Bosibori, a former African champion in the steeplechase, and Joan Chelimo, a marathon runner, said Tirop's killing had emboldened them to talk about their own abusive relationships. 
Both said they had escaped violent partners that made them fear for their lives.
Damaris Muthee
Just six months after Tirop, another runner was killed. Kenyan-born Muthee, who competed for Bahrain, was found dead in a house in Iten after being strangled. Her decomposing body had been there for days before it was found, authorities said at the time.
A male Ethiopian runner with whom she was in a relationship was charged with murder. Muthee, who was 28, had a young child from another relationship.

    


The cases of domestic abuse in Kenya's running community are set against the country's overriding high rates of violence against women, which has prompted marches by ordinary citizens in towns and cities this year.
Activists say successful female athletes may be especially vulnerable in instances when their partners want to control their money and assets in an impoverished region and the women refuse and push back. 
Police said Cheptegei was killed in a dispute with her boyfriend over the land she had just built a house on.
Samuel Wanjiru
One of Kenya's best male athletes also died in what authorities said was a domestic dispute in 2011. Wanjiru was 24 and at the time the reigning Olympic marathon champion. He fell to his death from a balcony at his home during an argument with his wife.
He had been arrested a year earlier and questioned by police for allegedly threatening to kill his wife with an assault rifle. He denied the allegations. 
Although Kenyan authorities ruled Wanjiru died after falling or jumping from the balcony, his family claimed that he was killed.
___
AP Africa news: https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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            FILE -United States' Alex Morgan holds her daughter, Charlie, as she listens to Cindy Parlow Cone, president of the U.S. Soccer Federation, speak during an event with the federation, U.S. Women's National Team Players Association and the U.S. National Soccer Team Players Association at Audi Field in Washington, Tuesday, Sept. 6, 2022. Morgan says she feels calmer heading into this World Cup and wants to represent mom athletes. She's one of three mothers on this U.S. squad and is often accompanied by 3-year-old daughter Charlie. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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            FILE - United States national women's soccer team player Alex Morgan talks to reporters before a practice to prepare for a friendly match against South Korea, Friday, May 31, 2024, in Commerce City, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - United States' Alex Morgan plays against Canada during a SheBelieves Cup women's soccer match Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete, File)
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            FILE -United States' Alex Morgan holds her daughter, Charlie, as she listens to Cindy Parlow Cone, president of the U.S. Soccer Federation, speak during an event with the federation, U.S. Women's National Team Players Association and the U.S. National Soccer Team Players Association at Audi Field in Washington, Tuesday, Sept. 6, 2022. Morgan says she feels calmer heading into this World Cup and wants to represent mom athletes. She's one of three mothers on this U.S. squad and is often accompanied by 3-year-old daughter Charlie. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)
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            FILE - United States national women's soccer team player Alex Morgan talks to reporters before a practice to prepare for a friendly match against South Korea, Friday, May 31, 2024, in Commerce City, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - United States' Alex Morgan plays against Canada during a SheBelieves Cup women's soccer match Tuesday, April 9, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete, File)
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                                        Two-time Women's World Cup champion Alex Morgan announced she is pregnant with her second child and is retiring from professional soccer.
Over the course of a 15-year career with the United States, Morgan not only made an impact on the field, she also helped lead the team's fight for equal pay and was outspoken about social justice issues.
The 35-year-old Morgan will play her final match with her club team, the San Diego Wave of the National Women's Soccer League, on Sunday at Snapdragon Stadium.
In addition to World Cup titles in 2015 and 2019, Morgan also won a gold medal with the United States at the 2012 London Olympics. She first joined the national team in 2009.
Over her career with the U.S. team, she played in 224 matches, ninth-all time, with 123 goals (fifth all-time) and 53 assists (ninth all-time).
"I grew up on this team, it was so much more than soccer," Morgan said in a statement. "It was the friendships and the unwavering respect and support among each other, the relentless push for global investment in women's sports, and the pivotal moments of success both on and off the field. I am so incredibly honored to have borrowed the crest for more than 15 years. I learned so much about myself in that time and so much of that is a credit to my teammates and our fans. I feel immense pride in where this team is headed, and I will forever be a fan of the USWNT."

    


Morgan was named the U.S. Soccer Player of the Year twice.




Her final game with the United States came on June 4, 2024, against South Korea. She was not on the roster of players that won the gold medal at the Paris Olympics.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Morgan was among the players who sued U.S. Soccer in 2019 for gender discrimination, citing inequitable pay and treatment compared to the men's national team. In 2022, the sides agreed to collective bargaining agreements that pay both teams equally.
Morgan has a daughter, Charlie, who was born in 2020.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/alex-morgan-retires-uswnt-0e1f03f130c95861e969121c15590bcc
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            Police officers patrol near a scene after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 14 | 
            Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            FILE - Exterior view Nazi Documentation Center in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024. (Peter Kneffel/dpa via AP, File)
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            Police officer block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers patrol after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police vehicles parked in Munich near the Nazi Documentation Center and the Israeli Consulate General in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Simon Sachseder/dpa via AP)
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            Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officer block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers stand at a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            A police officer patrols after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers patrol after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers stand next to their cars after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers patrol near a scene after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                    Police officers patrol near a scene after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                    Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            FILE - Exterior view Nazi Documentation Center in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, Feb. 6, 2024. (Peter Kneffel/dpa via AP, File)
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            Police officer block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                    Police officer block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers patrol after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police vehicles parked in Munich near the Nazi Documentation Center and the Israeli Consulate General in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Simon Sachseder/dpa via AP)
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            Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officer block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                    Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers stand at a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                    Police officers stand at a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            A police officer patrols after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                    A police officer patrols after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers patrol after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                    Police officers patrol after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers stand next to their cars after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                    Police officers stand next to their cars after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                    Police officers block a street after police fired shots at a suspicious person near the Israeli Consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history in Munich, Germany, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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                                        MUNICH (AP) -- Police in Munich exchanged fire with a gunman near the Israeli Consulate in Munich on Thursday, fatally wounding him. Authorities said they believe he was planning to attack the consulate on the anniversary of the attack on the 1972 Munich Olympics.
No one else was hurt in the shootout shortly after 9 a.m. in an area near the consulate and a museum on the city's Nazi-era history. Officers had been alerted to a person carrying a gun in the Karolinenplatz area, near downtown Munich, and returned fire when he shot at them. The suspect, who was carrying an old long gun with a bayonet attached to it, died at the scene.
Five officers were at the scene at the time the gunfire erupted. Police quickly deployed about 500 officers to the area. 
Police said the gunman was an 18-year-old from Austria, but investigators were still looking into his motive. They didn't give further details on the suspect, who left a car near the scene, except to say that he lived in Austria.

    


"We have to assume that an attack on the Israeli Consulate possibly was planned early today," Bavaria's top security official, state Interior Minister Joachim Herrmann, told reporters at the scene. "It's obvious that, if someone parks here within sight of the Israeli Consulate ... then starts shooting, it most probably isn't a coincidence."




Prosecutors and police said in a statement later Thursday they currently believe the plan was for "a terrorist attack, also with respect to the consulate of the state of Israel," and that they are still investigating the man's motive. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Thursday was the 52nd anniversary of the attack by Palestinian militants on the Israeli delegation at the 1972 Munich Olympics, which ended with the death of 11 Israeli team members, a West German police officer and five of the assailants. 
"There may be a connection -- that must be cleared up," Bavarian governor Markus Soder said.

    


Munich police said there was no evidence of any more suspects connected to the shooting. 
In neighboring Austria's Salzburg province, police said the suspected assailant, an Austrian with Bosnian roots, had come to authorities' attention in February 2023. They said that, following a "dangerous threat" against fellow students coupled with bodily harm, he had also been accused of involvement in a terror organization.
There was a suspicion that he had become religiously radicalized, was active online in that context and was interested in explosives and weapons, a police statement said, but prosecutors closed an investigation in April 2023. 
However, authorities did issue a ban on him owning weapons until at least the beginning of 2028. Police said he had not come to their attention since.
Israel's Foreign Ministry said the consulate was closed Thursday due to a memorial ceremony for the 1972 attack and none of its staff was hurt. The nearby Munich Documentation Center for the History of National Socialism, which opened in 2015 and explores the city's past as the birthplace of the Nazi movement, also said all of its employees were unharmed.

    


Israeli President Isaac Herzog said he spoke with German counterpart Frank-Walter Steinmeier. He wrote on the social media platform X that "together we expressed our shared condemnation and horror" at the shooting.
The head of Germany's main Jewish organization, Josef Schuster, said "there could have been a catastrophe in Munich today" and thanked police for intervening quickly.
Soder and German Interior Minister Nancy Faeser reiterated their strong commitment to protecting Jewish and Israeli facilities.
___
Geir Moulson reported from Berlin. Stefanie Dazio contributed to this report from Berlin.
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            A visitor uses binoculars to see the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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            Visitors look at the North Korean side from the unification observatory in Paju, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man)
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                                        PAJU, South Korea (AP) -- North Korea is flying more trash-carrying balloons toward South Korea, officials said Thursday, in the latest round of Cold War-style psychological warfare between the rivals.
South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said it detected balloons launched from North Korea on Thursday morning following launches the previous evening. It said the North again floated balloons on Thursday evening.
Since May, North Korea has flown thousands of balloons toward South Korea to drop substances such as wastepaper, cloth scraps, cigarette butts and even manure, in what it described as retaliation against South Korean civilian activists who fly anti-North Korean propaganda leaflets across the border.
North Korea is extremely sensitive to any outside criticism of its authoritarian leadership and its third-generation ruler, Kim Jong Un. 

    


The joint chiefs said North Korea launched around 420 balloons from Wednesday evening to early Thursday and about 20 of them had been discovered so far in Seoul, the South Korean capital, and nearby Gyeonggi province. It said the balloons that landed were filled with paper waste, plastic bottles and other trash but contained no hazardous materials.




The joint chiefs said North Korea flew another set of balloons on two separate launch events on Thursday. It advised people to report to the police or military if they see any fallen balloons and not to touch them. No major damage was immediately reported.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An Associated Press photojournalist spotted several sets of white balloons, which were tied in pairs, floating in the air above the inter-Korean border area from an observatory in the South Korean border city of Paju on Thursday morning.
Seoul's city government issued text alerts Wednesday evening as the North Korean balloons began appearing over South Korean territory, advising people to stay indoors and beware of objects dropping from the sky.

    


Trash carried by at least one North Korean balloon fell on the South Korean presidential compound in July, raising concerns about the vulnerability of key South Korean facilities. Officials said the balloon contained no dangerous material and no one was hurt.
South Korea, in response to the North Korean balloons, has reactivated its front-line loudspeakers to blast propaganda messages and K-pop songs toward the North.
The tit-for-tat Cold War-style campaigns are adding to tensions fueled by North Korea's growing nuclear ambitions and South Korea's expansion of joint military exercises with the United States.
___
Kim reported from Seoul, South Korea. Associated Press writer Hyung-jin Kim contributed to this report. 
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            Ugandan Olympic athlete Rebecca Cheptegei has died at a Kenyan hospital where she was being treated after 80% of her body was burned in an attack by her partner. She was 33.
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            FILE -Rebecca Cheptegei, competes at the Discovery 10km road race in Kapchorwa, Uganda, Jan. 20, 2023. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- Ugandan Olympic athlete Rebecca Cheptegei has died at a Kenyan hospital where she was being treated after 80% of her body was burned in an attack by her partner. She was 33.
Kenya's sports minister said authorities must do more to combat gender-based violence.
A spokesperson at Moi Teaching and Referral Hospital in Eldoret city, Owen Menach, confirmed Cheptegei's death on Thursday. Menach said the long-distance runner died early in the morning after her organs failed. She had been fully sedated on admission at the hospital.
Cheptegei competed in the women's marathon at the Paris Olympics less than a month before the attack. She finished in 44th place.
Her father, Joseph Cheptegei, told journalists at the hospital that he had lost a daughter who was "very supportive" and said he hoped to get justice.
"As it is now, the criminal who harmed my daughter is a murderer and I am yet to see what the security officials are doing," the father said. "He is still free and might even flee."

    


Trans Nzoia County Police Commander Jeremiah ole Kosiom said Monday that Cheptegei's partner, Dickson Ndiema, bought a can of gasoline, poured it on her and set her ablaze during a disagreement Sunday. Ndiema was also burned and was being treated at the same hospital.




Menach said Ndiema was still in the intensive care unit with burns over 30% of his body but was "improving and stable."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cheptegei's parents said their daughter bought land in Trans Nzoia to be near Kenya's many athletic training centers. A report filed by the local chief said Cheptegei and Ndiema were heard fighting before the attack over the land where her house was built.
The Uganda Athletics Federation eulogized Cheptegei on the social platform X, writing, "We are deeply saddened to announce the passing of our athlete, Rebecca Cheptegei, early this morning who tragically fell victim to domestic violence. As a federation, we condemn such acts and call for justice. May her soul rest In Peace."

    


Uganda Olympic Committee President Donald Rukare called the attack "a cowardly and senseless act that has led to the loss of a great athlete."
Kenya's Sports Minister Kipchumba Murkomen said the government would ensure justice for the victim.
"This tragedy is a stark reminder that we must do more to combat gender-based violence in our society, which in recent years has reared its ugly head in elite sporting circles," he wrote in a statement. 
Uganda's First Lady Janet Museveni said that Cheptegei's death due to domestic violence was "deeply disturbing."
International Olympic Committee president Thomas Bach said, "Rebecca's participation in the Paris 2024 women's marathon was a source of inspiration, pride and joy."
In 2023, Ugandan Olympic runner and steeplechaser Benjamin Kiplagat was found dead with stab wounds. In 2022, Kenyan-born Bahraini athlete Damaris Muthee was found dead and a postmortem report stated that she was strangled. In 2021, long-distance runner Agnes Tirop was stabbed to death at her home. Her husband, Ibrahim Rotich, was arrested and charged with murder, the case is ongoing.

    


Kenya's very high rates of violence against women have prompted marches by ordinary citizens in towns and cities this year.
Four in 10 women or an estimated 41% of dating or married Kenyan women have experienced physical or sexual violence perpetrated by their current or most recent partner, according to the Kenya Demographic and Health Survey 2022.
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            Palestinians look at a damaged car following an Israeli airstrike in Tubas, West Bank, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Palestinian health officials say Israeli strikes in the occupied West Bank killed five people. Israel has been carrying out large-scale raids in the territory over the past week that it says are aimed at dismantling militant groups and preventing attacks. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinians look at a damaged car following an Israeli airstrike in Tubas, West Bank, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Palestinian health officials say Israeli strikes in the occupied West Bank killed five people. Israel has been carrying out large-scale raids in the territory over the past week that it says are aimed at dismantling militant groups and preventing attacks. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 15 | 
            Palestinians look at a damaged car following an Israeli airstrike in Tubas, West Bank, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Palestinian health officials say Israeli strikes in the occupied West Bank killed five people. Israel has been carrying out large-scale raids in the territory over the past week that it says are aimed at dismantling militant groups and preventing attacks. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinian refugees sit in front of their shops that were damaged during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A Palestinian refugee saves some belongings from his families house that was destroyed during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during a press conference at the Government Press office in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool via AP)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stands before a map during a press conference at the Government Press office in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool via AP)
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            A Palestinian refugee walks through the rubble of a building that was destroyed during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinian refugees sit at the rubble of their partly destroyed house that was damaged during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinian refugees walk through the rubble of destroyed houses while they flee their homes during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinian refugees walk past the rubble of houses that were destroyed during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A Palestinian refugee sits by his partly destroyed house that was damaged during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinian refugees walk through the rubble of destroyed houses while they flee their homes during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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        Israel-Hamas war latest: Israeli strikes kill 6 in occupied West Bank, Palestinian officials say
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            Palestinians look at a damaged car following an Israeli airstrike in Tubas, West Bank, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Palestinian health officials say Israeli strikes in the occupied West Bank killed five people. Israel has been carrying out large-scale raids in the territory over the past week that it says are aimed at dismantling militant groups and preventing attacks. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinian refugees sit in front of their shops that were damaged during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A Palestinian refugee saves some belongings from his families house that was destroyed during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu during a press conference at the Government Press office in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool via AP)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stands before a map during a press conference at the Government Press office in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool via AP)
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            A Palestinian refugee walks through the rubble of a building that was destroyed during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinian refugees sit at the rubble of their partly destroyed house that was damaged during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 15

                                    
                                    Palestinian refugees sit at the rubble of their partly destroyed house that was damaged during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 15 | 
            Palestinian refugees walk through the rubble of destroyed houses while they flee their homes during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinian refugees walk through a damaged road while they flee their homes during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinian refugees walk past the rubble of houses that were destroyed during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            A Palestinian refugee sits by his partly destroyed house that was damaged during the Israeli army operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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                                        Palestinian health officials say Israeli strikes in the occupied West Bank killed six people, including the son of a prominent jailed militant.
Israel said all of those killed were militants who had been involved in attacks.
Israel has been carrying out large-scale raids in the territory over the past week that it says are aimed at dismantling militant groups and preventing attacks. The Palestinians fear a widening of the war in Gaza.
A strike overnight in the northern West Bank town of Tubas killed five people, including Mohammed Zubeidi, the Palestinian Health Ministry said Thursday, without saying whether they were civilians or combatants.
His father, Zakaria Zubeidi, was a well-known militant commander during the second Palestinian uprising in the early 2000s and took part in a rare jail break in 2021 before being arrested and returned to prison days later.

    


The military said the younger Zubeidi had taken part in attacks against Israeli forces in the West Bank and that he was with a militant cell when he was targeted.
It said another fighter was killed in an airstrike in the built-up Al-Faraa refugee camp after hurling a firebomb at Israeli forces. The military released a video that it said showed the exchange. It said forces also uncovered roadside bombs in the camp, which dates back to the 1948 Mideast war surrounding Israel's creation.




___
Here's the latest:
Hamas accuses Netanyahu of deliberately dragging his feet on cease-fire talks

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

BEIRUT -- Senior Hamas leader Khalil al-Hayya accused Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu Thursday of deliberately stalling cease-fire negotiations, and urged the U.S. and the international community to put more pressure on Israel.
In a recorded speech released on Hamas' official accounts, al-Hayya -- who has been heading the militant group's delegation to the cease-fire talks -- reiterated the group's stance that it will not consider any proposed deal that does not entail a full withdrawal of Israeli forces from the Gaza Strip, and particularly from the Philadelphi corridor, a key area along Gaza's border with Egypt.

    


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has in recent weeks insisted that Israel will maintain forces in the corridor, saying it is necessary to halt weapons smuggling. The condition was not included in previous versions of the cease-fire proposal before the current round of talks. 
Egypt, which along with the U.S. and Qatar is mediating the talks, has also been strongly opposed to Israel maintaining a military presence on the border.
Al-Hayya said Hamas "will not allow any agreement that legitimizes an Israeli presence on any part of Gaza or fails to secure our people's rights."
"We reject going back to square one or getting caught in a vicious cycle that serves Netanyahu's goals," he said.
Israeli strike on a tent camp kills 4 men and injures 2 children, Palestinian officials say
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian health officials say an Israeli strike on a tent camp killed four men and wounded two children.
The strike early Thursday hit an encampment near the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the central city of Deir al-Balah. Hospital officials confirmed the toll and an Associated Press reporter saw the bodies.

    


The Israeli military said it carried out a precise strike on a command and control center operated by Hamas and the smaller Islamic Jihad militant group that was embedded in a humanitarian zone.
The nearly 11-month-long war has displaced about 90% of Gaza's 2.3 million people, often multiple times. Israel has ordered mass evacuations into so-called humanitarian zones but occasionally carries out strikes there as well.
A woman who identified herself as Umm Mohammed Wadi said she was staying in a tent close to where the strike occurred.
"What did they do to be struck while sleeping?" she said. "No hospital is safe, nor any school or home."
Israel says it only targets militants and tries to avoid harming civilians.
The Gaza Health Ministry says at least 40,861 Palestinians have been killed and more than 94,000 wounded since the start of the war. It does not differentiate between civilians and fighters in its toll.
The war began after Hamas launched a wide-scale attack into Israel on Oct. 7, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 people. Around 100 hostages are still inside Gaza, about a third of whom are believed to be dead, after most of the rest were released during a cease-fire in November.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-latest-05-september-2024-20c33c7450ed54c1f41d5d46f7ab3cbb
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Can Harris prosecute the political case against Trump? Key questions ahead of their debate
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                    This combination photo shows Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at an event, Aug. 15, 2024, in Bedminster, N.J., left, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a campaign event in Raleigh, N.C., Aug. 16, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump and Kamala Harris will debate for the first -- and perhaps, last -- time on Tuesday night as the presidential candidates fight to sway voters on the biggest stage in U.S. politics. 
The meeting comes just 75 days after President Joe Biden's disastrous debate performance triggered a political earthquake that ultimately forced him from the race. Few expect such a transformative result this time, but Trump is on a mission to end Harris' "honeymoon."
Harris, a former courtroom prosecutor, will enter the night with relatively high expectations against a Republican opponent with 34 felony convictions and a penchant for false statements. The question is whether Harris, who did not particularly stand out during primary debates in her 2020 presidential campaign, can prosecute Trump's glaring liabilities in a face-to-face meeting on live television with the world watching.

    


The 90-minute meeting begins at 9 p.m. ET Tuesday inside Philadelphia's National Constitutional Center. It will be moderated by ABC News anchors David Muir and Linsey Davis. In accordance with rules negotiated by both campaigns, there will be no live audience.




Here's what we're watching for on a historic night:
Can Harris do what Biden could not?
Biden set an incredibly low bar for Harris in the June 27 debate. The president struggled to offer coherent arguments or even finish his sentences. But the anti-Trump coalition was most disappointed that he failed to take advantage of Trump's obvious political liabilities -- whether on abortion, the Jan. 6 Capitol attack, character issues or his legal trouble.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris is expected to do much better. Polls suggest the Democratic vice president is now even with the Republican former president in some swing states.
But even with such fertile terrain, scoring points against Trump on the debate stage is easier said than done. Trump may be the most experienced debater in modern presidential history. As a former reality television star, he knows how to dominate television coverage. And he clearly likes to fight.

    


Harris recently suggested that she may be looking forward to a political brawl. "Donald," she told a cheering audience last month in Atlanta, "if you've got something to say, say it to my face." 
Can she back up the tough talk? The world is about to find out. 
Can Trump focus?
Trump is not known for his discipline or preparation. His debate performances, like his governing style, are typically fueled much more by instinct than thoughtful analysis.
Therefore, few expect Trump to offer a clear and concise line of attack against Harris on Tuesday night. Still, he needs to do better than the kitchen-sink approach he's been testing on the campaign trail for much of the last month.
Trump has questioned Harris' racial identity. He's falsely called her a communist. He's questioned her strength. He's jabbed her as a San Francisco liberal. And he's reminded voters that she has served in the Biden White House for nearly four years and would presumably continue the president's policies for another four years if she wins.

    


It is the Biden connection that many Republicans, inside and outside of Trump's campaign, believe is most effective. They want him to evoke Ronald Reagan's 1980 debate-stage jab -- "Are you better off?" -- early and often.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The question is whether Trump can deliver that message in a way that isn't immediately overshadowed by a much more controversial statement. Recent history offers reasons to be skeptical.
Body language matters
There will, of course, be an obvious gender dynamic on stage Tuesday night. 
Fair or not, body language and tone are viewed differently in a debate between a man and a woman. Just ask Hillary Clinton. She said Trump made her "skin crawl" when he stood behind her as she was speaking during a town hall-style debate in 2016.
The candidates -- who have never met in person before -- will be expected to stay behind their podiums on Tuesday night. But Republicans are hopeful that Trump will avoid any other provocations like pointing, yelling or otherwise approaching Harris in a way that might be off-putting to suburban women or other swing voters.

    


Harris, too, will face unique challenges related to her race and gender as voters consider whether to make her the nation's first female president. Some voters still say they're not comfortable with the idea. If she comes across as angry, she risks playing into racist tropes about Black women.
While the gender dynamic looms, do not underestimate the significance of their age difference, either. 
Harris is almost two decades younger than the 78-year-old Trump. Age was viewed as a political advantage for Trump when he was facing the 81-year-old Biden, but the situation is now reversed against the 59-year-old Harris. If he wins, Trump would be the oldest U.S. president ever elected.
The format will be somewhat different as well, in accordance with a set of rules the candidates agreed upon this week. 

    


There will be no live audience, no opening statements and no props allowed. Candidates' microphones will be muted when their opponent is on the clock, a stipulation that created some controversy in recent days.
Trump reluctantly agreed to the mute function when he faced Biden in June, but after that debate, his team determined it was a net positive if voters did not hear from the Republican former president while his opponent was speaking. Harris' team was pushing to return to a normal format without mute buttons.
Abortion vs Immigration
Policy sometimes plays second to personality in presidential debates, but there are dramatic differences between the candidates on key issues that are on the minds of millions of voters.
Republicans hope Trump makes immigration a defining issue of the debate. 
The GOP has effectively condemned the Biden administration's handling of illegal immigration at the U.S.-Mexico border for much of the last four years. Once an issue that appealed mostly to the Republican base, illegal immigration -- and related concerns about drugs, crime and national security -- is now a top issue for voters across the political spectrum.
Harris will be eager to remind voters that Trump helped kill a bipartisan immigration bill that would have done much to fix the problem. But overall, Harris is likely to be on the defensive when the issue comes up.
Democrats, meanwhile, want to focus on abortion.
Trump, of course, appointed three Supreme Court justices who later overturned the landmark Roe v. Wade decision that protected a woman's right to choose abortion. Trump has repeatedly said he was proud that Roe was defeated. But aware that such a view isn't popular among many women, he has tried to moderate his stance on the divisive issue. 
Harris won't make that easy. Stating the obvious, as a woman, she is positioned to be a much more effective messenger on the issue than Biden was. And Trump can't afford to lose many more female voters.
Look out for wild card Trump
If you ask Trump's previous debate opponents what they're watching for on Tuesday night -- and we did -- many say the same thing: Look out for the thing he says or does that Harris can't possibly prepare for.
Trump is the ultimate wild card who has found tremendous political success by ignoring the traditional rules of politics. He will say or do whatever he thinks is best in the moment. And Harris, who has dedicated several days to debate prep, can't make a plan for everything.
At this point, it's hard to imagine Trump surprising anyone with new material. He has praised dictators, talked about genitalia size, suggested suspending the U.S. Constitution and said that Harris only recently "turned Black." 
Trump's own team doesn't know what he'll do or say on any given day. That's incredibly risky for Trump. But it also puts enormous pressure on Harris.
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            File - Michel Barnier, supporter of conservative presidential candidate Valerie Pecresse speaks during a campaign rally on Feb. 13, 2022 in Paris. President Emmanuel Macron named the former EU Brexit negotiator as France's new prime minister on Thursday after more than 50 days of caretaker government. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)
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            FILE - European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, right, and European Commission's Head of Task Force for Relations with the United Kingdom Michel Barnier address a media conference on Brexit negotiations at EU headquarters in Brussels, on Dec. 24, 2020. President Emmanuel Macron named the former EU Brexit negotiator as France's new prime minister on Thursday after more than 50 days of caretaker government. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco, Pool, File)
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            FILE - French President Emmanuel Macron, right, whispers to European Union chief Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier as he visits the International Agriculture Fair, in Paris, France. President Emmanuel Macron named the former EU Brexit negotiator as France's new prime minister on Thursday after more than 50 days of caretaker government. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- President Emmanuel Macron named Michel Barnier as France's new prime minister Thursday, hoping the Brexit negotiator and veteran conservative can work with France's bitterly divided legislature to end political turmoil that has roiled Macron's presidency.
At 73, Barnier is the oldest of the 26 prime ministers that have served modern France's Fifth Republic. He replaces the youngest, Gabriel Attal, who was 34 when he was appointed just eight months ago. 
Attal was also France's first openly gay prime minister. French media and some of Macron's political opponents who immediately criticized Barnier's appointment quickly dug up that, when serving in parliament in 1981, the new prime minister had been among 155 lawmakers who voted against a law that decriminalized homosexuality. 
Barnier's appointment ends more than 50 days of caretaker government in France but offers no guarantee of a return to political calm. Barnier faces the tough task of having to work with the acrimonious and deeply split hung parliament that emerged from the surprise legislative elections that Macron called early in June.

    


Without a legislative majority of his own behind him, Barnier will need to find loose ad hoc groupings of backers in the National Assembly to tackle France's pressing issues -- including the budget for 2025. Macron and his aides spent weeks sounding out potential prime ministerial candidates, making calls and trying to build consensus, in the search for a government leader who might be able survive in the fractured political landscape.




Barnier, a career politician proud of his humble roots in France's Alpine region of Haute-Savoie, is no stranger to complex and daunting tasks: He was the European Union's chief negotiator in the difficult talks with Britain over its departure from the bloc.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But he could quickly face possible attempts in parliament to topple the new government he will now put together and lead. Opponents of Macron on the left of French politics immediately portrayed the appointment of the conservative Barnier as a slap in the face for those who voted for them in the legislative elections. Macron had hoped the voting would strengthen his position and provide clarity. Instead, the July 7 outcome saw his centrist government lose its majority but also produced no clear winner. 

    


By turning to Barnier, Macron is hoping to break the political deadlock. 
A statement from Macron's office announcing the appointment said Barnier was tasked "with forming a unifying government to serve the country and the French people."
"This appointment comes after an unprecedented cycle of consultations during which, in accordance with his constitutional duty, the president ensured that the prime minister and the future government would meet the conditions to be as stable as possible and give themselves the chances of uniting as broadly as possible," the statement said.
Forming a government that isn't quickly toppled by a parliamentary censure vote is sure to be a delicate tightrope act in a legislature so divided. To build the support his government will need to survive, Barnier could possibly offer ministerial posts to potential allies.

    


"He will seek to build a government of national union, casting a wide net," said Christophe Boutin, a political analyst at the University of Caen Normandie, 
But Barnier will also have to make do "without the extremes," Boutin added, referring to Macron's fiercest opponents on the far-left and far-right of French politics that have considerable sway but no majority in the legislature.
Barnier brings ample experience and networks of contacts from his political career of more than 50 years. He has served as ministers for foreign and European affairs as well as the environment and agriculture -- and twice as a European commissioner. But his profile could also leave Macron open to opponents' accusations that the president is not effecting the deep change that some voters hoped for from the legislative election.
"Taking all this time to end up with Barnier, it doesn't give the impression of a major revolution," Boutin said. "Barnier has been in the political landscape for centuries."

    


So political instability wouldn't overshadow the July 26-Aug. 11 Paris Olympics, when France was in the global spotlight, Macron kept the outgoing Attal and his ministers on in a caretaker capacity, handling day-to-day affairs, after the prime minister resigned on July 16, in the wake of the legislative defeat.
Influential far-left leader Jean-Luc Melenchon on Thursday immediately came out against Barnier's appointment and predicted the prime minister would not get majority backing in the divided National Assembly.
Melenchon said the appointment flew in the face of the July 7 legislative election results that left parliament's lower house split between three main blocs -- the left, including Melenchon's party; the center where Macron has based his support, and the far right, converging around anti-immigration leader Marine Le Pen.

    


"The election has been stolen," Melenchon asserted.
Le Pen, on the other hand, indicated that she's willing to give Barnier a chance but said her National Rally party won't take part in his government because the new prime minister "does not share our ideas."
She said the 2025 budget will be a priority for Barnier's government: it faces a tight deadline to deliver one. France is also under pressure from the European Union to get its finances in order, with Brussels having rebuked Paris for running up excessive debt.
"Barnier is a man respectful of other political forces," Le Pen said. "It's important because compromises will have to be reached, considering the state of France's budget." 
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GOP lawsuits set the stage for state challenges if Trump loses the election
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                    FILE - State Election Board member Rick Jeffares asks the crowd to settle down during a hastily planned State Election Board meeting at the Capitol in Atlanta, July 12, 2024. (Arvin Temkar/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File)/
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                                        Before voters even begin casting ballots, Democrats and Republicans are engaged in a sprawling legal fight over how the 2024 election will be run, a series of court disputes that could even run past Election Day if the outcome is close.
Both parties have bulked up their legal teams for the fight. Republicans have filed more than 100 lawsuits challenging various aspects of vote-casting after being chastised repeatedly by judges in 2020 for bringing complaints about how the election was run only after votes were tallied.
After Donald Trump has made " election integrity " a key part of his party's platform following his false claims of widespread voter fraud in 2020, the Republican National Committee says it has more than 165,000 volunteers ready to watch the polls in November.
Democrats are countering with what they are calling "voter protection," rushing to court to fight back against the GOP cases and building their own team with over 100 staffers, several hundred lawyers and what they say are thousands of volunteers for November.

    


Despite the flurry of litigation, the cases have tended to be fairly small-bore, with few likely impacts for most voters.




"When you have all this money to spend on litigation, you end up litigating less and less important stuff," said Derek Muller, a law professor at Notre Dame University.
The stakes would increase dramatically should Trump lose the election and then try to overturn the result. That's what he attempted in 2020, but the court system rejected him across the board. Trump and his allies lost more than 60 lawsuits trying to reverse President Joe Biden's win.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Whether they could be successful this year depends on the result of the election, experts said. A gap of about 10,000 votes -- roughly the number that separated Biden and Trump in Arizona and Georgia four years ago -- is almost impossible to reverse through litigation. A closer one of a few hundred votes, like the 547-vote margin that separated George W. Bush and Al Gore in Florida in 2000, is much more likely to hinge on court rulings about which ballots are legitimate.

    


"If he loses, he's going to claim that he won. That goes without saying," Rick Hasen, a law professor at the University of California, Los Angeles, said of Trump. "If it looks like what we had last time ... I expect we'll see the same kind of thing."
Trump has done nothing to discourage that expectation as he seeks his return to the White House. He has said he would accept the results of the election only if it's "free and fair," which raises the possibility it would not be, something he continues to falsely contend was the case in 2020. He also continued to insist that he could only lose due to fraud.
"The only way they can beat us is to cheat," Trump said at a Las Vegas rally in June.
To be clear, there was no widespread fraud in 2020 or any election since then. Reviews, recounts and audits in the battleground states where Trump disputed his loss four years ago all affirmed that Biden won, and Trump's own attorney general said there was no evidence that fraud tipped the election.

    


Trump installed his daughter-in-law, Lara Trump, as co-chair of the Republican National Committee, which then named attorney Christina Bobb as the head of its election integrity division. Bobb is a former reporter for the conservative One America News Network who has been indicted by Arizona's attorney general for being part of an effort to promote a slate of Trump electors in the state, even though Biden won it.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Echoing its presidential candidate, the RNC said it's trying to counter Democratic mischief.
"President Trump's election integrity effort is dedicated to protecting every legal vote, mitigating threats to the voting process and securing the election," RNC spokeswoman Claire Zunk said in a statement. "While Democrats continue their election interference against President Trump and the American people, our operation is confronting their schemes and preparing for November."
This time around, Democrats say they're prepared for whatever Trump and the RNC might do.

    


"For four years, Donald Trump and his MAGA allies have been scheming to sow distrust in our elections and undermine our democracy so they can cry foul when they lose," Jen O'Malley Dillon, Vice President Kamala Harris' campaign manager, said in a statement. "But also for four years, Democrats have been preparing for this moment, and we are ready for anything."
The highest-profile litigation so far has been in Georgia, over new rules from a Republican-appointed majority on the Georgia State Board of Elections that has echoed the former president's conspiracy theories about 2020. The rules could allow members of local election boards to try to refuse to certify elections, a gambit Trump supporters have tried, unsuccessfully, to reverse losses in 2020 and 2022.

    


A Trump-aligned group has sued to have courts declare that election board members have that power while Democrats have sued to overturn the new rules. Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger, a Republican, has questioned the wisdom of the board changing procedures so close to the election. Legal experts say the state board's rules conflict with longstanding Georgia law that certification is not optional.
Whether local boards delay or refuse to certify the results from this year's presidential election has been a growing concern, especially after a handful of local officials took that step during this year's primaries. But election experts say the fears of a certification crisis this fall are overblown, in large part because most state laws are clear that state or local boards must certify the official results brought to them by election offices. The courtroom remains the most important venue for candidates who want to challenge election results.
The litigation to date has often been about relatively esoteric matters, but some cases could have implications after November if Trump loses the election. The RNC has filed lawsuits in Michigan, Nevada and North Carolina alleging the states need to remove inactive or ineligible voters from their rolls. Late last month, Republicans sued North Carolina over a favorite issue -- the risk of noncitizens voting, which is rare. They contend the state wasn't doing enough to safeguard against it. 
So far none of the claims have succeeded. But if Trump loses the election in those states by a narrow margin, that sort of pre-election litigation could pave the way for him to claim in court that the vote was invalid.
The other area that could have ramifications in November and beyond is whether mail ballots arriving after Election Day can be counted. Nineteen states allow that as long as the ballots are sent before polls close. The RNC sued to overturn this provision in Nevada and Mississippi, but both cases were dismissed by judges.
The RNC has appealed those cases, and the first is scheduled to be heard by the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals later this month. It's the sort of issue that could end up before the U.S. Supreme Court. Some Trump allies in 2020 hoped the court would declare him the winner, but the late-arriving mail ballot litigation at the time showed the limits of that tactic.
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruled that the state had to count mail ballots that arrived up to four days after Election Day. Republicans then appealed that ruling to the nation's highest court, and late-arriving mail was counted separately in November 2020 while everyone waited for the Supreme Court to weigh in.
In the end, the Supreme Court didn't take up the case. Trump lost Pennsylvania by more than 80,000 votes, so the 10,000 late-arriving mail ballots wouldn't have even made a difference.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/election-2024-republicans-democrats-trump-lawsuits-2cebcee57ae7112efdd85386002e16ca



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Harris visits New Hampshire to tout her small business tax plan

    Harris visits New Hampshire to tout her small business tax plan

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Vice President Kamala Harris used a New Hampshire campaign stop to propose an expansion of tax incentives for small businesses, a plan that may soften her previous calls for wealthy Americans and large corporations to pay higher taxes.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she steps on stage to address a crowd, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, during a campaign stop, in North Hampton, N.H. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign stop at the Throwback Brewery, in North Hampton, N.H., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks with co-owners of Port City Pretzels, Eileen Marousek, left, as her mother, Suzanne Foley watches as she campaigns in Portsmouth, N.H., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign stop at the Throwback Brewery, in North Hampton, N.H., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris talks with co-owners of Port City Pretzels, Eileen Marousek, left, as her mother, Suzanne Foley watches as she campaigns in Portsmouth, N.H., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign stop at the Throwback Brewery, in North Hampton, N.H., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris used a campaign stop in New Hampshire on Wednesday to propose an expansion of tax incentives for small businesses, a pro-entrepreneur plan that may soften her previous calls for wealthy Americans and large corporations to pay higher taxes. 
Describing small businesses as "an essential foundation to our entire economy," Harris said she wants to expand from $5,000 to $50,000 tax incentives for startup expenses, with the goal of eventually spurring 25 million new small business applications over four years. 
The speech was part of Harris' effort to strengthen her economic credentials with only two months until the end of the election. 
"You're not only leaders in business. You're civic leaders," Harris said. She added, "You are part of the glue and the fabric that holds communities together."

    


The vice president spoke at the Throwback Brewery in North Hampton, outside Portsmouth, and met with co-founders Annette Lee and Nicole Carrier. Their brewery got support to open its current location through a small business credit and installed solar panels using federal programs championed by the Biden administration.




After that, Harris visited another women-owned small business, Port City Pretzels, which was founded in 2015 and had expanded out of its original, 500-foot facility into a larger location. One of the co-owners, Suzanne Foley, led Harris around brown boxes bearing the company's logo, some stacked head-high and waiting to be shipped to customers around the country. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Thank you for visiting our little company," said Foley, who beamed and chatted with Harris as the pair walked around the facility. At one point, the vice president asked of the pretzels "Is it a family recipe?" When the answer came back yes, she offered, "Is it a secret family recipe?" Foley responded, "It's not really, no."

    


Meanwhile, the campaign of Donald Trump, the former president and current Republican nominee, dismissed Harris' plan, noting that the vice president has promised to eliminate a package of tax cuts approved during his administration that are set to expire next year. Trump's campaign said those cuts "allowed business owners to deduct up to 20% of qualified business income," reduced taxes on new equipment purchases and took steps to bolster small businesses as compared to larger ones. 
Before talking about her small business plan, Harris addressed Wednesday's school shooting in Georgia.
"It's just outrageous that every day, in our country, in the United States of America, that parents have to send their children to school worried about whether or not their child will come home alive."
She added: "We've got to stop it. It doesn't have to be this way."
Harris' New Hampshire trip is a rare deviation for a candidate who is spending most of her time in Midwest and Sun Belt states with pivotal roles in November's election. 
Since President Joe Biden dropped his reelection bid and endorsed Harris, the vice president has focused on Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, which have been the centerpiece of successful Democratic campaigns. She also has frequently visited Arizona, Nevada and Georgia, all of which Biden narrowly won in 2020, and North Carolina, which she hopes to flip from Trump. 

    


Wednesday's stop came after Harris marked Labor Day with rallies in Detroit and Pittsburgh and before she was making her 10th visit to Pennsylvania of the year by heading back to Pittsburgh on Thursday. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Trump has called for lowering the corporate tax rate to 15% -- a break with Biden, who in his budget proposal in March suggested setting the corporate tax rate at 28%. Harris has released relatively few major policy proposals in the roughly six weeks since taking over the top of the Democratic ticket, but has not suggested she's planning to deviate greatly from Biden on tax policy.
Still, Harris also endorsed during her Wisconsin speech a tax of 28% on long-term capital gains for households with an annual income of $1 million or more. That marks a key difference with Biden -- who included a 39.6% rate in his proposed budget, while still calling for a higher rate. 

    


"We will tax capital gains at a rate that rewards investment in America's innovators," the vice president said. 
The plans Harris presented has lots that the business community would like. But they also contrast with another proposal Harris unveiled last month, where she promised to help fight inflation by working to combat "price gouging" from food producers that she suggests have driven grocery store prices up unnecessarily.
Harris has built her campaign around calls to grow and strengthen the nation's middle class -- and suggested that rich Americans and large corporations should pay higher taxes. She repeated that message Wednesday, saying "billionaires and big corporations must pay their fair share in taxes." 

    


"It's just not right that those who can most afford it are often paying a lower tax rate than our teachers and our nurses and our firefighters," she told the New Hampshire crowd.
Both nominees are using the week before their debate to sharpen their economic messages about who could do more for the middle class. Trump will address the Economic Club of New York on Thursday. They square off on the debate stage next week in Philadelphia. 
Biden, who built his campaign around promoting the middle class, won New Hampshire by 7 percentage points in 2020, but Trump came much closer to winning it against Hillary Clinton in 2016. The Harris campaign says it has 17 field offices operating in coordination with the state Democratic party across New Hampshire, compared to one for Trump's campaign.
Some of the state's Democrats were angry that Biden directed the Democratic National Committee to make South Carolina the first state to vote in the party's presidential primary this year -- displacing Iowa's caucus and a first-in-the-nation primary New Hampshire held for more than a century. 
Despite that, New Hampshire pressed ahead with an unsanctioned primary. Though Biden didn't campaign in it, or appear on the ballot, he still easily won via a write-in drive. 
Trump has seized on the primary calendar change, posting on his social media account that Harris "sees there are problems for her campaign in New Hampshire because of the fact that they disrespected it in their primary and never showed up." 
"Additionally, the cost of living in New Hampshire is through the roof, their energy bills are some of highest in the country, and their housing market is the most unaffordable in history," the former president wrote. 
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Harvey Weinstein won't face charges of indecent assault in Britain
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                    FILE - Harvey Weinstein appears in Manhattan Criminal Court, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, Pool, file)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Disgraced Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein won't face charges of indecent assault in Britain, prosecutors announced on Thursday.
The Crown Prosecution Service, which in 2022 authorized two charges of indecent assault against Weinstein, said it decided to discontinue proceedings because there was "no longer a realistic prospect of conviction.''
"We have explained our decision to all parties,'' the CPS said in a statement. ''We would always encourage any potential victims of sexual assault to come forward and report to police, and we will prosecute wherever our legal test is met."
Weinstein became the most prominent villain of the #MeToo movement in 2017 when women began to go public with accounts of his behavior. After the revelations emerged, British police said they were investigating multiple allegations of sexual assault that reportedly took place between the 1980s and 2015.

    


In June 2022, the Crown Prosecution Service said it had authorized London's Metropolitan Police Service to file two charges of indecent assault against Weinstein in relation to an alleged incident that occurred in London in 1996. The victim was in her 50s at the time of the announcement.




Unlike many other countries, Britain does not have a statute of limitations for rape or sexual assault.
Weinstein, who has denied that he raped or sexually assaulted anyone, remains in custody in New York while awaiting retrial in Manhattan, prosecutors said in August.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After the retrial, he is due to start serving a 16-year sentence in California for a separate rape conviction in Los Angeles, authorities said. Weinstein was convicted in Los Angeles in 2022 while already serving a 23-year sentence in New York. 
His 2020 conviction in Manhattan was thrown out earlier this year when the state's top court ruled that the judge in the original trial unfairly allowed testimony against Weinstein based on allegations that weren't part of the case.
Weinstein, the co-founder of the Miramax entertainment company and The Weinstein Company film studio, was once one of the most powerful people in Hollywood, having produced films such as "Pulp Fiction" and "The Crying Game."
___
Associated Press writer Brian Melley contributed to this report.
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The first 100,000 doses of mpox vaccine reach Congo. But it's a fraction of what is needed
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                                        KINSHASA, Congo (AP) -- The first batch of mpox vaccine arrived in Congo's capital on Thursday, the country's authorities said, three weeks after the World Health Organization declared mpox outbreaks in 12 African countries a global emergency.
The 100,000 doses of the MVA-BN vaccine, manufactured by the Danish company Bavarian Nordic, have been donated by the European Union through HERA, the bloc's agency for health emergencies. Another 100,000 are expected to be delivered on Saturday, the Congolese authorities said.
UNICEF is going to be in charge of the vaccination campaign in the most impacted provinces, Congo's Health Minister Roger Kamba told reporters after the delivery of the vaccine. But it remained unclear when the vaccination drive would begin.
About 380,000 doses of mpox vaccines have been promised by Western partners such as the European Union and the United States, Dr. Jean Kaseya, head of the Africa Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, told reporters last week. That is less than 15% of the 3 million doses authorities have said are needed to end the mpox outbreaks in Congo, the epicenter of the global health emergency.
Mpox, also known as monkeypox, had been spreading mostly undetected for years in Africa before the disease prompted the 2022 outbreak in more than 70 countries, Dr. Dimie Ogoina, the chair of WHO's mpox emergency committee told reporters last month.
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5 takeaways from AP's report on the big backlog of uninspected drug factories
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            An Associated Press analysis of FDA records found that government inspectors have not returned to nearly 2,000 factories due for a safety surveillance inspection. (AP Video: Shelby Lum; Mary Conlon; Ajit Solanki. Production: Shelby Lum)
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            FILE - A U.S. Food and Drug Administration building is seen behind FDA logos at a bus stop on the agency's campus in Silver Spring, Md., on Aug. 2, 2018. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            Commuters drive past the INTAS pharmaceutical manufacturing plant in Ahmedabad, India, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, which had produced tainted eyedrops which sickened more than 80 Americans, killing four of them and blinding more than a dozen others. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        5 takeaways from AP's report on the big backlog of uninspected drug factories

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    An Associated Press analysis of FDA records found that government inspectors have not returned to nearly 2,000 factories due for a safety surveillance inspection. (AP Video: Shelby Lum; Mary Conlon; Ajit Solanki. Production: Shelby Lum)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            FILE - A U.S. Food and Drug Administration building is seen behind FDA logos at a bus stop on the agency's campus in Silver Spring, Md., on Aug. 2, 2018. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - A U.S. Food and Drug Administration building is seen behind FDA logos at a bus stop on the agency's campus in Silver Spring, Md., on Aug. 2, 2018. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Commuters drive past the INTAS pharmaceutical manufacturing plant in Ahmedabad, India, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, which had produced tainted eyedrops which sickened more than 80 Americans, killing four of them and blinding more than a dozen others. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    Commuters drive past the INTAS pharmaceutical manufacturing plant in Ahmedabad, India, Friday, Aug. 2, 2024, which had produced tainted eyedrops which sickened more than 80 Americans, killing four of them and blinding more than a dozen others. (AP Photo/Ajit Solanki)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MATTHEW PERRONE and NICKY FORSTER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As COVID-19 swept across the globe in early 2020, the Food and Drug Administration pulled most of its safety inspectors from the field, creating a massive backlog of uninspected pharmaceutical plants in the U.S. and overseas.
Nearly five years later, The Associated Press wanted to assess the FDA's performance in catching up on inspections of factories that produce drugs used by millions of Americans.
The FDA keeps a list of drug facilities to inspect annually, prioritizing them based on their potential risks. But the list is confidential, so the AP created its own list by compiling public records of FDA inspections before COVID-19 and tracking which firms haven't received a follow-up.
Here are five takeaways from the AP's exclusive story:
The FDA hasn't returned to roughly 2,000 drug manufacturing plants since before the pandemic
The overdue drug plants identified by the AP represent about 42% of the firms that are currently registered to produce drugs for the U.S. and previously underwent FDA surveillance inspections before May 2019. The plants make hundreds of critical medicines, including antibiotics, blood thinners and cancer therapies.

    


Under FDA's own guidelines, factories that haven't been inspected in five or more years are considered a significant risk and are supposed to be prioritized for inspection.




While most of the overdue plants are in the U.S., more than 340 are in India and China, the main producers of generic drug ingredients for U.S. prescriptions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

FDA officials say the U.S. drug supply is "the safest on the planet." Because of its enormous inspection workload, the agency says it prioritizes facilities that pose the greatest risk to the public. The FDA has been using online tools and information from European regulators to supplement its efforts.
Drug inspections still haven't recovered from pandemic disruptions
The FDA has been ramping up inspections since 2021, concentrating on overseas plants. But the agency still isn't inspecting at the level it was before COVID-19. Last year's inspection numbers were down 40% from the prepandemic period, according to AP's analysis.

    


FDA staffers keep leaving the agency, hampering inspection efforts
The agency's work has been slowed by attrition, according to one senior official. A wave of departures before and after the pandemic has left the agency with a less experienced workforce.
"We aren't able to keep up with the pace of attrition and we have a number of investigators who are not as fully trained as their predecessors," said FDA Associate Commissioner Michael Rogers. "We continue to increase their experience and training to get this group of investigators up to the same level we were able to utilize pre-pandemic."
Vacancies persist among FDA's workforce
Despite years of recruitment efforts, the FDA still has more than 220 vacancies among its inspection workforce, according to agency records obtained by the AP. Today, the FDA's inspection team is 85% staffed, compared with more than 95% staffed in fiscal 2019. 
FDA staffers are uncovering serious problems as they return to overseas plants
When FDA inspectors do visit factories in India and other countries, they sometimes find egregious violations. 
An FDA inspector visiting Intas Pharmaceuticals in India, for example, witnessed a company employee "pouring acetic acid in a trash bin" to destroy company documents related to drug testing. The FDA issued a warning letter last year documenting a number of violations at the plant, including inadequate recordkeeping and manufacturing practices.

    


___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Pope and imam of Southeast Asia's largest mosque make joint call to fight violence, protect planet

    Pope and imam of Southeast Asia's largest mosque make joint call to fight violence, protect planet

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis has joined the grand imam of Southeast Asia's largest mosque in pledging to work together to fight religiously inspired violence and protect the planet. They issued a joint call for interfaith friendship and common cause at the heart of Francis' visit to Indonesia.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis met Indonesian President Joko Widodo at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in the capital Jakarta on Wednesday.
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            Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of harmony in diversity and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP video shot by Andi Jatmiko. Production by Maria Grazia Murru)
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            Pope Francis, right, kisses the right hand of the Grand Imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar after an interreligious meeting with religious leaders at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Aditya Aji /Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis waves to greet the crowd as he arrives at Madya Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            6 of 36 | 
            Devotees carrying hand fans printed with portraits of Pope Francis wait outside the Indonesian Bishops' Conference Headquarters to welcome the pope before his arrival for a meeting, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/ Tatan Syuflana)
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            7 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, center, and the Grand Imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar, left, pose for a family photo following an interreligious meeting with religious leaders at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Worshipers hold a painting as they wait for Pope Francis outside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim )
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            9 of 36 | 
            The Grand Imam Nasaruddin Umar, left, bids farewell to Pope Francis, as he leaves after signing the "Joint Declaration of Istiqlal 2024" at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            10 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis gestures as he interacts with the young people of Scholas Occurrentes at Grha Pemuda Youth Center in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, Pool)
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            11 of 36 | 
            Catholic worshipers wear raincoats as they attend the holy Mass led by Pope Francis at Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            People cheer as they wait for the arrival of Pope Francis before a mass at the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            13 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, left, blesses a beneficiary from charitable organizations at the Indonesian Bishops' Conference Headquarters in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)
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            14 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, center, accompanied by the grand imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar, right, and Archbishop of Jakarta Cardinal Ignatius Suharyo, visits the tunnel of friendship that connects Istiqlal Mosque and the Jakarta Cathedral as he arrives at the Istiqlal Mosque for an interreligious meeting in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Mast Irham/Pool Photo via AP)
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            15 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis and the Grand Imam Nasaruddin Umar, right, sign the "Joint Declaration of Istiqlal 2024" as they meet at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            16 of 36 | 
            The Grand Imam Nasaruddin Umar, right, listen to Pope Francis, after signing the "Joint Declaration of Istiqlal 2024" at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            17 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, left, and the grand imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar, right, attend an interreligious meeting at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            18 of 36 | 
            This shows a plaque signed by Pope Francis during his visit to the tunnel of friendship that connects the Istiqlal Mosque and the Catholic Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Mast Irham/Pool Photo via AP)
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            19 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, center, arrives at the Istiqlal Mosque for an interreligious meeting in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Mast Irham/Pool Photo via AP)
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            20 of 36 | 
            People cheer as they fill the stands ahead of the holy mass to be led by Pope Francis at Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara, Pool)
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            21 of 36 | 
            Catholic worshipers wear raincoats while attending the holy mass at a Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, as Pope Francis is visiting the country. (Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            22 of 36 | 
            Worshipers gather as they wait for Pope Francis outside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim )
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            23 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis signs a marble plaque as he leaves the Indonesian Episcopal Conference headquarters where he met with a group of sick people, people with disabilities and the poor, assisted by various charitable organizations linked to the Indonesian Episcopal Conference, in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            24 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, center, blesses a child as he arrives for a holy Mass at a stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)
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            25 of 36 | 
            The crowd greets Pope Francis as he arrives at Madya Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            26 of 36 | 
            The stage is seen set for the holy mass to be led by Pope Francis at Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara, Pool)
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            27 of 36 | 
            People wait for the arrival of Pope Francis before a mass at the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            28 of 36 | 
            Catholic worshipers attend the holy mass at a Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, as Pope Francis is visiting the country. (Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            29 of 36 | 
            People react as Pope Francis arrives at Madya Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            30 of 36 | 
            People sing together as Pope Francis arrives for a holy mass at the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            31 of 36 | 
            A girl reacts as Pope Francis arrives at Madya Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            32 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, helped on a wheelchair by assistant Piergiorgio Zanetti, arrives with his aide Bishop Diego Ravelli, right to preside over a memorial mass in the name of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta for some 60 thousand faithful inside Jakarta's Gelora Bung Karno stadium, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Francis traveled to Indonesia, at the start of an 11-day, four-nation trip to Asia and Oceania, to encourage Indonesia to combat religiously inspired violence and pledge the Catholic Church's commitment to greater fraternity. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            33 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis presides over a memorial mass in the name of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta for some 60 thousand faithful inside Jakarta's Gelora Bung Karno stadium, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Francis traveled to Indonesia, at the start of an 11-day, four-nation trip to Asia and Oceania, to encourage Indonesia to combat religiously inspired violence and pledge the Catholic Church's commitment to greater fraternity. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            34 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, is helped by his aide Bishop Diego Ravelli, center left, as he arrives to preside over a memorial mass in the name of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta for some 60 thousand faithful inside Jakarta's Gelora Bung Karno stadium, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Francis traveled to Indonesia, at the start of an 11-day, four-nation trip to Asia and Oceania, to encourage Indonesia to combat religiously inspired violence and pledge the Catholic Church's commitment to greater fraternity. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            35 of 36 | 
            A woman waves to Pope Francis displayed on a screen as he arrives for a holy mass at the Galora Bung Karno Main Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            36 of 36 | 
            People react as they wait for the arrival of Pope Francis before a holy mass at the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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        Pope and imam of Southeast Asia's largest mosque make joint call to fight violence, protect planet
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                                    Pope Francis has joined the grand imam of Southeast Asia's largest mosque in pledging to work together to fight religiously inspired violence and protect the planet. They issued a joint call for interfaith friendship and common cause at the heart of Francis' visit to Indonesia.
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                                    Pope Francis met Indonesian President Joko Widodo at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in the capital Jakarta on Wednesday.
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                                    Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of harmony in diversity and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP video shot by Andi Jatmiko. Production by Maria Grazia Murru)
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            4 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, right, kisses the right hand of the Grand Imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar after an interreligious meeting with religious leaders at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Aditya Aji /Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis, right, kisses the right hand of the Grand Imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar after an interreligious meeting with religious leaders at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Aditya Aji /Pool Photo via AP)
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            5 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis waves to greet the crowd as he arrives at Madya Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 36

                                    
                                    Pope Francis waves to greet the crowd as he arrives at Madya Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            6 of 36 | 
            Devotees carrying hand fans printed with portraits of Pope Francis wait outside the Indonesian Bishops' Conference Headquarters to welcome the pope before his arrival for a meeting, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/ Tatan Syuflana)
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                                    Devotees carrying hand fans printed with portraits of Pope Francis wait outside the Indonesian Bishops' Conference Headquarters to welcome the pope before his arrival for a meeting, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/ Tatan Syuflana)
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            7 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, center, and the Grand Imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar, left, pose for a family photo following an interreligious meeting with religious leaders at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis, center, and the Grand Imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar, left, pose for a family photo following an interreligious meeting with religious leaders at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            8 of 36 | 
            Worshipers hold a painting as they wait for Pope Francis outside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim )
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                                    Worshipers hold a painting as they wait for Pope Francis outside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim )
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            9 of 36 | 
            The Grand Imam Nasaruddin Umar, left, bids farewell to Pope Francis, as he leaves after signing the "Joint Declaration of Istiqlal 2024" at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    The Grand Imam Nasaruddin Umar, left, bids farewell to Pope Francis, as he leaves after signing the "Joint Declaration of Istiqlal 2024" at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            10 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis gestures as he interacts with the young people of Scholas Occurrentes at Grha Pemuda Youth Center in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, Pool)
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                                    Pope Francis gestures as he interacts with the young people of Scholas Occurrentes at Grha Pemuda Youth Center in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana, Pool)
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            11 of 36 | 
            Catholic worshipers wear raincoats as they attend the holy Mass led by Pope Francis at Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Catholic worshipers wear raincoats as they attend the holy Mass led by Pope Francis at Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            12 of 36 | 
            People cheer as they wait for the arrival of Pope Francis before a mass at the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    People cheer as they wait for the arrival of Pope Francis before a mass at the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            13 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, left, blesses a beneficiary from charitable organizations at the Indonesian Bishops' Conference Headquarters in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis, left, blesses a beneficiary from charitable organizations at the Indonesian Bishops' Conference Headquarters in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)
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            14 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis, center, accompanied by the grand imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar, right, and Archbishop of Jakarta Cardinal Ignatius Suharyo, visits the tunnel of friendship that connects Istiqlal Mosque and the Jakarta Cathedral as he arrives at the Istiqlal Mosque for an interreligious meeting in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Mast Irham/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis, center, accompanied by the grand imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar, right, and Archbishop of Jakarta Cardinal Ignatius Suharyo, visits the tunnel of friendship that connects Istiqlal Mosque and the Jakarta Cathedral as he arrives at the Istiqlal Mosque for an interreligious meeting in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Mast Irham/Pool Photo via AP)
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            15 of 36 | 
            Pope Francis and the Grand Imam Nasaruddin Umar, right, sign the "Joint Declaration of Istiqlal 2024" as they meet at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Pope Francis and the Grand Imam Nasaruddin Umar, right, sign the "Joint Declaration of Istiqlal 2024" as they meet at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            16 of 36 | 
            The Grand Imam Nasaruddin Umar, right, listen to Pope Francis, after signing the "Joint Declaration of Istiqlal 2024" at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis, left, and the grand imam of Istiqlal Mosque Nasaruddin Umar, right, attend an interreligious meeting at the Istiqlal Mosque in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            This shows a plaque signed by Pope Francis during his visit to the tunnel of friendship that connects the Istiqlal Mosque and the Catholic Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Mast Irham/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis, center, arrives at the Istiqlal Mosque for an interreligious meeting in Jakarta Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Mast Irham/Pool Photo via AP)
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            People cheer as they fill the stands ahead of the holy mass to be led by Pope Francis at Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara, Pool)
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            Catholic worshipers wear raincoats while attending the holy mass at a Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, as Pope Francis is visiting the country. (Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Worshipers gather as they wait for Pope Francis outside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024.(AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim )
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            Pope Francis signs a marble plaque as he leaves the Indonesian Episcopal Conference headquarters where he met with a group of sick people, people with disabilities and the poor, assisted by various charitable organizations linked to the Indonesian Episcopal Conference, in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis, center, blesses a child as he arrives for a holy Mass at a stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)
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            The crowd greets Pope Francis as he arrives at Madya Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            The stage is seen set for the holy mass to be led by Pope Francis at Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara, Pool)
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            People wait for the arrival of Pope Francis before a mass at the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Catholic worshipers attend the holy mass at a Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, as Pope Francis is visiting the country. (Ajeng Dinar Ulfiana/Pool Photo via AP)
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            People react as Pope Francis arrives at Madya Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            People sing together as Pope Francis arrives for a holy mass at the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            A girl reacts as Pope Francis arrives at Madya Stadium in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Tatan Syuflana)
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            Pope Francis, helped on a wheelchair by assistant Piergiorgio Zanetti, arrives with his aide Bishop Diego Ravelli, right to preside over a memorial mass in the name of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta for some 60 thousand faithful inside Jakarta's Gelora Bung Karno stadium, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Francis traveled to Indonesia, at the start of an 11-day, four-nation trip to Asia and Oceania, to encourage Indonesia to combat religiously inspired violence and pledge the Catholic Church's commitment to greater fraternity. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis presides over a memorial mass in the name of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta for some 60 thousand faithful inside Jakarta's Gelora Bung Karno stadium, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Francis traveled to Indonesia, at the start of an 11-day, four-nation trip to Asia and Oceania, to encourage Indonesia to combat religiously inspired violence and pledge the Catholic Church's commitment to greater fraternity. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis, is helped by his aide Bishop Diego Ravelli, center left, as he arrives to preside over a memorial mass in the name of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta for some 60 thousand faithful inside Jakarta's Gelora Bung Karno stadium, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. Francis traveled to Indonesia, at the start of an 11-day, four-nation trip to Asia and Oceania, to encourage Indonesia to combat religiously inspired violence and pledge the Catholic Church's commitment to greater fraternity. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            A woman waves to Pope Francis displayed on a screen as he arrives for a holy mass at the Galora Bung Karno Main Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            People react as they wait for the arrival of Pope Francis before a holy mass at the Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in Jakarta, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Pope Francis and the grand imam of Southeast Asia's largest mosque vowed Thursday to fight religiously inspired violence and protect the environment, issuing a joint call for interfaith friendship and common cause at the heart of Francis' visit to Indonesia.
A second highlight of the trip came later in the day when Francis celebrated a jubilant afternoon Mass in Jakarta's steamy stadium before an estimated 100,000 people who cheered wildly as he looped the track in his open-topped popemobile.
In the morning event at Jakarta's iconic Istiqlal Mosque, Francis presided over an interreligious gathering rich with symbolic meaning and personal touches. Present were representatives of the six religions that are officially recognized in Indonesia: Islam, Buddhism, Confucianism, Hinduism, Catholicism and Protestantism.

    


Francis and the grand imam, Nasaruddin Umar, stood at the ground-level entrance to the "Tunnel of Friendship," an underpass which connects the mosque compound with the neighboring Catholic cathedral, Our Lady of the Assumption.
Indonesia, which has the world's largest Muslim population, has held out the tunnel as a tangible sign of its commitment to religious freedom, which is enshrined in the constitution but has been challenged by repeated instances of discrimination and violence against religious minorities.




From January 2021 to July 2024, there were at least 123 cases of intolerance, including rejection, closure or destruction of places of worship and physical attacks, Amnesty International noted on the eve of Francis' visit.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Approaching the elevator to the tunnel, Francis said it was a potent sign of how different religious traditions "have a role to play in helping everyone pass through the tunnels of life with our eyes turned towards the light."
He encouraged Indonesians of every religious tradition to "walk in search of God and contribute to building open societies, founded on reciprocal respect and mutual love, capable of protecting against rigidity, fundamentalism and extremism, which are always dangerous and never justifiable." 

    


Francis traveled to Indonesia, the first leg on an 11-day, four nation journey through Southeast Asia and Oceania, to encourage it to combat religiously inspired violence and pledge the Catholic Church's commitment to greater initiatives of fraternity. 
The meeting at the mosque showed the personal side of the policy, with Francis and Umar -- the 87-year-old pope and the 65-year-old imam -- showing a clear affinity for one another. As Francis was leaving in his wheelchair, Umar bent down and kissed Francis on the head. Francis then grasped Umar's hand, kissed it and held it to his cheek.
Francis has made improving Catholic-Muslim ties a hallmark of his papacy and prioritizes travel to majority Muslim nations to further the agenda.
During a 2019 visit to the Gulf, Francis and the imam of Al-Azhar, the 1,000-year-old seat of Sunni learning, launched a "Human Fraternity" movement calling for greater Christian-Muslim efforts to promote peace around the world. More recently, Francis traveled to Najaf, Iraq, in 2021 to visit the top Shiite cleric, who delivered a message of peaceful coexistence.

    


The new initiative launched Thursday, called The Istiqlal Declaration, now becomes another pillar of Francis' interfaith push. It was signed by Francis and Umar at a formal ceremony in the tent on the Istiqlal Mosque compound. The other religious representatives at the encounter didn't co-sign it but were listed by organizers as having "accompanied" it.
The document said religion should never be abused to justify violence, but should instead be used to resolve conflicts and protect and promote human dignity. It also called for "decisive action" to protect the environment and its resources, blaming human-made actions for the current climate crisis.
"The human exploitation of creation, our common home, has contributed to climate change, leading to various destructive consequences such as natural disasters, global warming and unpredictable weather patterns," it read. "This ongoing environmental crisis has become an obstacle to the harmonious coexistence of peoples."

    


Fighting climate change has been an important priority for the Argentine Jesuit pope, who has issued encyclicals insisting on the moral case for caring for God's creation. The climate issue is of existential importance to Indonesia, a tropical archipelago stretching across the equator and home to the world's third-largest rainforest and a variety of endangered wildlife and plants.
Umar, the grand imam, recalled in his remarks to the gathering that Istiqlal Mosque was designed by a Christian architect and is used for a variety of social and educational programs that benefit everyone, not just Muslims.
Calling the mosque "a big house for humanity," he said the tunnel was a melting pot for people of different faiths. "We hope and have the principle that humanity is one, so anyone can enter and benefit," he said.

    


Khanit Sannano, the secretary general of Indonesia's Council of Buddhist Communities, recognized the value of showing Indonesia's unity to the leader of the world's Catholics.
"That's why on this day we come to support and pay respect to him," he said on the sidelines of the meeting.
The interfaith gathering was a centerpiece of Francis' Indonesia visit, which concluded with Mass in Jakarta's main stadium. There were so many people that Indonesian authorities put the overflow into another nearby stadium to watch the Mass on TV screens, which were also erected outside the grounds in a huge parking lot so passers-by could also follow the service.
The Vatican had originally expected it would draw some 60,000 people but the spokesman quoted local organizers as saying more than 100,000 had attended.
"Don't tire of dreaming and of building a civilization of peace," Francis said in an ad-libbed homily. "Be builders of hope. Be builders of peace."
Catholics represent about 3% of Indonesia's population of 275 million, but the country is home to the world's largest Catholic seminary and has long been a top source of priests and nuns for the Catholic Church.
"Viva Papa Francesco," the crowd chanted as Francis arrived for the service, held under a very humid 33 degrees Celsius (90 degrees Fahrenheit). The faithful, many decked out in matching T-shirts or caps, furiously waved fans to cool themselves. 
On Friday, Francis heads to Papua New Guinea for the second leg of his trip, one of the longest and farthest in papal history, which will also take him to East Timor and Singapore before it ends Sept. 13.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            FILE - Girls train for boxing at Ahmed Qayed school, where Olympic boxer Imane Khelif trained as a child, in Tiaret, Algeria, on Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul, File)
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            Olympic gold medalist in the the women's 66 kg boxing Algeria's Imane Khelif, center, smiles as she arrives home after returning from the 2024 Paris Olympic Games in Tiaret, Algeria, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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            FILE - Girls train for at Ahmed Qayed school, where Olympic boxer Imane Khelif trained as a child, in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul, File)
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            FILE - Girls train at Ahmed Qayed school, where Olympic boxer Imane Khelif trained as a youngster, in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul, File)
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            FILE - Girls train for at Ahmed Qayed school, where Olympic boxer Imane Khelif trained as a child, in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul, File)
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            FILE - Girls train at Ahmed Qayed school, where Olympic boxer Imane Khelif trained as a youngster, in Tiaret, Algeria, Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul, File)
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            An artist paints a portrait of Algerian boxer Imane Khelif before the women's 66-kg boxing Olympic final match in Bibane Mesbah, near Tiaret, Algeria, Friday , Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Anis Belghoul)
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                                        AIN TAYA, Algeria (AP) -- In the weeks since Algeria's Imane Khelif won an Olympic gold medal in women's boxing, athletes and coaches in the North African nation say national enthusiasm is inspiring newfound interest in the sport, particularly among women.
Khelif's image is practically everywhere, featured in advertisements at airports, on highway billboards and in boxing gyms. The 25-year-old welterweight's success in Paris has vaulted her to national hero status, especially after Algerians rallied behind her in the face of uninformed speculation about her gender and eligibility to compete.
Amateur boxer Zougar Amina, a medical student who's been practicing for a year, called Khelif an idol and role model.
"Since I've been boxing, my personality has changed: I'm more confident, less stressed," she said, describing the sport as "therapy to fight shyness, to learn to defend myself, to gain self-confidence."

    


In Ain Taya, the seaside town east of Algiers where Amina boxes, what local media have termed "Khelifmania" is on full display.
Behind a door wallpapered with a large photograph of the gold medalist, punching bags hang from the ceiling of the local gym, and young girls warm up near a boxing ring surrounded by shelves of masks, gloves and mouth guards.




The 23 young women and girls who train at the gym -- an old converted church -- all dream of becoming the next Khelif, their coach Malika Abassi said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Abassi said the women imitate Khelif's post-win celebrations, hopping around the boxing ring and saluting fans. She's worried that the interest in boxing will grow so rapidly that her gym won't be able to handle it.
"We're getting calls from parents wanting to sign up their daughters," she said. "I'm the only coach and our gym is small."
Algerians from all walks of life flocked to squares in the country's major cities to watch Khelif's matches broadcast on projectors. Khelif's story endeared her to the majority of the conservative country's population, although a few prominent imams and Islamist politicians have criticized the example she sets by wearing her boxing uniform and not a headscarf.

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


Still, Amina Abassi, another amateur boxer at the same gym unrelated to her coach, said she believes the deep well of support for Khelif will overwhelm any criticism.

    


"I'm convinced that even conservative families will allow their daughters to take up boxing," she said. "Imane has broken through the wall of false modesty and hypocrisy."
Noureddine Bouteldja, a former amateur boxer and sports journalist, said Khelif has transcended boxing and become a "social phenomenon" throughout Algeria thanks to her personal story and the scrutiny she faced from famous people around the world who -- unlike Algerians -- saw her advancing in the Olympics as part of the culture war over sex, gender and sport.
Algerians rallied behind Khelif in the face of criticism from Donald Trump, Elon Musk, J.K. Rowling and others who falsely claimed she was transgender. They largely interpreted attacks on her as attacks on their nation itself. And unlike much of the international community that coalesced behind Khelif, on social media most couldn't register the thought of a transgender athlete from Algeria.

