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Election 2024 live updates: Trump delivering economic speech; Harris heading to Pittsburgh for debate prep
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Jeff Stein, Jessica Ogilvie, Matt Viser, Perry Stein, Abigail Hauslohner, Philip Bump, Laura Vozzella, Salvador Rizzo, Spencer Hsu, Rachel Weiner, Keith L. Alexander, Tyler Pager, Robyn Dixon, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Abbie Cheeseman, Meryl Kornfield | 2024-09-05
Former president Donald Trump is speaking  at the Economic Club of New York. During the speech Thursday, he endorsed a government spending commission that could give Elon Musk broad responsibilities for auditing federal spending and regulations. Trump is scheduled to appear remotely later before a gathering in Las Vegas of the Republican Jewish Coalition. Vice President Kamala Harris plans to head to Pittsburgh, where aides say she will spend several days preparing for Tuesday's presidential debate with Trump. Harris has not advertised any public campaign events Thursday.
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Trump backs plan that would give Elon Musk broad role in U.S. policymaking
The GOP presidential nominee is endorsing a commission that could give Musk responsibilities for auditing federal spending and regulations. 
By Marianne LeVine, Jeff Stein, Trisha Thadani | 2024-09-05

From left, Kevin Plank of Under Armour, Elon Musk of SpaceX and Wendell P. Weeks of Corning listen to then-President Donald Trump during a White House meeting with business leaders on Jan. 23, 2017. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


NEW YORK -- Former president Donald Trump formally endorsed a government spending commission that could give Elon Musk broad responsibilities for auditing federal spending and regulations -- a move that reflects a tightening political alliance between the two men with less than nine weeks left until Election Day.
Trump's advisers have discussed the commission for months, and Musk has publicly expressed interest in it on X, the social media platform he owns. Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, expressed his support during a speech in New York on Thursday.
"This commission will develop an action plan to totally eliminate fraud and improper payments within six months," Trump said.
Trump said the new commission would save "trillions of dollars -- trillions. It's massive. For the same service we have right now." Budget experts have said it is possible a commission could identify tens of billions or possibly hundreds of billions of dollars in government spending cuts, but that it is not credible to imagine the commission cutting trillions of dollars without severely affecting federal services.
Trump said Musk has "agreed to head the task force" and credited him for the recommendation of the panel. Musk didn't immediately respond to a request for comment.
Musk, who is also a Tesla and Space X executive, endorsed the former president after he was slightly wounded in an attempted assassination in Butler, Pa. Musk has used his social media platform to try to help Trump in ways that have prompted concern from some critics. He recently attacked Trump's rival, Vice President Kamala Harris, and posted a fake image depicting Harris as a communist, echoing Trump's disparaging nickname for her, "Comrade Kamala." He falsely claimed in a message accompanying the fabricated image: "Kamala vows to be a communist dictator on day one. Can you believe she wears that outfit!?"
The image appeared to violate X's own policies on manipulated content, which state that any "media that is significantly and deceptively altered, manipulated, or fabricated" must either be labeled or removed. Days after sharing the image, however, Musk's original post was still circulating, with nearly 83 million views Thursday.
The close alliance between a major-party presidential nominee and the owner of an influential social media platform stands out, particularly this close to an election and with Musk embroiled in recent controversies. Musk's allies have also poured millions into America PAC, a pro-Trump super PAC.
Musk helped create the super PAC, which had raised $8.7 million as of June 30, according to public filings. Donors include wealthy business executives, such as former Tesla board member Antonio Gracias, Palantir co-founder and Austin-based tech investor Joe Lonsdale, and Sequoia Capital investor Shaun Maguire.
Musk's growing role in Trump's orbit reflects his broader move to the right, a tack that has sometimes involved promoting fringe conspiracy theories. This past week, Musk posted and then deleted a post referencing an interview that Tucker Carlson did with podcaster Darryl Cooper. That interview received widespread backlash after Cooper promoted falsehoods about World War II and the Nazis.
Now, the growing ties between Musk and Trump are set to be cemented through a governing body that would likely put Musk at the center of U.S. policymaking, if Trump wins a second term. Despite potential conflicts of interest with his sprawling business empire, Musk would either chair or help lead an independent commission that would comb through thousands of federal programs and formally recommend which ones to cut, according to the plan long discussed by Trump and many of his top advisers. Cuts to government spending would likely need congressional approval, but cuts to government regulations could often be at least attempted by Trump unilaterally, should he win the 2024 election.
Trump advisers have for months eyed the commission as a way to publicly identify billions of dollars of unnecessary federal spending, reprising an idea from the Reagan administration. The plan has gained traction among Trump advisers as the former president has embraced increasingly aggressive plans to approve trillions of dollars in new tax cuts with no clear proposal for how to pay for them. (Budget experts say the commission could identify hundreds of billions of dollars in cuts, but the former president's tax cuts would likely still increase the national debt, even with new revenue from his plan to massively increase tariff duties.)
Trump aide Brian Hughes told reporters before Trump's speech on Thursday that Musk "has literally made history-changing work," building more efficient systems and that the former president is excited by the possibility of appointing the Tesla CEO to the position.
"How that commission ultimately gets staffed and directed is yet to come but what I think you'll hear today is a reaffirmation that President Trump loves the idea and will work with Mr. Musk and others to ensure that we have it in place and really analyze the functionality of our government," Hughes said.
In a post on X Thursday, Musk said he looks forward to "serving America if the opportunity arises."
"No pay, no title, no recognition is needed," said in a message to his roughly 196 million followers, referencing the commission.
But Musk's companies have received billions of dollars in federal contracts and other subsidies, and he has been critical of the regulatory push from federal agencies under President Joe Biden. Under Biden, the Justice Department and the Securities and Exchange Commission have advanced investigations into Tesla's marketing of its driver-assistance technologies. Musk has also been critical of Biden's electric vehicle subsidies, which he has said benefit his competitors more than Tesla.
Steve Moore, who pitched the former president on the idea, said Musk would be "absolutely perfect" to run the commission. Among the other names that could be considered for the commission are Fred Smith, the former CEO of FedEx, and Robert Nardelli, the former CEO of Home Depot, said two people familiar with the idea, who spoke on the condition of anonymity.
Last month, Musk hosted a conversation with Trump on X that was initially marred by technical errors. The conversation, described as "unscripted with no limits on subject matter" mainly stuck to topics that Trump appeared comfortable with. Musk praised the former president for his response to the attempted assassination, telling him, "You can't fake bravery under such circumstances."
Trump asked Musk last year if he was interested in purchasing Truth Social. Musk reinstated Trump on the X platform in 2022, after the former president was banned following the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol. While Trump has posted on the site occasionally, he still primarily uses Truth Social.
Stein reported from Washington and Thadani from San Francisco.
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Hunter Biden offers plea in tax case, in effort to avoid second trial
The president's son proposed an Alford plea, in which he maintains he is innocent but acknowledges the evidence would likely result in a guilty verdict.
By Jessica Ogilvie, Matt Viser, Perry Stein | 2024-09-05

Hunter Biden and his wife, Melissa Cohen Biden, arrive in federal court on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Jae C. Hong/AP)


LOS ANGELES -- President Joe Biden's son Hunter tried to resolve his federal tax case Thursday morning as jury selection was about to begin, offering an Alford plea in which he maintains he is innocent but acknowledges that the prosecution's evidence would likely result in a guilty verdict.
Prosecutors said they needed to confer about the proposal, which they had not been told of in advance. U.S. District Judge Mark Scarsi adjourned the court proceedings until 11 a.m. Pacific time so that prosecutors could negotiate with Biden's attorneys.
Special counsel David Weiss charged Biden last year on nine tax-related counts, accusing him of failing to pay at least $1.4 million in federal taxes from 2016 through 2019. Three charges were felonies and six were misdemeanors. They include failing to file and pay taxes, tax evasion and filing false tax returns.
Weiss separately charged Biden last year with three felony gun counts in Delaware. A jury convicted Biden on all three charges in June, and he is scheduled for sentencing in November.
The indictments came after a lengthy investigation into Biden's business dealings while his father was vice president, which Republican lawmakers and former president Donald Trump have tried to use as evidence of corruption within the Biden family. No evidence has surfaced publicly to suggest any wrongdoing by Joe Biden.
The younger Biden has said he has undergone treatment for addiction and is no longer using drugs. While his addiction to crack cocaine was a central theme of his gun trial, the Los Angeles case is expected to delve into Biden's lavish spending and sex life during that period -- much of which he chronicled in his 2021 memoir. Among the accusations laid out in the nine-count indictment is that Biden wrote off money he paid sex workers as business expenses on his tax forms.
An Alford plea, named after a case North Carolina v. Alford, is a way for a defendant to register a formal admission of guilt toward charges they are facing while simultaneously maintaining their innocence. Such pleas must be accepted by the judge and prosecutors, and it is relatively rare for the Justice Department to approve them.
United States attorneys are only able to consent to Alford pleas "in the most unusual of circumstances" and consult with top officials at the Department of Justice before doing so, according to federal prosecution guidelines.
Biden's attorney, Abbe Lowell, made the motion Thursday morning. Opening arguments were expected to start Monday, after a jury was seated.
Political interest in Hunter Biden's legal troubles has waned somewhat since his father dropped out of the upcoming presidential race. But the trial still loomed large for the close-knit Biden family. The younger Biden had agreed to a plea deal on both the gun and tax charges last summer, but that deal fell apart over questions about Biden's immunity from any possible future charges.
The president, who has made clear he thinks the criminal charges against his son are politically motivated, has said emphatically that he does not plan to pardon Hunter Biden's criminal convictions. Some of his son's allies hope he will change his mind, and issue a pardon after the November election.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Blinken visits Haiti in show of U.S. support for struggling government
Secretary of State Antony Blinken's trip to Haiti comes amid concerns that a policing mission has struggled to dent the country's gang violence.
By Michael Birnbaum, Widlore Merancourt | 2024-09-05

Secretary of State Antony Blinken arrived in Haiti on Thursday, becoming the most senior U.S. official to visit the country since its most recent plunge into violence and political turmoil. (Kevin Mohatt/AFP/Getty Images)


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti -- The top U.S. diplomat arrived in the struggling nation of Haiti on Thursday, in an unusual attempt to boost the country's interim leader and deliver a message of support for a U.S.-backed international policing mission that has so far failed to make a significant impact against the gangs that have seized control of most of the capital, Port-au-Prince.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken more often visits countries where the United States can deliver a clear message of hope and assistance. In Haiti, the narrative is far less crystalline, and observers and political activists say the country may be at its most fragile in years. Interim prime minister Garry Conille has been in office since June, and analysts say he has so far failed to deliver badly needed stability. A Kenya-led policing mission that began this summer, meanwhile, has been plagued by miscommunication and is understaffed and underfunded, observers say.
Haiti plunged into chaos after the 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moise, throwing the country's already weak institutions into disarray and opening the door to armed gangs to take over increasingly large parts of Port-au-Prince, ports and other critical areas inside the country. Now the paramilitary groups control about 80 percent of the capital. Earlier this year, they shut down the country's main airport while then-Prime Minister Ariel Henry was on a diplomatic trip abroad, eventually forcing his resignation.
"This is a crucial moment in Haiti," Brian Nichols, assistant secretary of state for Western Hemisphere affairs, told reporters ahead of the visit. "We're seeing that forward movement on the security side that we've long waited for. But we also need to see progress on the political side, and engaging the transitional presidential council, the prime minister and Haiti's political parties is a priority for the secretary to make sure that progress towards elections moves forward."
Coming two months ahead of the U.S. presidential election, the trip is a gamble for Blinken, who, though he steers clear of domestic politics, risks calling attention to an unresolved international challenge that, if mismanaged, could lead to a flood of migration. Elections have not been held in the Caribbean nation of 12 million since 2016. About 578,000 people, roughly 5 percent of the population, have been displaced by violence, according to the United Nations. In the first half of the year, at least 3,884 Haitians were killed or injured in the fighting, the United Nations said.
"The fragility of the country, you can't exaggerate it. And the incapacity of the government to do anything of significance to change the situation is unfortunately very high," said Robert Fatton, a Haitian-born scholar of Haitian politics at the University of Virginia. "I don't know what is going to be the result of the trip except that the U.S. will show that it supports Conille and money will be given, but that is still kind of a containment strategy."
Blinken is the highest-ranking U.S. official to visit Haiti since one of his predecessors, John F. Kerry, traveled to the country in 2015.

Kenyan security personnel have been working to restore order in Port-au-Prince, Haiti's capital. (Jean Feguens Regala/Reuters)


The United States has a long and tortured record of interventions in Haiti, the Western Hemisphere's poorest country. It retains significant political influence in Haiti, but its history also shadows any effort to bolster security here. President Joe Biden has ruled out any deployment of U.S. troops.
Instead, his administration led an effort to build an international policing mission after Haitian leaders requested assistance in October 2022, but it has struggled to get countries to sign on. About 400 Kenyan police officers finally deployed in July and are expected soon to be joined by Jamaican police forces.
The Biden administration has pledged $360 million toward the mission, including equipment such as armored MRAP vehicles initially developed for Iraq and Afghanistan.

A man walks near armored vehicles used by Kenyan police in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Wednesday. (Odelyn Joseph/AP)


But the initial deployment of Kenyan forces has so far failed to quell the violence, observers say, amid concerns that the African officers speak neither French nor Creole and a growing perception among Haitians that they are unwilling to put themselves at risk to push back on the gangs.
"There's a perception that they're not doing anything," said James Beltis, an activist and one of the founders of an anti-corruption group, "Nou pap domi," or "We aren't sleeping."
U.S. officials have indicated an openness to seeking U.N. approval for a peacekeeping mission -- though many Haitians have bad memories of a U.N. mission that ran from 2004 to 2017 and was linked to sexual violence and a cholera epidemic that killed 10,000 people.
After Thursday's trip to Haiti, Blinken plans to travel to the Dominican Republic, where a newly reelected government recently allowed the United States to seize the plane of Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro.
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Trump falls back on his I'm-rubber-you're-glue campaign approach
In a pseudo-town-hall discussion with his friend Sean Hannity, Trump offered flailing defenses of his candidacy.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-05

Former president Donald Trump chats with Fox News broadcaster Sean Hannity after a town hall in Harrisburg, Pa., on Wednesday. (Mandel Ngan/AFP/Getty Images)


If you haven't watched Sean Hannity interview Donald Trump, it's hard to overstate how sycophantic the entire effort is. The Fox News host is an old friend and ally of Trump's, and no part of his sit-downs with the Republican presidential nominee would provide evidence to the contrary. At one point in their discussion Wednesday night, the raucous, pro-Trump audience there for what was billed as a "town hall" erupted into boisterous cheers of support for Trump.
"This is a very tough interview," Hannity said in response, an apparent admission that it was anything but.
As a result, Hannity's interviews rarely generate anything new or newsworthy. They are Trump rallies with a Fox News branding. When news is made, it tends to be of the sort that Trump makes at his campaign events: He says something that raises eyebrows because he's comfortable enough with the venue to offer his unvarnished thoughts.
What was striking about Trump's conversation with Hannity on Wednesday, though, was the extent to which his rhetoric has once again devolved into an effort to accuse his opponent of things of which he himself is guilty.
"This is a woman who is dangerous," he said at one point of Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee. "I don't think [she's] too smart, but let's see. But she loses her train of thought a lot."
That was why Harris "doesn't do interviews," he continued. "Can you imagine her doing an interview like this or like any of them?"
That train-of-thought line, though? That is ... quite an indictment for Trump to make.
"We had a good debate, and it was a fair debate, and he was down like 18 or 19 points after the debate," he said about 30 seconds later, making a false claim about how President Joe Biden fared in the June debate the two of them had when Biden was still running. Then he said, "And I hate mosquitoes."
In fairness, he was apparently being pestered by a bug when he said it. But there were plenty of other examples of Trump beginning a thought before being derailed over the course of an hour -- and plenty of other examples of Trump leveling criticisms against Harris that had been applied against him and his campaign.
For example, he said of Harris's running mate, Gov. Tim Walz (D), that "there's something weird with that guy."
Walz, of course, famously applied that label to Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio).
"He's a weird guy," Trump continued. "JD is not weird. He's a solid rock. I happen to be a very solid rock. We're not weird. We're other things perhaps, but we're not weird. But he is a weird guy. He walks on the stage. There's something wrong with that guy."
He kept going, even as Hannity attempted to interject with a question about Harris. The effect was similar to Trump's awkward rejoinder to Hillary Clinton in the third presidential debate of the 2016 election cycle. When she described him as a "puppet" of Russian President Vladimir Putin, Trump replied, "No puppet. No puppet. You're the puppet!"
Trump, you see, was rubber, while Clinton was glue. Speaking to Hannity, Trump (not for the first time) claimed that "nobody was tougher with Russia than me."
The effort to rebound "weird" against Walz, incidentally, came right after Trump celebrated that Walz's brother had publicly offered Trump his endorsement. Meanwhile, Trump's niece Mary L. Trump has created something of a career out of opposing her uncle.
There are other recent examples. When his campaign faced criticism for filming campaign material at Arlington National Cemetery -- and for allegedly tussling with a cemetery staffer -- Trump attempted to accuse Harris of "politicizing" the cemetery event.
He also criticized Harris recently, saying that "the way she treated Mike Pence was horrible." Trump is running with Vance this time around because Pence, his former vice president, broke with Trump after Trump attempted to get Pence to subvert the 2020 election results, leading to threats on Pence's life on Jan. 6, 2021.
Speaking to Hannity, Trump also reiterated another rubber-and-glue claim related to the Capitol riot: that Biden's decision to step aside was a "coup" against him. This bit of rhetoric has the obvious goal of drawing equivalence between Harris's ascent and Trump's efforts to retain power after his 2020 loss. Not necessarily because he expects people to believe it, certainly, but at least in hopes that they will perhaps view his own actions in a less dire light.
That's the pattern here. Not just the steady stream of false claims Trump presented to Hannity (yielding cheers from the crowd and nods from the host), but that any attack on Trump that lands is muted or muffled by an equal-and-opposite attack on his opponents. Doesn't have to be convincing. Just has to muddy the water.
And there is no better place to do that than during a campaign event. Even one with occasional breaks for Fox News's advertisers to promote their products.
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A new reminder that Russian interference was never a 'hoax'
It just succeeded in a way that Russia could never have predicted.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-05

Then-President Donald Trump meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin at the Group of 20 summit in Hamburg on July 7, 2017. (Evan Vucci/AP)


Ten years ago, two Russian nationals, Aleksandra Krylova and Anna Bogacheva, spent a month touring the United States. Their itinerary included stops across the country: New York, Louisiana, California, Colorado. But their focus was not simply a tourist's curiosity. They were employees of a new agency that had decided to "spread distrust towards the candidates and the [American] political system in general," as a subsequent federal indictment alleged. They were here to get a feel for how that might work.
The branch of that effort in which Krylova and Bogacheva participated -- the effort to amplify disinformation and controversy on social media -- had no demonstrable effect on the 2014 or 2016 elections. The other component of Russia's 2016 effort -- the release of material stolen from a senior adviser to the Democratic candidate -- may have. But the Russian effort was nonetheless an enormous success, as reflected in new federal documents articulating how that ongoing effort has evolved.
On Wednesday, the Justice Department published an indictment targeting two employees of RT, the media entity controlled by the Russian government that was formerly known as Russia Today. With RT banned after Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022, those employees allegedly funneled $10 million to a U.S.-based media company to have a platform for content they wanted to share. The spending included contracts with well-known social media personalities who created videos for the company that expanded its general audience.
Federal prosecutors also revealed on Thursday that they had seized a number of internet domains that were part of an effort to "covertly spread Russian government propaganda with the aim of reducing international support for Ukraine, bolstering pro-Russian policies and interests, and influencing voters in U.S. and foreign elections," according to the Justice Department. That announcement documented several proposed prongs of an ongoing influence effort, including one focused on social media content.
Unsurprisingly, both efforts aligned with America's political right. The company appears to have been Tenet Media, which published videos from popular right-wing commentators such as Tim Pool and Benny Johnson. The documentation for the broader influence effort, referred to as "Doppelganger," explicitly indicates an effort to aid Republicans and the right.
One document details the "Good Old USA Project," perhaps a reference to the Republican Party's informal nickname or to party nominee Donald Trump's campaign slogan. Though the party identity and candidate are redacted, it specifies that the intent is to "secure victory of a [Political Party A] candidate ([Candidate A] or one of his current internal party opponents) at the US Presidential elections to be held in November of 2024." Elsewhere, though, the identities are made obvious: Political Party B is described as being in power and seeking to "maintain the current foreign policy priorities" while Party A -- the Republicans -- are "in opposition" but "have been criticizing these priorities."
That's more obvious in another document, delineating a "Guerrilla Media Campaign" in the United States.
"We believe that supporters of the [U.S. Political Party B] are left-wing and far-left globalists who advocate for perversion of traditional moral and religious values," it reads, including the DOJ's redactions, "while supporters of the [U.S. Political Party A] are normal people whose priority is to preserve traditions of the American way of life."
The document articulates the concerns of members of Political Party A, the Republicans, and suggests that they "should be exploited in the course of an information campaign" in the United States.
It's been somewhat forgotten over the eight years since Russia's interference effort was first revealed, but amplifying division in this way was the effort's initial intent. The desired outcome wasn't necessarily to ensure anyone's election but, instead, to stoke and heighten internal conflicts in the United States. It wasn't that Russian actors were injecting new, divisive narratives into the national conversation. It was that they were doing what they could to increase the volume around those narratives.
The indictment of the RT employees alleges how that worked in the more recent effort. "Many of the videos published by U.S. Company-1'' -- apparently Tenet -- "contain commentary on events and issues in the United States, such as immigration, inflation, and other topics related to domestic and foreign policy." Even when not specifically pro-Russian, boosting this content was "consistent with the Government of Russia's interest in amplifying U.S. domestic divisions to weaken U.S. opposition to core Government of Russia interests, such as its ongoing war in Ukraine."
Central to the effort, the new documents suggest, is the issue that Russia focused on back in 2014: race. Among the states with the most targeted social media activity before Trump's election was Missouri, the state where the Black Lives Matter movement found its footing after the shooting of Michael Brown in Ferguson.
"It is important that '[U.S. Political Party B]' are also people of color and supporters of 'affirmative action' and 'reverse discrimination', i.e. infringement on the rights of the white population of the United States," the "Guerrilla Media Campaign" document notes, "while [U.S. Political Party A] are the victims of discrimination by people of color." Among the topics that should be highlighted to stoke division, it continued, were "privileges for people of color, perverts and disabled."
Where the Russians got lucky was in Trump's response to the 2016 effort. His sympathy for Russia and for Russian President Vladimir Putin was obvious well before Election Day that year. (In retrospect, it's probably not a coincidence that Russia's efforts in 2014 followed surprisingly sympathetic responses from prominent Republicans after Russia's initial Ukraine incursion that year.) It was Trump's vanity, though, that proved most useful to the Russians.
In the weeks after the election, reporting slowly began to detail what Russia had been up to. Having won the electoral vote but lost the popular vote, Trump was sensitive about any suggestion that his victory wasn't a mandate proving his popularity. So he forcefully rejected the idea that Russia had aided his campaign, though reporting (and common sense) suggested that this had become one of the country's aims. He even repeatedly rejected the idea that Russia had tried to interfere in the election at all.
The issue lingered because of a federal investigation seeking to determine whether people on Trump's campaign or the candidate himself had worked with the Russian actors. Some had: His son and campaign chairman met with a Russian attorney who promised dirt on Trump's opponent; that same campaign manager later passed internal polling data to a person linked by a bipartisan Senate investigation to Russian intelligence. It also documented the breadth of Russia's influence effort, including that trip taken by Krylova and Bogacheva a decade ago. But the investigation was ultimately unable to prove direct coordination between Trump and Russian actors.
Trump proclaimed this to be a complete exoneration, proof that (as he had claimed since early 2017) the Russia probe was "a hoax." Over the years, he and his allies responded to any report about Russia's efforts with this same simplistic rejoinder: All that Russia stuff was a hoax! This narrative was helped by occasions on which commentators on the left embraced dubious or debunked claims (like that there was a nefarious connection between Trump's company and a Russian bank, which there wasn't). But it was more broadly a catchall aimed at waving away any claim about Russian activity as a Democratic fever dream.
The new indictment reinforces that it wasn't. Russia began trying to influence American politics a decade ago, ultimately finding a sympathetic ally in  Trump. Now, instead of trying to make fake personalities who can elevate contentious issues to Russia's benefit, there's a stable of Trump-allied voices who already are.
It's useful to note, too, that Russia's efforts to move the needle are often even less subtle. On Thursday, apparently in response to the new indictments, Putin announced his endorsement of ... Vice President Kamala Harris.
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Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson's memoir explores prejudice, parenting
In a deeply personal memoir, the first Black woman on the Supreme Court writes about struggling to accept an autism diagnosis for her eldest daughter.
By Ann Marimow | 2024-09-05

Supreme Court Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, seen here Wednesday at the Kennedy Center, is promoting her new memoir, "Lovely One." (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


As the hardworking child of academically focused parents, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson dreamed of reaching the highest levels of the legal profession. She even wrote in her college application to Harvard about becoming the first Black woman on the Supreme Court.
But when the Biden administration called in 2022 with news that she was being vetted for that exact role, Jackson hesitated. She worried about the harsh spotlight on her family and the potential impact on her older daughter, Talia, who is on the autism spectrum.
Jackson and her equally driven type-A husband had initially struggled to grasp their child's neurological differences, and Jackson wanted to be sure her daughter was comfortable with the possibility of the diagnosis becoming public.
"They had not asked for their lives to be raked over, simply because their mother dreamed of entering a realm where no one with her background and experiences had ever been before," Jackson, 53, writes in her new memoir, "Lovely One." Both Jackson's daughters and her husband encouraged her to pursue her dream.
The story of Talia Jackson's diagnosis was not widely known until now and is one of the biggest revelations in Jackson's highly personal memoir, published this week. The book does not touch on the current cases or controversies before the Supreme Court, where Jackson is one of three liberals on a bench with a conservative supermajority that has dramatically shifted the law to the right in recent years.
Nor does Jackson write about the oral arguments in which she has become known for her extensive questioning, or her sharp separate dissents, including when the court majority in July granted Donald Trump broad immunity from prosecution for official acts. She spends just four of nearly 400 pages on the grueling Senate hearings ahead of her confirmation in April 2022, when she was narrowly confirmed despite Republican efforts to paint her as a left-wing lower-court judge who coddled criminals and terrorists.
Instead, Jackson reflects on her groundbreaking path and the impact of key experiences, including her mentors, her uncle's incarceration and the pain of being overlooked as a Black woman in the corporate legal world despite her sterling resume.
"No one arrives at the highest of heights on their own, and there were lots of contributing factors -- people, circumstances -- that prepared me for this job, and I thought that needed to be recognized," Jackson said in an interview Wednesday night before a book talk.

Ketanji Brown Jackson and Vice President Kamala Harris follow President Joe Biden into the White House after his remarks on April 8, 2022, on the Senate's confirmation of Jackson to the Supreme Court. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post) 


Jackson received an $893,750 advance from Penguin Random House for the book, according to her financial disclosure report. She is one of at least four Supreme Court justices -- the others are Neil M. Gorsuch, Brett M. Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett -- with forthcoming or just-published books about their lives and the law.
The justice has embarked on an extensive media tour, speaking with Stephen Colbert on "The Late Show" this week and giving more than a dozen book talks this month, including in California, Illinois, Seattle and Florida, ahead of the court's new term that begins in October. At the Kennedy Center on Wednesday, an audience of nearly 2,000 people gave her a lengthy standing ovation, with many participants clutching copies of her book.
Jackson says she was compelled to tell her story because of intense public interest in her nomination. She shares the reality of her balancing act as a working parent and partner to her husband, Patrick Jackson, a prominent surgeon, recalling quick naps she took in a grocery store parking lot on her way home from work years ago when she was seven months pregnant with their second child. And she details what it took to rise through the ranks of the legal profession, especially "as a woman of color with an unusual name."
Even though Jackson had graduated with top honors from Harvard Law School and worked for three federal judges, she says, there were instances during her stints at corporate law firms when she felt her views were ignored at meetings -- even though she was the only one in the room who had clerked at the Supreme Court.
More than once, Jackson writes, she would be standing near the copy machine or waiting for an elevator only to have an older law partner walk up and, assuming she was a secretary, ask which of his colleagues she assisted.
Such encounters, she writes, "reinforced for me that due respect for my talent, intellect, and legal abilities would not be automatically extended in some private-sector settings." She recalls wanting to yank her two Harvard degrees off the wall to carry around with her.
Jackson first learned about the inner workings of the Supreme Court while clerking for the man she would eventually replace on the bench. Justice Stephen G. Breyer, who retired in 2022, was constantly on the move, she writes, leaving his chambers to talk with and try to persuade other justices on various issues.
In the interview, Jackson said she finds herself thinking about how Breyer might have handled areas of disagreement among the current justices -- who, unlike trial judges, must hash out their decisions together. He has told her that it takes time to acclimate to the ways of the court and encouraged her to build bonds by eating lunch with her colleagues.
"Collective decision-making is really a challenge. I think it's been, not an easy transition from when I was my own person in the courtroom," Jackson said, referring to her eight years as a judge in D.C. federal court. The steepest learning curve, she said, is "trying to deal with incorporating other people's thoughts and ideas and getting their feedback. And how did how do you manage that in terms of what you would like to say and what they're saying. That's hard."
Jackson is a prolific writer, tied with Justice Clarence Thomas for the most overall opinions in the last term and often writing a separate dissent or concurring opinion. She said that it's not easy to figure out when to go it alone but that she thinks it is important to do so in some instances. "I want people to know what's going on in the court and I want people to appreciate the issues," she said. "And if we have differences of opinion, I think it's fine to have people understand that and see what the different ideas are."
The title of Jackson's book is a reference to her given name -- Ketanji Onyika. It translates to "lovely one," and was chosen by her parents from a list sent to them by Jackson's aunt, then a Peace Corps volunteer in West Africa.
The memoir traces the backgrounds of her grandparents, who had only grade school educations, and her parents, who went to racially segregated schools and were the first in their families to go to college. Jackson contrasts their stories with the history of her husband's Boston Brahmin family, whose ancestors include King Edward I of England, four Mayflower passengers and a signer of the U.S. Constitution.
Jackson's parents, Johnny and Ellery Brown, began their careers as teachers and had high expectations for their firstborn. They filled her bedroom with encyclopedias, atlases, and magazines with stories of famous African Americans. That was where Jackson first read in detail about Constance Baker Motley, the first Black woman to argue at the Supreme Court and serve on the federal bench. Motley shared a birthday with Jackson and, the justice writes, inspired her childhood dreams.

Jackson testifies on the second day of her confirmation hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on March 22, 2022. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Coached by her grandmother and parents, Jackson learned not to dwell on encounters with racism in her predominantly White world in Miami, and to revel in her success as a class president and a champion public speaker on the high school debate circuit.
"I came to enjoy catching people off guard, disarming their conscious or unconscious stereotypes about Black people with my intelligence, articulation, preparation and ability to function well in a world that I knew expected me to fail," she writes.
In tracing her career through the legal profession, Jackson writes for the first time about the life sentence her uncle received for a nonviolent drug offense. Jackson was a federal public defender in D.C. when Thomas Brown Jr., her father's brother, called from a Florida prison asking his niece for help in seeking leniency -- an episode first reported by The Washington Post when she was under consideration to become a justice.
"My heart raced and my hands shook as I sifted through the files, and my brow felt clammy as I studied each sheet of paper," Jackson writes of reviewing Brown's case files. "The tiny pilot flame of hope that I had nursed since I'd spoken with my uncle slowly bloomed into righteous anger -- then died -- as I realized that there was nothing in the files that either justified a life sentence or warranted a retrial or a resentencing in his case."
After a referral from Jackson, a private law firm eventually took her uncle's case pro bono, and President Barack Obama years later commuted his sentence. He was released in 2017. The case brought questions of sentencing policy and fundamental fairness into sharp relief for the young public defender.
"It's one thing to read about cases and their outcomes," she writes, "but I now had firsthand experience of the myriad ways in which criminal justice policy can destroy the lives and livelihoods of real human beings."

Jackson and her husband, Patrick Jackson, at the Supreme Court Building after her investiture ceremony on Sept. 30, 2022. (Elizabeth Frantz for The Washington Post) 


The book also details her courtship and marriage to Patrick Jackson, whom she met in history class at Harvard, and the initial concerns expressed by their friends and families about their interracial relationship. Eventually, Jackson writes, the couple's loved ones fully embraced them.
But perhaps the biggest challenge they faced was the struggle to understand their older daughter's troubles in school.
"Unfortunately for Talia, her well-meaning, utterly devoted parents had some blind spots, likely stemming from a heightened work ethic that Patrick and I had internalized to an almost ridiculous degree," Jackson writes.
"We took far too long to understand that Talia wasn't neurologically wired like Patrick or me, and although she was indeed extraordinarily bright, we couldn't simply parent her as we ourselves had been parented."
Talia's diagnosis with autism -- in 2012, when she was 11 -- was devastating, but also a relief, Jackson writes: "We could at last accept that her life was likely to be fundamentally different from the one we had envisioned for her when she was a newborn."
The memoir includes some lighter moments as well, following Jackson as she shops in New York's Garment District for her first judicial robes after her 2013 confirmation to the U.S. District Court in D.C., and recounting the day she discovered her signature hairstyle -- tightly coiled sisterlocks.
Even in the glare of public life after her Supreme Court nomination, Jackson writes, her low-maintenance, chin-length locs "freed me to show up in the most formal legal settings wearing a neat, precise style that I love and one that also communicates my appreciation for my God-given hair texture."
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Republican Liz Cheney says she will vote for Kamala Harris this election
"Because of the danger that Donald Trump poses, not only am I not voting for Donald Trump, but I will be voting for Kamala Harris," Cheney said Wednesday at Duke University.
By Maegan Vazquez | 2024-09-05

Liz Cheney, a former Republican congresswoman representing Wyoming, said Wednesday she plans to vote for Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris. (Andy Kropa/Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)


Liz Cheney, a former congresswoman from Wyoming, broke with the Republican Party on Wednesday to say she plans to vote for Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris in November.
"As a conservative, as someone who believes in and cares about the Constitution, I have thought deeply about this," Cheney said at an event hosted by Duke University's Sanford School of Public Policy in North Carolina. "And because of the danger that Donald Trump poses, not only am I not voting for Donald Trump, but I will be voting for Kamala Harris."
With her promise of support for Harris, the former congresswoman becomes the latest on a growing list of Republicans who have come out against voting for Trump this fall. Democrats have embraced the GOP defectors, putting several Republican speakers on the Democratic National Convention stage last month -- including former lawmaker Adam Kinzinger, who along with Cheney served on the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
Harris campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon said in a statement that Harris "is proud to have earned Cheney's vote," calling the former Wyoming congresswoman "a patriot who loves this country and puts our democracy and our Constitution first."
Once the No. 3 Republican in the House, Cheney voted to impeach Trump for his role in inciting the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, saying at the time that "there has never been a greater betrayal by a President of the United States of his office and his oath to the Constitution." Republicans subsequently ousted her from her role as chairwoman of the House Republican Conference in May 2021 because she continued to challenge Trump over his false claim that the 2020 presidential election was stolen.
Cheney, the daughter of former vice president Dick Cheney, was appointed in 2021 to the House select committee, where she served as vice chair. In May 2021, Cheney told ABC News that she regretted voting for Trump in 2020, acknowledging in the interview that "at this moment, the majority of the Republican Party is not where I am."
She was defeated in a primary by a Trump-endorsed Republican challenger the following year, losing her reelection bid by a wide margin.
When The Post asked the Trump campaign for its response to Cheney's endorsement, campaign spokesman Steven Cheung asked, "Who is Liz Cheney, and what does she do?"
After Cheney's endorsement, the Trump campaign shared a clip on social media of her speaking to Fox News in 2020, criticizing Harris's record and calling her "a radical liberal" after she was announced as Joe Biden's running mate.
The Republican vice-presidential nominee, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), said at an event Wednesday night that Cheney has built her entire career "sending other people's children off to fight and die for her military conflicts." In pursuit of turning Afghanistan "into a thriving democracy," which he suggested was an impossible task, "Liz Cheney was willing to kill thousands of your children."
"I think it's the best thing in the world that she's supporting Kamala Harris. ... [They] make very, very interesting partners. They get rich when America's sons and daughters go off to die," Vance, a military veteran, claimed.
Trump has been critical of Cheney for years, with tensions forming after she criticized some of his actions as president. In his speech on Jan. 6, 2021, on the National Mall in Washington, before he urged his supporters to march to the Capitol, Trump said of Cheney, "We got to get rid of the weak congresspeople, the ones that aren't any good, the Liz Cheneys of the world."
In March, he wrote on his social media platform, Truth Social, that Cheney and the other members of the select committee should go to jail. And in July, he shared another user's post asserting that Cheney was guilty of treason. "RETRUTH IF YOU WANT TELEVISED MILITARY TRIBUNALS," the post read.
Cheney, who weighed a third-party presidential run earlier this election cycle, emphasized on Wednesday in the battleground state of North Carolina that she does not believe voters have the "luxury" of supporting write-in candidates to protest Trump.
"Because we are here in North Carolina, I think it is crucially important for people to recognize, not only is what I've just said about the danger that Trump poses something that should prevent people from voting for him," she said. "But I don't believe that we have the luxury of writing in candidates' names, particularly in swing states."
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Trump and Harris's first presidential debate is Tuesday. Here's what to know.
The debate, hosted by ABC News, is the only one scheduled between the former president and vice president ahead of November's election.
By Mariana Alfaro | 2024-09-05
As noted in Vice President Kamala Harris's CNN interview last week, she and former president Donald Trump have never met face-to-face. That will change on Sept. 10, when the two will share a stage in their only scheduled presidential debate, which will be held in Philadelphia's National Constitution Center.
The debate, hosted by ABC News, follows a turbulent period in the 2024 presidential campaign in which President Joe Biden exited the presidential race in the wake of his catastrophic performance during the first presidential debate of the general election campaign. Things moved quickly as Biden endorsed his vice president to take his place and the Democratic Party quickly nominated her, leaving Trump with a new opponent ahead of the election.
The debate, moderated by ABC News's David Muir and Linsey Davis, is scheduled to begin at 9 p.m. Eastern time and will last 90 minutes. The program will air on ABC News's properties, including ABC News Live's streaming online, Disney Plus and Hulu. The Washington Post will have coverage of the debate beginning at 8 p.m. Eastern. Programming will be anchored by Libby Casey, with analysis from James Hohmann and JM Rieger. Rhonda Colvin reports live from the spin room in Philadelphia.
Trump had agreed to participate in a second presidential debate long before Biden dropped out of the race on July 21.
Since then, Trump hinted that he would not participate in the scheduled debate, baselessly arguing that he did not trust ABC News to be fair to him. But, on Aug. 27, he said on his Truth Social platform that he "reached an agreement" and confirmed he would attend the debate in Philadelphia.
Harris and her staff had started to prepare for a debate against Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance after he was announced as Trump's running mate, The Post reported in August. Vance has now agreed to an Oct. 1 debate with Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D), Harris's running mate, that will be hosted by CBS News.
According to the debate rules obtained by The Post, there will be no live microphones when candidates are not speaking. The Harris and Trump campaigns sparred over whether to preserve a rule from Trump's June debate with Biden for the candidates' microphones to be muted when it was not their turn to speak.
While the Harris campaign said the microphones should be live throughout the Sept. 10 debate, Trump's campaign argued for "the exact same terms" from the June debate on CNN -- even though Trump himself sent mixed messages over the issue. During a campaign stop in Virginia late last month, he said that the microphone muting "doesn't matter to me" and that he would "rather have it probably on, but the agreement [for the Sept. 10 debate] was that it was the same as it was last time."
Harris agreed to the rules of Tuesday's debate on Wednesday, with her campaign telling ABC in a letter that it would set aside its concerns over muted microphones to ensure that the debate went forward.
"Vice President Harris, a former prosecutor, will be fundamentally disadvantaged by this format, which will serve to shield Donald Trump from direct exchanges with the Vice President," the campaign wrote in its letter, a portion of which was obtained by The Post. "We suspect this is the primary reason for his campaign's insistence on muted microphones."
Additionally, per the rules reviewed by The Post, the candidates will be given two minutes to answer questions, as well as two-minute rebuttals. They will also receive an additional minute for follow-ups or clarifications. Notably, the candidates will not be allowed to ask each other questions.
Like the previous Trump-Biden debate, the Trump-Harris event will not have a live audience, according to the set of rules reviewed by The Post. Those terms had been previously agreed to before Harris replaced Biden on the ticket.
At the time when this rule was first set -- in May -- Jen O'Malley Dillon, who chaired Biden's campaign and now serves in the same role with Harris, said the debate commission's "model of building huge spectacles with large audiences at great expense simply isn't necessary or conducive to good debates."
"The debates should be conducted for the benefit of the American voters, watching on television and at home -- not as entertainment for an in-person audience with raucous or disruptive partisans and donors, who consume valuable debate time with noisy spectacles of approval or jeering," she said.
Additionally, per the rules reviewed by The Post, Harris and Trump will not be allowed to offer opening statements. They will be permitted two-minute closing statements.
Candidates will stand behind lecterns during the 90-minute debate. They will not be allowed to bring notes or props. The nominees will be given a pen, paper and a bottle of water.
The setting is notable. Philadelphia is a heavily Democratic city in the key battleground state of Pennsylvania, which Biden flipped in 2020 by a narrow margin. The state is expected to be among a handful that could decide the upcoming election. The vice president has spent a big portion of her time as the new Democratic presidential nominee in Pennsylvania, traveling around the state with her running mate.
As The Post reported on Tuesday, Harris will spend the last days ahead of the debate in Pittsburgh. She is undergoing intensive debate prep -- "debate camp," as it is informally known -- that is being led by Washington-based lawyer Karen Dunn and Rohini Kosoglu, a longtime Harris policy aide.
Trump has also spent a lot of time in Pennsylvania in recent weeks. A gunman opened fire at the former president's campaign event, injuring Trump and two others and killing a spectator, in the Pennsylvania town of Butler in mid-July. Trump has returned to the state multiple times since then, including participating in a town-hall-style event hosted by Fox News in Harrisburg on Wednesday.
The last time Philadelphia's National Constitution Center held a presidential debate was in 2008, when Barack Obama and former secretary of state Hillary Clinton debated during the Democratic primaries. In 2020, the center was the site of separate televised town halls for Trump and Biden.
Patrick Svitek, Josh Dawsey, Marianne LeVine and Tyler Pager contributed to this report.
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Jury selection set to begin in Hunter Biden's second trial, on taxes
After being convicted in June on gun charges, Hunter Biden is accused of failing to pay at least $1.4 million in federal taxes from 2016 through 2019.
By Perry Stein, Matt Viser | 2024-09-05

President Joe Biden's son Hunter steps off Air Force One at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware on Aug. 25. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty Images)


Jury selection is set to begin Thursday in Los Angeles for the second criminal trial of President Joe Biden's son Hunter -- a case that over the next few weeks could detail for a jury his lavish lifestyle while he was addicted to drugs.
The younger Biden was convicted by a Delaware jury in June on three felony gun charges in an unrelated case that stems from the same period of his life, from around 2015 to 2019.
But the tax trial will unfold at a moment when there is less political scrutiny on Hunter Biden, now that his father has decided not to seek reelection. Still, it takes place as the president is attempting to bolster his legacy and focus on the few months he has left in office.
Hunter Biden is accused of failing to pay at least $1.4 million in federal taxes from 2016 through 2019. Prosecutors also allege that when he filed his taxes, he wrongfully wrote off payments as business expenses -- including payments to sex workers, membership to a sex club and fancy car rentals. The charges include failing to file and pay taxes, tax evasion and filing false tax returns. Three are felonies and six are misdemeanors.
Biden has pleaded not guilty to the charges. Attorney General Merrick Garland appointed David Weiss, the U.S. attorney in Delaware, to oversee the Biden prosecutions as special counsel -- an appointment that gives Weiss more independence and clear authority to bring charges outside Delaware.
Hunter Biden's attorney, Mark Geragos, said at a pretrial hearing last month that Biden paid his taxes for much of his adult life but that and his mindset while he was actively using and addicted to alcohol and crack cocaine led him to being delinquent. The lawyer said the fact that his client eventually paid his taxes in full is evidence that he wasn't trying to evade the government.
"Why would somebody file the tax return, why would they clean up or try to clean up their mess, and then subsequently pay if they were trying to evade," Geragos said at the hearing. "And why are they so afraid of a jury hearing that inference -- that information?"
Federal prosecutors argued that Biden's payment after the fact is irrelevant to the charges. They plan to detail the extravagant ways Biden spent his money instead of paying his taxes.
In a blow to the defense, Judge Mark Scarsi ruled that Biden's attorneys cannot tell the jury that Biden eventually paid his taxes. Scarsi, who was appointed to the bench by President Donald Trump in 2020, also limited how much Biden's legal team could discuss his addiction and the personal traumas that they say led to his drug use.
Criminal prosecutions of tax evasion are rare, and legal experts say it is even rarer for someone to be charged once they have already paid their taxes.
"You don't spend those resources chasing those cases," said Brian Galle, a tax law professor at Georgetown University and a former prosecutor in the Justice Department's tax division. "One of the things that the criminal penalties in the tax system is supposed to do is to get people to cooperate and pay. So if you have someone who does cooperate and pay, usually that is going to be a lower priority."
Biden has altered his legal team since his Delaware trial, with his recent top lawyer Abbe Lowell taking a lesser role in the upcoming case. Instead, Biden has enlisted Geragos, a well known Los Angeles-based criminal defense attorney whose past clients include Michael Jackson; President Bill Clinton's brother Roger Clinton Jr.; singer Chris Brown, who pleaded guilty to assaulting his then-girlfriend Rihanna; and Colin Kaepernick, the former 49ers quarterback who sued the NFL.
Prosecutors said they plan to call fewer than 30 witnesses. The judge estimates the trial will take about two weeks.
The gun trial in Delaware -- in which Biden was convicted of lying about his drug use on a federal form required to purchase a gun -- focused heavily on his addiction. There was little discussion of Biden paying prostitutes or how Biden earned his money.
The Los Angles trial, however, is expected to delve into some of the controversial foreign business deals Biden pursued while his father was vice president and his payments to sex workers.
In some of their filings, prosecutors have focused in particular on Hunter Biden's arrangements with the Ukrainian energy company Burisma, Chinese energy executives and a Romanian real estate tycoon named Gabriel Popoviciu. Biden was being paid millions of dollars from those deals during the time period in which he was not paying taxes.
The exhibits that prosecutors may draw from, according to legal filings, are tax forms for Hallie Biden -- who is Hunter Biden's former sister-in-law and ex-lover -- and for her sister, Elizabeth Secundy, as well as divorce and financial records from Hunter Biden's ex-wife, Kathleen Buhle.
The judge granted an order to compel Hallie Biden and Secundy to testify, according to court filings.
Another person who could figure into the trial is Lunden Roberts, a woman with whom Hunter Biden had a child. After DNA testing confirmed the child was his, they settled a long-standing child support case last year. Prosecutors have listed as possible evidence text messages and emails involving Roberts, as well as tax forms from a period in which she was working for Hunter Biden.
Hunter Biden has a close relationship with his father, and the two have spent much of the past two weeks vacationing with the rest of their family in private, in California and at their home in Rehoboth Beach, Del.
This week marks a shift, with President Biden back at the White House and starting to campaign with Harris, and Hunter Biden preparing to report to federal court. Around the time the proceedings are scheduled to begin in the Los Angeles federal court, the president is scheduled to depart the White House for La Crosse, Wis., to deliver remarks on his administration's policies in a key swing state.
Since a jury found him guilty of the gun charges in Delaware, Hunter Biden enters this second trial as a convicted felon. If he is convicted again, that criminal history would likely make his sentence on the tax charges more severe.
One way to try to avoid a harsh sentence would be to consider a plea deal. There has been little indication of any such talks gaining much traction, according to people familiar with conversations between prosecutors and the defense team. But discussions can move quickly in the final hours before a trial begins.
Allies of Hunter Biden have speculated that his father might consider pardoning him before leaving office, even though the president said he would not do so after the Delaware verdict -- and his spokesperson has reiterated that.
White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre was asked on Aug. 14 whether he would press for Harris to pardon his son, were she to win the election.
"That's a hypothetical," she responded. "He said he would not pardon his son. And I'm just going to leave it there."
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In Gaza war, Trump allies see opening to lure away Arab, Muslim voters
Most Arab and Muslim voters are skeptical of Donald Trump, but they are enraged by what it sees as the Biden-Harris team's failure to rein in Israel's brutal war in Gaza.
By Abigail Hauslohner | 2024-09-05

Massad Boulos calls himself Donald Trump's "envoy" to Arab and Muslim American communities. His son Michael Boulos is married to Trump's daughter Tiffany. (Jeenah Moon for The Washington Post)


PHOENIX -- The catered Lebanese dinner had ended, and the guests' plates had been cleared. Now Massad Boulos, whose son Michael is married to Donald Trump's daughter Tiffany, was holding forth with Arab American voters and explaining why -- despite what they may have heard -- the former president is their best bet for ending Israel's war in Gaza.
At first glance, it was an unlikely scene. But some Arab and Muslim Americans, constituencies that tend to lean Democratic, have been galvanized this election cycle by a sense that their party has betrayed them.
The administration of President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, Trump's opponent in November, has been unable to stop a major U.S. ally's devastating military campaign, which has killed more than 40,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities. Throughout the world, many Arabs and Muslims have come to see Israel's actions as a genocide, while in America, about 750,000 people channeled their anger by voting "uncommitted" in the Democratic primaries, rather than align behind the incumbent.
For Boulos, who calls himself Trump's "envoy" to Arab and Muslim American communities, to assert in this setting that Trump would be a better friend to Palestinians is still no easy sell. The former president's standing within these communities often is overshadowed by his past rhetoric and policies appearing to vilify Muslims and Arabs -- including a social media post Sunday that appeared to show Muslim men burning an American flag. "Meet your new neighbors if Kamala wins. Vote Trump 2024," it read.
But what if some could be persuaded to vote for Trump anyway?
In a tight presidential election that pollsters predict is likely to be decided on the margins, Boulos, 54, reasons that a little outreach could make all the difference. "Our community in Arizona is so big and so important, we can make a difference. We can make sure we get that margin," he told the group that night in late August.
As Trump's representative to Arab and Muslim American voters -- a role the Trump campaign does not dispute -- Boulos over the past few months has made six trips to Michigan, a critical swing state and home to the largest Arab American population, where uncommitted voters accounted for 13 percent of Democratic primary votes cast. Now he was in swing state Arizona, with more outreach here and elsewhere still to come, he said.
Boulos, who said he is a longtime proponent of the GOP, got to know Trump after their children began dating in 2018, and he drew closer to the former president after Michael and Tiffany married at Mar-a-Lago, Trump's Palm Beach estate, in 2022. He has roots in Lebanon and said he now splits time between South Florida and Nigeria, where he oversees his family's billion-dollar conglomerate, SCOA Nigeria.
Trump in the past has given family members critical roles within his campaign and administration, notably his staunchly pro-Israel son-in-law Jared Kushner, who served as an adviser and Middle East liaison. Boulos says that he has no formal role with the campaign but that he and Trump have had numerous conversations about the Middle East and Gaza, and that Trump has appeared receptive.
The war, which began 11 months ago after Hamas-led militants carried out a stunning cross-border attack on Israel, has reduced much of Gaza to rubble. The Oct. 7 attack killed about 1,200 people and saw 250 dragged back into Gaza as hostages, according to the Israeli government. But months of negotiations mediated by the United States, Egypt and Qatar have failed to deliver a cease-fire and hostage-release deal. Meanwhile, fewer than half the hostages have returned to Israel alive, while the war has given rise to starvation and disease throughout the enclave.
Karoline Leavitt, a spokeswoman for Trump's campaign, declined to answer questions about Boulos and his work on behalf of the former president's reelection bid, or about any aspirations the campaign may have for winning votes from Arabs and Muslims. But she said Trump is committed to peace in the Middle East.
"President Trump wants peace and prosperity for all people," Leavitt wrote in an email, emphasizing a pair of normalization treaties Israel signed with the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain during his administration. "President Trump will once again deliver peace through strength to rebuild and expand the peace coalition he built in his first term to create long-term safety and security for both the Israeli and Palestinian people."
In Phoenix, a few dozen men and women, mostly of Palestinian, Lebanese and Syrian descent, had gathered in the sprawling foyer of Bishara Bahbah's home, where the furniture and a grand piano had been shoved aside to make way for two large dining tables, and where Boulos spoke facing a large artistic rendering of Jerusalem's Old City -- claimed by Israelis and Palestinians -- on the opposite wall. Bahbah invited a Washington Post reporter to observe the event.
A Palestinian American who recently retired from a career in financial services, Bahbah is the founder of Arab Americans for Trump. He had joined Boulos during a similar event in Michigan, and invited him here to address this group of mostly friends and family. Also in attendance was Abe Hamadeh, the one Trump-endorsed Republican candidate for Congress who is both Arab and Muslim -- and expected to win in a reliably Republican district.
Boulos urged those gathered to consider the values they as "Middle Easterners" share with the Republican Party. "We are conservative by nature," he told them.
But he centered his argument for Trump around the major issue he knew was on everyone's mind, even though it's one Trump himself has barely mentioned on the campaign trail: the bloodshed in Gaza. "Those massacres would not have happened if there was a strong president at the White House," he postulated. "The entire war wouldn't have happened."
"I know there have been a lot of questions and this and that about certain statements," he continued, vaguely alluding to Trump's derogatory branding of a political opponent as a "Palestinian," and his pledges to deport pro-Palestinian demonstrators. But Trump's "clear and unequivocal position on this is that he is totally and absolutely against this war. ... And he's totally and absolutely against the killing of civilians."
Trump's public references to Israel and the Palestinians have been broad and contradictory, leaving room for interpretation. At times he has appeared to criticize Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and urge an end to the war, statements Boulos emphasizes during these events. "I'm not sure that I'm loving the way they're doing it," the former president told a conservative radio host in the spring, describing footage of the Gaza bombardment as "heinous" and warning that Israel was "losing the PR war."
At other points, Trump has cast himself as more pro-Israel than even Jewish Democrats. "Nobody did for Israel what I did for Israel, including defense, including billions and billions of dollars a year, $4 billion a year for years, when other people wanted to cut it off," he told Israeli news outlet Israel Hayom this year.
His social media post depicting Muslim men as "your new neighbors" under a Harris administration came hours after news broke that Hamas had killed six Israeli hostages.
"Every U.S. president will support Israel," said Wadih Daher, a California-based businessman and a member of Arab Americans for Trump, who had flown to Phoenix for the meeting at Bahbah's house. Trump will do the same, Daher said. But while the Biden administration has waffled on whether to criticize or facilitate Israel, Trump, he believes, will make the war stop.
"Trump is a dealmaker. He is a businessman," Daher said. "He will get a deal on the table and make a deal."

Donald Trump campaigns in Glendale, Ariz., on Aug. 23. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Boulos, tall and bespectacled and clad in a dark suit, was in sympathetic company that night in Phoenix. All of those gathered in Bahbah's home were furious at the Biden administration's handling of the conflict, and most already leaned Republican. Even so, there was skepticism.
One man asked whether since-retracted media reports were true -- that Trump told Netanyahu not to agree to a peace deal before the U.S. election. "The exact opposite," Boulos responded.
"The problem," ventured another man seated across the table, is that neither candidate really cares about Palestinians. "Unfortunately," the only people to condemn what is happening in Gaza have been Democrats, he added, referring to liberals' condemnation of the heavy bombardment, and the blockade-fueled starvation and disease, that have killed thousands of Palestinian children.
"I haven't heard a single Republican stand up and say, 'This is wrong,'" the man said.
"He said it," Boulos insisted of Trump. "He said, 'This war must end.'"
A quarter-century ago, most Arab and Muslim Americans voted Republican, according to polling by the Washington-based Arab American Institute (AAI) and the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR). If Trump were to lure them back, it would be a major electoral coup.
In the aftermath of 9/11, when President George W. Bush launched the invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, and innocent Muslims and Arabs were caught in the often discriminatory dragnet of his "war on terror," many of those who historically had voted with the GOP chose to switch sides. Trump's decision, days after taking office in 2017, to ban entry into the United States to the citizens of seven Muslim-majority countries further solidified the Democrats' appeal.
But the anger over Gaza is not to be underestimated, activists say.
Abbas Alawieh, a co-founder of the uncommitted movement and a longtime Democratic operative in Michigan, said he has spoken to "community members who've voted for Democrats their whole lives, who are saying they can no longer support the party or its candidates."
"I think the party has a bigger problem on their hands than it cares to acknowledge," he said.

Attendees listen to speeches during an "Uncommitted for Joe Biden" primary election night watch party Feb. 27 in Dearborn, Mich. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


The extent to which the votes of Arab Americans and Muslim Americans, in response to Gaza, may affect November's election remains a gaping unknown.
A Pew Research Center poll released in March found that 60 percent of Muslim Americans believe Biden has favored the Israelis "too much," with just 6 percent saying he's struck "the right balance" in his management of the conflict. Other surveys are far too limited in their scope and methodology to offer clear or conclusive insight about the views of Arab and Muslim voters, though at least one showed Biden trailing Trump decisively in four key states -- Florida, Michigan, Pennsylvania and Virginia -- before he dropped out of the race in July.
There has been no such polling since Harris became the party's nominee several weeks ago, though observers note that far fewer pro-Palestinian demonstrators showed up at the Democratic National Convention than activists had been predicted.
Usama Shami, president of the Islamic Community Center of Phoenix, Arizona's largest Muslim congregation, said most people there abhor Trump. But Shami, who said he consistently votes Democratic, acknowledged feeling so disgusted by Biden's handling of the war that -- like many others -- he didn't bother to vote in the primary, a largely symbolic gesture at the time, as Biden faced no serious opposition for his party's nomination.
"It was the first time in my life I didn't vote," he said. "Because of Gaza and Biden."
According to AAI, Arizona ranks 14th among the states for the size of its Arab population, with a majority clustered in the Phoenix metro area. The organization estimates, based on census data, that there are about 61,626 Arab Americans of voting age living there -- more than five times the vote margin of Biden's 2020 win in the state.
After the Democratic Party last month rejected the uncommitted movement's request for a Palestinian American to speak from the main stage at the Democratic National Convention, some Arab and Muslim political activists came away frustrated but committed to voting for Harris anyway.
"I'm not going to waste my vote," Shami said.
Others feel less conciliatory.
"I'm spending a lot of my time talking to Arab and Muslim American community members about the dangers of Donald Trump," Alawieh said. "But the pain and betrayal" they feel from the "administration's unconditional support of weapons for Netanyahu run so deep that warnings about Trump oftentimes do not resonate. Many folks don't believe that Trump would be worse on this issue. A common sentiment is, what could be worse than genocide?" he added.
Israel has strongly denied allegations, leveled by international human rights groups and the International Criminal Court at The Hague, that it has deliberately targeted civilians and used starvation as a method of warfare during its 11-month war in Gaza. The Israeli government has pointed repeatedly to Hamas's practice of staging military operations from within Gaza's dense civilian areas.

