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Biden Expected to Block U.S. Steel Takeover



The Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States is expected to raise national security concerns about selling the iconic steel producer to Japan's Nippon Steel.




President Biden is preparing to soon block an attempt by Japan's Nippon Steel to buy U.S. Steel on national-security grounds.




By Andrew Duehren, Lauren Hirsch and Alan Rappeport


Sep 04, 2024


President Biden is preparing to soon block an attempt by Japan's Nippon Steel to buy U.S. Steel on national-security grounds, according to three people familiar with the matter, likely sinking a merger that became 
entangled in election-year politics
 in the United States.



The Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States, or CFIUS, has been scrutinizing the deal over potential risks.



A White House official told The New York Times that CFIUS "hasn't transmitted a recommendation to the president, and that's the next step in this process."



CFIUS is made up of members of the State, Defense, Justice, Commerce, Energy and Homeland Security Departments, and is led by the Treasury secretary, Janet L. Yellen.



The $15 billion deal, 
announced this past December
, has attracted scrutiny from the Biden administration and several lawmakers, who have questioned the prospect of a critical U.S. steel producer being sold to a foreign owner. They have 
warned
 that a foreign owner could be more likely to move U.S. Steel jobs and production overseas. The Steelworkers Union had vigorously opposed the deal, and its prospects were seen as pivotal in Pennsylvania, a key swing state in the presidential election.



President Biden said in the spring that U.S. Steel should remain American owned, and former President Donald J. Trump had also said he would block the sale. Over the weekend, Vice President Kamala Harris also said the industrial icon should remain American owned.



Shares of U.S. steel dropped 23 percent on Wednesday after The Washington Post and The Financial Times initially reported the expected move.



A spokesman for Nippon Steel declined to comment. A spokesman for U.S. Steel did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



Employees of U.S. Steel who were in favor of the deal held a rally at its headquarters on Wednesday.



"Today's rally is about displaying support for the transaction with Nippon Steel," David B. Burritt, the company's chief executive, said in a statement. "We want elected leaders and other key decision makers to recognize the benefits of the deal as well as the unavoidable consequences if the deal fails." 



Legal experts who specialize in international mergers and acquisitions said that a block of such a deal appeared to be overtly political and could damage America's reputation for having open markets.



"The U.S. will lose all standing to argue that F.D.I. screening regimes around the world should not be politicized," said John Kabealo, a Washington-based lawyer who specializes in cross-border transactions.



This is a developing story. Check back for updates.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/04/us/politics/biden-us-steel-nippon.html
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U.S. Announces Plan to Counter Russian Influence Ahead of 2024 Election



American spy agencies have assessed that the Kremlin favors former President Donald J. Trump, seeing him as skeptical of U.S. support for Ukraine.




Attorney General Merrick B. Garland with Christopher A. Wray, the F.B.I. director, and Lisa O. Monaco, the deputy attorney general, at a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force in Washington on Wednesday.




By Julian E. Barnes, Glenn Thrush and Steven Lee Myers


Sep 04, 2024


The United States on Wednesday announced a broad effort to push back on Russian influence campaigns in the 2024 election, as it tries to curb the Kremlin's use of state-run media and fake news sites to sway American voters.



The actions include sanctions, indictments and seizing of web domains that U.S. officials say the Kremlin uses to spread propaganda and disinformation about Ukraine, which Russia invaded more than two years ago.



Attorney General Merrick B. Garland detailed the actions taken by the Justice Department. They include the indictment of two Russian employees of RT, the state-owned broadcaster, who used a company in Tennessee to spread content, and the takedown of a Russian malign influence campaign known as Doppelganger.



"The American people are entitled to know when a foreign power engages in political activities or seeks to influence public discourse," Mr. Garland said.



The Treasury Department imposed sanctions on ANO Dialog, a Russian nonprofit that helps run the Doppelganger network, as well as the editor in chief of RT, Margarita S. Simonyan, and her deputies.



The State Department has offered a $10 million reward for information pertaining to foreign interference in an American election. The department specifically said it was seeking information on a group known as Russian Angry Hackers Did It, or RaHDit.



The State Department also said it would designate five Russian state-funded news outlets, including RT, Ruptly and Sputnik, as foreign government missions and restrict the issuance of visas to people working for Kremlin-supported media institutions.



American officials have stepped up their warnings about Russian election influence efforts. American spy agencies have assessed that the Kremlin favors former President Donald J. Trump over Vice President Kamala Harris in the November contest, seeing him as more skeptical of U.S. support for Ukraine.




An RT broadcast in Moscow in 2019. The United States has said that Russian intelligence agencies have been using the state-owned broadcaster to spread disinformation.




The United States was caught flat-footed in 2016 as its spy agencies learned about Russian efforts to influence the vote on behalf of Mr. Trump and were late in warning the public. In subsequent elections, U.S. intelligence officials more aggressively called out Russian, Chinese and Iranian efforts to influence American elections.



Officials say that fighting election interference has been more difficult this year. Some Americans, particularly Mr. Trump's supporters, see accusations that Russia is spreading disinformation as efforts to undermine their views.



Mr. Garland said the charges announced on Wednesday were not the end of the case: "The investigation is ongoing."



The Justice Department and the F.B.I. have also been 
investigating a handful of Americans
 accused of knowingly spreading false Kremlin narratives. But officials have emphasized that they are not aiming to curb free speech. Americans who merely repeat or spread stories they see on Russian state media are not being investigated as part of the efforts, officials said.



The officials say that RT has 
spread disinformation through bots
 and other means, but that they are looking more closely at how the Kremlin and its spy agencies influence the election.



As news of the indictments broke, 
RT posted a sarcastic response on its website
 from Anna Belkina, its deputy editor in chief. "There are three certainties in life: death, taxes and RT's interference in the American elections," the response read in part. 



The indictments on Wednesday 
charged two Russian employees of RT
, Kostiantyn Kalashnikov and Elena Afanasyeva, with conspiracy to violate the Foreign Agents Registration Act. They are accused of spending $10 million to secretly pay the unnamed Tennessee company to spread nearly 2,000 English-language videos on YouTube, TikTok, Instagram and X. 



Disinformation experts have long struggled to measure the effectiveness of Russian influence campaigns, but Justice Department officials said the videos, most of which support the goals of the Russian government, have gained 16 million views on YouTube.



Mr. Garland said the videos were "often consistent with Russia's interest in amplifying U.S. domestic divisions in order to weaken U.S. opposition to core Russian interests, particularly its ongoing war in Ukraine." The Tennessee company, he said, never disclosed its ties to the Russian government.




Margarita Simonyan, the editor in chief of RT, was among those hit with sanctions.




After a 
terrorist attack on a concert venue
 in Moscow in March, Ms. Afanasyeva directed the company to focus on the false narrative that Ukraine was responsible.



Justice Department officials declined to identify the firm, but the one in the indictment uses the same slogan as Tenet Media, a company registered in Tennessee that publishes videos and other content broadly supportive of Mr. Trump. The company -- and its most prominent commentators -- did not immediately respond to requests for comment.



The indictment does not directly accuse the company of wrongdoing but said that it had ties to RT and that its founders referred to their sponsor as "the Russians."



Critics of the U.S. moves said the indictments raised free speech issues and the possibility that the Biden administration was trying to censor pro-Russian commentary.



Paul M. Barrett, the deputy director of the Stern Center for Business and Human Rights at New York University, said the government had to tread carefully to distinguish between foreign election interference and First Amendment protections of free speech.



"The dividing line is when you identify activity, particularly concealed activity, that is circumventing established regulations for how we try to prevent foreign interference in our elections," he said. If that line is crossed, he added, "that's a complication, but it's not a reason to just run up the free speech flag and throw up your hands and we're helpless in the face of Vladimir Putin's very clever operatives."



The United States has already taken action against Russian organizations it believes are trying to influence American politics. In March, the 
Treasury Department imposed sanctions on a Russian group
 that has aided efforts to create fake news sites that spread misinformation, and in July it seized two internet domains that it also linked to RT and the Federal Security Service, a successor of the Soviet K.G.B.



The Justice Department action builds on that, saying it was seizing 32 more domains that were used to covertly spread Russian propaganda. According to the government affidavit, the Doppelganger campaign is run by Sergei Kiriyenko, a former prime minister who is now President Vladimir V. Putin's first deputy chief of staff.



Christopher A. Wray, the F.B.I. director, said the fake news sites had been seized by the government as of noon.



"When we learn that adversaries overseas are trying to hide who they are and where their propaganda is coming from, as part of campaigns to deliberately sow discord, we're going to continue to do everything we can to expose their hidden hand and disrupt their efforts," Mr. Wray said.



Mr. Garland said a Russian internal planning document stated that "the aim of the campaign is securing Russia's preferred outcome in the election."



The document, produced for the Social Design Agency, outlined plans to influence U.S. voters without identifying that the content was coming from the Russian government.



It lays out a plan to target voters in swing states (as determined by The New York Times's polling efforts), as well as voters in conservative states like Alabama, Texas and Kansas. The document says U.S. citizens of Hispanic descent, Jews and video gamers would also be targeted.



The goal, according to the document and the indictment, was to push Americans to support the idea that the United States should focus on "addressing its domestic issues instead of wasting money in Ukraine."



The Justice Department blocks out the names of the candidates the Russians support, but the document says that "it makes sense for Russia to put a maximum effort" into ensuring that the Republican Party's view, and in particular the opinions of Mr. Trump's supporters, "wins over U.S. public opinion."



The Doppelganger network used sites that impersonated legitimate news entities and fake social media profiles impersonating Americans.



The fake news sites targeted specific audiences in the United States by mimicking sites like Fox News and The Washington Post. The posts on the fake Post site had a pro-Russia and anti-Ukraine viewpoint, according to the court papers.



Reporting was contributed by 
Edward Wong
, 
Alan Feuer
 and 
Zolan Kanno-Youngs
 from Washington, and 
Paul Sonne
 from Berlin.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/04/us/politics/russia-election-influence.html
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With New Taliban Manifesto, Afghan Women Fear the Worst



Three years into its rule, the movement has codified its harsh Islamic decrees into law that now includes a ban on women's voices in public.




Afghanistan is the most restrictive country in the world for women, according to some experts.




By Christina Goldbaum and Najim Rahim


Sep 04, 2024


No education beyond the sixth grade. No employment in most workplaces and no access to public spaces like parks, gyms and salons. No long-distance travel if unaccompanied by a male relative. No leaving home if not covered from head to toe.



And now, the sound of a woman's voice outside the home has been outlawed in Afghanistan, according to a 114-page manifesto released late last month that codifies all of the Taliban government's decrees restricting women's rights.



A large majority of the prohibitions have been in place for much of the Taliban's three years in power, slowly squeezing Afghan women out of public life. But for many women across the country, the release of the document feels like a nail in the coffin for their dreams and aspirations.



Some had clung to the hope that the authorities might still reverse the most severe limitations, after Taliban officials suggested that high schools and universities would eventually reopen for women after they were shuttered. For many women, that hope is now dashed.



"We are going back to the first reign of the Taliban, when women did not have the right to leave the house," said Musarat Faramarz, 23, a woman in Baghlan Province, in northern Afghanistan, referring to the movement's rule from 1996 to 2001. "I thought that the Taliban had changed, but we are experiencing the previous dark times again."



Since the Taliban regained power in August 2021, the authorities have systematically rolled back the rights that women -- particularly those in less conservative urban centers -- had won during the 20-year U.S. occupation. Today, Afghanistan is the most restrictive country in the world for women, and the only one that bans high school education for girls, experts say.




Girls playing on a hillside overlooking Kabul, last year.




The publication of the regulations has ignited fears of a coming crackdown by emboldened officers of the so-called vice and virtue police, the government officials who don white robes and are stationed on street corners to ensure that the country's morality laws are observed.



The manifesto defines for the first time the enforcement mechanisms that can be used by these officers. While they have frequently issued verbal warnings, those officers are now empowered to damage people's property or detain them for up to three days if they repeatedly violate the vice and virtue laws.



Before the announcement of the laws, Freshta Nasimi, 20, who lives in Badakhshan Province in northeastern Afghanistan, had held on to any shred of hope she could find.



For a while, she was sustained by a rumor she heard from classmates that the government would broadcast girls' schooling over the television -- a concession that would allow girls to learn while keeping them in their home. But that dream was snuffed out after the authorities in Khost Province, in the country's east, banned such programs from the airwaves earlier this year. That signaled that other parts of the country could implement similar bans.



Now, Ms. Nasimi says, she is trapped at home. The new law barring women's voices -- they are considered an intimate part of a woman that must be covered -- effectively ensures that she cannot leave the house without a male relative. She worries that no taxi driver will speak with her, for fear of being reprimanded by the Taliban, she said, and no shopkeeper will entertain her requests.




At a school in Jowzjan Province in 2021, before the Taliban takeover.




She has accepted that her aspirations of becoming an engineer -- with the steady income and freedom it would bring -- are finished.



"My future?" she asked, resigned. "I don't have a future except being a housewife and raising children."



The publication of the vice and virtue laws, analysts say, is part of a governmentwide effort to codify the workings of every ministry to ensure they adhere to the extreme vision of Shariah law institutionalized by the Taliban's leader, Sheikh Haibatullah Akhundzada. The document is also, analysts say, intended to stamp out any Western principles of the U.S.-backed government that ran Afghanistan before the Taliban's return to power.



The Taliban have forcefully rejected outside pressure to ease the restrictions on women, even as the policies have isolated Afghanistan from much of the West. Taliban officials defend the laws as rooted in the Islamic teachings that govern the country. "Afghanistan is an Islamic nation; Islamic laws are inherently applicable within its society," the spokesman for the government, Zabiullah Mujahid, said in a statement.



But the regulations have drawn widespread criticism from human rights groups and the United Nations mission in Afghanistan. The mission's head, Roza Otunbayeva, called them "a distressing vision for Afghanistan's future" that extends the "already intolerable restrictions" on women's rights.



Even visual cues of womanhood have been slowly scrubbed from the public realm.



Over the past three years, women's faces have been torn from advertisements on billboards, painted over in murals on school walls and scratched off posters lining city streets. The heads of female mannequins, dressed in all-black, all-concealing abayas, are covered in tinfoil.




Defaced wall posters featuring beauty advertisements for women in Kabul.




Even before the new manifesto, the threat of being reprimanded by the vice and virtue police lingered in the air as women were barred from more and more public places.



"I live at home like a prisoner," said Ms. Faramarz, the woman from Baghlan. "I haven't left the house in three months," she added.



The reversal of rights has been perhaps the hardest for the girls who came of age in an era of opportunity for women during the U.S. occupation.



Some girls, determined to plow ahead with their education, have found ad hoc ways to do so. Underground schools for girls, often little more than a few dozen students and a tutor tucked away in people's private homes, have cropped up across the country. Others have turned to online classes, even as the internet cuts in and out.



Mohadisa Hasani, 18, began studying again about a year after the Taliban seized power. She had talked to two former classmates who were evacuated to the United States and Canada. Hearing about what they were studying in school stoked jealousy in her at first. But then she saw opportunity, she said.



She asked those friends to spend an hour each week teaching her the lessons they were learning in physics and chemistry. She woke up for the calls at 6 a.m. and spent the days in between poring over photos of textbooks sent by the friends, Mina and Mursad.




A street in Kabul last year.




"Some of my friends are painting, they are writing, they are doing underground taekwondo classes," Ms. Hasani said. "Our depression is always there, but we have to be brave."



"I love Afghanistan, I love my country. I just don't love the government and people forcing their beliefs onto others," she added.



The classes and artistic outlets, while informal, have given girls, especially in more progressive cities, a dose of hope and purpose. But the reach of those programs goes only so far.



Rahmani, 43, who preferred to go by only her surname for fear of retribution, said that she began taking sleeping pills every night to dampen the anxiety she feels over providing for her family.



A widow, Ms. Rahmani worked for nonprofit groups for nearly 20 years before the Taliban seized power, earning more than enough to provide for her four children. Now, she says, she not only cannot provide for them after women were barred from working for such groups -- but she has also lost her sense of self.



"I miss the days when I used to be somebody, when I could work and earn a living and serve my country," Ms. Rahmani explained. "They have erased our presence from society."




A high school student who lost access to class in Kabul, in 2022.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/04/world/asia/women-taliban-prohibitions-afghanistan.html
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This November, voters in rural Perry County, Mo., will face a ballot with candidates for a bevy of local offices: state senator, state representative and circuit judge; two county commissioners, sheriff and many more.



What they won't face is a choice.



Each of the 17 down-ballot races in Perry County has only one candidate. Just south, Cape Girardeau County fares only slightly better: Three of 12 races have two candidates. 



All the candidates in the uncontested races are Republicans. And in those few races where a Democrat also is on the ballot, Republican victories are foregone conclusions in a rural area where voters overwhelmingly favor the G.O.P.



"There's strength in numbers," Kelly McKerrow, the chairwoman of the Perry County Democratic Party organization, said. "And we just don't have them."



Amid the feverish handicapping of an election often called crucial to the future of American democracy, Missouri tells a different story, repeated time and again across a deeply polarized country where it can feel futile to run as a Democrat or Republican in a stronghold of the other party. In half of all races for partisan offices, candidates are elected -- often multiple times -- without opposition.




"There's strength in numbers," Kelly McKerrow, the chairwoman of the Perry County Democratic Party, said. "And we just don't have them."




And though defending democracy was a dominant theme of the Democratic National Convention last month, in the 2022 midterms, Democrats failed to field a single candidate for fully half of all partisan offices -- well over three times the rate of Republican no-shows.



That analysis of electoral competition comes from three nonprofit groups that assembled a database of races in the 2022 election cycle for more than 29,400 partisan offices nationwide, from U.S. senator to members of local airport district boards. Of those offices, 14,450 had but one candidate.



No complete accounting of all the nation's uncontested races exists, but other studies have turned up roughly similar results. The online database Ballotpedia says that, on average, 58 percent of the thousands of elections 
it follows
 have a single candidate. The survey of 2022 elections is more extensive, but covered fewer offices in some states than in others.



Contest Every Race
, a project of the progressive nonprofit 
Movement Labs
, is using the data to recruit Democratic candidates in places where the party lacks a presence. That group and the others, the nonpartisan 
BallotReady
 and the progressive 
Pipeline Fund
, placed no conditions on a reporter's use of data on the 2022 races.



Political scholars say that politicians elected without opposition 
cast fewer votes and introduce less legislation
, and that no-contest elections depress voter turnout.



One-sided elections also lead to one-sided policies untempered by political opposition, said Keel Hunt, a onetime aide to the former Tennessee governor Lamar Alexander, a Republican. Mr. Hunt, the 
author of three books
 on the state's political history, said the repercussions are playing out nationwide in states overwhelmingly dominated by one party.



"You see extremist gerrymanders," he said. "You see all these rules affecting how people live, from the schoolhouse and banning books to the hospital and abortion laws. You get this kind of extremism that only reinforces itself if there's never any competition."




The counties hugging the Mississippi River south of St. Louis illustrate why rebuilding lost rural political allegiances can be supremely difficult.




Uncontested elections are hardly limited to small-bore offices. On November's ballot, three of four elections to the Georgia Supreme Court -- which seems almost certain to decide whether the Fulton County 
election interference case
 against former President Donald J. Trump will proceed -- have but one candidate. All three Nevada Supreme Court races are uncontested; so are all five in Oregon.



In Wisconsin, the 
online publication Bolts reports
, 67 of 71 races this fall for county district attorney -- the office that decides who is and is not charged with a crime -- are uncontested. In Ohio, 73 of 88 county prosecutors 
are running unopposed
. In Texas, only 31 of 254 county sheriff races are contested.



It is not only Democrats who fail to field candidates. Republicans don't contest state legislative seats in Chicago, Pittsburgh, Oklahoma City and other big cities. They lack candidates in places as different as liberal California and Massachusetts and overwhelmingly poor and Black parts of the Deep South.



But while the electorate splits roughly equally between the two parties, Democrats contest far fewer offices. One reason is that Republicans control more statehouses that have gerrymandered Democrats out of contention for legislative seats.



But much of the disparity exists because voters have left the Democratic Party in many rural counties that are sparsely populated, but have as many elective posts as larger ones.



"The distribution of offices does not align with the distribution of voters," said Barry C. Burden, who heads the 
Election Research Center
 at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.



That means Republicans have deep roots both in rural states and states with big Democratic cities. In Illinois, for example, Chicago makes the state reliably Democratic in national politics, but the 2022 elections survey found that Democrats failed to contest nearly 500 partisan offices, largely in the rural parts of the state, compared to 181 for Republicans.




J. Michael Davis is running against a Republican incumbent in the 147th District of the Missouri House of Representatives.




In Missouri, despite big Democratic population centers in St. Louis and Kansas City, the 2022 survey found that seven in 10 partisan offices in the state went uncontested -- and Democrats were absent eight times more often than Republicans.



That is striking because Democrats held most major Missouri offices, including governor, U.S. senator and secretary of state, barely a decade ago.



There is no shortage of opinions on the reason for that collapse. But Pam Muench, a 67-year-old real-estate entrepreneur who was elected last month to the Perry County Republican Central Committee, said it comes down to one word: values.



"Republicans are mainly Christian," she said, stressing the party's opposition to abortion. "They're business owners, and they don't want high crime. Look at the big cities that are run by Democrats and how they look, so run down." 



The counties hugging the Mississippi River south of St. Louis illustrate why rebuilding lost rural political allegiances is supremely difficult.



In Cape Girardeau, a river town of 40,000, J. Michael Davis, a Democrat, Navy veteran and Methodist pastor, is running against a Republican incumbent in the State House of Representatives. His yard signs omit his political affiliation. He campaigns less on issues than on being a common-sense problem solver.



"I might not do any better than anyone else has done in the past, but I hope I do at least as good," he said in an interview.



That almost certainly would not be good enough. Andy Leighton, the chair of the county Democratic Party, says resurrecting the party's fortunes is both a moral and political calling. "Someone who is living in rural Missouri has to stand up to say 'We can do better than this,'" he said.



But though rebuilding is not impossible, he said, it is very hard. Mr. Leighton won 31 percent of the vote in his 2022 race for the same seat.




Pam Muench, 67, and her husband, Allen, were both elected to the Perry County Republican Central Committee last month. 




"No matter what you do to push the needle, it's going to be a 35 percent vote total for you," he said. "People want to invest in winners. And when you know you're going to get 35 percent, no matter what, it's hard to invest in that."



A shortage of money, he said, is crucial. National party leaders pour dollars into states where races for federal offices determine national power. Democratic donors in Missouri cities do not make up the shortfall.



And even when there is money, getting a message out is challenging. Newspapers are dying, local television news is sparse and a typical media diet can range from Facebook to Fox News. "Everybody's so scattered and in their own little echo chamber," Mr. Leighton said.



"There's an old saying in politics that you've got to get the talk right," said Al Cross, a political analyst and former director of the Institute for Rural Journalism at the University of Kentucky. "And once your base gets below 30 or 35 percent, you've lost the talk. People who still identify with the Democratic Party are afraid to say that. And that's much more true in rural places because of the importance of personal contact."



"I won't put a yard sign out," said Dr. McKerrow, of the Perry County Democrats. "I mean, it's a dead end. It's not worth it."



That makes potential candidates wary of undertaking hopeless races that could affect their social lives and even businesses. In southern Missouri, Democrats seeking office sometimes choose to run as Republicans.



"It's a big commitment to put a 'D' behind your name, risk your reputation, risk losing your job, knowing that you're going to get 35 percent of the vote," Mr. Leighton said. The alternative -- quitting work to campaign and fund-raise full-time -- is "a really hard act," he said.




Cape Girardeau is a river town of 40,000 people.




Yet political scholars and strategists alike say running is the only way to claw back lost voters. Ben Wikler, the chair of the Wisconsin Democratic Party, said the party recruits and counsels rural candidates -- and gives even guaranteed losers a cash stipend -- because "if you don't take a swing at it, you never get anywhere."



One result: Democratic candidates for seats in Wisconsin's State Assembly and State Senate this November outnumber Republican ones.



Lauren Gepford, a vice president at Movement Labs, oversees the effort by Contest Every Race to recruit and finance rural Democratic candidates. About four in 10 go on to win, she said, but the benefits extend beyond that.



"Our initial goal was to make sure that everybody has a choice on their ballot," she said. "But we've seen when a Democrat runs locally it reshapes political terrain. There's some counties that we've worked in for six years now where you'll see that they've become consistently more Democratic."



Contest Every Race encourages candidates to use yard signs and billboards that show local supporters they are not alone. Some signs display only the words "
Rural Strong
," over a logo depicting farmland -- a sort of secret handshake binding like-minded voters.



"People think that they can't say they're a Democrat because they'll lose their friends," Ms. Gepford said. "But when they find out that actually the person standing next to them in church, in the grocery store, was also a Democrat and not talking about it, that's been really powerful."



Kirsten Noyes
 and 
Jack Begg
 contributed research.
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To reach the last row of Section 323 in Arthur Ashe Stadium -- one of the highest vantage points from which to watch U.S. Open matches -- is something of a marathon.



It starts off easy with a quick flight of stairs, followed by three escalator rides. (There are stairs but it's best to pace yourself.) From there, fans must trudge through a crowded promenade level that gets tighter when lines for gift shops and concession stands collide.



The final ascent is a flight of nine steps, then a turn, followed by another six steps, another turn and then a heart-pumping 71 steps to Row Z.



But once at the top, fans have two expansive views: before them, a match unfolding on Arthur Ashe, and behind them, an unbroken landscape of New York City, with planes touching down or taking off from La Guardia Airport, and trains passing through Mets-Willets Point station and Citi Field, home of the Mets.




Citi Field and elevated train tracks can be seen from the U.S. Open.





Nick Gill doesn't love Row Z, but the price is right.




Courtside, fans are expected to be quieter during play, keeping chatter to a minimum. But it's much more relaxed in the upper tiers of Arthur Ashe, and that's part of the draw for some who find that the nosebleeds have their own kind of luxury. Fans chat about the match while enjoying the breeze and 
shade
 in between sips of beer and Honey Deuces, the tournament's signature drink.



"One thing I like about Row Z is you can actually talk up here without disrupting the player," said William Robinson, 27, a financial analyst originally from New Zealand who, three Heinekens in, was cheering on an Australian player during a night match last weekend.



And though the seats in the highest rows may be some of the farthest from the court, they also offer some of the most accessible ticket prices. Depending on the round of the tournament, resale tickets at the top of Arthur Ashe -- in the upper rows of the 300 level -- range between $100 and $500 a seat. On courtside, some seats cost over $8,000 for the men's semifinal on Friday night.



"I don't like
 
sitting up here, but it's cheap, it's affordable, for a casual fan," said Nick Gill, 29, of Woodbury, N.J. Seated next to Mr. Robinson, Mr. Gill, who also works in finance and was enjoying his fourth Honey Deuce, had struck up a conversation with his neighbor, though the two men were rooting for opposing players.



A cheap seat in Ashe is also a useful tournament hack, many fans said, since it allows for general admission -- on a first-come, first serve basis -- to other matches throughout the grounds.



On Friday, during the much-hyped match between the Americans Frances Tiafoe and Ben Shelton, the top rows of the stadium -- a 236,600 square-foot venue that holds nearly 24,000 fans -- looked to be half-empty.



Down below, most of the courtside seats were taken, and the atmosphere was tense. But the mood up top was relaxed, as tennis fans, seemingly undaunted by the distance between them and the court, zeroed in on the action, with plenty of elbow room and leg space.



Andrea and Cristina Rodriguez, sisters who live in Forest Hills, Queens, said it was their annual tradition to come to the U.S. Open every Friday before Labor Day Weekend. They always sit in the nosebleeds, and this year they were in Row Y.



"I feel like I'm in one of the boxes," said Andrea, a textile designer. "We are very alone, we have a lot of space. People are very, very nice. We can really see and watch the game. It's just fabulous."



"I'm in heaven," said Cristina, who works for a lighting design company.



Also watching the all-American match from the top of Arthur Ashe on Friday afternoon was Marissa Kornblau, a therapist, who had come in for the day from Chappaqua, N.Y., with her two daughters, Lexie, 12, and Maya, 6.



Maya looked like she was done for the day, as she curled up into her chair and grew quiet. But Lexie was still buzzing from seeing her favorite player, Coco Gauff, last year's women's singles champion.



"No one really blocks you up here," Lexie said. "And you can see the skyline. It's pretty."



This year though, Lexie and other fans enjoying the view from up top have had to contend with a new policy that allows people to move more freely throughout the stadiums.



Previously, fans would have had to wait until players switch sides of the court to take their seats, and those waits could take a while if a game went long.



The new policy means that people can leave their seats in the middle of the point, even if it means disrupting someone else's view of a match.



Enforcement of rules about leaving seats has always been more lax in the upper tiers, but the new policy seems to have encouraged even more movement. In the lower bowls of Arthur Ashe and other stadiums across the grounds, ushers still manage the movement of fans to avoid disrupting players on the court.




Workers clean nosebleed seats at Arthur Ashe Stadium.





The upper tier seats offer two views.




This year, the Australian Open made a similar change that allowed fans to move freely between games. Andrea Rodriguez said she had an issue with the relaxing of the rules.



"I liked it better with more security, because there was more respect for the game, more respect for the match, more respect for the spectators," she said. "You could watch and nobody could interrupt."



Other fans said they didn't mind the extra commotion or a chatty crowd.



"Look, until now, the players insisted on this being like a lecture in a university," said Yair Givoni, 75, of Israel, who had tickets for all 14 days of the tournament. "In football, the crowd is noisy. In basketball, the crowd is noisy."



Perhaps one of the better perks about the nosebleeds is the shade they offer, especially during the height-of-day matches.



Lucas Mazzei, 27 of Niagara Falls, Canada, was visiting the U.S. Open for the first time last week when temperatures rose into the upper 80s. He had a seat closer to the action in Arthur Ashe, but with the sun beating down, he decided to move to higher ground, opting for shade over a better view.



"I don't mind it up here," he said. "You can see everything pretty clearly."



Inside Arthur Ashe on Friday, Julio Santos, 26, of Orlando, Fla., took in the view from the heights of the stadium.



"I prefer the top," he said, adding that he likes to sit up high at football games, too. "It's great because you get the aerial view of everything."



Mr. Santos's girlfriend, Noemis Marrero, 26, of Orlando, taking in her first tennis match, also was a fan of the shade.



"It's a little breezy," she said, "which is not a bad thing."



Not everyone was content to be in Row Z.



"It's just a disaster," said Jennifer Shalhoub, a client associate at Merrill Lynch who was pregnant and due in two days.



She and her husband, who come to the Open every year and usually sit closer to the court, wanted to see Novak Djokovic play one more time before she gave birth. The couple, both 35 and from Edgewater, N.J, had bought same-day tickets closer to the court on StubHub, but the transaction hadn't gone through. As a consolation, the service had offered them replacement tickets in Row Z.



The couple was making the best of it, they said, but Ms. Shalhoub had to pause to catch her breath halfway up the final steps to get to their seats.



"The ambiance is great," she said. "It kind of sucks I can't have a Honey Deuce but I'm having a Heineken 0.0." (The 0.0 is non-alcoholic.)



They'd also adjusted to the new sight lines, too. "It's not bad except for the perception that there's nobody behind us," Mr. Shalhoub said. "If there were 500 more rows behind us, I'd be like, 'These are amazing seats.' But because it's the last row, it makes me feel like I'm in ... the last row."




Matthew Shalhoub, left, and Jennifer Shalhoub sat in Row Z a couple days before their baby's due date.
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Activists Charged With Pushing Russian Propaganda Go on Trial in Florida



Experts say the case offers a window into how the Russian government tries to influence American elections and promote its own geopolitical agenda.




Omali Yeshitela is one of four Americans who have pleaded not guilty to conspiring on behalf of Russia. "We're just a vehicle that's being used to assault free speech," he said in an interview.




By Patricia Mazzei


Sep 03, 2024


An unusual trial scheduled to begin on Tuesday in Tampa, Fla., involves obscure candidates for local office, activist groups far outside the political mainstream and relatively little money changing hands.



But experts say it offers a rare glimpse into how Russia has tried for decades to secretly influence American politics.



Prosecutors say that Russia, in relatively low-tech fashion, sought out a sympathetic group in the United States, invited its leader to visit Moscow and established a long-term relationship through calls, email and electronic messages. The group, which has long had a presence in St. Petersburg, Fla., then promoted Russian views on its website, social media accounts and radio station. One post argued that Russian athletes should be allowed to participate in the 2016 Summer Olympics.



Four Americans face charges that they conspired to have other U.S. citizens act as illegal agents of the Russian government, or that they acted as unregistered Russian agents themselves. The prosecutors say that Russians directed them -- and in some cases, paid them -- to push Russian propaganda, including after their country invaded Ukraine in 2022.



The defendants, who have pleaded not guilty, say that the U.S. government is criminalizing dissent protected under the First Amendment. All four of them are current or former members of the African People's Socialist Party, an organization promoting Black power; three are also members of the Uhuru Movement, the party's activist arm, which is based in St. Petersburg and St. Louis.



One of the defendants also founded a different group, Black Hammer, a radical Black separatist organization in Atlanta. The Uhuru Movement supports self-determination for Black people and has protested issues from racism and colonialism to local police conduct for decades.




The trial at the Sam M. Gibbons United States Courthouse in Tampa is expected to last about four weeks. 




"We are innocent of what they claim we've done," Omali Yeshitela, the chairman of the Uhuru Movement and one of the defendants, said in an interview. "We're just a vehicle that's being used to assault free speech."



Regardless of the outcome of the trial, which is expected to last about four weeks, experts say it offers a window into how the Russian government has long tried to influence U.S. elections and promote Russia's geopolitical agenda.



"Infiltrating social movements has been core to Russian espionage since the 1950s," said Bret Schafer, a senior fellow at the German Marshall Fund, a Washington-based research group that promotes democracy. Some of the infiltration attempts involve unwitting Americans, he added.



In the Florida case, which did not result in any pro-Russia candidate elected to public office, the payoff for Russia may seem exceedingly small. But on a broader level, Mr. Schafer said, Russia wants more "authentic" American groups to adopt Russia's perspective.



"Even if they are not in a real position of power," he said, "if you can infiltrate and influence enough of these groups and have them at some level adopting positions that are beneficial to you -- and that doesn't necessarily mean pro-Russian positions, but just to further radicalize them and create further divisions -- we know that's obviously a win for Russia."



In the 2023 indictment of Mr. Yeshitela and his co-defendants, prosecutors said that a Russian man, Aleksandr Viktorovich Ionov, engaged with the four and with unnamed co-conspirators for years, urging them to make pro-Russian statements while he backed their unsuccessful campaigns for the St. Petersburg City Council in 2017 and 2019.



According to prosecutors, the events took place between 2014 and 2022, and Mr. Ionov worked with the F.S.B., a Russian intelligence agency. Mr. Ionov was indicted in the case in 2022; two other Russians, Aleksey Borisovich Sukhodolov and Yegor Sergeyevich Popov, both apparent F.S.B. officials, were indicted in 2023. None of the three are in the United States at this point and therefore will likely never face trial.



Mr. Yeshitela's co-defendants are Penny Joanne Hess, an Uhuru Movement leader; Jesse Nevel, an Uhuru Movement member; and Augustus C. Romain Jr., a former African People's Socialist Party member and founder of Black Hammer.



The relationship between Russia and the Uhuru Movement began after Mr. Ionov paid for Mr. Yeshitela to travel to Moscow twice in 2015, the indictment says. Mr. Ionov acted through his organization, the Anti-Globalization Movement of Russia, which prosecutors say was funded by the Russian government.