    


"It's the victory of a woman who has shown extraordinary resilience and phenomenal strength of character in the face of the campaign to denigrate her gender," Bouteldja said. 
Boxing coaches and administrators said Khelif's rise from a poor child in rural central Algeria to worldwide fame has made her an inspirational figure. Mourad Meziane, head of the Algerian Boxing League, expects a huge spike in registration among young women at the start of this school year in mid September.
Algeria currently has 30 regional boxing leagues and 10,000 athletes participating nationwide, he said.
"The impact is inevitable and will only be very positive for women's boxing in Algeria," Meziane said.
Civil society figures and activists said the impact is also sure to reverberate far beyond the boxing ring.

    


Attorney Aouicha Bakhti said Khelif's story will have a lasting impact on Algerian culture and be a counterweight to strands of society that discourage women's participation in sports.
"This kind of epic helps society, ours in this case, which is in the process of retreating in the face of fundamentalist ideals," said Bakhti, a prominent feminist and political activist.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/algeria-boxing-imane-khelif-567f5ea9f008642010e6cf8fef7245c4
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            A month ago, a student-led movement ousted Bangladesh's prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, after weeks of protests and clashes that killed over 600 people and pushed the country to the brink of chaos. (AP video shot by Al Emrun Garjon)
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            FILE- Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaks during a press conference in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Jan. 6, 2014. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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            FILE- Activists clash with the police during a march to remember victims of recent countrywide clashes, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE- University students shout slogans during a protest to demand justice for the victims killed in the recent countrywide deadly clashes and ask for their campuses to be opened, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE- People run past a shopping center which was set on fire in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE- Protesters celebrate beside a defaced portrait of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina after news of her resignation, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora, File)
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            FILE- Anti-government protesters celebrate outside the Bangladesh Parliament after getting the news of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's resignation, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abid Hasan, File)
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            FILE- A policeman aims his weapon at protesters during a curfew imposed following violence during protests against Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her government, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE- In this Dec. 28, 2017, file photo, Bangladesh's former prime minister and Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) chairperson Khaleda Zia, center, leaves after a court appearance in Dhaka, Bangladesh. (AP Photo/A.M. Ahad, File)
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            FILE -Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus signs a document after taking the oath of office as the head of Bangladesh's interim government, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE- Protesters celebrate at the Parliament House premise after news of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's resignation, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora, File)
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            FILE- Protesters shout slogans as they celebrate Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's resignation, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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                                    A month ago, a student-led movement ousted Bangladesh's prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, after weeks of protests and clashes that killed over 600 people and pushed the country to the brink of chaos. (AP video shot by Al Emrun Garjon)
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            FILE- Bangladesh's Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaks during a press conference in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Jan. 6, 2014. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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            FILE- Activists clash with the police during a march to remember victims of recent countrywide clashes, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 12

                                    
                                    FILE- Activists clash with the police during a march to remember victims of recent countrywide clashes, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 12 | 
            FILE- University students shout slogans during a protest to demand justice for the victims killed in the recent countrywide deadly clashes and ask for their campuses to be opened, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, July 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE- People run past a shopping center which was set on fire in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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                                    FILE- People run past a shopping center which was set on fire in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE- Protesters celebrate beside a defaced portrait of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina after news of her resignation, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora, File)
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            FILE- Anti-government protesters celebrate outside the Bangladesh Parliament after getting the news of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's resignation, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Abid Hasan, File)
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            FILE- A policeman aims his weapon at protesters during a curfew imposed following violence during protests against Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her government, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 12 | 
            FILE- In this Dec. 28, 2017, file photo, Bangladesh's former prime minister and Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) chairperson Khaleda Zia, center, leaves after a court appearance in Dhaka, Bangladesh. (AP Photo/A.M. Ahad, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 12

                                    
                                    FILE- In this Dec. 28, 2017, file photo, Bangladesh's former prime minister and Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) chairperson Khaleda Zia, center, leaves after a court appearance in Dhaka, Bangladesh. (AP Photo/A.M. Ahad, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 12 | 
            FILE -Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus signs a document after taking the oath of office as the head of Bangladesh's interim government, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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            FILE- Protesters celebrate at the Parliament House premise after news of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's resignation, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Fatima Tuj Johora, File)
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            FILE- Protesters shout slogans as they celebrate Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's resignation, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Aug. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajib Dhar, File)
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                                        DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) -- A month ago, a student-led movement ousted Bangladesh's prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, after weeks of protests and clashes that killed over 600 people and pushed the country to the brink of chaos. 
What began as student protests over government jobs became a large-scale revolt against the country's longest-serving prime minister. 
Hasina, 76, fled to India on Aug. 5 as anger against her government swelled. But the ouster triggered more violence. Police went on strike and mobs rampaged across the country until a new interim government led by Nobel Peace Prize laureate Muhammad Yunus was sworn in. 
Here is where things stand now, a month after the country was roiled by its worst bloodshed in decades:
What is the interim government focused on?
Since he was sworn in, Yunus declared that his key tasks would be to restore peace and law and order, fight corruption, and prepare for new elections. 

    


His Cabinet, which includes two student leaders who spearheaded the protests, has fixed its sights on overhauling and reforming Bangladesh's institutions, from its courts and police to the Election Commission. To do this, it's also seeking support from the United Nations Development Program. 




Reforms have been a key priority as demonstrations against Hasina quickly escalated into anger against her increasingly autocratic rule. Her government had jailed opposition members, curbed independent media and curtailed civil society. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Protesters also accused Hasina's Awami League of corruption and said that public institutions, including the Election Commission, had been eroded under her 15-year rule. 
What Yunus needs is time. 
The 2006 Nobel Peace Prize laureate who pioneered microcredit to help impoverished people, especially women, asked for patience in an address to the nation. He said his Cabinet has worked hard to curb the violence and lawlessness that set in after Hasina was ousted. 

    


"I request everyone to be patient," he said. "It is one of our objectives that public institutions regain public trust."
What is the mood in Bangladesh? 
Unrest persists. Garment workers demanding better wages have forced about 100 factories to shut down and tensions are simmering, with lingering but widespread anger against Hasina and her Awami League. 
Hasina, now in self-imposed exile, is facing murder charges in more than 100 cases. Key officials perceived as close to her resigned after mass protests.
Many cases have also been registered against those associated with Hasina, her party or her government -- from former ministers and judges to journalists and even a prominent cricket player. They've been attacked, stopped from leaving the country and even jailed. Rights groups have also condemned these lump charges. 
Most of the cases are legally weak and politically driven, said Zillur Rahman, executive director of the Center for Governance Studies, a Dhaka-based think tank. 
This form of "vigilante justice" has sparked fears that "the system that Hasina perpetuated is still alive, just the victims have changed," Rahman said.
What about the students?
Within a week of unseating Hasina, the students who drove her out were directing traffic in the capital, Dhaka.

    


Some schools and universities have since reopened, including Dhaka University, which became the epicenter for the protests against Hasina. But things are not back to normal yet. 
Many heads of educational institutions have been forced to resign and in some cases, even though classes have formally restarted, few students are attending them. 
Still, many students remain optimistic about the interim government's potential to bring about real change.
Sneha Akter, a student at Dhaka University, believes the removal of those who were previously in power is the first step. 
"By replacing them, we are correcting past mistakes," she said. "It is not possible to change the entire country in one month. ... We need to give the government some time."
There are those who say the Yunus-led temporary government should remain in power until meaningful reforms are enacted, "whether that takes three months, three years or even six years," said Hafizur Rahman, another Dhaka University student. 

    


What's next?
There is a sense that normalcy is slowly returning -- Dhaka's streets are no longer a battleground between security forces and students. Internet is back on and a nationwide curfew with a shoot-on-sight order has been lifted. 
With much of the violence eased, there is hope for a new chapter. Shops, banks, hotels and restaurants are open, and police -- who went on strike over fears for their own safety -- are back at work. 
However, their morale is low. Officers are less visible on the streets and seemingly unwilling to tackle disturbances as their crackdown against the students remains fresh in the minds of many Bangladeshis. 
Dozens of police were killed during the uprising, their stations torched and looted. 
Another challenge is restoring the economy, which was disrupted by the weekslong shutdown during the uprising, sending prices of food and commodities soaring. 

    


The biggest question is: When will the new elections be held?
Some experts say the interim government doesn't have the mandate to enact major reforms and that it should focus on building consensus among political parties on reforms -- and schedule the polls. 
Hasina's Awami League has remained under the radar so far. 
Yunus is banking on the support he enjoys among the country's youth, but Michael Kugelman, director of the Wilson Center's South Asia Institute, says that support may have an expiration date. 
"If security continues to be a problem and economic relief is slow to come ... young people could grow impatient and anxious," Kugelman said. 
Hasina's chief opposition -- the Bangladesh Nationalist Party, or BNP -- is seen as having the greatest chance of winning the polls and has been pushing for the elections to happen soon. 
"That raises an unsettling question: What happens if the BNP, which has no formal role in the interim government, doesn't get the elections it wants to see soon?" Kugelman said. "Will it launch a movement? Will it trigger unrest?"
"That could pose new risks to law and order and deepen political uncertainty and volatility," he said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bangladesh-student-protests-hasina-yunus-what-now-cb3b0e6a651084f265fbb93dd55530ee
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A 14-year-old student fatally shot 4 people in a rampage at a Georgia high school, officials say
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            Authorities say a 14-year-old student opened fire at a Georgia high school and killed four people. The dead have been identified as two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School in Winder. (AP video by Sharon Johnson)
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            Hundreds gathered in downtown Winder for an ecumenical prayer vigilafter a 14-year-old student opened fire at a Georgia high school and killed four people on Wednesday, authorities said. (AP video by Erik Verduzco)
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            A Georgia high school was put on lockdown Wednesday after a shooting. Students evacuated to the football stadium
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            Authorities say one suspect is in custody after a shooting at a Georgia high school Wednesday left four people dead and at least nine injured.
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            Brandy Rickaba and her daughter Emilie pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners listen to a speaker during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mark Gorman holds a candle during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners hold candles during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Parents walk their child out of Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Students and parents walk off campus at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            A medical helicopter is seen in front of Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Students are evacuated to the football stadium after the school campus was placed on lockdown at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga., on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (WSB via AP)
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            People leave Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Ninth grader Jacob Fokuo describes the shooting at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. A shooting at the Georgia high school Wednesday caused an unknown number of injuries and a suspect was arrested in a chaotic scene. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 21 | 
            Police vehicles are seen outside Apalachee High School after a shooting there caused an unknown number of injuries and a suspect was arrested Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Students and parents walk off campus at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. A shooting at the Georgia high school Wednesday caused an unknown number of injuries and a suspect was arrested in a chaotic scene. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Dan Williamson prays during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                    Authorities say a 14-year-old student opened fire at a Georgia high school and killed four people. The dead have been identified as two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School in Winder. (AP video by Sharon Johnson)
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                                    Hundreds gathered in downtown Winder for an ecumenical prayer vigilafter a 14-year-old student opened fire at a Georgia high school and killed four people on Wednesday, authorities said. (AP video by Erik Verduzco)
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                                    A Georgia high school was put on lockdown Wednesday after a shooting. Students evacuated to the football stadium
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                                    Authorities say one suspect is in custody after a shooting at a Georgia high school Wednesday left four people dead and at least nine injured.
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners listen to a speaker during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mark Gorman holds a candle during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners hold candles during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Students and parents walk off campus at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            A medical helicopter is seen in front of Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Students are evacuated to the football stadium after the school campus was placed on lockdown at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga., on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (WSB via AP)
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            People leave Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Ninth grader Jacob Fokuo describes the shooting at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. A shooting at the Georgia high school Wednesday caused an unknown number of injuries and a suspect was arrested in a chaotic scene. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Police vehicles are seen outside Apalachee High School after a shooting there caused an unknown number of injuries and a suspect was arrested Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Students and parents walk off campus at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. A shooting at the Georgia high school Wednesday caused an unknown number of injuries and a suspect was arrested in a chaotic scene. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                    Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    20 of 21

                                    
                                    Mourners pray during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 21 | 
            Dan Williamson prays during a candlelight vigil for the slain students and teachers at Apalachee High School, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                        WINDER, Ga. (AP) -- A 14-year-old student opened fire at a Georgia high school and killed four people on Wednesday, authorities said, sending students scrambling for shelter in their classrooms -- and eventually to the football stadium -- as officers swarmed the campus and parents raced to find out if their children were safe. 
The dead were identified as two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School in Winder, about an hour's drive from Atlanta. Killed were two other 14-year-olds, Mason Schermerhorn and Christian Angulo, and instructors Richard Aspinwall and Christina Irimie, Georgia Bureau of Investigation Director Chris Hosey said in a nighttime news conference. 
At least nine other people -- eight students and one teacher -- were taken to hospitals with injuries. All were expected to survive, Barrow County Sheriff Jud Smith said.

    


The words "hard lockdown" appeared on a screen in junior Layla Ferrell's health class and lights began flashing. She and her frightened classmates piled desks and chairs in front of the door to create a barricade, she recalled.
Sophomore Kaylee Abner was in geometry class when she heard the gunshots. She and her classmates ducked behind their teacher's desk, and then the teacher began flipping the desk in an attempt to barricade the classroom door, Abner said. A classmate beside her was praying, and she held his hand while they all waited for police.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    





After students poured into the football stadium, Abner saw teachers who had taken off their shirts to help treat gunshot wounds.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Two school resource officers encountered the shooter within minutes after a report of shots fired went out, Hosey said. The suspect, a student at the school, immediately surrendered and was taken into custody. He is being charged as an adult with murder. Authorities said the weapon was an assault-style rifle.
The teen had been interviewed after the FBI received anonymous tips in May 2023 about online threats to commit an unspecified school shooting, the agency said in a statement.

    


The FBI narrowed the threats down and referred to the case to the sheriff's department in Jackson County, which is adjacent to Barrow County.
The sheriff's office interviewed the then-13-year-old and his father, who said there were hunting guns in the house but the teen did not have unsupervised access to them. The teen also denied making any online threats.
The sheriff's office alerted local schools for continued monitoring of the teen, but there was no probable cause for arrest to additional action, the FBI said.
Hosey said the state Division of Family and Children's Services also had previous contact with the teen and will investigate whether that has any connection with the shooting.
Authorities were still looking into how the suspect obtained the gun used in the shooting and got it into the school in Barrow County, a rapidly suburbanizing area on the edge of metro Atlanta's ever-expanding sprawl. 
At an afternoon news conference, Smith choked up as he began to speak. He said he was born and raised in the community and his kids are in the school system.

    


"My heart hurts for these kids. My heart hurts for our community," he said. "But I want to make it very clear that hate will not prevail in this county. I want that to be very clear and known. Love will prevail over what happened today."
It was the the latest among dozens of school shootings across the U.S. in recent years, including especially deadly ones in Newtown, Connecticut, Parkland, Florida, and Uvalde, Texas. The classroom killings have set off fervent debates about gun control and frayed the nerves of parents whose children are growing up accustomed to active shooter drills in classrooms. But they have done little to move the needle on national gun laws.
Before Wednesday, there had been 29 mass killings in the U.S. so far this year, according to a database maintained by The Associated Press and USA Today in partnership with Northeastern University. At least 127 people have died in those killings, which are defined as incidents in which four or more people die within a 24-hour period, not including the killer -- the same definition used by the FBI.

    


Last year ended with 217 deaths from 42 mass killings, making 2023 one of the deadliest years on record for such shootings in the country.
On Wednesday in Winder, Landon Culver, an 11th grader, said he had stepped out of his algebra class to get a drink of water when he heard shots and then saw someone wearing a black hoodie with a long gun.
"I didn't really stick around too long to look," he said.
Instead he ran back inside the classroom and locked the door. The class huddled in the back in the dark and waited for the rampage to end. Culver listened as gunshots rang out in the building.
"You're just wondering like, which one of those is going to be somebody that you're best friends with or somebody that you love?" he said.

    


Later police officers arrived and escorted the students out. As they were leaving the building, Culver saw "multiple people who had been shot."
"You hear about this kind of stuff, but you like never think it's going to happen to you until like it's happening."
When Erin Clark, 42, received a text from her son Ethan, a senior, saying there was an active shooter, she rushed from her job at the Amazon warehouse to the school. The two texted "I love you," and Clark prayed for her him as she drove.
With the main road to the school blocked, she parked and ran with other parents. They were directed to the football field, and amid the chaos, Clark found Ethan sitting on the bleachers. 
Clark said her son was writing an essay in class when he first heard gunfire. He worked with his classmates to barricade the door and hide.
"I'm so proud of him for doing that," she said. "He was so brave."
"It makes me scared to send him back," Clark said. "I don't know what I'm going to do."
Traffic going to the school was backed up for more than a mile as parents tried to get to their children. Barrow County schools will be closed for the rest of the week as they cooperate with the investigation, but grief counseling will be available.
"It's just outrageous that every day, in our country, in the United States of America, that parents have to send their children to school worried about whether or not their child will come home alive," Vice President Kamala Harris said during a campaign stop in New Hampshire.
In a message posted to social media, former President Donald Trump said: "These cherished children were taken from us far too soon by a sick and deranged monster." 
Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp, who canceled a speech planned for the Republican Jewish Coalition in Las Vegas and returned to the state, said in a statement: "This is a day every parent dreads, and Georgians everywhere will hug their children tighter this evening because of this painful event." 
Apalachee High School opened in 2000 and has about 1,900 students, according to records from Georgia education officials. 
On Wednesday evening, hundreds gathered in Jug Tavern Park in downtown Winder for a vigil. Volunteers handed out candles and also water, pizza and tissues. Some knelt as a Methodist minister led the crowd in prayer after a Barrow County commissioner read a Jewish prayer of mourning.
Some were clad in athletic gear from Apalachee's crosstown rival, Winder-Barrow High School. At the end of the vigil, someone released balloons in Apalachee's blue, gold and white. 
Sophomore Shantal Sanvee, who was in a classroom near the gunshots, said she saw "a whole lot of blood. And it was just, it was just horrible."
"I don't think I want to be here for like a long time now," Sanvee said. 
___
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of teacher Christina Irimie's first name and Richard Aspinwall's last name.
___
Associated Press journalists Sharon Johnson, Mike Stewart and Erik Verduzco in Winder; Beatrice Dupuy in New York; Russ Bynum in Savannah, Georgia; Charlotte Kramon, Kate Brumback and Jeff Martin in Atlanta, and Mark Thiessen in Anchorage, Alaska, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/georgia-high-school-lockdown-3969d34cf6a7adc787facf21c469ef4d
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            Chinese journalist Jia Jia talks with a friend at a bookstore in Tokyo, Japan, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Chinese journalist Jia Jia talks with a friend at a bookstore in Tokyo, Japan, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Chinese journalist Jia Jia talks with a friend at a bookstore in Tokyo, Japan, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Chinese journalist Jia Jia speaks during an interview at a bookstore in Tokyo, Japan, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Chinese journalist Jia Jia poses for a photo in front of a bookstore in Tokyo, Japan, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Du Hai, center, a Chinese ballet dancer who has made Japan his home, teaches a class at a studio in Ichikawa, east of Tokyo, Japan, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Du Hai, a Chinese ballet dancer who has made Japan his home, teaches a class at a studio in Ichikawa, east of Tokyo, Japan, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Du Hai, a Chinese ballet dancer who has made Japan his home, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press, at a studio in Ichikawa, east of Tokyo, Japan, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Du Hai, a Chinese ballet dancer who has made Japan his home, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press, at a studio in Ichikawa, east of Tokyo, Japan, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Du Hai, a Chinese ballet dancer who has made Japan his home, teaches a class at a studio in Ichikawa, east of Tokyo, Japan, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Du Hai, center, a Chinese ballet dancer who has made Japan his home, is reflected on a mirror as he teaches a class at a studio in Ichikawa, east of Tokyo, Japan, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Guo Yu, an engineer who retired early after working at ByteDance, the parent company of hit video-sharing app TikTok, and who lives in Japan, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Tokyo, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuri Kageyama)
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            Commuters walks past advertisements of Chinese restaurant and karaoke which are popular among Chinese living in Japan at Ikebukuro station Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            A sign in Chinese says " I miss you in Ikebukuro" at Ikebukuro district, popular among Chinese living in Japan Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            A canteen popular among Chinese living in Japan is seen Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            Commuters walk past a Chinese grocery store which is popular among Chinese living in Japan Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            A commuter rides past a billboard of a Sichuan restaurant, popular among Chinese living in Japan, is seen Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            Commuters walk past a Chinese grocery store which is popular among Chinese living in Japan, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            A banner of a shop says in Chinese "Chinese staff available, welcome questions in Chinese" at Ikebukuro district, popular among Chinese living in Japan, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            Du first visited Japan when he was 26. There was no intention to relocate at the time, but the doors opened when he was invited to join the Tetsuya Kumakawa's ballet company with his wife. AP video by Mayuko Ono


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        For many investors and intellectuals leaving China, it's Japan -- not the US -- that's the bigger draw

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 21 | 
            Chinese journalist Jia Jia talks with a friend at a bookstore in Tokyo, Japan, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Chinese journalist Jia Jia talks with a friend at a bookstore in Tokyo, Japan, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Chinese journalist Jia Jia speaks during an interview at a bookstore in Tokyo, Japan, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Chinese journalist Jia Jia poses for a photo in front of a bookstore in Tokyo, Japan, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Du Hai, center, a Chinese ballet dancer who has made Japan his home, teaches a class at a studio in Ichikawa, east of Tokyo, Japan, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Du Hai, a Chinese ballet dancer who has made Japan his home, speaks during an interview with the Associated Press, at a studio in Ichikawa, east of Tokyo, Japan, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Du Hai, a Chinese ballet dancer who has made Japan his home, teaches a class at a studio in Ichikawa, east of Tokyo, Japan, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Du Hai, center, a Chinese ballet dancer who has made Japan his home, is reflected on a mirror as he teaches a class at a studio in Ichikawa, east of Tokyo, Japan, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Shuji Kajiyama)
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            Guo Yu, an engineer who retired early after working at ByteDance, the parent company of hit video-sharing app TikTok, and who lives in Japan, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in Tokyo, April 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuri Kageyama)
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            Commuters walks past advertisements of Chinese restaurant and karaoke which are popular among Chinese living in Japan at Ikebukuro station Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            A sign in Chinese says " I miss you in Ikebukuro" at Ikebukuro district, popular among Chinese living in Japan Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            A canteen popular among Chinese living in Japan is seen Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            Commuters walk past a Chinese grocery store which is popular among Chinese living in Japan Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            A commuter rides past a billboard of a Sichuan restaurant, popular among Chinese living in Japan, is seen Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            Commuters walk past a Chinese grocery store which is popular among Chinese living in Japan, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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                                    Commuters walk past a Chinese grocery store which is popular among Chinese living in Japan, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            A banner of a shop says in Chinese "Chinese staff available, welcome questions in Chinese" at Ikebukuro district, popular among Chinese living in Japan, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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                                    Du first visited Japan when he was 26. There was no intention to relocate at the time, but the doors opened when he was invited to join the Tetsuya Kumakawa's ballet company with his wife. AP video by Mayuko Ono
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- One by one, the students, lawyers and others filed into a classroom in a central Tokyo university for a lecture by a Chinese journalist on Taiwan and democracy -- taboo topics that can't be discussed publicly back home in China.
"Taiwan's modern-day democracy took struggle and bloodshed, there's no question about that," said Jia Jia, a columnist and guest lecturer at the University of Tokyo who was briefly detained in China eight years ago on suspicion of penning a call for China's top leader to resign. 
He is one of tens of thousands of intellectuals, investors and other Chinese who have relocated to Japan in recent years, part of a larger exodus of people from China.
Their backgrounds vary widely, and they're leaving for all sorts of reasons. Some are very poor, others are very rich. Some leave for economic reasons, as opportunities dry up with the end of China's boom. Some flee for personal reasons, as even limited freedoms are eroded. 

    


----
EDITOR'S NOTE: This story is part of the China's New Migrants package, a look by The Associated Press at the lives of the latest wave of Chinese emigrants to settle overseas.




----
Chinese migrants are flowing to all corners of the world, from workers seeking to start businesses of their own in Mexico to burned-out students heading to Thailand. Those choosing Japan tend to be well-off or highly educated, drawn to the country's ease of living, rich culture and immigration policies that favor highly skilled professionals, with less of the sharp anti-immigrant backlash sometimes seen in Western countries.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jia initially intended to move to the U.S., not Japan. But after experiencing the coronavirus outbreak in China, he was anxious to leave and his American visa application was stuck in processing. So he chose Japan instead.
"In the United States, illegal immigration is particularly controversial. When I went to Japan, I was a little surprised. I found that their immigration policy is actually more relaxed than I thought," Jia told The Associated Press. "I found that Japan is better than the U.S."

    


It's tough to enter the U.S. these days. Tens of thousands of Chinese were arrested at the U.S.-Mexico border over the past year, and Chinese students have been grilled at customs as trade frictions fan suspicions of possible industrial espionage. Some U.S. states passed legislation that restricts Chinese citizens from owning property.
"The U.S. is shutting out those Chinese that are friendliest to them, that most share its values," said Li Jinxing, a Christian human rights lawyer who moved to Japan in 2022.
Li sees parallels to about a century ago, when Chinese intellectuals such as Sun Yat-sen, the founding father of modern China, moved to Japan to study how the country modernized so quickly. 
"On one hand, we hope to find inspiration and direction in history," Li said of himself and like-minded Chinese in Japan. "On the other hand, we also want to observe what a democratic country with rule of law is like. We're studying Japan. How does its economy work, its government work?"

    


Over the past decade, Tokyo has softened its once-rigid stance against immigration, driven by low birthrates and an aging population. Foreigners now make up about 2% of its population of 125 million. That's expected to jump to 12% by 2070, according to the Tokyo-based National Institute of Population and Social Security Research. 
Chinese are the most numerous newcomers, at 822,000 last year among more than 3 million foreigners living in Japan, according to government data. That's up from 762,000 a year ago and 649,000 a decade ago. 
In 2022, the lockdowns under China's "zero COVID" policies led many of the country's youth or most affluent citizens to hit the exits. There's even a buzzword for that: "runxue," using the English word "run" to evoke "running away" to places seen as safer and more prosperous.
For intellectuals like Li and Jia, Japan offers greater freedoms than under Chinese leader Xi Jinping's increasingly repressive rule. But for others, such as wealthy investors and business people, Japan offers something else: property protections.

    


A report by investment migration firm Henley & Partners says nearly 14,000 millionaires left China last year, the most of any country in the world, with Japan a popular destination. A major driver is worries about the security of their wealth in China or Hong Kong, said Q. Edward Wang, a professor of Asian studies at Rowan University in Glassboro, New Jersey. 
"Protection of private property, which is the cornerstone of a capitalist society, that piece is missing in China," Wang said.
The weakening yen makes buying property and other local assets in Japan a bargain.
And while the Japanese economy has stagnated, China's once-sizzling economy is also in a rut, with the property sector in crisis and stock prices stuck at the level they were in the late 2000s.

    


"If you are just going to Japan to preserve your money," Wang said, "then definitely you will enjoy your time in Japan."
Dot.com entrepreneurs are among those leaving China after Communist Party crackdowns on the technology industry, including billionaire Jack Ma, a founder of e-commerce giant Alibaba, who took a professorship at Tokyo College, part of the prestigious University of Tokyo.
So many wealthy Chinese have bought apartments in Tokyo's luxury high-rises that some areas have been dubbed "Chinatowns," or "Digital Chinatowns" -- a nod to the many owners' work in high-tech industries.
"Life in Japan is good," said Guo Yu, an engineer who retired early after working at ByteDance, the parent company of TikTok.
Guo doesn't concern himself with politics. He's keen on Japan's powdery snow in the winter and is a "superfan" of its beautiful hot springs. He owns homes in Tokyo, as well as near a ski resort and a hot spring. He owns several cars, including a Porsche, a Mercedes, a Tesla and a Toyota.
Guo keeps busy with a new social media startup in Tokyo and a travel agency specializing in "onsen," Japan's hot springs. Most of his employees are Chinese, he said.
Like Guo, many Chinese moving to Japan are wealthy and educated. That's for good reason: Japan remains unwelcoming to refugees and many other types of foreigners. The government has been strategic about who it allows to stay, generally focusing on people to fill labor shortages for factories, construction and elder care.
"It is crucial that Japan becomes an attractive country for foreign talent so they will choose to work here," Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said earlier this year, announcing efforts to relax Japan's stringent immigration restrictions.
That kind of opportunity is exactly what Chinese ballet dancer Du Hai said he has found. Leading a class of a dozen Japanese students in a suburban Tokyo studio one recent weekend, Du demonstrated positions and spins to the women dressed in leotards and toe shoes.
Du was drawn to Japan's huge ballet scene, filled with professional troupes and talented dancers, he said, but worried about warnings he got about unfriendly Japanese. 
That turned out to be false, he said with a laugh. Now, Du is considering getting Japanese citizenship. 
"Of course, I enjoy living in Japan very much now," he said. 
___
Kang reported from Beijing.
___
Yuri Kageyama is on X: https://twitter.com/yurikageyama

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/chinese-immigration-japan-opportunity-digital-chinatowns-99898105a2204d22669f6c693c58cbd5
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Opening statements are scheduled in the trial of a man who killed 10 at a Colorado supermarket
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            FILE - Tributes cover the temporary fence around the King Soopers grocery store in which 10 people died in a mass shooting in late March on Friday, April 23, 2021, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - Pictures of the 10 victims of a mass shooting in a King Soopers grocery store are posted on a cement barrier outside the supermarket in Boulder, Colo., on April 23, 2021. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - Ahmad Al Aliwi Alissa, accused of killing 10 people at a Colorado supermarket in March 2021, is led into a courtroom for a hearing, Sept. 7, 2021, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, Pool, File)
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            FILE - Pictures of the 10 victims of a mass shooting in a King Soopers grocery store are posted on a cement barrier outside the supermarket in Boulder, Colo., on April 23, 2021. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - Ahmad Al Aliwi Alissa, accused of killing 10 people at a Colorado supermarket in March 2021, is led into a courtroom for a hearing, Sept. 7, 2021, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, Pool, File)
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- Opening statements are scheduled Thursday in the trial of a mentally ill man who shot and killed 10 people at a Colorado supermarket in 2021.
Police say Ahmad Al Aliwi Alissa targeted people who were moving, both inside and outside the store in the college town of Boulder, killing most of them in just over a minute.
No one, including Alissa's lawyers, disputes he was the shooter. Alissa, who was diagnosed with schizophrenia after the shooting, has pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity so the three-week trial is expected to focus on whether or not he was legally sane -- able to understand the difference between right and wrong -- at the time of the shooting.
Alissa is charged with 10 counts of first-degree murder, multiple counts of attempted murder and other offenses, including having six high-capacity ammunition magazine devices banned in Colorado after previous mass shootings.

    


Prosecutors will have the burden of proving he was sane, attempting to show Alissa knew what he was doing and intended to kill people at the King Soopers store.
Why Alissa carried out the mass shooting remains unknown.




The closest thing to a possible motive revealed so far was when a mental health evaluator testified during a competency hearing last year that Alissa said he bought firearms to carry out a mass shooting and suggested that he wanted police to kill him. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The defense argued in a court filing that his relatives said he irrationally believed that the FBI was following him and that he would talk to himself as if he were talking to someone who was not there. However, prosecutors point out Alissa was never previously treated for mental illness and was able to work up to 60 hours a week leading up to the shooting, something they say would not have been possible for someone severely mentally ill.
Alissa's trial has been delayed because experts repeatedly found he was not able to understand legal proceedings and help his defense. But after Alissa improved after being forcibly medicated, Judge Ingrid Bakke ruled in October that he was mentally competent, allowing proceedings to resume.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/colorado-supermarket-shooting-ahmad-alissa-boulder-ca3da921bf27bf81ca257be070e2d754
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, reacts after defeating Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Iga Swiatek, of Poland hits the net with her racquet after losing a point to Jessica Pegula, of the United States during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, right, shakes hands after defeating Iga Swiatek, of Poland, left, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, reacts after defeating Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Jannik Sinner, of Italy, pumps his fist after winning a point against Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, leaps over the player's bench on a return against Jannik Sinner, of Italy, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, reacts after defeating Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            8 of 24 | 
            Iga Swiatek, of Poland, waves to the crowd after her loss to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Olympic gold medalist Simone Biles waves during a break in a match between Jessica Pegula, of the United States, and Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, returns to Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Iga Swiatek, of Poland, reaches out to hit a return to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis tournament, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, stretches for a return against Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Iga Swiatek, of Poland, returns to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, returns to Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            15 of 24 | 
            Jack Draper, of Great Britain, reacts after defeating Alex de Minaur, of Australia, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            16 of 24 | 
            Jack Draper, of Great Britain, right, hugs Alex de Minaur, of Australia, after winning their quarterfinal match of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, is checked by medical personnel during the second set against Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, waves to the crowd after defeating Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, is checked by medical personnel during the second set against Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            20 of 24 | 
            Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, reacts after defeating Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            21 of 24 | 
            Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, returns a shot to Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            22 of 24 | 
            Alex de Minaur, of Australia, returns a shot to Jack Draper, of Great Britain, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            23 of 24 | 
            Iga Swiatek, of Poland, right, reacts after losing a point to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, left, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            24 of 24 | 
            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, celebrates after defeating Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Iga Swiatek, of Poland hits the net with her racquet after losing a point to Jessica Pegula, of the United States during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, right, shakes hands after defeating Iga Swiatek, of Poland, left, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, reacts after defeating Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Jannik Sinner, of Italy, pumps his fist after winning a point against Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Daniil Medvedev, of Russia, leaps over the player's bench on a return against Jannik Sinner, of Italy, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, reacts after defeating Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Iga Swiatek, of Poland, waves to the crowd after her loss to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Olympic gold medalist Simone Biles waves during a break in a match between Jessica Pegula, of the United States, and Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, returns to Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Iga Swiatek, of Poland, reaches out to hit a return to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis tournament, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 24

                                    
                                    Iga Swiatek, of Poland, reaches out to hit a return to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis tournament, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 24 | 
            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, stretches for a return against Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Iga Swiatek, of Poland, returns to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, returns to Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Jack Draper, of Great Britain, reacts after defeating Alex de Minaur, of Australia, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Jack Draper, of Great Britain, right, hugs Alex de Minaur, of Australia, after winning their quarterfinal match of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, is checked by medical personnel during the second set against Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, waves to the crowd after defeating Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, is checked by medical personnel during the second set against Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, reacts after defeating Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, returns a shot to Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Alex de Minaur, of Australia, returns a shot to Jack Draper, of Great Britain, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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                                    Alex de Minaur, of Australia, returns a shot to Jack Draper, of Great Britain, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Iga Swiatek, of Poland, right, reacts after losing a point to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, left, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    23 of 24

                                    
                                    Iga Swiatek, of Poland, right, reacts after losing a point to Jessica Pegula, of the United States, left, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            24 of 24 | 
            Jessica Pegula, of the United States, celebrates after defeating Iga Swiatek, of Poland, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The questions wouldn't stop for Jessica Pegula: Why was she 0-6 in Grand Slam quarterfinals heading into her U.S. Open matchup against No. 1 Iga Swiatek? What could Pegula do to change that? 
Came up during her on-court interview after winning in the previous round. And again at the news conference that followed. And again during a brief TV interview right before striding onto the court at Arthur Ashe Stadium on Wednesday night.
If that all weighed on Pegula, the 30-year-old American hid it well, pulling off a big upset by easily beating Swiatek 6-2, 6-4 at Flushing Meadows and earning a debut trip to the semifinals at a major.
"There have been so many freaking times, and I just kept losing," said Pegula, who has won 14 of her past 15 matches, all on hard courts. "I know everyone keeps asking me about it, but I was like, 'I don't know what else to do. I just need to get there again and, like, win the match.' So thank God I was able to do it. And finally -- finally! -- I can say, 'Semifinalist.'"

    


She will face unseeded Karolina Muchova of the Czech Republic on Thursday for a berth in the final. 




Muchova, the runner-up to Swiatek at the 2023 French Open, made it to the final four in New York for the second consecutive year with a 6-1, 6-4 victory over No. 22 seed Beatriz Haddad Maia earlier Wednesday. Shortly after losing to Coco Gauff in last year's semifinals, Muchova had surgery on her right wrist, then was off the tour for about 10 months until returning this June.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That was the latest in a series of injuries for Muchova, who called it "one of the worst ones that I had."
"Doesn't seem to matter how many matches she's really gotten in; she seems to have good results no matter what. It's cool to kind of see her back, because I think she's really great for the game and the way she plays is really fun," said the No. 6-seeded Pegula, who defeated Muchova at the Cincinnati Open last month. "She's good, so talented, so skilled as a tennis player. Like, so complete. Doesn't have a ton of weaknesses."

    


The other women's match Thursday night also will feature an American making her major semifinal debut, No. 13 Emma Navarro, against No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka, who won the past two Australian Open titles. Sabalenka lost to Gauff in the 2023 final in New York; Navarro ended Gauff's title defense in the fourth round.
There are two Americans in the men's semifinals, too, and they'll face each other: No. 12 Taylor Fritz takes on No. 20 Frances Tiafoe on Friday.
This is the first time since the 2003 U.S. Open that multiple Americans reached both the women's and the men's semis.
The other men's semifinal will be No. 1 Jannik Sinner against No. 25 Jack Draper. Sinner defeated 2021 champion Daniil Medvedev 6-2, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4 on Wednesday night to reach the final four at Flushing Meadows for the first time. Draper eliminated Alex de Minaur in straight sets.
The lopsided nature of Pegula's win was surprising, but she did not think this day would never arrive.
"I knew I could do it," she said. "I just had to go out and execute my game and not get frustrated."

    


Swiatek served poorly in the first set and her forehand was a real problem, with 22 of her 41 unforced errors coming on that side. Pegula made only 22 unforced errors in all and used terrific defense to keep forcing Swiatek to hit an extra shot. 
"It's never easy to play against Jess. She has a tricky ball because it's pretty low and pretty flat," Swiatek said. "I just made too many mistakes."
Pegula also kept breaking serve against Swiatek, who counts the 2022 U.S. Open among her five Grand Slam titles and has led the WTA rankings for most of the past 2 1/2 years.
Entering Wednesday, Swiatek had lost just a pair of service games across four matches in the tournament, both in the first round -- and she didn't even face a single break point in any of her most recent three contests. That's all part of why the 23-year-old from Poland was listed as a -350 money-line favorite against Pegula, according to BetMGM Sportsbook.

    


But Pegula, whose parents own the NFL's Buffalo Bills and NHL's Buffalo Sabres, didn't have much trouble in that department, especially at the outset, breaking in each of Swiatek's initial two service games, which both ended with double-faults, and three of the first six. 
It helped that Swiatek was unable to properly calibrate her first serves early, putting just 2 of 12 -- 16.7% -- in play at the start, only 36% for the opening set.
"I didn't really understand why my serve wasn't working," Swiatek said.
Even as the games kept going in her favor, Pegula didn't show much perceptible emotion, whether grabbing a 4-0 lead just 21 minutes in or taking up that set, which was greeted with a slight shake of her left fist as she walked to her sideline seat.
Swiatek didn't hide her thoughts that well. She smacked her racket against the top of the net. She slapped her right thigh after a forehand flew wide to get broken yet again and trail 4-3 in the second set.

    


Fifteen minutes later, it was over. 
"I feel like when I have high expectations, I never perform well," Swiatek said. "(But) it's hard to have low expectations when everybody is expecting something from you."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/us-open-9-4-2024-live-updates-f2a30995515c89dabfbf4aa97d611642
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            Previously unseen home film footage of President John F. Kennedy's motorcade speeding down a Dallas freeway after he was fatally wounded will go up for auction later this month (AP Video: Kendria LaFleur)
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            An undated image released by RR Auction shows home film footage of President John F. Kennedy's motorcade speeding down a Dallas freeway to the hospital after he was fatally wounded on Nov. 22, 1963. The image comes from a home film taken by Dale Carpenter Sr., which will go up for auction later this month. (RR Auction via AP)
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            An undated image released by RR Auction shows home film footage of President John F. Kennedy's motorcade speeding down a Dallas freeway to the hospital after he was fatally wounded on Nov. 22, 1963. The image comes from a home film taken by Dale Carpenter Sr., which will go up for auction later this month. (RR Auction via AP)
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            FILE - In this Friday, Nov. 22, 1963 file photo, President John F. Kennedy slumps down in the back seat of the Presidential limousine as it speeds along Elm Street toward the Stemmons Freeway overpass in Dallas after being fatally shot. First lady Jacqueline Kennedy leans over the president as Secret Service agent Clint Hill pushes her back to her seat. (AP Photo/James W. "Ike" Altgens)
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            President John F. Kennedy's motorcade speeds down a Dallas freeway to the hospital after he was fatally wounded on Nov. 22, 1963. (Al Volkland, Dallas Times Herald Collection, Courtesy The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza via AP)
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            An undated image released by RR Auction shows a box of home film footage of President John F. Kennedy's motorcade speeding down a Dallas freeway to the hospital after he was fatally wounded on Nov. 22, 1963. The image comes from a home film taken by Dale Carpenter Sr., which will go up for auction later this month. (RR Auction via AP)
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            An undated image released by RR Auction shows home film footage of President John F. Kennedy's motorcade speeding down a Dallas freeway to the hospital after he was fatally wounded on Nov. 22, 1963. The image comes from a home film taken by Dale Carpenter Sr., which will go up for auction later this month. (RR Auction via AP)
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            Clint Hill, a member of the late First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy's secret service detail, speaks to the media after he laid a wreath on the JFK Tribute outside the Hilton Hotel on Friday, Nov. 22, 2013. (Joyce Marshall/Star-Telegram via AP)
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            FILE - A photo of President John F. Kennedy and flowers lay on a plaque at Dealey Plaza in Dallas, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2013. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)
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            File - In this Nov. 12, 2013 file photo, the former Texas School Book Depository building, left, now known as the Sixth Floor Museum overlooks Dealey Plaza in Dallas, where Lee Harvery Oswald fired from the building killing President John F. Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)
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            An undated image released by RR Auction shows home film footage of President John F. Kennedy's motorcade speeding down a Dallas freeway to the hospital after he was fatally wounded on Nov. 22, 1963. The image comes from a home film taken by Dale Carpenter Sr., which will go up for auction later this month. (RR Auction via AP)
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            FILE - In this Friday, Nov. 22, 1963 file photo, President John F. Kennedy slumps down in the back seat of the Presidential limousine as it speeds along Elm Street toward the Stemmons Freeway overpass in Dallas after being fatally shot. First lady Jacqueline Kennedy leans over the president as Secret Service agent Clint Hill pushes her back to her seat. (AP Photo/James W. "Ike" Altgens)
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            President John F. Kennedy's motorcade speeds down a Dallas freeway to the hospital after he was fatally wounded on Nov. 22, 1963. (Al Volkland, Dallas Times Herald Collection, Courtesy The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza via AP)
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            An undated image released by RR Auction shows a box of home film footage of President John F. Kennedy's motorcade speeding down a Dallas freeway to the hospital after he was fatally wounded on Nov. 22, 1963. The image comes from a home film taken by Dale Carpenter Sr., which will go up for auction later this month. (RR Auction via AP)
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            Clint Hill, a member of the late First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy's secret service detail, speaks to the media after he laid a wreath on the JFK Tribute outside the Hilton Hotel on Friday, Nov. 22, 2013. (Joyce Marshall/Star-Telegram via AP)
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            FILE - A photo of President John F. Kennedy and flowers lay on a plaque at Dealey Plaza in Dallas, Thursday, Nov. 21, 2013. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)
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            File - In this Nov. 12, 2013 file photo, the former Texas School Book Depository building, left, now known as the Sixth Floor Museum overlooks Dealey Plaza in Dallas, where Lee Harvery Oswald fired from the building killing President John F. Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- Newly emerged film footage of President John F. Kennedy's motorcade speeding down a Dallas freeway toward a hospital after he was fatally wounded will go up for auction later this month.
Experts say the find isn't necessarily surprising even over 60 years after the assassination.
"These images, these films and photographs, a lot of times they are still out there. They are still being discovered or rediscovered in attics or garages," said Stephen Fagin, curator at The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza, which tells the story of the assassination on Nov. 22, 1963.
RR Auction will offer up the 8 mm home film in Boston on Sept. 28. It begins with Dale Carpenter Sr. just missing the limousine carrying the president and first lady Jacqueline Kennedy but capturing other vehicles in the motorcade as it traveled down Lemmon Avenue toward downtown. The film then picks up after Kennedy has been shot, with Carpenter rolling as the motorcade roars down Interstate 35.

    


"This is remarkable, in color, and you can feel the 80 mph," said Bobby Livingston, executive vice president of the auction house.


The footage from I-35 -- which lasts about 10 seconds -- shows Secret Service Agent Clint Hill -- who famously jumped onto the back of the limousine as the shots rang out -- hovering in a standing position over the president and Jacqueline Kennedy, whose pink suit can be seen.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I did not know that there were not any more shots coming," Hill said. "I had a vision that, yes, there probably were going to be more shots when I got up there as I did."
The shots had fired as the motorcade passed through Dealey Plaza in front of the Texas School Book Depository, where it was later found that assassin Lee Harvey Oswald had positioned himself from a sniper's perch on the sixth floor. The assassination itself was famously captured on film by Abraham Zapruder.

    


After the shots, the motorcade turned onto I-35 and sped toward Parkland Memorial Hospital, where Kennedy would be pronounced dead. It was the same route the motorcade would have taken to deliver Kennedy to his next stop, a speech at the Trade Mart.
Carpenter's grandson, James Gates, said that while it was known in his family that his grandfather had film from that day, it wasn't talked about often. So Gates said that when the film, stored along with other family films in a milk crate, was eventually passed on to him, he wasn't sure exactly what his grandfather, who died in 1991 at age 77, had captured.
Projecting it onto his bedroom wall around 2010, he was at first underwhelmed by the footage from Lemmon Avenue. But then, the footage from I-35 played out before his eyes. "That was shocking," he said.
He was especially struck by Hill's precarious position on the back of the limousine, so around the time that Hill's book, "Mrs. Kennedy and Me," was published in 2012, Gates got in touch with Hill and his co-author, Lisa McCubbin, who became Lisa McCubbin Hill when she and Hill married in 2021. 
McCubbin Hill said it was admirable that Gates was sensitive enough to want Hill to see the footage before he did anything else with it. She said that while she was familiar with Hill's description of being perched on the limousine as it sped down the interstate, "to see the footage of it actually happen ... just kind of makes your heart stop."

    


The auction house has released still photos from the portion of the film showing the race down I-35 but is not publicly releasing video of that part.
Farris Rookstool III, a historian, documentary filmmaker and former FBI analyst who has seen the film, said it shows the rush to Parkland in a more complete way than other, more fragmented film footage he's seen. He said the footage gives "a fresh look at the race to Parkland," and he hopes that after the auction, it ends up somewhere where it can be used by filmmakers.
Fagin said the assassination was such a shocking event that it was instinctive for people to keep material related to it, so there's always the possibility of new material surfacing. 

    


He said historians had wondered for years about a man who can be seen taking photos in one of the photos from that day.
"For years we had no idea who that photographer was, where his camera was, where these images were," Fagin said.
Then, in 2002, Jay Skaggs walked into the museum with a shoebox under his arm. He was the photographer captured in the photo, and in that shoebox were 20 images from Dealey Plaza before and after the assassination, including the only known color photographs of the rifle being removed from the Texas School Book Depository building, Fagin said.
"He just handed that box to us," Fagin said.
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Israel's Netanyahu demands open-ended control of Gaza's border with Egypt
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            A narrow strip of scrubland and sand dunes on the Gaza side of the border with Egypt has emerged as a major obstacle in talks aimed at halting the Israel-Hamas war and freeing scores of hostages. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says that Israel must maintain control over the so-called Philadelphi corridor to prevent Hamas from replenishing its arsenal through what Israel says is a network of smuggling tunnels. (AP Video: Alon Bernstein)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu gestures in front of a map during a press conference at the Government Press office in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool via AP)
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            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu arrives for a press conference at the Government Press office in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stands before a map during a press conference at the Government Press office in Jerusalem, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Abir Sultan/Pool via AP)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Wednesday that Israel must keep open-ended control of Gaza's border with Egypt, digging in on his stance on an issue that has threatened to derail cease-fire efforts.
Netanyahu's comments came as the United States is developing a new proposal for a cease-fire and hostage release, hoping to break a long deadlock and bring an end to the nearly 11-month-old war.
The question of Israeli control of the Philadelphi corridor -- a narrow strip of land along Gaza's border with Egypt, seized by troops in May -- has become a central obstacle in the talks. Hamas has demanded an eventual full Israeli withdrawal from Gaza in the multi-phase truce deal.
Egypt, a mediator in the talks along with the U.S. and Qatar, has also demanded a concrete timeline for Israeli troops to leave the Philadelphi corridor. And on Wednesday, the United Arab Emirates, which established formal ties with Israel in the 2020 Abraham Accords, also criticized the Israeli stance.

    


Speaking to foreign journalists, Netanyahu repeated his stance that Israel must maintain its hold on the border to prevent Hamas from rearming by smuggling weapons into Gaza. He said it was a vital part of the war goal of ensuring Hamas cannot repeat its Oct. 7 attack on Israel.




"Gaza must be demilitarized, and this can only happen if the Philadelphi corridor remains under firm control," he said, claiming Israeli troops had discovered dozens of tunnels under the border.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said Israel would only consider withdrawing from the corridor when presented with an alternative force to police it.
"Bring me anyone who will actually show us ... that they can actually prevent the recurrence" of smuggling, he said. "I don't see that happening right now. And until that happens, we're there."
Families of remaining hostages have stepped up their demands that he agree to a deal after Hamas killed six hostages last week as Israeli troops appeared to be moving to rescue them. In angry public statements, hostage families have accused Netanyahu of blocking a deal and potentially sacrificing their loved ones' lives for the sake of holding the border strip. Hundreds of thousands of Israelis have taken to the streets in recent days, calling for a deal and saying time is running out to bring home the hostages alive.

    


Netanyahu pushed back against the pressure, saying his stance was necessary to "ensure Hamas doesn't pose a threat to Israel."
"I can understand the torment of families," he said. "But the responsibility of leaders is not merely to share the sentiment, the emotion, but also to exercise judgment."
Asked by journalists for a timeline on ending the war, he refused to give one. "How long can we do this? As long as it takes to achieve this victory. And I think we're getting a lot closer," he said.
Netanyahu repeatedly insisted holding the border would also pressure Hamas to release hostages. At one point, he erroneously claimed the invasion of Rafah in May forced Hamas' first release of hostages - which took place months earlier in November under a weeklong ceasefire deal. He then said the deal was "the result of our invasion, the military pressure we put on them."

    


The Palestinian news agency WAFA reported early Thursday that an Israeli drone strike killed five men and wounded another in a car in Tubas in the West Bank. 
The Israeli military said in a statement that it carried out "three targeted strikes on armed terrorists that posed a threat on the soldiers," without immediately elaborating. For more than a week, hundreds of Israeli forces have been carrying out the deadliest operation in the occupied West Bank since the Israel-Hamas war began.
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Lady Gaga, Joaquin Phoenix bring 'Joker: Folie a Deux' to Venice Film Festival
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            Lady Gaga brings fiance Michael Polansky to the red carpet, as she joins Joaquin Phoenix and director Todd Phillips for the world premiere of "Joker: Folie a Deux" at the Venice Film Festival. (Sep. 4)
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            The Venice Film Festival has welcomed Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix to the Lido as they prepare for the world premiere of "Joker: Folie a Deux" Wednesday evening.
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            Joaquin Phoenix discusses losing weight and having to perform more dance routines in "Joker: Folie a Deux," at Venice press conference. (Sept. 4)
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            At a Venice press conference for eagerly anticipated sequel movie "Joker: Folie a Deux," star Lady Gaga reveals why she had to retrain her singing voice in order to play comic book character Harley Quinn. (Sept. 4)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga, left, and Michael Polansky pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga, centre, upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga, centre, upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga, from left, director Todd Phillips, and Joaquin Phoenix upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga, left, and Michael Polansky pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Michael Polansky, left, and Lady Gaga upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Joaquin Phoenix, left, and Rain Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Joaquin Phoenix poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Joaquin Phoenix, left, and director Todd Phillips pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Venice Film Festival Artistic Director Alberto Barbera, from left, Lady Gaga and Pietrangelo Buttafuoco pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga brings fiance Michael Polansky to the red carpet, as she joins Joaquin Phoenix and director Todd Phillips for the world premiere of "Joker: Folie a Deux" at the Venice Film Festival. (Sep. 4)
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                                    The Venice Film Festival has welcomed Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix to the Lido as they prepare for the world premiere of "Joker: Folie a Deux" Wednesday evening.
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                                    Joaquin Phoenix discusses losing weight and having to perform more dance routines in "Joker: Folie a Deux," at Venice press conference. (Sept. 4)
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                                    At a Venice press conference for eagerly anticipated sequel movie "Joker: Folie a Deux," star Lady Gaga reveals why she had to retrain her singing voice in order to play comic book character Harley Quinn. (Sept. 4)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga, left, and Michael Polansky pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga, left, and Michael Polansky pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga, centre, upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga, centre, upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga, centre, upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga, centre, upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Director Todd Phillips, from left, Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga, from left, director Todd Phillips, and Joaquin Phoenix upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga, from left, director Todd Phillips, and Joaquin Phoenix upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga upon arrival for the press conference of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga, left, and Michael Polansky pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga, left, and Michael Polansky pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Michael Polansky, left, and Lady Gaga upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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                                    Michael Polansky, left, and Lady Gaga upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    22 of 27

                                    
                                    Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Joaquin Phoenix, left, and Rain Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Joaquin Phoenix, left, and Rain Phoenix pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Joaquin Phoenix poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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                                    Joaquin Phoenix poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Joel C Ryan/Invision/AP)
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            Joaquin Phoenix, left, and director Todd Phillips pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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                                    Joaquin Phoenix, left, and director Todd Phillips pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Venice Film Festival Artistic Director Alberto Barbera, from left, Lady Gaga and Pietrangelo Buttafuoco pose for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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            Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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                                    Lady Gaga poses for photographers upon arrival for the premiere of the film 'Joker: Folie A Deux' during the 81st edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)
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                                        VENICE, Italy (AP) -- Five years after " Joker " won the top prize at the Venice Film Festival, director Todd Phillips can't help but be a little nervous about returning with its sequel. 
"Joker: Folie a Deux," one of the festival's most anticipated films of the 81st edition of the festival, premiered Wednesday and theatergoers at the Sala Grande theater gave the movie and stars Joaquin Phoenix and Lady Gaga an 11-minute standing ovation.
"It feels right, it feels correct to be back in Venice. It felt like the logical launching off point for us," Phillips said ahead of the premiere. "On this one I'm a little more nervous. It's a lot easier to come into something as the insurgent rather than the incumbent."
A sequel was more a joke than an inevitability to Phillips and Phoenix while making the first movie. For one, Phoenix is not the kind of actor to jump at a "franchise." But then an idea emerged to explore the music that Phoenix's character, Arthur Fleck, is hearing in his head. It would have to be as bold, unexpected and audacious as the first, they thought.

    


That first film had resonated in a way that no one quite expected: It made over $1 billion at the box office and won Phoenix the best actor Oscar. One of its fans was Gaga, who said that it "really deeply moved me" and showed her something she had never seen before.




The streets outside the Sala Grande theater were packed with Gaga fans hoping to catch a glimpse of her on the red carpet. Gaga arrived wearing a Christian Dior Haute Couture gown and an elaborate Philip Treacy headpiece that was evocative of a funeral veil.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Joker: Folie a Deux" finds' Phoenix's Arthur Fleck institutionalized and awaiting trial for his crimes. The last film ended after he shoots late night host Murray Franklin (Robert De Niro) on live television, which has made him a God to a certain set, including Gaga's Harley Quinn who he meets in a different ward. The two fall immediately in love and take to song to express themselves.

    


Both Phoenix and Gaga sang live for the film, with a pianist just off camera who, she said, felt like another actor in the scene in a way.
"For me it was kind of about unlearning technique and forgetting how to breathe and allowing the song to come completely out of the character," Gaga said. "It gives the characters a way to express what they need to say."
Phoenix, who initially balked at the idea of singing live, added: "Part of the joy at least for me was taking these songs that were standards and trying to find a way that they were specific to the characters."
They also learned various choreography over the course of months for several different numbers, including a waltz in the rain. But even with the training and practice, they said, things had a tendency to change in the moment.
"We all really thrived in the moment and in the chaos of it all," Gaga said. "We had to find it every day. What was the truth of the scene, what was the honest moment."
She added: "You can learn a song, learn a routine for a dance ... but that's not always the most honest thing to do on camera."

    


Phoenix recently made headlines for leaving a Todd Haynes film several days before it was to start shooting. He declined to elaborate on the situation, saying it wouldn't be fair to the other creatives involved who were not available to comment. He also said he didn't want to focus on the weight he lost to play Arthur Fleck. During the press tour for the last film, he regretted speaking about it so much.
Gaga made a grand entrance to the Lido on Wednesday several hours before the red-carpet premiere. Fans and photographers clamored around the docks outside of the Excelsior Hotel hoping to catch a glimpse of her arriving. She popped her head out of the private water taxi, alongside Phillips and Phoenix, as fans nearby shouted "Gaga! Gaga! Gaga!" in unison. 
On the dock, she blew kisses to the excitable fans, stopped to sign several autographs, and accepted flowers from one eager onlooker. She wore an elegant black Dior Haute Couture dress, beret and sunglasses offsetting her blonde hair.

    


In a festival lineup full of major Hollywood stars, including the likes of Angelina Jolie, George Clooney and Brad Pitt, Gaga is in a class of her own with her knack for creating a memorable red carpet moment. 
Six years ago, for "A Star Is Born," she made a splash playing the part of the movie star -- and gave the festival some of its most iconic shots in recent memory. Remember her perched on the side of the private water taxi in that black Jonathan Simkhai bustier dress, blowing kisses to fans and photographers? Or her show-stopping pale pink feathered Valentino Couture gown that seemed to pop even more against the rainy backdrop?
Reviews for the new film will be out in a few hours, which could dictate the trajectory of the film for months to come and whether or not it is once again an Oscar contender or another billion-dollar box office hit.

    


The Joker sequel is competing again for the festival's main prizes against the likes of Pedro Almodovar's "The Room Next Door,"Luca Guadagnino's "Queer."Pablo Larrain's "Maria" and Halina Reijn's "Babygirl." Awards will be presented on the final day of the festival, Sept. 7.
"The hard part of this is you feel eyeballs on you," Phillips said. "You just have a different pressure."
___
More coverage of the 2024 Venice Film Festival: https://apnews.com/hub/venice-film-festival

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/joker-sequel-venice-film-festival-lady-gaga-c701580768b2487207e703a4d8236258
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland accused Russia Wednesday of using state media to enlist unwitting American influencers to spread disinformation ahead of the 2024 election.
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks before a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco, left, FBI Director Christopher Wray, center right, and Assistant Attorney General, National Security Division, Matthew Olsen, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco, left, and FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco, left, and FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland arrives for a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco, left, and FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                    Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks before a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco, left, FBI Director Christopher Wray, center right, and Assistant Attorney General, National Security Division, Matthew Olsen, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                    Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco, left, and FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                    Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco, left, and FBI Director Christopher Wray, right. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration seized Kremlin-run websites and charged two Russian state media employees in its most sweeping effort yet to push back against what it says are Russian attempts to spread disinformation ahead of the November presidential election.

The measures, which in addition to indictments also included sanctions and visa restrictions, represented a U.S. government effort just weeks before the November election to disrupt a persistent threat from Russia that American officials have long warned has the potential to sow discord and create confusion among voters. 

Washington has said that Moscow, which intelligence officials have said has a preference for Republican Donald Trump, remains the primary threat to elections even as the FBI continues to investigate a hack by Iran this year that targeted the presidential campaigns of both political parties.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



"The Justice Department's message is clear: We will have no tolerance for attempts by authoritarian regimes to exploit our democratic systems of government," Attorney General Merrick Garland said. 

One criminal case disclosed by the Justice Department accuses two employees of RT, a Russian state media company, of covertly funding a Tennessee-based content creation company with nearly $10 million to publish English-language videos on social media platforms including TikTok and YouTube with messages in favor of the Russia government's interests and agenda, including about the war in Ukraine.

The nearly 2,000 videos posted by the company have gotten more than 16 million views on YouTube alone, prosecutors said.





The two defendants, Kostiantyn Kalashnikov and Elena Afanasyeva, are charged with conspiracy to commit money laundering and violating the Foreign Agents Registration Act. They are at large. It was not immediately clear if they had lawyers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The Justice Department says the company did not disclose that it was funded by RT and that neither it nor its founders registered as required by law as an agent of a foreign principal.

Though the indictment does not name the company, it describes it as a Tennessee-based content creation firm with six commentators and with a website identifying itself as "a network of heterodox commentators that focus on Western political and cultural issues." 

    



That description exactly matches Tenet Media, an online company that hosts videos made by well-known conservative influencers Tim Pool, Benny Johnson and others. 

Johnson and Pool both responded with posts on X, the platform formerly known as Twitter, calling themselves "victims." Calling Russian President Vladimir Putin a "scumbag," Pool wrote that "should these allegations prove true, I as well as the other personalities and commentators were deceived."

In his post, Johnson wrote that he had been asked a year ago to provide content to a "media startup." He said his lawyers negotiated a "standard, arms length deal, which was later terminated."

    



Tenet Media's shows in recent months have featured high-profile conservative guests, including RNC co-chair Lara Trump, former Republican presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy and U.S. Senate candidate Kari Lake.

In the other action, officials announced the seizure of 32 internet domains that were used by the Kremlin to spread Russian propaganda and weaken international support for Ukraine. The websites were designed to look like authentic news sites but were actually fake, with bogus social media personas manufactured to appear as if they belonged to American users.

    



The Justice Department did not identify which candidate in particular the propaganda campaign was meant to boost. But internal strategy notes from participants in the effort released Wednesday by the Justice Department make clear that Trump was the intended beneficiary, even though the names of the candidates were blacked out. 

The proposal for one propaganda project, for instance, states that one of its objectives was to secure a victory for a candidate who is currently out of power and to increase the percentage of Americans who believe the U.S. has been doing too much to support Ukraine. President Joe Biden has strongly supported Ukraine during the invasion by Russia. 

Intelligence agencies have previously charged that Russia, which during the 2016 election launched a massive campaign of foreign influence and interference on Trump's behalf, was using disinformation to try to meddle in this year's election. The new steps show the depth of those concerns.

"Today's announcement highlights the lengths some foreign governments go to undermine American democratic institutions," the State Department said. "But these foreign governments should also know that we will not tolerate foreign malign actors intentionally interfering and undermining free and fair elections."

The State Department announced it was taking action against several employees of Russian state-owned media outlets, designating them as "foreign missions," and offering a cash reward for information provided to the U.S. government about foreign election interference.

It also said it was adding media company Rossiya Segodnya and its subsidiaries RIA Novosti, RT, TV-Novosti, Ruptly, and Sputnik to its list of foreign missions. That will require them to register with the U.S. government and disclose their properties and personnel in the U.S.

In a speech last month, Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said Russia remained the biggest threat to election integrity, accusing Putin and his proxies of "targeting specific voter demographics and swing-state voters to in an effort to manipulate presidential and congressional election outcomes." Russia, she said was "intent on co-opting unwitting Americans on social media to push narratives advancing Russian interests."

She struck a similar note Thursday, saying at an Aspen Institute event that the foreign influence threat is more diverse and aggressive than in past years.

"More diverse and aggressive because they involve more actors from more countries than we have ever seen before, operating in a more polarized world than we have ever seen before, all fueled by more technology and accelerated by technology, like AI, and that is what we have exposed in the law enforcement actions we took today," she said.

Much of the concern around Russia centers on cyberattacks and disinformation campaigns designed to influence the November vote. 

The tactics include using state media like RT to advance anti-U.S. messages and content, as well as networks of fake websites and social media accounts that amplify the claims and inject them into Americans' online conversations. Typically, these networks seize on polarizing political topics such as immigration, crime or the war in Gaza.

In many cases, Americans may have no idea that the content they see online either originated or was amplified by the Kremlin.

Groups linked to the Kremlin are increasingly hiring marketing and communications firms within Russia to outsource some of the work of creating digital propaganda while also covering their tracks, the officials said during the briefing with reporters.

Two such firms were the subject of new U.S. sanctions announced in March. Authorities say the two Russian companies created fake websites and social media profiles to spread Kremlin disinformation.

The ultimate goal, however, is to get Americans to spread Russian disinformation without questioning its origin. People are far more likely to trust and repost information that they believe is coming from a domestic source, officials said. Fake websites designed to mimic U.S. news outlets and AI-generated social media profiles are just two methods.

Messages left with the Russian Embassy were not immediately returned.

_____

Associated Press writers Dan Merica and Alanna Durkin Richer in Washington, Ali Swenson in New York and Alan Suderman in Richmond, Va., contributed to this report.
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            This combination photo shows Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at an event, Aug. 15, 2024, in Bedminster, N.J., left, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a campaign event in Raleigh, N.C., Aug. 16, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign stop at the Throwback Brewery, in North Hampton, N.H., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris has accepted the rules set forth for next week's debate with former President Donald Trump, although the Democratic nominee says the decision not to keep both candidates' microphones live throughout the matchup will be to her disadvantage.
The development, which came Wednesday by way of a letter from Harris' campaign to host network ABC News, seemed to mark a conclusion to the debate over microphone muting, which had for a time threatened to derail the Sept. 10 presidential debate at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia.
Harris' acceptance of the debate rules came as Trump -- using a night he had proposed as a debate with Harris on Fox News Channel -- instead participated in a solo town hall with host Sean Hannity in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, a version of debate preparation with a longtime ally who queried him about his plans to take on the Democratic nominee.

    


President Joe Biden's campaign had made the muting of microphones, except for the candidate whose turn it is to speak, a condition of his decision to accept any debates this year. Some aides have said they now regret that decision, saying voters were shielded from hearing Trump's outbursts during the June debate. A disastrous performance for the incumbent Democrat fueled his exit from the campaign.




Once Harris rose in Biden's stead and became their party's pick for president, her campaign had advocated for live microphones for the whole debate, saying previously that the practice would "fully allow for substantive exchanges between the candidates."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But on Wednesday, in a letter obtained by The Associated Press, Harris' advisers wrote that the former prosecutor will be "fundamentally disadvantaged by this format, which will serve to shield Donald Trump from direct exchanges with the Vice President." 
"We suspect this is the primary reason for his campaign's insistence on muted microphones," her campaign added.

    


Despite those concerns, Harris' campaign wrote, "we understand that Donald Trump is a risk to skip the debate altogether, as he has threatened to do previously, if we do not accede to his preferred format." So as not to "jeopardize the debate," Harris' campaign wrote, "we accepted the full set of rules proposed by ABC, including muted microphones."
According to an official with Harris' campaign, a pool of journalists will be on hand to hear what the muted candidate may be trying to say when his or her microphone is turned off. That detail was not in the full debate rules, also released Wednesday by ABC, which are essentially the same as they were for the June debate between Trump and Biden.
The network laid out parameters from the basic format -- 90 minutes, with two commercial breaks -- to specifications that moderators David Muir and Linsey Davis "will be the only people asking questions," perhaps hoping to avert a free-for-all between the candidates.
"Moderators will seek to enforce timing agreements and ensure a civilized discussion," the network noted.

    


The Harris campaign official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss planning around the debate, said a candidate who repeatedly interrupts will receive a warning from a moderator, and both candidates' microphones may be unmuted if there is significant crosstalk so the audience can understand what's happening.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


After a virtual coin flip held Tuesday and won by Trump, the GOP nominee opted to offer the final closing statement, while Harris chose the podium on the right side of viewers' screens. There will be no audience, written notes or any topics or questions shared with campaigns or candidates in advance, the network said.
In the town hall on Wednesday, Hannity steered Trump through many of the topics typical of the GOP nominee's campaign events, with a heavy focus on immigration, and posed questions after showing video clips of Harris in media interviews and other appearances. 
Trump also repeatedly returned his focus from Harris to Biden, calling Democrats' substitution of their top candidate "a coup" and saying he would have preferred a debate with Harris, rather than the town hall.

    


Asked about next week's debate, Trump repeated his former criticism of ABC as a "dishonest" and "unfair" network, also reiterating his previous claims that Harris' campaign is "going to get the questions in advance."
The location of Trump's town hall, coupled with next week's debate in Philadelphia, highlights the importance of battleground Pennsylvania, where 19 Electoral College votes are up for grabs in the November election.
___
Price reported from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. AP White House Correspondent Zeke Miller contributed to this report.
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP
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Right-wing influencers were duped to work for covert Russian influence operation, US says

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Attorney General Merrick Garland accused Russia Wednesday of using state media to enlist unwitting American influencers to spread disinformation ahead of the 2024 election.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- They have millions of followers online. They have been major players in right-wing political discourse since Donald Trump was president. And they worked unknowingly for a company that was a front for a Russian influence operation, U.S. prosecutors say.
An indictment filed Wednesday alleges a media company linked to six conservative influencers -- including well-known personalities Tim Pool, Dave Rubin and Benny Johnson -- was secretly funded by Russian state media employees to churn out English-language videos that were "often consistent" with the Kremlin's "interest in amplifying U.S. domestic divisions in order to weaken U.S. opposition" to Russian interests, like its war in Ukraine. 
In addition to marking the third straight presidential election in which U.S. authorities have unveiled politically charged details about Russia's attempted interference in U.S. politics, an indictment indicates how Moscow may be attempting to capitalize on the skyrocketing popularity of right-wing podcasters, livestreamers and other content creators who have found successful careers on social media in the years since Trump was in office.

    


The U.S. Justice Department doesn't allege any wrongdoing by the influencers, some of whom it says were given false information about the source of the company's funding. Instead, it accuses two employees of RT, a Russian state media company, of funneling nearly $10 million to a Tennessee-based content creation company for Russia-friendly content. 




After the indictments were announced, both Pool and Johnson issued statements on social media, which Rubin retweeted, saying they were victims of the alleged crimes and had done nothing wrong.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We still do not know what is true as these are only allegations," Pool said. "Putin is a scumbag."
In his post, Johnson wrote that he had been asked a year ago to provide content to a "media startup." He said his lawyers negotiated a "standard, arms length deal, which was later terminated."

    


Kostiantyn Kalashnikov and Elena Afanasyeva are charged with conspiracy to commit money laundering and violating the Foreign Agents Registration Act. They are at large, and it was not immediately clear if they had lawyers.
U.S. officials have previously warned of Russia's use of unwitting Americans to further influence operations in the 2024 election, but Wednesday's indictment is the most detailed description of those efforts to date. Intelligence officials have said Moscow has a preference for Trump.
Russian President Vladimir Putin authorized influence operations to help Trump in the 2020 election, while his 2016 campaign benefited from hacking by Russian intelligence officers and a covert social media effort, according to U.S. law enforcement and intelligence officials.
With the decline of traditional media like newspapers and limits on direct advertising on social media platforms, influencers are increasingly playing a key role in politics and shaping public opinion. Both the Republican and Democratic parties invited scores of influencers to their respective national conventions this summer. But with little to no disclosure requirements about who is funding influencers' work, the public is largely in the dark about who is powering the messaging online. 

    


Though the indictment does not name the Tennessee-based company, the details match up exactly with Tenet Media, an online media company that boasts of hosting "a network of heterodox commentators that focus on Western political and cultural issues." Tenet's website lists six influencers who provide content, including Pool, Johnson, Rubin, Lauren Southern, Tayler Hansen and Matt Christiansen.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Tenet Media's six main influencers have more than 7 million subscribers on YouTube and more than 7 million followers on X.
Fueled by public outrage and online fandom, the influencers who make up the bench of talent at Tenet Media have amassed millions of loyal followers who agree with their staunch conservatism and brazen willingness to voice controversial opinions. Their channels also have created communities for conservative Americans who have lost trust in mainstream media sources through Trump's 2020 loss and the COVID-19 pandemic. Several of them have faced criticism for spreading political misinformation.

    


The indictment shows that some of the influencers were paid handsomely for their work. One unidentified influencer's contract included a $400,000 monthly fee, a $100,000 signing bonus and an additional performance bonus. 
Tenet Media's shows in recent months have featured high-profile conservative guests, including Republican National Committee co-chair Lara Trump, former Republican presidential candidate Vivek Ramaswamy and U.S. Senate candidate Kari Lake. The nearly 2,000 videos posted by the company have gotten more than 16 million views on YouTube alone, prosecutors said.