Abbas Alawieh, co-founder of the uncommitted movement, sits with fellow Michigan delegates at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on Aug. 19. (Nick Oxford for The Washington Post)


Two days after Boulos addressed the group at Bahbah's house in Phoenix, Trump spoke to thousands at a rally in neighboring Glendale, Ariz. One man stood in the audience, close to the stage, wearing a shirt that read "Palestine for Trump."
The former president made no mention of Israel or the Palestinians during his speech, although he alluded briefly to his distaste for foreign wars "that never end," saying, "We don't even know who the hell the country is that we're fighting."
It was unclear if he was talking about the conflict in the Middle East or in Ukraine -- where he has vowed to withdraw U.S. support -- or someplace else entirely.
Midway through the speech, a man stood near the back of the stadium. "President Trump! President Trump!" the man shouted, raising his hand in an attempt to get Trump's attention. "I am from Iraq, and I support you! And I'm going to vote for you!"
"Shut up!" another man yelled.
Trump, at the opposite end of the stadium, never heard them.
Razzan Nakhlawi in Washington contributed to this report.
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Republican Liz Cheney says she's voting for Kamala Harris; Trump holds town hall
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Maegan Vazquez, Abbie Cheeseman, Meryl Kornfield, Aaron Blake, Arelis R. Hernandez, David Nakamura, Catherine Belton, Will Sommer, Missy Khamvongsa, Toluse Olorunnipa, Tyler Pager, Marianna Sotomayor, David J. Lynch, Jeff Stein, Ben Brasch, Dylan Wells, Sofia Andrade, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Ashley Parker, Maeve Reston, Amy B Wang, Lateshia Beachum, Glenn Kessler | 2024-09-05
Former congresswoman Liz Cheney, a Republican who served as vice chair of the House select committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, told attendees at an event Wednesday at Duke University that she plans to cast a ballot for Democratic nominee Kamala Harris in November. Harris was in North Hampton, N.H., earlier in the day to detail her plans to help small businesses, while former president Donald Trump participated in a town-hall-style event in Harrisburg, Pa., with Fox News's Sean Hannity. The taped event is scheduled to air Wednesday night.
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The fear factor is now hurting Trump
Significantly more swing-state voters view Trump as a "threat to the country" than Harris. It wasn't always thus.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-09-05

Donald Trump holds a campaign rally on Saturday in Johnstown, Pa. (Jeff Swensen for The Washington Post)


For much of the 2024 election, concerns about President Joe Biden's age and job performance helped paper over the real and long-standing concerns Americans have had about Donald Trump's character, chaotic style and authoritarian tendencies. A slew of polls actually showed Biden had little to no advantage on the subject of which candidate was more trusted to protect democracy -- despite months of Democrats focusing on democracy and the attack on the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, which dealt a blow to the bedrock democratic principle of a peaceful transfer of power.
But as with many other facets of the race, Biden's exit and Vice President Kamala Harris's entry have significantly shifted the threat matrix, to the point where the fear factor again looms as a real problem for Trump.
To the extent this election is about Americans worrying about the candidates harming the country, it seems Harris has a real advantage. New polling from CNN gets at this in a better way than anything else in recent weeks.
The swing-state polling asked, as CNN has before, about whether voters viewed the candidates as "too extreme." But then it took things a step further and asked people who agreed with the statement that a candidate was "too extreme" whether that candidate was also "so extreme that they pose a threat to the country."
Across six key swing states -- Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin -- an average of 54 percent of registered voters said Trump was "too extreme," with 48 percent also saying that he threatens the country. In each state, at least half of voters said Trump was "too extreme," and at least 46 percent said he was a threat to the country.
Harris's numbers were significantly lower: An average of 44 percent said she was "too extreme," and just 39 percent regarded her perceived extremeness as a threat to the country. In no state did a majority regard her as too extreme; most voters instead regarded her as "generally mainstream."
The gaps are similar among independent voters, with nearly half (an average of 47 percent) saying Trump was a threat to the country, compared to just 38 percent for Harris.
And Republicans were significantly more likely to regard their own party's candidate as both too extreme and a threat to the country. Fully 14 percent of Trump's own party said he was too extreme, and 7 percent said he was a threat (compared to 6 percent and 2 percent, respectively, for Harris).
An average of 3 percent of Trump supporters across these states actually said Trump was so extreme that he was a threat to the country but that they were still voting for him (perhaps either because they didn't see the threat as significant enough, and/or because they felt he was still preferable).
While this is the most substantial recent polling on how voters view the relative threats posed by the candidates, it's not the first to show Trump is viewed as a bigger threat -- or even that about half that country views him as some kind of threat.
A Syracuse University/Ipsos poll last month showed a majority of Americans said Trump was either a major threat (43 percent) or minor threat (11 percent) "to the American democratic system and rule of law." Four in 10 regarded Harris as a major (32 percent) or minor (8 percent) threat.
These findings mark a significant shift in the relative perceived threats of the two major-party candidates from when Biden led the Democratic ticket.
I mentioned at the top that being a "threat to democracy" was more of a wash than Democrats had hoped. A Public Religion Research poll late last year showed something similar: 57 percent regarded a Trump 2024 victory as a "threat to American democracy and way of life," but 53 percent said the same of Biden.
There's a real question about how much this matters. The percentages in the CNN poll who labeled Trump a threat was shy of a majority, meaning this could largely be voters who are predisposed against him.
But it's still majorities who say he's at least "too extreme," and all his numbers are significantly higher than they are for Harris. That suggests Harris has a powerful motivating tool -- fear -- to get voters to turn out, in a way Trump no longer does.
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How The Washington Post's presidential polling averages work
Everything you need to know about The Post's polling averages, from the polls we include to how we handle polling error and uncertainty.
By Lenny Bronner, Diane Napolitano | 2024-09-04
The Washington Post's presidential polling averages are our best estimates of the state of public opinion in the 2024 presidential election. We use the best available national and state level polling data, and factor how citizens in each state voted in the last two presidential elections, to calculate whom voters currently favor in the presidential race.
Remember our averages aren't a presidential forecast, but instead a snapshot of the state of public opinion as it currently stands. A lot could change before Election Day.
We only use the highest quality state and national polls in our polling averages. That means we only include polls that are transparent about how they are conducted, are not paid for by candidates or partisan groups and use methods that have demonstrated accuracy. The Post considers each survey's methods in detail, including whether the sample was drawn using random sampling methods, how respondents are contacted and how samples are stratified or weighted to accurately represent the electorate. Historical accuracy in elections or other settings is also considered in identifying which polls to include.
Our polling averages reflect a Harris-Trump matchup, following President Biden's decision to withdraw from the presidential race on July 21, although we continue to put some weight on polls from before Biden dropped out. These polls do not heavily influence our averages, but do help stabilize the averages in states for which we only have a few polls since Biden dropped out.
We also now include polls in our averages that measure support for third-party candidates following independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s decision to drop out of the race on Aug. 23 as fewer voters now support a third-party candidate in polls. Responses of undecided, "other" and those backing a third-party candidate are assigned to the two candidates, based on their vote share in the poll. Responses of not planning to vote are not included. Our polling averages account for the difference in margin of polls that explicitly include third party candidates and those that do not.
Read more about the polls included in our averages.
Our averages also factor in how each state voted in the last two presidential elections. This isn't our preferred method for gauging where the presidential race stands, but if we don't have a lot of polls, this is a helpful proxy. The more polls we have, the less our averages rely on this metric.
There are three factors that drive our polling averages: state polls, national polls and a state's presidential voting history in the last two elections. Our preference is to prioritize state polls in our calculations as they're the best indicator of what's happening in a given state, but we also use national polls in each of our state's polling averages. National polls give us a sense of the race overall and where it might be headed next, and in states where we don't have a lot of high-quality state polls, we can use national polls and a state's voting history to see how the presidential race is shaping up there.
At the individual poll level we try to account for the possibility of a polling error in three ways. First, we include a larger sampling error than a poll's standard margin-of-error calculation suggests. Research shows that the standard margin-of-error calculation (based on a poll's sample size) underestimates the uncertainty present in a poll's result. Next, we also try to account for the possibility of measurement error, or the idea that error that can be introduced when any process (in this case, people's public opinion) is being measured. Finally, another source of error we try to account for is the uncertainty that comes with the choices (like weighting or likely voter screens) that pollsters make in the polls we use.
But we also try to account for systematic errors in our averages, like the possibility of a polling miss on the scale of what we saw in the presidential elections of 2020 and 2016. We found in the last few presidential cycles that the average modeled polling error in competitive states was 3.5 percentage points, so to account for this, our averages factor in the 90th percentile possible error (i.e., how bad would the error be in the worst 10 percent of cases).
However, this doesn't affect the output, or what our averages indicate the most likely outcome is. After all, it's impossible to know before an election whether a polling error incorrectly measures support for Democrats or Republicans. Rather, our aim is to show where our estimate falls in a range of uncertainty. Our polling average page shows how our 2024 state averages would change under a 2020, a 2016 and a 2012 polling error.
Economic data is not included in our polling averages because it doesn't improve one's understanding of the current state of a race (unlike in a forecast when it can be helpful). However, we do use economic data to give readers a sense of what might happen between now and Election Day.
We prepared two scenarios, one in which the economy improves until Election Day and one in which the economy deteriorates. Our model examines how the economic situation affected previous elections, looking back all the way to 1952. What we found is not that surprising: If the economy is doing well, the incumbent party (in this case, Harris) does better; if the economy is doing poorly, then challengers (Trump in this cycle) do better.
In choosing economic indicators for our model, we determined that gross domestic product per capita growth and the University of Michigan's Consumer Sentiment Index were most useful. We also decided that our proxy for a good economy would be economic change between now and Election Day similar to what we saw in the 1996 presidential election, while a bad economy would be represented by changes similar to what we saw in the 2008 presidential election.
It's important to remember that our economic outlook is not a prediction for what will happen; instead, it's supposed to give you a sense for how things might change. A lot of things are possible between now and Election Day.
We really want to and are working on that. When we release the code, we're also hoping to publish a more technical explanation.
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Harris touts small-business agenda in N.H. as debate nears
Vice President Kamala Harris aims an appeal at moderate and Republican voters who may be turned off by Donald Trump.
By Toluse Olorunnipa | 2024-09-05

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during an event in North Hampton, N.H. (Kylie Cooper/For The Washington Post)


NORTH HAMPTON, N.H. -- Vice President Kamala Harris rolled out another plank of her economic agenda here Wednesday, pitching small-business relief in a Democratic-leaning state ahead of her critical debate next week against former president Donald Trump.
"As president, one of my highest priorities will be to strengthen America's small businesses," Harris said while standing outside of a local brewery that benefited from President Joe Biden's pandemic-era relief bill and other policies. "And here I am in New Hampshire to announce a few elements of my plan to do that."
Harris went on to unveil a proposal to significantly expand tax deductions for small businesses and regulatory relief for those looking to start a company. The trip to Throwback Brewery was an effort to highlight the Biden administration's record of small-business growth while also laying out plans to bolster the economy by supporting entrepreneurs in the future.
The visit marked one of her first major breaks with Biden on economic policy, with her campaign saying Wednesday that she supported a significantly lower capital gains tax rate for high earners than the current White House proposal.
While New Hampshire, which Democrats have carried in the last five presidential elections, has not been considered among the battleground states up for grabs in November, aides say Harris  visited the Granite State in part to show that she is not taking any voters for granted and in part to woo the kind of moderate and Republican voters who dislike Trump.
"Our campaign is reaching voters of all political stripes -- including Nikki Haley voters who are turned off by Trump's extremism," Harris's campaign said in a statement, which noted that Haley, the former  U.N. ambassador, garnered 43 percent of the state's vote in her bid against Trump.
Trump's campaign has suggested that Harris traveled to New Hampshire because she is struggling there. Many Democratic leaders in the state were upset when Biden opted to bypass its first-in-the-nation primary to elevate South Carolina this year.
Harris "sees there are problems for her campaign in New Hampshire because of the fact that they disrespected it in their primary and never showed up," Trump wrote Tuesday on his social media platform Truth Social. "Additionally, the cost of living in New Hampshire is through the roof, their energy bills are some of highest in the country, and their housing market is the most unaffordable in history."
In a statement before Harris spoke Wednesday, Trump's campaign released a statement calling Harris's small-business plans a "sham" that did not address the core issue of inflation or to account for the fact that she is the sitting vice president.
"Kamala has been in office for 3.5 years, so why hasn't she done it already?" the statement said.
The economy is expected to be a major focus during Tuesday's debate against the two candidates, and Harris has focused much of her policy rollout on what she has branded the "Opportunity Economy."
Speaking to a crowd of several hundred people, Harris announced plans for a $50,000 tax benefit for small businesses, expanding the current $5,000 deduction for start-up firms by tenfold, according to a campaign official. Campaign aides say the proposal -- part of a suite of new initiatives to boost entrepreneurship -- would help draw a contrast with Trump, who has proposed tax cuts for corporations.
Trump and his campaign have sought to draw a contrast of their own, leaning into his polling advantage on economic matters. The former president has tried to brand Harris as excessively liberal, arguing that her policies have created inflation and stunted economic growth.
Harris's latest proposal is part of an ongoing effort to combat Trump on that issue and woo some of the voters who dislike the former president but are concerned that Harris would be unfriendly to business.
In addition to the $50,000 tax deduction, Harris is proposing to create a new standard deduction for small firms to expedite their tax filings, lower barriers for occupational licenses, and approve incentives for state and local governments to make it easier to form start-ups, among other changes, the campaign official said. The plans are part of a bid to spur some 25 million new business applications over four years, up from the record 19 million since Biden took office.
Harris, who has supported Biden's proposals to increase taxes on large corporations and the wealthy to pay for other Democratic priorities like child care, has not said how much her latest efforts would cost or how the government would pay for them.
She said Wednesday that she supports a 28 percent top capital gains rate for those earning more than $1 million, much lower than the 44.6 percent rate supported by Biden. Currently, top earners pay as much as 23.8 percent in capital gains taxes, which apply to the sale of assets.
Harris said she wants a rate that "rewards investment in America's innovators, founders, and small businesses" -- part of a rhetorical effort to push back against Trump's assertion that she is a left-wing extremist.
The capital gains tax proposal was first reported by the Wall Street Journal.
Harris has not yet rolled out a comprehensive plan for taxes, though she has embraced new expanded tax credits for parents and backed many of Biden's other proposals to increase taxes on high earners. On Wednesday, she said she supported a minimum tax on billionaires.
"Let us be clear: Billionaires and big corporations must pay their fair share in tax," the vice president said, adding that it was not fair for the wealthy to pay lower tax rates than middle-class professionals.
While Harris's speech mostly focused on the economy, she also touched on other topics that Democrats say will motivate key voting groups in the weeks ahead, including abortion, voting rights and gun violence.
Harris also expressed sorrow over a school shooting in Georgia on Wednesday that left at least four people dead and several others injured, calling it "tragic" and "senseless."
"This is just a senseless tragedy on top of so many senseless tragedies," she said at the beginning of her speech. "It's just outrageous that every day in our country, in the United States of America, that parents have to send their children to school worried about whether or not their child will come home alive."
Harris was speaking from behind a bulletproof glass, which was a security response to an assassination attempt on Trump in July.
Jeff Stein contributed to this report.
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The changing of the seasons, in charts 
This year's fall scents include maple, apple cinnamon and wet dog. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-09-05
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Is Vance still going to hang out with Tucker Carlson, even now?
Like Donald Trump, JD Vance seems dead set on going with his gut, heedless of the consequences.
By Jim Geraghty | 2024-09-05

Sen. JD Vance, the Republican nominee for vice president, talks to reporters at a campaign stop in Eau Claire, Wis. on Aug. 7. (Alex Brandon/AP) 


On Sept. 21, JD Vance -- U.S. senator and Republican vice-presidential nominee -- is scheduled to appear with Tucker Carlson on the former cable host's live tour at the Giant Center in Hershey, Pa.
Vance will be joining Carlson's tour after Carlson got himself dismissed from Fox News, after Carlson's fawning interview with Vladimir Putin, after his on-camera speculation that the U.S. government is in alliance with a malevolent spiritual force, and after this week's program, during which guest Darryl Cooper, whom Carlson described as "the best and most honest popular historian in the United States," declared that Winston Churchill "was the chief villain of the Second World War."
Really? The chief villain? You can't think of any other figure who might have earned that title?
Let's see whether Vance finally draws the line at hanging with the guy who hosts a revisionist historian with a blind spot for Adolf Hitler. Then again, Carlson does have a lot of fans, and there's an election coming up. ...
It's not like hanging around Carlson hasn't led to headaches for Vance before; the senator made his infamous statement that America is run "by a bunch of childless cat ladies who are miserable at their own lives and the choices that they've made, and so they want to make the rest of the country miserable, too" on Carlson's Fox News program in 2021.
The MAGA movement has a lot of loyal podcast hosts, but Carlson might be Donald Trump's favorite; Carlson got a prime-time speaking slot at July's Republican National Convention in Milwaukee.
An ordinary campaign might not want the vice-presidential nominee talking onstage with a television host who brings out his most incendiary, obnoxious side. There's a serious discussion worth having about the U.S. birth rate and obstacles to marriage and parenthood. Sneering about "childless cat ladies" isn't how you get there.
No self-respecting pollster, focus-group conductor or campaign strategist would recommend the GOP nominee for vice president laugh it up with a Putin-adoring nutjob conspiracy theorist in a key swing state about six weeks before Election Day. No, Vance clearly will be hanging out with Carlson simply because he wants to, because he thinks it's a good idea. (Perhaps there's an element of gratitude, as well. Carlson reportedly lobbied Trump hard for Vance to be his running mate, warning that if Trump picked a "neocon," as the New York Times put it, "then the U.S. intelligence agencies would have every incentive to assassinate Mr. Trump in order to get their preferred president.")
But this is campaigning in 2024, where Trump and Vance just can't get around to campaigning with Nikki Haley -- hey, all she did was win 4.3 million votes in the primary! -- but will find time to hang out with Carlson. And with the brain worm guy who called Trump "a terrible president" all the way back on, er ... July 2. And with the former Democratic congresswoman who endorsed Bernie Sanders four years ago and dabbled in propaganda for Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad.
This new all-fringe, no-vanilla GOP is a big tent, you see. Much like a circus.
Vance's planned appearance with Carlson meshes well with Trump's approach to campaigning: No matter what the data says, the former president goes with what he likes and what enthralls his MAGA loyalists. This is how you end up with a rambling, meandering convention speech that would have had Fidel Castro checking his watch.
Trump and Vance sure seem like they're taking foolhardy gambles. But those seven swing states-- Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin -- all still look like a jump ball or pretty close to one. Trump's erratic, scattershot, personal attacks on Kamala Harris -- "I didn't know she was black," fabricating a story about former San Francisco mayor Willie Brown telling him "terrible things" about Harris during a near-crash in a helicopter, etc. -- shouldn't work. And they probably won't work. Right?
Right? Or is this Tucker Carlson's America after all?
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Why is it so hard for Harris to shake Biden's shadow? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-09-05
I'm traveling the country covering my 10th presidential campaign, and this one promises to be unlike any we have ever seen. The stakes couldn't be higher: the White House. Control of Congress and state houses across the country are all on the edge.
I'll be live online every other Thursday to chat with readers about the big and small moments, winners and losers, that make up this election. Submit your question or comment below.
Read my columns and past live chats, sign up to receive my latest columns in your inbox or get my texts from the campaign trail.
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The U.S. doesn't have standing to criticize Mexico's judicial reforms
The Mexican government responds to the Editorial Board.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-09-05

Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador and President-elect Claudia Sheinbaum attend an event in Nueva Rosita, Mexico, on June 14. (Daniel Becerril/Reuters) 


Regarding The Post's Aug. 26 editorial, "AMLO's judicial 'reform' has got to go":
Mexico is undergoing an internal process to address much-needed reform of its justice system, with the purpose of strengthening and reinforcing its transparency and efficiency. These are values both the United States and Mexico share. However, both U.S. Ambassador Ken Salazar and The Post have criticized this national exercise by arguing that direct election of magistrates and judges -- a significant feature of the proposal but not the only change under consideration -- somehow threatens Mexican democracy. This is both worrisome and puzzling.
Contrary to The Post's argument that Mexico's domestic affairs are a matter of hemispheric concern, such interference is contrary to the U.N.-recognized principle that nations have a duty not to intervene in matters within the internal jurisdiction of any state. And the specific nature of the argument made by The Post and Mr. Salazar suggests a double standard: What is virtue in the United States is vice in Mexico.
Certainly, a comprehensive judicial reform deserves a broad domestic debate, such as the one that took place in Mexico during the recent electoral process. But just as Mexico respects America's right to self-determination through its political processes, even when the results might not favor Mexican interests, the United States must show the same respect for Mexico's sovereign quest for a more transparent, accountable and independent judiciary, conducted through our internal constitutional legal procedures. The Mexican people are capable of judging what is in their own best interest. The United States should not disenfranchise them by suggesting otherwise.
It is also worth noting that with the majority obtained in the June elections in Mexico, the president-elect could simply fill the Mexican Supreme Court with loyalists, as leaders do in many other countries. Her support for direct elections of the judiciary is an expression of support for Mexican democracy and for judicial independence from any one administration or leader.
Mexico will remain open to any constructive engagement and exchange of ideas in line with our democratic values as long as those conversations are rooted in the deep respect Mexico and the United States have for each other and their sovereignty. We are neighbors, we are friends and we are partners in growth, building prosperity for our common future.
Juan Ramon de la Fuente, Mexico City
Marcelo Ebrard, Mexico City
The writers have been nominated to serve as secretary of foreign affairs and secretary of economy, respectively, by Claudia Sheinbaum, the president-elect of Mexico.
Regarding The Post's recent editorial on the United States' right to comment on judicial reforms in Mexico: Do we even have a leg to stand on, even to analyze the issue, let alone criticize Mexico's approach? Just review our judicial appointments during Donald Trump's presidency.
Then-Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) denied even a hearing on Merrick Garland's nomination to the Supreme Court during President Barack Obama's final year in office, thus opening the door for Mr. Trump to appoint his first Supreme Court justice. Two more Supreme Court appointments soon followed with the help of Mr. McConnell, including the rushed appointment of Justice Amy Coney Barrett. Appointing ultraconservative federal judges is touted as the singular accomplishment of Mr. McConnell's Senate career. A prime example of how well the federal judiciary works in the United States was the recent decision by Trump-appointed Judge Aileen M. Cannon of Florida to throw out the classified documents case against the man who secured her job. The icing on the cake of our independent judiciary system is the Supreme Court's recent ruling granting unprecedented immunity power to the president for official acts.
In what way does our judicial appointments process produce results that are different from or fairer than what's being proposed by Mexico's leaders?
Shree Iyengar, Severn, Md.
The Post's recent editorial supported the U.S. ambassador's harsh denunciation of Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's proposal for electing rather than appointing judges in that country. At stake, the Editorial Board claimed, is "judicial independence."
But it is unclear why judges who are elected are less independent than those who are appointed. The recent decision by the majority of our own appointed Supreme Court to grant effective immunity to the convicted head of the political party that appointed one-third of that court is a case in point.
The editorial's concern seems to be less about legal principles than that people associated with Mr. Lopez Obrador's political party are likely to win "the lion's share" of elections. Why? Because the party is popular. This is an odd argument coming from the country that claims to be the global champion of democracy, and whose importing of drugs, exporting of guns and support for corrupt oligarchs has made a major contribution to the lawlessness that plagues Mexico. Mr. Lopez Obrador's proposal might or might not be the best way to reform the Mexican judicial system. But this is for Mexicans to decide. Our country, with its long and disgraceful history of interference in Mexican politics, should mind its own business.
Jeff Faux, Washington
The loneliness epidemic continues unabated, and the statistics on social connection look worse all the time, as Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) recently pointed out. Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy says people around the country frequently share a devastating message with him: "If I disappear tomorrow, no one will even notice."
This all comes at a time when the illusion of connection is everywhere. We might have hundreds of "friends" on Facebook or followers on Instagram, but those people may just scroll or swipe past our requests for help when we need it. When it comes to friendship, we've become a nation that goes wide instead of deep.
Fortunately, there's a vaccine available, though it takes more than a trip to the pharmacy to obtain it: make one true friend. Look at that list of Facebook friends, consider your daily routine, think about the neighbors. Who -- outside of your family -- do you care about the most? What are you doing to protect and strengthen that relationship? Friendship requires effort. It also means letting someone else be the priority now and then. A true friend pays attention. Listens. Makes eye contact. Asks questions. A true friend appreciates that the devil isn't in the details -- that's a person's life, and you should be honored to share it.
As my best friend of 60 years says: "If it matters to you, it matters to me."
The wonderful thing is, once you're comfortable talking about everything from the idiot you work for to what you're making for dinner, it's easier to talk about the big issues. Their health. Your marriage. The kids. You can even talk about how lonely you are.
Jan Sokoloff Harness, Olathe, Kan.
My husband and I are the "peanut butter and jelly" in the sandwich generation. Our position was really driven home to us recently when we drove our daughter to begin her freshman year at a beautiful Midwestern college. Previous to that, we had moved our elderly parents to a beautiful, senior living facility. We giggled as we realized the similarities of both these "bread" generations.
Both were apprehensive about these transitions and a little homesick. Both were worried about getting around a large, new location. Both were concerned about making new friends. And both had ended up packing too much stuff.
The orientations at both places were somewhat different. At the college, food was served at every turn. In the senior village, sappy, old-time songs played everywhere. The students were warned about the dangers of taking drugs. The seniors were admonished to take their meds regularly. The students got rape alarms and the elders had emergency microphones to wear around their necks if they needed to call for help. Elderly residents were allowed to keep their old dogs; there was even a dog park on the premises. Some students were allowed service pets.
There are the frantic late-night calls from the child: "What should I do, my roommate is having her boyfriend sleep over?" From the parents, it's "Can you come over to help? Dad has fallen down again."
Even the CVS was different in each place. The college campus location featured a prominent display of condoms, energy drinks and snacks, while the senior village store had a whole wall of Depends.
It may be a difficult job to juggle the needs of both ends of the age spectrum. But we remember the difficulties of growing up, and someday we will know the infirmities of old age. Being the "sandwich filling" has its challenges. But it's also an honor to take on this charge.
Judith Katz, Springfield, Va.
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'When men become less critical to a society's security, masculinity takes a hit'
Men are in crisis. On the latest episode of "Impromptu," we look for what can be done.
By Theodore Johnson, Shadi Hamid, Richard V. Reeves | 2024-09-05
From suicide rates to life expectancy to labor participation, men are clearly in trouble. But the crisis runs deeper than the numbers suggest. What are its roots, and how can we address them? Columnists Theodore Johnson and Shadi Hamid talk with Richard Reeves, founder of the American Institute for Boys and Men, about a hopeful way out.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Theodore Johnson: Richard, you've written that we need a positive vision of masculinity that is compatible with gender equality. This summer, we've seen different models of masculinity in our politics. There's [Donald] Trump and his running mate, JD Vance's brand. And then there's what we saw recently at the [Democratic National Convention] with Tim Walz and the second gentleman, Doug Emhoff. Let's pick apart these different models a bit.
Richard Reeves: In terms of what's on offer right now, I think there's the performance of different kinds of masculinity. You're quite right that, with the Republican Party, we're seeing a very strong bravado type of masculinity.
Up until this point, the Democrats have been really bad at suggesting -- not that we need an evolution of masculinity, but sometimes they've sounded like we need an abolition of masculinity -- that masculinity didn't need reform, it needed obliteration. And so a lot of men just feel like there isn't much there for them. So all the discussion right now about men, young men especially, turning to the right, could be mis-phrasing it. How about they're actually turning away from the left?
And the reason for that could be that they don't really see very much for them there. They don't feel particularly tonally welcomed. Now, Tim Walz, and ironically, Kamala Harris (because she's a woman) might have a bit more space to actually talk positively about masculinity. The question is, is that followed up by substance? Is that followed up by policy?
Johnson: I'll just be vulnerable for a minute. My sense of men in the past -- and this is the sort of the watered down nostalgic version of masculinity -- is that they were providers. They provided economic security and they provided physical security. Someone wants to harm your family, a man's not going let that happen. A man's not going to let his kids or his spouse go hungry. And so when men become less critical to a society's security, I think masculinity takes a hit. A crisis can ensue when you don't feel like you're there to provide anything, that you're not offering anything of value.
Shadi Hamid: Ted, I think it's really powerful what you just said. But I think there's this concern that when you say things, when any of us says something like "men need to provide for their family and protect them and give them security," we immediately think that that's right-coded. Oh, conservatives say that. And that isn't the way it should be.
Reeves: No, that's right. But it's also what people hear when you mention a provider and protector. And actually, today, you can still be a provider. I felt like I was a provider when I was a stay-at-home dad. Because I was providing something else. I was providing comfort to my wife, security that she could work, was doing stuff for the kids. And maybe the protection now is protecting your kids from some of these online influences or other toxic things. You have got to redefine what it means to be a provider and a protector, rather than just say, "Maybe we don't need men at all -- thanks guys, good couple of millennia, we'll take it from here."
Listen to the full conversation here:
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Why immigration in Europe has become so incendiary
European multiculturalism happened in the blink of a historical eye. The fallout is becoming clearer.
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-09-05

Alice Weidel and Tino Chrupalla, the leaders of the far-right Alternative for Germany, in Berlin on Monday. (Lisi Niesner/Reuters) 


PARIS -- Immigration has become Europe's impossible issue, a threat to liberal democracy, social stability and economic growth. Examples are rife; an instructive one, recently in the news, is Germany.
There, an extreme right-wing party, whose leadership includes demagogues who minimize the Third Reich's crimes, won elections in one state, finished a close second in another and leads polls in a third that votes later this month. The party, Alternative for Germany, known as the AfD, has gained traction on pace with spiking migrant inflows, which it portrays as an existential threat to German culture and identity.
The rub is that curbs to immigration severe enough to dampen the AfD's appeal -- conceivably -- would inevitably sap Germany's already anemic economy.
As German baby boomers retire and birth rates plummet, the workforce is shrinking by about 1 percent each year. That means an annual loss of more than 400,000 workers in a country where more than half of employers struggle to fill vacancies.
In a nutshell: The country badly needs imported labor, but importing it -- which means admitting migrants -- is so politically incendiary that a far-right party has just won German elections for the first time since the Nazi era. And while mainstream politicians so far have collaborated to exclude the AfD from power, that strategy itself might deepen the party's appeal to voters angry about migration and stagnant growth.
To understand what's afoot in Germany and other European Union countries, consider how radically their demographic profiles have been remade in the past decade or two.
In major European countries, the portion of foreign-born residents was a demographic detail for years; only in a handful did immigrants make up more than one-tenth of the population at the turn of the century.
Today, the immigrant share in many of the European Union's 27 member nations approaches or exceeds that of the United States, which was 13.9 percent in 2022. It is roughly 20 percent in Sweden; 18 percent in Germany; 17 percent in Norway; 15 percent in the Netherlands; 11 percent in France and Denmark, and 10 percent in Italy, according to recent figures.
Those countries have become nations of immigrants in the blink of a historical eye. Little wonder they have not adapted what it means to be Dutch, French, Italian, Danish or German to reflect the multicultural societies they have become. Neither have many people in the United States, where the share of foreign-born residents is at its highest level in more than a century.
Across Europe, anti-immigrant parties are ascendant or already in power. Even leftist parties have shifted accordingly, in some cases to positions barely distinguishable from right-wing blocs.
The impact of immigration is even more eye-opening if you factor in the children or grandchildren of immigrants. In France, 40 percent of babies have at least one immigrant parent or grandparent, a figure that would surprise many French people.
Or perhaps it wouldn't. Marine Le Pen, the leader of France's nationalist movement, who leads some polls ahead of presidential elections set for 2027, has leveraged resentment over migration and multiculturalism, with a focus on Muslims.
Le Pen has dropped the overtly nativist rhetoric of the party's founder, her father Jean-Marie Le Pen, who once called the United States a "mongrel nation." But she hasn't stopped the xenophobic signaling. Ahead of the Paris Olympics this summer, she suggested France would be humiliated if the Opening Ceremonies' performers included Aya Nakamura, a Malian-French pop superstar whose lyrics blend French and West African languages. (Nakamura sang anyway.)
Similar outbursts of anti-immigrant bigotry are commonplace elsewhere in Europe, symptoms of a mounting identity crisis and political backlash. An ugly recent example involved the unlikely figure of Paola Egonu, the formidable spiker who was MVP of Italy's Olympic gold-medal-winning women's volleyball team.
Days after she led her team to victory in the finals against the United States, a mural with the caption "Italianness" depicting Egonu, 25, the Italian-born daughter of Nigerian immigrants, was vandalized in Rome. Her dark skin was smeared over with pink paint. Her black braid was scrubbed away, as were the words "stop racism, hatred, xenophobia" that had been painted on the ball.
The political response was polarizing. Moderate and progressive politicians pressed for easing Italy's exclusionary citizenship laws. But the hard-right League party, which shares power in Italy's coalition government, reverted to racist form. Egonu, who became a naturalized citizen at age 14, "does not represent the vast majority of Italians, who have white skin," Roberto Vannacci, the League's leader in the European Parliament, wrote in a social media post.
A country tied in racial knots over its own native-born Olympic heroine is a country that has not come to terms with itself. Sadly, that describes too many contemporary E.U. nations. And as outward-bound migration pressure grows in Africa and elsewhere, the potentially long-term consequences for Europe are treacherous.
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The final call for Georgia's democracy
The U.S. should throw a lifeline.
By Editorial Board | 2024-09-05

A demonstrator gestures during a protest against "the Russian law" near the Parliament building in Tbilisi, Georgia, April 30. (Zurab Tsertsvadze/AP)


Without free competition among political groups, there can be no democracy. This is why the latest reports from the South Caucasus nation of Georgia are so alarming. The ruling Georgian Dream party, an authoritarian, pro-Russian group, has threatened to ban all opposition parties if it wins a majority in the Oct. 26 parliamentary elections. This could be the final call for Georgia's democracy. The United States can do more to save it.
What makes Georgia especially important among former Soviet republics is that much of the population remains committed to a democratic future with ties to Europe, despite Georgian Dream's alignment with Russia. Georgia's head of state, President Salome Zourabichvili, who comes from a small liberal party and has been critical of Georgian Dream,  bluntly said in a speech last month that the election stakes are "existential." "The choice," Ms. Zurabishvili declared, "will be between being Russia's slave or cooperation with Europe."
When the Georgian Dream party attempted to ram through a repressive "foreign agent" law earlier this year, modeled after legislation pioneered by Russian President Vladimir Putin, Georgia's citizens took to the streets in protest of what they called the "Russian law," and young people led the way.
In the end, Georgian Dream prevailed, overriding a presidential veto, and the legislation took effect. It requires any nongovernmental or media organization receiving more than 20 percent of its funds from abroad, as many of Georgia's 10,000 or so nonprofits do, to register with a public database that suggests they are "organizations serving the interests of a foreign power." Some are defying the law, risking heavy fines; the law is also being challenged in court. In other repressive nations, similar laws have been used to stigmatize civil society groups and strangle their funding. The European Union and the United States have warned that the law marks a serious obstacle to Georgia's future E.U. and NATO membership, which is undoubtedly one reason Georgian Dream and its Russian backers support it.
In the latest broadside, Prime Minister Irakli Kobakhidze explicitly threatened last month to abolish the main opposition parties and coalitions if Georgian Dream  wins a 113-seat supermajority in the 150-member Parliament. "In reality, all of these are one political force," he declared of the opposition parties and coalitions, among them the United National Movement, founded by former Georgian president Mikheil Saakashvili, whom the current regime has jailed on politically motivated charges. The current opposition was in power from 2004 to 2012.
Bidzina Ivanishvili, a billionaire former prime minister who is the power behind Georgian Dream, has repeatedly labeled the opposition the front for a shadowy global conspiracy to take over Georgia. This echoes Mr. Putin's paranoid warnings about "color revolutions" being inspired by the West.
The prime minister's latest comments strongly suggest that Georgian Dream is preparing to obliterate the opposition. Mr. Kobakhidze did not say explicitly how this would be accomplished but has suggested that the ruling party would claim the opposition led by Mr. Saakashvili had criminally provoked Russia into a 2008 invasion. This is absurd:  Russia invaded Georgia and still occupies 20 percent of its territory. "It is possible for the prosecutors' office to launch specific investigations, which we may initiate, or a parliamentary commission may be formed," the prime minister said, adding that it would lead to opposition members being thrown out of Parliament. "It is inadmissible for the criminal representatives of the criminal political force to retain the status of the member of the Georgian Parliament."
Polls show that nearly two-thirds of  Georgians believe that the country is on the wrong track and that it is time for a change from Georgian Dream's rule. The sentiment is especially strong among young people, who, we are told, are flocking to volunteer as poll watchers for the upcoming ballot.
On July 31, the State Department announced a "pause" in $95 million in aid directly to the government of Georgia to protest "anti-democratic actions and false statements." Georgia's accession to the European Union enjoys strong support at home but the E.U. has halted the process in response to the latest retreat from democracy. These are smart, measured sanctions in response to Georgian Dream's authoritarian tendencies. The United States  should use the time between now and the election to speak up  in defense of free and fair balloting, an honest count, and respect for the results. The citizens of Georgia need to hear from President Joe Biden and from Congress that they will not tolerate a one-party state in Georgia. If the United States treats the situation with benign neglect, democracy may die in yet another politically promising corner of the post-Soviet world.
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The best tool to address the housing crisis is sitting within Fannie Mae
Fannie Mae needs to make it easier to get a mortgage by lowering credit score requirements. 
By Kevin Erdmann  | 2024-09-05

New housing development in New Market, Md., on Aug. 11. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post) 


Kevin Erdmann is the author of "Shut Out: How a Housing Shortage Caused the Great Recession and Crippled Our Economy." He researches housing trends at the Erdmann Housing Tracker.
There's a popular claim that the federal government can't do much about the housing crisis. It's wrong.
The most effective and immediate tool for a housing recovery is sitting in the underwriting departments of Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the Federal Housing Administration.
Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris announced a housing plan last month with some worthwhile proposals, including incentivizing construction of affordable homes and speeding up permitting and review processes. But to have a real impact, she should include one more: loosen rules at lending agencies to make it easier for them to approve mortgages.
In 2008, amid the fallout from the subprime mortgage crisis, lawmakers strong-armed banks and lending agencies into tightening their standards for getting a loan, which included higher down payments and credit scores. Well-intentioned rules meant to stabilize the housing market drove an affordability crisis more effectively than all the NIMBYs at every city council meeting ever could.
For decades, Fannie Mae serviced mortgages for the bottom half of the housing market. In 2007, about 60 percent of Fannie Mae's mortgages went to borrowers with credit scores below 740. Suddenly, from 2007 to 2009, that dropped to 26 percent.
Hundreds of billions of dollars in mortgage loans for low-cost housing dried up nearly overnight. In 2007, Fannie Mae issued about $647 billion in new mortgages, and $388 billion went to people with FICO scores below 740. In 2009, it issued about $687 billion, but only $179 billion of that went to sub-740 scores.
Borrowers with lower credit scores tend to buy less expensive homes. In 2005 and 2006, values of houses purchased with a Fannie Mae mortgage averaged about $245,000. By 2009, home prices across the country had collapsed, but the average price of homes getting new Fannie Mae mortgages jumped sharply to $327,000.
As Fannie Mae made fewer mortgages for the cheapest homes, the values of those homes plummeted. The change in mortgage requirements devastated working-class home values across the country.
Take Atlanta, for example. The average Atlanta home that had sold for $350,000 at the end of 2007 fell to about $279,000 by the end of 2011, a decline of about 22 percent. That's pretty stiff. But Atlanta homes that had been worth $100,000 at the end of 2007 dropped to $43,000, a drop of 57 percent.
There was no bubble in Atlanta before 2008 to drop 57 percent from -- no unusual rise in home values, construction or homeownership. Rents were affordable. The average home price in Atlanta had risen only about 12 percent from 2003 to 2007 -- roughly in line with inflation. The only change to the equation was mortgage lending.
After that, construction activity in Atlanta dropped by 90 percent, and it is still half of what was typical in the decade before 2008 on a per capita basis. The same dynamic played out in many cities: Values of homes on the high end flattened or dropped a little, while the values of houses on the low end dropped a lot.
The lowest-end units were too cheap for builders to compete with. Builders, in turn, stopped constructing entry-level, single-family homes. Since 2008, this has amounted to 8 million missing homes.
The construction of apartments recovered quickly and is higher today than before 2008. And builders returned to building the single-family homes with higher prices that Fannie and Freddie were still funding. The drop is entirely in the construction of more affordable, entry-level homes.
That shortage has caused unprecedented rent inflation. Ironically, cheap homes have meant expensive rents.
Families that can't get mortgages anymore still need homes. Since 2008, general price inflation has added up to about 42 percent, but rents have gone up about 75 percent. And rent inflation has been highly regressive. Incomes after rent expenses for many working-class families have been flat or declining for years.
Many families live in homes today where the rent payment is much higher than the mortgage payment would be if they could get one.
Visit Zillow and you can find homes in cities across the interior of the country that would sell for less than $200,000. The estimated mortgage payment for those homes would likely be less than the estimated rent. Frequently much less.
For example, a newly renovated little three-bedroom bungalow in Kansas City is currently listed for sale at $128,500. Zillow estimates the monthly mortgage payment at $769 and the rental value at $1,235. A few years ago, when 4 percent mortgages were available, the monthly mortgage payment would have been about $550.
Some will warn that loosening lending standards back to previous norms will lead to rising prices -- but that's not a bad thing. In fact, that's the point! A family renting that house in Kansas City would lower their monthly expenses by buying that house, even if a bidding war pushed the price up to $170,000.
Builders that have been dormant for 16 years, because it would cost them $160,000 to build a new version of that home, will suddenly find willing buyers again. After they start building, those homes might start renting for $1,000 or $1,100 instead of $1,235.
The price of homes would rise, yet everyone would be better off. The White House is not powerless on the housing crisis. In fact, they are sitting on the most critical piece to fix it.
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The presidential debate's real mic problem 
Harris and Trump would have a better debate if they employed ASL interpreters.
By Bina Venkataraman | 2024-09-05

Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump. (AP) 


Instead of warring over whether their microphones will be muted while the other is speaking during the upcoming presidential debate, Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump should be worried that they could essentially be muted for millions of Americans who don't hear well during the live Sept. 10 broadcast.
While broadcasters are required by law to air most programs with closed captioning, the service is often delayed and rife with errors during live political events. And even though many deaf people are fluent in American Sign Language, people who are deaf or hard of hearing often struggle more with reading in English.
A group of 90 disability organizations urged CNN to hire live sign language interpreters for its June 27 debate between Trump and President Joe Biden, to no avail. They're now asking host network ABC for the same.
(In 2016 and 2020, the nonprofit streaming service Deaf Professional Arts Network, or D-PAN, aired their own live webcast with interpreters. But Sean Forbes, the chief executive of D-PAN, told the 19th that they didn't secure funding for the service this year.)
Disability advocates argue that the debate host should provide interpreters not only for the hundreds of thousands of Americans who sign, but for the hearing audience, too -- to remind us that the electorate is composed of voters with varying degrees of ability. (A recent Rutgers University study found an uptick in voting among people with disabilities; 15.8 million U.S. citizens with disabilities voted in the 2022 midterm elections.)
But there's another reason to do it: to make the debates better.
Last year, I caught a performance of Shakespeare's "As You Like It" at Soho Place in London that featured a deaf actor named Rose Ayling-Ellis as the charming and comical Celia, cousin of the lovesick Rosalind. Captions of the script appeared on screens around the theater in the round.
Not only did Ayling-Ellis's facial expressions and the pacing of her signs enhance the physical comedy of the performance, the captions made it easier and richer as a hearing person to follow the playful turns of Shakespeare's words as other actors spoke them aloud. It was an even better experience than watching star-studded Shakespeare productions put on by the Public Theater in Central Park.
A debate between Harris and Trump, of course, won't be like the poetry of the Bard: Words without thoughts never to heaven go. But debate staging, like a play, could still benefit from being more accessible. An interpreter or two, standing to the side or below the candidates, would add an extra layer to the performance, including to a subset of often-neglected viewers.
ASL interpreters increasingly translate live political events, including at Biden's State of the Union address and at the Democratic National Convention, opening up access to a part of the electorate too often overlooked and signaling their importance.
Sign-language interpreters can't prevent Trump from making a disparaging remark about disabled veterans or Harris from offering a vague jobs plan for people with disabilities on the debate stage, but their presence might create cognitive dissonance in viewers' minds if they do. That alone would be a good thing -- not just for the 1 in 4 American adults who have some type of disability but for all of us who live alongside them.
Most Americans have a relative or friend or co-worker with a disability, regardless of whether they're aware of it. Yet most of our community spaces and workplaces don't change our way of doing business. Instead, we accommodate some specific differences with accessories and devices, from on-ramps to signs in Braille, while keeping our dominant ways of doing things. While that deprives millions of people from participating fully in public life, it deprives all of us the potential benefits -- and even beauty -- of adapting our world to the differing abilities of those around us.
Consider curb cuts, made mainstream around the country after President George H.W. Bush signed the Americans With Disabilities Act in 1990. In addition to making sidewalks more accessible for people in wheelchairs, curb cuts make it easier for all kinds of people to push strollers, ride skateboards, roll suitcases, and step down off curbs into crosswalks. The curb-cut phenomenon has inspired other efforts to make accessibility not an afterthought but a part of the way buildings and cities are designed.
In a perfect world, American communities might do even more to meet the needs of people with different abilities. In the 18th and 19th centuries in Chilmark, Mass., a small town on Martha's Vineyard, a widespread occurrence of hereditary deafness in the population once made it practical for most residents to become bilingual in the island's own dialect of sign language and English.
Fishermen used sign language to communicate across distances at sea; young children who could hear and speak used it to communicate silently during class and prayer meetings. One former resident told anthropologist Nora Groce that knowing sign language in that community was something to be admired, like knowing how to speak French. Deaf and hearing people intermarried and worked alongside one another, and in many instances, the deaf people were better-educated and held more esteemed positions in the community. "This was a place where deafness was not considered a disability," Ebba Hierta, the director of the Chilmark Free Public Library, recently told me.
We might not see a society like the one in Chilmark again, but having a small hint of utopia in our country's past should point us to a greater sense of possibility for our future. We could tilt toward communities that adapt to a broader range of abilities and aptitudes -- not just because it's the moral thing to do but also because of what we might stand to gain.
For now, a modest start would be to stage our country's most consequential debate in a way that reaches more Americans and reminds us of those who need the most care.
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How the quiet war against press freedom could come to America 
Foreign leaders have developed insidious ways to curtail basic journalism. Don't be surprised if U.S. politicians draw from their playbook.
By A.G. Sulzberger | 2024-09-05
A.G. Sulzberger is the publisher of the New York Times.
After several years out of power, the former leader is returned to office on a populist platform. He blames the news media's coverage of his previous government for costing him reelection. As he sees it, tolerating the independent press, with its focus on truth-telling and accountability, weakened his ability to steer public opinion. This time, he resolves not to make the same mistake.
His country is a democracy, so he can't simply close newspapers or imprison journalists. Instead, he sets about undermining independent news organizations in subtler ways -- using bureaucratic tools such as tax law, broadcast licensing and government contracting. Meanwhile, he rewards news outlets that toe the party line -- shoring them up with state advertising revenue, tax exemptions and other government subsidies -- and helps friendly businesspeople buy up other weakened news outlets at cut rates to turn them into government mouthpieces.
Within a few years, only pockets of independence remain in the country's news media, freeing the leader from perhaps the most challenging obstacle to his increasingly authoritarian rule. Instead, the nightly news and broadsheet headlines unskeptically parrot his claims, often unmoored from the truth, flattering his accomplishments while demonizing and discrediting his critics. "Whoever controls a country's media," the leader's political director openly asserts, "controls that country's mindset and through that the country itself."

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban at a gathering of European leaders in Woodstock, England, in July. (Carl Court/Getty Images) 


This is the short version of how Viktor Orban, the prime minister of Hungary, effectively dismantled the news media in his country. This effort was a central pillar of Orban's broader project to remake his country as an "illiberal democracy." A weakened press made it easier for him to keep secrets, to rewrite reality, to undermine political rivals, to act with impunity -- and, ultimately, to consolidate unchecked power in ways that left the nation and its people worse off. It is a story that is being repeated in eroding democracies all around the world.
Over the past year, I've been asked with increasing frequency whether The New York Times, where I serve as publisher, is prepared for the possibility that a similar campaign against the free press could be embraced here in the United States, despite our country's proud tradition of recognizing the essential role journalism plays in supporting a strong democracy and a free people.
It's not a crazy question. As they seek a return to the White House, former president Donald Trump and his allies have declared their intention to increase their attacks on a press he has long derided as "the enemy of the people." Trump pledged last year: "The LameStream Media will be thoroughly scrutinized for their knowingly dishonest and corrupt coverage of people, things, and events." A senior Trump aide, Kash Patel, made the threat even more explicit: "We're going to come after you, whether it's criminally or civilly." There is already evidence that Trump and his team mean what they say. By the end of his first term, Trump's anti-press rhetoric -- which contributed to a surge in anti-press sentiment in this country and around the world -- had quietly shifted into anti-press action.
If Trump follows through on promises to continue that campaign in a second term, his efforts would likely be informed by his open admiration for the ruthlessly effective playbook of authoritarians such as Orban, whom Trump recently met with at Mar-a-Lago and praised as "a smart, strong, and compassionate leader." Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance of Ohio, recently voiced similar praise of Orban: "He's made some smart decisions there that we could learn from in the United States." One of the intellectual architects of the Republican agenda, Heritage Foundation President Kevin Roberts, asserted that Orban's Hungary was "not just a model for conservative statecraft, but the model." To loud applause from attendees of a Republican political conference held in Budapest in 2022, Orban himself left little doubt over what his model calls for. "Dear friends: We must have our own media."
To ensure we are prepared for whatever is to come, my colleagues and I have spent months studying how press freedom has been attacked in Hungary -- as well as in other democracies such as India and Brazil. The political and media environments in each country are different, and the campaigns have seen varying tactics and levels of success, but the pattern of anti-press action reveals common threads.

A wall painted with the likenesses of President Donald Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is seen in Ahmadabad, India, in February 2020. (Ajit Solanki/AP) 


These new would-be strongmen have developed a style more subtle than their counterparts in totalitarian states such as Russia, China and Saudi Arabia, who systematically censor, jail or kill journalists. For those trying to undercut independent journalism in democracies, the attacks typically exploit banal -- and often nominally legal -- weaknesses in a nation's systems of governance. This playbook generally has five parts.
As that list makes clear, these leaders have realized that crackdowns on the press are most effective when they're at their least dramatic -- not the stuff of thrillers but a movie so plodding and complicated that no one wants to watch it.
As someone who strongly believes in the foundational importance of journalistic independence, I have no interest in wading into politics. I disagree with those who have suggested that the risk Trump poses to the free press is so high that news organizations such as mine should cast aside neutrality and directly oppose his reelection. It is beyond shortsighted to give up journalistic independence out of fear that it might later be taken away. At The Times, we are committed to following the facts and presenting a full, fair and accurate picture of November's election and the candidates and issues shaping it. Our democratic model asks different institutions to play different roles; this is ours.
At the same time, as the steward of one of the country's leading news organizations, I feel compelled to speak out about threats to the free press, as my predecessors and I have done to leaders of both parties. I am doing so here, in the pages of an esteemed competitor, because I believe the risk is shared by our entire profession, as well as all who depend on it. In highlighting this campaign, I am not advising people how to vote. There are countless issues on the ballot that are closer to voters' hearts than protections for my broadly unpopular profession. But the weakening of a free and independent press matters, whatever your party or politics. The flow of trustworthy news and information is critical to a free, secure and prosperous nation. This is why defense of the free press has been a point of rare bipartisan consensus throughout the nation's history. As President Ronald Reagan put it: "There is no more essential ingredient than a free, strong, and independent press to our continued success in what the Founding Fathers called our 'noble experiment' in self-government."
That consensus has broken. A new model is being crafted that aims to undermine the ability of journalists to freely gather and report the news. It's worth getting to know what this model looks like in action.

Indo-Tibetan Border Police stand guard outside the offices of the BBC in New Delhi in February 2023, after Indian tax authorities raided the building. (Sajjad Hussain/AFP/Getty Images) 


On a Tuesday morning in 2023, more than a dozen Indian officials swept into the BBC's New Delhi and Mumbai offices. They told startled reporters and editors to step away from their computers and to hand over their cellphones. For the next three days, the journalists were barred from entering their own offices, allowing the government to scrutinize their electronics and rifle through their files. Even more surprising than the raid itself was that these officials identified themselves not as law enforcement agents but as tax auditors.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government has a history of carrying out these "tax surveys," as authorities called them, against independent Indian news organizations whose reporting has incurred his regime's wrath. Given the timing, it wasn't difficult to discern what triggered the government raid. The previous month, the BBC had released a documentary that reexamined allegations that Modi had played a role in deadly sectarian riots, a topic the prime minister has tried to keep from public view.

People watch the BBC documentary "India: The Modi Question" on a screen installed in Kochi, India, in January 2023. (Arun Chandrabose/AFP/Getty Images) 



Members of the media are seen outside the Mumbai offices of the BBC, after a raid there by tax authorities in February 2023. (Indranil Mukherjee/AFP/Getty Images) 


The government argued that its raid on the BBC offices had nothing to do with the documentary. It was simply a mundane act of good government -- auditing the books of a corporation to ensure compliance with India's notoriously complex tax code. But the raid gave the authorities three days of access to the computers and phones of journalists and editors. This risked the disclosure of confidential sources and sent an unmistakable warning to any future whistleblowers who might think to challenge Modi by exposing misconduct: Talk to journalists and we will find you. Many such dissidents have been fired, ostracized, harassed and arrested.
The raid of one of the world's best known and regarded news organizations woke the rest of the international community to what was already an ever-present reality for Indian journalists. "You never know what story will trigger what kind of response. That's what makes it so dangerous," said Siddharth Varadarajan, a founding editor of the Wire, a respected Indian news outlet. Police have raided the Wire's newsroom and the homes of its staff, and have repeatedly filed charges against its journalists, following reporting that angered the Modi government. "There's a method in the madness," Varadarajan explained. "Its ad hoc nature is part of the intimidation."
A country's immigration system, similarly opaque and centralized, is another bureaucratic lever that can be abused to put pressure on journalists. In India, Modi's government has recently begun to impose stricter visa rules on journalists and has stripped foreign-born reporters of their right to remain in the country. One result is growing journalistic tentativeness. Vanessa Dougnac, a French journalist, described this dynamic after the Indian government revoked her work permit and she was forced to leave the country, even though she had reported freely in the country for more than 20 years and her husband and son are both Indian citizens. "Under the increasing yoke of visa acquisitions and access restrictions, foreign correspondents knew they were next on the list," she wrote in May. "A precautionary paranoia took hold of everyone."
Even laws designed to support a healthy information ecosystem can be twisted. In Hungary, Orban's government has sought to manipulate the European Union's digital privacy rules to block standard investigative reporting practices, such as drawing on public-records databases.
Americans might be used to thinking of the courts as guarantors of rights and liberties -- such as freedom of the press -- against these types of abuses and contortions of laws. But the lessons from abroad remind us that the court system can also be misused to make it harder and more expensive for journalists to do their work.
In India, for example, a respected financial journalist has spent the past seven years in court defending himself against defamation cases brought over his reporting on alleged misconduct at the companies of a multibillionaire close to Modi. The Wire has spent even longer fighting a defamation claim from a lawmaker in Modi's party demanding the removal of two news articles about his business interests. "I'd be lying if I said it's not a drain on our resources," Varadarajan said. At other news organizations, journalists say colleagues have avoided pursuing important stories about powerful people -- let alone publishing them -- for fear of legal reprisal. In this way, court cases targeting the press need not be legally sound to succeed. Even when the case fails, the cost and stress of litigation can be enough to silence a reporter or encourage another to self-censor.
In Brazil, frequent abuses of the court system by former president Jair Bolsonaro and his allies were dubbed "judicial harassment." Practitioners filed lawsuits before judges they knew to be skeptical of the press. They overwhelmed journalists with superfluous court filings to drive up their legal bills. They sued in several far-flung courts at once, presenting journalists with the proposition of defending themselves on multiple fronts. The governor of one rural state, a vocal Bolsonaro ally, has used such tactics to go after more than a dozen local journalists for reporting on him, his family and his political backers -- often requesting criminal investigations into his allegations as well. Police named a recent one "Operation Fake News."

Jair Bolsonaro, the former president of Brazil, at a gathering of the Conservative Political Action Conference in Camboriu, Brazil, in July. (Pedro H. Tesch/Getty Images) 


"Bolsonaro opened the door for hatred toward journalism, and that path is now open to businessmen, lawyers, governors, [nongovernmental organizations] and others," said Cristina Tardaguila, founder of Agencia Lupa, a Brazilian fact-checking outlet. "The No. 1 plaintiff moving legal actions against journalists is a businessman -- a big fan of Bolsonaro -- who's brought more than 50 lawsuits against journalists recently."
All these anti-press efforts have benefited from the seeds of distrust that leaders have sown against independent journalism. As we've seen in our own country, accusations levied against the press by leaders of political parties, identity groups or ideological movements can quickly become articles of faith among their supporters. Today, trust in the news media sits at historic lows in much of the world -- a decline helped along by the flood of misinformation, conspiracy theories, propaganda and clickbait unleashed on social media. Meanwhile, trustworthy journalists -- already shrinking in number as news organizations struggle financially -- face surging harassment and threats for reporting unpopular truths. The combination of public distrust, weakened institutions and widespread harassment is a formula for undermining independent reporting. Szabolcs Panyi, a respected investigative journalist for the Hungarian news outlet Direkt36, explained how the constant attacks on the work and motivations of reporters like him have successfully undercut the trust he depends on: "My best friend's mother one time asked me if I'm a spy working for a foreign country."

President Donald Trump stops to talk to reporters on his way to board Marine One outside the White House in October 2018. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


It has been only eight years since Donald Trump popularized the term "fake news" as a cudgel to dismiss and attack journalism that challenged him.
That phrase, from the president of the United States, was all the encouragement many would-be authoritarians needed. In the following years, around 70 countries on six continents have enacted "fake news" laws. Nominally aimed at stamping out disinformation, many primarily serve to allow governments to punish independent journalism. Under these laws, journalists have faced fines, arrest and censorship for reporting on a separatist conflict in Cameroon, documenting Cambodian sex-trafficking rings, chronicling the covid-19 pandemic in Russia, and questioning Egyptian economic policy. Trump has effectively championed this effort, as he did when he told Bolsonaro at a joint news conference, "I'm very proud to hear the president use the term 'fake news.'"

Protesters are seen outside the Supreme Court building in D.C. in April. (Andrew Thomas/Sipa USA/AP) 


Things have come full circle. Now, it is Trump and his allies who are looking abroad to Bolsonaro and his ilk for inspiration, studying the anti-press techniques they've honed in the intervening years. The effectiveness of this playbook should not be underestimated. In Hungary, Orban allies now control upward of 80 percent of the country's news outlets. In India, Modi has so successfully subverted independent reporting -- blocking reports on everything from mass protests against his economic policy to mistreatment of the country's Muslim minority -- that much of the mainstream press is now derided as "godi media," generally translated as "lapdog media." It is wrong to imagine that this is a problem for journalists alone. The repercussions of a weakened media reverberate throughout society, masking corruption, obscuring risks to public health and safety, restricting minority rights and distorting the electoral process. Democracy itself, though still intact -- as gains by opposition parties in the recent Indian election underscored -- is viewed as more tenuous and conditional.
The free press was envisioned as a central check against democratic backsliding in the United States.
Make no mistake, no American political leader likes the scrutiny of the media or has a perfect record on press freedom. Every president since the country's founding has complained about the pesky questions of reporters who seek to keep the public informed. This includes President Joe Biden, who spoke glowingly about the importance of the free press but whose systematic avoidance of unscripted encounters with independent journalists has defied long-standing precedent and allowed him to evade questions about his age and fitness. But even with an imperfect record, both Republican and Democratic presidents, lawmakers and jurists have consistently defended and expanded protections for journalists. Over the past century in the United States, Trump stands out for his aggressive and sustained efforts to undermine the free press.
If you need evidence that Trump was just getting warmed up, look no further than the waning days of his first term, when his Justice Department secretly seized the phone logs of reporters of three of his least favorite news organizations -- The Times, The Washington Post and CNN. They had played leading roles in revealing the sorts of things he preferred to keep hidden, from his tax returns to his business and charitable misconduct to his ties with foreign governments to his role in schemes to overturn the 2020 election. Yet, as in Hungary, Brazil and India, many of the most pernicious threats to press freedom in the United States are likely to take a more prosaic form: an environment of harassment, financially punitive litigation, weaponized bureaucracy, allies mounting copycat attacks -- all aimed at further diminishing a news media weakened by years of financial struggle. This list is neither alarmist nor speculative.
For years, Trump has expressed interest in using federal funding and the tax code to punish institutions he doesn't approve of, including public media such as PBS and NPR. His Department of Homeland Security proposed strict caps on foreign-journalist visas, with extensions potentially depending on whether immigration officers approved of a reporter's work. His serial displeasure with The Post led him to threaten owner Jeff Bezos's other business interests, attempting to upend Amazon's shipping arrangement with the U.S. Postal Service and impede its defense contracting. Likewise, furious with CNN's coverage, he sought to influence the Justice Department's review of a merger involving the news outlet's parent company. More recently, he suggested that NBC and MSNBC ought to lose their broadcast licenses over their coverage of his presidency.

Attendees turn to boo members of the media as former president Donald Trump speaks in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., on Aug. 17. (Heather Khalifa/Bloomberg News/Getty Images) 


And then, of course, there is Trump's use of the courts. He has repeatedly sued The Times, The Post, CNN, and a host of other independent outlets. In Trump's most recent case against my organization, the judge deemed the allegations frivolous enough that he ordered the former president to send The Times a check for nearly $400,000 to cover its litigation costs. But Trump recognizes that even a losing lawsuit can help his cause. Musing in 2016 on his failed libel lawsuit against a Times journalist a decade earlier, he said: "I spent a couple of bucks on legal fees, and they spent a whole lot more. I did it to make his life miserable, which I'm happy about."
Crucially, these efforts have been embraced by his supporters and ideological allies around the country. His lawsuits against the media have inspired similar efforts by his backers, many sharing the same lawyers. Influential conservative jurists, including two Supreme Court justices, have expressed an interest in making it easier to win lawsuits against journalists -- an effort consistent with Trump's desire to "open up libel laws." These legal tactics appear to have emboldened state officials, judges and others to take their own steps to undercut journalism they don't like. In 2023, the Freedom of the Press Foundation found that courts had issued 11 gag orders censoring journalists from Democratic and Republican officials alike. At the local level, officials are taking aggressive anti-press actions. In Kansas last year, sheriff deputies raided a local newspaper's offices on the preposterous grounds that relying on public records in its reporting constituted identity theft. In Mississippi, a former governor is pursuing a lawsuit against a nonprofit newsroom that the editor says is intended to impede its award-winning reporting into wrongful spending by the state's welfare system. "If we're forced to spend our limited resources on legal fees to defend a meritless lawsuit," Adam Ganucheau, the editor in chief of the nonprofit Mississippi Today, wrote recently, "That's less money we can devote to the costly investigative journalism that often is the only way taxpayers and voters learn about how their leaders truly behave when they believe no one is watching."
Those cheering on such attacks against the media would do well to remember why press freedom is not a Democratic or Republican ideal but an American one. The Founders understood that it provided an essential check against government overreach, no matter who held office. Abuses of power by one set of partisans, after all, have a tendency to boomerang when the political tide turns. In Brazil, Bolsonaro was unable to fully undercut the country's checks and balances and was voted out of office. Though much of the damage he caused to democratic traditions has been reversed, the norms around the free press and free expression remain weakened. Since Bolsonaro left office, federal prosecutors have sued to cancel broadcast licenses held by a network aligned with the former president. A Brazilian Supreme Court justice has censored thousands of social media posts and dozens of largely right-wing social media accounts, including those belonging to conservative journalists, on sometimes dubious grounds. That effort escalated last week when the justice ordered the social media platform X blocked altogether.
The story of the anti-press efforts around the world underscores the foundational importance of press freedom to democracy. Access to trustworthy news doesn't just leave the public better informed. It strengthens businesses. It makes nations more secure. In place of distrust and alienation, it instills mutual understanding and civic engagement. It unearths corruption and incompetence to ensure that the good of the nation is placed above the self-interest of any given leader. This is what gets compromised when the free and independent press is weakened.
Fortunately, we in the press aren't powerless against attacks such as the ones our colleagues abroad have faced. At The Times, we already report every day from countries where the safety and freedom of the press are not a given. We are taking active steps to prepare ourselves for a more difficult environment at home, as well: Ensuring our reporters and editors know how to protect their sources and themselves. Preparing for legal fights, from budgeting for increased expenses to understanding how outside vendors will respond if federal agents make secret demands for phone logs or emails. Maintaining pristine business practices -- news-related or not -- to minimize exposure to abusive tax or regulatory enforcement. Preparing colleagues to remain resilient in the face of harassment campaigns and offering them robust institutional support in those moments. Pushing to formalize foundational protections for journalism, such as the right to keep sources confidential and protections against frivolous lawsuits. Contesting campaigns to instill distrust in media organizations by telling the story of what independent journalism is and why it matters. And, through it all, treating the journalistic imperative to promote truth and understanding as a north star -- while refusing to be baited into opposing or championing any particular side. "No matter how well-intentioned," Joel Simon, the former head of the Committee to Protect Journalists, wrote last month on what he's learned studying attacks on press freedom, "such undertakings can often help populist and authoritarian leaders rally their own supporters against 'entrenched elites' and justify a subsequent crackdown on the media."
As we take these steps, I have in my mind a final lesson from our brave colleagues in places like Hungary, India and Brazil. The journalistic mission to follow the facts and deliver the truth must persist, whatever the pressure or the obstacles. Even in the face of relentless efforts to undermine and punish their work, there are those who fight back by continuing to bring the public the news and information it needs. I hope our nation, with protections for a free press explicitly enshrined in the First Amendment, will maintain its distinctively open path, regardless of the outcome of this election or any other. No matter what happens, we must be ready to continue to bring the truth to the public without fear or favor.
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A thousand feet underground, a hero you never heard of
Plus: Near-Earth asteroids. Poisoned college football.
By Drew Goins | 2024-09-04
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Christopher Mark at a mine in Alabama. (Courtesy of Christopher Mark) 


When we asked Michael Lewis, author of "Moneyball," "The Big Short" and "Going Infinite," to find a story deep within the federal government, he must have taken us literally: The extraordinary story he unearthed plays out more than a thousand feet below ground.
Lewis's profile, "The Canary," is the first of a new Post Opinions series examining the unbelievable and typically unseen contributions of the bureaucrats who work right on through all the politics loudly unfolding outside their offices. He chooses to spotlight Christopher Mark, an engineer whose assiduous work reshaped coal mine safety. Until Mark, miners in the United States had died in tunnel collapses every single year; his research changed that.
Lewis first stumbled upon Mark's name on a ledger of federal employees whose laudable contributions were soporifically listed. But the descriptor "former coal miner" jumped out at Lewis.
"They caused a picture to pop into my head," Lewis writes. "Of a person. Who must have grown up in a coal mining family. In West Virginia, I assumed, because, really, where else? ... His father, or maybe his brother, had been killed by a falling coal mine roof."
Lewis was way off. The real story is so much more interesting. It begins with a kid born to a Princeton University professor and a classical pianist and then soars through the flying buttresses of Gothic France before plunging deep into the bedrock -- an escape from bourgeois life and the start of an underground political revolution. Politics then gives way to survival, as it tends to do under thousands of pounds of pressure, and Mark encounters disaster after disaster.
(There is also an interactive passage in which the physics of a coal mine are presented as a vanilla and chocolate fudge cake; a turkey club sandwich comes into the picture later, in case you don't have a sweet tooth.)
Mark's story, so far below our feet, is an extra-fitting kickoff for this series meant to bring public servants' profiles up to the surface. Take a minute -- or 30, with this most luxurious of long reads -- and hold his accomplishments to the light.
Chaser: Keep following Post Opinions for the next stories from the reaches of the federal government -- including at the National Archives, NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory and, yes, the IRS.
Private equity today, Saudi wealth fund tomorrow.
This is the trajectory that magazine editor Bill Saporito worries the NFL is setting out on with its decision to allow PE firms to purchase up to 10 percent ownership in each of the league's teams. As he writes, "The most exclusive club in sports will now allow the vulture class to own a small stake in the most valuable franchises in sports."
Private equity has a pretty checkered record of actually helping business -- just ask the "now bankrupt Red Lobster," Saporito says -- which means the 10 percent limit is probably smart. But how long will that forbearance last?
And how long before the league opens itself up to foreign investment? Qatar's sovereign wealth fund "already owns a piece of D.C.'s Capitals, Wizards and Mystics," Saporito writes. Can the Commanders be far behind?
Too much money talk -- let us turn to college ball, where it's all about the love of the game!
As if, says George Will, who complains that the only silver lining of the college athletics industry's wanton professionalization via eye-popping name, image and likeness payments to players this season is the refreshing abandonment of any pretense.
George writes: "Today's hot pursuit of beefy boys is unlovely." Hear, hear!