They say that Mr. Ionov paid the Uhuru Movement nearly $7,000 to conduct a four-city protest tour in 2016 drawing attention to a "Petition on Crime of Genocide Against African People in the United States," which it had previously submitted to the United Nations. 




Mr. Yeshitela, center, with fellow defendants Penny Joanne Hess, left, and Jesse Nevel. Each faces a maximum penalty of 10 years in prison.




In 2019, the indictment says, Mr. Ionov referred in communications with his F.S.B. handlers to a St. Petersburg City Council candidate "whom we supervise," adding that he consulted on the campaign "every week."



The only Uhuru Movement member to run for the City Council that year was Akile Anai, whose name appeared on the ballot as Eritha "Akile" Cainion. She received about 18 percent of the vote in the runoff election and lost. She has not been charged in the case and is unnamed in the indictment.



In 2022, the indictment says, Mr. Ionov provided designs for protest signs and paid nearly $3,000 for Mr. Romain and three other Black Hammer members to travel to San Francisco to protest at the headquarters of an unnamed social media company that restricted pro-Russian posts about the invasion of Ukraine. News articles at the time reported on a protest outside Meta, the company that owns Facebook.



Mr. Romain later protested United States policy on Russia in Atlanta in 2022, also at the direction of Mr. Ionov, the indictment says.



Mark O'Brien, a lawyer assisting Mr. Romain, said in written responses to questions that Mr. Romain "never knew he was dealing with the Russian government," has no relationship with the other defendants and plans to testify at trial.



Mr. Yeshitela, who is 82, acknowledged traveling to Russia and other countries for conferences. But he and his lawyers denied that the defendants acted at the direction and control of Russia, saying their actions were protected speech consistent with their political views. Those views simply did not align with U.S. policy, the lawyers said.



And the group considered the payments sent by Mr. Ionov to be donations backing the Uhuru Movement's actions, not payment for actions on behalf of Russia.



"We've been doing this work now for more than 50 years," Mr. Yeshitela said.



The maximum penalty that Mr. Yeshitela, Ms. Hess and Mr. Nevel could face is 10 years in prison for failing to register as a foreign agent and five years for the charge of conspiring to have others act as Russian agents.



Mr. Romain, who was not charged with failing to register as a foreign agent, could face a maximum penalty of five years in prison. He is defending himself in court.
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One recent evening, as heavy monsoon rains pounded down, Fauzia and her extended family of 15 huddled under a makeshift tent, its top patched with large plastic sheets.



Two years ago, her home was damaged in some of the worst flooding to ever hit Pakistan, a catastrophe that left more than 1,700 people dead and affected 30 million. Her family rebuilt three rooms with borrowed money and the sale of livestock. But as torrential rains have returned this year, their home has been damaged yet again, forcing them into the tent during downpours. Their memories of 2022 fill them with fear.



"Our children are terrified of the rain now," said Fauzia, who, like many women in rural Pakistan, goes by one name. "Whenever it rains or the wind picks up, they cling to us and cry, 'We will drown.'"



As unusually heavy rains lash Pakistan during this monsoon season, Fauzia is one of millions across the country who had only just recovered from the devastating 2022 floods and are now bracing for the possibility of losing what they had rebuilt.



That prospect has stoked outrage among some Pakistanis, who say that the authorities have not adequately prepared for the latest deluges, which have killed at least 285 people since July 1, according to the National Disaster Management Authority.



Government officials say they have taken steps like implementing early warning systems and strengthening embankments along major rivers. But critics say that Pakistan's political, economic and security instability has pushed flood recovery and climate-change mitigation measures to the bottom of the government's priorities.




"Our children are terrified of the rain now," said Fauzia, whose home had to be rebuilt after flooding in 2022. The home was damaged again this summer from heavy rains.




Environmental groups have criticized the government for what they called delayed and insufficient relief efforts; substandard infrastructure, especially in rural areas unprepared for large-scale disasters; and pervasive issues of corruption, mismanagement and lack of coordination among agencies.



In recent weeks, Pakistan has been afflicted both by heavy rains and unusually 
high temperatures
 that have accelerated snowmelt in its mountainous northern regions. The runoff has turned into roaring rivers, drenching the south.



The torrential rains are expected to continue for weeks, according to the Pakistan Meteorological Department.



In the remote Upper Dir district of the northwestern province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a mudslide set off by heavy monsoon rains struck a house late last week, killing 12 people, most of them children, rescue officials said.



The province of Balochistan, in the southwest, is also grappling with widespread flooding. Infrastructure has been damaged and vital services have been disrupted, including the gas supply to several districts, among them Quetta, the provincial capital.



Experts have linked Pakistan's floods in recent years to 
climate change
, with rains getting more intense during the monsoon season, which runs from July to September. The 2022 disaster caused an estimated $30 billion in damage, the equivalent of nearly 9 percent of the country's annual economic output.



The floodwaters left deep scars in the villages of southern Sindh Province, where Fauzia lives with her family. Sindh, positioned downstream from Pakistan's other provinces in the country's southeast, bore the brunt of the 2022 floods. Nearly 
1,100 people in the province were killed
, and almost eight million were displaced.




The Dadu district in Sindh Province, which bore the brunt of the 2022 floods, with nearly eight million people being displaced. 




Fauzia's village is in the Dadu district, one of the hardest hit in the flooding two years ago. The village is called Allah Bachayo, which means "God saves." The heavy rains that caused the 2022 flooding lasted for more than 24 hours, Fauzia said, inundating the entire region. The family survived by going to the top of a nearby canal embankment.



Recent torrential rains have only compounded the suffering. "The rainwater pooled outside our homes has been causing us immense anxiety and bringing back traumatic memories of the 2022 floods," said Fauzia, her gaze fixed on the standing water.



Government reconstruction efforts have yet to fully repair the damage. Electricity remains scarce after the floods severely damaged the power infrastructure. Many people are living in makeshift tents near their destroyed houses, and children still lack access to education.



After the disaster, the Sindh government announced a plan to 
rebuild 2.1 million
 houses. But many villagers complain that only a fraction of the promised assistance has been delivered.



For those who have received the aid, the reconstruction payment -- $1,078 in three installments -- is insufficient to build even a single room measuring 16 by 18 feet without a kitchen.



Shahzadi, a woman in her 50s, had to supplement the government assistance by selling her goats and jewelry, raising an additional $450 for the construction.




Rebuilding a home that was destroyed in 2022. 




On a recent afternoon, she and her daughter worked tirelessly alongside a mason, mixing cement and passing concrete blocks to save on labor costs. "We can't afford to pay two helpers $22 a day each," she said, her hands caked with mud. She said that the cost of construction materials had doubled since the 2022 floods.



Before the disaster, Shahzadi lived in a three-room house with her family. They have since spent two long years living in tents.



As for her new one-room house, "it's not a home; it's a compromise," she said with a sigh, glancing at the half-finished structure. "But at least our children can live in a room instead of under the open sky."



The crisis in the villages has been worsened by two consecutive years of poor crop yields, a result of damage to irrigation systems. Even though electric power has not been restored, villagers complain that they continue to receive electricity bills.



In Sindh, farmers typically grow two crops a year. They harvest rice and cotton in the fall and then start planting wheat around late October or November.



Maqbool Ahmed, a 55-year-old small landowner, was unable to plant wheat in 2022, as it took five months for the water to recede from his fields.




Maqbool Ahmed, fearing floods, planted rice on only half his land this season. That land was inundated.




This year, Mr. Ahmed planted rice on only half of his land, fearing another flood. His fears were justified -- the monsoon rains have once again inundated his crop.



"In this uncertain weather, landlords and farmers cannot cultivate anything," he said. "It will only lead to more losses." Mr. Ahmed, like many other farmers, has taken on 
crushing debt
 after their homes and farmland suffered damage.



Many families have still not returned after being displaced by the 2022 floods. Tens of thousands are living in precarious conditions in the slums of Karachi, an already overcrowded port city of more than 20 million people.



These displaced families, once rooted in rural life and farming, are struggling to adapt to unpredictable city life.



Masooda, a 35-year-old mother of three, is sharing a cramped rented house in Karachi with two other displaced families, paying $53 a month for rent and electricity. Her family's home in Dadu, built of mud and straw, was swept away two years ago.



Despite the hardships, Masooda expressed gratitude for the livelihood, however tenuous, that Karachi offers. Her husband, whose eyesight has deteriorated, earns about $2 a day by cobbling shoes with the help of their 5-year-old son.



"At least here, my husband can work and we have a roof over our heads," she said. "That's more than we would have if we went back."




Stains on a classroom wall showed how high floodwaters reached in 2022.
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Short Notice and Blocked Exits Proved Lethal in Strike in Ukraine



When two Russian ballistic missiles struck a military academy in Poltava, debris blocked corridors and exits. Cadets near a bomb shelter survived. Others did not.




Viktor, 64, center, waiting on Wednesday outside an hospital's intensive-care unit for news of his son Oleksandr, 40, who was receiving treatment after the bombing of a military academy the day before.




By Andrew E. Kramer and Maria Varenikova
Photographs by David Guttenfelder


Sep 04, 2024


The Russian missiles that tore into a Ukrainian military academy on Tuesday proved so lethal because cadets had barely two minutes to seek safety in a bomb shelter and because debris from explosions then blocked emergency exits, the academy director said Wednesday.



The director, Ihor Matsiuk, said that the strike on the academy, in the eastern city of Poltava, happened as lessons were in session and most of the cadets were in class. Many students in classrooms near the shelter survived, while those farther away suffered a higher toll in dead and wounded, Mr. Matsiuk said at a news conference.



Two of six emergency exits were blocked, he said, while interior corridors that students might have used for escape collapsed.



When the air alarm sounded, "everyone started running to the shelter," said Andriy, a cadet who was interviewed at a hospital as he visited wounded friends and who asked to be identified only by his first name. He reached the shelter just as there was "a terrible roar and the ground shook," he said, adding somberly, "I managed to get into the shelter, unlike others."



Within seven minutes of the alarm's sounding, the academy had evacuated more than 1,000 people, Mr. Matsiuk said.




Lining up in a clinic in Poltava on Wednesday to donate blood after the Russian attack.




By late Wednesday, the death toll had risen to 53, with 297 people wounded and five missing and believed to be under the sprawl of bricks and beams at the site, emergency workers said. A medical clinic that was part of the military complex was also damaged.



Ukraine's Parliament plans a hearing on Thursday to investigate of the strike. But the attack highlighted Ukraine's challenge of preparing soldiers to wage war, because any gathering of soldiers, even far from the front lines, becomes a target.



A top lawmaker said that having so many military personnel in a single known location, vulnerable to ballistic missiles that fly at many times the speed of sound, raises questions for Ukrainian military's leadership.



"Military education was taking place in a building everybody knew about," the lawmaker, Roman Kostenko, the chairman of the defense and intelligence committee in Parliament and a colonel in the Ukrainian Army, said in an interview. "That is the biggest problem."



Already in the war, he said, soldiers have been killed by missile strikes on barracks at bases used for years. Closer to the front lines, Ukrainian soldiers fan out, often living in abandoned houses in villages.




An injured man being wheeled into the intensive-care unit of the hospital on Wednesday.




Andriy, the cadet at the hospital, and two other cadets said no students were standing at formation or gathered for a ceremony before the strike.



Russian missile strikes can be capricious, sometimes hitting with precision and lethal effect and other times straying from targets, merely gauging gaping craters in parking lots or fields.



Since Russia began an intensified barrage of long-range strikes on Ukraine nine days ago, hundreds of missiles and drones have streaked into the country.  A strike on the western city of Lviv on Wednesday killed seven people, including four members of one family. None were as deadly as the attack on Poltava.



The rescue operation in the city Tuesday night and Wednesday was gruesome and exhausting as emergency workers covered in dust pulled bodies, some missing limbs, from the rubble. The work was interrupted by 13 air-raid alerts on Tuesday and Wednesday as Russia sent jets into the air that could have fired missiles; activity from Russian planes sets off alerts even if no missiles are fired.



A firefighter who asked to be identified only by his first name, Dmytro, said the repeated alerts had slowed the rescue effort but that he and his colleagues had learned to work while frequently leaving the site for short periods in case of a repeat attack. "We do this often," he said.




Rescue workers at the military academy in Poltava on Tuesday.




Hospitals filled with wounded. At the Sklifosovsky regional hospital, a tearful mother tried to see her son in the intensive-care ward but was told his condition was too unstable for a visit. People moved in and out of the hospital, their voices trembling as they delivered news to their relatives by phone. "He is screaming of pain," one mother said.



Emergency workers rescued a young woman still alive under the rubble around noon on Wednesday. It was more than 24 hours after the missile strike, when the chances of finding people alive diminish. An ambulance brought her, unconscious and bruised, to the hospital.



Hundreds of people turned up to donate blood, forming a long, snaking line under walnut trees in a hospital yard. On Wednesday, 255 people donated to the local blood center, said Volodymyr Rudikov, the chief doctor there, and Poltava hospitals were fully supplied with blood.



In the minutes after the explosion on Tuesday, Valeria Nor, 32, raced to a kindergarten near the military installation to check on her 3-year-old daughter. In the neighborhood around the school, she said, soldiers and cadets had spread out, some drenched in blood.



They bandaged one another's wounds, and residents helped, she said. Some soldiers had blood coming out of their ears.



Ms. Nor's husband, a doctor, ran to treat the wounded while she bought water and juice for the shocked cadets.



"At the beginning of this war, we thought we would take the children and run if there were just one bang nearby," she said. "But we didn't run. We came to the epicenter to help."



In the hospital on Wednesday, the parents and a friend of a wounded soldier waited for news of his condition.



"I don't know what his injuries are," said the soldier's mother, who gave only her first name, Natalia. "The main thing is that he is alive."



Yurii Shyvala
 contributed reporting from Poltava, Ukraine.
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In Deciding When to Sentence Trump, Judge Faces 'Impossible' Task



Justice Juan M. Merchan has tried to treat Donald J. Trump like the hundreds of other defendants whose fates he has decided. But his decision could alter American history.




Justice Juan M. Merchan must decide whether to impose Donald J. Trump's sentence as planned on Sept. 18 or wait until after the election. 




By Ben Protess, Jesse McKinley and William K. Rashbaum


Sep 04, 2024


As Donald J. Trump's criminal trial wrapped up in May, one of his lawyers wanted to give the jury unusual instructions that would have made it harder to convict him. A special case warranted special rules, the lawyer argued, and the first prosecution of a former American president was "obviously an extraordinarily important case."



The judge, Justice Juan M. Merchan, was unmoved. "What you're asking me to do is change the law, and I'm not going to do that," he said.



Justice Merchan has made a steadfast effort to approach the landmark case no differently than hundreds of others he has overseen.But more than three months after a Manhattan jury 
convicted Mr. Trump on 34 felony counts of falsifying records to cover up a sex scandal
, the veteran judge faces his greatest predicament: He must decide whether to sentence Mr. Trump as planned on Sept. 18 or wait until after Election Day, 
as Mr. Trump has requested
.




Justice Merchan has resisted many of Mr. Trump's most audacious legal maneuvers, and has made clear his intention to be fair to the former president. 




Justice Merchan has already agreed to delay the sentencing once, and his upcoming decision -- which will be made in the heat of a presidential campaign that has pitted Mr. Trump against Vice President Kamala Harris -- will reverberate well beyond his Lower Manhattan courtroom.



The decision could influence not only the election, but American politics for years to come. And it will almost certainly subject Justice Merchan to partisan second-guessing at a time 
when the nation's faith in the judiciary has been shaken by the Supreme Court's decisions
 on abortion, guns and other issues, as well as revelations about some of its justices' own political entanglements.



"The judge is in an impossible situation, and one that doesn't lend itself to easy comparisons," said Charles Geyh, a law professor at Indiana University Bloomington who specializes in judicial conduct and ethics, adding that Justice Merchan's decision would carry "historical implications."



While Mr. Trump has already been deemed a felon, if Justice Merchan postpones his sentencing until after the Nov. 5 election, the American people will vote without knowing whether Mr. Trump will spend time behind bars.



A delay would also reward the stalling tactics Mr. Trump has deployed throughout the case, and feed the very impression the judge has labored to dispel -- that the former president is above the law.



Yet if Justice Merchan, a moderate Democrat who was once a registered Republican, imposes a sentence just seven weeks before Election Day, Mr. Trump will no doubt accuse him of trying to tip the campaign in favor of Ms. Harris.



Some of Justice Merchan's colleagues, while acknowledging his quandary, predicted he would tune out the political noise and issue a reasoned decision. They noted that the judge had maintained his usual drama-averse demeanor while presiding over the trial, even as Mr. Trump attacked him and his family, falsely claiming they were members of a Democratic cabal.



"Whatever decision Judge Merchan makes will not only be the right decision, it will be driven by nothing other than that which occurred in the context of this case," said Jill Konviser, a retired judge who has known Justice Merchan for more than 15 years.



"Donald Trump will be treated fairly," she added. "Of that, I am 100 percent sure."



Mr. Geyh was similarly impressed by Justice Merchan's composure during the trial, and anticipated a measured approach to the sentencing.



"Within some quarters of the judiciary, there is the possibility of a judge running screaming from the room, and sort of seeking the least difficult way out," he said. "But I don't think that this guy is showing signs of that."




Mr. Trump could be sentenced to prison or probation, but he is unlikely to spend time behind bars before the election.




After finalizing Mr. Trump's sentencing date, Justice Merchan faces still more delicate decisions. The judge has promised to rule this month on Mr. Trump's request to throw out his conviction in light of a new Supreme Court ruling granting presidents some immunity from prosecution. And, at some point, he will have to actually decide whether to put Mr. Trump behind bars.



Mr. Trump, the first president to become a felon, faces up to four years in prison. But legal experts believe it is more likely that Justice Merchan will sentence Mr. Trump to a few months in jail or probation.



Whatever his punishment, Mr. Trump is unlikely to be incarcerated before the election. Even if the judge hands down the sentence on Sept. 18, he could postpone any punishment until after Election Day, or, if Mr. Trump wins back the White House, until after his second term expires.



Nor is Justice Merchan likely to have the final say. The former president will appeal his conviction to higher courts, and if Justice Merchan sticks with the plan to sentence him on Sept. 18, Mr. Trump will likely appeal that decision as well.



Mr. Trump's effort to delay his sentencing has coincided with his political struggles. Ms. Harris's entry into the presidential race this summer upended the campaign and erased Mr. Trump's lead in many polls, both nationwide and in critical swing states.



Initially, Justice Merchan was set to sentence Mr. Trump in mid-July. But on July 1, 
the Supreme Court granted Mr. Trump broad immunity from prosecution for official acts as president
. Mr. Trump's lawyers promptly petitioned Justice Merchan to delay the sentencing so that he could consider overturning the conviction in light of the Supreme Court ruling.




Alvin L. Bragg, the Manhattan district attorney, has not argued strongly about Mr. Trump's requests to delay, but has said justice should proceed expeditiously.




The Manhattan district attorney, Alvin L. Bragg, consented to a delay, but argued that the high court's decision had "no bearing" on the case.



The New York jury convicted Mr. Trump in May of falsifying business records to conceal his involvement in a hush-money payment to a porn star, Stormy Daniels, who threatened before the 2016 election to disclose her story of sex with Mr. Trump.



Prosecutors argued that it was a personal and political scandal unrelated to Mr. Trump's White House duties, and therefore it was not affected by the Supreme Court ruling.



Still, Justice Merchan 
agreed to rule on the immunity issue in early September
 and sentence Mr. Trump after that. Unsatisfied, Mr. Trump sought to oust the judge from the case for a third time, claiming that his daughter had ties to Ms. Harris.



The judge 
declined to step aside
, and slammed Mr. Trump's "innuendo and mischaracterizations," but the former president successfully orchestrated another delay. The judge pushed back the immunity ruling until Sept. 16, two days before the planned sentencing.



Mr. Trump's lawyers then sought to use that tight timeline to their advantage, arguing that they would not have enough time to mount an appeal if Justice Merchan rejected the immunity bid. It was only fair, they argued, to punt until after the election.



Mr. Bragg, a Democrat, skirted the partisan crossfire and declined to endorse or oppose the former president's request, saying that while the schedule posed challenges, the sentencing should happen "without unreasonable delay."



Mr. Bragg's prosecutors separately noted that the scheduling problems Mr. Trump lamented had arisen from his own "strategic and dilatory litigation tactics."



Late last week, Mr. Trump concocted yet another delay strategy, this time seeking to move the case to federal court, again citing the Supreme Court's immunity ruling.



But on Tuesday, 
a federal judge denied Mr. Trump's claims of immunity
, noting that "hush-money payments were private, unofficial acts, outside the bounds of executive authority."



While Mr. Trump intends to appeal, the ruling keeps the case in Justice Merchan's courtroom for now.



Stephen Gillers, a professor of law at New York University who is an expert in legal ethics, said Justice Merchan must offer clarity about the reasoning behind any decision.



"A fair-minded member of the public has to be able to go away feeling that this is an appropriate sentence," Mr. Gillers said. "And the way you do that is with detail."



In more than a year of overseeing the case, Justice Merchan has resisted many of Mr. Trump's most audacious maneuvers, while emphasizing the need to be fair to the former president.



In March, he delayed the trial for three weeks to allow Mr. Trump's lawyers to review additional evidence, but refused to postpone it for a longer period of several months, as they had requested.



Though he allowed much of the prosecution's case to proceed, he stripped out some of what he deemed as more tenuous evidence.



And while he imposed a gag order on Mr. Trump that barred him from assailing witnesses, prosecutors and the judge's own family, he resisted calls to jail Mr. Trump for repeatedly violating the order.



"Mr. Trump, it's important to understand that the last thing I want to do is to put you in jail," he said in court in early May. "You are the former president of the United States, and possibly the next president, as well."



Martin Horn
, a professor emeritus at John Jay College of Criminal Justice and the executive director of the 
New York State Sentencing Commission
, predicted that, despite Mr. Trump's protestations to the contrary, Justice Merchan would again endeavor to treat the former president as he would "any other defendant in front of the bar."



"A potentially troublesome defendant, an argumentative defendant," Mr. Horn said, "but just a defendant
."
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Biden's Asylum Restrictions Were Meant to Be Temporary. That Could Change.



The Biden administration is considering actions that would make the tough restrictions the president ordered in June almost impossible to lift.




The number of arrests at the southern border has dropped significantly in recent months.




By Hamed Aleaziz


Sep 04, 2024


The Biden administration is considering actions that would make President Biden's tough but temporary asylum restrictions almost impossible to lift, people familiar with the plans said on Wednesday.



The move would essentially turn what had been a short-term fix into a central feature of the asylum system in America. And it would be yet another sign that the country is moving away from the traditional American practice of allowing anyone who steps foot on U.S. soil the opportunity to seek protection.



The changes under consideration would build on 
the executive order that Mr. Biden issued in June
, which blocked a vast majority of asylum claims at the southern border and allowed agents to turn people back quickly.



U.S. officials have said that the order has deterred migrants from making the dangerous trip north and resulted in a dramatic drop-off in asylum claims. The relative calm comes as Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, tries to fend off Republican attacks over immigration.



Under the June order, the restrictions on asylum would lift when the number of people trying to cross illegally each day drops below 1,500 for one week, a concession meant to show progressive Democrats that Mr. Biden was merely responding to a surge at the border -- not making a permanent change.



Crossings have not fallen that low, even with Mr. Biden's restrictions in effect. Now, administration officials want to extend the required period of lower crossings to several weeks, according to two people with knowledge of the order. That change would make it extraordinarily unlikely that the restrictions would lift any time soon.



White House officials say no decision has been made yet on any changes to border policy. A spokesperson with the Department of Homeland Security said the president's earlier action had been successful in reducing illegal crossings by more than 50 percent, but declined to confirm that a new, tougher approach was under consideration.



Since Mr. Biden's executive order went into effect, the number of arrests at the southern border has dropped precipitously. In June, more than 83,000 arrests were made, then in July the number went down to just over 56,000 arrests. Arrests in August ticked up to 58,000, according to a homeland security official, but those figures still pale in comparison to the record figures in December, when around 250,000 migrants crossed.



Under Mr. Biden's executive order, only people who enter the country at an official port of entry with an appointment can be considered for asylum at the U.S.-Mexico border. There are some exceptions for unaccompanied children, victims of human trafficking and people facing serious medical emergencies or threats. But for the most part, people are turned back quickly.



Before the new rules went into effect, migrants would cross the border illegally and 
seek out border agents to surrender
. The underfunded and understaffed immigration system, plagued with backlogs, could not keep up. So migrants frequently would be released into the United States to wait, sometimes for years, for their cases to come up.



Administration officials say the new requirements make the process more orderly. More than 1,000 people a day are allowed to make appointments on the U.S. Customs and Border Protection app, so there is still a pathway to claim asylum in the United States.



But immigration advocates have said the order is far too restrictive and weeds out people who need help. The American Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit in June arguing that the order, among other things, 
violated legal protections
 for people seeking protection.



In court filings arguing against the lawsuit, U.S. officials have said the order has been a game changer on the ground. Royce Bernstein Murray, a senior D.H.S. official, argued that the restrictions should remain in place.



Otherwise, she wrote, "encounters will increase sharply -- placing even more stress on our operations at the border, and on communities throughout the country."
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Ricaurte Vasquez Morales is a man obsessed with water. An app on his phone displays the fluctuating level of Lake Gatun, the artificial reservoir that is the centerpiece of the Panama Canal system. He checks it constantly, the way a gambling addict monitors football scores. He keeps a vigilant eye on the weather.



"I love a rainy day," he said.



Mr. Vasquez Morales is the administrator of the Panama Canal, which is both the economic heart of his isthmus nation and a central artery for global trade. More than half the container cargo moving between Asia and the East Coast of the United States passes through the shortcut notched into the Central American jungle -- the connector between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.



Last year, a drought dropped the lake to critical levels, prompting canal authorities to 
limit traffic
. At the worst point, in December, only 22 ships a day were allowed to pass through the canal, down from the usual 36 to 38. More than 160 ships were stuck at anchor at both ends.



Rains that began in May have allowed the lifting of most restrictions, and 35 ships a day on average have made the journey in recent weeks. But canal authorities know that this is merely a respite in a new era influenced by 
climate change and frequent periods of El Nino
, when ocean temperatures rise and rainfall decreases. They are consumed with expanding water storage.




Lake Gatun, an artificial reservoir, is the centerpiece of the Panama Canal system.





More than half the container cargo moving between Asia and the U.S. East Coast passes through the canal.





Water from the lake flows through canal locks that function like ladders, pulling ships through the canal.




A dam envisioned for the Rio Indio, a winding river southwest of Lake Gatun, would create another reservoir that could be used to replenish the canal during droughts. The project would also flood the homes of 2,000 predominantly poor people who would need to be relocated and would risk losing their means of earning a living.



The Panama Canal is one component of a system of global trade struggling to adjust to a complex mix of environmental, geopolitical and economic changes.



Three years ago, an enormous container vessel got 
lodged inside the Suez Canal
 in Egypt, closing that waterway to ships moving between Europe and Asia. In recent months, ships headed toward the canal have been threatened by violent attacks from Houthi rebels in Yemen, prompting them to instead travel the long way around Africa, imposing delays and sending 
shipping rates
 skyward.



Strikes or threatened work stoppages have disrupted ports from Germany to Canada to the East Coast of the United States.



The trouble hovering over the Panama Canal is more existential and cannot be fixed with a cease-fire agreement or a new labor contract.



"The past 20 years have been totally different than from the previous 80 years," said Victor Vial, the canal's chief financial officer. "Forget about 2000 and before, because climate change has, in crescendo, had an impact that's much different."



Monumental drainage system



From the air, the Panama Canal is revealed as a monumental drainage system powered entirely by gravity. Lake Gatun occupies the midsection, a shimmering expanse of water seeping toward the horizons, dotted by jungle-draped islands.



Water from the lake flows through a series of canal locks that function like ladders. Ships pull into entrances on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, then pass through pairs of floating gates that stop the water from flowing downhill, causing it to pool. Once the water rises sufficiently, lifting ships to the next stage, the gates are opened and vessels can continue. After ships cross the lake, they pass through more locks, this time headed back down to sea level. The crossing runs 50 miles and typically takes 12 hours.



Staggering volumes of water from Lake Gatun are required to make the system work. The passage of a single ship needs more than 50 million gallons of water. Every day, the canal uses two-and-a-half times the amount of water consumed by the 8 million residents of New York City.



In a normal year, some 13,000 ships complete that journey. Since last October, traffic has been running at an annual pace of only 10,000 vessels.



For much of the last year, because of the lower water levels, the largest container ships were required to reduce their cargo by unloading boxes at ports at the start of their canal journey, then hauling them across the land by truck or rail.



The canal pulls water from storage tanks built alongside the locks, reducing the amount of water drained from Lake Gatun for the passage of each ship.



But that tends to increase salinity in the lake, which is also the source of drinking water for more than half of Panama's 4.4 million people.




Panama Canal officials controlling the ships through the canal, a crossing that runs 50 miles and typically takes 12 hours.





A hydroelectric plant on Lake Alajuela, near the canal.





Ricaurte Vasquez Morales, the administrator of the canal, is constantly checking water levels. "I love a rainy day," he said.




Canal authorities have been exploring ways to desalinate portions of the lake. They are also testing ways to seed clouds to increase rainfall.



But the central fix is creating a second water source for the canal with the proposed dam on the Rio Indio.



The canal authority had contemplated that option for decades, especially as the population of the Panama City metro area swelled to 2.5 million, increasing demand for drinking water. But an old law made the river beyond reach of the watershed controlled by the canal.



Last month, Panama's Supreme Court struck down that limitation. The canal authority is now moving ahead with planning for the project, which is expected to take six years and cost $1.6 billion.



"Fortunately, we now have a path forward," said Mr. Vial. "That should take care of the next 50 years."



Now canal authorities are focused on winning the assent of the people who are effectively in the way. It is exploring places to relocate villages, opening outreach offices in affected communities, and expanding efforts to grow cash crops like coffee to replace livelihoods that will be uprooted.



It is also helping families secure legal title to land they have farmed for years, setting them up to receive compensation.



"At the end of the day," Mr. Vial said, "they are going to be better off than they are now."




In a normal year, 13,000 ships pass through the canal, but traffic has been running at an annual pace of 10,000 since last October.





Containers stacked at a storage area in a port near Panama City.





An enormous amount of water is needed to make the Panama Canal system work, with a single ship requiring more than 50 million gallons.




'No to the reservoir'



Olegario Hernandez is deeply suspicious of such talk.



For the last 64 years, he has lived and farmed in the village of Limon, a scattering of houses carved into the jungle in Colon Province, near a bend in the coffee-colored river that is slated for the dam.



A hand-painted sign affixed to his front fence declares a popular local sentiment: "No to the reservoir."



Mr. Hernandez's home is constructed of rough boards and corrugated sheets of aluminum. He lacks electricity and indoor plumbing. Yet as he sits in the shade of his patio on a sweltering afternoon, he takes satisfaction in what he has constructed.



For decades, he grew corn, rice, yucca and plantains -- enough to feed his six children. At 86, he can no longer work the land, instead leasing it to cattle ranchers. He has no appetite for starting over, and especially not for the sake of easing the passage for ships carrying televisions from Chinese factories to air-conditioned homes in the New York suburbs.



"They want to relocate us, but we don't think that way," he said. "There's no place better."




Olegario Hernandez, left, and his neighbor in the village of Limon are facing relocation





Canal officials examine maps of the proposed Rio Indio dam.





"No to the reservoir," a hand-drawn signs outside Mr. Hernandez's home declares.




Across the road in front of his house, school is in session. The teachers wonder what will happen to their students after the dam is built. Some walk for as long as three or four hours to get to school. They stash their black leather shoes -- part of their required uniform -- at houses in the village, donning flip-flops to cross the muddy river toward their homes on the other side. Many rely on the school kitchen for their only reliable meals of the day.



"They will lose everything," said the school's principal, Ophelia Grenald, 45. "They will not be able to be educated."



The canal's outreach office is so removed from the capital that the man behind the desk, Esteban Sanchez, has little information.



People arrive having heard about the dam on the radio. When will it be built? Where will people be moved? Some are already selling their cows in anticipation. Many want to apply for construction jobs.



He does not liberate them from uncertainty.



"I answer that we are only in the phase of studying," he said.



A permanent problem



Yet inside the fortresslike offices of the canal authority in Panama City, the people in charge are proceeding on the assumption that the dam is going ahead.



"It gives you one added element to your toolbox," said Mr. Vasquez Morales, the canal administrator.



He checks the app on his phone. Lake Gatun is at 83.5 feet, the ideal depth. He peers out the window. Menacing clouds hang low over the land, a promising portent.



Some worry that the lifting of the siege mentality -- the ending of the drought -- may slow momentum to expand the water supply.



"Rain not only washes the streets, it washes our minds and we think the problem is gone," said Carlos Urriola, president of SSA International, which operates shipping terminals around the world, including at the Panama Canal. "The problem of water is a permanent one."




Teachers worry that displacement by a Rio Indio dam could upturn the lives of children, some of whom depend on the school kitchen for meals.





The local school's principal, Ophelia Grenald, said the children "will lose everything."





Children from Limon walking home after school.
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Is Your Water Bottle Really Made From Recycled Plastic?



A green accounting method called "mass balance" certifies that something was manufactured with recycled plastic -- just not necessarily much of the bottle making the claim.




Camelbak and other brands are made with Tritan Renew, a plastic that markets itself as being made with up to 50 percent recycled plastic. 




By Julie Creswell and Hiroko Tabuchi


Aug 26, 2024


The plastic CamelBak bottles displayed in a Target in East Hanover, N.J., offer a promise to ecologically conscious buyers. On the front of each is a bright blue sticker with the words "Tritan Renew made with "50% recycled material."



In reality, however, the amount of recycled plastic that went into making the bottles may be nowhere near 50 percent.



Eastman Chemical, a company with $9.2 billion in annual revenues based in Kingsport, Tenn., introduced the durable plastic called Tritan Renew four years ago, telling manufacturers it was made with "up to 50 percent recycled content from waste plastic." It quickly caught on with companies trying to reach their sustainability goals or eager to appeal to consumers who want to keep plastics out of landfills and oceans.



Dozens of brands now use the material. CamelBak and Nalgene use it in sports water bottles. Ferragamo offers Tritan Renew 
sunglasses
. Stanley Black & Decker even made a new power tool line called Reviva from the plastic. But there is no guarantee that any particular bottle, power tool or pair of sunglasses actually contains recycled plastic.



"It could be a very low percentage that is physically in there; it could be a high percentage," said C. Jason Pierce, a senior technical leader for the Circular Economy and Life Cycle Assessment at Eastman Chemical, when asked this spring about the amount of recycled plastic in Tritan Renew that is used to make water bottles sold by CamelBak and others. "You can't know how much."



So how does Eastman make its claim that Tritan Renew contains up to 50 percent recycled material? It uses a green certification system called 
"mass balance."




This year, Eastman began operating one of the largest chemical plastic recycling plants in the world in Kingsport, Tenn.




That methodology allows companies like Eastman to build up credits for recycling plastic and then apply them to the manufacture of any number of products, regardless of how much recycled material they contain. (More on this later.)



Critics argue that mass balance accounting opens the door to corporate greenwashing and creates a system where consumers don't know whether or how much recycled material was used in products that claim to be sustainable or "green."



"If you divorce the recycled content from the physical product, and just start using these accounting schemes, you destroy consumer confidence in recycling," said Lee Bell, a policy adviser to the International Pollutants Elimination Network, a global network of advocacy groups that works on pollution issues. "It effectively destroys truth in labeling."