    


Pool, a journalist-turned-YouTuber who first gained public attention for livestreaming the Occupy Wall Street protests, hosted Trump on his podcast earlier this year. 
Johnson is an outspoken Trump supporter and internet personality who was fired from BuzzFeed after the company found evidence he'd plagiarized other works.
Rubin was previously part of the liberal news commentary show "The Young Turks" but has since identified as a libertarian. He boasts the largest YouTube following of Tenet's influencer roster and hosts a show called "The Rubin Report." 
Tenet Media President Liam Donovan is the husband of Lauren Chen, a Canadian influencer who has appeared as a guest in several Tenet Media videos. Chen is affiliated with the conservative youth organization Turning Point USA and has hosted shows for the right-wing network Blaze Media. RT's website also lists her as a contributor of several opinion articles from 2021 and 2022.
___
Suderman reported from Richmond, Virginia. AP reporter Garance Burke contributed from San Francisco and researcher Rhonda Shafner contributed from New York.
___
The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    Stock market today: Wall Street extends losses as technology and energy stocks fall
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            People pass the New York Stock Exchange on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Peter Morgan)
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            An electronic stock board shows Japan's Nikkei index in Tokyo Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            A currency trader passes by a screen showing the Korea Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI), top left, and the foreign exchange rate between U.S. dollar and South Korean won, top center, at the foreign exchange dealing room of the KEB Hana Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Sept 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        U.S. stock indexes lost more ground Wednesday, with declines in the technology, energy and other sectors adding to Wall Street's losses a day after the market's worst skid in a month. 
The S&P 500 fell 0.2% following Tuesday's 2.1% drop. The Nasdaq composite shed 0.3%. The Dow Jones Industrial Average, however, managed a gain of 0.1%.
The market's latest pullback came as a government report showed job openings in the U.S. fell unexpectedly in July, a sign that hiring could cool in the coming months. 
The Labor Department reported that there were 7.7 million open jobs in July, down from 7.9 million in June and the fewest since January 2021. Openings have fallen steadily this year, from nearly 8.8 million in January. But overall, the report was mixed, with hiring having risen last month.
The employment market is being closely watched by investors and the Federal Reserve as a gauge of the economy's strength. Wall Street traders are anticipating that the Fed will start cutting its benchmark interest rate at its meeting later in September.

    


The central bank raised rates to a two-decade high in an effort to cool inflation. The rate of inflation has been steadily easing under the weight of the higher rates, while the broader economy has remained relatively strong. The Fed's goal was to tame inflation without stalling the economy into a recession. A weakening jobs market could raise concerns about slower economic growth ahead, but it could also mean less inflation pressure.




"Job vacancies declined, hires rose and quits were steady," said Carl Weinberg and Rubeela Farooqi, economists at High Frequency Economics, in a note. "There is no signal here of any sudden collapse of the labor market here or any imminent recession."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Technology stocks were the biggest weights on the market. Some of the bigger companies in the sector have an outsized impact on the broader market because of their large market values. Nvidia, with its $2.65 trillion market value, fell 1.7%. Apple fell 0.9% and Intel slid 3.3%. 

    


Energy stocks also helped pull the market lower. Exxon Mobil fell 1.2% as the price of U.S. crude oil fell below $70 a barrel.
Several health care companies also slumped. Eli Lilly and Co. fell 1.1%, Elevance Health dropped 2.7% and Centene slumped 8.7%.
Shares of U.S. Steel sank 17.5% after the Biden administration signaled it's open to formally blocking the company's acquisition by Nippon Steel of Japan. 
All told, the S&P 500 fell 8.86 points to 5,520.07. The Dow rose 38.04 points to 40,974.97. The Nasdaq lost 52 points to close at 17,084.30.
Several other reports this week will help give a clearer picture of the economy for the Fed and Wall Street.
The Institute for Supply Management will release its services sector index for August on Thursday. The services sector is the biggest component of the U.S. economy.
The U.S. will release its monthly jobs report for August on Friday. Economists polled by FactSet expect that report to show that the U.S. added 160,000 jobs, up from 114,000 in July and the unemployment rate edged lower to 4.2% from 4.3%. The report's strength, or weakness, will likely influence the Fed's plans for how it trims its benchmark interest rate. 

    


Traders are forecasting the Fed will cut its benchmark rate by 1% by the end of 2024. Such a move would require it to cut the rate by more than the traditional quarter of a percentage point at one of its meetings in the next few months.
Dollar Tree slumped 22.2% for the biggest drop among S&P 500 stocks after the discount retailer slashed its full-year earnings forecast. Hormel Foods fell 6.4% after the maker of Spam trimmed its revenue forecast for the year.
Department store operator Nordstrom slipped 0.2%. Members of the Nordstrom family offered to take the company private for $3.76 billion cash, months after first expressing interest in a buyout.
In the bond market, the yield on the 10-year Treasury fell to 3.76% from 3.83% late Tuesday. That's down from 4.70% in late April, a significant move for the bond market. The yield on the 2-year Treasury, which more closely tracks potential action from the Fed, fell to 3.76% from 3.87%.

    


The 10-year Treasury and 2-year Treasury are at their least inverted levels in more than two years. An inversion occurs when the shorter duration yield is higher than the longer duration yield. It has historically signaled a recession, though the current inversion has stood for more than two years amid a growing economy.
Markets in Europe and Asia fell. 
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The world is pumping out 57 million tons of plastic pollution a year
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            A new study finds that every year people create 57 million tons of plastic pollution. The material ends up everywhere, from the deepest oceans to the highest peak to inside people's bodies. More than two-thirds of it is in the Global South. (AP Video: Teresa de Miguel)
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            FILE - A man walks on a railway track littered with plastic and other waste materials on Earth Day in Mumbai, India, April 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool, File)
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            FILE - City workers remove garbage floating on the Negro River, which has a rising water level due to rain, in Manaus, Amazonas state, Brazil, June 6, 2022. (AP Photo/Edmar Barros, File)
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            FILE - A volunteer stands on top of a pile of rubbish collected that day while participating in the Plastic Cup event near Tiszaroff, Hungary, Aug. 2, 2023. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos, File)
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            FILE - A volunteer picks up trash on a river which is covered with trash at Pecatu, Bali, Indonesia, March 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Firdia Lisnawati, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            FILE - Nina Gomes recovers a discarded plastic bag from ocean waters, near Copacabana beach in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado, File)
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                                        The world creates 57 million tons of plastic pollution every year and spreads it from the deepest oceans to the highest mountaintop to the inside of people's bodies, according to a new study that also said more than two-thirds of it comes from the Global South.

It's enough pollution each year -- about 52 million metric tons -- to fill New York City's Central Park with plastic waste as high as the Empire State Building, according to researchers at the University of Leeds in the United Kingdom. They examined waste produced on the local level at more than 50,000 cities and towns across the world for a study in Wednesday's journal Nature. 

The study examined plastic that goes into the open environment, not plastic that goes into landfills or is properly burned. For 15% of the world's population, government fails to collect and dispose of waste, the study's authors said -- a big reason Southeast Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa produce the most plastic waste. That includes 255 million people in India, the study said.

    
        
            
                

            

        

    


Lagos, Nigeria, emitted the most plastic pollution of any city, according to study author Costas Velis, a Leeds environmental engineering professor. The other biggest plastic polluting cities are New Delhi; Luanda, Angola; Karachi, Pakistan and Al Qahirah, Egypt. 

India leads the world in generating plastic pollution, producing 10.2 million tons a year (9.3 million metric tons), far more than double the next big-polluting nations, Nigeria and Indonesia. China, often villainized for pollution, ranks fourth but is making tremendous strides in reducing waste, Velis said. Other top plastic polluters are Pakistan, Bangladesh, Russia and Brazil. Those eight nations are responsible for more than half of the globe's plastic pollution, according to the study's data.



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The United States ranks 90th in plastic pollution with more than 52,500 tons (47,600 metric tons) and the United Kingdom ranks 135th with nearly 5,100 tons (4,600 metric tons), according to the study. 





In 2022, most of the world's nations agreed to make the first legally binding treaty on plastics pollution, including in the oceans. Final treaty negotiations take place in South Korea in November.

    



The study used artificial intelligence to concentrate on plastics that were improperly burned -- about 57% of the pollution -- or just dumped. In both cases incredibly tiny microplastics, or nanoplastics, are what turn the problem from a visual annoyance at beaches and a marine life problem to a human health threat, Velis said.

Several studies this year have looked at how prevalent microplastics are in our drinking water and in people's tissue, such as hearts, brains and testicles, with doctors and scientists still not quite sure what it means in terms of human health threats. 

"The big time bomb of microplastics are these microplastics released in the Global South mainly," Velis said. "We already have a huge dispersal problem. They are in the most remote places ... the peaks of Everest, in the Mariana Trench in the ocean, in what we breathe and what we eat and what we drink."

    



He called it "everybody's problem" and one that will haunt future generations.

"We shouldn't put the blame, any blame, on the Global South," Velis said. "And we shouldn't praise ourselves about what we do in the Global North in any way."

It's just a lack of resources and ability of government to provide the necessary services to citizens, Velis said.

Outside experts worried that the study's focus on pollution, rather than overall production, lets the plastics industry off the hook. Making plastics emits large amounts of greenhouse gas that contribute to climate change.

"These guys have defined plastic pollution in a much narrower way, as really just macroplastics that are emitted into the environment after the consumer, and it risks us losing our focus on the upstream and saying, hey now all we need to do is manage the waste better," said Neil Tangri, senior director of science and policy at GAIA, a global network of advocacy organizations working on zero waste and environmental justice initiatives. "It's necessary but it's not the whole story."

    



Theresa Karlsson, science and technical advisor to International Pollutants Elimination Network, another coalition of advocacy groups on environment, health and waste issues, called the volume of pollution identified by the study "alarming" and said it shows the amount of plastics being produced today is "unmanageable."

But she said the study misses the significance of the global trade in plastic waste that has rich countries sending it to poor ones. The study said plastic waste trade is decreasing, with China banning waste imports. But Karlsson said overall waste trade is actually increasing and likely plastics with it. She cited EU waste exports going from 110,000 tons (100,000 metric tons) in 2004 to 1.4 million tons (1.3 million metric tons) in 2021.

    



Velis said the amount of plastic waste traded is small. Kara Lavender Law, an oceanography professor at the Sea Education Association who wasn't involved in the study, agreed, based on U.S. plastic waste trends. She said this was otherwise one of the more comprehensive studies on plastic waste.

Officials in the plastics industry praised the study.

"This study underscores that uncollected and unmanaged plastic waste is the largest contributor to plastic pollution and that prioritizing adequate waste management is critical to ending plastic pollution," Chris Jahn, council secretary of the International Council on Chemical Associations, said in a statement. In treaty negotiations, the industry opposes a cap on plastic production. 

The United Nations projects that plastics production is likely to rise from about 440 million tons (400 million metric tons) a year to more than 1,200 million tons (1,100 million metric tons, saying "our planet is choking in plastic."

___

Jennifer McDermott contributed from Providence, Rhode Island.

___

Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears

___

Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment

___

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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She made 'very demure' go viral. Now she wants to trademark its use
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                    FILE - This image released by Disney shows TikTok creator Jools Lebron, left, with talk show personality Guillermo Rodriguez on the set of "Jimmy Kimmel Live!," Aug. 19, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Randy Holmes/ABC-Disney via AP, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            WYATTE GRANTHAM-PHILIPS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- "Very demure, very mindful" has become the latest vocabulary defining the internet's summer. And TikTok creator Jools Lebron is working to trademark uses of her now-viral words.
Lebron filed to trademark "very demure very mindful" for various entertainment and advertising services, including the promotion of beauty products, last week with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Two filings dated Thursday are under her legal name, a representative for Lebron confirmed to The Associated Press.
Social media's love for "very demure" content started in early August, when Lebron took to TikTok to describe the hair and makeup she was wearing to work. Her delivery took off and she kept going, with "mindful" and "cutesy" flooding the internet as scores of fans, including big name celebrities, shared their own playful takes to describe just about any detail of day-to-day life.

    


Content creators can make meaningful income after gaining social media fame through avenues like direct brand sponsorships and viewer donations. And for Lebron, who is a transgender woman, her viral moment allowed her to finance the rest of her transition.




Trademarks, on the other hand, can help secure rights to maintain certain business down the road. Lebron's own trademark filings are still pending, and it could be a while before there's a final determination. But the move is particularly notable after several other individuals with no known connection to Lebron separately tried to register demure-related trademarks in an apparent effort to capitalize on the success of those phrases, much to the dismay of Lebron's fans.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The saga, while unfinished, has spotlighted the complex process of filing trademarks that capture a viral moment -- and the battle that social media content creators face to both get credit and find protections to monetize off the trends they popularize. 

    


Here's what you should know.
Can you trademark a viral phrase?
Yes. But in the U.S., there needs to be an attached commercial use.
"It's not just coming up with a phrase ... (or) using it on social media and making it go viral," said Alexandra J. Roberts, a professor of law and media at Northeastern University, explaining that there must be a connection to the sale of concrete goods or services. She calls trademarks a "source indicator," as they help consumers understand who is producing what they're buying now, but not necessarily who came up with a name in the first place.
The law is complicated, and trademarks are often determined on a case-by-case basis. Applications are specific to certain uses, allowing multiple brands to operate under similar names -- like Dove chocolate and Dove soap, or Delta Faucet and Delta Airlines. Courts greenlight this when it's assumed that consumers will easily be able to distinguish between such different products or services.
But a phrase or name that's strongly associated with a particular individual can sometimes supersede that. 
"Simplistically, the entire reason the trademark exists is to prevent consumer confusion," said Casey Fiesler, an associate professor of information science at the University of Colorado Boulder. "And if (someone else) created a social media marketing service and called it 'very demure, very mindful social media marketing,' that would confuse consumers because they're gonna think it's associated with (Jools Lebron)."

    


Trademarks should not be mixed up with copyright. Anyone who has ever made a unique TikTok, for example, owns the copyright to that video, Fiesler explains. But there are still limitations to what's copyrightable, and short phrases themselves almost never apply.
What options do content creators have to protect their work?
In today's ever-digitized world of online trends, creators are increasingly expressing concerns about getting credited for their work. And for something like trademark rights, experts stress it's a battle of both getting there first and having resources to see it through.
It's not uncommon to see a handful of trademark applications bubble up in the midst of a viral moment. Earlier this year, for example, a handful of trademark applications were filed after Hailey Welch, also now known as "Hawk Tuah Girl," became famous for using the phrase in a street interview.

    


Still, some phrases have been determined to be used too pervasively, making it harder for consumers to recognize it as a brand indicator. It can also be difficult when credit isn't given to the creator who starts a trend in the first place -- and experts note the consequences of that haven't been felt equally in the past.
Historically, young women of color who start a viral trend or put a new phrase on the map have often seen their work get appropriated online -- and potentially "get scooped" on trademark rights from someone with more resources, like connections to a lawyer, Roberts explained.
"There are a lot of stories of members of minoritized groups, and particularly women, coming up with new slang ... and then seeing that get co-opted by somebody else -- often a white guy, but not always ... (who) gets out there as the first to register and really make money off it," Roberts said.

    


Beyond trademark-specific disputes, Fiesler added that creators seeing their work stolen and reposted in other platforms for monetization continues to be a "huge problem" today, but she hopes the tide is starting to turn. That includes with Lebron, who has been so widely-credited for the "very demure" trend.
"I hope to continue to see there being very strong social norms that are enforcing this," Fiesler said. 

What's the status of other demure-related trademark filings?
Three applications that were submitted before Lebron's Thursday filings are still listed as live in the USPTO's records -- which would essentially make her "fourth in line" in consideration, Roberts said. 
But it's possible that others might later suspend their filings. And one of the applicants told NBC said that she filed in efforts to help Lebron hold on to trademark until she could transfer it.
What options does Lebron have?
Lebron's legal team could potentially fight off rival filings or strengthen her own by negotiating with other applicants and updating her filing to reduce any overlap. She could also oppose a rival application down the road on the grounds of false association.
The trademark process could outlast the trend itself, taking anywhere between six to nine months, and sometimes closer to a year. And that can drag out even further with a legal battle or requested extensions.
Still, Roberts stresses that Lebron can currently "do whatever she wants in terms of use" and start selling merchandise. 
There's also nothing stopping someone from putting "very demure, very mindful" on the front of a t-shirt -- as that technically qualifies as ornamental use, not trademark. 
But getting those words as a brand, seen on something like an attached clothing tag, is when trademark rights would kick in.
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JD Vance's Catholicism helped shape his views. So did this little-known group of Catholic thinkers

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks at a campaign event in Erie, Pa., Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        By his own account, Ohio Sen. JD Vance's 2019 conversion to Catholicism provided a spiritual fulfillment he couldn't find in his Yale education or career success. 
It also amounted to a political conversion. 
Catholicism provided him a new way of looking at the addictions, family breakdowns and other social ills he described in his 2016 bestselling memoir, "Hillbilly Elegy." 
"I felt desperate for a worldview that understood our bad behavior as simultaneously social and individual, structural and moral; that recognized that we are products of our environment; that we have a responsibility to change that environment, but that we are still moral beings with individual duties," he wrote in a 2020 essay. 
His conversion also put Vance in close touch with a Catholic intellectual movement, viewed by some critics as having reactionary or authoritarian leanings, that has been little known to the American public until Vance's rise to the national stage as the Republican vice presidential nominee.

    


These are not your father's Catholic conservatives.
The professors and media personalities in this network don't all agree on everything -- even on what to call themselves - but most go by "postliberal." Vance has used that term to describe himself, though the Trump-Vance campaign did not respond to questions about where Vance sees himself in the movement and whether he shares some of the beliefs promoted by many postliberals.




Postliberals do share some longstanding Catholic conservative views, such as opposition to abortion and LGBTQ+ rights.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But where Catholic conservatives of the past have seen big government as a problem rather than a solution, the postliberals want a muscular government -- one that they control.
They envision a counterrevolution in which they would take over government bureaucracy and institutions like universities from within, replacing entrenched "elites" with their own and acting upon their vision of the "common good."

    


"What is needed ... is regime change -- the peaceful but vigorous overthrow of a corrupt and corrupting liberal ruling class and the creation of a postliberal order," wrote Patrick Deneen, a prominent author in the movement, in his 2023 book, "Regime Change."
Vance has signaled his alignment with some of what Catholic postliberals advocate. He's said the next time his allies control the presidency or Congress, " we really need to be really ruthless when it comes to the exercise of power" and said Republicans should seize institutions, including universities "to make them work for our people." He's advocated for government policies to spur childbearing, a notion reflected in his digs at "childless cat ladies" with allegedly no stake in America's future.
Scholars who study this movement caution that Vance does his own thinking and doesn't necessarily embrace everything proposed by postliberals -- or by a subset of them known as integralists, who want a state working in tandem with the Catholic Church. The latter is not a label Vance has used for himself.

    


But Vance has spoken alongside prominent postliberals at public events and praised some of their work.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
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At an Ohio conference featuring a who's who of Catholic postliberals in 2022, he told fellow speakers he has "admired a lot of you from afar" as "some of the people who I think are most interesting about what's going on in this country."
Vance praised Deneen's book at a 2023 panel discussion with the author, a professor of political science at the University of Notre Dame.
Vance has also met privately with leading postliberals, who have posted photos of their gatherings on social media and cheered his vice presidential nomination.
Catholic journals for years have bristled with debates about postliberalism, but with little public attention -- in part because its adherents are few and its views are far from mainstream.
But now, postliberals have an avid listener in Donald Trump's running mate.
"You can go from people writing on an unusual Catholic theology blog to the vice presidential candidate in the course of less than a decade," said James Patterson, professor of politics at Ave Maria University in Florida. 

    


Vance's preoccupations show an influence from the movement, he said, citing his remarks about the childless.
"Most ordinary American Catholics would not treat a childless single woman with cats with this kind of contempt," Patterson said. Even if Vance is not steeped in the philosophy, Patterson added, "he is picking up on the postliberal vibe."
Some Catholics, including conservatives, have raised alarms about the company Vance has kept, saying postliberalism has historical connections to 20th century European movements that are associated with authoritarian regimes like Francisco Franco's in Spain.
"We're talking about people that prefer right-wing authoritarian regimes," Patterson said.

    


In a postliberal society, Patterson wrote in an August commentary in the online journal The Dispatch, citizens become "subjects" and personal liberties subjected to "administrative despotism."
Vance has recently tried to downplay his Catholicism's impact on policy-making.
Trump's Supreme Court appointees provided the crucial majority to overturn Roe v. Wade, which had legalized abortion nationwide. But the issue has become a political liability, with voters in several states rejecting abortion restrictions.
Vance had strongly opposed abortion, in the runup to his 2022 senatorial win, saying at one point that "two wrongs don't make a right" when referring to exceptions for rape and incest. The campaign said in an email Wednesday that he supports "reasonable" exceptions for rape, incest, and life of the mother.
But Vance has aligned with the Republicans' first post-Roe platform in 2024, in which it backed off from its longstanding support for nationwide abortion restrictions. He pledged he could "absolutely commit" that a Trump-Vance administration would not impose such an abortion ban.
Trump has spoken inconsistently about a ballot measure repealing Florida's ban on abortions after six weeks of pregnancy. 
After facing backlash from anti-abortion activists for seeming to indicate he would support the measure, Trump said he would oppose it.
The Catholic Church's U.S. bishops declared opposing abortion "our pre-eminent priority." 
Vance told the New York Post in August that Catholic social teaching "certainly influences how I think about issues." But he acknowledged "there are a lot of things the Catholic Church teaches that frankly, Americans would just never go for."
He added that in a democracy, "you have to give people their ability to have their own moral views reflected in public policy. There are a lot of non-Catholics in America and I accept that."
Julian Waller, a political science professor at George Washington University, said Vance has numerous influences outside of Catholic postliberalism -- from Trump-style populists to his mentor, tech billionaire Peter Thiel.
It remains to be seen whether Catholic postliberals would get prominent appointments in a Trump-Vance administration -- or even how often they'd get their calls returned.
"Someone like JD Vance can read them, be interested in them, attend talks, know them personally, get insights from them," Waller said. "But he's not on the hook to obey them."
For an example of what an administration using state power for postliberal ends might look like, Waller pointed to Florida and Gov. Ron DeSantis' efforts to rid public higher education of diversity initiatives and critical race theory.
"If you want the model for what someone like JD Vance is really interested in, it's probably the Florida model, forcefully changing institutions, capturing institutions," Waller said.
Postliberals' ideas vary, but there are common themes, said Kevin Vallier, author of " All the Kingdoms of the World," a 2023 book on the modern postliberal and integralist movements and their centuries-old roots.
Depending on who's talking, a postliberal regime change could involve encouraging childbearing, easing or removing church-state separation, banning pornography for adults and children alike, reimposing laws limiting business on the Sabbath, supporting private-sector unions and strengthening safety nets for the middle class. 
It's common to hear postliberals praising Hungary's nationalist prime minister, Viktor Orban, particularly for his use of financial incentives for families that have more babies. Orban has championed an "illiberal democracy,"  which includes restrictions on  immigration and LGBTQ+ rights.
Vance has praised Orban for Hungary's subsidies to married couples with children and for "smart decisions" in seizing control of universities.
Vance has echoed the regime-change rhetoric of using government, staffed by likeminded officials, for postliberal goals.
"You need to have a functional state that accomplishes some of the things that we care about. You need good people to go and work in that functional state," Vance said a 2022 conference at Franciscan University of Steubenville, Ohio. It featured prominent postliberals like Deneen and Harvard Law School professor Adrian Vermeule.
Vermeule has advocated for "common-good constitutionalism," in which the government enacts "strong rule in the interest of attaining the common good."
Deneen and Vermeule declined requests for interviews.
Vance's choice to speak at Steubenville underscored his affinity with postliberals, Vallier said.
"He could have given that talk anywhere," said Vallier, a professor at the Institute of American Constitutional Thought and Leadership at the University of Toledo in Ohio. "Why is he appearing with these intellectuals if he's not sympathetic to their ideas?"
Vance's religious journey began in a family that rarely went to church when he was young, he wrote in "Hillbilly Elegy." But he said his grandmother -- the most stable adult in his turbulent household -- regularly read the Bible and taught a Christianity that demanded hard work, forgiveness and hope.
For a time, the young JD embraced the strict biblical literalism of his father's Pentecostal church, crediting it as a stabilizing force, he wrote. 
But in college, Vance embraced what he later viewed as an arrogant and fashionable atheism.
Eventually, he wrote in a 2020 essay for the Catholic journal The Lamp, he concluded he "needed grace" to provide him the virtues to be a good husband and father.
"I needed, in other words, to become Catholic," he wrote.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/jd-vance-catholicism-postliberals-social-policy-7e37e43cb1976c516d642a95d495266a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Can the city of Savannah fine or jail people for leaving guns in unlocked cars? A judge weighs in

    Can the city of Savannah fine or jail people for leaving guns in unlocked cars? A judge weighs in

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            The J. Tom Coleman Courthouse is seen in Savannah, Ga., on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Russ Bynum)
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            FILE - Mayor Van Johnson speaks at a press conference, March 11, 2020, in Savannah, Ga. (AP Photo/Russ Bynum, File)
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                                        SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP) -- A Georgia gun owner's attorney asked a judge Wednesday to halt enforcement of a Savannah city ordinance that imposes fines and possibly jail time for people who leave guns inside unlocked cars.
The lawsuit by Clarence Belt could ultimately determine whether city officials successfully found a niche where they can legally regulate gun safety in a state where Republican lawmakers have widely abolished restrictions on owning and carrying firearms. 
Savannah's mayor and city council voted unanimously in April to outlaw keeping firearms in unlocked vehicles, with maximum penalties of a $1,000 fine and 30 days in jail. They said the law would make it harder for criminals to steal guns, and cited local police statistics showing more than 200 guns reported stolen last year from vehicles that weren't locked. 
Belt filed suit in May. He lives in Jesup, Georgia, about 66 miles (106 kilometers) southwest of Savannah, but says he frequently visits the coastal city for shopping, eating and doctor appointments. His lawyer, John Monroe, says Belt carries a gun in his vehicle and fears being cited.

    


"He's disabled and it's difficult for him to comply with the ordinance," said Monroe, who gave no further details about Belt's disability during a court hearing Wednesday. "He also doesn't want to comply with the ordinance."




Chatham County Superior Court Judge Benjamin Karpf didn't rule Wednesday on Belt's motion to halt enforcement of the Savannah ordinance while considering his underlying lawsuit that seeks to have it thrown out permanently. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Monroe said Savannah's ordinance should be voided because it violates a state law prohibiting local governments from regulating "the possession, ownership, transport, (or) carrying" of firearms.
Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr, a Republican, made the same argument in a May letter to Savannah officials stating that "no local ordinance can regulate firearms." City officials ignored Carr's warning that they could face civil liability for enforcing the ordinance.

    


Savannah Mayor Van Johnson, a Democrat and a former police officer, has supported the city's ordinance as a way to make gun owners act responsibly without infringing on their rights to own or carry firearms.
Bates Lovett, Savannah's city government attorney, noted in court Wednesday that the state law cited by Belt's lawyer and Carr doesn't expressly say local governments can't regulate gun storage. 
Lovett also argued that Savannah's ordinance isn't primarily about guns.
"We're regulating the vehicle, not the firearm," Lovett told the judge, adding that it's perfectly legal in Savannah to store a gun in a car. "But once you leave the vehicle, you must lock that vehicle."
Monroe said Georgia courts have struck down attempts by other local governments to "indirectly" regulate guns, and that any limitations on gun storage by cities should be considered illegal restrictions on possession and ownership. 
Savannah police had only issued three citations and one warning for guns left in unlocked cars as of Aug. 15, the Savannah Morning News reported. The police department did not immediately provide an updated total Wednesday to The Associated Press. 

    


Before deciding whether to block Savannah's gun ordinance, the judge said he first has questions about whether Belt has legal standing to sue the city because he's not a resident. He gave the lawyers until Sept. 16 to file written briefs on the issue.
Monroe said his client's residency shouldn't matter because Savannah's ordinance applies to residents and visitors. Belt did not attend the court hearing Wednesday.
If Karpf allows Belt's lawsuit to move forward, the judge predicted a protracted legal battle that could wind through multiple Georgia courts.
"I don't have any illusion about having the final word on this," Karpf said. 
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There's no X in Brazil. Celebrity fandom worldwide is in disarray
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            FILE - Actor Dianna Agron attends the Chanel Tribeca Festival luncheon to celebrate Through Her Lens: The Women's Filmmaker Program on June 7, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, FIle)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Ana Claudia, a salesperson at a cell phone case store located inside the bus station, shows the last X post she received before the social media platform was blocked nationwide in Brasilia, Brazil, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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            FILE - People attend the Comic Con Experience fair in Sao Paulo, Brazil on Dec. 6, 2018. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour on Friday, June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            Ana Claudia, a salesperson at a cell phone case store located inside the bus station, shows the last X post she received before the social media platform was blocked nationwide in Brasilia, Brazil, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Eraldo Peres)
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                                        It was a rapture and a revelation all at the same time.

En masse, celebrity stan accounts posted tearful farewells over the weekend as X was suspended in Brazil amid a showdown between Elon Musk and a Supreme Court justice. Many of their hundreds of thousands of followers learned only then that their favorite celebrity's most dedicated English-language fan accounts had actually been run by Brazilians.

It shouldn't have necessarily been a surprise -- "Come to Brazil" is a stalwart meme. Brazil's CCXP bills itself as the Americas' largest comic-con, drawing A-list Hollywood talent. The stars of the long-ended show "Everybody Hates Chris" are beloved. Brazil does fandom like no other, the avalanche of goodbyes unearthing a wide array of accounts for Taylor Swift, C-list celebrities and the long-dead alike.

"I came to realize how strong our digital power is in this last minute, because we tweet in English so people don't know that we are Brazilians. But we are a lot, we are everywhere," said Aianne Amado, a University of Sao Paulo doctoral candidate who studies Brazilian fandoms. "I think that we will be missed and it's not going to be the same network."






Meet the fans



Paola Strabelli didn't care much for reading. A few years ago, though, she saw "Vita and Virginia" and became entranced -- not with its lead actors, but with Virginia Woolf herself. 

She started to read Woolf voraciously, and created @botvirginia to share Woolf's quotes, amassing 115,000 followers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Strabelli, 26, told The Associated Press that, growing up, she didn't have many friends. In some ways, she said, her life began with online fandom -- first, through Katy Perry and the show "Once Upon A Time," and then Woolf. Online friendships translated into real life, and, for a year, she dated a girl she met through their shared passion.

The law student behind @agron_updates, dedicated to "Glee" actor Dianna Agron, never reckoned on disclosing her nationality. The 32-year-old from Brazil's center-west region requested anonymity for privacy, as she pursues government jobs. She was drawn to Agron because she thought the actor seemed "so kind." By 2016, annoyed with how Agron's fan accounts operated -- cropping out boyfriends, for example -- she co-founded an X account that grew to more than 7,600 followers.

    



All along, she's been careful to maintain a separation between her own feelings and the account's.

"Sometimes I will watch a movie and I think it's terrible, but I'll go on the account and say, 'Guys, it's amazing,'" she said. "I wasn't hoping to have to come out as a Brazilian."

Then there's @21metgala, run by two 18-year-old college students, Maria and Tamara. In three years, it's gained more than 175,000 followers and, unlike many stan accounts, covers general celebrity news (though they have a soft spot for Rihanna). Maria, who cited privacy in not wanting to publish her surname, said via WhatsApp that she was taken aback by the response to their departure.

"Most of our followers didn't know we were Brazilian, so it was a huge shock when we announced it," she wrote. Even Cardi B responded with distraught emojis.

Amado attributed Brazil's fervor for foreign entertainment to both its colonial history and the country's sheer diversity, noting its high consumption of Japanese otaku culture and its large population of Japanese descent.

    




Fandom is hard work



Fandom can often be derided with a condescension that belies the sheer amount of work that goes into maintaining these accounts.

"At first, I thought that fans were crazy. And, like, psychologically, I don't know, sick? ... And now, I've come to see that it's all about passion and effect and it's a very human behavior. Everybody's interested in something," be it cooking or canines, Amado said. "But for some reason, when you're interested in something in pop culture, people tend to think that is less than."

An academic from Belo Horizonte, Samira Spolidorio has studied fansubbing -- where devoted viewers come together to subtitle. She has a simple theory for why Brazilians are such engines of fandom, using a word that came up in interview after interview: Brazilians are just "passionate." They're also looking for a sense of belonging, she said.

    



Despite being grassroots efforts that drew no profit, fansubbing groups had "very strict rules" requiring volunteers to work overnight, Spolidorio said. A 40-minute episode required at least four people to subtitle and two to review -- there were style guides, too.

That commitment can exact a price. Before X's suspension, @agron_updates had an expiration date of Dec. 31. Running it was affecting its administrator's entire life, even leading to a breakup.

"One of the reasons was I was always on the phone, always checking for content," she told the AP. "It's kind of like a drug, it seizes something in your brain. You want to be first to post it."

"I've been unemployed for the past two years, and I have to study, I have to do something with my life," she added. "There's no way I can keep my life revolving around keeping a Twitter account for someone who -- I love Dianna, but she doesn't work."

    




What's next



In the past week, X alternative Bluesky has boosted its base by one-third, adding 2 million users, CEO Jay Graber told the AP. Around 90% are Brazilian and most activity is in Portuguese, she said Monday.

Brazilians using virtual private networks to bypass the suspension face steep fines, but @21metgala has been able to continue posting sporadically.

"Some Wi-Fi providers haven't fully blocked access yet, but it's very unstable," Maria wrote Monday. While they are on other platforms, @21metgala will certainly be back if X is unsuspended.

"Twitter was faster for posting photos, and Bluesky doesn't allow video posts yet, which is a bit of a challenge. We're not huge fans of Instagram because accounts can be easily taken down due to copyright issues," she wrote. (Video is coming to Bluesky, Graber says, "definitely sooner than months.")

For CCXP, the suspension doesn't pose much of a threat to the convention's success. In a statement, vice president for content Beto Fabri said they'd already "focused on valuing and building relationships with the geek community" on WhatsApp, Telegram, Facebook and their own platforms.

Not everyone plans to pivot. Despite having nearly 16,000 followers at @GALITZINEFOX, 23-year-old Alana Souza is relatively new to stanning actor Nicholas Galitzine. The advertising student from Recife became devoted after watching "Red, White & Royal Blue" last year. Given the amount of time she's spent on X, she's doesn't want to start over.

"If X doesn't get unsuspended in Brazil then that's gonna be the end of it," she wrote in an email, later adding that her absence "gives me the feeling of being disconnected from what's going on in the world."

Since Musk bought X, Strabelli has found it less fun. But it still had a cachet that, for her, can't be replicated. While she appreciates Instagram for letting her start over -- she can reuse quotes instead of scouring the internet for lesser-known scraps of Woolf's writing -- she finds it impersonal. There are many things she will miss about X, including her "gringo friends that are tweeting."

"I felt famous and wanted," she said. "And when I saw the replies, I don't know, I'm not going to lie, this ego bump was really nice."

    



___

Sen reported from New York. Associated Press journalist David Biller contributed reporting from Rio de Janeiro.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- For many musicians, a live album is an afterthought -- a way to quickly appease insatiable fans or make some easy money.
But when Adam Granduciel, the frontman of the anthemic rock band The War on Drugs, set out to make their newest live album announced Wednesday, it was a labor of love that is anything but quick or easy.
For "Live Drugs Again," out Sept. 13, Granduciel wanted to do justice to the ways in which the band has grown, both literally (they've added a member since their first live album was released in 2020) and figuratively as musicians who have honed their sound. So he combed through about 100 hours of recordings from their shows and even spliced different parts of the same songs together.
The album comes in tandem with the start of their co-headlining tour with The National, which kicks off Sept. 12 in New Hampshire. Granduciel spoke with The Associated Press about how performing a song live changes it, whether the band has new music in the pipeline and how he came to play guitar on Beyonce's "II Most Wanted."

    


The interview has been edited for clarity and brevity.


AP: Talk about what went into making this live record.
GRANDUCIEL: I think we used maybe like 50 shows total. There are a few songs where it's four shows spliced together, and part of that too is just having fun with the process. You know, you go into it remembering specific nights, like there are a few songs from a show in Bentonville, Arkansas, which is a town we had never been to in 20 years of being a band. And we kind of rolled into this town and it was this really beautiful little young artist student community. It was incredible. We had an amazing day and the show at night was outdoors, and it was just one of those memorable nights.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

You kind of start there, and then you get so deep into the process of mixing versions and maybe doing a little post-production, like all great live records do. I just wanted to put as much work into it as myself and the band put into our live show, you know, just the amount of time it takes to sort of hone a set, it's years really. And we wanted to kind of put that into the record.

    


AP: You're a bit of a gearhead. Did you use anything interesting for this album?
GRANDUCIEL: Well, unlike our first live record, we used a lot of the actual ambient mics that we recorded. Sometimes it can be tricky with phase and all this stuff. But for this one, we used a lot of the actual just source ambient mics so all the crowds are real to that moment. I think most live records these days are just going to be sort of put into digital spaces. You just have more control over everything. But this one, I think we had like 12 different ambient mics throughout the stage and the venues.
AP: Does the anticipation of performing your music inform your songwriting process at all? Do you factor in how it will sound live or do you just think about that part after?
GRANDUCIEL: Definitely after. I think things just naturally progress. And they sort of end up in a whole new place once the audience is part of the equation, you know? I mean, if we went back and made a re-recorded "Under the Pressure" the way we play it, it probably wouldn't be the same thing on a record. But whenever you come off a touring cycle and things reach that next tier from the band dynamically, it always informs the next thing you do.

    


AP: Do you have new music in the works?
GRANDUCIEL: In theory there is new music.
It's nice to be home for a bit and sort of get into the flow of everything when you start making a new one. We're always working, whether it's mixing live stuff or recording a new song or whatever.
AP: How did you end up playing guitar for "II Most Wanted," the Beyonce and Miley Cyrus duet?
GRANDUCIEL: I worked on my last two records with Shawn Everett. And he's producing Miley's new album. And he called me one day, and I was taking my kid and his friend to an indoor playground in North Hollywood. And he was like, "Do you want to come over tonight and play on this Miley song?" And I was like, "Yeah, definitely." And then on the way over, he was like, "I think it may be a Beyonce thing too. I'm not really sure." 
But it was very quick and I played on two songs. But I kind of thought it was gonna be submitted as a song, and then they would redo my parts or whatever, you know? And then literally five weeks later, I saw that it was like a Beyonce-Miley song. And I was in the parking lot on a Saturday night on Hollywood Boulevard at the studio, and it was like really loud. And I was like listening on my phone. I was like, "Is that the song?" And I was like, "Wait, that is the song I played on." And I texted Shawn and I was like, "Did they redo my guitar?" He's like, "No, that's your guitar." And I listened to it on the way home in my car and I was like, "This is amazing." I couldn't believe it.
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            A man walks on a damaged road following an Israeli army raid in Jenin, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Mourners carry the body of Loujain Muslah, 16, wrapped with Hamas flag during her funeral in the West Bank village of Kafr Dan near Jenin, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The Palestinian Health Ministry said a 16 year old Palestinian girl was shot dead Tuesday by Israeli fire in the northern West Bank village of Kufr Dan. The Israeli army did not respond to a request for comment about the shooting, which comes during a weeklong Israeli army operation in the north of the territory. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinians look at blood stains at the site of an Israeli army raid where Palestinians say two were killed near Tulkarem, West Bank, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. The dead were not immediately identified, but Israel launched a major offensive in the area last week in an operation it says is aimed against Palestinian militants. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A convoy of Israeli military armored vehicles is seen during an army raid in Tulkarem, West Bank, on Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A man waves the Palestinian flag as a convoy of Israeli military bulldozers drive by during an army raid in Jenin, West Bank, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Israeli security forces and rescue services check the scene of a shooting attack in the West Bank city of Tarkumiya, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. Israeli authorities said Palestinian gunmen killed several Israelis in a shooting attack in the occupied West Bank. Israel has been carrying out large-scale military raids in the territory in recent days. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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            Palestinian families walk along a street as they leave the West Bank Jenin refugee camp during an Israeli military operation, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Mourners carry the body of Loujain Muslah, 16, wrapped with Hamas flag during her funeral in the West Bank village of Kafr Dan near Jenin, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The Palestinian Health Ministry said a 16 year old Palestinian girl was shot dead Tuesday by Israeli fire in the northern West Bank village of Kufr Dan. The Israeli army did not respond to a request for comment about the shooting, which comes during a weeklong Israeli army operation in the north of the territory. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Palestinians look at blood stains at the site of an Israeli army raid where Palestinians say two were killed near Tulkarem, West Bank, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. The dead were not immediately identified, but Israel launched a major offensive in the area last week in an operation it says is aimed against Palestinian militants. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Israeli security forces and rescue services check the scene of a shooting attack in the West Bank city of Tarkumiya, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. Israeli authorities said Palestinian gunmen killed several Israelis in a shooting attack in the occupied West Bank. Israel has been carrying out large-scale military raids in the territory in recent days. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Illean)
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                                        For more than a week, hundreds of Israeli forces have carried out the deadliest operation in the occupied West Bank since the war in Gaza began. Their focus has been the Jenin refugee camp -- a bastion of Palestinian militancy that has grown more fervent since the Hamas attack on Israel that launched the war.
The fighting in Jenin accounts for 18 of the 33 Palestinians health officials say have been killed, most of whom the military says have been militants. Israel says its soldiers are dug in for battle with Hamas and other groups, meaning the death toll is likely to rise.
Israeli military officials say the operation targeting militants in Jenin, Tulkarem and the Al-Faraa refugee camp is necessary to curb recent attacks against Israeli civilians they say have become more sophisticated and deadly. One Israeli soldier has been killed in the operation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


The Jenin raid has been devastating for Palestinian civilians, too. Water and electric service have been cut, families have been confined to their homes and ambulances evacuating the wounded have been slowed on their way to nearby hospitals, as Israeli soldiers search for militants.




Here's what we know about the raid on Jenin:
A troubled city in the West Bank
Jenin has long been a flashpoint in the decades-old Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
It was originally established to house Palestinians who fled or were forced from their homes during the war surrounding Israel's creation in 1948. But over time the refugee camp morphed into a crowded, urban neighborhood that -- like the rest of the West Bank -- has been under Israeli military occupation since 1967. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2002, during the height of the second intifada, or uprising, Israeli forces flattened large sections of the impoverished city. The gunfighting that ensued killed 52 Palestinians and 23 Israeli soldiers, according to the United Nations.
In recent years, the Palestinian Authority, which administers urban pockets of the West Bank, has had a diminishing influence in Jenin. It is seen by many Jenin residents as a subcontractor of the occupation because it coordinates with Israel on security matters. On occasion, the authority's forces have clashed and exchanged fire with Palestinian militants.

    


The militant groups Palestinian Islamic Jihad and Hamas operate freely across Jenin, and fight together in Gaza, too. Jenin's streets are regularly lined with posters depicting slain fighters as martyrs to the Palestinian struggle, while young men carrying walkie-talkies patrol the alleys.
Since war broke out on Oct. 7, Israeli forces have stepped up their raids on Jenin, often launching drone strikes on targets there. But until the most recent raid, most had only lasted several hours, or at most a few days.
Also since Oct. 7, there has been a surge of violence by settlers against Palestinians in the West Bank, and an increase in the construction of settlements in the occupied territory.
More than 680 Palestinians in the West Bank have been killed since October, most by Israeli troops and some by settlers, according to local health officials. The Israeli army did not immediately respond to a query seeking the number of Israelis killed in the West Bank over the same period.

    


A longer Israeli raid, not a new strategy
In Jenin, armored vehicles have blocked entrances and exits, and bulldozers have plowed roads. Soldiers set up positions inside abandoned buildings, searched homes and traded fire with militants. Israeli forces surrounded hospitals, stopping ambulances carrying in waves of wounded to check if they were sheltering militants.
Israeli aims in Jenin are more modest than in Gaza, where it publicly pledged to wipe out Hamas' military capabilities in the enclave for good through a months-long campaign
In the West Bank, Israel is not aiming to entirely wipe out the militant activity concentrated in several of the territory's refugee camp's, said a military official who spoke on the condition of anonymity in line with military restrictions. Instead, the raids are intended to thwart pending attacks on Israeli civilians -- such as an attempted bombing in Tel Aviv claimed by Hamas in August and a shooting of an Israeli civilian in the Palestinian town of Qalqilya in June.

    


The military official said the operation across the West Bank involves fewer soldiers than a major raid on the Jenin camp before the war that killed 12. But he could not say when the raid would end.
Some analysts are skeptical the latest raid in Jenin would have any dramatic long-term impact, in terms of making Israel less vulnerable to West Bank militancy.
"The current escalation relies on intense efforts of Hamas and Iran and deep weakness of the PA -- which are not going to be changed," said Michael Milshtein, a former Israeli army intelligence officer who is now an analyst of Palestinian affairs at Tel Aviv University. "Another operation is a matter of time."

    


Ambulances inspected and hospitals surrounded
Jenin's residents have described scenes of destruction. They said some Israeli soldiers are moving from house to house, while others are digging up roads with armored bulldozers.
When asked, the army said its troops are clearing militant command centers scattered across the city and uprooting explosive devices buried underneath streets.
"They cut off the water, they cut off the electricity, they cut off the internet. We are ready to live by candlelight," said Jenin resident Mohannad Hajj Hussein.
Oroba al-Shalabi said she fled her family home in the heart of Jenin last Saturday after being briefly detained by Israeli forces and separated from her male relatives.
"They (the Israeli soldiers ) locked us in a room at the beginning, and when we went out (of the room) the men were tied to the floor," she said. Soon after she was allowed to leave, but without her male family members.
The Israeli military official said there is no curfew in Jenin and that the army is allowing civilians to leave different areas of the city if they wish.
But many districts of the city remain near impossible to access, said Nebal Farsakh, a spokesperson for the Palestinian Red Crescent, whose ambulances must coordinate with Israeli authorities before they can be dispatched. Over the past week, she said the humanitarian organization has received hundreds of calls from residents in Jenin asking for food, medications and baby formula.
"People are trapped now in Jenin refugee camp.....we're still getting dozens of calls," she said.
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Hunter Biden's tax trial carries less political weight but heavy emotional toll for the president
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                    FILE - Hunter Biden departs from federal court June 11, 2024, in Wilmington, Del. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Hunter Biden's continued legal problems may no longer be a political concern for the president, but they're still very much a personal concern. 
President Joe Biden's son is already facing the prospect of prison time after his conviction on felony gun charges and is now confronting a second criminal trial in the case accusing him of dodging taxes on millions of dollars in income from foreign business entities. 
The trial could put a spotlight on Hunter Biden's foreign business dealings that Republicans have spent years scrutinizing to accuse the Democratic president -- without evidence -- of corruption in connection with his son's work overseas.
The potential political ramifications of the trial just weeks before the presidential election may have faded somewhat since President Biden's July decision to drop out of the 2024 race. But the president is deeply concerned with the well-being of his son, so the trial is likely to weigh heavily on him in the final months of his five-decade political career. 

    


It's unclear whether the Biden family will attend the trial, which begins Thursday with jury selection in a Los Angeles federal court. First lady Jill Biden sat in the courtroom nearly every day of Hunter Biden's trial in Delaware, flying home from France to be there only to turn around and return for an elaborate state visit at Elysee Palace.




The Bidens watched some of Hunter's darkest moments relived in public during that trial, which ended with his conviction on three felony gun charges in June. The tax case could air more salacious evidence about what prosecutors say was lavish spending on things like escorts, drugs and exotic cars in the years Hunter Biden is accused of failing to pay at least $1.4 million in taxes. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

President Biden, for his part, has said he will not pardon his son nor commute any sentence. But the 81-year-old made those pledges while he was still actively campaigning. It's not clear whether his mindset has changed now that he has only a few more months in the White House. 

    


The gun case
Neither trial was supposed to happen in the first place. 
Hunter Biden had agreed last year to plead guilty to misdemeanor tax charges in a deal with special counsel David Weiss, the Delaware U.S. attorney who began investigating him during President Donald Trump's administration.
Under the deal, Hunter Biden could have avoided prosecution in the gun case if he stayed out of trouble for two years. But the deal blew up after the Delaware judge raised concerns about unusual aspects of it, and Weiss subsequently indicted him on the gun charges in Delaware and tax charges in California. 
The gun case resurfaced tawdry and embarrassing details surrounding Hunter Biden's spiral into a crack cocaine addiction before becoming sober in 2019. Jurors saw personal text messages and photos of Hunter Biden with drug paraphernalia or partially clothed as prosecutors worked to convince them that he lied when he swore on a federal form to buy a gun in 2018 that he wasn't a drug user.

    


It took just about three hours of deliberations for jurors to find him guilty on all three counts. The first lady clutched Hunter Biden's hand as they strode from the courthouse, got into the waiting SUVs and drove off. 
Weiss' team has not yet said whether it will seek prison time when Hunter is sentenced in that case on Nov. 13 -- the week after the election. The charges call for up to 25 years in prison, though as a first-time offender he would likely receive far less or potentially no prison time at all. 
Family support
President Biden stayed away from the courthouse during the Delaware trial and said little about the case while it was ongoing to avoid the appearance that he was interfering in a criminal matter brought by his own Justice Department. 
Shortly after Hunter's conviction, the president and first lady issued a statement expressing love for their son and pride in his addiction recovery. Hours later, the president landed in Wilmington to spend the night at his Delaware home and embraced Hunter, who was waiting for him on the tarmac. 

    


Hunter has remained by his father's side in the months since the gun trial. He and other relatives watched from the Oval Office as the president gave his address to the nation explaining why he decided to quit the presidential race. And he joined his father on stage last month at the Democratic National Convention after the president's speech endorsing Vice President Kamala Harris. 
More legal peril 
The tax indictment brought last year details what prosecutors allege was a four-year scheme to avoid paying taxes while spending wildly on things like drugs, strippers and luxury hotels. The back taxes have since been paid.
Hunter Biden's lawyers have indicated they will make the case that he did not act "willfully," or with the intention to break the law, arguing that alcohol and drug abuse impaired his decision-making and judgment.

    


Prosecutors have pressed the judge to allow them to tell jurors about Hunter's spending habits, including payments to people to clean up drug paraphernalia for him, so they can evaluate whether he intentionally or mistakenly listed those items as business expenses. 
"He's not on trial because he hired people to clean out drug paraphernalia," prosecutor Leo Wise said during a recent court hearing. "But then he went on and claimed it was a business expense."
It's unclear how many of the lurid details jurors will hear. U.S. District Judge Mark Scarsi said he will maintain "strict control" over the presentation of potentially salacious evidence after the defense pressed the judge to keep it out of the case. 
"They want the character assassination," Mark Geragos, a celebrity lawyer leading Hunter's defense in the California case, said during the hearing last month. "They want to slime him because that is the whole purpose."
Prosecutors have also said they want to bring in evidence about Hunter Biden's foreign business dealings to prove his state of mind during the years at issue in the case.
That includes testimony about a Romanian businessman who prosecutors say hired Hunter Biden and a business associate to influence the U.S. government while his father was vice president. The Romanian was under criminal investigation in his home country at the time and had hoped the U.S. government could help end his legal woes, according to prosecutors. 
Defense lawyers have accused prosecutors of trying to insert "politically-charged" and irrelevant details about his foreign business affairs into the trial. The judge deferred a ruling on the matter until trial but warned lawyers last month to keep focused on the tax allegations. 
"We're not going to talk about any improper government conduct of any administration," the judge said. 
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks to media at the David Kempinski Hotel in Tel Aviv, Israel, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024. (Kevin Mohatt/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - U.S military aircraft takes off at the Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan, Saturday, Aug. 28, 2021. (AP Photo/Wali Sabawoon, File)
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            FILE - A U.S. Chinook helicopter flies over the U.S. embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021, as the capital was captured by Taliban forces. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul, File)
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            FILE - U.S military aircraft takes off at the Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul, Afghanistan, Saturday, Aug. 28, 2021. (AP Photo/Wali Sabawoon, File)
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            FILE - A U.S. Chinook helicopter flies over the U.S. embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021, as the capital was captured by Taliban forces. (AP Photo/Rahmat Gul, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- House Republicans have issued a subpoena demanding testimony from Secretary of State Antony Blinken as they wrap up a sprawling yearslong investigation into the chaotic U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in August 2021.
Rep. Michael McCaul, the chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, sent a subpoena letter late Tuesday ordering Blinken to appear before the committee by Sept. 19 or face a contempt of Congress charge.
"You served as the final decision maker for the department on the withdrawal and evacuation," McCaul wrote.
He added that three years later, Blinken is "in a position to inform the Committee's consideration of potential legislation aimed at helping prevent the catastrophic mistakes of the withdrawal, including potential reforms to the Department's legislative authorization."
Matthew Miller, a State Department spokesman, said Blinken is unable to testify on the dates proposed by the committee as he will be traveling for diplomatic work the majority of September. He claimed the committee denied "reasonable alternatives" to the subpoena date. 

    


"The Secretary has testified before the Congress on Afghanistan more than 14 times -- more than any other Cabinet-level official," Miller said, adding that four of those times were directly before the Foreign Affairs committee at the request of McCaul. "It is disappointing that instead of continuing to engage with the Department in good faith, the Committee instead has issued yet another unnecessary subpoena."




The subpoena for Blinken's testimony is the latest in a series of moves by McCaul and other House Republicans over the last 18 months to hold the Biden administration accountable for what they have called a "stunning failure of leadership" after Taliban forces seized the Afghan capital of Kabul, far more rapidly than U.S. intelligence had foreseen as American forces pulled out.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The committee is expected to summarize its work in an investigative report to be released Monday, amid the contentious presidential election where Republican nominee Donald Trump has tried to elevate the withdrawal from Afghanistan as a campaign issue. 

    


While the GOP report is expected to place blame on President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, who is now the Democratic nominee for president, independent watchdog reports over the last three years have documented a much more nuanced and bipartisan case for which administration was at fault.
A 2022 report by the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, or SIGAR, concluded it was decisions made by both President Donald Trump and Biden to pull all U.S. troops out of Afghanistan that were key factors in the collapse of that nation's military.
That report mirrors assertions made by senior Pentagon and military leaders in the aftermath of the withdrawal. Military leaders have made clear that their recommendation was to leave about 2,500 U.S. troops in the country, but that plan was not approved.
___ Associated Press writer Matthew Lee contributed to this report. 
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            Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba resigned Wednesday. The foreign minister's resignation came as at least seven people were killed in an overnight strike on Lviv.
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            Kuleba's resignation request will be discussed by lawmakers at the next plenary meeting, speaker Ruslan Stefanchuk said on his Facebook page. It comes a day after two ballistic missiles blasted a military academy and nearby hospital in Poltava in Ukraine, killing more than 50 people.
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            FILE - Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba speaks during joint press conference with German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock in Kyiv, Ukraine, May 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)
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            FILE - Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba speaks with the media as he arrives for a meeting of EU foreign ministers at the European Council building in Brussels, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)
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            In this photo provided by the Lviv City Council, firefighters work near a residential building damaged by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Lviv City Council via AP)
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            A man helps to a wounded man near an apartment building destroyed by Russian missile attack in centre Lviv, Western Ukraine, Wednesday Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mykola Tys)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 16 | 
            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine, smoke rises from a building which was destroyed by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024.. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine on September 4, 2024, a rescue worker extinguishes a car destroyed by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine, a rescue worker tries to extinguish a fire of a burning building destroyed by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine, smoke rises from a building which was destroyed by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            Rescuers search for victims in an apartment building destroyed by Russian missile attack in centre Lviv, Western Ukraine, Wednesday Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mykola Tys)
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            Rescuers carry a body after Russian missile attack in centre Lviv, Western Ukraine, Wednesday Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mykola Tys)
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, talks during his joint press conference with Irish Prime Minister Taoiseach Simon Harris in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine on September 4, 2024, Rescue workers work at a site of military university hit by a Russian strike in Poltava, Ukraine. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine on September 4, 2024, Rescuers work at a site of military university hit by a Russian strike in Poltava, Ukraine. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Lviv City Council, a car burns near a residential building damaged by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024.. (Lviv City Council via AP)
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                                    Kuleba's resignation request will be discussed by lawmakers at the next plenary meeting, speaker Ruslan Stefanchuk said on his Facebook page. It comes a day after two ballistic missiles blasted a military academy and nearby hospital in Poltava in Ukraine, killing more than 50 people.
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            FILE - Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba speaks during joint press conference with German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock in Kyiv, Ukraine, May 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky, File)
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            FILE - Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba speaks with the media as he arrives for a meeting of EU foreign ministers at the European Council building in Brussels, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)
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            In this photo provided by the Lviv City Council, firefighters work near a residential building damaged by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Lviv City Council via AP)
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            A man helps to a wounded man near an apartment building destroyed by Russian missile attack in centre Lviv, Western Ukraine, Wednesday Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mykola Tys)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine, smoke rises from a building which was destroyed by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024.. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine on September 4, 2024, a rescue worker extinguishes a car destroyed by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine, a rescue worker tries to extinguish a fire of a burning building destroyed by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine, smoke rises from a building which was destroyed by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            Rescuers search for victims in an apartment building destroyed by Russian missile attack in centre Lviv, Western Ukraine, Wednesday Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mykola Tys)
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            Rescuers carry a body after Russian missile attack in centre Lviv, Western Ukraine, Wednesday Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mykola Tys)
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, talks during his joint press conference with Irish Prime Minister Taoiseach Simon Harris in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine on September 4, 2024, Rescue workers work at a site of military university hit by a Russian strike in Poltava, Ukraine. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the State Emergency Service of Ukraine on September 4, 2024, Rescuers work at a site of military university hit by a Russian strike in Poltava, Ukraine. (State Emergency Service of Ukraine via AP)
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            In this photo provided by the Lviv City Council, a car burns near a residential building damaged by a Russian strike in Lviv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024.. (Lviv City Council via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, one of Ukraine's most recognizable faces on the international stage, resigned Wednesday ahead of an expected reshuffling of government leaders. Russian strikes, meanwhile, killed seven people in a western city, a day after one of the deadliest missile attacks since the war began.
Kuleba, 43, gave no reason for stepping down. Four other Cabinet ministers tendered their resignations late Tuesday, likely making this reshuffle the biggest since Russia's invasion in February 2022.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy indicated last week that the reshuffling was imminent, with the war poised to enter a critical stage and to mark its 1,000th day in November.
He said Wednesday that Ukraine needs "new energy, and that includes in diplomacy." He said during a Kyiv news conference with visiting Irish Prime Minister Simon Harris that he could not announce any replacements yet because he did not know whether the candidates would accept his invitation to join the government.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Ukrainian foreign minister resigns ahead of expected reshuffling of government leaders
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports Russia has hit the Ukrainian city Lviv, causing deaths and injuries.

    


    


Zelenskyy needs to keep up Ukraine's morale amid the grinding war of attrition with its bigger neighbor and to steel the country's resolve for what will be another hard winter. Russia has been smashing Ukraine's power grid, knocking out some 70% of generation capacity and rupturing heat and water supplies.




Wednesday's deadly attack on Lviv -- a city near the border with NATO member Poland and far from the front lines -- underscored how all of Ukraine is at the mercy of Moscow's long-range capabilities.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Ukrainian army's risky incursion almost a month ago into Russia's Kursk border region raised Ukrainian spirits and countered months of grim news from the front line in eastern Ukraine. The incursion's ultimate goals are unclear, though Zelenskyy says Ukraine wants to create a buffer zone there that would prevent cross-border Russian attacks.

    


Russian President Vladimir Putin remains bent on pushing his army deeper into eastern Ukraine. The Kremlin's onslaught in Donetsk, where Ukraine is short of troops and air defenses, and long-range missile strikes that repeatedly hit civilian areas of Ukraine, signal that Putin will remain uncompromising and unrelenting in his efforts to crush Ukrainian resistance.
The Institute for the Study of War, a Washington think tank, said late Tuesday that Putin believes Russia "can slowly and indefinitely subsume Ukraine through grinding advances" and "by outlasting Western support" for Kyiv.
Zelenskyy is also keeping in mind the U.S. presidential election in November, which could bring a shift in key U.S. military support for his country.
During the war, Kuleba has been second only to Zelenskyy in carrying Ukraine's message and needs to an international audience, whether through social media posts or meetings with foreign dignitaries. In July, Kuleba became the highest-ranking Ukrainian official to visit China since Russia's invasion. He has been foreign minister since March 2020.
Kuleba's successor is not yet known but is expected to be announced Thursday. Several Ukrainian media outlets, citing unnamed sources, said Kuleba's deputy, Andrii Sybiha, would become the country's chief diplomat.

    


The new foreign minister will likely accompany Zelenskyy next week to the U.N. General Assembly in New York, which is an opportunity to lobby global leaders for their support.
Kuleba's resignation will be discussed by lawmakers at their next session, parliamentary Speaker Ruslan Stefanchuk said on his Facebook page.
More than half the current Cabinet will undergo changes, said Davyd Arakhamiia, a leader of Zelenskyy's party in the parliament. Ministers will resign Wednesday, and new appointments will be made Thursday, he said.
Zelenskyy's five-year mandate expired in May. He remains in power under the provisions of martial law.
Elsewhere, the nighttime strike on Lviv wounded 52 people as well as killing seven, Ukraine's rescue service said. The strike was carried out with a Kinzhal missile and drones and targeted defense industry enterprises, Russian news agency Tass said, citing the Russian Defense Ministry.

    


Local officials disputed the targeting claim. Lviv Mayor Andrii Sadovyi and the Ukrainian Catholic University published a photo of a family whose mother and three daughters were killed in the attack that struck their home. The father survived but was in critical condition, Sadovyi said.
The eldest daughter, 21-year-old Yaryna, was a program manager at the European Youth Forum, a platform of the continent's youth organizations, her colleagues wrote on Facebook. "We will neither forget nor forgive" the attack, they said in the post.
Another Russian attack wounded five people in Kryvyi Rih, Zelenskyy's hometown, regional head Serhii Lysak said.
Kuleba said the Lviv and Kryvyi Rih attacks showed Ukraine's need for more Western support.

    


"To put an end to this terror, Ukraine's partners must promptly deliver the promised air defense systems and ammunition, as well as strengthen Ukraine's defense capabilities and allow us to launch long-range strikes on all legitimate military targets in Russia," he wrote on X.
Zelenskyy reacted to the attacks by urging Ukraine's allies to give Kyiv "more range" to use Western weapons to strike deeper into Russian territory.
The attack happened a day after two ballistic missiles blasted a military academy and nearby hospital in Poltava in eastern-central Ukraine, killing 53 people and wounding almost 300 others, Ukrainian officials said.
The missiles tore into the heart of the Poltava Military Institute of Communication's main building, causing several stories to collapse. 
Poltava is about 350 kilometers (200 miles) southeast of Kyiv, on the main highway and rail route between Kyiv and Ukraine's second-largest city, Kharkiv, which is close to the Russian border.
In other developments, the head of the United Nations' nuclear watchdog agency, Rafael Grossi, visited the Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant in southern Ukraine, a day after describing the situation at Europe's largest atomic energy facility as "very fragile."
The International Atomic Energy Agency published a report Wednesday saying that since Grossi's last visit there in February, the plant has been struck by drones, lost power lines and seen "significant damage" to one of its two cooling towers by fire.
___
Burrows reported from London.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            The federal Healthy Start program funds more than 100 local projects that coordinate care for pregnant women. (AP Video: Mary Conlon)
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            A cardiotocograph measures Denise Jones' contractions and her baby's heart rate during a prenatal appointment at the Oklahoma State University obstetrics and gynecology clinic in Tulsa, Okla., on Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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                                        Across the U.S., programs at all levels of government -- federal, state and local -- are striving to reduce maternal mortality and erase the racial gap.
Many are making headway in their communities and paving the way for other places. 
The Associated Press examined efforts that are focused on individual patient needs and efforts seeking to improve medical care generally. Here are key takeaways.
Guiding vulnerable women through pregnancy helps keep them healthy
Healthy Start is a federal program that has worked with vulnerable populations for decades. This year, the federal government gave out $105 million in grants to fund local projects. Officials say it's essential part of the Biden administration's plan for addressing maternal health.
It "manages women through their pregnancy," said Corrina Jackson, who heads up a local Healthy Start project in Tulsa, Oklahoma. "You try to get them in their first trimester and then work with them to delivery day, and then we also work with the babies to make sure that they reach their milestones."

    


Healthy Start programs coordinate prenatal and postpartum care, as well as educate moms on health and parenting; provide referrals to services for things like depression or domestic violence; and help with transportation. 




In Jackson's more than 25-year tenure in Tulsa, she said there have been no maternal deaths among clients. The maternal death rate for Oklahoma as a whole, meanwhile, is currently higher than the national average.
Improving medical care can lower maternal mortality dramatically

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

California, by contrast, has the lowest maternal mortality in the nation at 10.5 per 100,000 live births. That wasn't the case before it created a "maternal quality care collaborative" in 2006.
The partnership founded at Stanford University's medical school brings together people from every hospital with a maternity unit to share best practices on problems that could lead to maternal injury or death, such as high blood pressure, cardiovascular disease and sepsis.

    


"When you look at the rate of maternal death in the United States compared to California, they basically ran neck-and-neck until it was established," said Dr. Amanda Williams, clinical innovation adviser for the collaborative. "At that time they totally separated and California started going down. The rest of the country started going up."
The hospitals get toolkits that describe what to do, how to set up medical teams and what supplies to keep on the unit. The collaborative also looks to improve obstetric care by integrating midwives and doulas -- whose services are covered by the state's Medicaid program. 
Experts: Tailoring solutions to individual communities works best
New York City has a goal of reducing maternal mortality overall and achieving a 10% drop in Black maternal mortality by 2030. The city is targeting low-income residents, those living in public housing and others with its New Family Home Visits Initiative, which supports pregnant and new parents by offering visits from nurses, midwives, doulas and lactation consultants.
Jackson's Healthy Start project in Tulsa is also grounded in her community. She and her staff understand the lingering effects of the city's 1921 race massacre, which is estimated to have killed 100-300 people and destroyed homes, churches, schools and businesses. Jackson said all sorts of health disparities persist, and added that many Black women also distrust the health care system, so being relatable is valuable.

    


___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of harmony in diversity and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP video shot by Andi Jatmiko. Production by Maria Grazia Murru)
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            Pope Francis met Indonesian President Joko Widodo at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in the capital Jakarta on Wednesday.
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            Pope Francis, left, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo attend a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 29 | 
            Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, receives Pope Francis, helped on a wheelchair by assistant Piergiorgio Zanetti, at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis is opening his visit to Indonesia with a packed first day Wednesday, meeting political and religious leaders and setting a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis, left, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo attend a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            6 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, top centre left, Indonesian President Joko Widodo, top centre right, and Indonesian President-elect Prabowo Subianto, top second right, review honor guards during a welcome ceremony at the Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)
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            7 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis drinks water as he attends a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            8 of 29 | 
            Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            9 of 29 | 
            Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Jakarta Cathedral in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba /Pool Photo via AP)
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            10 of 29 | 
            Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, receives Pope Francis, center, at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis is opening his visit to Indonesia with a packed first day Wednesday, meeting political and religious leaders and setting a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            11 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, left, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo attend a welcome ceremony at the Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)
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            12 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, left, talks with Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim, Pool)
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            13 of 29 | 
            Participants in traditional attire and uniformed personnel stand in formation ahead of the ceremonial welcome for Pope Francis at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Bay Ismoyo/Pool Photo via AP)
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            14 of 29 | 
            Participants in traditional attire and uniformed personnel stand in formation ahead of the ceremonial welcome for Pope Francis at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Bay Ismoyo/Pool Photo via AP)
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            15 of 29 | 
            A nun wears a crucifix and a badge showing Pope Francis as she waits for the Pope's arrival in the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, the capital's main Catholic cathedral, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            16 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, foreground right, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo, left, meet people after attending a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            17 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis attends a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            18 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, left, delivers his address as Indonesian President Joko Widodo looks on during a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            19 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis and Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, attend a meeting with Indonesian authorities and Ambassadors at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis is opening his visit to Indonesia with a meeting at the presidential palace where he is expected to press his hopes for continued interfaith harmony in a country with a tiny Catholic minority and the world's largest Muslim population.(AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            20 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, center, speaks to members of the Catholic community at the Jakarta Cathedral in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba /Pool Photo via AP)
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            21 of 29 | 
            Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            22 of 29 | 
            Nuns pray before the arrival of Pope Francis at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            23 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis attends a meeting with Catholic priests, nuns and seminarians inside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            24 of 29 | 
            Nuns arrive for a meeting with Pope Francis in the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, the capital's main Catholic cathedral, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            25 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis is greeted by faithful as he arrives at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            26 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis is greeted by faithful as he arrives at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            27 of 29 | 
            Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis inside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Francis had a packed first full day in Indonesia, meeting with outgoing President Joko Widodo and other Indonesian authorities at the presidential palace and then greeting Catholic priests, nuns and seminarians at Jakarta's main cathedral in the afternoon. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            28 of 29 | 
            Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Jakarta Cathedral in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba /Pool Photo via AP)
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            29 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis is greeted by faithful as he arrives at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of harmony in diversity and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP video shot by Andi Jatmiko. Production by Maria Grazia Murru)
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                                    Pope Francis met Indonesian President Joko Widodo at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in the capital Jakarta on Wednesday.
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            3 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, left, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo attend a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis, left, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo attend a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            4 of 29 | 
            Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, receives Pope Francis, helped on a wheelchair by assistant Piergiorgio Zanetti, at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis is opening his visit to Indonesia with a packed first day Wednesday, meeting political and religious leaders and setting a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, receives Pope Francis, helped on a wheelchair by assistant Piergiorgio Zanetti, at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis is opening his visit to Indonesia with a packed first day Wednesday, meeting political and religious leaders and setting a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            5 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, left, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo attend a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis, left, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo attend a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            6 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, top centre left, Indonesian President Joko Widodo, top centre right, and Indonesian President-elect Prabowo Subianto, top second right, review honor guards during a welcome ceremony at the Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis, top centre left, Indonesian President Joko Widodo, top centre right, and Indonesian President-elect Prabowo Subianto, top second right, review honor guards during a welcome ceremony at the Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)
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            7 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis drinks water as he attends a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis drinks water as he attends a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            8 of 29 | 
            Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            9 of 29 | 
            Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Jakarta Cathedral in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba /Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Jakarta Cathedral in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba /Pool Photo via AP)
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            10 of 29 | 
            Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, receives Pope Francis, center, at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis is opening his visit to Indonesia with a packed first day Wednesday, meeting political and religious leaders and setting a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, receives Pope Francis, center, at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis is opening his visit to Indonesia with a packed first day Wednesday, meeting political and religious leaders and setting a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            11 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, left, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo attend a welcome ceremony at the Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis, left, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo attend a welcome ceremony at the Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Adi Weda/Pool Photo via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis, left, talks with Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim, Pool)
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                                    Pope Francis, left, talks with Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim, Pool)
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            13 of 29 | 
            Participants in traditional attire and uniformed personnel stand in formation ahead of the ceremonial welcome for Pope Francis at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Bay Ismoyo/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Participants in traditional attire and uniformed personnel stand in formation ahead of the ceremonial welcome for Pope Francis at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Bay Ismoyo/Pool Photo via AP)
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            14 of 29 | 
            Participants in traditional attire and uniformed personnel stand in formation ahead of the ceremonial welcome for Pope Francis at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Bay Ismoyo/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Participants in traditional attire and uniformed personnel stand in formation ahead of the ceremonial welcome for Pope Francis at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Bay Ismoyo/Pool Photo via AP)
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            A nun wears a crucifix and a badge showing Pope Francis as she waits for the Pope's arrival in the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, the capital's main Catholic cathedral, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Pope Francis, foreground right, and Indonesian President Joko Widodo, left, meet people after attending a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis attends a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis, left, delivers his address as Indonesian President Joko Widodo looks on during a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis, left, delivers his address as Indonesian President Joko Widodo looks on during a meeting with Indonesian authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps, during his apostolic visit to Asia, at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Willy Kurniawan/Pool Photo via AP)
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            19 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis and Indonesian President Joko Widodo, right, attend a meeting with Indonesian authorities and Ambassadors at Istana Merdeka Presidential Palace in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis is opening his visit to Indonesia with a meeting at the presidential palace where he is expected to press his hopes for continued interfaith harmony in a country with a tiny Catholic minority and the world's largest Muslim population.(AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis, center, speaks to members of the Catholic community at the Jakarta Cathedral in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba /Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Pope Francis, center, speaks to members of the Catholic community at the Jakarta Cathedral in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba /Pool Photo via AP)
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            Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Nuns pray before the arrival of Pope Francis at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara, Pool)
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                                    Nuns pray before the arrival of Pope Francis at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara, Pool)
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            23 of 29 | 
            Pope Francis attends a meeting with Catholic priests, nuns and seminarians inside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    23 of 29

                                    
                                    Pope Francis attends a meeting with Catholic priests, nuns and seminarians inside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            24 of 29 | 
            Nuns arrive for a meeting with Pope Francis in the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, the capital's main Catholic cathedral, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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                                    Nuns arrive for a meeting with Pope Francis in the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption, the capital's main Catholic cathedral, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Dita Alangkara)
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            Pope Francis is greeted by faithful as he arrives at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis is greeted by faithful as he arrives at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis inside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Francis had a packed first full day in Indonesia, meeting with outgoing President Joko Widodo and other Indonesian authorities at the presidential palace and then greeting Catholic priests, nuns and seminarians at Jakarta's main cathedral in the afternoon. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    27 of 29

                                    
                                    Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis inside the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Francis had a packed first full day in Indonesia, meeting with outgoing President Joko Widodo and other Indonesian authorities at the presidential palace and then greeting Catholic priests, nuns and seminarians at Jakarta's main cathedral in the afternoon. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            28 of 29 | 
            Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Jakarta Cathedral in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba /Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Nuns wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at the Jakarta Cathedral in Jakarta, Indonesia, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Yasuyoshi Chiba /Pool Photo via AP)
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            Pope Francis is greeted by faithful as he arrives at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption in Jakarta, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Pope Francis urged Indonesia to live up to its promise of "harmony in diversity" and fight religious intolerance on Wednesday, as he set a rigorous pace for an 11-day, four-nation trip through tropical Southeast Asia and Oceania that will test his stamina and health. 
Despite the grueling itinerary, an energetic Francis joked and laughed his way through a packed first full day in Indonesia, meeting with outgoing President Joko Widodo and other Indonesian officials at the presidential palace and then greeting Catholic priests, nuns and seminarians at Jakarta's main cathedral in the afternoon.
Cannons boomed as Francis joined Widodo on the veranda of the palace along with President-elect Prabowo Subianto. A marching band, stiff-legged troops and children in traditional Indonesian dress welcomed the first pope to visit in 35 years.

