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      Breaking News

      
        Government policies favour big business, say critics
        The economic policies of the Pheu Thai-led government favour big corporations over the interests of the general public, a Bangkok forum was told on Thursday.

      

      
        European regulator orders Airbus A350 checks
        At least part of the Airbus A350 fleet will be inspected as a precautionary measure, Europe's aviation safety regulator said on Thursday, after an engine part failed during the flight of a Cathay Pacific A350-1000 passenger plane.

      

      
        B300 billion in state spending seen as a tonic
        The Ministry of Finance expects more than 300 billion baht in government funds will be injected into the economy during the final quarter this year, pushing GDP growth to the anticipated range of 2.7% to 3%.

      

      
        PM promises policy continuity, but handout will change
        Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra says her first policy statement next week will echo that of her predecessor Srettha Thavisin, except for some details of the digital wallet handout programme.

      

      
        Foreign e-commerce firms told to open Thai offices
        Foreign e-commerce operators will be required to set up registered offices in Thailand under the digital platform service law, according to the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA).

      

      
        Pattaya approves monorail plan
        Pattaya City Has has approved the plan to build an 11-kilometre monorail line that will run from the Thap Phraya intersection on the city's west side to Nong Mai Kaen in the east.

      

      
        Russian's 'murder' might have been suicide, say Phuket police
        PHUKET: Police investigators who initially thought they had a murder on their hands now say a Russian man found dead in a ditch at Karon beach might have committed suicide.

      

      
        Doctor to appeal ruling clearing 'beach bully'
        PHUKET: A doctor who claimed to have been kicked by a Swiss man while she was sitting on the steps near his property on Yamu Beach in February has vowed to appeal his acquittal on assault charges.

      

      
        Thamanat group parting ways with Palang Pracharath
        Thamanat Prompow has stepped down as secretary-general of the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) and five other members of his group have quit as party executives as their estrangement from the party deepens.

      

      
        Government 'committed' to B400 minimum wage
        The labour policy of the Pheu Thai-led government, particularly the plan to raise the daily minimum wage to 400 baht nationwide, remains unchanged, according to caretaker Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn.
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                  Government policies favour big business, say critics                

                Cosy relations between politicians and corporations unlikely to change under Pheu Thai, forum hears
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                          When former PM and recent parolee Thaksin Shinawatra stepped forward on Aug 22 to share his "vision" for Thailand, 1,400 business movers and shakers showed up to listen, among them multibillionaires Dhanin Chearavanont of the CP Group and Sarath Ratanavadi of Gulf Energy Development. (Photo: Reuters)                        

                                          

                  

                                The economic policies of the Pheu Thai-led government favour big corporations over the interests of the general public, a Bangkok forum was told on Thursday.
Thai governments and large corporations have long maintained close ties, Thammasat University economics lecturer told the forum sponsored by the Health Promotion Movement.

Corporations take advantage of their connections with key government figures to seek benefits, he said. Monopolies are bad for the overall economy, leading to low production efficiency and a lack of new products, he added.

He noted that the country's small and medium-sized enterprises are dying, and they cannot compete in terms of production capacity with other countries.

He suggested that the political system be reformed to better serve the people's interests.

Biothai president Witoon Lianchamroon told the forum that the country's system of governance is highly centralised and closely connected with large corporations. Many board members of major firms spent most or part of their careers in the government sector.

Despite many changes in government, monopolies remain, and small business operators are excluded from the market. The influx of cheap goods from China is worsening the problem, he added.

Mr Witoon also criticised the government's alcohol policy and its casino-entertainment complex proposal, saying these initiatives would primarily benefit big investors.

Regarding the digital wallet handout designed to stimulate the economy, he said that unless the government ensures that the money is spent on small businesses, it will end up in the coffers of large firms.

Sattharam Thambuddee, an employee representative from the Social Security Board, criticised measures to grant investment privileges to investors, saying such measures are not worth it.

He said that while incentives reduced taxes for investors by over 200 billion baht, the return to the economy was estimated at half that amount.

Meanwhile, successive governments have lacked the political will to push for better welfare benefits for the public, he added.


	Related: Minister insists B400 minimum wage will go ahead
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                  European regulator orders Airbus A350 checks                

                One-time inspections recommended after Cathay Pacific incident, confirmed to have been an engine fire
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                                At least part of the Airbus A350 fleet will be inspected as a precautionary measure, Europe's aviation safety regulator said on Thursday, after an engine part failed during the flight of a Cathay Pacific A350-1000 passenger plane.
Barring fresh evidence as investigators examine the fuel system of a jet that was forced to return to Hong Kong on Monday, manufacturers had been leaning against recommending worldwide checks, sources told Reuters on Wednesday.

"We will require a one-time fleet inspection, which may be applicable only to a portion of the A350 fleet, in order to identify and remove from service any potentially compromised high-pressure fuel hoses," the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) said in a statement.

The agency was preparing to release an airworthiness directive with details of the inspection later on Thursday.

"We acknowledge the information provided by EASA and are working closely with (engine maker) Rolls-Royce and the authorities on the implementation of this precautionary measure," Airbus said in a statement.

Rolls-Royce did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

The EASA action marks the first official confirmation that an engine fire broke out in the incident at the start of this week, causing Flight CX383 to turn around and return to Hong Kong shortly after takeoff for Zurich.

"An A350-1041 aircraft operated by Cathay Pacific on flight CX383 from Hong Kong to Zurich experienced an in-flight engine fire shortly after take-off," EASA said, adding the fire was "promptly detected and extinguished".

The trouble was detected in a Rolls-Royce Trent XWB-97 engine that powers the A350-1000 model. 

Cathay Pacific has said that 15 of its 48 A350s had defective fuel hoses requiring replacement. It was targeting getting all of those jets back in service by Saturday. 

Japan Airlines finished checks on all five of its A350-1000s and found no issues. It also started undertaking checks on its 15 of the smaller A350-900 model, with 10 completed and cleared.

Thai Airways International said earlier that it had not detected any problems with its A350s.

Singapore Airlines, the largest operator globally of the A350 with 64 jets, said it started checks, and Etihad said on Thursday that it was undertaking inspections and had found no issues.


	Related: How airlines worldwide are responding
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                  B300 billion in state spending seen as a tonic                

                B10,000 handout and Vayupak Fund among vehicles that will get more money circulating
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                                The Ministry of Finance expects more than 300 billion baht in government funds will be injected into the economy during the final quarter this year, pushing GDP growth to the anticipated range of 2.7% to 3%.
According to Lavaron Sangsnit, the ministry's permanent secretary, the funding will come from four main sources, including an additional budget of 122 billion baht to fund the digital wallet handout. The initial distribution of funds, now expected to be in cash, will cover about 14 million people.

Investment in Vayupak Fund units should inject another 150 billion baht into the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) in October, he said.

More investment funding is expected from revamped units of the Thai ESG Fund, while the fiscal 2025 expenditure budget of 3.75 trillion baht, which starts on Oct 1, should lead to several disbursements from October to December, said Mr Lavaron.

He said the Vayupak Fund would proceed as planned, with the investment prospectus to be issued on Sept 10, detailing the guaranteed minimum and maximum returns for investors.

Retail investors can subscribe to investment units between Sept 16 and 20, while institutional investors can subscribe from Sept 18-20, said Mr Lavaron.

Payment for subscribed units is due from Sept 25-27, he said.

The Vayupak Fund is scheduled to start investing in the SET on Oct 1, with trading expected to begin by Oct 10.

Pornchai Thiraveja, director-general of the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO), said the injection in the fourth quarter offers an upside for the economy, potentially pushing economic growth this year to between 2.7% and 3%, depending on various factors.

For instance, if the 122 billion baht for the stimulus, at 10,000 baht per person, is fully spent by the end of the year, GDP could be increased by 0.3 percentage points, he said. However, if not all funds are spent within the year, the contribution to GDP could be a rise of 0.2 points.

On July 26, the FPO forecast the economy would grow by 2.7% this year, up from 1.9% in 2023, driven mainly by the service and tourism sectors.

During the second quarter this year, positive economic signals included continued growth in real value-added tax collection over the first two quarters of 2024 and a 26.3% increase in foreign tourist arrivals year-on-year.

The government now forecasts at least 36 million foreign arrivals this year with average spending of 47,000 baht per person per trip.

The National Economic and Social Development Council on Aug 19 predicted GDP growth would be between 2.3% and 2.8% for 2024.
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                  PM promises policy continuity, but handout will change                

                Paetongtarn asks for support as she finalises policy statement to be delivered next Thursday
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                                Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra says her first policy statement next week will echo that of her predecessor Srettha Thavisin, except for some details of the digital wallet handout programme.
Ms Paetongtarn spent Thursday working at Shinawatra Tower 3, the temporary headquarters of the Pheu Thai Party, to finalise the statement. Her father, former premier Thaksin Shinawatra, was spotted going into the building via an underground entrance but he declined to talk to reporters.

Most of the content of the policy statement would be the same as that of the previous government, said Ms Paetongtarn.

"Existing policies will be mostly emphasised but there will be slight changes including those concerning the digital wallet," she said, referring to the handout stimulus scheme championed by Mr Srettha.

Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat admitted on Wednesday that the handout programme needed some adjustment, which would include giving cash instead of digital money to some recipients.

Ms Paetongtarn also said that she would proceed with the investment policies of her predecessor.

"Although the prime minister was replaced, the Pheu Thai Party remains as the core of the coalition government," she said.

She also promised to proceed with the international trade policies begun under Mr Srettha.

Ms Paetongtarn said she would also consider policy proposals from other coalition parties in the draft that she hoped to finalise later on Thursday.

The prime minister also responded to criticism of the new cabinet line-up, which contains a number of family members of veteran politicians. She said she viewed the moves positively as there would be more support for the work of her new ministers.

Asking for sympathy

Ms Paetongtarn, 38, also said that critics should stop nitpicking and give her the chance to work to the best of her abilities.

"Give the prime minister some sympathy. Don't lodge too many complaints. Sometimes, one should not attach too much importance to minor issues," she said.

Her remarks followed a complaint filed with the Election Commission on Wednesday by serial petitioner Ruangkrai Leekitwattana, who claims Ms Paetongtarn is being manipulated by her father. The complaint also questioned the legitimacy of her decision to resign from her directorships of 20 companies before assuming the premiership.

The public will get their first chance to see the new PM in action in parliament when she delivers her policy statement. Government chief whip Wisut Chainarun said Thursday and Friday next week had been set aside to hear and debate the statement.

Separately, caretaker Deputy Interior Minister Sabeeda Thaised shrugged off criticism that she was appointed to the post simply because she is a member of a political clan that is aligned with the new government.

She said she was ready to take over the job from her father, Chada Thaised, who decided to step aside and allow her to become deputy interior minister under the Bhumjaithai quota.

The holder of a law degree, Ms Sabeeda, 39, has worked as an adviser to her father for some time. An influential figure in Uthai Thani, Mr Chada was seen as a prime target for an ethics investigation, which is why he decided to decline a cabinet post.

Sirikanya Tansakun, a list MP of the opposition People's Party, said several ministers in the new cabinet were not appointed based on their merits, though she admitted PM's Office Minister Chusak Sirinil is a good fit for the job as he is a prominent legal expert.


	Commentary: Thaksin's 'vision' might be outdated


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2860052/pm-promises-policy-continuity-but-handout-will-change



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Foreign e-commerce firms told to open Thai offices                

                Requirement is among measures being taken to come to grips with flood of cheap imports
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                                Foreign e-commerce operators will be required to set up registered offices in Thailand under the digital platform service law, according to the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA).
The agency plans to issue the required notification after consulting with the Department of Trade Negotiations to ensure it does not breach any trade pacts, said executive director Chaichana Mitrpant.

The ETDA is one of a number of state agencies taking action against the flood of cheap products from China flowing into the country, available via e-commerce platforms operating in Thailand.

The digital platform service law requires operators of a certain specified size seeking to do business in Thailand to provide key information to the ETDA before they can start operating.

The agency plans to add a clause to the law obliging them to register in Thailand.

Mr Chaichana said the Chinese e-commerce behemoth Temu already had its subsidiary in Singapore register with the ETDA as a digital platform operator.

More than 1,400 digital platform service operators have complied with the law.

Visanu Vongsinsirikul, secretary-general of the Trade Competition Commission of Thailand, said the commission is monitoring business conduct and risky business behaviour.

If any business is found to have engaged in risky or unfair trade practices, such as predatory pricing or selling products for less than cost, the agency will take action against them, he said.

If a violation is determined, business may face both criminal and administrative penalties, including imprisonment for up to two years, fines of up to 10% of annual revenue, or both.

Pawoot Pongvitayapanu, a local e-commerce pioneer, said the Thai government should carry out in-depth assessments on the impact from cheap imported items.

In addition, he said policymakers should utilise the Traffy Fondue city management platform to allow citizens to report problems concerning the influx of cheap imported items, tracking the progress of how the problems are solved.

Mr Pawoot said the flood of cheap items was a serious issue that requires an impact evaluation, comparing conditions before and after measures are implemented.

The cabinet recently decided to revoke the value-added tax (VAT) exemption for imported goods valued at less than 1,500 baht, starting from July 5.

The goal was to create tax equity between imported goods, especially those imported from China, and domestically produced goods, particularly from small and medium-sized enterprises.

Thanawat Malabuppa, honorary president of the Thai E-Commerce Association, said it would now be up to policymakers to enforce the rule by making e-commerce operators collect the tax.

Kulthirath Pakawachkrilers, president of the association, said the government should prioritise supporting Thai products and local sellers.

"While we remain open to foreign investment, we advocate for fair competition and the promotion of Thai products, both domestically and globally," she said.

"This approach will help support and sustain Thai products on the international stage."
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                  Pattaya approves monorail plan                

                Final public hearing held on 11km line expected to pave way for more development
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                                Pattaya City Has has approved the plan to build an 11-kilometre monorail line that will run from the Thap Phraya intersection on the city's west side to Nong Mai Kaen in the east.
At the last public hearing for the proposed Purple Line monorail system on Wednesday, participants approved the format and blueprint, as well as the environmental impact study for the second phase of the system.

The hearing was chaired by Phutthaset Charoenphat, director of the city's traffic and transport division.

According to the feasibility study, the monorail, despite its high construction costs and maintenance fees, is best suited for the city due to its minimal structural footprint.

The monorail system will pave the way for future urban developments, the study added.

The construction of the Purple Line, which will link the Thap Phraya intersection to Nong Mai Kaen, both in Nong Prue subdistrict of Bang Lamung district, will be divided into two parts.

The route will comprise 12 stations located 800 to 1,000 metres apart from each other, along Nong Mai Kaen Road, Phon Prapha Nimit Road, Pattaya Klang Road and Pattaya Sai 3 Road before ending at the Thap Phraya Intersection.

City Hall is expected to expropriate 635 land plots, totalling 64 rai, along the construction zone. The expropriation will also affect at least 461 buildings in the area.

The city will look to apply the public-private partnership investment model for the monorail system. Construction is expected to start in 2027.
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                  Russian's 'murder' might have been suicide, say Phuket police                

                New evidence points to behaviour that might have caused man to take his life
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                                PHUKET: Police investigators who initially thought they had a murder on their hands now say a Russian man found dead in a ditch at Karon beach might have committed suicide.
Pol Maj Gen Sinlert Sukhum, chief of Phuket police, said on Thursday that evidence obtained by investigators now pointed to suicide as a possibility.

Investigators were told that the deceased had exhibited psychotic behaviour and used marijuana, which might have caused hallucinations, nervous symptoms and other behaviours that led to use of violence, said Pol Maj Gen Sinlert.

According to the man's Russian wife, her husband had tried to commit suicide several times.

Investigators are gathering more evidence before holding a press conference about the cause of death, said the police chief.

The Russian man, identified only as Ilia, had multiple injuries, including wounds near his eyes, severe bruising around his left ear and deep cuts on both arms. It appeared he had been bludgeoned with a hard object.

His body was found in the ditch near the Naga statue along the road fronting Karon beach on Tuesday.

Doctors estimated he had been dead for at least 8 hours before his body was found.

Police initially believed he had been killed elsewhere and his body dumped there.
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                  Doctor to appeal ruling clearing 'beach bully'                

                Lower court found no clear evidence that Swiss man had committed assault
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                                PHUKET: A doctor who claimed to have been kicked by a Swiss man while she was sitting on the steps near his property on Yamu Beach in February has vowed to appeal his acquittal on assault charges.
Dr Thandao Chandam, 26, said on Thursday that she was disappointed by the court's decision.

Thanking the public for the moral support she received during the case, she said she would continue to fight for justice, adding that she stood by her accusation of assault.

Her father, Kasem Chandam, said the family decided to appeal for the sake of fairness, adding that he hoped the public would keep up with the support. "We will do our best to regain justice," he said.

Urs "David" Fehr, 45, was accused of kicking Dr Thandao in the back while she and a friend were sitting on the beachfront steps near his rented villa on Feb 24.

The defendant, who ran an elephant camp in Phuket, had allegedly accused the doctor of trespassing on his rented property.

As it turned out, the steps leading down to the beach were not part of the property and had been built illegally. They were later demolished.

The alleged kick was captured on a phone video, leading to a public outcry and calls for Mr Fehr's deportation.

On March 7, the Immigration Bureau revoked Mr Fehr's visa, following a recommendation from officials in Phuket. The bureau said Mr Fehr's behaviour was deemed a threat to social order. He is appealing the visa revocation order.