That view, the company argues, takes too narrow a perspective. Mr. Pierce said consumers can be assured "that they are directly supporting recycling that really did happen," Mr. Pierce said. "Materials that would have otherwise gone to the landfill or incinerator are being recycled. It's just a little bit of a different way of thinking about recycling. More of a bigger picture or systems view of it. "



The proliferation of plastic waste -- more than 
400 million metric tons
 a year globally -- has led to calls to produce less plastic, which is derived from petrochemicals, or to recycle more. But plastics are much more challenging to recycle than metal or paper. Despite the chasing arrows symbol on most plastics in the U.S., only a few types, those with the numbers 1 or 2 on them, are 
reliably recycled
 in most parts of the country.



Less than 
10 percent
 of plastic waste gets recycled, and the vast majority ends up in landfills, incinerated or in the world's oceans and rivers. All of which has created a new pressure -- and an opportunity -- for the makers of plastics, like Eastman.



What is mass balance accounting and how does it work?




Exxon Mobil's chemical recycling plant in Baytown, Texas, is one of only 11 chemical recycling plants in the United States.




To grasp what mass balance accounting entails, you first have to know a bit about the two methods of plastic recycling.



The first, which has been around for decades, involves sorting, washing, shredding and melting down plastic waste and reshaping it into pellets. Much of the recycled plastic produced by this method, called mechanical recycling, is of lesser quality than the original. And only certain types of plastics can be recycled mechanically.



The second, newer method, chemical recycling, is an energy-intensive process that typically uses high temperatures, pressurization and chemical solvents or other chemical processes not to simply melt plastic, but to break it down into its chemical building blocks, which can then be used to make new plastics. The recycled chemicals then get mixed with all sorts of other materials, including fossil-fuel-derived virgin plastic, to make new products.



Earlier this year, Eastman began operating one of the largest chemical plastic recycling plants in the world. Located near the company's headquarters in Tennessee, the plant uses methanol, heat and pressure to transform plastic waste. It takes plastics not accepted in most curbside recycling programs, like clamshell containers, colored plastics used in food and beverage packaging and plastic fibers used in carpets and textiles.



Eastman wants to be able to market as recycled the products made with this material. But while it's theoretically possible to physically track plastic pellets from recycled water bottles to a new life as plastic lawn furniture, it's virtually impossible to trace basic chemicals dissolved from plastic waste and mixed with other materials to any particular batch of plastic products.



That's where mass balance accounting comes in.



Mass balance is a certification system has been has been used 
by coffee,
 palm oil and textile industries to market sustainably sourced raw materials mixed together with non-sustainably sourced materials.



Eastman and other chemical recyclers, like Exxon Mobil, use this system to allow its mix of recycled and virgin plastics to be certified as recycled. Under this system, Eastman says it 
tallie
s the building-block molecules it produces from recycling plastic and lists them in a materials inventory. It gets a recycling credit for those molecules and, under the mass balance protocol, it can then assign the credit to any number of products made by the company. The broken down recycled waste products go "into a very wide spectrum of Eastman polymer products," Mr. Pierce said. "It's not just one product that gets the content."



But the system allows the company to assign all or most of the credits to a single product, as long as the tally of the molecules necessary to make that product matches -- or "balances" -- the tally of recycled molecules on its inventory. So the company can market Tritan Renew as "up to 50 percent recycled plastic," even if it has little recycled material in it because 
something
 it manufactured contained those recycled chemical building blocks.



And when a product is marketed as recycled or sustainable, it can command a higher price.



Eastman, which was part of Eastman Kodak until it was spun off in 1994, makes more than 1,000 products, including preservatives for animal feed and resins that protect cars from scratches.



The Tritan Renew, a premium-priced material, has become an important new product for the company. "We have a lot of customers that have been with us for a long time that are using this recycled content claim as a way to enhance their product offering or drive new volume growth," Mark Costa, the chief executive of Eastman, told Wall Street analysts and investors on an earnings call in late July.



CamelBak is one of those companies. Its blue stickers announce that its bottles contain 50 percent recycled material, without qualification. When told that Eastman said it couldn't know precisely how much recycled plastic went into the Tritan Renew that was used to make its bottles, CamelBak responded that it would be it updating its packaging and marketing materials. In the future, the company wrote, they would reflect that bottles "on average," are made with 50 percent recycled material, and that the claim was made through the mass balance allocation process.



Who certifies "mass balance"?




Mechanical recycling involves sorting, shredding, washing and melting down plastic into pellets.




Environmental activists argue that mass balance accounting is a kind of shell game that lacks transparency and makes it impossible to know for sure if plastic is being reused.



Eastman says that it follows strict protocols.



"Eastman's use of mass balance has never been a creative math exercise, it's a data-driven method that enables a faster transition to a circular economy and is validated by independent, third parties," Scott Ballard, the president of Eastman's plastic division said in an emailed statement.



The company declined to provide specific figures showing how much recycled material goes into its manufacturing process and how many credits it assigns to the products it sells, but said it does give that level of detail to a third-party organization that certifies mass balance accounting.



That organization, the International Sustainability and Carbon Certification, or I.S.C.C., is an association of corporations and nonprofit organizations, based in Cologne, Germany.



Environmental activists, however, question the neutrality of I.S.C.C. Six of its seven board members come from the chemical or fuel industries, including Eastman, Dow, and BP.



"The I.S.C.C. is made up of all of the big chemical companies," said Jessica Roff, a program manager with the nonprofit climate group Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives. "It's really a system of self-certification."



This year, the I.S.C.C. 
audited
 and 
certified
 Eastman's Tennessee plant. But while the publicly available reports state that the plant received inputs of mixed waste plastic and produced outputs of various chemical compounds like esters, glycols and copolyesters, they do not enumerate the amounts or which products they ended up in. 



In response to emailed questions, the I.S.C.C. noted that the mass balance methodology, "is no guarantee that the recycled content, for instance, has been incorporated in the finished good." Rather, when plastic waste is used at the beginning of the supply chain, it creates credits that can be attributed to the product-to-be-sold, "ensuring that both input and output are balanced."



Despite hiccups with the new recycling plant, Eastman said that, in June, a mix of more than 50 percent recycled plastic was fed into its largest Tritan manufacturing line. 



The company believes it will be able to recycle 250 million pounds of plastic waste each year once the plant is operating at its full capacity sometime next year.



However, it's unclear how much, if any recycled plastic material was in Tritan Renew from 2019 to earlier this year, when the new Tennessee recycling plant was first up and running. During those years, the company used another chemical recycling technique that it said was limited because it required clean and clear plastic bottles, which are more expensive to buy than other types of plastic waste. Eastman's 
sustainability reports
 say it recycled 18.1 million pounds of plastic waste in 2022 and about 12 million in 2021.



When asked whether there was any physical recycled material in Tritan Renew plastic during those four years, the company did not respond directly, instead saying that "certified mass balance is used at the facility where Tritan Renew is manufactured."



Does anyone certify the certifiers?



In the United States, there are no standards for mass balance certification. But the Federal Trade Commission, which oversees some marketing claims, is updating its so-called "Green Guides," which provide guidelines for companies making claims about environmental impact in advertising and product labels. The regulator asked for public input about whether methods like mass balance should be allowed in making recycling claims.



Proponents of using the method for plastic recycling say that without mass balance allocation, companies would be forced to create separate manufacturing facilities to keep recycled materials from mixing with virgin plastic.



"This would be akin to requiring renewable energy sources to build an entirely new electrical grid dedicated to the transmission of green electricity," the Consumer Brands Association, which represents the consumer packaged goods industry, said in a 
letter
 to the F.T.C. last year.




Exxon says its Baytown facility can process more than 80 million pounds of plastic waste each year.




Climate activists -- as well as mechanical recyclers -- are urging the F.T.C. to reject mass balance allocation accounting for recycled materials in goods.



These accounting methods provide "little to no physical traceability of recycled content," the Association of Plastic Recyclers, which represents mechanical recyclers, wrote in its comment 
letter
 to the F.T.C., adding, "Consumers must trust there is actual recycled content in the actual product."
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Las Vegas Places a Bet on a New Art Museum, With Help From L.A.



The city agreed to give land to a museum championed by the casino magnate Elaine Wynn, which will be a partnership with the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.








By Robin Pogrebin


Sep 04, 2024


Las Vegas has 
the Neon Museum
, the 
Mob Museum
, the 
Punk Rock Museum
 and 
the Pinball Hall of Fame
, among others. But it is currently the largest city in the United States without a major art museum, despite several attempts over the years.



Now it looks as if that will change, thanks to the unusual collaboration of two art-world heavyweights: Elaine Wynn, the Las Vegas casino magnate and art collector, and Michael Govan, the director of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.



The two have joined forces to help create the new Las Vegas Museum of Art, with a plan that took a major step forward on Wednesday when the Las Vegas City Council agreed to give 1.5 acres of land in the city's downtown cultural district to the museum for $1. The museum, a 90,000-square-foot structure expected to cost $150 million, hopes to open in 2028.



"I am excited about the prospect of adding a new art museum to our city," Carolyn G. Goodman, the mayor of Las Vegas, said in a statement to The New York Times. "Art and culture has been a key pillar in the development of the city of Las Vegas over the last 25 years."



Wynn, who co-founded Wynn Resorts and Mirage Resorts with her former husband (and fellow art collector), Steve Wynn, said she hopes that the museum will be her legacy and give Las Vegas the fine arts institution it deserves.




Preliminary concept design for the future Las Vegas Museum of Art.





The museum will be built in Las Vegas's growing cultural district in Symphony Park.




"My days are numbered," said Wynn, 82. "I thought, what's my final gift? I want to leave an imprint other than my name on a hotel casino."



The museum is a partnership with the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, where Wynn has been a major donor over the years and serves as the co-chair of the board. While the Las Vegas museum will be operated as an independent nonprofit arts organization, it will not have its own collection, at least at first: Artworks and curatorial expertise will be lent by LACMA, and shows that originate in Los Angeles will travel to Las Vegas.



"Starting a regional museum from scratch is a difficult task," Govan said. "We can help nurture and birth this museum. In 20 years, maybe they're like, 'Goodbye, LACMA, we have our own thing going.' But maybe it's a new model for expanding access to culture without the deep infrastructure that it takes to care for collections."



The new museum -- which Wynn said would not bear her name -- has enlisted an exciting architect, Francis Kere, a native of Burkina Faso who 
won the Pritzker Prize
 in 2022 but has yet to do a major building in the United States.



The museum will be built in Symphony Park, the new arts district taking shape not far from Fremont Street in downtown Las Vegas, home to the storied tables of 
Binion's Gambling Hall
 and the Golden Nugget. It will be across the street from the Smith Center for the Performing Arts, home to the Las Vegas Philharmonic and Nevada Ballet Theater, and near the Discovery Children's Museum.



Kere's museum design calls for two stories of exhibition space elevated above an open plaza and adjacent sculpture park. Known for indoor-outdoor spaces that are organic to their surroundings, Kere has designed schools, housing and health care centers. For the Vegas project, Kere said he drew inspiration from the tranquillity of Paul Revere Williams' 
Guardian Angel Cathedral
, located near the museum site.



"I want to learn from the local materials and then create something that is grounding, far from the neon, celebratory atmosphere," the architect said in a telephone interview, "an island of calm where you can retreat."




Heather Harmon, a fourth-generation Las Vegan, was chosen as the museum's director.




The new museum will have its own board of trustees and its own director, Heather Harmon, 48, a fourth-generation Las Vegan who serves as the co-executive director of 
Triple Aught Foundation
, a Nevada-based nonprofit that owns and operates the monumental 
sculpture "City" by Michael Heizer
 in Central Eastern Nevada.



"Having grown up here, it's something I've always wanted for Las Vegas," Harmon said of the museum, calling it "the missing piece of the puzzle."



But the plan has drawn some criticism in Los Angeles, where LACMA is working on a $720 million building project that is expected to be completed in 2025. Christopher Knight, the art critic for The Los Angeles Times -- who has criticized the new Los Angeles museum building for not having more gallery space -- questioned why Southern California should be sending art to Nevada. "LACMA's satellite arrangement gives Las Vegas a lot, even if L.A. effectively gets nothing from the deal," 
he wrote
.



Govan said the Las Vegas arrangement is in keeping with the Los Angeles museum's strategy of reaching a broader audience by extending beyond its walls. He also said that having additional locations like Las Vegas could help attract gifts of art from collectors perpetually concerned about whether the art they donate gets put on view.



Many museums are experimenting with expanding their geographic reach by opening satellites or new locations or entering into partnerships. The Guggenheim, which has museums in New York, Venice, Bilbao and is building one in Abu Dhabi, briefly had an exhibition hall in Las Vegas; it opened in 2001 and 
closed in 2003.



LACMA is already a part of 
Local Access
, which brings exhibitions from its collection to four Southern California institutions: Lancaster Museum of Art and History; Riverside Art Museum; Vincent Price Art Museum at East Los Angeles College; and California State University, Northridge, Art Galleries.



"It dovetails with my philosophy at LACMA that we're the largest museum in the Western United States and that part of our responsibility is to get our art, share it, and have a regional presence," Govan said. "Museums don't share enough. It's an inefficient system. Most of museums' collections are not shown."



Wynn has been an important donor to LACMA. Govan enlisted her help in funding "Levitated Mass," the 340-ton boulder by Heizer which 
traveled
 from the California desert to the museum in 2012. And she jump-started the fund-raising campaign for the Los Angeles museum's new building with a gift of 
$50 million
 in 2016.



Wynn is twice divorced from Steve Wynn, who 
resigned
 as chairman and chief executive of his company, Wynn Resorts, in 2018 in response to sexual misconduct allegations. As a pair, they worked on a number of projects that transformed Las Vegas.



When they opened the Bellagio hotel in 1998, they included an art gallery, which was advertised 
on the kind of marquee
 that would have once touted Rat Pack shows: "Coming soon: Van Gogh Monet Renoir and Cezanne. With special guests Pablo Picasso and Henri Matisse." (Steve Wynn made headlines when he once accidentally 
punched his elbow
 through a Picasso he was planning to sell for more than $100 million. He 
sold
 much of his work in 2018 at Christie's, after resigning.)



Elaine Wynn is a prominent collector as well. She 
bought
 the Francis Bacon triptych of the painter Lucian Freud for $142.5 million at Christie's in 2013.



As for how much money she would contribute to the Las Vegas museum, Wynn said she would be the "angel donor," giving an amount as necessary. She has been subsidizing the project's operations already, including Harmon's salary. The museum also received $5 million in seed funding from the State Legislature in 2023.



Wynn said she does not see the museum as a future home for her own collection. But might her Bacons be shown there one day?



"There is no reason why they couldn't," she said. "We have the proper air-conditioning and insurance and everything that anybody else would want there for their collection."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/04/arts/design/las-vegas-art-museum.html
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It was not long ago that the actor and writer Joel Kim Booster first began going to auditions only to quickly realize that the roles available to him as an Asian American man were severely limited.



"It does not get better from here, no matter how many Chinese-food delivery boys you play," he recalled being told by other Asian American actors.



But Booster kept at it. And eventually, in 2022, he got to portray a gay Asian American man in 
"Fire Island,"
 a groundbreaking rom-com that he also wrote. "So much of that movie," Booster said, "is just a literal transcript from my life."



As it turned out, things did get a little better for Asian American men in Hollywood during the decade that Booster spent toiling. And he senses that the momentum has continued in the two years since "Fire Island" debuted.



Many of the newest Asian and Asian American stories seem unconcerned with "the white gaze," he said. And so "the conversation has sort of moved on for a lot of people," he said, adding that his movie "almost feels a little retrograde now."



Indeed, since the 2018 blockbuster "Crazy Rich Asians" became 
a box office hit
, Asian and 
Asian American stories and characters have proliferated
 in American pop culture. And after decades of degrading, often emasculating portrayals, Asian and Asian American men like Booster have been at the center of the new work, often playing the sort of hunky hero parts that Hollywood long kept out of reach.



The year "Crazy Rich Asians" premiered, HBO's "Insecure" introduced Alexander Hodge as the romantic interest known as "
Asian Bae
." The next year Randall Park co-starred with Ali Wong in "Always Be My Maybe,"
 
which Park and Wong co-wrote with Michael Golamco
.
 And in 2021, Jimmy O. Yang starred in a Christmas rom-com, "Love Hard."



Asian American men like Booster and Park have seized the moment to work behind the scenes, too. Park directed "Shortcomings," the 2023 film that stars 
Justin H. Min
 as an angsty, flawed Asian American protagonist. And Sean Wang's coming-of-age film "Didi" premiered this summer, offering a look at what it was like to grow up Asian American in the early days of social media amid California skateboard culture.



Waves of representation can be cyclical, and those who study film and TV are quick to point out that representation is still lacking and that many of the characters who do manage to make it onscreen are often 
still marginalized in frustrating ways
.



But as the number of Asian Americans has risen across the United States and audience members have shown an appetite for their stories, many actors, writers and directors say it is clear that roles for Asian American men have evolved, and the 
smattering of new, more nuanced
 parts is helping to propel a shift in how Asian American men are perceived.



"All of us want to push that narrative of Asian males being more desirable," said Manny Jacinto, who got his break playing a hot but dumb "
himbo
" on NBC's "The Good Place" and is now gearing up to star as Lindsay Lohan's husband 
in an upcoming "Freaky Friday" sequel
 
after a stint in "The Acolyte"
 as a Star Wars Sith Lord.



"And the thing is," he continued, "those opportunities aren't really being given to us. So it's very much up to us to create them."



Emerging from a racist history



Many 20th century depictions of Asian American men in American cinema were stereotypical at best: the Chinese supervillain 
Fu Manchu
; 
Long Duk Dong
, a socially maladjusted foreign exchange student in "Sixteen Candles" who enters scenes to the sound of a gong; and bucktoothed Mr. Yunioshi in "Breakfast at Tiffany's," 
played by Mickey Rooney
 with a wildly over-the-top accent.



Even the virtuous early Asian and Asian American heroes -- the Bruce Lees, Jackie Chans and Pat Moritas of the film world -- were lauded for their martial arts mastery but largely seen as asexual.



(
Asian women in Hollywood
 have frequently encountered the opposite problem: 
hyper sexualization
, 
fetishization
 and 
objectification
. One 
celebrated pioneer
, 
Anna May Wong
, began her ascent to global fame as early as the 1920s, breaking out in "The Thief of Bagdad" and starring in films like "Shanghai Express.")



South Asian men, meantime, were often slotted as terrorists, taxi drivers or caricatures of effeminate mama's boys: "Either the most dangerous or the least dangerous thing," the actor Kumail Nanjiani said. "Nothing in between."



Over the years, this lack of meaningful representation took a toll on many Asian American men.



"'I'm not into Asian guys' -- I heard that a ton of times when I was single," Park said. "What can you say to that? It's like, 'OK, that's your preference.' But if you really dwell on it, there are a lot of things that go into that worldview. And I do think the images we see play into it."



That is part of the reason some actors, writers and directors have pushed to show audiences different sides of themselves -- and to present different ideas about what an Asian American man can be.



Nanjiani, for instance, became a superhero. He was featured in the 2021 Marvel blockbuster "Eternals" at the same time that Simu Liu was starring in "Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings." (Though, notably, neither of their characters has a love interest.)



Nanjiani said he "didn't want the first brown superhero to also be the first nerdy superhero."



"I wanted to look like someone who could take on Thor and Captain America," added Nanjiani, who reshaped his body, adding significant muscle for the part. "I wanted this guy to be like a playboy, you know? I kind of wanted him to be like a brown Iron Man or Batman."



Love stories without 'grand statements'



Many of the Asian American actors who have been cast in leading romantic roles in recent years emphasized that they did not seek them specifically to counter dated tropes. Instead, they said, it is worth studying smaller, more subtle creative choices in the films and series they have been a part of because it is there that the shifts in representation may be most visible.



Park winds up with Wong in "Always Be My Maybe" even though he plays the average-Joe best friend and is competing for Wong's affection with Daniel Dae Kim, in the role of the rich heartthrob, and Keanu Reeves, playing a parody version of himself.



"The goal was to tell a great love story, not to think too hard about countering any specific stereotype or making any kind of grand statement about Asian American identity," Park said.



Min recently starred as a romantic lead in "The Greatest Hits" opposite Lucy Boynton, and said his character was not specifically written as Asian. Once it was decided the character would be Korean American, "it didn't require a scene where, like, he's suddenly eating kimchi jjigae with his parents," Min said.



And in the Christmas rom-com "Love Hard," Yang's character, Josh Lin, gets his happy ending after initially trying to catfish his love interest.



Lin, Yang said, is "a really good man who ends up getting the girl. And I think that's very romantic."



Imperfections on display



Some of what Asian actors and writers have sought to portray about themselves and their romantic lives when given the chance is complicated -- and intentionally unflattering.



Booster said he was confident and sexually active until he graduated college and downloaded Grindr, where he quickly discovered that as an Asian man, he was unwanted.



"It taught me to hate myself in a way I never even realized I was supposed to before," he said of the racism he encountered. "I had no idea I was undesirable until I moved to a major city and was exposed to a gay community like that."



He baked that experience and others into "Fire Island," which he then starred in alongside Bowen Yang, a "Saturday Night Live" favorite.



Wang's new film, "
Didi
," similarly works to reflect aspects of his own life growing up in the Bay Area in the 2000s.



The protagonist, Chris, is told he's "pretty cute for an Asian" by his crush. A squirrel is shown telling Chris that no one loves him. And after he is labeled "Asian Chris" by new skateboarding friends he is trying to impress, he insists to those friends that he is actually half Asian, which they later discover is a lie.



"Girls would say to me, 'Oh, you're the cutest Asian I know,'" Wang said. "When I was 13, I really wore that as a badge of honor. They meant it as a compliment. No one was trying to be subtly racist."



"But when you're 13," he added, "you just internalize all of that."



Uneven progress



Actors and scholars agree that it will take a lot more than a few years of improved Asian American storytelling to erase a century of poor portrayals. Some acknowledged that progress is usually followed by regression.



Although 2023 saw "
Everything Everywhere All at Once
" win the 
Best Picture Oscar
 and surfaced several shows like 
"Beef"
 and movies like 
"Joy Ride,"
 2024 has offered up relatively little outside of "Didi," which debuted in late July.



Gedde Watanabe has seen a lot of these sort of stops and starts in the 40 years since he played Long Duk Dong in "Sixteen Candles." He knows that movies wield power, and he wonders what would have happened if he had more power on set back in the 1980s. How might he have addressed the gong, the accent and the use of the word "Chinaman"?



But for all of his character's flaws, Watanabe insists that Long Duk Dong did reflect some important aspects of reality.



"He wanted a girlfriend, he wanted to fit in," Watanabe said. "Those are things that, universally, I can understand."



Sheelagh McNeill
 contributed research.



This story is part of a series on how Asian Americans are shaping American popular culture. The series is funded through a grant from 
The Asian American Foundation
. Funders have no control over the selection and focus of stories or the editing process and do not review stories before publication. The Times retains full editorial control of this series.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/29/arts/asian-men-actors-romantic-leads.html
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Why It's So Hard for China to Fix Its Ailing Economy



A real estate collapse has made consumers cautious and businesses wary, as China confronts a crisis unlike any other since it opened its economy to the world.




A surge in exports is helping fuel China's growth but undermining the profitability of key industries and drawing a backlash from trading partners.




By Daisuke Wakabayashi and Claire Fu


Sep 03, 2024


In 2004, as China's economy was emerging as a global force, a group of researchers started conducting nationwide surveys asking Chinese people if they were better off financially than they were five years earlier.



The percentage who felt wealthier climbed when surveyed five years later and again in 2014, when it reached a high of 77 percent.



Last year, when respondents were asked the same question, that figure dropped to 39 percent.



The results of 
that survey
, titled "Getting Ahead in Today's China: From Optimism to Pessimism," speak to a new reality. China's economy is confronting a crisis unlike any it has experienced since it opened its economy to the world more than four decades ago. The 
post-Covid rebound
 that was supposed to bring the economy roaring back to life was more like a whimper.



A few years ago, Beijing resolved to wean its economy from its dependence on an overheated real estate market, a sector that had underpinned the savings of families as well as China's banking sector and local government finances. Now, the property sector is in crisis. 
Developers collapsed
, leaving behind huge debts, a trail of 
failed investments
, 
unsold apartments
 and lost jobs.



Chinese consumers, already prone to saving heavily, have become even more frugal. Businesses that endured the crippling impact of draconian Covid measures have cut salaries and scaled back hiring. Millions of college graduates joining the job market are 
facing long odds
 and poor prospects. And China's 
population
 has shrunk two years in a row. In a country where the majority of people had only known the economy to grow rapidly and living conditions to improve, 
confidence is eroding
.




For years, borrowing by local governments for building projects created jobs and demand in the construction sector.




Sherry Yang opened her business in 2006 making store signs, billboards and posters in Sichuan Province in southwestern China. Within a few years, local firms were placing so many orders that Ms. Yang had 16 employees and her printing machines were running around the clock.



But the business has never fully recovered after Covid, she said. This summer, already sluggish demand worsened; sales in July fell 70 percent from a year earlier. Ms. Yang said it felt like every industry was struggling and no one was spending.



Ms. Yang is down to six employees, many of whom spend the day scrolling their phones because there isn't enough work.



"This has been the most difficult year since our opening," she said.



Consumer spending, which Chinese authorities have identified as an important driver of growth, remains weak across the economy.



Alibaba, China's biggest e-commerce firm, said sales in its domestic online shopping business fell 1 percent in the spring. China's summer movie box office sales have 
dropped by almost half
 over last year, according to Maoyan, an entertainment data provider. The U.S. Department of Agriculture forecast in August that Chinese consumers 
would cut back
 on buying pork and shift to cheaper beef, because of economic pressures.



A number of foreign firms that once rushed into China to catch a rising tide are now retrenching. Last month, the beauty retailer Sephora, an arm of the French luxury group LVMH, announced that it was cutting jobs because of "the challenging market." IBM is shutting its two research and development centers in China.




Diminished consumer confidence is evident throughout the economy.




And policymakers trying to respond are hindered because they cannot rely on a principal fix that worked in the past. For years, local governments borrowed money for splashy development projects that kept people working and the construction sector booming -- even if there wasn't an actual need for that much infrastructure.



But the debt from that borrowing, often funneled through opaque funding channels, has ballooned to more than $7 trillion. With investors already jittery about China's financial system, the days of lavish borrowing for vanity infrastructure are unlikely to return anytime soon.



The Chinese government has signaled its alarm by restricting access to data about the markets and economy. Last year, it suspended releasing youth unemployment figures when the number reached record highs. It started 
distributing the information
 again this year, with a new methodology that lowered the figures.



To quell discussion of a major economic crisis, officials have warned some economists not to draw public comparisons between China's problems and the collapse of Japan's debt-fueled property bubble in the 1980s, which weighed on its economy for decades.



China's debt is difficult to ignore, however.



While the housing sector's collapse has caused much collateral damage, the risk of insolvency is minimized by China's tightly controlled financial system. The danger is that the government could have fewer fiscal resources to deploy to keep things from unraveling.



"The consequences for this fiscal crisis is less growth," said Alicia Garcia-Herrero, chief economist for the Asia-Pacific region at the investment bank Natixis.




The expected post-Covid rebound was more of a whimper than a roar.




The economic uncertainty has left Chinese savers and foreign investors alike scrambling for safe places to park their money. Real estate prices 
continue to plunge
, and 
Chinese stocks are underperforming
 compared with those in just about every other major country, including the United States, Japan and India.



Foreign funds have turned into net sellers of Chinese equities in 2024, which would be the first annual outflow since the data became available a decade earlier. Shares of around 180 Chinese companies have been removed from a critical stock market index since the start of the year, reducing the presence of Chinese firms in global benchmarks.



Investors have retreated to the safety of China's bond market, driving up prices and pushing down yields. But even that comes with a potential risk. Yields collapsed so drastically that the country's central bank is now concerned that it might leave banks vulnerable if interest rates rise in the future.



Chinese investors have also 
piled into gold
, helping drive prices to record highs.



China has forecast that its economy will 
grow about 5 percent
 this year, a faster rate than most major economies, although that may now be in doubt. A record-setting 
surge in exports
, flooding the world with electric vehicles, batteries and household appliances, is fueling China's economic growth. But the resulting glut of supply is also undermining the profitability of the high-tech manufacturing industries that China had hoped would soften the blow of its painful shift from real-estate-led growth, while drawing a backlash from a growing number of major trading partners.



For its part, China has downplayed economic concerns. In an April 
opinion article
 in state media, Jin Ruiting, director of the Institute of International Economics at the Chinese Academy of Macroeconomic Research, said Western media and politicians continued to "make a fuss about China's short-term economic fluctuations," while "unilaterally exaggerating the problems and challenges of the Chinese economy."



But fundamental problems remain.




Millions of new college graduates face bleak job prospects.




For a vast number of young people, there are not enough jobs. In July, China's unemployment rate among 16- to 24-year-olds jumped above 17 percent, from 13 percent in June.



Winnie Chen graduated this summer with an auditing degree in Nanchang, a southeastern Chinese city. She took the civil service exam in March but didn't land a job, competing against hundreds of applicants for every available position.



She started looking for private-sector jobs. Ms. Chen messaged 1,229 companies on a job-seeking app and applied for 119 jobs in accounting, e-commerce, social media and other industries. After dozens of interviews, she said, she scored a few job offers -- but all came with "absurd" conditions.



One job had a starting salary of $380 a month, which she considered too low to live on. Another company offered her a position, but said she would have to work on public holidays and not get any days off in return. She was offered a position she was told was for a makeup artist, but declined after learning she would actually have to work in a nightclub.



"It feels like there are too many college graduates now, too many people but too few jobs," Ms. Chen said, noting that many of her classmates were jobless. "The economy is in a bad state."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/03/business/china-economy-consumption.html
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The Black List Helped Reshape Hollywood. Can It Change Publishing?



Almost 20 years after Franklin Leonard created the Black List, which has helped little-known screenwriters break into Hollywood, it is expanding into fiction.








By Alexandra Alter


Sep 04, 2024


For nearly 20 years, Franklin Leonard has made it his mission to help undiscovered writers find an audience.



In 2005, he started the Black List -- an annual survey of Hollywood's best unproduced screenplays. Over the years, the 
Black List
 evolved to include a website that has hosted tens of thousands of scripts, TV pilots and 
plays
, and became an indispensable tool for studios and producers. More than 400 screenplays that landed on the Black List's annual survey have been produced, including acclaimed films like "Spotlight," "Slumdog Millionaire" and "The King's Speech."



Now, 
Leonard
 is tackling another industry in which writers struggle, and mostly fail, to break through: publishing. He's adding novel manuscripts to the Black List, aiming to crack the perennial problem of the slush pile.



Aspiring novelists can now post manuscripts on the Black List, where they can potentially get discovered by the literary agents, editors and publishers who subscribe to the site.



The goal, Leonard said, is to create a new avenue for authors whose work may have gone overlooked because they lack a literary agent or the right industry connections.



This lack of visibility, he said, "has really negative consequences for the writers who are trying to get their work to somebody who can do something with it, but also for the publishing industry itself, because it's not necessarily finding the best writers and the best books," Leonard said.



Leonard has been thinking about adding fiction to the site for the past four years. After talking to dozens of publishing professionals, he realized that some of the tools he developed for highlighting promising scripts and plays could also be used to showcase exciting unpublished novels.



He recruited Randy Winston, the former director of writing programs at the Center for Fiction, to oversee the Black List's expansion into fiction, and to assemble a team of readers with publishing experience to evaluate manuscripts.



Like screenwriters and playwrights who use the site, fiction writers can create a public profile on the Black List for free. They can post a novel-length unpublished or self-published manuscript on the site for a monthly fee of $30. For $150, authors can get professional feedback on the first 90 to 100 pages of their novel from one of the Black List's readers.



Publishing professionals can apply to gain free access to the site's content. Those who are approved can browse through manuscripts and search for works by themes and subgenres. Novels that receive outstanding evaluations from readers will be showcased in an email blast to industry subscribers, and highlighted on the site, which maintains lists of the best-rated novels in different genres.



The Black List will not receive a cut if a publisher decides to buy a novel they discover on the site, or claim any rights to the material, Leonard said. The bulk of the business's revenue comes from the fees that writers pay for evaluations and to post their work on the site.



Some publishers and literary agents who were approached about the Black List's expansion into fiction said they were optimistic that the site would help uncover new talent.



"Publishers and readers everywhere have tried to figure out how to deal with the onslaught of unsolicited material," said Molly Stern, the founder and chief executive of Zando, an independent press. "What I think Franklin is doing is tracking and funneling and organizing and creating opportunity for unique and worthy work."



"He's done all that for film, so I kind of think he can do it for books," Stern added.



Leonard has other plans to help draw attention to talented undiscovered novelists. The Black List is creating "The Unpublished Novel Award," a $10,000 grant for authors of unpublished manuscripts in seven genres -- children's and young adult, mystery, horror, literary fiction, romance, science fiction and fantasy, and thriller and suspense. The judges for the prize include writers and industry figures like the actor LeVar Burton, the novelist Victor LaValle, the literary agents Mollie Glick and Eric Simonoff, and Vanity Fair's editor in chief, Radhika Jones.



The Black List is also working with a production company, Simon Kinberg's Genre Films, which produced films like "The Martian" and "Deadpool." The company will choose an unpublished manuscript to option for 18 months for $25,000.



Sarah Bowlin, a literary agent at Aevitas Creative Management, said the Black List could make it easier for her and other agents to find new writers, rather than "responding to a stack of queries they have not necessarily asked to see." She also hopes that the site's rating system will encourage publishers to gamble on debut novelists they might have otherwise overlooked.



"It could be a tool for publishers and editors to take more risks," she said. "What is rated highly might surprise us, and I hope it does."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/04/books/the-black-list-publishing.html
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TikTok Expands Its 'How to Vote' Resources Ahead of the Election



The company is an increasingly popular source of political news. It's adding more content about how elections work and media literacy.




Attendees making phone recordings during the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, last month.




By Sapna Maheshwari


Sep 04, 2024


TikTok is pushing to improve information about the upcoming U.S. presidential election on the app, it said Wednesday.



The company will expand a landing page on how elections work and why they can be trusted and run new in-feed videos about media literacy. It will also increase security requirements for verified accounts from politicians and governments in the United States. Vice President Kamala Harris, former President Donald J. Trump and their vice-presidential nominees each have TikTok accounts as of two weeks ago, 
a sharp pivot from last year
, when the vast majority of American politicians were avoiding the app.



The efforts come as TikTok warily acknowledges that it has become a much bigger news source for millions of Americans ahead of the 
presidential election
 than it was in 2020. It joins other major tech companies like Meta, Google and X that must regularly grapple with how their platforms handle election-related content. But TikTok has an added layer of scrutiny, since it is owned by the Chinese company ByteDance and faces a looming possibility that its app could be banned as soon as January, based on national security concerns.



"Young people are going to TikTok and other vertical video platforms for news more than ever," said Alex Mahadevan, the director of MediaWise at the Poynter Institute, which worked with TikTok to create a series of videos on media literacy that will soon begin airing to users. "As of late, TikTok has been investing a lot in media literacy and fact-checking."



The U.S. government has expressed some concern that TikTok could imperil future elections. The Justice Department said in July that China could direct ByteDance and TikTok to manipulate videos served to Americans to "undermine trust in our democracy and exacerbate social divisions." President Biden signed a 
landmark law
 in April that will ban TikTok in the U.S. in January unless ByteDance sells the app to a non-Chinese company.



ByteDance and TikTok, which are challenging the law in court, said that the U.S. government has not shared evidence that the Chinese government has manipulated TikTok videos viewed by Americans, and that the technology fueling the app's recommendations is based in the United States and overseen by Oracle, an American cloud computing company.