    


In his remarks to officials, Francis compared Indonesia's human diversity to the archipelago's 17,000 islands. He said each one contributes something specific to form "a magnificent mosaic, in which each tile is an irreplaceable element in creating a great original and precious work."




And yet, Francis warned that such diversity in a country with the world's largest Muslim population can also become a source of conflict -- an apparent reference to episodes of intolerance that have flared in recent years in Indonesia as well as a broader concern about conflicts raging around the world.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This wise and delicate balance, between the multiplicity of cultures and different ideological visions, and the ideals that cement unity, must be continuously defended against imbalances," Francis said. Political leaders, he said, had a particular role to play but he also assured Widodo of the Catholic Church's commitment to increasing interreligious dialogue.
"This is indispensable for meeting common challenges, including that of countering extremism and intolerance, which through the distortion of religion attempt to impose their views by using deception and violence," he said.

    


Regionally, the internal conflict in Myanmar has forced more than 700,000 Rohingya to flee to Bangladesh, where thousands have fled overcrowded, violent camps to countries including Indonesia. Farther afield, Indonesia has regularly condemned Israel's war with the militant Hamas group in Gaza and Widodo thanked Francis for the Vatican's support for Palestinian civilians.
"War will not benefit anyone, war will only bring suffering and misery to the common people," Widodo said. "Therefore let us celebrate the differences that we have. Let us accept each other and strengthen tolerance to realize peace, to realize a better world for all humanity."
Francis arrived in Jakarta on Tuesday to kick off the longest, farthest and most difficult trip of his pontificate, given his myriad health problems. At 87, he uses a wheelchair, has regular bouts of bronchitis and has had multiple surgeries for intestinal problems.
By the trip's end on Sept. 13, Francis will have flown 32,814 kilometers (20,390 miles) and visited Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, East Timor and Singapore -- one of the longest papal trips ever in terms of days on the road and distances traveled.

    


Francis appeared in good form Wednesday, showing his trademark sense of humor even as he had to stand for long periods and had multiple transfers from his wheelchair to chairs and the car. 
His dry wit never let up: To Widodo and Indonesian dignitaries, he praised Indonesia's relatively high birthrate while lamenting that in the West, "some prefer a cat or a little dog." To a private meeting with his fellow Jesuits he quipped at the end that "The police have come to take me away." To priests and nuns he warned against greed, saying "the devil enters through your pockets." 
That said, Francis' prepared remarks were shorter than usual in a possible bid to spare him the strain of speaking for long periods.
In the afternoon, Francis met with Indonesian clergy and nuns in Jakarta's Our Lady of the Assumption Cathedral for his traditional pep talk to the local church.

    


Catholics make up just 3% of Indonesia's population of 275 million, but the country is home to the world's largest Catholic seminary and has long been a top source of priests and nuns for the Catholic Church. 
Addressing the priests, nuns and lay church leaders, Francis continued the theme of encouraging greater fraternity among people of different faiths and cultures. 
"This is important, because proclaiming the Gospel does not mean imposing our faith or placing it in opposition to that of others, but giving and sharing the joy of encountering Christ always with great respect and fraternal affection for everyone," he said.
Sister Rina Rosalina was chosen to address the pope, and offered some constructive criticism of the inordinate amount of time it takes for the Vatican to approve Indonesian-language translations of his official texts.

    


"Holy Father, we are always trying to learn from you. Unfortunately, due to distance and language barriers, sometimes we have difficulties studying the documents issued from Rome," she said, drawing knowing nods from the pope. 
Outside the cathedral, several hundred well-wishers gathered to greet the pope, including at least one boy dressed as a tiny pope. They waved Indonesian and Holy See flags and children played traditional bamboo instruments.
The location of the cathedral is symbolically important for Indonesia's push for interfaith and intercultural harmony -- it is located across from the country's main Istiqlal mosque and connected to it by an underground "Tunnel of Friendship," which Francis is to visit on Thursday with the mosque's grand imam. 
While Francis wants to highlight Indonesia's tradition of religious tolerance, the country's image as a moderate Muslim nation has been undermined by flare-ups of intolerance. In 2021, a militant Islamic couple blew themselves up outside a packed Catholic cathedral on Indonesia's Sulawesi island during a Palm Sunday Mass, injuring at least 20 people.
Amnesty International said it hoped Francis' visit would encourage an end to acts of intolerance and discrimination against minority groups and truly promote a respect for religious freedom that is enshrined in the country's constitution. 
In a statement, Amnesty noted that from January 2021 to July 2024, there were at least 123 cases of intolerance, including rejection, closure or destruction of places of worship and physical attacks. 
"The pope's visit has an important role to play in encouraging Indonesia to end intolerance and discrimination against all minority groups," said Usman Hamid, executive director of Amnesty International Indonesia.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/pope-francis-visit-indonesia-asia-90b9bbc4f12f7e13a2d8951d6b4ebc67



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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            A damning report on a deadly London high-rise fire concluded Wednesday that decades of failures by government, regulators and industry turned Grenfell Tower into a "death trap" where 72 people lost their lives. (Produced by Luke Garratt)
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            FILE - A resident in a nearby building watches smoke rise from the Grenfell Tower building on fire in London, Wednesday, June 14, 2017. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham, File)
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            In this screengrab from handout footage issued by the Grenfell Tower Inquiry, inquiry chairman Sir Martin Moore-Bick, reads a statement following the publication of the final report by the long-running Grenfell Tower Inquiry, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Grenfell Tower Inquiry/PA via AP)
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            A view of the memorial wall by Grenfell Tower after a fire in June, 2017, in London, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in which 72 people were killed. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            5 of 15 | 
            Natasha Elcock a survivor of the Grenfell Tower fire speaks to the media on behalf of relatives of the deceased and people directly affected by the fire a following the final report into the fire being released in London, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The report on the fire in which 72 people were killed in June 2017, says decades of failure by government and industry made the high-rise a "death trap". (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            FILE - People pay their respects at the Grenfell tower to mark the two-year anniversary of the Grenfell Tower block fire, in London, Friday, June 14, 2019. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)
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            FILE - Tributes are tied to a fence, Thursday, June 14, 2018, in support of those affected by the massive fire in Grenfell Tower in London. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            FILE _ Demonstrators march in the Grenfell fire one year anniversary solidarity march organized by Justice4Grenfell and the Fire Brigade's Union, in Westminster in London, Saturday, June 16, 2018. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            Relatives of the deceased and people directly affected by the Grenfell Tower fire react to the final report into the fire being released in London, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The report on the fire in which 72 people were killed in June 2017, says decades of failure by government and industry made the high-rise a "death trap". (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            FILE - People hold up a sign with the image of Chief Executive of Kensington and Chelsea Tenant Management Organisation Robert Black, during a protest outside Kensington Town Hall following the Grenfell Tower fire in London, Friday June 16, 2017. (AP Photo/Tim Ireland, File)
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            11 of 15 | 
            A general view of Grenfell Tower after a fire in June, 2017, in London, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in which 72 people were killed. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            Relatives of the deceased and people directly affected by the Grenfell Tower fire, sit in front oaf a photo montage of the those who died, as they react to the final report into the fire being released in London, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The report on the Grenfell Tower fire in which 72 people were killed in June 2017, says decades of failure by government and industry made the high-rise a "death trap". (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            FILE - People gather outside Kensington Town Hall during protests following the Grenfell Tower fire in London, Friday June 16, 2017. (AP Photo/Tim Ireland, File)
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            A view of the memorial wall by the remains of the Grenfell Tower after a fire in June, 2017, in London, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in which 72 people were killed. ((AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            A general view of the remains of Grenfell Tower, after a fire in June, 2017, in London, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in which 72 people were killed. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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                                    A damning report on a deadly London high-rise fire concluded Wednesday that decades of failures by government, regulators and industry turned Grenfell Tower into a "death trap" where 72 people lost their lives. (Produced by Luke Garratt)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 15 | 
            FILE - A resident in a nearby building watches smoke rise from the Grenfell Tower building on fire in London, Wednesday, June 14, 2017. (AP Photo/Matt Dunham, File)
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            In this screengrab from handout footage issued by the Grenfell Tower Inquiry, inquiry chairman Sir Martin Moore-Bick, reads a statement following the publication of the final report by the long-running Grenfell Tower Inquiry, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Grenfell Tower Inquiry/PA via AP)
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            A view of the memorial wall by Grenfell Tower after a fire in June, 2017, in London, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in which 72 people were killed. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            Natasha Elcock a survivor of the Grenfell Tower fire speaks to the media on behalf of relatives of the deceased and people directly affected by the fire a following the final report into the fire being released in London, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The report on the fire in which 72 people were killed in June 2017, says decades of failure by government and industry made the high-rise a "death trap". (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 15

                                    
                                    Natasha Elcock a survivor of the Grenfell Tower fire speaks to the media on behalf of relatives of the deceased and people directly affected by the fire a following the final report into the fire being released in London, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The report on the fire in which 72 people were killed in June 2017, says decades of failure by government and industry made the high-rise a "death trap". (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 15 | 
            FILE - People pay their respects at the Grenfell tower to mark the two-year anniversary of the Grenfell Tower block fire, in London, Friday, June 14, 2019. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)
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            FILE - Tributes are tied to a fence, Thursday, June 14, 2018, in support of those affected by the massive fire in Grenfell Tower in London. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            FILE _ Demonstrators march in the Grenfell fire one year anniversary solidarity march organized by Justice4Grenfell and the Fire Brigade's Union, in Westminster in London, Saturday, June 16, 2018. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            Relatives of the deceased and people directly affected by the Grenfell Tower fire react to the final report into the fire being released in London, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The report on the fire in which 72 people were killed in June 2017, says decades of failure by government and industry made the high-rise a "death trap". (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            FILE - People hold up a sign with the image of Chief Executive of Kensington and Chelsea Tenant Management Organisation Robert Black, during a protest outside Kensington Town Hall following the Grenfell Tower fire in London, Friday June 16, 2017. (AP Photo/Tim Ireland, File)
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            A general view of Grenfell Tower after a fire in June, 2017, in London, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in which 72 people were killed. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            Relatives of the deceased and people directly affected by the Grenfell Tower fire, sit in front oaf a photo montage of the those who died, as they react to the final report into the fire being released in London, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The report on the Grenfell Tower fire in which 72 people were killed in June 2017, says decades of failure by government and industry made the high-rise a "death trap". (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            FILE - People gather outside Kensington Town Hall during protests following the Grenfell Tower fire in London, Friday June 16, 2017. (AP Photo/Tim Ireland, File)
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            A general view of the remains of Grenfell Tower, after a fire in June, 2017, in London, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in which 72 people were killed. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A damning report on a deadly London high-rise fire concluded Wednesday that decades of failures by government, regulators and industry turned Grenfell Tower into a "death trap" where 72 people lost their lives.
The public inquiry into the 2017 blaze found no "single cause" of the tragedy, but said a combination of dishonest companies, weak or incompetent regulators and complacent government led the building to be covered in combustible cladding that turned a small apartment fire into the deadliest blaze on British soil since World War II.
The inquiry's head, retired judge Martin Moore-Bick, said the deaths were avoidable and "all contributed to it in one way or another, in most cases through incompetence but in some cases through dishonesty and greed."
Prime Minister Keir Starmer apologized on behalf of the British state, saying the tragedy "should never have happened" and promising to act on the report's recommendations.

    


"Today is a long-awaited day for truth but it must now lead to a day of justice," he told Parliament.
While the report may give survivors some of the answers they have long sought, they must wait to see whether anyone responsible will be prosecuted. Police will examine the inquiry's conclusions before deciding on charges, which could include corporate or individual manslaughter.




They say prosecutions are unlikely before late 2026.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Natasha Elcock of the group Grenfell United urged authorities to deliver justice.
"We paid the price for systematic dishonesty, institutional indifference and neglect," said Elcock, a survivor who lost her uncle in the fire.
The fire broke out in the early hours of June 14, 2017, in a fourth-floor apartment and raced up the 25-story building like a lit fuse, fueled by flammable cladding panels on the exterior walls.
The tragedy horrified the nation and posed one central question, the report said: "How was it possible in 21st century London for a reinforced concrete building, itself structurally impervious to fire, to be turned into a death trap?"

    


The search for answers focused on a refurbishment completed in 2016 that covered the 1970s building in aluminum and polyethylene cladding -- a layer of foam insulation topped by two sheets of aluminum sandwiched around a layer of polyethylene, a combustible plastic polymer that melts and drips on exposure to heat.
The report was highly critical of companies that made the cladding. It said they engaged in "systematic dishonesty," manipulating safety tests and misrepresenting the results to claim the material was safe.
It said insulation manufacturer Celotex was unscrupulous, and another insulation firm, Kingspan, "cynically exploited the industry's lack of detailed knowledge." Cladding panel maker Arconic "concealed from the market the true extent of the danger," the report said.
The three companies expressed sympathies to the bereaved, but all denied responsibility for the deaths. Arconic said its products were not unsafe. Kingspan said its "historical failings" were not "causative of the tragedy." Celotex said the decision to combine its insulation with combustible cladding panels had been made by others.

    


The inquiry said the combustible cladding was used because it was cheap and because of "incompetence of the organizations and individuals involved in the refurbishment" -- including architects, engineers and contractors -- who all thought safety was someone else's responsibility.
It concluded the failures multiplied because bodies in charge of enforcing building standards were weak, the local authority was uninterested and the "complacent" U.K. government -- led in the seven years before the fire by the Conservative Party -- ignored safety warnings because of a commitment to deregulation.
The inquiry has held more than 300 public hearings and examined around 1,600 witness statements.
An initial report published in 2019 criticized the fire department for initially telling residents to stay put and await rescue. By the time the advice was changed, it was too late for many on the upper floors to escape.

    


London Fire Brigade came in for further criticism for a "chronic lack of effective management and leadership," poor training in high-rise fires and outdated communications equipment.
The Grenfell tragedy prompted soul-searching about inequality in Britain. Grenfell was a public housing building set in one of London's richest neighborhoods, near the pricey boutiques and elegant houses of Notting Hill. The victims, largely people of color, came from 23 countries and included taxi drivers and architects, a poet, an acclaimed young artist, retirees and 18 children.
The report said the inquiry had "seen no evidence that any of the decisions that resulted in the creation of a dangerous building or the calamitous spread of fire were affected by racial or social prejudice," though it said the public body that managed Grenfell had failed to treat residents with "understanding and respect."

    


The prime minister said the tragedy "poses fundamental questions about the kind of country we are, a country where the voices of working class people and of those of color have been repeatedly ignored and dismissed."
After the fire, the U.K. government banned metal composite cladding panels for new buildings and ordered similar combustible cladding to be removed from hundreds of tower blocks across the country. But the work hasn't been carried out on some apartment buildings because of wrangling over who should pay.
Starmer said the work had been "far, far too slow."
The report made multiple recommendations, including tougher fire safety rules, a national fire and rescue college and a single independent regulator for the construction industry to replace the current mishmash of bodies.
The ruined tower, which stood for months after the fire like a black tombstone on the west London skyline, still stands, covered in white sheeting. A green heart and the words "Grenfell forever in our hearts" are emblazoned at the top.
Sandra Ruiz, whose 12-year-old niece, Jessica Urbano Ramirez, died in the fire, said that "for me, there's no justice without people going behind bars."
"Our lives were shattered on that night. People need to be held accountable," she said. "People who have made decisions putting profit above people's safety need to be behind bars."
___
Associated Press writers Danica Kirka and Pan Pylas contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/grenfell-tower-fire-inquiry-report-london-361f5e836218a1feee0bd66cb5d0ef92
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            Chicago Bears quarterback Caleb Williams warms up before the start of an NFL preseason football game against the Kansas City Chiefs Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels watches from the sideline during the first half of a preseason NFL football game against the New England Patriots, Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024, in Landover, Md. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            Denver Broncos quarterback Bo Nix smiles as he sits on the bench during the second half of a preseason NFL football game against the Arizona Cardinals Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)
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            Los Angeles Rams quarterback Matthew Stafford throws on the sideline during the second half of a preseason NFL football game against the Houston Texans, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Los Angeles Chargers head coach Jim Harbaugh responds to questions during a news conference after the team's preseason NFL football game against the Dallas Cowboys, Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Jerome Miron)
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                                        Inside the Numbers dives into NFL statistics, streaks and trends each week. For more Inside the Numbers, head here.
___
The days of rookie quarterbacks waiting their turns before taking over teams is long gone. For the third time in four years there will be three rookie quarterbacks starting the season opener.
No. 1 draft pick Caleb Williams got the nod for Chicago, No. 2 pick Jayden Daniels for Washington and No. 12 pick Bo Nix for Denver, meaning half of the record-tying six QBs selected in the first round in April became immediate starters.
That follows Trevor Lawrence, Zach Wilson and Mac Jones in 2021, and Bryce Young, C.J. Stroud and Anthony Richardson last season as years with three rookie QBs starting in Week 1. It happened only once before since the 1970 merger, with five rookie quarterbacks starting the season opener in 2012.

    


After this week, 32 of the 55 rookie quarterbacks to start the opener will have done it in the past 19 seasons, with only 23 doing it in the first 38 years following the AFL-NFL merger.
The rookie QBs have a 16-35-1 record in openers, including a 0-7-1 mark the past five seasons. The last rookie QB to win a Week 1 start was Sam Darnold for the New York Jets against Detroit in 2018.




Williams will try to become the first No. 1 overall quarterback pick to win a season opener as a rookie since David Carr did it for the expansion Houston Texans in 2002 against Dallas. No. 1 pick QBs are 0-8-1 in Week 1 since then, with Kyler Murray getting the tie for Arizona in 2019.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The only other No. 1 pick QBs to win an opener as a rookie were Jim Plunkett for New England in 1971 and John Elway for Denver in 1983.
Williams also will aim this season to give the Bears something the franchise has never had in its storied history -- a 4,000-yard passer.
Chicago is the only franchise without a player to throw for at least 4,000 yards in a season. Erik Kramer's 3,838 yards in 1995 stand as the Bears' single-season record.

    


Twenty-eight of the other teams have had at least one 4,000-yard passer in the past 13 seasons as the 17th game and a pass-happy era have made reaching that milestone more routine. Of the 227 4,000-yard seasons in history, 189 (more than 83%) have come since 2000.
The only other franchises without a 4,000-yard passer since 2011 are the Titans, who last did it in 1991 with Warren Moon when they were known as the Houston Oilers, the Browns (Brian Sipe, 1980) and the Jets (Joe Namath, 1967).
Revolving door
Daniels will be the eighth different Week 1 starting QB for Washington in the past eight seasons, setting a record for the Super Bowl era.
Indianapolis' streak of seven Week 1 starters in seven seasons will end with Richardson set to get the nod for a second straight year. The Commanders hope Daniels will bring an end to their streak that started with Kirk Cousins in 2017, followed by Alex Smith, Case Keenum, Dwayne Haskins, Ryan Fitzpatrick, Carson Wentz and Sam Howell.
The only other teams to do it seven years in a row were Cleveland (2013-19), Baltimore (1997-2003) and the Chargers (1987-93). 

    


Week 1 fixture
Matthew Stafford has never sat out an opener in his career and is scheduled to make his 16th Week 1 start in 16 seasons when the Los Angeles Rams face Detroit on Sunday night.
The only other QB to start the opener in his first 16 seasons since starts began being tracked in 1950 was John Elway. Only two other QBs made more than 16 straight starts in openers at any point in their career, with Brett Favre doing it 18 straight years from 1993-2010 and Fran Tarkenton for 17 straight years from 1962-78.
Russell Wilson is set to make his 13th straight Week 1 start when Pittsburgh plays Atlanta, which would tie Peyton Manning and Warren Moon for the fifth-longest streak.
Division doings
Teams going from last to first in the division are far from rare in the NFL. Houston pulled off the feat last season, marking the 19th time in the past 21 seasons that at least one team did it.
The teams looking to go from the worst record in a division to champion this season are New England, Cincinnati, Tennessee, the Chargers, Washington, Carolina, Arizona, Minnesota and Chicago.

    


Kansas City heads into the season having won eight straight AFC West titles -- three shy of the record set by New England from 2009-19. The only other teams to repeat as division champs headed into this season are Buffalo (four straight), Tampa Bay (three straight) and San Francisco (two straight).
The NFC East hasn't had a repeat division champion in two decades, with Philadelphia the last to do it from 2001-04. Dallas will try to end that streak this season after finishing first a year ago.
Opening thoughts
Coach Jim Harbaugh is back in the NFL with the Los Angeles Chargers after a nine-year stint in college at Michigan, capped by a national championship last season.
Harbaugh's .695 winning percentage in four seasons with San Francisco from 2011-14 ranks second best to John Madden among the 163 coaches with at least 50 games since the merger. Harbaugh will try to join Jimmy Johnson, Barry Switzer and Pete Carroll as the only coaches to win both a Super Bowl and a college championship; he lost the NFL title game to his brother John's Ravens following the 2002 season.

    


Harbaugh is 4-0 in season openers and can tie Raymond Berry as the only coaches to be 5-0 or better in season openers. Berry won all five in New England from 1985-89.
As for current streaks, the Saints come into the year having won five straight openers for the longest active run. Tennessee and New England have both lost three straight openers for the longest current droughts.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nfl-rookie-qbs-155757ed6190788dae2d4aa6ac983eae
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            The federal Healthy Start program funds more than 100 local projects that coordinate care for pregnant women. (AP Video: Mary Conlon)
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            Areana Coles receives an ultrasound during a prenatal visit at the Oklahoma State University obstetrics and gynecology clinic in Tulsa, Okla., on Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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            Areana Coles listens to Healthy Start care coordinator Krystal Keener during a prenatal appointment at the Oklahoma State University obstetrics and gynecology clinic in Tulsa, Okla., on Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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            Baby supplies and educational materials sit on a shelf in the office of Krystal Keener, a Healthy Start care coordinator based at the Oklahoma State University obstetrics and gynecology clinic, in Tulsa, Okla., on Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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            Denise Jones speaks with her Healthy Start care coordinator during a prenatal appointment at the Oklahoma State University obstetrics and gynecology clinic in Tulsa, Okla., on Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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            Denise Jones speaks with Dr. Allison Garnett during a prenatal appointment at the Oklahoma State University obstetrics and gynecology clinic in Tulsa, Okla., on Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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            Denis Jones receives a nonstress test during a prenatal appointment at the Oklahoma State University obstetrics and gynecology clinic in Tulsa, Okla., on Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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            A cardiotocograph measures Denise Jones' contractions and her baby's heart rate during a prenatal appointment at the Oklahoma State University obstetrics and gynecology clinic in Tulsa, Okla., on Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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            Denise Jones speaks with a doctor during a prenatal appointment at the Oklahoma State University obstetrics and gynecology clinic in Tulsa, Okla., on Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Mary Conlon)
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                                        TULSA, Okla. (AP) -- At the site of a race massacre that reduced neighborhoods to ashes a century ago, where murals memorialize a once-thriving " Black Wall Street," one African American mother strives to keep others from dying as they try to bring new life into the world.
Black women are more than three times as likely to die from pregnancy or childbirth as white women in Oklahoma, which consistently ranks among the worst states in the nation for maternal mortality. 
"Tulsa is suffering," said Corrina Jackson, who heads up a local version of the federal Healthy Start program, coordinating needed care and helping women through their pregnancies. "We're talking about lives here."
Across the nation, programs at all levels of government -- federal, state and local -- have the same goals to reduce maternal mortality and erase the race gap. None has all the answers, but many are making headway in their communities and paving the way for other places. 

    


Jackson's project is one of more than 100 funded through Healthy Start, which gave out $105 million nationally in grants this year. Officials call Healthy Start an essential part of the Biden administration's plan for addressing maternal health.




Other approaches to the crisis include California halving its maternal mortality rate through an organization that shares the best ways to treat common causes of maternal death and New York City expanding access to midwives and doulas two years ago. Several states passed laws this year aiming to improve maternal health, including a sweeping measure in Massachusetts. And last week, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced more than $568 million in funding to improve maternal health through efforts such as home visiting services and better identifying and preventing pregnancy-related deaths.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Locally and nationally, "we need to really identify the birthing people who are at potentially the greatest risk," New York City health commissioner Dr. Ashwin Vasan said, "and then wrap our arms around them throughout their pregnancies."

    


A Healthy Start in Tulsa
Besides coordinating prenatal and postpartum care -- which experts say is crucial for keeping moms alive -- local Healthy Start projects provide pregnancy and parenting education and referrals to services for things like depression or domestic violence. The local efforts also involve women's partners and kids up to 18 months. And they focus on issues that influence health, such as getting transportation to appointments.
"You try to get them in their first trimester and then work with them to delivery day, and then we also work with the babies to make sure that they reach their milestones," Jackson said. 
Jackson got help from the local Urban League as a single mom, and felt called to give back to her community. She's been with Healthy Start for more than 25 years, first through Tulsa's health department and recently through a nonprofit she started that received about $1 million in federal funds this fiscal year. 
"I'm just like a mom to this program," Jackson said.

    


Oklahoma overall has a maternal mortality rate of about 30 per 100,000 live births, significantly higher than the national average of about 23. But in Jackson's quarter-century tenure, she said, there have been no maternal deaths among clients. 
Pivotal to Healthy Start's success are care coordinators like Krystal Keener, a social worker based at Oklahoma State University's obstetrics and gynecology clinic, where clients get prenatal care. One of her responsibilities is to educate clients about health issues, like how to spot the signs of preeclampsia or how much bleeding is too much after delivery.
She also helps with practical matters: Many clients don't have cars, so they call Keener when they need a ride to a prenatal visit, and she assists in scheduling one. 
With doctors, Keener serves as a patient advocate. On a recent afternoon, Keener sat in on a prenatal appointment for Areana Coles. A single mom, Coles was joined by her 5-year-old daughter, who was born prematurely and spent time in intensive care.

    


Coles, 25, said Healthy Start is "probably the best thing that's happened in this pregnancy." She called Keener "an angel."
Together they navigated several recent medical concerns, including dehydration and low potassium levels that put Coles in the hospital.
With Coles' due date approaching, Keener talked about what to watch for around delivery and shortly after, like blood clots and postpartum depression. She advised Coles to take care of herself and "give yourself credit for small things you do."
During an ultrasound a few minutes later, Coles watched Dr. Jacob Lenz point to her unborn baby's eyes, mouth, hand and heart. He printed an image of the scan, which Coles immediately showed her daughter.
Keener said she's gratified that Coles would not be giving birth prematurely this time.

    


"You made it to term - yay!" she told her client.
Coles smiled. "My body can do it!" 
Improving medical care
While programs like Healthy Start focus on individual patient needs, other efforts manage the overall quality of medical care.
California has the lowest maternal mortality in the nation -- 10.5 per 100,000 live births, less than half the national rate. But that wasn't the case before it created a "maternal quality care collaborative" in 2006.
Founded at Stanford University's medical school in partnership with the state, it brings together people from every hospital with a maternity unit to share best practices on how to deal with issues that could lead to maternal injury or death, like high blood pressure, cardiovascular disease and sepsis. 
"When you look at the rate of maternal death in the United States compared to California, they basically ran neck-and-neck until it was established," said Dr. Amanda Williams, clinical innovation adviser for the collaborative. "At that time they totally separated and California started going down. The rest of the country started going up."
In the collaborative, hospitals get toolkits full of materials such as care guidelines in multiple formats, articles on best practices and slide sets that spell out what to do in medical emergencies, how to set up medical teams and what supplies to keep on the unit. The collaborative also tackles issues such as improving obstetric care by integrating midwives and doulas - whose services are covered by the state's Medicaid program. 
At first, some doctors resisted the effort, figuring they knew best, Williams said, but there's much less pushback now that the collaborative has proven its value.
MemorialCare Miller Children's & Women's Hospital Long Beach started participating around 2010. The collaborative helps "vet through all the research that's out there," said Shari Kelly, executive director of perinatal services. "It's just so important to really understand how we as health care providers can make a difference."
For example, if a woman loses a certain amount of blood after a vaginal delivery, "we know to activate what we call here a 'code crimson,' which brings blood to the bedside," Kelly said. "We can act fast and stop any potential hemorrhage."
She said the collaborative has also helped reduce racial inequities -- bringing down the rate of cesarean sections among Black moms, for example.
In July, U.S. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services proposed a similar initiative to California's, focused on the quality of maternal care nationwide: the first baseline health and safety requirements for maternal emergency and obstetric services in hospitals.
A community perspective
Experts said getting maternal mortality under control at a national level requires tailoring solutions to individual communities, which is easier when programs are locally run.
New York City has a goal of reducing maternal mortality overall -- and specifically achieving a 10% drop in Black maternal mortality by 2030. Statewide, Black residents are about four times more likely to die from pregnancy or childbirth than white residents.
The city is starting with, among others, low-income residents and those living in public housing. The New Family Home Visits Initiative gives pregnant people and those who've given birth visits from professionals such as nurses, midwives, doulas and lactation consultants. Vasan said more than 12,000 families have gotten visits since 2022.
Nurse Shinda Cover-Bowen works for the initiative's Nurse Family Partnership, which has her visiting some families for 2 1/2 years, well beyond the pregnancy and birth. She said "that consistency of someone being there for you and listening to you and guiding you on your mother's journey is priceless."
Being grounded in the local community -- and its history -- is also crucial for Healthy Start projects. The lingering effects of racism are evident in Tulsa, where in 1921, white residents are estimated to have killed 100-300 Black people and destroyed homes, churches, schools and businesses in the Greenwood section. That's where Jackson lives now, and where health disparities persist. 
Being relatable is valuable for Black women, who may distrust the health care system, Jackson said. Plus, knowing the community makes it possible to work closely with other local agencies to meet people's needs. 
Denise Jones, who enrolled in Healthy Start in February, has struggled with anxiety, depression and drug addiction, but has been sober since April.
In mid-July, baby items filled her room -- a crib, a bassinet, tiny clothes hanging neatly in a closet -- in anticipation of her child's arrival. Jones, 32, flipped through a baby book, pointing to a sonogram of her son Levi, who would be born within a couple of weeks.
She said she feels healthy and blessed by the help she's gotten from Healthy Start and Madonna House, a transitional living program run by Catholic Charities of Eastern Oklahoma.
"I have professionals that are working with me and give me support. I didn't have that with my other pregnancies," she said. "I'm at one with my baby and I'm able to focus."
___
Associated Press data journalist Nicky Forster in New York contributed to this report. 
___
This is the second story in a two-part series examining how the United States could curb deaths from pregnancy and childbirth. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            East Timor's President Jose Ramos-Horta wants to use Pope Francis' historic visit to put his young country on the world stage and use its strategic relationship with China to improve quality of life. (AP video by Tian Macleod Ji and Syawalludin Zain)
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                                        DILI, East Timor (AP) -- The president of East Timor sees Pope Francis' upcoming visit as a prime opportunity to promote Asia's youngest country on the world stage, not a time to confront the legacy of abuse by influential members of the clergy in the deeply Catholic nation. 
During an interview Wednesday with The Associated Press, President Jose Ramos-Horta also predicted progress soon on a major energy project with Australia, and urged China and the United States to act as "benevolent superpowers" as they compete for influence in the Southeast Asian country.
The 74-year-old former independence fighter and Nobel laureate returned to the presidency in 2022 with campaign pledges that included tackling poverty, creating jobs and improving political stability. 
Francis is due to arrive Monday in the impoverished and youthful nation of 1.3 million people, also known as Timor-Leste, following visits to Indonesia and Papua New Guinea. Walls are still being dabbed with fresh paint and banners and billboards seemingly everywhere have been hoisted to welcome the pope. 

    


An estimated 700,000 people are expected to participate in a papal Mass the following day in the seaside capital, Dili, and many others are likely to line the streets try to catch a glimpse of the pope.




The visit is a "reward" for the depth of faith shown by Timorese, some 98% of whom identify as Catholic, and recognition of the progress toward peace the country has shown in recent years, Ramos-Horta said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There's another benefit for the little-known nation, a former Portuguese colony wedged between Indonesia and Australia: "The pope's visit is the biggest, the best marketing anyone can aspire to to promote the country, to put the country on the tourist map," he said.
The visit comes just days after the president and Prime Minister Xanana Gusmao, a fellow former resistance leader, hosted United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to mark the 25th anniversary of a U.N.-backed referendum that led to East Timor's independence from neighboring Indonesia in 2002. 

    


It will be the first time Pope Francis has encountered the Timorese faithful since the Vatican acknowledged in 2022 that Bishop Carlos Ximenes Belo, another hero in the country's struggle for independence, had sexually abused young boys. 
Meanwhile, a popular American missionary priest revered for his role saving lives in the liberation fight, Richard Daschbach, is serving a 12-year sentence in a Timorese prison for molesting disadvantaged girls. 
The pope has met with abuse victims in other countries, but it's not clear if he will do so or address the matter publicly in East Timor.
Belo and Ramos-Horta shared the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts toward "a just and peaceful solution to the conflict in East Timor," which was deeply scarred by a brutal Indonesian occupation and bloody liberation struggle that followed the country's break from Portugal in 1975.
Both men still command respect, alongside other independence heroes, given their and the church's resistance to the occupation, in which as many as 200,000 people were killed. Many Timorese doubt or are willing to look past the serious charges involving Belo, who was secretly sanctioned by the church and is banned from voluntary contact with minors.

    


"We leave it entirely to the pope and the people around him on how to manage this," Ramos-Horta said when asked whether Francis should address the history of sex abuse during his visit, adding that he knows that "the Vatican takes it seriously."
"What is a concept of justice is fairness. People, yes, continue to deeply respect Bishop Belo for his courage, his contribution to their struggle. He sheltered people, he saved people and people don't just forget that ... or castigate him, ostracize him," the president said. 
No further condemnation is needed because the Vatican has already taken action, Ramos-Horta said. Having the pope raise the matter during his visit "would be like trying someone twice."
East Timor struggles with high levels of unemployment and malnutrition, and 42% of the population lives below the national poverty line. Nearly two-thirds of the country's citizens are under 30 years old, making youth job creation a high priority. 

    


The oil and gas industry is the bedrock of the economy and the main source of government revenues. But a major offshore site is tapped out and the country needs new reserves to come online to fill the gap. 
Ramos-Horta said he is hopeful a breakthrough could come "very soon," possibly in the next three months, on plans for the exploration of a natural gas field that is key to East Timor's financial future. 
Development of the promising offshore Greater Sunrise gas field, shared between Australia and East Timor, has been stalled for more than two decades -- mainly over the question of which country the fuel should be piped to. 

    


Australia's Woodside Energy, which has the largest stake in the project after East Timor's national oil company, said in response to questions Wednesday that the companies and governments "have continued to make progress" on various aspects of the negotiations. 
It added that it remains committed to developing the field if "there is fiscal and regulatory certainty necessary for a commercially viable development to proceed."
Timorese officials believe that piping gas into their country would deliver more benefits for their people despite the added logistical challenges. That remains the aim, Ramos-Horta said, adding that any alternative would have to be "a very persuasive proposal."
The presidential palace where the interview took place and several other key government buildings were constructed with help from China, which wants to deepen its influence among Pacific island nations. 
China is one of East Timor's top trading partners. In 2023, the two countries boosted their ties by reaching a "comprehensive strategic partnership." 
"I understand the suspicion on the part of the United States, their fears, in relation to China," he said. "But I do not see China as a threat to anyone," he added later.
Ramos-Horta said he welcomed Beijing's help in areas such as improving agriculture, water management and food security, but saw "no need" for closer security ties with China. 
He did, however, highlight the positive role played by the United States Peace Corps in East Timor and said he would welcome additional help from U.S. military engineers on the ground. U.S. Navy Seabees construction personnel are continuously based in East Timor, building and renovating schools and clinics.
"The U.S. might fear China. We don't fear (them) and we don't fear also the U.S. I see the two superpowers as benevolent superpowers. Or they should be benevolent superpowers," he said. 
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            Workers inspect the 315 A.D Arch of Constantine, near the Colosseum, in Rome, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, after lightning struck it during a storm Tuesday, Sept. 3, loosening fragments from the ancient Roman structure. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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            A tourist takes photos of the 315 A.D Arch of Constantine, near the Colosseum, in Rome, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, as workers on site with cranes gather up fragments and secure broken areas of the arch after lightning struck it during a storm Tuesday, Sept. 3, loosening fragments from the ancient Roman structure. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            Workers on site with cranes gather up fragments and secure broken areas of the 315 A.D Arch of Constantine, near the Colosseum, in Rome, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, after lightning struck it during a storm Tuesday, Sept. 3, loosening fragments from the ancient Roman structure. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            FILE -A view the Arch of Constantine, and the Colosseum, background right, on the occasion of the unveiling of new lightning, in Rome, July 17, 2020. (AP Photo/Riccardo De Luca, File)
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            Workers on site with cranes gather up fragments and secure broken areas of the 315 A.D Arch of Constantine, near the Colosseum, in Rome, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, after lightning struck it during a storm Tuesday, Sept. 3, loosening fragments from the ancient Roman structure. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Workers mounted a crane Wednesday to secure Rome's Constantine Arch near the Colosseum after a lightning strike loosened fragments from the ancient structure.
A violent thunder and lightning storm that felled trees and flooded streets in the Italian capital damaged the honorary arch late Tuesday afternoon. 
Fragments of white marble were gathered and secured by workers for the Colosseum Archeological Park as soon as the storm cleared, officials said. The extent of the damage was being evaluated.
"The recovery work by technicians was timely. Our workers arrived immediately after the lightning strike. All of the fragments were recovered and secured,'' the park said in a statement.
Tourists visiting the site Wednesday found some stray fragments that they turned over to park workers out of concern they might have fallen from the arch.

    


"It is kind of surreal that we found pieces,'' said Jana Renfro, a 69-year-old tourist from the U.S. state of Indiana, who said found the fragments about 12 feet (three meters) from the base of the monument.
The group's tour guide, Serena Giuliani, praised them for turning over the found pieces, saying it showed "great sensitivity for Roman antiquities."
The honorary arch, more than 20 meters (nearly 70 feet) in height, was erected in A.D. 315 to celebrate the victory of Emperor Constantine over Maxentius following the battle at Milvian Bridge.
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Doug Emhoff says he's 'gutted' after the hostage killings in Gaza
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                    Second gentleman Douglas Emhoff arrives at the Democratic National Convention Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Doug Emhoff, the husband of Vice President Kamala Harris -- and the first Jewish person married to a nationally elected U.S. leader -- said he is "gutted" after the killing of American Hersh Goldberg-Polin and five other Israeli hostages taken by Hamas.
Speaking Tuesday at a vigil for the hostages at his synagogue in Washington, Emhoff said, "I haven't been able to stop thinking about Hersh and his parents, or about the five others and their families." He added: "This is hard. I feel raw. I'm gutted."
Emhoff, who stands to become the nation's "first gentleman" if Harris is elected president in November, has emerged as a prominent administration liaison to the Jewish community and a voice in countering antisemitism, particularly in the wake of Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel. About 1,200 people, including at least 40 Americans, were killed in the assault, and about 250 more were taken hostage.

    


"How you feel right now is how I feel," Emhoff said at the event at the Adas Israel Congregation organized by local and national Jewish groups. "And how we all feel is something Kamala hears directly from me."




He added: "Hersh's loss feels personal to the two of us. We're both grieving."
Emhoff recounted his and Harris' conversation with Goldberg-Polin's parents on Sunday, a day after Israeli forces discovered their bodies in a tunnel under Gaza. He said that even while mourning the loss of their son, Rachel Goldberg-Polin and Jonathan Polin were pressing Harris about the latest on the negotiations to reach a cease-fire deal that would free other hostages.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Part of Rachel and Jon's world had just ended, and they somehow are still looking forward and looking out for others," Emhoff said.
He continued: "Jon and Rachel's hearts have room to hold everyone. They are not giving up, and neither can we. Not on this 333rd day. Not ever. Not until every hostage is reunited with their family."

    


Emhoff added that Harris and President Joe Biden are working "around the clock to get a hostage and cease-fire deal done." He said, "The time to bring them home is now."
Goldberg-Polin and Polin spoke at last month's Democratic National Convention in Chicago as part of their family's global tour to raise awareness about the hostages and their plight. Emhoff said they understood "that unless we tell the story again and again, we have no hope of 'never again,'" and said the Jewish community must continue to tell the stories of the hostages.
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US Open: Frances Tiafoe and Taylor Fritz will meet in an all-American semifinal in New York
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            Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, celebrates after winning a point against Grigor Dimitrov, of Bulgaria, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, reacts after defeating Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, pumps his fist after winning a game against Grigor Dimitrov, of Bulgaria, right, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Grigor Dimitrov, of Bulgaria, winces during the fourth set of his match against Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, shortly before retiring with an apparent injury, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, reacts after scoring a point against Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Alexander Zverev, of Germany, reacts in the fourth set against Taylor Fritz, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, reacts after defeating Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, reacts in a tiebreaker against Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, left, hugs Alexander Zverev, of Germany, after winning their quarterfinal match during U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Alexander Zverev, of Germany, bounces his racket off the court in the fourth set against Taylor Fritz, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, returns a shot to Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Morgan Riddle watches play between Taylor Fritz, of the United States, and Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Grigor Dimitrov, of Bulgaria, left, gets a pat on the back from Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, after he was forced to retire due to an apparent injury during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Grigor Dimitrov, of Bulgaria, reacts with an apparent injury shortly before he was forced to retire in his match against Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, celebrates after winning a point against Grigor Dimitrov, of Bulgaria, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, reacts after defeating Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, pumps his fist after winning a game against Grigor Dimitrov, of Bulgaria, right, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Grigor Dimitrov, of Bulgaria, winces during the fourth set of his match against Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, shortly before retiring with an apparent injury, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, reacts after scoring a point against Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Alexander Zverev, of Germany, reacts in the fourth set against Taylor Fritz, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, reacts after defeating Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 15

                                    
                                    Taylor Fritz, of the United States, reacts after defeating Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 15 | 
            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, reacts in a tiebreaker against Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, left, hugs Alexander Zverev, of Germany, after winning their quarterfinal match during U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Alexander Zverev, of Germany, bounces his racket off the court in the fourth set against Taylor Fritz, of the United States, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Taylor Fritz, of the United States, returns a shot to Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Morgan Riddle watches play between Taylor Fritz, of the United States, and Alexander Zverev, of Germany, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Grigor Dimitrov, of Bulgaria, left, gets a pat on the back from Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, after he was forced to retire due to an apparent injury during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Frances Tiafoe and Taylor Fritz set up an all-American semifinal at the U.S. Open with victories Tuesday, guaranteeing the United States a man in the title match at the country's Grand Slam tournament for the first time in 18 years.
The 20th-seeded Tiafoe made it to the final four at Flushing Meadows for the second time in three years when his quarterfinal opponent, Grigor Dimitrov, stopped playing because of an injury in the fourth set. Tiafoe was leading 6-3, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 4-1 with midnight approaching when Dimitrov retired from the match, providing an anticlimactic ending to a contest that was not necessarily of the highest quality.
"It's not the way I want to get through," Tiafoe said, "but obviously happy to get through. Another semifinal here. Incredible."
Just one glimpse of the sort of uneven play from both: Dimitrov held three set points in the tiebreaker at 6-3. On the first, he double-faulted. On the second, he double-faulted again. On the third, Tiafoe double-faulted, handing over that set.

    


Hours earlier, Fritz advanced in a far more satisfying way, watching one last errant forehand from his higher-ranked, more-accomplished opponent land wide. Fritz dropped his neon-colored racket, clenched both fists and screamed, "Come on!" 




He gathered himself and his equipment, walked to the net for a hug with No. 4 Alexander Zverev, who twice was a Grand Slam runner-up, then stepped to the center of Arthur Ashe Stadium, spread his arms wide and yelled again, "Come on!"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After years of climbing the rankings, of becoming the top American man in tennis, of coming close to making a breakthrough at one of his sport's four most important events, Fritz finally came through at home, beating Zverev 7-6 (2), 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (3) to reach a major semifinal for the first time.
The 12th-seeded Fritz, a 26-year-old from California, entered the day with an 0-4 record in Slam quarterfinals.

    


Now on Friday, he will take on longtime friend Tiafoe, a 26-year-old from Maryland who lost to eventual champion Carlos Alcaraz in the 2022 U.S. Open semifinals.
Fritz holds a 6-1 head-to-head edge over Tiafoe as pros.
"It's the biggest match of me and Taylor's life. We've known each other for so long. I've been playing against him since (14-and-under tournaments)," Tiafoe said during an on-court interview. "So to be able to play him here ... is going to be awesome. I know we're two Americans, but I hope you're all with me come Friday." 
The Fritz-Tiafoe showdown -- "That could be crazy," Fritz said, before he knew whom he'd face next -- is the first semifinal between a pair of American men at any major since 2005, when Andre Agassi defeated Robby Ginepri in New York. 
No American man has won a Grand Slam singles trophy since Andy Roddick triumphed at the U.S. Open in 2003; Roddick was the last man from the United States in the U.S. Open final, losing to Roger Federer in 2006.
Dimitrov, who was seeded No. 9, had played a five-setter in the fourth round and appeared to be fading late in the third set against Tiafoe, grabbing at his left hamstring, walking gingerly between points and hitting serves much slower than earlier in the evening. After that set, Dimitrov was visited by a trainer and then headed to the locker room for treatment.

    


He returned to the court for the start of the fourth set but wasn't able to move properly and eventually quit. Dimitrov, a 33-year-old from Bulgaria who has appeared in three major semifinals, wouldn't say afterward exactly what was wrong, only that it was an accumulation of things.
"Just a disappointing moment for me," Dimitrov said. "I need to reassess a couple of things."
The other men's quarterfinals will be played Wednesday: No. 1 Jannik Sinner vs. No. 5 Daniil Medvedev, and No. 10 Alex de Minaur vs. No. 25 Jack Draper.
In the women's bracket, No. 13 Emma Navarro of the U.S. reached her first Grand Slam semifinal by taking the last six games in a 6-2, 7-5 victory over No. 26 Paula Badosa and next faces No. 2 Aryna Sabalenka.
Fritz used his usual blend of big serving, winning 20 of 21 points when his first serves landed in during the fourth set, and big forehands, but he also was effective at the net -- winning 16 of 24 points when he pushed forward -- and returned well enough to accumulate 10 break points. 

    


Even though Fritz only converted two of those break chances, it meant he constantly put pressure on Zverev, a German who made it to the finals of the U.S. Open in 2020 and the French Open this year.
Fritz's latest quarterfinal loss came in July at Wimbledon against Lorenzo Musetti. The other three? Two came against 24-time Slam champion Novak Djokovic; the other against 22-time Slam champion Rafael Nadal.
One was at last year's U.S. Open against Djokovic, who went on to win the title. Djokovic was eliminated this time in the third round last week; Nadal sat out the tournament.

    


Fritz's coach, Michael Russell, said those past stumbles were not a topic of conversation before this quarterfinal.
"It's cool I'm in the semis. But I very much have the mindset of 'the job's not done,'" Fritz said. "A question I got asked pretty much every time I lost in my quarterfinals was, 'What's it going to take to go further?' And the answer I gave was always: Just keep putting myself in these situations, and I'll become more comfortable in these situations and get better. That's definitely what happened now. The quarterfinals didn't feel like, I don't know, this big thing to me like it has been, I guess, in the past."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/us-open-men-fritz-zverev-tiafoe-dimitrov-15862fd9478039d572b43375bb465a3f



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Mongolia ignores an international warrant for Putin's arrest, giving him a red-carpet welcome
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin was given a red-carpet reception from Mongolian officials during an official visit, despite an International Criminal Court warrant for his arrest over allegations that he was involved in the abduction of children from Ukraine.
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, left and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh shake hands as they pose for photos prior to the Russian-Mongolian talks at the Saaral Ordon Government Building in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walks with Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, during welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Sofya Sandurskaya, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend their meeting at the Saaral Ordon Government Building in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a signing ceremony following the Russian-Mongolian talks at the Government Palace in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Sofia Sandurskaya, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during an event marking the 85th anniversary of the joint victory of the Soviet and Mongolian armed forces over the Japanese militarists on the Khalkhin Gol River, in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chairman of the State Great Hural (Parliament) of Mongolia Dashzegve Amarbayasgalan attend a meeting at the Government Palace in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 20 | 
            Russian President Vladimir Putin, centre left, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, right, attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walks with Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, during a welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, center right, attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walks with Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, during welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Police and security officers prevent members of the "No War" group from holding up a Ukrainian flag during the visit of Russian President Vladimir Putin in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ganbat Namjilsangarav)
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            Police and security officers prevent members of the "No War" group from holding up a Ukrainian flag during the visit of Russian President Vladimir Putin in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ganbat Namjilsangarav)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend a welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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        Mongolia ignores an international warrant for Putin's arrest, giving him a red-carpet welcome
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                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin was given a red-carpet reception from Mongolian officials during an official visit, despite an International Criminal Court warrant for his arrest over allegations that he was involved in the abduction of children from Ukraine.
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, left and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh shake hands as they pose for photos prior to the Russian-Mongolian talks at the Saaral Ordon Government Building in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walks with Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, during welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Sofya Sandurskaya, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walks with Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, during welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Sofya Sandurskaya, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend their meeting at the Saaral Ordon Government Building in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend their meeting at the Saaral Ordon Government Building in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a signing ceremony following the Russian-Mongolian talks at the Government Palace in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Sofia Sandurskaya, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a signing ceremony following the Russian-Mongolian talks at the Government Palace in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Sofia Sandurskaya, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks during an event marking the 85th anniversary of the joint victory of the Soviet and Mongolian armed forces over the Japanese militarists on the Khalkhin Gol River, in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chairman of the State Great Hural (Parliament) of Mongolia Dashzegve Amarbayasgalan attend a meeting at the Government Palace in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chairman of the State Great Hural (Parliament) of Mongolia Dashzegve Amarbayasgalan attend a meeting at the Government Palace in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, on carpet front right, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, on carpet front left, attend a wreath-laying ceremony at the monument to Soviet Marshal Zhukov in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin, on carpet front right, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, on carpet front left, attend a wreath-laying ceremony at the monument to Soviet Marshal Zhukov in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 20 | 
            Russian President Vladimir Putin and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh shake hands as they pose for photos prior to the Russian-Mongolian talks at the Saaral Ordon Government Building in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Sofia Sandurskaya, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, centre left, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, right, attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 20

                                    
                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, right, attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend a meeting at the Saaral Ordon Government Building in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend a meeting at the Saaral Ordon Government Building in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walks with Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, during a welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, center right, attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walks with Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, during welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    15 of 20

                                    
                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, walks with Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, during welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Police and security officers prevent members of the "No War" group from holding up a Ukrainian flag during the visit of Russian President Vladimir Putin in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ganbat Namjilsangarav)
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            Police and security officers prevent members of the "No War" group from holding up a Ukrainian flag during the visit of Russian President Vladimir Putin in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ganbat Namjilsangarav)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 20 | 
            Russian President Vladimir Putin and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh, left, attend a welcome ceremony in Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin Khurelsukh attend a welcoming ceremony at Sukhbaatar Square in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        ULAANBAATAR, Mongolia (AP) -- Russian President Vladimir Putin received a red-carpet welcome to Mongolia on Tuesday, as the country ignored calls to arrest him on an international warrant for alleged war crimes stemming from Moscow's invasion of Ukraine.
The trip, which concluded Tuesday night, was Putin's first to a member nation of the International Criminal Court since it issued the warrant in March 2023. Ahead of his visit, Ukraine urged Mongolia to hand Putin over to the court in The Hague, and the European Union expressed concern that Mongolia might not execute the warrant.
The warrant put the government in a difficult position. After decades under communism with close ties to the Soviet Union, it transitioned to democracy in the 1990s and built relations with the United States, Japan and other new partners. But the landlocked country remains economically dependent on its two much larger and more powerful neighbors, Russia and China.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


The ICC has accused Putin of being responsible for the abductions of children from Ukraine. Member countries are required to detain suspects if a warrant has been issued, but Mongolia needs to maintain its ties with Russia and the court lacks a mechanism to enforce its warrants.




The United States doesn't believe any country "should give Putin a platform to promote his war of aggression against Ukraine," U.S. State Department spokesperson Matthew Miller said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We understand that position that Mongolia is in, you know, sandwiched between two much larger neighbors, but we do think it's important that they continue to support the rule of law around the world," he told reporters in Washington.
The Russian leader was welcomed in the main square in Ulaanbaatar, the capital, by an honor guard dressed in vivid red and blue uniforms styled on those of the personal guard of 13th century ruler Genghis Khan, the founder of the Mongol Empire.

    


A throng of people watched from behind barriers as Putin and Mongolian President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa walked up the red-carpeted steps of the Government Palace and bowed toward a statue of Genghis Khan.
A few protesters who tried to unfurl a Ukrainian flag were taken away by police. Five others who gathered a few blocks west of the square held up an anti-Putin banner and Ukrainian flag but disbanded after hearing about the arrests.
As Putin was welcomed in Mongolia, his forces struck a military training facility and nearby hospital in Poltava, Ukraine, killing at least 50 people, the country's president said. The strike appeared to be one of the deadliest by Russian forces since the war began on Feb. 24, 2022.
The two governments signed agreements on a power plant upgrade in Ulaanbaatar and on the supply of Russian aviation fuel to Mongolia. They also agreed to carry out an environmental study of a river where Mongolia wants to build a hydroelectric plant that Russia is concerned would pollute its Lake Baikal. Putin also outlined plans to develop the rail system between the countries.
He invited the Mongolian president to a summit of the BRICS nations -- which include Russia and China among others -- in the Russian city of Kazan in late October. Khurelsukh accepted, according to Russian state media. 

    


After leaving Ulaanbaatar, Putin arrived early Wednesday in Russia's major Pacific port of Vladivostok, where he is to take part in an economic forum.
On Monday, the EU said it had shared its concerns with Mongolian authorities.
"Mongolia, like all other countries, has the right to develop its international ties according to its own interests," European Commission spokesperson Nabila Massrali said. But she added that Mongolia has been a party to the ICC since 2002, "with the legal obligations that it entails."
Given Mongolia's dependence on Russia and China for trade, energy and security, it was hardly possible to expect the government to arrest Putin, said Sam Greene, the director of democratic resilience at the Center for European Policy Analysis. 
"The overriding reason for this trip will have been to show that Putin can travel right now," he said.

    


But, Greene added, the warrant narrows the circle of possibilities for Putin, forcing "any government that's going to think about hosting him to consider both the domestic and the international political consequences of that in a way they wouldn't have had to before."
Kenneth Roth, the former longtime director of Human Rights Watch, called Putin's trip to Mongolia "a sign of weakness," posting on X that the Russian leader "could manage a trip only to a country with a tiny population of 3.4 million that lives in Russia's shadow."
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said the trip wasn't about "showing something to Western countries," but rather about developing bilateral relations between two countries rooted in history and "wonderful glorious traditions." His remarks were made to state TV reporter Pavel Zarubin, who posted them on his Telegram channel. 

    


Dmitry Medvedev, the deputy secretary of Russia's Security Council, denounced the warrant as "illegal" in an online statement Tuesday.
Putin, on his first visit to Mongolia in five years, participated in a ceremony to mark the 85th anniversary of a joint Soviet and Mongolian victory over the Japanese army in deadly fighting over the border between then-Japan-controlled Manchuria and Mongolia. 
"I am very delighted about Putin's visit to Mongolia," said Yansanjav Demdendorj, a retired economist, citing Russia's role against Japan. "If we think of the ... battle, it's Russians who helped free Mongolia."
Uyanga Tsoggerel, who supports the protests, said her country is a democracy that doesn't tolerate dictatorship and accused Putin of "recklessly humiliating and shaming Mongolia in front of the world."
Putin has made a series of overseas trips to try to counter the international isolation he faces over the invasion of Ukraine. He visited China in May, made a trip to North Korea and Vietnam in June and went to Kazhakstan in July for a meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.
But last year, the South African government lobbied against Putin showing up in Johannesburg for the BRICS summit, which he ended up joining by video link. South Africa, an ICC member, faced criticism in 2015 when it didn't arrest then-Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir during a visit for an African Union summit.
Enkhgerel Seded, who studies at a university in Moscow, said that historically, countries with friendly relations don't arrest heads-of-state on official visits.
"Our country has obligations toward the international community," she said. "But ... I think in this case as well, it would not be appropriate to conduct an arrest."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mongolia-russia-putin-international-criminal-court-warrant-4c79850ecf409287924e3d96218abc78



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Iraqi women fear rise in child marriages as lawmakers consider giving conservative clerics more say

    Iraqi women fear rise in child marriages as lawmakers consider giving conservative clerics more say

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            FILE- An Iraqi woman protests against a proposed law to permit underage female marriage in Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, July 28, 2024. Rights groups and many Iraqi women fear the country's parliament will open the door to child marriages as lawmakers consider legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE- Iraqi protesters demonstrate against a proposed law to permit underage female marriage in Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, July 28, 2024. Rights groups and many Iraqi women fear the country's parliament will open the door to child marriages as lawmakers consider legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE- Protesters gather to demonstrate against a proposed law to permit underage female marriage in Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, Aug. 8, 2024. Rights groups and many Iraqi women fear the country's parliament will open the door to child marriages as lawmakers consider legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE- Protesters gather to demonstrate against a proposed law to permit underage female marriage in Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, Aug. 8, 2024. Rights groups and many Iraqi women fear the country's parliament will open the door to child marriages as lawmakers consider legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE- Protesters gather to demonstrate against a proposed law to permit underage female marriage in Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, Aug. 8, 2024. Rights groups and many Iraqi women fear the country's parliament will open the door to child marriages as lawmakers consider legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE- An Iraqi woman protests against a proposed law to permit underage female marriage in Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, July 28, 2024. Rights groups and many Iraqi women fear the country's parliament will open the door to child marriages as lawmakers consider legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE- Iraqi protesters demonstrate against a proposed law to permit underage female marriage in Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, July 28, 2024. Rights groups and many Iraqi women fear the country's parliament will open the door to child marriages as lawmakers consider legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE- Protesters gather to demonstrate against a proposed law to permit underage female marriage in Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, Aug. 8, 2024. Rights groups and many Iraqi women fear the country's parliament will open the door to child marriages as lawmakers consider legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE- Protesters gather to demonstrate against a proposed law to permit underage female marriage in Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, Aug. 8, 2024. Rights groups and many Iraqi women fear the country's parliament will open the door to child marriages as lawmakers consider legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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            FILE- Protesters gather to demonstrate against a proposed law to permit underage female marriage in Tahrir Square in Baghdad, Iraq, Aug. 8, 2024. Rights groups and many Iraqi women fear the country's parliament will open the door to child marriages as lawmakers consider legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law. (AP Photo/Hadi Mizban, File)
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                                        IRBIL, Iraq (AP) -- Shaimaa Saadoun is haunted by her memory of being forced into an abusive marriage to a 39-year-old man just after she turned 13.
Her impoverished family near the southern Iraqi city of Basra hoped that the dowry of gold and money would help improve their circumstances. Her husband presented a bloodstained piece of linen to prove her virginity after their wedding night.
"I was expected to be a wife and mother while I was still a child myself. No child or teenager should be forced to live what I have lived and experienced," said Saadoun, who divorced her husband when she was 30 and is now 44.
Saadoun's marriage was illegal, though a judge -- who was related to the husband -- signed off on it. Iraqi law sets 18 as the minimum age of marriage in most cases.
But such child marriages of girls might be state-sanctioned soon. Iraq's parliament is considering controversial legal changes that would give religious authorities more power over family law matters, a move that rights groups and opponents warn could open the door to the marriage of girls as young as 9.

    


Law would let clerics rule how young a girl can be married
The push for the changes comes mainly from powerful Shiite Muslim political factions backed by religious leaders that have increasingly campaigned against what they describe as the West imposing its cultural norms on Muslim-majority Iraq. In April, the parliament passed a harsh anti-LGBTQ+ law. 




The proposed amendments would allow Iraqis to turn to religious courts on issues of family law, including marriage, which currently are the sole domain of civil courts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That would let clerics rule according to their interpretation of Shariah, or Islamic law, as opposed to national laws. Some clerics interpret Shariah to allow marriage of girls in their early teens -- or as young as 9 under the Jaafari school of Islamic law followed by many Shiite religious authorities in Iraq.

    


Many Iraqi women have reacted with horror, holding protests outside parliament and campaigning against the changes on social media.
"Legislating a law that brings back the country 1,500 years is a shameful matter ... and we will keep rejecting it until the last breath," Heba al-Dabbouni, an activist among dozens at a protest in August, told The Associated Press. "The Iraqi parliament's job is to pass laws that will raise the standards of society."
Conservative legislators say the changes give people a choice whether to use civil or religious law, and argue they are defending families from secular, Western influences.
Human Rights Watch Iraq researcher Sarah Sanbar said the changes prioritize the husband's preference. "So, yes it's giving a choice, but it's giving a choice to men first and foremost." 
Not all religious leaders are on board
The often furious debate has spilled into Iraqi media -- even among clerics. On one recent news show, a Sunni cleric argued against a younger marriage age, calling it damaging to girls and saying there was no problem under Islam with the existing laws.
In a lecture posted on social media, Shiite cleric Rashid al-Husseini insisted Shariah allows marrying a 9-year-old girl. "But in practice, is this something that actually happens? ... It might be zero percent, or 1% of cases," he said.

    


The proposed amendments are backed by most Shiite legislators in a bloc called the Coordination Framework that holds a parliament majority. But disputes continue over the draft. Parliament was meant to hold an initial vote on the law Tuesday but could not reach a quorum and had to postpone it.
Iraq's personal status law passed in 1959 is broadly perceived as a strong foundation largely protecting women and children's rights. It set the legal marriage age at 18, though it allows girls as young as 15 to marry with parental consent and medical proof that the girl has hit puberty and is menstruating.
Marriages outside state courts were forbidden. Still, enforcement is lax. Individual judges sometimes approve younger marriages, whether because of corruption or because the marriage has already taken place informally.
Parliamentarian Raed al-Maliki, who presented the proposed amendments, said the state would still provide protections and that discussions were still taking place about a minimum marriage age.

    


The age will be "very close to the current law," al-Maliki told the AP, without elaborating.
Iraqi women are leading the fight against the changes
Al-Maliki and other proponents depict the changes as a defense against Western secularism.
He said the original law was influenced by "communists and Baathists," the latter in reference to the secular pan-Arab nationalist party that ruled the country with an iron fist from 1968 until its rule under Saddam Hussein was toppled in the 2003 U.S.-led invasion. 
"In the West they take children away from their parents for the simplest reasons and accuse them of violence, then they change their culture and create homosexuals out of them," al-Maliki said, referring to Iraq's law passed in April that criminalized same-sex relations and the promotion of LGBTQ+ rights. "We cannot imitate that or consider it as development."

    


Criticism of Western culture has gained new strength since the latest Israel-Hamas war broke out, with most Iraqis sympathizing with Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. Many see statements about human rights by the United States and others as hypocritical because of their support of Israel's campaign in Gaza, which has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians.
But the most vocal opponents of the changes are Iraqi women, said Sanbar of Human Rights Watch.
"It speaks volumes to the fact that this is what Iraqi women want, not foreign organizations dictating what Iraq needs to do," she said.
This wasn't the first such set of amendments to be proposed over the past decade. But now, Shiite parties are more unified behind them.
Harith Hasan, a non-resident fellow at the Carnegie Middle East Center, says Shiite parties previously had different priorities, focused on the many conflicts rocking the country the past two decades. 
"Now there is sort of a consensus" among them on cultural issues, he said, adding that the new amendments would create "institutionalized sectarianism" in Iraq and could weaken civil courts.
"When they say it is the right of religious officials to handle marriage, inheritance, divorce, and the court cannot challenge this, you create two parallel authorities," Hasan said. "This will create confusion in the country."
Saadoun, who now lives in IrbiI, in Iraq's semi-autonomous Kurdish region, said she fears for women and girls in Iraq.
"The new amendments in the personal status law will destroy the future of many little girls and many generations," she said.
___
Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press videographer Ali Abdulhassan in Baghdad contributed to this report. 
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour, June 21, 2024, in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Close to 80,000 fans are expected to pack Arrowhead Stadium to watch the Super Bowl champion Kansas City Chiefs play the Baltimore Ravens in a rematch of the AFC championship game Thursday night, lifting the lid on the NFL season.
Many will be watching for Taylor Swift to appear in one of the stadium suites, too.
The pop superstar became one of the Chiefs' biggest fans last season, when she began a high-profile romance with tight end Travis Kelce. He had failed in an attempt to deliver a friendship bracelet at one of her concerts, so Kelce took to social media to invite Swift to a game, and the "Anti-Hero" singer showed up for a September matchup with the Bears.
They continued to see each other throughout the season, whenever Swift was on break from her Eras Tour. The 14-time Grammy winner even made a much-publicized sprint from a stadium show in Japan to Las Vegas in time for the Super Bowl, where she partied with friends such as Blake Lively, enjoyed Post Malone's performance of "America the Beautiful," won what appeared to be a beer chugging contest, and then celebrated the Chiefs' triumph by locking lips with Kelce on the field.

    


Along the way, Swift became close friends with Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes and his wife, Brittany.




During this past offseason, Kelce frequently dropped in on the Eras Tour, even making an on-stage cameo. Swift later said in a social media post she was still "cracking up/swooning over (Kelce's) Eras Tour debut" before 90,000 screaming fans at Wembley Stadium in London, and that "she was never going to forget these shows."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Indeed, it has been a busy offseason for both of the superstars.
Swift recently concluded the European leg of the Eras Tour with five consecutive shows at Wembley Stadium, and she is on break until October, when she begins the North American leg with stops across the U.S. and Canada stretching into December.

    


Kelce and his brother, retired Eagles center Jason Kelce, recently struck a deal reportedly worth nine figures to take their "New Heights" podcast to Amazon's Wondery. He is due to appear in Ryan Murphy's murder mystery "Grotesquerie" on FX debuting Sept. 25, and he is hosting "Are You Smarter Than a Celebrity" on Prime Video premiering Oct. 16.
Then there's the fact that the Chiefs, who have won two straight Super Bowls and three in the past five years, are chasing some history beginning Thursday night. No team has ever won the Lombardi Trophy three consecutive times.
Kelce was asked this week how he juggles everything, and he pointed to the Chiefs practice facility -- and Arrowhead Stadium, which sits just up the hill and across the parking lot -- as his sanctuary, where he is surrounded by his closest friends.
"I just love football and how it takes me away from life," he explained, "and it gives me something I can feel genuinely happy about. I enjoy coming into the building, working on my craft, getting to understand a new game plan and perfecting that for the people around me. It gives me a purpose to kind of go about my day and to live my life. I have so much excitement doing it."

    


Not everything has been smooth for Swift and Kelce this offseason, though.
Last month, Swift canceled three sold-out shows in Vienna after the CIA discovered intelligence that led to multiple arrests of men linked to the Islamic State group. The agency's deputy director, David Cohen, said "they were plotting to kill a huge number -- tens of thousands of people at this concert, including I am sure many Americans -- and were quite advanced in this."
Then on Thursday, a spokesperson for Kelce denounced a document recently posted online that called into question the authenticity of their romance as "entirely false and fabricated." The document, carrying the title "Comprehensive Media Plan For Travis Kelce's Relations Following Breakup with Taylor Swift," was posted on Reddit but has since been deleted.
It was posted about the same time that Kelce appeared on "The Rich Eisen Show," where he discussed their relationship.

    


"She had just been so open to learning the game," Kelce said. "I think what makes her so good in her profession is that she's so detailed in every aspect of it, from the words to her music and even the releases and the music videos and everything. She's just so detailed and a part of it, that I think she was just curious about the profession."
Kelce even said that Swift had started drawing up some plays for him, though he noted with a smile, "She's a little biased and just creates plays for me. So we'll see if they can make coach (Andy) Reid's office."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/ravens-chiefs-taylor-swift-nfl-9f78a6dad40ff62993c2462e9c653964



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Federal judge asked to give preliminary OK to $2.78 billion settlement of NCAA antitrust claims

    Federal judge asked to give preliminary OK to $2.78 billion settlement of NCAA antitrust claims

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            LSU cheerleaders lead players onto the field for an NCAA college football game against Southern California, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Steve Marcus)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Fans in the Fiserv Forum watch during an NCAA Division I women's college volleyball game between Wisconsin and Texas Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        A judge in California on Thursday was scheduled to weigh preliminary approval of a $2.78 billion settlement of three antitrust lawsuits against the NCAA and major conferences, the first step of a lengthy process that could lead to college athletes getting a cut of the billions in television revenue that flows to their schools.
Attorneys from both sides were set to appear in front of U.S. District Judge Claudia Wilken in Oakland, California. Wilken could rule as soon Thursday, but it is more likely to be several days.
The NCAA and five power conferences agreed in May to settle House v. NCAA and two similar case cases that challenged compensation rules for college athletes.
The deal calls for the NCAA to foot the bill for nearly $3 billion in damages paid to former and current college athletes who were denied the right to earn money off their name, image and likeness, dating to 2016.

    


As part of the settlement, the conferences agreed to a revenue-sharing plan that would allow each school to direct about $21 million to athletes, starting as soon as next season -- if the settlement receives final approval.




Preliminary approval allows the plaintiffs to begin notifying thousands of former and current college athletes that they are eligible to claim damages or object to the terms. That can start in two weeks.
Objections have already been filed with the court, including one from the plaintiffs in another athlete compensation case in Colorado who declined to be part of the settlement. A group of former Division I female athletes is also challenging the settlement, claiming damages will be unfairly paid mostly to football and men's basketball players.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Two college athlete advocacy groups that support the organization of players and collective bargaining as part of a new compensation model have taken different approaches to the settlement.

    


The National College Players' Association last week called the settlement "unjust" and said it would work to prevent it from being approved. Athletes.org, which says it has nearly 4,000 college athletes as members, said it supports the settlement as an important first step, but would like some of the terms tweaked before it is implemented.
The NCAA and college sports leaders are already working on how to implement the revenue-sharing plan -- including bringing in an outside third-party to manage enforcement of some terms. Preliminary approval creates a modicum of certainty, but the work of implementation will still have to be done while waiting for final approval from Wilken.
The soonest that could happen is 150 days after notices go out to members of the class.
___
Follow Ralph D. Russo at https://twitter.com/ralphDrussoAP
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        United States women's head coach Emma Hayes says there is much work to be done before female managers are given a chance in men's soccer.
Hayes is one of the most successful coaches in the women's game having won multiple titles with Chelsea and recently taken gold at the Paris Olympics with the Americans.
But asked by the BBC radio "Today" program on Thursday if the owners of men's soccer teams were ready for a female head coach, she said: "Of course they're not, otherwise it would have happened by now."
Fourth-division Forest Green Rovers became the first professional soccer team in England to appoint a female head coach when Hannah Dingley was given the job on a temporary basis last year.
"I've said this a million times over -- you can find a female pilot, a female doctor, a female lawyer, a female banker, but you can't find a female coach working in the men's game, leading men. It just shows you how much work there is to be done," Hayes said.