Mr Fehr was subsequently charged with assault, and the case was submitted to the Criminal Court.

However, the court on Tuesday acquitted Mr Fehr, giving him the benefit of the doubt as the complainant produced no clear evidence proving physical assault. It outlined its reasons in a detailed case summary released on Wednesday.

Mr Fehr has always maintained that he slipped on the steps and his leg came up in the air, which gave the appearance on the video that he was delivering a kick.

[image: Urs Fehr and his wife appear on March 1 at the Phuket provincial hall, where they apologised for an incident at their property on Feb 24. (Photo: Achadthaya Chuenniran)]
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                  Thamanat group parting ways with Palang Pracharath                

                But former minister and his allies have to figure out a way to keep their MP status
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                                Thamanat Prompow has stepped down as secretary-general of the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) and five other members of his group have quit as party executives as their estrangement from the party deepens.
Thamanat said on Thursday that he had informed the party of his decision to quit. The resignations of the executives have been reported to the Election Commission.

The move came ahead of a party board meeting to be chaired by leader Gen Prawit Wongsuwon on Friday.

Thamanat and his colleagues have not relinquished their PPRP memberships to avoid losing their MP seats.

Thamanat admits he is looking into legal avenues through which he and his allies can leave Palang Pracharath with their MP status intact. The custom has been for a party to expel an MP so that they can keep their seat as long as they can find another party to join.

All told, the influential political fixer from Phayao is said to have 20 of the party's 40 MPs on his side. The other bloc retains close ties with Gen Prawit.

Thamanat tried once before to assert himself in Palang Pracharath, by working to undermine support for Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha in 2021. He lost that round, along with his cabinet seat. He left the party but later returned, swearing loyalty to Gen Prawit. 

Thamanat said on Thursday that he had lost faith in the party. He said its recent ministerial nominations were drawn up and sent to the ruling Pheu Thai Party without his knowledge.

Three members from the Thamanat faction, including his brother, are in the new cabinet of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra. The rest of the Palang Pracharath MPs are in the opposition.

The Thamanat group was spotted sitting in the Pheu Thai seating area in the House of Representatives during this week's debate on the 2025 budget bill. The Prawit group stayed put in the PPRP seating area.

The Pheu Thai Party announced last week that it had decided to drop the PPRP from the coalition. More specifically, it was looking to purge all those loyal to Gen Prawit, who has been suspected of manoeuvring against Pheu Thai.

Many in Pheu Thai suspect that the 78-year-old former army chief was behind the ethics complaint, filed by 40 former senators, that ended the prime ministership of Srettha Thavisin.

Apart from Thamanat, the five people who exited the PPRP executive board are Narathiwat MP Sampan Mayusoh, Atthakorn Sirilatthayakorn (Chachoengsao), Boonying Nitikanchana (Ratchaburi), Phai Lik (Kamphaeng Phet) and Boonsing Warinrak.

Palang Pracharath is scheduled to meet on Friday morning to elect its new board, reduced from 19 to 13 members. Deputy leader Paiboon Nititawan is expected to replace Thamanat as secretary-general.
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                  Government 'committed' to B400 minimum wage                

                Minister also pledges to help workers affected by business closures
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                                The labour policy of the Pheu Thai-led government, particularly the plan to raise the daily minimum wage to 400 baht nationwide, remains unchanged, according to caretaker Labour Minister Phiphat Ratchakitprakarn.
Mr Phiphat on Thursday gave his assurance that the wage increase targeting certain professions and specific areas is expected to take effect on Oct 1, with further details to be announced soon.

The national wage committee, chaired by the permanent secretary for the Ministry of Labour, is expected to meet twice before announcing the specific details of the increase, he said.

"The new wage rate will be disclosed this month, but it will only apply to certain groups of workers and entrepreneurs," he said.

"The government is committed to carrying on the previous government's policy, and the labour ministry has already submitted its proposal [for inclusion in the government's policy statement](#)."

Raising the daily minimum wage was a key election promise of the Pheu Thai Party. It pledged last year to increase the wage to 400 baht within its first year in power and to 600 baht by 2027.

The current minimum wage is between 330 and 370 baht depending on the province.

The national wage committee -- with representatives from government, employers and labour groups -- approved a 400-baht daily wage on March 26, but with limitations.

The new rate took effect in parts of 10 provinces on April 13, including Phuket, Koh Samui in Surat Thani, Pattaya in Chon Buri, Chiang Mai City in Chiang Mai, and Pathumwan and Watthana districts in Bangkok. It applied to tourism-related businesses and four-star hotels with at least 50 employees.

Mr Phiphat also pledged to provide assistance to employees affected by business closures, ensuring that they receive proper compensation.

Based on information from the Department of Industrial Works, from January to July this year 667 factories were shut down and 1,260 were opened. The rate of factory openings was close to the five-year average, he said.

After comparing the data on closed factories with that of new factories, there was an increase in investment of 167.6 billion baht and an increase in employment of 25,663 people.

Meanwhile, Thaweesan Wichaiwong, president of the Khon Kaen Industry Council, said the Federation of Thai Industries is opposed to a nationwide, across-the-board wage of 400 baht.

He said the increase should be adjusted based on inflation indices and economic conditions of each province; otherwise it will adversely affect small businesses which have to bear additional costs.

Eventually, he said, the extra costs will be passed on to consumers, and some manufacturers might relocate to countries with lower labour costs.
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                  PM promises policy continuity, but handout will change                

                Paetongtarn asks for support as she finalises policy statement to be delivered next Thursday
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                                Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra says her first policy statement next week will echo that of her predecessor Srettha Thavisin, except for some details of the digital wallet handout programme.
Ms Paetongtarn spent Thursday working at Shinawatra Tower 3, the temporary headquarters of the Pheu Thai Party, to finalise the statement. Her father, former premier Thaksin Shinawatra, was spotted going into the building via an underground entrance but he declined to talk to reporters.

Most of the content of the policy statement would be the same as that of the previous government, said Ms Paetongtarn.

"Existing policies will be mostly emphasised but there will be slight changes including those concerning the digital wallet," she said, referring to the handout stimulus scheme championed by Mr Srettha.

Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat admitted on Wednesday that the handout programme needed some adjustment, which would include giving cash instead of digital money to some recipients.

Ms Paetongtarn also said that she would proceed with the investment policies of her predecessor.

"Although the prime minister was replaced, the Pheu Thai Party remains as the core of the coalition government," she said.

She also promised to proceed with the international trade policies begun under Mr Srettha.

Ms Paetongtarn said she would also consider policy proposals from other coalition parties in the draft that she hoped to finalise later on Thursday.

The prime minister also responded to criticism of the new cabinet line-up, which contains a number of family members of veteran politicians. She said she viewed the moves positively as there would be more support for the work of her new ministers.

Asking for sympathy

Ms Paetongtarn, 38, also said that critics should stop nitpicking and give her the chance to work to the best of her abilities.

"Give the prime minister some sympathy. Don't lodge too many complaints. Sometimes, one should not attach too much importance to minor issues," she said.

Her remarks followed a complaint filed with the Election Commission on Wednesday by serial petitioner Ruangkrai Leekitwattana, who claims Ms Paetongtarn is being manipulated by her father. The complaint also questioned the legitimacy of her decision to resign from her directorships of 20 companies before assuming the premiership.

The public will get their first chance to see the new PM in action in parliament when she delivers her policy statement. Government chief whip Wisut Chainarun said Thursday and Friday next week had been set aside to hear and debate the statement.

Separately, caretaker Deputy Interior Minister Sabeeda Thaised shrugged off criticism that she was appointed to the post simply because she is a member of a political clan that is aligned with the new government.

She said she was ready to take over the job from her father, Chada Thaised, who decided to step aside and allow her to become deputy interior minister under the Bhumjaithai quota.

The holder of a law degree, Ms Sabeeda, 39, has worked as an adviser to her father for some time. An influential figure in Uthai Thani, Mr Chada was seen as a prime target for an ethics investigation, which is why he decided to decline a cabinet post.

Sirikanya Tansakun, a list MP of the opposition People's Party, said several ministers in the new cabinet were not appointed based on their merits, though she admitted PM's Office Minister Chusak Sirinil is a good fit for the job as he is a prominent legal expert.


	Commentary: Thaksin's 'vision' might be outdated
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                  Doctor to appeal ruling clearing 'beach bully'                

                Lower court found no clear evidence that Swiss man had committed assault
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                                PHUKET: A doctor who claimed to have been kicked by a Swiss man while she was sitting on the steps near his property on Yamu Beach in February has vowed to appeal his acquittal on assault charges.
Dr Thandao Chandam, 26, said on Thursday that she was disappointed by the court's decision.

Thanking the public for the moral support she received during the case, she said she would continue to fight for justice, adding that she stood by her accusation of assault.

Her father, Kasem Chandam, said the family decided to appeal for the sake of fairness, adding that he hoped the public would keep up with the support. "We will do our best to regain justice," he said.

Urs "David" Fehr, 45, was accused of kicking Dr Thandao in the back while she and a friend were sitting on the beachfront steps near his rented villa on Feb 24.

The defendant, who ran an elephant camp in Phuket, had allegedly accused the doctor of trespassing on his rented property.

As it turned out, the steps leading down to the beach were not part of the property and had been built illegally. They were later demolished.

The alleged kick was captured on a phone video, leading to a public outcry and calls for Mr Fehr's deportation.

On March 7, the Immigration Bureau revoked Mr Fehr's visa, following a recommendation from officials in Phuket. The bureau said Mr Fehr's behaviour was deemed a threat to social order. He is appealing the visa revocation order.

Mr Fehr was subsequently charged with assault, and the case was submitted to the Criminal Court.

However, the court on Tuesday acquitted Mr Fehr, giving him the benefit of the doubt as the complainant produced no clear evidence proving physical assault. It outlined its reasons in a detailed case summary released on Wednesday.

Mr Fehr has always maintained that he slipped on the steps and his leg came up in the air, which gave the appearance on the video that he was delivering a kick.
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                  Thai stocks and baht jump on cabinet news                

                Investors reassured by signs of policy continuity, say analysts
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                                Thai stocks climbed by the most since March last year, with the baht also rallying on optimism over policy continuity after the formation of the new government.
The benchmark Stock Exchange of Thailand Index advanced as much as 2.9%, with packaging, information and technology, and petrochemical companies leading the gains.

The index closed up 38.79 points, or 2.84% from the day before, at 1,404.28, with heavy turnover worth 81.7 billion baht -- about double the average of recent weeks.

The SET Index has not finished a week above 1,400 points since the second week of January. 

The baht rose as much as 1.5% against the US dollar to 33.69 -- the strongest level since May last year.

A strengthening local currency will make Thai stocks more alluring for dollar-based investors. So far this month, foreign investors are still net sellers of Thai shares. For the year to date they are net sellers of 127.4 billion baht.

Global funds have poured $133 million into Thai bonds in September so far, the third straight month of net foreign inflows.

Thai assets have also been boosted by the signs that the US Federal Reserve is ready to start cutting interest rates when it meets next week.

As well, political risk is seen as easing following the appointment of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and her cabinet.

"There is an increasing confidence from investors," said Tareck Horchani, head of prime brokerage dealing at Maybank Securities. "After government deliberation on policy, they can start the cash handout policy and other stimulus measures."

The handout policy, involving 10,000 baht to be given to eligible Thais over age 16, is expected to start this month. Initially, it is possible that only the most needy will receive the money, and it will be in the form of cash. Distribution of digital money to millions more people could come later.

Investors are also optimistic about the creation of a new Vayupak Fund by the government to invest in local shares to prop up the market.
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                  Thailand to move ahead with casinos plan, official says                

                80% of those attending public hearing agree with casino plan
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                                The government will move ahead with plans for a mega entertainment complex that would house casinos in Thailand, Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said on Thursday.
A public hearing has concluded and 80% of those who attended agreed with the plan, Mr Julapun said.

Mr Julapun, a key member of the coalition-core Pheu Thai Party, said the public hearing was organised for concerned parties to discuss the entertainment complex bill drafted by the Ministry of Finance. The bill will legalise entertainment complexes of which casinos will form a part.

The bill would be adjusted to include useful content from participants' remarks during the hearing, he said.

The revised bill would be submitted to the cabinet for coalition parties to decide whether to support it. If they express their support, the bill will proceed to the Council of State for scrutiny before being proposed to the House of Representatives, the deputy minister added.

Most forms of gambling are currently illegal in the kingdom, though underground betting is rampant. State-controlled horse races and an official lottery are permitted.
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The Finance Ministry study last month showed that the government's proposed entertainment complex project, which includes a casino, is expected to attract primarily Thai gamblers, accounting for up to 90% of customers.

According to a Finance Ministry source, companies seeking a concession for an entertainment complex must be limited or public limited companies with registered capital of at least 10 billion baht.

These companies must obtain a licence from the Entertainment Complex Policy Committee.

A licence lasts 30 years and may be renewed for up to 10 years at a time. The licence fee is 5 billion baht per licence, with an annual fee of 1 billion baht.

The casino entrance fee for Thais will not exceed 5,000 baht per person, according to the source.

Several administrations have pushed to legalise gambling before to try to boost jobs and state revenues and draw more foreign tourists. However, each attempt met pushback from conservatives in the Buddhist majority country.

Pheu Thai has argued Thailand has fallen behind its neighbours in the gaming industry. Thaksin Shinawatra, father of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, is widely seen as a major force behind her government.

In a dinner speech last month, Thaksin stressed on the potential benefits from regulating and taxing online gambling and formalising the larger underground economy. 

In Southeast Asia, Cambodia, Singapore, Myanmar and the Philippines have legalised casinos, some of which are located on the other side of Thailand's borders, catering overwhelmingly to Thai and Chinese customers, many on weekend junkets.

[image: Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat arrives at Government House, Bangkok. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
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	Read more: Chinese offshore gambling workers to lose Philippine visas
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                  Solutions sought for huge oil fund debt                

                Plagued by losses following years of subsidies, the Oil Fuel Fund Office wants to focus on targeted assistance
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                                Regulating oil and gas prices by offering subsidies from the Oil Fuel Fund for five years has left the Oil Fuel Fund Office (Offo) with huge losses and substantial debt.
Authorities want to improve the fund's liquidity, mainly by amending the 2019 Offo Act to better deal with the financial burdens caused by oil and gas price subsidies.

Offo commissioned Thammasat University to look into issues adversely affecting the fund and to devise possible amendments, addressing the consequences of global oil price volatility as Thailand transitions to a low-carbon society.

What changes should be made to the Offo Act?

One proposal is to limit the number of people eligible for price subsidies in order to better manage the rapidly diminishing fund, according to energy authorities and analysts.

Offo is considering revising its energy price subsidy programmes to focus on groups who desperately need the help, rather than implementing universal schemes.

The focus should include street food vendors, truck drivers carrying goods, and public transport operators, according to the proposal.

National oil and gas conglomerate PTT Plc, the country's sole gas seller, already adopted the idea of only helping certain groups of people. The company subsidises compressed natural gas prices for taxi and public bus operators.

Pornchai Jirakulpisan, head of policy and strategy at Offo, said the office aims to help only specific groups of people in the future, allowing it to avoid the huge debt incurred after granting universal subsidies, especially in 2022.

The proposal was supported by energy analysts who aired their opinions during a public hearing on the Offo Act, co-organised by Thammasat University and Offo.

Authorities should target certain groups of people for assistance, including low-income earners such as motorcycle taxis and tuk-tuk drivers, as not all fuel users need state subsidies, said an oil trader working for a foreign energy firm.

The government must also come up with a clearer definition of a "fuel price crisis" to determine when subsidies for domestic fuel prices are justified, said the trader.

Input from the public hearing will be considered by authorities in amending the Offo Act, according to the office.

Why was the fund drained so quickly?

Authorities point the finger at the surge in global oil and gas prices in 2022, following the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and the global oil price fluctuations since 2023, which led former premier Srettha Thavisin to authorise fuel price subsidies for diesel and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), which is used as cooking gas.

Before the war, officials had cash on hand of more than 30 billion baht in the fund. The government spent a huge amount subsidising domestic fuel prices, costing the fund 130 billion baht in 2022.

Offo sought a loan worth 105 billion baht to clear its debt, which was only enough to pay interest of 150-200 million baht a month.

The loan was granted in 2022 and runs through October of this year.

Authorities are committed to paying the principal, valued at 1 billion baht, in November this year.

Despite the significant financial burden, fuel price subsidy programmes seem to persist indefinitely, as policymakers often extend the subsidies beyond their expiration dates, said the oil trader at the hearing.

Authorities need to find a balance between subsidies and stabilising the fund to better control spending, said Bunchon Songsamphant, director for tax collection standards at the Excise Department, at the hearing.

In addition to seeking loans, Offo collects levies from gasohol users to support the subsidies.

These levies led to debates over fairness as gasoline users pay high taxes to subsidise diesel and LPG prices, said Rosana Tositrakul, a former Bangkok senator who monitors state energy policy, at the hearing.

At present, buyers of gasohol 91 and 95 pay 4.2 baht a litre as a levy and 5.85 baht a litre for excise tax through the fund, said Ms Rosana.

Gasohol 91 and 95 are blended with 10% ethanol. The numbers 91 and 95 indicate their octane ratings.