TikTok said in a release that its Elections Center -- a landing page that the app prompts users to visit when they search for election-related terms or watch videos tied to the race -- has been visited more than seven million times since it was introduced in January. TikTok developed the page in conjunction with Democracy Works, a nonpartisan nonprofit that helps voters find accurate information online.








It includes links to voting resources and short explanations of how voting systems and elections work, and will be updated with real-time results from The Associated Press in November of presidential, congressional and gubernatorial races, TikTok said. 



The company said it has formed a 13-member U.S. Elections Integrity Advisory Group, which includes outside experts in violent extremism and election and civic integrity, to "pressure-test" its policies around hate speech or content generated by artificial intelligence, and to plan for scenarios that could affect social platforms during elections.



Most major social media companies 
have scaled back
 safeguards around misinformation and downsized teams working on elections. Mr. Mahadevan, whose MediaWise group promotes media literacy across social platforms, said that TikTok stands out for leaning into such efforts at this time.



"Media literacy resources are shrinking at Meta and potentially nonexistent at X, and they are growing at TikTok," he said.
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Brian Stelter Returns to CNN as Chief Media Analyst



Mr. Stelter, who left CNN two years ago, will be helming his newsletter for the network, but without a Sunday show.




Brian Stelter previously worked at CNN from 2013 to 2022. 




By Benjamin Mullin


Sep 04, 2024


CNN's "Reliable Sources" is back. Kind of.



Brian Stelter, a media reporter and pundit who 
left CNN
 two years ago amid differences with the network's previous leadership, is returning to the company as its chief media analyst and writer of its "Reliable Sources" newsletter.



The network's Sunday morning round table of media criticism that he had hosted, also called "Reliable Sources," will not return. In his new role, Mr. Stelter will serve as an on-air analyst in addition to writing his newsletter and reporting for the network.



Mr. Stelter, 39, announced his return to CNN on Tuesday in the newsletter he founded, saying he was back at the network in a somewhat different capacity.



"I loved my old life as the anchor of a Sunday morning show but, to borrow some lingo from my video game blogger days, I finished that level of the game," Mr. Stelter said. "Time for new levels, new challenges."



Mark Thompson, CNN's chief executive, said in a statement that he was "happy to welcome" Mr. Stelter back to CNN, calling him "one of the best global experts in media commentary."



Mr. Stelter replaces Oliver Darcy as author of the newsletter. Mr. Darcy recently 
left the network
 to start his own subscription-based news site, Status, which focuses on media and entertainment news. CNN also regularly calls upon Sara Fischer, a media reporter for Axios, as an on-air analyst.



Mr. Stelter, a former New York Times reporter, joined CNN in 2013 as host of "Reliable Sources" under the network's president at the time, Jeff Zucker, and left in 2022 after a new leader, Chris Licht, reprogrammed the network. When Mr. Licht took over, he sought to steer the network away from partisan analysis that had become popular on CNN during the administration of President Donald J. Trump. In some cases, that meant removing voices that he perceived as too liberal. Mr. Stelter was among the prominent network hosts who audience research showed were most closely associated with having a liberal tilt.



Mr. Stelter began negotiating his return to CNN in the last three weeks, after Mr. Darcy announced plans to leave the network, according to a person familiar with the matter. Mr. Darcy's decision was unrelated to Mr. Stelter's appointment, another person said.



In the inaugural edition of his new newsletter, Mr. Stelter was reflective about his bumpy departure from CNN, saying it allowed him to experience the news "more like an everyday consumer," honing his focus on "the attention economy and the information ecosystem."



"I always scoffed at people who said 'getting fired was the best thing that's ever happened to me' -- until, well, it happened to me," Mr. Stelter wrote.
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Trump Media Shares Are Down 70% From Their March Peak



The stock price of the former president's social media company has often moved in tandem with investor perception of his standing in the presidential race.



By Matthew Goldstein


Sep 04, 2024


Shares of former President Donald J. Trump's social media company have fallen so much that his 
onetime $6 billion stake
 is now worth about $2 billion.



The stock price of Trump Media & Technology Group, at about $17.40 a share in early trading on Wednesday, is down more than 70 percent from the high-water mark it hit after Trump Media's merger in March with a publicly traded shell company.



Mr. Trump is the single largest shareholder of Trump Media, the parent company of Truth Social, owning 115 million shares -- a roughly 60 percent stake.



The slide in the share price has accelerated over the past few weeks as the presidential campaign has heated up and the Democratic nominee, Vice President Kamala Harris, has narrowly overtaken Mr. Trump in 
most national polls
. Shares of Trump Media often have risen and fallen in tandem with investor perception of how Mr. Trump is doing in the presidential race.



The stock is also falling in advance of a pivotal date -- the expiration of a contractual lockup that has precluded Mr. Trump from selling any of his shares. But on Sept. 19, he and other early investors can start selling shares, which could further depress Trump Media's stock price.



Trump Media's shares are now trading just around the $17.50 price that the shell company it merged with, Digital World Acquisition Corporation, had at the start of the year. In January, investors began buying shares of Digital World in anticipation of the merger's completion.



By the time the merger with Trump Media closed on March 25, Digital World shares had risen to nearly $40, and they peaked two days later above $66. But the shares, even at their current level, still trade at a sky-high valuation given that Trump Media is losing tens of millions of dollars each quarter and Truth Social is taking in meager advertising revenues.



Many of Trump Media's shareholders are individual investors and supporters of the former president who originally bought shares of Digital World after the two companies announced plans to a merger in October 2021. Some bought in when shares of Digital World were trading near $90 in the initial wave of exuberance surrounding the deal.
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Nordstrom Family Offers $3.8 Billion to Buy Its Namesake Retailer



The $23-per-share offer by the department store's founding family comes as retailers struggle to navigate new shopping trends and costly real estate.




Nordstrom's flagship store in Seattle, where the retailer was founded in 1901. 




By Lauren Hirsch and Jordyn Holman


Sep 04, 2024


The family behind Nordstrom, one of the country's oldest department stores, is offering to take it private for $3.8 billion, the company announced in a regulatory filing on Wednesday, as retailers struggle to navigate new shopping trends and their costly store bases.



Erik Nordstrom, the chief executive, and his brother Pete Nordstrom, the executive vice president, are leading a group of investors that is proposing to acquire Nordstrom for $23 a share in cash. The two are the 
fourth generation
 of Nordstroms to head the store, founded in Seattle in 1901. The offer is subject to shareholder approval.



Department stores are adjusting to customers who are spending less on discretionary purchases like dresses and handbags, main categories for the stores. Inflation, dwindling foot traffic at malls and the race to compete continue to weigh on the sector. It's led some to consolidate; Macy's, the country's largest department store chain, is looking to shrink itself, with plans to close 150 stores over the next three years.The parent company of Saks Fifth Avenue in 
July
 announced plans to acquire Neiman Marcus in a $2.65 billion deal.



Nordstrom was thought to be better situated to navigate the challenges facing retailers, given its premium real estate and reputation for high-touch customer service. But it struggled last year amid patchy performance at Nordstrom Rack, its off-price business, even as inflation-weary consumers looked for deals.



Shares of Nordstrom are up 25 percent since the start of the year, but down nearly 27 percent over the past five years. The family's offer is a nearly 35 percent premium to its closing price on March 18, the day before news first leaked that the family was 
considering a deal
 to acquire the company. But the offer is less than 1 percent higher than Tuesday's closing price.



The retailer has formed a special committee of directors to evaluate the deal. The committee confirmed receipt of the proposal on Wednesday, saying it would seek an outcome in the best interests of both Nordstrom and its shareholders.



"The lack of any real premium would, under normal circumstances, make the offer unattractive," said Neil Saunders, managing director of the consulting firm GlobalData Retail. "However, as a family-run firm, the dynamics are slightly different."



The Nordstrom family has proposed financing the transaction with cash, their existing stake in the company and $250 million in bank financing. The buying group also includes El Puerto de Liverpool, a Mexican real estate and department store company that disclosed a nearly 10 percent stake in Nordstrom in 2022.



Nordstrom reported quarterly earnings last week that showed an increase in same-store sales, partly driven by an improvement in Nordstrom Rack. The company also raised its outlook slightly for the year. On the call with analysts, Erik Nordstrom said his company was making progress on its goals, which include improving both its namesake and off-price businesses.



The Nordstrom family had 
considered
 taking the company private in 2017, alongside the private equity firm Leonard Green, as investors fled the department store sector. But financing such a deal in that environment proved difficult.
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Internet Archive Loses Court Appeal in Fight Over Online Lending Library



The dispute started in the early days of the pandemic when the organization expanded access to a free online collection of books.




The Internet Archive in San Francisco responded to the closing of libraries and schools in the early days of the pandemic.




By Eli Tan


Sep 04, 2024


When libraries across the country temporarily closed in the early days of the pandemic, the Internet Archive, an organization that digitizes and archives materials like web pages and music, had the idea to make its library of scanned books 
free to read in an online database
.



The question of that library's legality became a long-running saga that may have finally ended on Wednesday, when an appeals court affirmed that the Internet Archive violated copyright laws by redistributing those books without a licensing agreement.



The decision, by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit in Manhattan, is a victory for the major book publishers that brought the lawsuit in 2020, and could set a precedent over the lawfulness of broader digital archives.



"The defendant attempted to do what no one had done before, which was to call unauthorized distribution of entire books 'lending' without permission," said Maria A. Pallante, president of the Association of American Publishers, which helped coordinate the industry response. "Obviously we are delighted" with the decision, she said.



A federal court ruled against the Internet Archive in March 2023, and the archive removed many works from its online library of books. It appealed the decision last September.



A final appeal could potentially be taken to the Supreme Court. In a statement, the Internet Archive said it was "reviewing the court's opinion and will continue to defend the rights of libraries to own, lend and preserve books."



In its appeal, the nonprofit argued that its Free Digital Library was protected by so-called fair use laws, and that scanning the books was a transformative use of the material done in the public interest. The court firmly rejected that claim.



To construe the Internet Archive's "use of the works as transformative would significantly narrow -- if not entirely eviscerate -- copyright owners' exclusive right to prepare derivative works," the decision said. "Were we to approve IA's use of the works, there would be little reason for consumers or libraries to pay publishers for content they could access for free on IA's website."



The library existed long before the pandemic, utilizing a system it called "digital lending," which allowed users to read copies of scanned books one at a time. The Internet Archive threw out the viewing limits during the pandemic.



In a petition to publishers to reverse the lower court's decision, the Internet Archive said it had removed over 500,000 books from its public archive.



"People are worried about book bannings and the defunding of libraries, but I don't know that there is really an awareness of what's going on in the movement toward license-only access to electronic material," Brewster Kahle, the founder and digital librarian of the Internet Archive, said in an interview on Wednesday.



Libraries are "not just a Netflix reseller of books to their patrons," he added. "Libraries have always been more than that."



Unlike traditional libraries, which pay licensing fees to publishers to make their books available for lending, the Internet Archive acquires copies through donated or purchased books to scan and put online. The nonprofit is also known for the Wayback Machine, a popular database of past web pages.



Ms. Pallante of the publishers association said she hoped the ruling would have implications for artificial intelligence companies that scrape data from book publishers and elsewhere for their products, potentially undercutting a publisher's so-called derivative rights of what is done with its works.



"It's not OK to just usurp those derivative rights," she said.
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Guest Essay



D.E.I. Is Not Working on College Campuses. We Need a New Approach.








By Paul Brest and Emily J. Levine


Aug 30, 2024


With colleges and universities beginning a new academic year, we can expect more contentious debate over programs that promote diversity, equity and inclusion. Progressives are doubling down on programs that teach students that they are either oppressed peoples or oppressors, while red states are closing campus D.E.I. programs altogether.



For all of the complaints, some of these programs most likely serve the important goal of ensuring that all students are valued and engaged participants in their academic communities. But we fear that many other programs are too ideological, exacerbate the very problems they intend to solve and are incompatible with higher education's longstanding mission of cultivating critical thinking. We propose an alternative: a pluralist-based approach to D.E.I. that would provide students with the self-confidence, mind-sets and skills to engage with challenging social and political issues.



Like many other universities, our university, Stanford, experienced a rise in antisemitic incidents after the Hamas attack on Israel on Oct. 7 and Israel's response. We were appointed to the university's Subcommittee on Antisemitism and Anti-Israeli Bias, which was charged with assessing the nature and scope of the problem and making recommendations. The 
upshot
 of hearing from over 300 people in 50 listening sessions is that many Jews and Israelis have experienced bias and feel insecure on our campus.



A parallel committee formed to address anti-Muslim, Arab and Palestinian bias 
reached
 similar conclusions for those groups.



These findings are discouraging, given that institutions of higher learning have spent several decades and 
vast sums
 of money establishing institutional infrastructures to promote diversity, equity and inclusion. Discouraging, but not surprising -- because our inquiries revealed how exclusionary and counterproductive some of these programs can be.



Our committee was pressed by many of those we interviewed to recommend adding Jews and Israelis to the identities currently recognized by Stanford's D.E.I. programs so their harms would be treated with the same concern as those of people of color and L.G.B.T.Q.+ people, who are regarded as historically oppressed. This move would be 
required
 of many California colleges and universities under a measure moving through the California Legislature. But subsuming new groups into the traditional D.E.I. regime would only reinforce a flawed system.



D.E.I. training 
originated
 in the corporate world of the 1960s and migrated to universities in subsequent decades, initially to rectify the underrepresentation of minority groups and then to mitigate the tensions associated with more diverse populations. In recent years, the goals of diversity and inclusion have become the 
bete noire
 of the political right, in part to avoid reckoning with our nation's history of slavery and discrimination in ways that might cause, as some state laws have put it, "
discomfort, guilt or anguish
." We do not share this view. We believe that fostering a sense of belonging among students of diverse backgrounds is a precondition for educational success. That said, many D.E.I. training programs actually subvert their institutions' educational missions.



Here's why. A major purpose of higher education is to teach students the skill of critical inquiry, which the philosopher and educator John Dewey 
described
 as "the active, persistent, and careful consideration of any belief or supposed form of knowledge in the light of the grounds that support it." Conscientious faculty members teaching about race and gender require their students to critically consider differing views of the status and history of people of color, women and L.G.B.T.Q.+ people. Teaching critical thinking about any topic is challenging and humbling work.



While issues of diversity, equity and inclusion are sometimes addressed in rigorous classroom courses, university-based D.E.I. programs tend to come in two basic forms: online or off-the-shelf 
trainings
 that are more suitable for airline safety briefings than exploring the complexities of interracial relations, and ideological workshops that inculcate theories of social justice as if there were no plausible alternatives. The Intergroup Dialogue, developed at the University of Michigan and used on many campuses around the country, "
assist[s]
 participants in exploring issues of power, privilege, conflict and oppression." The program's 
success
 is measured by students' acknowledgment of pervasive discrimination and their attribution of inequalities to structural causes, such as deeply rooted government policies.



D.E.I. programs often assign participants to identity categories based on rigid distinctions. In a D.E.I. training program at Stanford a few years ago, Jewish staff members were assigned to a "whiteness accountability" group, and some later complained that they were shot down when they tried to raise concerns about antisemitism. The 
former D.E.I. director
 at a Bay Area community college described D.E.I. as based on the premises "that the world is divided into two groups of people: the oppressors and the oppressed." She was also told by colleagues and campus leaders that "Jews are 'white oppressors,'" and her task was to "decenter whiteness."



Rather than correcting stereotypes, diversity training too often 
reinforces
 them and breeds 
resentment
, impeding students' social development. An excessive focus on identity can be 
just as harmful
 as the pretense that identity doesn't matter. Overall, these programs may undermine the very groups they seek to aid by instilling a victim mind-set and by pitting students against one another.



Research 
shows
 that all students feel excluded from academic communities at one point or another, no matter their backgrounds. The Stanford psychologists Geoffrey Cohen and Greg Walton have found that "belonging uncertainty"-- the "state of mind in which one suffers from doubts about whether one is fully accepted in a particular environment or ever could be" -- can afflict all of us. From our perspective, if one student is excluded, all students' learning is diminished. Belonging is a foundation for the shared pursuit of knowledge and the preparation of students as citizens and leaders of a diverse society.



American campuses need an alternative to ideological D.E.I. programs. They need programs that foster a sense of belonging and engagement for students of diverse backgrounds, religious beliefs and political views without subverting their schools' educational missions. Such programs should be based on a pluralistic vision of the university community combined with its commitments to academic freedom and critical inquiry.



An increasing number of educators are coming to this conclusion. Musa al-Gharbi, a sociologist at Stony Brook University, 
presents
 a holistic approach to diversity. Conflicting viewpoints must be "brought into conversation with one another in a constructive way -- to form a picture that is more complete and reliable than we would have were we to look at only the dominant perspective or only at subaltern perspectives," he has written. Danielle Allen, a professor of political philosophy, ethics, and public policy at Harvard, champions "
confident pluralism
," in which we "honor our own values while making decisions together." And the philosopher Susan Neiman 
invokes
 a tradition of universalism that allows for -- indeed requires -- empathy with others rather than a competition among sufferings. "If you don't base solidarity on deep principles that you share, it's not real solidarity," she has said. The group Interfaith America, which promotes interfaith cooperation, has developed a comprehensive 
Bridging the Gap
 curriculum that offers a practical guide for discourse across differences.



At the core of pluralistic approaches are facilitated conversations among participants with diverse identities, religious beliefs and political ideologies, but without a predetermined list of favored identities or a preconceived framework of power, privilege and oppression. Students are taught the complementary skills of telling stories about their own identities, values and experiences and listening with curiosity and interest to the stories of others, acknowledging differences and looking for commonalities.



Success would be an academic community of equally respected learners who possess critical thinking skills and are actively engaged in navigating challenging questions throughout the curriculum -- an approach that teaches students 
how
 to think rather than 
what
 to think.



Pluralism does not ignore identity or pervasive structural inequalities. Rather, it provides a framework in which identity is construed broadly and understood as a starting point for dialogue, rather than the basis for separation and fragmentation. It commits questions about the causes and persistence of inequalities to the classroom, where they can be examined through the critical, evidence-based methods at the root of a university education. Respecting the diverse perspectives of one's fellows and adhering to 
norms
 such as active listening, humility and generosity enable classroom conversations about contentious social and political issues.



Nonprofit and religious leaders are translating these ideas into an emerging movement. A collaborative of philanthropic funders called 
New Pluralists
 is organizing and supporting groups that are putting pluralism into practice. Such efforts face headwinds both from conservatives who are suspicious of all efforts to foster inclusion and from groups that believe they benefit from the current system. And it will require heavy lifting by educators to work together with their students to create the preconditions for authentic critical engagement.



The current system is not good for Jews at Stanford and other universities. It's not good for Muslims, either. And it's certainly not good for society as a whole.



Paul Brest
 is former dean and professor emeritus at Stanford Law School. 
Emily J. Levine
 is associate professor of education and history at Stanford. Both were members of the University's Subcommittee on Antisemitism and Anti-Israeli Bias.
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Charles M. Blow



We Have Reached the Scrounging-for-Scandals Phase of the Campaign








By Charles M. Blow


Sep 05, 2024


On Sunday, Dustin Grage, a columnist for the conservative website Townhall and a Republican strategist who describes himself as a "Minnesota G.O.P. hype man," posted on X a clip from a 2012 speech by Tim Walz to the American Legion. In the clip, Walz says: "When I was in Afghanistan, you know what our troops were worried about? They were worried about their family's health care, and they were worried about their pensions."



Grage's post said Walz claiming he was in Afghanistan was "another example of Stolen Valor."



But Walz did, in fact, visit Afghanistan and speak with troops as part of a congressional delegation in 2008. Grage concedes as much in a "note" that was later appended to the post, complaining that Walz didn't "specify" that he was referring to "the trip four years prior."



But Grage didn't remove the "stolen valor" post, which has been viewed more than 340,000 times. The note, on the other hand, has been viewed only about 4,000 times. This differential is how misinformation spreads.



Some legitimate questions have arisen about statements that Walz made about his service, but four veterans who specialize in investigating cases of deception about service 
told The New York Times
 last month that "they do not believe Mr. Walz engaged in stolen valor, but that he did misrepresent his record at times or, at the very least, has not always been precise."



The "stolen valor" claim isn't true, and it isn't sticking, but that hasn't stopped conservatives from using it. They will try anything that they think might shift the narrative.



We have entered the scrounging-for-scandals stage of the presidential race. The battle is asymmetrical. Donald Trump is plagued by so many scandals that they start to blend together and people become numb to them, while videos keep emerging of his running mate, JD Vance, repeatedly vilifying people, particularly women, for not having children.



Scandal can work two ways in a campaign. It can reinforce a negative impression. That is what the "stolen valor" attacks are meant to do, to cement the idea that Walz -- and Kamala Harris, to a degree -- are not what they seem, that they are inflated beyond their actual accomplishments.



The Vance revelations and incidents like Trump's disastrous visit to the Arlington National Cemetery and his Play-Doh-like message shaping and reshaping on reproductive rights do it too, underscoring the idea that the Trump-Vance ticket lacks compassion and respect for certain people, like women and veterans.



The other way scandal can work is on a larger, more race-altering level, where it lands with such weight and so close to the election that there isn't enough time for the subject to adjust for it. These are seismic events, and they are rare.



This race has already had two seismic events: the attempted assassination of Trump, which has receded in prominence, and the replacement of President Biden with Harris, which has completely shifted the race.



The October surprises came in July. The race climaxed too early. Now it seems to be settling into a new normal, on a glide path to November. That is not to say that the next two months will be uneventful or that we can confidently predict an outcome. Surprises are not only still possible; they are likely. For instance, the first -- and possibly only -- presidential debate between Harris and Trump is set for next week.



But will any of those surprises rise to a "But her emails!" level? Will any of them fundamentally change the race? All we can say for sure is that the clock is ticking and the enthusiasm has shifted.



This has produced a panic in Trump world. And Trump panics aggressively. Desperation increases an instinct to play dirty. Days after the "Access Hollywood" tape leaked in 2016, Trump held a news conference with several women who had accused former President Bill Clinton of inappropriate sexual behavior. Trump then planned to seat them close to the stage at that night's debate with Hillary Clinton.



Harris has embraced her candidacy and is owning it. I'm sure that she really wants to win. But Trump's motivation is different and deeper. For him, winning is existential. He is running to prevent or delay some very serious prosecutions that could end with prison time. He is driven by an embittered instinct for self-preservation and retribution.



Trump needs a scandal that makes a moment, and he won't stop trying until he finds one that works.
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Guest Essay



Lindsey Graham: How Trump Can Improve His Chances of Winning








By Lindsey Graham


Sep 03, 2024


With a little more than two months to go until Election Day, it's fair to ask if Donald Trump can win in November. The presidential race is virtually tied in all the major swing states. Last month's Democratic National Convention was both a hate fest directed squarely at our former president and also a fawning coronation of Vice President Kamala Harris, the nominee who didn't win a single primary in 2020 or 2024. Every day that the candidates trade insults is a good day for her because it's one less day that she has to defend the failures of the Biden-Harris administration.



Far more worthwhile for Mr. Trump is his record of success. The road to the White House runs through a vigorous policy debate, not an exchange of barbs.



First, consider Ms. Harris's and President Biden's dismal record: According to a recent Harvard-Harris poll, 
60 percent
 of voters view the economy as weak. What's one of Ms. Harris's big proposals? Government-led 
price control measures
. During her time as vice president, Americans endured crushing 5 percent annualized inflation, cemented by two partisan 
spending
 
bills
 costing trillions. She cast the tiebreaking votes on both -- the Senate majority leader, Chuck Schumer, said they wouldn't have happened without her. Ms. Harris may try to pass the blame, but she and Mr. Biden own the high prices at grocery stores and utility meters.



From the beginning, immigration was the cornerstone of Ms. Harris's vice-presidential portfolio, yet the situation at the southern border has severely deteriorated since she took office. As The New York Times 
reported
 last year, illegal border crossings 
surged
 in 2021 and hit records in 2022 and 2023. Fentanyl and other drugs are flowing across our borders. In 2020, Ms. Harris 
wrote
, "Trump's border wall is a complete waste of taxpayer money and won't make us any safer." Now she 
supports a bill
 that includes funds to build the wall. Three and a half years ago, where was she?



Today Ms. Harris claims she won't oppose fracking, but as a senator she 
cosponsored
 the Green New Deal -- a declaration of war on fossil fuels that would deliver a deadly blow to Pennsylvania's economy if it ever came to fruition. Her campaign 
says
 she doesn't support single-payer health insurance, but as a senator she cosponsored a Medicare for All bill written by Bernie Sanders, the most left-wing member of the Senate. Ms. Harris has talked about being the last person in the room when Mr. Biden made the disastrous decision to withdraw American troops from Afghanistan, a botched withdrawal leading to the death of 13 of our brave service members and emboldening terrorists throughout the world.



Our staunch ally Israel was brutally attacked by the Iran-funded organization Hamas on Oct. 7, the deadliest day for the Jewish people since the Holocaust. After the attack, antisemitism and anti-Israel rhetoric reared their ugly heads on the political left. Yet last month, in one of her first acts as the presumptive Democratic nominee, Ms. Harris, who as the vice president is the president of the Senate, chose to skip Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 
address
 to a joint meeting of Congress -- a shot in the arm to terrorist states and networks throughout the Middle East.



Now, consider Mr. Trump's record: He left office as one of the strongest supporters of Israel since its founding. Iran was boxed in and his brokering of the historic Abraham Accords between Israel and several Arab nations held out the promise of lasting peace in the region.



When it came to our allies and adversaries, Mr. Trump led from a position of strength and bad actors took note. Vladimir Putin and Kim Jong-un had a crystal-clear understanding of where he stood and knew what lines they could not cross. He hosted Xi Jinping at Mar-a-Lago but wasn't afraid to be tough on China when he had to be.



From Day 1, Mr. Trump was laser-focused on finding every means to fight illegal immigration, including using Title 42 authority to turn migrants away at the U.S.-Mexico border and enforcing strict asylum claim standards. His administration directed border enforcement agencies to halt catch-and-release policies. He secured funding for the border wall. Mr. Trump has pledged that when he returns to office, he will deport migrants who have broken the law and are here illegally. He will support our border enforcement officers, apply the laws already on the books and finish building the wall.



Making good on his campaign promise, Mr. Trump appointed three exceptionally qualified, constitutionally sound, conservative justices to the Supreme Court.



And last, there's the economy. In an August New York Times/Siena College poll of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, 
by nine points
 registered voters said they trusted him to do a better job on the economy than Ms. Harris. In the CNBC All-America Economic Survey released last month, 
by 19 points
 registered voters said they would be better off financially if Mr. Trump wins. This is no accident.



When he left office, mortgage interest rates were below 3 percent. He cut taxes and slashed red tape, unleashing American productivity. He has promised to end federal taxes on tips -- an idea so good that Ms. Harris 
copied it
.



When Ms. Harris and Democrats say, "We are not going back," that isn't the winning slogan they think it is. If anything, it shows just how out of touch they are. Of course, Americans want to go back to affordable groceries, a secure border and a world that respects both the United States and its commander in chief.



It's inconceivable that the most liberal Democratic nominee in history -- one who has been part of the problem -- has the solutions. 
According to Gallup
, only 25 percent of Americans are satisfied with the way things are going in this country. Those of us who believe our country is going in the wrong direction are right and will vote accordingly.



Like sports, politics has a lot to do with momentum, and Robert Kennedy Jr.'s endorsement of Mr. Trump brings momentum in a race where every percentage point matters. Equally important is Gov. Brian Kemp and Mr. Trump working together in Georgia -- an essential pickup for Mr. Trump on his march to 270 electoral votes. Mr. Kemp's enthusiastic support and the activation of his ground operation on behalf of Mr. Trump will seal the deal in Georgia.



Mr. Trump has a long record of accomplishments on behalf of the American people. The more he compares his successes with Ms. Harris's failures, the more likely it is that he wins.



Lindsey Graham has served in the Senate since 2003.
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Guest Essay



Will Our Hostage Son Be Next?








By Adi and Yael Alexander


Sep 02, 2024


For 11 months, the family of Hersh Goldberg-Polin tapped into reserves of strength that most people never need to find. We watched it firsthand, as parents of a hostage ourselves. Our 20-year-old son Edan, an American citizen who graduated from high school in Tenafly, N.J., was serving in the Israel Defense Forces near Gaza when Hamas took him captive on Oct. 7.



For 331 days, the world has failed our son and his fellow hostages: The Israeli government has abandoned them, too many countries have turned a blind eye, and while we're grateful for the U.S. government's steadfast support, its efforts have yet to yield results.



Last month, the world watched as Hersh's parents, Jon Polin and Rachel Goldberg, 
told the story of their 23-year-old son
 at the Democratic National Convention. Ms. Goldberg, looking small next to the podium, and Mr. Polin, hunched over the microphone, spoke with emotion and clarity. With heavy hearts, we rewatched their speech on Sunday, hours after the world learned that the bodies of 
Hersh and five other hostages
 were recovered by the Israeli military in Gaza.



The result of Hamas's cruelty and Israel's indifference have now come to bear, and two people who have become family to us have paid the ultimate price. Hersh's brutal killing has us racked with pain for the Goldberg-Polins and fear that our own son Edan will soon meet the same fate.



None of this had to happen.



Since October, we -- along with Jon, Rachel, and other hostage families -- have warned that our loved ones could be killed in captivity without a deal to bring them home. Every day as captives puts their lives more at risk.



And yet, after one hopeful but temporary cease-fire agreement that released 
more than 100 hostages
, we have only experienced delay after delay.



Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is 
reportedly
 prioritizing keeping Israeli forces deployed on the Philadelphi Corridor, a strip of land on the border of Gaza and Egypt, a condition many say threatens the chance to bring home the remaining hostages. The killing of Hersh, Eden Yerushalmi, Carmel Gat, Almog Sarusi, Alexander Lobanov, and Ori Danino proves that Mr. Netanyahu can no longer hold up this deal. Our window to rescue the hostages is closing, and the prime minister is fastening the latch.



Our depths of devastation have had moments of light. Just a little over four months ago, Hamas released 
a video of Hersh
, the first proof of life his family has received since his kidnapping from the Nova music festival. He gestured at the camera with an arm blown off during Hamas's attack that day, his face gaunt. Despite the shock of his appearance, this video was a sign of hope for the Goldberg-Polins, for our family, and for the families of all those lost in the dungeons of Hamas captivity. Hersh was alive, and other hostages might be, too.



But on Saturday night, Israeli forces announced that Hamas terrorists had executed Hersh and the five other hostages. Their bodies were found 
less than a mile
 from where the Bedouin-Israeli hostage Farhan al-Qadi was rescued last week. According to the Israeli military, they 
were killed
 by their captors not long before Israeli forces recovered their bodies. Who knows how close Hersh was to coming home alive?



We live in agony each day that passes without our son. We have grieved the loss of every hostage, including the Americans 
Judih Weinstein
, 
Gadi Haggai
 and 
Itay Chen
, who were killed on Oct. 7 and dragged back to Gaza. But until yesterday, we hung on to the hope that the other hostages were alive. We knew that hope was not a guarantee. We knew we were closer to losing it every time another round of negotiations failed. As Rachel Goldberg has said: 
"Hope is mandatory."



We still believe that today, but our hope is running out.



It's not just the fear of losing our son that now keeps us up at night. It's the fact that his murder is becoming the more probable outcome, and we have no faith in Mr. Netanyahu's will to change that. We met with him in Washington, D.C., in July and he promised he would get a deal done to secure a cease-fire and the hostages' release. We struggle to see that any holdup could ever be worth these lives.



Mr. Prime Minister, we demand you uphold our shared Jewish values and prioritize the hostages,  whose lives remain in your hands. Tikkun olam means "repair the world" in Hebrew and is the core of what it means to be Jewish. We're counting on you to help repair the world, bring the hostages home and end all the suffering that this war has caused once and for all.



Adi and Yael Alexander are the parents of Edan Alexander, a 20-year-old American member of the IDF who has been held hostage in Gaza since Oct. 7. They live in Tenafly, New Jersey with their two other children.
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letters



JD Vance's Conversion to Catholicism


Sep 04, 2024



JD Vance at a prayer breakfast in Milwaukee. In 2019, he was baptized and received his first communion at St. Gertrude Church in Ohio.




To the Editor:



Re "
In Catholicism, Vance Adopts a 'Resistance'
" (front page, Aug. 25):



As a Catholic intellectual and professional historian whose politics bears no resemblance to that of JD Vance, I write to correct any impression readers might have about an intrinsic connection or even defensible affinity between Roman Catholicism and Trumpism.



Donald Trump's narcissism, insults, conception of masculinity and denigration of non-loyalists are the antithesis of the self-denial and service to others at the heart of the Gospel. His attacks on immigrants fly in the face of the biblical imperative to welcome the stranger. His mendacity mocks any commitment to truth.



It's sad that Mr. Vance, a recent convert to Catholicism, has agreed to be the running mate of this Frankenstein monster of the vices. There are plenty of reasons for concern about the modern world and our contemporary challenges, from chasmic socioeconomic inequalities to our global environmental predicament.



But anyone who thinks that Trumpism, Project 2025 or reactionary 
Catholic integralism
 is a promising way to address them ought to read up on Mussolini's Italy and Franco's Spain.



Brad Gregory
South Bend, Ind.
The writer is a professor of history at the University of Notre Dame.



To the Editor:



So let me get this straight: JD Vance's desire to reject false values based on "consumption and pleasure" and instead pursue core values of "duty and virtue" has led him to Donald J. Trump. Someone a lot smarter than I am is going to have to explain that connection to me.



James H. Stark
Cromwell, Conn.



To the Editor:



When I saw the online headline of Elizabeth Dias's article, "How JD Vance Found His Way to the Catholic Church," I thought the answer was pretty obvious.



JD Vance, who had moved from California back to Ohio to exchange his lucrative Silicon Valley career for one in politics, put his finger to the Republican wind and determined that conservative Catholicism was the way to go.



I was fascinated (but not surprised) to learn how he got there: of course, in the most elite way possible. Mr. Vance didn't find his faith the way the rest of us do. As Ms. Dias describes it, he had the luxury, time and connections to seek guidance from the upper echelons of the Catholic Church. No humble catechism classes at the local parish for him.



What struck me most, however, was Mr. Vance's line in a 2016 interview: "Not drinking, treating people well, working hard, and so forth, requires a lot of willpower when you didn't grow up in privilege."



I grew up in a rural Ohio community in which people do not make a lot of money. They work hard, very hard. (I must admit there is a bit of drinking: in the summer, a cold beer in the backyard; in the winter, a glass of homemade wine from a neighbor's cellar.) But for these people, treating others well is not an act of willpower. It is a guiding principle.



That Mr. Vance requires willpower to show kindness and compassion to others says so much about him.



Marye Elmlinger
New York



To the Editor:



I'm glad that JD Vance has found support, solace and meaning through his conversion to Catholicism. But given his suspicion of those who he believes lack a "direct stake" in our country's future because they do not have children, I have to wonder: Has anyone ever told him that the priests, friars, monks and nuns of his adopted faith are celibate?



J. Todd Brown
Tucson, Ariz.



The Hamas Tunnels








To the Editor:



"
The Book Hamas Wrote on Fighting Israeli Forces Underground
" (front page, Sept. 3) reports Israeli military estimates that construction of the Gaza war tunnels cost about $300,000 per half mile. At an estimated 500 miles, that's an investment of $300 million.



How many schools, roads, hospitals and homes could have been built with those funds? How many productive lives nurtured, how much good will built in the international community? And the tunnels were built to defend against an Israeli invasion that never occurred until Hamas intentionally provoked it.