(Yan Wu/The Washington Post) 


Back to Christopher Mark for a second. He did amazing work stopping mine roofs from crushing people. Can he do anything about asteroids?
No? Okay, well, I guess this problem falls to a massive, global cooperative effort.
The Editorial Board, in a very science-exhibit-y interactive, lays out the problem of these hurtling space rocks, specifically the ones in the Goldilocks zone: "small enough to escape earthly notice, and large enough to do real damage."
The good news is that NASA doesn't know of any asteroids headed for impact; the bad news is that NASA knows there are lots of asteroids it doesn't know about.
The board surveys the options the world might weigh to fend off a surprise 'stroid, including nukes (!) and plasma beams (!!). Best of all, the whole thing is informed by -- where's her big profile? -- NASA's acting planetary defense officer.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Thick seam of genius
Genius? Better -- diligence
Mined for all it's worth
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. I'll be on bereavement leave the rest of the week, but I'll see you all on Monday.
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In this free speech fight, Musk's X has marked the right position 
Elon Musk is in the right in his dispute with Brazilian authorities.
By Editorial Board | 2024-09-04

Elon Musk speaks to reporters in D.C. on Sept. 13, 2023. (Elizabeth Frantz for The Washington Post) 


When it comes to free expression, Elon Musk tends to talk the talk more ably than he walks the walk. In his latest public tussle on the subject, however, he's managing to do both. The billionaire CEO of Tesla and SpaceX is correct when he says a Brazilian jurist's move to unilaterally prohibit X, which he owns, from operating in the country is an assault on internet speech around the world.
Brazilian Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de Moraes has been on a quest to clean up online disinformation for years, having ordered platforms to remove reams of posts that he has declared threatening to democracy. The effort garnered praise from left of center commentators during the latter stages of right-wing populist Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro's term, as the then-incumbent and his supporters threatened not to accept the results if they lost the 2022 election. And, indeed, yanking down lies with the potential to distort the vote or inspire violence may be the responsible thing for platforms such as X to do in certain limited circumstances. But it is beyond irresponsible for the government to make such calls. The story in Brazil has shown why.
Mr. Moraes's takedown campaign might have been effective in combating right-wing conspiracy theories, but at a substantial cost to free expression -- with mandates for removals and even arrest warrants often issued under seal and with scant reasoning to support them. The recent move against X is both more of the same and just plain more: After X ignored the court's orders to block more than 140 accounts, the justice warned he would arrest its legal representative in Brazil. That prompted Mr. Musk to remove X's team from the country. That lack of a physical presence, in turn, led Mr. Moraes to instruct that X be blocked for all 220 million Brazilians -- who, he said, could face fines of almost $9,000 a day if they tried to circumvent the restriction.
If this sounds authoritarian, it is. Whatever the threat to democracy that the accounts Mr. Moraes wanted gone might have posed, the threat from one government official limiting the speech of 220 million people is greater. Taken together with Mr. Moraes's choice to freeze the assets of internet-provider Starlink, a separate company of Mr. Musk's, this move aligns Brazil not with the free world but with the likes of China and Russia.
None of this is to say that Mr. Musk has pursued his goals through the most practical means, or even the most principled ones. His own posts are regularly gratuitous and inflammatory, including his recent reposting of a declaration that the U.S. government ought to be made up exclusively of "high[-testosterone] alpha males." He doesn't consistently go after online lies but rather sporadically spreads them. Just this week, he promoted Tucker Carlson's interview with a historian who traffics in apologetics for Hitler. Meanwhile, Mr. Musk bizarrely cracked down on the term "cisgender."
When it comes to heeding speech-control rules of other countries, Mr. Musk's commitment to unfettered expression has also been inconsistent. Other companies, such as Meta and Google, routinely challenge orders they find objectionable in court -- and publish information about their legal salvos. Twitter did the same -- when it was Twitter. Now, as X, the company appears to prefer to pick and choose legal stands based on no clear set of values. There's nary a transparency report to be found, but all signs point to a rise rather than a dip in compliance with state demands. Many of the orders with which X has complied have had little justification apart from preserving leaders' thin skins: X, for instance, consented to scrub out links in India to a BBC documentary critical of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Even in the Brazil case, Mr. Musk didn't lodge a complaint in any venue. He simply went along with the mandates until, eventually, he didn't.
For all that, Brazilians shouldn't have to put up with a government suppressing political viewpoints, however abhorrent a court might think those opinions are. Mr. Musk himself has a right to speak his mind, and to legal due process, notwithstanding Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva's demagogic take to the contrary: "The world is not obliged to put up with [Mr. Musk's] far-right free for all just because he is rich," he has said. This response reflects badly on the democratic vocation of Mr. da Silva, who was indeed legitimately elected in 2022. And the entire episode is turning into a cautionary tale for democracies that believe the answer to troublesome online expression is to suppress it.
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No amount of personal responsibility will make the housing market fair
Kamala Harris has a questionable housing plan. Meanwhile, workers struggle to find homes.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-09-04

A for sale sign is displayed outside a home in Mount Lebanon, Pa., on Tuesday, Sept. 21, 2021. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)


Regarding the July 29 front-page article "A new, unlikely face of homelessness: Workers,":
A single parent, a full-time job and the will to survive walk into a bank in 2024, asking for a home loan. The entire setup seems like a joke because it is. Have good credit? Doesn't matter. A full-time job? Tough. Don't ask for something more.
When I moved into my parent's basement apartment -- a ridiculously kind offering in the thick of my life's mess for which I will forever be grateful -- I was told that I could rest, recover and relaunch. During the first few months, I had an infant and a part-time job that paid minimum wage, and I had just been through a divorce. Now, I've worked a full-time job for years, have paid back my credit cards and have letters of recommendation. I pay my car insurance, phone bill, groceries, diapers, entertainment -- you name it, I buy it. I budget my month respectably and keep pleasure spending to a minimum. We live below our means. We are still struggling.
When I first applied for a loan, I wasn't aware of how high interest rates were. When they told me my qualifying loan would be well below $200,000, I felt myself shatter. This would not pay for a home. Was I stuck in my parent's basement for the next five years? Ten?
There are also one-hundred and one apartment complexes around the gym where I work, and any of them would be great options to apply for, but they all suffer from the same problem: They cost as much, if not more, than a mortgage.
My life's desire is to give my child a home. Every day, I am grateful that she has a roof over her head, but there is still a part of me that wishes I had made more. A part of me feels like a failure -- even though I have a traditional full-time job and financial independence in all other areas of my life. So, I'll keep working. I'll keep being grateful for my loving parents. I'll keep saving and hoping the economy settles and housing prices come down.
For now, I'm grateful not to have a mortgage. If I did, we might not survive.
Alyssa McGuire, Athens, Ga.
The July 29 front-page article sheds much-needed light on the homelessness and housing crises in America. As the article outlines, with rent prices continuing to rise, many people working for hourly wages are unable to afford rent along with other necessities.
While rapid rehousing and addressing the immediate housing crisis are essential for providing immediate relief, long-term solutions are crucial for creating sustainable and lasting impacts in our communities. Some long-term strategies include increasing the availability of affordable housing through policies that incentivize developers to create and maintain affordable units; supporting small businesses and entrepreneurship, particularly in marginalized communities; and pushing for increased funding for affordable housing programs and social services at the local, state and federal levels.
It is essential that we continue to provide services and resources to families experiencing homelessness to rehabilitate and guide them through the housing crisis. However, it is equally important that our leaders expand our approach to addressing homelessness to provide more affordable housing and comprehensive support for those experiencing homelessness, mimicking the success of my group, Homestretch, which helps homeless families get back on their feet.
Barfonce Baldwin, Washington
The writer is the executive director of Homestretch.
Jim Parrott and Mark Zandi have praise and criticism for Vice President Kamala Harris's housing proposal in their Aug. 26 op-ed, "Harris's plan could solve the housing crisis," but both writers and Ms. Harris overlook important points.
The costs of land, labor and materials have indeed risen too high for builders to make a profit on affordable housing, but one of these three is not like the others. High pay encourages people to become construction workers, and high prices for beams and plumbing fixtures encourage their production. However, high land costs do not encourage production or create jobs for landmakers.
Construction regulations and demand have all made land more expensive. Attempts to subsidize housing are likely to increase the demand for land, driving up land prices further.
We need less snob zoning and property tax reform. Let's replace the property tax -- on buildings and land -- with a land-only tax. Such a tax would make land speculation unprofitable, and relief from taxes on buildings would encourage housing construction. If we are to address the lack of affordable housing effectively, we need to think outside the box.
Nicholas D. Rosen, Arlington
The writer is president of the Center for the Study of Economics.
Jim Parrott and Mark Zandi make a reasonable case for supporting Vice President Kamala Harris's solution to the inadequate U.S. housing supply. However, as a 45-year  developer of affordable rental housing, I can say their argument contains a few flaws.
First, existing tools such as the low-income housing tax credit could indeed help finance more rental housing for low-income families. But relatively few municipalities have the capacity to process these applications or ensure their successful implementation. Further, many of them have no willingness to create such capacity or fund the developments themselves.
Affordable rental housing is essential for growing a municipality's retail and commercial tax base, and some local governments -- like Loudoun and Prince William counties -- have taken strong steps forward. But  winning these scarce tax credits requires substantial local contributions. Putting together all the pieces of a complex capital structure just for the chance of obtaining a subsidy is difficult and expensive for developers, state agencies, local officials and investors.
The writers also mischaracterize the nature of the subsidies. They are not "tax breaks for the developers." Low-income housing tax credits are indeed awarded to developers, but they are most often sold to investors -- usually banks -- to get financing and equity.
The subsidies required to incentivize affordable for-sale housing would presumably be different, as described in the column. But they probably wouldn't work like Ms. Harris hopes. Her proposal would provide a $25,000 down payment grant for a first-time buyer. This would raise the price of homes unless the supply issue is fixed first.
Most affordable housing developers, whether for profit or nonprofit, earn their living from "developer fees" as part of the total building cost. Developers might succeed in building affordable subdivisions with capital subsidies and supplemental help from "a tax break on profits," as described by the writers. But developers tend to see only a 10 percent profit on a sale. A tax break on those profits alone will not be enough to make the unit affordable for low- or moderate-income households. The numbers simply do not work.
The writers are right about the scale of the problem and the total cost of solving it:  huge. If the United States really wants to expand and distribute the available stock of affordable housing, we will need federal resources. We'll also need to overcome political resistance, and we'll need the amount of expertise and local government staff these programs require. "Resources of the private sector" are essential but not even close to sufficient.
Jim Edmondson, McLean
The writer is co-founder of Wellington Development.
Ward 3 is well-positioned to prove Vice President Kamala Harris's housing plan successful. Where better than Friendship Heights to envision robust affordable rental and home-ownership opportunities for families making less than the median household income   -- bus drivers, nurses' aides, grounds keepers, teaching assistants and those working in the grocery stores along upper Wisconsin Avenue?
The most promising immediate opportunity is at the two WMATA sites:  the existing garage and its future home at the former Lord and Taylor. A preliminary study by NW Opportunity Partners Community Development Corp. and Ward 3 Housing Justice suggests that, in addition to a state-of-the-art garage twice as large as the current one, developers could construct as many as 1,222 affordable apartment units and 14 affordable homeowner residences in seven townhouses.
Friendship Heights might appear to be unlikely and uncompetitive: expensive land, for-profit players who are loath to provide more than they must, and an anemic zoning framework that lacks both vision and strategy to provide housing for local workers. But this neighborhood also has phenomenal assets for success: exceptional public transportation, an organized bi-state business community and an abundance of vacant and underutilized land.
What will it take to capitalize on Ms. Harris's plan? First, engage D.C.'s highly skilled, mission-driven affordable housing developers and community financial institutions to produce a compelling and innovative blueprint. Then, lobby to remove impediments. Next, revive the long-stalled plan for a new garage with deep community engagement. Above all, keep in mind Daniel Burnham's advice: "Make no little plans. ... Make big plans. Aim high in hope and work, remembering that a noble, logical diagram once recorded will never die."
Meg Maguire, Washington
The writer is chair of the NW Opportunity Partners Community Development Corp.
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Adm. Mike Mullen: Politics has no place at Arlington's Section 60 
Our fallen and departed veterans did not serve, fight or die for party.
By Mike Mullen | 2024-09-05

Section 60 of Arlington National Cemetery on Aug. 15, 2021. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post) 


Mike Mullen, a retired U.S. Navy admiral, was chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff from 2007 to 2011.
Grieving families gathered at Arlington National Cemetery last week to commemorate the third anniversary of a terrorist attack in Afghanistan that took the lives of 13 brave American troops.
What was supposed to be a healing moment -- a simple wreath-laying at the Tomb of the Unknowns -- became a political event when campaign officials and cameramen attended the ceremony and visited Section 60 of the cemetery. Section 60 holds the remains of hundreds of men and women killed in Afghanistan and Iraq.
I was sorry to see that happen and never want to see it happen again.
To be sure, I hope the wreath-laying offered solace to those Gold Star families and the veterans who participated. I hope that, even if only for a moment, the burden of their unimaginable sorrow was lifted. They had every right to be there, as did their special guest.
But no part of Arlington -- or any veterans' cemetery for that matter -- should ever play host to partisan activity. These cemeteries are sacred ground. They represent the final resting places of our best, our brightest, our most unselfish citizens.
Our fallen and departed veterans did not serve, fight or die for party. They fought and died for country, for each other, for their families and for us. They served in a military that defends all Americans -- regardless of creed, color, race and, yes, voting habits.
Politics has no place in the ranks. And it absolutely has no place in our national cemeteries.
That goes double for Section 60. For the surviving family members of the men and women buried there, Section 60 is not a graveyard. It is a sanctuary, as alive to them now as their loved ones were not so long ago. Their memories -- and their loss -- are as thick as the hot summer air and as fresh and fragrant as the turf so recently turned over.
Walk those neat, clean white rows for yourself. Read the headstones. And marvel at the youth beneath your feet. There are few old men or old women buried in Section 60. And there aren't many old mourners, either. On any given day, you'll see school-age kids missing a mom or dad, young spouses yearning for the soft embrace of a husband or wife, and parents far too young to have buried a son or a daughter.
Talk to those mourners, as I have, and you'll hear the stories of the fallen. You'll hear about the fish they caught, the marathons they ran, the jokes they pulled, the love and the life they embraced. But you won't hear a whit about politics. Not a breath about who voted for whom. Section 60 is far too big a place for that.
These families and friends come to pray, to cry, to read aloud from a favorite book, to spread a blanket on the soft grass and nap and dream of closer, happier days. It may be open to the public, but Section 60 is an intensely private place. That's why there are strict rules there and elsewhere at the cemetery forbidding partisan activity, including campaign photography.
To intrude upon that scene -- to visit politics upon it -- is to do much more than violate those rules; it is to betray the very nature of Arlington. It is to mock the apolitical nature of our military and to dishonor the sacrifices made by those who rest there. Worse, it may lead others to think less of those sacrifices, to view them as smaller than they actually were. And that's a travesty, no matter what the visitor may have intended.
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Birds of a feather
Ann Telnaes cartoon on JD Vance's comments on childless women.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-09-04

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)


Related:
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One urgent reason the justices need a credible ethics code? Ginni Thomas.
And you thought she couldn't do any more to cast disrepute on the Supreme Court.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-09-04
 

Virginia "Ginni" Thomas, wife of Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas, during a break from being questioned behind closed doors by investigators on the House Jan. 6 committee in 2022. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Just when you think Virginia "Ginni" Thomas can't do any more to cast disrepute on the institution where her husband has served as a justice for more than three decades, just when you think that perhaps, just perhaps, the justices and their spouses have been chastened by the torrent of bad publicity -- there she goes again.
 The latest bombshell,  from ProPublica and Documented, involves Thomas's gushing, all-caps thank-you email to the conservative First Liberty Institute. This is not just any conservative organization -- it's one that litigates extensively before the Supreme Court, on some of its most contested cases involving religious liberty and LGBTQ+ rights.
 And Thomas's email was not just some generic note of appreciation.  It was to praise First Liberty for its fierce, and deep-pocketed, fight against ... wait for it ... proposals to reform the Supreme Court and strengthen ethics enforcement against the justices.
 "YOU GUYS HAVE FILLED THE SAILS OF MANY JUDGES. CAN I JUST TELL YOU, THANK YOU SO, SO, SO MUCH," Thomas wrote in an email read by First Liberty President Kelly Shackelford during a July 31 call with his group's top donors, according to the report.
 Shackelford shared that a D.C.-based First Liberty staffer had met early that day with Ginni Thomas, who then sent Shackelford an email praising the group for its role in fighting Supreme Court reform.
"Great to meet through the meetings today," Thomas wrote. "I cannot adequately express enough appreciation for you guys pulling into reacting to the Biden effort on the Supreme Court," she added, referring to President Joe Biden's recently announced proposals on term limits and an enforceable ethics code.
The impropriety here is multilayered -- and staggering.
Ginni Thomas is a political activist by vocation, and, as I've written before, that's her prerogative. It's her constitutional right. And justices' spouses have every right to pursue separate careers, including in politics and advocacy. "We have our own separate careers and our own ideas and opinions too," she told the Washington Free Beacon. "Clarence doesn't discuss his work with me, and I don't involve him in my work."
That was in 2022, when reports surfaced about Ginni Thomas's attendance at the Jan. 6 rally on the Ellipse and her broader involvement in the "Stop the Steal" movement, including pressing state legislators to set aside the election results.
Now Ginni Thomas's isn't just lobbying to "Stop the Steal" -- she's trying to Stop the Reform of her husband's own institution. So much for separate careers. Ginni Thomas's own behavior around the 2020 election, and Clarence Thomas's conduct in accepting, and failing to disclose, thousands of dollars' worth of gifts from wealthy conservatives helped trigger the push for court reform in the first place. Now, we know, Ginni Thomas is a behind-the-scenes player seeking to frustrate any changes -- and a grateful ("THANK YOU SO, SO, SO MUCH") beneficiary of First Liberty's efforts on the Thomases' behalf.
This would be wildly inappropriate if First Liberty were a run-of-the-mill ideological organization, but the group isn't only that. It's a frequent litigant before the Supreme Court and the lower federal courts.
Remember the praying football coach? He's a First Liberty client; Clarence Thomas voted that his constitutional rights had been violated when he lost his job. The Maine families who said they were entitled to state funding to send their children to religious schools? First Liberty clients, too, and also beneficiaries of Thomas's vote.
It was clear,  or so I thought, that Clarence Thomas should recuse himself from deciding Jan. 6-related cases after Ginni Thomas called the election a "heist."
There isn't merely an ethics code to which the justices have voluntarily subjected themselves, albeit under duress. There's a federal law that requires justices, like all other judges, to recuse themselves in situations in which their impartiality might reasonably be questioned.
Clarence Thomas, apparently, didn't think matters rose to that level when it came to election-related cases. But how can he justify continuing to sit on cases involving First Liberty now that we know Ginni Thomas's is "SO, SO, SO" beholden to the group?
In his talk to the group's "very top supporters," Shackelford improbably cast the battle against court reform as a fight for the rule of law, with those pressing for an enforceable ethics code motivated not by concern about the justices' behavior but a desire to change the outcome of cases with which they disagree.
He reserved his harshest words for Justice Elena Kagan, who had the apparent temerity to suggest, in July remarks at a judicial conference, that the court would benefit if the ethics code it adopted had an enforcement component. "That is incredible, somewhat treasonous, what Kagan did," Shackelford said. "The chief justice rules the court. They're trying to keep the other branches' hands off of them. And then you've got Kagan from the inside really being somewhat disloyal and somewhat treasonous in what she's doing."
Treasonous? Disloyal? The addition of a modifying "somewhat" doesn't begin to justify Shackelford's use of those words.
The chief justice doesn't "rule" the court -- as he often says, he's one of nine. Kagan's modest proposal isn't for Congress to impose an enforcement mechanism on the court, it is for the chief justice to appoint "some sort of committee of highly respected judges with a great deal of experience with a reputation for fairness" to review ethics questions. And as she pointed out, such a panel "would provide a kind of safe harbor" for justices unfairly accused of misconduct.
This is hardly treasonous. As Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson told CBS News's Norah O'Donnell in remarks broadcast this week, "a binding code of ethics is pretty standard for judges. And so I guess the question is, 'Is the Supreme Court any different?' And I guess I have not seen a persuasive reason as to why the court is different than the other courts."
But there is a persuasive reason the high court does need an enforcement mechanism. Her name is Ginni Thomas.
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Virginia Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears announces her candidacy for governor
Her announcement kicks off a historic bid to become the first woman to lead the state and the first Black woman to serve as governor anywhere in the nation.
By Laura Vozzella, Gregory S. Schneider | 2024-09-05

Winsome Earle-Sears (R), then-candidate for Virginia lieutenant governor, addresses a leadership luncheon on Sept. 1, 2021, in McLean, Va. (Cliff Owen/AP)


RICHMOND -- Republican Lt. Gov. Winsome Earle-Sears will seek her party's nomination for Virginia governor next year, she announced Thursday, kicking off a historic bid to become the first woman to lead the state and the first Black woman to serve as governor anywhere in the nation.
A Jamaican immigrant,  Marine veteran and former state legislator, Earle-Sears won statewide office in 2021. She quickly developed a loyal fan base for a charismatic, unfiltered style that has variously led her to gavel the state Senate into session with a high-heeled shoe and to break -- if only temporarily -- with her party's standard-bearer, former president Donald Trump.
A staunch conservative, Earle-Sears could face competition for the nomination from Attorney General Jason Miyares (R), who is widely known to be considering a run to succeed term-limited Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R).
If she wins the nomination, Earle-Sears could face another woman in the November 2025 general election -- Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-Va.), currently her party's only declared gubernatorial candidate.
Earle-Sears acknowledged the historic nature of her run in a written campaign announcement that also touted her nearly three years of work with the "Youngkin-Sears Administration," a period she argued steered Virginia "back on course toward prosperity."
"I could have never believed growing up that I could be asking Virginians for their faith and confidence in me to serve them as governor of our great Commonwealth," Earle-Sears said in the announcement. "Yes, this is an opportunity to make history, but our campaign is about making life better for every Virginian right here, right now."
Miyares released a statement Thursday that seemed to scold Earle-Sears for announcing her plans ahead of November's presidential election.
"We all need to be focused on this November's elections before even thinking about next year," the attorney general's statement said.
With her announcement, Earle-Sears released a 90-second campaign video, called "Ever Forward," that detailed her up-by-the-bootstraps biography and association with the Youngkin administration.
Earle-Sears immigrated to the United States at 6 years old, following her father, who had come ahead of the family with $1.75 in his pocket. She served one term in Virginia's House of Delegates in the early 2000s and, in 2003, did not seek reelection for personal reasons.
In 2004, Earle-Sears ran for Congress, losing to Rep. Robert C. "Bobby" Scott (D-Va.).
Earle-Sears planned to kick off her campaign in person with an appearance in Virginia Beach on Thursday evening.
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Police arrest man they say tossed gun that went off, killing D.C. officer
Tyrell Lamonte Bailey, 27, has been charged in a warrant with unlawful possession of a firearm with a prior conviction, D.C. police said.
By Peter Hermann, Keith L. Alexander | 2024-09-05

Wayne David, 51, was fatally wounded last week. (D.C. Police Department)


The man who police allege discarded a gun that went off while a veteran police officer tried to retrieve it from a storm drain in Northeast Washington, fatally wounding the officer last week, surrendered to police overnight, according to the department's spokesman.
Tyrell Lamonte Bailey, 27, has been charged in a warrant with unlawful possession of a firearm with a prior conviction, according to D.C. police. Court records show he was released from federal prison in 2022 after serving seven years for his role in an armed robbery.
It could not immediately be determined whether Bailey, who lives in Hillcrest Heights, Md., would make a court appearance Thursday, or whether he has an attorney. A D.C. Superior Court spokesman said Bailey would be charged in federal court, where the maximum penalty for a conviction of being a felon in possession of a firearm is 10 years in prison.
Further details of the arrest and where it occurred were not immediately available. In a statement, D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith expressed her "appreciation for the community for their tips and information that led to identifying and the arrest of this individual."
Smith said the department's "focus is on honoring the memory and legacy of Investigator Wayne David and giving him an exceptional send off during his funeral services next week."
Authorities said they have linked the gun, which they allege Bailey put in the drain during a police pursuit along D.C. Route 295 on Aug. 28, to the death of David, a police officer who died shortly after he was struck by a bullet from that firearm.
David, 51, was a member of the violent crime suppression team, which is largely responsible for seizing and collecting illegal firearms in the District. The 25-year veteran was among the original members of the gun recovery unit, and he had worked in the unit beyond his retirement age.
Police said officers first noticed Bailey in the early evening hours of Aug. 28 exiting a vehicle parked in an alley along Quarles Street in the Kenilworth neighborhood of Northeast Washington. According to an arrest warrant filed in D.C. Superior Court on Thursday, the officer asserted Bailey was "exhibiting movements and actions that led them to believe that he was armed with a weapon."
Bailey ran when the officers approached him, according to the warrant.
Police allege that Bailey ran along the southbound lanes of Route 295 and dropped the firearm down a storm drain. Police said he then ran across the busy highway, went through a gap in median strip fencing -- losing a white shoe that police later found -- and got onto the back of a motorcycle stopped in traffic. The driver of that motorcycle took off, police said. The warrant says much of the pursuit on foot was captured on various surveillance cameras, including footage of him bending over on the side of the highway "consistent with placing an object on the ground."
Police called David to the scene to retrieve the firearm, which was seen two to three feet down the storm drain. Officers were unable to remove the grate, according to two public safety officials familiar with the investigation. Those officials said David used a metal tool typically used to unlock car doors to reach the weapon when it suddenly discharged, striking him in the head. The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a matter that is still being investigated.
The arrest warrant says that after David was shot, forensic investigators went to the scene, removed the grate and retrieved a black Smith & Wesson .40-caliber pistol loaded with eight bullets. Smith has said that its serial number had been scratched off and that officials were working to determine whether the gun is linked to other crimes.
On Saturday, police said they had located the motorcyclist but did not arrest him. According to the warrant, the motorcycle driver came forward a day after the shooting. The man told police, according to the warrant, that he had been driving to Bladensburg, Md., and stopped to assist victims of a traffic crash.
A short time later, the driver told police he encountered a man wearing no shoes screaming on the side of Route 295. He told police, according to the warrant, the man yelled that "he had just been robbed and people were trying kill him." The driver allowed him to get on the back of his motorcycle and he dropped him off at a convenience store in Northeast Washington. That driver has not been charged with a crime.
D.C. police said in the warrant that they searched a gold Honda with Virginia license plates parked in the alley off Quarles Street, where officers had first encountered Bailey. Police said they found a wallet with Bailey's Maryland driver's license. In addition, police said a witness identified Bailey as the man in surveillance photographs distributed by police.
Court records show that in 2016, Bailey pleaded guilty in federal court in Maryland to robbery and using a firearm in a crime of violence. He was accused along with others with robbing a T-Mobile store in Prince George's County in April of that year. Authorities said in court documents that Bailey -- wearing a mask and armed with a semiautomatic handgun -- forced an employee to a storeroom, demanded a safe be opened and took 28 smartphones worth over $20,000.
David was the sixth D.C. police officer to die in the line of duty since 2007 and the first to be fatally shot since 2004, according to online department records. He had a son and a daughter, and a brother who retired from the D.C. police force.
Colleagues have spoken glowingly about the officer, noting his calm temperament and ever-present smile. An assistant police chief said David had probably seized or recovered more illegal firearms than anyone else on the force.
Colleagues described David as a quiet, unassuming fixture on the force who was passionate about his job. He trained many of the leaders in the department and mentored youths.
David's funeral is scheduled for 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 12 at Ebenezer AME Church in Prince George's County.

A makeshift memorial to honor Officer Wayne David. (Emily Davies/The Washington Post)
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After bitter GOP primary in this deep-red Virginia district, more anger
After a bitter primary election between former congressman Bob Good and state Sen. John J. McGuire III in Virginia's 5th District, the local GOP is locked in a feud.
By Laura Vozzella | 2024-09-05

Virginia state Sen. John McGuire (R) speaks with voters outside an elementary school in Lynchburg on June 18. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


GOOCHLAND COUNTY, Va. -- Rob Reese stewed a good long while after Donald Trump and establishment Republicans teamed up to topple his ultraconservative congressman, House Freedom Caucus Chairman Bob Good, in the GOP's mid-June primary election.
Then in late August, more than two months after state Sen. John J. McGuire III (R-Goochland) squeaked out a win in rural central Virginia, Reese decided it was time to shift his attention to November. He drove two metal stakes in the ground outside his small business on the main drag in Goochland County and attached an eight-foot campaign sign -- for Good.
"I'll do a write-in," said Reese, who is in his late 50s and has sworn off voting for McGuire or the Democrat on the Nov. 5 ballot, Gloria Witt.
As political candidates across the country begin the post-Labor Day sprint toward Election Day, Virginia's deeply red 5th Congressional District can't seem to shake off its midsummer, internecine feud. The primary between two hard-right election deniers was uncommonly bitter, nationalized and protracted -- forced into double-overtime with a marathon recount on Aug. 1 and a highly unusual, court-ordered review conducted just last week.
Feeling burned by opposing wings of their party -- Trump helped push Good out to avenge an endorsement snub alongside GOP establishment forces tired of his obstructionism -- Good's most ardent supporters are not just sulking over his 366-vote loss. They are boiling mad and seeking revenge, with plans to write in Good or to even vote for Witt.
"There's still this idea that, somehow, things weren't quite right and there was some sort of injustice," said David Richards, political science chair at the University of Lynchburg. "They're not fighting over ideological issues. It's kind of like two alpha dogs fighting in the yard."
Write-in campaigns seldom succeed and Good has not endorsed the effort -- indeed, he cannot, under Virginia GOP rules, without getting booted from the party for four years.
But the enduring bad blood -- playing out in skirmishes at local committee meetings and on social media, in McGuire's continued public swipes at the incumbent he beat and in Good's early-bird declaration that he will run again in 2026 -- could have consequences for Republicans even if it does not put the seat in play. Although Trump does not need to win Virginia to reclaim the White House, the former president wants to run competitively in the state, if only to force Vice President Kamala Harris's presidential campaign to spend time and money here.
The GOP also needs its activists engaged ahead of next year's races for governor, lieutenant governor and attorney general, three statewide offices the party currently holds but could easily see slip away. The Good-McGuire hangover hardly helps on either front.
"If Bob was on the ballot, I'd be working my tail off for him," said Tim Boyer, 48, a former Campbell County Republican Party chairman, who normally knocks on doors, puts up yard signs and does other "grassroots stuff" on behalf of the whole Republican ticket.
Not this year.
"I am as unmotivated as I ever have been in my life," said Boyer. He added that he definitely will not vote for McGuire and might not vote for Trump, either, upset that the former president undermined Good and watered down the national party platform on issues where Good never flinched, abortion and same-sex marriage.
As a conservative who describes himself as "to the right of Jesse Helms," Boyer said, "there's nothing in November for me."
Wary that hard feelings could hamper the whole ticket, Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) plans to lead a five-stop "unity tour" with McGuire across the 5th District on Monday. They will spend the day courting voters, starting on the southern edge on the North Carolina border, and ending the day in Amherst County, near Lynchburg.
"I do believe there are people who are devoted to Bob and who will stay with him regardless, but I think the vast majority know that we have a nominee who's going to be a conservative federal legislator, and they can support him with peace of mind," said Rich Anderson, chairman of the Republican Party of Virginia, who intends to take part in the tour.
Neither side is working particularly hard to reinforce that message of harmony.
McGuire consultant Sean Brown dismissed the notion that Good still has formidable sway after losing his primary.
"Bob who?" Brown wrote in a text message to The Washington Post. "John is focused on delivering Virginia for Trump and ensuring a conservative majority in the house and senate."
Good declined to comment through his campaign manager, Diana Shores.
"If President Trump is going to win Virginia's 5th Congressional District, he is going to need all the Republicans pulling in the same direction," said Shores, speaking in her capacity as chairwoman of Prince Edward County's GOP committee, not on Good's behalf. "It is incumbent upon Senator McGuire to give voters a reason to vote for him and to rally the Republican base."
Good rose to national prominence over two terms in Congress as an unyielding social and fiscal conservative willing to blow up bipartisan deals on foreign aid, risk government shutdowns and oust then-Rep. Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) from the House speakership. That made him enemies in Washington, where even some conservative Republicans feared he was too uncompromising. But his actions generally played well back home, where disrupting D.C. is considered a virtue.
A graduate and fundraiser at Liberty University, Good seemed to have a strong footing going into his reelection bid in a district with the evangelical institution at its cultural core. He first won the seat in 2020 after taking on Republican incumbent Denver Riggleman, who had enraged conservatives by presiding over a same-sex wedding.
But Good drew Trump's wrath and a primary challenge from McGuire by endorsing Florida Gov Ron DeSantis (R) over Trump for president in May 2023. Good's rationale -- shared in a secretly recorded conversation that was later used in an attack ad against him -- was that the Florida governor was a more reliable conservative than Trump on abortion and guns.
McGuire, a former Navy SEAL who lines up with Good in virtually all matters of policy, attacked the congressman as being insufficiently loyal to Trump. The former president lambasted Good as a backstabber. He endorsed McGuire, made a TV ad for him and headlined his tele-rally the eve of the primary. Meanwhile, establishment forces jumped into the fray, out to avenge McCarthy's ouster by pouring millions into anti-Good ads.
Even with that gusher of national money and attention, the outcome was too close to call on June 18. McGuire nevertheless claimed victory that night. He and Good publicly clashed in the following weeks and months as the margin barely moved. State-certified results in early July put McGuire ahead by 374 votes out of 62,792 cast. On the eve of the Aug. 1 recount that trimmed McGuire's lead to 370, McGuire was on Facebook attacking "backstabbing trash talker Bob Good."
Last week, a three-judge recount court summoned officials from a handful of localities that had minor discrepancies in the vote totals they reported after the recount to again review their tallies. The review, conducted in Goochland Circuit Court's antebellum courthouse, added four more votes to Good's total.
After the results confirmed his loss, Good issued a statement that made no mention of the nominee but claimed a small victory for himself: The judges agreed to reduce Good's recount tab from about $104,000 to $89,000.
McGuire took to Facebook to again claim victory and suggest that the unusual review stemmed from "primary recount shenanigans" perpetrated by Good. After that dig, McGuire wrapped up with: "We must unite!"
The message fell flat with Good allies such as Alexandra Griffeth, 37, a graduate student from Lynchburg. She has kept a Bob Good bumper magnet affixed to her Jeep Renegade as a "stick-it-in-their-eye kind of thing." She hopes to send a message to party leaders by writing in Good: "Hey, you can't just keep running over your conservative vote."
In a district that last sent a Democrat to Washington in 2008, when enthusiasm for Barack Obama's first presidential campaign ran high, another Republican victory in November seems almost assured.

McGuire speaks at a rally for gun rights in Richmond last year. Gloria Witt, a Democrat running for Congress in Virginia's 5th District. (Ryan M. Kelly for The Washington Post; Witt campaign/The Washington Post)


Mark Plummer, an owner of a roofing company from Goochland County, said he is also thinking of voting for Witt, rather than writing in Good, because he thinks that's the surer way to defeat McGuire. Plummer, 65, has voted in every election since he turned 18. A vote for Witt would be his first for a Democrat.
"Even though I'm a die-hard, staunch Republican, I will not vote for John McGuire," said Plummer.
Riggleman, the former congressman, also plans to vote for Witt despite policy differences with her. He broke with his party years ago over Trump's false claims of 2020 election fraud, which Good and McGuire echoed.
"It shows you how far down the rabbit hole Virginia's 5th has gone," Riggleman said. "It's our duty to push back against people that have that very, very frayed tether to reality."
Witt, who is retired from the nuclear energy company Framatome, sees an opening in the Republican rift even as she tries to stay above the fray. She is pitching herself as a bipartisan problem-solver untainted by MAGA infighting and focused on "kitchen-table" issues such as career technical education.
But national Democrats have not come through with the big money they lavished on the district four years ago, which allowed Democrat Cameron Webb to outspend Good $5.8 million to $1.3 million. Webb still lost by five points.
Witt had raised $58,000 and had $36,000 in cash heading into July, according to the latest fundraising reports. McGuire had raised $1.4 million, but after the fierce primary, he had just less than $116,000 in the bank.
"I do believe I have a shot," Witt said, putting her faith in positive energy and the "butterfly effect," meaning the small but impactful work of many volunteers. She is also hoping the ongoing GOP battle will send more voters her way.
"Hey, the tent is large. Come on in," she said. "I'm all about an inclusive America."
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D.C.-area forecast: Filtered sunshine through Friday with a chance of showers Saturday
Sunday promises terrific fall-like weather.
By David Streit | 2024-09-05

A fiery sunset over the District on Wednesday. (Becca Hanby)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
9/10: Mother Nature is hardly spiteful -- dry and mild weather is delightful.
So far this September, fall is winning as temperatures remain near to below normal. Despite an increase in clouds over the next few days, highs near 80 are pleasant. A few light showers can be expected Saturday. Then spectacularly mild and dry weather returns Sunday and lasts well into next week.




Today (Thursday): Sunshine is softened by clouds but it still provides pleasant warmth with highs in the mid-70s to lower 80s. Humidity is still fairly low with light northeast winds. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Clouds are a little more abundant with winds from the east calming. Lows are mainly in the upper 50s to lower 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend ...
Tomorrow (Friday): Partly cloudy skies keep temperatures on the mild side. Highs reach the upper 70s to lower 80s and humidity is still pleasantly moderate (dew points in the low-to-mid 60s). East winds are minimal. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Clouds increase but hopefully not quickly enough to obscure a gathering of the crescent moon, the bright star Spica and Venus on the southwest horizon as dusk settles in. While a stray late-night shower can't be ruled out, it should be the exception. Lows range through the 60s with calm winds. Confidence: Medium-High
On Saturday, we are between a disturbance moving up from the Gulf and our next notable cold front moving in from the Midwest. As is often the case there is a bit of a buffer zone between the two, so we end up with more clouds than showers. Outdoor activities should be able to occur, just be prepared for a passing shower or thunderstorm, mainly in the afternoon. Highs are mainly in the mid- to upper 70s. Skies clear overnight with lows dropping to the mid-40s to mid-50s. Confidence: Medium
Sunday and Monday see the return of fabulous fall temperatures and low humidity under sunny skies. Highs are in the 70s and lows in the mid- to upper 40s to mid-50s. Confidence: Medium-High




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2024/09/05/dc-forecast-filtered-sunshine-pleasant/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Family of man slain by D.C. police declined to release footage, officials say 
The family of Justin Robinson, 26, of Southeast Washington opted against making the footage public. 
By Jenny Gathright | 2024-09-05

D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith addresses reporters Sunday after a fatal shooting by officers. (D.C. police on X)


The family of a man fatally shot by D.C. police on Sunday at a Southeast Washington McDonald's declined to publicly release body-camera footage of his death, invoking a right under District law, the city's deputy mayor for public safety said in a letter Wednesday to a member of the D.C. Council.
Police shot the man, 26-year-old Justin Robinson of Southeast, after he was found unresponsive in his car and reached for an officer's gun, according to police. Officers initiated contact with Robinson early Sunday after his car crashed into the restaurant in the 2500 block of Marion Barry Avenue SE, authorities said.
D.C. law requires the police department to release body-camera footage within five business days of a fatal police shooting, unless the victim's next of kin objects. In this case, officials said, Robinson's next of kin exercised their legal right to decline the public release of the video.
"The next of kin of the subject of the serious use of force declined release of body-worn camera footage of this incident," Lindsey Appiah, the D.C. deputy mayor for public safety and justice, wrote in a letter to council member Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2), chair of the panel's public safety committee.
In her letter, Appiah identified the officers involved in the shooting as Vasco Mateus and Bryan Gilchrist. Both are assigned to the 7th District police station and have been placed on administrative leave as detectives from the internal affairs bureau investigate the shooting, in keeping with department policy, police said. Mateus has been a D.C. police officer since August 2020 and Gilchrist has been an officer since January 2022, according to public salary records. Neither officer immediately responded to a request for comment.
Family members for Robinson, who worked as a violence interrupter with the D.C. Office of the Attorney General's Cure the Streets program, could not immediately be reached Wednesday. Robinson was employed by the National Association for the Advancement of Returning Citizens, which advocates for formerly incarcerated people and runs violence intervention teams in D.C. neighborhoods.
According to police, officers approached his vehicle shortly after 5:30 a.m. Sunday and found him in the driver's seat with a firearm on his lap.
Robinson then "began moving inside the vehicle," D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith said at a news conference later Sunday. Smith said the officers ordered Robinson to surrender the gun. Police said that at one point, Robinson picked up the weapon. Smith told reporters Robinson "grabbed" an officer's gun through his open car window. Then, Smith said, two other officers fired their weapons at Robinson, who was pronounced dead at the scene.
On Monday night, demonstrators blocked streets outside of the 7th District station, questioning the police department's account and demanding to see body-camera video. Chants of "I'm sleep, don't shoot" can be heard in a video of the protest posted on social media by council member Trayon White Sr. (D-Ward 8).
"Justin should still be here," said Nee Nee Taylor, an activist with Harriet's Wildest Dreams, a local Black-led mutual aid and community defense group that organizes against police violence.
Taylor said that she is in touch with Robinson's family and that the decision not to release the footage at this time hinged in part on concerns over whether it would be released in full, unedited. She said the family was not ready to speak publicly about the circumstances of Robinson's death.
In past cases, D.C. police have released two versions of body-camera footage from involved officers -- one that is edited and shortened, and another full-length video that captures events starting when the involved officer activates the camera. In these publicly available records, identifying information such as faces and license plates sometimes appear blurred.
A spokesperson for D.C. police declined to say whether the department would object to releasing the full, unedited footage of Robinson's shooting. Asked about the issue, Susana Castillo, a spokesperson for Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D), reiterated that Robinson's next of kin had objected to the video's release.
Robinson is the second person to be fatally shot by a D.C. police officer this year, according to a database of fatal police shootings maintained by The Washington Post. Prosecutors announced in July that they would not seek charges against the officer who fatally shot Clifford Brooks, 41, in January.
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Alexandria park near JD Vance's house back open on 'modified' schedule
Judy Lowe Neighborhood Park in Northern Virginia had become part of a Secret Service setup to guard the nearby home of the GOP vice-presidential candidate.
By Teo Armus | 2024-09-04

Judy Lowe Neighborhood Park in Alexandria was closed on a request from the Secret Service, but it's now open on a limited basis. (Teo Armus/The Washington Post)


Just one week after the U.S. Secret Service closed down a Northern Virginia park near Sen. JD Vance's house, the facility is now open again to the public -- sort of.
Judy Lowe Neighborhood Park, a small patch of grass in Alexandria's Del Ray neighborhood, is now operating on a "modified schedule" with "intermittent closures" that will be announced by signs adjacent to the park and on the city government's website.
It is something of a reversal in policy for the parklet in the aftermath of Vance's nomination as the GOP vice-presidential candidate. Concrete barriers went up Aug. 25 around the facility, which is down the street from Vance's home. In a predominantly liberal community that prizes its small-town vibe, some neighbors threw "an impromptu celebratory wake" and their dogs and toddlers struggled to understand why it was suddenly closed off.
But some of those barriers -- as well as the metal barricades blocking off an adjacent street -- were moved Friday evening and were not put back in place until early Monday morning, area residents said. The sidewalk on E. Del Ray Avenue was also reopened.
Alexandria Mayor Justin M. Wilson (D), who also lives in this part of the city, did not go into specifics about why the park could now be open for stretches of time.
"Each week, things change as far as security requirements, and we're going to keep working through them," Wilson said. "They're clearly going to want the best situation for security. We want to maximize access to the park and the street. So we try to work in a balance there."

Vance lives near the park in Del Ray; the Secret Service did not specify why the park was closed. (Tom Brenner for the Washington Post )


Nathan Herring, a Secret Service spokesman, did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday afternoon.
But in a statement last week, Herring said his agency "does not discuss the means or methods" for its protective operations "out of concern for operational security."
He said they were working closely with Alexandria police to inform residents and other visitors about the closures, which do not appear to have a clear end date.
Debbie Olving, a retired teacher who lives across the street from the park, said she and her neighbors were rejoiced to see the parklet open again -- even on the posted "intermittent" basis.
Like her neighbors, she was unsure why the parklet was suddenly accessible again.
Some of them reported that they had seen a motorcade exit Del Ray on Friday and suspected that Vance and his family was away for the weekend, allowing for looser security measures.
Whether that is true is unclear and neither city officials nor the Secret Service would say if it was.
Olving, who goes to the park with her young grandchildren, just hopes it will be open again this weekend.
"It was joyful. Oh my gosh it was celebratory," she said about being able to go there this week. "It was just wonderful to see people meeting and greeting each other as if they had been away from each other for so long."
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Ex-Maryland schools chief used encrypted messaging to discuss work
The former Maryland schools chief used encrypted messaging to discuss government business, according to a recent report, though he previously denied doing so. 
By Nicole Asbury | 2024-09-04

Former Maryland state superintendent of schools Mohammed Choudhury in 2022. (Amy Davis/Baltimore Sun)


Maryland's inspector general for education found that former Maryland state superintendent Mohammed Choudhury used an encrypted messaging app to discuss work with members of his executive team, despite Choudhury's earlier denial about doing so.
An investigative summary recently released by the inspector general said it did not find any rules that ban the use of applications that can delete messages after a short amount of time or that encrypt communication. But investigators wrote it did not "mitigate concerns regarding transparency, accountability, and the proper retention of governmental records," since the Signal app allows messages to automatically be deleted.
The summary said Choudhury told investigators that he used Signal to talk with people from his executive team and that work matters sometimes were "mixed in" with personal issues. Those work matters included conversations about government policy and vendor contract decisions, according to the investigative summary.
The response is different from how Choudhury has previously cast his use of the app. In September last year, Baltimore television station Fox45 reported Choudhury initially denied using Signal for his job when asked about it by a reporter. He later told the news station that while he used the app only for "family and friends," there was a senior member of his team who messaged him routinely "despite my repeated directives to not message me any official agency business-related matters through the Signal application," the station reported.
Choudhury did not immediately answer a request for comment Wednesday from The Washington Post.
He was selected as state superintendent of schools in 2021. But last year, he withdrew his request for a second-term after a problem-plagued term that included allegations reported by The Post in July 2023 that Choudhury created a "toxic" work environment. Several people with knowledge of the situation previously told The Post that Choudhury did not have enough votes among members of the State Board of Education to support a second term. He now works for the Fort Worth Independent School District in Texas as a deputy superintendent.
The new investigative summary by the inspector general for education said interviews with Maryland State Department of Education employees found "a pattern" of using Signal to discuss work-related matters. A former executive team member reportedly shared some concerns about the optics of using Signal, which has a feature that allows automatic deletion of messages, investigators said. But employees continued using the app "until public scrutiny increased," according to the report.
Choudhury said he was "not provided with any official training on state communication policy" after being selected as Maryland's schools chief.
The inspector general recommended the department update its internal policies around the use of such apps and set rules around the retention of records. Maryland State Department of Education spokeswoman Raven Hill said Wednesday the state board and state superintendent's office are working on updating retention procedures.
The issue isn't new to Maryland. Former governor Larry Hogan -- who is now running for U.S. Senate -- was previously criticized for his administration's use of an app that automatically destroyed communication after 24 hours. Hogan previously defended the practice, stating that it did not "take the place of official government communications."
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PM Update: A little less cool tonight, and a touch warmer Thursday
Our weather continues to be stuck in a mostly nice mode. Some increase in humidity is the main story. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-09-04

Flowers in bloom outside the Smithsonian Castle. (Cathy Landry/Flickr) 


Temperatures did nudge up a hair today compared to Tuesday. That said, it wasn't too big a deal or all that easy to notice. Temperatures were mainly in the mid- and upper 70s again this afternoon, with lots of sun shining through a few high clouds. With slowly rising humidity, lows tonight should fall a little less far. Tomorrow we could end up around 80 in the city. The average is still 84, although we are now losing about a degree every three days.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: Some high clouds continue to float by this evening. Keep an eye out for a potentially nice sunset. It will probably be a touch milder than last night in most spots, with lows in the mid-50s to around 60. Winds should blow from the east and northeast at around 5 mph.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Temperatures will be in the upper 70s to near 80 locally, and more like mid-70s in the cooler spots north and west. More of a due east wind helps kick dew points toward 60 degrees, which is certainly feelable as far as humidity goes.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
Saturday storms? We're into what historically are the final days of our regular thunderstorm season. As such, a threat for later this week that looked more interesting at one point looks less so lately. Not that it can't flip back the other way, but this is what the Storm Prediction Center has to say for Saturday:
"There will be some potential for low-level moisture to be drawn northward in advance of the cold front, though instability will probably remain weak."
The area has of course seen significant events deeper into the approaching cool season, with tropical cyclones such as Ivan and events like the one that struck College Park in 2001. While there is a favorable increase in wind shear -- change in speed and direction with height -- as we head into fall, the lack of instability often means little storm formation after mid- or late September.
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Two charged after children found in chains inside of their apartment
The pair told police they chained the boys up for short periods to "scare them" so they would not leave the apartment, according to court records.
By Emma Uber | 2024-09-04

(iStock)


A Virginia mother and a man who lived with her face charges of child abuse, child cruelty and child abduction after police found two young boys chained up inside their Fairfax County apartment last month.
One of the children summoned help by borrowing a roommate's phone to text a photo of his chained foot to his older sister, according to court documents. The sister, who court records show obtained an emergency protective order against their mother in 2019, called 911.
When Fairfax County police knocked on the door of the unit in the 6700 block of Tower Drive in the Alexandria area of Fairfax County on Aug. 15, officers could hear a chain rattling, court records state. Once inside, police say, officers saw two children shackled to furniture, which court documents characterized as a post next to a sleeping cot. The two boys -- ages 7 and 9 -- had marks on their ankles consistent with the shape and size of the chains, the records state.
Police arrested Wendi Del Cid Rodriguez, 46, who was released pending trial, and Franklin Viera Guevara, 29, who is being held in the Fairfax County Adult Detention Center with no bond. A phone number listed for the attorney who represents Guevara was not working Wednesday. Del Cid Rodriguez's public defender, Amy Jordan, declined to comment on the case.
According to a criminal complaint, Del Cid Rodriguez and Viera Guevara told police they would chain the children by their ankles for short periods to "scare them" so they would not leave the apartment. They also told police that they would not leave the children alone in the apartment chained up, but a roommate told investigators that the boys were often left unsupervised and restrained while they were gone. According to the complaint, the roommate told police he would often wake up in the morning to see the two boys chained by the cot in the living room and the only time he did not see them restrained was when Del Cid Rodriguez or Viera Guevara was home. Reached by phone, the roommate declined to comment.
Del Cid Rodriguez, who is described in bail determination documents as a traffic controller, has lived in the Alexandria area for the past 10 years. She was charged with misdemeanor assault against her then-16-year-old daughter in 2019, court records show.
Del Cid Rodriguez was ordered not to contact the children while she awaits trial. Police did not respond to questions about the children's whereabouts.
A preliminary hearing is scheduled for Oct. 2 in Fairfax County Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court.
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Poll: Alsobrooks edges ahead of Hogan in Maryland Senate race
Angela Alsobrooks pulls ahead of Larry Hogan in the tight Senate race, reflecting new momentum after her Democratic National Convention speech.
By Lateshia Beachum | 2024-09-04

Prince George's County Executive Angela Alsobrooks (D) and former Maryland governor Larry Hogan (R) are running for U.S. Senate. (Left: Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post; Right: Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post)


Prince George's County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks (D) has pulled ahead of former governor Larry Hogan (R) in Maryland's competitive Senate race with just over two months left before the November election, according to a poll released Wednesday.
The poll, conducted between Aug. 24 and Aug. 30 by Gonzales Research & Media Services, found that 46 percent of registered voters would support Alsobrooks "if the election were held today," as opposed to 41 percent who said they support Hogan -- an edge that reflects the momentum Alsobrooks may have gained after delivering a prime-time speech at last month's Democratic National Convention.
In that speech, Alsobrooks shared details about her life and highlighted her 14 years of friendship with Vice President Kamala Harris, hoping to tap into the renewed enthusiasm among Democrats that has surrounded Harris's presidential campaign.
Hogan, an early critic of Donald Trump who was a popular governor in deep-blue Maryland, has worked to cut into that excitement by continually reminding voters of his independent streak. The race is being closely watched across the country, and drawing donations from national groups, because if Republicans capture the seat, it could tip control of the closely divided U.S. Senate.
On Tuesday, Hogan's campaign released a new ad that highlights some of his accomplishments during two terms and features images of the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection while a narrator tells viewers that Hogan quickly sought to send in the state's National Guard to "protect the Capitol."
The new poll shows Hogan's challenge in winning over enough voters during the next two months. While 50 percent of those surveyed said they hold a favorable opinion of him, only 41 percent said they would vote for him.
"Hogan is that unique politician whose appeal is broad and spread among the electorate rather evenly," wrote Patrick E. Gonzales, the poll's author.
But "for a Republican to win statewide in Maryland it always comes down to basic mathematics," Gonzales wrote. "Can Hogan snatch away 30% of the Democratic vote to secure victory on November 5th?"
Alsobrooks has a different challenge: an enduring lack of name recognition among voters this far into her campaign. The poll found that 34 percent of registered voters do not yet recognize her name.
Even among Democrats, 17 percent don't recognize her name, while among independents, 33 percent still don't know who the Prince George's County executive is, the poll found.
About 21 percent of Democrats surveyed said they would vote for Hogan.
Among undecided voters, 72 percent don't recognize Alsobrooks's name, while nearly 13 percent said they have no opinion of her. Just 16 percent of undecided voters held a favorable opinion of Hogan, while 61 percent said they were neutral about him, the poll found.
With the race speeding toward November, the two candidates have worked to define their opponents for voters.
Alsobrooks has tried to tie Hogan to Trump, including in one ad that features Hogan calling himself a "die-hard, lifelong Republican." The same ad shows Hogan telling an interviewer -- before Trump secured the GOP nomination for president this year -- that he didn't think Trump would win the party's primary race, "but I'll support the nominee" in November.
Hogan has since said he will not vote for either presidential candidate, though he has praised some aspects of Harris's campaign.
His campaign has argued that Alsobrooks is too inexperienced to become a U.S. senator.
An ad paid for by a political action committee launched by John Bolton, a former national security adviser under Trump, paints a dark image of Prince George's County and calls Alsobrooks "too soft" and "too inexperienced for dangerous times."
Wednesday's poll results were the second installment of Gonzales's survey.
The first installment, released Tuesday, showed that Alsobrooks appears poised to benefit more from the enthusiasm in Maryland surrounding Harris.
The survey found that 56 percent of voters would cast a ballot for Harris, while 35 percent would vote for Trump.
Among independents, Harris led Trump by 2 points, while 26 percent of that group is undecided, the poll found.
The poll's margin of error is plus or minus 3.5 percentage points, which applies to estimates for each candidate's support.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/09/04/alsobrooks-hogan-senate-race-poll/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

      Sports

      Breaking news and analysis on politics, business, world national news, entertainment more. In-depth DC, Virginia, Maryland news coverage including traffic, weather, crime, education, restaurant reviews and more.


      
        Lamar Jackson's secret superpower
        Kent Babb

        Read more

      

      
        Trump is praising Brittany Mahomes? Must be football season.
        Candace Buckner

        Read more

      

      
        Jessica Pegula ousts No. 1 Iga Swiatek to make first Grand Slam semifinal
        Ava Wallace

        Read more

      

      
        Ugandan Olympic runner dies after being set on fire by ex-boyfriend
        Katharine Houreld and Rael Ombuor

        Read more

      

      
        A first pitch gone awry -- and Spirit star Croix Bethune is out for season
        Bethune, the NWSL's assist leader in her first professional season, suffered a torn meniscus while throwing out the first pitch at the Nationals game.

      

      
        For American men in the U.S. Open semifinals, it was a matter of time
        Ava Wallace

        Read more

      

      
        College football best bets: Expect low scoring in Michigan-Texas
        Matt Bonesteel

        Read more

      

      
        Scottie Scheffler or Xander Schauffele? Golf's impossible debate.
        John Feinstein

        The PGA Tour's player of the year award is a referendum between Scottie Scheffler's bushel of wins and Xander Schauffele's two major victories.

      

      
        Call her a late arrival, but Emma Navarro's U.S. Open run is right on time
        Sally Jenkins

        The 23-year-old American rolls past Paula Badosa in straight sets to advance to her first U.S. Open semifinal. Her run is the result of a methodical approach.

      

      
        The NFL is back. Here are the key storylines for the 2024 season.
        Mark Maske

        Read more

      

      
        NFL best bets for Week 1: Take the Texans over the Colts
        Neil Greenberg

        Read more

      

      
        Caitlin Clark makes more history with second triple-double of the season
        Clark now has the only two triple-doubles by a rookie in WNBA history, while formerly downtrodden Indiana continues its winning ways following the Olympic break.

      

      
        MacKenzie Gore rediscovers his mojo but the Nats fall to Marlins in 10
        Spencer Nusbaum

        Read more

      

      
        Commanders sign offensive lineman Sam Cosmi to four-year extension
        The former second-round pick is the first player drafted by the previous regime to get a new deal. The Commanders also suspended a staffer Wednesday for recorded comments.

      

      
        Loss of Johnny and Matthew Gaudreau leaves a 'hole in our hearts'
        Cindy Boren, Glynn A. Hill and Des Bieler

        Read more

      

      
        Experience has shaped Dan Quinn. He's ready for this second chance.
        Commanders Coach Dan Quinn embraces evolution -- for his defenses and himself. He has become a collaborative leader through self-reflection.

      

      
        Breakdancer Raygun responds to backlash after infamous Olympic performance
        Jonathan Edwards

        The Australian academic said she has struggled with her mental health and worried about her and her loved ones' safety, but that dancing remains her "medicine."

      

      
        Paralympian says USOPC ignored warnings about allegedly abusive teammate
        Rick Maese

        Read more

      

      
        Alex Morgan, a fixture of World Cup and Olympic teams, announces retirement
        Cindy Boren

        Read more

      

      
        Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
        Channels and times for today's games.

      

      
        In college football's new world, a giddy chase begins
        Chuck Culpepper

        Read more

      

      
        The best NFL division bets for the 2024 season
        Neil Greenberg

        Read more

      

      
        Beating the blitz could be the difference for the Commanders vs. the Bucs
        Sam Fortier

        Read more

      

      
        
          	
            Local
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Technology
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Lamar Jackson's secret superpower
"I know what the f--- I'm doing," says the NFL's most exciting - and least compromising - star. This year, he plans to prove it.
By Kent Babb | 2024-09-05
BOYNTON BEACH, Fla. -- Some neighborhood kids have gathered on a football field to figure out the teams and rules of a pickup game. Two-hand touch, they say over the growl of Interstate 95. Four plays a side, no first downs, touchdown or bust.
"Who's oldest?" a player asks.
A 17-year-old boy raises his hand, so there's one captain. A 14-year-old is the other. They divvy up teammates, seven a side, some as young as first grade and several in sandals and socks.
A bigger kid watches from the sideline before wandering over. Room for one more, he asks? Tall and lean, he's in plaid shorts and a white T-shirt, a green hat covering his braids.
"Everybody says I'm a running back," he says.
Instead he winds up at quarterback, and he stands in the shotgun before dropping back for a bubble screen. Then he scans the field before tucking the ball and scrambling to the 7-yard line. Then, on the third play, he finds an open receiver in the end zone.
Boom. Touchdown. Suckers walk.
There's something familiar about all this, which compels a 6-year-old to stare.
"You play for the Buffalo Bills?" asks the boy, who's swimming in a No. 8 Baltimore Ravens jersey.
His famous teammate smiles.
"Look at your jersey," he says.

"I knew what I was doing all my life to get in this situation, so how the f--- I'm not going to know now?" Jackson says. (Terrance Williams/AP)


THERE'S A MOVIE ON REPEAT in Lamar Jackson's mind. It drives him. Animates and unsettles him. It helps explain why teammates and friends wonder if he's somehow suspended in perpetual youth.
Can you see it? He can.
Some memories are so clear, he says, it's as if he's watching himself. He's 11, quarterback of the pee-wee Raiders, and there he goes down the sideline, a little blur on his way to the end zone. The ref blows his whistle. Bring the ball back, because little man stepped out of bounds.
"They were calling all the touchdowns back," Jackson says now, his elbows pumping as the mental projector hums. Sixteen years after a loss in a regular season youth game, he swears that ref was the Fort Lauderdale coach's cousin. "I'm on the field crying like I just lost someone I love most. Snot, boogers and tears, I'm like, 'They cheated us!'"
Do you remember this feeling? The power of being 11, vulnerable and free, with a mind uncluttered? There may be doubt and fear, but nothing in your head suggests something is impossible. No right or wrong, just intuition and dreams. If somebody won't let you play, or do it the way you like, you can walk away.
Almost everyone loses this eventually. Years pass, rules and cultural expectations sink their teeth in, and the pressure builds to trade it all away. For acceptance, validation and success. It's not like Jackson never faced these crossroads. He just always said no.
"Like a savant kid," says Tee Martin, the Ravens' quarterbacks coach. Martin doesn't compare Jackson to Patrick Mahomes or Michael Vick or Tom Brady. Martin believes Jackson's mind works like that of Jay-Z or Lil Wayne, artists who refused to conform. "Everybody started off thinking they were crazy. Everybody started off thinking something was wrong with them. You can't understand them."
But among those who accept Jackson as is, he's a social pulsar with his own gravitational pull. His self-belief may be polarizing, his commitment to certain boundaries frustrating for some in the NFL ecosystem, his refusal to conform a threat to the status quo. It's just who he is.
"He don't give a damn about who don't care about him," Martin says.
He may see the world simply, but there's nothing traditional about him. In a sport that historically has preferred Black players line up anywhere but quarterback, Jackson is changing the game with his accomplishments -- which now include two NFL MVP awards -- but also with the uncompromising way he looks, thinks and speaks. And, perhaps most notably, how he conducts his business: eschewing most marketing opportunities and negotiating his own contracts.
"When people just giving me s---, like, 'Oh, he needs to get an agent' -- I know what the f--- I'm doing," he says. "I knew what I was doing all my life to get in this situation, so how the f--- I'm not going to know now?"
As impressive as his legs and right arm are, coaches and teammates say, those aren't what may end up breaking the league's paradigm. That would be Jackson's confidence and emotional intelligence.
"His story is not like every other quarterback. He's a guy who many people said isn't a quarterback," Ravens Coach John Harbaugh says. "Lamar didn't fit that vision, and it's a societal thing; it's a human-nature thing.
"If the quarterback position doesn't look the way I thought it did, maybe there's some other things in our society that don't look the way I thought they should. Maybe my vision is a little small. It's greater than just winning a Super Bowl. We're changing more than what the quarterback looks like."
Now, at 27, Jackson has come to another crossroads. A championship is the one thing he hasn't felt. He is accomplished, rich, maybe the most exciting player in football. But is his journey antithetical to his grand prize? Doing it his way got himself this far, but can it get him over the top?
He believes it can, and his career to this point is proof of concept.
A few weeks after that youth game against Fort Lauderdale, Jackson's Raiders faced the same team in the championship round. They called it the "Super Bowl." Jackson urged his teammates to play with swagger; to just be themselves. They won, 14-6, the last time Jackson won a championship.
He says he knew they would win even before the coin toss.
"Oh yeah," he says, "we're going to kill these boys."

Jackson speaks with his mother Felicia after No. 3 Louisville fell, 42-36, to No. 5 Clemson on Oct. 1, 2016. (Grant Halverson/Getty Images)


IN ANOTHER ONE, HE'S 7. Just woke up in a silent apartment. Surrounded by crying because Big Lamar, Jackson's dad, died the night before. He was 31, gregarious and popular. He was a Pompano Beach legend -- Lamar Jr.'s first hint of fame.
"He made everybody smile," Jackson says now.
His first taste of nosiness, too, because whispers soon swirl, fusing into mythical stories about what happened and why. Later that same day, his mother approaches. Grandma Doris died, too.
"Don't say nothing," Felicia tells her sons, preferring they keep family matters private. She doesn't cry. Neither should they.
The movie keeps rolling, "sharp and very vivid," he says, like some of his most important memories. But then, telling the story in a hallway of the Ravens' practice facility, Jackson abruptly ends the sneak peek. That's more than he has ever shared about the day his life changed and the anger he felt amid the gossip.
"I don't really care about other people's stories," he says. "I got my own."
No more than a few people know what actually happened to his dad. Some reports say a car accident, others a heart attack; there is no public record or death announcement.
Jackson says this was the first time he faced a life-altering choice. Felicia had been left to raise her children alone, and she couldn't be everywhere. Lamar could skip school, blow off responsibilities, adapt to the crowd in a part of Florida that the U.S. Justice Department had identified as a "high-intensity drug trafficking area."
His decision?
"I got to do something," Jackson recalls thinking. "I got my little brother watching me. So I can't go out and do bad stuff in the neighborhood, and I've got to respect my mom because she didn't raise me that way."
Neighbors and even family members liked to whisper, he says, and making his mother look bad was motivation enough.
"They're going to say, 'Where's his parents? What is his mom doing? Oh, that's what she's teaching him?'" he says. "F--- no, my mom's teaching me to be a doctor or something. I got all this on my mind."
So instead, he imagined a different way. Lamar played quarterback on his youth team, and even at 7, he had an unusual gift for spotting openings and exploiting angles. His speed and agility were breathtaking. He won his first championship in first grade, and that's when his teacher assigned students to write what they wanted to be when they grow up. An NFL player, Lamar wrote, and he still remembers that teacher's name. Because when you're 7, it matters less if a grown-up sees your vision -- as long as they support it.
Felicia took her older son on hellacious runs over the Intracoastal Waterway, and when they got home, they would lift weights and run drills. No two-hand touch in their backyard, because Felicia came wearing pads, ready to hit. Then they would go outside and race each other in the street. Back then she could smoke him.
As Lamar grew, repeatedly betting on himself and winning, friends started disappearing. Some went to jail, he says, and others to the grave. He sometimes heard what happened, but knowing whisperers are unreliable, he ignored them. Tried to, at least.
One day he was walking home with a man who went by Mr. James. Lamar can see it now, both of them with their pants sagging. This man was his friend, but when he saw Felicia, he cinched his pants before ratting out Lamar.
And that was the last time he walked home with Mr. James.
"I got to get from around all y'all because I don't need that attached to my name," Jackson says. "I know I'm not doing s---, and if somebody messes me up, I'm not going to be the person that I want to be. It's easy to get in trouble and hard as f--- to get out."