Gasoline users should receive some return from their high levy and tax payments, she suggested.

What are the impacts of energy price subsidies other than financial shortfalls?

Environmentally, subsidising energy prices for a long time could hamper efforts to promote efficient energy consumption, part of climate change campaigns, said energy analysts.

If policymakers prolong energy price subsidies, people will be less concerned about saving energy and ways to improve energy consumption, according to Praipol Koomsup, an economist at Thammasat University who was an assistant to former energy minister Narongchai Akrasanee.

Low fossil fuel prices for a prolonged period could slow efforts to deal with climate change, said Mr Praipol, calling into question when Thailand will achieve carbon neutrality, a balance between carbon dioxide emissions and absorption.

This means the long-term impact of price subsidies on people's energy consumption habits should be a concern, he said.

If people are told to prioritise efforts for energy efficiency, yet the government subsidises fossil fuel prices, energy saving campaigns are unlikely to be convincing, said a former energy executive who requested anonymity.

The lower the energy prices, the higher energy usage will be, said the executive. In contrast, without subsidies people tend to become more aware of their energy usage.
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                  Thai soft power showcased in New York                
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                                The Commerce Ministry hosted the Ignite Thailand Festival in Times Square, New York City, to promote Thai food, fashion and soft power in the US.
Vuttikrai Leewiraphan, the commerce permanent secretary, said the festival marks a milestone by showcasing high-quality products and brands from Thailand.

"Hosted by the Department of International Trade Promotion on Tuesday, the event not only celebrates Thai culture, but also strengthens Thailand's position as a trusted and innovative trade partner in the global market," said Mr Vuttikrai.

The festival aligns with the "Think Thailand, Next Level" campaign, which emphasises Thailand's leadership in lifestyle products, food and fashion.

The ministry plans to roll out the campaign in other large cities around the world, organising the next event in the UK next month. The goal is to solidify Thailand's reputation as a trusted trade partner and a hub of innovation and high-quality products, he said.

"This event provides an opportunity to promote Thai products and brands on the international stage," Mr Vuttikrai said.

A total of 19 booths were open to the public, showcasing well-designed Thai fashion and lifestyle products as well as food items, such as Mama instant noodles, Dek Somboon soy sauce, Chao Koh coconut milk and Amphol Food frozen fruit ice cream.

In addition, there was a Thai cooking demonstration and a display of Thai food on digital media billboards and pedicabs in Times Square.
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                  Private sector upbeat on sentiment                

                Panel preps white paper on economy
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                                A leading business group is optimistic the new government will improve public sentiment thanks to its unity and stability.
Speaking on Wednesday after a meeting of the Joint Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and Banking (JSCCIB), Payong Srivanich, chairman of the Thai Bankers' Association, said the speedy establishment of the new government is lifting public confidence and generating a positive outlook for the financial and capital markets.

Despite the involvement of multiple political parties, the new administration's cohesion and stability are expected to instil confidence in the business sector as well, he said.

"The swift formation of the new government is a positive sign. Notably, the new prime minister opened the door for discussions with the committee, which reinforces our confidence that the government will listen to the private sector," said Mr Payong.

He said the JSCCIB is preparing a white paper as a proposal from the private sector, outlining stimulus measures for the new government. The document is expected to be completed soon and will likely be submitted next month, said Mr Payong.

He said the proposal will include short-term, medium-term and long-term measures aimed at supporting economic growth.

Mr Payong said these measures will provide guidance on enhancing the country's competitiveness, developing labour skills, improving the efficiency of small and medium-sized enterprises, addressing the informal economy and tackling household debt, among other issues.

The white paper is about 90% complete and includes integrated measures focused on addressing these issues and fostering long-term economic development, he said.

"For the short term, we anticipate the government will inject additional liquidity into the economy to boost economic activities and support the cash flow of low-income groups affected by tight liquidity conditions," Mr Payong said.

Sanan Angubolkul, chairman of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, said the private sector is eagerly awaiting the announcement of the new government's economic policies and the appointment of the head of the economic team.

The swift political transition and unveiling of the new cabinet have generated positive sentiment, he said.

The economy faces multiple challenges and uncertainties, both domestically and internationally, said Mr Sanan. The private sector is prepared to collaborate with the government to address economic challenges and strengthen the country's economic fundamentals in the long term, he said.

The JSCCIB maintained its GDP growth forecast for 2024 in a range of 2.2% to 2.7%. However, the panel upgraded the export growth forecast from 0.8%-1.5% to 1.5%-2.5%, following improved performance in July. Exports grew by 15.2% year-on-year in July, driven by the electronics sector as global demand rose.

The JSCCIB maintained its inflation forecast for this year at 0.5%-1%.
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                                Public Health Minister Somsak Thepsutin rejected a proposal from health experts calling on the ministry to review the co-payment system for the universal healthcare policy, also known as the 30-baht gold card scheme.
Mr Somsak said he did not wish to discuss the co-payment plan anymore.

"The ministry is doing its best to take care of people's health. No changes have been made," he said on Wednesday.

Mr Somsak was answering reporters' questions on whether the scheme could be due for review after a network of hospitals and medical staff recently came out to say it has been causing problems for state-owned hospitals. Many are now reportedly facing increased patient visits, staff shortages and financial deficits.

The network called on the ministry to reform the scheme in the interests of financial sustainability.

The populist policy, initiated by the now-dissolved Thai Rak Thai Party of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra over two decades ago, aims to provide equality in medical treatment for Thais, especially the poor.

It was first launched in 2002 with the requirement of a 30-baht co-payment per visit.

However, that was removed a few years later, allowing cardholders the right to access medical treatment free of charge.

Mr Somsak said he was confident the government could resolve the network's financial issues, potentially by drawing on the central budget.

"The amount of money missing from the co-payment system is just 2%, which is very small, and we can handle it. The scheme is being run well. Some people have criticised it despite the fact they lack the correct information," he said.

To subsidise the losses racked up so far from providing treatments, the National Health Security Office (NHSO) has requested an additional 7.1 billion baht.
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                                The Seub Nakhasathien Foundation has called on Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra to probe the qualifications of Chalermchai Sri-on, the new minister of natural resources and environment, over his alleged possession of 120 rai of state land.
According to media reports, the foundation stressed that those responsible for overseeing natural resources must clear themselves of any involvement in the holding of state land.

Mr Chalermchai, leader of the Democrat Party, was recently appointed minister, prompting wide criticism among officials who will now serve under him.

Back in 2008 Mr Chalermchai declared his assets, including Phor Bor Tor 5 land -- a tax payment document given to local authorities that does not consider legal ownership rights, for an area of 120 rai.

But in 2010 when he assumed the role of labour minister, he did not declare his possession of this land.

The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) is reportedly investigating this case, as well as the holdings of 20 other politicians.

Panudet Kerdmali, the foundation's president, told the media on Wednesday that it is necessary to emphasise the need for transparency and for officials to avoid any involvement with state land holdings, particularly in forest areas.

"I saw the news that the coming cabinet under Ms Paetongtarn is very strict about the qualifications of every minister. Therefore, I request this matter be considered thoroughly," he said.

A source from the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation showed that Phor Bor Tor 5 is merely a local tax payment document which does not grant ownership rights.

The land remains state property, and this form of tax collection has been abolished due to the illegal encroachment of national forest reserves, said the source.

Meanwhile, Democrat secretary-general Dech-it Khaothong, the new deputy public health minister, responded to criticism related to Tedy Teow Wooi Huat, a Malaysian accused of leading a fraud syndicate who has been extradited from Thailand to China.

Mr Dech-it said there was no evidence backing claims of ethical misconduct against him.
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                  Gold glory for evergreen Saysunee                

                Rungroj and Wanchai secure at least bronze
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                                Wheelchair fencer Saysunee Jana earned the fourth gold medal for Thailand at the Paris 2024 Paralympic Games on Tuesday night.
The 50-year-old defeated China's Xiao Rong in a 15-14 thriller to win gold in the women's sabre category B at the Grand Palais.

Saysunee edged out her 31-year-old Chinese opponent, who was a bronze medallist at Tokyo 2020, in a video decision. Saysunee was trailing throughout the contest, rallying from 6-8 down to tie at 13-13.

The Thai went ahead for the first time, taking a 14-13 lead before Xiao levelled things up again.

Saysunee delivered when it mattered the most, sealing the winning point after a video call by the umpire.

It was Saysunee's third Paralympic gold and her seventh overall.

Saysunee won the gold medal in the epee category B event at the London Paralympics in 2012 and the Athens Games in 2004.

"This is my first medal at the Games and it is a gold!" said Saysunee, who will compete in four more events.

"Sabre is actually not my main event and to win gold on Thursday has kind of taken the pressure off.

"I can't believe I was able to keep my concentration at 14-14. Normally, I get too nervous when it's that close. In that last second, I made the right move and managed to pull it off."

Meanwhile, para table tennis player Rungroj Thainiyom progressed to the semi-finals of the men's singles MS6 event, guaranteeing himself a bronze medal -- his second of the Games.

Rungroj defeated Nigeria's Kayode Alabi 3-0 (11-7, 11-1, 11-6) in their quarter-final contest on Tuesday night.

He will face Denmark's Peter Rosenmeier in the semi-finals on Thursday.

Rungroj won a silver medal with Phisit Wangphonphathanasiri in the men's doubles MD14 event on Sunday.

Rungroj won gold in the event at London 2012, bronze at Rio 2016 and another bronze at Tokyo 2020.

Another Thai hopeful Wanchai Chaiwut also earned at least a bronze medal after reaching the semi-finals of the men's singles MS4 event on Wednesday.

He defeated Japan's Kazuki Shichino 3-1 (12-10, 6-11, 11-7, 11-8) in the quarter-finals.

[image: Rungroj Thainiyom in action. REUTERS MAJA SMIEJKOWSKA]
Rungroj Thainiyom in action. REUTERS MAJA SMIEJKOWSKA



The most successful Brit

Sarah Storey extended her record as the most successful British Paralympian on Wednesday, winning the women's C5 time trial at the Paris Games to claim her 18th gold medal.

It was 46-year-old Storey's 13th Paralympic gold medal in cycling, with the other five won in swimming. She overtook swimmer Mike Kenny's record of 16 Paralympic golds in Tokyo.

Storey completed the course in 20 minutes and 22.15 seconds, beating French silver medallist Heidi Gaugain by more than four seconds.

"I'm very happy. I am over the moon. But I know that there's always ways to improve things," Storey said. "This is the shortest Paralympic time trial we've ever had and I think it's a real shame because you don't get to showcase parasport in the way that you want to."

The win took Storey's total Paralympic medal tally to 29, with 16 being won in swimming between 1992-2004. bangok post/reuters
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                  European regulator orders Airbus A350 checks                

                One-time inspections recommended after Cathay Pacific incident, confirmed to have been an engine fire
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                                At least part of the Airbus A350 fleet will be inspected as a precautionary measure, Europe's aviation safety regulator said on Thursday, after an engine part failed during the flight of a Cathay Pacific A350-1000 passenger plane.
Barring fresh evidence as investigators examine the fuel system of a jet that was forced to return to Hong Kong on Monday, manufacturers had been leaning against recommending worldwide checks, sources told Reuters on Wednesday.

"We will require a one-time fleet inspection, which may be applicable only to a portion of the A350 fleet, in order to identify and remove from service any potentially compromised high-pressure fuel hoses," the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) said in a statement.

The agency was preparing to release an airworthiness directive with details of the inspection later on Thursday.

"We acknowledge the information provided by EASA and are working closely with (engine maker) Rolls-Royce and the authorities on the implementation of this precautionary measure," Airbus said in a statement.

Rolls-Royce did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

The EASA action marks the first official confirmation that an engine fire broke out in the incident at the start of this week, causing Flight CX383 to turn around and return to Hong Kong shortly after takeoff for Zurich.

"An A350-1041 aircraft operated by Cathay Pacific on flight CX383 from Hong Kong to Zurich experienced an in-flight engine fire shortly after take-off," EASA said, adding the fire was "promptly detected and extinguished".

The trouble was detected in a Rolls-Royce Trent XWB-97 engine that powers the A350-1000 model. 

Cathay Pacific has said that 15 of its 48 A350s had defective fuel hoses requiring replacement. It was targeting getting all of those jets back in service by Saturday. 

Japan Airlines finished checks on all five of its A350-1000s and found no issues. It also started undertaking checks on its 15 of the smaller A350-900 model, with 10 completed and cleared.

Thai Airways International said earlier that it had not detected any problems with its A350s.

Singapore Airlines, the largest operator globally of the A350 with 64 jets, said it started checks, and Etihad said on Thursday that it was undertaking inspections and had found no issues.


	Related: How airlines worldwide are responding
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                  B300 billion in state spending seen as a tonic                

                B10,000 handout and Vayupak Fund among vehicles that will get more money circulating
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                                The Ministry of Finance expects more than 300 billion baht in government funds will be injected into the economy during the final quarter this year, pushing GDP growth to the anticipated range of 2.7% to 3%.
According to Lavaron Sangsnit, the ministry's permanent secretary, the funding will come from four main sources, including an additional budget of 122 billion baht to fund the digital wallet handout. The initial distribution of funds, now expected to be in cash, will cover about 14 million people.

Investment in Vayupak Fund units should inject another 150 billion baht into the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) in October, he said.

More investment funding is expected from revamped units of the Thai ESG Fund, while the fiscal 2025 expenditure budget of 3.75 trillion baht, which starts on Oct 1, should lead to several disbursements from October to December, said Mr Lavaron.

He said the Vayupak Fund would proceed as planned, with the investment prospectus to be issued on Sept 10, detailing the guaranteed minimum and maximum returns for investors.

Retail investors can subscribe to investment units between Sept 16 and 20, while institutional investors can subscribe from Sept 18-20, said Mr Lavaron.

Payment for subscribed units is due from Sept 25-27, he said.

The Vayupak Fund is scheduled to start investing in the SET on Oct 1, with trading expected to begin by Oct 10.

Pornchai Thiraveja, director-general of the Fiscal Policy Office (FPO), said the injection in the fourth quarter offers an upside for the economy, potentially pushing economic growth this year to between 2.7% and 3%, depending on various factors.

For instance, if the 122 billion baht for the stimulus, at 10,000 baht per person, is fully spent by the end of the year, GDP could be increased by 0.3 percentage points, he said. However, if not all funds are spent within the year, the contribution to GDP could be a rise of 0.2 points.

On July 26, the FPO forecast the economy would grow by 2.7% this year, up from 1.9% in 2023, driven mainly by the service and tourism sectors.

During the second quarter this year, positive economic signals included continued growth in real value-added tax collection over the first two quarters of 2024 and a 26.3% increase in foreign tourist arrivals year-on-year.

The government now forecasts at least 36 million foreign arrivals this year with average spending of 47,000 baht per person per trip.

The National Economic and Social Development Council on Aug 19 predicted GDP growth would be between 2.3% and 2.8% for 2024.
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                  Foreign e-commerce firms told to open Thai offices                

                Requirement is among measures being taken to come to grips with flood of cheap imports
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                                Foreign e-commerce operators will be required to set up registered offices in Thailand under the digital platform service law, according to the Electronic Transactions Development Agency (ETDA).
The agency plans to issue the required notification after consulting with the Department of Trade Negotiations to ensure it does not breach any trade pacts, said executive director Chaichana Mitrpant.

The ETDA is one of a number of state agencies taking action against the flood of cheap products from China flowing into the country, available via e-commerce platforms operating in Thailand.

The digital platform service law requires operators of a certain specified size seeking to do business in Thailand to provide key information to the ETDA before they can start operating.

The agency plans to add a clause to the law obliging them to register in Thailand.

Mr Chaichana said the Chinese e-commerce behemoth Temu already had its subsidiary in Singapore register with the ETDA as a digital platform operator.

More than 1,400 digital platform service operators have complied with the law.

Visanu Vongsinsirikul, secretary-general of the Trade Competition Commission of Thailand, said the commission is monitoring business conduct and risky business behaviour.

If any business is found to have engaged in risky or unfair trade practices, such as predatory pricing or selling products for less than cost, the agency will take action against them, he said.

If a violation is determined, business may face both criminal and administrative penalties, including imprisonment for up to two years, fines of up to 10% of annual revenue, or both.

Pawoot Pongvitayapanu, a local e-commerce pioneer, said the Thai government should carry out in-depth assessments on the impact from cheap imported items.

In addition, he said policymakers should utilise the Traffy Fondue city management platform to allow citizens to report problems concerning the influx of cheap imported items, tracking the progress of how the problems are solved.

Mr Pawoot said the flood of cheap items was a serious issue that requires an impact evaluation, comparing conditions before and after measures are implemented.

The cabinet recently decided to revoke the value-added tax (VAT) exemption for imported goods valued at less than 1,500 baht, starting from July 5.

The goal was to create tax equity between imported goods, especially those imported from China, and domestically produced goods, particularly from small and medium-sized enterprises.

Thanawat Malabuppa, honorary president of the Thai E-Commerce Association, said it would now be up to policymakers to enforce the rule by making e-commerce operators collect the tax.

Kulthirath Pakawachkrilers, president of the association, said the government should prioritise supporting Thai products and local sellers.

"While we remain open to foreign investment, we advocate for fair competition and the promotion of Thai products, both domestically and globally," she said.