    


Hayes won seven Women's Super League titles in a 12-year reign at Chelsea. During that time the men's team had 11 different managers.
In 2021, it was reported she was in contention to take over at third-division men's team Wimbledon. At the time, she said it was an "insult" to describe women's soccer as a step down from the men's game.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            FILE - Alison Levine, a Paralympian who competes in the sport of boccia, parades with fellow athletes in the Paralympics Opening Ceremony from Team Canada in Paris, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. Levine and teammates are dressed in uniforms designed by Lululemon with adaptive fashion in mind. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard, File)
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            FILE - Canada athletes parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)
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            FILE - Alison Levine, a Paralympian who competes in the sport of boccia, parades with fellow athletes in the Paralympics Opening Ceremony from Team Canada in Paris, Wednesday Aug. 28, 2024. Levine and teammates are dressed in uniforms designed by Lululemon with adaptive fashion in mind. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard, File)
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            FILE - Canada athletes parade during the Opening Ceremony for the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti, File)
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                                        Three years ago, when Team Canada appeared at the opening ceremonies of the Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics, the athletes were dressed in sleek white jeans. They may have looked good, but for some Paralympians on the team, they were a challenge.
For Alison Levine, for example. The para athlete, who competes in the sport of boccia, couldn't wear jeans because in a wheelchair, they dug into her skin. They lacked an elastic waistband, and were difficult to take on and off. 
"There was no way I was getting those on," says Levine, who had to go find something else herself that would work, and not look too different. "You don't want to look different because of your disability," Levine says. "You don't want it to be, 'Team Canada plus you guys.'"
Things are different this year. At the Paralympics opening ceremony in Paris, Levine and teammates wore bright red jackets with features like magnetic closures that make it easier for everyone, disabled or not. And there was an option of a seated carpenter pant that was designed with Levine in mind -- even called the "Alison pant."

    


Levine sees the design process, in which apparel company Lululemon started interviewing her and others for guidance three years ago, as a meaningful advance not only in Olympics attire but in the broader area of what's known as adaptive or inclusive fashion, in which fashion labels are starting -- albeit slowly -- to respond to the needs of disabled people, and recognize that they're an important economic force.




"Listen, people want to look good," says Levine, 34, who has a degenerative neuromuscular disorder. "It doesn't matter if you're disabled or not. A lot of the time when you're disabled, you have to sacrifice your looks for what works for you, or for comfort. But the disability movement is getting bolder and stronger and saying that we're not going to accept these things anymore."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Levine recognizes that she and her Canadian teammates are among the luckier ones, and that most athletes don't have the luxury of a major apparel company designing their kits and reaching out for guidance. Lululemon, which has a four-Games deal with Team Canada, designed all outfits for Olympians and Paralympians outside the field of play: for opening and closing ceremonies, village wear, medal ceremonies, media appearances and travel.

    


Audrey Reilly, creative director for Team Canada at Lululemon, says she was shocked to find out that Levine mostly wore medical scrubs, for ease and comfort, when training or competing. That led to new designs for both sitting and standing athletes. "All the athletes want to look the same," says Reilly. "They want to feel the same." 
The garment she called the "Alison pant" has pockets at the shins, so an athlete in a wheelchair can easily access them. Levine says it was "insane" to hear that a garment was named after her, but mostly she was happy that she could wear what others were wearing: "You feel like you're really part of the team."
Alison Brown, a podcaster who has been covering Olympics for years, says this Olympic cycle is the first where she has seen signs of adaptive fashion taking hold. She was struck by both the Lululemon kit reveal in the spring and the Nike reveal for Team USA, in which there were models in wheelchairs or with prosthetics.

    


"It's so simple, yet so impactful," says Brown - who also points out that most teams don't have the resources or the institutional setup, like Team USA and Team Canada, where Olympians and Paralympians are part of the same structure.
To Mindy Scheier, who's been advocating for better clothing options for the disabled for more than a decade, it's no surprise that 2024 is the year the issue became visible at the Olympics - not to mention in Paris, a world capital of fashion.
"The paradigm has shifted, and brands are really starting to see this as a business opportunity," Scheier says. "The momentum has absolutely trickled down to the Olympics and Paralympics, because there has been such a breakthrough in the industry."

    


Scheier began her advocacy work a decade ago when her 8-year-old son, born with muscular dystrophy, wanted to wear jeans to school rather than sweatpants. She couldn't find any options. A fashion designer herself, Scheier formed a foundation and consulting agency and works with design labels and retailers to embrace adaptive fashion.
Ten years ago she had no partners; she now has many, from a high-end label like Tommy Hilfiger, which has its own adaptive line, Tommy Adaptive, to Target, Victoria's Secret and others. Scheier's foundation, Runway of Dreams, will be mounting a show this month at New York Fashion Week featuring some 60 models with varying disabilities.
"This is a vocal population, and it wants to be considered a consumer," says Scheier.
Jessica Long counts herself a fashion fan. A long-dominant para swimmer for Team USA, Long, 32, is now competing in her sixth Paralympics -- she began winning gold medals at age 12. As a double amputee, one of the hardest things for her growing up, she says, was finding shoes that would work for her prosthetics.

    


"There's not many things in my life that make me feel very disabled, but shoe shopping, and clothes shopping in general, has always been the hardest," she says.
It got easier as she grew older and more confident. But she says finding shoes is still the biggest challenge: "What people might not think about is that shoes can completely throw off my walking ... if they're too heavy." 
She's grateful that the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee and sponsor Ralph Lauren, which designed opening and closing ceremony wear, surveyed the para athletes a year ago, asking what works best.
"I've seen so much improvement in the mobility for us," Long said in an interview ahead of the Paralympics. "It's those little pieces that mean the most, I think, to the para athletes. I think it's going to be really exciting when we all dress up."
___
AP Paralympics: https://apnews.com/hub/paralympic-games
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            Hailey Danz from the U.S. celebrates after winning the women's PTS2 Triathlon at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Paralympic athlete Santos Araujo, of Brasil, celebrates after winning at men's 200 m Freestyle -S2 final, during the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Ezra Frech from the U.S. leads the men's 100 m. T63 competition at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Italy's Beatrice Maria Vio Grandis, left, and South Korea's Cho Sun Eye compete in the women's foil wheelchair fencing bronze medal match at the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Paralympic athlete Nicholas Bennet, of Canada, reacts after winning at Men's 100 m Backstroke -SB14 final, during the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Australia's Ryley Batt competes during the wheelchair rugby bronze medal match between Australia and Great Britain at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Guo Jincheng, of China, jumps into the pool during a warm up session ahead of a competition, during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Medina Meneses, of Colombia, competes at Men's Javelin Throw F34 Final at the Stade de France stadium, during the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Italy's Beatrice Maria Vio Grandis coach installs her prosthesis before to compete against China's Su Kang during the women's foil wheelchair fencing Category B Repechage Round 4 at the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Ezra Frech from the U.S competes during the men's High Jump T63 final during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Jessica Vitorino of Brazil competes during the Women's quarterfinal 3 round Goalball game against Japan at the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Paralympic athlete Yaroslav Semenenko, of Ukraine, stands next to the pool during a warm up session ahead of the competition, during the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Athletes wait for the start of the Triathlon competition at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Ezra Frech from the U.S. celebrates after winning the men's 100 m. T63 competition at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Australia's Alexa Leary prepares to compete in the women's 100 m. Freestyle S9 at the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Italy's Beatrice Maria Vio Grandis, left, competes against China's Xiao Rong during the women's foil wheelchair fencing semifinal at the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Chris Kinda, of Namibia, removes the mask that prevents him from seeing as he competes at Men's 100m -T11 at the Stade de France stadium, during the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Italy's Valentina Petrillo competes in the women's 400m T12 round 1, at the Stade de France stadium, during the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Jackson Ranger)
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            Paralympic athlete Santos Araujo, of Brasil, celebrates after winning at men's 200 m Freestyle -S2 final, during the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Jayden Blackwell from the U.S celebrates after winning the Men's 400m T38 race during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Brittni Mason from the U.S., centre, competes in the women's 100 m. T47 during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Japan's Yukinobu Ike plays the ball during the wheelchair rugby gold medal match between Japan and the U.S. at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Cuba's Robiel Yankiel Sol Cervantes competes at the men's long jump T47 during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Jihen Azaiez, of Tunisia, competes at Women's Shot Put F46 Final, at the Stade de France stadium, during the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Sevilay Ozturk, of Turkey, adjusts her glasses during a warm up ahead of the competition, during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Japan's Daisuke Ikezaki falls after colliding with Sarah Adam of the U.S. during the wheelchair rugby gold medal match between Japan and the U.S. at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Blind soccer players from France and China compete in a Preliminary Round Group A - Match 4, at the Eiffel Tower Stadium, during the 2024 Paralympics, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Highlights of week 2 at the Paralympics

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 27 | 
            Hailey Danz from the U.S. celebrates after winning the women's PTS2 Triathlon at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Paralympic athlete Santos Araujo, of Brasil, celebrates after winning at men's 200 m Freestyle -S2 final, during the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Ezra Frech from the U.S. leads the men's 100 m. T63 competition at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Italy's Beatrice Maria Vio Grandis, left, and South Korea's Cho Sun Eye compete in the women's foil wheelchair fencing bronze medal match at the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Paralympic athlete Nicholas Bennet, of Canada, reacts after winning at Men's 100 m Backstroke -SB14 final, during the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Australia's Ryley Batt competes during the wheelchair rugby bronze medal match between Australia and Great Britain at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Guo Jincheng, of China, jumps into the pool during a warm up session ahead of a competition, during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Medina Meneses, of Colombia, competes at Men's Javelin Throw F34 Final at the Stade de France stadium, during the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Italy's Beatrice Maria Vio Grandis coach installs her prosthesis before to compete against China's Su Kang during the women's foil wheelchair fencing Category B Repechage Round 4 at the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Ezra Frech from the U.S competes during the men's High Jump T63 final during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 27

                                    
                                    Ezra Frech from the U.S competes during the men's High Jump T63 final during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 27 | 
            Jessica Vitorino of Brazil competes during the Women's quarterfinal 3 round Goalball game against Japan at the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Paralympic athlete Yaroslav Semenenko, of Ukraine, stands next to the pool during a warm up session ahead of the competition, during the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Athletes wait for the start of the Triathlon competition at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Ezra Frech from the U.S. celebrates after winning the men's 100 m. T63 competition at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Australia's Alexa Leary prepares to compete in the women's 100 m. Freestyle S9 at the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Italy's Beatrice Maria Vio Grandis, left, competes against China's Xiao Rong during the women's foil wheelchair fencing semifinal at the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            Chris Kinda, of Namibia, removes the mask that prevents him from seeing as he competes at Men's 100m -T11 at the Stade de France stadium, during the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Italy's Valentina Petrillo competes in the women's 400m T12 round 1, at the Stade de France stadium, during the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Jackson Ranger)
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            Paralympic athlete Santos Araujo, of Brasil, celebrates after winning at men's 200 m Freestyle -S2 final, during the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Jayden Blackwell from the U.S celebrates after winning the Men's 400m T38 race during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    20 of 27

                                    
                                    Jayden Blackwell from the U.S celebrates after winning the Men's 400m T38 race during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 27 | 
            Brittni Mason from the U.S., centre, competes in the women's 100 m. T47 during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Japan's Yukinobu Ike plays the ball during the wheelchair rugby gold medal match between Japan and the U.S. at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Cuba's Robiel Yankiel Sol Cervantes competes at the men's long jump T47 during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            Jihen Azaiez, of Tunisia, competes at Women's Shot Put F46 Final, at the Stade de France stadium, during the 2024 Paralympics, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Sevilay Ozturk, of Turkey, adjusts her glasses during a warm up ahead of the competition, during the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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            Japan's Daisuke Ikezaki falls after colliding with Sarah Adam of the U.S. during the wheelchair rugby gold medal match between Japan and the U.S. at the 2024 Paralympics, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard)
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            Blind soccer players from France and China compete in a Preliminary Round Group A - Match 4, at the Eiffel Tower Stadium, during the 2024 Paralympics, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Paris, France. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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                                        A gallery of highlights from the second week of the Paralympics, captured by AP photographers at the Paris Games.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/paris-paralympics-2024-photo-gallery-119cfce0690f492778976cbc775393bb
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            Florida head coach Billy Napier paces the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Miami, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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            FILE - Florida head coach Billy Napier roams the sidelines during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Missouri Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Columbia, Mo. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Florida head coach Billy Napier, center, walks off the field after his team was defeated by Miami, 41-17, in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Would Florida fire coach Billy Napier in the first month of the season?

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Florida head coach Billy Napier paces the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Miami, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    Florida head coach Billy Napier paces the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Miami, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            FILE - Florida head coach Billy Napier roams the sidelines during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Missouri Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Columbia, Mo. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - Florida head coach Billy Napier roams the sidelines during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Missouri Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in Columbia, Mo. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            Florida head coach Billy Napier, center, walks off the field after his team was defeated by Miami, 41-17, in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    Florida head coach Billy Napier, center, walks off the field after his team was defeated by Miami, 41-17, in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARK LONG

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- No one should be surprised if Florida fires coach Billy Napier during the opening month of the season.
There's plenty of recent precedent.
Five coaches were let go in the first five weeks of the 2022 season: Scott Frost at Nebraska, Herm Edwards at Arizona State, Geoff Collins at Georgia Tech, Paul Chryst at Wisconsin and Karl Dorrell at Colorado. (Clay Helton was fired at USC after two games in 2021.)
Although each situation was different, there was a common thread: the coaches had reached the point of no return. Boosters threatened to stop contributing financially. Fans vowed to stop showing up for games. Administrators had little choice but to turn the page.
It feels like Napier is close, if not already there. Saturday night's home game against lower-division Samford (0-1) could be a clear sign of how frustrated the Florida faithful have become watching the former Louisiana-Lafayette coach flounder.

    


Napier is 11-15 in two-plus seasons with the Gators, including a six-game skid and 11 losses in his last 14 games against power-conference opponents. His season-opening, 41-17 drubbing to then-No. 19 Miami in the Swamp last week showed little has changed in three seasons.




The Gators were twice flagged for roughing the passer in the first half, and both penalties led to touchdowns. Napier had to call a timeout coming out of a media timeout in the second quarter. And he dialed up runs (one was technically a pass behind the line of scrimmage) on two third-and-5 plays.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Florida didn't have a single pass play gain 20 yards, went 1 of 9 on third down and finished with 261 total yards -- with 71 of those coming on Montrell Johnson's TD scamper late in the first half. Florida's rebuilt defense was gashed for 529 yards, the sixth time an opponent has topped 500 yards during Napier's regime.
"We can flip the script and kind of move on," Napier said Wednesday night. "It's so key, whether you have failure or success, that it doesn't affect your attitude or approach. We're battling human nature on both ends of the spectrum. Sometimes you win and you're sky-high and you get to thinking you're better than you are and sometimes you have failure and you're getting beat up.

    


"It's part of the leadership challenge to help our young people sort through what becomes a noisy situation."
It's deafening in Gainesville right now, even though Florida would owe Napier more than $25 million if it fires him during or after this season. 
Questions about Napier's job security won't go away anytime soon, especially amid the toughest schedule in school history, and not even a victory against seemingly overmatched Samford would do much to quell a restless fanbase.
"It is what it is. If you play for the New York Giants and you get beat by a couple scores and you look sloppy, you're going to get criticized," Napier said. "Look, we have a lot of football left to play and there'll be a time hopefully here if we can right the ship here that we'll be combatting the other side of the spectrum."

    


Jack Crowe holds the dubious distinction of being the only coach in recent memory to get canned after Week 1. Arkansas athletic director Frank Broyles fired Crowe the day after a 10-3 home loss to The Citadel in 1992. Crowe has just begun his third season, and the Razorbacks had just moved to the Southeastern Conference.
It seemed rash at the time. But quick triggers have become more commonplace of late.
Frost was fired three games into his fifth season. Edwards was let go three games into Year 5. Collins was fired four games into his fourth year. Chryst was gone five games into Year 8. Dorrell was ousted after an 0-5 start in his third season. Rutgers let Chris Ash go four games into his fourth season in 2019.
Most of them didn't survive September, and like Napier, they entered the season on the proverbial hot seat.
It would be out of character for Florida to do the same. After all, the last four coaches fired in Gainesville -- Ron Zook, Will Muschamp, Jim McElwain and Dan Mullen -- lasted at least until late October.

    


But college football has changed dramatically since even Mullen's firing in 2021. Boosters are more openly involved than ever before, and collectives at big-time programs have monthly payrolls to meet. And potential financial fallout might be as important to the health of a program as wins and losses.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/florida-napier-6f86893c5b2f120c3161053dfee43f1d
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            Fans and Columbus Blue Jackets players gathered for an emotional candlelight vigil outside the team's arena on Wednesday night to remember Johnny Gaudreau and brother Matthew, who died last week when they were struck by a vehicle while riding bicycles in their home state of New Jersey.
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            2 of 18 | 
            Columbus Blue Jackets player Cole Sillinger, center, reacts during the candlelight vigil to honor Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Blue Jackets fan Hudson Saad of Columbus, has a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            A Blue Jackets fan has a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Columbus Blue Jackets player Boone Jenner speaks during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Columbus Blue Jackets fan Scarlett Well, has a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor of Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Blue Jackets fans Gianna,left, and Elijah Willis, have a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Columbus Blue Jackets fan Nathan Steele of Columbus, has a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans gather for a candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans gather for a candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans leave mementos as part of the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans leave mementos as part of the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans gather for a candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 18 | 
            Columbus Blue Jackets fans leave chalk messages during the candlelight vigil to honor Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Columbus Blue Jackets player Cole Sillinger speaks during a candlelight vigil to honor Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            16 of 18 | 
            Columbus Blue Jackets player Cole Sillinger, center, reacts during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans write messages during a candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans leave flowers and mementos as part of the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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                                    Fans and Columbus Blue Jackets players gathered for an emotional candlelight vigil outside the team's arena on Wednesday night to remember Johnny Gaudreau and brother Matthew, who died last week when they were struck by a vehicle while riding bicycles in their home state of New Jersey.
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            Columbus Blue Jackets player Cole Sillinger, center, reacts during the candlelight vigil to honor Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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                                    Columbus Blue Jackets player Cole Sillinger, center, reacts during the candlelight vigil to honor Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 18 | 
            Blue Jackets fan Hudson Saad of Columbus, has a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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                                    Blue Jackets fan Hudson Saad of Columbus, has a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 18 | 
            A Blue Jackets fan has a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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                                    A Blue Jackets fan has a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Columbus Blue Jackets player Boone Jenner speaks during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Columbus Blue Jackets fan Scarlett Well, has a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor of Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Blue Jackets fans Gianna,left, and Elijah Willis, have a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Columbus Blue Jackets fan Nathan Steele of Columbus, has a moment of silence during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans gather for a candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans gather for a candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans leave mementos as part of the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans leave mementos as part of the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans gather for a candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Columbus Blue Jackets fans leave chalk messages during the candlelight vigil to honor Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Columbus Blue Jackets player Cole Sillinger speaks during a candlelight vigil to honor Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Columbus Blue Jackets player Cole Sillinger, center, reacts during the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans write messages during a candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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            Fans leave flowers and mementos as part of the candlelight vigil to honor Columbus Blue Jackets hockey player Johnny Gaudreau, Thursday, Sept. 4, 2024, outside of Nationwide Arena in Columbus, Ohio. Gaudreau and his brother Matthew were killed by a motor vehicle last week while riding bicycles. (AP Photo/Joe Maiorana)
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Fans and Columbus Blue Jackets players gathered for an emotional candlelight vigil outside the team's arena to remember Johnny Gaudreau and his brother Matthew, who died last week when they were struck by a suspected drunken driver while riding bicycles in their home state of New Jersey.
The crowd of roughly 1,000 outside Nationwide Arena was encouraged to light their candles at at 7:49 p.m. Wednesday evening. For the next 13:21 minutes -- for Johnny's No. 13 jersey and Matthew's No. 21 -- they stood in silent remembrance watching a slideshow played of photos showing the siblings from childhood, through their teenage years and into college hockey, the pros, marriages, baptisms and lives filled with joy and love.
Flanked by a memorial 20 feet deep and 40 feet wide (6 meters by 12 meters) of jerseys, candles, balloons, stuffed animals, Gatorade bottles and signage, players including captain Boone Jenner, defenseman Erik Gudbranson and forward Cole Sillinger shared their memories of Johnny Gaudreau.

    


Gudbranson had known Gaudreau the longest, dating to their time as teammates with the Calgary Flames. He made the crowd chuckle sharing stories of Gaudreau barely making it on time to every team meeting and how he could be out of the locker room in his suit before Gudbranson had gotten out of his skates.




"A little thing I did with John is I'd pick him up and give him a bear hug, and I wouldn't put him down until he told me he loved me," Gudbranson told the crowd. "He wouldn't tell me for a long time. I know up here it was because he enjoyed the hug. We just miss him so much."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

When the timer finished counting up and candle wax and tears commingled on the bricks outside the arena, chants began: "Johnny Hockey, Johnny Hockey, Johnny Hockey."
At 8:08, the players moved back inside the building. A similar vigil took place in Calgary, where Johnny Gaudreau played for nearly a decade.

    


The funeral for the Gaudreau brothers will take place Monday at St. Mary Magdalen Catholic Church in Media, Pennsylvania. Their obituaries noted it would be streamed on the Columbus Blue Jackets' website, given the number of people expected to attend.
In Columbus earlier Wednesday, players and general manager Don Waddell attempted to make sense of the tragedy. 
"While there's a huge hole in our lineup, there's an even bigger one in our hearts," Waddell said, acknowledging that questions remain about how the team would move forward. "Our immediate focus is on supporting the Gaudreau family and supporting each other as we continue to grieve the loss of Johnny and Matthew."
Waddell said the team will look to their leaders. Jenner, who has been captain since 2021, said the Blue Jackets must persevere and support each other as a unit.
"As a team, we're going to get through this together," Jenner said. "We're going to grieve, cry, be vulnerable and support each other every step of the way, but we will persevere because I know that's what Johnny would've wanted."
Gudbranson said that while he has struggled to find consistent connections with many teammates, Gaudreau's unique way of driving him crazy brought them together.

    


"You will continue to inspire me to be just like you," Gudbranson said.
Gaudreau turned down more money from the New Jersey Devils to sign a $68.25 million, seven-year contract with the Blue Jackets in 2022.
Defensemen Zach Werenski highlighted Gaudreau's decision to move and embrace the city of Columbus.
"You brought so much joy and excitement to this city," Werenski said. "I've never quite seen anything like it."
The Gaudreau brothers were cycling on a road in Oldmans Township at about 8 p.m. on Aug. 29 when a man driving an SUV in the same direction attempted to pass two other vehicles and struck them from behind, according to New Jersey State Police. They were pronounced dead at the scene.
Police said the driver, 43-year-old Sean M. Higgins, was suspected of being under the influence of alcohol and charged with two counts of death by auto, along with reckless driving, possession of an open container and consuming alcohol in a motor vehicle. On Thursday, the judge postponed a hearing in the case until Sept. 13 to give both sides more time to prepare. The suspect is being held until then.

    


Gudbranson ended his statement with a message to people considering driving while under the influence of alcohol.
"If you think about driving after a few beers or a fun night, please, please, please do not," Gudbranson said. "Find a way home."
At the annual NHLPA rookie showcase outside Washington, union executive director Marty Walsh said the tragedy was having wide-ranging effects around hockey.
"The deaths of Johnny and his brother are impacting a lot of players in the league as a whole and obviously is impacting their alma mater, Boston College, and the people in Boston," Walsh said. "The tributes are beautiful to see. We've just got to continue to support the family the best we can."
___
AP Hockey Writer Stephen Whyno in Arlington, Virginia, contributed to this report.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/NHL
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            West Virginia quarterback Nicco Marchiol, left, is pressured by Penn State linebacker Tyler Elsdon (43) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Morgantown, W.Va., Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Kathleen Batten)
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            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar looks to pass against West Virginia in the third quarter of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Morgantown, W.Va. (William Wotring/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Penn State players celebrate after tight end Tyler Warren (44) scored a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game against West Virginia in Morgantown, W.Va., Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Kathleen Batten)
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            Penn State quarterback Drew Allar (15) is defended by West Virginia linebacker Josiah Trotter (40) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Morgantown, W.Va., Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Kathleen Batten)
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                                        STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) -- Zakee Wheatley already feels like Penn State's defense has generated a stadium full of swagger.
The junior safety experienced it in last week's season-opening win and again when the No. 8 Nittany Lions gathered to study their drubbing of West Virginia.
"I look at the d-line, I look at the linebackers, I look to the left and right, the other safety, there's nothing but confidence right there," Wheatley said.
The Nittany Lions (1-0) have plenty of reasons to be confident and hope to sharpen their reputation as one of the nation's fiercest defenses with a four-game home stretch starting with Bowling Green (1-0) on Saturday.
In that span, Penn State will also welcome Kent State, Illinois and UCLA to Beaver Stadium, where Wheatley and the rest of the Nittany Lions have forced 31 turnovers and held opponents to 13 points per game over the last three seasons.

    


The three turnovers Penn State forced at West Virginia last week give them 53 and counting over the last three years.
"It is a small amount of data," coach James Franklin said. "But it's a really good starting point."




And it's a good start for a handful of new faces in new roles, including coordinator Tom Allen, linebacker-turned-defensive end Abdul Carter and a re-tooled secondary with transfer cornerbacks A.J. Harris and Jalen Kimber.
"The standard's the standard," Wheatley said. "What I see on film is 11 guys sprinting to the ball. Backside corners, everybody sprinting to the ball, showing they've got that will and hunger for the ball. That's how you create turnovers, havoc and that's how you have a good defense."
Finally back

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Having 282-pound defensive end Smith Vilbert healthy has also boosted Allen's defense.
The defensive end missed nearly two full seasons due to injuries before plugging into the Nittany Lions' rotation where he chipped in a sack and forced a fumble at West Virginia. Although Penn State lost two of its best pass rushers in Adisa Isaac and Chop Robinson to the NFL draft, Franklin believes Vilbert will help Penn State maintain its feared pass rush.

    


"You're talking about a guy who was a high-level basketball player when we recruited him," Franklin said. "He is 6'6, 280 pounds. He can run, he can bend, he's aggressive and he's mature."
Tough road ahead
Bowling Green coach Scot Loeffler knows all about playing in hostile venues.
His Falcons visited Michigan's massive facility a year ago, losing 31-6 in The Big House. Not only does he see similarities in Penn State's sprawling Beaver Stadium, he thinks the Nittany Lions are perhaps as talented as last season's NCAA championship squad.
"It's as good as Penn State team as I've seen in a long time," Loeffler said. "They'll make a run, in my opinion for the Big Ten championship. I think that's the type of caliber of team that we're facing this weekend."
Bowling Green visits Texas A&M on Sept. 21.
Unheralded QB
Bowling Green quarterback Connor Bazelak is 103 completions away from 1,000 in his career.
Only Washington's Will Rogers and Oregon's Dillon Gabriel have completed more career passes than Bazelak, who enters the game playing some of his best football yet according to Loeffler.

    


Bazelak threw for 168 yards on 15-for-22 passing and ran for a touchdown in the Falcon's 41-17 win over Fordham.
"He looked like a big-time quarterback. He was on rhythm the entire game," Loeffler said. "There was zero indecisiveness."
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - UConn center Donovan Clingan (32) celebrates cutting the net after their win against Purdue in the NCAA college Final Four championship basketball game, April 8, 2024, in Glendale, Ariz. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip, File)
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            The Big 12 logo is seen on the field prior to the game between Utah and Southern Utah before an NCAA college football game Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            FILE - Big 12 Commissioner Brett Yormark addresses the media, Oct. 17, 2023, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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                                        The Big 12 Commissioner Brett Yormark announced Thursday that the conference is pausing conversations about possibly inviting UConn to the league.
"As commissioner, it is my responsibility to explore a variety of value-creating opportunities on behalf of the Big 12," Yormark said in a statement. "Following detailed discussions with my conference colleagues alongside UConn leadership, we have jointly decided to pause our conversations at this time. We will instead focus our attention and resources to ushering in this new era of college athletics."
The Big 12's rekindled conversations with UConn became public two weeks ago, after school officials pitched the Huskies to conference athletic directors. 
Big 12 university presidents and chancellors heard from the conference's media consultants last week on the value of adding the Huskies, a Big East Conference member that has won the last two men's basketball national titles, a powerhouse women's program and an independent football program that has floundered for more than a decade.

    


Yormark has long been interested in adding the East Coast men's and women's basketball juggernaut with a massive following in the New York area to a conference that spans from Orlando, Florida, to Tempe, Arizona.




The plan called for adding UConn in most sports, while providing a six-year runway for the school to invest in and improve its football program.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The idea was not embraced at a time when there seems to be other priorities, most notably implementation of a new revenue-sharing model in major college sports and the financial impact of a $2.78 billion settlement of antitrust lawsuits against the NCAA and major conferences.
The Big 12 just began its first year as a 16-school conference after adding Arizona State, Arizona, Colorado and Utah from the failed Pac-12.
___
Follow Ralph D. Russo at https://twitter.com/ralphDrussoAP
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Berrade wins Spanish Vuelta stage as O'Connor protects 5-second lead over Roglic
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                                        VITORIA-GASTEIZ, Spain (AP) -- Urko Berrade made a late move to escape the breakaway group and win the 19th stage of the Spanish Vuelta on Thursday, with Ben O'Connor holding on to a five-second lead over three-time champion Primoz Roglic.
It was the third stage win for team Kern Pharma, whose founder -- Manolo Azcona -- passed away last week. Pablo Castrillo, another Spaniard, had won twice following Azcona's death.
Spanish riders have won four Vuelta stages so far, their best tally since 2019.
"Without a doubt, it's a dream," Berrade said. "The stage closer to home, with all my family watching me, friends, in the last stages of La Vuelta... When there are so few opportunities left it seemed complicated to get a stage. I've been close in others, but it's incredible. At the end, that last climb, with everyone pretty cooked, they told me: 'You all have a chance, try it.' I tried from there, almost without looking back, I tried not to look back. I didn't see myself as the winner until I crossed the finish line."

    


Berrade made his move to the front with about five kilometers (3.1 miles) to go in the 179.5-kilometer (111-mile) mid-mountain stage through Basque Country roads.




O'Connor and Roglic finished together again, and the gap between the two remained at five seconds entering the decisive stages and the weekend finish in Madrid. Enric Mas was also in contention, 1 minute, 25 seconds off the lead.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It wasn't an easy stage at all, to be honest. There are no easy days this year," said O'Connor, an Australian. "But somehow, I'm still managing to crack out some pretty good numbers, so I don't think it makes any difference now. And I'm still in the lead. It's nice to have it for another day. I don't know if it's 13 or 14 days, a long time. I've loved it and I enjoyed it a lot."
On Friday, riders will face a 173.5-kilometer (107.8-mile) route that includes a challenging climb of nearly 10 kilometers (6.2 miles).
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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Coming off a tough loss to Wisconsin, Western Michigan moves on to powerhouse No. 2 Ohio State
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            Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) looks to throw a pass against Akron during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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            Ohio State receiver Jeremiah Smith, right, catches a pass in front of Akron defensive back Daymon David, left, during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Western Michigan's game against Wisconsin in Week 1 was closer than the 28-14 final score.
The Broncos played tough until almost the end.
No. 2 Ohio State is not Wisconsin, of course, but the Buckeyes certainly took notice of what the Mid-American Conference team, 4-8 last year, was able to do against a Big Ten opponent in their opener.
"I think it is good for us to see them play another Big Ten opponent, just to compare what we're seeing, so that was good," Ohio State coach Ryan Day said. "I thought they played well in that game. They were strong, and they have a good team."
The Broncos will still come in as more than five-touchdown underdogs when they visit Ohio Stadium for a night game Saturday. They can look forward to "Hang on Sloopy" after the third quarter instead of "Jump Around," but the Buckeyes faithful will be every bit as enthusiastic.

    


Ohio State started slow last week against Akron in the opener in the Horseshoe, then buried the Zips 35-3 in the second half to finish it 52-6. Day said the Buckeyes will be looking for a faster start.
"The effort across the board was solid," he said. "We got a long way to go here, and we want to keep pushing. There were certainly some great clips (last) Saturday, but we're nowhere near where we need to be. We've got to keep building. It's a long season."




Second-year Western Michigan coach Lance Taylor lamented that his squad "lacked the killer instinct" against Wisconsin.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"When you look at that game, for three-and-a-half quarters, we played really well," Taylor said. "Disciplined, smart, sound football. For the last 10 minutes we didn't. We did some things we didn't do at other points in the game. And ultimately, that cost us the game."
Taylor knows what he's getting himself into this week.
"Not only are they really good players but they are a disciplined football team," he said of the Buckeyes. "They don't beat themselves, they're where they should be, and they make the plays they should. Really good football teams do that. So it will be a great challenge for us."

    


Jeremiah watch
Heralded freshman receiver Jeremiah Smith had quite a debut last week, leading the Buckeyes with six catches for 92 yards and two contested TD catches against Akron. Carnell Tate had four receptions for 58 yards and a TD.
Focus on the positive
Taylor reckons that Western Michigan could have won the Wisconsin game if three plays had gone differently. The key to this week will be getting his players past that.
"Really, what you try to do as a football coach is point out the positives and show how you can learn and grow from the things you didn't do as well and need to do better," Taylor said. "But because they care so much, sometimes they dwell on the mistakes."
Let's go to the video!
Both coaches said this week that having electronic video pads on the sidelines to review plays was a huge advantage, as much as the new helmet radios that allow coaches to call in plays to the field.
"Everyone gets to get real information, see it exactly how it happened, and that doesn't happen until we were able to access to these, so it really does help," Day said. "It really helps with the players. They see it, and they're getting communication on what they're dealing with."

    


Broncos to watch
Quarterback Hayden Wolff was 12 for 18 for 141 yards and an interception against Wisconsin. Jalen Buckley carried 16 times for 64 yards and two touchdowns. Linebacker Donald Willis and cornerback Bilhal Kone each had 10 tackles.
___
AP college football: Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Texas and defending national champ Michigan clash in rare meeting of two historic programs
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            Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers (3) throws before an NCAA college football game against Colorado State in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Michigan running back Donovan Edwards scores on a pass reception during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game against Fresno State, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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                                        No. 3 Texas (1-0) at No. 10 Michigan (1-0), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas by 7 1/2.
Series records: Texas 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
A rare matchup of two of the winningest programs in college football history and two of last season's playoff teams. The only previous meeting between the Longhorns and Wolverines was the 2005 Rose Bowl. A loss in the SEC-Big Ten bragging rights matchup won't kill the College Football Playoff hopes for either team in this season's expanded format, but the winner earns the right to be called a top title contender. The Wolverines are the defending national champions.
KEY MATCHUP
Expect a punishing struggle in the trenches. Texas returned four starters on the offensive line this season and the new starter, right tackle Cameron Williams, was named the SEC's co-offensive lineman of the week after the first game. That group must protect quarterback Quinn Ewers from a Michigan defensive line with preseason All-American Mason Graham and Kenneth Grant at the point of attack.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Texas: Ewers could make himself a Heisman front-runner with a big game against a Michigan secondary that includes preseason All-American shutdown cornerback Will Johnson. Ewers has played some of his best games in Texas' biggest games the last two seasons.




Michigan: The Wolverines aren't nearly so settled at quarterback. Former walk-on Davis Warren started the season opener against Fresno State. Texas native Alex Orji also played. Both threw touchdown passes but struggled to ignite a sluggish offense. One, or both, will have to be sharp against the Longhorns. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Michigan was won 23 consecutive home game, the third longest streak in school history and longest since 1969-73. Last season, Texas snapped Alabama's 21 game home win streak ... Texas had 10 receivers catch passes in the first half against Colorado State and Ewers has a touchdown pass in 14 consecutive games ... Michigan ranks No. 1 in most college football wins with 1,005. Texas is No. 4 with 949.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Magic Johnson waves to people before an NBA basketball game between the New York Knicks and the Los Angeles Lakers Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)
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            U.S. Olympic women's soccer team member Croix Bethune lays down her gold medal from the 2024 Paris Olympics on the pitcher's mound so she can throw the opening pitch before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and New York Yankees, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Magic Johnson buys a stake in the NWSL's Washington Spirit

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - Magic Johnson waves to people before an NBA basketball game between the New York Knicks and the Los Angeles Lakers Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Magic Johnson waves to people before an NBA basketball game between the New York Knicks and the Los Angeles Lakers Saturday, Feb. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            U.S. Olympic women's soccer team member Croix Bethune lays down her gold medal from the 2024 Paris Olympics on the pitcher's mound so she can throw the opening pitch before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and New York Yankees, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    U.S. Olympic women's soccer team member Croix Bethune lays down her gold medal from the 2024 Paris Olympics on the pitcher's mound so she can throw the opening pitch before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and New York Yankees, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Magic Johnson has bought an ownership stake in the National Women's Soccer League's Washington Spirit, the basketball great-turned entrepreneur's latest addition to his professional sports team portfolio.
The team announced Thursday that Johnson has joined the investor group led by owner Michele Kang.
"I'm excited to join the Washington Spirit's investor group at such a pivotal time in the club's history," Johnson said in a statement. "Partnering with a visionary like Michele Kang and her team to advance the growth of the Washington Spirit and the NWSL is an incredible opportunity. I'm excited to join the team and play my part to help elevate this organization."
Johnson, whose given name is Earvin, most recently became part of the ownership group that bought the NFL's Washington Commanders last year and also has shares in Major League Baseball's Los Angeles Dodgers, WNBA's Los Angeles Sparks and Major League Soccer's Los Angeles FC.

    


"From the basketball court to the boardroom, Earvin knows how to win, and we are delighted to count on his expertise as part of our fantastic investor group," said Kang, who has owned the team since 2022. "His commitment not only reflects the strength of our club, players, fans and brand, but also sends a powerful message about the growth and impact of women's sports globally. Together, we look forward to taking the Washington Spirit to new heights and inspiring the next generation of young women and girls worldwide."




Johnson will be introduced at a school event Friday and is expected to be at the Spirit's next home game Saturday at Audi Field against Portland Thorns FC.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In on-field news, the team said U.S. Olympic gold medal-winning midfielder Croix Bethune is out for the season with a knee injury. The Spirit said Bethune, who threw out the first pitch at the Nationals game on Aug. 28, tore the meniscus in one of her knees away from training.
The Washington Post reported Bethune was injured from throwing out the first pitch.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Wisconsin seeks its first 2-0 start since 2020 when it hosts FCS program South Dakota
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                    FILE - Wisconsin's Chez Mellusi carries the ball against Nebraska during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Nov. 19, 2022, in Lincoln, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz, File)
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                                        South Dakota (1-0) at Wisconsin (1-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line
Series record: Wisconsin leads 2-0
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Wisconsin is seeking its first 2-0 start since the pandemic-shortened 2020 season. Wisconsin is 19-1 against teams from the Missouri Valley Conference, a Football Championship Subdivision league. South Dakota will be aiming for its first win over a Football Bowl Subdivision program since winning 35-27 at Bowling Green in 2017.
KEY MATCHUP
South Dakota's running game vs. Wisconsin's run defense: Wisconsin won its season opener 28-14 over Western Michigan but allowed the Broncos to have some success running the ball. The Broncos gained 120 yards on 33 carries. South Dakota is eager to see how it handles a giant step up in competition after rushing for 266 yards and four touchdowns in a 45-3 blowout of Division II program Northern State. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
South Dakota: WR Carter Bell is coming off a 2023 season in which he caught 52 passes for 908 yards. He has 140 career catches for 2,164 yards and 16 touchdowns. He's also dangerous on special teams. In South Dakota's season opener, Bell scored on a 55-yard punt return.




Wisconsin: RBs Chez Mellusi and Tawee Walker combined to run for 140 yards on 34 carries against Western Michigan. Mellusi had 74 yards and a touchdown on 19 attempts in his return from a leg injury that limited him to four games last season. Walker, an Oklahoma transfer, rushed for 66 yards and one score on 15 carries. On each of their touchdowns, they bounced off defenders on their way to the end zone.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wisconsin is 17-2 in nonconference home games over the last 10 seasons. The only losses came against BYU in 2018 and Washington State in 2022. ... South Dakota scored on a kickoff return and a punt return in its season opener. Keyondray Jones-Logan had a 97-yard kickoff return to go along with Bell's punt return. ... Wisconsin had two 16-play drives and two 14-play drives against Western Michigan, though it also didn't have a single play from scrimmage go longer than 17 yards. ... South Dakota coach Bob Nielson is seeking his 230th career victory. ... South Dakota linebackers coach Elijah Hodge played at Wisconsin from 2006-08. ... Wisconsin defensive coordinator Mike Tressel was a graduate assistant at South Dakota from 1996-97.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Auburn hosts California in rematch of Tigers' 14-10 victory last season
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                    FILE - Auburn quarterback Payton Thorne looks to throw a pass during the first half of the Music City Bowl NCAA college football game against Maryland, Dec. 30, 2023, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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                                        California (1-0) at Auburn (1-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Auburn by 13 1/2.
Series record: Auburn leads 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Both teams would love to look better than they did in last season's meeting, especially on offense. The Tigers eked out a 14-10 win at California when neither team reached 300 yards in total offense. Cal only had 281 yards in total offense during a 31-13 win over UC-Davis. Auburn ran rampant over FCS Alabama A&M in a 73-3 win.
KEY MATCHUP
Auburn's passing game against California's defense. The Tigers' seven new receivers combined for 14 catches and 393 yards in a route of Alabama A&M. There's little doubt Auburn's passing game has improved but that game wasn't a true barometer of how much. The Bears gave up 221 yards passing in the opener against UC-Davis but also intercepted three passes. Auburn's new group of receivers is led by Penn State transfer KeAndre Lambert-Smith and freshmen Cam Coleman, Malcolm Simmons and Perry Thompson. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
California: RB Jaydn Ott limped off the field in the opener, but coach Justin Wilcox said he's probable for the Auburn game. Ott was a first-team All-Pac-12 selection last season after running for 1,315 yards. He's a preseason first-team All-ACC selection this year.




Auburn: QB Payton Thorne was stymied in last year's 14-10 Auburn win, passing for 94 yards and two touchdowns with an interception. Now, Thorne has far more weapons at his disposal but still has to get it done against FBS competition.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Auburn receiver Sam Jackson V played quarterback for the Golden Bears in last season's meeting, passing for just 126 yards with an interception. Jackson had a 37-yard TD catch in his Auburn debut. ... This is Auburn's first meeting with an Atlantic Coast Conference team since a 14-6 loss at Clemson in 2017. ... The Tigers played 94 players against Alabama A&M, exactly half of them seeing their first action for the Tigers. ... Auburn set single-game school marks with six touchdown passes and five players catching at least one. It was Auburn's first win by 70 or more points since beating Erskine 77-0 in 1932.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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South Carolina visits Kentucky in stand-alone SEC opener as others play non-conference showdowns
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            South Carolina defensive tackle DeAndre Jules (99) recovers a fumble and celebrates during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Old Dominion, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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            South Carolina defensive back Jalon Kilgore (24) celebrates a game clinching interception with defensive back Judge Collier (20) during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Old Dominion Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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            Texas wide receiver Johntay Cook II (1) runs up field against Colorado State after making a catch during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Virginia Tech quarterback Kyron Drones (1) is tackled by Vanderbilt linebacker Langston Patterson (10) and cornerback Martel Hight, right, during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Vanderbilt quarterback Diego Pavia (2) runs the ball against Virginia Tech safety Mose Phillips III (18) and linebacker Keli Lawson (0) during overtime of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            Vanderbilt players celebrate the team's 34-27 overtime win after an NCAA college football game against Virginia Tech, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        South Carolina visits Kentucky in stand-alone SEC opener as others play non-conference showdowns

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            South Carolina defensive tackle DeAndre Jules (99) recovers a fumble and celebrates during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Old Dominion, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    South Carolina defensive tackle DeAndre Jules (99) recovers a fumble and celebrates during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Old Dominion, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            South Carolina defensive back Jalon Kilgore (24) celebrates a game clinching interception with defensive back Judge Collier (20) during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Old Dominion Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    South Carolina defensive back Jalon Kilgore (24) celebrates a game clinching interception with defensive back Judge Collier (20) during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Old Dominion Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Texas wide receiver Johntay Cook II (1) runs up field against Colorado State after making a catch during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    Texas wide receiver Johntay Cook II (1) runs up field against Colorado State after making a catch during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Virginia Tech quarterback Kyron Drones (1) is tackled by Vanderbilt linebacker Langston Patterson (10) and cornerback Martel Hight, right, during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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                                        Things to watch this weekend in the Southeastern Conference:
Game of the week
South Carolina (1-0) at Kentucky (1-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET, Lexington (ABC). This lone head-to-head matchup opens SEC play while other league teams continue non-conference play. Four takeaways -- including two fumble recoveries deep inside Old Dominion territory that were converted into their only touchdowns -- helped the Gamecocks get past Old Dominion 23-19 in their opener. Kentucky rolled Southern Miss 31-0 in just over two quarters in a game delayed more than two hours by lightning and then called off midway through the third quarter. The Wildcats allowed the Golden Eagles just five yards rushing in the abbreviated game. South Carolina leads the series 20-14-1 including last year's 17-14 victory in Columbia, but Kentucky has won seven of the past 10 meetings. The Wildcats are 10-point favorites, according to BetMGM College Sports Odds.

    


Power 4 showdowns
SEC newcomer and No. 3 Texas thumped Colorado State 52-0 in its opener but faces its first test at No. 10 Michigan. The Longhorns were among six SEC teams that posted shutouts last weekend. Michigan allowed just nine yards rushing in its 30-10 rout of Fresno State, the nation's third lowest total, as Sherrone Moore officially started as Wolverines head coach following the departure of Jim Harbaugh to the NFL's Los Angeles Chargers.




No. 14 Tennessee visits No. 24 N.C. State, looking to follow up a 69-3 shellacking of Chattanooga. The Volunteers passed for 414 of their 718 yards on offense, numbers that rank seventh and second respectively in FBS. The Vols have won of two of three against the Wolfpack but the schools are meeting for the first time since UT won 35-21 in 2012 in Atlanta.
Impact player

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Alabama sophomore DB Keon Sabb matched his freshman total with two interceptions returned for 87 yards in the No. 4 Crimson Tide's 63-0 blowout of Western Kentucky. That includes a 64-yard return, giving the Michigan transfer the nation's second highest yardage total on opening weekend. Sabb returned one of his two picks for a touchdown while helping the Wolverines win the national title.

    


Inside the numbers
Five SEC teams are ranked in the top 15 in FBS total offense after opening week, led by Ole Miss (772 yards). Tennessee is next (718) with Arkansas (687) fourth, Auburn (628) 11th and Alabama (600) 14th. ... Ole Miss, Auburn and Arkansas are also comprise the top three in scoring with at least 70 points in their openers. ... South Carolina's Kyle Kennard had 3.5 tackles for loss among four stops and 2.5 sacks with a fumble recovery that set up a TD against Old Dominion. ... Kentucky intercepted passes on its first two defensive series against Southern Miss.
Sustaining momentum
Vanderbilt coach Clark Lea hopes his Commodores follow up their 34-27 overtime upset of Virginia Tech with non-conference wins against FCS-level Alcorn State on Saturday and Sun Belt member Georgia State the next week before opening league play at No. 9 Missouri on Sept. 21. 
"It's easy to have a chip on your shoulder at Vanderbilt, and I certainly have a big one," Lea said this week. "The discipline it takes to shift from a performance that, to be honest with you, could've been a lot cleaner but gave us the result we have long looked for, to shift from that to the next opponent and continue in our climb, that's what's important for us right now."
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football and https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll
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    What to watch at the Paris Paralympics on Friday

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            FILE - Sarah Story of Britain competes in her women's road cycling C5 category time trial at the 2012 Paralympics games, Wednesday, Sept. 5, 2012, at Brands Hatch motor racing circuit near London. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant, File)
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            FILE - Netherlands' Diede de Groot serves against China's Zhu Zhenzhen in the women's wheelchair final match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France, Saturday, June 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard, File)
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            Roxanne Trunnell of the U.S. celebrates her silver medal in the equestrian grade I individual event at the Palace of Versailles, at the 2024 Paralympics, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Kileigh Kane)
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            Iran's Morteza Mehrzadselakjani blocks the ball during the preliminary sitting volleybal match against Brazil during the Paralympic Games in Paris, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. Iran won the game in straight sets. (AP Photo/Avni Trivedi)
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            Irans's Morteza Mehrzadselakjani, fourth from right, stands with his teammates on the men's sitting volleyball team as the Iranian national anthem plays before their preliminary game against Brazil during the Paralympic Games in Paris, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. Iran won the game in straight sets. (AP Photo/Avni Trivedi)
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            FILE - Netherlands' Diede de Groot serves against China's Zhu Zhenzhen in the women's wheelchair final match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France, Saturday, June 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- The finish line is getting closer at the Paralympics Games, with only three days of competition left.
There are medals on offer in 10 Paralympic sports on Friday, including a raft of golds in track and field at Stade de France, the national stadium.
There are men's and women's titles in cycling road racing in nearby Clichy-sous-Bois and the women's wheelchair tennis final takes place at Roland Garros, home to the French Open. 
Iran is favorite to retain its title in the men's sitting volleyball final.
Here's a closer look at some of what's coming up.
Storey looks to write another chapter
British Paralympic cycling star Sarah Storey looks to make it gold medal No. 19 when she competes in the C4-C5 women's road race.
The 46-year-old Storey, who won her first Paralympic gold medals as a swimmer back in 1992, already won gold in Wednesday's time trial.
Meanwhile, multiple world champion Kevin Le Cunff defends his Olympic title in the men's C4-5 road race.

    


All the races take place on the same undulating 14.2-kilometer (8.8-mile) route, starting and finishing from Clichy-sous-Bois, located in the same Seine-Saint-Denis suburb as Stade de France.




Cyclists in C1-C5 categories compete with prostheses or limited movement of their upper or lower limbs while being able to use a standard bicycle.
There are also finals in the men's and women's B races for visually impaired athletes riding in tandem with an able-bodied guide, known as a pilot.
De Groot defends her tennis title

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wheelchair tennis star Diede De Groot remains on course for another Olympic gold.
The 27-year-old Dutchwoman defends her singles title on the court Philippe Chatrier at Roland Garros against Japan's Yui Kamiji, having lost against her in the women's doubles final on Thursday. 
It's also a rematch of the women's singles final at the Tokyo Games three years ago.
De Groot has won 23 Grand Slam titles in wheelchair singles. After losing to Kamiji in early 2021, she went on a 145-match unbeaten which ended in May this year.

    


USA equestrian riders eye team gold
Equestrian riders Rebecca Hart and Fiona Howard look for another gold medal in the team dressage event at the Palace of Versailles, once home to French royalty.
Hart and Howard won gold on Tuesday in their categories in individual dressage, while Roxanne Trunnell took silver in Grade I -- which has the most severely impaired riders.
The 39-year-old Trunnell stands to win her fifth Paralympic medal after two individual golds and a team bronze at the Tokyo Games in 2021. She contracted a virus in 2009 that caused swelling in her brain and left her needing a wheelchair.
The Americans face stiff competition from a British team featuring six-time gold medalist Natasha Baker.
Going for gold in volleyball
Bosnia and Herzegovina gets a rare chance for a Paralympic gold medal when it faces tournament favorite Iran in the men's sitting volleyball final at North Paris Arena.
But they must find a way past Morteza Mehrzadselakjani, who is 8-foot-1 (2.46 meters) and measures over six feet (1.8 meters) seated with his arms raised.
Iran has won the last two gold medals and collected a total of seven since 1988. 

    


But Bosnia and Herzegovina defeated Iran to win the 2012 final in London and the 2004 final in Athens. The powerhouse nations have contested five of the past six Paralympic finals.
Germany and Egypt play for the bronze medal on Friday.
Fans get to watch a unique race
The crowd at Stade de France will get to see a fitting symbol of the Paralympics: the 4x100m universal relay.
The mixed-gender and mixed-disability race features teams of four athletes--two men and two women--with different disabilities.
Each team begins with a visually impaired athlete, followed by an amputee sprinter, then an athlete with cerebral palsy, and finishes with a wheelchair racer speeding to the line.
Unlike the traditional relay, there are no batons. Instead, the handoff is done by touch within designated zones on the track.
In the first Paralympic final at the Tokyo Games three years ago, the United States won in 45.52 seconds.
---
Associated Press Writer Tom Nouvian in Paris contributed to this report.
___
AP Paralympics: https://apnews.com/hub/paralympic-games
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                                        Nicholls State (0-1) at No. 18 LSU (0-1), Saturday, 7:30 ET (SECN+, ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
LSU needs a convincing victory to remain in the AP Top 25 p oll after stumbling late in a 27-20 season-opening loss to USC in Las Vegas last week. Nicholls doesn't need to win this game, but it could be a program defining victory if the Colonels can pull it off.
KEY MATCHUP
LSU's offense vs. Nicholls State's opportunistic defense. The Tigers scored just two TDs last week with new starting QB Garrett Nussmeier under center. Nicholls produced five takeaways on three interceptions and two fumble recoveries during the Colonels' 25-17 loss at Louisiana Tech last week..
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Nicholls State: LB Eli Ennis was named Southland Conference Defensive Player of the Week for the third time in his career after making 10 tackles to go with an interception and fumble recovery at Louisiana Tech.

    


LSU: WR Kyren Lacy had 7 catches for 94 yards and a TD against USC last week.
FACTS & FIGURES
Nicholls will be looking for its fifth win over an FBS school since 2000 after claiming victories against Arkansas State ('01), Rice ('07), Western Michigan ('13) and Kansas ('18). ... The Colonels have lost 10 straight to FBS opponents since the victory over Kansas. ... LSU's home opener also marks the beginning of Tiger Stadium's 100th season. ... LSU has won 10 straight games in Tiger Stadium, where head coach Brian Kelly is 13-1. LSU went 7-0 in Death Valley in 2023 after going 6-1 at home in 2022. ... Nussmeier connected on 30 of 39 passes for 308 yards, two TDs and an interception to become just the second QB in LSU history to have 300-plus yards passing in his first two career starts. He had 395 yards vs. Wisconsin in last season's ReliaQuest Bowl. ... LSU RB John Emery tore a knee ligament at practice this week and is out for the season.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        No. 17 Kansas State (1-0) at Tulane (1-0), Saturday, noon ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Kansas State by 10.
Series record: Tulane leads 2-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Kansas State is looking to hold firm in the national rankings before opening Big 12 play against Arizona on Sept. 13. The Wildcats also are looking to avenge a home loss to the Green Wave two seasons ago that was surprising at the time, but less so in hindsight. That 2022 Tulane squad went on to beat USC in the Cotton Bowl and the Green Wave is now seeking its 25th victory in 30 games. Tulane also could bolster hopes of getting into the new 12-team College Football Playoff by beating a power conference team. 
KEY MATCHUP
Kansas State's veteran defense, which returns eight starters, against Tulane freshman quarterback Darian Mensah, who surprisingly won the starting job over Oregon transfer Ty Thompson and returning back Kai Horton. Mensah fared well in his college debut last week, completing 10 of 12 passes for 205 yards and two TDs in a 52-0 victory over Southeastern Louisiana. K-State has five of its top six tacklers back from a year ago, led by linebacker Austin Moore and safety Marques Sigle.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Kansas State: RB DJ Giddens, who rushed for 1,226 yards and 10 touchdowns in 2023, opened this season by gaining 124 yards on 13 carries in a season-opening, 41-6 victory over UT-Martin last week. He has rushed for 100 or more yards in five straight games. 




Tulane: WR Mario Williams, a transfer from USC, caught four passes for 124 yards in his Green Wave debut last week.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Before Tulane's 17-10 upset victory in Manhattan, Kansas, on Sept. 17, 2022, the only other meeting occurred in New Orleans on Sept 17, 1988. The Green Wave won that game 20-16. ... Kansas State gained 283 yards on the ground last week. ... Since 1990, K-State is 98-20 non-conference games played during the regular season. ... The game is the first of two straight for Tulane against teams that entered this week in the rankings. The Green Wave visits No. 15 Oklahoma next week. ... Tulane is in its first season under coach Jon Sumrall, a Green Wave assistant from 2012 to 2014 who spent that past two seasons as Troy's coach.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - South Carolina wide receiver Antwane Wells Jr. runs the field during the first half of an NCAA college football game against North Carolina, Sept. 2, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco, file)
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            FILE - South Carolina wide receiver Antwane Wells Jr. runs the field during the first half of an NCAA college football game against North Carolina, Sept. 2, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco, file)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    FILE - South Carolina wide receiver Antwane Wells Jr. runs the field during the first half of an NCAA college football game against North Carolina, Sept. 2, 2023, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco, file)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JOHN ZENOR

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Jaxson Dart and the Mississippi offense were downright unstoppable in the first game with a tougher opponent awaiting.
They faced a similar scenario last season.
The sixth-ranked Rebels (1-0) soared to a 76-0 opening win over Furman, an FCS team, with Dart practically having target practice with his receivers. Next up: six-touchdown underdog Middle Tennessee (1-0) on Saturday.
Ole Miss racked up 772 yards against Furman with Dart passing for 418 yards and five touchdowns in the first half. Last season, Dart & Co. poured 667 yards and 73 points on Mercer but then trailed at halftime of Game 2 against Tulane before winning 37-20.
A team with playoff aspirations doesn't want to take any backward steps.
"I reminded these guys, even though it's a different team, different season -- you've got to do it every week," Rebels coach Lane Kiffin said.

    


Of course, Tulane also went on to finish 11-3 while the Blue Raiders are coming off a 4-8 season.
Missouri managed only a 23-19 win over the Blue Raiders last season, however.
Applying the pressure
An Ole Miss defense that loaded up with transfers produced 16 tackles for loss against Furman. That was the program's most since recording 17 against Mississippi State in 2000. Newcomers produced 12 of those, including three from freshman Kam Franklin and 2 1/2 from transfer linebacker Chris Paul Jr. The Rebels also had four sacks.




"I feel like we've got one of the best D-lines, if not in the country, I know for sure in the SEC," said defensive tackle Walter Nolen, a transfer from Texas A&M.
Familiar face

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

First-year Middle Tennessee coach Derek Mason is a familiar face in the Southeastern Conference. Mason was head coach at Vanderbilt from 2014-20, followed by a one-year stint as Auburn's defensive coordinator before taking the same job at Oklahoma State. He worked for the SEC Network last season.
Mason knows what it's like to coach at a hostile SEC stadium.

    


"Any player in college football wants to go to a place where it's packed, people are excited about the game of football," he said. "I've always tried to pretend that they're rooting for me."
Dramatic finish
The Blue Raiders rallied to beat Tennessee Tech 32-25 last week after Frank Peasant's 30-yard touchdown run with 16 seconds left, followed by a two-point conversion. They drove 75 yards in less than a minute.
"What deficiencies you put on tape, that's where teams attack you," Mason said. "Obviously, Ole Miss didn't have very many deficiencies. We showed some. For us, they're going to work on them. We're going to work on us."
Dart's backup
If the game goes as oddsmakers predict, Ole Miss backup quarterback Austin Simmons could see action in his second game.
Simmons, who arrived as a 17-year-old last year after reclassifying, hit Cayden Lee for a 35-yard touchdown on his first career pass.
"It definitely took away the pregame jitters," said Simmons, who finished 7-of-16 passing for 111 yards. "I was a little nervous going into the game. I didn't know what to expect."
Turning 50
Ole Miss offensive lineman Jeremy James set the Ole Miss career record with his 50th start. This will be the 50th start for Middle Tennessee safety Brendon Harris, one of the team's two seventh-year players along with defensive end Alex Williams. Harris is a transfer from Wake Forest.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) -- Michigan's Davis Warren may not have the credentials of Texas quarterbacks Quinn Ewers and Arch Manning.
Warren's story, though, is tough to top as he prepares to start against the third-ranked Longhorns on Saturday.
"In a blink of an eye, you're going through the 6 a.m. workout, where you can't even lift the warmup weight," Davis recalled. "And then before you know it, you're in a hospital and someone tells you that you got cancer."
He was diagnosed with leukemia in 2019, when he attended Loyola High School in Los Angeles. He dropped about 40 pounds and lost his hair, undergoing chemotherapy that left marks on the inside of his left biceps that serve as reminders of his cancer that went into remission. He transferred to Suffield Academy in Connecticut only to have the pandemic wipe out his chance to play and show colleges what he could do.

    


Former Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh offered Davis a preferred walk-on spot. After backing up J.J. McCarthy and Cade McNamara for three years, he beat out Alex Orji this summer to start for the first time in five years and threw a touchdown and an interception for the defending national champions in a win over Fresno State.




Davis will make his second career start for the 10th-ranked Wolverines (1-0) against the Longhorns (1-0) at Michigan Stadium in the first regular-season matchup of the storied programs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I just count myself super lucky and blessed and and I'd say it just redefined a ton of things for me," Davis said. "It's hard to wake up and have a bad day."
Ewers, meanwhile, is in his third season as the Texas starter. The former five-star recruit skipped his final season of high school in 2021, and enrolled early at Ohio State, where he was on the sideline and deep on the depth chart behind C.J. Stroud. He suited up for the Buckeyes' game at the Big House that year.

    


"Well, I didn't play," Ewers said. "It's a great atmosphere. They've got passionate fans, and it was a cool experience for me to go up there."
After leading the Longhorns to the Big 12 championship and the College Football Playoff last season, Ewers considered turning pro before opting for another season in coach Steve Sarkisian's explosive, pro-style offense.
Sarkisian believes Ewers could prove to be one of the college football's elite passers this season. He got off to a good start, throwing for 260 yards and three touchdowns, one of them a no-look toss to Matthew Golden, in an easy win over Colorado State.
Backing up Ewers is Arch Manning, the latest Manning family quarterback, who threw his first career touchdown pass last week.
Need for speed
The Longhorns like to talk about how fast they are, on both sides of the ball, and now the SEC team will get to show it on a large stage against a Big Ten power. Longhorns linebacker Anthony Hill is a sideline-to-sideline tackler. Sarkisian's offense thrives on speed in space and a deep rotation at receiver.
"We have two 4x100 (relay) teams in our receiver room," Texas wideout DeAndre Moore said.
Running back Jaydon Blue has long been considered the fastest Longhorn.

    


Blue streak
Michigan has won a Big Ten-record 29 consecutive regular-season games, breaking the mark shared by Ohio State teams from 2005-07 and Michigan squads from 1901-03, since a loss at Michigan State on Oct. 30, 2021.
The Wolverines have been the victors in 23 straight home games, dating to a setback against the Buckeyes on Nov. 19, 2019, in their longest run at the Big House in more than a half-century.
Since losing 51-45 to TCU in the 2022 playoff, they have a nation-best, 16-game winning streak.
Turnover trophies
The Longhorns have started a new turnover celebration right out of the pages of King Arthur: Texcaliber. When the Longhorns force a fumble or interception, the ball gets impaled on a metal sword on the sideline.
Michigan hands out Cartier sunglasses, known as Buffs, to players when they force a turnover and the defense poses for a photo on the sideline.
K
icking it
Michigan's most productive player on offense for much of the opener against Fresno State was kicker Dominic Zvada.

    


The Arkansas State transfer made three straight field goals, turning a 7-3 score late in the first half into a 16-3 lead early in the fourth quarter. Zvada connected on field goals from 55, 53 and 45 yards in the 30-10 win, earning a share of special teams player of the week honors in the Big Ten.
Hot ticket
The matchup has created a demand that has tickets selling Wednesday for an average of $683, the second-highest price in SeatGeek's 15-year history that trails only last year's game against rival Ohio State.
___
Follow Larry Lage at https://twitter.com/larrylage
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
___
This story has been updated to correct when Ewers enrolled at Ohio State to 2021.
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                                        Houston at No. 15 Oklahoma, Saturday, 7:45 p.m. ET (SECN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oklahoma by 29 1/2.
Series record: Oklahoma leads 3-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Oklahoma's defense was disruptive in a 51-3 home win over Temple, forcing six turnovers to go with six sacks and nine tackles for loss. Sophomore quarterback Jackson Arnold threw four touchdown passes, including three to Purdue transfer Deion Burks. Houston needs a bounce-back performance after playing poorly on both lines of scrimmage in a 27-7 home loss to UNLV. The Cougars gave up 195 yards rushing and six sacks in Willie Fritz's first game as coach. 
KEY MATCHUP
Oklahoma defensive line vs. Houston offensive line. The Sooners were dominant against Temple, limiting the Owls to 1.9 yards per carry. Can they find the same success against Houston, which rushed for 38 yards against UNLV and struggled to protect the quarterback? 

    


"We may move some guys to different spots, but we'll keep experimenting with rotations until we find the right one," Fritz said.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Houston: The quarterbacks. Look for Houston to play two and possibly three players at this position. Starter Donovan Smith and backup Uli Ale both played against UNLV, and Louisiana transfer Zeon Chriss could see playing time as well.




Oklahoma: RB Taylor Tatum. The true freshman made the most of his four carries against Temple, averaging 16.5 yards per carry. Tatum reeled off runs of 19 yards and 35 yards in the fourth quarter before scoring his first career TD on an 8-yard rush. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He did well with his opportunity and will earn more of an opportunity," Oklahoma coach Brent Venables said. 
FACTS & FIGURES
Fritz, who coached Tulane for eight years before taking over at Houston, is 10-0 in true road games the past two years ... Oklahoma players will wear throwback uniforms similar to those worn by teams that Bud Wilkinson's coached to national championships in 1950, 1955 and and 1956. ... Two former Sooners, DB Latrell McCutchin Sr. and LB Jamal Morris, started for Houston against UNLV. Morris led the Cougars with seven tackles, including a tackle for loss. McCutchin had three tackles. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        Marshall (1-0) at Virginia Tech (0-1), Saturday, 4:30 p.m. ET (CW Sports)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Virginia Tech by 20.5.
Series record: Virginia Tech leads 10-3,
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Virginia Tech, which entered the season with lofty expectations, is looking to rebound from a 34-27 overtime loss at Vanderbilt in the season opener. The Hokies entered the game as 13.5-point favorites, but allowed a game-tying touchdown in the final two minutes and couldn't score on their lone possession in overtime. Marshall opened with a 45-3 win over Stony Brook. The Hokies have won two consecutive home openers under coach Brent Pry, who is in his third season, but Marshall, coming off a 6-7 season under Charles Huff, is looking for a second consecutive win over the Hokies after a 24-17 victory last season.
KEY MATCHUP
Marshall displayed a balanced attack against Stony Brook, throwing for 290 yards on 32 attempts and rushing for 259 on 36 attempts. The Herd, which rushed for 214 yards in last season's win over the Hokies, will be looking for similar production against a Virginia Tech defense that has struggled at times against the run under Pry. The Hokies gave up 181 yards rushing to Vanderbilt last week.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Marshall: RB A.J. Turner. He is part of a three-player rotation at tailback for the Herd and was the most impressive against Stony Brook. Though he did not start, Turner rushed for 119 yards on just eight carries, including an 80-yard run. He and Jordan Houston, an N.C. State transfer, each ran the ball eight times to lead the Herd.




Virginia Tech: QB Kyron Drones. He started slowly against Vanderbilt, but finished with career highs in completions (22) and yards (322), and he threw two touchdown passes before leaving the game late in the fourth quarter with cramps. The performance marked just the second 300-yard passing game of his career.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Marshall played three quarterbacks in the win over Stony Brook, with Stone Earle, a transfer from North Texas, starting. Both Earle and Braylon Braxton threw two touchdown passes ... All three quarterbacks threw a touchdown pass -- a first for Marshall since 1932 ... Nine players on Marshall's roster are from Virginia ... The Herd added 45 new players and six new assistant coaches in the offseason ... Virginia Tech has scored in 371 consecutive games, which ranks fourth on the all-time list and fourth on the active list ... The Hokies will be without safety Jalen Stroman, who suffered an undisclosed injury against Vanderbilt. Pry said Stroman would miss at least a couple of weeks and said that Jaylen Jones and Mose Phillips III would see increased reps.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Southern California quarterback Miller Moss looks to pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against LSU, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Steve Marcus)
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                                        Utah State (1-0) at No. 13 Southern California (1-0), Saturday, 11 p.m. ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: USC by 28 1/2.
Series record: USC leads 6-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Coming off a last-second 27-20 win over then-No. 13 LSU in Las Vegas on Sunday and with their Big Ten debut at No. 10 Michigan up next on Sept. 21, the Trojans will try to avoid looking past the Aggies in their home opener. Utah State opened its season under interim coach Nate Dreiling with a 36-14 win over Robert Morris and will now attempt to pull off the biggest win in school history.
KEY MATCHUP
Utah State's offensive line vs. USC's defensive line. The Trojans were much improved in nearly every facet in their first game under new defensive coordinator D'Anton Lynn. However, they failed to produce a sack and were largely ineffective in pressuring the quarterback, something that will have to change for USC to challenge for a College Football Playoff berth. They will try to show more against the Aggies, who did not allow a sack in 36 drop backs against FCS competition.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Utah State: QB Bryson Barnes came off the bench after starter Spencer Petras injured his ankle to throw for 198 yards and two touchdowns against one interception and run for 88 yards and a score. Barnes will be quite familiar to the Trojans after leading Utah to a shocking 34-32 win at the Coliseum last season.




USC: QB Miller Moss threw for 378 yards and a touchdown in the victory over the Tigers. The fourth-year junior has 750 yards passing and seven scores against one pick while completing 72.5% of his attempts (50 of 69) in his first two career starts running coach Lincoln Riley's offense.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sophomore WR Ja'Kobi Lane is one of Moss' favorite targets, getting three receptions for 60 yards and two touchdowns in the Holiday Bowl against Louisville in December and following it up with three grabs for 50 yards and a score versus LSU. ... Petras, the Iowa transfer, had 145 yards passing with one touchdown and two interceptions before he was hurt in his Utah State debut. ... USC allowed two red-zone touchdowns in four chances after opponents scored at a 69% efficiency (38 of 55) last season. ... Utah State is 6-66 against AP ranked teams, notching its biggest upset against No. 18 BYU in 2014. ... The Trojans lost their last three home games last season. ... At 33 years old, Dreiling is the youngest head coach in the FBS this season.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Brianna Decker (14), of the United States, skates with the puck away from Bailey Bram (17) and Renata Fast (14), of Canada, during the first period of the women's gold medal hockey game at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Gangneung, South Korea, Thursday, Feb. 22, 2018. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            FILE - Pittsburgh Penguins Kevin Stevens celebrates teammate Jaromir Jagr's second goal as New York Rangers goaltender John Vanbiesbrouck, left, and Paul Broten, right, regroup in the third period of 3-2 Penguins win at New York's Madison Square Garden, Monday, May 12, 1992. (AP Photo/Bill Kostroun, File)
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            FILE - Pittsburgh Penguins center Matt Cullen celebrates with the Stanley Cup after the Penguins defeated the Nashville Predators 2-0 in Game 6 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals Sunday, June 11, 2017, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)
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                                        Olympian Brianna Decker, former NHL players Kevin Stevens and Matt Cullen, late Chicago Blackhawks founder Frederic McLaughlin and the 2002 Olympic gold medal-winning Paralympic sled hockey team are being inducted into the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame.
USA Hockey revealed the class Thursday for enshrinement at a ceremony Dec. 4 in Pittsburgh.
"The impact of the Class of 2024 spans across the sport, and each honoree is reflective of the extraordinary contributions necessary to earn the highest honor in American hockey," USA Hockey president Mike Trimboli said. "Their stories are all unique and have positively impacted so many."
Decker helped the U.S. win Olympic gold in South Korea in 2018 and was part of silver medal teams in 2014 and 2022 before a broken leg and torn ligaments in her ankle knocked her out of the tournament in Beijing two years ago. She was also part of six world championship titles, once as MVP and leading scorer, and led the University of Wisconsin team to the national title in 2011.

    


Now retired at 33, Decker put up 81 goals and 89 assists for 170 points in 147 international games over a 15-year career. 




Stevens played a prominent role in the Pittsburgh Penguins winning the Stanley Cup 1991 and '92, scoring a playoff-best 17 goals during the first of those runs and being a first-team NHL All-Star the following season. He overcame substance abuse and became an advocate for addiction awareness and support.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cullen won the Cup three times with Carolina in 2006. Like Stevens, he won back-to-back with Pittsburgh, in 2016 and '17. He played 21 seasons with eight different teams and is one of just two U.S.-born players to skate in 1,500-plus games in the league.
McLaughlin led a group that started the Blackhawks franchise in the 1920s, growing hockey in Chicago while seeking to fill the roster with as many American players as possible. He died in 1944 and was posthumously inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1963.