Jackson was recruited to Louisville under the promise that he would play quarterback. (Grant Halverson/Getty Images)


IN THIS ONE, HE'S ALONE, 18, waiting on Louisville's practice field. The ball is a dot in the sky, dropping now like a missile. Jackson catches it and runs, sidestepping one tackler, then another.
His elbows pump and legs churn all the way to the end zone. He continues off the field, into the tunnel, gone. His first and last collegiate punt return.
"I ain't doing that s---," he remembers thinking.
Not 10 minutes later, a Louisville assistant walks up to coach Bobby Petrino on the field. Felicia just called, Petrino says. This isn't what they had discussed. Lamar plays quarterback.
"It was made pretty clear," Petrino says, "that he wasn't returning punts."
For decades on a football field, this kind of pushback simply wasn't done. Coaches were staff sergeants, players the infantry, and a kid's mother didn't often figure into the chain of command. But Louisville had promised Lamar and Felicia that they saw something the other programs didn't: He wasn't a receiver or running back or an "athlete," a catchall term for prospects -- almost always Black -- who have the speed, agility and instincts to play multiple positions. He was a quarterback, and Petrino had looked Felicia in the eye and promised that was where he would play.
Fielding a punt was an experiment, Petrino says now, not unlike what Joe Theismann did early in his career.
But that's precisely the point: Lamar isn't Theismann, and this wasn't 1974. That's back when Black players routinely got paid less than White ones, even those playing the same spot. This became known as "position segregation," and quarterbacks tended to have lighter skin tones than ballcarriers and pass catchers. As recently as a quarter century ago, the NFL's workforce was 70 percent Black and 90 percent of quarterbacks were White. Even now, there's just one Black quarterback in the Pro Football Hall of Fame: Warren Moon, enshrined nearly two decades ago.
Moon, Randall Cunningham and Doug Williams opened the door for Daunte Culpepper, Donovan McNabb and Michael Vick, and those guys cut new paths for Cam Newton and Russell Wilson. Those players could expand the pocket, extend plays, take off running if the coverage held.

Bobby Petrino, Jackson's coach at Louisville, suspects the quarterback may have a photographic memory. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


But pushing back on the coach? Refusing to accommodate his vision?
"You would lose your job or not get a job," says Martin, who is Black, and who was Tennessee's starting quarterback when it won its only national championship in 1999. "You couldn't tell your coach, 'This is stupid,' because you'd probably get cut."
This being a new age of football, with systems that relied more on the run-pass option and players' ability to read defenses and exploit the field's geometry, Petrino allowed it. Jackson played 12 games as a freshman and became the Cardinals' starter, playing no differently than he had as a kid on the patchy Florida grass. Relying on his vision and speed, he would abandon a pass play and jet through an opening.
After Louisville beat Texas A&M in the 2015 Music City Bowl, Jackson told the Cardinals' coaching staff that he wanted to become a real quarterback. He arrived at the facility each morning to study film and talk concepts. He learned to spot gulfs in coverages, flip the pass protection, check down to receivers. Everyone in this orchestra had a responsibility, Jackson learned, and there were more weapons than he had realized.

After becoming Louisville's starter as a freshman, Jackson worked with the coaching staff to develop as a quarterback. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)



With 51 touchdowns in the regular season, Jackson was nominated for the Heisman Trophy as a sophomore. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


He relied on teammates, and they learned to rely on him -- on and off the field. His predecessor at Louisville, Reggie Bonnafon, had been standoffish, Cardinals teammates say, unwilling to mentor young quarterbacks. Jackson went to dinner with recruits and their families, and once teammates arrived on campus, they noticed how quickly and easily he connected with strangers. His childlike sense of humor, goofy charm and self-deprecating way. Not everyone made it into his inner circle, but if you did, he seemed to have two rules:
1. Don't be fake.
2. The circle stays tight.
"He can sense bulls---, and he'll tell you, 'I know you're bulls---ting,'" says Malik Cunningham, a Cardinals quarterback during Jackson's final season. "He can see who's with him and who's not. One time you mess up that, or if some people tell him something and then tell him something different, then it's over for you."
This, like so much about Jackson, isn't something that's widely discussed. But those who know him say the circle has further narrowed in recent years.
By Jackson's second year on campus, he could visualize the entirety of Petrino's complex offense as an exploded-view diagram. Petrino wonders whether Jackson has a photographic memory.
"You tell him once," Petrino says, "and he's got it."
In the team's 2016 season opener against Charlotte, Jackson accounted for eight touchdowns. The next two weeks, against Syracuse and in a 62-20 beatdown of second-ranked Florida State, five apiece.
"Lamar Jackson 5x better than what I was at V-Tech....Enough said!!" Vick tweeted after the latter game.
Louisville averaged more than 63 points in its first four games, though Jackson couldn't will the team past Clemson for a shot at the College Football Playoff. Still, in early December, he was invited to New York as a Heisman finalist. He had accumulated 3,390 yards passing, 1,538 rushing, 51 total touchdowns, and when he was announced as the winner of sports' most prestigious individual award, Jackson dropped his head.
"To my mother," he started to say before his voice cracked.
He said he had vowed not to cry. It was the closest he came to failure all year.

When accepting the Heisman, Jackson dedicated the award to his mother. (Brad Penner/USA Today Sports)


PLEASE HOLD. TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES, as Jackson seems to have vanished. The next scene in Jackson's mind is ... somewhere.
Where is he?
It's the 2018 NFL scouting combine, and Jackson is 21. It's only been a few weeks since longtime NFL executive Bill Polian compared Jackson to Terrelle Pryor, the former Ohio State quarterback-turned-NFL wide receiver, sparking media backlash and generating controversy before the draft. Now, after he throws at the combine, a Chargers scout encourages Jackson to perform receiver drills. This seems to have spurred the disappearance, and Jackson refuses to run the 40-yard dash at the combine and Louisville's pro day. He skips the bench press, vertical jump and agility drills.
Some teams view him as a multitool, but when those franchises call Jackson or his mom, they ghost them. Reporters and agents have no better luck. A few try, but word circulates that Jackson will conduct only the interviews Felicia approves. She does none (including for this story, for which she declined to be interviewed through a Ravens spokesman). Jackson, with his distrust of outsiders, considers representing himself rather than hiring an agent to steer the draft process and negotiate his first contract. This is highly irregular in the standardized NFL, whose establishment tends to reject mavericks and --
Hold it.
"You got to be part of this," he recalls telling his mom. "I'm not having no agent."
Felicia is hesitant. She is neither a lawyer nor a contract adviser certified by the NFL players union. But a stranger's a stranger, the circle not accepting new members.
"I don't trust people. I'm not fixing to trust them to have my best interests," Jackson says he told his mom. "I only trust you. We had parent-teacher conferences, you had my best interests, right or wrong. You're going to try to defend me. I'm going to say, 'Yes ma'am, I did that,' get my ass whooped when I get home, but you still got my best interests."
She agrees to be her son's manager. He hires no publicist, no social media manager, no marketing team to push him toward endorsements and an expanded portfolio. Even now, Jackson does almost no publicity. In the past, he has appeared in ads for Oakley and Nissan, but compared to Kansas City's Mahomes and Travis Kelce? Last season, according to the advertising analysis firm iSpot.tv, the Chiefs quarterback accounted for 294 minutes of commercial time. Retired players Kurt Warner and Ryan Fitzpatrick combined for more than 70 minutes apiece.
Jackson? Zero.
He invested in a Pompano Beach soul-food restaurant in 2022 and has a youth empowerment foundation called Forever Dreamers.
"Everything has got to be right. The writing has to be right. It's got to be language I can comprehend and understand, and it can benefit both of us."
He shakes his head.
"I don't know how people go; I don't care how people go," he says of other players' more lucrative brand deals. "It's my life. I worked hard to get here, so I'm not fixing to let you f--- this up for me."
Before the 2018 draft, the Ravens, holding the No. 32 overall pick, hold no combine or pro day meeting with Jackson. That's by design.
Baltimore's front office notices media coverage and league chatter about how Jackson's supposed weaknesses may push him out of the first round. An anonymous coach insisted Jackson couldn't read defenses or make important throws. An anonymous NFL scout attacked Jackson's intelligence, citing his Wonderlic score of 13 out of 50.
"They don't understand us, for one, as people," says Martin, the Ravens quarterbacks coach, referring to Black quarterbacks, "and they don't respect us. When you don't understand or respect someone, you can say stupid stuff like that."

The Ravens, like Louisville, assured Jackson they would draft him as a quarterback. (Tom Pennington/Getty Images)


Baltimore schedules a secret meet with Jackson, and Harbaugh and members of the team's front office assure him they view him only as a quarterback. Not a Wildcat guy or a trick-play specialist. They ignore his Wonderlic result, understanding the test's history of cultural bias. Instead, they study the NFL's Player Assessment Test, a psychological evaluation introduced in 2013 that measures motivation, stress tolerance and leadership ability. Jackson's scores, Ravens General Manager Eric DeCosta says, were "unusually high."
After meeting Jackson, Harbaugh is sold.
"We saw the vision," he says. "We have an opportunity to, just maybe, uncover a little gem here."
In the first round, four quarterbacks -- all of them White -- are selected before Jackson. Then, with the 32nd pick of the opening round, the Ravens take Jackson. Among those who went earlier, Josh Allen is a two-time Pro Bowler and Buffalo's franchise quarterback.
But Baker Mayfield and Sam Darnold have since played for four teams each, and Josh Rosen is out of the league.

"We have an opportunity to, just maybe, uncover a little gem here," Ravens Coach John Harbaugh said of the team's mindset in taking Jackson. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


THERE'S A MOVIE ON REPEAT in DeCosta's mind, too. It's April 25, 2023, and he's at home, trying to decompress by watching his favorite basketball team. The Boston Celtics are blowing it.
The NFL draft starts in 48 hours, both the end and beginning of a grueling process. Story of the previous two years, really, considering the Ravens and Jackson remain locked in a bitter contract dispute. They have repeatedly tabled negotiations, raising the possibility that DeCosta might need to draft Jackson's replacement.
"He's very strong-willed," DeCosta says now.
Ozzie Newsome, the team's legendary former GM, had done Jackson's first deal, which was simplified by the league's rookie wage scale. Jackson, representing himself, had researched slotting and associated guarantees. He had started the 2018 season as Joe Flacco's backup. Then, with the team 4-5, Flacco hurt his hip, and Harbaugh called his dad to vent. The season was going nowhere. Harbaugh was ready to start the kid.
"Already?" Jack Harbaugh asked. Maybe he should sleep on it. That's the same thing Newsome suggested.
John Harbaugh didn't need to. The team needed a spark, and that's what Jackson is. Besides, other than a few blocking tweaks to give Jackson autonomy during power rushing and counter plays, the playbook was set. The team was ready. So was Lamar.
During the next seven games, the Ravens went 6-1 and reached the playoffs. Jackson passed for 1,201 yards and ran for 695 more. The next season, Jackson led the league in touchdown passes and broke the quarterback record with 1,206 yards rushing while leading Baltimore to a 14-2 record. His recall and spatial awareness astonished coaches, and tasked with operating an NFL offense, he rarely took notes.

As a rookie in 2018, Jackson took the Ravens to the playoffs after a 4-5 start. (Patrick Semansky/AP)



Jackson played sparingly in the first nine games, taking over as the starter after Joe Flacco was injured. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)



Jackson passed for 1,201 yards and ran for 695 yards as the Ravens won six of their final seven games. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


After turning 23 in January 2020, Jackson was named MVP, the youngest since Jim Brown in 1957, but the top-seeded Ravens lost to Tennessee in a shocking upset in the divisional round.
Jackson's rise nonetheless came at an important moment: the age of the quarterback megadeal. After the league and the NFL Players Association agreed in 2020 on a new collective bargaining agreement, the salary cap -- and, more notably, the salary floor -- increased, meaning franchises had more money to spend. Mahomes signed a massive extension that came with a fully guaranteed $63 million. A year later, Buffalo extended Allen and included $100 million in full guarantees.
Then the dam broke.
Deshaun Watson, who had been accused by more than 20 women of sexual misconduct, inked a landmark deal with Cleveland. Every dollar of the $230 million contract was guaranteed. Jackson, with no history of controversy, wanted a similar extension. "A legacy deal," DeCosta calls it.
When negotiations started, things were friendly enough, with Jackson referring to Baltimore's GM as "EDC." His initials, sure, but with a double meaning for Jackson: "Every Dollar Counts."
Because Jackson had no representative to explain the details of the team's proposals, DeCosta says, the Ravens' front office emailed him each spreadsheet. DeCosta then followed up with a second email that explained each of the terms, line by line, and compared them with other quarterbacks' deals.
Months passed, with owners adamant that another fully guaranteed deal like Watson's couldn't happen. But Jackson stood his ground. In March 2023, with the draft approaching, he went all-in and issued a public trade request, tweeting that the Ravens weren't "interested in meeting my value."
Harbaugh thought it was kind of cool, though he couldn't say that publicly or in his own building. "I just respected what he was doing," the coach says now.
That April, Philadelphia signed Jalen Hurts to an extension with $110 million fully guaranteed. DeCosta drafted one more proposal, then another explainer email, firing off both to Jackson's inbox. It was a five-year extension worth a maximum of $260 million, with $135 million fully guaranteed.
Then he sat down to watch the Celtics, who melted down and made DeCosta's night that much harder.
"Man," he says, "I was in a dark place."
But then his phone buzzed.
"EDC," the text read, "I'll sign it tomorrow."
DeCosta just stared at the display. His son asked what was wrong.
"I think we just signed Lamar Jackson," he said. Then he poured himself a celebratory drink.

Jackson and the Ravens, who entered the playoffs last season as the AFC's top seed, were upset by the Chiefs in the AFC championship game. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


THERE IS, OF COURSE, SOMETHING MISSING from Jackson's field of vision. It's blurry, but can you see it? He can.
"I'm on the grass," he says. "Just standing there, looking at the confetti."
In the Super Bowl of his imagination, he's not on the field. Jackson is on the sideline, watching as the seconds click away, feeling the excitement and satisfaction rise. It's something he has fantasized about for a long time. The colors and sounds in his mind are so vivid, he says, it's as if he's there.
"Damn, finally," he says. "I don't get emotional."
But his eyes glisten. His voice cracks.
"I really want it," he continues, imagining the moment aloud: "'I finally got it. We won it. We f---ing got it done.'"
By last January, he felt so close. The Ravens' first-year offensive coordinator, Todd Monken, had devised a scheme that made Jackson the centerpiece. It relied on creating open space with receivers, some of whom were assigned decoy routes to create openings for others, with less emphasis on Jackson's abilities as a rusher. A real NFL quarterback, in other words, with quick drops and more targets.
Jackson shattered his previous career highs in passing attempts, completions and yards. While he was still a threat to run, his yards per carry was the lowest since his rookie year. The Ravens finished 13-4 and entered the postseason as the AFC's top seed. They walloped Houston in the first round, but the AFC championship game was different. The Chiefs took away the run and passing windows in the center of the field, challenging Jackson to throw outside.
He finished with just eight rushing attempts, in part because that was Kansas City's defensive emphasis but also because his legs were cooked. He had entered the season at 215 pounds, down from the previous season's 230, but the load had worn on him. He was sacked four times, looked tentative in the pocket and had his worst passing game of the season.

The Chiefs held Jackson to just eight rushing attempts. (Alex Brandon/AP)


Then, in the fourth quarter, he ripped a deep pass into triple coverage. One of his receivers, meant to be a decoy to draw a safety in, ran the wrong route. It was still a throw Jackson never should have made.
Interception. Ballgame. Jackson flung his helmet.
And there, in a single game, is the joy and pressure of being Lamar Jackson. Imagine getting this far, accomplishing so much by doing it your way, kicking down all those doors without ever following a script. From the youth field in Florida to being one of the best in the world.
Then imagine that not being enough.
The Vince Lombardi Trophy is the cruelest, most tempting siren, requiring you to ask more of yourself than you ever have. Mahomes, naturally gifted as he is, became more open-minded as defenses caught up. If it extended a drive, he would throw the ball two feet, and this has won him three championships in five years. Peyton Manning won his two by accepting that, rather than winning with video game numbers, he could rely on his defense and rushing games. Brady won seven because he was willing to sacrifice everything and everyone else.
Jackson's vision got him here, to the cusp. But after two decades of challenging the game to change, is he willing to adapt and do whatever it takes? If he can't have both, which would he rather be: a champion or a revolutionary?
Can he see it? Of course he can, but seeing it isn't enough.
"I want to feel it," he says. "I want the ultimate award of what I've been busting my ass to do all my life."
He chuckles.
"How I'm feeling right now," he says after a practice in June, "I wish I was feeling like this, body-wise, in the AFC Championship. We would have won the game. I would have been able to move around for my guys. With me just hurting and can't move, I know if my legs were good, we would have won that s---. We wouldn't have even had to throw the ball. F--- throwing the ball."
He's still sitting here, inside the Ravens' facility during one of several interviews for this story. But in his imagination, he's someplace else:
"Lamar's just going to run it. He'll be a running back this game," he says. "That would be the only time they could say I was a running back, because I would run the f--- out of the ball."

Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson, entering his seventh NFL season, has won two MVP awards but is still chasing his first Super Bowl title. (Matt Ludtke/AP)


SURROUNDED BY KIDS, back in Florida where it all started, Jackson stands amid a setting sun. The pickup game is tied, 7-all, and the next score wins.
"Y'all ready?" he says.
He swings a toddler in a Spider-Man tank top, drapes an arm around his 9-year-old center, offers his green hat to a starstruck 7-year-old. When Jackson was this age, one of his dreams was meeting an NFL player. Brady, Vick, anyone. When you're 11, nobody suggests you can't do something. But in places like this, where Jackson visits each summer for his foundation's annual Funday, it matters more when somebody insists that you can.
That's why, just a few miles from Jackson's old neighborhood, he's not a Heisman winner or the MVP. He is possibility. Around here, nobody cares if that pee-wee Super Bowl is the last championship he ever wins. So long as Jackson keeps showing up, making eye contact, reminding everyone there's another way.
"I was one of those kids," he says. "The kids need it. I'm just trying to put a smile on their face."
For now, Jackson is on defense, adapting to what his team needs. He's trimmer now than he has been lately; at 205, Jackson is the lightest he has been since his Heisman season. Quicker, too, so he starts at safety before shading forward and blitzing -- though not at full speed -- the opposing quarterback, who gets the pass away. It lands in a young receiver's arms, and nobody touches him down until he reaches the 5.
Two more plays. A touchdown wins it.
Nobody rushes the passer this time, and the quarterback lofts the ball toward the end zone. There's a receiver waiting, but an instant before he catches it, one of Jackson's teammates steps in front.
Interception! Going the other way!
Jackson is screaming, arms raised, sprinting after the teammate as little man blurs toward the end zone. The boy is running as fast as he can, elbows pumping, and with Lamar Jackson trailing him as lead blocker, there's not a thing in the kid's vicinity to possibly get in his way.
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Trump is praising Brittany Mahomes? Must be football season.
A new NFL season is here, and it's Harrison Butker vs. the libs, Swifties vs. Brittany Mahomes, the Eagles vs. fake ads and Aaron Rodgers vs. the world.
By Candace Buckner | 2024-09-05

A U.S. flag was displayed in a locker containing Chiefs helmets during a preseason game last month. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack)


That didn't take long at all. The funtime tradition that erupts every election cycle when America's favorite league gets pulled kicking and screaming into our political dog mess. The NFL is back. So is the discord.
We didn't even have to wait until Thursday night's season kickoff to wonder if the two-time defending Super Bowl champion Kansas City Chiefs are clumsily trying to make America great again, one faux pas at a time. Or if the Philadelphia Eagles, who will appear in the NFL's prime-time matchup Friday night in Brazil, are operating as the worst covert super PAC ever while attempting to swing Pennsylvania in favor of Vice President Kamala Harris. And who knows? By Monday night, when the New York Jets play the San Francisco 49ers, maybe Aaron Rodgers -- "immunized" quarterback and Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s one-time potential running mate -- will remember that it's kind of been a long while since he has not-so-subtly suggested that someone in the "woke mob" was a Jeffrey Epstein associate.
If football's journey into the 2024 election has already started ahead of Week 1, then just you wait. In the most momentous presidential election of our lifetime (at least until 2028), the NFL will naturally play a starring role in helping a divided nation pick sides.
As if we needed more assistance in this pursuit, we've got the wife of an NFL superstar and -- long sigh -- a kicker serving as tour guides into our deepest tensions.
In August, Brittany Mahomes, the spouse of Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes, caught the Swifties' attention by apparently double-tapping and thus "liking" an Instagram post from Donald Trump's account that outlined the 2024 GOP platform. The 20-point post hit on the usual trite MAGA talking points: promoting fears that migrants are rampant criminals, that trans women are taking over sports and that public schools must be stopped from influencing young minds on any topic about race in America.
Though Mahomes reportedly removed her like and then took aim at "haters" who dared to take notice of her social media activity on her public and verified account, she had stepped in it politically. And Trump, of course, joined in -- spraying aerosol cans on this dumpster fire. On Wednesday, Trump shared his gratitude on his social media platform, thanking the "beautiful Brittany Mahomes for so strongly defending me, and the fact that MAGA is the greatest and most powerful Political Movement in the History of our now Failing Country."
Aligning herself with Trump -- an unforgivable sin to many of Taylor Swift's biggest fans. Swift, the tight end's famous girlfriend, once tweeted directly at Trump that "we will vote you out." Note to the NFL's broadcast partners: Now you can justify all of those close-up shots inside the Chiefs' family suites this season -- and a hidden mic, if possible -- so the viewing audience can spy any frosty interaction between Mahomes and her so-called bestie.
Although Brittany somehow accomplished the incredibly difficult task of tumbling down the depth chart of likability in the Mahomes family, at least her actions didn't force the NFL to put out a statement.
That distinction belonged to Chiefs kicker Harrison Butker, who earlier this summer used a commencement speech at a private Catholic college to rage against -- among many, many things -- President Joe Biden and his support of abortion access. Butker's speech, which also included his assumption that the graduating women of Benedictine College were more excited about becoming wives and mothers rather than using their degrees to further their careers, prompted the league to issue a statement that "his views are not those of the NFL as an organization."

Patrick Mahomes (15) and the Kansas City Chiefs will help the NFL kick off its new season. (Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP) 


Months later, the Eagles organization rushed to distance itself from political propaganda that depicted Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, as the "official candidate of the Philadelphia Eagles." Those green and white posters were outfitted inside the windows of bus stops around the city and appeared to be actual ads. They even included a link to the team's official webpage that features nonpartisan voting information. However, the posters were fakes and on Monday, the team had to pause its usual football content and address the "counterfeit political ads."
The notion that someone, or some group, would steal an NFL team's logo and font as the vehicle to push an agenda speaks to the league's power. Football matters too much in red states, blue states, swing states and any other place in our country. No other sport possesses such an outsize influence -- so much so that the game, and those who play it or even speak about it, can shape ideology.
In 2017, while he was president but still pandering to his followers, Trump seized on the league's popularity when he exploited the protests of NFL players, casting himself as the only suitable patriot who would protect the national anthem. Democrats, too, have tried leveraging the sport in their favor. Last month during the Democratic National Convention, when Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Harris's running mate, wanted to bring a more folksy, Americana element to his party, he squeezed every football term imaginable into his closing remarks.
This is a league that candy-coats its social and cultural initiatives with a kumbaya sentiment -- during the 2020 season, the NFL stenciled the words "End Racism" in the end zone and thought it could dismantle centuries of bigotry one touchdown at a time. Also, its Gridiron Political Action Committee donates money to both Republican and Democratic candidates and causes. Still, try as it might, the NFL can never remain agnostic and above the political battlefield. Because football is too big, too significant, too sprawling to coast through an election cycle such as this without constant brushfires threatening to heat up the environment.
So before the next president takes office, we might get deepfakes in Dallas showing Cowboys owner Jerry Jones at a Trump rally. Or maybe the league's resident wild card, Indianapolis Colts owner Jim Irsay, will ask for Harris's autograph near the 19th Amendment on a copy of the Constitution. (True story: Irsay asked former president Barack Obama to sign his more-than-200-year-old duplicate of the Declaration of Independence.)
November won't feel right until Rodgers finds a way to insert himself back into the A-block of cable network shows. And until Swift once again makes conspiracy-minded conservatives go loony with theories on how the government is fixing games in favor of the Chiefs.
Welp, the NFL is back. And here to help us tear each other apart.
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Jessica Pegula ousts No. 1 Iga Swiatek to make first Grand Slam semifinal
No. 6 seed advances past the quarterfinals in a Grand Slam for the first time in her career, joining the wave of American players to reach the semis.
By Ava Wallace | 2024-09-05

Jessica Pegula defeated Iga Swiatek for the first time in a Grand Slam match to improve her record against the world No. 1 to 4-6. (Eduardo Munoz Alvarez/AP)


NEW YORK -- In the six Grand Slam quarterfinals she had lost in her career, Jessica Pegula had twice faced No. 1 Iga Swiatek. Both were decisive matches the Polish star dictated nearly from start to finish, even while in their second meeting, two years ago in New York, Pegula forced a second-set tiebreaker. That's generally how matches at Grand Slams go for Swiatek.
But Pegula had no patience for a repeat performance Wednesday night on Arthur Ashe Stadium. Whether she was simply fed up with her 0-6 record in Grand Slam quarterfinals or she was riding the American wave washing over this U.S. Open, Pegula stalked onto the court like a woman on a mission and beat Swiatek, 6-2, 6-3, to advance to her first Grand Slam semifinal at age 30.
"I have been [to the quarterfinals] so many freakin' times. I just kept losing," Pegula said. "But to great players ... everyone keeps asking me about it, but I was like, 'I don't know what to do. I just need to get there again and win the match.' Thank God I was able to do it and finally -- finally -- I can say, 'semifinalist.'"
With the win, the women's semifinals are set: No. 6 seed Pegula will face the dangerous Czech Karolina Muchova and No. 13 seed Emma Navarro, another American and Pegula's Olympic teammate earlier this summer, will play No. 2 seed Aryna Sabalenka on Thursday.
Pegula and Navarro join Taylor Fritz and Frances Tiafoe to make this tournament the first Grand Slam to feature multiple American semifinalists in both the men's and women's singles events since the 2003 U.S. Open. The Americans then were Andre Agassi and Andy Roddick, who won the men's title, and Lindsay Davenport and Jennifer Capriati.
The Americans this time around are perhaps a tad more surprising. Navarro had never advanced past the first round at the U.S. Open before zipping her way into the final eight and Pegula had a 3-6 record against Swiatek, including 0-2 in Grand Slams.
Those three wins proved valuable Wednesday. Swiatek struggled from the opening game, serving poorly and sending forehands long that she usually places perfectly. Pegula was well aware how quickly Swiatek can regroup and close any window of opportunity. She attacked off the return to keep Swiatek on her heels, kept aggressive court positioning and focused on her movement.
Her returns were early and consistent enough to place more pressure on Swiatek than she's felt all tournament. The 23-year-old had only dropped her serve twice entering Wednesday match. She had not even faced a break point in her past three matches. Pegula broke her four times.
"To do it prime time, on Ashe, against the No. 1 player in the world -- I knew I could do it, I just had to go out and execute my game, not get frustrated," Pegula said.

Swiatek left the court to change her outfit and try to regroup after losing the first set in 37 minutes. (Luke Hales/Getty Images)


It was Swiatek who had trouble containing her frustration. For the world No. 1, Wednesday's loss caps a disappointing summer after she won her fifth Grand Slam and fourth French Open title at Roland Garros in June. She was upset in the third round at Wimbledon before heading to the Paris Olympics, where she won a bronze medal but wiped away tears of disappointment after the match. She said losing the semifinal to Qinwen Zheng in the Summer Games was one of the hardest losses of her career -- she cried for hours after, she said -- thanks in part to the added stress of representing her country.
She has in recent weeks criticized the new, more intense tennis schedule this year, arguing that players have little time to rest. The WTA increased the number of mandatory tournaments for top players to 16 and expanded the number of two-week tournaments on the calendar as a part of the tour's pathway to equal prize money announced last year.
"There are people saying that, 'Oh, I don't have to play so many tournaments,' but the fact is that we have so many mandatory tournaments that we literally need to show up, and we don't have time to work on stuff or [live] peacefully, because from one tournament we're going straight to another," Swiatek said last week after her first-round win. " ... We don't even have time until the end of the year, because literally the first tournament starts on 29th of December. So yeah, the season is, for sure, too long."
Pegula didn't arrive in New York feeling the same strain as Swiatek. The Buffalo native, whose parents own the NFL's Bills and NHL's Sabres, felt burned out after the Australian Open and took time off before she was forced to skip the European clay-court swing because of a rib injury.
She didn't hit a tennis ball for a month while she recovered. When she returned, she had a new coaching team and a renewed hunger for competition.
"To be kind of set back like that I think helped me come back ... super fresh and wanting to win these matches, and kind of fired up," Pegula said. "In a weird way, it all worked out and it helped. But, yeah, at the beginning of the year, I think I was just really run down, like, physically and mentally."
There's no trace of that burnout in her game lately -- Pegula has won 14 of her past 15 matches. Wednesday's quarterfinal may have been the sweetest one yet.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/09/04/jessica-pegula-iga-swiatek-us-open-semifinal/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Ugandan Olympic runner dies after being set on fire by ex-boyfriend
Rebecca Cheptegei is the third high-profile athlete to be killed in a domestic violence incident in Kenya.
By Katharine Houreld, Rael Ombuor | 2024-09-05

Uganda's Rebecca Cheptegei in action during the women's marathon final in Budapest on Aug. 26, 2023. (Dylan Martinez/Reuters)


NAIROBI -- A Ugandan Olympic athlete based in Kenya died after being set on fire by her ex-boyfriend, her father said on Thursday, the latest incident in an epidemic of domestic violence against female athletes in this East African nation.
"We are in so much pain," said her father Joseph Cheptegei, describing how he rushed to the hospital in Eldoret, western Kenya, after receiving a call from doctors at 5:30 a.m. but got there too late to say goodbye to his daughter, runner Rebecca Cheptegei.
Cheptegei told The Washington Post that his daughter had reported the man, whom he and a neighbor referred to as her ex-boyfriend, to the police several times for domestic violence, including last Friday. The family was told to return to see police on Monday, but on Sunday the man, who was been identified as Dickson Nidema, returned with a machete, doused her in gasoline and set her alight in front of her daughters, ages 9 and 11, he said.
"Rebecca was coming from church with her two children, and it was just after 3 p.m.," he said, citing a conversation with her after she was hospitalized. "It was about to rain so they started removing the clothes from the line, and Rebecca was at the chicken house ... the guy came to the chicken area with petrol and poured it on her back, when Rebecca turned around, he poured some more and lit a fire. The children saw everything, even as their mother was burning."

Joseph Cheptegei, father of Ugandan athlete Rebecca Cheptegei, speaks in Eldoret, Kenya, on Thursday. (Reuters)


It was not the first time he had attacked her, he said.
"In January this year, he beat Rebecca, and he wanted to cut her up but Rebecca was saved by her brother," Cheptegei said. "We reported to the police ... the police did not handle this matter well, they were so slow."
Paul Songok, a police officer with the Department of Criminal Investigation in Trans-Nzoia county, confirmed that the family had lodged complaints of attacks and threats at the local police station but said the most recent complaint referred to a land dispute.
Earlier this week, police commander Jeremiah ole Kosiom told reporters that the suspect, whom he identified as Nidema, set her on fire after a disagreement, and had also sustained burns and was now in the hospital. The Post was unable to reach Nidema for comment.
The father's account was confirmed by a neighbor, Simon Kiptoek, 35. He said Cheptegei had left Nidema in January following an argument over his alleged infidelity, and sought help fleeing from him. He witnessed the immediate aftermath of the most recent attack and told The Post that the suspect had also spilled petrol on himself as he tried to pour more fuel onto her and been badly burned.
He said neighbors heard her screaming after she was set ablaze and had tried to extinguish the fire by rolling her in dirt before hurrying her to a nearby compound to douse her in a water tank.
Neighbors took her to hospital on a motorbike. Nidema took himself to hospital, Kiptoek said.
The murder follows the high-profile killings of other female long-distance runners in Kenya's elite running town of Iten, some 20 miles from Eldoret: Kenyan Agnes Jebet Tirop, 25, whose husband was charged with her murder after she was stabbed to death in 2021; and Damaris Muthee Mutua, a 28-year-old Kenyan found strangled in 2022. Police launched a manhunt after her boyfriend, an Ethiopian runner, fled. He has not been found.

Agnes Tirop of Kenya smiles after winning the women's 1500-meter race at the IAAF Diamond League meeting at Stockholm Olympic Stadium in Stockholm in 2019. (Fredrik Sandberg/AP)


In Kenya, the average salary is around $200 per month. So the big cash prizes and sponsorship deals landed by top athletes often attract partners who want to control the athlete's wealth, said marathon runner Viola Cheptoo of Tirop's Angels, a charity set up by athletes after the young runner's murder to combat gender-based violence.
"The abusers sometimes come in first as coaches," she said, adding they were often easily able to manipulate young and inexperienced athletes. "Most of the time these relationships lead to abuse and manipulation."
A Bloomberg investigation published last year unearthed dozens of other cases of alleged domestic abuse, violence and property theft involving female athletes in Iten. They included allegations by long-distance runner Lucy Njeri that in 2022, she was abducted by hit men hired by her husband after a property dispute. He didn't respond to requests for comment by Bloomberg and The Post was unable to reach him.

Motorcyclists pass under a town sign in Iten, an elite running town some 160 miles northwest of Nairobi, in 2021. (Casmir Oduor/AFP/Getty Images)


Another female runner, Lucy Kabuu, said her former partner, a Nairobi policeman, attacked her several times in front of their daughter, threatened to shoot her and sold their properties without her consent. She first filed police complaints in 2014; the case is still ongoing.
Rebecca Cheptegei had originally moved to Kenya from Uganda because of violence in her home area, her father said, and bought land near the training grounds in Eldoret, where, like Iten, high altitude and a fierce running culture has produced a slew of Olympic champions. In Kenya, she met a man who quickly tried to take control of her property and house, he said.
"Whenever Rebecca came with things or had things he wanted to be the one that keeps or takes it away. That's why they fought," he said. "Rebecca told me that the man wanted to take away her property."
He said that his daughter had broken up with Nidema, but said Cheptegei, who holds the women's Ugandan marathon record, did not perform well at the Paris Olympics because she was so worried about his threats, her father said.
"She left for the Olympics when she was so stressed because this man was disturbing her, that's why she probably did not perform well," he said. "I have 13 children, Rebecca was the second-born and the whole family depended on her," he said. "She was our pillar because we are poor and she was our only hope."
Kenya's Ministry of Gender, Culture, the Arts and Heritage did not respond to requests for comment about how many domestic violence cases were reported, or rates of arrests and prosecutions. Most court cases face a backlog of many years. 
The U.N. says that nearly a quarter of Kenyan women experienced intimate partner violence last year; that rises to 38 percent if measured over a lifetime. 
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A first pitch gone awry -- and Spirit star Croix Bethune is out for season
Bethune, the NWSL's assist leader in her first professional season, suffered a torn meniscus while throwing out the first pitch at the Nationals game.
By Steven Goff | 2024-09-04

Spirit standout Croix Bethune suffered a torn meniscus throwing out the first pitch at the Nationals game Aug, 28. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


Washington Spirit midfielder Croix Bethune, who parlayed a sensational rookie season into a trip to the Olympics, will miss the remainder of the National Women's Soccer League campaign after apparently suffering a knee injury throwing out the ceremonial first pitch at a Washington Nationals game last week.
The Spirit said Wednesday that Bethune had undergone surgery after suffering "a torn meniscus away from training last week." The team did not give a timetable for her return.
The Spirit did not disclose any other details, though a person close to the situation confirmed the injury occurred at the Nationals game.
Bethune did not travel with the team to San Diego for last Sunday's 1-1 draw against the Wave. After the match, Coach Jonatan Giraldez said, "She had a problem making the first pitch in the baseball game. ... She is not going to be available this season. It is part of life; you have to keep going."
Bethune will miss the U.S. team's three home friendlies next month -- its first activities since winning the gold medal -- and the showdown with European champion England on Nov. 30 at Wembley Stadium.
The Spirit's four Olympians -- Bethune, Trinity Rodman, Casey Krueger and Hal Hershfelt -- were honored before the Aug. 28 game against the New York Yankees at Nationals Park. On behalf of the four, Bethune threw the ceremonial first pitch to the Nationals' DJ Herz.
Throwing with her right arm, she put weight on her left leg and seemed to grimace slightly as she walked off the mound. Bethune, 23, had three ACL injuries in high school and college.
The third overall draft pick last winter, Bethune leads the league in assists with 10, tying Tobin Heath (2016) for the NWSL single-season record. Bethune did it in just 12 games and no one else in the league has more than six assists this year. She has also scored five goals, including two game-winners in stoppage time.
She was the NWSL's rookie of the month three times and the first in history to win it in consecutive months.
A youth national team standout, Bethune made her senior debut in a friendly against Mexico on July 13, four days before the team departed for France. Initially selected as an alternate, she was promoted to the 18-player active squad because of an injury to Jaedyn Shaw and played in the group finale against Australia.
The Spirit (12-4-2) is second in the 14-team standings, six points behind the Orlando Pride (13-0-5) with eight games left. Washington will host the Portland Thorns (8-7-3) on Saturday.
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For American men in the U.S. Open semifinals, it was a matter of time
Frances Tiafoe and Taylor Fritz, who have long discussed their plans to dominate men's tennis, have ensured an American will make the U.S. Open final.
By Ava Wallace | 2024-09-05

Frances Tiafoe and Taylor Fritz have long talked about ruling American men's tennis. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)


NEW YORK -- Frances Tiafoe and his compatriot peers have long been talking among themselves about ending the United States' drought of men's singles Grand Slam champions for years, first as daydreaming teens and then as more mature competitors with a better sense of what it takes to rise to the top.
One such conversation sprang to mind Wednesday, though Tiafoe recalled it from the recesses of his memory after midnight following a three-hour quarterfinal match at the U.S. Open, so the details were vague. The conversation happened some years ago in the early morning hours, on a plane, and was prompted, unusually, by the quiet and self-effacing Taylor Fritz.
"He's like, 'Bro, I think me and you are going to be the No. 1 and No. 2 Americans and leading the way.' Coming from him, I was like dang, dude, 6 a.m., I'm pretty tired," Tiafoe said, grinning. "But let's do it. Why not?"
Fritz had impressive foresight, according to Tiafoe's memory. They aren't the top two ranked Americans -- that would be Fritz and 21-year-old Ben Shelton -- but he and Tiafoe have led the latest promising group of young American men's tennis players to heights not reached in nearly two decades.
With the pair facing off Friday in the U.S. Open semifinals, American men's tennis is guaranteed to have its first Grand Slam singles finalist since 2009, when Andy Roddick lost the Wimbledon final to Roger Federer. Friday's match will also be the first Grand Slam semifinal between two American men since the 2005 U.S. Open, when Andre Agassi defeated Robby Ginepri.
"It's going to be epic," Tiafoe said. "Popcorn. Do what you've got to do."
American men's tennis is a long way from its glory days, and whoever triumphs Friday might still have to take down world No. 1 Jannik Sinner in Sunday's championship match to become the first American man to win a Grand Slam singles trophy since Roddick won the U.S. Open in 2003. Sinner defeated fifth-seeded Daniil Medvedev, 6-2, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4, in the last of the men's quarterfinals Wednesday and has dropped just two sets across five matches this tournament.
But shelve the harsh realities for now, please. None of that is dulling any excitement for Friday.
In Fritz and Tiafoe's view, the Americans' arrival at a Grand Slam final was inevitable if they could only stay patient. No. 12 seeded Fritz is 26 years old, same as No. 20 seed Tiafoe; Tommy Paul, who lost to Sinner in the fourth round but is ranked No. 14 in the world, is 27.
When they would have those conversations about breaking through in Grand Slams, it wasn't fantastical. They spoke with a clear sense of timing: they should be hitting their athletic primes around the same time the three men who have hogged most of the Grand Slam glory this millennium would be fading from draws. Roger Federer watched Tiafoe's quarterfinal win against Grigor Dimitrov on Tuesday as a peaceful retiree. Rafael Nadal withdrew from the U.S. Open before it began as his schedule becomes lighter and lighter with the end of his career in sight. Novak Djokovic, who had one of the worst tennis seasons of his career aside from winning a gold medal at the Paris Olympics, was upset in the third round in New York.
"You put yourself in positions, it's only a matter of matter of time, and the game is open," Tiafoe said. "It's not like it once was where you make quarterfinals, you play [Rafael Nadal], and you're looking at flights."
Tiafoe and Fritz were ready to take advantage of the opportunity when it rolled along.
Tiafoe, after a poor start to 2024, recently teamed up with David Witt, who made his name as Venus Williams's longtime coach and then helped Jessica Pegula stick in the top ranks on the women's tour. The partnership has produced furiously good tennis in the late-summer hard court stretch following Wimbledon, with Tiafoe winning 13 of his past 16 matches in his favorite period of the season.
"It's almost like a joke," Tiafoe said, "Frances wakes up in August."

Taylor Fritz rarely shows as much emotion as he did on court Tuesday after clinching his first Grand Slam semifinal. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


Fritz's Grand Slam semifinal debut was longer in the making (especially if you consider his mother, Kathy May, was a former top-10 WTA player in the 1970s and his father, Guy was also a pro tennis player). The Californian has been pegged as a future star since he won the U.S. Open boys' singles title in 2015, weeks after turning pro -- he lost the French Open boys' title to Paul the same year -- and a year later became the youngest American to play an ATP Tour final since 17-year-old Michael Chang in 1989. He lost, in Memphis, to Kei Nishikori.
Tiafoe, also a former standout junior player, has funny memories of Fritz at the time. Fritz went to "normal high school," as Tiafoe put it, eschewing the private tutoring many aspiring tennis pros opt for so they can dedicate more time to training.
"He was an odd cat, different cat. I mean, I definitely wasn't thinking he was going to do what he's done," Tiafoe said. "He's changed his body unbelievable. You know, he's just really talented. He was a part-time player, he played couple times of week, had a court at his house. ...He was just a normal kid, while we're out there grinding. Then he started putting more time into it."
Fritz welcomed a son, Jordan, in 2017 and chipped away at his tennis until he broke into the top 10 in 2022. He is a strict baseliner, despite his longtime coach Michael Russell's gentle prodding to come to net, works a powerful serve at 6-foot-5 and has been the most consistent American man on tour for two years.
He's also got a 6-1 record against the more erratic Tiafoe.
But they have never played in a match such as Friday's before. The crowd will play a role -- Arthur Ashe Stadium will undoubtedly be packed, and no player brings New York fans along for the ride quite like Tiafoe, who loves a big stage. He feeds off crowd energy in a way that Fritz does not: "He's a kind of quiet, shy guy," Russell said of Fritz.
Players agree the match is a positive sign for what's to come in American tennis no matter who wins Friday. Fritz said watching Paul and Tiafoe reach Grand Slam semifinals in 2022 gave him the confidence that he could one day do the same. A healthy competition among the group sharpens everyone.
"When I had become the No. 1 American this year for four and a half minutes, Taylor Fritz got hot," said Shelton, who lost to Tiafoe in the third round last week. "I'm not saying that's because of me, but just a by-product, maybe coincidence. I think that the more that we continue to push each other, we're moving in the right direction."
Tiafoe is happy for his friend, and for American men's tennis. But make no mistake: He's also preparing for a dogfight.
"Yeah, it's pretty exciting. First [finalist] since '09," he said. "Hopefully it's me."
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College football best bets: Expect low scoring in Michigan-Texas
Michigan's offense looked shaky in Week 1, which points to the under in Saturday's showdown against Texas.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-09-05

Coach Steve Sarkisian and Texas travel to the Big House for a game against Michigan on Saturday. (Tim Warner/Getty Images)


These picks got off to a grim start last week in Week 1, going 1-3. It's hardly the way I wanted to start the season, but hopefully I have a better grasp on things in Week 2.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All spreads were taken Wednesday. All times Eastern.
No. 4 Texas (-7.5) at No. 9 Michigan (DraftKings)
Saturday at noon, Fox
The pick: under 42.5
The defending champion Wolverines looked like a work in progress on offense as they labored to a 30-10 win over Fresno State in this past weekend's opener. Last season's head coach, offensive coordinator, starting quarterback, leading rusher, two leading receivers and entire starting offensive line are gone, and it showed: Michigan managed only 13 points over the first three quarters before putting the game out of reach in the fourth, and one of its two touchdowns in the fourth came from its defense on a pick-six. For the game, the Wolverines averaged only 4.4 yards per play, which ranked 49th out of 75 Football Bowl Subdivision teams that opened against an FBS opponent, and they snapped the ball every 32.1 seconds on average. Only Boston College and Kentucky worked slower in Week 1, and that pace could come in handy to keep Texas's offense off the field a week after it had five touchdown drives of three minutes or less in a 52-0 demolition of Colorado State. Last season, the Longhorns played four opponents that ranked 100th or lower nationally in seconds per snap, and all four games stayed under the total. I think Saturday's matchup will as well.
Mississippi (-41.5) vs. Middle Tennessee (DraftKings)
Saturday at 4:15 p.m., SEC Network
The Pick: Mississippi -41.5
Don't be scared off by the big number here. Playing their first game under new coach Derek Mason and returning only seven starters, the Blue Raiders looked out of sorts in this past weekend's 32-25 win over FCS Tennessee Tech. Despite being 24.5-point favorites, they were outgained in terms of yards per play and needed a touchdown with 16 seconds left to secure the victory. Tennessee Tech drove into Middle Tennessee territory on five of its first seven drives but ended up with only three points out of those possessions. Mississippi had far fewer problems with its Week 1 FCS opponent, blitzing Furman, 76-0, a score that would have been worse had Coach Lane Kiffin not eased up on the throttle after taking a 73-0 lead in the third quarter. The Rebels do not have a truly difficult schedule this season and thus will need to put on a show against these lesser teams to show their mettle to the College Football Playoff selection committee, and I think they win big again Saturday.
Tulsa (+7.5) at Arkansas State (Fanduel)
Saturday at 7 p.m., ESPN Plus
The pick: Tulsa +7.5
I'm not sure what Arkansas State did in its opener to merit being a touchdown-plus favorite here. FCS Central Arkansas averaged a gaudy 7.1 yards per play against the Red Wolves on Saturday, a full two yards better than its FBS opponent, and Arkansas State only won, 34-31, when the officials overturned their initial call of incomplete on a throw to the end zone with three seconds left. The Red Wolves' postgame win expectancy was just 8.7 percent, the lowest of any FBS team that won this past weekend. What would this spread be if Arkansas State had lost, as they probably should have? Tulsa faced a much weaker FCS opponent in Northwestern State to start the season but handled its business in a 62-28 win, averaging 8.8 yards per play in a game with another deceiving score: The Demons got one touchdown on a blocked field goal return and two more after Tulsa had eased up in the fourth quarter with a big lead. I think the Golden Hurricane can keep it within a touchdown here.
Oklahoma (-29) vs. Houston (DraftKings)
Saturday at 7:45 p.m., SEC Network
The pick: Oklahoma -29
Houston dropped its season opener, 27-7, at home against UNLV on Saturday, but the lopsided final score didn't even tell the whole story. The Rebels had drives end without points at the Houston 11-yard line (turnover on downs), 4-yard line (blocked field goal), 35-yard line (interception) and 34-yard line (UNLV somehow decided to punt). The final score easily could have been much, much worse for Houston, which now has to travel to face an Oklahoma team that forced six turnovers in a blowout of Temple last Friday. The Sooners also recorded six sacks, which is the same number recorded by UNLV against Houston in Week 1, and one has to think the talent along Oklahoma's defensive front is packing more talent than that of the Rebels. Cougars Coach Willie Fritz has worked wonders at every coaching stop he has made, but crafting a winning team in his first year at Houston -- with an almost entirely remade team -- might be a lot to ask. The Sooners roll.
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Scottie Scheffler or Xander Schauffele? Golf's impossible debate. 
The PGA Tour's player of the year award is a referendum between Scottie Scheffler's bushel of wins and Xander Schauffele's two major victories.
By John Feinstein | 2024-09-05

Either Xander Schauffele or Scottie Scheffler will be the PGA Tour's player of the year. (Kevin C. Cox/Getty Images) 


When one player wins two of golf's four major championships, it is usually very easy to identify the PGA Tour's player of the year.
Which means the 2024 player of the year award should go to Xander Schauffele -- who won the British Open and the PGA Championship, his first two major victories.
This year, though, it's more complicated. When the players vote, Schauffele is not going to win the award. Scottie Scheffler will, after a season in which he won a major, a gold medal and six other tournaments. Players who have not won a major like to downplay their importance -- and that's most players, which is why there is little question Scheffler will win.
It should be noted that I am one of those people who believes a victory in a major is worth at least 10 times as much as any other victory. When you win a major, you are part of history. When you win another tournament, you make a lot of money.
Because the PGA Tour decided that the best way to combat LIV Golf is to throw as much money at players as possible, the money list today sounds like a game of Monopoly. Scheffler won $25 million this past weekend for not having the lowest score at the silly Tour Championship, pushing his earnings for the year past $60 million.
He can buy Park Place and Boardwalk as often as he likes. And have plenty of get-out-of-jail money left over -- joke intended.
Scheffler had an extraordinary year. He won eight times -- including the Olympics, which for some reason doesn't count as an official tour victory. It's ironic that the tour, which has bent itself into a pretzel trying to convince people that Olympic golf is a big deal, doesn't count an Olympic gold medal as a win.
The tour would apparently rather spend its time trying to convince the world that the Players Championship is a major and promoting its absolutely ludicrous format for the Tour Championship. For the record: Both Collin Morikawa and Sahith Theegala had lower scores over four days than Scheffler, but the lead Scheffler started with -- based on his season point total -- allowed him to cruise to victory on the redesigned pitch-and-putt East Lake course.
Memo to the tour: If you want an event to be taken seriously, you can't have three players shoot 20 under par or better. That's okay in January at the Bob Hope Classic (or whatever it's called now), but not for what is supposed to be some kind of season climax.
Back to Scheffler vs. Schauffele. By my (very unofficial) scoring system, a major is worth 10 points and a regular tour event, regardless of any "elevated" payout, is worth one. I'm willing to give the Olympics two points because I think the pressure coming down the stretch there is greater than at a regular tour event, though not close to major championship level.
So Scheffler finished with 18 points -- one major victory (the Masters), six regular victories and the Olympics. We will never know how much the horrifically stupid arrest made by the Louisville police during the PGA Championship affected him that weekend. Scheffler finished tied for eighth, eight shots behind Schauffele -- who shot 21 under to win. If the overzealous Louisville cops hadn't arrested Scheffler (and put him in a cell and a jump suit), who knows how he would have played on the weekend?
That aside, Schauffele finished with 20 points under my system -- just the two major victories.

Scottie Scheffler plays a shot as Xander Schauffele looks on. (Erik S Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Many of you will argue that Scheffler was the more consistent player -- he was -- and that his eight victories should count for more than Schauffele's two majors.
Normally, I would argue vehemently with you, because I have watched players up close in the heat of a major's closing holes and it is exponentially more tense than the closing holes of the 3M Open. The only thing in golf that compares to a major championship is the Ryder Cup.
This time though, I'm honestly not sure. If Scheffler had won eight tournaments and none was a major, he would have no chance in my mind -- though all those players without major wins might still vote for him.
But he did win a major and the Olympics, so his victory will not outrage me. He is the best player in the world right now, although some of the comparisons to Tiger Woods are ridiculous.
At 28, Scheffler has won two majors. At 28, Woods had won eight. In July, some tried comparing Scheffler's 2024 season to Woods in 2000. Woods won three majors in 2000 -- including the U.S. Open by 15 shots and the British Open by eight. Anyone out there who thinks Scheffler will win 15 majors and 82 tournaments, raise your hand.
Scheffler's a wonderful player who almost certainly will land in the Hall of Fame someday. But anyone who compares him to Woods is insane. The only player in history who can be compared to Woods is Jack Nicklaus. That doesn't mean that Sam Snead, Ben Hogan, Arnold Palmer and Tom Watson weren't great, but they're a rung below.
In 1998, I went to meet my family at the Jacksonville airport during the Players. Waiting at the gate, I ran into Tom Watson, who was meeting his son Michael, arriving on the same flight.
The first person off the plane was my then-4-year-old son Danny. I introduced him to Watson and said, "Mr. Watson is a great golfer."
Danny looked at Tom and said, "Are you as good as Tiger Woods?"
Watson smiled and said, "Not even close."
Woods had won exactly one major at that moment, but Watson knew.
What I don't know is who deserves this year's player of the year award. If I had a vote, I'd probably split it -- which is a cop-out. But this year has been an exception. Maybe instead of the silly Tour Championship format, which feels like the richest member-guest in history, the tour could set up 36 holes of match play at Pebble Beach between Scheffler and Schauffele, with the winner named player of the year.
Now that I would watch.
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Call her a late arrival, but Emma Navarro's U.S. Open run is right on time
The 23-year-old American rolls past Paula Badosa in straight sets to advance to her first U.S. Open semifinal. Her run is the result of a methodical approach.
By Sally Jenkins | 2024-09-05

Emma Navarro spent two years at Virginia before going on the Challenger Tour. "It was really important for me to take a more methodical approach and kind of go through all the steps to get to where I am now and not feel like I'm anywhere where I'm not ready to be yet," she said. (Brian Hirschfeld/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


NEW YORK -- There's something lovely about a progression, and that's Emma Navarro's tennis game at the U.S. Open: light footwork; clean, elongated strokes; and, most important, a calm harmony as she advances measure by measure on the world. Her formally trained passage into champion-level maturity is a bit of a lost art in this sport, in which such great accelerations are expected that you're treated as a has-been for going to college.
Navarro, a 23-year-old American and product of two years at the University of Virginia, reached the Open semifinals not with an unexpected blast, but with a show of craft you might call well-schooled, which expressed itself in a handsy, string-singing little drop shot on the final point to defeat Paula Badosa in the quarterfinals, 6-2, 7-5.
This season has been a startling breakthrough for a somewhat diminutive, soft-voiced player who likes to be "quiet in my head," and who has an aversion to heat-seeking lights. "I thought being on the radar would be more of a scary thing than it actually is," she said earlier this week. "Now that I think I'm here, it's not so bad."
It's not right to call what Navarro has done in this tournament an upset, because she has won more matches this season than anyone except top-ranked Iga Swiatek, a fact that will vault her into the top 10 after the Open. But it's also true that the No. 13 seed has not been on anyone's watch list to hoist a Grand Slam trophy, except perhaps for some of her locker room friends, who have noticed her late-surging development, along with what they say is a sidelong wit. "Don't let her fool you," says Jessica Pegula, who predicts that Navarro will be a contender for years to come.
It's hard to call the daughter of a billionaire a hard scrabbler -- Navarro's father is entrepreneur Ben Navarro, a banker who owns the WTA event in their hometown of Charleston, S.C., and you can see the moneyed lessons in her forehand. But when she left the Virginia campus in 2021, she did so for low-tier challenger stops such as Liepaja, Latvia, and Tyler, Tex. She didn't want to be a flash -- she wanted to earn her place. "I just really took things one thing at a time and wasn't in a rush to get anywhere," she said during the first week of this tournament. "That's what I knew would give me the most confidence. If I was able to get to this point, I would feel like I've put in the work to get here, and I've kind of gone through that rite of passage. That was really necessary for me to feel like I have earned my way here and that I belong here."
She made a pact with her longtime childhood coach Peter Ayers, who had worked with her since she was 11: they would give it two seasons, and if she didn't prove herself, they would rethink. They never had to have the conversation.
Cracking the top 100 was the goal. In her first year, she climbed from No. 463 to No. 143, and then vaulted to No. 38 by the end of last season. "I hit the two-year mark this June, and we didn't even acknowledge it or talk about it," she said, laughing.
Each step of the way, she acquired a new shot in her repertoire and learned how to cope with the pressure points in the match. "In the past, I've seen choices on court, like taking the ball on the rise or moving forward to hit a forehand as opposed to moving back, stuff like that," she said this week. "Those have been choices in the past. Now I see those types of situations as less of a choice and more of, like, I have to take this on in this way. Partially because the players I'm playing against, you know, they'll shut it down if I don't make that more confident, aggressive choice."
At the start of this season, her friend Pegula couldn't help noticing that new firmness in Navarro's game. "I was, like, 'Wow, she's actually going to be like a serious threat,'" Pegula said. It was the harbinger for a 2024 campaign in which Navarro has won 49 matches, and her steep learning curve has been fascinating to watch. At the Australian Open, Navarro lost in the third round but said cheerfully, "Sometimes I'll just hit a shot on the court where I'm, like, 'Dang, I didn't have that shot two years ago.' It's pretty cool that I can pull that shot off now." By the French Open, she was confident enough to reach the round of 16, where she lost in straight sets to Aryna Sabalenka, who gave her a lesson. "Maybe I didn't know this until today, I had to learn this today, but the best players in the world on a stage like that in a tournament like this, they are not messing around," Navarro said grimly after that one.
At Wimbledon she was still shedding the last bit of competitive uncertainty. "I'm not sure where I stand," she said. But after she reached the quarters there by defeating Naomi Osaka and Coco Gauff on the hallowed courts of the All England Club, she said, "I know this isn't the last time I'm going to be in the quarterfinals of a Grand Slam. I know I'll be back."
Then came New York, where she had never won a U.S. Open match. The first time Navarro ever stepped on to the Arthur Ashe Stadium court, she was a kid playing at the junior level, and the place made her head spin. "I remember it just felt so big," she remembered. "I was so dizzy. Just like out of sorts."
But this time she came to the grounds as a mature contender, and when she walked through a tunnel and saw an open door to the court, she stepped through it. "You know, it was probably half the size as I remembered it being. I think it's sort of a testament to how far I've come in this sport."
Now, she will get another shot at Sabalenka in the semifinals Thursday. Whatever else Navarro accomplishes at this Open, she has already done something important: reestablished the importance and usefulness of education in tennis. Not the book-learning kind, particularly, but the kind that allows for slower paced self-exploration, and curiosity about one's own powers free from terrible pressure. "It was really important for me to take a more methodical approach and kind of go through all the steps to get to where I am now and not feel like I'm anywhere where I'm not ready to be yet," she has said. And here's the best thing about it: Navarro is still improving, almost by the day.
"She's a great athlete. She's mentally stable, and she's only going to get better," Pegula says. "I feel like she's going to be a threat for the next 10 years or however long she plays, to definitely be a slam contender."
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The NFL is back. Here are the key storylines for the 2024 season.
Key quarterback moves and significant rule changes highlight the 2024 NFL season, with the Kansas City Chiefs and Aaron Rodgers back in the spotlight.
By Mark Maske | 2024-09-05
After an offseason of prominent quarterback moves, significant rule changes and intriguing trades, the 2024 NFL season is at hand.
The Kansas City Chiefs, the two-time defending Super Bowl champs, will host the Baltimore Ravens in the season-opening game Thursday night, a rematch of last season's AFC championship game won by the Chiefs in Baltimore. The Philadelphia Eagles and Green Bay Packers meet Friday night in the NFL's first game in Brazil. Quarterback Aaron Rodgers returns to the field Monday night as the New York Jets face the San Francisco 49ers in Santa Clara, Calif. And that's just the first five days.
Here are 16 storylines to watch as the season unfolds.
The Chiefs will attempt to become the first team to win three straight Super Bowls. They will always have a chance as long as they have quarterback Patrick Mahomes and Coach Andy Reid. But there are challenges. Tight end Travis Kelce turns 35 in October. Wide receiver Rashee Rice faces criminal charges and possible NFL discipline related to his involvement in a six-vehicle crash on a Dallas expressway in March, although the league says it will wait until the legal process plays out before acting. Wideout Marquise Brown is plagued by a shoulder injury suffered during the preseason. A defense that did much of the heavy lifting last season now is without cornerback L'Jarius Sneed, who was traded to the Tennessee Titans in March.
The 49ers took the Chiefs to overtime in a memorable Super Bowl and still have a roster as talented as any. But the lead-up to the season was not exactly smooth. Wide receiver Brandon Aiyuk had a months-long contract-extension standoff with the team that resulted in a hold-in during training camp and weeks of trade deliberations before he agreed to a four-year, $120 million deal last week. Left tackle Trent Williams held out in a contract dispute before rejoining the team Tuesday. There was a harrowing near-tragedy when rookie wide receiver Ricky Pearsall was shot in the chest Saturday as the victim of a robbery attempt, according to authorities. He was released from a hospital Sunday. This could be the last go-round for this core group of standout players. Quarterback Brock Purdy will be eligible for a contract extension after this season, and the 49ers no longer will have the luxury of having him on a cheap rookie deal.
The Detroit Lions and Houston Texans were last season's breakthrough teams. The Lions won the NFC North and had a 17-point lead in the NFC championship game before falling to the 49ers. The Texans won the AFC South and reached the divisional round of the playoffs with a brilliant rookie quarterback, C.J. Stroud, and a successful rookie head coach, DeMeco Ryans. What can those two teams do for an encore? This time, they must deal with the burden of expectations.
Rodgers did not play in any preseason games but resembled his old, four-time-MVP self -- at least, the 40-year-old version of it -- on the practice field. He lasted only four offensive snaps in his Jets debut last year before his season ended with a torn left Achilles' tendon. If he can remain on the field, the Jets have enough other pieces on their sturdy defense and around Rodgers on their revamped offense to make things extremely interesting.

Rookie quarterback Caleb Williams will start for the Chicago Bears. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP) 


Three of the record-tying six quarterbacks chosen in the opening round of April's draft -- all within the first 12 picks -- begin the season as starters: Caleb Williams with the Chicago Bears, Jayden Daniels with the Washington Commanders and Bo Nix with the Denver Broncos. Drake Maye waits his turn, for now, behind Jacoby Brissett with the New England Patriots. Michael Penix Jr. backs up Kirk Cousins in the Atlanta Falcons' odd quarterback dynamic. J.J. McCarthy underwent surgery for a meniscus tear in his right knee suffered in the preseason opener, and his rookie season with the Minnesota Vikings ended before it really even started. It's time to begin finding out whether this heralded quarterback class will live up to its billing.
Cousins left the Vikings to sign a four-year, $180 million deal with the Falcons in free agency. The Pittsburgh Steelers signed Russell Wilson after he was released by the Broncos and traded for Justin Fields. Steelers Coach Mike Tomlin is going with Wilson, who will attempt to recapture the success of his 10 seasons with the Seattle Seahawks after two turbulent seasons in Denver. Elsewhere, the Las Vegas Raiders chose newcomer Gardner Minshew II as their starter. Sam Darnold has the starting job in Minnesota with McCarthy sidelined. And Brissett is the starter, at least for the time being, in New England.
Coach Bill Belichick is gone, as the Patriots parted with him in January after 24 seasons and six Super Bowl triumphs. Quarterback Tom Brady is long gone. The Patriots have made only one playoff appearance in four seasons since his exit. It's a new era for New England with Jerod Mayo as the coach and Maye as the would-be franchise quarterback in waiting. The expectations should be kept in check after last season's 4-13 struggles.
The NFL made one of the most consequential rule changes in its history in March when team owners ratified the competition committee's proposal for a new kickoff format. The preseason results were encouraging, with an improved return rate and no major injury issues. But now the games count, and it remains to be seen how teams will approach the revised kickoff. The league also banned hip-drop tackles over the objection of the NFL Players Association. That prohibition was not a significant factor during the preseason, with no penalties called by the on-field officials and only two infractions subsequently identified by the league, but it could be a talking point again during the season.
The league is expanding its use of instant replay as an officiating tool this season. The NFL will give replay officials an increased role in assisting the on-field officials with certain objective aspects of penalties for roughing the passer, intentional grounding and late hits out of bounds. But the league will not utilize its electronic system for measuring first downs, which it continued to test in the preseason, during this regular season. It could be considered for regular season use in 2025.