"This approach will help support and sustain Thai products on the international stage."
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                  Thai stocks and baht jump on cabinet news                

                Investors reassured by signs of policy continuity, say analysts
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                                Thai stocks climbed by the most since March last year, with the baht also rallying on optimism over policy continuity after the formation of the new government.
The benchmark Stock Exchange of Thailand Index advanced as much as 2.9%, with packaging, information and technology, and petrochemical companies leading the gains.

The index closed up 38.79 points, or 2.84% from the day before, at 1,404.28, with heavy turnover worth 81.7 billion baht -- about double the average of recent weeks.

The SET Index has not finished a week above 1,400 points since the second week of January. 

The baht rose as much as 1.5% against the US dollar to 33.69 -- the strongest level since May last year.

A strengthening local currency will make Thai stocks more alluring for dollar-based investors. So far this month, foreign investors are still net sellers of Thai shares. For the year to date they are net sellers of 127.4 billion baht.

Global funds have poured $133 million into Thai bonds in September so far, the third straight month of net foreign inflows.

Thai assets have also been boosted by the signs that the US Federal Reserve is ready to start cutting interest rates when it meets next week.

As well, political risk is seen as easing following the appointment of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra and her cabinet.

"There is an increasing confidence from investors," said Tareck Horchani, head of prime brokerage dealing at Maybank Securities. "After government deliberation on policy, they can start the cash handout policy and other stimulus measures."

The handout policy, involving 10,000 baht to be given to eligible Thais over age 16, is expected to start this month. Initially, it is possible that only the most needy will receive the money, and it will be in the form of cash. Distribution of digital money to millions more people could come later.

Investors are also optimistic about the creation of a new Vayupak Fund by the government to invest in local shares to prop up the market.
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                  Thailand to move ahead with casinos plan, official says                

                80% of those attending public hearing agree with casino plan
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                                The government will move ahead with plans for a mega entertainment complex that would house casinos in Thailand, Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said on Thursday.
A public hearing has concluded and 80% of those who attended agreed with the plan, Mr Julapun said.

Mr Julapun, a key member of the coalition-core Pheu Thai Party, said the public hearing was organised for concerned parties to discuss the entertainment complex bill drafted by the Ministry of Finance. The bill will legalise entertainment complexes of which casinos will form a part.

The bill would be adjusted to include useful content from participants' remarks during the hearing, he said.

The revised bill would be submitted to the cabinet for coalition parties to decide whether to support it. If they express their support, the bill will proceed to the Council of State for scrutiny before being proposed to the House of Representatives, the deputy minister added.

Most forms of gambling are currently illegal in the kingdom, though underground betting is rampant. State-controlled horse races and an official lottery are permitted.
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The Finance Ministry study last month showed that the government's proposed entertainment complex project, which includes a casino, is expected to attract primarily Thai gamblers, accounting for up to 90% of customers.

According to a Finance Ministry source, companies seeking a concession for an entertainment complex must be limited or public limited companies with registered capital of at least 10 billion baht.

These companies must obtain a licence from the Entertainment Complex Policy Committee.

A licence lasts 30 years and may be renewed for up to 10 years at a time. The licence fee is 5 billion baht per licence, with an annual fee of 1 billion baht.

The casino entrance fee for Thais will not exceed 5,000 baht per person, according to the source.

Several administrations have pushed to legalise gambling before to try to boost jobs and state revenues and draw more foreign tourists. However, each attempt met pushback from conservatives in the Buddhist majority country.

Pheu Thai has argued Thailand has fallen behind its neighbours in the gaming industry. Thaksin Shinawatra, father of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, is widely seen as a major force behind her government.

In a dinner speech last month, Thaksin stressed on the potential benefits from regulating and taxing online gambling and formalising the larger underground economy. 

In Southeast Asia, Cambodia, Singapore, Myanmar and the Philippines have legalised casinos, some of which are located on the other side of Thailand's borders, catering overwhelmingly to Thai and Chinese customers, many on weekend junkets.
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	Read more: Chinese offshore gambling workers to lose Philippine visas


              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2860006/thailand-to-move-ahead-with-casinos-plan-official-says



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Inflation up in August, below forecast                
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                                Thailand's annual headline inflation rate slowed in August, as food prices rose and energy prices fell, the Commerce Ministry said on Thursday, and remained below the Bank of Thailand's (BoT) target range of 1% to 3%.
The headline consumer price index (CPI) rose 0.35% in August from a year earlier, after July's annual increase of 0.83%, to come in just under a forecast rise of 0.40% in a Reuters poll.

Inflation is expected to pick up in September, the ministry said.

The core CPI, which excludes volatile food and energy prices, increased 0.62% in August from a year earlier, just above a forecast rise of 0.55% in the poll.

In the January-August period, average annual headline inflation was 0.15%, with core inflation at 0.44%.

According to minutes of the central bank's monetary policy meeting on Aug 21, Thailand's current inflation target range of 1% to 3% has been effective in anchoring expectations and in handling price shocks.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira and BoT governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput will meet this month to open negotiations on an inflation target for 2025, with the government seeking a new goal as it seeks an interest rate cut.
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                  Solutions sought for huge oil fund debt                

                Plagued by losses following years of subsidies, the Oil Fuel Fund Office wants to focus on targeted assistance
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                                Regulating oil and gas prices by offering subsidies from the Oil Fuel Fund for five years has left the Oil Fuel Fund Office (Offo) with huge losses and substantial debt.
Authorities want to improve the fund's liquidity, mainly by amending the 2019 Offo Act to better deal with the financial burdens caused by oil and gas price subsidies.

Offo commissioned Thammasat University to look into issues adversely affecting the fund and to devise possible amendments, addressing the consequences of global oil price volatility as Thailand transitions to a low-carbon society.

What changes should be made to the Offo Act?

One proposal is to limit the number of people eligible for price subsidies in order to better manage the rapidly diminishing fund, according to energy authorities and analysts.

Offo is considering revising its energy price subsidy programmes to focus on groups who desperately need the help, rather than implementing universal schemes.

The focus should include street food vendors, truck drivers carrying goods, and public transport operators, according to the proposal.

National oil and gas conglomerate PTT Plc, the country's sole gas seller, already adopted the idea of only helping certain groups of people. The company subsidises compressed natural gas prices for taxi and public bus operators.

Pornchai Jirakulpisan, head of policy and strategy at Offo, said the office aims to help only specific groups of people in the future, allowing it to avoid the huge debt incurred after granting universal subsidies, especially in 2022.

The proposal was supported by energy analysts who aired their opinions during a public hearing on the Offo Act, co-organised by Thammasat University and Offo.

Authorities should target certain groups of people for assistance, including low-income earners such as motorcycle taxis and tuk-tuk drivers, as not all fuel users need state subsidies, said an oil trader working for a foreign energy firm.

The government must also come up with a clearer definition of a "fuel price crisis" to determine when subsidies for domestic fuel prices are justified, said the trader.

Input from the public hearing will be considered by authorities in amending the Offo Act, according to the office.

Why was the fund drained so quickly?

Authorities point the finger at the surge in global oil and gas prices in 2022, following the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and the global oil price fluctuations since 2023, which led former premier Srettha Thavisin to authorise fuel price subsidies for diesel and liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), which is used as cooking gas.

Before the war, officials had cash on hand of more than 30 billion baht in the fund. The government spent a huge amount subsidising domestic fuel prices, costing the fund 130 billion baht in 2022.

Offo sought a loan worth 105 billion baht to clear its debt, which was only enough to pay interest of 150-200 million baht a month.

The loan was granted in 2022 and runs through October of this year.

Authorities are committed to paying the principal, valued at 1 billion baht, in November this year.

Despite the significant financial burden, fuel price subsidy programmes seem to persist indefinitely, as policymakers often extend the subsidies beyond their expiration dates, said the oil trader at the hearing.

Authorities need to find a balance between subsidies and stabilising the fund to better control spending, said Bunchon Songsamphant, director for tax collection standards at the Excise Department, at the hearing.

In addition to seeking loans, Offo collects levies from gasohol users to support the subsidies.

These levies led to debates over fairness as gasoline users pay high taxes to subsidise diesel and LPG prices, said Rosana Tositrakul, a former Bangkok senator who monitors state energy policy, at the hearing.

At present, buyers of gasohol 91 and 95 pay 4.2 baht a litre as a levy and 5.85 baht a litre for excise tax through the fund, said Ms Rosana.

Gasohol 91 and 95 are blended with 10% ethanol. The numbers 91 and 95 indicate their octane ratings.

Gasoline users should receive some return from their high levy and tax payments, she suggested.

What are the impacts of energy price subsidies other than financial shortfalls?

Environmentally, subsidising energy prices for a long time could hamper efforts to promote efficient energy consumption, part of climate change campaigns, said energy analysts.

If policymakers prolong energy price subsidies, people will be less concerned about saving energy and ways to improve energy consumption, according to Praipol Koomsup, an economist at Thammasat University who was an assistant to former energy minister Narongchai Akrasanee.

Low fossil fuel prices for a prolonged period could slow efforts to deal with climate change, said Mr Praipol, calling into question when Thailand will achieve carbon neutrality, a balance between carbon dioxide emissions and absorption.

This means the long-term impact of price subsidies on people's energy consumption habits should be a concern, he said.

If people are told to prioritise efforts for energy efficiency, yet the government subsidises fossil fuel prices, energy saving campaigns are unlikely to be convincing, said a former energy executive who requested anonymity.

The lower the energy prices, the higher energy usage will be, said the executive. In contrast, without subsidies people tend to become more aware of their energy usage.
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                                Tellscore Co Ltd, a Thai influencer marketing platform, values the local content creator market at 45 billion baht this year, up by 25-30% year-on-year, with surges in news, science, education and family content.
Suvita Charanwong, chief executive and co-founder of Tellscore, said Thailand's economy is sluggish but the public and private sectors are addressing this challenge by leveraging digital media platforms to create impactful marketing campaigns.

Beauty, tourism, gastronomy and finance are among the sectors spending the most on influencers, with lower spending by the real estate sector due to the slowdown in the property market.

She said the emergence of content creators in the country will provide more opportunities for the private sector to find the right influencers who can promote the products and services for brands and agencies.

"As the number of content creators grows, the challenge remains on how content creators can attract large viewership, how to differentiate themselves from others, and how to encourage viewers to engage with them in organic ways," said Ms Suvita.

There are around 200 million content creators worldwide, or about 3% of the global population, according to Linktree statistics.

Ms Suvita said there are an estimated 9 million content creators in Thailand, spanning a wide variety of audiences.

Apart from science, education and family content creators, the number of news content creators is also rising, as Thai news organisations are more open to their staff creating personal online channels, she said.

"We saw this rising trend since last year as the news content creators have distinct characteristics of delivering precise communication and eloquence in public speaking," said Ms Suvita.

According to INSG data, an online media platform for brands, creators and social media professionals, micro-influencers number heavily every influencer tier in Thailand in 2024.

Ms Suvita said the rate card for micro-influencers in Thailand, who have less than 20,000 followers across platforms, is roughly 4,000-5,000 baht per content.

The rate card for influencers who have more than 100,000 followers across platforms could reach more than 10,000 baht per content.

For famous influencers with more than 250,000 followers, the rate card could reach 100,000 baht and above per content, she said.
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                  Sugar production ample despite effects of drought                
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                                Domestic sugar supply was sufficient to serve demand in the industrial and household sectors this year, with total consumption tallying 1.27 million tonnes in the first half, says the Office of the Cane and Sugar Board (OCSB).
Sugar cane output is declining in Thailand and other countries because of drought, but officials are confident the country will not face a sugar shortage, said Virit Viseshindh, secretary-general of the OCSB.

"We believe there will be sufficient sugar for the domestic market in the 2023-24 crop year, with the amount of sugar cane expected to increase in the next crop year," he said.

In the 2023-24 crop year, sugar cane output tallied 82.1 million tonnes, resulting in the production of 8.8 million tonnes of sugar, part of which will be exported.

Khon Kaen Sugar Industry Plc (KSL) expects sugar cane output to increase to 90-100 million tonnes in the 2024-25 crop year.

The crops are scheduled to be delivered for crushing at sugar mills between November this year and April 2025.

This should result in the production of 9-10 million tonnes of sugar, said Chalush Chinthammit, president of KSL.

There are 57 sugar factories in Thailand.

Domestic sugar prices are controlled by the Commerce Ministry, currently ranging from 27-28 baht per kilogramme.

The impact of drought on sugar cane plantations in many countries has reduced global supply, driving up sugar prices on the world market by around 30%.

During the first half of this year, global sugar prices were 25-26 cents per pound, which was the highest level in 12 years, according to KSL.

Brazil, the world's largest sugar producer, slowed production of ethanol from sugar cane since April to use the crops to produce more sugar, aiming to benefit from the higher prices.
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                  Singha Estate sells 56 rai to Taiwan firm                

                Sale boosts smart electronics industry
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                                SET-listed Singha Estate has sold 56 rai of industrial land in Ang Thong to a Taiwanese printed circuit board (PCB) manufacturer, which could pave the way for further development of the smart electronics industry in Thailand.
The land purchase, made by Unitech PCB (Thailand), could help Thailand become a key electronics component manufacturer and play a role in supporting related industries, such as data centres, said Thitima Rungkwansiriroj, chief executive of Singha Estate.

The land for Unitech PCB's factory is in S Industrial Estate Angthong in Chaiyo district. The company wants to make high-density interconnect boards, a type of PCB.

Mrs Thitima was speaking after the land deal between S Industrial Estate Co and Unitech PCB (Thailand) was finalised.

S Industrial Estate Co is a subsidiary of Singha Estate.

"The investment will enable Unitech PCB [Thailand] to boost its production capacity and make products to support S-curve industries," she said.

Thailand is promoting the development of 12 targeted S-curve industries, including smart electronics and new-generation cars in the Eastern Economic Corridor, which spans parts of Chon Buri, Rayong and Chachoengsao.

PCB manufacturing is increasing in Thailand, following the government's plan to encourage business people to invest in the country, especially in electric vehicles and their supply chain.

Geopolitical conflicts are also causing foreign firms to consider expanding their businesses into Southeast Asia, including Thailand.

Lawrence Chang, chairman of Unitech PCB (Thailand), said his company selected S Industrial Estate Angthong because it is a prime location, not far from Bangkok.

This facilitates goods transport and ensures long-term cost efficiency, he said.

S Industrial Estate Angthong, which covers 1,790 rai of land, is located along a section of Asia Highway in Ang Thong province.

"We are honoured to invest in the S Industrial Estate Angthong to establish our first PCB manufacturing facility in Thailand. This represents a significant advancement in our company's growth," said Mr Chang.
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									Protesting ethically for the planet								

															

																Climate protesters have disrupted the tennis at Wimbledon, thrown tomato soup at the glass protecting famous paintings, sprayed orange powder on Stonehenge, and blocked traffic. In response, European governments have been cracking down on environmental protesters with detentions and fines, and, in one case, with a five-year prison sentence for advocating civil disobedience in a Zoom call.
Whether a protest is ethical is distinct from whether it is legal. As Martin Luther King, Jr argued in his "Letter from a Birmingham Jail", protesters who engage in civil disobedience show their respect for the law when they behave nonviolently and accept the penalty that the law imposes.

We agree that nonviolence is a crucial element in an ethical protest and that protesters who live in a democracy with safeguards against excessive penalties for nonviolent political actions should be willing to accept the penalty that the law imposes. But what counts as an excessive penalty depends on how much inconvenience protesters can ethically inflict on the public.

We suggest adapting the internationally recognised principle of proportionality in war. That principle prohibits military actions when the harm to civilians is disproportionate to the military advantage gained. To target a single enemy commander while foreseeing that the method used will kill hundreds of innocent civilians is wrong.

Applying this approach to nonviolent protests in liberal democracies has four aspects. First, a "protest proportionality principle" should attempt to balance the annoyance to others against the number of citizens protesting. If a million people join a protest march, it is inevitable that they will fill the street, stopping traffic.

Princeton University professor Zeynep Tufekci is correct that contemporary mass protests have lost gravitas because social media has made them so much easier to organise. Instead of investing years building bonds between like-minded individuals and then leveraging such grassroots efforts to culminate in a national protest, organisers can simply send a tweet with a time and place to meet.

Yet such ease of communication does not invalidate the difference between five protesters and 500,000. People still have to be willing to give up their time and make the effort to turn out. Vast numbers of protesters tell a democracy that something may be fundamentally wrong (though it is also possible the protesters are wrong).

The second component of the protest proportionality principle is the importance of the issue relative to the inconvenience caused. Just because protesters are few in number does not necessarily make their actions wrong. The art-targeting climate activists are trying to spur us to action against a slow-motion crisis that has already harmed millions, and without drastic action, will alter our planet's climate in ways that harm billions. Even a small chance of waking people up to the need for change outweighs the disappointment of many tourists who are temporarily unable to see the Mona Lisa.

Of course, protesters tend to believe that their cause is crucial. If they are wrong, the protest may be unethical, even if it causes only minor inconvenience.

The third consideration is whether activists intend to inflict significant inconvenience or seek to minimise disruption. Protesters feel they are trapped in an activist's dilemma: the easiest way to gain publicity is to protest in a disruptive way that might turn public opinion against their cause. To break through the media fog, they believe they must cause mass inconvenience.