Has any regime ever so perfected the art of death and destruction? Has any regime ever been so committed to perpetuating the misery not only of its adversary but also of its own people?



Ron Meyers
New York



Make Child Care a Priority in the Election




Staffing shortages and tuition costs are among the widespread problems at child care centers. 




To the Editor:



I am a working mother, in a community of many other working parents. As we approach the election, it is imperative that candidates up and down the ballot prioritize child care.



The average cost of child care for two kids is now higher than 
the average cost of rent in all 50 states
. This creates enormous financial stresses for families at all income levels, but particularly for low- and middle-income people. The cost for child care here in New York City is at a breaking point, which is deeply stressful to families and child care providers.



During this election season, we hear candidates talk about putting families first, but we need real policy solutions that ensure that families aren't forced to make impossible choices. This shouldn't be a partisan issue; nearly 
90 percent
 of voters want candidates to have a plan to help working parents afford high-quality child care.



I urge all candidates -- from the presidential candidates to the people running for local office -- to commit to prioritizing child care in their first 100 days.



I am thrilled to see that 
Kamala Harris has outlined a plan
, but we need to see this from all of the candidates at every level.



It's time for our leaders to answer parents across the country who are calling for affordable, accessible and quality child care.



Iben Falconer
Brooklyn



A Missed Opportunity to Make Paris More Accessible




Accessible train stations are unusual in Paris, with only 25 percent of the rail system outfitted for people with disabilities.




To the Editor:



Re "
Utopia for Paralympians, Until They Leave the Village
" (news article, Sept. 1):



As one who has been privileged to be able to travel a lot in the almost 20 years since I started using a wheelchair due to multiple sclerosis, I was quite saddened -- and indeed angered -- to read that Paris is still not accessible, outside of the Paralympic Village.



In 2015, my husband and I had the pleasure of going to Barcelona and found it to be one of the most accessible cities we have ever seen. We were told that this was 
because that city had hosted the Olympics in 1992.



There, unlike in many places, including Paris and Boston, where I live, historic preservation was not an excuse for keeping barriers in place.



We rode elevators in Gaudi-designed buildings and in the middle of Roman ruins. Flat pavement has replaced cobblestones on the winding roads in the historic neighborhoods. Residents of quaint historical places should know that this did not diminish the neighborhoods' charm, but only made us comfortable.



The metro system was rarely a problem for us. Although we had enlisted a great accessible travel company to help us, we hardly had to use it.



It is inexcusable that Paris has not similarly taken advantage of the opportunity presented by the Olympics to make that city welcoming to everyone.



Carol Steinberg
Boston
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Trudeau's Hold on Power Slips After Collapse of Governing Agreement



A left-leaning party that helped Canada's Liberals build a majority in Parliament announced it was ending its support, making it possible an election is called early.




The Liberal Party of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada relied upon the support of the New Democratic Party to maintain a majority of votes in the House of Commons.




By Ian Austen


Sep 04, 2024


The Liberal Party led by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada may face an election earlier than expected after a left-leaning political party announced on Wednesday the end of an agreement that propped up the Liberals in Parliament.



Jagmeet Singh,
 the leader of the New Democratic Party, said in a video that he was "tearing up" 
a formal agreement to support
 the Liberal Party. Without that support, Mr. Trudeau's party lacks a majority of votes needed to pass legislation in the House of Commons.



Mr. Singh agreed to the pact, which was scheduled to expire in June 2025, more than two years ago in exchange for Mr. Trudeau prioritizing various issues, including laying the ground work for a 
national pharamacare program, or publicly funded system
 for prescription drugs.



"Justin Trudeau has proven again and again he will always cave to corporate greed," Mr. Singh said on Wednesday. "The Liberals have let people down. They don't deserve another chance from Canadians."



The move will not force an immediate election, but it removes the stability that came from an agreement that effectively allowed Mr. Trudeau to act as if he controlled as majority in the House of Commons.



A new general election as required by the country's Constitution must take place by October 2025.



In theory, Mr. Trudeau's government could fall at any point following the return of Parliament from its summer break on Sept. 16.



Tensions rose recently between the Liberals and the New Democrats over 
Mr. Trudeau's decision
 to force the end of a lockout of 
striking railway workers
 and to require binding arbitration to settle it.



For months, Mr. Trudeau's Liberals have 
lagged by double digits
 behind the Conservatives, led by Pierre Poilievre, in all public opinion polls, while the New Democrats remained in third place. 



The agreement was not a formal coalition that brought New Democratic members of Parliament into Mr. Trudeau' s cabinet or otherwise involved them directly in governing.



But Mr. Poilievre has consistently, if inaccurately, described it as such. And as Mr. Trudeau's poll standings has sunk, the Conservative leader has repeatedly linked Mr. Singh politically to the prime minister. In a social media post on Wednesday, he referred to the leader of the New Democrats as "Sellout Singh."



Last week, Mr. Poilievre called on Mr. Singh to end his agreement with the government and join the Conservatives to force an election this fall. He criticized Mr. Singh on Wednesday for not committing to a vote to bring down the government.



On Wednesday, Mr. Singh was as negative about Mr. Poilievre as he was about Mr. Trudeau, saying that he was ending the agreement to focus on campaigning against the Conservatives.



Speaking in Newfoundland, Mr. Trudeau told reporters that he will continue to push his government's agenda in Parliament.



"I really hope the N.D.P. really stays focused on how we can deliver for Canadians," Mr. Trudeau said. "I'm focused on Canadians. I'll let the other parties focus on politics."
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Deregulation and Dishonesty Led to Deadly Grenfell Fire, Inquiry Finds



A damning final report into Britain's worst residential fire since World War II blamed a litany of cost-cutting, dishonest sales practices and lax regulation for the blaze that killed 72 people.




Grenfell Tower, as seen from a nearby Underground station, in London, in 2017.




By Mark Landler


Sep 04, 2024


Seven years after 
flames engulfed Grenfell Tower
, a public housing block in West London, killing 72 people, a public inquiry on Wednesday blamed unscrupulous manufacturers, a cost-cutting local government and reckless deregulation for the disaster, Britain's worst residential fire since World War II.



The 1,671-page final report laid out a litany of corner-cutting, dishonest sales practices, incompetence and 
lax regulation
 that led to the tower being wrapped in low-cost flammable cladding, which, after it caught fire in the early hours of June 14, 2017, quickly turned the building 
into an inferno
.



Many of the causes laid out in the report were documented in months of testimony before the inquiry, which was called by the prime minister at the time, Theresa May, and chaired over a seven-year period by a retired judge, Martin Moore-Bick.



But the report painted a damning picture of a Conservative-run local council, the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, eager to reduce costs, working with contractors who installed combustible cladding panels, purchased from suppliers who knew that they should never have been used in a high-rise building.



The suppliers "engaged in deliberate and sustained strategies to manipulate the testing processes, misrepresent test data, and mislead the market," the report said. In the case of the flammable foam insulation installed alongside the panels, it said one of the key regulators, the Building Research Establishment, "was complicit in that strategy."



Among the companies that came under the harshest criticism was Arconic, an American aluminum maker formerly known as Alcoa. It sold the cladding for Grenfell, the report said, but "deliberately concealed from the market the true extent of the danger" of using it in a high-rise structure.



Arconic has previously 
acknowledged
 its role in the tragedy as a supplier of building materials.



The publication of the report is a milestone in the aftermath of the Grenfell tragedy, which has haunted Britain since 2017, when images of the burning building and of the desperate efforts to save its trapped residents appalled the British public. In the years since, Grenfell has become a politically charged symbol of the costs of deregulation and of the persistent social inequality in Britain's capital.




Memorials to the people who died in the Grenfell Tower fire have lined the wooden hoardings that surround the site.




"How was it possible in 21st-century London for a reinforced concrete building, itself structurally impervious to fire, to be turned into a death trap that would enable fire to sweep through it an uncontrolled way in a matter of hours, despite what were thought to be effective regulations designed to prevent just such an event?" the authors of the report said in setting out their investigation.



"There is no simple answer," they concluded. But the inquiry found fault with virtually everyone involved in the 2015 project to refurbish Grenfell Tower, a 24-floor public housing block that was originally constructed in 1972, its Brutalist style a striking landmark near some of London's most upscale neighborhoods.



"The choice of combustible materials for the cladding of Grenfell Tower resulted from a series of errors caused by the incompetence of the organizations and individuals involved in the refurbishment," the report said.



Relatives of the victims hope the publication of the report will open the door to prosecution of those involved in the refurbishment, as well as the management and upkeep, of the building. But criminal trials are not expected to begin before 2027, a decade after the disaster.



In 2023, about 900 people settled a civil case against Kensington and Chelsea, as well as French and American companies that sold the cladding and insulation. The settlement, worth 150 million pounds, or $196 million, was mediated by David Neuberger, a former president of Britain's Supreme Court.



On Wednesday, relatives of the victims expressed satisfaction that the report had established a chain of culpability for the disaster. But some said they were still frustrated that people had not yet been brought to justice.



Joe Powell, the Labour member of Parliament for Kensington and Bayswater, said in a statement, "The government and police must now do everything in their power to bring those responsible to justice, using the full force of the law."



While much of the report focused on suppliers and contractors, it was also critical of local and national governments and regulatory agencies, which it said were well aware of the risks of combustible cladding in high-rise buildings. It said the Department for Communities and Local Government, which has since been reorganized, was dominated by a zeal for deregulation in the years leading up to the fire, disregarding the lessons of a deadly high-rise apartment fire in London in 2009.



"The government's deregulatory agenda, enthusiastically supported by some junior ministers and the secretary of state, dominated the department's thinking to such an extent that even matters affecting the safety of life were ignored, delayed or disregarded," the report said, referring to the housing secretary at the time, Eric Pickles.



The report recommended that the government consolidate the fragmented regulations governing the construction industry under a single regulator.



London's fire brigade also came in for criticism for not being adequately prepared to respond to a fast-spreading fire in a high-rise residential building. The report said firefighters were overwhelmed by the large number of calls for help, from inside and outside the building. 




Smoke billowing from Grenfell Tower as firefighters attempted to control the blaze on June 14, 2017.




Grenfell's tenant management organization was faulted for its antagonistic relationship with those who lived in the tower, some of whom it regarded as "militant troublemakers" when they raised safety concerns.



Many residents regarded the tenant organization as an "uncaring and bullying overlord that belittled and marginalized them, regarded them as a nuisance, or worse, and failed to take their concerns seriously," the report said.



Still, of all the responsible parties, the inquiry portrayed the contractors and suppliers as the prime culprits.



It said Celotex, which made the plastic foam insulation, "embarked on a dishonest scheme to mislead its customers and the wider market." Kingspan, an Irish company that supplied a small portion of the insulation, "knowingly created a false market in insulation for use" in high-rise buildings, the report said, by misrepresenting test results to reassure customers that its product was safe in buildings taller than 18 meters, or 59 feet.



The report said the project itself was dogged by cost-cutting, incompetence and a refusal to take responsibility. The landlord pushed the principal contractor, Rydon, to shave costs from its bid. The architecture firm, Studio E, favored using zinc panels, but switched to ones made with cheaper aluminum composite material because they were cheaper, failing to recognize their fire risk.



"Studio E therefore bears a very significant degree of responsibility for the disaster," the report said.



But it was not alone. The report said all the contractors and designers either disregarded regulations or shifted responsibility for meeting them.



"Everyone involved in the choice of materials to be used in the external wall thought that responsibility for their suitability and safety lay with someone else," the report concluded.
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Pope Francis began his 11-day tour of four island nations across Southeast Asia and Oceania on Tuesday, an ambitious endeavor that will bring him to faraway corners of the Roman Catholic world.



His first stop was Indonesia, a country made up of thousands of islands with the largest Muslim population in the world, as well as millions of people following other religions. There, Pope Francis talked about interfaith dialogue and coexistence, praising Indonesia for nurturing harmony between its different ethnicities, languages and religions, which he compared to the country's rich ecological biodiversity.



After Indonesia, the pope was set to travel to Papua New Guinea, a largely Christian Pacific island, East Timor and Singapore.
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Mexico's Lower House of Congress Approves President's Judicial Overhaul



The vote was the first step toward shifting the country to a system in which nearly every judge would be elected to office. The bill now moves to the Senate.




Judicial workers on strike in front of the Federal Judicial Branch building last month over President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's proposed overhaul of the country's judicial system.




By Emiliano Rodriguez Mega and Simon Romero


Sep 04, 2024


Legislators in Mexico's lower house of Congress on Wednesday morning approved a sweeping proposal to redesign the entire judiciary, the first step toward shifting the country to a system in which nearly every judge is elected to office.



The vote advances 
one of the most far-reaching judicial overhauls
 in any major democracy in recent decades, raising tensions in Mexico over whether the measures will improve the functioning of the country's courts or politicize the judiciary in favor of the ruling Morena party and its allies. In the current system, judges are appointed based on special training and qualifications.



The lower house will now have to iron out more than 600 details of the bill before it moves to the Senate, where the ruling bloc is just one seat short of a supermajority -- though the measure is expected to pass.



On Tuesday, when lawmakers met to discuss the initiative, eight of the 11 Supreme Court justices voted to suspend sessions for the rest of the week in support of striking judicial employees at the high court, who began a walkout earlier in the week -- joining the hundreds of judicial workers and federal judges across Mexico 
who went on indefinite strike last month
 over the proposed changes.



In the hope of delaying the vote, striking workers formed a human chain to block access to Mexico's lower house. But legislators switched venues to a sports complex and proceeded with the debate, which often turned into a tense exchange of accusations.



After an hourslong session that dragged on well into Wednesday morning, 359 lawmakers present voted in favor of the overhaul. Only 135 opposed it
.



The results reflected the governing Morena party's 
exceptional sway, which was achieved by landslide victories
 in a general election in June.



Members of Morena mobilized to approve the proposal at the bequest of the departing president, Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, who is in the last month of his six-year term. His successor, President-elect Claudia Sheinbaum, has fully backed the plan.




Critics say Mr. Lopez Obrador's plan would erode judicial independence. 




"We went to the streets, we went knocking on doors, we went to towns," Ricardo Monreal, Morena's leader in the lower house, said during the debate, "and we told the people that if they voted for us we would vote for the reforms of President Lopez Obrador. We did not deceive them, we did not deceive anyone."



Mr. Lopez Obrador's plan has sparked recent protests across the country and 
has even been at the center of a diplomatic spat
 with the U.S. ambassador, Ken Salazar, who called it "a major risk to the functioning of Mexico's democracy."



The government says the proposed measures -- which, among other things, would allow voters to elect nearly all of the country's more than 7,000 federal, state and local judges -- are needed to modernize the judiciary and instill trust in a system plagued by corruption, influence-peddling and nepotism.



Many critics of the plan agree that the system needs revamping. But they warn that the government's proposal would do little to rid the judiciary of its problems. Instead, they say it would erode judicial independence and allow Mr. Lopez Obrador's political movement to concentrate power.



"Let's say it loud and let's say it clear," said Patricia Flores, a lawmaker with the opposition Citizens' Movement party, during the debate on Tuesday. "More than a judicial reform, this is an act of revenge -- because the judiciary has been a counterweight to the decisions of the president."



Although a few countries do allow the election of some judges by popular vote -- including the United States, Switzerland and Japan -- experts say none of them do it in such a sweeping way as the proposed changes would.



Mexico's experiment, if approved, would shift the judiciary from an appointment system largely based on legal training and qualifications to one in which candidates with a law degree and relatively little experience could run to be elected as a judge.



"We're going to see some very bad rulings at the beginning," said Juan Jesus Garza Onofre, a constitutional law researcher at the National Autonomous University of Mexico. "There is going to be a learning curve that involves delaying processes that are already underway. They're not going to take over the reins of the court overnight." (Each of the more than 1,600 Mexican federal judges deals with, on average, 19 cases per week.)



Hamlet Garcia Almaguer, a Morena legislator, said the bill calls for the creation of committees to evaluate aspirants' skills and experience before they are allowed to run.



The bill would create a Tribunal for Judicial Discipline, also elected by popular vote, with broad powers to investigate, penalize and possibly fire or impeach judges -- not including Supreme Court justices. The tribunal's decisions would be final and not subject to appeal.



The tribunal, Mr. Garcia Almaguer said, is needed because current disciplinary mechanisms have had little effect. "There is a mantle of impunity linked to nepotism and the relationships that exist there," he said, adding that 
hundreds of judges and judicial workers have relatives
 working within the judiciary.



Critics of the overhaul, however, say that the tribunal or party leaders could put pressure on judges to deliver the rulings they want. "This would become a tool of political persecution," said Judge Juana Fuentes, a member of the federal judiciary who opposes the plan. They could tell judges, she said, "You have to rule like this because, see, if you don't, I'll remove you."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/04/world/americas/mexico-lower-congress-approve-judicial-overhaul.html
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With Hopes Frayed in Gaza Cease-Fire Talks, Mediators Plan a New Push



The latest proposals to bridge the remaining gaps between Israel and Hamas have yet to be finalized. Both Israel and Hamas have expressed pessimism over the prospects for an agreement.




Demonstrators blocking a road in Tel Aviv on Monday during a rally calling for a deal that would release hostages held in Gaza.




By Ronen Bergman, Adam Rasgon, Aaron Boxerman, Julian E. Barnes and David E. Sanger


Sep 04, 2024


International mediators are finalizing a new cease-fire proposal to narrow the gaps between Israel and Hamas, U.S. and regional officials said, even as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu insists he will not give up control of Gaza's border with Egypt -- a key stumbling point for a deal.



Qatar and Egypt have drafted a series of revisions that are being discussed with U.S. officials, according to a senior official from one of the mediating countries and two Israeli officials. David Barnea, director of the Israeli intelligence service Mossad, was in Doha, Qatar, on Monday to discuss the document, the officials said.



The U.S. officials said that they expected to complete what they termed a "final" proposal with Egyptian and Qatari negotiators on Wednesday or Thursday. But a senior American official acknowledged that previous plans had also been called final, but were then revised.



In interviews, U.S. officials described two major sticking points that for months have delayed a deal to end the fighting in the Gaza Strip and to release hostages kidnapped by Hamas and Palestinians held in Israeli prisons.



One remaining stumbling block is how many people each side would set free, and who they would be. On that question, Hamas has never come to an agreement, American officials said.



The other outstanding dispute hinges on whether, and how quickly, Israel would withdraw its troops from 
the Philadelphi corridor
, a narrow strip of Gaza along the Egyptian border. Israel initially agreed to a phased withdrawal plan, officials say, only to see Mr. Netanyahu upend that deal last week.



All of the officials spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive negotiations over proposals that have yet to be finalized. Israeli officials and Hamas leaders have 
expressed pessimism
 about the prospects for an agreement, despite rising public fury in Israel over the failure to bring home the remaining hostages held in Gaza.



Even as negotiators have traded ideas to break the deadlock between Israel and Hamas, Mr. Netanyahu gave a fiery speech on Monday, defying critics who have blamed him for not doing enough to reach a deal. He was similarly adamant on Wednesday in a news conference for English-language news outlets.



Mr. Netanyahu repeated 
his longstanding demand
 that Israel must retain control of the Philadelphi Corridor, to prevent Hamas from rearming through cross-border smuggling. "People said, 'If you stay, this will kill the deal.' And I say, 'Such a deal will kill us,'" he said on Wednesday.



Hamas has insisted on a complete Israeli withdrawal from Gaza, and Egypt has objected strenuously to an Israeli military presence in the corridor. "Without withdrawing from the Philadelphi Corridor, there will be no agreement," Khalil al-Hayya, Hamas's lead negotiator, told the Pan-Arab broadcaster Al Jazeera this week.




The Philadelphi Corridor in the southern Gaza Strip in January. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel has repeated his longstanding demand that his country must retain control of the border area there.




Mr. Netanyahu has sent mixed messages over whether he has called for Israeli troops to remain on Gaza's border with Egypt solely during the six-week first phase of a truce or as part of a permanent cease-fire.



He told reporters on Wednesday that the corridor must be controlled by an outside force, over the long haul, to prevent weapons smuggling. He said that could be someone other than the Israeli military -- in theory, at least -- but that in reality he doubted anyone else would do the job.



"Bring anyone who will actually show us -- not on paper, not in words, not in a slide, but on the ground, day after day, week after week, month after month -- that they can actually prevent the recurrence of what happened there before," Mr. Netanyahu said. "We're open to considering it. But I don't see that happening right now. And until that happens, we're there."



Another Israeli official, and multiple American officials, painted a somewhat different picture of Israel's stance, saying the government understood that it would have to withdraw in the event that the deal moved forward to its second and third phases.



Shock and fury engulfed Israel this week after soldiers found the bodies of 
six Israeli hostages
, all of whom were recently shot dead by Hamas, according to Israeli officials. Hamas issued contradictory statements in response, but at least one by its military wing in Gaza strongly implied that the hostages were executed after their captors understood Israeli troops were nearby.



Many Israelis blamed Mr. Netanyahu for the failure to bring the hostages back alive, accusing him of prolonging the war to appease his far-right coalition allies, rather than striking a deal to free the captives. Hundreds of thousands of Israelis 
took to the streets in mass protests
 demanding an agreement with Hamas or participated in 
an hourslong general strike
.



But both actions ultimately fizzled, revealing a country deeply divided over the price it should pay for bringing home more than 60 hostages believed to be alive and the bodies of roughly 35 others still in Gaza.



Hamas has been releasing videos of the dead hostages
, made when they were living captives -- a practice that Israeli officials have labeled "psychological terrorism." On Tuesday night, the group released footage of Ori Danino, 25.



On Wednesday, it released a video showing Carmel Gat, 40, and Alexander Lobanov, 32. Mr. Lobanov, like Mr. Danino, was abducted from the site of a music festival during the Hamas-led attack on Israel on Oct. 7. Ms. Gat was kidnapped in Be'eri, a kibbutz.



Rights groups and international law experts say that a hostage video is, by definition, made under duress, and that the statements in it are usually coerced. The footage appears to have been edited, and it is not clear when it was recorded.



For months, mediators from Egypt, Qatar and the United States have 
sought to broker a truce
 between Hamas and Israel. Two rounds of high-level negotiations last month in Cairo and in Doha ended without a breakthrough.



Both sides have signed off on the deal's broader strokes but are still wrangling over many key details. It would begin with a six-week cease-fire during which Palestinian prisoners would be swapped for some of the hostages. During that first stage, Israel and Hamas would negotiate an end to the war, the withdrawal of Israeli forces and the release of the remaining hostages.



In late July, Mr. Netanyahu ordered his negotiating team to 
toughen Israel's position
 on key points of contention, including the Philadelphi Corridor. An Arab official said that Mr. Netanyahu's insistence on maintaining Israeli control of the corridor posed the main obstacle to an agreement.




Mass protests erupted in Israel this week after the bodies of six Israeli hostages were found in Gaza.




On Monday, President Biden 
issued a one-word rebuke
 of Mr. Netanyahu's unwillingness to yield on the conditions for a cease-fire. Questioned about whether the Israeli prime minister was doing enough to get back the hostages, Mr. Biden said simply, "No."



Asked about Mr. Biden's remarks, Mr. Netanyahu cited multiple occasions when Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken had praised Israel's conduct in the talks. After meeting with Mr. Netanyahu in mid-August, Mr. Blinken sought to place the onus on Hamas for not moving ahead with the deal.



But several American officials said they believed Mr. Netanyahu was being disingenuous, seeking to run out the clock until the American election. If former President Donald J. Trump is elected, Mr. Netanyahu will be unlikely to come under much pressure from Washington to make concessions, they speculated.



Hamas officials have refused to take a direct part in the recent rounds of talks, arguing that neither Israel nor the United States was serious about reaching an accord acceptable to the militant group. But they have continued to communicate with Qatari and Egyptian mediators.



Osama Hamdan, a senior Hamas official, called any new American proposal an attempt to defuse public anger over the failure to reach an agreement.



"Further negotiations aren't necessary," Mr. Hamdan said in a televised interview with Al Jazeera on Tuesday night, saying that Mr. Netanyahu needed to be compelled to adhere to a previous cease-fire offer.



"That is the solution -- not more negotiating without any horizon," Mr. Hamdan added.



Israel and Egypt imposed a crushing blockade on the Gaza Strip when Hamas took full control of the territory in 2007
 
-- dealing a heavy blow to the enclave's economy -- in the hopes of weakening the group. Israel levied tight restrictions on the movement of goods and people by land and barricaded Gaza by sea.



Egypt says it has cracked down on the cross-border tunnels and the smuggling of weapons from its side. But Hamas has still managed to bring in large quantities of arms from Egypt, according to Israeli officials.



As Israeli troops swept along the Philadelphi Corridor in May, they set about destroying Hamas's tunnel network there. Israeli forces also 
captured the Rafah crossing
 to Egypt, which officials argued was similarly used to bring in munitions.



Patrick Kingsley
 contributed reporting.
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Gazans Grapple With Prospect of Israeli Presence Postwar



Some say they will reluctantly stomach a postwar Israeli military presence in the territory if that allows them to go home. Others worry about another long-term occupation.




Khan Younis, in southern Gaza, in August. Amid cease-fire efforts, Gazans said in interviews that they were mainly concerned about getting home safely after multiple displacements and bombardments.




By Bilal Shbair, Hiba Yazbek and Abu Bakr Bashir


Sep 04, 2024


Cease-fire talks in Gaza have stalled again, in part over Israel's demand to retain a military presence in the territory, which Hamas and Egypt oppose. But the view among some Gazans on that point is less clear-cut.



Their lives have been devastated after 
almost a year of war
 and they say they find the idea of Israeli soldiers staying on -- and of the checkpoints becoming permanent -- disturbing. But if that helps bring an end to the war, it is a price they are willing to pay. Other Gazans expressed serious misgivings about allowing an Israeli military presence in Gaza, and some opposed it outright.



"Of course I do not accept the presence of checkpoints on our return to the north," said Mohammad Qadoura, 40, who was displaced from his home in Gaza City. "But if this would lead to the end of the war, I would reluctantly agree."



Abdul Aziz Said, 33, a social worker from central Gaza, said that if an Israeli presence in the territory was "what it takes to end this war, I would totally agree." He added, "I want this war to come to an end now and at any cost."



Israel has said that the 
presence of its soldiers in Gaza
 after a permanent cease-fire is necessary to prevent Hamas from regrouping and weapons from being smuggled across the territory. In particular, Israel wants some Israeli troops to patrol part of the Egypt-Gaza border because it believes Egypt has not done enough to prevent Hamas from smuggling arms. And Israel believes that having Israeli troops within Gaza would aim to prevent Hamas fighters from going back en masse to regroup in the northern part of the enclave.



The latest 
high-level effort to reach a cease-fire
 agreement in Gaza ended on Aug. 25, with Israel and Hamas, the group that governs the enclave, remaining far apart on several critical issues. One of those, according to an American official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive negotiations, is whether Israeli forces will remain on the Gaza side of the border with Egypt, and if so, how many.



This has emerged as a 
crucial issue
. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel considers an Israeli military presence in the area, which Israel calls the 
Philadelphi Corridor
 and Egypt calls Salah Al Din, vital to preventing Hamas from rearming after the war or rebuilding tunnels to Egypt.




United Nations vehicles driving along a border strip between Gaza and Egypt in January. Control of the area, known as the Philadelphi Corridor, has been a key issue in cease-fire negotiations.




Hamas rejects a continued Israeli presence in the area and is demanding a complete Israeli withdrawal from Gaza. Egypt says that keeping Israeli troops in the Philadelphi Corridor would raise national security concerns and be unacceptable to the Egyptian public.



Additionally, Israeli forces have built a security road, which they call the Netzarim corridor, that cuts across Gaza from east to west. Israeli officials have said that they want troops to keep patrolling that road, through which Palestinians must travel between the north and south of Gaza. While the negotiators haggle over the terms of a cease-fire, nine Gazans said in interviews with The New York Times in recent days that they were mainly concerned about getting home safely after multiple displacements and months of relentless bombardment.



Israel operates a number of checkpoints across Gaza that are often mobile and temporary. Many Gazans say they fear that the checkpoints will become permanent or expand if a cease-fire deal is reached that includes the Israeli demands.



Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians have fled their homes after 
repeated Israeli evacuation orders
 and moved from the north to the south since the war began. For many, returning home could mean confronting Israeli troops and passing through the Netzarim corridor, where they could be subjected to searches, interrogations and arrest.



Even though growing numbers of Gazans appear to 
fault Hamas
 for its role in starting the war and helping to bring death and destruction upon them, they blame Israel first and foremost.



Mohamed al-Sek, 44, a teacher and father of four from Gaza City who was displaced to central Gaza, said that he was not concerned about passing through Israeli checkpoints or being searched.



He said that only those affiliated with Hamas should be worried. "My priority is to return to my home in Gaza City and restore my old life," Mr. al-Sek said.




A tent camp in Khan Younis in August. Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians have fled their homes since the war began in October.




But Salah Gharbia, 57, who crossed a checkpoint across the Netzarim corridor while evacuating to central Gaza from Gaza City with his seven daughters without too much trouble a few months ago, said he was worried that other families with young sons could have a more difficult time at checkpoints "even if they are not Hamas."



The continued presence of Israeli checkpoints in Gaza would just create "more obstacles and suffocating procedures for Palestinians," he said.



But not all Gazans were able to stomach the idea of Israel's presence after the war ends.



"Arrests and oppression will continue," Faten Alyan, 40, a housewife from northern Gaza, said of having Israeli troops and checkpoints in Gaza after the war. "The brutality of the occupation will confront us in a humiliating way."



Nedaa Adel, 27, a therapist from Gaza City who was displaced to central Gaza, said she worried that Israeli troops could arrest her husband at checkpoints because she said he worked for the Hamas government but was not a militant.



"I want this war to end now, but not with this condition," Ms. Adel said.



Najlaa al-Ghalayiny, 44, a social activist from Gaza City who now lives in a tent in 
an area Israel has designated a humanitarian zone
 after multiple displacements, said it would be difficult for Palestinians to accept the regular sight of Israeli soldiers near their homes.



A prolonged Israeli presence in Gaza "might be the first step of reoccupying" it, she added, referring to the years before Israel 
withdrew its decades-long military presence
 on the ground from Gaza in 2005.




Israeli soldiers and vehicles in Israel near the border with Gaza. Israel says its presence in Gaza after a permanent cease-fire would be necessary, and some Gazans worry about how that might affect life.




Fadel al-Tatar, 47, said he believed that Israel wanted to "place its authority on Gaza," in a similar way to what it had done in the occupied West Bank, where Israeli checkpoints and settlements 
are widespread
.



"I am afraid of having more checkpoints in the future that will divide the Gaza Strip into pieces," he added.



Still, Mr. al-Tatar said that if a cease-fire deal was reached, he would go back to his home in the north "without caring about the procedures the army can place."



He said that many others would also do the same, "leaving behind their makeshift tents and painful memories."



Ameera Harouda
 contributed reporting from Doha, Qatar.
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Ukraine Names Candidates for Its New Cabinet in Major Overhaul



President Volodymyr Zelensky said that he was acting to bring a "new energy" to state institutions at an important diplomatic juncture.




President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, seen here in Kyiv on Wednesday, is shaking up the senior ranks of his government.




By Marc Santora and Maria Varenikova


Sep 04, 2024


President Volodymyr Zelensky pushed ahead with his sweeping overhaul of the senior government ranks as the head of Ukraine's ruling party released a slate of nine candidates for top cabinet positions Wednesday evening.



If Parliament approves the new candidates, which is expected, Ukraine's foreign minister, Dmytro Kuleba, who resigned earlier Wednesday, will be replaced by Andrii Sybiha, the first deputy foreign minister, according to the party head, David Arakhamia.



The political upheaval came after a series of blistering Russian missile attacks and battlefield gains in recent weeks and before a vital trip by Mr. Zelensky to Washington, where he plans to reveal a "victory plan" for the war.



Mr. Zelensky said Wednesday that he was acting to bring a "new energy" to state institutions, hours after rescue workers pulled bodies from the wreckage of an overnight missile attack that killed seven people in the historic city center of Lviv, near the Polish border.



In one heart-wrenching scene, Yaroslav Bazylevych stood on the ancient cobblestone streets, covered in dust and blood, being stitched up by paramedics as rescue workers pulled the lifeless bodies of his wife and three daughters from the ruins.



"I don't know what words to use to support the father," the mayor of Lviv, Andriy Sadovyi, said in a statement.




Yaroslav Bazylevych, right, ran after rescuers and police officers as they carried his daughter's body after a missile attack in Lviv, Ukraine, on Wednesday.




More than a half dozen senior officials were asked to tender their resignations to the country's Parliament this week, though many had been expected to remain in the administration with new portfolios.



Among the more notable changes, Alexander Kamyshin, the charismatic minister for domestic arms production, is slated to join the Presidential Office, where he "will continue to deal with weapons and infrastructure issues," Mr. Arakhamia said.



Olha Stefanishyna, formerly Ukraine's deputy prime minister for European and Euro-Atlantic integration, was expected to lead the Justice Ministry, a strong signal about the government's commitment to battling corruption, analysts said.



But analysts also said the reshuffling did not appear to signal fundamental shifts in domestic or foreign policy.



While the changes had been under consideration since February, said Mykhailo Minakov, a senior adviser on Ukraine for the Wilson Center's Kennan Institute, Mr. Zelensky acted now because "Ukraine has to prepare for a new phase of the war and a new phase of diplomacy."



Mr. Zelensky himself did not offer any explanation for the activity, beyond saying that he expected that "certain areas of our foreign and domestic policies will have a slightly different emphasis."



The Ukrainian leader said Russian strikes on civilian infrastructure, including a campaign to disable the country's energy grid, underscored the need for "more interaction between the central authorities and the communities" in preparation for what promises to be a grueling winter.



"Autumn will be extremely important for Ukraine," Mr. Zelensky said in an address to the nation before the overhaul on Tuesday night. "Our state institutions must be set up in such a way that Ukraine will achieve all the results we need -- for all of us."



At the top of Mr. Zelensky's priorities is American support for what he has described as his nation's plan for victory.



Mr. Zelensky said last week that he planned to share the plan with President Biden when he travels to the United States at the end of the month. He said he would also pass the plan along to the presidential candidates, Vice President Kamala Harris and Donald J. Trump.



Given the intricacies of the current diplomatic moment, the decision to replace the foreign minister, Mr. Kuleba, surprised many analysts. He has played a central role in two major goals regarding the United States: pressing the Biden administration to lift restrictions on the use of western weapons to hit deep inside Russia, and ensuring that Ukraine does not alienate either candidate for U.S. president.




Dmytro Kuleba, seen here meeting with Antony J. Blinken, the U.S. secretary of state, in Washington in July, resigned as the Ukrainian foreign minister on Wednesday.




Some critics condemned the changes in the government as rash and ill-advised during a difficult moment in the war and as the continuation of a trend to concentrate power in Mr. Zelensky's hands, especially if he installs loyalists reluctant to challenge him or the powerful head of the president's office, Andriy Yermak.



The shake-up could bring "an increase of Yermak's influence," said Yevhan Mahda, a Ukrainian political analyst, who added that increased authority in the president's office could come at the expense of the Parliament and cabinet ministers.



Ivanna Klympush-Tsintsadze, the head of a parliamentary committee on integrating Ukraine into the European Union, said that key government positions had remained vacant for months, and she warned that the moves this week undermined checks and balances within the government.



"The society, which has no time for this now, is being thrown random people into key government positions, accustomed to the absence of people in these positions, to the absence of subjectivity of both the legislative and executive branches, strategy and legality," she said.



Mr. Minakov of the Wilson Center said he spoke to several lawmakers on Wednesday morning who had no knowledge of the reshuffling until they read about it in the news. That underscored the diminished role Parliament has played since the outbreak of the full-scale war.