Chargers Coach Jim Harbaugh, right, talks to Cowboys Coach Mike McCarthy following a preseason game. (Gareth Patterson/AP) 


Jim Harbaugh is back in the NFL with the Los Angeles Chargers after taking Michigan to the College Football Playoff championship last season. He inherits a team with a franchise quarterback in Justin Herbert but also plenty of roster holes after Harbaugh and General Manager Joe Hortiz faced a salary cap crunch in the offseason. Harbaugh is a proven NFL winner, having led the 49ers to three appearances in the NFC championship game and a Super Bowl appearance during his four-year tenure as their coach. He presumably will get it done at some point in Los Angeles. Will that start this season?
Belichick is out of the league and will do broadcasting work this season. Pete Carroll and Mike Vrabel also failed to land head coaching jobs after being ousted following last season. Teams that falter in 2024 could have some big-name candidates to consider.
Brady's work as an analyst for Fox will be closely scrutinized as he begins his broadcasting career, and there are complicating factors. His proposed deal for part-ownership of the Raiders remains pending before the NFL finance committee and must be approved by at least 24 of the 32 owners. That could occur as soon as October. The league will prohibit Brady, based on conflict-of-interest concerns, from participating in broadcast production meetings with NFL teams and from being in teams' facilities to watch their practices or perform other activities, according to a person familiar with the matter.
The Buffalo Bills have won four straight AFC East titles. They have gotten as far as the AFC championship game. But they have yet to return to a Super Bowl during this run of prosperity with Josh Allen at quarterback, and they traded four-time Pro Bowl wideout Stefon Diggs to the Texans in April. Allen's presence makes the Bills an annual contender. But it's fair to wonder whether the roster around him remains of championship caliber.
Prominent quarterbacks continued to land lucrative contract extensions. The Jacksonville Jaguars' Trevor Lawrence and the Packers' Jordan Love signed extensions worth $55 million per season to match the Cincinnati Bengals' Joe Burrow as the NFL's highest-paid players. Tua Tagovailoa signed an extension with the Miami Dolphins worth $53.1 million per season. The notable exception to this point has been the Dallas Cowboys' Dak Prescott, who is eligible for unrestricted free agency after this season.

The Packers' Jordan Love (10) is among the NFL quarterbacks to have signed big-money contract extensions. (Jeffrey Phelps/AP) 


Owner Jerry Jones did not fire Coach Mike McCarthy following the Cowboys' stunning opening-round home playoff loss to the Packers. But he did not extend McCarthy's contract, either. So McCarthy and Prescott are in the final season of their contracts. Wide receiver CeeDee Lamb held out in a contract dispute before agreeing to a four-year, $136 million extension, and star pass rusher Micah Parsons also is in line for an extension. Jones has declared the Cowboys "all in," and they could jockey again with the Eagles for NFC East supremacy.
How many more 17-game regular seasons will the NFL have? Lloyd Howell, the NFLPA's executive director, told The Washington Post in July that the union has begun high-level discussions with the NFL about the potential implementation of an 18-game regular season. It's possible that the league and NFLPA could reach an agreement to put an 18-game season into effect before the expiration of their current labor deal after the 2030 season.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/09/05/2024-nfl-season-storylines/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



NFL best bets for Week 1: Take the Texans over the Colts
We're back with picks against the spread for the NFL's opening week.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-09-05

Wide receiver Stefon Diggs is one of several offseason additions who could make an impact for the Houston Texans. (AP Photo/Maria Lysaker)


We are back with our weekly NFL best bets column, following last year's 33-26 performance (including the playoffs and player props). Week 1 brings with it not only the excitement of a new season, but opportunities to exploit values stemming from the opening weekend.
There are 14 home favorites during this year's opening week, the most since 2014, when there were 13. That doesn't mean it should be a banner week for the hosting teams. Since 2002, there have been 11 seasons with at least 10 home favorites in Week 1, and as a group they have gone 58-74-0 against the spread (44 percent). There hasn't been a winning week against the spread for the seasons with double-digit Week 1 home favorites since 2007.
When evaluating any favorite, always be mindful of key numbers. If the point spread is three, you will want either to play the favorite at -21/2 or the underdog at +31/2, because both options give you the benefit of turning a push into a win in the event of a three-point final margin -- which is the most common final margin of victory in the NFL. It is crucial that bettors go line shopping in these cases, to find the best price.
Point spreads of 7 should be played in a similar fashion. If you move off a 7-point spread at -110 odds, you need to find either the favorite at -61/2 or the underdog at +71/2 at a price of -124 or better (bet $124 to win $100). There have been 114 games with point spreads of -4, -41/2, -5 and -51/2 over the past three seasons, and just four have ended with a score differential of exactly five or six. In other words, you are probably better off going with an alternate line rather than one of those point spreads. The benefit of an alternate line is acquiring a more lucrative price.
Best bets record in 2023, including playoffs and player props: 33-26
Picks were made against the consensus point spreads as of Wednesday morning; odds that have since changed have been updated in bold type, but picks are locked in at the earlier odds.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Houston Texans -21/2, playable to -21/2 -120 (wager $120 to win $100)
Houston had a busy offseason, adding running back Joe Mixon, wide receiver Stefon Diggs, linebacker Azeez Al-Shaair, defensive tackle Folorunso Fatukasi and defensive end Danielle Hunter, earning them the seventh-best roster heading into 2024, per Pro Football Focus. The Colts, meanwhile, rank 22nd, with their biggest weakness being the secondary. That should be good news for the Texans' rising star quarterback C.J. Stroud, who completed a nice percentage of passes against the Colts in two games last season (50 of 73, 69 percent) for 648 yards, four touchdowns and no interceptions.
Also worth noting: There have been 76 games with similar point spreads for the road team and a comparable over/under total since 2002 (per data from TruMedia), and the favorite has covered in 61 percent of those games. Six of eight road favorites from this group have covered the spread in Week 1.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | FOX
Pick: Over 201/2 points in the first half
This is a clash between two teams that aren't expected to be very good in 2024, yet the new kickoff rules and the lack of familiarity between non-division rivals should help boost the first-half totals for each squad. For example, over the past three seasons, the average points scored in the first half of a Week 1 game between teams in the same division has been 19.6 points per game, per data from TruMedia. If the teams are not in the same division, that rises to an average of 23 points per contest.
Plus, there is a lot of offensive talent on the field in this matchup. Minnesota lost quarterback Kirk Cousins but they still have a loaded skill-position group in Justin Jefferson, Jordan Addison and Aaron Jones. The Giants, meanwhile, drafted explosive wideout Malik Nabers with the No. 6 overall pick. (The Vikings are my pick as 1-point favorites, but it is not a best bet.)
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Bills QB Josh Allen under 2531/2 passing yards
The Arizona Cardinals, Buffalo's first opponent, are expected to have the worst secondary and defensive line in the NFL in 2024, per Pro Football Focus. But this isn't the smash spot you might expect for Allen, who is one of the most prolific passers in the league. (Buffalo is my pick as 51/2-point favorites in this game, but it isn't one of my best bets.)
Arizona had the worst defense last year, too, yet they only allowed over 250 passing yards five times -- with a median passing yardage allowed of 203 yards per game. That's because bad teams get run on more than they get decimated through the air. In fact, teams since 2002 that are between 5- and 7-point road underdogs only allow an average of 238.4 passing yards per game, according to data from TruMedia. Half of the time these same underdogs allowed just 232 passing yards or less.
There is going to be enthusiasm for Allen's passing yards against such a paltry defense, and this prop has already moved significantly from the open of 2411/2, so you might be best-served waiting until closer to game day to play this under; I expect the public will continue to bet the over here. I myself will set a budget and bet the under a few times as it moves up, but that is something I would only recommend to a seasoned bettor with a sufficient bankroll.
Picks for the rest of Week 1
The plays above represent our best bets of the week, because our analysis shows their value is the most lucrative compared with what we expect to happen on the field. Below, you will find against-the-spread picks for all of the games on this week's schedule.
However, trying to pick every game is something of a fool's errand. The house wins so often partly because bettors try to make too many plays when the odds aren't in their favor. Keep that in mind when evaluating the remaining games from this week's slate.
Thursday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC, Peacock
Pick: Kansas City Chiefs -3
Friday, 8:15 p.m. | NBC, Peacock
Pick: Philadelphia Eagles -3
Sunday, 1 p.m. | FOX
Pick: Atlanta Falcons -3
Note: The implied scoring output for these two teams combined -- based on point spreads and totals released for all NFL games this summer -- is 44 points. The total is currently 401/2, piquing my interest in the over.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | FOX
Pick: Tennessee Titans +41/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: New England Patriots +9
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Jacksonville Jaguars +31/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | FOX
Pick: Carolina Panthers +41/2
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Las Vegas Raiders +31/2
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Seattle Seahawks -6
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | FOX
Pick: Dallas Cowboys +21/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | FOX
Pick: Washington Commanders +31/2
Sunday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC, Peacock
Pick: Los Angeles Rams +31/2
Monday, 8:20 p.m. | ESPN, ABC, ESPN Plus
Pick: New York Jets +4
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Caitlin Clark makes more history with second triple-double of the season
Clark now has the only two triple-doubles by a rookie in WNBA history, while formerly downtrodden Indiana continues its winning ways following the Olympic break.
By Des Bieler | 2024-09-05

Caitlin Clark smiles while Indiana fans cheer after she grabbed her 10th rebound in the closing seconds of a win over Los Angeles (Michael Conroy/AP)


How do you celebrate helping a formerly downtrodden team end a playoff drought that was tied for the longest in WNBA history?
If you're Caitlin Clark, you lead the team to another victory while also notching just the second triple-double by a rookie in WNBA history. This after you already accounted for the first one a couple of months earlier in what continues to be a season that is justifying all the considerable hype.
Showing a flair for the dramatic on Wednesday, Clark made a fired-up home crowd at Gainbridge Fieldhouse wait until the final seconds of her Indiana Fever's 93-86 win over the Los Angeles Sparks before cementing her latest statistical accomplishment. An errant heave by the Sparks' Kia Nurse caromed in Clark's direction, and she bagged her 10th rebound to go along with 10 assists and 24 points.
Asked in an on-court interview if she was aware she needed that board to complete a triple-double, Clark replied, "Of course I knew." She quickly followed that by saying she was pleased with the Fever's late-game defense and added, "We need to find a away to be consistent there for four quarters."
Indiana entered the game with the WNBA's second-worst defensive rating (106.6) and allowed the last-place Sparks, now 7-26, to hang around. While Los Angeles was able to keep it close on the court, though, the Fever has gone on a run in the standings that has distanced it from its annual status as one of the league's cellar-dwellers.
After last making the playoffs in 2016, Indiana hasn't posted a winning percentage greater than .382 in any of the next seven seasons, failing to earn as many as 10 victories five times.
The Fever's luck began to change in 2022 with the first of two straight wins in the draft lottery, which landed 6-foot-5 forward/center and 2023 WNBA rookie of the year Aliyah Boston. An even greater prize arrived in April, when the Fever used the top pick on Clark, arguably the most celebrated women's college player ever.
Clark, the all-time leading scorer in NCAA Division I history with the uncanny court vision, got off to a somewhat slow start in the WNBA. That was mirrored by her team, which won just one of its first nine games.
Starting with a June 13 victory over the Atlanta Dream, however, Indiana has gone on a run that must feel to its fans like a delightful reverie. The win on Wednesday was the Fever's 15th in its past 21 games, a span in which it has climbed to sixth-place in the 12-team league, which sends eight to the postseason.
Indiana had actually clinched its long-awaited playoff berth while enjoying a day off on Tuesday, when results elsewhere in the WNBA sealed the end of its seven-year drought. At a news conference before Wednesday's game, Clark made it clear that while she was pleased to have helped the Fever make the playoffs, she has greater goals in mind.
"It's definitely a big moment for this place, but at the same time, I came in with the expectation that this is what's going to happen," she told reporters. "For me, this isn't, like, a party. I mean, yeah, it's great, I feel like it's a great accomplishment, but there's so much more left to be done."
"I'm not just happy to be in the playoffs," Clark added. "I think we have the type of team that can win and advance."
Clark is making a strong bid to follow Boston as the WNBA's rookie of the year, with possibly her only remaining competition in the form of Angel Reese, Clark's former college nemesis who is now a rebounding sensation for the Chicago Sky.
Clark entered the game against the Sparks leading the league in assists per game and total three-pointers made. Her stellar August, in which she averaged 24.0 points, 8.5 assists and 5.2 rebounds per game as Indiana went 5-1, earned her honors from the WNBA as both its rookie and Eastern Conference player of the month. In July, when Clark posted her first triple-double, she also broke the WNBA single-game assists record with 19 at Dallas.
"It's fun winning basketball games," Clark said after she became just the sixth WNBA player with multiple triple-doubles to her credit. "It's fun walking off the court and the crowd's going crazy because you just won and you played a good game. So for me, that's where my main focus is. And I think when I do that, everything else comes along with it."
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MacKenzie Gore rediscovers his mojo but the Nats fall to Marlins in 10 
The Nationals fall to the Marlins in 10 innings, 4-3, but take solace in a strong start delivered by the lefty Gore.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-09-05

MacKenzie Gore retired the first 16 Marlins he faced Wednesday night, striking out nine. (Wilfredo Lee/AP)


MIAMI -- Sixteen batters came and went before the Miami Marlins could reach base against MacKenzie Gore, and on that fact alone, Wednesday was a step forward in the Washington Nationals' rebuild. Gore's final ledger included just one hit, one earned run and a walk with nine strikeouts, his highest total since mid-June.
The complications that followed were secondary concerns: a Washington comeback in the top of the eighth, spurred by a go-ahead RBI from James Wood; a minor collapse in the bottom of the eighth, via relievers Jose A. Ferrer and Kyle Finnegan; and a hitless top of the 10th for the Nationals that gave way to a walk-off loss when Xavier Edwards singled in the decisive run. The 4-3 defeat, the Nationals' first in nine games against the Marlins, led to a two-game split at LoanDepot Park.
But Gore's outing was the most important takeaway for the visitors: He had spent months searching for a second gear and a start like this. He pitched to a 5.13 ERA in June, a 7.62 mark in July and 4.05 in August, saved by two quality starts at the end of the month. He has insisted that the coaching staff has done its job, that his bullpens between starts have felt good and that he simply hasn't been able to carry it to the mound. He had his velocity, lost it, then rediscovered it a few starts ago, just in time to keep this from being a lost season. As the tough times dragged on, he had begun to wear that emotional baggage.
"I was trying to execute there for a while, and it wasn't very pretty," Gore said. "Understand when I'm aggressive, I execute better. That's kind of what we figured out the last few outings."
He was perfect through 51/3 innings. Not until Griffin Conine trotted to first because of a 3-2 curveball, a pitch that missed the zone by about a centimeter, did the Marlins have anything on the 25-year-old. Two pitches later, Nick Fortes lined a double past leaping third baseman Jose Tena, taking the intimate gathering of 6,156 off no-hitter watch. CJ Abrams's relay throw home was off target, ending the prospect of a shutout in one fell swoop.
Gore's fastball, which sat around 97 mph at the start of the year and 94.5 when he lost his mechanics in July, was back up to an electric 96.2 against Miami. He got outs with his slider, curveball and, perhaps most importantly, his change-up, a pitch very much still in development for him. The fiery lefty had a good handle on his emotions, too; after walking Conine, when he pressed his lips together, the expression was closer to a smirk than a scowl.
"I was aggressive with all of [my pitches]," Gore said. "And that team swings a lot, so understand what they're trying to do, and trying to get them off that. So I thought we did a good job here. It was great."
His ERA still sits at 4.32, a narrow improvement from his 4.42 mark last year. He still has a few weeks to lower it. If his three most recent starts are a sign, the Nationals' belief that he can be a future top-of-the-rotation starter on a postseason team could yet be validated.
"We want him to finish up strong going into the winter break and build some confidence with him," Manager Dave Martinez said. "He's utilizing all his pitches really well right now, and he's doing really well."
In a less positive development, the Nationals' offense matched the futility of the Marlins for much of the game, managing just three hits, two walks and a whole lot of weak contact in six innings against righty Valente Bellozo.
A chance for the Nationals (62-77) to get back in the game came with the arrival of Miami's bullpen. In the eighth, Keibert Ruiz walked, Jacob Young singled and Dylan Crews walked to load the bases with no outs, prompting the Marlins (52-87) to bring in Calvin Faucher. Tena worked a 3-2 count and then another walk to put the first run across and Andres Chaparro hit a chopper to third base that scored Young to tie the game.
Up next came Wood. The 6-foot-6 rookie worked a 3-2 count that included a called strike just outside the zone. He made sure another one wouldn't get called against him, ripping a low cutter the other way that scored Tena with ease. But the Nationals were held at bay in the ninth and 10th, meaning Derek Law -- making his second consecutive appearance two days after he was activated off the injured list -- was handed the loss despite allowing just a ground out and a single.
"We started not chasing," Martinez said of the eighth-inning push. "I know we scored three, but we left some runners on base where we should have capitalized on those as well. But for me, the story was MacKenzie."
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Commanders sign offensive lineman Sam Cosmi to four-year extension
The former second-round pick is the first player drafted by the previous regime to get a new deal. The Commanders also suspended a staffer Wednesday for recorded comments.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-09-04

Guard Sam Cosmi signed a four-year extension with the Commanders to keep him under contract through the 2028 season. (John McDonnell/ for The Washington Post)


Days before their season opener, the Washington Commanders announced Wednesday they re-signed one of their offensive stalwarts and biggest impending free agents, guard Sam Cosmi, to a four-year extension that keeps him under contract through the 2028 season.
The extension is worth $74 million and includes more than $45 million in guarantees, a person with knowledge of the terms said. His $18.5 million average annual value over those four years ranks as the fifth-highest among NFL guards.
"For Adam and his staff to get that done prior to the season, that's a big deal," Coach Dan Quinn said. "This guy is a Commander through and through. He's tough, he plays square, he's strong. We're really fortunate that he'll be an anchor inside for years to come."
Cosmi's extension is the first awarded to a player drafted by the previous management regime (2020-23) and ensures he stays in Washington without hitting the open market; he was set to become a free agent in March after his rookie deal expired. He is also the only veteran to receive a deal longer than three years from new general manager Adam Peters, who overhauled much of the roster this offseason with veterans on shorter-term deals.
Cosmi said Peters talked to his agents in February but the sides "didn't get the ball rolling" until three weeks ago.
"I'm happy it's done," Cosmi said. "I just want to focus on beating Tampa Bay and get this out of the back of my head and play free."
A 2021 second-round pick out of Texas, Cosmi arrived in Washington as a right tackle but shifted inside to guard full-time in 2023, where he quickly become a staple of the front five. Because of injuries, performance and contract issues, Washington's offensive line has featured a rotating cast in recent years. This season, Cosmi is one of only a few holdovers from the previous staff, and he has learned to play with multiple newcomers.
"Sam has bought into the vision that DQ and I have had for this team since day one," Peters said in a statement from the team. "He is a pillar of our offensive line and we believe that Sam's best playing days are ahead. Sam is a great leader and teammate and we're excited that he will be a member of our team for years to come."
Cosmi started at right tackle his rookie season but took some snaps at right guard the following year and started all 17 games at the position in 2023, when Ron Rivera was coach. Before last season, Cosmi met with Rivera to try to get a sense of where the former coach wanted him.
"He said, 'Right there, right guard,'" Cosmi recounted. "I said, 'Let's go for it.'"
The team signed tackle Andrew Wylie shortly after and Cosmi used the offseason and training camp to essentially learn a new position. The practices, he said, were paramount.
"I had the mentality of being one of the best guards in the league every time I stepped on the field -- in practice, walk-through and during the game," he said. "That mentality will not change. That mentality will be even more motivation to be one of the best guards in the league. I think, and I'm grateful, they were able to see that."
The Commanders suspended a staff member who was recorded during what he seemingly believed was a date. In the video posted by O'Keefe Media Group, Rael Enteen, the Commanders' vice president of content, described NFL fans as "high school-educated alcoholics" and said of Commanders players, "a big chunk is very low-income African Americans that comes from a community that is inherently very homophobic."
Enteen also described NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell as a "50-million dollar puppet," among other comments to the undercover journalist.
"The language used in the video runs counter to our values at the Commanders organization," a team spokesperson said in statement. "We have suspended the employee pending an internal investigation and will reserve further comment at this time."
Enteen did not respond when contacted for comment.
O'Keefe Media Group is run by James O'Keefe, who founded then split with Project Veritas, the right-wing organization known for its undercover sting operations. His website encourages people to "join the ranks of the OMG Citizen Journalist army" and become an "American Swiper," or undercover journalist. The site sells recording equipment and offers classes on how to discreetly record subjects.
A representative from O'Keefe Media Group said the video of Enteen was recorded in June in D.C.
In the District it is legal to record a conversation if the person recording it is party to the conversation or at least one of the parties involved gives consent.
This story has been updated.
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Loss of Johnny and Matthew Gaudreau leaves a 'hole in our hearts'
Wednesday was a day of mourning for the Columbus Blue Jackets player and his brother, who were killed when struck by a car as they rode bicycles.
By Cindy  Boren, Glynn A. Hill, Des Bieler | 2024-09-05

A memorial to Johnny Gaudreau took shape over the weekend outside the Columbus Blue Jackets' Nationwide Arena. (Jason Mowry/Getty Images)


Hockey fans, players and teams remembered Johnny Gaudreau of the Columbus Blue Jackets and Matthew Gaudreau on Wednesday, praising the love between the hockey loving brothers who were killed Aug. 29 when they were struck by a car as they rode bicycles in New Jersey.
"This is a heartbreak that words alone cannot heal," Blue Jackets captain Boone Jenner said at a candlelight vigil attended by hundreds of fans outside Nationwide Arena in Columbus. "That said, the support from you guys for us as a team and, most importantly, the Gaudreau family, has been incredible to see. ... As we continue to grieve together, let's continue sharing our incredible memories of John and Mattie. Let us keep their stories alive, hold them in our thoughts and keep them in our prayers.
"Nothing will fill the void in our hearts, but through our remembrance, we can find the strength to get through this difficult time together."
Earlier on Wednesday, Jenner and other members of the Blue Jackets organization offered tearful, touching remembrances at a news conference where they wore polo shirts with Johnny Gaudreau's No. 13. There, Jenner hailed Gaudreau as "truly one of a kind" whose pregame meals of "sauce-free pasta topped with butter and a Coke" always brought a reaction from new teammates. He praised Gaudreau as a family man and for the camaraderie he brought to the team. "We'll grieve, cry, and be vulnerable," he said, "but we'll persevere -- because that's what John would've wanted."
The Gaudreau brothers were "taken in a cruel and senseless manner," Don Waddell, the Blue Jackets' president of hockey operations and general manager added at the news conference. "While there is a huge hole in our lineup, there's a bigger hole in our hearts."
Johnny, Waddell said, "played the game with joy. It's apparent just how special Johnny was, and how significantly his loss is felt by everyone."
The vigil included a moment of silence that last 13 minutes and 21 seconds, in honor of the brothers' jersey numbers. Johnny, who starred for Boston College and the Calgary Flames as well as the Blue Jackets, wore 13; Matthew, who played at BC and for multiple pro teams, wore 21. Nearly 2,000 miles away, the Flames were set to hold a memorial later in the evening at Calgary's Scotiabank Saddledome.
Among the fond memories shared by Columbus's Erik Gudbranson at the vigil was his penchant for giving the much smaller Gaudreau bear hugs. "I wouldn't let him down until he told me he loved me," said the 6-foot-5, 222-pound defenseman, "and he wouldn't tell me for a long time.
"But I know -- up here, today -- it was because he enjoyed the hugs," Gudbranson continued. "We just miss him so much."
As he had done at the news conference, Gudbranson also shared a plea for people to avoid driving while impaired.
"I beg you: Having fun is one thing, but please find a ride home," he told the crowd in Columbus. "There's no reason for a tragedy like this. There are so many options available to you."
The car that struck the brothers was driven by a man New Jersey State Police identified as Sean Higgins. He was charged Aug. 30 with two counts of vehicular homicide in the second degree and admitted to having five to six beers before the incident, according to a police affidavit.
Higgins is being held without bond pending a detention hearing Thursday.
"It's difficult to find the right words," Jenner said at the news conference. "[Johnny and Matthew] shared an inseparable bond. It was easy to see very quickly how tight-knit their family was. ... One thing that John never forgot is where he came from."
Another NHL player, Cole Caufield of the Montreal Canadians, announced Tuesday that he would be changing his jersey number to 13 to honor Johnny, who was his teammate for Team USA at the 2024 IIHF World Championships in Prague.
"Getting to play with your hero is something that most people only dream of. I was lucky enough to be Johnny's teammate this past summer and it didn't take long to realize how great of a person he was," Caufield wrote of Johnny, an undersized, 5-9 star, in an Instagram post. "He was the most welcoming, genuine, and funniest guy I have ever met. He was someone everyone gravitated towards and I took every chance I could to be around him. Not only was he an amazing hockey player and teammate, but he was down to earth and truly cared about every person he encountered."
The Gaudreau brothers were to have been groomsmen at their sister's wedding, which was scheduled for Friday in Philadelphia. They were struck about 30 miles south of Philadelphia. Johnny was 31 and Matthew was 29.
"As we embark on the journey of laying John and Matty to rest, we are greatly comforted by all those who have visited these growing memorials and who have left messages of love, prayers, thoughts of kindness as well as jerseys, skates, sticks, pucks, flowers, candles and so many other tokens of remembrance," their uncle, Jim Gaudreau, wrote Tuesday on Facebook.
"We are consoled by the memorials on each of your doorsteps, in your yards and on your cars. We have heard and seen the countless moments of silence and heartfelt messages by so many professional athletes, organizations and other athletic leagues, by every single person in private, along with the extremely heartfelt messages from broadcasts, media and each and every single one of you along with the random acts of kindness and compassion by complete strangers."
In addition to their parents and extended family, Johnny is survived by his wife, Meredith, and two small children; Matthew's wife, Madeline, is pregnant with the couple's first child. A Go Fund Me campaign for Meredith and her unborn son has raised nearly $600,000.
"We have been brought to our knees," the Gaudreau family's statement said, "but in that process we have witnessed and are reminded that we have been blessed with everything everyone has done for us through the lives John and Matty lived. We are gaining strength and WE WILL stand up once again. We are Gaudreau Strong!"
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Experience has shaped Dan Quinn. He's ready for this second chance.
Commanders Coach Dan Quinn embraces evolution -- for his defenses and himself. He has become a collaborative leader through self-reflection.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-09-04

Illustration by David D. Robbins Jr./ The Washington Post and photo by Nick Wass/AP (The Washington Post)


One of the most significant stretches of Dan Quinn's 21-year coaching career was his three-month unemployment. He was fired as head coach of the Atlanta Falcons in October 2020 after an 0-5 start and was out of the league until the Dallas Cowboys named him their defensive coordinator in January 2021.
Quinn never actually put down football in those months. Rather, he delved deeper into it, compiling video clips of his defenses in Atlanta from 2015 to 2020 and from the Seattle Seahawks, for whom he served as defensive coordinator in 2013 and 2014.
"What had once been good was no longer good enough," he said. "... So, coming back for that second lap [in Dallas], I knew I wasn't going to rinse and repeat. What were some things around the league and through college ball that could be different? The system that we put together will be similar to the one here, say, let's collectively put together the Commanders' offense and defense."
Hired by the Commanders in the midst of a franchise-wide overhaul, Quinn has used the past few months to evaluate and experiment. He hired a staff with varied backgrounds and, with General Manager Adam Peters, has turned over the roster to implement his vision in Washington -- his attacking-style defense, tailored to fit his personnel.
The theme of Washington's first offseason under Quinn has been competition -- a word he has used repeatedly throughout training camp. But for him and the Commanders, it's really been about change.
"After I got done with that big cut-up of those eight years and seeing the issues that came up time and again, I studied other teams on how they would play certain things," he said. "I was looking at different styles, different ways to go. It showed that what was once good needed more changing."
During Quinn's two seasons as Seattle's coordinator, the Seahawks led the league in points and total yards allowed, won a pair of NFC championships and defeated the most prolific offense in history by one of the largest margins ever in a Super Bowl. A year after that 43-8 win over the Denver Broncos in Super Bowl XLVIII, Quinn landed his first head coaching job with the Falcons and was back in the Super Bowl two years later -- with much different results.
In Atlanta, Quinn used the same defensive blueprint in his first few years: cover-three, with two cornerbacks and a safety who are each responsible for a third of the defensive backfield. While the group made progress in his early years, the system was built to play with a lead -- a luxury the Falcons didn't always have in Quinn's latter years. The Falcons infamously blew a 28-3 advantage over the New England Patriots in Super Bowl LI, beginning a decline that ended with Quinn's firing less than three years later.
He could only help but wonder: What went wrong? Why was his once-dominant defense continually faltering against certain concepts? Why wasn't it better in four-minute situations? What should he have done better? Differently? More of? Less of?
Quinn set out on a quest for answers and opened up himself to change. What worked before needed to evolve. He needed to evolve.
"The offense and the quarterbacks were moving ahead faster than that scheme would allow," he said. "And so that is why having that space for me, although it sucked and it was depressing and pissed you off, there was this silver lining in that that made me become a better coach."

Dan Quinn has preached competition since taking over as Commanders coach. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


While standing behind a raised desk and scribbling notes, Quinn looks up and ushers a reporter into his office. The second-level suite overlooks the Commanders' practice fields and, like the rest of the team's training facility this year, has undergone a drastic transformation.
Where there used to be an oversized couch is now a black conference table -- "We didn't have a dedicated staff space or, like, a staff room, so I just said, 'Let's do it here,'" Quinn said. The area once consumed by two oversized L-shaped desks is filled with more gathering areas -- a table and four black leather armchairs with Washington's "W" logo stitched in the backs. On the walls are multiple whiteboards, mostly covered with more play calls and hand-drawn plays. And on one wall is an expansive filing cabinet that frames a Commanders mural with Quinn's slogans -- "Hard sh*t with good people" has become a crowd-pleaser -- painted by D.C. artist Shawn Perkins.
"Didn't used to look like this in here," Quinn says with a grin before heading to the leather chairs.
At 53, Quinn has the energy and fervor of a first-time coach -- perhaps because he views this opportunity from the lens of his first time coaching. If he ever got another chance, he told himself, he would do some things differently. Such as not spreading himself too thin to where he can't give every phase of the team the necessary attention. Such as challenging himself with new ideas from assistants with varied expertise. Such as continuing to evolve a defense he ran for nearly eight years to ensure it gets the most out of his personnel in Washington.
"I knew going back into wherever I was going to go next, I wasn't just going to rinse and repeat, like, 'Here's the system; this is how we do it,'" he said. "I had to say, 'This can be better.'"
The changes really started when he arrived in Dallas. Quinn sought out Joe Whitt Jr. and Al Harris, who coached the team's secondary.
"They had played some other styles that I didn't play over the last eight years," Quinn said. "Those included more matching of routes as opposed to pure zones, so after I'd got done with that big cut-up of those eight years, I studied other teams on how they would play certain things."
Whitt, whom Quinn hired as his defensive coordinator in Washington and entrusted to call plays, was instrumental in the evolution of Quinn's defense by introducing more man-match and zone-match coverages that are essentially hybrids of man-to-man and pure zone coverages. They require extraordinary communication on the field, but when played correctly, they can disguise coverages and confuse quarterbacks.
"It's the illusion of diversity, while kind of doing the same stuff and making it simple for the players," said Logan Paulsen, a former Washington tight end who also played for the Falcons when Quinn was their coach. "It was cool for me to see when Dan went to Dallas and this emphasis on moving to a cover-two structure with a little bit more man [coverage] emphasis. ... The creative ways -- it's the same thing that [49ers Coach Kyle Shanahan] does offensively. He's doing it defensively."
In Washington, Quinn wanted a group of coaches who believed in concepts different from what he had traditionally run. He wanted new ideas, a more collaborative effort, which is perhaps why his expansive office has been transformed into a creative meeting space.
"He wants you to think outside of the box," Whitt said. "[In Dallas], we were the number one team in the league for two years in a row in turnovers. You know the first thing he told me? 'Joe, how can we get more turnovers? I want you to research, how do you get more turnovers, because the ball is life.' ... He doesn't want to just say, 'Hey, that's the way we've already done it.'"
During his football furlough, Quinn evaluated himself, too. After Shanahan, the former Atlanta offensive coordinator, left for San Francisco, the Falcons struggled to find their footing. Even the defense fell off from the top third of the league to the bottom, prompting Quinn to take over play-calling in 2019.
After he was let go, he asked players for feedback.
"Dan reached out to me after I retired and after he was fired in Atlanta and basically was like, 'What could I have done better?'" said Paulsen, now a part of Washington's game-day broadcast team.
Asked if he ever had a coach do that before, Paulsen responded: "No. Never."

Quinn, shown in 2017, chats with then-Seahawks coach Pete Carroll. The two had great success working together in Seattle. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)


Quinn's defense, while evolved, is rooted in principles of his past. Quinn was a defensive quality control coach and later the defensive line coach in San Francisco when Bill Walsh was a consultant for the team. Walsh, Quinn recalled, was always curious about the unique traits of players, beyond the traditional bounds of their positions.
"Pete [Carroll] was really influential for me in that space," Quinn said. "I would say the things that were markers are [players who are] tough as hell, good tacklers and ballhawks."
When Quinn arrived in Washington, he asked Peters and his staff to make cut-ups of every player on the roster to evaluate what he did in recent years and determine what he could do in the future. They created profile tapes and presented them to the scouts and coaches so all understood the skill sets they sought for every position.
"We had talked through scheme, and we had talked through ideas and beliefs," assistant GM Lance Newmark said. "This was a little bit more substantial in terms of video. [They] demonstrated things that they were looking for, very open communication with the coaches and scouts. It was very thorough -- probably more so than anything I've ever been through prior."
The tapes are designed for more efficient scouting and evaluation but also to help Quinn and his staff get the most out of players.
This offseason, Quinn watched every one of Jamin Davis's blitzes. He came away believing the 2021 first-round pick, who has struggled for Washington at inside linebacker, would be better suited as the "elephant" or "Leo," a position played by former 49ers and Hall of Famers Fred Dean, Charles Haley and Rickey Jackson, as well as former Seahawks Pro Bowler Cliff Avril.
Davis has rare speed and athleticism, and playing off the ball detracted from both traits. So Quinn has been lining him up on the weak side and letting him get after the quarterback.
Quinn's desired traits for some positions have changed as the game has changed and as different levels of athletes enter the league.
Former Seattle linebacker K.J. Wright noted how Quinn deployed Cowboys superstar linebacker Micah Parsons in various ways and how he accentuated cornerback Da'Ron Bland, who set an NFL record with five interception returns for touchdowns last season.
"Micah Parsons would play left, right, right up the middle," Wright said. "... [Quinn] mixes and matches it up according to his personnel, according to the guys he has on defense."
Quinn typically prefers longer cornerbacks, but now he sees versatility as a more important trait. It's why Washington covets rookie defensive back Mike Sainristil, who can play in the slot as the nickel defender, move outside to cornerback and blitz. Having interchangeable parts to help disguise the defense pre- and post-snap is invaluable.
Still, one of Quinn's specialties, according to those who have played for him, is simply letting a player do what he does best.
"I was an off-ball linebacker. I could cover tight ends, but I wasn't the greatest blitzer, so [Quinn] didn't blitz me hardly ever. But he had me in coverage a lot," Wright said before describing how Quinn got the most of the Seahawks' other top defenders during the team's impressive run. "... And you look at how he uses Bobby [Wagner]. He blitzed Bobby up the middle; he'll use stunt games with Bobby. And with Richard Sherman: 'Hey, this is one of the best corners in the league -- let's let him be the best corner.'"
Sherman said in a 2019 interview with ESPN: "[Quinn] trusts his players. He trusts their judgment. He puts them in position to be successful. He plays to your strengths."
But perhaps the real strength of Quinn's coaching is his own willingness to change and his ability to self-reflect.
After every stage of the season, be it the hiring process for his staff, the NFL draft or free agency, Quinn compiles what he calls "after actions," written self-evaluations he saves for future reference. He has years' worth of "after actions" saved, probably in that expansive filing cabinet near the Commanders mural.
"I did the same thing over the last few days of a training camp," he said. "What were the markers that I wanted to see? Did we meet those? ... So, before I'm able to clear my head and look forward, I do have to look back and find out what I liked, what went well and what I'd like to see different."
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Breakdancer Raygun responds to backlash after infamous Olympic performance
The Australian academic said she has struggled with her mental health and worried about her and her loved ones' safety, but that dancing remains her "medicine."
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-09-04

Breakdancer Raygun competes for Australia during the Olympics in Paris on Aug. 9. (Ezra Shaw/Getty Images)


The breakdancer Raygun has largely stayed silent since her infamous Olympic performance, even as she has been the butt of a slew of jokes mocking her unorthodox moves.
But now Raygun, whose real name is Rachael Gunn, has given her first television interview since her performance and the ridicule that followed. In a 16-minute segment with the Australian TV program "The Project," she said it has been a "nerve-racking" four weeks since she competed in the Olympics' inaugural breaking competition during the Paris 2024 Games. Since then, Gunn said she has struggled with her mental health, worried about her physical safety and decided to take a pause from competitive breaking in what "kind of feels like a really weird dream."
"It's been a pretty wild ride," she said, adding that "it was really sad how much hate that did evoke."

Raygun lost all three of her matches without scoring a single point. (Caroline Blumberg/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


On Aug. 9, Gunn competed for Australia in the women's breaking event, losing all three of her matches without scoring a single point. Her signature move, dubbed the "kangaroo paw," quickly became the subject of myriad memes, a parody sketch on "The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon" and a sidebar at an Adele concert. Meanwhile, she captured the hearts of her countrymen.
Days after her performance, a Change.org petition went online attacking Gunn's selection, breaking qualifications and role as a university academic. The Australian Olympic Committee condemned it as "vexatious, misleading and bullying," saying it contained "numerous falsehoods designed to engender hatred against an athlete."
The petition was quickly taken down -- but not before attracting more than 57,000 signatures, according to a cached version of the site.
Six days after her performance, Gunn posted a two-minute Instagram video, and while she did not directly mention the petition, she said there was "misinformation floating around" about her and referred people to the statement from the AOC. She called the "hate" she had received "devastating."
In the interview segment posted Wednesday, Gunn told "The Project" that the "conspiracy theories were just awful" and driven by not understanding how breaking works. Some dancers adopt an athletic style, which involves the power moves most people associate with breakdancing, she said. Gunn said she trained hard to learn those power moves, but when you're in your mid-30s, it's "not easy."
"I have really put my body through it, put my mind through it, but if that's not good enough for someone, what can I say?" she said.
Because she knew she couldn't compete with younger dancers on the athletic power moves, Gunn said she decided to adopt a more artistic style, highlighting distinctly Australian moves and themes, including the kangaroo, which led to several of the moves for which she has been pilloried.
After her interviewer quoted an Australian "hip-hop legend" accusing her of "making a mockery of the Australian scene" and pushing it "into the dark ages," Gunn said the criticism saddened her and apologized, but she went on to say that she's not responsible for what others do.
"I am very sorry for, you know, the backlash that the community has experienced," she said, "but I can't control how people react."
Gunn did ask her detractors to control themselves. They haven't only attacked her but also her husband, her crew and the breakdancing community in Australia with an "energy and vitriol that ... was pretty alarming," she said, adding a request that they "please stop harassing my family, my friends."
"Everyone has been through a lot as a result of this," she said.
Gunn said she's trying to focus on the upside. Billionaire Richard Branson has contacted her to say he liked her "plucky" and "courageous" performance and suggested they work together, she said. Most of her fellow breakers have rallied around her with support. While dancing, even in private, temporarily turned into a source of stress, it's back to being "my medicine." And Gunn has been able to be grateful for all that, despite getting destroyed on a global stage in front of millions of people.
"It's going out there and just having fun and going as hard as you can, in the face of, you know, losing."
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Paralympian says USOPC ignored warnings about allegedly abusive teammate
Two years after explosive abuse claims rocked the U.S. Paralympic team, new allegations raise more questions about what team officials knew.
By Rick Maese | 2024-09-04

Robert Griswold after winning his heat during the 100-meter backstroke at the Paralympic Games in 2021. (Dean Mouhtaropoulos/Getty Images)


The U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee ignored a half-dozen warnings from other athletes, including a previous allegation of sexual misconduct, before allowing a since-suspended Paralympic swimmer to room with an intellectually impaired athlete at the Tokyo Games, according to new allegations in the case, which has effectively ended the athletic careers of both swimmers and sparked multiple ongoing lawsuits.
As the world's top Paralympians compete in Paris, the dark cloud stemming from sexual abuse allegations at the Tokyo Paralympics in 2021 only appears to be growing.
Nearly two years after autistic Paralympic swimmer Parker Egbert accused American teammate Robert Griswold of sexual, emotional and physical abuse, the lawsuit remains in federal court. In an amended complaint, Egbert is now seeking damages from the USOPC. The USOPC's insurance company, meanwhile, is suing the committee, arguing it is not obligated to defend the organization and should not be liable for any judgments in the case.
Griswold, a world record-holding para swimmer still under a temporary suspension, recently filed his own claim against the U.S. Center for SafeSport, the organization charged with policing sexual abuse in Olympic sports, alleging that he has been denied due process and "intentionally targeted" in a "smear campaign."

Robert Griswold won gold at the Tokyo Paralympics in 2021. (Alex Pantling/Getty Images)


Egbert first sued Griswold, a two-time Paralympian who has cerebral palsy, along with the USOPC and SafeSport, in 2022, alleging that Griswold took advantage of Egbert's intellectual disability and sexually abused him in 2021 and 2022. The lawsuit alleges that Griswold served as Egbert's "de facto chaperone" in Tokyo and later urged USOPC officials to invite Egbert to live and train at the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, where they were again paired as roommates.
Griswold's attorneys declined to be interviewed, citing a protective order barring parties from discussing the case. In a statement, one of his attorneys, John Chanin, said Griswold "looks forward to his day in Court when he can clear his name of these unfounded accusations."
"After nearly two years of discovery and depositions, there is no credible evidence to support the allegations in the Complaint," Chanin said. "The Colorado Springs Police Department fully investigated these accusations and the District Attorney concluded they did not rise to the level of even probable cause. And yet, Mr. Griswold remains suspended without a trial or meaningful due process, and he is missing the Paris Paralympic Games."
The Paralympics started last week in Paris and continue through Sunday. Egbert won't be watching, his mother said.
"This tragedy has stolen his dreams and shattered his soul," Laura Egbert said in a written response to questions. "Parker is very proud of his teammates that made it to Paris, but at this time, it's too painful to watch them compete."
It was 11 months before the pandemic-delayed Tokyo Games that SafeSport first looked into an allegation of misconduct against Griswold involving an underage athlete. The allegation is among several included in an updated complaint, which has been reviewed by the parties and is expected to be filed soon by Egbert.
In September 2020, the complaint alleges, a 16-year-old blind athlete told USOPC officials that Griswold, who was 23 at the time, assaulted her in an elevator before sending her a text saying he wanted to have sex with her. Griswold was temporarily suspended by SafeSport, but according to court records, investigators determined that "Griswold's only misconduct was providing alcohol to a minor." The suspension was lifted in time for him to compete at the Tokyo Games.
A SafeSport spokesperson declined to comment, saying the organization does not discuss specific cases or pending litigation.
The complaint also alleges that in May 2021, "a group of athletes requested that USOPC not allow Griswold to be present during their workout sessions because Griswold constantly made them feel uncomfortable." Five athletes told USOPC officials they were uncomfortable with Griswold living at the training center, the complaint alleges.
"USOPC had actual knowledge of multiple prior instances, or at minimum credible allegations, of physical, verbal, and sexual abuse perpetrated by Griswold, yet turned a blind eye and/or conspired to cover-up such allegations, on each occasion," Egbert's new complaint alleges.
Griswold was again suspended by SafeSport in August 2022, shortly after Egbert first revealed the alleged abuse to his parents, and has not competed since. He has not been charged with a crime. The Colorado Springs Police Department investigated the allegations made by Egbert but has not filed charges. A spokesman said the case is not currently active.
SafeSport launched an investigation of Egbert's allegations but is apparently not close to rendering judgment. At a House Energy and Commerce Committee meeting in March, Rep. Jeff Duncan (R-S.C.) questioned Ju'Reise Colon, the SafeSport chief executive, about the drawn-out process.
"I read the pleading, I read his firsthand account, and it was terrible. Nobody should've had to go through what he did," Colon said, noting that SafeSport officials were coordinating with parties in the civil suit to access depositions and discovery "to avoid the need to reinterview potential trauma survivors."
SafeSport was dropped as a defendant in Egbert's case in 2023, but Griswold filed his own claim against the organization last month, calling it "a rogue agency operating contrary to federal and state constitutions." Griswold, who won two gold medals and set a world record at the Tokyo Paralympics, said SafeSport "ruined" his career "in an astounding case of overreach and vicious prosecution."
Saying the organization employs "secret, fraudulent, and illegal processes," Griswold is seeking at least $500,000 in damages due to SafeSport's temporary suspension, which he says has cost him "the loss of medical and health insurance benefits, a stipend, award money, housing benefits, coaching, residence, future coaching opportunities" as well as name, image and likeness earnings.
Also last month, HDI Global Specialty SE, the USOPC's insurance company, filed a lawsuit saying "it has no duty to defend or indemnify USOPC" and is seeking to recoup more than $600,000 in legal costs it has tallied in defending the USOPC thus far in the case.
HDI says it is not obligated to legally defend the case or pay for any judgments because Griswold is not a USOPC employee. In its response, the USOPC disagreed.
"It is plainly covered under the Policy. That is why HDI has been defending the USOPC for almost two years now," the USOPC said in a court filing.
"This case is about the rape of an intellectually disabled Paralympian that took place when he was in USOPC's care, and it wants to squabble with its insurance carrier over coverage," said Frank Salzano, one of Egbert's attorneys. "Delays like this only benefit the party holding the money."
It is not the first conflict between the USOPC and its insurer. Egbert has asked the court to levy sanctions against the USOPC because the organization failed to properly disclose the extent of its insurance coverage.
In May 2023, the USOPC disclosed a single policy with a limit of $1 million. Egbert's lawyers had initially sought $100 million from the USOPC but lowered that number to $9.9 million. They later learned that the USOPC carries at least four other excess liability policies.
"Had Egbert known that USOPC carried ten times more insurance than it had initially disclosed, he would not have reduced his settlement demand so drastically," Egbert's lawyers wrote in one filing.
In June, two weeks after disclosing additional policies, the USOPC backed out of a scheduled mediation with Egbert.
"Our family is enduring a life-changing tragedy, and a resolution with USOPC would help us move forward," said Aaron Egbert, the swimmer's father. "When USOPC pulled out of a mediation that was scheduled for July, apparently because of a fight with its insurance company, I was furious. Parker was confused and hopeless."
The USOPC declined to comment on the ongoing civil case.
When Egbert's charges first surfaced in 2022, the USOPC placed two U.S. Paralympics Swimming officials on administrative leave. Erin Popovich has since resumed her duties as the director of U.S. Paralympics Swimming. Nathan Manley, the associate director and the U.S. head coach in Tokyo, left the organization and was hired in June as head coach at Anderson University, a Division II school in South Carolina.
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Alex Morgan, a fixture of World Cup and Olympic teams, announces retirement
Alex Morgan was a key part of USWNT teams that won two World Cups and an Olympic gold medal.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-09-05

The stellar soccer career of Alex Morgan will end on Sunday. (David Vincent/Associated Press File)


Alex Morgan, a centerpiece of the U.S. women's national soccer team that won two World Cups and an Olympic gold medal, and one of the program's greatest scorers, announced that she will retire after Sunday's game with the NWSL's San Diego Wave.
"I have so much clarity about this decision and I'm so glad to be able to finally tell you," she tearfully said in a video on social media. "It has been a long time coming, and this decision wasn't easy, but at the beginning of 2024, I felt in my heart and soul that this was the last season that I would play soccer.
"Soccer has been a part of me for 30 years and it was one of the first things I ever loved and I gave everything to this sport. What I got in return was more than I could have ever dreamed of."
Morgan, 35, co-captained the 2023 World Cup squad in New Zealand and Australia, but her production has fallen significantly in recent years. She had not scored for the Wave and was left off the Olympic team for the Paris Games. Still, she remains one of the most popular players in American women's soccer history. She made 223 appearances with the USWNT, scoring 123 goals (ninth-most all-time), scoring 123 goals (fifth-most).
"Success for me is defined as never giving up and giving your all and I did just that," she said. "I'm giving my all every single day on the field ... in the relentless push for global investment in women's sports because we deserve that."
Morgan, the mother of a 4-year-old daughter, also announced that she is pregnant with her second child. "We're changing lives and the impact we have on the next generation is irreversible," she said of the USWNT. "I'm proud of the hand that I had in making that happen."
Her final appearance will come against the North Carolina Courage.
"I grew up on this team, it was so much more than soccer," Morgan, whose first USWNT training camp appearance came at the age of 20, said in a statement via U.S. Soccer. "It was the friendships and the unwavering respect and support among each other, the relentless push for global investment in women's sports, and the pivotal moments of success both on and off the field.
"I am so incredibly honored to have borrowed the crest for more than 15 years. I learned so much about myself in that time and so much of that is a credit to my teammates and our fans. I feel immense pride in where this team is headed, and I will forever be a fan of the USWNT."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-09-05
NFL
8:30 p.m. Baltimore at Kansas City >>> WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11), WIYY (97.9 FM)
MLB
1 p.m. Minnesota at Tampa Bay >>> MLB Network
4 p.m. Arizona at San Francisco >>> MLB Network
6:30 p.m. Washington at Pittsburgh >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
6:30 p.m. Philadelphia at Miami >>> MLB Network
9:30 p.m. Detroit at San Diego >>> MLB Network
WNBA
10 p.m. Washington at Phoenix >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
GOLF
7:30 a.m. DP World Tour: European Masters, first round >>> Golf Channel
Midnight (Friday) Asian Tour: Shinhan Donghae Open, second round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
11:45 a.m. UEFA Nations League: Sweden at Azerbaijan >>> Fox Sports 2
2:30 p.m. UEFA Nations League: Spain at Serbia >>> Fox Sports 2
2:45 p.m. Africa Cup of Nations, qualifying: Equatorial Guinea at Algeria >>> BeIN Sports
5:45 p.m. FIFA under-20 women's World Cup: Japan vs. Ghana >>> Fox Sports 2
8:45 p.m. FIFA under-20 women's World Cup: Netherlands vs. Argentina >>> Fox Sports 2
10 p.m. Concacaf W Champions Cup: Frazsiers Whip at Monterrey>>> CBS Sports Network
TENNIS
3 p.m. U.S. Open, mixed doubles final >>> ESPN2
7 p.m. U.S. Open, women's semifinals >>> ESPN
PARIS PARALYMPICS
5 a.m. Cycling, road race finals; track & field, preliminary heats and finals; swimming, preliminary heats >>> USA Network
10 a.m. Men's wheelchair basketball, semifinals >>> USA Network
11:30 a.m. Track and field; swimming >>> USA Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
6 p.m. Clemson at South Carolina >>> ESPNU
7 p.m. North Carolina at Duke >>> ACC Network
WOMEN'S COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL
7 p.m. UCLA at Tennessee >>> SEC Network
7 p.m. Southern California at Creighton >>> Fox Sports 1
9 p.m. Indiana at Texas >>> SEC Network
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In college football's new world, a giddy chase begins
The expanded College Football Playoff format includes an automatic berth for a Group of Five champion, giving hope that didn't exist to smaller programs.
By Chuck Culpepper | 2024-09-05

UNLV plays in shiny Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)


LAS VEGAS -- As college football seems hellbent upon shedding its charms, there's a populous race underway that might just lasso a heart. It's bubbling across the land, but especially here in this ultimate American city.
Somehow, in the hatching of a 12-team playoff, the hatchers came out of the meeting room with a formula that allows for the presence of one team from the Group of Five, the less-resourced tier of the 134-team Football Bowl Subdivision. One champion from among the Mountain West, the American Athletic Conference, the Mid-American Conference, Conference USA and the Sun Belt will join the fortified bracket come December.
"The race is on," UNLV Coach Barry Odom said in a news conference on Labor Day, and while he meant the UNLV season at hand, his words carried a ring relevant to all Boises, Memphises, Bowlings Green et al.
This playoff berth dangling way up the road has made the road shinier and spiffier for the whole striving lot of them. It brings an upgrade from the past 10 seasons, when the Group of Five received one New Year's Six bowl bid per year and went 4-6 against the bigwigs. And it magnifies the one score that shouted from the national list more than any other this past weekend, the one where UNLV, in Odom's second season as helmsman, went to Houston, the former Group of Five member with a Power Four address (Big 12). UNLV not only won, 27-7, but also felt miffed about Houston's "7," which came along with one minute to play as if to epitomize window-dressing. The upset romp got so convincing that, Odom said: "We got into the third quarter, and I asked the offensive staff: 'Let's take the air out of the game. I don't want any more balls in the air.' I think we attempted three passes in the second half. I felt like we were in complete control of the game and I wanted to finish it in that context."
Much of the Group of Five playoff banter before the season had centered around Boise State, that long-recognized financial underling that defeated UNLV, 44-20, in the Mountain West championship game last December while salvaging a season once wayward. UNLV's presence in that game and a subsequent bowl game, however, had signaled loud things for a program with four winning seasons in the past 30, and with stretches of 9-47 (1995-99), 24-84 (2004-12) and 29-74 (2014-22).
Odom, the football wackos might recall, had, in December 2015, become one of the first tear-jerker intro-video coaches. That's the construct where a university videotapes the introduction of a new head coach to the players. (See Marcus Freeman, Notre Dame.) When Missouri opened a door to a roomful and revealed Odom, the familiar defensive coordinator and former Missouri linebacker, as Gary Pinkel's replacement after Pinkel's resignation with a lymphoma diagnosis, the players went a beautiful form of berserk, surrounding Odom and hopping up and down in mad mirth.
It ended four seasons later as it so often does, at 25-25 in this case, but Odom went on to Arkansas as defensive coordinator and then to here, demonstrating a fearlessness about topographical change. Listening to him in his weekly news conference, it's easy to see why players would want to listen to him more.
"You know," he said after the news conference, "I don't want this to be -- I don't want it to sound arrogant, but I do want it to sound confident. I believe that UNLV has the space to be on the national scene. It's in the sports mecca of the world. We're in a conference that the conference champion every year will be in the discussion for that [playoff] spot, as it should be. And you look at for me, for this program, my belief is we should compete and win championships every single year.
"How broad does that go? That depends on us and what we do. I think you look at opportunities that are out there, we know that we don't get a slip-up [during the season]. If we get one, then that conversation's over. Internally, because we have a mature team, we are using it as motivation, that we've got to be really good every single week. Yes, there's a prize out there that I want to pursue and chase. It's also for me, the progress that we make from week to week overrides any big trophy item out there. If we make the right progress, we've got the roster to be in contention at the end of the year."
He does spot the fine daydreaming as he looks around the country at the oft-hidden fan bases, and he doesn't shy from bringing up the playoff around his team even in his profession where looking ahead is often treated as roughly as appealing as smallpox.
"I think it certainly captures the audience, a narrative for the audience," he said. "I mean, there's so many people now, fan bases, that have hope that maybe that wasn't there before. Because they see, okay, now there's 12 teams, there's a lot of things that are possible. You've got to have breaks go your way but also it opens up the door, especially early in the season, for people to have hope on maybe what could take place. I think it's great for the game."
Now his team, with its 50 new players in the transfer-era fashion, must cope with whatever self-confidence it might have just amassed. "To be honest," said quarterback Matt Sluka, who arrived after three seasons at Holy Cross, "I haven't really thought about the playoffs at all." They'll have to think as best they can about Utah Tech, inbound from absurdly pretty St. George this weekend, and then a three-game stretch at Kansas and at home against Fresno State and Syracuse. Boise State? That's Oct. 25 at Allegiant Stadium, the Las Vegas Raiders' home where a venue-record 63,969 gathered this past Sunday night for the LSU-vs.-Southern California doozy.
"I hope that someday that we're talking about record attendance for us," Odom said in his news conference. "And we need the city of Vegas to continue to embrace what we're doing. We're excited about playing at home. We're thrilled for the opportunity to play in that stadium. We need to create -- it does get so loud in there -- we could create a nightmare for our opponents. And I know we've got to have winning football."
Toward that, a program often buried in the standings during football seasons and overlooked until basketball seasons has taken on fresh hearings of poll chatter. Speaking of the grand fraternity of coaches who don't talk polls, Odom said: "I am not one of those. I used to act like I didn't read them. I read 'em. And I read 'em then [when he acted like he didn't]." As the room laughed, he said: "Everybody reads 'em. I'm done with coach talk. That's boring. I think we're a top-25 team. If you haven't put your vote in yet, you should vote for the Rebels, and we know the significance of what that means."
As the Associated Press poll emerged Tuesday, it showed UNLV unranked yet present near the end in the famed Others Receiving Votes section. It had one vote, tied with Colorado. The road is always long and bumpy, but look, there's that light up there on the distant horizon of December.
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The best NFL division bets for the 2024 season
Finding values in each of the NFL's eight divisions as the season kicks off.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-09-05

Quarterback Dak Prescott and the Dallas Cowboys are being undervalued in preseason odds. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


The NFL regular season has arrived, and while the betting markets have been maturing for weeks, there are still some values to be had among the league's division winners.
To determine the chances of each team winning the division we converted the point spreads for every game into team ratings, which were then used to simulate the season 1,000 times. Once we had an estimate of each team's divisional hopes, we could compare them to the current odds to find value in the market.
You will notice there aren't bets for each division (highlighted in green) because not every division has the right value proposition relative to our forecasts. Here are our picks for the best divisional value bets as the season kicks off.
I don't think the Dallas Cowboys are getting enough credit ahead of the upcoming season. Our projections have them as neck-and-neck with the Philadelphia Eagles as division favorites, yet Philly is getting much better odds.
The Cowboys have the ninth-best roster, per Pro Football Focus, with a pass rush that is one of the most dominant in the league. Last year, opponents scored almost five fewer points per game against Dallas than we would expect based on the down, distance and field position of each play -- the sixth-best of 2023, per data from TruMedia -- and should do more of the same with Micah Parsons and DeMarcus Lawrence anchoring the unit again in 2024.
It's no surprise that the NFC champion San Francisco 49ers are expected to win the division handily, and the odds reflect that. However, if you are not afraid of putting money on a heavy favorite, there is some value here. The 49ers are expected to be 5.5 points per game better than an average team on a neutral field in 2024, and the rest of the division is expected to be significantly worse, paving the way for the 49ers to win a fourth straight divisional title.
Like San Francisco, the reigning Super Bowl champion Kansas City Chiefs are a heavy favorite to win their division, and you have to lay serious coin to cash a winning ticket with them (wager $270 to win $100). However, it's tough to argue for another option unless some seriously catastrophic events halt the Chiefs' football dynasty -- their 78 percent odds of winning the division is the highest of any team entering the season.
The New Orleans Saints aren't getting much respect from pundits, as they are typically found near the bottom of most power rankings heading into Week 1. The reality is, however, that they don't need to be great to win this division; they just need to exceed expectations by a little bit.
That's not far-fetched. Remember, this is a team that tied division-winner Tampa Bay last season with a 9-8 record, only to miss the postseason due to a tiebreaker. The heavily favored Falcons will need to overcome a weak pass rush and hope that new quarterback Kirk Cousins can play at a high level coming off a serious injury. The Saints, meanwhile, have a strong secondary anchored by Marshon Lattimore, Paulson Adebo and Tyrann Mathieu, while their offensive line should get a boost from rookie first-round pick Taliese Fuaga.
Every season in the NFL there is at least one surprise team, and the odds reflect a decent risk-reward scenario for the Saints to fit the bill.
The Jacksonville Jaguars had more than their fair share of bad luck last season. They finished with a positive point differential, but couldn't make the playoffs over the Pittsburgh Steelers, who allowed 20 more points than they scored during the regular season. The Jaguars also missed out on an estimated 39 points in 2023 due to dropped passes, per data from TruMedia. Only the Los Angeles Rams (lost an estimated 42 points) were more snake-bitten. Their inability to recovered fumbles played a role, too, costing them an estimated league-high 4.3 points per contest.
If any of this reverses itself in 2024, and quarterback Trevor Lawrence can avoid the injuries that limited him last season, the Jaguars are going to look a lot better than they did a year ago without changing too much on the field. I don't believe the odds fully reflect that.
There isn't much of an edge here, as the numbers above show, but if there is a play to be made, it's with the New York Jets. We have been beating the drum for a successful 2024 campaign for the Jets before, so it is no surprise they are an intriguing play as the eventual AFC East winner. Aaron Rodgers is back healthy, providing an upgrade at quarterback even if he can't return to his previous MVP level, and he's surrounded by talent that includes running back Breece Hall and wide receiver Garrett Wilson. The defense, meanwhile, has stars of its own in cornerback Sauce Gardner, linebacker C.J. Mosley and defensive tackle Quinnen Williams.
The Jets' odds have become more favorable in the weeks and months since we first trumpeted their potential, making a bet on the Bills more palatable than it was from a value perspective, but I'm sticking with the Jets.
This is a division without a standout play. The Baltimore Ravens have slight value as a divisional winner because everyone is expecting reigning MVP Lamar Jackson to perform much like he did in 2023, and they don't know quite what to make of the Cincinnati Bengals having a healthy Joe Burrow for an entire season. Unless you are part of the purple and gold faithful, this market is likely a pass.
The NFC North is a top-heavy division with two main contenders: the Detroit Lions and Green Bay Packers, both of whom made the playoffs last season. The Packers offer slight value as a division winner, given how relatively close they are to the Lions in our projections, but not enough to move us to the ticket counter.
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Beating the blitz could be the difference for the Commanders vs. the Bucs
Washington's offensive line lacks continuity but will need to jell quickly with the season opener coming against Todd Bowles's Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-09-05

Commanders offensive line coach Bobby Johnson has had to prepare a unit with moving parts and injuries. (John McDonnell/ for The Washington Post)


Everyone in the Washington Commanders' facility has stressed the importance of beating the blitz in the season opener Sunday because Tampa Bay Buccaneers Coach Todd Bowles seems likely to send a lot of pressure.
Over the last decade, Bowles has blitzed a lot -- against rookie quarterbacks, against dual-threat quarterbacks and in many situations. He seems to really love blitzing on third and short, and he'll probably immediately challenge rookie Jayden Daniels and his offensive line, which didn't take many snaps together in the preseason.
Bowles could try to disrupt the unit even without blitzing by using "simulated pressures" to test the Commanders' processing and communication.

A "simulated pressure" is when a defense tries to fool an offense by lining up as if it will blitz then falling back. In this picture, the three defenders circled are not blitzing. (Sam Fortier/TWP)


Bowles's defense will be a big test for Washington's suspect line. Plan A is for the Commanders to start left tackle Brandon Coleman, who sat out the preseason games with a shoulder/pec injury, but if he's unable to go, serviceable veteran Cornelius Lucas will play in his place.
Regardless, Coach Dan Quinn spoke optimistically about Washington's offensive line succeeding. "Because that's what has to be done," he said Wednesday, laughing. "There's not a like, 'Oh, if it doesn't happen, it's okay.' Like, [the communication] has to go down."
Curiously, Bowles has seemed relatively hesitant to blitz against units run by Kliff Kingsbury, now the Commanders' offensive coordinator. In their two meetings -- both when Kingsbury was Arizona's coach -- Bowles was less aggressive than normal. In 2019, against rookie quarterback Kyler Murray, Bowles (then Tampa Bay's defensive coordinator) called blitzes on just 13 of 46 dropbacks, and usually with a linebacker.
But late in the fourth quarter, with Arizona in the red zone looking for a game-sealing touchdown, safety Jordan Whitehead blitzed from the slot. The pressure forced Murray into an awkward throw that was intercepted -- and Tampa Bay marched the length of the field to score the game-winning touchdown.