It can be hard to think of creative ways to let others know about injustice without disturbing their lives, but it can be done. Instead of disrupting a Christmas tree lighting for kids, protesters could hold a rogue tree-planting event in a public park. The originality of such a protest could go viral, while also ensuring that any response by bureaucrats, such as removing the newly planted trees, would only add to the media coverage.

Intentionally inflicting inconvenience is not necessarily unethical; it must be weighed in relation to the other protest proportionality factors, including who is being inconvenienced. This is the fourth factor.

A dozen climate protesters blocking thousands of people from driving their kids to school or going to work is more ethically worrisome than disrupting the routine of those with the power to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

It is more ethical to inconvenience politicians and bureaucrats in their official capacity than the public. For democracies to function, public officials must know the views of citizens. Yet protesters need to consider the importance of the services to be disrupted. Interrupting a politicians' meeting with corporate lobbyists is easier to justify than blocking the provision of public services.

The principle of proportionality will never yield precise answers. Yet ethical considerations remain vital. Unethical activism, even when nonviolent, can easily spur counter-protests that spiral into violence. The principle of proportionality can serve as a useful guide to the factors that protesters should consider, enabling us to defend the right to protest while also specifying protesters' ethical responsibilities. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Peter Singer, Founder of the organisation The Life You Can Save, is Emeritus Professor of Bioethics at Princeton University. Martin Skladany is Professor of Law at Penn State.
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									Thaksin's 'vision' might be outdated								

															

																This article is not meant to diminish the brilliance of the spiritual leader of the Pheu Thai Party, former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra. It is to demonstrate that, despite his immense knowledge and vast experience, Thailand's current economic problems are caused by structural deficiencies and cannot be resolved by traditional stimulus measures. One needs a good understanding of economic principles to approach the problems correctly.
This article serves as the opening of a three-part article, the three parts being (1) problems with Thaksin's vision, (2) the zombie Thai banking system, and (3) the need for a paradigm shift.

Thaksin's vision shows that, even as experienced as he is, he has misjudged the changing big picture of the Thai economy and seems to rely on traditional solutions. The reliance on a traditional model of fiscal and monetary stimuli has seen government after government fail to push the Thai economy forward, resulting in lower growth rates than our peers. Thai Q2 2024 GDP growth of 2.3% (already a pumped-up figure) is lower than the 2.9% of Singapore, not to mention the 6.3% growth in the same quarter in the Philippines.

If one may describe an economy as having "upstream, midstream and downstream" models, the banking system is the upstream of an economy as it provides necessary liquidity to the entire economy. The production sector is the midstream and consumption sector is the downstream. Banks provide money, factories produce, and consumers consume. If the flow is smooth, an economy should grow healthily. Economics is not at all complicated.

In Thailand today, we have big problems with the upstream. Pivate credit contracted for the first time in two decades in Q2 2024 with a contraction of 31 billion baht. In the month of July, the contraction doubled to 62 billion baht. No wonder the midstream and downstream are in a shambles. The zombie Thai banking system will be analysed in the next article.

The final article of the series -- need for a paradigm shift -- is a critical one. The article will show that the Thai economy is in "diminishing returns to scale" mode and no fiscal or monetary stimulus policy will be effective in pushing the economy up. Therefore, tools like the digital wallet scheme will not be worth it.

On Aug 22, Thaksin gave a talk on the topic "Vision for Thailand". Undoubtedly, it was a much-anticipated event as everybody wanted to hear his ideas on how to resolve Thailand's current economic slump. According to an article in the Bangkok Post dated Aug 23, there were 15 key visions.

To me, what Thaksin did not say is equally important to what he did say. In his vision, he did not mention two important game-changing projects -- the Land Bridge and the Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC).

The EEC is the flagship project of former prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha's Thailand 4.0 vision. The project cost was US$47 billion (1.6 trillion baht) and was designed to propel Thailand towards high-tech industry like Malaysia. The project is half-done. Now, it is probably half-dead.

Former PM Srettha Thavisin's landmark Land Bridge project, which aims to establish Thailand as a marine transportation hub, was also not mentioned. Why? Isn't this a Pheu Thai Party project?

These two missing megaprojects are evidence that Thailand does not have a firm development strategy. Whatever projects the government is supporting could be completely ignored by the next one.

I will not revisit the digital wallet as I have written about it too many times. I remember I wrote that, owing to funding difficulties, the scheme could be reduced to cash distribution to welfare card holders. Even though the government still insists it will later extend the handout to full coverage, the issue of "finding the money" is still valid.

I do not think Thaksin is in full agreement with this scheme due to its legal and funding risks. He is too smart for that. But a campaign promise is a campaign promise.

Thaksin seems to misunderstand the issue of the impact on GDP on legalising underground economic activities. According to information given in his talk, the underground economy is estimated to be 50% of GDP or about 9 trillion baht. Once legalised, Thai GDP will expand accordingly. That is incorrect.

As long as the underground economy uses Thai baht for transactions, underground activities are already fully accounted for in the current GDP. Legalising them would add nothing to the size of the GDP. Let me give two examples of a security guard at an illegal gambling den and the owner of an illegal gambling website.

The security guard gets paid 20,000 baht a month with gambling money. He then uses that salary to pay rent, utility bills, transportation costs, meals, etc. His 20,000 baht paid from an illegal source would then be recorded properly in GDP accounts.

An online gambling boss earns 20 million baht in profit. He then deposits that money in banks, which use his deposits to issue a loan to a normal business to build a factory. His illegal 20 million baht would then become legal and gets recorded in GDP as private investment. Legalising online gambling would not boost GDP.

This is my own observation. The underground economy launders its illegal money through informal loans. Depositing too much money in banks could pose the risk of being reported to authorities. The total amount of informal loans outstanding is about 450 billion baht. Who in Thailand has that amount of money to finance such large operations, except bosses in the underworld?

A gambling tax is a different issue. Does the government really want tax income from gambling?

His most interesting view is household debt restructuring and haircuts. Great idea and it should be implemented. The question is: who would bear the cost of the haircuts? Outstanding household debt is 16 trillion baht. If there should be a 20% haircut, the cost would be 3.2 trillion baht. Thaksin suggests halving the Financial Institutions Development Fund (FIDF) contribution fee from 0.46% to 0.23%.

Unfortunately, he was incorrectly informed that the fee is 1 trillion baht per year. Therefore, such a fee would pay off the haircut cost in about six years. The fact is that banks' annual contributions to FIDF are only 60 billion baht, not 1 trillion baht. Halving the amount would pay off the haircut cost in 106.7 years.

This is a nice idea, but haircut loss management must be more realistic.

Entertainment complex? Investors better make sure that the complex is up and running while this current government is still in office. The next government might not support the project, just as this government gives no importance to the EEC or Land Bridge schemes.

His other visions are not so hot as we have heard them before like industrial restructuring, bureaucratic reform, a financial hub, enhancing tourism potential. All nice, but nothing mind-boggling.

Thaksin's visions are to be commended. However, they missed the bull's eye of Thailand's economic problems. See my next two articles, and readers will understand why I say that.

Chartchai Parasuk, PhD, is a freelance economist.
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																With a Shinawatra returning to Government House, seeing the lavishing upgrade in the 30-baht universal healthcare coverage (UHC) is unsurprising. Nicknamed "the Gold Card" public healthcare system, it was conceived in 2002 under a Thai Rak Thai-led government with Thaksin Shinawatra as prime minister.
From Tuesday, the public can go to drugstores affiliated with the National Health Security Office (NHSO) to consult with pharmacists and receive free medicines for treating 32 common illnesses, such as headaches, skin disease, insomnia, and gum infections. The latest update is just a minor enhancement to this medical welfare benefit.

Successive governments, including two juntas and a Democrat-led cabinet, have also updated the scheme, allowing cardholders to receive treatment at any state hospital and extending coverage to kidney dialysis, cancer treatment and even sex change operations.

The public and political parties have welcomed better medical welfare, but it does take proper financial backing and acknowledgement that each improvement adds to the workload of the public healthcare system. Indeed, medical doctors in state hospitals have long complained that they are on their last legs as politicians upgrade services covered in the scheme.

Meanwhile, the NHSO received only 200 billion baht -- 3% of the total fiscal budget -- to care for 48 million people who depend on the UHC. The funds given are insufficient. It can only provide a per capita budget of 3,988 baht. It is little wonder that so many state hospitals suffer financial problems.

For example, Khon Kaen University's Srinagarind Hospital said the hospital makes about 100 million baht in losses every year due to a daily overload of patients after the number of patients has increased by 400%, especially after the launch of the scheme's "cancer everywhere" policy.

The stress on public hospitals is so severe that some say the UHC is at risk of collapsing unless there is a major financial overhaul.

In October last year, the National Health System Development Committee was formed, with Paetongtarn Shinawatra as deputy chair, to save the UHC from existential crisis and financial collapse. The question is how far these politicians can push the envelope to reform public health at a fundamental level.

The original concept of the UHC has changed over time. It should have been the only healthcare system providing medical welfare for everyone. Under this model, the financial resources would come from three sources: the fiscal budget and transferred money from the Civil Servants' Welfare System and the Social Security System.

However, the Civil Servants' Welfare System and Social Security System -- the only funds members need to pay monthly contributions -- have not joined the UHC. The challenge is how the policymakers can convince these two funds to join. The Civil Servants' Welfare System provides many more benefits. At the same time, members of the Social Security Fund have complained of inferior service as this fund also has to provide welfare services such as retirement, job loss or maternity leave.

That said policy, policymakers must be creative in tuning the system to entice all recipients. The Pheu Thai-led government needs to fix the UHC's financial situation. Without a better financing system, its medical welfare will be unsustainable and risk falling apart.
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																Last October, the European Commission adopted a new roadmap to fight drug trafficking and organised crime, one of the most serious security threats facing the bloc. For obvious reasons, European Union policymakers did not invite cartel members to help design and develop this strategy; asking for input from criminal networks would have only made it easier for them to continue operating with impunity.
But when it comes to regulating the digital transformation and artificial intelligence, both of which pose myriad risks, policymakers are doing the opposite. They are collaborating with Big Tech firms such as Meta (Facebook), Alphabet (Google), Amazon, Apple, and Microsoft, even though their executives have demonstrated a brazen willingness to create dangerous tools and harm users to maximise profits.

For example, national, regional, and international "working groups", "expert groups", and "advisory boards" that include representatives from Big Tech companies are preparing proposals to regulate the digital transformation and AI. Beyond that, some initiatives and conferences on this topic are funded by the very companies those endeavours aim to regulate.

The threats posed by digital systems are complex and far-reaching. New technologies are dramatically widening global inequality, and tech giants have emerged as massive energy users, with serious implications for climate change and the environment. Perhaps most worrying are the near-constant violations of the right to privacy, owing to the lack of data security or protections against surveillance. It is standard industry practice for vast amounts of data to be collected and sold to the highest bidder. As a result, digital platforms seem to know us better than we know ourselves, and life online is awash in economic and political manipulation.

Moreover, algorithmic manipulation and disinformation have already been shown to threaten the proper functioning of democracy. Ahead of the 2016 presidential election in the United States, for example, the political consulting firm Cambridge Analytica harvested information from as many as 87 million Facebook users in an attempt to sway voters. The company and its affiliates had already likewise misused data to try to influence the United Kingdom's Brexit vote.

More recently, the rapid development of large language models such as OpenAI's ChatGPT has opened up new avenues for fraud, including through audio and visual deepfakes that can destroy reputations. LLMs have also facilitated the spread of fake news, a scourge that is most acutely felt in democracies, where a flood of AI-generated content threatens to drown out quality journalism and destabilise entire countries within a few hours (as happened with the recent far-right riots in the UK). Moreover, the same strategies can be used to hoodwink consumers.

But that is not all: the use of social media has been associated with significant mental health harm for young people. And many in the field have expressed concern about the disruptive impact that AI-enabled cyberattacks and autonomous weapons could have on international peace and security, not to mention the existential risks.

Big Tech firms have consistently shown little concern about harming people and violating their rights. In 2021, a whistleblower provided documents showing that Facebook knew that its algorithms and platforms promoted damaging content but failed to deploy meaningful countermeasures. That should come as no surprise: studies have found that users spend more time online when expressing hate, anger, and rage.

Despite its unwillingness to police itself, Big Tech wants to help devise regulations for the digital sphere and AI. Giving these firms a seat at the table is ironic and tragic. Governments and the international community are allowing these behemoths to dominate the process of establishing a new global regulatory framework and oversight mechanisms. But entrusting those who profit from the sector's fundamental problems is a dangerous mistake.

The good news is that there are plenty of independent experts and academics who can provide valuable input about how best to regulate the development and use of AI and other digital technologies. Of course, the private sector must be involved in such policymaking processes, but not more than other stakeholders.

Technological innovation should no longer serve only the interests of a few multinational corporations. To ensure a sustainable future in which everyone can lead dignified and prosperous lives, policymakers must not allow tech giants to steer the regulation of digital platforms and emerging AI applications. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Peter G. Kirchschlager, Professor of Ethics and Director of the Institute of Social Ethics at the University of Lucerne, is a visiting professor at ETH Zurich.
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																How do you heal hardcore young criminals and turn them into active citizens? Ask Thicha Nanakorn -- she has the answer.
To witness her success, visit Ban Kanchanapisek, where nearly 2,000 convicted youths under her care over the past 20 years have never returned to their old ways.

However, the new boss of the Department of Juvenile Observation and Protection does not seem to appreciate her work and has let her go, citing budget cuts. This raises questions about the leadership and vision of this agency, which oversees 21 juvenile detention centres in Thailand, most of which operate as prisons rife with violence rather than rehabilitative centres.

Many believe those higher may not want to see Ms Thicha around, given her straightforwardness and open criticism of authoritarian culture, power relationships at every level, corruption, and social injustice.

Ms Thicha has lent her sympathy to young jailed activists for their stance on Section 112, the lese majeste law. She was upset that many of those in positions of power, especially ex-student activists from the 1970s who are now cabinet ministers, ignored the young activists' grievances. She showed solidarity with the late activist Netiporn Saneysangkhom, who died on hunger strike while in jail.

Pa Mon remains steadfast in her stance against authoritarianism. "If you cannot stand up for your beliefs, that is a life without self-respect, and I cannot live with that life."

Established in 2003 to mark the 50th anniversary of King Bhumibol Adulyadej's accession to the throne, Ban Kanchanapisek aimed to reduce repeat offences among young convicts and serve as a model for other centres. Ms Thicha, known as Pa Mon (Auntie Mon), a distinguished social worker and human rights advocate, has led the centre since its inception.

The secret to Ban Kanchanapisek's success? Her answer: "Keep it as free from state bureaucracy as much as possible."

Unlike other detention centres, Ban Kanchanapisek lacks high fences and prison uniforms and allows members to help set their own rules. New arrivals have their handcuffs removed and are welcomed with a hug from Pa Mon. They can choose their clothes and hairstyles. No more prison uniforms, no more shaved heads, no more dehumanisation.

While many see these young offenders as irredeemable, Pa Mon views them as victims of broken homes and inadequate welfare, further harmed by a harsh, authoritarian school culture that erodes their self-esteem.

"The Education Ministry reports about 100,000 school dropouts each year, while the Justice Ministry sees nearly 50,000 new young offenders annually," Pa Mon noted.

"When school gates close, prison doors open. To reduce the number of young offenders, we must fix the authoritarian school system," she stressed.

"No one is born a criminal. They are products of their environment. Lacking love and trust, they don't know how to love and trust others. But we can help them to transcend alienation and regain faith in humanity -- and in themselves."

Removing handcuffs and prison uniforms is just the beginning of restoring identity, self-esteem, and the ability to make appropriate judgements. She also used various other tools to guide them through self-reflection, empathy, critical thinking, and emotional healing.

"Many call it a miracle, but it's really hard work," she said. "Our methods take at least 18 months to show results, but they work anywhere if you respect their rights and believe in their inherent goodness, no matter how dark their past. That goodness will shine again if given the light -- and you must be that light."

One youth reflected in his diary, "Being able to walk around freely and being called by my name, no longer faceless and nameless, makes me feel like a new person."

Many wonder why Ban Kanchanapisek does not focus on vocational training. "Because it doesn't reduce repeat offences. What the kids need is a new mindset and life skills to start afresh," she explained.

The centre helps by showing them examples of people who've overcome severe challenges, proving they, too, can succeed.

Daily diaries help youths reflect and articulate their thoughts, while group discussions on current events and social issues foster empathy and critical thinking. Sharing personal thoughts also helps them open up while helping supervisors better understand each one individually.

The impact deepens during movie hours on social issues, followed by group discussions and personal reflections.

Pa Mon also takes the youths to activities like a Mu Kata barbecue buffet to build trust and restore self-esteem.

When natural disasters or emergencies occur, and the kids express a desire to volunteer as rescue workers, Pa Mon fully supports them. They take pride in their work as their sense of responsibility and compassion deepens.

Weekly family visits and shared cooking sessions foster a sense of normalcy. When issues arise, they work together to find solutions, developing important skills in listening and consensus-building.

Recognising that many of the youths' emotional wounds stem from family issues, Pa Mon initiated sessions for them and their parents to address these problems. "This process is crucial for healing both sides," she said.

Changing the entrenched prison culture wasn't easy. As an outsider with a different philosophy, Pa Mon faced resistance from staff from day one. Under her leadership, violence was eliminated, surveillance gear removed, and welfare packages introduced. Those who could not adapt left, while the rest found new pride in their roles, shifting from security guards to counsellors.