"By law, the cabinet and Parliament are as important as the president, but in practice we see all the decisions are made by the president's office," Mr. Minakov said.



But others were more charitable. "This is Zelensky's style of work," said Volodymyr Fesenko, a Ukrainian political analyst. "When he sees stagnation in the work, he changes people," he added. "He thinks that new people will be more motivated and will bring new ideas."
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Plea Deal Resolves Remaining Charges in Killings of Albuquerque Muslim Men



The defendant, Muhammad Syed, pleaded no contest to two murder charges. But his motive remains unknown.




The killings left Albuquerque's Muslim community in fear. The Police Department increased its presence around places where Muslim residents, numbering no more than 10,000 in a city of over half a million at that time, tended to gather.




By Kate Selig


Sep 03, 2024


The prosecution of a New Mexico man charged in a string of killings that shook Albuquerque's Muslim community moved toward a conclusion on Tuesday, even as questions about his motive appeared likely to remain unanswered.



Accused of murdering three men in 2022, the man, Muhammad Syed, was convicted of first-degree murder earlier this year in one of the killings, and on Tuesday morning in an Albuquerque courtroom, he pleaded no contest to second-degree murder charges in the other two deaths.



The three victims were all Muslims, and initially, the killings were feared to be anti-Muslim. But Mr. Syed is also Muslim, and his arrest led to speculation that the killings might have been 
connected
 to a sectarian dispute between Sunni and Shiite Muslims.



Neither his trial earlier this year nor the plea agreement on Tuesday has shed light on what the motive was. By pleading no contest, Mr. Syed chose to forgo another trial, while neither admitting nor denying guilt.



The first-degree murder conviction carries a mandatory sentence of life in prison with the possibility of parole after 30 years. The plea agreement on Tuesday will not add to his prison term because the sentences for the second-degree murder convictions will run concurrently with the first sentence.



Sam Bregman, the district attorney of Bernalillo County, for which Albuquerque is the county seat, said, "I'm confident he will never walk out of prison."



The killings, which claimed the lives of three Muslim men over the span of 10 days in the summer of 2022, left Albuquerque's Muslim community in 
fear
. In the days that followed, some 
fled
 the city, while others left their night-shift jobs and stayed indoors. The Police Department also increased its presence around places where Muslim residents, numbering no more than 10,000 in a city of over half a million at that time, tended to gather.



Mr. Syed, who had emigrated from Afghanistan in 2016 and made a living as a truck driver, was arrested in August 2022. Before the killings, he had been 
charged
 in a series of assaults against his wife, his son and his daughter's boyfriend. But prosecutors dismissed the charges, saying the victims did not want to pursue the charges.




Muhammed Syed with his lawyer, Thomas Clark, in court in March.




In March, Mr. Syed was 
found guilty
 of murdering one of the three men, Aftab Hussein, a 41-year-old Afghan who worked at a well-known Albuquerque cafe. During the trial, prosecutors did not present a motive, and Mr. Syed declined to testify. The jury reached a guilty verdict in less than two hours.



Mr. Syed was set to go on trial last week in the death of Muhammad Afzaal Hussain. But the proceedings were canceled as lawyers for the state and Mr. Syed began negotiating a plea.



The agreement resolves the charges against Mr. Syed in the deaths of Mr. Hussain, a 27-year-old city planner who had served as the president of the University of New Mexico's graduate student association, and Naeem Hussain, a 25-year-old who had recently started his own trucking business after becoming a U.S. citizen just weeks before his death.



Months before the 2022 killings, another Muslim man was killed in Albuquerque. The police 
considered
 Mr. Syed the prime suspect in that killing as well, but no one has been charged in that man's death. .



Megan Mitsunaga, a lawyer for Mr. Syed, described the outcome of the prosecution as a "reasonable compromise" to avoid the additional trials.



"He's at peace with it," she said of her client.



The sentencing is expected to be held within the next month or two, and the victims' families will have the opportunity to address the court at that time.
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Justice Jackson Treads Carefully in Talking About the Supreme Court



By contrast, the first Black woman on the Supreme Court was more forthcoming in her memoir about her upbringing in Miami, Matt Damon and her rise to the court.




Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson's memoir echoes her careful choice of how and when to use her platform as one of the most prominent, powerful Black women in the country.




By Abbie VanSickle


Sep 03, 2024


As soon as Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson was permitted to speak out publicly under Supreme Court tradition, she delivered the keynote address from the pulpit of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala. It was September 2023, the 60th anniversary of the Ku Klux Klan bombing that killed four young Black girls as they arrived for Sunday morning services.



"I was a little Black girl at one point," Justice Jackson said in an interview on Tuesday. "And I just really felt very strongly that I should be a part of that event and use whatever platform I have to bring attention to it and to the court."



This week, Justice Jackson is speaking out again with the publication of her new book, "Lovely One," which traces her childhood from Miami to Harvard -- where she performed as a scene partner in drama class with Matt Damon -- and ultimately to the Supreme Court. She began writing the memoir, for which she received a $3 million book deal, almost immediately after joining the Supreme Court two years ago.



"I wanted to take a moment before launching into that journey, this new chapter of my life, I wanted to look back," she said in an interview. Seated at the far end of a conference table in the offices of Random House, her publisher, the justice, in cat-eye glasses and a teal blazer, described the process of publishing the book as "being shot out of a cannon."



Justice Jackson was far less forthcoming about the current court, where she and the justices have come under historic scrutiny after 
the leaked draft
 of its decision to overturn the constitutional right to abortion. Revelations about the failure of some of the justices -- 
most notably Justice Clarence Thomas
 -- to disclose luxury gifts and travel from wealthy benefactors only intensified the attention.



For a justice who seemed to 
find her footing
 on the bench immediately, peppering lawyers with questions and writing sharp dissents, she was circumspect in addressing the existing pressures facing the court.



After the revelations about Justice Thomas and others, the court 
announced an ethics code
 last fall, the first in its history. But Justice Jackson would say only that it was a "very interesting moment to be on the court," acknowledging that discussions about whether to strengthen the ethics code were "ongoing."



She added that she did not have permission to disclose any proposals under deliberation, including whether the justices were considering 
an idea recently floated by Justice Elena Kagan
 for a panel of experienced judges who could review allegations of wrongdoing.



Justice Jackson did not directly address her views on the Supreme Court's plunge in general approval with the public, other than to say that she views public outreach of the court's work and mission as part of her duties.



"It is incumbent upon us as justices, to educate, to educate, to help people understand what it is that we do what the law does, what the court does, and so I like talking to students and people, and I see that very much as a part of my role as well," she said.



Shortly before the interview, her publicist outlined the parameters of the conversation, noting that Justice Jackson "will not be able to discuss past or present Supreme Court cases, the upcoming presidential election or any other political or electoral matters."



Justice Jackson was nonetheless warm and gracious. Her husband, Dr. Patrick Jackson, a fellow Harvard classmate and surgeon with whom she has two daughters, greeted a reporter, along with two publicists and a few others.



Her memoir focuses on the couple's struggles, and joys, in raising the girls. She described juggling their demanding careers, sneaking naps in a Safeway parking lot while pregnant with her second daughter, and their frustrations to find a supportive school for one of their daughters who has mild autism spectrum disorder.



In about a month, the Supreme Court will begin its next term, with cases about 
medical care for transgender youth
, 
ghost guns
 and a challenge to a Texas law that seeks to 
limit minors' access to pornography on the internet
. Justice Jackson and her colleagues will do their work as the presidential election -- and any litigation around it -- looms.



But later on Tuesday evening, the line stretched for blocks along Frederick Douglass Boulevard as people crowded into the famed Apollo Theater in Harlem for the start of the justice's multicity book tour.



"We're just so proud of her," said Sharon McGahee, a retired lawyer who had worked on employment and labor issues, standing with a group of other female lawyers, who nodded in agreement.



Onstage, Justice Jackson was interviewed by the TV host Gayle King, whose slip-up in introducing Justice Jackson as "chief justice" elicited loud cheers from the crowd.



Ms. King homed in on the justice's love of performance and theater, with the two bursting into a rendition of a "Schoolhouse Rock!" song.



The theater is not far from the Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem, where Justice Jackson once interned. She described how her time working in the neighborhood showed her the inequities of the criminal justice system, including harsh plea bargaining and excessive bail.



But she largely steered away from discussions of the court.



When Justice Jackson said the court was "a very challenging institution in a lot of ways," she ducked further questions, including Ms. King's gentle prodding that she give the initials of justices she found particularly challenging.



After she described being "close with several of the justices," she declined to identify those justices, either.



Justice Jackson's husband was seated a few rows back, cheering and clapping vigorously for her and patiently taking selfies with audience members.



Near the end of the conversation, Justice Jackson read a letter that her daughter had written to President Obama when Justice Antonin Scalia died in 2016, pitching her mother as a potential replacement. She "is determined, honest and never breaks a promise to anyone, even if there are other things she'd rather do," her daughter wrote.
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House Republican Subpoenas Blinken Over Afghanistan Withdrawal



The chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee summoned the secretary of state for testimony just days before an expected report on the U.S. exit, in which 13 American service members were killed.




A spokesman said Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken would not be available on the requested date and criticized the panel's refusal to accept what he called "reasonable alternatives." 




By Karoun Demirjian


Sep 04, 2024


The Republican chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee on Tuesday issued a subpoena for Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken's testimony, threatening to hold him in contempt if he failed to address the panel later this month about the chaotic U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan.



In his letter subpoenaing Mr. Blinken, the chairman, Representative Michael McCaul of Texas, wrote that receiving the testimony was important for committee members as they prepared "potential legislation aimed at helping prevent the catastrophic mistakes of the withdrawal," after the expected release of an investigative report into the subject next week.



"You served as the final decision maker for the department on the withdrawal and evacuation," Mr. McCaul wrote in the letter, demanding that Mr. Blinken appear before the panel on Sept. 19 to speak about his role, and complaining that he had missed previous deadlines to comply.



In a statement, Matthew Miller, the State Department spokesman, said Mr. Blinken would not be available on that date and criticized the committee's refusal to accept what he called "reasonable alternatives to comply with Chairman McCaul's request for a public hearing."



"It is disappointing that instead of continuing to engage with the department in good faith, the committee instead has issued yet another unnecessary subpoena," Mr. Miller wrote, noting that Mr. Blinken had testified before Congress 14 times, including four appearances before Mr. McCaul's panel.



The summons comes amid fresh political squabbling over the chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021 as the presidential race enters its final weeks. Democrats denounced former President Donald J. Trump for 
shooting video for his campaign
 last week at Arlington National Cemetery, where he appeared for a wreath-laying ceremony to honor service members killed during the evacuation. Mr. Trump has stepped up his attacks on President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee, maintaining that they mismanaged the U.S. exit from Afghanistan and blaming them personally for failing to prevent the 
deaths of 13 Americans at Abbey Gate
, outside the Kabul airport.



Mr. McCaul's report, the culmination of nearly three years of investigative work, is expected to lay similar blame at the feet of Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris.



"It will serve as an indictment on the administration's reckless refusal to properly prepare for the withdrawal," Mr. McCaul said in a statement last week announcing the release of the report. "President Biden and Vice President Harris can no longer sweep their unmitigated disaster of epic proportions that they created under the rug."



In a statement last week, Representative Gregory W. Meeks of New York, the highest-ranking Democrat on the Foreign Affairs Committee, dismissed Mr. McCaul's threats to subpoena Mr. Blinken as "political stunts that show the Republican Party's desperation to score headlines during an election season."



Tuesday's subpoena is the third that Mr. McCaul has issued to Mr. Blinken in conjunction with the panel's Afghanistan investigation. The previous two sought documents related to the inquiry.
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Trump's Federal Election Case to Go Back Before a No-Nonsense Judge



If her record is any guide, Judge Tanya Chutkan will try to keep pretrial proceedings moving along after a lengthy hiatus and the Supreme Court's decision granting former presidents broad immunity.




Judge Tanya S. Chutkan is set to preside over a hearing on Thursday in Federal District Court in Washington where she is likely to explain how she intends to approach the task of figuring out which parts of former President Donald J. Trump's indictment will have to be tossed out and which can survive and go to trial.




By Alan Feuer


Sep 04, 2024


Judge Tanya S. Chutkan wasted no time last month when the biggest case of her career -- the indictment of former President Donald J. Trump on election interference charges -- was handed back to her.



After watching from the sidelines for nearly eight months as Mr. Trump's lawyers fought their way up to the Supreme Court with what turned out to be a largely successful argument that he had broad immunity from prosecution on charges arising from his official acts as president, Judge Chutkan moved quickly to get pretrial proceedings moving again.



Within 24 hours of getting the matter back, 
she laid out a schedule
 for discussing the impact of the court's immunity ruling on the case. Working on a Saturday in August, she also found time to tidy up her desk and deny two separate motions by Mr. Trump's lawyers that the appellate process had forbidden her to touch for nearly a year.



On Thursday, Judge Chutkan is set to preside over a hearing in Federal District Court in Washington where she is likely to explain how she intends to approach the task of figuring out which parts of Mr. Trump's indictment will have to be tossed out under the immunity ruling and which can survive and go to trial.



Her ultimate decision will not only shape the future of the case, but will also serve as a test of the no-nonsense style that she has brought to bear on it since the day it was assigned to her last August.



Before Mr. Trump's immunity appeals put the case in limbo, Judge Chutkan, who was appointed to the bench by President Barack Obama, oversaw it with a stern hand and an expeditious manner. She often worked through the weekends and evinced little patience for the persistent strategy by Mr. Trump and his legal team of seeking to delay the case at every turn.



Not long after the indictment was returned, she set the tone for how she planned to handle the matter by telling Mr. Trump that when he was in her courtroom, she planned to look on him as a criminal defendant, not a former president. As for the fact that he was running for office again, that, she said somewhat dismissively, was his "day job."



In all of this, she distinguished herself from a colleague in Florida, Judge Aileen M. Cannon, who recently 
threw out Mr. Trump's other federal case
 -- in which he stood accused of mishandling classified documents -- on the grounds that Jack Smith, the special counsel who filed both prosecutions, had been improperly appointed to his job.



The ruling by Judge Cannon, who was appointed by Mr. Trump, flew in the face of both a quarter-century of Justice Department practice and previous court decisions reaching back to the Watergate scandal of the early 1970s. It also capped 
a series of unusual rulings and procedural moves
 that were so outside the norm that many legal experts called for Mr. Smith to seek her removal.



The fate of the federal election case, in which Mr. Trump is charged with plotting to overturn the results of the 2020 election, rests in part on decisions that will be made outside of Judge Chutkan's courtroom.



If voters return Mr. Trump to office, he is all but certain to direct his Justice Department to kill the case or at least delay it until the end of his term. And even if he loses in November, the case will face further legal hurdles, including likely further review by the Supreme Court of any decisions made by Judge Chutkan about how much of the indictment can survive the immunity ruling.



The hearing on Thursday will be largely procedural in nature. Mr. Trump is not expected to attend, and will leave it to his lawyers to formally enter a plea of not guilty to 
a revised version of the indictment
 that Mr. Smith filed last week to address the Supreme Court's immunity ruling, according to a court filing on Tuesday.



Judge Chutkan is expected to consider -- and may hand down a ruling on -- the 
dueling proposals filed last week by the defense and prosecution
 about how they would like to address the question of applying the immunity decision to the charges accusing Mr. Trump of plotting to overturn the 2020 election.



Mr. Smith's deputies, in their proposal, said they believed that the Supreme Court's ruling simply "does not apply" to the charges in the case, which they 
recently retooled
 to home in, as they put it, on Mr. Trump's "private electioneering activity," not on his official acts as president.



The prosecutors told Judge Chutkan that they were ready to get to work whenever she was, saying they could send her court papers explaining their position "promptly at any time the court deems appropriate."



Mr. Trump's lawyers had a very different view on how to proceed, saying that even the newly fashioned charges could not survive the ruling on immunity. Moreover, they informed Judge Chutkan that they planned to attack the case on legal fronts that go well beyond the issue of immunity, suggesting a schedule for additional briefings and hearings that reach into the fall of next year.



How Judge Chutkan handles these competing plans will determine how long it could take to have a trial-ready indictment in place and how much new evidence about Mr. Trump's plots to stay in power could be revealed by the process of designing one.



Mr. Smith's team has suggested, for example, that it would like to include in its filing at least some evidence that was not in the indictment. But Judge Chutkan may have something to say about whether that evidence should be made public or whether it is submitted under seal.



Mr. Trump's lawyers are likely to raise different concerns and can be expected to ask Judge Chutkan for permission to file a new motion to dismiss the case even before the two sides open the debate about how the Supreme Court's immunity decision will affect it.



The lawyers have already said they would like to push back any detailed discussion of immunity until at least December, well after the election. They have also said they would like to file a motion attacking Mr. Smith's appointment, similar to the one that led to the dismissal of the classified documents case.



While it remains unclear how Judge Chutkan will decide these issues, if her previous appearances on the bench in the election case are any measure, she is unlikely to look favorably on efforts to unnecessarily complicate or delay it.



The last time she oversaw a hearing in the matter was in October of last year, when she imposed a gag order on Mr. Trump, barring him from attacking some witnesses, court staff and prosecutors involved in the proceeding.



At that hearing, she kept things moving forward, brooked no nonsense from Mr. Trump's lawyers and treated the former president like any other criminal defendant.



At one point, John Lauro, a lawyer for Mr. Trump, objected to her that the trial date she had picked -- then set for early March -- was only a day before Mr. Trump was to compete in the Republican primary elections on Super Tuesday.



Judge Chutkan was not interested in Mr. Lauro's complaints.



"This trial will not yield to the election cycle," she told him, "and we're not revisiting the trial date."
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Trump Buried the Hatchet With Brian Kemp. Will He Dig It Up Again?



Donald Trump needs to win Georgia. That probably means he needs to keep a fragile peace with its popular Republican governor, even as election denialism again courses through the state.




Gov. Brian Kemp of Georgia drew attacks from former President Donald J. Trump after refusing to help him overturn the 2020 election results in his state.




By Maya King


Sep 04, 2024


Former President Donald J. Trump has reached an uneasy truce with Gov. Brian Kemp of Georgia, setting aside a yearslong grudge over his Republican counterpart's refusal to help him overturn the state's 2020 election results.



The question for Republicans, as Georgia looks increasingly crucial to the party's chances of retaking the White House, is how long the volatile Mr. Trump will let it last.



So far, the main signs of their reconciliation have been a few kind words. Weeks after the former president 
ripped into Mr. Kemp
 at an Atlanta rally last month -- accusing him of wanting Mr. Trump "to lose" and of leading a state that had "gone to hell" before insulting his wife -- he gratefully accepted the governor's endorsement. Mr. Trump, who had been urged by his advisers to reconcile, thanked Mr. Kemp on social media for "all of your support and help." The governor has said in interviews and at fund-raisers that he stands behind Mr. Trump.



Their arranged political marriage is born of necessity for the former president: The governor was re-elected by more than 
seven percentage points
 in 2022, and he enjoys 
notably high approval ratings
 despite Georgia's polarized political environment, remaining popular among both right-wing and moderate Republicans.



That alone could make Mr. Kemp a powerful ally for Mr. Trump. What's more, the governor has an influential political machine in the state, whose canvassers are out knocking doors for State House candidates in metro Atlanta. At a time when Mr. Trump's ground game is far inferior to Vice President Kamala Harris's in the battleground state, Mr. Kemp could put that machinery to use for the former president.



But as Peach State Republicans try to clean up the fallout of Mr. Trump's vendetta against Mr. Kemp, they are also counting on a tenuous level of self-control from the former president, who keeps questioning the legitimacy of the last election as he campaigns in the current one.



Election-denial claims and conspiracy theories are again spreading rampantly in Georgia, and 
conflicts are stewing over the state's Republican-controlled election board
. Mr. Kemp's steadfast defense of Georgia's 2020 results, and of the integrity of its current election system, raises the question of whether the former president will be able to resist further clashes.



"It's in President Trump's best interest to have Governor Kemp on his team and his organization mobilized," said Eric Tanenblatt, a Republican strategist and donor who supported former Gov. Nikki Haley of South Carolina during the Republican presidential primary race. "I think we're there now, but it's sort of fragile at the moment."



Advisers to Mr. Trump brokered the detente shortly after his Atlanta rally, insisting to Mr. Kemp that they could help eliminate tensions between the two leaders. Their efforts laid the foundation for both men to present a united front.



Mr. Kemp has long argued that Republicans' success in November will boil down to an old-fashioned ground game: knocking doors, waving signs and talking to voters in the state's conservative exurbs and deep-red rural regions. But the mix of Republican turnout efforts in the state has made for a disjointed exercise in which party leaders, the Trump campaign and conservative activists are all working on their own to get voters to the polls.




Mr. Trump endorsed Mr. Kemp during his successful campaign for governor in 2018. Mr. Kemp has strong approval ratings, remaining popular among right-wing and moderate Republicans. 




Mr. Kemp's state leadership committee, Georgians First, is spending nearly $2 million on a paid canvassing operation that for the last several months has been knocking on doors in the Atlanta area encouraging prospective Republican voters to support six G.O.P. candidates in their closely contested races.



While the organizers' message to voters is not explicitly pro-Trump, they have adopted a rising-tide philosophy, arguing that the voters they mobilize to support Republican down-ballot candidates are likely to cast ballots for Mr. Trump, too.



"The Bible says that love covers a multitude of sins, and in politics, victory covers a multitude of mistakes," said Ralph Reed, the leader of the conservative evangelical Faith & Freedom Coalition, noting that the Trump-Kemp animosity had not been ideal for the party but saying that there had been "healing" in their relationship as they focused on the election. His organization plans to knock on roughly 750,000 doors in Georgia before Election Day: "'Just win' is the motto."



The efforts come as polls show a tightening race between Mr. Trump and Ms. Harris, whose six-week-old candidacy has re-engaged key groups of Democrats who had grown unhappy with President Biden, like women, young people and Black voters.



Ms. Harris's campaign has 
built a significant turnout operation in Georgia
, with 26 offices and 200 staff members. Last week, she and her running mate, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, campaigned in Savannah as part of a swing 
billed as a tour of rural Georgia
 -- a departure from the Atlanta area, Democrats' main engine of votes in the state.



Still, Republican leaders in the state believe that their party is motivated to re-elect the former president and is looking past any tension between state and national leaders.



"We've got the wind at our back in a lot of ways," said Joshua McKoon, the chairman of the state Republican Party, who pointed to its efforts to tie Ms. Harris to the Biden administration's policies on immigration and the economy. "The only thing that will prevent us from being successful is if we allow these sort of petty disputes on the margins to distract us from doing what we need to do to win the election."



Allies of Mr. Kemp have expressed confidence in his ability to turn out Republican voters in light of his dissipating feud with the former president, which most agree was largely driven by Mr. Trump.



In discussing the presidential campaign, the governor has stressed a need to move on from false claims about the 2020 election, which are widely believed to have sunk Republican candidates in several important races in the 2022 midterms. He has instead focused on policy talking points, particularly about immigration and the economy, that have proved salient for Republicans.



Cole Muzio, an influential conservative activist and ally of Mr. Kemp's, argued that Georgia Republicans still largely favored the policies of the Trump era -- something that could benefit the former president. But Mr. Trump's failure to explain those policies clearly has become a drag on his re-election prospects in the state, Mr. Muzio said.



"The grievances, the noise, the constant distractions are not things that Georgia voters like," he said. "And so when Donald Trump insists on imposing his personal grievances into the race, it is kind of a signal to those voters that largely would support his policies that he just can't clear that basic hurdle that they're looking for, which is, 'Does he care more about me than he does himself?'"



Jonathan Swan
 and 
Maggie Haberman
 contributed reporting.
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Harris Tells the Business Community: I'm Friendlier Than Biden



The vice president on Wednesday proposed an increase on the capital gains tax that was far less than what President Biden has floated, one of several moves meant to win over business owners.




Campaigning on Wednesday in North Hampton, N.H., Vice President Kamala Harris said that "when the government encourages investment, it leads to broad-based economic growth and it creates jobs, which makes our economy stronger."




By Nicholas Nehamas, Andrew Duehren and Reid J. Epstein


Sep 04, 2024


Vice President Kamala Harris on Wednesday sought to put daylight between herself and President Biden on tax policy, making it the first issue on which she is trying to stand apart from an administration in which she holds a key role.



Stepping up her efforts to win over the business community, Ms. Harris announced that she would increase the capital gains tax at a far lower rate than what Mr. Biden had proposed -- a move that came after pressure from her campaign's biggest donors to back off some of its most aggressive tax proposals.



Ms. Harris's proposal, which she introduced at a campaign event in New Hampshire, was directed squarely at business owners and wealthier Americans who are skeptical of Democrats and have gravitated toward former President Donald J. Trump. In the same speech, she rolled out 
her new plan for an expanded tax break for start-ups
.



Mr. Biden had proposed taxing capital gains at 39.6 percent for Americans who make more than $1 million a year. Ms. Harris said on Wednesday that she would tax investment income for those Americans at a rate of 28 percent, a reversal from her earlier support for the tax increases included in 
the White House budget released this spring
.



"If you earn a million dollars a year or more, the tax rate on your long-term capital gains will be 28 percent under my plan," Ms. Harris said at a brewery in North Hampton, N.H. "Because we know when the government encourages investment, it leads to broad-based economic growth and it creates jobs, which makes our economy stronger."



Ms. Harris's proposed rate of 28 percent does not include an additional surtax on investment income, according to two people familiar with the campaign's proposal. One of those people said a 5 percent surtax would apply on top of the 28 percent, bringing the total rate to 33 percent. With the surtax, Mr. Biden's proposal would have raised the top capital-gains rate to 44.6 percent. The top capital-gains tax rate now is 23.8 percent, inclusive of a 3.8 percent surtax.



The ideas follow what had been an effort by Ms. Harris to 
coast largely on Mr. Biden's agenda
 during the opening weeks of her campaign. She had sought to take credit for what she says are his successes while offering an array of plans to combat higher prices and inflation, problems that voters have tended to hold Mr. Biden at least partly responsible for. That has led to an awkward dance of embracing the unpopular president and his policies even as she tries to run as a change candidate. 



In addition to her policy shift, Ms. Harris tiptoed away from the language Mr. Biden had used during his re-election campaign, arguing that she was running not only to block Mr. Trump from returning to office but to usher in an agenda that would excite her voters.



"When we say fight, it is a fight for something, not against something," she said. "That's what we're talking about when we talk about a new way forward. This is for something."



While she has raised more than $540 million since Mr. Biden ended his campaign and endorsed her, Ms. Harris and some of her top aides have faced pressure from wealthy donors to abandon some of the president's most ambitious ideas for taxing the rich, including a proposal to raise a novel tax on Americans worth at least $100 million, 
The New York Times has reported
.



Many of the wealthiest people in America derive their riches from the stocks, bonds and other assets they own, meaning they would disproportionately benefit from lower proposed taxes on investment income, which is generally taxed at a lower rate than regular income like wages. Mr. Biden's ideas already faced skepticism on Capitol Hill and were unlikely to become law.



Ms. Harris has sought to present herself as an ally to businesses and investors in a way that Mr. Biden did not. That has meant courting donors from Wall Street as well as Silicon Valley, which Ms. Harris once represented as a senator from California, and embracing some of the language and policy ideas favored by businesses.



"My plan will make the tax code more fair while prioritizing investment and innovation," she said in New Hampshire. "Billionaires and big corporations must pay their fair share in taxes."



Senator Jeanne Shaheen, a New Hampshire Democrat who spoke at the event, said Ms. Harris had revitalized her party's efforts to defeat Mr. Trump in part by being "her own candidate."



"She made it very clear her support for President Biden, what she thinks about him as a leader, a transformational president, but she's going to have her own agenda, as she should," Ms. Shaheen said in an interview on Wednesday. "She's got a vision for America and she's now beginning to articulate that in a way that Americans can see how she would lead versus how President Biden has led."



Ms. Harris spoke to a crowd of about 3,000 people from behind bulletproof glass at an outdoor rally in New Hampshire's Seacoast region, the most Democratic corner of the state. The banner hanging over the stage read "Opportunity Economy," a phrase the vice president has used to describe her vision for policies intended to support the middle class.




Supporters of Ms. Harris at the campaign stop in Portsmouth, N.H. The visit to the state was Ms. Harris's first as the Democratic nominee. 




The visit to New Hampshire was Ms. Harris's first as the Democratic presidential nominee, an indication her team views the Granite State's four electoral votes as competitive even though the state is widely considered safer Democratic territory than the larger political battlegrounds that have attracted far more attention this summer.



While Ms. Harris cast the expanded deduction for start-up companies as a way to drive economic growth, tax experts said the proposed policy was ultimately a modest change. Under current law, companies can deduct $5,000 of start-up costs immediately and then write off other qualifying expenses over 15 years. Ms. Harris's plan would essentially speed up a company's ability to deduct its start-up costs.



"It's a question of timing," said Garrett Watson, a senior policy analyst at the Tax Foundation, a think tank in Washington that tends to support lower taxes. "Instead of having it immediately, you have to do a chunk of it over that 15-year period of time."



That could help new businesses, but Mr. Watson said the biggest tax benefit of the change would go to new companies that do not stay in business long enough to deduct all of their start-up expenses over 15 years. (Many start-ups fail.) The size of the tax break would be relatively small, most likely around $20 billion over 10 years, experts estimated, and the impact on overall economic growth could be small.



"It's a good talking point, but start-up businesses, they only account for a portion of economic activity, so I don't anticipate this having much impact on the economy overall," said Kyle Pomerleau, a senior fellow at the right-leaning American Enterprise Institute. "It's a good thing but a small thing."



Politically, focusing on small companies is a way for Ms. Harris to present a business-friendly agenda while still drawing a contrast with Mr. Trump. He has suggested that he would cut the corporate tax rate, which generally applies to larger companies, to as low as 15 percent, from 21 percent. Ms. Harris's campaign has said she would raise the corporate tax rate to 28 percent, while also proposing on Wednesday to reduce regulations for small businesses and support their expansion.



Overall, though, both Ms. Harris and Mr. Trump have focused on cutting taxes on the campaign trail. Mr. Trump has said he wants to end taxes on Social Security benefits and taxes on tips, a proposal that Ms. Harris ultimately endorsed, while she has called for expanding the child tax credit, among other steps. The two candidates both want to extend tax cuts Mr. Trump signed into law in 2017, with Ms. Harris pledging to not increase taxes for any household making less than $400,000 a year.



New Hampshire made a natural spot for Ms. Harris's announcement. Nearly half the workers in the state are employed by small businesses, the highest percentage in the battleground states, according to statistics collected by the Small Business Administration. And it has a sizable contingent of swing voters.



Mr. Biden had built a robust campaign operation in New Hampshire before his miserable debate night against Mr. Trump in June led him to drop out. But Ms. Harris's takeover of the ticket has brought the state back into the column of likely Democratic victories, polls show.



Mr. Trump has not held a rally in New Hampshire since before the Republican primary election in January. On Wednesday, he tried to offer competition to Ms. Harris's appearance by calling into a local morning radio show. The former president said he planned to campaign in the state again before the election.



Karoline Leavitt, a spokeswoman for the Trump campaign, said Ms. Harris and Mr. Biden had "been a disaster for New Hampshire's small-business community."



"New Hampshire's small businesses are the backbone of our state's economy," Ms. Leavitt said. "Small-business owners and workers are struggling to keep up with the increased cost of living in our state. Kamala's words today ring hollow. Her record speaks volumes."



Taylor Robinson
 contributed research.
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Ex-Doctor Pleads Guilty to Manslaughter in New York Woman's Suicide



Stephen Miller, a right-to-die advocate, was sentenced to five years' probation. His lawyer said that "morally" Mr. Miller had done nothing wrong.




Stephen Miller, who traveled to New York from Arizona last year to help a woman end her life, leaving court after pleading guilty to manslaughter.




By Ed Shanahan


Sep 03, 2024


A former doctor from Arizona pleaded guilty to manslaughter on Tuesday and was sentenced to five years' probation after admitting that he had helped a 59-year-old woman kill herself in a motel room in the Hudson Valley in New York last fall.



The former doctor, 
Stephen P. Miller
, entered his plea and received his sentence during a brief appearance in Ulster County Court about seven months after he was charged for his role in the asphyxiation death of the woman, Doreen Brodhead.



Mr. Miller, 85, had pleaded not guilty to the manslaughter count and two assault charges in February. Under an agreement with the Ulster County district attorney's office, the assault counts were dropped. He had faced a potential prison term of five to 15 years on the manslaughter charge and up to 25 years if convicted on all counts.



Mr. Miller did not make a statement in court and declined to comment afterward. One of his lawyers, Jeffrey Lichtman, said outside court that his client had acted compassionately in helping Ms. Brodhead fulfill her wishes but acknowledged that Mr. Miller had flouted New York's law against assisting in a suicide.



"Technically, he violated the law, and we accept that," Mr. Lichtman said. Nonetheless, he added, "morally, Stephen Miller did nothing wrong."



A spokeswoman for the Ulster County district attorney, Emmanuel C. Nneji, did not respond to a request for comment.



Assisted suicide prosecutions are rare in the United States. The most recent such case in New York appears to be one that involved an Ulster County woman who, according to 
The Daily Freeman of Kingston
, pleaded guilty to manslaughter in her husband's 2016 death. She, too, was sentenced to five years' probation.



Ms. Brodhead's body was found at around 11:15 a.m. on Nov. 9 on a bed in a Super 8 motel room in Kingston, N.Y. There was a note on the bed and a canister of nitrogen gas nearby.



Mr. Miller was charged after surveillance footage obtained by investigators showed him picking Ms. Brodhead up at her apartment on Nov. 8, accompanying her to get a tank of nitrogen, driving with her to the motel and carrying the tank to the room, according to court documents. He left at one point to buy a wrench because of a problem with the tank's regulator, returned and then left again after about an hour for Albany and a flight back to Arizona.



A firm believer in the idea that mentally competent adults have the right to set the terms of their deaths, Mr. Miller belongs to Choice and Dignity, a right-to-die group in Tucson, Ariz. He told the authorities it had been an act of mercy to help Ms. Brodhead end a life that chronic back and neck pain had turned into constant misery.



Ms. Brodhead's mother told The New York Times in May that the pain had plagued her daughter for nearly 40 years. Even if New York were among the states where so-called medical aid in dying was legal, Doreen Brodhead would not have qualified because she did not have a terminal illness with no more than six months to live.



It is unclear how she first came into contact with Mr. Miller. Mr. Lichtman said on Tuesday that the two had communicated extensively for about six months before her death and that Mr. Miller had tried to talk Ms. Brodhead out of suicide before agreeing to help her.



Mr. Miller told investigators he had sat with Ms. Brodhead while she prepared to asphyxiate herself, court records show. She hesitated briefly, telling him she was going to miss her family, especially her mother. The two spoke further, and Ms. Brodhead proceeded as planned. Mr. Miller said that he had left after she took her last breath and that she had paid only his expenses.



Mr. Miller received a medical degree in 1964 and started his career as a pediatrician at hospitals in Chicago and Boston. For more than 25 years, he worked in California and Texas.



In 2006, court records show, he was convicted of federal tax evasion for hiding more than $1 million in income offshore with the help of a corrupt financial planner. He spent three years in prison. Regulators in Texas and California revoked his medical licenses, according to government documents; his licenses in Arizona and Massachusetts expired.



He told investigators he had traveled the country in recent years advising people who had decided to kill themselves. Without providing details, Mr. Lichtman told The Times in February that Mr. Miller had helped in several suicides.