Todd Bowles didn't blitz rookie Kyler Murray much in 2019. But a well-timed blitz forced an interception that ultimately led to a game-winning score. (Sam Fortier/TWP)


The Commanders don't need Daniels and the offensive line to beat every blitz Sunday. But they do need the unit to avoid catastrophic mistakes.
So, will the Commanders blitz a lot too? Maybe. Defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. will call his first full game Sunday after coming over as an assistant from Dallas, and one of his biggest responsibilities is to help create a pass rush that was nonexistent for Washington most of last season.
One big question is how often he'll send blitzes. Former Commanders coordinator Jack Del Rio liked to rush only four players, but with the star edge rushers gone, defensive tackles Jon Allen and Daron Payne coming off down years, and accomplished blitzer Frankie Luvu now at linebacker, the unit seems bound to tick up its rate this season.
Kingsbury will show more of his offensive philosophy. The coordinator revealed very little in the preseason, and the first game will give fans a glimpse of how he wants the unit to succeed. It starts with personnel -- the team will almost certainly major in three-receiver sets, but what will be the primary change-up? Is it sets with two tight ends, as Kingsbury preferred in Arizona, or two running backs, which he experimented with this preseason?
Zach Ertz will debut Sunday -- and we'll see how much juice he has left. The veteran tight end figures to be an important target for Daniels this year but did not play in the preseason and is coming off the fewest catches (27) and yards (187) he has had in 11 seasons as a pro.
"We didn't get to play in preseason, but just the rapport that we built over camp and everything, man, I'm excited to go out there and see it live in the real game," Daniels said.
Will second-round defensive tackle Johnny Newton play his first snaps this week? "He's raring to go," Quinn said. "But ... we're not going to miss a step [in the rehab process] for him, so I'm going to take it all the way through the week and see where he is at."
Daniels talked to San Francisco 49ers rookie Ricky Pearsall, a former teammate at Arizona State, after the wide receiver was shot over the weekend. Pearsall will be sidelined for at least four weeks on the non-football injury list, but the 49ers expect him to make a full recovery.
"I mean, it's just a blessing," Daniels said. "That's one of my brothers. I wouldn't say we grew up together from day one, but we built that connection. We both came to college at 18. Obviously, I don't want to see nobody go through that, so, I told him he's blessed."
The Commanders fired vice president of content Rael Enteen on Thursday morning, a team spokesperson said.
The team moved quickly after O'Keefe Media Group posted a video Wednesday in which Enteen described NFL fans as "high school-educated alcoholics" and said of Commanders players, "a big chunk is very low-income African Americans that comes from a community that is inherently very homophobic."
The video was recorded surreptitiously during what Enteen appeared to believe was a date. Enteen did not respond to The Post on Wednesday when contacted for comment.
O'Keefe Media Group is run by James O'Keefe, who founded and then split ways with Project Veritas, the right-wing organization known for its undercover sting operations.
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Verizon offers to buy Frontier for $9.6 billion cash to expand fiber network
If approved by Frontier Communications shareholders, the deal would expand Verizon's landline footprint beyond the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic. 
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-09-05

Verizon's fiber-optic footprint is concentrated in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic, but it could expand that into several other areas by adding the network of Frontier Communications. (Matt Rourke/AP) 


Verizon has agreed to buy communications provider Frontier Communications in a deal valued at about $20 billion, including $9.6 billion in cash.
The acquisition officially announced Thursday, if approved by Frontier shareholders, is expected to give Verizon additional scale -- Frontier has about 2.2 million fiber subscribers in 25 states. Although Verizon offers nationwide wireless service, its fiber network is concentrated mainly in nine states in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic.
The acquisition "is an opportunity to become more competitive in more markets throughout the United States, enhancing our ability to deliver premium offerings to millions more customers across a combined fiber network," Verizon chief executive Hans Vestberg said in a statement.
The deal is expected to close in 18 months.
Shares of Verizon jumped 1 percent in early trading Thursday, while Frontier fell 9 percent Thursday morning after jumping 34 percent the day before, when the Wall Street Journal reported on a possible deal. Under the terms of the deal Verizon will pay $38.50 for Frontier shares, a 37 percent premium over the company's Tuesday closing price.
This is a developing story.
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Got a Change Healthcare letter about a data breach? Here's what to do.
Nervous about that Change Healthcare data breach letter that came in the mail? Take these steps if you're worried you've been affected by a data breach.
By Tatum Hunter | 2024-09-05

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


After Change Healthcare, a technology company owned by UnitedHealth Group, reported a giant ransomware attack, you may have received a letter by mail letting you know your data has been compromised.
But you get a lot of random stuff in the mail, too. How can you determine if the letter is legitimate, and what will it take to protect your accounts and identity?
Large-scale data breaches happen so frequently that it can be tough to keep track. In the first half of 2024, cyberattacks increased 14 percent compared with the same period last year, according to the nonprofit Identity Theft Resource Center (ITRC). In March, consumers learned a hack at a third-party company exposed Amex account information. A few weeks later, data from millions of AT&T accounts popped up online. And in August, a data broker lost control of a massive dataset that contained Social Security numbers.
Some tech critics and cybersecurity experts accuse companies of playing fast and loose with people's data -- collecting too much and failing to properly secure it. Some companies even make a business model out of collecting and combining giant datasets, including profiles of individual people. Each data breach, meanwhile, puts victims at risk of identity theft, which can be a costly and frustrating problem to untangle.
Change Healthcare says it noticed signs of ransomware in its system in February and notified law enforcement. In May, its CEO Andrew Witty testified to Congress that the breach exposed sensitive data for what could be a "substantial proportion of people in America," including health conditions and treatment, payment information, insurance information and Social Security numbers. The Office for Civil Rights called the scale of the attack "unprecedented" and opened an investigation into Change Healthcare as well as some of its business associates that are also governed by HIPAA, our federal health privacy law.
Change Healthcare says it started alerting affected people by mail in late July, but the notifications come on a rolling basis. Its support line funnels callers to sign up free credit monitoring through third-party company IDX.
Change Healthcare declined to say how many people have been impacted, when it will share details on individuals' exposed data and why it chose IDX for its free credit-monitoring offer.
Here, signing up free credit monitoring isn't the best use of your time. Instead, take these three steps if you're worried you've been affected by a data breach.
Most breach scams come through phishing emails and not paper letters, ITRC chief operating officer James Lee said, but high-profile breaches tend to be the ones that draw fraudsters.
Before you launch into crisis mode, always look up the relevant breach. Some states maintain a directory of data breaches you can access online. Otherwise, call the company in question directly -- and don't use any sponsored Google results to find the phone number, as scammers can set up fraudulent websites and support lines.
In this case, I searched the internet for "Change Healthcare data breach," and among the first results were statements from UnitedHealth Group and the Department of Health and Human Services confirming the attack. Look for official options such as .gov sites and the affected company's website. (Always confirm the URL of the affected company's site with a fresh search and avoid sponsored results.)
The ITRC has a tool where you can search for confirmed breaches by company name. And if you're still not sure, check a forum like Reddit -- have other people received a notification? Were they able to confirm it's real?
There are at least two ways a criminal could use your breached data: Breaking into your accounts and spinning up new ones in your name.
Change the passwords to your most important accounts, like banking and health care. Keep a close eye on statements from your health-care providers, insurer, bank, credit cards, credit report and tax returns. If someone makes a charge, opens a new account or applies for benefits, this is where you'd catch it. Report any fraud to the Federal Trade Commission and freeze your credit (I explain how in step 3). You might need to close some accounts or report identity theft to the police.
Some companies offer credit or identity theft monitoring to watch for signs of fraudulent lines of credit in your name. These aren't worth the subscription cost, my colleague Shira Ovide wrote, and even though Change Healthcare is offering credit monitoring pro bono, its recommended service, IDX, has a less-than-ideal privacy policy, with carve-outs that leave room for the company to use your data for marketing or share it with business partners.
A fraud alert is a one-year flag on your credit profile that helps creditors take extra caution when someone tries to open a new line of credit in your name. You can set one up by calling any of the three major credit reporting agencies -- TransUnion, Equifax and Experian -- though I recommend activating the alert through their websites to avoid long wait times.
Alternatively, you can freeze your credit, which blocks creditors from checking your credit at all. This you need to turn on with each credit reporting agency individually through their phone lines or websites.
Both are free and don't affect your credit score, but a freeze is more secure because you don't have to remember to renew it.
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New Mexico sues Snapchat over sexual predation of minors 
Snapchat is a "breeding ground" for predators seeking to collect sexually explicit images of children and extort them, the state of New Mexico argues in a lawsuit.
By Cat Zakrzewski | 2024-09-05

Snapchat says its messages and photos disappear, but New Mexico argues that they can be preserved, making the site a uniquely attractive destination for adults seeking sexually explicit images of children. (Kevork Djansezian/Getty Images)


Snapchat is a "breeding ground" for predators seeking to collect sexually explicit images of children and extort them, the state of New Mexico argues in a lawsuit filed Wednesday evening against the popular social app's owner, Snap.
The lawsuit alleges that the disappearing messages and photos that have long differentiated Snapchat from its competitors made it a uniquely attractive destination for the ugliest conversations on the internet. During a months-long undercover investigation, the New Mexico Department of Justice said it surfaced evidence that the app recommends accounts held by strangers to underage Snapchat users, who are then contacted and urged to trade sexually explicit images of themselves.
"While failing to prevent, identify, or protect even young children on its platform, Snap introduced them to the equivalent of an adults-only show for which they were not only the inappropriate audience, but often the main object," said the lawsuit, which was viewed exclusively by The Washington Post.
The probe involved standing up a decoy account named "Sexy14Heather," using AI-generated images to simulate a 14-year-old girl. The lawsuit alleges the fake account received a flood of recommendations to contact accounts seeking to trade sexually explicit messages and photos, including from users with names including "teentradevirgin" and other sexual phrases.
The suit brought by New Mexico Attorney General Raul Torrez says Snap violated state law against deceptive trade practices, misleading the public about how safe the platform was so it could continue to profit off young users. The lawsuit alleges the company made a series of misleading claims and omissions about the proliferation of illicit content on Snapchat, even as its own internal research showed young users frequently encountered harmful content.

Screenshots of Snapchat accounts with suggestive usernames included in the state of New Mexico's complaint against Snap Inc. (Office of New Mexico Attorney General Raul Torrez)


The lawsuit catapults Santa Monica, Calif.-based Snap to the center of a growing international effort to address the online proliferation of child sexual abuse material, or CSAM. Amid an intensifying debate about how to protect children online, enforcers are focusing on the role apps that blend messaging and social networking play in fostering illegal content.
Snap did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the lawsuit. The company in June released a blog post detailing ways it was improving safety on the platform, including by expanding warnings when strangers add a teen on the app and making it easier to block someone a user no longer wishes to contact.
Last week, in a stunning display of enforcers cracking down, French prosecutors indicted the CEO of the popular messaging service Telegram on charges that included complicity in the distribution of child sex abuse images.
Regulators have long scrutinized the role that social networks play in facilitating sexual abuse of children, and last year, the New Mexico attorney general brought a similar lawsuit against Meta and CEO Mark Zuckerberg. Simultaneously, law enforcement agencies around the world have warned that encrypted apps provide a haven for pedophiles and other criminals because they make it impossible for investigators to access the contents of their messages. The recent actions against Snap and Telegram indicate that enforcers are casting a wider net and increasingly looking at hybrid services, which present unique risks.
The New Mexico investigators also found a link between Snap and Telegram, finding accounts on the United Arab Emirates-based messaging app that were distributing explicit images of young people captured on Snap. Investigators' searches on Telegram surfaced accounts that were sharing sexually explicit images of young women.
Snapchat is uniquely popular among teens, with half of all teenagers in the United States reporting using the app every day. Torrez, a Democrat, told The Post in an interview that his office saw many cases where young people -- especially boys -- fall victim to "sextortion" schemes on Snap because they believed the disappearing nature of the messages made it a safe place to share explicit images. Snap notifies users when a screenshot or screen recording is taken of a message, but there are many third-party applications and workarounds to evade that feature.
Many young Snapchat users, unaware of how easy it is to preserve the images, are extorted when the predator saves the picture and threatens to release it to their school or family.
"There's a notion that content that is exchanged on the platform disappears forever," Torrez said. Snap "has created this false sense of security in the way that it's marketed the platform ... and that makes it so dangerous, especially for young ones."
During its investigation, the New Mexico Department of Justice uncovered a vast network of sites on the dark web focused on sharing stolen, non-consensual, sexual images from Snapchat, compiling what the lawsuit referred to as a "virtual yearbook of child exploitation." Investigators found more than 10,000 explicit photos and videos apparently linked to Snapchat, including examples of minors younger than 13 being sexually assaulted. Snapchat was by far the most common source of the CSAM posts investigators found on the dark web sites.
One of those sites included a handbook for how to engage in extortion, including tips for taking over a victim's account. The guide describes Snapchat as "the best app for sextortion, since the perpetrator can take screenshots without the victims being aware."
The New Mexico investigators' accounts also received recommendations for accounts that were apparently focused on meeting or collecting explicit images of children, with usernames such as one called "ilikekids60" that includes the tagline "Kids under12" with a heart-eye emoji. Snap also surfaced accounts with sexually explicit names in response to investigators' queries for terms associated with child sexual abuse.

A list of usernames that show up when "teen_trade" is searched for on Snapchat from a screenshot included in the state of New Mexico's complaint against Snap Inc. (Office of New Mexico Attorney General Raul Torrez)


The lawsuit alleges that these features facilitate not just child exploitation, but also other illicit activities including drug sales and gun sales. Torrez said his office has opened a probe into the role of social media platforms in trafficking these illicit goods.
The suit is narrowly focused on violations of New Mexico state law, but Torrez said he plans to share his office's findings with other states as well as the U.S. Justice Department. New Mexico is not among the more than 40 states and territories that last year banded together to sue Meta for building addictive features.
State enforcers have been playing a heightened role in checking the power of large tech companies, following years of flailing efforts to pass updated online safety laws in Congress. In July, the Senate passed a landmark bill to protect children online, but the bill has not been taken up by the House.
"Most voters in this country -- Republicans and Democrats -- are becoming aware of the threat that this poses, not only to mental health but also the physical well-being of their children," Torrez said. "Eventually that is going to force a much more difficult and harder conversation among policymakers in D.C. to take concrete action."
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Meta content court rules 'from the river to the sea' isn't hate speech
Meta's Oversight Board ruled the phrase "from the river to the sea" isn't necessarily hate speech, a decision likely to fuel debate over Israel-Gaza war content. 
By Naomi Nix | 2024-09-04

Pro-Palestinian supporters picket outside Barnard College in New York on Tuesday. (Yuki Iwamura/AP)


Meta's company-funded oversight body ruled Wednesday that the social media giant shouldn't automatically take down posts using the phrase "from the river to the sea," a decades-old rallying cry for Palestinian nationalism that has reignited a national debate about the boundaries of acceptable speech.
Meta's Oversight Board, an independent collection of academics, experts and lawyers who oversee thorny content decisions on the platform, said posts they examined using the phrase didn't violate the company's rules against hate speech, inciting violence or praising dangerous organizations.
"While [the phrase] can be understood by some as encouraging and legitimizing antisemitism and the violent elimination of Israel and its people, it is also often used as a political call for solidarity, equal rights and self-determination of the Palestinian people, and to end the war in Gaza," the board said in its ruling.
Meta spokesman Corey Chambliss said in a statement that it welcomes the board's review. "While all of our policies are developed with safety in mind, we know they come with global challenges and we regularly seek input from experts outside Meta, including the Oversight Board," he said.
The political clash over the Israel-Gaza war has forced the company to closely examine the line between supporting free expression and suppressing dangerous hate speech online, and Wednesday's ruling may fuel tensions.
Some Jewish groups have accused the social media giant of allowing antisemitism to surge on its networks in the wake of Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel that ignited the war.
Meta has also been lambasted by digital rights activists and pro-Palestinian groups, which say it has stifled legitimate political critiques of the Israeli government and its armed forces during a war that has claimed more than 40,000 Palestinian lives, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, and displaced much of the population.
Activists and pro-Palestinian demonstrators have used the phrase "from the river to the sea" to express their support for Palestinians in Gaza and the Israeli-occupied West Bank. The slogan, which is often followed by the phrase "Palestine will be free," refers to the territory between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea including the state of Israel. But others have interpreted the phrase as a call to eradicate Israel, with some Jewish American organizations arguing that the phrase amounts to antisemitism.
The board reviewed three cases where the phrase appeared on the platform, including a comment on a Facebook video that had a "FromTheRiverToTheSea" hashtag along with #DefundIsrael and heart emojis in the colors of the Palestinian flag. In another instance, a user posted an image of floating watermelon slices -- a stand-in for the Palestinian flag -- to form the phrase, alongside the comment "Palestine will be free."
In all three cases, social media users appealed to Meta to remove the content, but the company decided to leave the material up. Those users then appealed to the board.
According to the board, the posts don't specifically attack Jewish or Israeli people "with calls for violence or exclusion," putting them outside the company's definition of hate speech. The board also said the cases didn't break the company's rules against inciting violence or praising dangerous organizations or individuals because they don't glorify Hamas or its actions. Rather, the selected cases show that the phrase was being used in solidarity with Palestinians, the board argued.
A minority of the board disagreed with the decision. While the individual cases don't violate company policy, the contingent argued that Meta should assume the phrase glorifies Hamas and remove it by default.  Hamas is on Tier 1 of Meta's list of dangerous organizations and individuals, and the company bars explicit praise or glorification of the groups's attacks on social networks.
The decisions the Oversight Board makes on specific cases are considered binding.
For nearly a year, Meta has faced scrutiny over how it has handled content about the Israel-Gaza war. Soon after the war broke out last year, throngs of Palestinian supporters complained that Meta suppressed their content commenting on or documenting the violence. In July, the company announced it would remove more speech targeting "Zionists" where the word seemed to be a stand-in for Jews and Israelis and included dehumanizing comparisons, calls for harm or denials of existence.
Meta also referred a bundle of cases in which the term "Zionist" appears to be being used as a proxy along with comparisons to criminals, such as the phrase "Zionists are war criminals." A ruling in those cases is pending.
Since the Oversight Board's inception four years ago, it has faced criticism that it moves too slowly to make decisions, while others have questioned its price tag and political relevance. This year, the board notified staffers that it would have to lay off workers amid widespread cutbacks across the technology sector.
But in recent months, the Oversight Board has sought to bolster its influence by taking on more frequent and bigger cases. The board's trust is also exploring setting up a separate center to handle an influx of user appeals for account restrictions that are required under Europe's Digital Services Act.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/09/04/meta-israel-gaza-river-to-sea-hate-speech/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



National Novel Writing Month faces backlash over allowing AI: What to know
Authors are criticizing NaNoWriMo for not objecting to the use of artificial intelligence in its annual event challenging people to write a novel in a month.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-09-04

The organization behind National Novel Writing Month is embroiled in controversy after it said it would not oppose the use of AI in its annual 30-day writing challenge. (Kkolosov/Getty Images/iStockphoto)


The nonprofit behind National Novel Writing Month, an annual tradition in which writers try to crank out the first 50,000 words of a novel in November, is facing backlash from authors after it said it would not object to the use of artificial intelligence in its popular event.
AI use in literature has stoked pushback in recent years. Last fall, blockbuster writers including George R.R. Martin, Jodi Picoult and Jonathan Franzen banded together to sue ChatGPT maker OpenAI for allegedly using their work to train its artificial intelligence tools. A growing group of artists, musicians and Hollywood writers are also trying to stop tech companies from benefiting from their work without paying for it.
Here's what to know about the latest literary controversy.
National Novel Writing Month, or NaNoWriMo, began in 1999 as a 30-day literary challenge in which entrants tried to write 50,000 words of a novel -- roughly the length of F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The Great Gatsby."
"Hundreds of thousands of people around the world" now participate each November, the organization says, with the goal of finishing the month with a first draft of a novel in any genre.
Anyone age 13 and older can take part, including professional and hobbyist writers. "NaNoWriMo is for anyone who has ever thought about writing a novel," the nonprofit says.
The NaNoWriMo organization provides resources for writers, virtual events, chat forums and offers from sponsors. When the event is over, writers may choose to revise their manuscripts, publish traditionally or self-publish, or simply share their stories with friends and family.
The furor began last weekend, when NaNoWriMo posted a statement on its website saying that the organization "does not explicitly support any specific approach to writing, nor does it explicitly condemn any approach, including the use of AI."
NaNoWriMo said it would "recognize and respect writers who believe that AI tools are right for them. We recognize that some members of our community stand staunchly against AI for themselves, and that's perfectly fine. As individuals, we have the freedom to make our own decisions."
To condemn AI, the organization said, "would be to ignore classist and ableist issues surrounding the use of the technology," noting that issues around the use of AI "tie to questions around privilege." The group argued that "not all writers have the financial ability to hire humans to help at certain phases of their writing," and that for some writers, AI is a practical solution, rather than ideological.
"Not all brains have same abilities and not all writers function at the same level of education or proficiency in the language in which they are writing," NaNoWriMo wrote. "Some brains and ability levels require outside help or accommodations to achieve certain goals."
The statement goes a step further than last year's comment on the topic, in which NaNoWriMo said writers were welcome to use artificial intelligence to "assist your creative process" but that utilizing AI to "write your entire novel would defeat the purpose of the challenge."
NaNoWriMo's openness to writers using AI has sparked discontent among some authors and writers associated with the organization. At least a few members have said they would no longer participate in the annual challenge.
Fantasy and young adult fiction writer Daniel Jose Older stepped down from the NaNoWriMo Writers Board on Tuesday because, he said in a statement, NaNoWriMo "has taken a wild and ridiculous stand in favor of Generative AI." He said the decision was "unconscionable" and "harming writers" as he urged others to also resign.
Older also noted that NaNoWriMo is sponsored by ProWritingAid, an AI-powered writing assistant.
ProWritingAid's founder, Chris Banks, confirmed to The Washington Post on Wednesday that the company has long supported NaNoWriMo. He said his organization was "committed to supporting human creativity, not undermining it."
"We fundamentally disagree with the sentiment that criticism of AI tools is inherently ableist or classist. We believe that writers' concerns about the role of AI are valid and deserve thoughtful consideration," Banks wrote in an email.
NaNoWriMo did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Post.
Maureen Johnson, an author of young adult novels, posted on X that she would step down from the board of NaNoWriMo's Young Writers Program because of the AI statement. "I want nothing to do with your organization from this point forward," she wrote.
Novelist and essayist Roxane Gay said on social media that she was "embarrassed" for NaNoWriMo.
Ellipsus, a collaborative writing software company, said in a statement Tuesday that it had decided to end its sponsorship of the group on the grounds that "we strongly disagree with NaNoWriMo's recent statements regarding generative AI." Ellipsus said AI was responsible for "the wholesale theft of authors' works, and a lack of respect for the craft of writing."
One writer, Laura Elliott, reacted strongly to NaNoWriMo's assertion that opposing the use of AI would be ableist. She wrote on X that as a "disabled writer," she was "furious."
"Disabled writers do not need the immoral theft machine to write because we lack the ability to be creative without plagiarism -- encouraging AI is a slap in the face to all writers and this excuse is appallingly ableist," Elliott wrote.
After writers began to respond negatively to NaNoWriMo's position, the group updated its online statement "to reflect our acknowledgment that there are bad actors in the AI space who are doing harm to writers and who are acting unethically."
The group said that although it found the "categorical condemnation for AI to be problematic," it was "troubled by situational abuse of AI, and that certain situational abuses clearly conflict with our values." AI's complexity, the organization said, made it "simply too big to categorically endorse or not endorse."
"We see value in sharing resources and information about AI and any emerging technology, issue, or discussion that is relevant to the writing community as a whole," NaNoWriMo said. "It's healthy for writers to be curious about what's new and forthcoming, and what might impact their career space or their pursuit of the craft."
AI systems are usually "trained" on huge datasets of published material. The systems eventually recognize patterns in arrangements of words and pixels, which they can then draw on to put together prose and images in response to prompts.
Some novelists have said they are flattered that their work is being used to train AI programs, while others have called for better legal protections of their intellectual property rights. AI companies argue that what they're doing should be considered "fair use" because their models significantly change the original material.
In the media industry, the New York Times filed a federal lawsuit this year against OpenAI and Microsoft, alleging that they illegally used "millions" of copyrighted Times articles to help develop the AI models behind tools such as ChatGPT and Bing.
Other news outlets have struck arrangements with AI firms over the use of their contents. OpenAI has agreed to pay German media conglomerate Axel Springer, which publishes Business Insider and Politico, to show parts of articles in ChatGPT responses. OpenAI also reached a deal with the Associated Press for access to the news service's archives. The Post employs some of its own AI tools and has signaled that it is keeping its options open around artificial intelligence.
This summer, record companies including Sony Music Entertainment, Universal Music Group and Warner Records, sued two artificial intelligence music start-ups, alleging that they used copyrighted songs to train their tools.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/09/04/nanowrimo-ai-writing-controversy-explainer/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

      National

      Washington Post News Feed


      
        Live updates: FBI looks for motive after teen suspect kills 4 in Georgia high school shooting
        Annabelle Timsit, Leo Sands, Kelsey Ables, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff

        Two students and two teachers were killed in the shooting Wednesday at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga. The suspect, a 14-year-old student, is in custody.

      

      
        Accused Georgia 14-year-old would be youngest mass school shooter since 1998
        John Woodrow Cox, Steven Rich

        The alleged Apalachee High shooter's youth, and his apparent ability to obtain an AR-15-style weapon, will likely amplify national debate over gun violence.

      

      
        Georgia school shooting suspect struggled with mental health, aunt says
        Sarah Blaskey

        14-year-old student Colt Gray was named as the suspected shooter in the Georgia high school shooting Wednesday.

      

      
        Water buffalo escapes slaughter, evades police, becomes local celebrity
        Sydney Page

        "Let him be free! He's cheated death at least twice! He's earned it!" wrote a business owner in a Facebook group dedicated to PHill's whereabouts.

      

      
        'Indian Country is hurting:' How feds failed Native American food program
        Ben Brasch

        After months of food shortages, tribes of all sizes have been left with few answers and empty shelves.

      

      
        What we know about the Georgia high school shooting
        Leo Sands

        A 14-year-old is accused of killing two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga. Here's what we know and key questions that remain.

      

      
        Georgia school shooting suspect accused of killing 4 with AR-style rifle
        Ben Brasch, Perry Stein, Maria Luisa Paul, Kyle Melnick, Kelsey Ables

        The 14-year-old Apalachee High School shooting suspect is in custody after two students and two teachers were killed. The FBI said authorities interviewed him in 2023 over alleged online threats.

      

      
        Georgia students and teachers killed in deadliest school shooting this year
        Holly Bailey, Emily Wax-Thibodeaux, Laura Meckler, Reis Thebault

        Frightened children prayed and wept in their classrooms as desperate parents ran down a rural road to reunite.

      

      
        To beat the heat, an Arizona man offers free water. His HOA is fining him.
        Daniel Wu

        David Martin faces hundreds of dollars in fines from his Goodyear, Ariz., homeowner's association for leaving a cooler in his driveway to offer free water to passersby.

      

      
        She was arrested after speaking at a city meeting. Now she's suing.
        Praveena Somasundaram

        Rebekah Massie, 32, was arrested during an Aug. 20 city council meeting in Surprise, Ariz., where she was criticizing the city attorney's salary.

      

      
        Photos: The scene following a deadly shooting at Apalachee High School in Georgia
        Washington Post staff

        Multiple people were killed and injured in the Apalachee High School shooting in Winder, Ga.

      

      
        New Paxton lawsuit targets mail-in voter registrations in Texas's Bexar County
        Arelis R. Hernandez

        The lawsuit is the latest push by Texas's attorney general to target mail-in voter registrations. It comes as civil rights groups accuse Paxton of suppressing minority votes.

      

      
        Mother, daughters exchange frantic texts during Georgia school shooting
        Laura Meckler

        The 14-year-old girl's message: "Mommy im scared."

      

      
        
          	
            Technology
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            World
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Live updates: FBI looks for motive after teen suspect kills 4 in Georgia high school shooting
Two students and two teachers were killed in the shooting Wednesday at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga. The suspect, a 14-year-old student, is in custody.
By Annabelle Timsit, Leo Sands, Kelsey Ables, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Lori Rozsa, Robert Klemko, John Woodrow Cox, Lizzie Johnson, Steven Rich, Laura Meckler, Teo Armus, Alisa Shodiyev Kaff, Jiselle Lee, Emily Wax-Thibodeaux, Holly Bailey, Sarah Blaskey, Lucas Trevor, John Muyskens, Monica Ulmanu, Jorge Ribas, Tim Meko, Kyle Melnick, Andrew Jeong, Jintak Han, Karina Elwood | 2024-09-05
After a shooter opened fire at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga., on Wednesday, killing four people, authorities are looking into the possible motives of the suspect, a 14-year-old student at the school, as the community mourns. Nine people who were injured and hospitalized are expected to survive, Barrow County officials said. The suspect was booked into a youth detention center in Gainesville overnight, authorities confirmed early Thursday, and is expected to make a virtual court appearance Friday morning.
In the coming days, investigators will seek to determine how the shooter obtained an "AR-platform-style weapon" they say he used. They will also assess any connection to an earlier incident in which the FBI interviewed the suspect, Colt Gray, while investigating anonymous reports of online threats to commit a school shooting.
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Accused Georgia 14-year-old would be youngest mass school shooter since 1998
The alleged Apalachee High shooter's youth, and his apparent ability to obtain an AR-15-style weapon, will likely amplify national debate over gun violence. 
By John Woodrow Cox, Steven Rich | 2024-09-05

State of Georgia Chaplain Ronald Clark consoles students as they kneel in front of a makeshift memorial at Apalachee High School on Thursday in Winder, Ga. (Jessica McGowan/Getty Images)


The 14-year-old boy accused of killing two students and a pair of teachers at Georgia's Apalachee High on Wednesday would be the youngest mass school shooter in a quarter-century, according to a Washington Post analysis.
Even as gun violence on K-12 campuses has spiked over the past seven years, the deadliest campus killers have remained older, typically in their late teens. That leaves Colt Gray, the Apalachee student accused of opening fire with an AR-15-style rifle, in an exceedingly small group.
In 1998, two boys in Arkansas, 11 and 13, took aim outside their middle school, killing five. While children Gray's age, or younger, have committed roughly 15 percent of the school shootings in the time after that, none since the pair in Arkansas had taken more than a single life.
In Georgia, the accused shooter's youth -- and, despite it, his apparent ability to obtain and fire the weapon of choice for many older mass killers -- will likely amplify the polarized national debate over gun laws that have allowed for the proliferation of semiautomatic rifles since a ban on many of them expired two decades ago.
As in past incidents involving young shooters, experts said, the fallout from this case will center largely on how an underage teenager accessed a weapon and ammunition that federal law would have prohibited him from buying, how an armed child gained access to a supposedly secure school building and how, or if, early intervention might have prevented the violence.
"It's just so shockingly young," said Jillian Peterson, a forensic psychologist who has extensively studied mass shooters.
"To get the weapon, to get entry into the school, to cover it up. I mean, it's such a horrific act to do, it takes a level of, I don't know what it is -- disconnect, motivation, something to actually go and murder that many people," Peterson added. "A 14-year-old I still think of as ... very childlike, whereas this act feels very disconnected from that."
School shootings account for a small fraction of the overall number of mass killings tracked by The Post in recent decades and defined as attacks that take four or more lives. Yet, they've taken on a singular significance in American culture since the Columbine High massacre in 1999, with tens of millions of children experiencing active-shooter drills, security lockdowns and a perpetual fear that a sudden burst of violence could someday visit their classrooms.
Both Peterson's analysis of mass shooting trends and The Post's review of its school shooting data suggest that Gray's youth does not portend a broader shift. The median age of school shooters is, and long has been, 16. In 2021, when students started returning to classes after the pandemic shutdowns were lifted, that figure briefly dipped to 15 before ticking back up.
In at least one way, however, Gray mirrors dozens of other shooters: There had been early signs of potential trouble.

Law enforcement officials walk toward the media before a news conference about the shooting at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga., Sept. 4, 2024. (Erik S Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


In May 2023, the FBI announced Wednesday evening, it received several anonymous tips about someone threatening online to shoot up a school. The FBI traced those comments, which included photos of firearms, to Georgia and notified the local sheriff's office.
Its investigators identified Gray, then 13, as a "possible subject."
"The father stated he had hunting guns in the house, but the subject did not have unsupervised access to them," the FBI said in its statement. "The subject denied making the threats online."
The sheriff's office alerted local schools, but without probable cause, the FBI said, law enforcement dropped its inquiry.
"There are always warning signs," Peterson said, noting that more than 90 percent of school mass shooters tell someone else, typically classmates, about their plans.
Both Peterson and Megan Ranney, a leading researcher of firearm injury, said that although some observers might blame investigators for not doing more to intervene last year, they likely couldn't have taken any other legal action at the time.
For Ranney, this case illustrates why potential interventions to gun violence should extend beyond the criminal justice system -- to families, educators, mental health professionals.
"So, another scenario could be that you have a threat, you decide that it's not something that rises to the level of law enforcement, but that it is something where you involve the school system, the parents, maybe therapists, in helping to stabilize the kid," said Ranney, dean of the Yale School of Public Health. "You have a conversation with that parent about the risk of letting the kid have access to a gun and have conversations about both the moral but also the legal responsibility to keep that gun locked up, particularly when you have someone who is higher risk."
The FBI's statement did not explain whether Gray's father locked up his firearms. When asked on Wednesday, Georgia investigators said they were still working to determine how the boy obtained the rifle.
Though Georgia, known to have some of the loosest firearms laws in the country, has placed certain restrictions on people providing handguns to minors, the state does not require adults to prevent children from accessing their deadly weapons, according to Giffords Law Center, an organization that advocates for gun safety legislation.
In shootings at K-12 schools since Columbine, investigators haven't always learned, or publicly divulged, where or how children obtained their weapons. But among the 63 cases in which the source was identified by police, more than 80 percent were taken from the child's home or those of relatives or friends. And of the shooters younger than 15, not one obtained their gun elsewhere.
Regardless of the rifle's origin, Ranney said, she expects its owner to be scrutinized by police and, potentially, prosecutors.
Earlier this year, James and Jennifer Crumbley became the first parents of a school shooter ever convicted of a homicide. Investigators found that, in November 2021, the Crumbleys had bought their 15-year-old son a gun, failed to lock it up and ignored blatant warning signs before he opened fire at Oxford High School in Michigan, killing four students.

Jennifer Crumbley, second from left, speaks with her attorney Shannon Smith as bailiffs wait to place a waist chain around her waist during her trial at the Oakland County Courthouse on Feb. 2 in Pontiac, Mich. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


As in Georgia today, back then, Michigan had not passed a law requiring the safe storage of firearms, a legal obstacle that didn't prevent prosecutors from holding the Crumbleys accountable.
"The Oxford case certainly highlighted both the responsibility of parents, but also the potential culpability of parents when a child who is known to be at risk of harming themselves or others accesses a firearm," Ranney said. "Whether that will come to play in this case or not is far too soon to say."
What's not in question is the far-reaching impact of school shootings on the lives of children -- not only those killed or wounded but the many more present when the shots are fired.
In the past 25 years, children who've brought firearms to schools have killed at least 75 people, wounded another 237 and, according to a Post analysis, exposed more than 210,000 students to gun violence.
Sarah Blaskey contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2024/09/05/georgia-shooting-suspect-youngest-mass-school-shooter/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Georgia school shooting suspect struggled with mental health, aunt says
14-year-old student Colt Gray was named as the suspected shooter in the Georgia high school shooting Wednesday. 
By Sarah Blaskey | 2024-09-05

Students kneel in front of a makeshift memorial in front of Apalachee High School on Sept. 5, 2024 in Winder, Ga. (Jessica McGowan/Getty Images)


The 14-year-old suspected of a mass shooting at Georgia's Apalachee High School had been "begging for months" for mental health help before his deadly attack on Wednesday, according to an aunt of the suspect.
He "was begging for help from everybody around him," the aunt, Annie Brown, told The Washington Post. "The adults around him failed him."
Brown, who lives in Central Florida, declined to elaborate on the teen's mental health challenges but said she tried from afar to get him help. She said his struggles were exacerbated by a difficult home life. He and his family had "previous contacts" with the local child services department, Chris Hosey, the director of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, said at a news conference Wednesday night.
Brown said that in January, she helped her nephew enroll at Haymon-Morris Middle School in Barrow County so he could finish 8th grade following a period of absenteeism. He had just started ninth grade at Apalachee High this school year, she said.
Law enforcement authorities have confirmed that he was a student at Apalachee. A spokesperson for the school district did not immediately respond to a request for comment on his prior enrollment history.
Gray's parents have not commented publicly. The Post's efforts to reach them for comment were unsuccessful.
The shooting at Apalachee Wednesday morning left four people dead, two staff members and two students. Authorities have identified the suspect as Colt Gray and have said he was interviewed in May 2023 by law enforcement officers in neighboring Jackson County who were investigating online threats to carry out a school shooting.
At the time, Gray "expressed concern that someone is accusing him of threatening to shoot up a school, stating that he would never say such a thing, even in a joking manner," according to records of the investigation by the Jackson County Sheriff's Office, which had received a tip from the FBI about a threat to shoot up a local middle school.
The threatening comments were made on the social media platform Discord from an account associated with an email address that the FBI believed was owned by the teen, the records say. The teen told officers he had previously used Discord but got rid of his account months earlier "because too many people kept hacking his account and he was afraid someone would use his information for nefarious purposes," the records show.
The account flagged by the FBI featured a profile name written in Russian that, when translated, spelled out "Lanza," referring to Adam Lanza, the Sandy Hook Elementary school shooter, according to the records.
The suspect's father, Colin Gray, told investigators at the time that he was unfamiliar with Discord and said he had no knowledge of the email address associated with the Discord account that made threats. He also said that his son "does not know or speak Russian," according to the records.
He told officers that he allowed his son to use his hunting rifles when supervised but that the child, who was 13 at the time, did not have "unfettered access to them." The weapons were kept in the house, according to the report.
The records show that one officer said he urged the man to keep the firearms locked away, and advised him on May 21 to "keep the teen out of school until the matter could be resolved."

Law enforcement officials arrive to give a press conference outside of Apalachee High School in Winder, Georgia, on Sept. 4, 2024, after the shooting. (Christian Monterrosa/AFP/Getty Images)


On May 23, the investigator noted the case would be "exceptionally cleared" because the tip alleging Colt's role in the threat could not be substantiated. Officers were unable to confirm that the Discord account was linked to Colt Gray, and information included in the FBI tip was "unreliable," the records say. The officers noted in the report that the FBI tip included a brief physical description of the suspect that did not match the teen's appearance. The source of the physical description was unclear in the records.
At the time of Jackson County's investigation, the teen's father told officers that he and his wife had split up after their family was evicted from their home a few months earlier. The father said he and his son had moved, and while his son had experienced "some problems" at the middle school he previously attended, things had "gotten a lot better" now that he was attending a new school.
It is unclear when the teenager stopped attending that school, Jefferson Middle in Jefferson, Ga.
Charles Polhamus, the suspect's grandfather, told The Post he would have never thought his grandson capable of violence. Although the two had not spoken in more than a year, Polhamus, who had once been his grandson's baseball coach, remembered the teen as an overall "good kid." Polhamus said he felt terrible for the victims.
Brown said that since the shooting she has been praying for "the families who have been affected because of my nephew's actions."
She said she would also continue to support her nephew. Without excusing his actions, Brown said he was still "just a baby" who was never given the mental health support he had needed and repeatedly requested.
Alice Crites and Chris Dehghanpoor contributed.
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Water buffalo escapes slaughter, evades police, becomes local celebrity
"Let him be free! He's cheated death at least twice! He's earned it!" wrote a business owner in a Facebook group dedicated to PHill's whereabouts.
By Sydney Page | 2024-09-05

PHill, a water buffalo, recovering at Iowa State University's Large Animal Hospital. On Aug. 24, PHill escaped from his owner who was planning to slaughter him, and he was subsequently shot by a police officer in Pleasant Hill, Iowa. He was captured humanely on Aug. 27. (Iowa Farm Sanctuary)


A water buffalo who escaped as his owner tried to slaughter him became a folk hero-type figure in Iowa last week as the animal -- who was also shot by police -- was on the run for days.
Residents in Pleasant Hill, Iowa -- a city in the Des Moines metropolitan area -- first spotted the water buffalo on Aug. 24 in the middle of a roadway. Passersby were puzzled by the strange sighting, since water buffaloes are unusual in the area.
After multiple sightings, residents started tracking the large animal, and named him PHill (Pronounced Phil) after their city.
Pleasant Hill Police were alerted to the wandering mammal and spoke with its owner, who rents land just north of Pleasant Hill. The owner told officers he was attempting to kill the animal to butcher him for meat when the water buffalo escaped the property, according to Pleasant Hill city spokesperson Candace Bell. The owner told officers the water buffalo was "aggressive and dangerous," Bell said.

PHill on the lam from police on Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024, in the Des Moines suburb of Pleasant Hill, Iowa. (Madison Pottebaum/AP)


"The biggest concern was that he would walk into a roadway and cause a car accident," said Bell. "Public safety was the top priority."
She said officers had no prior experience corralling a water buffalo -- which are often called Asian buffalo.
"This is highly peculiar for us," Bell said. "We don't typically have big game in our area."
On the same day the water buffalo escaped, an officer found him by a bank, next to a four-lane highway.
"That is when our officer took a shot to keep it from going into the highway," said Bell.
After PHill was shot in the abdomen, he quickly ran off.
As police tried to track down the roughly 1,000-pound wounded animal, he made his way around town. Residents began to spot him curiously sniffing at their doorsteps and in their backyards, and ambling through parking lots and nearby trails.

Two-year-old cockapoo Annie eyes the escaped water buffalo. (Madison Pottebaum/AP)


Neighbors started trading stories about sightings and began posting photos of him on local internet groups.
"I was seeing and following what was going on," said Suzy Henriksen, who has lived in Pleasant Hill for 25 years. "The story was really intriguing ... everybody was just posting constantly about it."
There was a consensus that residents wanted to keep PHill safe. Soon, people were pleading for his protection.
"The outcry was, 'Don't kill him.' Everybody was offering suggestions," Henriksen said. "He's just the cutest little thing."
Henriksen created a Facebook page to provide updates on his whereabouts, and a clothing store started selling T-shirts that say: "FREE PHILL!"
"Let him be free! He's cheated death at least twice! He's earned it!" the store wrote in a Facebook post.
Photos of the runaway buffalo -- who residents said seemed gentle and meek rather than violent -- continued to populate community groups. As people became more invested in his plight, local media followed the story closely.
"He did not show any signs of aggression toward anyone," said Jessica Eshelman, a Pleasant Hill resident who spotted PHill on her door camera shortly after he was shot.

A water buffalo escaped from a slaughterhouse and turned up on the front doorstep of an Iowa home on Aug. 24.


"He looked so cute, and I felt so bad that I couldn't help or something," she said, noting that he was sniffing her flowers. "I wish he would have stuck around."
He was likely in pain from the gunshot wound, Eshelman said, which "was just heartbreaking."
Iowa Farm Sanctuary -- about 100 miles from Pleasant Hill -- caught wind of PHill's story and offered to take him in, as well as two other water buffalo kept by PHill's owner, who officials said has been charged in the past for similar livestock incidents.
"This same owner has had cows and goats go missing so there is an investigation into how they've escaped and if all laws were being followed," Bell said, adding that police do not know how or where the man obtained the water buffalo.

The two other water buffalo that had been kept by the owner who tried to slaughter PHill. (Iowa Farm Sanctuary)


"We were able to get the owner to surrender all three of the water buffalo to us," said Jered Camp, co-founder of the sanctuary in rural Johnson County. "Once they get here, they're going to have a 40-acre farm where they get to roam around and eat and play and do whatever they want for the rest of their lives."
After a few days of no sightings, on Aug. 27, police -- alongside the Blank Park Zoo and the Animal Rescue League -- were able to humanely catch PHill while he was roaming in a creek bed. They tranquilized him and transported him to Iowa State University's Large Animal Hospital, where staff treated his infected wound. The multiday manhunt (water buffalo hunt) had come to an end.
"Our whole community, including our police department, are so thrilled about the outcome of this, that he was able to be safely surrendered," said Bell.
"We were extremely relieved," said Camp, adding that vets confirmed PHill is a male, and about a year old.
The sanctuary is raising funds to support the three water buffalo. So far, more than $25,000 has poured in.

The other two water buffalo after they arrived at Iowa Farm Sanctuary. (Iowa Farm Sanctuary)


"We've been getting inundated with awesome messages and a lot of support," said Camp, explaining that donations will also help cover the cost of PHill's medical bills. "We just want to thank everybody."
The two other water buffaloes arrived at the sanctuary on Tuesday and are settling in. PHill is expected to join them as soon as he is cleared by his veterinary team.

PHill is being treated at Iowa State University's Large Animal Hospital. (Iowa Farm Sanctuary)


"They did an X-ray, and the bullet is still inside of his abdomen, so they're going to have to figure out a plan for if they're going to do surgery or not," said Camp. "He is not showing any clinical signs of issues internally."
Camp said he understands why the public was so passionate about PHill's well-being.
"He's super affectionate. You can see it in his eyes, just how innocent he is," he said.
After a tense week, Pleasant Hill residents say they are pleased PHill will be able to live out the rest of his life in peace.
"It is the best outcome that could happen from this," Eshelman said, adding that she will miss having him around the neighborhood.
"We're rooting here in Pleasant Hill for him to come for a visit," she said. "Maybe he'll make an appearance at next year's Iowa State Fair."
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'Indian Country is hurting:' How feds failed Native American food program
After months of food shortages, tribes of all sizes have been left with few answers and empty shelves.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-09-05

A bison mother and her calf at Yellowstone National Park. (Natalie Behring for The Washington Post) 


People would have gone hungry if she didn't, so Wendy Zika worked straight through her weekend.
A 62-year-old exemplar of Minnesota Nice, she unloaded a truck -- pallet by pallet -- on her own the weekend of Aug. 23. "It put a big strain on me," she said. "That was the struggle the last two months."
Zika, a member of the Bois Forte Band of Chippewa in the North Star State, is one of the thousands of Americans whose lives have been upended by months of late deliveries from the federal government's Native American food assistance program, Food Distribution Programs on Indian Reservations.
Tribal leaders and food administrators across the country said delays have stretched their staff and tribes since May, a month after the federal government moved from three warehouses to one run by a sole distribution provider. The warehouses were consolidated because the government could no longer extend the contract and was forced to send it out to bid again, but they received just one valid proposal from a provider to handle warehousing and distribution, an official said.
That provider -- Paris Brothers, Inc. in Kansas City, Mo. -- declined to answer specific questions addressing allegations others have made about the company.
But, through spokesman Will Gregory, the company released a statement to The Washington Post saying that "Paris Brothers, in partnership with the USDA, is actively addressing recent challenges to ensure the seamless distribution of food and resources to the communities we serve." The statement added that the company is committed to the "vital work."
The Food Distribution Programs on Indian Reservations -- or FDPIR, pronounced "fuh-dipper" -- was created by the Food Stamp Act of 1977 to get nutritious food to low-income Native Americans. Essentially, the program is the Native American version of SNAP, or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.
For those who run the tribal food programs, filling the need isn't as simple as just running to Costco. Zika, the food distribution coordinator for her tribe about 25 miles from the Canadian border, said the closest place that sells frozen meat is 118 miles away -- and she doesn't have a freezer van to keep the meat at a safe temperature.
In late August, she said she was out of ground beef because her nearly 70 recipients hungry for protein snatched up her 15 cases of hamburger meat. Once deliveries normalize, Zika is determined never to repeat the situation.
"I'm not going to run out again," she said.
The Post spoke with tribes with more than 7,000 FDPIR recipients and one tribe with a dozen people in the program. Tribal organizations of all sizes say they have been left with few answers and empty shelves.
"The need is there. The hunger is there. But the food isn't," said Mary Greene-Trottier, president of the National Association of Food Distribution Programs on Indian Reservations.
Things improved in August, with Paris Brothers increasing from shipping 94 trucks the week of Aug. 5 to 140 trucks the week of Aug. 19, according to a spokeswoman for the United States Department of Agriculture. The agency announced in the middle of the month it would give $11 million to tribal organizations to buy food.
It's appreciated, said Greene-Trottier, but does little good for her Spirit Lake Tribe for a simple reason: There aren't any places to buy the food they need in rural North Dakota.
"It's like having a blank check in a desert," she said.
A bipartisan group of seven U.S. senators sent an Aug. 23 letter to U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack calling for "immediate action" to fix the "extreme disruptions in food deliveries."

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack speaks to reporters at a press briefing at the White House in Washington on July 31. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Vilsack, in his first interview on the issue, four days later told The Post that his team had implemented short-term fixes, including imposing a seven-day workweek at the Paris Brothers warehouse and sending customer experts from the military and Federal Emergency Management Agency to the warehouse in Kansas City. He said a 20-person team is getting granular, literally helping Paris Brothers find ways to better organize paperwork.
In the longer term, he said, the USDA will send the $35.5 million contract back out for bid, because the current plan isn't working and "we need to start again from scratch."
The program is supposed to remove stress from Native American communities, he said, that often don't have access to or money for healthy food.
"Unfortunately, mistakes were made that created more stress," Vilsack said.
Reservations are often in rural areas. And independent grocers in those areas are particularly vulnerable to inflation, The Post has reported.
So the FDPIR program is critical, supplying beans, meat and fresh vegetables to more than 53,000 tribal members in more than 100 tribal organizations.
"It might be their only opportunity to have the fresh vegetables and fruits," Greene-Trottier said.
Unlike SNAP, the FDPIR program sends culturally relevant foods -- the rural grocery stores that dot Indian Country don't stock ground bison or blue cornmeal.
So the sudden shift in FDPIR's workflow worried tribal leaders.
Officials with the USDA met with tribal leaders who run the program in February to tell them FDPIR would be moving to one warehouse, Greene-Trottier said.
"Immediately," she said, "that was a red flag for us."
Federal liaisons assured them there would be no problem, she said. But the June trucks didn't arrive on time. When they asked why, she said the tribes were told that the sole warehouse just needed a few more weeks. But then many trucks in July never arrived or came late.
Greene-Trottier said they offered a number of solutions, including going to the warehouse themselves to pick up the food. She said they were denied.
"The lack of communication has been extremely frustrating," she said.
Greene-Trottier, who handles the program for her community, said the Spirit Lake Tribe received one truck in July compared to their usual two or two and a half per month. She said her warehouse shelves were empty.
In August, they were short 44 of their roughly 140 items.
"You wouldn't go back to that grocery store," she said.
When asked how this happened, Vilsack began by explaining a quirk of governmental contract regulations.
Since 2007, he said, the FDPIR food has been stored and delivered by Paris Brothers and another company named Americold. But the government reached their limit of how many times they could extend the contract before having to send it back out for bid. It was set to expire March 31, 2024.
Vilsack said his staff started in September 2022 figuring out how the new bid would work. His department sent out a request for proposals in August 2023 with a deadline of Sept. 11, 2023. He said only one of the seven bids considered met all the criteria -- Paris Brothers.
He said the first problem happened right then, when the bid committee should have had a much deeper discussion about whether Paris Brothers could actually handle the job on its own.
"Paris Brothers needs to do some soul searching as well," he said. "They felt they could do this ... they had some challenges hiring people and understanding the magnitude of what they were taking on."
The delays got so bad because he and his lieutenants didn't know about the issue, Vilsack said.
Greene-Trottier said she and her fellow tribal food program leaders were telling the agency about the problem weeks before then.
A letter she and other leaders wrote to Vilsack in August claimed that Paris Brothers had been "fined hundreds of thousands of dollars as punishment for the disruptions." Asked whether the USDA had fined the company, Vilsack said he had been told by USDA attorneys not to discuss the fines. (Americold will be given a six-month contract to reduce the strain on Paris Brothers, he said.)
Vilsack promised a complete review of the situation to make sure it doesn't happen again.
"Obviously, it's unacceptable," he said, adding: "People depend on us."
Tribes came together to fill the gap, like the Apache Tribe's Jennifer Boynton in Oklahoma, who said she gave meat and vegetables to the Kiowa Tribe when their truck came a week later. The Apache, she said, had too much food because they received an extra shipment in the chaos.
But some aren't lucky enough to have tribal neighbors.
Amelia Owle-Arkansas, who runs FDPIR for the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians in western North Carolina, said she is one of the two tribal organizations in the southeast offering the program.
Owle-Arkansas has 550 to 600 tribal members; many come to her wanting to know when there will be enough food again.
"It's really heard when there's lack of communication (from) Paris Brothers (and) USDA. There's always a middle man in there, but us, the boots-on-the-ground people who are having to deal with the participants ... there's no answers," she said.
There's only one grocery store on the reservation, nestled in the Great Smoky Mountains. Parts of the reservation are an hour away from the food Owle-Arkansas provides.
"If they're not open for our people to get food, we're the next option," she said. "If we don't have it, our community doesn't have it."
Owle-Arkansas said her clients have already started to leave FDPIR for SNAP. Many tribes across the country said younger people usually prefer SNAP because they can't or don't want to cook the nutritious food FDPIR offers. If FDPIR goes away, Owle-Arkansas said, her community will stop eating the wild rice and catfish her tribe has lived on for hundreds of years.
"You're not going to find that in your small grocery chains that are normally on a reservation," she said.
Larger tribes were more insulated from the shortages.

Cherokee Nation Principal Chief Chuck Hoskin Jr. speaks during a House Rules Committee hearing in 2022. (Mariam Zuhaib/AP)


Chuck Hoskin Jr., principal chief of the Cherokee Nation, said his tribe has 468,000 members and 7,281 people enrolled in FDPIR.
He said they still have a month of food -- despite being out of tuna, cranberry sauce and pumpkin. But he is also concerned that smaller tribes may have lost the confidence of their members.
"Indian Country is hurting," he said.
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What we know about the Georgia high school shooting
A 14-year-old is accused of killing two students and two teachers at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga. Here's what we know and key questions that remain.
By Leo Sands | 2024-09-05

Mourners listen to a speaker during a candlelight vigil for the victims of the shooting at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga., on Wednesday. (Mike Stewart/AP)


Four people were killed and at least nine others injured when a shooter opened fire at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga., authorities said. The deceased were two students and two teachers, police said. A 14-year-old suspect, whom the Georgia Bureau of Investigation identified as a student at the school, is in custody. He will face murder charges and be tried as an adult, authorities said.
Wednesday's shooting was the deadliest at a U.S. school in more than a year and marks Georgia's first fatal school shooting since at least 1999. Here's what to know.

A medical helicopter is seen in front of Apalachee High School after a shooting on Wednesday. (Mike Stewart/AP)


Witnesses said they heard the first shots shortly after 10 a.m. Wednesday. A security alert advising a lockdown was posted on classroom video screens. Some students said they took cover in corners, while others crammed into a closet. Students recounted using rags to put pressure on a gunshot wound sustained by their teacher.
Within minutes of the first reports of an active shooter, school resource officers confronted the suspect, "who gave up and got on the ground," Barrow County Sheriff Jud Smith said.

Two students and two teachers were killed and at least nine were hospitalized in a shooting at Apalachee High School in Georgia on Sept. 4.


State police identified the suspect as 14-year-old Colt Gray, a student at the school. He will be charged with murder and tried as an adult, officials said.
The FBI's Atlanta field office said Jackson County sheriff's officers interviewed Gray and his father in 2023, when Gray was 13, after receiving anonymous online tips about threats to commit a school shooting. The father told authorities that he had hunting guns in the house but that his son did not have unsupervised access to them, the FBI said. Officials said there was no probable cause for arrest or further action at the time.
If convicted, the 14-year-old suspect would be the youngest school shooter to kill multiple people on a K-12 campus since at least 1999, according to a Washington Post analysis of shootings perpetrated in the last 25 years. In that period, no child shooter younger than 15 has killed more than one person.

Flowers and a T-shirt are left as a memorial Wednesday during a vigil for the victims. (Erik S Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The Georgia Bureau of Investigation identified the four people killed as students Mason Schermerhorn and Christian Angulo, both 14, and teachers Richard Aspinwall, 39, and Christina Irimie, 53.
Nine people -- eight students and one teacher -- were taken to local hospitals with various injuries, GBI said. "All of our victims that are at the hospital are going to make it and going to recover well, as we've been told," Smith said at a news conference Wednesday.
Several hundred people gathered Wednesday evening to mourn the victims at Jug Tavern Park in Winder's city center.
Sophie, a 15-year-old student whose mother did not want their full names used, recalled that her teacher was shot when he went into the hallway after hearing banging. There was "blood everywhere," Sophie said. "[Another] teacher put pressure on his wound with rags. Then she went to get police, and a kid from my class and I put the pressure on the wound. My teacher was lying there saying, 'Good job.'"
Then officers banged on the door. "Paramedics put my teacher on a gurney. We went to another classroom then out to the football stadium with our hands up," Sophie added.
Officials said the shooter used an "AR-platform-style weapon" but did not provide more details.
An AR-platform rifle, the AR-15, has been used in several of the most notorious and deadly mass shootings in American history.
Officials were still investigating how the Winder shooter obtained the weapon and brought it into school, the local sheriff said.

Speaking at a campaign event in Portsmouth, N.H., on Sept. 4, Vice President Kamala Harris discussed the shooting at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga.


Politicians paid tribute to the victims of the attack, with Democrats calling for gun-control legislation at the state and federal levels.
At a campaign stop in New Hampshire, Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris expressed condolences to the victims. "This is just a senseless tragedy on top of so many senseless tragedies," she said. She then departed from her prepared remarks to lament that American children live with the fear of a shooter bursting through the doors of their school. "We've got to end this epidemic of gun violence once and for all," Harris said. "It doesn't have to be this way."
In a statement on social media, Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump said: "Our hearts are with the victims and loved ones of those affected by the tragic event in Winder, GA." He added: "These cherished children were taken from us far too soon by a sick and deranged monster."
Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) posted on X that he and his family were "heartbroken" by the tragedy. "This is a day every parent dreads, and Georgians everywhere will hug their children tighter this evening because of this painful event." He urged all Georgians to join his family "in praying for the safety of those in our classrooms."
"The entire Winder community is in my prayers, but we can't pray only with our lips -- we must pray by taking action," Sen. Raphael G. Warnock (D-Ga.) wrote on X.

A mother and daughter watch Wednesday as an ambulance leaves after a shooting at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga. (Megan Varner/Getty Images)


As well as the specific weapon used in the attack, the shooter's motives remain unknown.
In a news conference Wednesday, Smith said investigators from the sheriff's office and GBI had interviewed Gray. The investigators do not yet know why the shooting occurred, Smith said, adding that "We may not ever know."
It's also unclear how the weapon was obtained, who purchased it, and where and when they did so.
Toluse Olorunnipa and Mark Shavin contributed to this report.
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Georgia school shooting suspect accused of killing 4 with AR-style rifle
The 14-year-old Apalachee High School shooting suspect is in custody after two students and two teachers were killed. The FBI said authorities interviewed him in 2023 over alleged online threats.
By Ben Brasch, Perry Stein, Maria Luisa Paul, Kyle Melnick, Kelsey Ables, Jintak Han, Steven Rich, John Woodrow Cox, Andrew Jeong, Meryl Kornfield, Karina Elwood, Holly Bailey, Mark Shavin, Alisa Shodiyev Kaff, Azi Paybarah, Tim Meko, Laura Meckler, Toluse Olorunnipa, Jonathan Edwards, Emily Wax-Thibodeaux, Washington Post staff, Dan Rosenzweig-Ziff, Jiselle Lee, Lucas Trevor, John Muyskens, Monica Ulmanu, Dylan Wells, Annah Aschbrenner | 2024-09-05
This live coverage has ended. For Thursday's live updates, click here.
A 14-year-old suspect is in custody after opening fire with an "AR-platform-style weapon" at Apalachee High School in Georgia, killing four and leaving at least nine others hospitalized, according to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation. The incident appears to be the first deadly K-12 school shooting in the state since at least 1999.
The suspect-- identified by state police as Colt Gray, a student at the school -- and his father were interviewed by authorities last year after the FBI received several anonymous tips about his alleged online threats to commit a school shooting, the agency said in a statement.
"At that time, there was no probable cause for arrest or to take any additional law enforcement action on the local, state, or federal levels," the FBI said, adding that the teen denied making threats. His father told authorities he had hunting guns at home, but added that his son did not have unsupervised access to them, according to the FBI.
Officials identified the victims as students Mason Schermerhorn and Christian Angulo, both 14, and teachers Richard Aspinwall, 39, and Christina Irmie, 53.
The Wednesday shooting at Apalachee High School in Winder in Barrow County -- about 50 miles northeast of Atlanta -- resulted in a chaotic scene of gridlocked cars, terrified students and parents desperately trying to reunite with their children, who were evacuated to a nearby football field.
President Joe Biden called the shooting "another horrific reminder of how gun violence continues to tear our communities apart." Before Wednesday, the year had been marked by 21 mass killings -- which describes events in which four or more people died, not including the perpetrators -- according to The Washington Post's tracker.
Gray is also the first person under the age of 15 to kill more than one person in a K-12 school shooting since The Washington Post began tracking such incidents after Columbine in 1999. He will be charged with murder and tried as an adult, officials said.
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Georgia students and teachers killed in deadliest school shooting this year
Frightened children prayed and wept in their classrooms as desperate parents ran down a rural road to reunite. 
By Holly Bailey, Emily Wax-Thibodeaux, Laura Meckler, Reis Thebault | 2024-09-05

Women embrace following a shooting at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga., on Wednesday. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)


WINDER, Ga. -- Four people were killed and nine others injured when a 14-year-old student opened fire Wednesday morning at a high school in this small city outside Atlanta, authorities said.
The death toll included two students, who were also 14, and two teachers, according to police. Officers arrested the lone suspect after a brief confrontation and said he would be charged with murder and tried as an adult. Law enforcement previously had interviewed the suspect after receiving anonymous reports last year about online posts threatening violence at an unnamed school, the area's local FBI office said. They did not have enough evidence to take further action.
The violence tore through Apalachee High School during the second month of classes, as students returned from a long holiday weekend.

Two students and two teachers were killed and at least nine were hospitalized in a shooting at Apalachee High School in Georgia on Sept. 4.


It was the deadliest U.S. school shooting of the year and the first since June, according to a database maintained by The Washington Post. Officials described a horrific scene on campus as they navigated the bloodshed in search of casualties.
"We are still going classroom to classroom -- and it's a big high school -- looking for bodies," Kenny Cooper, the coroner for Barrow County, where Winder is located, said at midday. "It's terrible. Please pray for us."
The victims were identified as students Mason Schermerhorn and Christian Angulo, and teachers Richard Aspinwall, 39, and Christina Irimie, 53. No more fatalities are expected, Barrow County Sheriff Jud Smith said at a news conference Wednesday night. "All of our victims that are at the hospital are going to make it and going to recover well, as we've been told," he said.
Winder now enters the annals of American communities forever scarred by mass gun violence, a national epidemic that unfolds everywhere from big cities to small towns. It is uniquely terrifying when it strikes a school, where students haunted by past high-profile shootings undergo repeated drills about how to survive if gunfire breaks out. In interviews Wednesday, students did not appear to be terribly surprised that the bloodshed had visited their campus.
It was "pure evil that happened today," Smith said in emotional remarks at an afternoon news briefing. "My heart hurts for these kids. My heart hurts for our community. But I want to make it very clear that hate will not prevail in this county. I want that to be very clear and known."
Nearly 1,800 kids attend Apalachee, located in a rural area roughly 40 miles northeast of downtown Atlanta. The shooting brought the total number of students exposed to gun violence at school to more than 383,000 since 1999, according to The Post's analysis.
Witnesses said they heard the first shots shortly after 10 a.m.
Stephen Kreyenbuhl was teaching a second-period history class when he got an alert about a school lockdown. Then, seconds later, he heard gunfire about four doors away: "Pop, then pause, then six shots, pop-pop-pop-pop-pop-pop."
"My students were on the ground," the 26-year-old said, his voice shaking. "Some crying, some consoling, some swearing."
The evacuation was chaotic and surreal, Kreyenbuhl said, and as his class piled down the hallway after the lockdown ended, a grisly sight awaited them.
"It was terrible," he said. "I saw a pool of blood when we passed [a] classroom where the shooting was."

Police gather outside Apalachee High School after the shooting on Wednesday. (Mike Stewart/AP)


Police identified the suspect as Colt Gray, a student who attracted the attention of federal investigators more than a year ago, when they began receiving anonymous tips about someone threatening a school shooting.
The FBI referred the reports to local authorities, whose investigations led them to interview Gray and his father. The father told police that he had hunting guns in the house, but that his son did not have unsupervised access to them. Gray denied making the online threats, the FBI said, but officials still alerted area schools about him.
Authorities are investigating whether that incident -- as well as contacts between Gray's family and the local child services department -- might be connected to Wednesday's rampage, said Chris Hosey, director of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation.

The Apalachee High School shooting suspect was interviewed by the Jackson County Sheriff's Office after the FBI received an anonymous tip in 2023.


Police recovered an AR-15-style rifle from the scene, he said, but they were still looking into how the suspect acquired the weapon and brought it into the school.
Hosey praised law enforcement's "very, very swift" response, which he said spared many more lives. Within minutes of the first reported shots on Wednesday, police and two school resource officers confronted the suspect, and the young man immediately surrendered, Hosey said.
Apalachee High School staff had alerted authorities of an active-shooter threat Wednesday by pressing an emergency button on badges made by an Atlanta-based company, Centegix, Smith said Wednesday night. The company's security system has been in use at the school for about a week, he added.
The suspect, if convicted, would be the youngest school shooter to kill more than one person on a K-12 campus in the past 25 years, according to The Post's database. The attack -- the nation's deadliest since March 2023, when six were killed at a private Christian school in Nashville -- is also the first deadly K-12 school shooting in Georgia since at least 1999, the year The Post's database begins.
In her biology class, 10th-grader Abby Turner texted her mother to say the school was locked down. And it wasn't a drill -- she had heard the shots, too. Abby's mother, Sonya Turner, asked where she was.
Abby wrote back: "i can't explain it i'm shaking to much."
Soon, Turner heard from her younger daughter, Isabella. Both were safe but terrified. In a group chat, they asked Turner what they should do.
"Pray...." she answered.
"I did. Like 8 times," Isabella, 14, responded. Turner texted the words of the Lord's Prayer -- including the plea, deliver us from evil -- and told them to keep trying.
"They said, 'Mom, I'm scared,'" Turner said. "I said, 'We're coming, Dad's coming, we're coming.'"
When they made it outside, Abby met up with a friend whose teacher had been shot.
"When I found her, we were both crying," Abby said. The friend, she noticed, had blood on her shoes.
All around them -- at the Apalachee football field, which had turned into the family reunification point -- first responders and parents swarmed.
Police closed the roads leading into the area, which also included two other schools that were placed on lockdown. Empty vehicles lined both sides of the main artery. Hundreds of cars were parked in ditches or abandoned on sidewalks in nearby neighborhoods. Unable to drive the remaining two miles because of police blockades, adults in tears ran to the school to check on their children.
As a television news helicopter circled above the football field, many parents appeared shaken, and most declined to comment as they left with their kids. Students appeared to form a prayer circle in the field as they waited to depart.
One approaching mother began to cry when she saw her young daughter. She ran to her, wrapping her in a tight embrace. Nearby, a boy pressed his mother for details about what had happened. "Did anyone die, Mom?" he asked. She walked briskly on and responded, "I don't know."
Sophie, a 15-year-old 10th-grader who declined to give her last name, was recounting the nightmarish experience to her mother, who had rushed to the school after receiving a message from her daughter that read, "My teachers shot."
After hearing a loud noise, her teacher went into the hallway to check, Sophie said.
"We thought it was banging, but it was shooting. He ended up getting shot," she said. There was "blood everywhere."
As she listened to her daughter, Sophie's mother, Emily, said: "I don't have any emotions right now. It's too surreal and devastating. Innocent people lost their lives today."