One of Pa Mon's biggest challenges was receiving Yai, a youth offender who had come to Ban Kanchanapisek specifically to kill another boy, Lek, in revenge for his father's death.

"Here is not a prison, and you're not a criminal. We have the power to change. Isn't that what we believe in?" she asked during a group discussion, implicitly aiming at Yai.

News analyses and movie sessions during that period centred on the theme of change and forgiveness. When Yai showed signs of softening, she organised a forgiveness ritual where Lek asked for forgiveness from Yai's grandmother, who wished to end the cycle of revenge. After forgiving Lek, Yai wrote in his diary that he had never slept so well.

This incident led to other youths requesting similar opportunities to seek forgiveness, resulting in Ban Kanchanapisek's annual Peace Day. On this day, the youths participate in a sacred ritual to cleanse their souls for a new life ahead.

A study by Life Education of youths who left Ban Kanchanapisek more than five years ago shows a repeat offence rate of less than 5%, highlighting the effectiveness of the centre's approach.

"I'm not worried about being dismissed," said Pa Mon. "My concern is ensuring that Ban Kanchanapisek's achievements over the past 20 years can continue."

"This can be done by people who genuinely believe in the goodness of people and respect the voices of Ban Kanchanapisek youths. It's about understanding that authoritarianism is the root of our youths' life ruins.

"If we allow this toxic, oppressive legacy to continue, we deprive them of the light needed for their seeds of humanity to grow."
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																It has become a pattern for almost every government to revive the controversial Kaeng Sua Ten Dam project when there is a big flood in provinces located in the Mae Yom River's basin, such as Phrae, Sukhothai, Phichit, and Phitsanulok provinces. The Pheu Thai-led-government is no exception.
Last week, caretaker Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai said the government would revive the mega-dam project initiated four decades ago as a hydro dam to produce electricity and supply water during the dry season.

However, this has been met with disagreements in the cabinet and with politicians from different parties, such as Capt Thamanat Prompow, the caretaker agriculture minister who oversees the Irrigation Department.

In the past, the project has failed to take off because of its severe environmental impact and fierce resistance from conservationists and local villagers.

The dam and reservoir were planned to be built in Mae Yom National Park, which covers 60,000 rai and includes the country's last golden teak forest. To build the dam and a large reservoir upstream, about 1,500 families would need to be relocated.

Construction is expected to cost 50 billion baht (up from 10 billion baht when it was first drawn up), with funds to come from the government's 200 billion baht water project.

Shortly after last week's announcement about the dam, conservationists and villagers in Phrae province's Sa-Ieab district slammed the idea. On Sunday, 150 potentially affected residents from Sa-Ieab district submitted a petition letter to Capt Thamanat. In the letter, villagers said building the dam would block the flow of 11 tributaries above the dam, but it wouldn't do anything to the 66 tributaries located downstream. The petition letter asks the ministry to develop alternative water projects, such as building small dams and flood-retention areas in the main and the 77 tributary rivers in the whole basin instead of building a big standalone dam 50km north of Phrae province.

These villagers are not alone in their concerns. Over the past few decades, academic researchers from Chulalongkorn University and Thailand Development Research Institute have conducted feasibility studies. They have found that the project is not cost-effective and lacks public participation from local villagers.

An environmental impact study of this project was criticised in 1996 as incomplete, and the cabinet ordered the project suspended in 1997.

Now, water experts advocate an integrated water management plan with small dams and reservoirs along tributaries and creating large flood retention spaces in the Yom River Basin instead of spending a vast amount of money on a single big dam far upstream.

It is good news Capt Thamanat has listened to villagers and ordered the Irrigation Department to focus on completing small dams and reservoirs along the Yom River and its tributaries. Such water-regulating systems can help divert flood water through the river's course. Ultimately, the agriculture minister will decide, and the cabinet will give a final endorsement.

The Yom River Basin and its communities need better water management and infrastructure. However, the solution must be based on a neutral, reliable, and updated study -- not one supporting an old, expensive project with high social and environmental impacts. The government needs to conduct a new study to find an appropriate solution.
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																Former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra's return to the Thai political scene has sparked a frenzy across all media spectrums. Such a brouhaha is understandable. Thaksin is a political figure associated with multiple scandals, an ideal target for investigative journalists. Interestingly, this time around, the exposes are not coming from journos. Instead, they come from Thaksin's inner circle -- his close friends and former aides.
In the past, journalists utilised tools like the 1997 Official Information Act (OIA) to force state agencies to unveil state information that could benefit the public. Thailand was the first country in Asean to enact such free-flow information legislation. Two decades ago, when Thaksin was prime minister under the Thai Rak Thai Party, armies of investigative reporters used the OIA to reveal that he failed to disclose his wealth while serving in Government House.

Journalists also uncovered how Thaksin transferred shares of his family business, Shin Corporation, to his driver and cook, allegedly without their knowledge. There were also other scandals involving officials from ministries involved in infrastructure projects.

Today, the media landscape has dramatically shifted. Traditional journalism, which emphasises fact-checking and editorial oversight, is overshadowed by the speed-driven dissemination of content on social media. This explains why Thai printed media is fading away. Today, influencers and YouTubers are popular news sources as they have -- or claim to have -- direct access to events and can bypass the rigorous standards of professional journalism. The priority is no longer accuracy but speed -- getting the story out first, regardless of its veracity.

Western watchdogs often harshly criticise Thailand's media freedoms, focusing predominantly on lese majeste cases as their sole metric for assessing freedom of expression. This narrow focus misses the larger issue, the pervasive lack of professionalism in Thai media. The harsh reality is that the levels of media professionalism are not commensurate with the high level of media freedom in the kingdom.

The rush to publish has become the new media norm these days. The National Press Council of Thailand and the Thai Journalists Association are well aware of this trend. Indeed, they have appealed to media proprietors and content providers, both traditional and online media, to follow strict media ethics, but they often break the rules when they get big news. Such conduct has eroded the quality of content, leaving the public awash with unverified information, not to mention misinformation and disinformation. As such, the Thai press remains one of the most dynamic in the region -- a vibrant albeit chaotic media environment.

Today, any Thai can now claim he or she is a journalist or citizen journalist and muddle through as nobody will fact-check his or her designation. Social media platforms are also inundated with self-styled commentators who often lack the depth of knowledge and rigorous standards that actual serious journalism demands. This has led to an environment where sensationalism thrives. Such news is branded as khao sai kai, or "egg-covered news", which means exaggerated or sensationalised news or information. This country's public discourse is often shaped more by rumour and speculation than fact-based reporting.

Since Thaksin returned to Thailand last year after 17 years of exile, the Thai media, especially online platforms, has increasingly leaned into this sensationalist approach to attract viewers. Famous journalists, who have transformed from traditional media, often brag about their million-plus viewers. They urge their audience to share and "like" constantly. Doubtless, social media is riddled with comments from newsmakers, both veterans and wannabees.

Today, the most prominent news commentator is Jatuporn Prompan, 58, a former red-shirt leader and once a staunch supporter of Thaksin. His daily appearances on TV and YouTube, where he shares insider knowledge of Thaksin's past and current do-list of political manoeuvres, have made him a media darling and a household name. Kudos must go to the damaging allegations he levels against his former boss. He recently said that he has seven to 10 interviews every day, not counting numerous interfaces with the journalists.

Jatuporn's prominence highlights a troubling trend -- the rise of "negative X-factors" in Thai politics, where political figures like him wield considerable influence by leaking scandalous details to the media. The diplomatic community in Bangkok often questions why politicians implicated in such exposes remain silent. In other Asean countries, similar revelations would likely lead to defamation lawsuits, yet in Thailand, these figures continue to thrive in the public eye.

The ongoing public feud between Thaksin and former friend, Pol Gen Sereepisuth Temeeyaves, 70, is another case. Last week, the vindictive Pol Gen Sereepisuth --a former national police chief -- made headline news by publicly denouncing his 50-year-old friendship with Thaksin, accusing him of betraying him by not giving him a ministerial post. His revelations, backed by evidence, indicate a deeper rift within Thaksin's circle and suggest that even long-standing alliances are vulnerable in the cutthroat world of Thai politics. Pol Gen Sereepisuth's claim that Thaksin, on behalf of his sister, Yingluck, attempted to leverage their friendship to quash a legal complaint against former prime minister Srettha Thavisin only adds salt to the injuries.

For Pol Gen Sereepisuth, the media has become the best channel to send a clear message to Thaksin -- that his silence has a high cost or he cannot be bought. Apart from Jatuporn, the former police chief's knowledge of Thaksin's secrets makes him a force to be reckoned with. This shift -- where political operatives use the media to air grievances and settle scores -- has transformed Thai journalism into a battleground for power plays rather than a forum for objective reporting.

Ultimately, the uncertainties and absurdities of Thai politics have to do with the concept of boon khun, reciprocation or mutual obligation. Both Jatuporn and Pol Gen Sereepisuth highlighted this value. It is central to Thai political culture but has taken on a new, more transactional meaning for these two key whistleblowers. Their actions suggest that in today's political climate, boon khun is less about loyalty and more about leveraging personal ties for maximum political gain -- a "give and take" on a grand scale. One caveat is in order; one must be on the winning side.

Whether this transformation of the Thai media is a boon or a bane depends on one's perspective. The public is inundated with constant opinions and allegations, many of which are more fiction than fact. In a culture where rumour often holds more sway than verified information, these narratives can shape public perception in powerful and self-destructive ways.
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									New Caledonia pragmatism pips nationalism								

															

																With the sole exception of the fifty people on Pitcairn Island, the United Kingdom (once known as the British Empire) liquidated its holdings in the Pacific Ocean long ago. France, by contrast, has a half million citizens in the Pacific (and another two million living in other bits of its former empire on islands in all the world's major oceans).
This gives rise to much performative outrage in post-colonial countries that need grievances to bring pressure on the world's richest countries. That's only fair: the post-colonial countries are mostly poor, whereas the old imperial powers are very rich but not very generous. The ex-colonies need leverage, and colonial guilt is a good lever.

For this tactic to work well, however, the people in these remaining European overseas possessions should be groaning under foreign repression and fiercely demanding their independence. The problem is that most of them are pragmatists who are quite happy to remain colonies if the money is good.

The latest example is New Caledonia, a Belgium-sized island in the South Pacific about 1,500 km northwest of the top end of New Zealand. The population was mostly Kanak, native-born Melanesians, until around fifty years ago, when various mining enterprises caused a surge in immigration from other Pacific islands and even from France.

This is a potential grievance well worth exploiting. As a result of that immigration, the Kanak share of the population has dropped to just over one-third of the total (112,000 of the island's 300,000 people).

No doubt many Kanaks want independence -- especially young, rural Kanaks who see it as a possible source of protected jobs for these true sons of the soil. However, the other, now more numerous ethnicities will oppose it for the same reason. Independence would effectively make them second-class citizens.

Do not despair. Justice will be done. Under the 1998 Noumea Accord, France agreed to hold three referendums on independence, and to restrict the vote only to those who were already resident (still a Kanak majority at that time).

In the first referendum, in 2018, with all the Kanaks but only long-established residents of other ethnicities eligible to vote, 56% of the voters supported remaining part of France.

In the second referendum in 2020, with the same electorate (all the Kanaks but only about half of the total adult population), that dropped to 53% in favour of staying French.

And the pro-independence party boycotted the third referendum, in 2021, ostensibly because Covid made voting difficult but really because their own soundings revealed that they would lose again. Better to walk out and keep the issue alive than to lose a third consecutive vote even though the dice are loaded in favour of the pro-independence faction.

France now regards the independence issue as closed, and last northern spring the French National Assembly moved to restore the vote to most of the people who had been excluded from the referendums. All those who have been in New Caledonia for at least ten years (i.e. 2014) will be able vote in future elections.

So, what was the pro-independence Kanak faction to do? Launch a national liberation war, obviously, or at least a plausible facsimile thereof.

Last May, Kanak militants put up roadblocks and made sweeping demands for independence with none of that voting nonsense. Nine people were killed, a state of emergency was declared, French President Emmanuel Macron paid an emergency visit -- and nothing much happened.

It's over, really, for the same reason that other French possessions around the world -- French Polynesia in the South Pacific, Mayotte and Reunion in the Indian Ocean, Martinique and Guadeloupe in the Caribbean, and French Guiana in South America -- all choose to remain French. The bribe for doing so is irresistible.

If you live in an overseas department of France, then you get a good, free education and a French level of public and social services. Per capita income in New Caledonia is ten times that in other nearby island nations like Fiji, Vanuatu, Samoa, and the Solomon Islands.

It's the same in the Caribbean, where the French islands have three times the per capita GDP of nearby ex-British islands that chose independence. Likewise in the Indian Ocean, where French Reunion has twice the per capita GDP of nearby ex-British Mauritius, and in French Guiana, which has the highest per capita GDP in South America.

Call it bribery if you like, but the more polite word is pragmatism. And if you don't have to live with the choice, don't criticise those who take the softer option.
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																The upcoming annual military reshuffle is being watched by political pundits and society because it will happen during the tenure of Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, a daughter of former PM Thaksin and a niece of former PM Yingluck.
Thaksin's Thai Rak Thai Party government was ousted in a coup in 2006, while Yingluck's Pheu Thai government suffered the same fate in 2014.

In Thailand, the military has been central to the political landscape. For over half of a century, the Thai military has played a pivotal yet inappropriate role in overthrowing civilian-elected governments.

Despite global pressure to prevent such history from repeating itself, no one dares to write off the possibility that the military may stage a coup once more. To help prevent this, government officials can only promote soldiers who are loyal and place them in strategic positions.

This year, the reported nomination of Gen Pana Klaewplodthuk, the current army chief-of-staff, to succeed army chief Gen Charoenchai Hintao has raised many eyebrows. As a member of the elite "red-rim" soldiers fraternity, also known as the Royal Guards, Gen Pana's nomination underscores the delicate balance between loyalty, tradition and power within the military.

Similarly, in the Royal Thai Navy, the nomination of Adm Jirapol Wongwit, a special adviser, as a navy chief candidate has sparked debate over his non-traditional background, which echoes past controversies over military appointments. He graduated from a naval academy overseas and has never held the key positions typically expected of a navy chief.

For the Paetongtarn government, this reshuffle presents a dilemma. On the one hand, there is the undeniable temptation to ensure that the military leadership is aligned with the Pheu Thai government and will not stage a coup as it did in 2006 and 2014. On the other, political intervention will thwart attempts to modernise the Thai military and again politicise the military instead of the opposite.

Political intervention is not a sustainable solution to prevent coups d'etat -- a clean and effective political system is. Indeed, political intervention in military reshuffles is an example of doing a bad thing for a good reason. The best antidote to military coups is boosting professionalism in the military through a merit system, not patronage and nepotism.

Therefore, it is hoped that the upcoming military reshuffle reflects a sincere attempt to make the military a professional force.

It must be said that Caretaker Defence Minister Sutin Klungsang and the Pheu Thai-led government have launched many initiatives to modernise the barracks, and the looming reshuffle list must put the military in that direction.

After all, a professional military that is loyal to the nation rather than a specific political faction is less likely to take actions that could destabilise the government.

While securing loyal military leadership may seem necessary in the short term, the best prevention against a military coup is professional politicians who are seen as serving the public -- not their own interests.

Corruption, conflict of interest, and political conflict precipitate military coups. To prevent future military interventions, the government must promote transparency and accountability and be truly committed to the nation's interests. Without clean politics and professional politicians who truly serve the public, no one dares write off the possibility of a coup.
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									India needs big  businesses to break through								

															

																At a time of growing doubts about China's economic prospects, India's rise has been attracting increasing attention, with some predicting that the country will become the developing world's next economic superstar. Whether you believe India can be the "next China", however, may depend on whether you subscribe more to "young" or "old" Schumpeterian logic.
The twentieth-century economist Joseph Schumpeter is best known for the concept of "creative destruction", which describes how new innovations transform the economy partly by making older technologies obsolete. But Schumpeter's ideas about economic dynamism and development were not static: whereas he initially emphasized the role of entrepreneurship above all, he later recognised the importance of big businesses.

So, in assessing India's prospects, the "old" Schumpeter might look at the number of big businesses the country has produced. India lags well behind China on this front, with just eight Fortune Global 500 companies, compared to its neighbour's 135. To put this in perspective, the United States has 136 Fortune Global 500 companies, and South Korea has 18, despite having a much smaller population. China has achieved this lead over India in just a few decades: in the early 1990s, China had three Fortune Global 500 companies, and India had one.

China has also pulled well ahead of India in terms of per capita income. In 1978 -- just before China initiated the reform that enabled its "economic miracle" -- both countries' per capita income amounted to about 5% of the US level. By the early 2010s, Chinese incomes had reached about 20% of the US level, compared to just 10% for India. Today, Chinese and Indian per capita income relative to the US stands at 33% and 13%, respectively.

The fact that China has been far more successful than India in generating world-class big businesses might help to explain this divergence. As we showed in 2013, big businesses contribute significantly to economic growth. By contrast, a larger number of small and medium-size enterprises is only correlated with faster growth, indicating that growth fuels the proliferation of SMEs, not the other way around.

One reason is that big businesses tend to execute high-end and high-value-added activities, such as research and development and marketing, at home, while carrying out low-value-added activities abroad. Though the latter can boost growth and facilitate knowledge transfer, latecomer countries must translate this into locally owned, innovative big businesses if they are to break into high-end segments of the global economy.