    
    2024 Paris Olympics:

	What to know about the closing ceremony: A skydiving Tom Cruise and performances from Billie Eilish, the Red Hot Chili Peppers and Paris Olympics mainstay Snoop Dogg highlighted the French capital's au revoir to the Olympics.

	Indelible images: AP photographers pick their favorite images from the Paris Olympics.

	Who won the 2024 Olympics?: See which countries tied for the most gold medals in Paris, and who exceeded expectations. 

	When are the next Summer Games? The Olympics will always have Paris. But next up for the Summer Games: Los Angeles 2028. See how the City of Angels is preparing to follow the City of Light.



    


The U.S. in 2002 in Salt Lake City was the country's first team to win sled hockey gold at the Paralympic Games, after the sport's debut in 1994. The group coached by Rick Middleton went unbeaten and outscored opponents 26-6, led by tournament MVP Sylvester Flis. His tournament-leading 11 goals and 18 points are Paralympic records that still stand.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/NHL
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No. 2 Buckeyes expected to put up big numbers again when they host Western Michigan
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                    Ohio State quarterback Will Howard (18) looks to throw a pass against Akron during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio. (AP Photo/Jay LaPrete)
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                                        Western Michigan (0-1) at No. 2 Ohio State (1-0), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ohio State by 38 1/2.
Series record: Ohio State leads 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Ohio State should have a slightly tougher time against Western Michigan than it did against Akron last week, when the Buckeyes started slowly but then rolled to a 52-6 win. The Broncos looked good at times in an opening loss to Wisconsin that was much closer than the 28-14 final score. The No. 2 Buckeyes get a second Mid-American Conference team in a row and will have another chance to tune up against Marshall before getting to the Big Ten schedule at Michigan State on Sept. 28. Ohio State will try to iron out some of the miscues in the passing game and get offensive linemen working together better.
KEY MATCHUP
Ohio State's passing game vs. Western Michigan's defense. The Broncos held the Badgers to 192 yards passing and just 5.3 yards per pass. Ohio State's passing attack directed by QB Will Howard looked clunky at times, but the Buckeyes' receivers are too good to be harnessed for long.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Western Michigan: RB Jalen Buckley rushed for 64 yards and a pair of touchdowns against Wisconsin.




Ohio State: Freshman WR Jeremiah Smith had six catches for 92 yards and two touchdowns in his highly anticipated debut last week against Akron.
FACTS & FIGURES
Ohio State beat Western Michigan 38-12 in their only meeting in 2015. ... The Buckeyes' 170 yards rushing included 65 yards by TreVeyon Henderson and 55 yards and TD by Ole Miss transfer Quinshon Judkins. ... Broncos' fifth-year QB Hayden Wolff was 12 for 18 for 141 yards and an interception against Wisconsin. ... Buckley was one of five 1,000-yard rushers in the MAC last season (1,003), averaging 5.3 yards per carry, and ran for 10 touchdowns. ... Western Michigan finished 4-8 overall and just 3-5 in the conference in 2023. ... Wolff distributed passes to eight different receivers against Wisconsin. ... Broncos LB Donald Willis and CB Bilhal Kone led the Broncos in tackles with 10 each last week. ... Ohio State is 37-1 all-time vs. MAC schools and has won 34 straight since losing to Akron in 1894. ... The Buckeyes are off next week before hosting Marshall Sept. 21. The off week after the second game of the season is the earliest off week for Ohio State since 1999.
___
AP college football: Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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No. 9 Missouri welcomes Buffalo on Saturday night to continue its 4-game season-opening homestand
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            Missouri running back Tavorus Jones (22) runs past the Murray State defense during the second half of an NCAA college football game Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Columbia, Mo. Missouri won 51-0. (AP Photo/L.G. Patterson)
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            Missouri running back Nate Noel (8) runs through Murray State defensive back KaVan Reed (13) during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Columbia, Mo. (AP Photo/L.G. Patterson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Missouri running back Marcus Carroll (9) gets tripped up by Murray State defensive lineman Kevon Haigler during the second half of an NCAA college football game Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Columbia, Mo. Missouri won 51-0. (AP Photo/L.G. Patterson)
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                                        Buffalo at No. 9 Missouri, Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN+).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Missouri by 34 1/2.
Series record: Missouri leads 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Ninth-ranked Missouri continues a season-opening four-game homestand after a 51-0 rout of Murray State last week. The Tigers moved up two spots in the AP Top 25 despite an uneven first half by their starters against the FCS school. They will get a stiffer test this week against the Bulls, who beat Lafayette 30-13 last week for their first win under new coach Pete Lembo. Missouri quarterback Brady Cook and wide receiver Luther Burden hooked up for a touchdown in their opener, but they failed to connect on a couple of deep shots that would have blown their game wide open.
KEY MATCHUP
Missouri RBs Nate Noel and Marcus Carroll have successfully taken the baton from Cody Schrader, who led the SEC in rushing last year before heading to the NFL. The speedy, shifty Noel carried 11 times for 48 yards and a score against Murray State, while the more downhill-running Carroll carried six times for 35 yards and a touchdown. Buffalo held Lafayette to 43 yards on the ground last week and should present a much better defensive front.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Buffalo: QB C.J. Ogbonna threw for 195 yards and two touchdowns without an interception in his first start for Buffalo. He spent two seasons at Southeast Missouri State before playing sparingly for the Bulls last year.




Missouri: K Blake Craig became the first player other than longtime kicker Harrison Mevis to attempt a field goal since Nov. 29, 2019, last week against Murray State. He was 3 for 3 on field-goal tries and perfect on six extra-point attempts.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Buffalo LB Shaun Dolac was the MAC player of the week after making 11 tackles, two for a loss, a sack and an interception against Lafayette. ... The Bulls allowed 43 yards rushing to Lafayette, and FCS preseason All-American Jamar Curtis carried 14 times for 12 yards. ... Eli Drinkwitz is 21-9 at Faurot Field, the best winning percentage by a Missouri coach with at least four seasons at the school. ... The Tigers have won 17 straight non-conference games at Memorial Stadium. One more would tie the school record set from Sept. 17, 2005 to Nov. 17, 2012. ... Missouri has not trailed at halftime in its last 13 regular-season games, the longest streak in school history. ... Cook has 12 games with both passing and running TDs, the third-most in school history. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        Arkansas (1-0) at No. 16 Oklahoma State (1-0), Saturday, Noon ET (ABC).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oklahoma State by 7 1/2.
Series record: Arkansas leads 30-15-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Oklahoma State believes reaching the College Football Playoff is a possibility. A win over SEC member Arkansas couldn't hurt. Oklahoma State is coming off a solid win over South Dakota State, the two-time defending FCS champion that entered the game on a 29-game win streak. Arkansas coach Sam Pittman has acknowledged that he is on the hot seat after a rough 2023 campaign. A road win over a ranked opponent would cool things down a bit and provide hope for restless Razorback fans.
KEY MATCHUP
Oklahoma State RB Ollie Gordon II vs. Arkansas run defense. Gordon won the Doak Walker Award for the nation's top running back last season and was a first-team AP All-American. He ran for 104 yards on 27 carries in the season opener and scored three touchdowns -- two rushing and one receiving. He faces an Arkansas defense that allowed seven yards rushing against UAPB.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Arkansas: QB Taylen Green. The transfer from Boise State passed for two touchdowns and ran for two in the opener. His mobility could create problems for an Oklahoma State defense that tends to be aggressive. He ran for 88 yards on six carries in the opener.




Oklahoma State: QB Alan Bowman. The seventh-year quarterback is the perfect compliment to Gordon. He sprays the ball all over the field and doesn't try to do too much. He completed 25 of 34 passes for 265 yards and three touchdowns against South Dakota State.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Oklahoma State will add defensive end Leslie O'Neal to its Ring of Honor at halftime. ... The schools are about 180 miles apart. ... Arkansas ran for 279 yards in its season opener. Ja'Quinden Jackson, a transfer from Utah, ran for 101 yards and two scores on just eight carries. ... Oklahoma State held South Dakota State to 124 yards rushing. ... In the most recent matchup, Arkansas defeated Oklahoma State 33-20 on Sept. 20, 1980, in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Wisconsin's Sarah Franklin celebrates a point with her teammates during an NCAA Division I women's college volleyball game against Texas Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Wisconsin's Carter Booth blocks a shot by Texas' Madisen Skinner during an NCAA Division I women's college volleyball game, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Fans in the Fiserv Forum watch during an NCAA Division I women's college volleyball game between Wisconsin and Texas Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Wisconsin's Sarah Franklin spikes past Marianna Singletary and Averi Carlson during an NCAA Division I women's college volleyball game, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Wisconsin's Sarah Franklin reacts to a point during an NCAA Division I women's college volleyball game against Texas Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- Just watch us once and you'll be hooked.
That is the message women's college volleyball programs kept delivering as their sport went relatively unnoticed, struggling to find a television home amid the flurry of football games dominating screens each fall.
"It was an accessibility issue, not necessarily a passion issue," Wisconsin middle blocker Carter Booth said. "I think people are very passionate about the sport. We just never really had the platform or the means to get it out there."
Now they do - and fans are responding in droves. 
As NCAA president Charlie Baker noted last year, women's volleyball has become one of college athletics' hottest properties.
That growth may have been inevitable considering volleyball's popularity as a participation sport.
The number of girls high school volleyball players in 2022-23 hit an all-time high of 470,488, second only to outdoor track and field (486,355), according to the National Federation of State High School Associations. More girls play high school volleyball than basketball in all but nine states.

    


The three biggest crowds for a women's college volleyball match all happened in the last year, including 92,003 fans attending a Nebraska victory over Omaha at Memorial Stadium. Texas' NCAA Tournament championship game triumph over Nebraska drew a record 1.7 million television viewers, a 115% increase over the previous year.




"It just feels like the last two years, that it's not niche anymore," Pitt coach Dan Fisher said. "It's truly mainstream."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fisher offered anecdotal evidence as well. He knows fans gathered for watch parties at local bars when his team made its third straight Final Four appearance last fall.
"Fans are watching it the same way they watch a basketball or football game," Fisher said. "The last two years, there's been more of those types of things. When girls come to our camps, they all have shirts with players' names on them."

    


Stanford coach Kevin Hambly believes the tipping point was the emergence of conference networks that needed programming. So women's college volleyball helped fill time. As the number of telecasts increased, viewers followed.
It's a far cry from when Stanford outside hitter Elia Rubin grew up struggling to find a college match on television.
"I feel like I'm able to watch every game I want to now," Rubin said. "That's cool. Ten years ago or five years ago, that wasn't the case."
Matches are on TV
NBC will nationally televise three matches this season (Nebraska-Ohio State on Oct. 19, Wisconsin-Purdue on Oct. 26 and Penn State-Wisconsin on Nov. 9). ABC will broadcast a regular-season match for the first time Sept. 22 when Louisville hosts Nebraska. 
The State Farm Volleyball Showcase - a Labor Day weekend event at Milwaukee's Fiserv Forum featuring Texas, Minnesota, Stanford and Wisconsin - aired on Fox and FS1. Fox's coverage of the Texas victory over Wisconsin had 584,000 viewers.
The Big Ten will have 83 matches televised this season - up from 53 in 2021, 55 in 2022 and 64 in 2023. ESPN will show over 2,600 matches across its platforms.

    


Coaches want those numbers to keep rising. They know the answer isn't competing with the NFL or college football. Florida coach Mary Wise says they shouldn't even try that.
"But one night a week ... could we own that night?" Wise said. "Could it be we go from coast to coast, see one at 6, 8, 10? That's how we would really build our fan base or expand our fan base."
A first step is making the NCAA Tournament's early rounds more readily available on linear television. 
"It's hard to get new viewers into the sport without that," Wisconsin coach Kelly Sheffield said.
All first- and second-round matches will be available to stream on ESPN Plus, but the only television coverage of those rounds will be a "whip-around show" ESPN has on one of its networks to take viewers to various sites. For comparison's sake, every game of the NCAA women's basketball tournament is televised on one of ESPN's various channels.
Road ahead
Women's volleyball is growing so quickly it might not be hurt as much as other Olympic sports by the $2.8 billion settlement agreement of antitrust litigation facing the NCAA and major conferences. That agreement could lead to cost cutting that puts Olympic sports at risk on some campuses.

    


"There's concern, especially in some of the places where volleyball's not quite as popular, in some of the regions of the country where we're hoping that grows and changes," Hambly said. "But I think I'm more worried about men's volleyball, to be honest, or beach volleyball."
ESPN's coverage of last week's American Volleyball Coaches Association First Serve Showcase match between Nebraska and Kentucky drew 344,000 viewers, making it the second most-watched live regular-season volleyball match to air on ESPN's various platforms. More than 30 Division I schools reported attendance records last season.

    


The attendance boosts have encouraged some schools to move selected matches to larger venues. Four of the top six schools in average attendance last season were Big Ten programs: Nebraska (12,603), Wisconsin (7,220), Minnesota (5,010) and Michigan State (4,090).
Wisconsin regularly sells out the 7,229-seat UW Field House and played Marquette last year in front of a near-capacity crowd of 17,037 at Fiserv Forum. This year's Wisconsin-Marquette match will take place on Wisconsin's campus at the Kohl Center, with a capacity of about 17,000. Purdue is hosting Wisconsin this year at Mackey Arena, which seats 14,240.
Fan base
The young girls who make up much of the fan base should help continue the sport's growth.
"They follow us on social media," said Texas outside hitter Madisen Skinner, the most outstanding player of last year's Final Four. "They come to our matches. We autograph stuff for them. We do other things like Cameos and videos and personalized things. There's a lot of different avenues for them to connect with us, which is really cool."
Yet that player visibility is one area in which women's volleyball lags behind women's basketball.
Iowa's Caitlin Clark and LSU's Angel Reese were household names by the time they finished their college basketball careers. JuJu Watkins already is reaching that level going into her sophomore season at Southern California.
Volleyball doesn't have anyone with that kind of recognition.
"It doesn't define our sport that we don't have a person like that, but I do think it matters," Booth said. "Caitlin Clark has brought in millions of dollars in revenue and millions of dollars in ticket sales just for being Caitlin Clark. Having someone like that in volleyball will help us get the exposure level we're wanting to get to."
Coaches are hoping for media coverage beyond the matches, stories that could help amplify the sport on social media. A three-part series promoting Texas' team airs on Longhorn Network this year. ESPN also ran a documentary on Nebraska's program last week.
"We could use that boost," Sheffield said. "At times it feels like there's ankle weights on us. We still have the ankle weights, but they're not as heavy as they were."
___
AP Sports Writer Eric Olson contributed to this report.
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                                        It seems odd that Oklahoma State and Arkansas, with their campuses roughly 180 miles apart, haven't played each other since the Jimmy Carter administration.
Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy said it makes sense for the schools to finally renew the series. His 16th-ranked Cowboys host the Razorbacks on Saturday as the programs meet for the first time since 1980. 
"This is a good matchup because it's two hours and 45 minutes away," he said. "You have a lot of crossover with people. There's a lot of Arkansas people that can live up here. There's a lot of Oklahoma people that have migrated over there with Walmart and all that stuff, so I think it is good."
Turns out, it'll be much more than a matchup of geographic convenience. Oklahoma State believes reaching the College Football Playoff is a legitimate possibility. Beating Arkansas, a member of the Southeastern Conference, could help the Cowboys reach that goal.

    


Arkansas coach Sam Pittman is feeling the heat after a rough 2023, but a road win over a ranked opponent would calm Razorback fans a bit.
Arkansas won its opener 70-0 over Arkansas-Pine Bluff. Taylen Green, a transfer from Boise State passed for two touchdowns and ran for two in the opener.




Gundy said looking at Arkansas' record from last season is misleading. He noted that the Razorbacks were competitive in most of their games, including several against highly ranked opponents. They finished 4-8 but lost five one-score games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I've scanned through them over the summer, and they had four or five games last year that they could've won," Gundy said. "I don't know what their record was last year, but it looked to me they could've won eight games pretty easy in obviously a very difficult conference."
Oklahoma State is coming off a 44-20 win over two-time defending FCS champion South Dakota State. The Cowboys feature Ollie Gordon II, the preseason All-American running back who scored three touchdowns in the opener.

    


Arkansas counters with Ja'Quinden Jackson, a transfer from Utah who ran for 101 yards and two scores against UAPB.
Strength vs. strength
Oklahoma State's experienced offensive line will face one of its toughest challenges of the season in trying to block Landon Jackson, Arkansas' 6-foot-7, 280-pound defensive end.
"I mean, he's a projected first round pick, or whatever that is," Oklahoma State left tackle Dalton Cooper said. "We've just got to treat him like we do every week. Just attack the day. Don't get too far ahead in our minds, and just stay humble and grounded with what we do."
Arkansas beef
Oklahoma State faced a relatively small defensive line in South Dakota State last week. 
Not this week. Arkansas' top four defensive tackles are massive: Cam Ball (6-5, 324), Kelvie Rose (6-3, 314), Eric Gregory (6-4, 320) and Ian Geffrard (6-5, 388).
"When you're playing a team in the SEC, you're going to play girth," Gundy said. "You're going to run into guys that have a lot of guys with a lot of size and are physical in the box."
Homefield advantage
Oklahoma State's fans are loud and very close to the field, something Pittman has tried to prepare his team for.

    


"Very, very close -- as in, they can stand up and look right on top of you," Pittman said. "We talked to our players and coaching staff about that as well because we can't let their fans be a distraction to us when we're trying to learn on the sideline or trying to talk about the next series or whatever it may be."
O'Neal's moment
Former Oklahoma State defensive end Leslie O'Neal will be honored at halftime and his name will be unveiled on the stadium's Ring of Honor.
O'Neal set a school record that still stands with 16 sacks in 1984, when he was named the Big Eight's Defensive Player of the Year. He earned All-Big Eight honors in each of his last three seasons and was a first-team AP All-American in 1984 and 1985. He is the school's career leader with 34 sacks.
He will join Barry Sanders, Thurman Thomas, Bob Fenimore and Terry Miller on the Ring of Honor.
"As far as like former players that were dominant here, (O'Neal) was as dominant defensively as Barry and Thurman were offensively," Gundy said. 

    


Old man Bowman
Oklahoma State's Alan Bowman, a seventh-year player, has continued to improve in Oklahoma State's system. The 24-year-old passed for 265 yards and three touchdown against South Dakota State.
"I think he probably knows their offense as good as anybody does, as good as the head coach does," Pittman said. "So, he's a really good player, and what they do with him is right down his wheelhouse. Really playing well, takes care of the football."
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        Akron (0-1) at Rutgers (1-0), Saturday, noon ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Rutgers 23 1/2.
Series record: Rutgers 1-0.
What's at stake?
The Zips have not had a winning season since 2015 and they are 4-21 in the past two-plus seasons under coach Joe Moorhead. Rutgers has insisted this is the season it takes its next step in the Big Ten so this is a can't-lose game. Despite a slow start last week against Howard, the Scarlet Knights won 44-7. The only negative was the feedback Rutgers coach Greg Schiano took after the game for scoring a touchdown on the final play.
Key matchup
Rutgers defense vs Akron. The Scarlet Knights were ranked in the top 20 nationally on defense last season and they showed no sign of letting up last week. Rutgers limited Howard to 261 yards and allowed one just one score. While Akron had the ball almost 34 minutes against Ohio State, it was limited to 177 yards, an average of 2.8 yards.

    


Players to watch
Akron: QB Ben Finley. The redshirt junior started last weekend in the 52-6 loss to No. 2 Ohio State and he was forced to leave in the second half, leaving the field holding his mid-section. He completed 8 of 14 passes for 52 yards with an interception. His backup is Tahj Bullock, who grew up in East Orange, New Jersey. This will be a homecoming for him. He led the Zips with 42 yards rushing on 14 carries and hit 9 of 13 passes for 68 yards. Schiano said he expects Finley to play.




Rutgers: QB Athan Kaliakmanis. The transfer from Minnesota matched his career high with three touchdown passes in his Scarlet Knights' debut. He completed 15 passes for 147, finding eight different receivers. He also ran for 43 yards. The three TD passes were the most by a Scarlet Knight since Noah Vedral had that many in 2020 vs. Michigan. 
Facts and figures 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rutgers is looking for its fourth straight 2-0 start. ... In their only meeting, the Scarlet Knights beat Akron 20-17 in 1990. ,,, Rutgers has won eight consecutive non-conference games and 12 of the last 13. The Scarlet Knights are 51-20 overall in such games under Schiano. ... Rutgers is 14--1 since 2020 when not committing a turnover. It did not have any against Howard. ... Akron has not had a winning season since going 8-5 in 2015. 
.___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        Tennessee Tech (0-1) at No. 1 Georgia (1-0), Saturday, 2 p.m. ET (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No Line.
Series record: Georgia leads 2-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Not much. This is basically a glorified scrimmage for Georgia, while its FCS opponent collects a hefty paycheck for playing a game it has little chance of winning. The Bulldogs will likely give their starters a half or so of action before clearing the bench. This will be a chance for the backups to make a favorable impression with more important games still to come. Frankly, the main goal for both teams is to get through this expected blowout without any major injuries.
KEY MATCHUP
Tennessee Tech QB Jordyn Potts vs. Georgia's defense. The Bulldogs surrendered only 188 yards to Clemson in a 34-3 rout to open the season, and now they're facing the second-string quarterback on an FCS team. Potts took over last week when starter Dylan Laible was injured. Potts played well in a close loss to Middle Tennessee, completing 27 of 38 for 256 yards with three touchdowns. But it will be a major challenge to move the ball against Georgia's fearsome defense.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Tennessee Tech: WR Ashton Maples opened the season with three catches for 57 yards, including a pair of touchdowns.




Georgia: RB Trevor Etienne is expected to make his debut for the Bulldogs after being suspended in Week 1 because of an offseason arrest. Georgia's running game took a while to get going against Clemson and it will be intriguing to see what kind of boost Etienne can provide, even against an overmatched opponent. He rushed for 753 yards and eight touchdowns a season ago playing behind a porous offensive line at Florida.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tennessee Tech has yet to score a point against Georgia. When the teams first met in 1943, the Bulldogs romped 67-0. In their only other matchup, Georgia cruised to a 38-0 victory in 2009. ... Following a two-phase renovation, the capacity at Sanford Stadium has increased slightly to 93,033. It remains ninth largest among campus stadiums nationally. ... The Bulldogs have won 12 straight home openers. ... Tennessee Tech nearly knocked off an FBS opponent in its first game. The Golden Eagles gave up a touchdown with 16 seconds left to fall to Middle Tennessee 32-25. ... Georgia has won a school-record 40 straight games in the regular season. The last such loss was a 44-28 setback to Florida on Nov. 7, 2020. ... QB Carson Beck is 14-1 as Georgia's starter. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        SYRACUSE, N.Y. (AP) -- Given the many air miles No. 23 Georgia Tech has accumulated on its way to the Yellow Jackets being ranked for the first time since 2015, their early season travels haven't slowed their run game so far.
Having crossed the Atlantic to beat Florida State in Ireland before a brief stop at home to beat Georgia State, Georgia Tech heads north to Syracuse where it'll get a chance to test its legs again in an ACC matchup on Saturday.
It could turn into a promising outing for a Yellow Jackets team that has rushed for 415 yards, good for ninth in the country, and facing an Orange defense that yielded 255 yards on the ground in winning its opener against Ohio.
Even more good news for Georgia Tech, who have an opportunity to go 3-0 for the first time since 2016: after playing Syracuse, the Yellow Jackets will have completed 79% of their travel schedule already, 9,764 of 12,302 miles.

    


For Georgia Tech then, it's all about getting their mileage on the ground against a Syracuse team that got off to a winning start under Fran Brown, but suddenly finds itself facing a tough challenge in the midst of a stretch of opening the season with four straight home games.




Making things even more challenging is that Syracuse will be without star linebacker Marlowe Wax, the heart and soul of the defense who is expected to miss the next six weeks with a right leg injury suffered against Ohio.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You're going to need two or three guys to fill Marlowe's shoes," Brown said. "We just have to be more physical, have to demand physicality."
He added: "We better stop the run because that's what coach Key does. He's an offensive line coach at heart so he's going to keep on running the ball until we stop it."
Key has no intention of going away from his team's strength. "We run the ball," he said after the Georgia State win. Jamal Haynes leads the ground attack with 159 yards, an average of nearly six yards a carry.

    


Perhaps as a way to take the pressure off his now-ranked team, Key downplayed the significance of the Syracuse matchup.
"If you want to play 15 games you better not be peaking in September," Key said. "No one really cares what you do in September."
Young at heart
Brown compared Georgia Tech quarterback Haynes King to a college Hall of Famer and Heisman Trophy runner-up from Texas.
"He reminds me of Vince Young, just watching him run around and play. He's a strong, powerful guy," Brown said. "A dual threat who can throw the deep ball."
King is 35-of-45 passing for 421 yards and 91 yards on the ground.
E for Efford
Linebacker Kyle Efford had 10 tackles against Florida State. He followed that up with 13 more Saturday, making him the nation's leader in that category.
"Really, the tackles just come from pure effort," Efford said Saturday. "Just flying around."
Spreading the wealth
Syracuse quarterback Kyle McCord is an equal opportunity passer. In his Orange debut, the Ohio State transfer delivered the ball to eight different receivers. Oronde Gadsden II and Trebor Pena led the way as McCord and the offense overcame a sluggish start in the win over Ohio.

    


"Everything played itself out quite nicely to shape this game up," said McCord, who was 27-of-39 for 354 yards and four touchdowns. "Two teams undefeated up to this point, looking for something to prove and to make an early statement in the conference."
Diggs-ing It
Texas A&M transfer Fadil Diggs made a great first impression for Syracuse. The edge rusher recorded four tackles for loss, which tied for the highest single-game total in the FBS through the early season.
Not going social
Brown and Key go back 20 years. Key was the RB/TE coach at Western Carolina when Brown was a DB there in 2024, but there'll be no renewing of old acquaintances during game week.
"I'll see him on Saturday," Brown said. "We're competing. I'm not giving him a call."
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- NYYC American Magic won a nailbiter over INEOS Britannia only to then self-destruct against the Swiss as sailing resumed at the 37th America's Cup on Thursday after bad weather.
The matchup between the oldest rivals in the 173-year-old regatta featured lead changes right up to the finish.
Britannia looked set to win when American Magic fell off its foils when they both spun through the final turn at the same time. But American Magic made up the difference on the run to the finish line to win by 13 seconds.
But the team representing the New York Yacht Club then flopped in a loss to Alinghi Red Bull Racing. The Swiss team outsailed the Americans, who took a pre-start penalty for arriving too soon and couldn't overcome it. The Swiss got a much-needed win by 38 seconds.
"A very bad race from the start," American Magic helmsman Tom Slingsby said. "We have to have a look and see what is going on."

    


Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli stayed perfect at 5-0 after beating France's Orient Express Racing Team, which is 1-5. American Magic is 3-3, INEOS 3-2, and Alinghi 2-4.
The opening double round-robin stage of the competition will eliminate the lowest-scoring yacht by Sunday.




The remaining four boats will enter two-round playoffs to decide which one will take the Louis Vuitton Cup and earn a place in the America's Cup match, where it will face holder Emirates Team New Zealand in October. New Zealand is participating in the opening phase, but its races don't count.
Racing was abandoned on Tuesday after lightning struck near a boat. No races were held on Wednesday due to more thunderstorms.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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                                        Alcorn State (0-1) at Vanderbilt (1-0), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ESPNU))
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Vanderbilt has a chance to match last year's victory total if the Commodores can handle Alcorn State before a two-game road swing. The Commodores get a bit of a breather after a stunning upset of Virginia Tech in the season opener under coach Clark Lea earned them some votes for the Top 25. They are 2-0 against Southwestern Athletic Program teams -- both over Alabama A&M. Alcorn State went 7-4 last season. The Braves are coming off an opening loss at UAB. 
KEY MATCHUP
Vanderbilt's defense against Alcorn State's offense. The Braves struggled in their opening loss using three different quarterbacks throwing only for a combined 60 yards with an interception. Vanderbilt came up with four sacks against Virginia Tech and also had an interception with Lea overseeing the defense this season. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Alcorn State: QB Tyler Macon. The Braves also used Roderick Hartsfield Jr. and Xzavier Vaughn at quarterback. Macon ran 12 times for a team-high 37 yards but also had an interception. 




Vanderbilt: QB Diego Pavia. The transfer from New Mexico State debuted in splashy fashion, earning honors as the Southeastern Conference offensive player of the week. He threw for two touchdowns and ran for the game-winner in overtime to upset Virginia Tech. He was 12 of 16 for 190 yards and also ran for 104 yards. He became the first Vanderbilt quarterback to run and throw for at least 100 yards in the same game since Mike Wright beat Kentucky on Nov. 12, 2022. He's the first Vanderbilt player to run for 100 yards in a game since Ray Davis ran for 122 in a win over Florida on Nov. 19, 2022. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Vanderbilt has won at least two games in two of Lea's first three seasons. ... The Commodores scored on their first three possessions for the first time to start a game since 2017. ... The overtime victory was Vanderbilt's first under Lea. ... Pavia is among 51 new players on Vanderbilt's roster this season. Other transfers making an impact in the opener include Eli Stowers making a 41-yard catch in his debut. Khordae Sydnor had a sack. ... Brock Taylor made a 53-yard field goal for Vanderbilt, the fifth-longest field goal in program history and longest since 2021. ... Quincy Skinner Jr. led Vanderbilt with 72 yards receiving on four catches. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Bottles of Ricard liquor are seen in group Pernod-Ricard headquarters in Paris, April 21, 2005. (AP Photo/Jacques Brinon, File)
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            FILE - Marseille fans support their team before the French League One soccer match between Marseille and Strasbourg at the Velodrome stadium in Marseille, southern France, Oct. 20, 2019. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)
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            FILE - Marseille fans support their team before the French League One soccer match between Marseille and Strasbourg at the Velodrome stadium in Marseille, southern France, Oct. 20, 2019. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)
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                                        French liquor company Pernod Ricard, best known in France for the anise-flavored aperitif pastis, said on Thursday it scrapped a new sponsorship deal with Paris Saint-Germain after protests from Marseille.
Fans of Marseille, the bitter rival of PSG, complained that the drink belongs to their city. 
Pernod Ricard said in a statement it ended the global deal announced this week "in the face of the strong emotions aroused."
Marseille has long been associated with the French liqueur called pastis. So when Pernod Ricard announced the new commercial partnership with PSG, it left a bad taste in the mouths of Marseille fans.
The hashtag #boycottPernodRicard spread on social media as fans felt betrayed by a company that boasts about its Marseille origins. The issue became so intense that even Marseille Mayor Benoit Payan got involved, asking Pernod Ricard for an explanation.

    


Alexandre Ricard, the CEO of Pernod Ricard, decided to scrap the four-year sponsorship "for the group and after listening to the people who make it a success, including our employees in France, our customers, our shareholders, and above all, my family."




Pastis is consumed in all regions of France, but it is particularly popular in the country's south, where Marseille native Paul Ricard commercialized the drink under his name in 1932. Pernod Ricard was created in 1975 following a merger of Pernod and Ricard, which brought together two French anise-based spirits.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"For over 90 years, Ricard's history has been inextricably linked with Marseille, where it was born," Alexandre Ricard said. "Those roots are strong, and they run deep, so the decision that I'm taking today comes from the heart. I'm sure that everyone who has worked on this project will understand my choice. Pernod Ricard will continue to proudly claim its origins and the sincerity of the bonds that unite our brands with their communities."

    


When the deal was announced, upset fans said they would stop drinking pastis, or switch to rival brands, while others called for a boycott of the more than 240 brands in the wine and spirits seller's global portfolio.
Pernod Ricard insisted it had a global reach and excluded France "in terms of visibility or activations." On Thursday, it added the agreement was initially thought to promote its whisky and champagne brands internationally, not pastis. 
PSG and Marseille are the two biggest powerhouses of French soccer. Their rivalry became popular during the 1990s. Marseille, the only French team to win the Champions League (1993), has fallen well behind since PSG was taken over by Qatari investors in 2011, but the rivalry still stirs up passion.
PSG did not immediately react to Pernod Ricard's withdrawal but a source close to the club said it was surprised by the decision and would look at ways to still pursue a long-term partnership. For over a decade, Pernod Ricard has been an official provider of wine and spirits to PSG's hospitality program. The person was not authorized to speak publicly on the matter.
The four-year agreement was set to begin this season and would have covered PSG's men's and women's soccer teams and handball.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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Commanders fire employee after undercover video showed him disparaging players and fans
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                    FILE - A Washington Commanders logo is displayed at an event, Feb. 2, 2022, in Landover, Md. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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                                        ASHBURN, Va. (AP) -- The Washington Commanders said they have fired an employee after he was shown making derogatory comments about players and fans in undercover video posted on social media.
A team spokesperson said Thursday that vice president of content Rael Enteen had been terminated. Enteen was initially suspended pending an internal investigation after he said on video posted by O'Keefe Media Group that some players were dumb and homophobic and called fans "high school-educated alcoholics" and "mouth breathers."
The team spokesperson said Wednesday after the post came to light, "The language used in the video runs counter to our values at the Commanders organization."
James O'Keefe, who founded the company last year, told The Associated Press by phone Wednesday the videos were taken during two dates in June in Washington. O'Keefe said Enteen and the woman who filmed the interactions met on a dating app.

    


Also in the videos, Enteen criticized NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell and Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones. He called Goodell "a $50 million puppet" and the league's social justice efforts performative.




Enteen, who had been with the team since 2020, also said in the video that he believes Jones "hates gay people and Black people."
A message sent to a league spokesperson Wednesday seeking comment had not been returned by Thursday. The Cowboys did not respond to a request for comment.
___
AP Pro Football Writer Schuyler Dixon contributed to this report.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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Venezuela powerlifting champ and and new mother sets Paralympics record
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                    FILE -Venezuela's Clara Sarahy Fuentes Monasterio prepares to lift during women's 41kg powerlifting final at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, Thursday, Aug. 26, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. Venezuela's Clara Sarahy Fuentes Monasterio is the para powerlifting champion among women up to 50 kilograms after setting a record at the Paralympic Games on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Venezuela's powerlifting champion didn't know when her hands would stop trembling after setting a Games record at the Paris Paralympics on Thursday.
"I'm out of words, I'm emotional," Clara Sarahy Fuentes Monasterio said after bench-pressing 124 kilograms for the gold medal in the women's 50kg class.
It's been a wild three years for the Paralympian since she lifted 97 for the 41kg bronze medal in Tokyo. Her body changed after giving birth to her son Liam last year.
"I feel much stronger now," said Fuentes Monasterio, who credited her child as "my motivation."
Fuentes Monasterio, who uses a wheelchair, said her muscle mass increased "a lot" after giving birth. She didn't expect it would lead to a Paralympics record.
"My hands are still trembling. I don't know when they will stop," the 27-year-old lifter said after being feted by the small but raucous crowd at La Chapelle Arena.

    


The noisy spectators didn't mind that Fuentes Monasterio didn't attempt an even heavier load. Powerlifters have only three attempts. She failed her first at 120, but got it on her second try and immediately led the nine-women competition.




Every contender, with help from their coach, removes the bar from the racks and, at the referee's command, lowers it to their chest before pushing it upwards until their arms are fully extended with their elbows locked. This is subject to any medical condition.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Contenders can have a variety of impairments including orthopedic disability, cerebral palsy, neurological disability, or paraplegia and tetraplegia. There are 10 weight categories for women and men.
Blasts of dramatic music build up every lift. There's silence in the arena for the attempt then, depending on the judges' result, party beats or more subdued tunes.
China's Xiao Jinping took the silver medal after her first lift of 119, and Britain's Olivia Broome beamed after lifting 119 in the third round for the bronze. It was her second consecutive bronze in the category.

    


"It's extra special because I've got all my family here," Broome said. "They didn't get to see this in Tokyo, so I wanted to show them a medal."
Xiao wasn't as happy with her medal in her first Paralympics.
"I wanted the gold," she said.
Nigeria's Bose Bejide successfully lifted 100, then jumped an extra 18 kilos in the third round to try and overtake Broome for the bronze. It was too much.
In any case, Broome, who lifted 114 in the second round, made sure of another podium finish by lifting an extra five kilos in the third.
"I did 12 kilograms more than (in) Tokyo, so it's huge," the British Paralympian said.
Loida Zabala Ollero of Spain, who finished last, cried tears of joy after lifting 75 in the third round.
In men's competition, Mohamed Elmenyawy of Egypt won the 59kg class by posting 201 in the third round. China's Qi Yongkai won silver with 200 and Iran's Mohsen Bakhtiar claimed bronze with 197.
Later Thursday were the women's 55kg and men's 65kg finals.
___
AP Paralympics: https://apnews.com/hub/paralympic-games
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No. 25 Clemson, Appalachian State both look to keep CFP hopes alive early in the season

    No. 25 Clemson, Appalachian State both look to keep CFP hopes alive early in the season

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Clemson head coach Dabo Swinney, center, walks with his players before an NCAA college football game againt Georgia Aug. 31, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Clemson quarterback Cade Klubnik (2) is hit by Georgia linebacker Damon Wilson II (10) after releasing a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game Aug. 31, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Appalachian State quarterback Joey Aguilar falls just short of a touchdown on a dive in the first half of an NCAA college football game against East Tennessee State, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, at Kidd Brewer Stadium in Boone, N.C. (Walt Unks/Winston-Salem Journal via AP
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                                        Appalachian State (1-0) at No. 25 Clemson (0-1), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Clemson by 17 1/2. 
Series record: Clemson leads 5-0. 
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Clemson's chances at an expanded College Football Playoff. The Tigers can certainly rebound from their horrible start, a 34-3 loss to No. 1 Georgia, and put together a CFP worthy season. But things will be over on that front if they fall to Appalachian State. The Mountaineers have CFP hopes of their own as Sun Belt favorites who could claim the Group of Five spot in the 12-team field. 
KEY MATCHUP
Appalachian State quarterback Joey Aguilar vs. Clemson's defensive front. Aguilar is the Sun Belt offensive preseason player of the year who got off to a hot start as he completed 22 of 36 passes for 326 yards in a 38-10 win over East Tennessee last week. Aguilar threw for two scores and rushed for two more. Clemson's front line features ends Peter Woods and T.J. Parker, who helped hold Georgia in check in the first half of the Tigers' loss. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Appalachian State: LB Nate Johnson. Johnson is from Gaffney, South Carolina, about 90 minutes away from Death Valley and emerged last season as one of the nation's best young defenders. Johnson had 7.5 sacks last year, second nationally among first-year players. 




Clemson: QB Cade Klubnik. If the Tigers hope to achieve success this season, Klubnik will have to emerge as a consistent passer who can fire up their offense. Klubnik, as he has at times in his career, looked lost against Georgia. He has to find himself in the team's home opener to prepare for even bigger games ahead. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Clemson and Appalachian State last met in 2015. ... Clemson and Appalachian State are two of the six programs with the most wins in the Football Bowl Subdivision. The Tigers rank second with 119 wins in that span while the Mountaineers are sixth with 96. ... Appalachian State was fourth in the FBS with 25 takeaways. It led the Sun Belt with 13 interceptions. ... The Tigers slid from 14th in the preseason rankings to 25th. ... Clemson has had a rushing touchdown in 78 of its past 83 games, which tops the FBC. Appalachian State is No. 2 on that list with 74 in that span. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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No. 21 Hawkeyes will put their offense to the test against Iowa State in the annual CyHawk Game
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            Iowa wide receiver Reece Vander Zee (15) celebrates after catching a 19-yard touchdown pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Illinois State, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa won 40-0. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Iowa defensive end Brian Allen (90) celebrates after sacking Illinois State quarterback Tommy Rittenhouse during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Iowa City, Iowa. Iowa won 40-0. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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                                        Iowa State at No. 21 Iowa, Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (CBS)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa by 3.
Series record: Iowa leads 47-23.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The CyHawk Game doesn't make or break a season. It's all about state bragging rights. It's also an early measuring-stick game for teams that won openers against FCS opponents. The Iowa offense, under new coordinator Tim Lester, got rolling in the second half against Illinois State. Now it goes against a defense that has set the standard in the Big 12 the last five years. The Cyclones managed only 21 points against North Dakota and will face a defense allowing just 16.6 points per game since 2016, second only to Georgia (16.1 ppg).
KEY MATCHUP
Iowa State QB Rocco Becht vs. Iowa secondary. The Cyclones have rushed for over 100 yards against Iowa just once since 2018, so Becht will need to be his usual efficient self. Becht was the top freshman passer in the Big 12 a year ago, and he was a solid 20 for 26 for 267 yards and two TDs in the opener. The Hawkeyes' secondary has a combined 70 starts and features one of the nation's top defensive backs in Sebastian Castro.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Iowa State: WR Jaylin Noel will need to play a major role for the Cyclones win. He caught eight balls for 135 yards last week and has a reception in 33 straight games, the fourth-longest streak in the country.




Iowa: WR Reece Vander Zee was a revelation in his first college game with five catches for 66 yards and two touchdowns and could establish himself as a favorite target for Cade McNamara. He's the first Iowa true freshman with a receiving touchdown in an opener since 2006.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Hawkeyes have won seven of eight against Iowa State. Their loss was a 10-7 defeat in Iowa City in 2021. ... The teams did not meet between 1935-76 or in 2020. The teams played 43 straight seasons from 1977-2019. ... The Cyclones have held Iowa to a combined 16 second-half points over the last three meetings. ... Iowa tight ends combined for 10 catches and 119 yards against Illinois State, led by Luke Lachey's six for 63. ... ISU center Jarrod Hufford has started 34 games on the offensive line, with at least one at tackle, guard and center.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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West Virginia looks to bounce back from lopsided loss to No. 8 Penn State by hosting FCS Albany
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                    West Virginia Mountaineers quarterback Garrett Greene (6) rushes the ball against Penn State Nittany Lions in the second quarter of the NCAA college football game between the Penn State Nittany Lions and the West Virginia Mountaineers on August 31, 2024, at Mountaineer Field at Milan Puskar Stadium in Morgantown, WV.William Wotring/ Dominion Post/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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                                        Albany (1-0) at West Virginia (0-1), Saturday, 6 p.m. ET (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
West Virginia came out flat in the season opener, so it's important to get things fixed heading into the rest of a schedule that doesn't get any easier after this week. Albany advanced to the FCS semifinals a year ago but has a new quarterback still getting acclimated. 
KEY MATCHUP
West Virginia QB Garrett Greene against Albany's defense. Greene and the Mountaineers were limited to 246 total yards against No. 8 Penn State. Many of the struggles that included fumbles and bad snaps were self-inflicted, and it will be up to Greene to show they were a fluke. Greene did have four completions of at least 20 yards against Penn State. But the Mountaineers were limited to 12 points on five trips inside Penn State's 30-yard line.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Albany: QB Myles Burkett. The Wisconsin transfer took over for Reese Poffenbarger, who threw for a school-record 3,603 yards and 36 touchdowns last year before transferring to Miami. Burkett completed 12 of 26 passes for 165 yards and a score in a 27-21 win over Long Island a week ago.




West Virginia: LB Josiah Trotter. The redshirt freshman took a year off to recover from a knee injury sustained during 2023 spring practice. He registered 10 total tackles against Penn State. Trotter's father, Jeremiah Trotter Sr., is a former Pro Bowl linebacker and his brother, Jeremiah Trotter Jr., was an all-American linebacker at Clemson in 2023 and now is with the Philadelphia Eagles.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Albany returns leading rusher Griffin Woodell, a sophomore who ran for 892 yards last season ... Against Penn State, West Virginia's defense allowed seven passing plays of at least 17 yards and eight rushing plays of at least 10 yards. On offense the Mountaineers were limited to 12 points on five trips inside Penn State's 30-yard line. ... Albany is 1-8 against Bowl Subdivision opponents, beating Buffalo in 2016. ... West Virginia has never lost to an FCS opponent. ... Mountaineers left tackle Wyatt Milum is expected back after missing the second half against Penn State with cramps. Running back Jahiem White, who went down with an undisclosed injury while pass blocking but returned to the game later, should be ready to go for Albany, coach Neal Brown said. 
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Stanford looks to avoid 0-2 start when the Cardinal host FCS-level Cal Poly
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                    FILE - Stanford Cardinal wide receiver Elic Ayomanor (13) reacts after losing to the Sacramento State Hornets after an NCAA football game, Sept. 16, 2023, in Stanford, Calif. (AP Photo/Lachlan Cunningham, File)
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                                        Cal Poly (0-1) at Stanford (0-1), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (ACC Network Extra)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Stanford coach Troy Taylor seeks his first home win in two seasons with the Cardinal when he faces FCS-level Cal Poly. Stanford is coming off a season-opening 34-27 loss to TCU. The Mustangs lost their opener 27-21 to San Diego and are looking to take advantage of a rare opportunity against an FBS-level opponent.
KEY MATCHUP
Cal Poly DBs vs Stanford WR Elic Ayomanor. The Mustangs don't see receivers like Ayomanor at the FCS level. Ayomanor uses his size to be a string downfield threat and should have opportunities for big plays this week. He had seven catches for 102 yards in the opener.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Cal Poly: QB Bo Kelly had a rough opener, throwing two pick 6s and three INTs overall in the loss to San Diego. Kelly threw for 226 yards and a TD in his third career start.

    


Stanford: QB Ashton Daniels showed off his dual-threat abilities in the opener, rushing for a career-high 89 yards on 17 carries for the fifth most yards rushing in a game ever for a Cardinal QB. Daniels wasn't as efficient throwing the ball, going 17 for 35 for 163 yards, one TD and one INT. 




FACTS & FIGURES
Cal Poly has lost 10 straight games against FBS-level teams since beating Wyoming 24-22 in 2012. ... The Mustangs have never beaten an FBS team from a major conference. ... Cal Poly had eight yards rushing in the opener. ... Stanford seeks to avoid starting 0-2 for just the second time in the past 18 seasons. The Cardinal lost their first two games in the COVID-shortened 2020 season when they only played conference foes. ... Stanford has lost only twice all-time to an FCS-level team: in 2005 against UC Davis and last season against Sacramento State. ... The Cardinal have lost 10 straight home games since beating Arizona State 15-14 on Oct. 22, 2022. ... Stanford QB Justin Lamson came in last week in short yardage situations and had a TD run and a TD pass. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Tar Heels look for 2-0 start when they host Charlotte in an instate matchup for their home opener
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                    North Carolina quarterback Conner Harrell (15) runs with the football during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Minnesota, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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                                        Charlotte (0-1) at North Carolina (1-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: UNC by 22 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
North Carolina faces the challenge of a quick change at quarterback after the season-ending injury to opening-night starter Max Johnson. Conner Harrell is set to earn his second career start. The 49ers lost their opener to James Madison after the Dukes outscored them 21-0 after halftime.
KEY MATCHUP
Harrell against Charlotte's defensive front. Harrell lost a preseason-camp battle to Johnson, then had to take over in the second half of a tight win at Minnesota. Harrell had played spot duty behind eventual No. 3 overall NFL draft pick Drake Maye last year and then started the bowl game after Maye declared for the draft. The 49ers made significant defensive strides last year in the Bowl Subdivision statistics and had two takeaways in the opener to go with a fourth-down stand inside their own 5-yard line against James Madison.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Charlotte: QB Max Brown. The former Florida player made his Charlotte debut against James Madison, throwing for 193 yards and a touchdown but also throwing two interceptions to go with a lost fumble.




UNC: RB Omarion Hampton. The preseason Associated Press All-American opened the with 129 yards rushing on a workhorse-level 30 carries to go with five catches for 17 yards. With Harrell being unproven, Hampton could see stacked boxes to eliminate rushing lanes by the 49ers. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The teams were scheduled to meet in September 2020 but that game was cancelled two days before kickoff due to COVID-19 concerns. Contact tracing had depleted the 49ers' offensive line with multiple players in quarantine. ... UNC kicker Noah Burnette had four field goals in the opener, including the late winner from 45 yards. ... The Tar Heels' 19 points in the Minnesota game were the lowest in a win for the program since 2012. ... UNC hasn't lost its first home game of the season since 2017. ... Charlotte has 71 newcomers on the roster, including 44 transfers to tie Colorado for the most in the country. ... The 49ers launched their football program in 2013 and spent two years as an independent at the Championship Subdivision level before moving up to FBS. They're now members of the American Athletic Conference.
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football. Sign up for the AP's college football newsletter: https://apnews.com/cfbtop25
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Indiana seeks 2-0 start as Western Illinois tries to snap Division I's longest losing streak at 25
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            Indiana head coach Curt Cignetti, center, watches the first half of an NCAA college football game against Florida International, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Bloomington, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Indiana running back Ty Son Lawton (17) celebrates a touchdown run with offensive lineman Bray Lynch (74) during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Florida International, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Bloomington, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Indiana quarterback Kurtis Rourke throws during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Florida International, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Bloomington, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Indiana running back Justice Ellison (6) runs past Florida International linebacker Elijah Anderson-Taylor (1) during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Bloomington, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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                                        Western Illinois at Indiana, Friday, 7 p.m. ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Last weekend, Curt Cignetti became the first coach to win in his Hoosiers debut then talked about the need to play better to keep fans in the stands. A short week might not help Indiana clean up all the mistakes, but a 2-0 record would do wonders for a program that won only nine times over the past three seasons. The Leathernecks, meanwhile, are trying to snap a 25-game losing streak, the longest of any FBS or FCS school. Western Illinois' last win came Oct. 30, 2021 and their last road win came Sept. 25, 2021.
KEY MATCHUP
Indiana's ground game vs. Western Ilinois' run defense. Newcomers Ty Son Lawton, Justice Ellison and Elijah Green ran for a total of 222 yards and three scores last week against Florida International. Indiana produced its highest single-game rushing total (234 yards) since November 2022. If the Leathernecks don't improve after allowing 312 yards rushing, 7.6 yards per carry and three TDs last week at Northern Illinois, expect another long night.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Western Illinois: DB Willie Jones. The fourth-year player who started his career at Bowling Green and had 19 tackles in 11 games last season nearly matched that total with 13 tackles in the season opener. He faces a more daunting challenge against the Hoosiers.




Indiana: QB Kurtis Rourke. The former Mid-American Conference star had a promising start to his Hoosiers career, throwing for 180 yards and one TD while demonstrating he could extend plays with his feet. Cignetti wants to see more consistency from Rourke this week.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The matchup features two first-year coaches at their respective institutions, Cignetti and Joe Davis. ... Western Illinois left the Missouri Valley Football Conference this year and is now part of the Big South-Ohio Valley Football Association. ... Indiana has won 14 consecutive games against FCS foes and is 17-1 all-time against FCS teams. ... Seven of the Leathernecks last eight losses have come by 39 or more points. ... LB Aidan Fisher, one of 13 players who followed Cignetti from James Madison to Indiana, had an impressive first week with 12 tackles, two for loss and one sack. ... QB Nathan Lamb was 17 of 29 with 204 yards and one TD in his first start with Western Illinois.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/indiana-hoosiers-western-illinois-leathernecks-822f9add85519c4a5418770e5635dbc9



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Old rivals Colorado and Nebraska will wrap up their 4-game nonconference series in Lincoln

    Old rivals Colorado and Nebraska will wrap up their 4-game nonconference series in Lincoln

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            Colorado head coach Deion Sanders takes the field before an NCAA college football game against North Dakota State, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)
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            Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders scrambles during the second half of an NCAA college football game against North Dakota State Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/Jack Dempsey)
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            Nebraska's Dylan Raiola (15) takes a snap during the first half of an NCAA college football game against UTEP in Lincoln, Neb., Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (Chris Machian/Omaha World-Herald via AP)
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                                        Colorado (1-0) at Nebraska (1-0), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (NBC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Nebraska by 7.
Series record: Nebraska leads 41-29-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Colorado's Deion Sanders and Nebraska's Matt Rhule both are in their second seasons, and both are tasked with bringing their programs back to prominence. This will be a good test to check the progress of the old Big Eight/Big 12 rivals. Nebraska fans have been anticipating this game since the Buffaloes won in Boulder last year. Memorial Stadium will be juiced.
KEY MATCHUP
Offensive lines vs. defensive lines. It would be premature to say Colorado's offensive line, which gave up 52 sacks last season, is much improved. North Dakota State of the FCS had Shedeur Sanders on the run last week but sacked him just once. The Huskers' pass rushers have the speed to get home. Chunk plays have been a problem for the Buffs' defense and its pass-rush is middling. Nebraska's offensive line clears the way for a running back stable that runs four-deep and Dylan Raiola was kept clean against UTEP except for one sack.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Colorado: Two-way star Travis Hunter will be on the field for most, if not all, of the game. As a receiver, he proved too much to handle for NDSU. He will test Nebraska's secondary as a potential top-five NFL draft pick, but he won't be able to impose his physicality like he did against North Dakota State. As a cornerback, Hunter will be dealing with bigger and stronger Nebraska receivers.




Nebraska: Raiola was really good in his college debut. He threw a pretty ball and was on point with his decision-making. But that was in a blowout against UTEP. Let's see how he responds if he finds himself in a high-scoring and close game.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This game ends a four-game, home-and-home series. The Buffs won the first three games -- 33-28 in Lincoln in 2018, 34-31 in overtime in Boulder in 2019 and 36-14 in Boulder last year. Colorado has never won four in a row in the series. Nebraska last beat the Buffs in Lincoln in 2010, a 45-17 victory that clinched a spot in the Big 12 championship game in the Huskers' final year in the conference. ... Shedeur Sanders threw for 445 yards and averaged 17 yards per completion against NDSU. He threw for 393 yards but was sacked seven times by Nebraska last year. ... Huskers' 33-point win over UTEP was its most lopsided in three years.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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ACC newcomer SMU hosts BYU in its first game against another Power 4 opponent
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            SMU quarterback Preston Stone smiles during an NCAA college football practice in Dallas, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            SMU's head football coach Rhett Lashlee, right, looks on as wide receiver Moochie Dixon (5) catches a pass during an NCAA college football practice in Dallas, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            FILE - BYU head coach Kalani Sitake looks on during an NCAA college football game against Texas Tech, Oct. 21, 2023, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            SMU's head football coach Rhett Lashlee, right, looks on as wide receiver Moochie Dixon (5) catches a pass during an NCAA college football practice in Dallas, Friday, Aug. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero)
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            FILE - BYU head coach Kalani Sitake looks on during an NCAA college football game against Texas Tech, Oct. 21, 2023, in Provo, Utah. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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                                        BYU (1-0) at SMU (2-0), Friday, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: SMU by 10 1/2.
Series record: BYU leads 4-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Atlantic Coast Conference newcomer SMU plays its first game against another Power Four opponent. The Mustangs have won their last nine home games, averaging 53.9 points a game during that streak -- their longest since winning 10 in a row at home from 1946-48. BYU is in its second year as a member of the Big 12 and has a 6-7 record since joining the league after playing 13 seasons as an independent. Both teams are coming off big wins at home over FCS opponents, BYU 41-13 over Southern Illinois and SMU 59-7 against Houston Christian.
KEY MATCHUP
Anthony Booker Jr. and the SMU defense against a BYU offense that piled up 527 yards (348 passing and 179 rushing) without a turnover in its opener. The Mustangs forced three turnovers against HCU and those led to three touchdowns. That included Booker, the 348-pound nose tackle, returning a fumble 16 yards for a touchdown. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
BYU: WRs Chase Roberts and JoJo Phillips. After leading the Cougars with 42 catches in his second season with them last year, the 6-foot-4 Roberts had seven catches for 108 yards in their opener. Phillips is a 6-5 redshirt freshman whose only catch last year went for a score. He caught two passes for 70 yards against Southern Illinois, one of those a 57-yard touchdown.




SMU: Preston Stone is 13-2 as the Mustangs' starting quarterback. He is 23 of 39 passing (59%) for 332 yards with three touchdowns and one interception this season, and has run six times for 51 yards.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The first time the two teams met was in the 1980 Holiday Bowl, when BYU overcame a 20-point deficit in the final four minutes. The Cougars then recovered an onside kick after a touchdown, scored again and blocked a punt that set up Jim McMahon's game-deciding 41-yard TD pass to Clay Brown. They last played in the 2022 New Mexico Bowl when BYU won 24-23 after SMU failed on a 2-point conversion try with 8 seconds left. ... SMU has had at least seven receivers catch a pass in each of its last 19 games. ... The Cougars have lost their last five road games. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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US charges former Trump 2016 campaign adviser Dimitri Simes over work for sanctioned Russian TV
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                    In this handout photo provided by Photo host Agency RIA Novosti, Dimitri Simes, a Russian-American author, editor, and political pundit asks a question to Russian President Vladimir Putin during a plenary session of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum in St. Petersburg, Russia, June 16, 2023. (Alexei Danichev/Photo host Agency RIA Novosti via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. government has charged a Russian-born U.S. citizen and former adviser to Donald Trump's 2016 presidential campaign with working for a sanctioned Russian state television network and laundering the proceeds.
Indictments announced Thursday by the Department of Justice allege that Dimitri Simes and his wife received over $1 million dollars and a personal car and driver in exchange for work they did for Russia's Channel One since June 2022. The network was sanctioned by the U.S. in 2022 over Russia's invasion of Ukraine.
Simes, 76, and his wife, Anastasia Simes, have a home in Virginia and are believed to be in Russia.
"These defendants allegedly violated sanctions that were put in place in response to Russia's illegal aggression in Ukraine," U.S. Attorney Matthew M. Graves said in a statement announcing the indictments. "Such violations harm our national security interests -- a fact that Dimitri Simes, with the deep experience he gained in national affairs after fleeing the Soviet Union and becoming a U.S. citizen, should have uniquely appreciated."

    


The indictments come at a time of renewed concern about Russian efforts to meddle with the upcoming U.S. election using online disinformation and propaganda. On Wednesday federal authorities charged two employees of the Russian media organization RT with covertly funding a Tennessee company that produced pro-Russian content.




Simes, who led a Washington think tank called the Center for the National Interest, figured prominently in special counsel Robert Mueller's investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election and potential ties to the Trump campaign.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The report chronicles interactions that the Soviet-born Simes, who immigrated to the U.S. in the 1970s, had during the campaign with assorted figures in the Trump orbit, including Trump's son-in-law Jared Kushner, about foreign policy.

    


Before one such meeting, according to the Mueller report, Simes sent Kushner a letter detailing potential talking points for Trump about Russia and also passed along derogatory information about Bill Clinton that was then forwarded to other representatives of the campaign.
Simes's think tank helped arrange a foreign policy speech at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington at which Simes stood next to Trump and introduced him to invitees. Among those present was Sergei Kislyak, the then-Russian ambassador to the U.S.
After the report was released, Simes defended himself in an interview with a Washington Post columnist: "I did not see anything in the Mueller report that in any way that would indicate any questionable activity on my part or on the center's part." He said the work he was doing was "not unusual" in the context of what he said were partisan efforts to paint Trump as a "foreign agent."
A second indictment alleges that Anastasia Simes, 55, received funds from sanctioned Russian businessman Alexander Udodov. Udodov was sanctioned last year for his support for the Russian government.
If convicted of the charges, the two face a sentence of up to 20 years in prison.
Messages left with an attorney for Simes and the Trump campaign were not immediately returned on Thursday.
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How to watch the presidential debate between Trump and Harris
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                    This combination photo shows Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaking during a presidential debate, June 27, 2024, in Atlanta, left, and Sen. Kamala Harris, D-Calif., speaking during a Democratic presidential primary debates, July 31, 2019, in Detroit. (AP Photo)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The second general election debate of the 2024 campaign season is here, but it's the first matchup for the current nominees.
Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump are taking part in Tuesday night's debate in Philadelphia. After a disastrous performance in the first general election debate of this cycle in June, President Joe Biden ended his reelection bid, upending the campaign in its closing months and kicking off the rapid-fire process that allowed Harris to rise as Democrats' nominee in his place.
Here's how to watch the debate:
What time is the debate? 
The debate will start at 9 p.m. EDT Tuesday and is expected to last 90 minutes. It's being moderated by "World News Tonight" anchor David Muir and "Prime" anchor Linsey Davis.
What channel is the debate on?
ABC News is carrying the debate live on its broadcast network as well as its streaming platform ABC News Live, Disney+ and Hulu. Several networks have also agreed to carry the event live. 

    


Where is the debate?
The second general election debate of this cycle is taking place at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia. As was the case for the June debate, there will be no audience present. 




Pennsylvania is perhaps the nation's premier swing state, and both candidates have spent significant time campaigning across Pennsylvania. Trump was holding a rally in Butler, in western Pennsylvania, in mid-July when he was nearly assassinated by a gunman perched on a nearby rooftop. Harris chose Philadelphia as the spot where she unveiled Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate in August.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2020, it was Pennsylvania's electoral votes that put Biden over the top and propelled him into the White House, four years after Trump won the state. Biden's victory came after more than three days of uncertainty as election officials sorted through a surge of mail-in votes that delayed the processing of some ballots, and the Trump campaign mounted several legal challenges.

    


Which candidates will be on stage?
Two candidates -- Harris and Trump -- will be on stage, and it'll be the first time that they've ever met. It's also Harris' first debate since 2020, when she and Trump's running mate -- then-Vice President Mike Pence -- debated through plexiglass shields during the COVID-19 pandemic.
With Biden's departure from the campaign after the first debate, there was some concern whether Trump and Harris would be facing off at all. As the vice president wound her way from Biden's running mate to Democratic nominee, Trump said he had made his initial debate agreement with Biden, inserting doubt into whether he would meet Harris on a debate stage.
Then there was the kerfuffle over the muting of microphones -- except for a candidate's turn to speak -- something Biden's campaign had made a condition of its decision to accept any debates this year. Some aides have said they have come to regret that decision, saying voters were shielded from hearing Trump's outbursts. Harris' campaign said it wanted all microphones to be live, and, while Trump said he'd rather have mics "probably on," his campaign agreed to the same mic muting in place for the June debate with Biden.

    


The current ABC framework for the second debate has the same rules for mic muting, no live audience or written notes.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


So far, the candidates have not come to an agreement on meeting again for another debate.
What's up next?
CBS News will host a vice presidential debate on Oct. 1 between Walz and Trump's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance. That event is planned to be held in New York City.
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/debate-how-to-watch-harris-trump-42f0af68f25797a0267e63021311a43c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Pentagon leaders head to Germany for talks on Ukraine military aid
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                    FILE - Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. CQ Brown Jr., speaks during a press briefing with Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, left, April 26, 2024 at the Pentagon in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Top U.S. military leaders will be in Germany to discuss Ukraine's wartime needs as Russia has conducted one of its deadliest airstrikes in the conflict and Ukraine presses its offensive in Russia's Kursk region. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and Gen. C.Q. Brown, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will host a meeting Friday at Ramstein Air Force Base of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, made up of military leaders from more than 50 nations that have regularly provided funding and weapon systems to bolster Ukraine since Russia invaded in February 2022.
The group's priorities include bolstering Ukraine's air defenses and "energizing of the defense industrial bases" of allies to ensure long-term support for Kyiv, Maj. Gen. Pat Ryder, the Pentagon's press secretary, said in a statement Thursday.
"As Secretary Austin has said, Ukraine matters to U.S. and international security," the statement said.

    


Ukraine's allies face renewed calls from President Volodymyr Zelenskyy for additional air defenses and loosened restrictions on how far into Russia Ukraine can fire American-provided munitions. He has long pushed allies to go further to support Ukraine's effort to fend off Russia.




The meeting comes after Russia used two ballistic missiles to target a military academy and nearby hospital this week in Ukraine, killing more than 50 people and wounding over 270 others, in one of the deadliest strikes of the war.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Air defense systems and missiles are needed in Ukraine, not in a warehouse somewhere," Zelenskyy said on his Telegram channel this week. "Long-range strikes that can protect us from Russian terror are needed now." 
So far, the Biden administration has kept relatively strict control over how the missiles it provides Ukraine can be used. Ukraine can defensively fire at Russian targets along the border, but the U.S. prohibits their use deeper into Russia, out of concern that such a strike would further escalate the war. 

    


There has been no change in the policy on Ukraine's use of U.S.-supplied weapons, Ryder told reporters Tuesday.
That the group of military leaders from Ukraine's allies has continued to meet and agree to send weapons is extraordinary, however. Global pressure on weapons stockpiles has increased and contributors such as the U.S. face competing demands for that aid to bolster security in the Middle East and the Indo-Pacific. 
Since 2022, the member nations together have provided about $106 billion in security assistance to Ukraine. The U.S. has provided more than $56 billion of that total. 
The group's meeting also comes as Zelenskyy has signaled a major reshuffling of his cabinet-level leaders. Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, one of Ukraine's most recognizable faces on the international stage, resigned Wednesday before the expected reorganization. 
Ukraine also has made a fundamental shift in its tactics in the war, seizing Russian territory in the Kursk region during an offensive that began a few weeks ago. Ukraine's military is trying to maintain control of that land, while Russian President Vladimir Putin pushes his forces deeper into eastern Ukraine. Both sides are prepared for difficult fighting during the winter.
Both sides have become entrenched over the two previous winters, and Ukrainians have endured brutal conditions without electricity or heat as Russia has targeted its power grid.
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Biden promotes administration's rural electrification funding in Wisconsin
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                    President Joe Biden speaks in the South Court Auditorium on the White House complex in Washington, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, to kickoff the Investing in America event. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden is returning to southwest Wisconsin to make good on his promise to provide new investments in rural electrification and other infrastructure improvements.
Biden will be in Westby on Thursday to announce $7.3 billion in investments for 16 cooperatives that will provide electricity for rural areas across 23 states. The intent is to bring down the cost of badly needed electricity connections in hard-to-reach areas. 
Funding for the project comes from the Democrats' Inflation Reduction Act, signed into law in August 2022 and passed in Congress along party lines. The law invests roughly $13 billion in rural electrification across multiple programs and will create 4,500 permanent jobs and 16,000 construction jobs, according to the White House.
The administration calls it the largest investment in rural electrification since the New Deal in the 1930s.

    


Democrats consider Wisconsin to be one of the must-win states in November's presidential election between Republican Donald Trump and Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris. Biden won the state in 2020 by about 20,000 votes, flipping Wisconsin to the Democratic column after Trump narrowly won it in 2016.




And Thursday's trip will be a return to a state that Biden visited early in his presidency. Then, he made a promise to provide, among other infrastructure improvements, better internet to rural areas.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It isn't a luxury; it's now a necessity, like water and electricity," Biden said at the La Crosse Municipal Transit Utility in June 2021. "And this deal would provide for it for everyone, while bringing down the cost of internet service across the board."
White House deputy chief of staff Natalie Quillian told reporters Wednesday that when the president returns to Wisconsin, "he will have delivered on so many of those promises."
___
This story has been corrected to reflect that the goal is to bring down the cost of electricity connections, not internet connections, in hard-to-reach areas.
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Yellen says ending Biden tax incentives would be 'historic mistake' for states like North Carolina
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                    FILE - Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen speaks during a news conference in Philadelphia, July 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen warned voters in the battleground state of North Carolina that they could lose jobs if Republicans weaken a signature Biden administration law that encourages investments in manufacturing and clean energy.
Yellen said that Republican-dominated states like North Carolina are greatly benefiting from tax incentives under the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act and that eliminating them would be a "historic mistake," in a Thursday speech a community college in Raleigh.
North Carolina has emerged as a key battleground this election cycle between Republican former President Donald Trump and Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris, where Trump ultimately won North Carolina in the 2020 presidential election.
Yellen said Treasury data shows that 90,000 North Carolina households claimed more than $100 million in residential clean energy credits and $60 million in energy efficiency credits.

    


"Rolling them back could raise costs for working families at a moment when it's imperative that we continue to take action to lower prices," Yellen said. "It could jeopardize the significant investments in manufacturing we're seeing here and across the country, along with the jobs that come with them, many of which don't require a college degree. And it could give a leg-up to China and other countries that are also investing to compete in these critical industries."




"As we see clearly here in North Carolina, this would be a historic mistake," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some Republicans have called on their leaders to reconsider repealing IRA energy tax incentives. 
A group of 18 House Republicans in August called on House Speaker Mike Johnson to reconsider efforts to eliminate them.
"Prematurely repealing energy tax credits, particularly those which were used to justify investments that already broke ground, would undermine private investments and stop development that is already ongoing," the letter reads. "A full repeal would create a worst-case scenario where we would have spent billions of taxpayer dollars and received next to nothing in return."

    


But Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, tweeted on social media site X that the lawmakers who signed the letter want to "preserve so-called 'green' handouts to Democrats' corporate cronies."
"The GOP must ignore K-Street lobbyists and refuse to fund the climate corporate cronies destroying our country," he said.
The Republican case against the Inflation Reduction Act hinges on the argument that the spending is wasteful and benefits China. 
IRS data released in August states that 3.4 million American families have claimed $8.4 billion in residential clean energy and home energy efficiency tax credits in 2023 -- mostly towards solar panels and battery storage.
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Election 2024 Latest: Trump and Harris focus on tax policy ahead of next week's debate
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump participates in a town hall with FOX News host Sean Hannity at the New Holland Arena, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Harrisburg, Pa. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris greets people after speaking during a campaign stop at the Throwback Brewery, in North Hampton, N.H., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        Donald Trump and Kamala Harris will debate for the first time next Tuesday as the presidential candidates fight to sway voters on the biggest stage in U.S. politics. The meeting comes just 75 days after President Joe Biden's disastrous debate performance triggered a political earthquake that ultimately forced him from the race. 
Ahead of that, Trump and Harris are discussing tax policy plans with voters. Harris touted a small- business tax plan during a campaign visit to New Hampshire on Wednesday, while Trump will address the Economic Club of New York on Thursday.
With just 61 days until the November election, early voting will be underway in at least four states by the end of September and a dozen more to follow by mid-October.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the Latest:
Harris to meet with the Teamsters, 1 of the last unions to endorse a presidential candidate
Vice President Kamala Harris and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters have agreed to meet on Sept. 16 as the Democratic presidential nominee courts the powerful union's endorsement.

    


The union said in a statement Thursday that the meeting with union members and officers will take place at the Teamsters headquarters in Washington.




Harris has already been endorsed by most major labor unions, including the United Auto Workers and the American Federation of Teachers. She is now seeking support of the 1.3 million-member Teamsters, one of the last unions to make a choice.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The statement said the meeting will give Harris a chance to discuss how she and the Teamsters "can work together to empower and protect workers, promote high labor standards and strengthen the American economy while expanding the middle class."
Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump met with the Teamsters members and leaders in January.
No matter who the Teamsters endorse, it won't guarantee support of all the union's members. In an interview with CBS on Sunday, President Sean O'Brien noted that the union is different from most because its membership is split evenly between Republicans and Democrats.

    


Trump touts past economic accomplishments as president 
Former President Donald Trump is touting his past accomplishments on the economy before a group of executives and industry leaders. 
In a speech to the Economic Club of New York on Thursday, Trump said he "took care of our economy like I would take care of my own company."
The Republican presidential nominee also blasted Vice President Kamala Harris' economic plans, saying the Democratic presidential nominee "wants four more years to enforce the radical left agenda that poses a fundamental threat to the prosperity of every American family and America itself." 
Trump said he was promising "low taxes, low regulation, low interest rates, low, low, low crime, and surging incomes for all."
Trump, Harris lay out starkly different economic plans 
Days before their first debate, Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump are laying out starkly different visions for the U.S. economy. 
Trump has floated the idea of chopping the 21% corporate tax rate to 15%, a proposal liked by companies, in addition to no taxes on tips and Social Security income. The corporate rate had been 35% when he became president in 2017, and he later signed a bill lowering it. 

    


Harris has called for raising the corporate tax rate to 28%. In New Hampshire on Wednesday, she also called for expanding tax deductions tied to the expenses of starting a business and set a goal of 25 million applications to form new companies over the next four years.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Economists have warned about Trump's plans to impose tariffs that he says would return manufacturing jobs to the U.S. Some have said such taxes on imports could worsen inflation, though he is vowing to cut down costs. Inflation peaked in 2022 at 9.1% but has since eased to 2.9% as of last month.
Trump was scheduled to appear before the Economic Club of New York on Thursday to make his case.
> Read more here.
Voting and entertainment groups announce HBCU voter registration contest
A coalition of education, entertainment and political groups is launching an HBCU voter registration drive aimed at getting students from historically Black colleges to the polls.
Initiated Thursday, The Vote Loud: HBCU Voter Registration Challenge allows current students, alumni, professors and extended family members of historically Black colleges and universities to register to vote, logging a point for their school. Special prizes will be announced soon and may include special performances, organizers said.