A medical helicopter is seen in front of Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school Wednesday. (Mike Stewart/AP)


Other students, in interviews, recounted how a normal day turned horrific. Suddenly, loud booms echoed across the building, they said, and a security alert advising a lockdown was posted on classroom video screens.
Doors in the school are set to automatically lock, but fearing someone might shoot their way into the room, students said they rushed to take cover in corners, while others crammed into a closet. In the chaos of the evacuation, many left everything behind, including their cellphones and car keys, so they borrowed classmates' phones to call family.
Outside Winder, the response from state and national leaders followed a familiar pattern. President Joe Biden, who has long called for tighter gun-control measures such as a ban on assault weapons and high-capacity magazines, said the shooting was "another horrific reminder of how gun violence continues to tear our communities apart."
"Students across the country are learning how to duck and cover instead of how to read and write," Biden said in a statement. "We cannot continue to accept this as normal."
Georgia's most prominent elected Democrat, Sen. Raphael G. Warnock, said the episode should galvanize support for bipartisan gun-control reforms in his home state and across the nation.
"The entire Winder community is in my prayers, but we can't pray only with our lips -- we must pray by taking action," Warnock wrote on social media. Vice President Kamala Harris, likewise, called for action.
Meanwhile, Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump released his own statement: "Our hearts are with the victims and loved ones of those affected by the tragic event in Winder, GA. These cherished children were taken from us far too soon by a sick and deranged monster."
And Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) said he would "make any and all resources available to help this community on this incredibly difficult day and in the days to come."
At an evening news briefing near the school, Kemp added that "today is not the day for politics or policy.
"Today is a day for an investigation [and] to mourn these precious Georgians that we have lost," he said.
Gun-control advocates consistently report that Georgia's gun laws are among the nation's weakest. The nonprofit group Everytown for Gun Safety ranks Georgia 46th in the country for gun law strength, in a tier of states referred to as "national failures." The Giffords Law Center, another organization that advocates for stricter gun measures, gives Georgia an F rating on its annual scorecard, faulting the state for lacking rules such as universal background checks and red-flag laws.
During his term as governor, Kemp has expanded gun rights, including signing a 2022 bill that allows residents to carry a concealed handgun in public without a permit.
When Giffords delivered Georgia its failing grade, Kemp replied: "I'll wear this 'F' as a badge of honor."
Wax-Thibodeaux and Meckler reported from Washington, and Thebault from Los Angeles. John Woodrow Cox, Steven Rich and Ben Brasch in D.C. and Mark Shavin in Winder, Ga., contributed to this report.
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To beat the heat, an Arizona man offers free water. His HOA is fining him.
David Martin faces hundreds of dollars in fines from his Goodyear, Ariz., homeowner's association for leaving a cooler in his driveway to offer free water to passersby.
By Daniel Wu | 2024-09-05

David Martin stands next to the water cooler from which he offers free water bottles outside his Goodyear, Ariz., home. (David Martin)


At the start of the coronavirus pandemic, David Martin took a water cooler and placed it on his driveway in front of his Goodyear, Ariz., home. He filled the cooler with water bottles and ice and told anyone who passed by to take one.
It was just a small gesture to help his neighbors during a hard time, Martin told The Washington Post. He decided to keep it going, and the cooler, with Martin's offer of free chilled water, has sat outside his garage ever since. His neighbors have gratefully obliged. So have delivery drivers, dog walkers and passersby playing basketball at a park near his house, especially this summer as southern Arizona scorches under a record-breaking heat wave.
The only objection, Martin was stunned to discover, came from his homeowners association.
In April, Martin's HOA began fining him and his wife for violating an association rule to store items out of view, according to Martin and letters Martin shared with The Post. It increased to hundreds of dollars in the following months. The group, whose complaints were first reported by AZFamily, threatens to continue fining Martin until he removes his water cooler, he said. He refuses to pay.
"I'm doing what I believe in to take care of the community, to show that my family is positive and that we are here if you need us," Martin, 50, said. "It's a simple thing. It's a water cooler."
The Canyon Trails Unit 4 West Community Association, Martin's homeowners association, said in a statement that it did not object to Martin providing water but that "the community's rules do not allow a resident to advertise water bottle distribution from a portable ice chest, located next to their garage that is visible from neighboring property."
"The Board has diligently worked with the resident so as to allow him to continue making water bottles available, and has simply requested that the portable ice chest be screened from view," the statement read. "Regrettably, the resident has declined to work with the Association to achieve a mutually agreeable resolution."
Martin denied that the association had been cooperative in addressing the issue. A manager from FirstService Residential, the property management company used by the association, declined to speak with Martin in late August about the violation, arguing he wasn't an owner of the home in emails shared with The Post. (Martin's wife owns their house, according to Arizona property records.)
"As the community's management partner we continue to work closely with the board to create solutions that will support all of our valued residents while also complying with established association guidelines," a FirstService Residential spokesperson said in a statement.
The association's attorney, Javier Delgado, and FirstService Residential did not comment on their correspondence with Martin.
When Martin began offering water outside his home as a neighborly gesture in the spring of 2020, as the pandemic raged, he also set out cleaning supplies and toiletries from grocery stores each morning. His neighbors came by to take what they needed.
"My garage was the local bodega," Martin said.
The water cooler stayed. In the years since, Martin said he's gotten to know his neighbors and the delivery drivers who stop by for refreshment. He stacked the cooler on a crate to make it easier for elderly neighbors to use and bought a used freezer from Walmart to freeze the water bottles so he didn't have to keep buying ice.
In May 2022, Martin's HOA first told him and his wife that the water cooler violated community rules, he said. He called to complain.
"I requested three things," Martin said. "I would like a written apology, a public apology and a pallet of water."
He got one of the three. Martin received a reply apologizing that the violation was sent to him in error, and he thought the case was resolved, he said.
Two years later, the HOA came calling again, with a fine.
The association issued warnings to Martin and his wife in February and March before starting to fine him in April and increasing the fine each month, Martin said. They have been fined $475 as of September, he said.
Martin did not appeal the fines but again contacted the homeowners association to make his case, he said. It did not budge. In August, a FirstService Residential manager told Martin the issue was closed and that fines would continue accruing until he removes the water cooler. The manager recommended Martin obtain legal counsel, according to emails shared with The Post.
The association's insistence on punishing Martin and his wife for what they view as a harmless act is bewildering, Martin said, not least because of the recent weather. Temperatures in Phoenix hit 100 degrees for the hundredth day in a row on Tuesday, The Post reported. In one of his last exchanges with FirstService Residential, Martin emphasized the hellish conditions that Goodyear, which is about 20 miles from Phoenix, has sweltered under this summer.
"It is one of the reasons I've been fighting it as hard as I am," Martin said to The Post. " ... It's horrific."
Martin said he does not plan on moving his water cooler or paying fines, though he is still paying his HOA's dues. His cooler, still stocked with ice cold water bottles in his driveway, has a new message written on its front in marker: "Please grab a water! Even you HOA."
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She was arrested after speaking at a city meeting. Now she's suing.
Rebekah Massie, 32, was arrested during an Aug. 20 city council meeting in Surprise, Ariz., where she was criticizing the city attorney's salary.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-09-05

Rebekah Massie, 32, was arrested during an Aug. 20 city council meeting in Surprise, Ariz., after she complained about the city attorney's salary. (Christine Hillman Photography)


Rebekah Massie had one more thing to say.
The 32-year-old resident of Surprise, Ariz., had already spoken about zoning changes during a city council meeting last month and signed up for one last public comment. This time, she had complaints about the city attorney's salary.
Massie's final appearance at the mic quickly turned contentious when Surprise Mayor Skip Hall interrupted her, accusing her of "attacking the city attorney personally" and violating a council policy. Massie countered that the mayor was violating her First Amendment rights.
"I could get up here and I could swear at you for three straight minutes, and it is protected speech by the Supreme Court," she said.
The exchange crescendoed before Hall ordered a police officer to escort Massie out of the meeting. When she did not leave the lectern, the officer arrested her.

Rebekah Massie, 32, was arrested during an Aug. 20 city council meeting in Surprise, Ariz., where she was criticizing the city attorney's salary.


On Tuesday, Massie sued the city, the mayor and the officer who arrested her, formally alleging that they had violated her First Amendment rights during the Aug. 20 meeting. Her lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Arizona, requests that a judge temporarily order Surprise to halt its use of the policy Hall cited, which stipulates that comments during city council meetings "may not be used to lodge charges or complaints against" public officials.
"The whole thing kind of feels, and it still feels to this day, like an episode of 'The Twilight Zone' if I'm being honest," Massie told The Washington Post. "Like, is this real life?"
She is being represented by attorneys from the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, a free-speech group. Earlier this year, the organization sued the mayor of Eastpointe, Mich., alleging that she violated four residents' First Amendment rights by refusing to let them speak at a city council meeting. Eastpointe ultimately nixed a policy that had banned comments directed at individual public council members.
Hall and the city attorney's office in Surprise did not immediately respond to requests for comment Wednesday. Attempts to reach the police officer were unsuccessful.
Massie was charged with third-degree trespassing. If she is convicted in court, Massie could face up to one month in jail and up to $500 in fines. Her arraignment is scheduled for Sept. 25. Massie's defense attorney, Bret Royle, said Wednesday that it was unclear whether she would face further charges.
During the two years she has lived in Surprise, a city of about 160,000 people in Maricopa County, Massie has watched -- and participated in -- its political scene closely.
Massie, who said she is a Libertarian, runs The Grand Failure, a nonprofit focused on government accountability in Arizona, encouraging residents to contact officials about issues including traffic and public safety. She speaks at city council meetings often, at times delivering what she described as "very pointed criticisms and critiques and feedback about local politics."
On Aug. 20, Massie commented several times throughout the meeting about proposed zoning changes in the city.
Ahead of the closed session, she was the only person who had requested to talk during the meeting's "Call To The Public" section.
She alleged that the city attorney had violated state law while handling complaints about a candidate during the city's elections, according to the lawsuit. Massie also suggested the attorney's pay was too high. She referenced local reporting from 2023 that said his salary of around $266,000 was about $10,000 below that of the city attorney in nearby Scottsdale, Ariz., whose population of about 240,000 is about 50 percent bigger than that of Surprise.
As she continued to speak, Hall interrupted her and quoted the city council policy about complaints against officials during meetings.
"That's all fine, well and good, but that's a violation of my First Amendment rights," Massie responded.
Hall then said "Well, this is your warning."
"Warning for what?" Massie asked.
"A warning for attacking the city attorney personally."
The back-and-forth continued until Hall said he would ask someone to escort Massie out of the meeting.
"Really, is that necessary?" Massie said. "In front of my 10-year-old daughter, you're going to escort me out for expressing my First Amendment rights."
"She can go with you," Hall said. Massie replied: "I'm not leaving."
The police officer arrested her shortly afterward. Massie's daughter, who had been sitting in the third row behind the lectern listening to her mother's remarks, ran after her.
Hall motioned to go into a closed session as Massie's screams for the officer to let her go could be heard in the background, video of the meeting shows. A closed session was already listed on the meeting agenda for the council to receive legal advice from the city attorney, Robert Wingo, who was at the meeting and spoke about an item before Massie in the final public comment.
Soon, photos and videos of her arrest appeared in news outlets across the state and country.
"I would have never thought in a million years getting up and talking about something as benign as a salary of an appointed official would have ever garnered the attention or the response that it had," Massie said.
In the weeks since her arrest, Massie has been explaining the events of the meeting to her daughter and two sons, who are 8 and 3 years old, trying to keep the details digestible for them. Recounting the incident, Massie said she felt "completely powerless," especially when it came to her daughter, who watched her arrest.
"I wanted nothing more than to just take her home," Massie said.
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Photos: The scene following a deadly shooting at Apalachee High School in Georgia
Multiple people were killed and injured in the Apalachee High School shooting in Winder, Ga.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-09-05
At least four people were killed and multiple people injured after a shooting Wednesday at a Barrow County high school, near Atlanta, the Georgia Bureau of Investigation announced, adding that a suspect was in custody. | Live updates

The scene near the site of Wednesday's shooting at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga. (Erik S. Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 



A parent arrives at the school. (Christian Monterrosa/AFP/Getty Images)



Drivers parked on the sides of a road near Apalachee High School after police blocked access points to the campus. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)



Police gather at the school. (Mike Stewart/AP)



A medical helicopter arrives after the shooting. (Mike Stewart/AP)



People watch law enforcement from the top of bleachers at the school's football field, where students were evacuated. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)



Police officers gather outside the school. (Erik S. Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 



Students and parents leave the grounds of Apalachee High School. (Mike Stewart/AP)



Law enforcement officers at the shooting scene. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)



Students wait to be picked up by their parents. (Megan Varner/Getty Images)



A law enforcement officer, left, at the scene of the shooting, the first deadly K-12 school shooting in Georgia since at least 1999. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)



People rest in the shade near the school. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)



Women embrace following the shooting. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)



Law enforcement officers work the scene. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)



Students walk off campus with their families. (Megan Varner/Getty Images)



Georgia Bureau of Investigation director Chris Hosey, left, speaks to the media. (Megan Varner/Getty Images)



A young girl and her mother watch as law enforcement and first responders surround the school. (Christian Monterrosa/AFP/Getty Images)



Police officers speak to a passerby driving in the area. (Erik S. Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 



Parents and students leave the campus after being reunited. (Christian Monterrosa/AFP/Getty Images)



People leave from Apalachee High School. (Mike Stewart/AP)



Student Gretchen Gierlach, 18, holds up a sign following the shooting. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)



An ambulance near the scene of the shooting at Apalachee High School. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)



People hold candles during a vigil at Jug Tavern Park in Winder following the shooting at Apalachee High School. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)



People attend the Jug Tavern Park vigil. (Elijah Nouvelage/Reuters)
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New Paxton lawsuit targets mail-in voter registrations in Texas's Bexar County
The lawsuit is the latest push by Texas's attorney general to target mail-in voter registrations. It comes as civil rights groups accuse Paxton of suppressing minority votes.
By Arelis R. Hernandez | 2024-09-04

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton speaks during the Conservative Political Action Conference, CPAC 2024, in Oxon Hill, Md., on Feb. 23. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


SAN ANTONIO -- Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton filed a lawsuit Wednesday against one of the state's largest urban counties to stop lawmakers there from using taxpayer dollars to mail thousands of voter registration applications to its unregistered residents.
Despite a warning from the attorney general, commissioners from Bexar County -- home to San Antonio -- approved a plan this week to pay Civic Government Solutions to send more than 200,000 forms to residents one month before the Texas registration deadline. It is the first time county leaders have contracted an outside company to send unsolicited registration forms to residents in an effort to boost voter participation.
Paxton is seeking an emergency order to block the plan, which he derided as an effort by Democrats to boost their own numbers. He said it will "create confusion, facilitate fraud, undermine confidence in elections" and is illegal. He also argued it will worsen existing voter registration backlogs and that the firm hired has known ties to Democratic causes and candidates, according to the lawsuit.
Commissioner Justin Rodriguez, who brought the idea to local leaders, said there was nothing nefarious about being proactive in increasing voter participation. The commissioners' attorney told them the plan was legal, he said.
"People have turned this into being some kind a partisan effort to get more Democrats registered. That was not the motivation," said Rodriguez, a Democrat. "We've got people who just need to get registered. We don't tell them who to vote for."
The dispute comes as tensions between officials in large, Democrat-leaning cities and state Republican leaders continue to escalate. Paxton and GOP lawmakers for years have sought to curb local control of elections and justify restrictive voter laws as a means of warding off potential voter fraud. But critics and Democrats have long contended the goal is to suppress votes in areas where they say demographics do not favor the ruling party. Texas is one of the most difficult places to vote, according to civil rights organizations, and is one of a few states without online or automatic registration.
Paxton has maintained an aggressive and consistent campaign against alleged voter fraud in Texas, launching investigations that rarely result in a trial or conviction. Latino civil rights organizations recently lambasted Paxton's office after investigators raided the homes of several older Hispanic political activists. Paxton opened a tip line in late August for Texans to report instances of noncitizen voting or fraud -- something experts say is extremely rare. Democratic lawmakers on Wednesday called for the U.S. Justice Department to investigate Paxton's office for civil rights violations.
"All of these things are meant to keep new people from becoming voters in Texas," said U.S. Rep. Joaquin Castro (D-Tex.), who represents parts of San Antonio and Bexar County. "If you've been winning elections for 20-plus years statewide, then you don't want new people to vote ... You want that voter profile in Texas to look exactly the same."
More than two dozen people testified against Bexar County's plan to spend nearly $400,000 to hire the company sending out the registration forms. Rodriguez learned about the firm Civic Government Solutions from colleagues in Harris County who were discussing a similar contract. The veteran commissioner thought such a plan also fit their growing county, where 60 percent of residents identify as Hispanic, when he introduced the idea in July.
"This is a county where people are moving in by the hundreds, if not thousands, on a monthly basis," Rodriguez said. "If there's a way we can do this to make it easier to get folks registered, why wouldn't we do that?"
But Commissioner Grant Moody, who voted against the voter outreach plan, said there are real reasons to be concerned that have nothing to do with increasing voter participation. He pointed to the company's CEO, Jeremy Smith, who also oversees another company that has worked with Democratic causes and initiatives.
Moody also noted that the county's elections administrator stated there were many nonprofit groups and state political parties already engaged in registering voters. This new effort, he said, will further burden an already-inundated elections office.
"To me, the process, the contract and the group chosen, and timing is all problematic," said Moody, a Republican. "Not only are we going to soon go forward with this $400,000 contract but we are also adding additional resources to our elections department and now funding to fight a lawsuit."
Harris County officials have been considering a similar plan to hire the same outside company to boost voter registration efforts. Paxton sent leaders in Harris and Bexar counties a letter earlier in the week warning local leaders that they would face repercussions if they were to proceed.
"That letter was an intimidation tactic which is consistent with the greater suppression efforts that he and Gov. Abbott have been undertaking," said Christian Menefee, the Harris County attorney. "It's no coincidence this comes just a couple of months before Election Day. We're not going to stoop to that level."
University of Houston political scientist Jeronimo Cortina said Paxton's rhetoric itself is damaging because it sows doubts about the integrity of Texas elections.
"Paxton may have a true belief of his interpretation of the law and conducting himself in a way trying to uphold the law," Cortina said. "But when we start chipping away and saying that our democratic processes are not fair and transparent, that has detrimental impact on people's trust in democracy and how it should function."
Molly Hennessy-Fiske in Houston contributed to this report.
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Mother, daughters exchange frantic texts during Georgia school shooting
The 14-year-old girl's message: "Mommy im scared."
By Laura Meckler | 2024-09-04

Abby, Isabella and mother Sonya Turner at an Atlanta Braves game in 2023. (Family photo) 


At 10:23 a.m. Wednesday, sophomore Abby Turner texted her mother from her second-period biology class at Apalachee High School. There was a lockdown at the school. It wasn't a drill.
Her mom asked where she was in the classroom.
"i can't explain it i'm shaking to much," Abby replied, according to text messages shared with The Washington Post.
Abby and her friends had heard banging outside. They opened the classroom door and saw police in the hallway, then ran to the back of the room and hid behind a long lab table.
"That's when I thought I heard shots," Abby, who is 15, said in an interview. "It was like quick."
Like an automatic weapon.
Her teacher gave everyone instructions in a voice that was soft but very direct: "Get down, be quiet, don't move, don't talk."
"I was nervous and couldn't breathe," Abby said. "I was just sitting with my friend, hugging her."
That's when she texted her mother. "I wanted to do it in case I couldn't do it later," she said. "It was my first instinct."
Reading these messages at home, Sonya Turner first called her husband to tell him something was up but that maybe, despite their older daughter's text, it was just a drill. Then she called back: "It's real, it's real, please go to the school," she told him. Derrick Turner took off, soon waiting near the perimeter while emergency vehicles sped onto the campus.
Turner heard from their younger daughter, who is a ninth-grader. Both she and her sister were safe but terrified. The three connected via a group text, one girl saying she didn't know what to do. Turner typed: "Pray...."
"I did. Like 8 times," answered Isabella Faith Turner, 14. Mom then texted the words of the Lord's Prayer and told the girls to keep praying. "I love you!" she added.
"I love you," Isabella responded. And then, "Mommy im scared."
"Dad is coming," Turner replied. "We are coming."
Turner spent part of the day waiting for news with another mother, a friend whose husband is in law enforcement and who was heading to the scene. That mom could not reach her son. "I'm watching her life fall apart," Turner said. Both were imagining the worst.
Finally, the other mom got through to him. "He was in the classroom where the first teacher was shot and killed," Turner said.
Turner had been resting at home Wednesday morning because of abdominal surgery she underwent about a week ago. While she knew her husband was already at the campus and would get to the girls as soon as he could, waiting was still torturous. She finally decided she had to go -- though she had to walk most of the mile and a half, because cars of arriving parents were parked the entire route from her house to the school and beyond.
The students had been moved into the football stadium to wait. There, Abby met up with a friend with a terrifying story.
"When I found her we were both crying," Abby said. Then her friend showed her the blood on her shoes. She told Abby she had tried to help after her teacher was shot.
"She said that nobody wanted to get up," Abby said.
Eventually, the two parents were reunited with their two daughters. The family all came home shaken.
"They're okay right now," Turner said. "But it hasn't hit them."
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Nicaragua frees 135 political prisoners after secret U.S. negotiations
Among those released are 13 members of a Texas-based evangelical organization. The prisoners were flown to Guatemala and can apply for U.S. residency. 
By Mary Beth Sheridan, Missy Ryan | 2024-09-05

Police stand next to a bus waiting for released Nicaraguan political prisoners upon their arrival at an air force base in Guatemala City on Thursday. (Johan Ordonez/AFP/Getty Images)


Nicaragua's dictatorial government on Thursday freed 135 political prisoners, including 13 members of a Texas-based evangelical Christian organization, in a secret operation negotiated by the Biden administration, officials announced.
The prisoners were flown to Guatemala, where they will be able to apply for legal status in the United States.
Nicaragua's government has launched a fierce crackdown on the Catholic church and other religious organizations, jailing priests and bishops, closing religious schools, and stripping charities and ministries of their legal standing.
President Daniel Ortega and his wife, Vice President Rosario Murillo, have accused Catholic clergy of supporting anti-government protests that swept the country in 2018. The government led a brutal crackdown on the demonstrators and has closed down more than 5,000 civic organizations, many of them religious. In recent months, it has intensified its repression of evangelical Christian groups.
Among those freed Thursday are 13 members of the Texas-based Mountain Gateway missionary organization, as well as Catholic laypeople and students, the White House said in a statement.
"It's a real, tangible example of what democracies can do, working together," John Kirby, a spokesman for the White House National Security Council, told reporters in a phone briefing Thursday.
Asked about the involvement in the prisoner release by Vice President Kamala Harris, who has led a Biden administration effort to deter migration by improving conditions in Central America, Kirby said it "all that stemmed right from the work that the vice president did on root causes." He declined to give details on Harris's role and described the effort as an administration-wide initiative. Harris is the Democratic nominee for president.
Thursday's operation marked the second time the Biden administration won the release of a large group of Nicaraguan political prisoners and flew them out of the country. Last year, the Nicaraguan government freed 222 inmates, including top opposition politicians and business leaders. They were taken to Washington.
Guatemalan President Bernardo Arevalo said in a tweet that his country "firmly rejects the threat of a return to the authoritarian era. Today we reaffirm this commitment and return the international solidarity that we have received so often, by taking in 135 Nicaraguan brothers and freed political prisoners."
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German police fatally shoot gunman near Israeli Consulate in Munich
The attacker fired several shots near the consulate and was killed by police. The incident happened on the anniversary of the 1972 Munich Olympics massacre.
By Kate Brady | 2024-09-05

German police fatally shot an armed man on Sept. 5 after he opened fire near the Israeli Consulate and a Nazi Documentation Center in central Munich.


BERLIN -- German police fatally shot an armed man Thursday morning in a shootout after he opened fire near the Israeli Consulate and a Nazi Documentation Center in central Munich.
Authorities assume that the shooter, an 18-year-old Austrian living in neighboring Austria, attempted a terrorist attack "with a connection to the Consulate General of the State of Israel," police said in a statement Thursday afternoon. A motive has not been confirmed.
Police asked residents to avoid the area around Karolinenplatz on Thursday because of a huge police operation, although there were no indications other suspects were involved.
Officers "responded with the appropriate weapons to the perpetrator, who was carrying a long gun and had fired a series of shots," Bavarian Interior Minister Joachim Herrmann told reporters earlier in the day. Authorities later said the weapon was an "older carbine" with a bayonet attached.
Video circulating on social media showed a gunman carrying a weapon matching the description from police. The daily Suddeutsche Zeitung reported that the location corresponded with that of the Israeli Consulate. Munich police spokesman Andreas Franken said five officers were involved in the exchange.

Officers patrol the area Thursday after police fatally shot a gunman near the Israeli Consulate in Munich. (Matthias Schrader/AP)


"Officers spotted a person who appeared to be carrying a firearm," police wrote on X. A police helicopter was also deployed to "get a better overview of the current situation from the air."
Police said they also found a parked car belonging to the shooter close to the scene.
The incident coincided with the anniversary of the 1972 Munich Olympics massacre. Eight members of the Palestinian militant organization Black September infiltrated the Olympic Village at the 1972 Summer Games and killed two members of the Israeli Olympic team. Nine others were taken hostage and later killed during a failed rescue attempt. A police officer was also killed.
In a statement on X, Talya Lador, the Israeli  consul general in Munich, thanked police for their actions and cooperation.
"This event shows how dangerous the rise of antisemitism is," Lador wrote. "It is important that the general public raises its voice against it. Our Consulate General was closed today to commemorate 52 years since the terrorist attack at the Olympic Games."
Israeli President Isaac Herzog spoke with German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier shortly after the incident. In a telephone call, both heads of state "expressed our joint condemnation and horror," Herzog wrote on X.
As a precautionary measure, the annual memorial event at Furstenfeldbruck Air Base for the 12 victims of the 1972 attack was canceled Thursday morning shortly before it was to begin.
Local media also reported that police significantly increased security at Munich's Ohel Jakob Synagogue, less than a mile from the incident. Patrol cars were parked at the entrance, and officers with submachine guns surrounded the building, the Suddeutsche Zeitung reported.
Bavarian Interior Minister Markus Soder said Munich "held its breath for a moment today." He thanked police for their "prudent, quick behavior," as well as residents who immediately informed police.
"Their cooperation was the reason that nothing worse happened," Soder said, before making a "promise of protection for Jewish fellow citizens."
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France's Macron picks Michel Barnier as prime minister, seeking to end deadlock
The French president named Michel Barnier, the European Union's former Brexit negotiator, nearly two months after elections that kept the far right from power but resulted in political deadlock.
By Ellen Francis, Annabelle Timsit | 2024-09-05

French President Emmanuel Macron, right, speaks with the European Union's chief Brexit negotiator, Michel Barnier, at the International Agriculture Fair in Paris. (Michel Euler/AP)


French President Emmanuel Macron named Michel Barnier, the European Union's former Brexit negotiator, as prime minister Thursday, nearly two months after legislative elections that kept the far right from power but left France in an unprecedented political deadlock.
The Elysee presidential palace said Macron tasked Barnier with "forming a unifying government in service of the country and the French people."
Barnier, 73, is well known in France and Europe as a traditional conservative who can work across party lines. He defended E.U. positions in contentious negotiations over the terms of Britain's exit from the bloc. He also served multiple terms as an E.U. commissioner and in previous French governments, including as environment minister and foreign minister. He sought to challenge Macron in the 2022 presidential election but failed to win his conservative party's nomination.
Acknowledging Thursday that the appointment came after "an unprecedented cycle of consultations," the Elysee said Barnier had the best chance of achieving political stability and garnering the broadest possible support.
The challenge for Macron is that his gamble in calling snap elections resulted in no alliance securing the 289 seats needed for a governing majority in the National Assembly, and while the president can pick a prime minister, the candidate must win the approval of lawmakers.
France is not used to coalition-building, and whoever Macron named risked facing a no-confidence motion that would immediately bring down the new government.
The New Popular Front -- a broad left-wing alliance that papered over internal differences to block the far right -- had argued that its preferred candidate, little-known civil servant Lucie Castets, should be prime minister after it won the most seats in the elections.
But the far-right National Rally -- which came in third in the elections but with the clout of 143 seats -- had vowed to block any prime minister candidate from the left.
Thursday's decision could end weeks of uncertainty during which Macron's ministers remained in office as a caretaker government without much power, while an October deadline to present a new budget looms.
Some far-left figures indicated that they might still try block Barnier. France Unbowed leader Jean-Luc Melenchon posted on X that Macron "stole the election from the French people."
But Barnier can count on backing by the centrist and conservative camps. He could then garner enough support in the splintered National Assembly if Marine Le Pen's populist, anti-immigrant National Rally party does not move to censure him, analysts said.
"The next most important question is whether Le Pen will play ball," said Mujtaba Rahman, managing director for Europe at the Eurasia Group consultancy. "I suspect she will but will require some commitments."
Le Pen suggested Thursday that she could get on board. The National Rally wanted to hear more about Barnier's policy program, she posted on X, and wanted reassurances "that the aspirations of our voters, who represent a third of the French, are heard and respected."
This is the first time Le Pen's National Rally held such sway in the choice of a French prime minister, said Rym Momtaz, editor in chief of Carnegie Europe's Strategic Europe. "Macron's snap election gamble has given the far-right, the party he had promised to diminish and weaken, its biggest parliamentary bloc ever, and a kingmaker role it could only dream of," she said.
The new government's purpose will be to pass a budget, and its chances for surviving beyond that remains in question, Momtaz said. "France is on track for one of its most politically unstable years in recent memory."
Although presidential and legislative elections are separate in France, they typically happen in close succession, with the same political winds boosting the winning presidential candidate and lawmakers from the same party. That has enabled Macron and most presidents before him to secure support for prime ministers from their own coalitions.
This is a highly unusual case. The elections are out of sync. Macron's term as president runs until May 2027, but he called early legislative elections after his coalition was trounced by the far right in voting for the European Parliament. And after his party won the second most seats for the National Assembly in July, thanks in part to deals with the left, he needed to look further afield for a prime minister.
Barnier is a longtime member of France's main conservative party, the Republicans. He shares some political beliefs with Macron, particularly about European ideals and about fiscal discipline in France, and both men have moved right on some immigration and security issues.
The two also now claim the Olympics as among the successes of their careers. Macron was a leading champion of the just-concluded Summer Olympics and still ongoing Paralympics in Paris. As a young lawmaker, Barnier led the successful quest to bring the 1992 Winter Olympics to his native Albertville in the southeast French region of Savoy.
"But they have also had deep disagreements and don't come from the same political family," Momtaz said.
When campaigning for president, Barnier objected to Macron's brusque and top-down style. He called for greater de-centralization of power and "more respect for parliament, the social partners, the regions and the municipalities." 
As prime minister, Barnier would be "a safe pair of hands in the sense that he's known in Europe, known to market participants," Rahman said. "But he hasn't been particularly involved in domestic French politics for a very long time."
At 73, Barnier is the oldest to take office as French prime minister, according to Le Monde. He follows Gabriel Attal, the youngest.
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Ukraine taps former ambassador Andrii Sybiha as top diplomat
The replacement of prominent Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba comes amid a wide-ranging government reshuffle ahead of the president's trip to the United States.
By Siobhan O'Grady | 2024-09-05

Andrii Sybiha, right, then deputy head of Ukraine's presidential office, listens with other officials as President Volodymyr Zelensky and German Chancellor Olaf Scholz speak on May 14, 2023, in Berlin. (Sean Gallup/Getty Images)


KYIV -- Ukraine's parliament voted Thursday to appoint Andrii Sybiha, the country's former ambassador to Turkey and past deputy head of the presidential office, as the country's foreign minister, just hours after accepting the resignation of his predecessor, Dmytro Kuleba.
A cabinet reshuffle this week, which saw several top officials submit resignations -- and in some cases be quickly appointed to positions elsewhere in the leadership -- comes as President Volodymyr Zelensky faces what he has acknowledged will be a critical period in the war.
Thirty months into Moscow's full-scale invasion, Russian troops are advancing in the east, Ukrainian troops control a swath of land in Russia, energy infrastructure is badly damaged across Ukraine, and looming U.S. elections could affect a partnership that has, until now, been key to Kyiv's fight.
"This week, next week and all of September must be productive for all of us," Zelensky said in his nightly address Wednesday, adding that important meetings are being planned to discuss Ukraine's security.
On Friday, Zelensky is scheduled to attend a meeting of defense ministers from the Ramstein group, which supplies arms to Ukraine, according to the German magazine Spiegel. Later this month, he plans to attend the U.N. General Assembly in New York.
The cabinet reshuffle, which Zelensky said is meant to inject new "energy" into the country's leadership, is not expected to spur any major policy changes.
Kuleba had served as Ukraine's chief diplomat since 2020, and for more than two years of full-scale war, he traveled the world pleading for more weapons, air defense and support for Ukraine to counter Russia's invasion. But he was often overshadowed by Zelensky's chief of staff, Andriy Yermak, who oversaw many key international relationships.
Kuleba's past public messaging, in which he has candidly outlined partners' perceived shortcomings, will probably continue as Ukraine requests more support. This week, Kyiv has pointed to attacks across the country killing dozens of people in a matter of days as evidence it needs more air defense systems and more Western weapons, as well as loosened restrictions on how those weapons can be used.
Sybiha, a senior diplomat, left his role as Yermak's deputy earlier this year to serve as deputy foreign minister. He was ambassador to Turkey from 2016 to 2021, an experience likely seen as an asset because of the critical role Turkey plays in the war.
A NATO country that also maintains ties to Russia, Turkey recently applied to join BRICS, a group of emerging nations founded in part by Russia. Its application marks the first time a NATO country and European Union candidate has applied to join the group.
But Turkey has also maintained ties with Ukraine. In March 2022, it held unsuccessful peace talks with leaders from both sides in Istanbul. Last month, Ankara and Kyiv ratified a free-trade agreement after years of disagreements over key details.
"Turkey can become a strong country, prosperous and respected, if it simultaneously develops relations with the East and West," President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said Saturday.
Zelensky may bring Sybiha with him on his trip this month to the United States, where he has said he hopes to unveil a "victory plan" to President Joe Biden.
The upcoming presidential election in the United States has left Ukraine on uncertain footing. Former president Donald Trump has not outlined any clear plan for handling the war, and his vice-presidential nominee, Sen. JD Vance (Ohio), opposed a bill in February that included a large aid package for Ukraine.
Ukraine blamed delays in U.S. support at that time for the fall of Avdiivka, a key eastern city where Ukrainian forces were outgunned. The fall of Avdiivka paved the way for Russian forces to advance steadily on the key transit hub of Pokrovsk, where emergency civilian evacuations are now underway amid fierce fighting just outside the city.
Other major appointments were made in Ukraine's parliament Thursday, with Olha Stefanishyna, who resigned two days ago as deputy prime minister overseeing Ukraine's accession to the E.U., returning to that position and also becoming justice minister.
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Woman testifies husband drugged her for years, recruited dozens to rape her
The alleged victim told a court in Avignon, France, that her husband and the 51 other men accused in the case of raping her while she was unconscious destroyed her identity. 
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-09-05

French police officers walk in the Avignon courthouse before the trial of Dominique Pelicot in Avignon, France, on Thursday. (Lewis Joly/AP)


For about a decade, prosecutors allege, her husband drugged her and recruited men online to rape her while she was unconscious -- leaving her with troubling gaps in her memory and other lingering physical and psychological scars she couldn't explain.
On Thursday, in a court in Avignon, France, the alleged victim told her story.
Standing in front of her now ex-husband, Dominique Pelicot, and some of the dozens of men accused of raping her between 2011 and 2020, she told judges how her world -- and her identity -- crumbled around her when police told her what happened to her.
"Inside, I am a field of ruins," she said in court Thursday on the fourth day of her ex-husband's trial, which is set to last until Dec. 20.
The extraordinary and sordid allegations at the heart of this trial have sent shock waves through the French public -- as did the alleged victim's request Monday for the trial to take place publicly, with members of the press and others present. One of her lawyers, Stephane Babonneau, previously told The Washington Post that she wanted the world to know what had happened to her. She has since divorced Pelicot and changed her last name, Babonneau said. Although The Post typically does not name victims of sex crimes, in this instance the woman asked to be identified by her married name, Gisele Pelicot. She is 72.
Dominique Pelicot does not deny any of the facts of the case, according to his lawyer, Beatrice Zavarro, who told journalists that Thursday's court hearing will be the first time he will be confronted with his ex-wife's "anger."
"I think it's a moment he's dreading," Zavarro said, according to French television station BFM.
The alleged victim took the stand around 9 a.m. Thursday. She said that for her, everything began on Sept. 19, 2020, when her then-husband told her he had been caught filming three women under their skirts in a public venue. She was shocked, she recounted -- "in 50 years of life together, he never made any obscene gestures." But she decided to move past it. "I tell him, 'This time, I will forgive you, but there will be no next time. You will have to apologize to these women,'" she said, according to BFMTV. "I could not imagine the extent of what I would discover next."
Following Pelicot's arrest on charges of upskirting, as the crime is known, police seized his laptop, phones and other devices, where they found hundreds of photos and videos allegedly showing his wife being sexually assaulted by multiple men, Babonneau previously told The Post. Police also found photos of the couple's daughter and two daughters-in-law that appeared to have been taken without consent while they were in the bathroom or sleeping, he said.
Less than two months later, the couple was summoned to a police station near their home about 20 miles northeast of Avignon in southern France. There, officers showed her photos of herself, dressed in clothes she did not recognize, with men she did not recognize, according to her lawyer.
"My world falls apart," she told the court Thursday while recounting that day. "Everything I built with Mr. Pelicot collapses. Three children, seven grandchildren, a close-knit couple," she said, according to BFMTV. In that moment, all she wanted to do was "disappear," she said.
She told the judges that she watched all the recordings that her ex-husband allegedly made of her being raped while she was unconscious. She criticized any attempt to characterize the footage as "sex scenes," saying, "They are rape scenes."
"When you see this woman, drugged, mistreated, dead on a bed -- of course the body is not cold, it is warm, but I am like dead," she said. "These men are defiling me, taking advantage of me."
"I was sacrificed on the altar of vice," she added.
Police believe that at least 72 men raped the alleged victim a total of at least 92 times, with some men returning to rape her up to six times. They say Dominique Pelicot laid out strict rules, including that the men should not smell of perfume or smoke that might jog his wife awake, and that they should not wear condoms, Babonneau previously told The Post.
According to French media, more than half of the 51 men accused in the case have acknowledged the charges against them but claim they did not know the woman was drugged and had not consented. Some have said they thought the couple were swingers living out a sexual fantasy. Dominique Pelicot has said the men were all aware that his wife was drugged and unconscious, according to Le Monde.
Emmanuelle Piet, president of the Feminist Collective Against Rape, a French advocacy group, said this case is unique because the alleged rapes were meticulously recorded and catalogued. Many victims of rapes committed with the use of drugs do not remember what happened to them, Piet told The Post in an interview Thursday. When they do report to law enforcement, they are often not taken seriously, she said.
"There is a culture of denial of violence against women, even more so a culture of denial of rape," Piet said. Rape committed using drugs -- a form of "chemical submission," as it's known in France -- is even less accepted, she added.
There has been greater awareness of chemical submission in France since last year, when a lawmaker, Sandrine Josso, accused a colleague in Parliament, Joel Guerriau, of drugging her in his apartment, where she said she went to celebrate his reelection. After she realized she had been drugged, she said she left the scene to go to a hospital and later filed a complaint with police. Guerriau was detained on suspicion of drugging Josso so he could sexually assault her. His lawyer, Remi-Pierre Drai, said in a statement at the time that his client was "not a predator" and claimed without elaborating that "a handling error" caused Josso to feel sick.
Josso, who has since fought in Parliament for greater recognition of chemical submission in France, said in a post on X on Wednesday that she was traveling to Avignon to attend Dominique Pelicot's trial and to stand with the alleged victim and her family.
"Shame and fear must change sides," she said.
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Russia dismisses charges of election meddling; Putin claims he backs Harris
Despite calling the U.S. charges of interference nonsense, Russian officials have publicly celebrated attempts to influence the American public.
By Robyn Dixon, Catherine Belton | 2024-09-05

Russian President Vladimir Putin claimed to support Vice President Kamala Harris over Donald Trump in the election.


The Kremlin on Thursday denied attempts to influence the American election after the U.S. Justice Department indicted two employees of state-owned RT network, alleging a covert operation to influence public opinion and sow social divisions through Russian propaganda.
The Treasury Department on Wednesday sanctioned 10 Russians and two Russian entities over malign efforts to influence the November election, and U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland described Russian and other foreign disinformation as "a bigger threat than it ever was before."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov dismissed the indictments as "nonsense."
He accused the United States of repressing journalists to quash a "truth" that it did not like. "This is not the first time that Russia has been blamed for interfering into America's elections," Peskov said in a message answering questions from The Washington Post. "Well of course it's nonsense. We're not interfering."
"Our media are doing their job. They're just reporting. They're reporting the truth, but unfortunately Americans do not like uncomfortable truth for them, and should it appear, they immediately implement repressions against it. This is the reality."
Peskov's statement comes against a backdrop of Russia's own practice of jailing journalists, dissidents, activists and ordinary citizens posting about the war in Ukraine or criticizing the regime.

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the plenary session of the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok, Russia, on Thursday. (Vyacheslav Prokofyev/AP)


As Peskov denied election interference, President Vladimir Putin claimed to be supporting Vice President Kamala Harris in the race -- despite the revelations from one of the indictments and a related set of charges that linked Russia's efforts to supporting the Republican Party in the election.
"We had Biden as a favorite, but he was dropped from the race. He recommended that all his supporters should back Harris, so we will, too," Putin said at the Eastern Economic Forum in Vladivostok, in Russia's Far East.
Harris "has such an infectious laugh that it says she's doing well," Putin said, adding that as a result she might refrain from sanctioning Russia.
The Justice Department on Wednesday unsealed a 32-page federal indictment accusing the two RT employees, Kostiantyn Kalashnikov and Elena Afanasyeva, of conducting a money-laundering operation that spent nearly $10 million on efforts to covertly influence American public opinion, notably blaming Ukraine for the war with Russia.
In a separate legal action, U.S. prosecutors seized 32 Russian-controlled internet domains that were used in a state-controlled operation called "Doppelganger" to undermine international support for Ukraine and promote its preferred outcome in the U.S. presidential election.
The 277-page indictment over the Doppelganger campaign contains documents previously reported on by The Washington Post. The documents show that Kremlin first deputy chief of staff Sergei Kiriyenko directed a network of political strategists to promote American isolationism, stir fear over the United States' border security and attempt to amplify U.S. economic and racial tensions to undermine support for Ukraine.
The indictment includes additional documents by the same political strategists clearly showing the Kremlin campaign aims to bolster support for Moscow's preferred political party, redacted as "U.S. Political Party A." The earlier documents reported on by The Post make clear that this is the Republican Party.
One, titled "The Good Old USA Project," states that the goal is "to secure victory of U.S. Political Party A candidate (Candidate A or one of his current internal party opponents) at the US Presidential elections to be held in November of 2024."
The Treasury and State departments on Wednesday also announced sanctions on Russian individuals and entities it accused of "malign influence efforts targeting the 2024 U.S. presidential election." Among them was one of the Kremlin's most prominent propagandists, RT editor in chief Margarita Simonyan.
Peskov said Russia would develop retaliatory measures in response to the sanctioning of Russian state media. He said the measures could not be symmetrical but that decisions would be made soon regarding the spread of U.S. media news in Russia.
Russia's foreign propaganda and disinformation operations play an increasing important role in Putin's efforts to rebuild Russia as a great global power, amplifying divisions in the West and winning support in the Global South where pro-Kremlin narratives have gained significant traction. A key objective of the operations has been to weaken military support for Ukraine.
Another of the documents in the Doppelganger indictment lays out the Kremlin strategists' plans to create a "U.S. Social Media Influencers Network" that would give explicit support for the Republican Party and some of its members' stances questioning assistance for Ukraine.
"The U.S. Political Party A is currently advancing a relatively pro-Russian agenda. That could be exploited by posing as ardent U.S. Political Party A and relaying the part of their agenda that coincides with ours," the document states. "One example would be the financial and military support to Ukraine."
Since Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Russian officials from Putin down have spoken openly of an "information war" being waged between Russia and the West, while denying interference in the politics of foreign countries.
But a 2019 report by special counsel Robert S. Mueller III found that Russia launched an information war that included interference in the 2016 elections to boost Trump's candidacy, and efforts have continued to spread Kremlin propaganda narratives that sow doubt and disinformation in the West.
In sanctioning Simonyan and others, the Treasury Department described her as "a central figure in Russian government malign influence efforts."
When the news broke, Simonyan posted on Telegram: "Oh. They woke me up!" She followed up with another post, "Great work, team."
Despite Kremlin denials of interference, Simonyan has frequently boasted on state television about RT's ongoing efforts to sow pro-Kremlin narratives in the United States. Peskov did not answer a question on the apparent contradiction between the Kremlin's position and Simonyan's statements.
In a March interview, Simonyan described how RT created hundreds of information outlets, opening new ones whenever U.S. authorities shuttered them, in what she called an "information war."
"We create many sources of information that are not tied to us. While the CIA tries to figure out that they're tied to us, they already have an enormous audience. Sometimes they find them and close them down," she said.
"It happens with us that you wake up in the morning and 600 channels are gone, immediately. But while they're closing them, we've already made new ones. This is how we chase each other. It's even fun."
"War is not fun, but with an information war you can have fun," she added, laughing heartily.
In a January interview she said it was "too optimistic" to hope that the United States was on the edge of a civil war or social collapse, adding that Russia has to face the prospect of America leading the world "like an elephant in a china shop" for many years to come.
"We, without question, have seriously destabilized this china shop. I mean this ridiculous, illogical, egotistical and unjust world order that has existed since 1991 after the disintegration of the Soviet Union," she said referring to Russia's view of U.S. global hegemony.
David Nakamura contributed to this report
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War within a war: Israel takes aim at Hamas militants in Lebanon
Officials and experts in Lebanon say Israel's assassination campaign against Palestinian militants has brought Hamas and Hezbollah closer together.
By Susannah George, Suzan Haidamous | 2024-09-05

Workers remove a vehicle at the site that was targeted by a drone attack, in Sidon, southern Lebanon, 26 August 2024. (Str/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


SIDON, Lebanon -- Hamas operative Nidal Hleihel was sitting in his car last month outside an apartment block in this Lebanese port city when he heard a loud crack above him. Spooked, he said, he scrambled out of the vehicle. He had just reached a nearby stairwell when the Israeli missile struck.
His sport utility vehicle went up in flames as a crowd began to gather. Hleihel, cut deeply by shrapnel but still alive, was rushed from the scene.
The attack was part of an intensifying Israeli assassination campaign against Palestinian militants in Lebanon -- a war within a war that has been largely obscured by escalating exchanges of fire between the Israel Defense Forces and Hezbollah. Most of the Palestinians targeted are mid-level members of Hamas, involved in finance or logistics, but a January strike in Beirut's southern suburbs killed Saleh Arouri, a senior political figure who helped found the group's military wing.
"All Palestinian factions in Lebanon should be aware that at any moment, anyone could be assassinated," Ayman Shanaa, Hamas's deputy political chief in Lebanon, told The Washington Post.
The IDF says it is targeting people involved in advancing attacks on Israel, either in collaboration with Hezbollah or independently, a testament to the long reach of Israeli intelligence. Officials and experts in Lebanon say the strikes have pushed Hamas closer to Hezbollah, the much larger group that is this country's dominant military and political force.
"This is going to define the future of Hamas in Lebanon in a way which it is going to be even more dependent on Iranian and Hezbollah assistance and oversight," said Emile Hokayem, a Middle East analyst at the International Institute for Strategic Studies in London.
Hamas and Hezbollah share a common enemy in Israel and a common patron in Iran. But their ideological roots are divergent -- Hamas is a Sunni militant group and Hezbollah is Shiite -- and at times their alliance has been uneasy.
Hamas has maintained a presence in Lebanon since the 1990s, mostly confined to the country's Palestinian refugee camps -- dense, sprawling urban neighborhoods where Lebanese security forces are rarely seen. Operatives provide logistical support to fellow militants in the West Bank and Gaza and launch occasional cross-border attacks against Israel, though not on the same scale as Hezbollah, which has traded near-daily fire with the IDF for almost 11 months.
Since Oct. 7, when Hamas fighters killed about 1,200 people in southern Israel and dragged some 250 hostages back to Gaza, analysts say the group's popularity has surged among the Palestinian community here. Lebanon is home to an estimated 250,000 Palestinian refugees, according to the United Nations. They are banned from applying for citizenship, owning land or voting and face barriers to employment. Many still live in camps, which provide militant groups with a steady stream of recruits.
The largest is Ein El Hilweh, on the outskirts of Sidon, where Hamas is strongest and where a number of assassinations have occurred. Thousands of mourners filled the camp's narrow streets on Aug. 10 for the funeral of Hamas official Samer al-Hajj, killed the day before in an Israeli drone strike.
"With our blood and souls, we will sacrifice ourselves for you," the crowds chanted. "We lost the most precious beloved."

Mourners carry the coffin of Samer al-Hajj in Ein El Hilweh last month. (Mohammad Zaatari/AP)


Weeks later, a missile strike in Sidon killed Khalil al-Maqdah, who Israel said worked with Hezbollah and Iran's Revolutionary Guard to plan attacks in the West Bank. Maqdah belonged to the armed wing of Fatah, Hamas's chief political rival in the Palestinian territories, but he supported the "unity of fronts," or cooperation between armed groups.
"This martyrdom is a badge of honor for all the resistance axis," his brother Munir, also a Lebanon-based militant, said in a television interview hours after the strike.
Most of the Palestinians killed by Israeli drone strikes in Lebanon are "not high-ranking guys, they're middle management," said a former Lebanese security official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive security matters. "Israel is sending a message that its war against Hamas has no borders."
Sidon's mayor, Hazem Khodr Bdeir, said that he is concerned about the growing violence but that the country's collapsing economy is a more pressing issue. "We don't like it, but we are used to it," he said.
Mohamad Karfakan, head of the city's civil defense, said his team has responded to numerous drone attacks. Hezbollah members regularly show up, along with Lebanese military and other state security forces, he said.
The group often sets up the security perimeter, shooing away curious onlookers and sometimes first responders. After the drone strike that injured Hleihel, Karfakan said, he was whisked away by Hezbollah representatives, who appeared eager to control the narrative.
"They did not want anyone to take photos of the injured person or the area," he said.
Israeli strikes since October have killed 21 Palestinian militants in Lebanon, according to a Post tally, a small fraction of the more than 400 Hezbollah fighters killed over the same period. But the IDF's constant back-and-forth with Hezbollah has provided cover to go after Palestinian operatives on Lebanese territory, which would once have been seen as a major provocation.
"Before, we would have feared such a strike would cause a war, but we are already in a war," said Yoram Schweitzer, head of the program on terrorism and low-intensity conflict at Israel's Institute for National Security Studies. "The location doesn't give them immunity anymore."
Israel invested heavily in intelligence operations in Lebanon in the aftermath of its 2006 war with Hezbollah, including the development of robust files on Palestinian militants in the country, according to a Lebanese official, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
Hamas officials in Lebanon say they are urging members to limit their movements, as well as the use of cellphones, which they suspect are being used to track them.

Palestinian fighters hold a picture of Khalil al-Maqdah, a senior militant from Fatah's armed wing who was killed in an Israeli strike, near Sidon before his funeral last month. (Mahmoud Zayyat/AFP/Getty Images)


As Israeli strikes drive Hamas leaders further underground, analysts predict the group will become more dependent on Hezbollah for security -- but also more powerful as a fighting force within Lebanon.
"The assassinations will give Hamas more legitimacy," said Mohanad Hage Ali, a research director at the Carnegie Middle East Center in Beirut. "More sympathy means they'll be able to recruit more."
Eventually, he said, "this campaign will backfire."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/09/05/hamas-lebanon-israel-hezbollah-war/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Ugandan Olympic runner dies after being set on fire by ex-boyfriend
Rebecca Cheptegei is the third high-profile athlete to be killed in a domestic violence incident in Kenya.
By Katharine Houreld, Rael Ombuor | 2024-09-05

Uganda's Rebecca Cheptegei in action during the women's marathon final in Budapest on Aug. 26, 2023. (Dylan Martinez/Reuters)


NAIROBI -- A Ugandan Olympic athlete based in Kenya died after being set on fire by her ex-boyfriend, her father said on Thursday, the latest incident in an epidemic of domestic violence against female athletes in this East African nation.
"We are in so much pain," said her father Joseph Cheptegei, describing how he rushed to the hospital in Eldoret, western Kenya, after receiving a call from doctors at 5:30 a.m. but got there too late to say goodbye to his daughter, runner Rebecca Cheptegei.
Cheptegei told The Washington Post that his daughter had reported the man, whom he and a neighbor referred to as her ex-boyfriend, to the police several times for domestic violence, including last Friday. The family was told to return to see police on Monday, but on Sunday the man, who was been identified as Dickson Nidema, returned with a machete, doused her in gasoline and set her alight in front of her daughters, ages 9 and 11, he said.
"Rebecca was coming from church with her two children, and it was just after 3 p.m.," he said, citing a conversation with her after she was hospitalized. "It was about to rain so they started removing the clothes from the line, and Rebecca was at the chicken house ... the guy came to the chicken area with petrol and poured it on her back, when Rebecca turned around, he poured some more and lit a fire. The children saw everything, even as their mother was burning."

Joseph Cheptegei, father of Ugandan athlete Rebecca Cheptegei, speaks in Eldoret, Kenya, on Thursday. (Reuters)


It was not the first time he had attacked her, he said.
"In January this year, he beat Rebecca, and he wanted to cut her up but Rebecca was saved by her brother," Cheptegei said. "We reported to the police ... the police did not handle this matter well, they were so slow."
Paul Songok, a police officer with the Department of Criminal Investigation in Trans-Nzoia county, confirmed that the family had lodged complaints of attacks and threats at the local police station but said the most recent complaint referred to a land dispute.
Earlier this week, police commander Jeremiah ole Kosiom told reporters that the suspect, whom he identified as Nidema, set her on fire after a disagreement, and had also sustained burns and was now in the hospital. The Post was unable to reach Nidema for comment.
The father's account was confirmed by a neighbor, Simon Kiptoek, 35. He said Cheptegei had left Nidema in January following an argument over his alleged infidelity, and sought help fleeing from him. He witnessed the immediate aftermath of the most recent attack and told The Post that the suspect had also spilled petrol on himself as he tried to pour more fuel onto her and been badly burned.
He said neighbors heard her screaming after she was set ablaze and had tried to extinguish the fire by rolling her in dirt before hurrying her to a nearby compound to douse her in a water tank.
Neighbors took her to hospital on a motorbike. Nidema took himself to hospital, Kiptoek said.
The murder follows the high-profile killings of other female long-distance runners in Kenya's elite running town of Iten, some 20 miles from Eldoret: Kenyan Agnes Jebet Tirop, 25, whose husband was charged with her murder after she was stabbed to death in 2021; and Damaris Muthee Mutua, a 28-year-old Kenyan found strangled in 2022. Police launched a manhunt after her boyfriend, an Ethiopian runner, fled. He has not been found.

Agnes Tirop of Kenya smiles after winning the women's 1500-meter race at the IAAF Diamond League meeting at Stockholm Olympic Stadium in Stockholm in 2019. (Fredrik Sandberg/AP)


In Kenya, the average salary is around $200 per month. So the big cash prizes and sponsorship deals landed by top athletes often attract partners who want to control the athlete's wealth, said marathon runner Viola Cheptoo of Tirop's Angels, a charity set up by athletes after the young runner's murder to combat gender-based violence.
"The abusers sometimes come in first as coaches," she said, adding they were often easily able to manipulate young and inexperienced athletes. "Most of the time these relationships lead to abuse and manipulation."
A Bloomberg investigation published last year unearthed dozens of other cases of alleged domestic abuse, violence and property theft involving female athletes in Iten. They included allegations by long-distance runner Lucy Njeri that in 2022, she was abducted by hit men hired by her husband after a property dispute. He didn't respond to requests for comment by Bloomberg and The Post was unable to reach him.

Motorcyclists pass under a town sign in Iten, an elite running town some 160 miles northwest of Nairobi, in 2021. (Casmir Oduor/AFP/Getty Images)


Another female runner, Lucy Kabuu, said her former partner, a Nairobi policeman, attacked her several times in front of their daughter, threatened to shoot her and sold their properties without her consent. She first filed police complaints in 2014; the case is still ongoing.
Rebecca Cheptegei had originally moved to Kenya from Uganda because of violence in her home area, her father said, and bought land near the training grounds in Eldoret, where, like Iten, high altitude and a fierce running culture has produced a slew of Olympic champions. In Kenya, she met a man who quickly tried to take control of her property and house, he said.
"Whenever Rebecca came with things or had things he wanted to be the one that keeps or takes it away. That's why they fought," he said. "Rebecca told me that the man wanted to take away her property."
He said that his daughter had broken up with Nidema, but said Cheptegei, who holds the women's Ugandan marathon record, did not perform well at the Paris Olympics because she was so worried about his threats, her father said.
"She left for the Olympics when she was so stressed because this man was disturbing her, that's why she probably did not perform well," he said. "I have 13 children, Rebecca was the second-born and the whole family depended on her," he said. "She was our pillar because we are poor and she was our only hope."
Kenya's Ministry of Gender, Culture, the Arts and Heritage did not respond to requests for comment about how many domestic violence cases were reported, or rates of arrests and prosecutions. Most court cases face a backlog of many years. 
The U.N. says that nearly a quarter of Kenyan women experienced intimate partner violence last year; that rises to 38 percent if measured over a lifetime. 
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New Zealand's Maori celebrate new era as 27-year-old queen is anointed
Nga Wai Hono i te Po Paki takes on the ceremonial role amid heightened tensions with the conservative government, which is rolling back "race-based" policies.
By Michael E. Miller | 2024-09-05

Nga Wai Hono i te Po Paki, the newly crowned Maori queen, attends the funeral of her father in Ngaruawahia, New Zealand, on Thursday. (DJ Mills/AFP/Getty Images)


SYDNEY -- New Zealand's Maori crowned a new monarch on Thursday, selecting 27-year-old Nga Wai Hono i te Po Paki to succeed her late father as unifying leader of the country's Indigenous people, a decision celebrated as the dawning of a new era for Maori.
Her ascension to the throne -- following a week of emotional funeral proceedings for King Tuheitia, who died last week after 18 years in the largely ceremonial role -- comes at a time of growing tension between Maori and the country's conservative government, which is rapidly rolling back "race-based" policies designed to address systemic inequality in New Zealand.
But some Maori say the new queen's blend of modernity and tradition -- she is Gen Z but also has a traditional moko kauae, or face tattoo -- will help, especially because most Maori are under 40.

New Zealand's Maori crowned 27-year-old Nga Wai Hono i te Po Paki as the new queen, during her father, King Tuheitia's funeral on Sept. 5.


"This is more than a generational shift," Shane Jones, a member of Parliament who is Maori but is part of New Zealand First, one of the coalition partners rolling back policies that have benefited Indigenous people, told the New Zealand Herald. "She will be the face of renewal."
As a former British colony and still a member of the British Commonwealth realm, New Zealand's official monarch is King Charles III. But Maori, who make up about 17 percent of the population, have recognized their own monarch since 1858.

Nga Wai Hono i te Po rides in a waka canoe toward Mount Taupiri for her father's burial Thursday. (DJ Mills/AFP/Getty Images)


On Thursday, Nga Wai Hono i te Po was anointed with sacred oils and blessed with the same Bible used to crown the first Maori king.
She was chosen to become the eighth Maori monarch by a council of 12 male elders following the death last week of her father, Kiingi Tuheitia Pootatau Te Wherowhero VII. The council overlooked her two older brothers, although the crown is not automatically inherited and could have passed outside the family. Her grandmother, Te Atairangikaahu, was the first Maori queen, until her death in 2006.
Thursday's ascension capped a decade-long rise to prominence for the 27-year-old. She was a teenager when, in 2016, she received her traditional face tattoo along with her mother and another relative, former foreign minister Nanaia Mahuta, to celebrate Tuheitia's 10th year on the throne, RNZ reported.
The queen taught kapa haka, or Maori performing arts, while attending the University of Waikato and has a master's degree in Maori cultural studies from the same institution.
In 2020, she was appointed to the Waitangi National Trust, a body that advises on the signing place of the Treaty of Waitangi, the 1840 governance agreement between the British Crown and Maori that underpins claims of Maori sovereignty.
In a university interview, she described how shaped she was by her Maori identity.
"I walk around my house, and I see a taiaha," or traditional Maori weapon, she said. "I go home to my parents' house, and my little nephew is there, and he's trying to do the haka [dance]. So it is just everywhere. I've been brought up in it, I am it."

Maori participate in the funeral of Kiingi Tuheitia on Thursday. (DJ Mills/AFP/Getty Images)


Former prime minister Chris Hipkins, leader of the main opposition Labour Party, praised the new monarch for having "an incredible wealth" of knowledge about her culture, adding the queen would be "committed to looking after her people."
Her leadership could be tested by intense friction with the conservative government, however.
After paying his respects to Tuheitia earlier in the week, Prime Minister Christopher Luxon wrote on social media that he welcomed the new queen, "who carries forward the mantle of leadership left by her father." He is on a visit to Asia and did not attend the burial.
But Luxon's coalition government is often accused of being "anti-Maori" and was booed and heckled during a February meeting with Maori leaders.
The government has said it wants to end "race-based" policies and minimize Maori language in the public service. It quickly scrapped a Maori health agency. And it has also pledged to review the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi.
The libertarian ACT Party, a junior coalition partner, wants to go further, pushing for a referendum on the treaty and calling Maori co-governance undemocratic.
Maori have been disadvantaged ever since the treaty was signed, experts say, leading to their overrepresentation in unemployment, poverty and crime statistics and to worse health and education outcomes than the White population's.
In January, Nga Wai Hono i te Po stood at her father's side as the king summoned thousands of Maori to discuss the government's plan.
"The best protest we can do right now is be Maori, be who we are, live our values," Tuheitia said. "Just be Maori, Maori all day, every day, we are here, we are strong."
On Thursday, thousands of Maori gathered once more, this time to watch warriors paddle the king's coffin down the Waikato River to the sacred Taupiri mountain, where he would be buried.
The queen accompanied the coffin. And as the two monarchs passed -- father and daughter, past and future -- mourners gathered along the riverbanks to perform a haka.
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A tax on tourism? To visit these destinations, it'll cost you extra. 
New Zealand announced it is nearly tripling its tourist tax, joining places from Venice to Bali, Indonesia, that are trying to offset overtourism.
By Rachel Pannett | 2024-09-05
WELLINGTON, New Zealand -- Tourist taxes are increasingly being deployed by authorities around the world as a way to tackle "overtourism."
New Zealand this week announced it is nearly trebling its visitor fee, introduced in 2019 to help protect the country's natural beauty. Iceland reinstated its tourist tax this year after a brief pandemic suspension -- raising the levy and expanding it to cruise ship operators -- to fund conservation efforts.
In the spring, Venice began charging admission fees for day-trippers, while Amsterdam has increased taxes on overnight stays. Both cities are concerned that tourists are crowding out residents and putting a strain on creaky infrastructure.
Tourist taxes aren't an entirely new idea. France first introduced a tourist tax on resorts in 1910. In the United States, most places have a hotel tax, as do many cities in Europe. More than 60 destinations worldwide have some kind of tax on visitors, tourism researchers say.
Bhutan, a small, Himalayan nation wedged between China and India, charges one of the highest fees globally -- about $100 a day -- to help preserve its pristine peaks from the hordes that visit nearby Nepal.
These are some of the destinations that are imposing new tourist taxes or planning to in 2024.