The "young" Schumpeter might be more impressed by India. That is because India has proved more than capable of generating "unicorns" -- private companies with a valuation above $1 billion (34 billion baht) -- boasting 91 such companies, as of last year. To be sure, China far outstrips India here, too, with 368 unicorns. But India is in the top four globally, behind the US (1,524) and the United Kingdom (153), but ahead of Germany (64), Brazil (30), and South Korea (29).

Yet the discrepancy between Fortune Global 500 businesses and unicorns in India is notable. In 2020-23, that ratio amounted to just 0.1 in India, compared to 0.4 in China, 0.5 in Germany, and 0.25 in Brazil. The ratio in South Korea -- whose economy is notoriously dominated by big businesses -- is particularly high, at 0.6, implying that big businesses actually facilitate the rise of unicorns.

This likely happens through a few channels. One is the transmission of relevant skills and know-how through employment. To cite one example, the founders of Naver -- essentially the "Korean Google" -- used to work for Samsung. Another is direct investment: the Chinese tech giant Tencent supports hundreds of startups as an equity investor.

The older Schumpeter would probably argue that, if India wants to become an economic superpower on par with China, it should devote more attention to generating big businesses. In fact, without homegrown big businesses to drive growth and investment, India is likely to lose its innovative startups to acquisitions by foreign giants.

To avoid this kind of "brain drain", efforts must be made to help startups grow quickly within India, so that they can become the flagship companies of tomorrow. South Korea and Taiwan became high-income economies by growing a few large firms, such as Samsung and Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (TSMC), not by having thousands of SMEs. Creating a sound institutional or investment climate to nurture startups can take decades. It takes less time to concentrate resources and competencies among a few firms so that they may grow into leading flagship companies. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Keun Lee, a former vice chair of the National Economic Advisory Council for the President of South Korea, is Distinguished Professor of Economics at Seoul National.
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        Google limits on access to Android Auto may breach EU rules
        BRUSSELS - An adviser to Europe's top court on Thursday sided with Italy's antitrust authority, saying Alphabet unit Google's refusal to allow an e-mobility application developed by Enel access to its Android Auto platform may breach competition rules.

      

      
        Novak Djokovic is Aman's first global wellness advisor
        A pioneer in the wellness industry, Aman has always delivered a holistic and integrative wellness experience, designed to take care of mind, body and spirit. The brand has introduced one of the world's greatest athletes ever, Novak Djokovic, as its first global wellness advisor.

      

      
        New movies out this week: Sept 5-11
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.&nbsp;

      

      
        Thong Lor gets curvier
        Celebrating the spirit of the global Porsche community, Curvistan Bangkok on the corner of Sukhumvit 38 is a collaboration between Stefan Bogner and Chanond Ruangkritya, an entrepreneur and dedicated Porsche enthusiast.&nbsp;

      

      
        Buri Ram to host Phanom Rung Light Phenomenon
        From Sunday until Sept 10, travellers and local residents in the northeastern town of Buri Ram can experience the Phanom Rung Light Phenomenon when sunlight is reflected through 15 doorways of a historical Khmer-style stone castle.
&nbsp;

      

      
        Experience southern charmat chang chui creative park
        Chang Chui Creative Park will become the hippest destination during "Fly 2 South Now Festival", which will kick off tomorrow and run daily from 4-9pm until Sunday.
&nbsp;

      

      
        Exo's Chanyeol to play solo gig in Bangkok
        After a sold-out solo show in Bangkok last November, K-pop idol Chanyeol will make a comeback with "2024 Chanyeol Live Tour: City-scape In Bangkok" at Thunder Dome, Muang Thong Thani, on Oct 26 at 5pm.
&nbsp;

      

      
        Enjoy a journey through the senses
        Get ready for a journey at "Engage Your Senses Edition 3!" on Sept 21 at Playlys Bangkok that will ignite your imagination and delight your senses. Not just an exhibition, expect an immersive adventure where art and sensory exploration come together to create unforgettable memories.
&nbsp;

      

      
        A hidden gem in the North
        In the northern town of Nan, the rainy season provides vacationers a chance to experience a slower pace of life amidst picturesque mountainous landscapes. Boundless stretches of rice fields sprout and become verdant as gentle winds chase away the heat.
&nbsp;

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: Sept 4-10
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
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									Google limits on access to Android Auto may breach EU rules

									
								

								BRUSSELS - An adviser to Europe's top court on Thursday sided with Italy's antitrust authority, saying Alphabet unit Google's refusal to allow an e-mobility application developed by Enel access to its Android Auto platform may breach competition rules.
								"Google's refusal to provide third-party access to Android Auto platform may be in breach of competition rules," Advocate General Laila Medina at the Luxembourg-based Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) said.

The Italian antitrust watchdog fined Google 102 million euro (US$113.18 million) in 2021 for favouring Google Maps while blocking Enel's JuicePass on Android Auto, a software allowing drivers to navigate with maps on their car dashboards and send messages while behind the wheel.

CJEU judges, who will rule in the coming months, usually follow most of such non-binding opinions.

The case is C-233/23 Alphabet and Others.
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									Novak Djokovic is Aman's first global wellness advisor

									Hotel group in partnership with tennis champ to enhance programmes
								

								A pioneer in the wellness industry, Aman has always delivered a holistic and integrative wellness experience, designed to take care of mind, body and spirit. The brand has introduced one of the world's greatest athletes ever, Novak Djokovic, as its first global wellness advisor.
								[image: ]

Entering a multi-year partnership, Djokovic will bring his decades of success to the fore, enhancing Aman's guest wellness offering through exclusively designed programmes and events that draw on his mental and physical well-being experience both on and off the court. In addition, he will have an adversarial role with Aman Essentials, specifically focusing on future product development and extensions of the brand, as relates to well-being.

The winner of the most Grand Slam titles in the history of men's tennis, Djokovic has consistently demonstrated his dominance in the sport on an international stage. His relentless pursuit of excellence, mental resilience and exceptional skill set him apart as a true icon of the sport. A world record holder for the greatest number of weeks at World Number 1, his journey extends far beyond tennis success with his dedication to fitness, innovative training techniques and strategic play having inspired countless athletes worldwide, bringing a new dimension to the game. Most recently, he achieved a career "Golden Slam" by winning the Olympic Gold Medal at the Paris 2024 Games. 

[image: ]

The partnership with Aman will grow and develop year on year, with early plans across the brand's properties including (but not limited to); special events for Aman Club and Residence owners; annual hosted wellness retreats; and specially curated programmes available to guests year-round.

"To remain competitive at the highest level, over an extended time period, demands far more than skill," shared Djokovic. "Over the years, I have cultivated a comprehensive daily wellness routine, combining mental health, nutrition and fitness, that has enabled me to achieve sustained success both on the global stage and in my personal life. Sharing those learnings with Aman guests will be both a privilege and a pleasure."

[image: ]

This partnership follows the appointment of Maria Sharapova as an Aman Global Wellness Ambassador in 2023. As part of wellness programming, Sharapova is set to host "Building Resilience: A Maria Sharapova Retreat" at Amanzoe in Greece from Sept 23-26. 
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									New movies out this week: Sept 5-11

									Comedy-horror sequel 'Beetlejuice Beetlejuice' comes almost four decades after the original 'Beetlejuice'
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week. 
								[image: ]

Spring Garden 

Directed by Ku Born.

Who's in it? 

Jo Yun-hie, Kim Joo-ryung and Heo Dong-won.

What's it about?

The story is about So-hee who lost her happy family due to her husband's sudden death, and experiences strange and creepy things after visiting Neulbom Garden, a rural mansion left by her husband.

Why watch it?

A South Korean horror. Need we say more?!
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Out Of The Nest 

Directed by Arturo A. Hernandez, Veerapatra Jinanavin, Jeff Schu and Andrew Gordon.

What's it about?

In the Kingdom of Castilia, a dark force rises again. Days from the coronation of the new Emperor and Empress, their seven royal fledglings are taken and it's up to one hero to return them safely; a teenage delivery boy, Arthur the Goat. His dreams of becoming a world-class barber are put on hold when he becomes a parent overnight. If he's going to keep the rambunctious toddlers safe on their journey, he must first grow up, discover his own past, and along the way, awaken forgotten champions. Can Arthur return the heirs and ultimately save the kingdom?

Why watch it?

A Thai-Chinese animation.



[image: ]

Hijack 1971

Directed by Kim Sung-han-I.

Who's in it? 

Sung Dong-il, Yeo Jin-goo and Jung Jun-hwan.

What's it about?

The movie depicts the story of people fighting for their lives in an extreme situation when a passenger plane was hijacked in the airspace of Korea in 1971.

Why watch it?

A South Korean disaster film.



[image: ]

Pilot

Directed by Kim Han Gyul.

Who's in it?  

Jo Jung-suk, Derek Chouinard and Lee Joo-myung.

What's it about? 

Jung Woo goes from being a successful, popular pilot to being unemployed one morning. However, he succeeds in getting a new job after accidentally taking on a newly laundered identity.

Why watch it?

Actor Jo Jung-suk went to great lengths to perfect his role, shedding 7kg and undergoing acupressure therapy.
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Vina: Sebelum 7 Hari (Vina Before 7 Days)

Directed by Anggy Umbara.

Who's in it?

Delia Husein, Yusuf Mahardika and Lydia Kandou.

What's it about?

Vina, a victim of a motorbike gang's atrocities in Cirebon, refuses to accept her death being labelled an accident. Her spirit intervenes within the seven days preceding the incident to reveal the truth behind what really happened.

Why watch it?

Based on a true story of Vina Dewi Arsita, a 16-year-old girl who became a victim of a motorbike gang in Cirebon, West Java, Indonesia in 2016.
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Beetlejuice Beetlejuice 

Directed by Tim Burton.

Who's in it? 

Michael Keaton, Winona Ryder, Catherine O'Hara and Jenna Ortega.

What's it about?

After a family tragedy, three generations of the Deetz family return home to Winter River. Still haunted by Beetlejuice, Lydia's life is turned upside down when her teenage daughter, Astrid, accidentally opens the portal to the Afterlife.After an unexpected family tragedy, three generations of the Deetz family return home to Winter River. Still haunted by Beetlejuice, Lydia's life is turned upside down when her rebellious teenage daughter, Astrid, discovers the mysterious model of the town in the attic and the portal to the Afterlife is accidentally opened. With trouble brewing in both realms, it's only a matter of time until someone says Beetlejuice's name three times and the mischievous demon returns to unleash his very own brand of mayhem.

Why watch it?

Burton said that the film would only be made if Keaton would return to reprise his role. Keaton said in March of 2014 that this is the only sequel he's interested in doing.
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aespa: My First Page

Directed by Jo Hyeon-jeong and Kim Ji-seon.

Who's in it?  

Karina, Giselle, Winter and Ningning.

What's it about? 

Since their debut in 2020, aespa has shown impressive growth with the mega-hits of their every album, including "Black Mamba", "Next Level", "Savage" and '"Girls". The first page of the story about aespa's radiant dream unfolds on the screen, including their new music world, the live recording of their performances, the first reveal of the honest interview of the four members, and the stories behind the scenes of their first concert in 2023 "Synk: Hyper Line".

Why watch it?

The group is known for popularising the metaverse concept and hyperpop music in K-Pop.
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VIP Death Seat

Directed by Phasit Panitijaroonrod.

Who's in it? 

My Mate Nathan Bartling, Bank Piyawat Piyawacharavijit, Tony Charoensak Phothisrichai, Jack Papho Chaturong Paphothi, Eva Pawarawan Wiraphuchong, Mario Joke Yanadet Prachumrak, Mint Waranrak Pornpaweeworakul and Meme Nichapat Chaiyak.

What's it about? 

The story of a half-Thai minimum wage worker, who wants to go back to his hometown to relax with his family during the long holiday. He uses his savings and bonus from his employer to buy a VIP bus ticket. The destination is the same as every year in the past. He has friends along the way, such as a gang of outspoken students, a foul-mouthed thug, a newly ordained monk and an old lady. However, on the trip home, there is a mysterious old woman who is ill and her body smells like a corpse. She gets on the bus with other passengers. During the trip, the old woman dies and her body disappears. Chaos ensues. Will they make it to their destination?

Why watch it?

A journey full of horror.
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									Thong Lor gets curvier

									An open space to connect, Curvistan celebrates car culture
								

								Celebrating the spirit of the global Porsche community, Curvistan Bangkok on the corner of Sukhumvit 38 is a collaboration between Stefan Bogner and Chanond Ruangkritya, an entrepreneur and dedicated Porsche enthusiast. 
								[image: ]

The venue offers leisure and entertainment for the Porsche community, apart from housing a bar, cafe, an art gallery and a hangout that celebrates car culture, art and design. With various local and international curators involved, this space aims to provide an unparalleled experience for motorheads and Porsche lovers alike.

[image: ]

"It's more than just a place, it's an open space where the Porsche community can connect, share their passion and see their dreams come to life," says Bogner. "Curvistan offers a unique blend of coffee shop, automotive and art gallery, and concept store, providing a vibrant experience for all Porsche enthusiasts. This was achieved through collaborations with distinguished local curators, each a specialist in their field, ensuring every element of Curvistan works in perfect harmony. I am thrilled to celebrate another milestone for Curvistan in this prime location of Bangkok."

[image: ]

Curvistan pop-up galleries have already excited the car communities in Munich and Singapore. Bogner, a multi-talented photographer, designer and die-hard Porsche enthusiast, is the man behind Curvistan. As the publisher of the magazine "Curves", Bogner captures the beauty of the journey itself, blending nature, motion and design. His vision resonated deeply with Chinned, who always envisioned creating a Porsche clubhouse.

[image: ]

Elevating the Curvistan experience is a network of local lifestyle and design partners. Leading the collab is Das Treffen, Asia Pacific's largest Porsche community, which organises events featuring rare classics and limited supercars while also publishing a magazine that nurtures the Porsche community in Thailand. Socrates Delicious Syrup Company is a prominent player in Bangkok's nightlife with 10 bars, while other contributing partners include Impact Exhibition Management, which owns The Coffee Academics. Vitra brings timeless style to Curvistan through furniture and lifestyle pieces created in partnership with Norse Republics, and has recently launched  a new furniture series in collaboration with Porsche.

[image: ]

The gallery will display curated collections from the Porsche universe, which will rotate every two to three months. The inaugural exhibition "Porsche: A Design Manifesto" explores the holistic design philosophy and diverse aesthetic cosmos behind the Porsche brand -- from sports cars and watches to sunglasses and skyscrapers.

[image: ]

The venue is open from 7am to midnight, with the exhibition area being open from 7am-6pm.
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									Buri Ram to host Phanom Rung Light Phenomenon

									
								

								From Sunday until Sept 10, travellers and local residents in the northeastern town of Buri Ram can experience the Phanom Rung Light Phenomenon when sunlight is reflected through 15 doorways of a historical Khmer-style stone castle.

 
								Erected between the 10th and 13th centuries, this compound was designed to resemble the god Shiva's throne hall on Mount Kailash, the centre of the Hindu universe. It was reconstructed by the Fine Arts Department in 1971 and officially listed as the national historic monument in 1976.

There are four occurrences of the event. The two sunrise events can be viewed on April 3-5, and Sept 8-10, while the two sunset events take place between March 5-6 and Oct 5-7.

Call 044-666-251 or visit the Phanom Rung Historical Park page on Facebook.

[image: Buri Ram to host Phanom Rung Light Phenomenon]

Vijitr light and sound show comes to Phitsanulok

From Saturday until Sept 15, the Tourism Authority of Thailand will organise "Vijitr 5 Regions @ Phitsanulok" to shed light on the history and culture of the ancient town of Songkhwae which stands at the convergence of the Nan and Khwae Noi rivers.

From 6pm to midnight, a programme of 15 striking light and sound shows under the "Legend Of Songkhwae" theme will illuminate several historical sites and tourist attractions, including the City Gate Fort of Phitsanulok, the 700-year-old Royal Pagoda in Wat Ratchaburana, the Sacred Bodhi Tree at Wat Phra Si Rattana Mahathat, Phitsanulok City Pillar Shrine, Chan Royal Palace Bridge and Chan Royal Palace.

The "Charm Of Memorial And Artistic Timeless Fortress" displays in the City Gate Fort of Phitsanulok will immerse visitors in the reign of King Naresuan the Great. Meanwhile, the "Phitsanulok Light Charm" display on the Chan Royal Palace Bridge, which spans the Nan River, will depict the rich history of Phitsanulok. In honour of Buddhism, Wat Phra Si Rattana Mahathat's 700-year-old Royal Pagoda and Wat Ratchaburana's Sacred Bodhi Tree will come to life with vibrant lighting and laser shows.

Visit facebook.com/TAT.Phitsanulok.

[image: Buri Ram to host Phanom Rung Light Phenomenon]

Trisara Resort Phuket hosts brain health retreat

To promote cognitive wellness, Trisara Resort Phuket is collaborating with renowned neuroscientist Hanna Poikonen to create the "WiseMotion Retreat For Brain Health" package between Nov 24-28.

With prices ranging from US$3,200 (109,345 baht) to $5,350 (182,811 baht), the packages include a four-night stay in an Ocean View Pool Junior Suite, return airport transfers to Phuket International Airport, daily breakfast, communal lunch and dinner hosted by Hanna.