    


The competition is open until Oct. 5. It was launched by BET, HBCU Buzz, Live Nation Urban, and former first lady Michelle Obama's nonpartisan voting initiative When We All Vote.
Luke Lawal Jr. is founder and CEO of HBCU Buzz. He says the effort is not just about voting, but about "shaping policies that impact our education, our communities and our future."
Trump election subversion case goes back to court
A judge is hearing arguments in Washington, D.C., Thursday about the potential next steps in the federal election subversion prosecution of Donald Trump in the first hearing since the Supreme Court narrowed the case by ruling that former presidents are entitled to broad immunity from criminal charges.

    


Prosecutors and defense lawyers submitted dueling proposals late Friday before the status conference. U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan is presiding over the case that charges Trump with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 election in the run-up to the Jan. 6, 2021 riot at the U.S. Capitol.
As the hearing opened, the judge noted that it had been almost a year since she saw the lawyers in her courtroom. The case has been frozen since last December as Trump pursued his appeal.
> Read more here.

GOP lawsuits set the stage for state challenges if Trump loses the election
Before voters even begin casting ballots, Democrats and Republicans are engaged in a sprawling legal fight over how the 2024 election will be run -- a series of court disputes that could even run past Election Day if the outcome is close.
Both parties have bulked up their legal teams for the fight. Republicans have filed more than 100 lawsuits challenging various aspects of vote-casting after being chastised repeatedly by judges in 2020 for bringing complaints about how the election was run only after votes were tallied.
After Donald Trump has made " election integrity " a key part of his party's platform following his false claims of widespread voter fraud in 2020, the Republican National Committee says it has more than 165,000 volunteers ready to watch the polls in November.
Democrats are countering with what they are calling "voter protection," rushing to court to fight back against the GOP cases and building their own team with over 100 staffers, several hundred lawyers and what they say are thousands of volunteers for November.
> Read more here.

Key questions ahead of first Trump-Harris presidential debate
Donald Trump and Kamala Harris will debate for the first -- and perhaps, last -- time on Tuesday night as the presidential candidates fight to sway voters on the biggest stage in U.S. politics. 
The meeting comes just 75 days after President Joe Biden's disastrous debate performance triggered a political earthquake that ultimately forced him from the race. Few expect such a transformative result this time, but Trump is on a mission to end Harris' "honeymoon" as polls suggest the Democratic vice president is now even -- or slightly ahead -- of the Republican former president in some swing states.
Harris, a former courtroom prosecutor, will enter the night with relatively high expectations against a Republican opponent with 34 felony convictions and a penchant for false statements. The question is whether Harris, who did not particularly stand out during primary debates in her 2020 presidential campaign, can prosecute Trump's glaring liabilities in a face-to-face meeting on live television with the world watching.
The 90-minute meeting begins at 9 p.m. ET Tuesday inside Philadelphia's National Constitutional Center. It will be moderated by ABC News anchors David Muir and Linsey Davis. Per rules negotiated by both campaigns, there will be no live audience.
> Here's what we're watching for on a historic night.
Harris accepts rules for Sept. 10 debate with Trump on ABC, including microphone muting
Vice President Kamala Harris has accepted the rules for next week's debate with former President Donald Trump, although the Democratic nominee says the decision not to keep both candidates' microphones live throughout the matchup will be to her disadvantage.
The development, which came Wednesday via a letter from Harris' campaign to host network ABC News, seemed to mark a conclusion to the debate over microphone muting, which had for a time threatened to derail the Sept. 10 presidential debate at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia. 
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How do you know when AI is powerful enough to be dangerous? Regulators try to do the math
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                    FILE - President Joe Biden signs an executive on artificial intelligence in the East Room of the White House, Oct. 30, 2023, in Washington. Vice President Kamala Harris looks on at right. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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                                        How do you know if an artificial intelligence system is so powerful that it poses a security danger and shouldn't be unleashed without careful oversight? 
For regulators trying to put guardrails on AI, it's mostly about the arithmetic. Specifically, an AI model trained on 10 to the 26th floating-point operations must now be reported to the U.S. government and could soon trigger even stricter requirements in California. 
Say what? Well, if you're counting the zeroes, that's 100,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, or 100 septillion, calculations to train AI systems on huge troves of data.
What it signals to some lawmakers and AI safety advocates is a level of computing power that might enable rapidly advancing AI technology to create or proliferate weapons of mass destruction, or conduct catastrophic cyberattacks.
Those who've crafted such regulations acknowledge they are an imperfect starting point to distinguish today's highest-performing generative AI systems -- largely made by California-based companies like Anthropic, Google, Meta Platforms and ChatGPT-maker OpenAI -- from the next generation that could be even more powerful. 

    


Critics have pounced on the thresholds as arbitrary -- an attempt by governments to regulate math. Adding to the confusion is that some rules set a speed-based computing threshold -- how many floating-point operations per second, known as flops -- while others are based on cumulative number of calculations no matter how long they take.




"Ten to the 26th flops," said venture capitalist Ben Horowitz on a podcast this summer. "Well, what if that's the size of the model you need to, like, cure cancer?"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An executive order signed by President Joe Biden last year relies on a 10 to the 26th threshold. So does California's newly passed AI safety legislation -- which Gov. Gavin Newsom has until Sept. 30 to sign into law or veto. California adds a second metric to the equation: regulated AI models must also cost at least $100 million to build. 

    


Following Biden's footsteps, the European Union's sweeping AI Act also measures floating-point operations, but sets the bar 10 times lower at 10 to the 25th power. That covers some AI systems already in operation. China's government has also looked at measuring computing power to determine which AI systems need safeguards. 
No publicly available models meet the higher California threshold, though it's likely that some companies have already started to build them. If so, they're supposed to be sharing certain details and safety precautions with the U.S. government. Biden employed a Korean War-era law to compel tech companies to alert the U.S. Commerce Department if they're building such AI models.
AI researchers are still debating how best to evaluate the capabilities of the latest generative AI technology and how it compares to human intelligence. There are tests that judge AI on solving puzzles, logical reasoning or how swiftly and accurately it predicts what text will answer a person's chatbot query. Those measurements help assess an AI tool's usefulness for a given task, but there's no easy way of knowing which one is so widely capable that it poses a danger to humanity. 

    


"This computation, this flop number, by general consensus is sort of the best thing we have along those lines," said physicist Anthony Aguirre, executive director of the Future of Life Institute, which has advocated for the passage of California's Senate Bill 1047 and other AI safety rules around the world. 
Floating point arithmetic might sound fancy "but it's really just numbers that are being added or multiplied together," making it one of the simplest ways to assess an AI model's capability and risk, Aguirre said.
"Most of what these things are doing is just multiplying big tables of numbers together," he said. "You can just think of typing in a couple of numbers into your calculator and adding or multiplying them. And that's what it's doing -- ten trillion times or a hundred trillion times."
For some tech leaders, however, it's too simple and hard-coded a metric. There's "no clear scientific support" for using such metrics as a proxy for risk, argued computer scientist Sara Hooker, who leads AI company Cohere's nonprofit research division, in a July paper.

    


"Compute thresholds as currently implemented are shortsighted and likely to fail to mitigate risk," she wrote.
Venture capitalist Horowitz and his business partner Marc Andreessen, founders of the influential Silicon Valley investment firm Andreessen Horowitz, have attacked the Biden administration as well as California lawmakers for AI regulations they argue could snuff out an emerging AI startup industry.
For Horowitz, putting limits on "how much math you're allowed to do" reflects a mistaken belief there will only be a handful of big companies making the most capable models and you can put "flaming hoops in front of them and they'll jump through them and it's fine."

    


In response to the criticism, the sponsor of California's legislation sent a letter to Andreessen Horowitz this summer defending the bill, including its regulatory thresholds.
Regulating at over 10 to the 26th is "a clear way to exclude from safety testing requirements many models that we know, based on current evidence, lack the ability to cause critical harm," wrote state Sen. Scott Wiener of San Francisco. Existing publicly released models "have been tested for highly hazardous capabilities and would not be covered by the bill," Wiener said.
Both Wiener and the Biden executive order treat the metric as a temporary one that could be adjusted later. 
Yacine Jernite, who works on policy research at the AI company Hugging Face, said the computing metric emerged in "good faith" ahead of last year's Biden order but is already starting to grow obsolete. AI developers are doing more with smaller models requiring less computing power, while the potential harms of more widely used AI products won't trigger California's proposed scrutiny. 
"Some models are going to have a drastically larger impact on society, and those should be held to a higher standard, whereas some others are more exploratory and it might not make sense to have the same kind of process to certify them," Jernite said.
Aguirre said it makes sense for regulators to be nimble, but he characterizes some opposition to the threshold as an attempt to avoid any regulation of AI systems as they grow more capable. 
"This is all happening very fast," Aguirre said. "I think there's a legitimate criticism that these thresholds are not capturing exactly what we want them to capture. But I think it's a poor argument to go from that to, 'Well, we just shouldn't do anything and just cross our fingers and hope for the best.'"
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Cambodia's leader says arrested protesters were trying to overthrow the government
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                    FILE - Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Manet poses for photo, along with Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, not in photo, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Monday, Dec.11, 2023. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh, File)
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                                        PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (AP) -- Cambodia's leader on Thursday condemned international human rights groups for criticizing the arrest of nearly 100 people for protesting against a decades-old regional development agreement with neighboring countries.
London-based Amnesty International and New York-based Human Rights Watch issued a joint statement of concern last week over what they called the arbitrary arrests since late July of at least 94 people for publicly criticizing the agreement that the Cambodian government signed with neighboring Laos and Vietnam.
"At least 59 of those arrested, which include environmental, human rights and other activists, remain unlawfully detained and charged for peacefully expressing their views, including several children," said the statement. 
"These wrongful detentions and charges show Prime Minister Hun Manet's disrespect for the rights of Cambodians and the country's international human rights obligations," the statement quoted Bryony Lau, deputy Asia director at Human Rights Watch, saying.

    


Hun Manet, speaking at a ceremony for law school graduates, defended the crackdown, saying the authorities must protect the social order and security for the sake of all Cambodians, and accused the protesters of seeking to overthrow his government.




The Cambodia-Laos-Vietnam Development Triangle Area -- or CLV-DTA -- agreement is a development plan intended to facilitate cooperation on trade and migration in four northeastern provinces of Cambodia and border areas in Laos and Vietnam. It was signed in 1999 and formalized in 2004.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Critics on social media have focused on land concessions, charging that the pact privileges foreign interests, and particularly that it would cede land and sovereignty to Vietnam, a highly sensitive issue because of Cambodia's historical antagonism toward its larger eastern neighbor.
Some opposition politicians have in the past used inflammatory anti-Vietnamese rhetoric, but the government also prosecutes politicians and others who are merely critical of its policies toward Vietnam.

    


Debate over the agreement was revived on social media in July, especially among Cambodians living abroad, where the political opposition is popular. Expatriate Cambodians held protests in Japan, South Korea, France, Australia and the U.S., urging the government to withdraw the agreement. 
Opponents of the pact established a group on the Telegram social platform, urging Cambodians to rally in the capital, Phnom Penh, on Aug. 18.
That triggered a massive crackdown with arrests and the deployment of thousands of security personnel, especially in Phnom Penh. 
"Local human rights groups alleged that government officials across the country were putting land rights and civil society activists under surveillance, including ordering several not to travel outside of their communities and threatening their family members," said the statement from the human rights groups. "The authorities have also imposed roadblocks on highways entering Phnom Penh, and have been arbitrarily searching vans and taxis entering the capital."

    


Hun Manet said Thursday he had seen the statement but did not mention the groups by name.
"I say that you should see the facts clearly because there is a lot of evidence to charge them (the protesters). Before Aug. 18, they gathered and bought weapons in, aiming to burn down buildings and intending to overthrow the government," he said.
He accused the rights groups of glossing over the illegality of the protesters' activities. 
"You are silent, but when the authorities enforce the law, you say it is a violation of human rights." Hun Manet said.
Hun Manet said that 66 people were arrested for involvement in organizing the planned Aug. 18 protest in Phnom Penh, but 57 were released after questioning and only nine masterminds have been sent to court and formally charged.
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The Dutch government is 'future-proofing' its military in an increasingly volatile world
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                    FILE - Incoming Defense Minister Ruben Brekelmans arrives to be sworn in at royal palace Huis ten Bosch in The Hague, Netherlands, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- The Netherlands' defense ministry announced a major plan to "future-proof" the country's military on Thursday, including buying more F-35 fighter jets and the return of a Dutch tank battalion as it gears up to face a world of expanding threats.
The Netherlands and other members of the NATO military alliance have been looking with new urgency at how to boost their militaries since Russia's invasion of Ukraine triggered a full-scale war on Europe's eastern flank.
Gijs Tuinman, the state secretary for defense, called the white paper outlining the investments "the most ambitious military agenda in modern Dutch history."
The major investments -- an extra 2.4 billion euros ($2.66 billion) per year to bring annual defense budget up to 24 billion euros ($266 billion) -- come weeks before former Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte takes over as NATO chief.

    


The funding boost should ensure the Dutch government remains above the military alliance's goal of member states spending at least 2% of GDP on defense. Dutch military spending this year already was expected to exceed the 2% target.




"The minister and I are convinced that with this Defense White Paper we are taking the right steps toward a future-proofed military," Tuinman said, as he stood alongside Defense Minister Ruben Brekelmans.
NATO spokesperson Farah Dakhlallah welcomed the announcement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In a more uncertain security environment, this is an important step for the Netherlands and NATO's deterrence and defence. 23 Allies currently meet or exceed the 2% defence spending guideline and defence spending is on an upward trajectory across the Alliance," Dakhlallah said.
The plan outlined risks to Dutch and NATO security from eastern Europe to the Middle and Far East that are being addressed to different degrees by allies throughout the alliance.
"Where Russia seeks confrontation, China is undermining the international legal order in a more indirect but also more structural way," it warned.

    


The Netherlands phased out its own tanks more than a decade ago, although it still is part of a joint tank battalion with neighboring Germany. In addition to new tanks and more F-35 jets, the white paper calls for new anti-submarine frigates and new weapons systems for the navy.
Dick Zandzee, head of the Security & Defence Programme at the Clingendael Institute think tank in The Hague, welcomed the white paper, which was published shortly before the country's annual budget announcement.
"A lot of the capability shortfalls, as stated by NATO, will now be solved. Of course, it will take time to implement it, but at least they are announced and the money has been made available, so that is very positive," Zandzee said in a telephone interview.
He said that one shortfall was not increasing the number of army battalions to NATO levels. NATO calls for four and the Netherlands has only two, Zandzee said.
"There is zero announcement that those two battalions or one of them will also be re-established," he said, saying the the problem is lack of personnel rather than lack of money.

    


The white paper also seeks to address that, calling for major investment in recruiting and training defense personnel.
"The new threat requires us not only to be quickly deployable, but mainly also to have endurance. And that therefore requires more of everything: supplies, support and personnel," said the Dutch Defense Chief Gen. Onno Eichelsheim.
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A Royal Navy service member dies after a helicopter ditches in the English Channel
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- A member of the Royal Navy was killed when a helicopter ditched in the English Channel during a nighttime training exercise, the U.K. defense ministry said Thursday.
The Merlin MK4 helicopter carrying a crew of three ditched while conducting night flying exercises with the aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth off England's south coast on Wednesday, a statement by the ministry said.
The sailor's family has been informed, the statement added. The two other crew were rescued and taken to a hospital but were not seriously hurt.
The ministry said "a full investigation" would be held.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer said he was "deeply saddened" by the death and paid tribute to the crew of the Queen Elizabeth, "particularly those involved in the search and rescue operation."
Defense Secretary John Healey, on a visit to a navy warship in the port of Portsmouth, said it was "dreadful news."

    


"All my thoughts and the thoughts of those in the wider navy I've been with today are with the family, the friends and the close colleagues of the one we've lost today," he said.
The Queen Elizabeth is one of the British navy's two aircraft carriers, alongside HMS Prince of Wales. The navy uses the Merlin mark-4 as an amphibious battlefield helicopter to deploy Royal Marine commandos.
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Virginia's conservative Black female lieutenant governor wants the top job
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                    FILE - In this Sept. 1, 2021 file photo, Virginia Republican Lt. Governor candidate Winsome Sears addressing the Virginia FREE Leadership Luncheon in McLean, Va. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears, the first Black woman to hold statewide office in Virginia's long history, has officially set her sights on the state's top political office.
The Virginia Department of Elections on Wednesday accepted the necessary documents for Earle-Sears to run for governor next year, WRIC was first to report. 
Earle-Sears is the first Republican to officially enter the race for the party's nomination in 2025. She recently said she was exploring a run. 
The current governor, Republican Glenn Youngkin, cannot run for reelection because Virginia is the only state that doesn't allow governors to run for consecutive terms. 
U.S. Rep. Abigail Spanberger is the only Democrat currently seeking her party's nomination to run for governor. 
Earle-Sears was part of a Republican sweep of top offices in 2021 that also saw Youngkin and Attorney Gen. Jason Miyares get elected. 

    


A Marine veteran who immigrated to the United States from Jamaica as a child, Earle-Sears defeated Democrat Hala Ayala to become only the second woman in Virginia's long history to serve in a statewide office. Attorney Gen. Mary Sue Terry, who was elected in 1985, was the first.




A staunch conservative who speaks frequently about her Christian faith, Earle-Sears has made history as a woman in politics before.
She got her start in elected office in 2001 when she stunned both parties by defeating a 10-term Democrat in an overwhelmingly blue district to become the first Black Republican woman elected to the House of Delegates.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She served just one term before deciding not to seek reelection. She also unsuccessfully challenged U.S. Rep. Bobby Scott in a race The Associated Press described at the time as "a campaign of raw invective."
Earle-Sears went on to serve on the State Board of Education and more recently as the national chair of an organization dedicated to reelecting former President Donald Trump. She has also led a men's prison ministry, served as director of a women's homeless shelter, and run a plumbing and electrical supply company.
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Indonesia deports an ex-Philippine town mayor accused in Manila of cybercrimes
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                    In this photo released by the Directorate General of Immigration of Indonesia's Justice and Human Rights Ministry (Ditjen Imigrasi), Alice Guo, center, a dismissed Philippine town mayor accused in Manila of helping establish an illegal online gaming and scam center and evading an investigation by the Philippine Senate is escorted by immigration officers prior to her deportation, in Jakarta, Indonesia, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (Ditjen Imigrasi via AP)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            EDNA TARIGAN and NINIEK KARMINI

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) -- Indonesia on Thursday deported a dismissed Philippine town mayor accused in Manila of helping establish an illegal online gaming and scam center and evading an investigation by the Philippine Senate.
Alice Guo, 34, will continue her legal process in Manila, according to a written statement from Indonesia's Law and Human Rights Ministry's Directorate General of Immigration.
Indonesian police arrested Guo Tuesday in the outskirts of Jakarta. In exchange, Indonesian authorities hope that the Philippines will repatriate Australian Gregor Johann Haas, one of Indonesia's most-wanted drug suspects, who was arrested in central Philippines in May.
Guo was scheduled to undergo a medical checkup at the police headquarters before being handed to the Philippine Senate.
Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. thanked Indonesia Wednesday for the arrest of Guo, who was accused in the Philippines of helping establish an illegal online gaming and scam center catering mostly to clients in China.

    


Guo was also accused of being a Chinese spy and of faking her Filipino citizenship, which allowed her to be elected in 2022 as mayor of the rural town of Bamban in Tarlac province north of Manila.




Guo, who denied wrongdoing, was dismissed from her post for grave misconduct by the Ombudsman, a Philippine agency that investigates and prosecutes government officials accused of crimes including graft and corruption.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After Guo fled the Philippines in July, she was tracked in Malaysia and Singapore before turning up in Indonesia. Two companions, who reportedly slipped out of the Philippines with her, were recently arrested in Indonesia and immediately deported to the Philippines.
In July, Marcos ordered a ban on widespread and mostly Chinese-run online gaming operations, accusing them of involvement in human trafficking, torture, kidnappings and murder.

    


Khrisna Murti, chief of the international division of the national police, said Wednesday in Jakarta that "exchange efforts are still being negotiated" over the return of Haas. 
Interior Secretary Benhur Abalos and Philippine National Police chief Gen. Rommel Francisco Marbil flew to Jakarta Thursday to hold talks with their Indonesian counterparts.
Asked about the reported detainee swap, Indonesian Ambassador to Manila Agus Widjojo told the state-run People's Television Network that "the talks have only just started" Thursday.
Haas, reportedly the father of a rugby star in Australia, has been described by the Bureau of Immigration in Manila as a "a high-profile fugitive for being an alleged member of the Sinaloa cartel, a large international organized crime syndicate based in Culiacan, Sinaloa, Mexico that specializes in drug trafficking and money laundering activities."
Indonesian authorities alleged that in December Haas tried to smuggle into Indonesia a shipment of floor ceramics filled with more than five kilograms (11 pounds) of methamphetamine, a highly addictive stimulant which is prohibited in Indonesia and the Philippines.

    


Australia, which had abolished the death penalty, is concerned that Haas may potentially face capital punishment if he's repatriated to Indonesia, a Philippine official told the AP on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the issue publicly.
Under Indonesia's strict drug law, Haas could face the death penalty by firing squad.
Australia's extradition law doesn't allow anyone to be extradited to a country that would execute that person regardless of nationality.
__
Associated Press writer Jim Gomez in Manila, Philippines, and Rod McGuirk in Canberra, Australia are contributed to this report. 
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            FILE- Spanish couples take their newly adopted Chinese children for a walk in Beijing's Tiananmen Square, March 7, 2007. (AP Photo/Greg Baker, File)
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            FILE - Children attend classes at a foster home of the New Hope Foundation on the outskirts of Beijing, China on Oct. 11, 2017. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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            FILE - Children rest and play at a foster home of the New Hope Foundation on the outskirts of Beijing, China, on Oct. 11, 2017. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- The Chinese government is no longer allowing foreign adoptions of the country's children, a spokesperson said Thursday.
The only exception will be for blood relatives adopting a child or a stepchild, Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Mao Ning said.
She didn't explain the decision other than to say that it was in line with the spirit of relevant international conventions.
Many foreigners have adopted children from China over the decades, visiting the country to pick them up and then bringing them to a new home overseas. 
China suspended international adoptions during the COVID-19 pandemic. The government later resumed adoptions for children who had received travel authorization before the suspension in 2020, the U.S. State Department said in its latest annual report on adoptions. 
A U.S. consulate issued 16 visas for adoptions from China in the 12 months from October 2022 through September 2023, the first in more than two years, the State Department report said. It wasn't clear if any more visas had been issued since then.
In January, Denmark's only overseas adoption agency said it was winding down operations after concerns were raised about fabricated documents and procedures, and Norway's top regulatory body recommended stopping overseas adoptions for two years pending an investigation into several cases.
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Xi offers African leaders more aid as China challenges US-led global order
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            Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed to the assembled African leaders Thursday that relations with all African countries that have diplomatic ties with China be elevated to the "strategic" level. (AP video by Wayne Zhang)
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            In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, real from left, Tanzania's President Samia Suluhu Hassan, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Zambia President Hakainde Hichilema applaud as they witness the signing of a memorandum of understanding on the revitalisation project of the Tanzania-Zambia Authority railway, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, ahead of the China Africa Forum. (Zhai Jianlan/Xinhua via AP)
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            China's President Xi Jinping and his wife, Peng Liyuan, greet the press during a reception at the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Andres Martinez Casares/Pool via AP)
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            China's President Xi Jinping, center, and leaders from African countries prepare to leave after a group photo session for the opening ceremony of the China Africa Forum at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, Pool)
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            Senegal's Foreign Minister Yassine Fall delivers a speech at the ministerial conference of the 2024 Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Journalists film China's President Xi Jinping and leaders from African countries as they prepare for a group photo session before the opening ceremony of the China Africa Forum at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, Pool)
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            China's President Xi Jinping, center right, shakes hands with leaders from African countries as they arrive for a group photo session before the opening ceremony of the China Africa Forum at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, Pool)
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            In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, shakes hands with Sierra Leone President Julius Maada Bio before their bilateral meeting at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, ahead of the China Africa Forum. (Huang Jingwen/Xinhua via AP)
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            Sudan's army chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan arrives at Beijing Capital International Airport in Beijing, China, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Florence Lo/Pool Photo via AP)
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            In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, meets with Equatorial Guinea President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, ahead of the China Africa Forum. (Huang Jingwen/Xinhua via AP)
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            In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, visiting Senegal's President Bassirou Diomaye Faye, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping gesture as they are greeted by children waving flowers and flags during a welcome ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, ahead of the China Africa Forum. (Yin Bogu/Xinhua via AP)
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            China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi delivers a speech at the ministerial conference of the 2024 Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                    Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed to the assembled African leaders Thursday that relations with all African countries that have diplomatic ties with China be elevated to the "strategic" level. (AP video by Wayne Zhang)
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            In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, real from left, Tanzania's President Samia Suluhu Hassan, Chinese President Xi Jinping and Zambia President Hakainde Hichilema applaud as they witness the signing of a memorandum of understanding on the revitalisation project of the Tanzania-Zambia Authority railway, at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, ahead of the China Africa Forum. (Zhai Jianlan/Xinhua via AP)
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            China's President Xi Jinping and his wife, Peng Liyuan, greet the press during a reception at the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Andres Martinez Casares/Pool via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 12

                                    
                                    China's President Xi Jinping and his wife, Peng Liyuan, greet the press during a reception at the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, China, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (Andres Martinez Casares/Pool via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 12 | 
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 12

                                    
                                    China's President Xi Jinping, center, and leaders from African countries prepare to leave after a group photo session for the opening ceremony of the China Africa Forum at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, Pool)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 12 | 
            Senegal's Foreign Minister Yassine Fall delivers a speech at the ministerial conference of the 2024 Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Journalists film China's President Xi Jinping and leaders from African countries as they prepare for a group photo session before the opening ceremony of the China Africa Forum at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, Pool)
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            In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, shakes hands with Sierra Leone President Julius Maada Bio before their bilateral meeting at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, ahead of the China Africa Forum. (Huang Jingwen/Xinhua via AP)
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            Sudan's army chief Abdel Fattah al-Burhan arrives at Beijing Capital International Airport in Beijing, China, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Florence Lo/Pool Photo via AP)
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            In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, meets with Equatorial Guinea President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, ahead of the China Africa Forum. (Huang Jingwen/Xinhua via AP)
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            In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, visiting Senegal's President Bassirou Diomaye Faye, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping gesture as they are greeted by children waving flowers and flags during a welcome ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, ahead of the China Africa Forum. (Yin Bogu/Xinhua via AP)
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            China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi delivers a speech at the ministerial conference of the 2024 Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) in Beijing, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (Tingshu Wang/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- Dozens of African leaders gathered Thursday in Beijing for a summit that signals China's influence in a continent that it hopes will be a key ally in pushing back against a U.S.-led global order.
Chinese President Xi Jinping promised the leaders billions of dollars in loans and private investment over the next three years, and proposed that relations with all African countries that have diplomatic ties with China be elevated to the "strategic" level.
"We stand shoulder to shoulder with each other to firmly defend our legitimate rights and interests," he said at the opening ceremony of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation. 
China has become a major player in Africa since the forum was founded in 2000. Its companies have invested heavily in mining for the resources Chinese industry needs, and its development banks have made loans to build railways, roads and other infrastructure under Xi's Belt and Road program.

    


African leaders have welcomed China's assistance but are pushing for a closer alignment of aid with the continent's development goals. They are seeking to industrialize their economies and expand agricultural exports to reduce a trade deficit with China, which has become sub-Saharan Africa's largest bilateral trading partner.




"In the context of our industrialization effort, the portfolio of private investments in Africa should be sufficiently diversified to extend beyond the traditional field of mining and energy resources," Moussa Faki Mahamat, the chair of the African Union Commission, said, addressing the forum in French.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a reflection of China's broadening relationship with Africa, Xi outlined 10 "partnership actions" that included training for African politicians and future leaders, further opening of Chinese markets, agriculture demonstration areas, vocational and technical training, green energy projects and 1 billion yuan ($140 million) in military assistance grants. 

    


Xi said China would eliminate tariffs on products from most of the world's poorest countries, including 33 in Africa, in an expansion of existing exemptions.
"While commending the overall progress so far achieved, we also appreciate the announcement of further areas of partnership actions," said Tanzania's President Samia Suluhu Hassan, speaking on behalf of eastern Africa. "We salute a new characterization of China-Africa relations."
China is training more military professionals in Africa than anyone else, and its widespread leadership and governance training gives the country an extra layer of influence by putting it in touch with consecutive generations of politicians, said Paul Nantulya, who specializes in relations with China at the African Center for Strategic Studies in Washington.
The relationship has moved beyond trade and investment to take on political overtones. 
"Modernization is an inalienable right of all countries," Xi said. "But the Western approach to it has inflicted immense sufferings on developing countries. Since the end of World War II, Third World nations, represented by China and African countries, have achieved independence ... and have been endeavoring to redress the historical injustices of the modernization process." 

    


China has tried to position itself as a leader of the Global South, a catchphrase for the developing world. While others don't necessarily see China as the leader, its message of rewriting the international order resonates with African nations that feel frustrated and abandoned by their traditional Western partners.
Many African nations have been openly critical of the U.S. role in the war in Ukraine and refused to condemn Russia's invasion, taking a non-aligned stance that has led to political frictions with the U.S.
"As our history demands, South Africa will continue to pursue progressive internationalism," South Africa President Cyril Ramaphosa said during talks with Xi earlier this week. "Building on the firm foundation of solidarity, we continue to provide support in promoting our interests, those of the African continent and the Global South."

    


China's development loans to Africa have fallen sharply from a 2016 peak, though they bounced back from COVID-era lows to $4.6 billion last year, according to the Global Development Policy Center at Boston University.
The drop-off came partly in response to government budget crises in several recipient countries that are unable to repay their loans from multiple lenders.
Many heavily indebted African countries cannot meet the basic needs of their populations, U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres told the forum.
"This situation is unsustainable and a recipe for social unrest," he said, highlighting the need for deep reform to what he called an "outdated, ineffective and unfair international financial system."
Kenya is seeking financing to finish a partially built rail project that was meant to connect the port city of Mombasa to neighboring Uganda, but it is unclear whether China would agree.
___
Pronczuk reported from Dakar, Senegal. Associated Press writers Mogomotsi Magome in Johannesburg and Evelyne Musambi in Nairobi, Kenya, and video producers Olivia Zhang and Caroline Chen in Beijing contributed.
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            FILE - People enjoy a sunny day at an establishment on the beach in Tuscany's Castiglione della Pescaia, Italy, Sunday, May 24, 2020. (Jennifer Lorenzini/LaPresse via AP)
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            Umbrellas and sun beds are set at the Venezia beach establishment in Ostia, near Rome, Friday, Aug. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Italy approved new rules late Wednesday to put lucrative concessions for beach clubs up for bidding by June 2027, responding to pressing demands from the EU to open up the sector to new players.
Under the new legislation by the right-wing government led by Giorgia Meloni, existing beach licenses would remain valid until September 2027.
The deadline could be further postponed to March 2028 if there are "objective reasons" to delay the tender process, the government said.
The compromise seeks to address complaints by existing operators who risk losing their concessions and would be entitled to compensation paid by the new holders.
For almost two decades, the European Commission has been locked in a legal battle with Italy over its beach concession practices, accusing the country of lacking transparency and breaching competition rules.

    


Previous Italian governments, from left to right, have staunchly resisted EU directives requiring competitive tendering, persistently renewing the existing beach concessions without open procedures.
For years, many of these beach spots have been controlled by the same operators, often resulting in a lack of innovation and high prices.




Economists believe that opening the sector could bring in fresh players, potentially improving service quality and reducing costs for beachgoers.
Currently, they can pay from 25 euros to rent two chaise lounges and an umbrella for the day in the most basic establishments, to several hundred euros in fancy resorts such as Capri or Puglia's Salento.
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Republican Liz Cheney endorses Kamala Harris
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                    FILE - Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., listens as the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol holds a hearing at the Capitol in Washington, June 28, 2022. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former Republican Rep. Liz Cheney on Wednesday said she would support Kamala Harris for president, ending weeks of speculation about how fully the member of a GOP dynasty-turned-Trump critic would embrace the Democratic ticket.
Cheney, who co-chaired the House investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack, became a fierce Trump critic and was ousted in her 2022 Republican primary in Wyoming as a result, made her announcement at an event at Duke University. In a video posted on the social media network X, she finished by talking about the "danger" she believed Trump still poses to the country.
"I don't believe that we have the luxury of writing in candidates' names, particularly in swing states," she said. "As a conservative, as someone who believes in and cares about the Constitution, I have thought deeply about this. Because of the danger that Donald Trump poses, not only am I not voting for Donald Trump, but I will be voting for Kamala Harris."

    


Harris' campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon said in a statement Wednesday night: "The Vice President is proud to have earned Congresswoman Cheney's vote. She is a patriot who loves this country and puts our democracy and our Constitution first." 




The daughter of former vice president Dick Cheney, Liz Cheney has been perhaps Trump's highest-profile Republican critic. She joins other Republicans like her former Jan. 6 committee member, former Rep. Adam Kinzinger and former Rep. Denver Riggleman, as backers of Harris. More than 200 alumni of the Bush administration and former Republican presidential campaigns of the late Sen. John McCain and Sen. Mitt Romney also announced their endorsement of Harris last week.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Asked for comment, Trump campaign spokesperson Steven Cheung responded: "Who is Liz Cheney and what does she do?"
Cheney was in House Republican leadership at the time of the Jan. 6 attack but broke with most of her caucus over Trump's responsibility. She lost her leadership post and was one of the few Republicans willing to serve on the Jan. 6 committee, which was appointed by Democrats who controlled the House at the time.
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            A supporter wearing earrings that read "Unapologetically Black" listens during a campaign rally for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Supporters cheer as Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and running mate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz appear at the Fiserv Forum during a campaign rally in Milwaukee, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024, in Milwaukee/ (AP Photo/Jeffrey Phelps)
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            Supporters cheer as Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Fiserv Forum during a campaign rally in Milwaukee, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            A supporter listens as Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign event at Northwestern High School in Detroit, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris greets supporters at a campaign rally Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Romulus, Mich. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Supports carry signs in the audience before Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            A supporter listens as Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign stop at the Throwback Brewery, in North Hampton, N.H., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Supporters look on as Air Force Two with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris on board lands at Pittsburgh International Airport, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            A supporter for democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris cheers for a speaker before Harris takes the stage, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Savannah, Ga. (AP Photo/Stephen B. Morton)
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            Supports of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris cheer during her campaign stop with Democratic vice presidential candidate Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz at Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee, Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. (Yalonda M. James/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            A supporter wearing earrings that read "Unapologetically Black" listens during a campaign rally for Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris greets supporters at a campaign rally Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2024, in Romulus, Mich. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 12

                                    
                                    Supports carry signs in the audience before Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at a campaign rally, Saturday, Aug. 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 12 | 
            A supporter listens as Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign stop at the Throwback Brewery, in North Hampton, N.H., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexico's governing party says judges in the current court system are corrupt, and it wants to push through an extreme proposal to make the country's entire judicial branch -- some 7,000 judges -- stand for election.
While some countries like Switzerland and the United States elect some judges indirectly or at the local level, outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador wants citizens to vote on every single judge, appeals court member and justice all the way up to the Supreme Court. The president has clashed repeatedly with judges throughout his six-year term, which ends Sept. 30.
In its present form, the overhaul has drawn criticism domestically and from abroad and leaves a lot of questions to be answered.
Here is a look at some of the biggest issues at stake.
How would the elections work?
People would only need a law degree, decent grades, five years of undefined "judicial area experience" and a letter of recommendation from anyone to run for some judgeships. The candidates' applications would be winnowed down by a committee of experts, and the names of the finalists would then be drawn from a hat, in some cases. Supreme Court justices would require 10 years' experience, but would also be elected.

    


But many details remain unclear, including, for example, how many names would be on the ballots. Hundreds, or potentially thousands, of relatively unknown people could be running for these positions.




Would voters research and read the resumes of all these people, or would political parties simply hand out a list of their preferred candidates to supporters?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It is also not clear who would pay for the candidates' election campaigns.
While the proposal sets limits on campaigning and spending, people who are willing to finance a judgeship candidate may well be those who have a vested interest in court cases.
How does someone become a judge now?
Judges and court secretaries (something like assistant judges) currently work their way up to higher positions by periodic reviews and evaluation committees. There are clearly problems with cronyism and favoritism in the current model, and it isn't very good at punishing corrupt judges. At the highest levels, some are nominated or selected by the legislative or executive branches. 

    


What else would the overhaul do?
It would create so-called "faceless" judges to hear organized crime cases, to protect their identities and avoid reprisals, threats or pressure against them.
It would create a judicial disciplinary committee that could rule not just on judicial misconduct like bribes, mishandling evidence or improper delays, but also conduct investigations into judges for their legal reasoning.
It would reduce the Supreme Court from 11 justices to nine, and their terms to 12 years from the current 15.
How would it be implemented? 
The overhaul has to be approved by the two chambers of Congress. The lower chamber, dominated by the governing party, has already voted in favor by a wide margin. The measure is now headed to the Senate, where it is expected to pass by a razor-thin margin. It must then win approval in 17 of the country's 32 state legislatures, where the governing party also appears to have sufficient votes.

    


Once enacted, apart from the cost and time involved in organizing such massive elections, the current judges would all have to be fired and given severance pay. Fired judges could run as candidates. Many of the newly elected judges would be walking into specialized courtrooms and appeals courts that they have never seen or argued cases in before. The learning curve could be long.
Could the overhaul work?
The governing party says letting voters decide would make judges more responsive to the popular will and make it easier to punish bad ones.
But in Mexico, the main problem is not that corrupt judges dismiss too many cases, it's that police and prosecutors are so ill-trained and overwhelmed that over 90% of crimes are never brought to court at all.
Has something like this been tried before?
In 2009, Bolivia implemented voting for some judgeships, but a lot of voters turned in blank ballots and the process has been frozen for the time being.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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                    FILE - Then-White House chief of staff Mark Meadows speaks with reporters at the White House, Oct. 21, 2020, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- A judge will hear arguments Thursday in a Phoenix courtroom over whether to move former Donald Trump presidential chief of staff Mark Meadows' charges in Arizona's fake elector case to federal court.
Meadows has asked a federal judge to move the case to U.S. District Court, arguing his actions were taken when he was a federal official working as Trump's chief of staff and that he has immunity under the supremacy clause of the U.S. Constitution, which says federal law trumps state law.
The former chief of staff, who faces charges in Arizona and Georgia in what state authorities alleged was an illegal scheme to overturn the 2020 election results in Trump's favor, had unsuccessfully tried to move state charges to federal court last year in an election subversion case in Georgia.
Democratic Attorney General Kris Mayes' office, which filed the Arizona case, urged a court to deny Meadows' request, arguing he missed a deadline for asking a court to move the charges to federal court and that his electioneering efforts weren't part of his official role at the White House.

    


While not a fake elector in Arizona, prosecutors said Meadows worked with other Trump campaign members to submit names of fake electors from Arizona and other states to Congress in a bid to keep Trump in office despite his November 2020 defeat.




In 2020, President Joe Biden won Arizona by 10,457 votes. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last year, Meadows tried to get his Georgia charges moved to federal court, but his request was rejected by a judge, whose ruling was later affirmed by an appeals court. The former chief of staff has since asked the U.S. Supreme Court to review the ruling.
The Arizona indictment also says Meadows confided to a White House staff member in early November 2020 that Trump had lost the election. Prosecutors say Meadows also had arranged meetings and calls with state officials to discuss the fake elector conspiracy.

    


Meadows and other defendants are seeking a dismissal of the Arizona case. 
In their filing, Meadows' attorneys said nothing their client is alleged to have done in Arizona was criminal. They said the indictment consists of allegations that he received messages from people trying to get ideas in front of Trump -- or "seeking to inform Mr. Meadows about the strategy and status of various legal efforts by the president's campaign."
In all, 18 Republicans were charged in late April in Arizona's fake electors case. The defendants include 11 Republicans who had submitted a document falsely claiming Trump had won Arizona, another Trump aide, former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani and four other lawyers connected to the former president.
In early August, Trump's campaign attorney Jenna Ellis, who worked closely with Giuliani, signed a cooperation agreement with prosecutors that led to the dismissal of her charges. Republican activist Loraine Pellegrino also became the first person to be convicted in the Arizona case when she pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge and was sentenced to probation.

    


Meadows and the other remaining defendants have pleaded not guilty to the forgery, fraud and conspiracy charges in Arizona.
Trump wasn't charged in Arizona, but the indictment refers to him as an unindicted coconspirator.
Eleven people who had been nominated to be Arizona's Republican electors had met in Phoenix on Dec. 14, 2020, to sign a certificate saying they were "duly elected and qualified" electors and claimed Trump had carried the state in the 2020 election.
A one-minute video of the signing ceremony was posted on social media by the Arizona Republican Party at the time. The document was later sent to Congress and the National Archives, where it was ignored.
Prosecutors in Michigan, Nevada, Georgia and Wisconsin have also filed criminal charges related to the fake electors scheme.
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            FILE - Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at the Bitcoin 2024 Conference July 27, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (AP Photo/Mark Humphrey, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump is promising to make America the "crypto capital of the planet" if he returns to the White House. Fulfilling that promise would likely pay off for him personally.
Amidst his run for president, Trump has launched a new venture to trade cryptocurrencies that he's promoting on the same social media accounts he uses for his campaign. His two eldest sons, Donald Jr. and Eric, are also posting about their new platform, called World Liberty Financial, as is his daughter-in-law, Lara Trump, who is married to Eric and also serves as co-chair of the Republican National Committee.
Trump has long melded his political and business interests, promoting his hotels and golf courses in the White House while selling sneakers, Bibles and shares in his social media company during his current campaign. Now, Trump has launched a new moneymaking venture that could explode in value if he's elected and gets the power to push through legislative and regulatory changes long sought by crypto advocates. 

    


"Taking a pro-crypto stance is not necessarily troubling; the troubling aspect is doing it while starting a way to personally benefit from it," said Jordan Libowitz, a spokesperson for the government watchdog group Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington. 




"The success of this could be very tied to American economic policy," Libowitz said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cryptocurrencies are forms of digital money that can be traded over the internet without relying on the global banking system. They are commonly traded on exchanges, which are marketplaces that can be used to buy, sell and trade cryptocurrencies. Exchanges often charge fees for withdrawals of Bitcoin and other currencies.
World Liberty Financial is expected to be a borrowing and lending service similar to recently hacked Dough Finance, an app built by four people listed as World Liberty Financial team members, according to crypto news site CoinDesk.

    


Many details about World Liberty Financial, including what stake Trump and his family members have in it, are still unknown. After Lara Trump posted Tuesday on her X account about "our goal at World Liberty," her husband, Eric Trump, posted online that Lara and his sister, Tiffany, had been hacked.
During his time in the White House, Trump said he was "not a fan" of cryptocurrency and tweeted in 2019, "Unregulated Crypto Assets can facilitate unlawful behavior, including drug trade and other illegal activity."
But Trump has reversed himself and taken on a favorable view of cryptocurrencies -- from announcing in May that the campaign would begin accepting donations in cryptocurrency as part of an effort to build what it calls a "crypto army" leading up to Election Day; to attending a bitcoin conference in Nashville this year, promising to make the U.S. the "crypto capital of the planet" and create a bitcoin "strategic reserve" using the currency that the government currently holds.
If elected again, Trump has talked about exerting more control over monetary policy -- suggesting he would press the Federal Reserve to set lower interest rates. He is also promoting decentralized finance, or "DeFi," which is a general term for using public blockchain space to disrupt the traditional finance world.

    


Trump has also talked about subsidizing the use of Bitcoin mining in order to increase energy production and has vowed to block the creation of a Federal Reserve-administered Central Bank Digital Currency -- which is a digital form of central bank money that would be available to the public. While it is still in exploration, many crypto advocates oppose a centrally run digital currency.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The Trump and Harris campaigns did not respond to requests by The Associated Press for comment.
Embracing cryptocurrency could be another way for the Trump campaign to reach younger men, including by engaging with conservative influencers. Crypto also appeals to Trump allies who are concerned about government influence over global markets and worry generally about the reach of the so-called "deep state."

    


Dustin Stockton, a pro-Trump activist turned crypto influencer, said he is supportive of the former president's endeavors in the crypto space and the upcoming launch of World Liberty Financial.
"The Trump family's engagement and involvement, and learning what it is that underlies crypto, I think is actually a really positive thing," he said. Stockton points to the Biden administration as anti-crypto, citing SEC head Gary Gensler's pursuit of firms like Coinbase and Binance. 
While the White House issued an executive order on digital assets in 2022, no substantive laws have been passed by Congress or written into regulation by the White House. Stockton said the lack of clarity of written rules by the Biden administration, as well as the SEC's heavy-handed enforcement on crypto firms through a series of lawsuits, indicates "there's no clarity and there's selective and arbitrary enforcement of regulations."

    


"Frankly, I'd like to see all members of government get a better understanding of what this is," he said. 
And J.W. Verret, a professor at George Mason University's law school, said Trump would not violate the law in launching a new project and promoting policies that would benefit it.
"I don't see any problem with someone, anyone in government who owns assets or who starts a business -- in fact, I think it's hard for someone to regulate a particular type of business unless they work in that business," he said.
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Hawaii lawmakers say Congress should replenish disaster relief fund to help Maui
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                    FILE - Damaged property lies scattered in the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 21, 2023. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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                                        HONOLULU (AP) -- Hawaii's congressional representatives on Wednesday said the nation's disaster relief fund needs to be replenished so the U.S. government can continue to help survivors of Maui's deadly wildfires and other disasters around the country.
Democratic U.S. Rep. Ed Case called on Congress to appropriate $20.9 billion to the fund. Case, who sits on the House Appropriations Committee, said he hopes Congress will allocate the funding by the Sept. 30 end of the current fiscal year.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency uses the fund to help communities after hurricanes, wildfires and other disasters. Congress most recently added to the disaster relief fund when it appropriated $16 billion last September. 
"We've had a lot of disasters, not just Maui -- across the country. We've had a lot of draws on that," Case said at a field hearing of a House congressional oversight and accountability subcommittee. 

    


The fund was "now exhausted and we're down to the last limits of it," Case said, noting the depleted balance prompted FEMA on Aug. 7 to began using the fund to address immediate needs only. 




Bob Fenton, the administrator for the FEMA region that includes Hawaii, said that means the agency was prioritizing life saving and life-sustaining disaster response and was not putting money toward longer-term work. 
"It delays long-term recovery. It delays building, rebuilding of infrastructure," Fenton told the field hearing, which was held in Lahaina and livestreamed online. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The agency currently has funds to help people with housing and other immediate needs, but Fenton said: "That, too, is starting to be threatened."
The hearing was held more than a year after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in a century killed at least 102 people and displaced 12,000 people on Aug. 8, 2023. 
FEMA has so far spent more than $3 billion on Lahaina recovery, Fenton said. 

    


Separately, a new report on the fire detailed steps communities can take to reduce the likelihood that grassland wildfires will turn into urban conflagrations like the one that engulfed Lahaina. 
The report by a nonprofit scientific research group backed by insurance companies found steps like establishing fuel breaks, using fire-resistant building materials and reducing flammable connections between homes such as wooden fences can help prevent the spread of flames. 
The Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety released the executive summary of the report Wednesday. 
"We can start by hardening homes on the edge of the community," said Faraz Hedayati, the institute's lead researcher and report author. That will help ensure that a fast-moving grass fire never gets the opportunity to become an ember-driven fire, as happened in Lahaina, Hedayati said.
Grass fires grow quickly but typically only send embers a few feet in the air and a short distance along the ground, Hedayati said. Burning buildings, however, create large embers with a lot of buoyancy that can travel long distances, he said. 
It was building embers, combined with high winds that were buffeting Maui the day of the fire, that allowed the flames in Lahaina to spread in all directions, according to the report. The embers started new spot fires throughout the town. The winds lengthened the flames -- allowing them to extend more than 20 feet (6.1 meters) at times -- and bent them toward the ground, where they could ignite vehicles, landscaping and other flammable material. 

    


More than 2,100 structures were destroyed in Lahaina, with reconstruction costs estimated at about $5.5 billion according to the report. Still, some homes were left mostly or partly unburned in the midst of the devastation. The researchers used those homes as case studies, examining factors that helped to protect the structures.
___
Boone reported from Boise, Idaho.
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A day after 12 deaths, other migrants risk their lives trying to cross the English Channel

    A day after 12 deaths, other migrants risk their lives trying to cross the English Channel

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 17 | 
            Mourners gathered in Calais, France, on Wednesday to remember the 12 migrants who drowned when their small inflatable boat ripped apart in the English Channel on Tuesday. (AP Video by Nicolas Garriga)
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            A boat thought to be with migrants is escorted by a vessel from the French Gendarmerie Nationale off the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            People gather in Calais, France, Wednesday, Sept 4, 2024, to pay homage to the migrants who drowned when their small inflatable boat was ripped apart in the English channel on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            People gather in Calais, France, Wednesday, Sept 4, 2024, to pay homage to the migrants who drowned when their small inflatable boat was ripped apart in the English channel on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A list of names of migrants who are missing or died in the Calais region is seen in Calais, France, Wednesday, Sept 4, 2024. People gathered Wednesday to pay homage to the migrants who drowned on Tuesday when their small inflatable boat was ripped apart in the English channel. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            People gather in Calais, France, Wednesday, Sept 4, 2024, to pay homage to the migrants who drowned when their small inflatable boat was ripped apart in the English channel on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A boat thought to be with migrants is seen in the sea near the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            People gather in Calais, France, Wednesday, Sept 4, 2024, to pay homage to the migrants who drowned when their small inflatable boat was ripped apart in the English channel on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A boat thought to be with migrants is escorted by a vessel from the French Gendarmerie Nationale off the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            People gather in Calais, France, Wednesday, Sept 4, 2024, to pay homage to the migrants who drowned when their small inflatable boat was ripped apart in the English channel on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A vessel of the French Gendarmerie Nationale patrols in front of the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            Police guard on the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Another boat carrying several dozen people is making another attempt to cross the English Channel from northern France just a day after 12 migrants died. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            Police officers guard at the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Another boat carrying several dozen people is making another attempt to cross the English Channel from northern France just a day after 12 migrants died. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A vessel of the French Gendarmerie Nationale patrols in front of the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            Police officers guard on the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A vessel of the French Gendarmerie Nationale patrols in front of the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A boat thought to be with migrants is escorted by a vessel from the French Gendarmerie Nationale off the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Another boat carrying several dozen people is making another attempt to cross the English Channel from northern France just a day after 12 migrants died. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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                                    Mourners gathered in Calais, France, on Wednesday to remember the 12 migrants who drowned when their small inflatable boat ripped apart in the English Channel on Tuesday. (AP Video by Nicolas Garriga)
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            A boat thought to be with migrants is escorted by a vessel from the French Gendarmerie Nationale off the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            People gather in Calais, France, Wednesday, Sept 4, 2024, to pay homage to the migrants who drowned when their small inflatable boat was ripped apart in the English channel on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            People gather in Calais, France, Wednesday, Sept 4, 2024, to pay homage to the migrants who drowned when their small inflatable boat was ripped apart in the English channel on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A list of names of migrants who are missing or died in the Calais region is seen in Calais, France, Wednesday, Sept 4, 2024. People gathered Wednesday to pay homage to the migrants who drowned on Tuesday when their small inflatable boat was ripped apart in the English channel. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A boat thought to be with migrants is seen in the sea near the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A boat thought to be with migrants is escorted by a vessel from the French Gendarmerie Nationale off the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A vessel of the French Gendarmerie Nationale patrols in front of the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            Police guard on the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Another boat carrying several dozen people is making another attempt to cross the English Channel from northern France just a day after 12 migrants died. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            Police officers guard at the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Another boat carrying several dozen people is making another attempt to cross the English Channel from northern France just a day after 12 migrants died. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 17

                                    
                                    Police officers guard at the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Another boat carrying several dozen people is making another attempt to cross the English Channel from northern France just a day after 12 migrants died. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 17 | 
            A vessel of the French Gendarmerie Nationale patrols in front of the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            Police officers guard on the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A vessel of the French Gendarmerie Nationale patrols in front of the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. A boat carrying migrants ripped apart in the English Channel as they attempted to reach Britain from northern France on Tuesday, plunging dozens into the treacherous waterway and leaving 12 dead, authorities said. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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            A boat thought to be with migrants is escorted by a vessel from the French Gendarmerie Nationale off the Wimereux beach, France, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. Another boat carrying several dozen people is making another attempt to cross the English Channel from northern France just a day after 12 migrants died. (AP Photo/Nicolas Garriga)
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                                        WIMEREUX, France (AP) -- A day after 12 migrants died when their small inflatable ripped apart on a failed effort to cross the English Channel, several dozen others made another crossing attempt on a crowded vessel from northern France on Wednesday, as French patrol boats watched it labor through the seas.
That migrants were prepared to risk their lives so soon after a dozen others lost theirs trying to cross the busy waterway from France to Britain underscored the magnitude of the problem for the French and U.K. governments. It was the deadliest accident involving a migrant boat in the English Channel this year.
The mayor of Wimereux, a French coastal town where Associated Press journalists filmed the crowded inflatable boat on Wednesday, pleaded for French and British officials to do more to limit the number of migrants attempting the often perilous journey.

    


"Unfortunately, every day is like this for us. The smugglers -- a criminal network -- continue with insistence to send people to their deaths in the channel. It really is unacceptable, scandalous. And it is high time that a lasting solution is found with Britain," Mayor Jean-Luc Dubaele said by phone.




"Let's ask ourselves the question: Why do they want to go to Britain? Because something is drawing them there," he said. "They can ask for asylum in France. (But) none ask for the right to asylum in France. They all want to go to Britain. So it is high time that we sit around a table with the new British government."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cross-Channel migration was a key focus in the U.K. general election in July, which the Labour Party won resoundingly to make its leader, Keir Starmer, the new prime minister.
A French prosecutor investigating Tuesday's sinking, Guirec Le Bras, said 10 of the 12 dead were women and six of the victims were minors. Many appeared to be Eritrean, he said. The inflatable boat sank about 5 kilometers (3 miles) off the French coast, he said. Maritime authorities said many aboard didn't have life vests.

    


Fishermen who recovered some of the dead said they were moved to tears. 
"The bodies of two women were very young. That hurt me. I cried all day. I couldn't stop," said 53-year-old Samba Sy Ndiaye, who works aboard the Murex, one of two fishing boats that assisted the French rescue effort.
Another crew member, Axel Baheu, said the body of one young woman - he guessed she was between 15 and 20 - had a telephone in a waterproof pouch around her neck. It started to ring as he was pulling her out of the water and checking for a pulse, he said.
"That was hard because you know full well that no one will ever answer," Baheu said.
His father, Jean Marie Baheu, said he saw another heavily laden migrant boat set off Wednesday in front of his house.
"When the weather is good and there's no wind, there are departures every day," he said. "At the beginning, you'd see 20, 30 people. Now, it's minimum 70, 80."
The inflatable boat the AP saw and filmed on Wednesday was carrying migrants, French maritime authorities confirmed. AP journalists estimated that 40 to 50 people were aboard.

    


Many wore life preservers. A patrol boat flying a French flag approached the inflatable at one point and the crew tossed more life vests -- about half a dozen -- to the migrants.
The English Channel's gray seas were comparatively calm, with small waves lapping the beach as people walked dogs on the sand.
Still, the inflatable appeared to make slow headway. Even though journalists filmed it for more than two hours, it remained clearly visible from shore, with the patrol vessel buzzing around it and a larger one shadowing it from farther away.
The French maritime agency that oversees that stretch of sea said the boats were monitoring the inflatable in case it ran into difficulty or people aboard requested assistance.
In a statement to the AP, the agency said that although maritime law forbids the use at sea of makeshift inflatables, it's too dangerous to force them back to shore when the boats are heavily laden.
"It's difficult to achieve with more than 50 people on board who are vehemently refusing to be rescued. The main risk is a stampede on board and then a capsizing, these boats being neither stable nor reliable. The risk of loss of human life being too high for an intervention under duress, the choice is made to prioritize the protection of the people on board and by simply monitoring from a distance the navigation capabilities of these boats," the statement said.

    


"It is therefore more a question of ethics than of blind application of the law," it added.
By the U.K. government's count, at least 21,720 migrants have managed to cross the English Channel so far this year. That's 3% more than at the same stage last year, but 19% lower than during the same period in 2022.
The boat that ripped apart on Tuesday, plunging 65 people into the sea, was one of several crossing attempts that day. British authorities said at least 317 migrants succeeded, arriving aboard five boats.

    


One of the first measures the new U.K. government immediately enacted was to scrap the previous Conservative government's plan to send some migrants arriving in small boats to Rwanda rather than being allowed to seek asylum in Britain. Human rights groups criticized the plan.
Starmer called the plan a "gimmick" and wouldn't act as a deterrent. Instead, his government has opted to divert some of the money saved from ditching the program into setting up a strengthened border force to "smash" the criminal gangs behind the small-boat arrivals.
___
Leicester reported from Paris. Pan Pylas contributed to this report from London.
___
Follow AP's coverage of migration issues at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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Ex-Green Beret behind failed Venezuela raid released pending trial on weapons charges
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                    FILE - In this undated photo provided by Neon in August 2024, former U.S. Green Beret Jordan Goudreau holds an assault rifle in a documentary film about the combat veteran's involvement in a coup attempt against Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro. (Neon via AP)
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                                        TAMPA, Fla. (AP) -- A federal judge ordered the release Wednesday of a former U.S. Green Beret indicted in connection with a failed 2020 coup attempt against Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, rejecting arguments he would flee while awaiting trial on weapons smuggling charges.
Jordan Goudreau was arrested in July after a four-year investigation into the amphibious raid that ended with several combatants killed by Venezuelan security forces and two of his U.S. Special Forces buddies locked away in a Maduro government prison. 
The plot, exposed by The Associated Press two days before the incursion, was carried out by a ragtag group of Venezuelan army deserters whom Goudreau allegedly helped arm and train in neighboring Colombia. 
Goudreau immediately claimed responsibility for Operation Gideon -- or Bay of Piglets as the bloody fiasco came to be known -- but said he was acting in concert with Venezuela's opposition to protect democracy. 

    


"If I were put in his shoes, I would've gotten out of Dodge way before an indictment," Judge Virginia Hernandez Covington said in ordering Goudreau's release pending the scheduled start of his trial next month.




Goudreau, shackled at the legs in orange prison garb, responded "negative" several times when asked in court whether he had ever been diagnosed with mental illnesses that would make him a risk to himself and others upon release.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Although the 48-year-old has no criminal record and was a three-time Bronze Star recipient in Iraq and Afghanistan, Assistant U.S. Attorney Cherie Krigsman argued that Goudreau was a flight risk with a track record for manipulating witnesses who knowingly violated U.S. laws.
Krigsman said Goudreau fled to Mexico, where he stayed about a year, within days of learning he was under investigation. Prior to departing the U.S., he ran a series of Google searches that allegedly included "how to run and stay hidden from the feds" and "how to be a successful fugitive." 

    


Krigsman cited excerpts from a conversation Goudreau had with a confidential source in which he allegedly coached the witness into lying to investigators about roughly 60 AR-15 rifles seized by police in Colombia en route to the clandestine camps where the would-be freedom fighters were being trained. 
Two of the automatic rifles contain traces of Goudreau's DNA, while silencers, night-vision goggles and other defense equipment bear serial numbers matching those purchased by Goudreau and his Melbourne, Florida-based security firm Silvercorp. All required an export license, which Goudreau never had. Some of the weapons never made it, prosecutors say, because a yacht sank in the middle of the Caribbean, forcing Goudreau and an associate to be rescued by a passing tanker.
"His meritorious service in the military represents a stunning fall from grace," Krigsman told the judge, referring to Canadian-born Goudreau as a "ghost" who was trained by Special Forces to "remain invisible."
Goudreau attorney Marissel Descalzo said her client was never in hiding and was at all times in contact with investigators through another lawyer representing him in lawsuit filed against a one-time adviser to Venezuela's opposition leader he says hired him to explore the possibility of a mercenary raid. 

    


Previewing an argument likely to be used at trial, she said classified evidence will show Goudreau was texting with "high levels of the government" in the runup to the raid, leading him to believe the U.S. was on board with his actions. While the administration of then-President Donald Trump made no secret of its desire to see Maduro gone, there is no evidence U.S. officials blessed the invasion or the export of weapons in violation of U.S. arms control laws.
Responded prosecutor Krigsman: "If he thought he was authorized by someone from the government, why would he do those searches about fleeing the law?" 
A Manhattan magistrate judge initially ordered Goudreau's release in July. But the order was stayed while the government appealed.
As a condition for his release, Goudreau, who has no residence or assets of his own other than a sailboat docked in Tampa, will have to wear an ankle monitor. He will also be confined to the northern Florida home of a former Special Forces colleague.

    


A $2 million bond securing his release is guaranteed by an apartment owned by Jen Gatien, a filmmaker behind the documentary "Men at War," billed by its producers as an up-close look at Goudreau's life "on the run" after mounting the failed coup. 
If convicted, Goudreau faces between 10 and 20 years in prison.
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Israel-Hamas war latest: UNICEF says polio vaccination campaign in Gaza is surpassing its target
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            A health worker administers a polio vaccine to a child at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A health worker administers a polio vaccine to a child at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A health worker administers a polio vaccine to a child at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            People attend a rally demanding a cease-fire deal and the immediate release of hostages held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            Palestinians walk past an Israeli armored vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/ Nasser Nasser)
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            A man waves a Palestinian flag as he walks past an Israeli armored vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/ Nasser Nasser)
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            Mourners carry the body of Loujain Muslah, 16, wrapped with Hamas flag during her funeral in the West Bank village of Kafr Dan near Jenin, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The Palestinian Health Ministry said a 16 year old Palestinian girl was shot dead Tuesday by Israeli fire in the northern West Bank village of Kufr Dan. The Israeli army did not respond to a request for comment about the shooting, which comes during a weeklong Israeli army operation in the north of the territory. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A man walks on a damaged road following an Israeli army raid in Jenin, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A woman wears a blindfold during a protest calling for a cease-fire deal and the immediate release of hostages held in Gaza by Hamas in Tel Aviv, Israel on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            A health worker administers a polio vaccine to a child at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A health worker administers a polio vaccine to a child at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A health worker administers a polio vaccine to a child at a hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza Strip, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            People attend a rally demanding a cease-fire deal and the immediate release of hostages held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            Palestinians walk past an Israeli armored vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank city of Tulkarem, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/ Nasser Nasser)
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            A man waves a Palestinian flag as he walks past an Israeli armored vehicle during a military operation in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, in Tulkarem Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/ Nasser Nasser)
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            Mourners carry the body of Loujain Muslah, 16, wrapped with Hamas flag during her funeral in the West Bank village of Kafr Dan near Jenin, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The Palestinian Health Ministry said a 16 year old Palestinian girl was shot dead Tuesday by Israeli fire in the northern West Bank village of Kufr Dan. The Israeli army did not respond to a request for comment about the shooting, which comes during a weeklong Israeli army operation in the north of the territory. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A man walks on a damaged road following an Israeli army raid in Jenin, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            A woman wears a blindfold during a protest calling for a cease-fire deal and the immediate release of hostages held in Gaza by Hamas in Tel Aviv, Israel on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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                                        The U.N. children's agency says a polio vaccination campaign in Gaza reached 189,000 children, surpassing its target and providing a "rare bright spot" in nearly 11 months of war.
UNICEF said Wednesday that more than 500 teams deployed across central Gaza this week, administering the vaccine to children under 10.
It said Israel and Hamas observed limited pauses in the fighting to facilitate the campaign. U.N. agencies now hope to expand the campaign to the harder-hit north and south of the territory. They hope to vaccinate a total of 640,000 children.
The campaign was launched after Gaza had its first reported polio case in 25 years -- a 10-month-old boy, now paralyzed in the leg.
Health experts have warned of disease outbreaks in the territory, where the vast majority of people have been displaced, often multiple times, and where hunger is widespread. 

    


Hundreds of thousands of people are crammed into squalid tent camps with few if any public services as Israel continues into offensive, which has killed more than 40,800 people in Gaza, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. The war began when Hamas-led militants stormed into southern Israel on Oct. 7, killing some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and abducting around 250 people.




___
Here's the latest:
Israeli drone strike kills 5 men in a car in the West Bank, Palestinian news agency reports
The Palestinian news agency WAFA reported early Thursday that an Israeli drone strike killed five men and wounded another in a car in Tubas in the West Bank. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Israeli military said in a statement that it carried out "three targeted strikes on armed terrorists that posed a threat on the soldiers," without immediately elaborating. 
For more than a week, hundreds of Israeli forces have been carrying out the deadliest operation in the occupied West Bank since the Israel-Hamas war began.
Israel and Hamas in agreement on 14 of 18 paragraphs in proposal, US official says
Israel and Hamas are in agreement on 14 of the 18 paragraphs in the proposal meant to bridge gaps in cease-fire talks between the two sides, according to a senior Biden administration official who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the ongoing negotiations. But the official said Israel and Hamas have technical differences about one paragraph and deeper differences about three paragraphs of the proposal.

    


Those three paragraphs focus on the number of Palestinian prisoners who would be released in exchange for Hamas' Israeli hostages during the first phase of the three-phased cease-fire deal.
Hamas has also raised objections about a continued presence of Israel Defense Forces in the Philadelphi corridor, a narrow 14.5-kilometer-long (9-mile) stretch of land along the coastal enclave's southern border with Egypt.
Netanyahu has been adamant that Israeli troops remain in the corridor, while Hamas says that position is in breach of the bridging agreement's call for Israel to leave densely-populated areas of Gaza. The official, however, said there is no direct mention of the Philadelphi corridor in the bridging proposal.
Significant differences remain between the two sides regarding the prisoner-for-hostage exchange in phase one. The list of Palestinian prisoners to be released in the initial phase of the deal includes some who are serving life sentences in Israeli prisons. But the official said that dispute about the ratio of prisoners to hostages to be swapped has been further complicated by last week's execution of six people taken captive by Hamas in the Oct. 7 attack on Israel.

    


For each hostage, there's a certain number of Palestinian prisoners that were to be released. Now, "you just have fewer hostages as part of the deal in phase one," the official said.
The official also expressed frustration with far-right members of Netanyahu's coalition who are staunchly opposing a cease-fire agreement, arguing it would jeopardize Israel's security in the long term. Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir say that the war must continue until Hamas is destroyed and have threatened to topple the government if Netanyahu were to move forward with a cease-fire deal.
The official called the far-right ministers' position "fundamentally, totally untrue" and argued that "not getting into this deal is more of a threat to Israel's long-term security than actually concluding the deal."

    


___
Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani contributed to this report.
US and Israeli officials discuss tensions at the Israel-Lebanon border
WASHINGTON -- White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan and Israeli Minister of Strategic Affairs Ron Dermer held a virtual meeting Wednesday to discuss the ongoing tensions at the Israel-Lebanon border, according to a U.S. official familiar with the matter. 
The official, who was not authorized to comment publicly, said that senior White House national security officials Brett McGurk and Amos Hochstein also took part in the discussions about concerns that the tensions with the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah could cause the war in Gaza to spread into a regional conflict.

    


White House national security spokesperson John Kirby said White House officials on Wednesday continued conversations with Israeli officials in hopes of sealing a cease-fire deal. U.S. officials also spoke with Egyptian and Qatari officials, who have served as intermediaries for Hamas. But Kirby declined to confirm that Sullivan and other senior White House officials spoke with Dermer on Wednesday.
___
Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani contributed to this report.
Netanyahu says Israel must keep open-ended control of Gaza's border with Egypt
JERUSALEM -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Israel must keep open-ended control of Gaza's border with Egypt, digging in on his stance on an issue that has threatened to derail cease-fire efforts.
The question of Israeli control of the Philadelphi corridor - a narrow strip of land along Gaza's border with Egypt, seized by troops in May - has become a central obstacle in the latest negotiations for a cease-fire and hostage release. Hamas has demanded an eventual full Israeli withdrawal from Gaza in the multi-phase truce deal.
Egypt, a mediator in the talks along with the U.S. and Qatar, has also demanded a concrete timeline for Israeli troops to leave the Philadelphi corridor.
In a press conference Monday, Netanyahu repeated his stance that Israel must maintain its hold on the border to prevent Hamas from rearming by smuggling weapons into Gaza.
"Gaza must be demilitarized, and this can only happen if the Philadelphi corridor remains under firm control," he said, claiming Israeli troops had discovered dozens of tunnels under the border.
He said Israel would only consider withdrawing from the corridor when presented with an alternative force to police it.
Hostages' families demand that Netanyahu stop wearing a yellow pin of solidarity
JERUSALEM -- A group representing families of the hostages held in Gaza demanded Wednesday that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stop wearing a yellow pin, a global symbol of solidarity with the hostages.
"Stop creating a false impression of support and of striving to bring back the hostages when in reality you are doing everything to torpedo the deal," the group, the Hostages and Missing Families forum, said in a statement.
The demand comes as protests rock Israel over the recent recovery of six young hostages from Gaza, who the military says were shot by their Hamas captors as Israeli forces closed in on the tunnel in which they were held.
The news has escalated calls for Netanyahu to immediately agree to a deal that would free some of the hostages remaining in the strip in exchange for Palestinian prisoners and a pause in combat. Netanyahu wants to maintain the presence of Israeli troops along a key corridor inside Gaza, a demand that Hamas has refused and the families of the hostages say is derailing negotiations.
Israeli shelling kills woman, injures child in southern Lebanon, officials say 
BEIRUT -- Israeli shelling Wednesday in southern Lebanon killed a woman and wounded two others, including a 12-year-old child, the Lebanese Health Ministry said.
The ministry did not disclose details about the second person wounded in the southeastern town of Qabrikha.
The Health Ministry also said two people in Khiam and three others in Houla were wounded following Israeli attacks over the southern towns.
The Lebanese militant group Hezbollah also announced six rocket and artillery attacks on military positions in northern Israel.
German foreign minister says cease-fire deal must be highest priority
BERLIN - Germany, a close ally of Israel, says a cease-fire agreement with Hamas must have the "highest priority." The foreign minister is expected to underline the message on a trip to the Middle East this week.
Government spokesperson Wolfgang Buchner said Wednesday that the killing of six Israeli hostages "has once again made clear that a cease-fire that opens the way to the freeing of all hostages held by Hamas must now have the highest priority. Other considerations should stand back."
He called on all involved in the negotiations to show flexibility and readiness to compromise, and said an agreement could also help de-escalate regional tensions.
Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock is setting off Wednesday evening on a trip to Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Israel and the West Bank to speak with regional officials, including Israel's foreign and defense ministers and the Palestinian prime minister. It will be her 11th visit to the Middle East and her ninth to Israel since Hamas' attack on Israel triggered the war nearly 11 months ago.
Greta Thunberg among 6 detained at anti-Israel demonstration in Denmark
COPENHAGEN, Denmark -- Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg was among six people who were detained in Denmark, police said, after they demonstrated against the University of Copenhagen for cooperating with Israeli universities and shouted pro-Palestinian slogans.
The group was detained Wednesday for suspected trespassing after police said they briefly occupied one of the entrances to the university. They were all later released.
Police evicted the demonstrators after they hung an anti-Israel banner from one of the windows of the university's old administration building in downtown Copenhagen.
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            Republican candidates William Hamlen, from left, Lily Tang Williams and Vikram Mansharamani at the 2nd Congressional District Primary Debate at the Rosamond Page Putnam Center for the Performing Arts on the campus of New England College Wednesday , Sept. 4, 2024, in Henniker, N.H. The candidates are hoping to replace U.S. Rep. Annie Kuster who is not running for reelection. (Geoff Forester/The Concord Monitor via AP)
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            Democratic congressional candidates Maggie Goodlander, left, and Colin Van Ostern shake hands after the Live Free or Die Debates at the Rosamond Page Putnam Center for the Performing Arts on the campus of New England College in Henniker, N.H., Wednesday evening, Sept. 4, 2024. The candidates are hoping to replace U.S. Rep. Annie Kuster who is not running for reelection. (Geoff Forester/The Concord Monitor via AP)
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                                        CONCORD, N.H. (AP) -- Candidates seeking to fill an open seat in New Hampshire's 2nd Congressional District offered a range of solutions to address gun violence Wednesday, hours after a 14-year-old student killed four people at a Georgia high school.
Republicans Bill Hamlen, Vikram Mansharamani and Lily Tang Williams and Democrats Maggie Goodlander and Colin Van Ostern met for back-to-back debates at New England College ahead of Tuesday's primary. They're seeking their respective party nominations for a chance to replace U.S. Rep. Annie Kuster, a six-term Democrat who is not seeking reelection.
The first question for both groups was about the shooting deaths of two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School in Winder, Georgia.
Mansharamani, an entrepreneur and author, said he would focus on addressing the "root causes" of gun violence, particularly mental health, with compassion and understanding.