"That part of his life is over," Mr. Lichtman said on Tuesday.
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Another Trump Clemency Recipient Is Accused of Domestic Violence



A man whose life sentence for his role in a robbery and murder was commuted by President Donald J. Trump was convicted this spring of a misdemeanor charge of assaulting his wife.




The commutation of Jaime A. Davidson's sentence came amid a flurry of almost 120 last-minute grants of clemency by President Donald J. Trump as he was leaving the White House.




By Michael S. Schmidt and Maggie Haberman


Sep 03, 2024


A man whose life sentence in federal prison was commuted in 2021 by President Donald J. Trump was convicted this spring of a misdemeanor charge of assaulting his wife, the latest example of a Trump clemency beneficiary getting in legal trouble again.



The man, Jaime A. Davidson, was sentenced in Florida to three months behind bars in the domestic violence case. Given the conviction, he could face additional time in federal prison if he is found to have violated the terms of his supervised release after Mr. Trump's decision, in the final hours of his presidency, to commute Mr. Davidson's earlier life sentence.



Mr. Davidson was convicted of murder in 1993 on charges that he played a role in planning a robbery that led to the death of an undercover police officer in upstate New York. Mr. Davidson was not at the scene of the robbery, and he has repeatedly proclaimed his innocence and asserted that he was framed.



The commutation was pushed by a lawyer for Mr. Davidson, and was not recommended by the Justice Department process for clemency applications. The lawyer, Bettina Schein, is married to Alan Futerfas, who has represented some of Mr. Trump's children. Mr. Futerfas was not involved in Mr. Davidson's clemency request.



It came amid a flurry of almost 120 last-minute grants of clemency by Mr. Trump as he was leaving the White House at the end of his term, raising questions about how thoroughly the recipients had been vetted and how they had used connections to get their requests in front of Mr. Trump.



Some White House officials objected to the clemency grant at the time. And it 
deeply upset former colleagues
 of the murdered undercover officer, Wallie Howard Jr., who questioned why Mr. Trump, who has repeatedly professed to support law enforcement, would use his sweeping powers to help someone tied to the murder of a policeman.



The details about Mr. Davidson's new arrest and conviction, which had not previously received public attention, were reported earlier on Tuesday by Judd Legum of Popular Information, an independent media outlet that distributes a newsletter through Substack.



In the latest case, Mr. Davidson was arrested in April 2023 and accused by the police of trying to strangle his wife during a domestic dispute, according to court documents. In May, he went on trial and was acquitted on two felonies but found guilty of misdemeanor battery, the documents said.



A judge sentenced him to three months in prison. The conviction could also result in other time behind bars on the federal level. He is still on supervised release for his conviction in connection with Officer Howard's death, and a federal judge is weighing whether to revoke it.



When asked to comment about the latest incident, Karoline Leavitt, a spokeswoman for Mr. Trump, said only, "President Trump believes anyone convicted of a crime should spend time behind bars."



A lawyer who represented Mr. Davidson in the latest case did not respond to a message seeking comment.



Ms. Schein, in an emailed statement, suggested the facts of Mr. Davidson's domestic battery case were murkier than they appeared based on the conviction.



"In my opinion, unfortunately people with prior offenses are often easy targets," she said. 



The conviction is another instance in which a recipient of clemency from Mr. Trump is facing renewed legal scrutiny.



Last month, a convicted New York drug dealer named Jonathan Braun was 
arrested on charges of assaulting his wife
 on at least two occasions and punching his 75-year-old father-in-law in the head.



In the presidential race, Mr. Trump is trying to portray Vice President Kamala Harris as being soft on crime.



Asked at an August news conference in Florida how granting clemency to violent felons squared with his criticism of Ms. Harris, Mr. Trump maintained that he relied on a "commission" that advised him on pardons and commutations.



In reality, Mr. Trump often made decisions on recommendations from a range of people within his administration and outside it, including allies and people who were paid to push for pardons. His son-in-law Jared Kushner was heavily involved in the process. His daughter Ivanka Trump, who like Mr. Kushner worked in the administration, pushed for a number of clemency grants in the final days.



Several additional recipients of Mr. Trump's clemency grants have found themselves facing legal trouble since he left office.



Eliyahu Weinstein, who 
had been serving 24 years for fraud
, received a commutation on Mr. Trump's second-to-last day in office. Mr. Weinstein was 
charged last year
 in a new fraud that allegedly cheated at least 150 people out of $35 million.



His trial has been scheduled for November. In denying pretrial release, a federal magistrate judge said Mr. Weinstein "got a get-out-of-jail-free card, essentially, after serving just under eight years." The magistrate said she had "no confidence that any of the conditions imposed, no matter how stringent, are going to prevent Mr. Weinstein from engaging in fraudulent conduct yet again."



A pardon wiped away the conviction of the Republican operative Jesse Benton related to an endorsement-buying scheme during the 2012 election. Mr. Benton was 
sentenced last year
 to one and a half years in prison for a campaign violation related to the 2016 election -- facilitating an illegal contribution from a Russian businessman to help Mr. Trump.



Mr. Trump's political adviser, Stephen K. Bannon, 
was pardoned
 in January 2021 for charges related to fund-raising fraud. A year and a half later, he was 
convicted on two counts of contempt of Congress
 for defying a subpoena calling him to testify to the committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. He 
reported to prison
 in late June.



Kenneth P. Vogel
, 
Matthew Cullen
 and 
Kitty Bennett
 contributed reporting.
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Simon Verity, World-Renowned Stone Carver, Is Dead at 79



He was perhaps best known for heading the team that created the statues of biblical figures at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in Manhattan.




Simon Verity in 1997, working on a statue on the western facade of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in Upper Manhattan. He and his team spent parts of nine years carving 31 biblical figures and various scenes in the niches that frame the great brass doors at the church's Portal of Paradise.




By Richard Sandomir


Sep 01, 2024


Simon Verity, a British stone carver and artisan whose bevy of works included the statues that adorn the western facade of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in Upper Manhattan, as well as grottoes, tombstones, fountains and floor inscriptions like the brass lettering that marks the shrine to Thomas Becket at Canterbury Cathedral, died on Aug. 11 at his home in Llandeilo, Wales. He was 79.



His wife, Martha Finney, said the cause was Lewy body dementia.



In 1988, Mr. Verity was chosen to direct the St. John the Divine project. Perhaps his best-known venture, it placed him on a scaffold on Amsterdam Avenue for parts of nine years, leading a small team that, using hammers, mallets and chisels, 
carved 31 biblical figures (including Moses, Elijah, John the Baptist, Abraham and Sarah)
 and various scenes from limestone blocks in the niches that frame the great brass doors at the Portal of Paradise.



One of the carvings at the portal -- a modern reimagining of the burning of Jerusalem -- depicts the destruction of the World Trade Center and other city landmarks under a nuclear mushroom. (It was created more than a decade before the terror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.) The carving also illustrates signs of a rebirth, with stonemasons building on the city's ashes.



The Very Rev. Patrick Malloy, dean of the cathedral, said in a statement that many tourists visited the cathedral just to see the portal.




Workers stood on a scaffold at the Portal of Paradise in 1997 as a passer-by looked on. The dean of the cathedral said that many tourists visited the cathedral just to see the portal.




"Mr. Verity took the long-dead worthies of the Hebrew and Christian traditions and made them things of wonder for people in our own day," he added. "Beyond this present age, his work will endure into a future beyond us."



Joseph Kincannon,
 a stone carver who also worked on the St. John the Divine project, said that Mr. Verity took an unusual approach to making the statues.



"Normally, when you do statues, you work from a full-scale clay model," he said in an interview. "But he was an advocate of letting the stones speak to him. He wanted us to discover what the stone would lay out and let that canvas inform you."



Chipping away at the stones in bad as well as good weather, Mr. Verity sported a distinctive look -- like that of a very busy ragamuffin.



Writing in The New Yorker in 1990, Brendan Gill described Mr. Verity's uniform of "hand-me-down tweeds, moth-eaten sweaters and scuffed shoes" and noted that his hair "appears to be made of some spiky indestructible material in which grayish stone dust readily accumulates, sometimes to the point where it has been mistaken for frost."




Mr. Verity, right, worked on a statue of Hagar and Ishmael in the desert, while his fellow stone carver Jean-Claude Marchionni, left, worked on a statute of Noah.




Simon Verity was born on July 1, 1945, in Amersham, a town northwest of London. His father, Terence, was an art director for films, and his mother, Enid (Hill) Verity, was a painter.



He attended Marlborough College in England and then spent five years as an apprentice to a great-uncle, Oliver Hill, an architect and decorator, before studying under the stone conservationist Robert Baker at Wells Cathedral.



That training helped him become one of the world's leading stone artists.



In the late 1970s, Mr. Verity visited Austria, where he became fascinated by a 17th-century grotto built for the prince-archbishop of Salzburg. He went on to restore centuries-old grottoes and designed and built new ones, both in Europe and in the United States.



"I think there is an eternal fascination in the combination of rocks and water and what you can do with them that bubbles up after a few generations or so," 
he told The New York Times in 1988.
 "It's a sort of zeitgeist, a spirit of things coming together."




One of Mr. Verity's projects was a grotto at Leeds Castle, in Kent, England, which visitors entered through a suite of rooms.




One of his original grottoes was one at 
Leeds Castle
, in Kent, England, which visitors entered through a suite of rooms. Nearly all the rooms were encrusted, from ceiling to floor, with colorful mosaics made from minerals, shells and animal bones, and some of the walls were covered with elaborate limestone sculptures.



In addition, he carved statues of four whales and a fountain for King Charles III when he was the Prince of Wales; a teacup made of broken crockery for Elton John's garden; a seated king in the front of Wells Cathedral, whose restoration he also worked on; and "The Agony in the Garden," which depicts Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane before his betrayal.



He created fountains and a sundial at the American Academy in Rome
 and headstones for the writer Nancy Mitford (which featured a mole, the animal on her family crest); 
George Wein,
 the Newport Jazz Festival impresario, and his wife, Joyce (for which he sculpted a jazz band); and the British poet laureate 
John Betjeman
 (in which a riot of Victorian curlicues nearly obscures his name).



Mr. Verity also completed other projects in Manhattan. In the early 1990s, 
he created "The Gorgeous Mosaic,"
 a diamond-shaped work, 22 by 13 feet, inspired by a phrase used by Mayor David N. Dinkins to describe the city's ethnic and social mix.



Assembled from thousands of squarish bits of stone and glass, "The Gorgeous Mosaic" shows people rushing back and forth amid the city's famous buildings. It now hangs at Bellevue Hospital.




In 2005, Mr. Verity worked on a stone slab for the Queen Elizabeth II September 11th Garden in Lower Manhattan, which honors the British subjects who died in the 9/11 attacks.




Years later, he created the ribbon-like pathway at the 
Queen Elizabeth II September 11th Garden,
 at Hanover Square in Lower Manhattan, which honors the British subjects who died in the 9/11 attacks. For that memorial, he carved slabs of Scottish sandstone, into which he engraved the names of all British counties in distinctive designs, and laid them out in their approximate geographic positions.



"People would say to me, 'Don't you get bored carving all these words 'shire'?" 
Mr. Verity told WNYC radio in 2005, five years before it opened.
 "And I say, 'No, because each of them is a different shire.'"



"As I'm chiseling," he added, "I'm thinking about the letter form that I'm carving and I'm thinking about the life of this extraordinary country that I'm from."



Mr. Verity and his wife collaborated on the 
Castello Plan Monument,
 a three-dimensional bronze plaque of a 1660 map of New Amsterdam, the 17th-century Dutch settlement that was renamed New York after the English takeover four years later. Installed on a stone boulder, it shows the 317 houses on the map, as well as gardens and orchards. It was unveiled in Peter Minuit Plaza in Lower Manhattan in 2011.




Mr. Verity and his wife collaborated on the Castello Plan Monument, a three-dimensional bronze plaque of a 1660 map of New Amsterdam, the 17th-century Dutch settlement that was later renamed New York.




"I made all the little buildings, and Simon carved the building facades," said Ms. Finney, an architect and book artist.



In addition to his wife, whom he married in 2013, Mr. Verity is survived by a daughter, Polly Verity, and two sons, Tom and Johno, from his marriage to Judith Mills, which ended in divorce; five granddaughters; and his sisters, Spring Christie, Candida Wright and Alison Morse.



Mr. Verity thrived on the intimate relationship between his tools and limestone.



"There's something in the repetitive action of the work," 
he was quoted as saying in the magazine Parabola: The Search for Meaning
 in 2013. "I'm hitting that stone once every second for two hours, and then I stop for 20 minutes, and then I begin again, and for eight or 10 hours a day, that's what I do.



"That's extraordinary, isn't it? And I've been doing that for 30 years. And that's a very strange thing to be doing."
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Times Insider



Watching Movies Like It's 1999



A multimedia Culture desk series, "Class of 1999," revisits a group of mold-breaking, star-studded films released that year.








By Sarah Bahr


Sep 04, 2024


Times Insider
 explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.



A sci-fi film whose climactic choice -- red pill or blue pill? 
--
 has become so famous that it's a meme. A found-footage style documentary horror film that achieved cult-classic status. A "Star Wars," a "Toy Story" 
and
 two Tom Cruise movies.



The year was 1999, and it was blessed with an abundance of cinematic riches. So many, in fact, that "The Blair Witch Project," one of the top-earning indie films ever, was just the 
fifth-highest grossing film at the U.S. box office
 three weeks after its release.



"It definitely was an epic year," said Stephanie Goodman, the film editor for The New York Times. She led a team of more than a dozen writers, editors and designers who produced "Class of 1999," a monthlong series celebrating the 25th anniversary of what many would argue is the greatest year in movie history.



The multimedia project, which includes features, profiles and critical essays, not only explores directors' innovation and risk-taking in 1999, but how their films were, at times, chillingly prophetic about the cultural, social and political themes of today.



There's a look at how the 
opening scene in "The Matrix"
 proved remarkably prescient; an essay on how 
"Blair Witch" foreshadowed the age of misinformation
; a profile of 
Haley Joel Osment,
 who was 11 when he starred in "The Sixth Sense"; an article about the 
vulnerability of Tom Cruise
; a 
playlist from the year's top films
; 
a reflection on reviewing movies in 1999;
 and a 
roundup of favorite films from the year
, as selected by writers and critics. (Readers were invited to share their picks, too.)



"A lot of people who worked on it had a strong connection to the movies," said Ms. Goodman, who in 1999 was a copy editor at The Los Angeles Times. "That's one thing that made the year special, in addition to the fact that just about every major filmmaker of the past 25 years was working that year."



The year offered so much worthy of re-examining -- and rewatching. The team -- which included the Times movie critic Alissa Wilkinson; the journalists Maya Salam and Melena Ryzik; the freelance film critic Amy Nicholson; the pop music critic Lindsay Zoladz; and Wesley Morris, a critic at large -- decided to take an analytical approach mixing reported features and personal reflections.



Ms. Wilkinson, who wrote about the themes -- artificial intelligence, fake news, transgender lives and Gen X -- that make "The Matrix" a classic, said she knew the film held up today, but hadn't realized just how prescient it was until her recent reporting.



"This one felt incredibly contemporary and also like it had gotten a lot right about the future," said Ms. Wilkinson, who first saw "The Matrix" as a high school student. "Even a few years ago, when I rewatched it, I hadn't clocked the A.I. stuff as much as I did when I rewatched it for this piece."



Ms. Salam had a similar experience when she rewatched "Blair Witch," which she first saw the summer before her sophomore year at the University of Kentucky. The fictitious film was marketed as a documentary, with promotional materials that included missing persons posters for its largely unknown lead actors.



"We're now in an age of misinformation, but the sensation of not knowing if something is real or not, or if something is true or not, was such an unusual sensation back then," said Ms. Salam, who spoke with the film's directors, Daniel Myrick and Eduardo Sanchez, for her article.



For Mr. Morris, who made his debut as a professional film critic in 1999 at The San Francisco Examiner as a 23-year-old, the abundance was not only inspiring, but overwhelming. For the "Class of 1999" project, he wrote a retrospective about the joys and challenges of navigating such a stacked first year as a film critic.



"Not everything was a masterpiece, but everything was interesting,"
 
said Mr. Morris, who has won two Pulitzer Prizes for criticism. "That's all we critics need -- something that connects to our brains, our nerves and our hearts. Those connections were everywhere in 1999."



Mr. Morris's essay garnered more than 300 comments, many of them personal reminiscences. But all the articles have drawn feedback and memories.



Ms. Wilkinson said she has received many emails from people who remember watching "The Matrix."



"A lot of people are like me and saw it as teenagers or in college," she said. "But the ideas in it aren't necessarily something you might pick up on as a teenager, and then you come back to it as an adult, and it's really startling," she said.



Given the enthusiastic response, Ms. Goodman said the team might examine other years. But, she said, there likely never will be another year quite like 1999.



"That was still a year when mid-budget films were being greenlit in Hollywood, and so you didn't have this pressure to get huge box office results," Ms. Goodman said. "The fact that filmmakers didn't have to make such huge swings meant that they could make more creative choices."
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Quotation of the Day: Deadly Floods Return to a Battered Pakistan


Sep 05, 2024


"Our children are terrified of the rain now. Whenever it rains or the wind picks up, they cling to us and cry, 'We will drown.'"



FAUZIA
, who, like many women in rural Pakistan, goes by one name, on the downpours that have returned two years after deadly floods hit the country.
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Corrections: Sept. 5, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024.


Sep 05, 2024


FRONT PAGE



An 
article
 on Wednesday about a former aide to Gov. Kathy Hochul who was charged with 10 criminal counts that included visa fraud and money laundering misspelled the name of Linda Sun's lawyer. It is Jarrod Schaeffer, not Jerrod Schaeffer. The article also misstated who was New York governor when salted ducks were delivered to the parents of Linda Sun. It was Andrew M. Cuomo, not Kathy Hochul; Ms. Hochul became governor the following month.



An 
obituary
 on Aug. 31 about Leonard Riggio, the founder of the Barnes & Noble bookstore chain, misstated the location in Manhattan of the original Barnes & Noble store, which he bought in 1971. It was on Fifth Avenue at 18th Street, not 17th Street.



INTERNATIONAL



An 
article
 on Wednesday about John Podesta traveling to Beijing to press Chinese leaders to make more ambitious plans to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions misattributed a quotation about the state of climate diplomacy. It was Li Shuo, not Alan Yu, who said, "There is a stalemate on climate engagement between the U.S. and China."



NATIONAL



An 
article
 on Monday about former President Donald J. Trump's speaking appearance at a convention of the Moms for Liberty group in Washington late last week misspelled the name of one of the conference attendees. She is Pnina Mintz, not Panina Mintz.



ARTS



An 
article
 on Aug. 23 about the Sarajevo Film Festival misspelled the surname of Susan Sontag's son. He is David Rieff, not Reiff.



THURSDAY STYLES



An article last Thursday about the southwestern Cyclades islands in Greece misattributed a quotation about shopping in Chora on Serifos. It was Natassa Kalogeropoulou, not Alexandra Kehayoglou, who discussed her favorite spots.



OBITUARIES



An 
obituary
 on Wednesday about the actor and singer James Darren misstated his wife's surname. She is Evy Norlund, not Nordlund.



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/05/pageoneplus/corrections-sept-5-2024.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

      The Arts

      
        Desperate Bid to Save J.F.K. Shown in Resurfaced Film
        The footage from 1963, taken by a Texas businessman and seen only by a few, shows the president's limousine speeding to a Dallas hospital. It is being auctioned this month.

      

      
        Sabrina Carpenter Beats Travis Scott to No. 1 by a Hair
        The pop singer and songwriter's "Short n' Sweet" debuts atop the Billboard 200 with the equivalent of 362,000, the third-best opening of the year.

      

      
        A New 'Red Hot' Album Tackles a Hot Topic: Transgender Awareness
        "Transa," with 46 tracks due Nov. 22, brings together artists including Sam Smith, Sade, Andre 3000 and Jayne County.

      

      
        Collector Sues to Block Investigators From Seizing Roman Bronze
        Lawyers for the collector, based in California, said the Manhattan district attorney's office did not have the jurisdiction or the evidence to support seizing the ancient statue.

      

      
        Daniel Craig Gets Explicit (and Romantic) in Luca Guadagnino's 'Queer'
        At the Venice Film Festival, the star said he embraced the scenes with sexual encounters: 'If I wasn't in the movie and saw this movie, I'd want to be in it.'

      

      
        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Desperate Bid to Save J.F.K. Shown in Resurfaced Film



The footage from 1963, taken by a Texas businessman and seen only by a few, shows the president's limousine speeding to a Dallas hospital. It is being auctioned this month.




In recently surfaced footage, Clint Hill, a Secret Service agent, is visible atop a limousine rushing President John F. Kennedy to the hospital after he was shot in Dallas. 




By Colin Moynihan


Sep 04, 2024


Nearly 61 years ago, Dale Carpenter Sr. showed up on Lemmon Avenue in Dallas, hoping to film John F. Kennedy as his motorcade passed. But the president's car had already gone by, and he recorded only some of the procession, including the back of a car carrying Lyndon Johnson and the side of the White House press bus.



So Mr. Carpenter, a businessman from Texas, rushed to Stemmons Freeway, several miles farther along the motorcade route, to try again.



There, just moments after Kennedy had been shot, he captured an urgent and chaotic scene. The president's speeding convertible. A Secret Service agent in a dark suit sprawled on the back. Jacqueline Kennedy, in her pink Chanel outfit, little more than a blur.



Kennedy himself could not be glimpsed. He had collapsed and was close to death.



For decades Mr. Carpenter's 8-millimeter snippets of what transpired in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963, have been a family heirloom. When he died in 1991 at 77, the reel, which included footage of his twin boys' birthday party, passed to his wife, Mabel, then to a daughter, Diana, and finally to a grandson, James Gates.



Later this month, the Kennedy footage is to be put up for sale in Boston by RR Auction, the latest in a line of assassination-related images to surface publicly after decades in comparative obscurity. The auction house says it is the only known film of the president's car on the freeway as it sped from Dealey Plaza, the site of the shooting, to Parkland Memorial Hospital, where Kennedy was pronounced dead at 1 p.m.



Footage shot by Abraham Zapruder, a bystander, has long provided disturbing images of the assassination itself, one of the most traumatic and closely examined events in American history. Mr. Carpenter's film shows what happened before and just after the Zapruder film was shot. The first section is a prosaic scene of the president's motorcade; the second, a race for help imbued with all the uncertainty that filled the moments after the gunshots.



Though Mr. Carpenter's film, just over a minute long, contains nothing likely to affect the debate over Kennedy's death, several experts said it is still an important addition to the mosaic of images that recorded that day in Dallas.



"It almost is a little bit of a coda or addendum to the Zapruder film," said Gerald Posner, the author of 
"Case Closed: Lee Harvey Oswald and the Assassination of J.F.K."



Mr. Posner said Mr. Carpenter's film "captures the heartbreak of what just happened in Dealey Plaza and what we know we're about to find out soon at Parkland hospital."




The president and Jacqueline Kennedy earlier in the motorcade. John Connally, then the governor of Texas, rides in front of them.




The auction house said that bidding on Sept. 28 will begin at $5,000, and that it estimates the film has a value of more than $100,000.



Only a handful of people outside Mr. Carpenter's family have seen the footage, according to the auction house. Among them are Mr. Posner; Mark S. Zaid, a lawyer who has written about and lectured on the assassination; and Clint Hill, the Secret Service agent who sprinted from a car behind Kennedy's and climbed onto the trunk of the president's Lincoln Continental after the first shot rang out. All three said they believe the footage is authentic.



Mr. Hill said that in the moments filmed by Mr. Carpenter on the freeway, the president was lying across the back seat with his head in his wife's lap. Mr. Hill is shown in a protective position with one foot inside the car and another outside as it races to the hospital, a trip that took several minutes.



"It felt like a lifetime," Mr. Hill said in a telephone interview. "Every second counted."



Stephen Fagin, the curator of the 
Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza
, in Dallas, said that the images of that day, created by journalists and ordinary citizens, are "the window through which we understand the moment of the assassination and the aftermath." The museum has created a map of the motorcade route that features images by professional photographers and by the many spectators who carried still and movie cameras.



New images have continued to emerge over the decades. For instance, Mr. Fagin said a man named 
Jay Skaggs
 walked into the museum in 2002 with photographs he had taken in 1963, including the only known color ones of Lee Harvey Oswald's Mannlicher-Carcano rifle being removed from the Texas School Book Depository building. Until then, those pictures had been seen only by Mr. Skaggs's family.



"I view these images and films like puzzle pieces coming together to form this tapestry of memory of Nov. 22," Mr. Fagin said. "A visual record of what it was like to live that experience."



A concrete company executive, Mr. Carpenter lived in Irving, Texas, about 12 miles northwest of Dallas. He was not known to have a particular affinity for Kennedy, two of his children said, but was drawn to the pomp of the presidential visit and brought along the camera that he often used to film family events. One of his sons, David Carpenter, 63, whose birthday celebration was on the same reel as the Kennedy footage, said: "Daddy was always behind that camera."



Mr. Carpenter kept the film he had shot in a round metal canister labeled "JFK Assassination." Screenings were rare, perhaps, as David Carpenter suggested, because the footage showed "something that was dramatic and terrible." Family members said they were not sure whether their father ever spoke with authorities about the film.




Dale Carpenter Sr. in a photograph that his family said was taken when he was in his 30s. 




Mr. Gates said he came into possession of the film in 2009 or 2010, when his mother handed him a milk crate that included some 30 film reels that had belonged to her father. He said he had been somewhat disappointed when he first viewed the footage because it did not show President Kennedy. Still, he said he was struck by Mr. Hill's bravery.



In 2012, Mr. Gates corresponded with Lisa McCubbin, who 
wrote a book with Mr. Hill
 about his time protecting Jacqueline Kennedy. Soon afterward he sent her and Mr. Hill a copy of the film.



New interest in the footage surfaced recently when the makers of a yet-to-be-released documentary about Mr. Hill's life, 
"Agent Number 9,"
 obtained the rights to include Mr. Carpenter's footage in their film. At the same time, Ms. McCubbin, who had recently married Mr. Hill, put Mr. Gates in touch with 
RR Auction
.



Leaders of the auction house, which has sold other Kennedy- and assassination-related items, like Oswald's wedding ring, found the footage to be powerful.



"There's this iconic American sequence of events that we've seen over and over," said Bobby Livingston, the company's executive vice president. "And all of a sudden, 60 years later, you get another view of it, another perspective."



Josiah Thompson, the author "Six Seconds in Dallas," 
has called
 the film footage and photographs from people who were in Dealey Plaza that day "a great source of evidence." He said, though, that he did not think the Carpenter footage had "particular significance," mainly because it will not resolve lingering questions about the assassination.



It is not clear if Mr. Carpenter knew the president had been shot when he recorded the images along the freeway. He certainly knew what had happened by the time he returned to Irving.



His daughter, Deborah Thornton, who was 12 in 1963, recalled her father arriving home that day looking "very solemn."



She said she remembered him telling her mother: "Dallas has changed forever."



Malachy Browne and Julie Walton Shaver contributed reporting. Susan C. Beachy contributed research.
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	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




The Charts



Sabrina Carpenter Beats Travis Scott to No. 1 by a Hair



The pop singer and songwriter's "Short n' Sweet" debuts atop the Billboard 200 with the equivalent of 362,000, the third-best opening of the year.




Sabrina Carpenter's sixth album is her first Billboard No. 1.




By Ben Sisario


Sep 03, 2024


In an extraordinarily close contest on this week's Billboard album chart that left the music industry biting its collective nails with anticipation over the holiday weekend, the pop singer Sabrina Carpenter triumphed over the veteran rapper Travis Scott to clinch the No. 1 spot -- but just barely.



Carpenter's 
"Short n' Sweet,"
 her sixth studio LP, featuring infectious tracks like "Espresso," "Please Please Please" and "Taste" that have dominated streaming and radio playlists this year, opens at the top with the equivalent of 362,000 sales in the United States, according to the tracking service Luminate. That is the third-best opening week of the year, behind only 
Taylor Swift
 and 
Beyonce
, and it is Carpenter's first time at No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart.



But Carpenter, who released "Short n' Sweet" on Aug. 23, came close to losing her big moment to a 10-year-old mixtape by Scott, "Days Before Rodeo," which was rereleased on the same day. Scott's album was credited with 361,000 sales -- meaning the race came down to a margin of only about 1,000 copies, give or take a few. (Luminate's publicly announced numbers are rounded.)



Carpenter, 25, who began her career as a Disney Channel actress, has been releasing music for a decade. But she has been a major pop contender only for the last couple of years, with a string of bubbly and smart singles, like "Feather," that have been pop-culture bulls-eyes; this year and last, she also performed as an opening act for a number of dates on Swift's Eras Tour. She was widely expected to open on the chart with a big splash -- until the rerelease announcement a few days earlier by Scott, who in addition to his popularity as a rapper is a master direct-to-consumer marketer.



Carpenter's "Short n' Sweet" garnered 233 million streams in the United States. According to the formula that Billboard uses to reconcile streams with album sales, that means that clicks on streaming services gave her the equivalent of 176,000 album sales, nearly half Carpenter's total for the week. She also sold 184,000 copies of the LP as a complete package.



Scott's "Days Before Rodeo," revisited almost exactly 10 years from its initial release, had never been released commercially before, nor had it been widely available on all streaming services, 
according to Billboard
. Yet streaming ended up being a relatively small part of its total consumption, with about 41 million clicks, equivalent to about 30,000 album sales.



Far more important were the 331,000 copies that Scott sold as a complete package, mostly from downloads. Those included an array of downloadable versions sold only through Scott's website that added bonus tracks like live and "chopped and screwed" remixes. ("Days Before Rodeo" was also available in various boxed sets from Scott's website, with items like T-shirts and hoodies.)



Also this week, Post Malone's "
F-1 Trillion
," which opened at No. 1 last week, falls to No. 3 with the equivalent of 111,000 sales. Chappell Roan's "The Rise and Fall of a Midwest Princess" drops two spots to No. 4 and Morgan Wallen's "One Thing at a Time" is in fifth place in its 79th week on the chart.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/03/arts/music/sabrina-carpenter-short-n-sweet-billboard-chart.html
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A New 'Red Hot' Album Tackles a Hot Topic: Transgender Awareness



"Transa," with 46 tracks due Nov. 22, brings together artists including Sam Smith, Sade, Andre 3000 and Jayne County.




From left: Massima Bell and Dust Reid, the creative team behind the new charity album "Transa."




By Jim Farber


Sep 04, 2024


Over a soft piano riff wafts the unmistakable voice of Sade, singing a song to her son. The lyrics she wrote for the piece -- her first new track in 14 years, titled "Young Lion" -- are steeped in empathy and regret. "Young man, it's been so heavy for you/You must have felt so alone," she sings. "I should have known."



She's addressing her 
real-life son, Izaak
, whose identity as a transgender man escaped her perception for some time. "Shine like a sun," she sings to him. "You have everything you need."



Massima Bell, a musician, model and activist who is transgender, said she'd never heard a song like that before. "It's amazing to hear a legendary musician like Sade sing about her heartfelt experience as the parent of a trans child," she said in an interview. "It's incredibly powerful."



It's also humanizing, nailing a key goal for the sprawling new musical project that contains it. Titled "Transa," the album, which Bell worked on as a creative producer, is the latest venture from 
Red Hot
, the organization co-founded 35 years ago by John Carlin at the peak of the AIDS epidemic. The organization 
started with a star-studded album titled "Red Hot + Blue,"
 designed to raise funds for the fight against the disease.



In the decades since, Red Hot has released more than two dozen sets, involving hundreds of top musicians, to benefit a wealth of related causes. (The organization said it has given away $15 million over its lifetime, primarily raised by record sales.) Still, it's been years since it has focused on an issue with the topicality of "Transa," a project due Nov. 22, which was partly inspired by the death of the producer 
Sophie
 in 2021.




Beverly Glenn-Copeland, left, and Sam Smith. Both musicians contribute to "Transa."




"Sophie was a boundary-pushing, generation-defining musician and one of the most important trans artists we've ever had," said Dust Reid of Red Hot, who is one of the album's key architects.



Carlin said the new project represents a return to the organization's activist roots. "We're living in a time when trans people, the most marginalized and vulnerable people in our culture, are being attacked and stigmatized, much like people with AIDS were in the '90," he said. "We're doing this to make sure the culture wars are being fought from both sides."



On Red Hot's side are more than 80 artists, including many transgender and nonbinary musicians, who created 46 tracks, yielding over three and a half hours of music. Exclusive tracks come from big names like Sade, Andre 3000 and Sam Smith, as well as scores of lesser-known trans musicians like Nina Keith, a composer from Philadelphia, and Clarity, a musician from Los Angeles. Showcasing the music of less exposed trans artists was a key goal for the organizers.



Toward that end, the artists were given a wide creative berth, as well as ample opportunity to collaborate with each other. In one track, the experimental composer Claire Rousay worked with Wilco's Jeff Tweedy on a piece set to the William Blake poem "How Sweet I Roam'd." In another, the Korean American singer and producer Yaeji injected an urgent spoken word section into an original song by the songwriter and artist 
Teddy Geiger
.



Roughly half the songs on the set are new. The rest are covers composed by artists with both cultish followings (Judee Sill's "Down Where the Valleys Are Low") and classic hits (Sylvester's "Mighty Real," graced by hallowed vocals from Smith and Moses Sumney). The first single is a cover of 
"I Would Die 4 U"
 by Lauren Auder and Prince's longtime collaborators Wendy & Lisa (Melvoin and Coleman), who played on the original track. The melding of cis and trans performers was crucial to the organizers. "We wanted everyone to see themselves in this project," Reid said.



Reid pushed for "Transa" to feature an overarching narrative, delineated in eight sections meant to echo the number of colors in the original rainbow flag. Together, the segments trace the emotional evolution of anyone discovering, exploring or working to accept their gender, from "Grief" and "Survival" to "Acceptance" and "Reinvention." "It gives the music multiple points of entry," Reid said.




Claire Rousay, seen in the studio, collaborated with Wilco's Jeff Tweedy on a piece set to the William Blake poem "How Sweet I Roam'd."




The sheer length of the project makes a statement. "We felt this needed to be bigger than just a polite compilation record for a cause," Carlin said. "It needed to be epic."



The album's title comes from a 1972 LP by the Brazilian artist 
Caetano Veloso
, which he recorded when he was living in London during his country's fascist years. "Because he wrote the album while in exile, it provides a good allegory for how trans people are finding new ways of living," Reid said.



The project features Veloso's song from that set, "You Don't Know Me," performed by a group of artists including Devendra Banhart and the recently "rediscovered" transgender songwriter 
Beverly Glenn-Copeland
, who at 80 is one of the set's oldest stars.



Another historic reference point comes from a cover of the song "Any Other Way," which became an improbable Canadian hit in the '60s for the 
soul singer and early trans performer Jackie Shane
. The Americana singer and banjo player Allison Russell recorded Shane's song for the project several months ago at Mexican Summer studios in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, in a stripped-down version, joined by the harpist Ahya Simone. "Let's make this as weird as possible," Russell said to Simone playfully at the session. She responded by adding increasingly filigreed riffs to the core song.



Jayne County, the 77-year-old pioneer of queer punk, contributed wit and energy to the project, performing a new version of her 1974 piece "Surrender Your Gender" with Kathi Wilcox of Bikini Kill and Laura Jane Grace. "Like most of my work, the song is tongue in cheek," County said in a phone interview. "It has a serious side but the humor is important because it brings people in who might have otherwise been afraid of a song that talks this way about gender. The humor also makes it easier for anyone who's struggling to accept their gender."