It's a combination of improvisation, scientific knowledge and interactive discussions to balance emotional well-being, calm the nervous system and improve cognitive function. Guests can enjoy daily movement meditation sessions, WiseMotion masterclasses, and access to Trisara's group fitness activities and fitness centre, and an excursion to the Pru Jampa organic farm which supplies fresh produce for Pru and Jampa, Montara Hospitality Group's Michelin-listed Phuket restaurants.

[image: Buri Ram to host Phanom Rung Light Phenomenon]

Mandarin Oriental Qianmen offers exclusive deal

To celebrate its official opening, Mandarin Oriental Qianmen, Beijing is offering guests an exclusive deal from now until Feb 28 to fulfil luxury holiday experiences.

Starting from 12,888 yuan (62,000 baht) per night, guests can take advantage of a full 24-hour stay, breakfast served at Vicini or in-room dining in a courtyard house, a one-way limousine transfer from Beijing airport or train station, 24-hour on-call butler service, and a 1,888 yuan daily credit that can be used for the hotel's restaurants, bar, laundry services and treatments at The Spa.

Close to the Forbidden City, Qianmen and the Temple of Heaven, this brand-new hotel provides 42 luxury courtyard houses with upscale wellness amenities and immersive culinary experiences in scenic settings.
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									Experience southern charmat chang chui creative park

									
								

								Chang Chui Creative Park will become the hippest destination during "Fly 2 South Now Festival", which will kick off tomorrow and run daily from 4-9pm until Sunday.

 
								Held to bring the essence of the South to Bangkok by Flynowiii, the Tourism Authority of Thailand, and Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University's Faculty of Fine Arts, the festival will showcase the vibrant way of life, arts and culture through seven activity zones covering a market, workshops, performances, music, art, talk and exhibition.

On top of the glam will be "Blimey Batik", a fashion show featuring Flynowiii's special collection of over 40 stylish batik costumes created by notable Thai designers who merge batik fabric with modern design, tomorrow at 7.15pm.

They will be presented on the catwalk against the backdrop of Chang Chui's iconic airplane by famous models and southern celebrities including Dulyawat Kaewsriyong from the national swimming team at the Paris 2024 Olympics; and Surisa Susanna, the first runner-up of Miss Universe Thailand 2024.

Visitors are invited to learn the stories behind Flynowiii's batik collection at the "Bilmey Batik Exhibition", witness unique southern cultural performances at the "Bilmey Southern Performance" zone, and enjoy southern songs newly arranged in a distinctive style by modern independent musicians at the "Bilmey Music" zone.

Also, witness the artistic achievements of southern artists at the "Bilmey Art" zone where history experts and contemporary fashion designers will discuss the traditional southern fabric. Then, have fun with a craft workshop and indulge in local delicacies.

Chang Chui Creative Park is on Sirindhorn Road in Bangkok.
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									Exo's Chanyeol to play solo gig in Bangkok

									
								

								After a sold-out solo show in Bangkok last November, K-pop idol Chanyeol will make a comeback with "2024 Chanyeol Live Tour: City-scape In Bangkok" at Thunder Dome, Muang Thong Thani, on Oct 26 at 5pm.

 
								Presented by SM True, this is part of the first live tour by South Korean multi-talented artist from the nine-member boyband Exo after he released Black Out, his first mini album for which he co-wrote the lyrics and presented with his unique style. Launched late last month, the album comprises six tracks across various genres.

Chanyeol is widely recognised as a versatile artist who contributes to the success of many hit songs both in front of and behind the scenes. He participated in writing the lyrics for his solo singles which reflect his profound artistic thoughts and emotions.

They include SSFW (2019) which compares love to the recurring seasons; Tomorrow (2021), an acoustic pop song which contemplates the future; and Good Enough (2023), a synth-pop that soothes the soul.

The collaborative single Stay With Me, that he sang with South Korean singer Punch for the hit TV drama Guardian: The Lonely And Great God, has captured the hearts of fans worldwide and has become the most viewed K-drama OST music video on YouTube with over 495 million views.

Chanyeol's new live tour will kick off with two shows in Seoul tomorrow and Saturday, before he heads to various cities across Asia including Ho Chi Minh, Manila, Bangkok, Tokyo, Fukuoka, Osaka, Nagoya, Jakarta and Hong Kong.

Tickets for the Bangkok show are priced from 2,600 baht to 6,500 baht and will be available for sale on Sunday from 11am at Counter Service at all 7-Eleven stores and via allticket.com.
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									Enjoy a journey through the senses

									
								

								Get ready for a journey at "Engage Your Senses Edition 3!" on Sept 21 at Playlys Bangkok that will ignite your imagination and delight your senses. Not just an exhibition, expect an immersive adventure where art and sensory exploration come together to create unforgettable memories.

 
								"Engage Your Senses Edition 3" invites you to embark on a journey through sight, sound, touch, taste and smell. This unique exhibition goes beyond mere observation and offers an interactive environment that stimulates all five senses, encouraging visitors to interpret artistic expressions through their own sensory perceptions.

More than 10 artists have come together to present exhibitions and workshops to guide attendees.

This edition of "Engage Your Senses" is proud to collaborate with the Mercy Centre, a sanctuary for street kids, with an orphanage and kindergarten in Bangkok's slums. Founded on a former Buddhist temple site nearly 50 years ago, the Mercy Centre continues to provide vital services to orphans, street children and those affected by HIV/Aids. This partnership aims to support and raise awareness for their important work.

In addition, the organisers are thrilled to announce a special collaboration with Bangkok

University Fashion. Attendees can look forward to a unique fashion show featuring outfits created by university students in collaboration with Chantasia, showcasing innovative designs that reuse fabrics in creative ways.

"Engage Your Senses Edition 3!" is on Sept 21, from 2-7pm, at Playlys Bangkok, 148 Nang Linchi Road, Sathon. Admission is free.

For more information and to reserve your spot, please visit the Facebook.com/Playlys Bangkok.
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									A hidden gem in the North

									Nan offers visitors picturesque views and an opportunity to immerse in Lanna cultural heritage
								

								In the northern town of Nan, the rainy season provides vacationers a chance to experience a slower pace of life amidst picturesque mountainous landscapes. Boundless stretches of rice fields sprout and become verdant as gentle winds chase away the heat.

 
								Just a 20-minute drive from downtown Nan, the Bo Suak community is welcoming visitors with a programme of leisure activities designed to soothe the mind and soul. To boost income during the off-season, villagers worked with local authorities to develop community-based itineraries that would highlight the local way of life and unique ethnic customs. Along the way, visitors can discover more about ancient kilns, handwoven textile traditions, and historic sugarcane presses once driven by buffaloes.

With people becoming more health-conscious, the village worked with Mae Fah Luang University and the Designated Areas for Sustainable Tourism Administration to launch Bo Suak Herb in 2020, which employs ancient wisdom to offer a wide range of Thai-style wellness workshops.

"As a health volunteer, I learned that some of the 6,000 residents living in our village experience health issues. So my family and I decided to turn our land into a herbal farm to raise awareness of well-being. Later, my neighbours and I established Bo Suak Herb, which currently has over 40 members, to offer a variety of health programmes for visitors," said Sirimat Ruean-un, president of the Thai Traditional Medicine Community Enterprise.

"The Agricultural Land Reform Office provides us with a drying facility and allows us to cultivate organic herbal plants in various locations. For instance, the lemongrass around the Ta Roay Rice Field can help alleviate dengue fever, and people can harvest tea leaves in Yai Wai Miang Garden to prepare nutritious meals. Elders can also grow herbs in their home, so this project helps increase incomes for the community."
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Doi silver Factory and Go High'O cafe celebrate lu-Mien cultural heritage and silversmith traditions.



Overlooking the green meadows and woodlands, the wood pavilions are designed to be both a cafe and an outdoor spa, where visitors may indulge in a pleasant 15-minute Hom Ya treatment to purify their facial skin and respiratory systems.

It's customary for visitors to wear big hats and pha khao ma as they steam their faces over a huge clay pot filled with different herbs such as ginger, basil, shallot, kaffir lime and galangal, which may reduce phlegm, kill fungus, and treat fever and inflammation.

The next step is to take a foot bath to purify the skin and ease stress. Ingredients include ringworm bush, soap pod leaves, Bengal root, camphor and salt. The therapists continued to energise us with a miang kham set that includes tea leaves, shredded coconut, sliced lemon, chilli, sliced shallot, sliced ginger, mango from the barking deer and a delicious dipping sauce based on the community's secret recipe.

"The antioxidant-rich miang [local tea leaves] can get rid of fungus and leave your feet smelling fresh when mixed with salts. At the same time, fermented tea leaves serve as a snack to keep local farmers energised and refreshed while they work in the rice or corn fields all day," Sirimat added.

Heading to Phu Phiang district, Thiranan Doydee has converted her home into a learning centre where visitors can create khom ma tao and take in the beauty of Lanna-style culture. Originally, the Lanna people crafted lanterns to pay homage to Buddhism and bring auspiciousness. These days, Lanna-style lanterns are frequently used as ornamental accents in houses and temples to commemorate various occasions.
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Bo Suak Herb uses local herbal materials in a variety of relaxing treatments.



"The craft has been handed down through centuries. Initially, lanterns were used to decorate the palace in welcoming notable guests. Nan has maintained the annual Hok Peng Festival to honour Buddhism. But as time has gone on, I've come to understand that the lantern tradition has essentially vanished since young people are choosing to buy them from Chiang Mai instead of making their own," said Thiranan, a president of the Khom Kham Community Enterprise Group.

"Seven years ago, I decided to turn my house into a learning centre so that people of all ages can come and learn more about our beautiful culture. I've developed a few new designs using materials found in the area."

Mulberry paper lanterns represent the lights in our lives. They are available in seven birthday colours and are adorned with Thai-style woven fabric, gold paper that resembles 12 zodiac signs, and traditional Thaistyle motifs that stand for strength and intelligence.

The following day, we made our way to Doi Silver Factory in Pua district. It belongs to Pimporn Rungra-chatavanit and her husband from the fourth generation of a silversmith family who pioneered the export of jewellery to New York about 20 years ago.

Last year, it added a silver museum into its compound to celebrate exceptional craftsmanship, lu-Mien cultural heritage and its business history. In keeping with Mien beliefs, silver is precious to lu-Mien people from the moment of birth to death. Infants are presented with silver and bridal gowns are adorned with it to indicate social status.

[image: ]
Visitors can learn how to create vintage Lanna-style lanterns at Ban Khom Kham.
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On display is a private collection of elegant silver jewellery and other antiques from Doi Silver Treasure that show how silver jewellery has evolved from ceremonial to everyday wear. These items include an 80-year-old necklace, wedding gowns and various ring styles.

The studio next door is run in association with Golden Jubilee Royal Goldsmith College. Here, a team of talented silversmiths demonstrates how to create a wide range of classy silver accessories and home furnishings.

Visitors can continue by walking across a red bridge to Go High'O Cafe, which is designed to resemble a typical lu-Mien hamlet with eight wooden cottages and a green courtyard. With astonishing views of lush mountains and extensive rice fields, there are options of coffee, Thai dishes and a tempting Yao-style lunch set that includes red boiled eggs, fried pickled bamboo shoot, lu-Mien dipping paste and herbal bai muang soup.

"This town serves as a charming setting where visitors can experience lu-Mien culture and have a cup of coffee. We incorporate various cultural elements into the cafe, including Yao-style wooden cottages and Kong Ta Chiao, a bridge of virtue. According to Yao beliefs, people would construct a bamboo bridge to span a creek. It's a way to provide our families happiness, wealth, success and well-bred children," Pimporn said.

Back in town, we visited Hong Chao Fong Kham: The Noble House, where a group of local artisans showcased their expertise in evoking a nostalgic ambience. Originally built in 1925 on a 199 rai plot of land, this classic Lannastyle wood house can transport visitors back in time to the days when Chao Sri Tumma, the grand-daughter of Nan's 63rd city ruler, Chao Mahawong, lived there.

[image: ]
On weekends, a walking street is a good place to explore the local culinary scene.



After a regime change, the government turned her land into a military camp and she rebuilt her house on the current site before handing it to Chao Fong Kham, the daughter of Chao Boonyeun, and Chao Inta. Later, it was left abandoned for a decade until 2011 when Phrataraporn Prabripoo, the fourth generation of the family, transformed it into a community museum and creative space. Surrounded with a lush backyard and towering native plants, this beautiful compound has been recognised for its outstanding craftsmanship and elegant designs with the Association of Siamese Architects' 2012 Best Architectural Conservation, Nobel House Award.

Inside, a living room, a bedroom, kitchen and Buddha room are adorned with a rare collection of vintage furniture, old kitchenware, traditional Lanna-style f ashion apparel and antiques to portray everyday life in the past.

On the ground, veteran craftsmen demonstrate how to weave textiles, spin cotton yarn with traditional techniques, write Lanna-style alphabets, and make local specialities and desserts.

Those looking for souvenirs can take part in an art workshop to paint a small naga- like figurehead, which is modelled after traditional Nan-style racing boats with hong- like tails and naga- like prows.
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Hong Chao Fong Kham serves as a community museum and creative space for people to learn more about Nan's history and craftsmanship.



At night, the walking street stretches around the walls of Wat Phumin, serving as an outdoor Khantoke area for dinner. On weekends, visitors and locals can take in a wide range of Lanna-style cultural performances and indulge in a delectable selection of street food and desserts.

Prioritising sustainable living and environmental conservation, this market has been named among the Green Destination Top 100 from 2020 to 2023 thanks to its efficient waste management. The local authorities have educated citizens on how to separate trash into nine categories: straws, chopsticks, plastic cups, spoon-forks, food waste, tissue-banana leaves, water bottles, plastic garbage, and bagasse plates and bowls.

The main area of Nan has reduced daily waste production from 30 tonnes to 20 tonnes. Banana leaves, paper and bagasse containers may all be turned into natural fertiliser, and plastic bottles are utilised to produce refuse-derived fuel, while local farmers feed food waste to their animals.

TRAVEL INFO


	The Bo Suak community is in Muang Nan district, Nan. A foot bath and a Hom Ya treatment costs 100 baht per person. Call 080-792-9450.

	Ban Khom Kham is in Phu Phiang district, Nan. Call 089-854-0387.

	Hong Chao Fong Kham is in Muang Nan district, Nan. It's open Wednesday to Sunday from 9am-5pm. Admission is 30 baht. Call 054-710-537.

	Doi Silver Factory is at 205, Pua district, Nan. Open daily from 8.30am to 5pm. Call 083-898-7198 or visit doisilverfactory.com.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Sept 4-10

									11 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix, HBO Go and Prime Video
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Slow Horses: Season 4

Premieres on Sept 4

This darkly funny espionage drama follows a team of British intelligence agents who serve in a dumping ground department of MI5 due to their career-ending mistakes. Led by their brilliant but irascible leader, the notorious Jackson Lamb, they navigate the espionage world's smoke and mirrors to defend England from sinister forces.



NETFLIX

[image: ]

Mother's Instinct

Premieres on Sept 4

Alice and Celine live a traditional lifestyle with successful husbands and sons of the same age. Life's perfect harmony is suddenly shattered after a tragic accident. Guilt, suspicion and paranoia combine to unravel their sisterly bond.

[image: ]

Breeders

Premieres on Sept 4

Breeders explores the paradox that every parent knows but never admits: you would die for your children, but you also want to kill them

[image: ]

Prison Break: Season 1 

Premiering on Sept 4 

Determined to help his brother break out of prison, a structural engineer holds up a bank so he can get arrested and smuggle in the prison blueprints. 

[image: ]

The Perfect Couple 

Premieres on Sept 5

Amelia is about to marry into one of the wealthiest families on Nantucket, until a shocking death derails the wedding and turns everyone into a suspect. Nicole Kidman and Liev Schreiber lead a stellar cast in this delicious whodunit based on Elin Hilderbrand's New York Times bestselling novel.

[image: ]

Selling Sunset: Season 8

Premieres on Sept 6

Chrishell, Chelsea, Emma, Mary and the rest of the Oppenheim Group return for a new season of high stakes luxury real estate. Who will rise to the top -- and who will crumble under pressure?

[image: ]

The Watcher

Premieres on Sept 6

Ominous letters. Strange neighbours. Sinister threats. A family moves into their suburban dream home, only to discover they've inherited a nightmare.

[image: ]

Rebel Ridge

Premieres on Sept 6

A former Marine confronts corruption in a small town when local law enforcement unjustly seizes the bag of cash he needs to post his cousin's bail.

[image: ]

Bangkok Love Story 

Premiering on Sept 9 

An unlikely, forbidden love blossoms between a police informant and the icy assassin sent to kill him in this steamy Thai crime drama.  



HBO/ HBO GO

[image: ]

Five Nights At Freddy's

Premieres on Sept 7

Can you survive five nights? As a troubled security guard begins working his night shift at Freddy Fazbear's Pizza, he quickly realises it won't be easy to make it through the night. Based on the video game series "Five Nights at Freddy's".



PRIME VIDEO

[image: ]

Call Me Bae 

Premieres on Sept 6

Downsized from heiress to hustler, Bella 'Bae' Chowdhary discovers her most valuable assets aren't her diamonds but her street smarts and style. Broke but refusing to be broken, she navigates the newsrooms of Mumbai, finding beaus, behens, and her better self while breaking the big news.
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