    


"I frankly think some of the social media algorithms that are out there are creating anxiety and depression, and some of the climate alarmism is teaching kids that the world is ending," he said.




Hamlen and Tang Williams also mentioned mental health, but Hamlen, a commodities trader, said his priority would be increasing security at schools. Tang Williams, meanwhile, said that when her husband grew up in Texas, high school students bought guns at a convenience store.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We need to train our young people," said Tang Williams, a professional speaker who manages rental properties.
Both of the Democrats said they would support gun control legislation. Van Ostern, a former executive councilor, called for universal background checks, a red flag law and other "basic gun violence prevention laws." He described the fear he felt when his son was walking home a few blocks away from a hospital shooting last fall.
"I believe with more parents who've had these experiences, and more kids who have, serving in the United States Congress, we'll find the bipartisan consensus we need to get this done," he said.

    


Goodlander, a former senior White House aide, agreed that Congress should step up and pass gun safety legislation, including getting "weapons of war" off the streets.
"We also need to take on the gun industry, which for too long has benefited from loopholes and a lack of rigorous accountability," she said.
While most of the debate questions were aimed at how the candidates would tackle future problems, the Democrats spent a considerable amount of time criticizing each others' pasts. Van Ostern repeatedly brought up Goodlander's work for the late Sen. John McCain and other Republicans.
"Maggie was in Washington, D.C., giving thousands of dollars to pro-life Republicans, people who were on the ballot with Donald Trump in 2020 and spending years of her life working for members of Congress on the other side of the aisle ... who were undermining some of our most basic rights," he said.
Goodlander urged voters to look closely at the last five years, when she has served as an intelligence officer in the Navy Reserve and worked at the Justice Department and White House.

    


"During the same period of time, my opponent was working at a venture capital firm, helping the rich to get richer," she said. "Those choices have a real bearing on how we will be as members of Congress."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


One of the sharpest exchanges among the Republicans, meanwhile, came when the candidates were asked whether they believed the 2020 presidential election was "stolen." Both Hamlen and Mansharamani said it was not, but Tang Williams refused to say yes or no despite repeated prodding from both the debate moderator and her fellow candidates.
"I still have a lot of questions," she said. "Some things are not yes or no. It's not that simple."
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Alaska governor vetoes bill requiring insurance cover a year of birth control at a time
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                                        JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) -- Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy on Wednesday vetoed a bipartisan bill that would have forced insurance companies to cover up to a year's supply of birth control at a time, a measure that supporters said was especially important in providing access in rural areas.
In an emailed statement, Dunleavy spokesperson Jeff Turner said the Republican governor vetoed the bill because "contraceptives are widely available, and compelling insurance companies to provide mandatory coverage for a year is bad policy."
The measure overwhelmingly passed the state Legislature this year: 29-11 in the Republican-controlled House and 16-3 in the Senate, which has bipartisan leadership. It was not opposed by insurance companies, supporters noted.
"Governor Dunleavy's veto of HB 17, after eight years of tireless effort, overwhelming community support, and positive collaboration with the insurance companies, is deeply disappointing," said Democratic Rep. Ashley Carrick, the bill's sponsor. "There is simply no justifiable reason to veto a bill that would ensure every person in Alaska, no matter where they live, has access to essential medication, like birth control."

    


Supporters of the bill said the veto would keep barriers in place that make it difficult to access birth control in much of the state, including villages only accessible by plane, and for Alaska patients on Medicaid, which limits the supply of birth control pills to one month at a time.




"Those who live outside of our urban centers -- either year-round or seasonally -- deserve the same access to birth control as those who live near a pharmacy," Rose O'Hara-Jolley, Alaska state director for Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates, said in a news release.
Supporters also said improving access to birth control would reduce the number of unwanted pregnancies and abortions.
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Jimmy McCain, a son of the late Arizona senator, registers as a Democrat and backs Harris
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            FILE - Jimmy McCain, son of Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., pauses at his father's casket during ceremonies honoring McCain at the U.S. Capitol Rotunda in Washington, Aug. 31, 2018. Jimmy McCain has registered as a Democrat and will vote for Kamala Harris for President in 2024. (Kevin Lamarque/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - Cindy McCain, escorted by sons, Jack McCain, right, and Jimmy McCain, follow behind military personal carrying the casket of Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., into the Capitol rotunda for a memorial service, Aug. 29, 2018, at the Capitol in Phoenix. Jimmy McCain has registered as a Democrat and will vote for Kamala Harris for President in 2024. (AP Photo/Matt York, File)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks at a campaign event Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Mesa, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, pauses to the cheering of supporters at a campaign event Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Mesa, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks at a campaign event Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Mesa, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Jimmy McCain, a son of former Arizona senator and 2008 Republican presidential nominee John McCain, said this week he has registered as a Democrat and will vote for Vice President Kamala Harris, a valuable nod of support for the Democratic nominee in a battleground state.
Meanwhile, Trump's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, appeared outside Phoenix Wednesday for an event with the conservative youth organizing group Turning Point USA, which has been instrumental in remaking the Arizona GOP as a faithful organ of former President Donald Trump's "Make America great again" movement. 
Jimmy McCain's endorsement and Vance's Turning Point USA appearance reflect the disparate segments of the GOP that Harris and Trump are trying to reach. Democrats are appealing to traditional conservatives disillusioned by Trump's takeover of the GOP, while Republicans are looking to shore up their base and ensure that their young supporters turn out.

    


Democrats have made big inroads over the last six years in Arizona, once a Republican stronghold that routinely backed McCain and other Republicans for president, with an anti-Trump coalition that includes Republicans and conservative independents.




That reality is clear in each campaign's approach to winning the state. Harris has staked out moderate positions in contrast to the progressive stances she outlined in her 2020 Democratic primary campaign, including on the border, an important issue in this border state, while elevating Republican backers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump, meanwhile, is counting on support from young voters turned off by politics and distrustful of institutions. He chose Phoenix for a rally joining forces with Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who abandoned his own independent campaign to back Trump. 
The Turning Point event where Vance spoke was aimed at promoting the group's "chase the vote" initiative to identify supporters who might need an extra nudge and ensure they participate. The event, at a mega church on the outskirts of metro Phoenix, began with a concert by a Christian rock band with a heavy, seat-shaking base and a colorful light show. 

    


Turning Point founder Charlie Kirk spoke to Vance onstage for nearly an hour, focusing the conversation on social issues that have animated Trump's base, including immigration and transgender rights.
"We just want Americans to be able to live a decent life in the country their parents and grandparents built," Vance said.
Jimmy McCain said he had been an independent since leaving the Republican Party after Trump became its standard bearer in 2016. He decided during a nine-month overseas deployment that just ended to switch his registration to Democratic and announce it publicly. His decision was first reported by CNN.
He said he was further "fired up" by the decision after seeing Trump's campaign visit to Arlington National Cemetery, a visit that Harris called a "political stunt" that "disrespected sacred ground."
Trump has had a fraught relationship with the McCain family since he denigrated the senator's status as a war hero during his 2016 campaign.

    


Jimmy McCain said it was personally difficult for him to hear his father disrespected, but he said his father chose a public life and Americans are allowed to criticize their leaders. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"With Arlington, the people who are buried there gave their lives and the ultimate sacrifice," McCain said. "They don't get a political opinion. ... We don't know what those people felt, thought, what they believed. We know they believed in their country and that's about it."
Trump said he was invited to Arlington by the families of Marines killed in a suicide bombing during the chaotic U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan. His campaign released statements from the relatives accusing Harris of playing politics with the issue. 
"There has been no greater advocate for our brave military men and women than President Trump," said Karoline Leavitt, Trump's national press secretary. He secured new military investments and pay raises for troops while he was in the White House, and no new wars broke out, she said.

    


Jimmy McCain, 36, enlisted in the U.S. Marines as a teenager and served four years. He reenlisted in the Army National Guard and was later commissioned as an officer, currently holding the rank of 1st Lieutenant.
Ideologically, McCain said he's a moderate and hearkened back to his father's 2008 campaign slogan, "Country first."
"I'm a center man who cares about his country more than anything," McCain said. 
Cindy McCain, the late senator's widow, endorsed President Joe Biden shortly before the 2020 election, a vote of confidence that helped the Democrat eke out a narrow win in Arizona with support from Republicans disaffected with Trump. Biden appointed McCain to be the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations food and agriculture agencies in Rome, where she is now executive director of the U.N. World Food Programme. 

    


A Navy pilot, John McCain was shot down over North Vietnam in 1967. He was captured, beaten and held prisoner for more than five years, refusing to be released ahead of other American servicemembers.
Trump said of McCain, "He's not a war hero. He was a war hero because he was captured. I like people who weren't captured." McCain later angered Trump with his dramatic thumbs-down vote against repealing Obama's health care law.
McCain represented Arizona in Congress for 31 years until his death in 2018 from an aggressive brain tumor and built a national reputation as a "maverick" willing to buck his party. While he sometimes took flack from the GOP base and faced fierce primary challengers, he was overwhelmingly reelected and remains a beloved figure in the state.
Still, the endorsement won't sway the Republicans who still dislike McCain.
"I didn't respect John McCain," said Jerry Lyn of suburban Phoenix, who went to the Turning Point rally because he's been so impressed by Vance he wanted to see him in person. "I really didn't. He did a lot of bad things and people don't realize it.
"I think it's disgusting." 
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Bahrain's king pardons over 450 inmates. Many may be political prisoners, activist says
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                    This is a locator map for the Gulf Cooperation Council member states: Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait and United Arab Emirates. (AP Photo)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Bahrain's king pardoned 457 prisoners Wednesday night to mark his 25th anniversary as the island nation's ruler, with one activist saying many of those freed appeared to be political prisoners. 
The announcement by the state-run Bahrain News Agency marks another mass release of prisoners in the Persian Gulf kingdom that has experienced repeated crackdowns on all dissent in the years following its 2011 Arab Spring protests. 
There was no list of names of the prisoners released by the order of King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, who has ruled Bahrain first as its emir in 1999 before Bahrain became a kingdom in 2002. 
Bahrain's government did not answer questions from The Associated Press, but said the pardon "further demonstrates Bahrain's commitment to criminal justice, with an opportunity today for over 450 individuals to positively re-integrate back into society."

    


Sayed Ahmed Alwadaei, who serves as the director of advocacy for the Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy, described many as being political prisoners now freed from the Jaw Rehabilitation and Reform Center. The prison has seen demonstrations and hunger strikes by prisoners over conditions there. 




"Authorities have been meeting with ... hundreds, saying to them they would be released very soon," Alwadaei said. "It seems to be targeting mostly political prisoners." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He added: "This is a really optimistic step and it does seem to be also coming within a regional context where Bahrain is trying to normalize with Iran."
Bahrain's Shiite majority long has complained about mistreatment and abuse from the government overseen by the ruling Sunni Al Khalifa family. Addressing activists' complaints could help Bahrain ease tensions with Iran despite decades of enmity, particularly after Saudi Arabia reached a Chinese-mediate detente with Tehran last year.

    


In April, King Hamad pardoned 1,584 prisoners, including over 650 considered to be political prisoners by the institute. 
Prominent Bahraini activists being held include Abdulhadi al-Khawaja, a dual Danish Bahraini national convicted of internationally criticized terrorism charges and held in what a United Nations panel calls an "arbitrary" imprisonment ever since.
Bahrain, home to the U.S. Navy's Mideast-based 5th Fleet, is an island off the coast of Saudi Arabia that's about the size of New York City with a population of around 1.5 million people. 
Since Bahrain put down the 2011 protests with the help of Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, it has imprisoned activists, deported others, stripped hundreds of their citizenship and closed its leading independent newspaper.
Meanwhile, Bahrain has recognized Israel diplomatically and hosted Pope Francis in November 2022.
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The arrest of a former aide to NY governors highlights efforts to root out Chinese agents in the US
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            Former New York Governor Kathy Hochul aide Linda Sun leaves Brooklyn Federal Court after her arraignment, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Corey Sipkin)
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            Former New York Governor Kathy Hochul aide Linda Sun, right, and her husband, Christopher Hu leave Brooklyn Federal Court after their arraignment, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. Sun is charged with being an aide to the Chinese government. (AP Photo/Corey Sipkin)
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            Attorney Seth DuCharme walks in front of former New York Governor Kathy Hochul aide Linda Sun, second from right, and her husband, Christopher Hu, center, as they leave Brooklyn Federal Court after their arraignment, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Corey Sipkin)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A secret Chinese police station hiding in plain sight in New York City. Clandestine efforts by Communist Party operatives to spy on and bully Chinese expatriates. And now, charges that a former aide to two New York governors was secretly acting as an agent of the Chinese government.
The U.S. Department of Justice has initiated a wave of prosecutions in recent years aimed at rooting out covert agents advancing Beijing's interests on American soil.
In Brooklyn alone, federal prosecutors in the last four years have brought at least a dozen such criminal cases against more than 90 people -- the latest being Tuesday's arrest of Linda Sun, who once served as deputy chief of staff to Gov. Kathy Hochul and was earlier an aide to former Gov. Andrew Cuomo.
The charges against Sun are the most startling example yet of a threat U.S. officials have warned about for years: China's determination to influence American policy and cultivate relationships with political figures seen as having access to the levers of power, even if only at a local level.

    


While the public might think of foreign agents as people who eavesdrop on military officials or steal state secrets, China has demonstrated an eagerness to exert influence in less splashy areas, like currying favor with American officials with control over things like local land use regulations or labor issues.




"There is definitely an effort to develop relationships and friendships and connections in state and local governments," said Adam Hickey, a former senior Justice Department national security official who led the department's enforcement of the Foreign Agents Registration Act, which Sun is charged with violating.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Prosecutors say Sun -- a midlevel aide in two Democratic administrations -- developed a close relationship with officials in the Chinese consulate in New York and did their bidding in ways that were important, albeit unlikely to make the plot of a spy novel.

    


Among other things, she is accused of quietly spoiling efforts by representatives of Taiwan's government to meet with top New York state officials. The Chinese government considers Taiwan to be part of China. She also allegedly encouraged Cuomo and Hochul to make supportive remarks about China such as thanking Chinese companies for donating medical equipment during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
An indictment says she solicited talking points from a Chinese official for a video Hochul recorded as lieutenant governor wishing people a happy Lunar New Year. Prosecutors said Sun took credit for keeping Hochul from mentioning human rights issues in that video. And the indictment said Sun provided unauthorized invitation letters from the governor's office that helped Chinese officials enter the U.S.
In return, prosecutors say Sun got tickets to performances by Chinese arts groups and multiple "Nanjing-style salted ducks" that were sent to her parents' home. More lucratively, the indictment said, Sun's husband got help for his business dealings in China, which brought in millions of dollars for the couple, who had a $4 million mansion on Long Island and a condominium in Hawaii.

    


Sun and her husband, Chris Hu, pleaded not guilty Tuesday.
Sun's lawyer, Jarrod Schaeffer, said she was "understandably upset that these charges have been brought," but didn't discuss the charges in detail.
Hochul on Wednesday called Sun's alleged actions "an absolute betrayal of the trust of two administrations in state government."
The alleged foreign influence efforts are part of what FBI and Justice Department officials have described as a broader attempt to manipulate public opinion in China's favor.
"The Chinese government understands that politicians in smaller roles today may rise to become more influential over time," FBI Director Christopher Wray said in a January 2022 speech. "So they look to cultivate talent early to ensure that politicians at all levels of government will be ready to take a call and advocate on behalf of Beijing's agenda."
Justice Department officials have charged dozens of Chinese nationals in the last five years, though many have remained out of reach of American law enforcement.

    


Among those who have faced charges are 40 officers with the Ministry of Public Security accused of harassing and threatening dissidents, as well as a cluster of operatives alleged to have stalked Chinese individuals living in the U.S. as part of an effort to coerce them into returning to China, where they wanted for prosecution. 
A Chinese American scholar known as a pro-democracy activist was convicted in New York earlier this month of gathering information on dissidents and feeding it to his homeland's government.
In 2022, a Chinese government operative was charged with plotting to undermine the candidacy of a little-known congressional candidate in New York by planning to locate, or even manufacture, derogatory information that could prevent him from being elected. The allegation was part of a broader plot resulting in charges against five people, including for spying on a Chinese national living in Los Angeles and plotting to destroy his artwork.

    


Two U.S. citizens were charged last year with establishing a secret police station in Manhattan under the direction and control of the Chinese government.
A spokesperson for the Chinese Embassy, Liu Pengyu, dismissed the concerns as overblown, blaming the U.S. government and media for having "frequently hyped up the so-called 'Chinese agents' narratives, many of which have later been proven untrue."
China has long maintained that U.S. authorities are simply discrediting its international crime-fighting work, such as "Operation Fox Hunt," a nearly decade-old effort ostensibly focused on pursuing Chinese fugitives, including corrupt officials.
It also claims that police stations, which have been reported across North America and Europe, aren't law enforcement offices at all, but provide routine services for Chinese citizens, including renewing Chinese driver's licenses.
Yaqiu Wang, research director for China, Hong Kong and Taiwan at Freedom House, which tracks transnational repression, applauded efforts to counter Chinese activities that she says undermine human rights and democracy. 
Last year, a congressional committee warned that Beijing runs an extensive network of organizations that seeks to influence U.S. universities, think tanks, civic groups, other "prominent individuals and institutions" and public opinion broadly.
But Wang warned that federal efforts must be targeted and proportionate, given civil rights concerns raised by the Chinese American community and others.
In 2018, the Trump-era Justice Department launched a nationwide effort known as the China Initiative targeting Chinese espionage at American universities. 
But the initiative was rebranded early in the Biden administration following multiple unsuccessful prosecutions of researchers and concerns from some of the nation's top colleges that the program had a chilling effort on academic research and amounted to racial profiling.
"No Americans should have to live in fear that their entire lives may be turned upside down due to wrongful accusations, unwarranted racial profiling, or ugly xenophobia," U.S. Rep. Judy Chu, a California Democrat, said in July as she stood with Feng "Franklin" Tao, a Chinese-American professor who had an espionage case thrown out by a Colorado judge earlier this year. "There is no room for this prejudice in our federal government or in our country."
___
Associated Press reporters Jennifer Peltz and Anthony Izaguirre in New York contributed to this story. Tucker and Tang reported from Washington.
___
Follow Philip Marcelo at twitter.com/philmarcelo. 
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Canadian opposition party ends support agreement with Prime Minister Trudeau's Liberals
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                    Prime Minister Justin Trudeau canoes with local Indigenous leaders on the Saint Marys River in Sault Ste.-Marie, Ont., Friday, Aug. 30, 2024. (Kenneth Armstrong /The Canadian Press via AP)
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                                        OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) -- An opposition party in Canada ended a support agreement with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's Liberal government Wednesday, raising the odds an election could happen before the fall of 2025. 
Leftist NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh moved to distance himself from an increasingly unpopular Trudeau. 
"The deal is done," Singh said on social media, bringing an abrupt halt to a pact that has kept the government running.
Trudeau's Liberals lack a majority of seats in Parliament and need the support of at least one other party to pass legislation and keep the government alive. 
Breaking the deal doesn't mean Trudeau's government automatically falls if a vote of non confidence is scheduled. Rather, the NDP will determine how to vote on Liberal legislation on a case-by-case basis, and will attempt to squeeze more measures out of them.

    


The next election is at most a year away, and could happen earlier now depending on the NDP's decisions on future votes.
"I really hope the NDP stays focused on how we can deliver for Canadians, as we have over the past years, rather than focusing on politics," Trudeau said.




Daniel Beland, a political science professor at McGill University in Montreal, said ending the agreement probably increases the odds the election will be before the fixed election date in the fall of 2025, but said the government could still last until then.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This doesn't mean the NDP wants to trigger federal elections anytime soon, as this could lead to a majority Conservative government, a situation that would eliminate the political clout the NDP currently enjoys in the minority parliament," Beland said. 
Trudeau has said he intends to lead the party into the next election. The Liberals have been in power since 2015 but inflation is a major concern for Canadians. 
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Honduras' president is asked to resign after corruption scandal she says is a plot to oust her
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                    FILE - President of Honduras Xiomara Castro delivers a speech during the first meeting of the Global School Meals Coalition in Paris, Oct. 18, 2023. (Julien de Rosa, Pool via AP, File)
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                                        TEGUCIGALPA (AP) -- The head of an anti-corruption organization on Wednesday demanded that Honduran President Xiomara Castro resign after a video was released in which her brother-in-law allegedly received drug money.
"This request is based on the serious accusations of drug trafficking that have been presented against your family, whom you have appointed to work in the State," said Gabriela Castellanos, director of the non-governmental organization the National Anti-Corruption Council, in a public letter to Castro.
The demand comes after a rocky week for Castro, who won the presidency on an anti-corruption campaign. 
The day before the letter was sent, a video recorded in 2013 was released purportedly showing drug traffickers currently imprisoned in the United States offering more than $525,000 to the president's brother-in-law and congressional leader, Carlos Zelaya. 

    


In this video published in an investigation by journalists at InsightCrime, Zelaya said "half of it will go to the commander," referring to his brother, former president Manuel Zelaya, Castro's husband and main adviser who was overthrown in a 2009 coup d'etat.




Castro's brother-in-law Zelaya acknowledged days earlier that he had met with the leader of the drug trafficking organization "Los Cachiros," who offered to support his party's campaign that year; 2013 was the same year Castro made her first unsuccessful run for president.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But Zelaya told the press he was unaware the people who attended the meeting were related to drug trafficking.
Castro's brother-in-law Carlos Zelaya was among a few family members who resigned from their positions in government after he admitted to having met with a drug-trafficking group in 2013. Zelaya claimed he didn't know the people he met with were narcos and denied taking money at the time.
"I fell into a trap, I take responsibility for my actions," Zelaya told press.

    


Zelaya and his son, the former minister of defense, both resigned from their positions as a result.
Shortly before Zelaya's revelation, Castro had knocked down a longstanding extradition treaty between Honduras and the United States, which analysts and disillusioned Hondurans said was not a coincidence.
Under the treaty, dozens of Hondurans accused of drug trafficking were extradited to face justice in the U.S., including the country's ex-president who was recently sentenced to 45 years in prison by a New York court.
The video of Zelaya was met by anger and frustration by many Hondurans, who harbored hope when they elected Castro in 2021 that she would be a different president than the corrupt leaders that have long ruled the Central American nation. 
But her popularity has slowly faded in recent years as gang violence rages, the economy and high unemployment continue to plague Hondurans and many feel they haven't seen the change promised them.
After the video of Zelaya's meeting with the narco group was broadcast, Castro claimed in statements over radio and television that "dark forces" in Honduras and abroad were working to carry out a coup d'etat against her.

    


"The plan to destroy my socialist and democratic government and the upcoming election is underway," she said. She offered few other details in her accusations.
Analyst and former presidential candidate Olban Valladares described her claims of a plot to oust her as "absurd," adding that Castro "insists on using rhetoric that has already been worn out."
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White House signaling it will likely stop Nippon Steel's plans to buy US Steel
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                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris campaigns with President Joe Biden at the IBEW Local Union #5 union hall in Pittsburgh, on Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The White House is signaling an openness to blocking the acquisition of U.S. Steel by Nippon Steel, as a government review of the proposed takeover by the Japanese company is on the cusp of ending.
The Washington Post reported Wednesday that President Joe Biden plans to stop the deal from going forward. A White House official, insisting on anonymity to discuss the matter, did not deny the report and said Biden still needs to receive the official recommendation from the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States. That review could end as soon as this month.
Biden had already voiced his objections to the merger, backing his supporters in the United Steelworkers union who oppose the deal. The objection carries weight as U.S. Steel is headquartered in the swing state of Pennsylvania and is a symbol of Pittsburgh's industrial might in an election year where Republicans and Democrats alike are promising more domestic manufacturing jobs.

    


Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee, came out against the deal this week. Former President Donald Trump, the Republican nominee, already said he would block the merger if he was still in the White House.




Stock in U.S. Steel fell roughly 17% on the news that Biden would stop the merger.
The CFIUS review process generally pertains to business issues with national security implications. U.S. Steel spokesperson Amanda Malkowski said in an email that the company had not received any update on the process and that the company sees "no national security issues associated with this transaction, as Japan is one of our most staunch allies."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We fully expect to pursue all possible options under the law to ensure this transaction, which is best future for Pennsylvania, American steelmaking, and all of our stakeholders, closes," Malkowski said.
A spokesman representing Nippon Steel said the company had not received any updates from the federal government on the review process.

    


Tucker Elcock, who works for the advisory firm Teneo, said on behalf of Nippon Steel that it was the "only willing and able" company that could make an investment in U.S. Steel that put the entire sector on a "stronger footing." He added that Nippon Steel "strongly believes that the U. S. government should appropriately handle procedures on this matter in accordance with the law."
U.S. Steel on Wednesday hosted a rally in support of the acquisition. It said in a statement that without the Nippon Steel deal the company would "largely pivot away from its blast furnace facilities, putting thousands of good-paying union jobs at risk, negatively impacting numerous communities across the locations where its facilities exist, and depriving the American steel industry of an opportunity to better compete on the global stage."
Nippon Steel announced the deal in December 2023 and U.S. Steel shareholders approved it in April of this year. 
___
Levy reported from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
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California settles lawsuit with Sacramento suburb over affordable housing project
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            California Gov. Gavin Newsom, left, speaks next to Attorney General Rob Bonta during a press conference regarding a settlement with the city of Elk Grove, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Sacramento, Calif. (AP Photo/Sophie Austin)
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- A Sacramento suburb will have to build more affordable housing for residents at risk of homelessness under a settlement announced Wednesday with California Gov. Gavin Newsom's administration, which comes more than a year after the state alleged in a lawsuit that Elk Grove illegally denied an affordable housing project.
The settlement means the city must identify a new site for affordable housing in an area with good access to economic, educational and health resources by July 1, 2025. The state will also have more oversight over the city's approval of affordable housing over the next five years, including by receiving regular updates on the status of proposed projects.
Attorney General Rob Bonta, a Democrat, said it should not have taken so long for Elk Grove to agree to build more affordable housing.
"Our housing laws are not suggestions," Bonta said at a news conference Wednesday. "You have to follow them. And if cities try to skirt them -- try to avoid building the housing we need, try to illegally deny housing proposals, discriminate against communities, as Elk Grove did -- the DOJ will hold them accountable."

    


California's lawsuit alleged the city broke state laws by denying a project to build 66 units in an area known as Old Town for residents who experienced homelessness. The denial violated laws aimed at streamlining housing projects and banning local governments from making discriminatory decisions, the state argued.




The legal battle escalated a growing conflict between the state and local government over how many housing projects cities should approve and how fast they should build them. Newsom in 2022 temporarily withheld funding from local governments who he said failed to adequately reduce homelessness. His administration has also sued the Southern California city of Huntington Beach, accusing it of ignoring state housing laws.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Elk Grove has to pay the state $150,000 for attorney and other legal fees under the agreement. Local officials said they were happy with the settlement and that it underscored the city's efforts to build affordable housing.

    


"Elk Grove is proud of the role it has played as a leader in the development of affordable housing in the region," the city said in a statement. "The City is hopeful that in the future the State will work more collaboratively with cities to partner in the development of affordable housing rather than use precious resources in the pursuit of unnecessary litigation."
The Elk Grove Planning Commission denied the Old Town project -- called the Oak Rose Apartments -- in 2022, saying having residences on the first floor breached city standards for that part of town.
Elk Grove settled another lawsuit earlier this year over the project and approved an 81-unit affordable housing complex by the same developer in a different location.
The state needs to build 2.5 million homes by 2030 to keep up with demand, according to the California Department of Housing and Community Development.
Newsom said the legal battle in Elk Grove highlighted "the original sin" in California -- its housing crisis. 

    


"There's no issue that impacts the state in more ways on more days than the issue of housing," the Democrat said.
___
Austin is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow Austin on X: @sophieadanna
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Human rights body urges El Salvador to end state of emergency
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                    FILE - A police officer searches a man in the Kiwanis Community during a preventive patrol in search of gang members in Soyapango, El Salvador, Aug. 16, 2022, amid a state of exception. (AP Photo/Salvador Melendez, File)
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                                        SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador (AP) -- The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights urged El Salvador Wednesday to end the more than two-year state of emergency, which has suspended fundamental civil rights while the government pursued the country's powerful street gangs.
The regional human rights body noted that plunging rates of violence in El Salvador made clear that the state of emergency was no longer justifiable.
"They show the emergency situation has been overcome and thus a situation that justifies maintaining active the suspension of rights and protections in line with the American Convention no longer exists," the commission said in a report.
El Salvador's Congress granted President Nayib Bukele extraordinary powers to take on the gangs in March 2022 after a surge in gang violence. Since then, lawmakers have renewed the special powers every month, including this Tuesday.

    


Human and civil rights organizations have argued that the gangs could be pursued without the suspension of such rights as access to a lawyer or being told why police are arresting you. They argue that there has been little due process in the more than 80,000 arrests made.




Last week, Bukele said in a magazine interview that the security gains made in the past two years could be maintained without the state of emergency, but that more gang members needed to be arrested to ensure they did not re-establish themselves.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The human rights commission cited arbitrary arrests, the lack of evidence presented against those arrested, mass hearings, little access to defense lawyers among the troubling aspects of the crackdown. Other organizations have emphasized mounting deaths of suspects held in prison while awaiting trial.
Despite those measures, Bukele's crackdown has been widely popular and he was elected to a second term by a huge margin earlier this year.
The gangs once dominated daily life for much of the Salvadoran population, preying on their children, extorting their businesses and filling the country's streets with bodies. Less than a decade ago it was considered one of the world's deadliest countries.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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Election 2024 Latest: Trump and Harris zero in on economic policy plans ahead of first debate
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks with Moms for Liberty co-founder Tiffany Justice during an event at the group's annual convention in Washington, Friday, Aug. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            FILE - Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, speaks at a campaign event in Erie, Pa., Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she boards Air Force Two at Pittsburgh International Airport in Pittsburgh, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she steps on stage to address a crowd, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, during a campaign stop, in North Hampton, N.H. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7

                                    
                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she boards Air Force Two at Pittsburgh International Airport in Pittsburgh, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz waits to speak during a campaign stop at Laborfest Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 7

                                    
                                    Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz waits to speak during a campaign stop at Laborfest Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak with Moms for Liberty co-founder Tiffany Justice during an event at the group's annual convention in Washington, Friday, Aug. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 7

                                    
                                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump arrives to speak with Moms for Liberty co-founder Tiffany Justice during an event at the group's annual convention in Washington, Friday, Aug. 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she steps on stage to address a crowd, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, during a campaign stop, in North Hampton, N.H. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 7

                                    
                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she steps on stage to address a crowd, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, during a campaign stop, in North Hampton, N.H. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The two presidential nominees are using the week before their debate to sharpen their economic messages about who could do more for the middle class. Vice President Kamala Harris discussed her policy plans on Wednesday in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, while Donald Trump will address the Economic Club of New York on Thursday.
Harris used the New Hampshire campaign stop to propose an expansion of tax incentives for small businesses, a pro-entrepreneur plan that may soften her previous calls for wealthy Americans and large corporations to pay higher taxes. Trump, meanwhile, is betting that Americans crave trillions of dollars in tax cuts -- and that growth will be so fantastic that it's not worth worrying about budget deficits.
The candidates will debate next week in what will be their first meeting ever. The nation's premier swing state, Pennsylvania, begins in-person absentee voting the week after. By the end of the month, early voting will be underway in at least four states with a dozen more to follow by mid-October. 

    


In just 62 days, the final votes will be cast to decide which one of them will lead the world's most powerful nation.




Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the Latest:
Harris accepts rules for Sept. 10 debate with Trump on ABC, including microphone muting
Vice President Kamala Harris has accepted the rules set forth for next week's debate with former President Donald Trump, although the Democratic nominee says the decision not to keep both candidates' microphones live throughout the matchup will be to her disadvantage.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The development, which came Wednesday by way of a letter from Harris' campaign to host network ABC News, seemed to mark a conclusion to the debate over microphone muting, which had for a time threatened to derail the Sept. 10 presidential debate at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia.
Republican Liz Cheney says she'll vote for Kamala Harris
Former Republican Rep. Liz Cheney on Wednesday said she would support Kamala Harris for president, ending weeks of speculation about how fully the member of a GOP dynasty-turned-Trump critic would embrace the Democratic ticket.

    


Cheney, who co-chaired the House investigation into the Jan. 6, 2021, attack, became a fierce Trump critic and was ousted in her 2022 Republican primary in Wyoming as a result, made her announcement at an event at Duke University. In a video posted on the social media network X, she finished by talking about the "danger" she believed Trump still poses to the country.
"I don't believe that we have the luxury of writing in candidates' names, particularly in swing states," she said. "As a conservative, as someone who believes in and cares about the Constitution, I have thought deeply about this. Because of the danger that Donald Trump poses, not only am I not voting for Donald Trump, but I will be voting for Kamala Harris."
Read more here.
That photo of people wearing 'Nebraska Walz's for Trump' shirts? They're distant cousins
A sister of Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Walz says she doesn't recognize the people wearing "Nebraska Walz's for Trump" T-shirts in a photo that is making the rounds on social media. It turns out they are distant cousins.

    


The photo shows eight smiling people wearing navy pro-Trump shirts, underneath a "Trump 2024 -- Take America Back" sign. The photo was eventually reposted by former President Donald Trump, who wrote on his Truth Social platform: "It is a Great Honor to have your Endorsement. I look forward to meeting you soon!"

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The photo was first posted on X by Charles Herbster, a former candidate for governor in Nebraska who had Trump's endorsement in the 2022 campaign. Herbster's spokesperson, Rod Edwards, said the people in the photo are cousins to the Minnesota governor, who is now Kamala Harris' running mate.
"The family in the picture are the descendants of Francis Walz, who was brother to Tim Walz's grandfather," Edwards said. "They're all Walzes and spouses."
Read more here.
Harris calls Georgia school shooting 'senseless tragedy'
Vice President Kamala Harris addressed the "senseless tragedy" of Wednesday's school shooting in Georgia during a campaign stop in New Hampshire.
"It's just outrageous that every day, in our country, in the United States of America, that parents have to send their children to school worried about whether or not their child will come home alive."

    


"She added, "We've got to stop it. It doesn't have to be this way."
Harris talked about meeting with college students who told her they grew up with active shooter drills.
"Our kids are sitting in a classroom where they should be fulfilling their God-given potential and some part of their big beautiful brain is concerned about a shooter busting through the door of the classroom," she said.
Jimmy McCain, a son of the late Arizona senator, registers as a Democrat and backs Harris
Jimmy McCain, a son of former Arizona senator and 2008 Republican presidential nominee John McCain, said this week he has registered as a Democrat and will vote for Vice President Kamala Harris, a valuable nod of support for the Democratic nominee in a battleground state.
Meanwhile, Trump's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, is scheduled to appear outside Phoenix Wednesday at a rally with the conservative youth organizing group Turning Point USA, which has been instrumental in remaking the Arizona GOP as a faithful organ of former President Donald Trump's "Make America great again" movement.

    


Jimmy McCain's endorsement and Vance's Turning Point USA appearance reflect the disparate segments of the GOP that Harris and Trump are trying to reach. Democrats are appealing to traditional conservatives disillusioned by Trump's takeover of the GOP, while Republicans are looking to shore up their base and ensure that their young supporters turn out.
Jimmy McCain said he had been an independent since leaving the Republican Party after Trump became its standard bearer in 2016. He decided during a nine-month overseas deployment that just ended to switch his registration to Democratic and announce it publicly.
Kennedy files lawsuit in Wisconsin, trying to force his way off the state's presidential ballot
MADISON, Wis. -- Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has filed a lawsuit in Wisconsin trying to force his way off of the presidential battleground state's ballot after the state elections commission voted to keep him on it.
Kennedy suspended his campaign in August and endorsed Republican Donald Trump. Kennedy said he would try to remove his name from the ballot in battleground states while telling his supporters they could continue to back him in the majority of states where they are unlikely to sway the outcome.
Kennedy also filed a lawsuit in neighboring Michigan but a judge ruled Tuesday that he must remain on the ballot. A Kennedy lawsuit filed on Friday in North Carolina seeking removal from the ballot is pending.
Republicans and Democrats have until 5 p.m. on the first Tuesday in September ahead of an election to certify their presidential nominee. Independent candidates like Kennedy can only withdraw before the Aug. 6 deadline for submitting nomination papers.
State law does not provide a way for independent presidential candidates to remove themselves from the ballot after they have submitted nomination papers unless they die. Kennedy filed his papers before the Aug. 6 deadline.
The Wisconsin Elections Commission, citing that law, voted 5-1 last week to approve Kennedy's name for the ballot after an attempt by Republican commissioners to remove him failed.
Kennedy is asking the court for an order that bars the elections commission from putting his name on the ballot and puts on hold its vote last week placing him on the ballot.
The US is preparing to accuse Russia of disinformation campaigns targeting the presidential election
The Biden administration is preparing Wednesday to accuse Russia of disinformation campaigns targeting the presidential election, according to three people familiar with the matter.
Intelligence agencies have previously accused Russia of using disinformation to try to interfere in the election. But the announcement expected from Attorney General Merrick Garland is expected to show the depth of U.S. concerns and signal legal actions against those suspected of being involved.
The people who discussed the announcement spoke on condition of anonymity with The Associated Press because the matter was not public. One of the people said the announcement will involve, in part, an accusation of the use of Russia-state media to spread disinformation and propaganda.
Garland and other law enforcement leaders are expected to speak briefly at the opening of a meeting of the Justice Department's elections threats task force.
In a speech last month, Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said Russia was the primary threat to the election.
Russian President Vladimir Putin and "his proxies are using increasingly sophisticated techniques in their interference operations. They're targeting specific voter demographics and swing-state voters to manipulate presidential and congressional election outcomes," she said. "They're intent on co-opting unwitting Americans on social media to push narratives advancing Russian interests."
A Justice Department spokesman declined to comment.
CNN first reported the expected announcement.
___
Associated Press reporters Eric Tucker and Matthew Lee contributed to this report from Washington.
Election Day is about 2 months away and ready or not, the first ballots could go out within days
It might feel like the presidential election is still a long way off. It's not.
Election Day on Nov. 5 is only about two months away, and major dates, events and political developments will make it fly by. The stretch between now and then will go as fast as summer break from school in most parts of the country.
The first mail ballots are scheduled to be sent to voters this Friday. The first presidential debate is set for Sept. 10. Former President Donald Trump, the Republican nominee, is scheduled to be sentenced in his New York hush money case on Sept. 18. And early in-person voting will start as soon as Sept. 20 in some states.
> Here's a look at why the calendar will move quickly.
DNC runs digital billboard focused on reproductive rights and Trump in Pennsylvania's capital city
As Trump returns to battleground Pennsylvania, his Democratic opponents argue that the former president's plans around abortion and reproductive rights threaten health care for American women.
On Wednesday, the Democratic National Committee is running a digital mobile billboard in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, around the area where the GOP nominee will participate in a Fox News town hall.
The billboard focuses on reproductive rights, with news commentators referencing Project 2025 and saying Trump and Republicans "are not going to stop until they have all but eliminated access to reproductive health care in this country."
Project 2025 is the term for the Heritage Foundation's nearly 1,000-page handbook for the next Republican administration, which has become a chief target for Democrats' ire in the general election. Trump has said Project 2025 is not related to his campaign.
DNC spokesperson Addy Toevs said in a statement that "banning abortion and threatening access to IVF is central to Donald Trump Project 2025 agenda for a second term."
Trump has said that, if he wins, he wants to make IVF treatment free for women, but has not detailed how he would fund the plan or how it would work. 
Last month, he said he would vote no on a Florida ballot measure that would repeal the state's six-week abortion ban.
Takeaways from AP's report on JD Vance and the Catholic 'postliberals' in his circle of influence
Ohio Sen. JD Vance's 2019 conversion to Catholicism helped shape his political worldview, he has written.
It has also put him in close touch with a Catholic intellectual movement, viewed by some critics as having reactionary or authoritarian leanings, that has been little known to the American public.
That's changing with Vance's rise to the national stage as the Republican vice presidential nominee and running mate to former President Donald Trump.
The professors and media personalities in this network are generally known as "postliberal." Vance has used that term to describe himself as well.
> Here are some takeaways from the AP's reporting.
Harris is visiting New Hampshire, away from bigger swing states, to tout her small business tax plan
Vice President Kamala Harris is using a New Hampshire campaign stop on Wednesday to propose an expansion of tax incentives for small businesses, a pro-entrepreneur plan that may soften her previous calls for wealthy Americans and large corporations to pay higher taxes.
She wants to expand from $5,000 to $50,000 tax incentives for small business startup expenses, to eventually spur 25 million new small business applications over four years.
Harris is expected to stop at Throwback Brewery in North Hampton, outside Portsmouth, and meet with co-founders Annette Lee and Nicole Carrier. Their brewery got support to open its current location through a small business credit and installed solar panels using federal programs championed by the Biden administration, according to the Harris campaign.
The New Hampshire trip is a rare deviation for a candidate who is spending most of her time in Midwest and Sun Belt states with pivotal roles in November's election.
> Read more here.
JD Vance's Catholicism helped shape his views. So did this little-known group of Catholic thinkers
By his own account, Ohio Sen. JD Vance's 2019 conversion to Catholicism provided a spiritual fulfillment he couldn't find in his Yale education or career success.
It also amounted to a political conversion.
Catholicism provided him with a new way of looking at the addictions, family breakdowns and other social ills he described in his 2016 bestselling memoir, "Hillbilly Elegy."
"I felt desperate for a worldview that understood our bad behavior as simultaneously social and individual, structural and moral; that recognized that we are products of our environment; that we have a responsibility to change that environment, but that we are still moral beings with individual duties," he wrote in a 2020 essay.
His conversion also put Vance in close touch with a Catholic intellectual movement, viewed by some critics as having reactionary or authoritarian leanings, that was little known to the American public until Vance's rise to the national stage as the Republican vice presidential nominee.
> Read more here.
Federal judge rejects Donald Trump's request to intervene in wake of hush money conviction
A federal judge on Tuesday rejected Donald Trump's request to intervene in his New York hush money criminal case, thwarting the former president's latest bid to overturn his felony conviction and delay his sentencing.
U.S. District Judge Alvin Hellerstein ruled that Trump had not satisfied the burden of proof required for a federal court to take control of the case from the state court where it was tried. 
Hellerstein's ruling came hours after Manhattan prosecutors raised objections to Trump's effort to delay post-trial decisions in the case while he sought to have the federal court step in. 
In a letter to the judge presiding over the case in state court, the Manhattan district attorney's office argued that he had no legal obligation to hold off on post-trial decisions and wait for Hellerstein to rule.
Read more here. 
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Advocates seek rewrite of Missouri abortion-rights ballot measure language
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                                        JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) -- A Missouri judge will rule Thursday on whether the Republican secretary of state's official description of an abortion-rights amendment on November's ballot is misleading. 
At issue is a proposed amendment to Missouri's Constitution that would restore abortion rights in the state, which banned almost all abortions after the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022. 
At least nine other states will consider constitutional amendments enshrining abortion rights this fall -- Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Maryland, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada and South Dakota. 
In Missouri, ballot language is displayed at polling centers to help voters understand the impact of voting "yes" or "no" on sometimes complicated ballot measures.
Ballot language written by Republican Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft's office says a "yes" vote on the abortion-rights measure would enshrine "the right to abortion at any time of a pregnancy in the Missouri Constitution."

    


"Additionally, it will prohibit any regulation of abortion, including regulations designed to protect women undergoing abortions and prohibit any civil or criminal recourse against anyone who performs an abortion and hurts or kills the pregnant women," according to Ashcroft's language.




The amendment itself states that the government shall not infringe on an individual's right to "reproductive freedom," which is defined as "all matters relating to reproductive health care, including but not limited to prenatal care, childbirth, postpartum care, birth control, abortion care, miscarriage care, and respectful birthing conditions."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tori Schafer, a lawyer for the woman who proposed the amendment, said Ashcroft's official description of the measure is "argumentative, misleading and inaccurate." She asked Cole County Judge Cotton Walker to rewrite Ashcroft's ballot language. 

    


"Missourians are entitled to fair, accurate, and sufficient language that will allow them to cast an informed vote for or against the Amendment without being subjected to the Secretary of State's disinformation," the plaintiff's lawyers wrote in a court brief. 
Assistant Attorney General Andrew Crane defended Ashcroft's summary in court. He pointed to a clause in the amendment protecting "any person" from prosecution or penalties if they consentually assist a person exercise their right to reproductive freedom. Crane said if enacted, that provision would render any abortion regulations toothless. 
"The government will be effectively unable to enforce any restrictions on abortions," Crane said. 
Walker said he will make a decision Thursday. 
This is the second time Ashcroft and the abortion-rights campaign have clashed over his official descriptions of the amendment.
The campaign in 2023 also sued Ashcroft over how his office described the amendment in a ballot summary. Ballot summaries are high-level overviews of amendments, similar to ballot language. But summaries are included on ballots. 
Ashcroft's ballot summary said the measure would allow "dangerous and unregulated abortions until live birth."
A three-judge panel of the Western District Court of Appeals Ashcroft's summary was politically partisan and rewrote it.
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Mississippi House panel starts study that could lead to tax cuts
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                    FILE - Mississippi House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Rep. Trey Lamar, R-Senatobia, addresses committee members as they review bills at the Mississippi Capitol in Jackson, Miss., March 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- Mississippi lawmakers could consider a comprehensive proposal next year to make the state's tax system fairer and more efficient, a state House leader said Wednesday.
Ways and Means Committee Chairman Trey Lamar said he joins other top Republicans, including House Speaker Jason White and Gov. Tate Reeves, in continuing to advocate for eventually erasing the state's income tax.
Mississippi is reducing its personal income tax under a law Reeves signed in 2022. Efforts to completely phase out the tax fell short in 2023 and never gained traction during this year's legislative session.
"I've been on the record more times than I can count over the last five or six years," Lamar said Wednesday at the Capitol. "Eliminating the tax on work in the state of Mississippi is our goal -- and how we can do that responsibly and in as quick a time as we can."

    


Lamar and Republican Rep. Scott Bounds are leading a bipartisan group of House members that White appointed to examine Mississippi taxes.
Republican Lt. Gov. Delbert Hosemann has appointed a bipartisan Senate committee to study taxes and other financial issues.




During a meeting of the House committee on Wednesday, members heard from the mayors of Ocean Springs, population 19,500; Macon, population 2,600; and Louisville, population 6,500. All said their biggest budget challenge is paying for infrastructure such as roads and sewer lines. The mayor of Flora, population 1,647, said the priority is paying for police and fire protection.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

All four mayors said their cities depend on revenue from the sales tax, which is 7% for most items, and the use tax, which is 7% for most items shipped in from out of state. Cities receive a portion of the money collected from each of those taxes.
Revenue from the use tax is directed to infrastructure projects, and counties also receive a portion of it.

    


Macon Mayor Buz McGuire said his city needs more flexibility to be able to pay for crumbling sidewalks that are decades old.
"They're just in pretty rough shape," McGuire said.
Lamar told reporters after the meeting that lawmakers could consider allowing more flexibility for how cities and counties can spend revenue from the use tax.
"If a city attorney somewhere is being extra cautious and saying that the city can't pave the courthouse parking lot, then we're certainly open to looking at that," Lamar said. "But it needs to stay at public infrastructure."
Ocean Springs Mayor Kenny Holloway said that while his city has a strong local tax base, it has significant expenses to maintain older sewer pipes, sidewalks and roads.
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UN officials hail limited pauses in fighting in Gaza to allow polio vaccinations
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                    FILE - Flags fly outside the United Nations headquarters during the 74th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Sept. 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Jennifer Peltz, File)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- United Nations officials on Wednesday hailed limited pauses in the fighting between Israel and Hamas to allow children's polio vaccinations as rare moments of hope in the nearly yearlong war in Gaza.
Top U.N. officials on peacebuilding and humanitarian affairs spoke at a meeting requested by Israel, which was backed by its allies, veto-holding permanent council members France, Great Britain and the United States. Israel's ambassador on Wednesday focused on the hostages taken during Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks on Israel that launched the war and the recent killing of six captives.
Algeria, which sits on the 15-member council until next year, also requested that the U.N. body meet to discuss the broader situation in the Palestinian territories.
Both Rosemary DiCarlo, U.N. undersecretary-general for political and peacebuilding affairs, and Edem Wosornu, director of the Operations and Advocacy Division at the U.N.'s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, spoke about the polio-inspired pauses in fighting as rare rays of hope, as did the representatives of France, Britain, the U.S. and other nations. 

    


"It does not have to be this way. Indeed, over the past few days, there have been signs that humanitarian objectives can inspire positive steps," Wosornu told the council.




"This vaccination campaign demonstrates that it is possible to allow humanitarian actors to act on the ground," French Ambassador to the U.N. Nicolas de Riviere told the council. "That must become the rule."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.N. World Health Organization says 187,000 children in Gaza have been vaccinated for polio, with an eventual goal of 640,000. WHO and its partners launched the campaign this week after Gaza recently reported its first polio case in 25 years -- a 10-month-old boy, now paralyzed in a leg.
Israel has said the vaccination program will continue through Monday and last eight hours a day.

    


Health officials expressed alarm about diseases spreading in the besieged territory as the war has created a humanitarian catastrophe, with people crammed into squalid tent camps and dirty wastewater flowing through the streets.
Ambassador Samuel Zbogar of Slovenia, which is president of the Security Council for September, told reporters on Tuesday that there is "a rising anxiousness in the council" about the lack of a cease-fire and hostage release deal to halt the violence.
The Security Council approved a resolution in June endorsing a cease-fire plan aimed at ending the war, with Russia abstaining. 
"It has to move, one way or the other," Zbogar said about fulfilling the deal or finding other options.
The Oct. 7 Hamas attacks killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and took about 250 people hostage. The Israeli military's retaliation has killed over 40,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants in its count.
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That photo of people wearing 'Nebraska Walz's for Trump' shirts? They're distant cousins
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                    Democratic vice presidential nominee Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and his wife Gwen arrive for a campaign stop at Laborfest Monday, Sept. 2, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- A sister of Democratic vice presidential nominee Tim Walz says she doesn't recognize the people wearing "Nebraska Walz's for Trump" T-shirts in a photo that is making the rounds on social media. It turns out they are distant cousins.
The photo shows eight smiling people wearing navy pro-Trump shirts, underneath a "Trump 2024 -- Take America Back" sign. The photo was eventually reposted by former President Donald Trump, who wrote on his Truth Social platform: "It is a Great Honor to have your Endorsement. I look forward to meeting you soon!"
The photo was first posted on X by Charles Herbster, a former candidate for governor in Nebraska who had Trump's endorsement in the 2022 campaign. Herbster's spokesperson, Rod Edwards, said the people in the photo are cousins to the Minnesota governor, who is now Kamala Harris' running mate.

    


"The family in the picture are the descendants of Francis Walz, who was brother to Tim Walz's grandfather," Edwards said. "They're all Walzes and spouses."
The descendants of Francis Walz confirmed their relationship to Tim Walz in a text message to The Associated Press.




"Shortly after Governor Tim Walz was named the Democrat Party Vice Presidential nominee, our family had a get-together. We had t-shirts made to show support for President Trump and J.D. Vance and took a group picture. That photo was shared with friends, and when we were asked for permission to post the picture, we agreed," the written statement said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The picture is real. The shirts are real. We are the Nebraska Walz family and we are related to Gov. Tim Walz, our grandfathers were brothers. The message on the shirts speaks for itself, "Nebraska Walzs for Trump."
Walz's sister, Sandy Dietrich, of Alliance, Nebraska, said she suspected it might be people from that branch of the family. Dietrich and Walz's father, James Walz, died of lung cancer in 1984 when the future congressman and Minnesota governor was just a teenager. His father had been the school superintendent in Valentine, Nebraska.

    


"We weren't close with them. We didn't know them," she said.
Dietrich declined to comment on their distant cousins' opposition to her brother and referred to herself and her family as "Democrats for Tim."
"I know who I'm voting for. That's all I can control," she said.
But Tim Walz's other surviving sibling is not behind his candidacy.
In recent days, the New York Post has reported on Facebook comments from the governor's older brother, Jeff Walz of Freeport, Florida, in which he said of his younger sibling: "The stories I could tell. Not the type of character you want making decisions about your future." The 67-year-old also wrote that he was "100% opposed to all his ideology" and had thought about endorsing Trump, the Post reported.
In comments published Wednesday by NewsNation, Jeff Walz said that he was still irked he learned on the radio that his brother would be Harris' running mate, but that he didn't intend to influence the political debate and doesn't want to be involved with anybody's campaign.

    


Jeff Walz told NewsNation that he and the 60-year-old governor have not spoken since the funeral of their younger brother, Craig Walz, in 2016, aside from a brief phone call last month through their mother. He told NewsNation that what he was referring to in his post by "stories" were from their childhood.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"Nobody wanted to sit with him, because he had car sickness and would always throw up on us, that sort of thing," Jeff Walz said. "There's really nothing else hidden behind there. People are assuming something else. There's other stories like that, but I think that probably gives you the gist of it."
He also told NewsNation that he would make no further statements on the subject. He did not immediately return messages left Wednesday by the AP. 
___
Associated Press writers Randy Herschaft and Jennifer Farrar in New York contributed to this report.
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Mexico's Congress advances a contentious bill to make all judges run for election

    Mexico's Congress advances a contentious bill to make all judges run for election
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            Relatives of prisoners rally in favor of the government's proposed judicial reform in Mexico City, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            People protest the government's proposed judicial reform, which would require judges to get elected to office, in Mexico City, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. The sign in the middle asks senators to save the people by rejecting the reform. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- The lower house of Mexico's Congress passed contentious legislation Wednesday that would launch the most sweeping judicial overhaul of the century by requiring all judges to stand for election. 
In a marathon session in which legislators were forced to meet in a gymnasium after protesters blocked the Congress building, the lower chamber approved the constitutional measure 359-135 in a party-line first vote just before the sun rose Wednesday morning. The measure, which requires a two-thirds majority, was passed in a second-round vote later that morning, and is now headed to the Senate, where it is expected to pass by a razor-thin margin.
Mexico's ruling party says judges in the current court system are corrupt, and wants the country's entire judicial branch - some 7,000 judges - to stand for election. 
Critics say the constitutional changes would deal a severe blow to the independence of the judiciary, and they question how such massive elections could be carried out without having drug cartels and criminals field their own candidates.

    


Attention now turned to the Senate, where President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador 's Morena party is one seat short of the two-thirds majority, but might be able to pick off an opposition senator. The Centro Pro human rights groups called on the Senate to kill the measure, saying it "affects the life of democracy, endangers human rights and violate Mexico's international obligations."




Lopez Obrador said those who opposed it "have no moral standing, because everyone knows, the majority of Mexicans know, that corruption is rampant in the judiciary."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The president has long railed against courts that blocked some of his building projects and policy measures because they ran afoul of constitutional and legal norms. Lopez Obrador has vowed for months to rush through a raft of measures like the judicial overhaul - as well as a proposal to eliminate almost all independent oversight and regulatory agencies. 

    


The vote is expected to be extremely tight in the Senate, though the president's party looks poised to win over the single vote it lacks there. If passed by the Senate, the constitutional proposal would be sent to Mexico's 32 state congresses where it must be approved by most of them. Lopez Obrador's party controls a majority of the states.
Critics say the measure will devastate Mexico's system of checks and balances.
"We should inaugurate a wall of shame that says: 'Today begins the fall of our Republic.' And it should have the date and all the faces of the Morena congressmen," Paulina Rubio Fernandez, a congresswoman from the conservative opposition National Action Party, shouted before the vote.
Alejandro Moreno, the head of another opposition party, the Institutional Revolutionary Party, vowed Wednesday to have party members vote against the proposal in the Senate, as they did in the lower house. 
The vote Wednesday was made possible by Lopez Obrador's Morena party and its allies winning overwhelming majorities in the June 2 elections. The all-night session came after protesters blocked the entrance to Mexico's Congress on Tuesday in an attempt to demand debate on the judicial overhaul.

    


The overhaul has fueled a wave of protests by judges, court employees and students across Mexico in recent weeks, and reached another inflection point on Tuesday when protesters strung ropes across entrances to the lower house of Congress to block legislators from entering. That came as the country's Supreme Court voted 8-3 to join strikes, adding more weight to the protests.
"The party with the majority could take control of the judicial branch, and that would practically be the end of democracy," said protester Javier Reyes, a 37-year-old federal court worker. "They want to own Mexico."
Under the current system, judges and court secretaries, who act as judges' assistants, slowly qualify for higher positions based on their record. But under the proposed changes, any lawyer with minimal qualifications could run, with some candidacies decided by drawing names from a hat. 

    


Mexico's courts have long been plagued by corruption and opacity, but in the last 15 years they have been subject to reforms to make them more open and accountable, including changing many closed-door, paper-based trials for a more open, oral-argument format.
Voices both at home and abroad say the new changes could mark a setback in the effort to clean up courts.
U.S. Ambassador Ken Salazar said Tuesday that "there is a great deal of concern," claiming the changes "could damage relations a lot, and it's not just me saying that." Salazar has pointed to the election of judges as his main qualm with the overhaul, noting that it would negatively affect investment and the Mexican economy.
Lopez Obrador said last week he has put relations with the United States and Canadian embassies "on pause" after the two countries voiced concerns over the proposed judicial overhaul.

    


President-elect Claudia Sheinbaum, Lopez Obrador's close ally, on Tuesday night once again defended the reform, writing on the social media platform X that it "does not affect our commercial relations, nor national or foreign private investments. On the contrary, there will be more and better rule of law and more democracy for all."
"If judges, magistrates, and ministers are elected by the people, where is the authoritarianism?" she added.
The proposed changes would cover thousands of judges at various levels and would introduce a time limit for judges to rule on many cases to combat a tendency for some trials to stretch out over decades. More controversially, the reforms would also introduce "hooded judges" to preside over organized crime cases; their identities would be kept secret in order to prevent reprisals. 
And the courts would be largely stripped of their power to block government projects or laws based on appeals by citizens. It would also almost certainly assure that the president's party continues with significant political power long after Lopez Obrador leaves office at the end of this month. 
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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Trump-backed US Senate candidate faces scrutiny for derogatory comments about Native Americans
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                    FILE - Tim Sheehy speaking during the second day of the Republican National Convention Tuesday, July 16, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- Tribal leaders in Montana urged Republican U.S. Senate candidate Tim Sheehy to apologize over remarks he made to supporters about Native Americans being "drunk at 8 a.m." and throwing beer cans at him on the Crow Reservation
Audio recordings of Sheehy's derogatory comments were obtained and published by Char-Koosta News, the official publication of the Flathead Indian Reservation. 
Sheehy is backed by former President Donald Trump as he challenges three-term incumbent Democratic Sen. Jon Tester in one of the most closely-watched congressional races in the nation.
A Republican victory could help swing control of the closely divided Senate.
Sheehy is heard commenting in one of the recordings that his ranching partner is a member of the Crow Tribe with whom Sheehy ropes and brands cattle on the tribe's southeastern Montana reservation.

    


"Great way to bond with all the Indians, to be out there while they're drunk at 8 a.m.," Sheehy says.
In another recording, he describes riding a horse in the parade at Crow Fair, an annual gathering in Crow Agency that includes powwows, a rodeo and other events.




"If you know a tough crowd, you want to go to the Crow res," Sheehy says. "They let you know whether they like you or not -- there's Coors Light cans flying by your head riding by."
The Rocky Mountain Tribal Leaders Council, which represents 11 tribes and First Nations in the western U.S. and Canada, said Sheehy's comments perpetuated stereotypes about Native Americans.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Council Chairman Bryce Kirk asked Sheehy to apologize in a Tuesday letter to the campaign obtained by The Associated Press.
"You ask for our votes and then you go to your fundraiser, ironically with alcohol flowing and laughter at our expense behind closed doors, and you insult us with a stereotype that only seeks to severely diminish and dishonor our people," Kirk wrote. "The Crow people are not your punchline. Native Americans are not your punchline."

    


It's uncertain if Sheehy's comments will still be on voters' minds when they start casting ballots. But political analyst Paul Pope said their "unseemly" nature could spur more Native Americans to register to vote, which could boost Tester.
"Maybe there's some fence-sitters out there and this might be a tipping point for them," added Pope, a professor at Montana State University Billings.
A Sheehy campaign spokesperson did not dispute the authenticity of the recordings, which the tribal newspaper said came from fundraising events held in Montana last November.
Sheehy is a former U.S. Navy SEAL with no previous political experience who moved to Montana a decade ago and founded an aerial firefighting company. He knows members of the Crow Tribe and visits the reservation to work cattle with them, said spokesperson Jack O'Brien.
"He works with them, he brands with them," O'Brien said. "What folks are insinuating about him, that's just not who he is."
He did not say if Sheehy would apologize or otherwise respond to the tribal leaders' request.
Montana has seven Indian reservations and almost 70,000 Native Americans, representing about 7% of its total population, according to U.S. Census data. It's a voting block that's long been considered Democratic-leaning, but Montana Republicans in recent years have courted tribal leaders hoping to gain their support in elections.

    


Crow Tribe Chairman Frank White Clay did not immediately respond to a message left with his office seeking comment.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Tester's campaign declined to comment on the matter.
White Clay and other Crow representatives attended a rally last month in Bozeman featuring Trump and Sheehy. White Clay told an AP reporter at the rally that their presence was not meant as an endorsement. He said the tribe wanted to maintain good relations with whatever administration holds office.
Char-Koosta News editor Sam Sandoval said Sheehy's campaign had not responded to his outlet's queries about the recordings, which he said came from a credible source who wanted the comments publicized in a tribal newspaper.
"For a lot of tribal people, having that statement out there, saying they're drunk at 8 o'clock in the morning, it really hits a sore spot that Natives have been working to change for years," Sandoval said. 
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Ticketmaster's pricing for Oasis tickets is under investigation in the UK
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                    FILE - Members of British rock band Oasis pose for photos ahead of a concert in Hong Kong, Feb. 25, 2006. From left are, Gem Archer, Noel Gallagher, Andy Bell, and Liam Gallagher. (AP Photo/Lo Sai Hung)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The U.K.'s competition watchdog has launched an investigation into the way more than one million tickets were sold for next year's reunion concerts from iconic 1990s Britpop band Oasis.
In a statement Thursday, the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) said its investigation into Live Nation Entertainment's unit Ticketmaster will look specifically at "dynamic pricing," whereby prices can vary rapidly in light of changing market conditions. 
It is a pricing strategy used in flight sales and home food deliveries, where demand levels can fluctuate and lead to surging prices while also sometimes leading to lower prices. It is a more common practice in the U.S. than in the U.K. 
Many Oasis fans who queued online at the Ticketmaster site for hours Saturday complained that they ended up paying more than double the face value of the ticket as a result of dynamic pricing, with standard standing tickets often sold for 355 pounds ($470) as compared to the expected 148 ($195).

    


Critics said it was deceptive and inappropriate to use dynamic pricing for the concerts given that it was well-known in advance that demand for the fixed number of tickets would be sky-high.




The CMA said it would scrutinize whether Ticketmaster, the U.K.'s biggest seller of tickets, may have engaged in unfair commercial practices and whether it breached consumer protection law. The probe will look at whether consumers were told in a clear and timely way that the tickets could be subject to dynamic pricing, and whether they were put under pressure to buy tickets within a short period of time - at a higher price than they understood they would have to pay.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's important that fans are treated fairly when they buy tickets, which is why we've launched this investigation," said Sarah Cardell, the watchdog's chief executive. "It's clear that many people felt they had a bad experience and were surprised by the price of their tickets at check-out."

    


The organization wants to hear from fans who encountered issues, and will seek evidence from Ticketmaster and others, which may include the band's management and event organizers. It said it can implement enforcement if it sees evidence of possible breaches of the law.
Ticketmaster has said that it does not set concert prices and its website states this is down to the event organizer who "has priced these tickets according to their market value."
Nick White, a partner at legal firm Charles Russell Speechlys, said dynamic pricing is a "double-edged sword."
"On one side, it is a legitimate business strategy, adjusting prices in real time based on supply and demand," he said. "On the flip side, it is a practice that can alienate fans, creating a sense of exploitation as prices escalate beyond reach, even while fans wait in online queues."
Oasis is led by brothers Noel and Liam Gallagher, who said in a statement Wednesday that they didn't know that "dynamic pricing" would be used and acknowledged that the execution of the ticketing plan "failed to meet expectations."

    


"It needs to be made clear that Oasis leave decisions on ticketing and pricing entirely to their promoters and management, and at no time had any awareness that dynamic pricing was going to be used," the band said.
The tickets that went on sale Saturday were for the band's concerts July 4 and 5 at Cardiff's Principality Stadium, Heaton Park in Manchester, on July 11, 12, 16, 19 and 20, London's Wembley Stadium on July 25, 26 and 30 and Aug. 2 and 3, Murrayfield Stadium in Edinburgh on Aug. 8, 9 and 12; and Croke Park in Dublin on Aug. 16 and 17. 
On Wednesday, another two dates were announced at Wembley on Sept. 27 and 28, which will first be open only to people who were unable to get tickets in the initial Ticketmaster sale. The relief for them is that dynamic pricing will not be used on this occasion.
Formed in Manchester in 1991, Oasis was one of the dominant British acts of the 1990s, producing hits including "Wonderwall," "Champagne Supernova" and "Don't Look Back in Anger." Its sound was fueled by singalong rock choruses and the combustible chemistry between guitarist-songwriter Noel Gallagher and his frontman brother Liam.

    


Oasis split in 2009, with Noel Gallagher quitting the band after a backstage dustup with his brother at a festival near Paris. While the Gallagher brothers, now aged 57 and 51, haven't performed together since, both regularly perform Oasis songs at their solo gigs. They've also fired off criticisms of each other in the press.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/oasis-concerts-ticketmaster-investigation-c1873b77aee4958de51a8f387ae01bd7
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Prince Harry and Matt Damon set to address this year's Clinton Global Initiative annual meeting
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                    FILE - Britain's Prince Harry leaves after attending an Invictus Games Foundation 10th Anniversary Service of Thanksgiving at St Paul's Cathedral in London, on May 8, 2024. Prince Harry, actor Matt Damon, and World Central Kitchen founder Jose Andres are set to speak at the 2024 Clinton Global Initiative annual meeting in New York on Sept. 23 and 24, the Clinton Foundation announced Thursday. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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                                        Prince Harry, actor Matt Damon, and World Central Kitchen founder Jose Andres are set to speak at the 2024 Clinton Global Initiative annual meeting in New York on Sept. 23 and 24, the Clinton Foundation announced Thursday.
The theme of this year's gathering of political, business and philanthropic leaders is "What's Working" - an effort to shine a spotlight on potential solutions and effective aid in a tumultuous period marked by war, increased income inequality and food insecurity.
Former President Bill Clinton said this year's Clinton Global Initiative would "double down" on the progress made on the climate crisis, global health, gun violence, and other important issues.
"We started CGI because we wanted to have a meeting where people didn't just talk about big problems, but where we could roll up our sleeves and get something done," he said in a statement to The Associated Press. "It's more important than ever to be optimistic and realize we all have the ability to make a difference."

    


Since returning in 2022 after a six-year hiatus, CGI has tried to maintain an optimistic tone, while also developing new ways to help, including the launch last year of The CGI Ukraine Action Network, a collaboration between former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Olena Zelenska, the first lady of Ukraine.




"Bill, Chelsea, and I are so inspired by the undoubtable impact of the CGI community - 500 million people affected through programs, partnerships, and solutions that are addressing our climate crisis, economic disparities, equality for women and girls worldwide, and more," Secretary Clinton said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That impact helps CGI draw a wide range of leaders, including Barbados Prime Minister Mia Mottley, Guyana President Mohamed Irfaan Ali, and Kosovo President Vjosa Osmani.
The Duke of Sussex plans to discuss the launch of The Archewell Foundation Parents' Network, an initiative supporting parents whose children have suffered or died due to online harms. He also plans to address his nonprofit's collaboration with the World Health Organization and others to end violence against children, an issue he and his wife Meghan outlined on a recent trip to Colombia.

    


Water.org co-founder and Oscar winner Damon is expected to discuss the status of the $1 billion plan he announced in 2022 to give 100 million people in Africa, Asia and Latin America lasting access to water and sanitation.
Business leaders scheduled for the conference, which runs at the same time as United Nations General Assembly week, include Chobani CEO Hamdi Ulukaya, Gap CEO Richard Dickson, IKEA CEO Jesper Brodin, Mastercard CEO Michael Miebach, Moderna Chairman Noubar Afeyan, Pinterest CEO Bill Ready, Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla, and U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen.
Andres is expected to discuss how he turned World Central Kitchen into one of the fastest growing humanitarian nonprofits with a focus on feeding people quickly in the aftermath of disasters or the outbreak of war. After seven World Central Kitchen workers were killed earlier this year by an Israeli airstrike in Gaza, Andres said, "Their examples should inspire us to do better, to be better." 

    


Other philanthropic leaders set to speak include Emerson Collective Founder Laurene Powell Jobs, Ford Foundation President Darren Walker, Hispanic Federation CEO Frankie Miranda, Human Rights Campaign President Kelley Robinson, International Rescue Committee CEO David Miliband, and World Health Organization Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
Sam Bencheghib, co-founder of the Indonesia-based Sungai Watch, plans to attend this year's CGI seeking funding for his nonprofit which places barriers in rivers to prevent pollution from reaching the ocean and then removes the trash collected. At previous CGI meetings, he made contacts that resulted in Sungai Watch becoming one of The Elevate Prize Foundation's 2024 winners.
Last year, Bencheghib attended CGI to make a commitment to expand Sungai Watch's work to Jakarta and its rivers. His nonprofit will make good on that commitment later this year.

    


But Bencheghib said he is also proud to bring something tangible to this year's CGI, especially considering the "What's Working" theme. He will showcase furniture created out of the plastic bags pulled from the polluted rivers by his new social enterprise Sungai Design.
The company turns 500 plastic bags into a bench; 2,000 plastic bags become a lounge chair.
"Fighting plastic pollution definitely feels never-ending," Bencheghib said. "Forty percent of the trash we collect are these plastic bags and they are not recyclable in this country ... We were looking for a way to turn plastic bags into something that is a little more aesthetically pleasing, something that is a great conversation starter, that raises awareness about what that plastic bag can become if you don't throw it into the river and if the right setup is in place."

    


_____
Associated Press coverage of philanthropy and nonprofits receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content. For all of AP's philanthropy coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/philanthropy.
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Salman Rushdie's memoir of his attack is among 12 books up for a top nonfiction prize

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE - Salman Rushdie poses for a portrait to promote his book "Knife: Meditations After an Attempted Murder", at the Deutsches Theater in Berlin, Germany, May 16, 2024. .(AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Salman Rushdie's account of a stabbing attack that blinded him in one eye is among contenders announced Thursday for a prestigious nonfiction book prize.
Rushdie's memoir " Knife: Meditations After an Attempted Murder " is among 12 books on the long list for the 50,000 pound ($66,000) Baillie Gifford Prize.
The 77-year-old novelist recounts being attacked at the Chautauqua Institution in western New York in 2022 as he was about to deliver a lecture on keeping writers safe from harm. A New Jersey man, Hadi Matar, is awaiting trial for the stabbing.
Prize judges called the book "brutally clear, honest and, best of all, funny."
Rushdie won the Booker Prize for fiction in 1981 for "Midnight's Children." He spent years in hiding after Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini issued a fatwa, or edict, in 1989 calling for his death for the alleged blasphemy in his novel "The Satanic Verses."

    


Other semi-finalists for the nonfiction prize include Australia's Richard Flanagan for his memoir "Question 7" and several works on Asian history, including Gary J. Bass' "Judgement at Tokyo: World War II on Trial and the Making of Modern Asia" and Viet Thanh Nguyen's "A Man of Two Faces: A Memoir, A History, A Memorial."




Founded in 1999, the Baillie Gifford Prize recognizes English-language books from any country in current affairs, history, politics, science, sport, travel, biography, autobiography and the arts. It has been credited with bringing an eclectic slate of fact-based books to a wider audience.
Last year's winner was John Vaillant's real-life climate-change thriller "Fire Weather: A True Story from a Hotter World."
Finalists for the 2024 prize will be announced Oct. 10 and the winner will be crowned Nov. 19 at a ceremony in London.
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