The harpist Ahya Simone worked on a cover of Jackie Shane's "Any Other Way" with Allison Russell.




The directness of County's song contrasts with many pieces on the set, which strike a meditative mood while employing the aesthetics of ambient music. Andre 3000's track is a 26-minute reverie, and Reid said that his participation was prompted by his desire to mirror the 
musical transformation he made
 from hip-hop to flute-dominated music on his latest album, "New Blue Sun." The contemplative tone of much of the set reflects the role the natural environment plays in many participants' music.



"In the human world, we're perceived in all these hurtful ways," Bell said. "As trans people, we often find it easier to connect to the nonhuman world around us, where there isn't that judgment."



However far-ranging and innovative the music may be, Carlin remains keenly aware that physical album sales have dwindled in the age of streaming, and the organization now focuses more on raising awareness than money. (Its biggest early releases, including "Red Hot + Blue" and "No Alternative," approached sales of 500,000; a recent tribute to Arthur Russell and "Red Hot + Free" topped 20 million streams.) On Oct. 28 the organization will issue an abridged, physical version of the set as a single LP, emphasizing the most famous participants.



"This is just a pebble in the pond," Carlin said, "but we hope the ripples will be profound."
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Collector Sues to Block Investigators From Seizing Roman Bronze



Lawyers for the collector, based in California, said the Manhattan district attorney's office did not have the jurisdiction or the evidence to support seizing the ancient statue.




The ancient, headless bronze of a male figure is the subject of dispute between New York investigators, who say it was looted, and a California collector who says he has good title to it.




By Graham Bowley and Tom Mashberg


Sep 04, 2024


A California collector has gone to court to block efforts by New York investigators to seize an ancient Roman bronze statue that they assert was looted from Turkey in the 1960s.



In a federal court filing last week in California, lawyers for the collector, Aaron Mendelsohn, 74, disputed the evidence they said investigators had presented indicating that the ancient statue of a man was stolen from an archaeological site in Turkey. The lawyers said that investigators had no jurisdiction to seize items in California and so were overstepping their authority.



It was the latest in a series of recent challenges to efforts by the Manhattan district attorney's office to seize artifacts believed to have been looted. The 
Cleveland Museum of Art
 and the 
Art Institute of Chicago
 are also engaged in legal challenges with the investigators over items with disputed histories.



In Mr. Mendelsohn's case, his lawyers have accused the investigators of using the threat of prosecution to pressure their client into giving up the statue. In addition, they have argued that by pursuing the statue in a potential criminal proceeding, the investigators can avoid the fuller disclosure and access to evidence that would have been required in civil court.



The district attorney's office "has invoked New York criminal process in an effort to intimidate Mr. Mendelsohn into relinquishing the Bronze Male, without affording Mr. Mendelsohn a legitimate opportunity to fully explore the evidence that DANY claims casts doubt on Mr. Mendelsohn's ownership or to litigate its true ownership," Marcus A. Asner, a lawyer for Mr. Mendelsohn, wrote in court papers filed in U.S. District Court for the Central District of California, Western Division.



Manhattan district attorney's office responded with a statement that said: "Our Antiquities Trafficking Unit has successfully recovered thousands of stolen antiquities that came through Manhattan from galleries, homes, and museums around the country. We will respond to this filing in court."



The statue is thought by investigators in New York and Turkey to be part of a grouping once created 
at a shrine that was built during Roman rule
, around A.D. 50 to A.D. 250, in what is today southwestern Turkey, to honor a succession of Roman emperors. Investigators say that many of the statues were stolen in the 1960s during a looting spree by villagers at the archaeological site, called Bubon.



In the past few years, as part of its investigation into Turkey's claims that artifacts were looted, the district attorney's Antiquities Trafficking Unit has returned several other statues thought to have been from the same location, 
including pieces seized
 from the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the Museum of Greek, Etruscan, and Roman Art at Fordham University, among others.



But last year the Cleveland Museum of Art went to federal court in Ohio to block the seizure of one of its premier statues, a headless bronze. Investigators believe the bronze, valued at $20 million, also came from Bubon and depicts the great Roman statesman Marcus Aurelius.



The Cleveland case is the focus of attention among lawyers waiting to see whether the outcome will limit the authority of the Manhattan prosecutors.



According to the court papers, Mr. Mendelsohn bought the statue in 2007 from a New York art dealer, Royal-Athena Galleries, for about $1.33 million.



The bronze was described by the dealer in its invoice as "ROMAN BRONZE MONUMENTAL MALE MEMBER OF THE IMPERIAL FAMILY IN HEROIC POSE." The provenance was "Said to be from Bubon, Turkey. Late 2nd -- early 3rd Century AD"; it had previously been in a Boston private collection, which had acquired it in Switzerland.



Elizabeth Marlowe, a professor at Colgate University in New York, who has advised the district attorney's office on the Bubon investigation, said the statue was one of two sold by the gallery. It was accompanied at the time, she said, by a letter from Cornelius Vermeule, then curator of classical antiquities at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, that endorsed it as having come from Bubon.



"That's significant because Vermeule was the first American scholar to start tracking the Bubon case and was the undisputed authority," she said.



Mr. Mendelsohn's lawyers said he would return the statue to Turkey if the evidence showed it had been looted.



But they wrote: "The evidence presented by DANY does not provide a sufficient basis to conclude that the Bronze Male was looted and illegally exported from Bubon in the 1960s, let alone that it originated from Bubon in the first place."



"DANY's claim of origin rests on inconsistent and incomplete historical records, unreliable testimony from a single witness about an event that happened over fifty years ago, and highly suggestive photo arrays and sequences of various bronze statues shown to that single witness," the filing said.



According to the court papers, in January, New York investigators sent Mr. Mendelsohn a request for documents and correspondence relating to the statue and summoned him by subpoena to appear before a grand jury in New York. He did not accept the subpoena and instead had his lawyers contact investigators.



In moving to seize items held by institutions or collections outside of New York, the Manhattan district attorney's office has argued that it has jurisdiction because the items had passed through, or been sold in, New York.



Out-of-state museums like the J. Paul Getty in Los Angeles and the Carnegie Museums in Pittsburgh have given up items voluntarily after the investigators presented evidence that they were stolen property that had passed through New York.



Mr. Mendelsohn's lawyers noted that the bronze statue had been in their client's possession in California for 17 years, but "the statute of limitations for criminal possession of stolen property under New York penal law is five years," meaning the opportunity for prosecution has expired. They asked the court to declare Mr. Mendelsohn the rightful owner of the statue.
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Daniel Craig Gets Explicit (and Romantic) in Luca Guadagnino's 'Queer'



At the Venice Film Festival, the star said he embraced the scenes with sexual encounters: 'If I wasn't in the movie and saw this movie, I'd want to be in it.'




Daniel Craig in Venice. He said "Queer" is the kind of explicit film that was "challenging but hopefully incredibly accessible."




By Kyle Buchanan


Sep 03, 2024


If you know 
Daniel Craig
 only as James Bond, "Queer" is liable to throw you for a loop. In this new film from Luca Guadagnino, which premiered at the 
Venice Film Festival
 on Tuesday, Craig, 56, plays a drug addict whose sexual escapades and heroin use are filmed with matter-of-fact candor.



But if you knew Craig even before he was pressed into Her Majesty's Secret Service -- when he was still an up-and-coming young actor who appeared in risky, sexually explicit films like "Love Is the Devil" and "The Mother" -- then you might guess that "Queer" is much more in line with his sensibilities than some of the big studio fare he's made recently are. At the film's Venice news conference, he all but confirmed that hunch.



"If I wasn't in the movie and saw this movie, I'd want to be in it," Craig told reporters. "It's the kind of film I want to see, I want to make, I want to be out there. They're challenging but hopefully incredibly accessible."



Adapted from the novel of the same name by 
William S. Burroughs
, "Queer" follows Lee (Craig), an American expat wasting away in Mexico City. Most of Lee's waking hours are spent pursuing some sort of high, whether that means drinking to excess in dive bars, cruising any handsome man to cross his path, or shooting up heroin while all alone in his apartment.



In his linen suits, Lee lurches through life like a well-attired zombie until he meets Allerton (Drew Starkey), a beguiling young drifter whose sexuality seems up for grabs. Does he like Lee or does he just like being liked? Allerton says awfully little, which only beguiles Lee even more. As the older man's romantic obsession grows, he entices Allerton to help him search for a drug that can supposedly induce a type of telepathy; if it can be scored, maybe he'll learn what the object of his affection is really thinking.



Written in the early 1950s but not published until 1985, the Burroughs novel is slight and scuzzy. Guadagnino takes a much different approach to the source material, building lavish sets (this Mexico City was erected at Rome's Cinecitta Studios) and imbuing the story with a sweeping romanticism.



"Daniel, in our first Zoom, was adamant that this would be a love story vaster than empires," Guadagnino said at the news conference. (A24 has picked up the film for distribution.)



Still, Lee's sexual escapades are hardly given short shrift. Before he links up with Allerton, Lee has two encounters with a hustler played by the singer 
Omar Apollo
, whose film debut is spent mostly in the nude. During those scenes and the many explicit moments of gay intimacy that follow, the man sitting next to me groaned with displeasure and murmured, "Oh, God." Then, when the end credits rolled, he booed as angrily as a ticked-off French critic at Cannes.



Craig said he was unfazed by the explicit encounters. "There's nothing intimate about filming a sex scene on a movie set," he said. "We just wanted to make it as touching and real and natural as we possibly could. We kind of had a laugh, we tried to make it fun."



Though Guadagnino has directed films like "Call Me by Your Name" and "Challengers," which are shot through with eroticism, he acknowledged that in some ways, he's an unlikely interpreter of all this sexually forward material.



"I can count on two hands the lovers I've had in my life," he said. Lee's other addictions hold little appeal for him, too: "I am a gentleman who goes to sleep very early, never takes drugs in my life, never smoked a cigarette."



Still, when it comes to his art, Guadagnino has never been afraid to take risks. The director makes films that push a little further than most, and if that charge leads Guadagnino and Craig to portray people who operate in the margins of society, it's a place they're happy to explore.



"I love the idea of seeing people and not judging them, of making sure that even the worst person is the person you identify with," he said.



Craig added: "If I was writing a part and trying to tick off things I wanted to do, this would fulfill them."
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Ms. Taddeo Goes to Hollywood



A writer's success today may be measured in film and television adaptations. Lisa Taddeo, whose book "Three Women" is now a Starz series, hates that.




Lisa Taddeo knows she's lucky to have her book adapted into a television series. "I'm also not happy," she said.




By Jessica Testa


Sep 04, 2024


Hollywood couldn't resist Lisa Taddeo's book "Three Women" when it was published in 2019.



Three women had revealed their traumas, desires and sexual histories to Ms. Taddeo, who had traversed the country for interviews 
over the course of eight years
. It was like gonzo journalism, if the gonzo journalist had gone to therapy.



A bidding war for the best seller ensued. Showtime won. It wasn't the highest offer, Ms. Taddeo said, but the synergy seemed promising; at the time, Showtime and her publisher, Simon & Schuster, shared a parent company, Paramount Global.



Three and a half years later, the network dropped a bomb. Amid its bumpy 
integration
 into the Paramount+ streaming platform, Showtime shelved the completed series, and canceled or 
offloaded
 a handful of others.



"I was told these are the breaks in Hollywood," Ms. Taddeo 
wrote on Instagram
 in January 2023. "Three Women's stories are another man's tax deductions."



It was a terrible time for Ms. Taddeo. Showtime's announcement coincided with a miscarriage, Ms. Taddeo, 44, told me this summer, sitting at her long outdoor dining table in Washington, Conn. It was one of several pregnancies she had lost over the years.



The upside was that Starz quickly rescued "Three Women." The series will finally premiere in the United States on Sept. 13. Unlike the book, the show focuses on four women, including the journalist Gia, a version of Ms. Taddeo played by the actor Shailene Woodley.



Ms. Taddeo knows she has been "lucky" -- "in air quotes," she clarified. She is a working writer who can reach new audiences and create new jobs, "and all of that is rewarding and cool," she said. But, she added, "I'm also not happy."



Lisa and Gia



In the Starz series, Gia is broke, having spent most of her six-figure book advance on fruitless reporting leads.



It's an accurate portrayal of what Ms. Taddeo's life was like at the time: Then a freelance magazine writer, Ms. Taddeo pawned jewelry and her father's Dodge Stratus to keep going. Her husband, Jackson Waite, worked at Kmart. She briefly lived in an RV.



Today, the couple lives with their 9-year-old daughter, Fox, in a Connecticut colonial-style home, purchased for just under $2 million in 2020, with a front porch so idyllic that it inspired Kirsten Dunst to comment "Your house looks so cute!" on Instagram.



It is a picture of success. And pictures can be deceiving. To maintain that success is to exist at the whims of Hollywood. To work for free until a deal materializes. To rewrite and wait and wonder whether a project will see daylight. To watch it bounce around for years, like a plastic beach ball at a concert for millionaires.



"To me, at least, more things dissolve than materialize," Ms. Taddeo said. "Every day I sit at my computer and I'm like, 'Am I going to make more money today staring at a blank page, or am I going to make more money resubmitting all the insurance claims from my ACL surgery?'"



One Monday at the family's home, which they are considering selling in order to downsize, Mr. Waite made us pastrami sandwiches. He recreated the recipe from a deli in Millburn, N.J., near Ms. Taddeo's childhood home. Her parents both died when she was in her 20s -- her father in a car accident and her mother from lung cancer.



Mr. Waite, his wife's screenwriting collaborator and co-producer, supported the idea of introducing Gia to the "Three Women" series. It seemed the only authentic way to bridge the original three stand-alone story lines: Maggie in North Dakota, bringing sexual abuse allegations against her high school teacher; Lina in Indiana, miserable in her marriage and having an affair with an ex; Sloane, in Rhode Island, whose husband watches her have sex with other people.



The women in the book were all white and mostly straight. 
Critics took note
. "These are the women who talked to me," Ms. Taddeo has said. "It wasn't for lack of trying."




From left, Lisa Taddeo, Shailene Woodley, DeWanda Wise and Laura Eason onstage during the Starz press tour for "Three Women."




In the series, Sloane is Black, written by the playwrights 
Tori Sampson
 and 
Chisa Hutchinson
 -- a composite character half-inspired by a bisexual woman from Dominica who dropped out of the book while Ms. Taddeo was reporting for it.



Ms. Woodley plays Gia with giant Carrie Bradshaw curls, ricocheting between snarling independence and throbbing sensitivity. While the performance is not an impersonation, it can be difficult to parse where Ms. Taddeo's experiences end and Gia's begin.



In the series' opening scene, Gia visits the journalist Gay Talese, played by James Naughton. She's looking for guidance from Mr. Talese, the author of "Thy Neighbor's Wife," a seminal nonfiction book about sex. (Speaking of Hollywood, those film rights were acquired in 1979 for $2.5 million, 
a record-breaking deal
; the film was never made.)



"Female writers generally don't do the same sort of work I do," Mr. Talese tells Gia, who takes some of his reporting advice, like driving across the country, but not all of it. He encourages her, with colorful language, to have sex with married men.



"Can you believe that actually happened?" Gia says in a voice-over, resentfully referring to Mr. Talese as her "idol."



It did actually happen, according to Ms. Taddeo, who wrote the episode, though the entire scene is not verbatim. "This was the cellular buildup to the book," she said. "It started in the townhouse of this man I deeply respected, who I still respect for his work."



The real Mr. Talese begged to differ. When reached by email, he said he didn't recall advising Ms. Taddeo to sleep with married men. He was "very saddened" by the "falsification" in the depiction I described to him -- and he said he didn't know he was represented in the show until he heard from me. "I did once suggest she link up with an escort service and describe her experiences," wrote Mr. Talese, 92, who worked as a massage parlor manager while reporting his book.



"I feel used by Ms. Taddeo," he added.



Ms. Taddeo, for her part, denied his denial. (And she had already been reporting on escort services.)




"I keep maybe waiting for the next shoe to drop and something else to happen where it doesn't get released," said Ms. Woodley, who plays Gia, a journalist and stand-in for Ms. Taddeo, in "Three Women."




In another scene, Gia has sex with a celebrity -- an Esquire cover star she had profiled. This also happened, Ms. Taddeo said. (If this disclosure seems shocking, consider Ms. Woodley's description of Ms. Taddeo's "heart-based" communication style: "There is a way that Lisa navigates this world that is very much on-her-sleeve, and it's very pure, and it's very honest, and there isn't any sugarcoating.")



These incidents, Ms. Taddeo explained, made her more intent on leaving New York City in 2012, when she embarked on a cross-country reporting road trip and never returned.



"As a female writer working in a man's world, especially at that time, it felt like a fun house," she said. "This is not real life, and I am not built for this type of not-real-life."



It is the same way Hollywood makes her feel now.



'How Does She Know Me?'



David Granger, a former editor of Esquire, has often told young journalists the story of how Ms. Taddeo began to write for him, he said.



She was an ambitious associate editor at Golf magazine. They had breakfast at a diner in Midtown Manhattan. Afterward, she sent Mr. Granger a novel in progress about a white-collar guy in his mid-40s.



"I read this huge chunk of it and I was like, 'How does she 
know
 me?'" Mr. Granger said, adding an expletive. "She's 20-something years old."



In 2008, he asked Ms. Taddeo to report on Heath Ledger's death. The first draft of the story didn't work, and the magazine offered her a kill fee. Ms. Taddeo asked for 24 hours to fix it.



Having spent the night smoking and crying, Ms. Taddeo said, she returned with "
The Last Days of Heath Ledger
." The story was 
based
 on her reporting, but because of the creative liberties Ms. Taddeo took -- it was written from the perspective of Mr. Ledger -- it was published as fiction.



From there, "she did a bunch of stories for us," Mr. Granger said. "And almost every time, she 
pissed somebody off
."




Ms. Taddeo, at home in Washington, Conn., founded the film and television development company All Dogs Inn with her husband, Jackson Waite. 




Her approach can be unconventional. Journalistic distance doesn't suit her process. Maggie Wilken, the only woman in "Three Women" to use her real name, described Ms. Taddeo as "family." Ms. Taddeo moved with her husband and baby to North Dakota for the book -- for Maggie, now a 33-year-old therapist in Fargo.



"I wondered, 'At what point are we done talking?'" Ms. Wilken said of that time. "'At what point does this relationship end?' To find out that it never does, that was just really special."



For her next nonfiction book, Ms. Taddeo said, she has exchanged thousands of messages about grief with strangers online.



"I feel the need to respond to almost everybody because I don't know how not to do that when someone's sad," she said. "It has given me focus again."



Ms. Taddeo 
has been open
 about living with depression, obsessive-compulsive disorder and post-traumatic stress disorder. Also: fear of abandonment, heightened anxiety over her daughter's emotional and physical safety, a disconnected feeling around gender ("I've never felt like a woman or a man," she said), and shame about all of this.



And yet, her only mental health treatment at the moment is "talking to these women who are super depressed," she said. "It makes me feel useful."



When Ms. Taddeo is not at work on the grief book, she is adapting more projects.



She has written a television pilot, potentially starring 
Vanessa Kirby
, based on "Ghost Lover," her short story about a ghostwriting service for dating messages. She has written a horror script, potentially starring 
Lizzy Caplan
, based on her experience connecting with her gynecologist on 
Ashley Madison
, a dating app for cheating.



Her short story "Lois and Varga," which was published by Granta in 2019 and centers on a yoga-teaching stripper, is in development with 
Rachel Brosnahan
. Her novel "
Animal
," was acquired by MGM and Plan B.



"I already told her I was throwing my hat in the ring for 'Animal,'" said 
Emma Roberts
, 
who also volunteered to read the audiobook. 
The novel opens
 with a woman watching her married boss-lover shoot himself.



Ms. Taddeo's projects tend to attract actresses craving complex, thorny roles. By her estimation, this has been one key to her success in Hollywood: Her characters behave badly, and bad things happen to them, but Ms. Taddeo neither judges nor coddles them. They are not victims, she said -- "we're 
all
 victims," even the worst of us.



The morning after I visited her in Connecticut, Ms. Taddeo planned to fly to Los Angeles for more project meetings, as well as some promotional work for "Three Women."



"I get off the plane and I go straight to a lunch and then a Netflix meeting," Ms. Taddeo said with some disdain. "This is not me. I'm, like, a writer."



Her dream is to write short stories, exclusively, and to teach at the University of Bath. As a child obsessed with William Shakespeare, Britain's Cotswolds region fascinated her. It is a goal she has repeated in many interviews.



"I'm just trying to do enough so I can make the dream sustainable," she said.



She gestured at her big backyard. "This is Cotswolds-like, you know," she said. The hills, the trees, the flowers. "I've never been."
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Harry Styles's Favorite Designer Returns



Also, everything else you need to know about what's happening this fashion month.








By Vanessa Friedman


Sep 04, 2024


Even in the context of end-of-summer, back-to-school Septembers, this September is going to be a doozy. Not just a return to real life, but crammed with attention-demanding events: the U.S. Open finals, the Harris-Trump debate, the Emmys (which have turned into a mini-Oscars, thanks to streaming). How will fashion month, which begins in New York this week before moving on to London, Milan and Paris, ever compete?



By accessorizing with associated content. Here's what to know about what may break through the noise.



Politics will make a model appearance.




The CFDA and Vogue are teaming up with I Am a Voter to stage a march to register voters on the first day of New York Fashion Week.




New York Fashion Week officially begins this Friday not with a glitzy kickoff cocktail or a news conference about the value of fashion to the municipal economy, but with ... a march! Yes, the Council of Fashion Designers of America and Vogue have teamed up with the nonprofit I Am a Voter to organize a nonpartisan procession conceived to suggest that voting is the best look of all. Michael Kors will be there; so will Thom Browne, Emily Bode and Tory Burch. Beginning at Herald Square and ending at Bryant Park, the former home of the fashion week tents, the event will culminate in a rally with some chic speechifying, as well as voter registration booths staffed by Voguettes.



Whether the gathering is a harbinger of more fashionable political statements will be one of the themes of the week. New York fashion stalwarts like Vera Wang, Gabriela Hearst and Aurora James have contributed merch to the Harris-Walz store through 
Designers for Democracy
. Will it make it to the runways? Watch and see.



So will fashiontainment.



The evolution of fashion into entertainment continues apace. First, Ralph Lauren is holding a show in the Hamptons, the latest in his series of this-is-my-life venues (he has a home in Montauk, N.Y.). So for one night only, Khalily Stables won't be in Bridgehampton, but in Ralphampton, a Hamptons of the mind. Still, the multihour drive there and back somewhat undermines the excitement about the affair. It is possible to take the whole "experience" concept a one-lane highway too far.



In a more accessible approach to the same idea (share the fun!), the CFDA is teaming up with Rockefeller Center to erect a 14-by-22-foot screen in the storied ice rink there that will show the ... well, shows and be open to all. After the summer's 
circus-themed KidSuper collection
 in Paris, Colm Dillane is inviting everyone to the Apollo Theater for a night of extremely well-dressed stand-up comedy. And finally, Coperni (you know, the French label that made 
Bella Hadid's spray-on dress
) will bring the whole shebang to a close on Oct. 1 with a show at Disneyland Paris. Expect Cinderella as a muse. And expect Olympians and other athletes as the hottest front-row celebrities.



There will be a city round robin ...



The phenomenon of designers taking their shows on the road continues, with Pieter Mulier of Alaia snagging the marquee slot on the first day of New York Fashion Week. Ibrahim Kamara of Off-White, normally based in Paris, is likewise heading to New York. Gabriela Hearst is going in the opposite direction and moving over to Paris. Ditto Ganni, which is stepping up from relatively quiet Copenhagen to the City of Light, a sign of its more global ambitions.



London Fashion Week is stepping into the spotlight with a celebration of its 40th birthday, complete with a retrospective exhibition, a bash at 10 Downing Street (the new British prime minister, Keir Starmer, may not be known for his snappy dress, but he recognizes the economic impact of the shows) and a finale blowout party called Icons that promises LFW names old and new, as well as archival looks from famous shows past.



And one big designer debut.




Alessandro Michele, the former creative director of Gucci, on the Venice Film Festival red carpet in September 2022.




Despite all the designer openings at big fashion houses that have sent the rumor mill into overdrive, many houses are still without a chief designer. As a result, Chanel and Dries Van Noten are showing team collections; Givenchy and Tom Ford (which named Haider Ackermann the new creative director on Sept. 4) are sitting out the season. Also not showing: Maison Margiela, which has not held a runway event since 
the break-the-internet couture
 show in January. Still, that is not likely to quiet the speculation about where its designer John Galliano may go next.



It does mean, however, that all eyes will be on 
Alessandro Michele's
 first show as the creative director of Valentino, judging whether the lightning he brought to Gucci can strike twice. Though Mr. Michele offered a sneak peek in the form of a precollection in June, this will be the real test of just how much of his maximalist aesthetic (he once sent models down the runway toting replicas of their own heads) will reappear at the house a red ruffle built.



Will it simply be Gucci 2.0, or does Mr. Michele have a big new idea to bring to the label? Will Mr. Michele BFFs, Jared Leto and Harry Styles, be in the audience? V-Day is Sept. 29.
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Seashell Art Is Shedding Its Kitschy Reputation



No longer confined to beachy souvenir shops, works encrusted with oysters and mussels are showing up in galleries and interiors.








By Laura Bannister


Sep 04, 2024


Few symbols of death enchant like seashells, the calcified exoskeletons of mollusks, washed ashore after their tenants' demise. Often lustrous and intricately patterned, shells have served as passports, currency, navigation aids, jewelry and decoration. 
In Renaissance Italy
, for instance, they were used to adorn artificial grottos built on the grounds of prominent villas, including those of the Medicis. These heavily adorned faux caves -- often outfitted with hidden water spouts, stalactites, glass gems and sculptures of mermaids and other mythical sea dwellers -- provided refuge from summer heat and counterpoints to the formal gardens that surrounded them. Later, in Victorian Britain, shell mania boomed among the general public as the empire expanded into tropical regions. Women integrated their collections into handicrafts, affixing them to picture frames and boxes and creating shell bouquets. In the time since, shells have remained on the fringes of contemporary art and decor, largely deemed kitsch and relegated to coastal souvenir shops. But now -- amid renewed appreciation for organic media in art-making and a climate crisis that renders ocean life ever more precious -- artists are once again embracing the shell as both a raw material and muse.



The work of several such creators will be featured in "
Objects for a Heavenly Cave
,"
 
an exhibition at Marta gallery in Los Angeles, which runs from Sept. 7 through Oct. 12. The show's curator, Krista Mileva-Frank, 28, a design historian currently pursuing her Ph.D. at M.I.T., asked 13 artists and collectives to consider how the legacy of the Renaissance grotto might extend to their own work. Among the responses: a cast and welded bronze candelabra by the Los Angeles-based metal artist James Naish, which teems with whorling snail shells, and the London-based artist Emma Witter's talismanic goblets
, 
which fuse oyster shells with copper, metallic pigment and faux pearls. "Oyster shells, in particular, fascinate me," says Witter, 35, referring to them as "natural treasure boxes, with their protective shieldlike exterior and sensual lining of pearl nacre." Mileva-Frank hopes the show will encourage audiences to consider the relationship between art and nature and to contend with their own limited agency in an era of climate disaster. "In our smooth-edged digital world, the appeal of organic, textured shells is not only that they teach us how to look," she says, "but how to engage our other senses."



Elsewhere, designers and artists are using shells to make everything from dainty, intricate decorative objects to highly embellished, room-size lairs. In the Orkney Islands, off the coast of Scotland, the textile artist Jane Haselden culls leaves from local gardens to weave cocoons around shells that she finds along the shore. The resulting palm-size ornaments feel like tiny tidal jewels. The British sculptor Alice Channer, 47, meanwhile, loads steel carousels used for aluminum-coating car headlights with vacuum-metalized crab shells that appear both precious and mass-produced, their knobbly forms catching the light. And the Sussex, England-based artist Tess Morley, 51, has an ongoing series of shell-covered grotesques: impudent faces reminiscent of the vegetable-filled portraits of the 16th-century Milanese artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo crossed with 19th-century Bajan sailor's valentines.



But perhaps no other shellworker has been as prolific as the English artist Blott Kerr-Wilson, 61, who's currently constructing a life-size grotto for a private client on the Isle of Jersey. Kerr-Wilson first came to the attention of design lovers in 1993, when The World of Interiors
 
ran an image of the artist -- then a student at Goldsmiths College -- reclining in the bathtub of her London council flat. Every inch of visible wall was studded with tidal matter, hand-laid and frozen in concrete: rows of slim jackknife clams; scallops stained with pinkish bands; spiraled, gleaming turrets. Most she had gathered from beaches in Margate, about 75 miles southeast of London,
 
filling her car with flotsam washed up by a hurricane. (She'd also amassed mussels discarded by a local restaurant, though British food-waste laws no longer permit this.) The bathroom won the publication's best D.I.Y. room competition that year and, this past May, Kerr-Wilson's current shell-encrusted lavatory, in her Norfolk bungalow, was featured on the magazine's cover. The whole space is an iridescent, 3-D mural. Strange birds sport crab claw crests, their plumage wrought from orange pectin shells. They perch atop tree branches cast in pheasant shells and abalone. "When you say you work with seashells, people think you get a pebble, you add some shells and funny eyes on," Kerr-Wilson says. "Very few people imagine the sort of shellwork I do."
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Her Nose Sees and Feels Scents



Christine Nagel, the head perfumer at Hermes, has synesthesia, a neurological condition that mixes the senses.




Christine Nagel spent almost a decade developing a new perfume that Hermes is releasing in September.




By Chantel Tattoli


Aug 30, 2024


Christine Nagel, the head perfumer at Hermes, works from an office on the ninth floor of the luxury brand's headquarters near the Elysee Palace in Paris. Occupying part of the space is a laboratory with a scale, along with refrigerators where ingredients are stored.



Ms. Nagel has a background in organic chemistry and has confected dozens of perfumes for multiple brands. Her favorites fall into a category known as chypre, fragrances that traditionally have citrus top notes, floral centers and base notes of patchouli and oak moss.



She has created some 20 chypre perfumes; her most recent, for Hermes, was in development for about a decade. Most other fragrances that Ms. Nagel has made, by contrast, have taken a couple of years to complete.



"For this one, I really took my time," Ms. Nagel said, while sitting in her office on an afternoon in July. She spoke in French through an interpreter.



Ms. Nagel, who is in her 60s and lives in Paris, began developing the perfume not long after she started working at Hermes in 2014. It is the first chypre perfume to be released by the brand since it started selling fragrances in 1951.



"When I arrived, I told myself, 'One day, you'll make them a chypre," Ms. Nagel said.



Bergamot oranges from the Calabria region of southwest Italy -- plucked when the fruits were still green -- were a source of the perfume's citrus notes, and its floral elements included components derived from lilies native to forests in Madagascar.



"I'm very curious," said Ms. Nagel, whose process for developing perfumes includes reading scientific journals and talking with researchers. "I pick out what I want to work with from all that breadth of information."



"I am interested in what's in the natural world as well as biotechnology," added Ms. Nagel, who began her career working in a lab focusing on research and development for 
Firmenich
, a Swiss fragrance and flavor manufacturer.



Some of the perfume's patchouli notes came from akigalawood, a synthetic ingredient that Ms. Nagel described as "basically a biotech patchouli." Since its introduction in the 2010s, akigalawood has been used in perfumes for other luxury brands: Comme des Garcons's "Blackpepper," Prada's "Miracle of the Rose" and Issey Miyake's "Le Sel d'Issey," among others.



Oak moss, a musty-smelling lichen, has historically been one of the four main components of a chypre perfume. But in recent years, the International Fragrance Association, a regulatory agency, and other groups have placed restrictions on use of the ingredient, which was found to include irritants that could cause rashes.



Ms. Nagel, who described the smell of oak moss as "humid," said she wasn't interested in using it. Instead, she used an ingredient derived from toasted oak wood.



"It smells almost like rum," Ms. Nagel said with a smile. "Like rhum arrange
,
" she added, referring to a flavored version of the liquor.



The perfume, "Barenia," shares a name with the calf leather that Hermes uses to produce 
Birkin bags
. Someone once described the leather to Ms. Nagel as a material "that caresses you back as you touch it," she said, a tactile property that reminded her of how the new fragrance seemed "so close to the skin" after applied.



Ms. Nagel has 
synesthesia
, a neurological condition that mixes the senses. Other perfumers who have it include 
Frederic Malle
, 
Dawn Goldworm
 and 
David Moltz
 of D.S. & Durga.



Synesthesia affects a small percentage of the global population: less than 5 percent, according to 
some
 
estimates
. People with it might say they hear colors or taste sounds. In Ms. Nagel's case, she sees and feels scents.



When it came time to name the new perfume, she knew exactly what to call it. "This definitely is Barenia," she said.
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A Stanley Tumbler You Can Wear?



A new Halloween costume from Target inspired by a popular reusable cup perpetuates the zeitgeistification of a holiday that once belonged almost entirely to children.








By Gina Cherelus


Aug 30, 2024


It's officially Labor Day weekend. Next week, many will say farewell to summer and hello to September. A month after that, it will be the first of October and the autumnal vibes will be in high gear. And at that point, there will be only a few weeks until Halloween.



Put another way: It's basically Halloween. And in furtherance of the pop-culturization of the holiday, Target has kicked off the season with a Stanley tumbler-inspired costume for all ages, a nod to the 
social-media-famous
 reusable drinking cup that will undeniably go down as one of 
the "it" water bottles
 of our times.



According to the 
Target website
, the "Tumbley Cup" costume features a collapsible blue vinyl body with metallic-colored trim and logo, an attached handle and straw, and holes for the wearer's hands. The costume, which is said to fit most adults and children ages 8 and up, is being sold for $35.



This latest zeitgeisty offering, which the retailer started selling last month, is further evidence of the shift in how people have come to celebrate Halloween in recent years. No longer focusing just on ghosts, witches and other classic avatars of spookiness, the holiday -- especially as it exists online -- can feel as if it's less about kids trick-or-treating, and more about adults taking cues from social media to create ironic and clever costumes to share on their timelines.



In a 2022 article in 
The Atlantic
, the writer Faith Hill argued that what makes the holiday so appealing to adults is that it's an opportunity to stop taking themselves so seriously and have more pointless fun: "When everyone is wearing a dumb outfit and surrounded by tacky decorations, you all withhold judgment together," she wrote.



And the merriment continues to manifest online. Many millennials have 
described
 buying Halloween items for the express purpose of including them in social media posts.



Will the internet see costumes in 
bright "Brat" green
 this year? Almost certainly. Someone might also find a way to imagine a "Hawk Tuah Girl" costume, inspired by the 
viral onomatopoeia catchphrase
. And when it comes to being 
"very demure, very mindful,"
 the possibilities are endless.



The Target tumbler cup costume origin is listed simply as "imported" and the garment is made of 100 percent polyester, which doesn't inspire much confidence in its quality. One reviewer on the company's website described the item as "cute but cheap looking" because of the materials used and how it is packaged, which made it "extremely crinkly."



"I have not yet figured out how to make it look more like the photo," the customer wrote online this week. "The 'straw' piece is bent out of shape so bad I can't get it to stand up right, and the white rim of the top of the cup is crinkled and will not hold its form."



Although the costume might not have the same durability as the popular stainless steel cups, it might just be a hit among the millions of consumers who are sporting the best-selling drinking vessel across the country.



Target's version not the first Stanley Cup-inspired costume. A 
content creator on TikTok
 constructed a similar look in 2022 using large trash bins painted pink and other materials to construct the straw and the handle. Her video highlighting the creation 
was also shared
 by the Stanley brand. The company did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Friday.
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