Onlookers and tourists make their way to an erupting volcano in Fagradalsfjall, Iceland, in 2022. (Jeremie Richard/AFP/Getty Images)


Iceland's natural beauty -- bubbling hot springs, pristine ice caps and glaciers, and lava-spewing volcanoes -- have made it a tourist hot spot. Millions visit the island nation annually, outnumbering the local population of about 400,000. This year, Iceland reinstated a tourist tax suspended during the coronavirus pandemic. The rate for hotel stays doubled to 600 Icelandic krona ($4.32) per night. For cruise ships stopping at Icelandic ports, for the first time, a charge of 1,000 krona applied.

Tourists walk along Kuta Beach in Bali, Indonesia, on Aug. 1. (Made Nagi/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


A sharp decline in visitors during the pandemic led residents on the Indonesian resort island of Bali to reconsider their relationship with foreign tourists and their environmental impact. In February, authorities imposed a tourist tax of 150,000 Indonesian rupiah ($9.70) to be used to preserve cultural sites and beaches, and to fund a crackdown on bad behavior by tourists.

Tourists take photos from a vaporetto in Venice on Feb. 7. (Chiara Negrello for The Washington Post)


Venice has a love-hate relationship with tourists, who contribute about $3 billion annually to the economy but crowd its narrow laneways and famed piazzas and leave behind a trail of trash. In April, it started charging day-trippers a fee of 5 euros a day (about $5.53). Overnight visitors already pay a tourist tax between 1 and 5 euros. Italian officials are considering raising the nationwide tax to as much as 25 euros, a prospect that has alarmed tourism advocates.

A lighthouse on Cape Reinga, at the northern tip of New Zealand. (William West/AFP/Getty Images)


Seeking to protect the country's natural beauty from an influx of tourists descending each year on small towns, once-lonely beaches and snow-capped peaks, New Zealand imposed a tourist tax in 2019. The government recently announced that the levy would nearly triple to 100 New Zealand dollars ($61.82) from Oct. 1. (Australians and many Pacific Island residents are exempt.)

Tourists take pictures on March 31 in Amsterdam. (Robin Utrecht/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


Amsterdam has been trying to counter overtourism in a number of ways, including banning the construction of new hotels, capping the number of overnight stays and launching a "Stay Away" campaign to deter "nuisance tourists," attracted by the city's relaxed drug policies and liberated party scene. In 2024, it raised the tourist tax on hotel rooms to 12.5 percent, up from 7 percent. Day-trippers on sea and river cruises pay 14 euros ($15.52).

Restaurant patrons recoil as demonstrators protesting overtourism pass them in Barcelona's Las Ramblas alley on July 6. (Josep Lago/AFP/Getty Images)


Thousands of locals took to the streets in this Spanish city over the summer to protest overtourism. Some were armed with brightly colored water pistols that they sprayed at bewildered diners on the city's patioed streets. In October, the city will raise the tax on tourist lodging to 4 euros ($4.43) per night. Visitors also pay a regional tourist tax, which varies depending on the star rating of the accommodation.

Tourists shelter from the rain on Westminster Bridge in London on March 10. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


Britain last year introduced an electronic travel authorization (similar to the United States' ESTA) for visitors from some countries. By the end of 2024, people who do not require a visa -- including U.S. and E.U. citizens -- will need to apply for an electronic travel authorization before they can visit. Although touted as a measure to improve border security, rather than a tourist tax, it will apply to tourists and cost 10 pounds ($13.12). (The European Union next year will implement a travel authorization for short stays by visitors from 60 countries.) The English county of Kent and officials in Scotland and Wales are contemplating taxes on overnight stays.
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China pledges $50B and 1M jobs in renewed outreach to Africa
Chinese leader Xi Jinping, seeking contrast with Washington, said Beijing offered Africa modernization without Western-style "suffering."
By Christian Shepherd, Vic Chiang | 2024-09-05

Chinese leader Xi Jinping speaks on Thursday at the opening of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation in Beijing. (Greg Baker/AFP/Getty Images)


BEIJING -- Chinese leader Xi Jinping on Thursday pledged $50 billion in loans, aid and investment for Africa over the next three years, and the creation of 1 million jobs, as he laid out a plan to expand Beijing's already extensive political, military and economic ties with the continent.
Portraying China as a champion of the developing world, Xi presented the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation with a vision of growth that is distinct from that offered by liberal Western governments.
"The Western modernization process has brought profound suffering to the vast majority of developing countries," Xi told the 51 African leaders gathered in Beijing. "As the world undergoes changes unseen in a century, we stand shoulder to shoulder, hand in hand, to resolutely defend each other's legitimate interests."
The summit, held every third year since 2000, is a key component of China's diplomatic outreach to countries in what is often known as the Global South. Much of this effort is intended to reshape global trade and geopolitics to strengthen Beijing's influence relative to Washington and its allies.
"The Washington perception that China is trying to be more vocal and have more presence in the world, that's accurate," said Zhou Yongmei, a professor at Peking University in Beijing. "I think that's a good thing. Over time, China will be more active, but also the global governance system will move in the direction of voices from developing countries."
The forum is an opportunity for Xi to bolster the claim of a special relationship with the continent and to revitalize his signature "Belt and Road" trade and investment program from its pandemic slump.
The reboot has been in part an attempt to rebuff criticism that Chinese largesse has worsened debt in Africa by prioritizing expensive infrastructure over creating local business or employment opportunities.
Xi promised to create 1 million jobs on the continent and said that the financing would be split between 30 infrastructure projects to boost connectivity and 1,000 smaller projects focused on improving livelihoods.
In a departure from a relatively low-key approach to security and political ties, Xi also announced $140 million in military aid and said that Chinese instructors would train 6,000 military personnel and 1,000 police officers in Africa.
One thousand African politicians will be invited to China to discuss governance, Xi said, underscoring growing confidence offering what it calls "Chinese solutions" to other governments, even as Chinese officials deny exporting the Communist Party's political model.

A journalist films the screen at a media center showing Xi's opening speech on Thursday. (Andy Wong/AP)


Before the forum opened Wednesday, Xi met more than a dozen African leaders, announcing upgraded partnerships with countries including Nigeria, South Africa, Mali, Comoros, Togo, Djibouti, the Seychelles, Chad and Malawi.
A meeting with Cyril Ramaphosa, president of South Africa, on Monday resulted in a deal to rebalance trade and improve jobs for South Africans, with more Chinese purchases of raw wool and dairy products. The announcement of the deal did not give details of Chinese financing.
"The more complex the international situation becomes, the more Global South countries must uphold independence," Xi told Ramaphosa, according to Chinese state media.
Past China-Africa forums have been dominated by grand pledges of Chinese financial support -- Beijing pledged $60 billion in both 2015 and 2018, and earmarked a total of $40 billion in 2021 -- but the combination of China's economic slowdown and debt distress in some African nations might make it difficult for China to reach its target, analysts said.
"Even if the political relationship is strong and there is still enthusiasm on both sides, the supply of financing is not what it used be, and neither is the capacity of African sovereigns to borrow from China like they used to," said Yunnan Chen, a research fellow at Overseas Development Institute, a London-based think tank.
China's focus on its relationship with Africa stretches back to the time of Mao Zedong, who became the founding leader of the Communist Party-run People's Republic of China in 1949. Even before then, the Chinese Communist Party aligned itself with African liberation movements as a fellow fighter against colonialism.
To this day, Chinese state media regularly describes the relationship as being forged in a global struggle against "imperialism," and it is tradition for the Chinese foreign minister to begin each year with a trip to the continent.
Despite the political rhetoric, economic interest has driven Chinese engagement for the last decade. After Xi announced his signature Belt and Road infrastructure investment initiative in 2013, financing from Chinese banks shot up to a high of $28.4 billion in 2016.
But that flurry of Chinese spending on roads, railways and ports -- as well as to secure oil, gas and critical minerals -- began to drop in 2019. It then declined sharply during the first years of the coronavirus pandemic as Beijing wrestled with an economic slowdown at home and mounting criticism that its megaprojects were contributing to debt distress in several African countries.
The pandemic accelerated a rethink in Beijing's approach to development finance. Instead of big loans for mega infrastructure projects, Chinese state-directed lenders have shifted focus toward smaller projects -- often under $50 million in value -- in areas such as information technology, health care and renewable energy.
Since 2018, the Belt and Road Initiative has been rebooted to focus on low-risk investments and on bailing out key partners in financial distress, according to an analysis of nearly 21,000 projects by AidData, a research lab at William & Mary University.
More recent loan data suggests the new approach is gathering momentum. Last year, China's loans to Africa reached $4.6 billion, the highest in five years and the first year-on-year increase since 2016, according to Boston University data released last week.
Most loans in 2023 went toward the financial sector, reflecting China's effort to share financial risks with local partners.
There has also been an uptick in Chinese support for renewable power. Until recently, China's renewable-energy sector was mostly interested in buying African raw materials such as copper, cobalt and lithium, which are used to make batteries.
But companies are increasingly seeing the continent as an opportunity for exports and manufacturing investment as well.
There is a huge need for more reliable and sustainable electricity generation in Africa. The continent has nearly a fifth of the world's population but accounts for only about 2 percent of global electricity production.
Chinese electric carmakers and solar panel manufacturers are increasingly searching for buyers in the developing world after the European Union and the United States raised tariffs.
China inked three energy-related deals in Africa worth $500 million last year -- for a solar farm, a hydropower plant and power transmission -- according to Boston University data. That came after a year in which there were no Chinese loans for the African energy sector.
But Africa is still a relatively small market for Chinese clean-technology companies. "Africa's share of China's total new energy exports remains very small," said Tang Xiaoyang, a professor of international relations at Tsinghua University. "China views the African market as still being in a relatively early stage," he said.
Chiang reported from Taipei, Taiwan.
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Hostage killings and irreconcilable demands complicate cease-fire talks
Frustrated mediators are now putting together what they have described as a "final offer," but significant concessions on both sides are needed for agreement, said a U.S. official.
By Karen DeYoung | 2024-09-05

Supporters and families of Israeli hostages held by Hamas in Gaza protest in Tel Aviv on Wednesday. (Atef Safadi/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The execution by Hamas of six Israeli hostages, at least some of whom were on a list of militant captives to be released in the first phase of a proposed cease-fire deal, has complicated already fraught negotiations over the proposed truce being mediated by the United States and partner countries, a senior Biden administration official said Wednesday.
"There's a list of hostages, and we all have it, and Hamas has had it, and all the parties have had it. And there's now fewer names on the list," said the official, who described as "horrific" the killings of the hostages -- whom Israel has said were shot at close range. "Hamas is threatening to execute more hostages. So this cannot be lost in what we're dealing with here." The bodies of the hostages were found by the Israel Defense Forces last weekend in an abandoned tunnel in Gaza.
Under the initial terms of the proposed three-phase deal, a specific number of hostages -- including women, those over age 50 and the injured -- are to be released in exchange for hundreds of Palestinian prisoners being held by Israel. Who is to be released and when, and the presence of Israeli troops along the eight-mile-long border between Israel and Egypt, known as the Philadelphi Corridor, are the most significant issues standing in the way of agreement, the official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the White House.
The deal has been complicated by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's public insistence that the Israeli military will never abandon the corridor, through which he says that Hamas smuggles most of its Iranian-supplied weaponry into Gaza.
Netanyahu repeated that position in a news conference for foreign reporters Wednesday. "We made the decision. We're not going to leave," he said.
Frustrated mediators from the governments of Qatar, Egypt and the United States are now putting together what they have described as a "final offer," balancing at least what appear in public to be irreconcilable positions, which they hope to have ready within the next week.
Elements of the first phase of the proposed agreement now on the table include a massive increase in the amount of humanitarian assistance flowing into Gaza, the hostage-prisoner exchange, and a temporary cease-fire, during which Israeli forces would withdraw from "densely populated" areas of the enclave.
That phase is to last for six weeks or longer, barring violations by either side, as conditions are negotiated for the second phase: a permanent cease-fire, withdrawal of all IDF personnel from Gaza and the exchange of more Palestinian prisoners for the rest of the estimated 100 or so hostages held by Hamas, about a third of which are already believed to have died. A third phase would continue reconstruction work in the devastated enclave and install a civilian Palestinian governing structure.
The 18-paragraph "framework" document does not define what constitutes a "densely populated" area. And "nothing" in it "mentions the Philadelphi Corridor," the official said.
In new demands presented to the mediators in late July, Israel said that parts of the corridor do not qualify as densely populated -- an assessment the United States does not dispute -- and that some of its troops must remain there during the first phase. Both Egypt and Hamas rejected that demand. The corridor itself consists of a fortified fence bordered by a road on either side, extending from the Mediterranean Sea eastward past the southernmost Gaza city of Rafah and the Rafah crossing into Egypt, to the Israeli border.
In recent weeks, the official said, "a dispute emerged over whether the Philadelphi Corridor -- effectively a road -- is a densely populated area. ... There are areas in which the Rafah city kind of juts up against it. ... This has been an extensive part of the negotiation of what is densely populated, what's not."
In recent weeks, Israel insisted that its security required some troops to remain on the Gaza side of the corridor in the less populated areas.
"I think what the Israelis put on the table a couple weeks ago is a significant reduction in the forces there now, and we have a map that kind of lays that out. And I think it's consistent with the agreement," the official said.
"If Israel has to make some additional adjustments on whatever issue to try to get a deal, and it's within reason and doesn't jeopardize Israel's security, I think they should get a deal," said the official, noting that there are also concessions Hamas needs to make.
"Until you have an agreement, the hostages are not coming home, and the war doesn't stop."
Netanyahu's recent public statements that the IDF would never leave the Philadelphi Corridor -- even in phase two of the agreement, when all troops would be required to leave Gaza -- have conflicted with Israel's private negotiating position, according to officials from several governments participating in the negotiations.
Some have charged that Netanyahu never intends to get to the second phase and plans to abandon the deal and return to war against remaining Hamas militants as soon as all Israeli hostages are released. Others insist he is simply pandering in public to extremist members of his governing coalition who want to continue the war and establish a permanent presence in Gaza, or he is biding his time in hopes that a more sympathetic Trump administration would take office after the upcoming U.S. election.
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Venezuela detains U.S. sailor, officials say
The incident occurred amid an increasingly adversarial relationship between Washington and Caracas.
By Alex Horton | 2024-09-04

The Pentagon. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Venezuelan law enforcement authorities detained a U.S. Navy sailor last week while the service member was on personal travel, officials said Wednesday.
"I can confirm that a U.S. service member was in fact detained in Venezuela. My understanding was that this individual was on some sort of personal travel and not on official government business," White House spokesman John Kirby said during a news briefing. "We're obviously in touch, as appropriate, as you'd think we would be, with Venezuelan authorities to try and get more knowledge and information about this."
A U.S. defense official said the sailor was detained on or about Aug. 30. "The U.S. Navy is looking into this and working closely with the State Department," the official said.
It is unclear why the service member went to Venezuela or if they are accused of a crime. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller, speaking during a separate news briefing, declined to address specifics about the case.
The sailor's detention coincides with an increasingly adversarial relationship between Washington and Caracas. This week, a Venezuelan judge ordered the arrest of Edmundo Gonzalez, who the United States and other countries have said clearly defeated authoritarian president Nicolas Maduro in the presidential election this summer.
"Gonzalez ... won the most votes in Venezuela's July 28 presidential election, and this arbitrary and politically motivated action is a low point in Nicolas Maduro's ruthless pursuit of his political opponents following his attempts to steal the July 28 presidential election," the State Department said in a statement, protesting the warrant for Gonzalez's arrest.
CNN first reported the sailor's detention.
The State Department for years has advised U.S. citizens not to travel to Venezuela, due to the prevalence of violence and the two countries' complicated diplomatic relationship. "Security forces have detained U.S. citizens for up to five years," the agency said in its travel advisory. "The U.S. government is not generally notified of the detention of U.S. citizens in Venezuela or granted access to U.S. citizen prisoners there."
Other U.S. service members have triggered similar diplomatic challenges with adversarial nations in recent months. A U.S. soldier traveled to northeastern Russia in pursuit of his girlfriend, then was arrested and charged with criminal misconduct. He was sentenced to three years and nine months in prison in June.
Travis King, a soldier who had a troubled enlistment while stationed in South Korea, fled to North Korea last year before his scheduled flight back to the United States. He was held there for three months before he was expelled. King is expected to plead guilty to desertion and other charges later this month, his attorney said.
Karen DeYoung contributed to this report.
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The Philadelphi Corridor, an Israel-Gaza cease-fire obstacle, explained
Israel's demand to control the Philadelphi Corridor -- a narrow strip of no man's land -- is a key issue in Gaza cease-fire talks.
By Claire Parker, Sammy Westfall | 2024-09-04

The border fence between the Gaza Strip and Egypt, seen from Rafah in southern Gaza in May. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


A narrow strip of no man's land has become the chief sticking point in cease-fire talks between Israel and Hamas, many officials from mediating countries say. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly insisted that Israeli forces must remain in the Philadelphi Corridor on the Gaza-Egypt border. That's been a nonstarter for Hamas, and Egypt says the Israeli troop presence violates a peace treaty between the two countries. Here's what to know.
The Philadelphi Corridor runs along the Gaza-Egypt border, stretching nine miles long and with a width of roughly 100 meters, from Gaza's southernmost tip to the Mediterranean Sea. It includes the Rafah border crossing, which became a lifeline to the enclave after Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel and the invasion of Gaza that followed. Some aid flowed in, and critically sick and wounded people were evacuated through the crossing until Israeli forces captured and shut it in May.
But Israeli officials say Hamas also uses the corridor as a key conduit for the transfer of weapons and funds to militants. Netanyahu has called it "the lifeline of Hamas by which they arm and rebuild themselves."
Egypt has repeatedly denied the claims, insisting it maintains tight control of the border and has worked to prevent smuggling.
The 1979 peace treaty between Egypt and Israel defined the border between them and limited the military equipment and forces the countries could deploy on either side. A further agreement signed in 2005 was specific to the portion of the border that edges the Gaza Strip. Egypt was allowed to bolster its border patrols, while Israeli forces withdrew. The Palestinian Authority took over administration of the border as well as the Rafah crossing under the watch of European Union monitors.
Just two years later in 2007, Hamas took over Gaza, and Israel, aided by Egypt, imposed a blockade that severely restricted the movement of goods and people across the border. That blockade was tightened after Oct. 7. In a May offensive, Israeli forces captured the Philadelphi Corridor and the Rafah border crossing.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stands before a map of the Gaza Strip, advocating for Israeli control over the Philadelphi Corridor, during a news conference on Monday. (Ohad Zwigenberg/Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


At a news conference Monday, the Israeli prime minister pointed at a map of the Gaza Strip marked with icons of missiles, money bags and masked men. "The Axis of Evil needs the Philadelphi Corridor, and for the same reason we must control the Philadelphi Corridor," he said.
He has made the security argument before. But he added that after the discovery of six more hostages' bodies in Gaza on Saturday, withdrawing from the corridor would send Hamas a message: "Murder more hostages, you'll get more concessions."
Privately, however, Netanyahu's negotiating team offered to pull out troops as part of a phased agreement, according to three current and former officials from countries involved in the talks, in a move that confused mediators during the diplomatic effort. Speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy, the officials said that on Monday, a senior Israeli negotiator told U.S., Egyptian and Qatari mediators that Israel was willing to pull all of its troops out of the corridor during the proposed agreement's second phase.
Israel's spy chief David Barnea delivered the message, according to an Israeli official and another official from a mediating country briefed on the talks.
At a news conference for international media Wednesday, Netanyahu reiterated that an Israeli presence in the corridor was central to Israeli security goals. He said the conditions for a permanent cease-fire must include a situation where the corridor "cannot be perforated," and briefly suggested he was open to other alternatives to a security presence there.
"Somebody has to be there ... bring me anyone who will actually show us -- not on paper, not in words, not in a slide -- but on the ground, day after day, week after week, month after month, that they can actually prevent the recurrence of what happened there before," Netanyahu said. "I don't see that happening right now. ... Until that happens, we're there."
Other vocal figures within Israel's political and security establishment have downplayed the need for an Israeli presence in Philadelphi. They say the government should prioritize the return of the remaining hostages -- and that Netanyahu's demands reflect an effort to derail an agreement that could weaken him politically.
Last week, the Israeli cabinet voted in favor of an ongoing military presence within the Philadelphi Corridor, over the objections of Defense Minister Yoav Gallant.
"The cabinet decision indicated that Netanyahu is not interested in bringing the hostages home," said Ephraim Sneh, a retired Israeli brigadier general and former deputy defense minister with the center-left Labor Party. "There is no other interpretation."

A narrow strip of land between Egypt and Gaza is a sticking point in Israel-Hamas cease-fire talks.


Cease-fire talks have stopped and started and failed for months. In May, they restarted again, with President Joe Biden announcing what he called an Israeli proposal for a three-stage process that would include the release of Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners during a six-week cease-fire. It aimed to eventually pave the way to a permanent end to the war. The United Nations Security Council endorsed the plan. The Biden administration accused Hamas of holding it up.
In early July, Hamas dropped some of its hard-line demands, and Biden expressed confidence that a deal was near.
But later that month, Israeli negotiators formally introduced new requirements, including that Israeli troops remain in the Philadelphi Corridor and at the Rafah border crossing.
Hamas has called that a nonstarter. "Without the withdrawal [of Israeli forces], fully, from the Gaza Strip and especially from Netzarim and Philadelphi, there is no agreement," Hamas official Khalil al-Hayya told Al Jazeera on Sunday.
On Tuesday, National Security Council spokesman John Kirby said he was "not going to get into a debate" with Netanyahu over his recent comments about the corridor.
The deal put forward in May that Israel agreed to, Kirby said, includes the removal of the Israel Defense Forces from "all densely populated areas," including those around or adjacent to the Philadelphi Corridor.
Although Egypt has played a mediator role in the Gaza cease-fire talks, "now, we're part of the problem," said a former Egyptian official familiar with negotiations, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.
Egypt feels slighted by what it sees as an Israeli effort to unilaterally change the terms of the peace treaty, said Ayman Salama, an international law professor in Egypt and a member of the Egyptian Council for Foreign Affairs, which advises the president.
Egypt also has its own national security concerns about an Israeli presence on the border, including that Israeli forces there could push Palestinians into Sinai, said H.A. Hellyer, a Middle East security analyst at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the Royal United Services Institute.
When Israeli security agency representatives visited Cairo two weeks ago, they spent a day meeting with Egyptian spy chief Abbas Kamel to discuss only the Philadelphi Corridor issue, rather than specifics of the hostage-for-prisoner exchange, the former official said. At one point last month, Egyptian mediators refused to pass along Israel's latest proposal to Hamas because they objected to the border provisions so strongly.
Cairo has reacted angrily to Netanyahu's suggestions that it has turned a blind eye to weapons smuggling across the border. Egypt says that under President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi over the past decade, it has destroyed more than 1,500 smuggling tunnels and cleared an entire city to create a more than three-mile-wide militarized buffer zone on the Egyptian side of the border.
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Netanyahu's conflicting messages confuse cease-fire talks, officials say 
Netanyahu this week said Israel would not withdraw from the Gaza-Egypt border, while his chief negotiator told mediators the military would eventually pull out.
By Claire Parker, Loveday Morris, John Hudson | 2024-09-04

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks at a news conference in Jerusalem on Monday. (Ohad Zwigenberg/Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


CAIRO -- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has insisted for weeks that his forces will not withdraw from the Gaza-Egypt border, a key demand of both Hamas and Egypt in talks to reach a cease-fire deal. But privately, his negotiating team offered to pull troops out as part of a phased agreement, according to three current and former officials from countries involved in the talks -- confusing mediators at a critical time in the diplomatic efforts to end the war.
At a news conference late Monday, Netanyahu described Israel's presence there -- along a narrow strip of land known as the Philadelphi Corridor -- as a "strategic imperative." He repeated similar talking points at a news conference for foreign media on Wednesday, arguing that retaining control of the border region, which Hamas long used for smuggling weapons and materiel, is necessary to maintain military pressure on the group.
On Monday, though, a senior Israeli negotiator had already told U.S., Egyptian and Qatari mediators that Israel was willing to pull all of its troops out of the corridor during the second phase of a proposed three-stage agreement, according to the current and former officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy. During the first phase, Israeli forces would withdraw from about half of the corridor, said a former Egyptian official briefed on the talks.
David Barnea, Israel's spy chief, delivered the message Monday, according to an Israeli official and an official from a mediating country briefed on the talks. Israel's Haaretz newspaper first reported the offer on Tuesday.

Relatives hold photos of Israeli hostages as family members use giant speakers to call to their captive loved ones on Aug. 29 near the border with Gaza. (Amir Levy/Getty Images)


An official familiar with the negotiations said Netanyahu was sending different signals to negotiators and the Israeli public. "It's been the case for a while," the official said. "Hence, Barnea's frustration."
But the stark discrepancy between Netanyahu's speech Monday -- which he doubled down on Wednesday -- and the position Barnea presented privately that day appeared to go beyond the tailored messaging of a skilled politician who has dominated Israeli politics for decades.
Netanyahu often says one thing publicly and does something else -- such as pledging to do everything in his power to bring the hostages home while many Israelis and foreign mediators assess he is impeding a deal, said Dahlia Scheindlin, a Tel Aviv-based pollster and campaign consultant. Throughout his career, Netanyahu has used this tactic to stall efforts to reach a comprehensive resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, she added.
But "this is the most extreme example of diametrically opposed information about Netanyahu's decision-making," she said. "It's different from the usual."
Netanyahu's news conference Monday was probably intended to assure the Israeli public -- and his right-wing base, in particular -- that the government was not making concessions as a result of the killing of six hostages, said Yohanan Plesner, president of the Israel Democracy Institute.

Israeli soldiers look out from a tank as it moves along the border with Gaza on Aug. 29. (Amir Levy/Getty Images)


Netanyahu is "a master politician," he said, "and I would expect a political leader to maneuver." But the gap between the positions outlined to the public and to the cease-fire mediators Monday night, Plesner said, "even by Netanyahu's standards, it's rather extraordinary."
Barnea wouldn't act without Netanyahu's approval, analysts said.
"The situation in Israel is so confused," said the former Egyptian official, adding that the conflicting messages are frustrating Egypt and other mediators.
An Israeli official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive negotiations, also said: "It's not the first time that the internal message and external message are two different things."
"There are some officials that do not believe that a deal will go beyond the first phase, if it happens," the official said.
For months, U.S. and other mediators have worked on the broad contours of a deal, one that would include three phases and an exchange of Israeli hostages for Palestinian prisoners. It would also allow the unfettered flow of humanitarian aid to Gaza, as well as require an Israeli withdrawal from major population centers.
Under a framework agreement introduced in May, the first phase would start with an initial six-week cease-fire and the departure of Israeli forces from densely populated areas -- but it could continue beyond that as long as neither side violated its terms.
During that time, the parties would negotiate the terms of the second phase, including the final release of Israeli hostages and Palestinian prisoners, the complete withdrawal of Israeli troops and a permanent cease-fire. If Israel resumed fighting after the first phase -- which Hamas believes Israel intends to do -- that would end the agreement before the second phase could be implemented.
"They want to exploit the first phase," the former Egyptian official said of Israel. "They can get their hostages, and then in the second phase they will say, 'No, we will not continue.' This is what we are expecting."
A senior Biden administration official said Wednesday that Israel has insisted on keeping some troops during the first phase in portions of the Philadelphi Corridor that it says do not meet the definition of "densely populated," and that the issue was currently a subject of negotiations.
The second phase of the agreement, as written, calls for a complete Israeli withdrawal, said the official, who briefed reporters on the condition of anonymity under rules set by the White House.
Hamas said Wednesday that Netanyahu's insistence on controlling the Philadelphi Corridor was a negotiating tactic to thwart a final agreement. "What is required now is to pressure Netanyahu and his government," the group said in a statement.
U.S. officials acknowledge that there is skepticism about whether Israelis are interested in moving toward a more permanent cease-fire and a second phase. They also said that if Netanyahu were to bend on the border issue, it's still unclear whether Hamas would agree to a deal. But they say that six weeks of calm are likely to create conditions on both sides that make it more difficult to restart hostilities, and that the window will further create pressure to make compromises.
Asked whether Netanyahu's "maximalist position" was preventing talks from getting "off the ground," the senior administration official said, "I've never been involved in a negotiation where basically every day there's a public statement about the details of the negotiation, which just makes it difficult, especially in a hostage negotiation."
"In my view, the less that's said about the particular issues the better, as we work through it," the official said. "Staking out concrete positions in the middle of a negotiation isn't always particularly helpful."
Netanyahu's office declined to comment.
The uncertainty over the deal's fate comes as the prime minister is under considerable political pressure, both from a furious public that wants a deal and his far-right allies who say any agreement would be capitulation to Hamas.
"As long as this government exists, the war will continue. Ending the war is in Israel's interest," Yair Lapid, leader of the centrist opposition party Yesh Atid, wrote Wednesday on X.
But if Netanyahu's own coalition partners topple the government, it could end his political career and put him in potential legal peril as he faces multiple corruption trials.
"It's extremely effective," Ephraim Sneh, a former deputy defense minister, said of the far right's lobbying. "They say to Netanyahu: If you strike a deal about the hostages, we'll collapse your government. That's what he's afraid of."
The domestic debate over the Philadelphi Corridor intensified recently, as Netanyahu homed in on the issue to explain why he couldn't agree to the proposed deal on the table.
"The majority of the public wouldn't have been able to point out until very recently where the Philadelphi axis actually is," Plesner said. Now, "those who believe that Mr. Netanyahu's intentions are benevolent or that he is managing the negotiations in good faith tend to also believe Mr. Netanyahu that Philadelphi is essential from a security standpoint."
On Sunday, the Israeli military announced that it had recovered the bodies of six hostages in southern Gaza -- four of whom were on the list to be released in the first phase of the proposed deal.
Israeli authorities said they were executed by their captors last week as troops operated in the area. The family members of hostages say Netanyahu's fixation on the nine-mile-long corridor is costing the lives of their loved ones.
"We are very pessimistic," said Daniel Lifshitz, 36, whose grandparents were kidnapped by Palestinian militants on Oct. 7. "The situation is horrible inside Gaza."
His grandmother, Yocheved Lifshitz, 86, was released in late October. But his grandfather, Oded, 84, remains in Hamas captivity in Gaza.
Hostages who were released as part of a temporary cease-fire in November said they had spotted Oded alive -- but there has been no sign of life since then, Daniel said.
"Just solve the issue of Philadelphi Corridor, if it's in phase one or phase two," he said. "I don't want the negotiations to be affected by the media or by any speech of one prime minister."
Morris reported from Berlin and Hudson from Washington. Karen DeYoung and Michael Birnbaum in Washington and Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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Breakdancer Raygun responds to backlash after infamous Olympic performance
The Australian academic said she has struggled with her mental health and worried about her and her loved ones' safety, but that dancing remains her "medicine."
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-09-04

Breakdancer Raygun competes for Australia during the Olympics in Paris on Aug. 9. (Ezra Shaw/Getty Images)


The breakdancer Raygun has largely stayed silent since her infamous Olympic performance, even as she has been the butt of a slew of jokes mocking her unorthodox moves.
But now Raygun, whose real name is Rachael Gunn, has given her first television interview since her performance and the ridicule that followed. In a 16-minute segment with the Australian TV program "The Project," she said it has been a "nerve-racking" four weeks since she competed in the Olympics' inaugural breaking competition during the Paris 2024 Games. Since then, Gunn said she has struggled with her mental health, worried about her physical safety and decided to take a pause from competitive breaking in what "kind of feels like a really weird dream."
"It's been a pretty wild ride," she said, adding that "it was really sad how much hate that did evoke."

Raygun lost all three of her matches without scoring a single point. (Caroline Blumberg/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


On Aug. 9, Gunn competed for Australia in the women's breaking event, losing all three of her matches without scoring a single point. Her signature move, dubbed the "kangaroo paw," quickly became the subject of myriad memes, a parody sketch on "The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon" and a sidebar at an Adele concert. Meanwhile, she captured the hearts of her countrymen.
Days after her performance, a Change.org petition went online attacking Gunn's selection, breaking qualifications and role as a university academic. The Australian Olympic Committee condemned it as "vexatious, misleading and bullying," saying it contained "numerous falsehoods designed to engender hatred against an athlete."
The petition was quickly taken down -- but not before attracting more than 57,000 signatures, according to a cached version of the site.
Six days after her performance, Gunn posted a two-minute Instagram video, and while she did not directly mention the petition, she said there was "misinformation floating around" about her and referred people to the statement from the AOC. She called the "hate" she had received "devastating."
In the interview segment posted Wednesday, Gunn told "The Project" that the "conspiracy theories were just awful" and driven by not understanding how breaking works. Some dancers adopt an athletic style, which involves the power moves most people associate with breakdancing, she said. Gunn said she trained hard to learn those power moves, but when you're in your mid-30s, it's "not easy."
"I have really put my body through it, put my mind through it, but if that's not good enough for someone, what can I say?" she said.
Because she knew she couldn't compete with younger dancers on the athletic power moves, Gunn said she decided to adopt a more artistic style, highlighting distinctly Australian moves and themes, including the kangaroo, which led to several of the moves for which she has been pilloried.
After her interviewer quoted an Australian "hip-hop legend" accusing her of "making a mockery of the Australian scene" and pushing it "into the dark ages," Gunn said the criticism saddened her and apologized, but she went on to say that she's not responsible for what others do.
"I am very sorry for, you know, the backlash that the community has experienced," she said, "but I can't control how people react."
Gunn did ask her detractors to control themselves. They haven't only attacked her but also her husband, her crew and the breakdancing community in Australia with an "energy and vitriol that ... was pretty alarming," she said, adding a request that they "please stop harassing my family, my friends."
"Everyone has been through a lot as a result of this," she said.
Gunn said she's trying to focus on the upside. Billionaire Richard Branson has contacted her to say he liked her "plucky" and "courageous" performance and suggested they work together, she said. Most of her fellow breakers have rallied around her with support. While dancing, even in private, temporarily turned into a source of stress, it's back to being "my medicine." And Gunn has been able to be grateful for all that, despite getting destroyed on a global stage in front of millions of people.
"It's going out there and just having fun and going as hard as you can, in the face of, you know, losing."
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All 72 deaths in U.K.'s Grenfell Tower fire avoidable, final report says
The burning of Grenfell Tower and the deaths of dozens horrified Britain and put renewed scrutiny on building codes and safety measures.
By Karla Adam | 2024-09-04

Flames and smoke surge from the Grenfell Tower apartment block in London on June 14, 2017. (Natalie Oxford/AFP/Getty Images)


LONDON -- All of the deaths in London's horrific 2017 Grenfell Tower fire could have been prevented, and yet "decades of failure" by government and "systematic dishonesty" in the private sector contributed to the astonishingly high death toll, a scathing final report said Wednesday.
The inferno at a 24-story public housing complex killed 72 people, making it the deadliest fire on British soil since World War II.
The 1,700-page report released Wednesday summarized a six-year public inquiry and cast blame widely -- on government officials, builders, subcontractors, regulators, emergency responders and others.
"All contributed to it in one way or another, in most cases through incompetence, but in some cases through dishonesty and greed," said Martin Moore-Bick, a retired judge who chaired the inquiry.
"The simple truth is the deaths were all avoidable, and those who lived in the tower were badly failed," he said in a video posted on YouTube.

Relatives of the deceased and people directly affected by the Grenfell Tower fire sit in front of a photo montage of those who died, as the final report into the fire is released in London on Wednesday. (Frank Augstein/AP)


The inquiry report was punishing in its criticism of companies that supplied the "cladding" on the exterior of the building, which had been applied in a renovation to improve insulation and for aesthetic purposes. The cladding panels were made of flammable material and were the main reason a small fire in a fourth-floor apartment kitchen spread so quickly, lighting up the tower like a torch.
The supplier companies were "engaged in deliberate and sustained strategies to manipulate the testing processes, misrepresent test data and mislead the market," the report said.
One of the firms singled out was the U.S. company Arconic, whose France-based subsidiary made the panels. The inquiry said that going back to 2005, Arconic's data showed that its Reynobond 55 PE cladding product, when folded into a "cassette form" like on Grenfell, "reacted to fire in a very dangerous way" and "could not be classified in accordance with European standards." But the company "deliberately concealed from the market the true extent of the danger" of using the panels, "particularly on high-rise buildings."
The report added that the company "was determined to exploit what it saw as weak regulatory regimes in certain countries (including the UK)" to sell its products.

The flammable "cladding" on the exterior of Grenfell Tower accelerated the fire. (Frank Augstein/AP)


Arconic said in an emailed statement that company representatives "reject any claim" that they sold "an unsafe product" and that their materials regularly undergo tests by third-party bodies that are made publicly available.
The company maintained that it "did not conceal information from or mislead any certification body, customer, or the public." It added that it had made "financial contributions to settlements for those affected, as well as to the restorative justice fund."
The London Fire Brigade also came in for criticism by the inquiry. During the Grenfell Tower fire, firefighters initially urged people to "stay put" in their apartments rather than flee the building. But many of those people ended up trapped in smoke and flames.
The inquiry said a 2009 fire should have alerted the brigade to "shortcomings in its ability to fight fires in high-rise buildings." Yet the brigade failed to plan for a situation where a large number of people, from inside and outside the building, would call for help. This meant that those in the control room and on the ground "were forced to resort to various improvised methods of varying reliability."
The inquiry was also severe in its criticism of officials who regulate building safety. They were "well aware" of the risks posed by combustible cladding panels and insulation but "failed to act." The 2010 government headed by then-Prime Minister David Cameron had been on a mission to cut red tape, and that came at the expense of safety matters that were "ignored, delayed or disregarded," the inquiry determined.

Relatives of Grenfell Tower fire victims attend a news conference on the release of the public inquiry report. (Tolga Akmen/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The Grenfell tragedy shocked the nation and highlighted inequality in Britain. Among those killed in the blaze were immigrants, children, the elderly and the poor. Grenfell Tower itself is located in one of the wealthiest boroughs in London.
On Wednesday, new British Prime Minister Keir Starmer apologized to the victims of the fire, their families and members of the local community, some of whom were in Parliament to watch the speech. "The country failed to discharge its most fundamental duty, to protect you and your loved ones, the people that we are here to serve, and I am deeply sorry," he said.
Grenfell United, an advocacy group of survivors and bereaved families, said that "every single loss of life was avoidable," and urged police and prosecutors to hold those responsible to account.
The London Metropolitan Police said it will comb over the findings "line by line" and investigate the possibility of criminal charges, which could include corporate manslaughter, gross negligence manslaughter, fraud, and health and safety offenses. The Met said any prosecutions are unlikely before the end of 2026.

The remains of Grenfell Tower have been turned into a memorial. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


The tower still stands in west London, where it dominates the skyline. Its empty shell is covered in protective white wrapping. At the top are a green heart and the words "Grenfell forever in our hearts."
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Zelensky reshuffles cabinet at key moment in war and ahead of U.S. trip
The reorganization of the administration comes as Russia unleashes a new wave of aerial attacks on Ukrainian cities, including one on Lviv that killed seven overnight.
By Siobhan O'Grady, Serhii Korolchuk | 2024-09-04

Dmytro Kuleba at the Foreign Ministry in Kyiv on April 8. (Oksana Parafeniuk for The Washington Post)


KYIV -- Ukraine is undergoing its largest government shake-up since Russia invaded the country in 2022, as the war reaches a critical juncture and President Volodymyr Zelensky prepares to visit the United States to unveil a "victory plan" on how Kyiv hopes to win.
The visit later this month comes as Ukraine is preparing for various scenarios ahead of a U.S. presidential election in November that could affect the future of a key partnership that has, until now, ensured Ukraine's defense. It also coincides with renewed pleas from Kyiv for Western allies -- including Washington -- to lift restrictions on using certain weapons for long-range strikes inside of Russia in hopes of curbing its devastating missile strikes across the country.
During a news briefing Wednesday, Zelensky praised the team that has led his government throughout the war but said, "Today, we need new energy, and these steps are related to strengthening our state in various directions."
One person close to Zelensky, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive political decisions, said the president "understood there was a disconnect between certain portions of the government and the people, and he wants to address that."
"Zelensky does believe everybody has to perform at 200 percent during this war," the person added.
Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba -- who has served in the role since 2020 and traveled the world pleading for more Western air defenses and weapons -- submitted his resignation Wednesday morning, hours after several other ministers did the same the night before.
The foreign minister would typically be expected to accompany Zelensky to the U.N. General Assembly in New York later this month -- meaning a new chief diplomat could join that trip's roster within days.
The reshuffle was announced amid a renewed wave of attacks on cities across the country, with more than 50 people killed in a double ballistic missile strike on a military institute and hospital in the central city of Poltava on Tuesday and seven killed the next day in the western city of Lviv.
Kuleba's resignation, announced Wednesday by Ruslan Stefanchuk, speaker of Ukraine's parliament, has not yet gone to vote.
Opposition lawmaker Oleksiy Goncharenko wrote on Telegram that it "was unexpected" that the parliamentary session ended "without considering the dismissal of Kuleba." Members of Zelensky's party "were frightened that there would not be enough votes," he wrote, describing the situation as a "circus."
It was not immediately clear why Kuleba, 43, who was seen as a knowledgeable and respected voice among allies, was among those resigning, or if he would take up a new post elsewhere in the government.
Last spring, he led a push to find Patriot air defense batteries that were sitting unused in foreign countries and try to get them moved to Ukraine -- speaking bluntly to express the dangers of delays in such deliveries.

Rescue workers retrieved bodies from a destroyed residential building after seven people were killed in a Russian drone and missile attack in Lviv on Sept. 4.


The day before Kuleba resigned, other top officials, including arms chief Oleksandr Kamyshin, who has overseen Ukraine's efforts to produce weapons domestically; Justice Minister Denys Maliuska, who led a program to recruit convicts to the military; Environment Minister Ruslan Strilets; and Deputy Prime Minister Olha Stefanishyna, who has overseen Ukraine's push to join the European Union, also submitted their resignations.
Deputy Prime Minister Iryna Vereshchuk, who was responsible for the reintegration of occupied territories; and Vitaliy Koval, head of Ukraine's state property fund, also resigned, but the parliament declined Wednesday to accept either resignation.
On Wednesday evening, David Arakhamia, who leads Zelensky's party in the parliament, wrote on Telegram that their faction had met -- with Zelensky present -- to discuss appointments to key positions, and determined that Andrii Sybiha, a former Ukrainian ambassador to Turkey who has served in the presidential office and as first deputy foreign minister, would be nominated to replace Kuleba as the country's chief diplomat.
The group also tapped Stefanishyna to replace Maliuska as justice minister, named Koval as agriculture minister, and reported that both Kamyshin and Vereshchuk would be moved to the presidential office, among other changes and appointments.
When asked by text message if he could explain why he was resigning, Maliuska turned to the works of acclaimed Stanford University neuroscience professor Robert Sapolsky. "There is no free will, everything is determined as confirmed by neuroscience. Thus technically, I had no choice."
He added a smiley face at the end of the message, and said he will not be taking up another ministerial posting or any role in the presidential office.
In the wake of his resignation, many praised him and his tenure free from the corruption scandals once notorious in Ukraine.

Ukrainian rescuers at the site of a Russian strike on a residential area in Lviv on Wednesday. (Mykola Tys/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


In recent weeks, Russia has launched nearly daily attacks against Ukrainian cities, with the strike Tuesday on Poltava being one of the worst of the war. Russia described it as a strike on an armed forces training center with foreign instructors.
The attack on Lviv struck a residential building. Mayor Andriy Sadovyi shared a photo on Telegram of a man with his wife and three daughters, all smiling, with one of the girls holding a bouquet of sunflowers before her.
"After today's attack, only the man in this photo remains alive," he wrote. "His wife, Yevgenia, and their three daughters -- Yaryna, Daryna, and Emiliya -- were killed in their own home."
Russia's Defense Ministry said in a statement that the target of that attack was a military facility manufacturing and repairing missiles and aircraft.
Another overnight attack, on Zelensky's hometown of Kryvyi Rih, wounded at least five civilians. Recent attacks have also targeted Kyiv and the country's second-largest city, Kharkiv, which sits just 18 miles from the border, making it especially vulnerable to Russian missiles, glide bombs and drones. Russia has repeatedly struck energy infrastructure across the country, causing regular blackouts nationwide and stirring fears over how civilians will brave the looming winter.
Ukraine sent a delegation of officials to Washington last week to urge U.S. decision-makers to lift restrictions on using weapons inside of Russia.
Washington lifted some such restrictions on strikes using Western equipment in May, after Ukraine failed to thwart a cross-border attack into the Kharkiv region that could have led to a dangerous encirclement of the major city. But Ukrainian officials say the slight easing of restrictions to allow certain cross-border strikes does not go far enough.
"The capacity of Ukraine to strike military targets deep inside of Russia and diminish the Russian capacity for air attacks on Ukraine lays with the United States, the United Kingdom, France and Germany," Kuleba said in an interview with CNN on Tuesday, shortly before submitting his resignation. "They have to do two things basically: first, to make a decision that allows us to strike these military airfields where strategic bombers take off carrying missiles and bombs, and second, to provide us with a sufficient amount of those missiles."
"This is not rocket science," he added. "This is just a very banal issue of making the right decisions on time."
Last month, Ukraine launched a surprise incursion into Russia's Kursk region and attacked Belgorod, another border region. The move appeared intended to divert troops and pressure Russian President Vladimir Putin, potentially into a territorial swap. But Putin has remained focused on the fight in the east of Ukraine, even as Kyiv now controls some 500 square miles of Russian territory and holds hundreds of new Russian prisoners of war.
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Why everyone is suddenly worried about Mexico's democracy
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, in his final month in office, is pushing legislation that would send appointed federal judges home and let voters elect their replacements.
By Mary Beth Sheridan | 2024-09-04

Judges, magistrates and other Mexican judiciary workers protest President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's judicial reform legislation last month in Tijuana. (Guillermo Arias/AFP/Getty Images)


MEXICO CITY -- The lower house of Mexico's Congress approved a radical reform of the judicial system on Wednesday -- a constitutional amendment that has raised alarms in Washington and in the business community.
Under the new system, voters would choose nearly all the country's judges, even those on the Supreme Court.
The Biden administration, legal scholars and business groups warn that the reform could undermine Mexico's young democracy and damage its economic partnership with the United States.

Deputy Ricardo Monreal, center, celebrates the legislation's passage Wednesday in Mexico City's Sala de Armas. (Rodrigo Oropeza/AFP/Getty Images)


Critics are especially concerned because President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador's Morena party holds an overwhelming majority in Congress. If voters were to elect judges friendly to Morena, the leftist party would effectively control all three branches of government. That could return Mexico to a one-party state of the kind that ruled for much of the 20th century.
The proposal, passed early Wednesday by Mexico's House of Deputies, now goes to its Senate, which is also expected to approve it. Here's what to know about the change.
At present, the judicial system itself names most federal judges, based on experience, qualifications and exam results.
If the reform package wins approval, nearly all federal judges will be required to resign in the next three years. Mexican voters would pick new judges from candidates nominated by the presidency, the Congress and the judicial branch. They would choose 1,686 federal judges, including nine Supreme Court justices, in elections next year and in 2027. Another 5,000 state and local judges would also be elected by popular vote.
The reform would do away with tenure and experience requirements. It would set nine-year terms for judges.

Students protest the legislation Sunday in Mexico City. (Haaron Alvarez)


The reform will likely weaken judicial independence, legal analysts say. Judges who rely on popular support could be tempted to tailor their decisions to please voters, rather than upholding the law impartially. Interest groups from business executives to drug traffickers could try to curry favor by contributing to judges' campaigns. Given the ruling party's strong hand in choosing candidates, newly elected judges might also be overwhelmingly sympathetic to Morena, eroding checks and balances. The new system could violate international human rights standards aimed at ensuring everyone receives a fair hearing before the courts.
Mexico and the United States are each other's top trading partners. U.S. Ambassador Ken Salazar warned that the overhaul could reduce investors' confidence in Mexico's legal system and "threaten the historic trade relationship we have built." Business organizations say it comes at the wrong time -- just as Mexico is trying to capitalize on the post-pandemic trend of nearshoring.
Financial markets already have reacted nervously to Morena's overwhelming victory in June elections. It now has the congressional majorities it needs to pass a host of far-reaching measures, including the elimination of key government watchdog agencies. Since the election, the normally strong peso has lost more than 10 percent of its value.

Lopez Obrador speaks during his daily news conference Tuesday at the National Palace in Mexico City. (Sashenka Gutierrez)


The president, whose six-year term ends next month, is angry at the Supreme Court and federal judges for striking down some of his most ambitious plans. They've blocked his efforts to expand the government's role in the electricity sector, and hand control of the nominally civilian national guard to the army. Lopez Obrador said in June that the judiciary "has been kidnapped, and is at the service of a minority" -- the wealthy. Elected judges, he says, will be more accountable to the population.
Before the June election, the president lacked the congressional supermajorities needed to change Mexico's constitution. The new legislature opened on Sunday, giving Lopez Obrador four weeks to execute his plans before he turns the presidency over to his protege, Claudia Sheinbaum.
Many legal scholars and human-rights groups agree the weak, ineffective justice system could use a reform. But they say the direct election of judges won't get at the root of the problem: underfunding, inadequate training and corruption.
Mexico's judges have gone on strike to protest the reform; even Supreme Court justices have suspended their activities. Student protesters have thronged the main avenues of Mexico City. Demonstrators blocked the entrances of the Chamber of Deputies on Tuesday, forcing lawmakers to convene in a gym three miles away.
In 39 U.S. states, citizens elect at least some judges. But they're state and local judges -- not federal. And many American trials are decided by a jury, rather than a judge, as is typically the case in Mexico.
In the United States, too, the direct election of judges has been criticized. The American Bar Association has warned of the "corrosive effect of money" in judicial campaigns. Candidates, critics warn, could seek donations from the very groups whose cases they will eventually hear, leading to bias.
Valentina Munoz Castillo contributed to this report.
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Spanish singles found a new dating strategy. It's in the fruit aisle.
The method, which grew popular on TikTok, involves placing a pineapple in your cart at the Mercadona grocery store at night. People say it's a reaction against dating apps.
By Leo Sands | 2024-09-04

Pineapples in a food market. (JackF/Getty Images)


Bored of swiping on apps, some single people in Spain have found an analogue method of finding romance: going to a popular grocery store at 7 p.m. and positioning an exotic fruit in their trolley cart.
"If you want to date, you just go Mercadona, the supermarket, grab a pineapple and put it upside down in your cart," said Damon Fan, a 24-year-old entrepreneur and content creator living in Barcelona. "If you find someone you like, and they happen to have their pineapple, you can start to talk," he explained in a phone interview Wednesday.
The method, which spread on TikTok, has led to dozens of Spanish singletons recording their experiences on the app -- some with more apparent success than others. It is also the latest sign of a global turn against dating apps, driven by swipe-fatigue and many reporting that they are finding online dating increasingly fruitless. In some American cities, speed dating events are witnessing a resurgence.
"I think that currently the apps are very monotonous and people are already looking for something different," said Gustavo Contreras, a 28-year-old waiter living in Malaga, on Spain's southern coast. "To get to know people much more, not just seeing a perfect or pretty photo in an app."
In a TikTok video last month, which appeared to bolster the trend, Spanish comedian Vivy Lin suggested that 7 to 8 p.m. was a good time to find someone to flirt with in the Mercadona chain. Contreras, who said he knows people who have met by crashing their carts together, said he spent about an hour carting around an upside-down pineapple at his local Mercadona store twice last week, but failed to knock carts with anyone else.
The first time, "I went in and grabbed a pineapple and went around with my cart. I was going to go shopping anyway, but I realized that when I carried a pineapple, there were some knowing glances on 2 occasions," he said in a text message Wednesday. "I could feel the tension in the stares."
When he returned to the store the next day to try again, Contreras said that there were no pineapples left -- a shortage he attributed to the popularity of the new dating craze.
In an email Wednesday, Mercadona confirmed that the trend was happening in its stores, but stressed that it was not part of any marketing strategy. The company doesn't even have an official TikTok account, it said. (Overall pineapple sales were also normal for this time of this year, it added.)
The method -- like dating apps -- is not a surefire success. When Fan, the Barcelona resident, tried his luck for the first time at a Mercadona branch near the Sagrada Familia on Monday evening, he was disappointed not to find a match. "To be honest, I was the only one at that time with the pineapple," Fan said, with a chuckle.
The trend has taken off in Spain, he thinks, because people are tired of endlessly swiping and chatting. "I think maybe because people spend a lot of time just talking on the app, that might be the reason of people getting bored," he said. "On dating apps, for example on Tinder, if you match you start to talk, but maybe you will never meet in person. But if we do it in the supermarket, you can talk face to face."
(Turning a pineapple upside down can also have a juicier connotation -- it's not clear whether it has any connection to the Spanish dating strategy.)
The pineapple method is the latest example of people growing bored of dating apps, preferring instead to show up in the hope of finding a real-life spark. Many users report finding the apps increasingly frustrating to use, citing new pricing structures and tweaked algorithms. With the rise of AI chatbots, many are worried about whether they're even chatting to a real person.
Earlier this year, six dating-app users launched a class-action lawsuit against Match Group -- which owns dating apps Tinder, Hinge and the League, among others -- claiming that the company designed the apps to keep users swiping rather than helping them to find romance. Match called the lawsuit "ridiculous," and added that "we actively strive to get people on dates every day and off our apps."
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Maui wildfire survivors say insurers are failing to clean up toxic damage to their homes
A year after west Maui's deadly wildfire, Lahaina families are stuck in smoke damaged homes they say are making them sick because they can't pay to fix them. 
By Brianna Sacks | 2024-09-05
LAHAINA, Hawaii -- More than 2,200 homes burned in the deadly fire that roared through west Maui last August. Janice Hussey's was not one of them.
When the 79-year-old turned onto her street on Aug. 9, 2023, she exhaled. The light green house where she'd lived with her husband, children and grandchildren for nearly 20 years, was still there. Her old Nissan truck was still in the driveway, her floral curtains still rustling in the wind. It felt "miraculous," she said.
Until she went inside.
"It was not the same," Janice Hussey recalled in May, still displaced eight months later. "Every time we went in there, I could feel --"
"Icky," Makanalani Hussey, her granddaughter, interjected as she hugged her wriggling 2-year-old daughter against her pregnant belly. "It's icky."
"There is something in the air that settles on your skin," her grandmother continued. "Something is there."
That "something," according to five experts and two contamination reports, is a mixture of toxic chemicals and microscopic particles that urban wildfires create and carry in their smoke. As the wind-driven fire swept through much of Lahaina, killing 100 people, it  incinerated cars, gas stations, electronics, metals and plastics. Those smoke plumes blew into dozens of homes that didn't burn down, and their components can cause an array of health issues, including brain tumors and cancer.

Security video recorded on Aug. 9, 2023, shows smoke and embers flood a backyard seating area of a Leiali`i home just north of Lahaina, Hawaii.


This dangerous fire residue contaminated nearly everything in the Hussey's packed, three-bedroom house: the insulation, carpets, clothing, furniture, even down to the old, chipped drawers in their kitchen, according to two independent experts, who also said it would take weeks of meticulous work to make this space safe again, at a cost of up to $80,000.
State Farm, the Hussey's insurer and the largest residential carrier nationwide, disagrees that such a level of cleaning and restoration is needed. The company initially gave them about $29,000 to cover all the expenses associated with the smoke damage,  including cleaning all their belongings. They are afraid to move back, Janice said, and unable to cover the difference. Her big family "has spent the last year jostling between hotels and apartments until State Farm stopped paying" for their rent in February. In a letter viewed by The  Post, the carrier said that since it had paid for restoration , the family's home should be habitable.
Janice and her husband have been squeezing into their daughter's home since March; Makanalani, her partner and children are in a one-bedroom hotel room.
"It's not right," Janice shook her head, "how they are treating us."

From left, Makanalani, Makali'i, Nathan Jr. and Janice Hussey pose for a portrait with a photo of Norma 'Mojo' Leimomi Hussey, who died 11 days after last year's wildfire. (Mengshin Lin for The Washington Post)


These disputes are happening across Maui. The Post spoke to 11 families -- nearly all of whom have State Farm policies  -- who are fighting with carriers over the  discrepancies between what they received for smoke contamination and what independent experts say they need. . State Farm gave three homeowners about $13,000 each to fix the problem. Estimates from restoration companies and independent experts show the work could cost nearly four times that amount.
In a statement, State Farm said that "claim handling has been ongoing and we have been actively working with customers to resolve concerns." In response to detailed questions about the Husseys' and other families' claims, the carrier said it could not comment on individual cases.
But in emails to a public adjuster representing the Husseys back in May, the company said its coverage decision, based on their retained expert, as well as their investigations of the home, was appropriate. After The Post reached out about the family's situation in August , the company gave them an additional $14,000 for the damage and the expenses they racked up from not being able to live there.
Hawaii's Insurance Division did not respond to questions about residents' issues with State Farm, including a family who had filed a complaint about the carrier.

Maria Bacalso removes a filter from an air purifier in her living room in Lahaina on May 2. (Mengshin Lin for The Washington Post)


Families whose homes were left standing after the 2017 Tubbs Fire in Santa Rosa, Calif., and the 2021 Marshall Fire near Boulder, Colo., endured similar battles with State Farm and other major insurers. And as climate change and development turn more wildfires into urban blazes, homeowners are increasingly reporting smoke damage and sparring with their insurance companies. It's a reflection, experts say, of the growing gap between what a disaster costs and what insurers are willing to cover.
There's no comprehensive, nationwide tracking of these smoke damage claims. However, in California -- the nation's largest insurance market --smoke-related wildfire claims have increased as much as 37 percent from 2018 to 2021, the last year that data was publicly available, according to the insurance data company, Guidewire. In 2020, carriers reported $179 million in losses from smoke-related claims.
A big part of the problem, experts point out, is that  there are still no industry standards or state or federal laws that regulate the assessment, testing and removal of wildfire smoke residue in homes. That means the insurance company and their chosen experts are the ones who determine if a home is safe and habitable, and who can rule that its contamination is not as serious or costly as physical property loss.
"There's no oversight," said Louis Adams, an indoor air quality specialist. "Anyone can do whatever they want."
Colorado is trying to become the first state in the nation to change that. Years after the Marshall Fire left scores of residents with smoke-shrouded homes, state lawmakers are working to create minimum "uniform standards" for insurance and testing companies as they assess houses that absorbed toxic, cancer-causing pollutants.
At the same time, carriers have been straining under the mounting costs of climate-related events. State Farm stopped selling new home insurance in California due to wildfire risk and has recently asked state officials for another massive rate hike "to protect the insurer's solvency," filings show. For the Maui wildfire, the carrier said it has received about 2,360 claims -- about half of all residential claims related to the disaster -- and has paid out approximately $257 million.

A burned car in front of Kaiaulu O Kukuia, a 200-unit affordable housing complex under construction, in Lahaina. (Mengshin Lin for The Washington Post)


Janice, who works as an "aloha greeter" at a luau restaurant in Lahaina and cares for her sick husband, still can't afford to move forward. Her great grandchildren keep telling her, "Tutu, we want to go home," she said one balmy May morning, sitting under her daughter's carport. Her husband coughed as she spoke.
"I don't know what to tell them," she said quietly.
About 20 miles away, dozens of State Farm employees were vacationing at the Grand Wailea on Maui's south shore. For about a month this past spring, the carrier hosted its top sales agents and their families at the luxury resort, where rooms can cost around $800 or more a night. Attendees wore company apparel and hats, lounged at the pool and attended parties on the beach, according to two industry professionals, one who stayed at the hotel for a week, who asked to remain anonymous for fear of retribution.
In a statement, State Farm said it had planned its "2024 agency event in Hawaii well before the devastating Maui wildfire." The company said it consulted with community representatives and decided to continue with the event to support their  economy.
On the afternoon of Aug. 8, 2023, the Husseys and many of their neighbors drove their packed cars through black smoke out of Leiali`i -- their Hawaiian homestead community a few minutes west of Lahaina-- and didn't expect to come back. Flames nearly encircled their neighborhood, coming so close they melted window sills and scorched palm tree-filled lawns, then stopped.
Back in 2007, the Husseys and nearly all of their neighbors had moved into Leiali`i as part of a land reparations program for Native Hawaiians. Residents regularly feed as well as scold one another's children. And if someone whips into a cul-de-sac driving faster than 15 mph it's obvious they're an outsider.
Here and across Lahaina, many of those struggling with their smoke damage claims are Filipino and Native Hawaiian. They already had a deep mistrust of institutions and were just making ends meet before the fire. After losing uncles and aunties, their tourism industry jobs, cars and sense of security in a terrifying instant, many  wanted to stay home.

Photos of Norma, who was found dead by her mother, Janice, shortly after the wildfire. (Mengshin Lin for The Washington Post)


After her family evacuated, Norma Hussey, Janice's eldest daughter, stayed  to watch over the house. The roof, which lost many shingles, seemed to be the only problem. Black dust, though, was everywhere, Janice recalled, since she had left the windows open when they rushed out. For more than a week, Norma, a 54-year-old culinary worker, wiped away layers of soot and ash that kept reappearing.
On Aug. 19, 2023, Janice and her husband went home to get some belongings and see their daughter. They found her lying in their backyard, next to her garden, dead. Norma had died of "some sort of attack," Janice said. It "seemed unreal, almost impossible," because the family had just celebrated Norma's birthday with a camping trip three days before the disaster. While her mother blames the fire, especially the stress, her daughter's death certificate says Norma died of a brain aneurysm. The family has no evidence that exposure contributed to her death.
After her daughter's death, Janice said they only go home to get the mail, and "to keep Norma's plants alive."
As the weeks wore on, more people in the neighborhood started experiencing tingling throats, headaches, tightening chests and trouble breathing when doing chores or going upstairs, said Maria Linz, a Leiali`i  resident and coordinator at the Leial'i recovery center.
Before last August's fire, Lahaina's air was usually sweet and salty. After, it tasted acidic, Linz said. Worried, she sent her young son and her mother, who has health issues, to live with her sister in California. The rest of her family couldn't afford to leave. Even with three air purifiers and windows shut tightly, she kept finding black soot on their window sills and bed frames.
"We are blessed that our houses are still standing," Linz said. "But what people don't understand is we weren't untouched. We are damaged."
"There have been many days that I wish my home had burned down," she added.

Danilo Andres's granddaughter eats some snacks at their home in Lahaina. (Mengshin Lin for The Washington Post)


When fire damages a home, an insurance company usually follows a standard procedure, experts note. First, it dispatches an adjuster, sometimes a catastrophe specialist , to inspect the property and send back reports. In many smoke damage cases, carriers will bring on their own experts to assess the home's contamination, and then use those results when calculating the payment.If a family wants another, independent opinion, they usually have to pay for it, which can cost up to $5,000.
Dawn Bolstad-Johnson, a certified industrial hygienist who specializes in post-fire environments, says this poses inherent conflicts. The contracted testing companies insurers hire can conduct less comprehensive examinations than independent ones, according to reports from the Marshall and Lahaina fires The Post viewed. For these two disasters, insurers often refused to pay for or accept third-party results. There are also no industry-accepted guidelines or requirements, as there are for other toxic exposures, for an independent expert  to recheck homes to ensure they are safe to occupy, Bolstad-Johnson said.
In addition, many homeowners have little to no experience with smoke contamination. As a result, their claim settlements often do not adequately reflect the extent of their exposure, putting them at risk, according to eight experts and policyholder advocates. Every Lahaina family The Post talked to had that experience.
Linz, whose home was near the fire line, filed her claim shortly after the blaze. State Farm did not send out a smoke expert until Nov. 30, and refused requests to have that inspector do more thorough testing, such as checking behind the walls, emails show. The tester wiped six areas of her home. In January, Linz received the results: there was "definitive presence of combustion by-products" from a fire, but it was not high. The attic, for example, came back "inconclusive."
In January, State Farm gave Linz $13,000 to handle her smoke contamination. At the time, restoration companies had been quoting her neighbors and other Lahaina residents -- depending on the size of their home, amount of contents inside and its proximity to the fire -- anywhere from $36,000 to $80,000, according to estimates seen by The Post. Her entire payout, which addressed other damage, wouldn't even cover that, she said, so she decided to scrub, dust and wipe down her home herself. She'd later learn from a third-party test that her home was much more contaminated.
"We are not trying to make money or profit off of disaster," said Linz. "We just want our houses cleaned. We want to know we are safe in our homes, and we don't know that."

Lisa Cabingas goes through her binders and documents for her insurance claims in Lahaina. (Mengshin Lin for The Washington Post)


Three other families who talked to The Post reported similar experiences.
In a nearby neighborhood -- straight downwind from where the fire started -- Danilo Andres has been "slowly" ripping out carpets, throwing out beds and repainting each wall of the large two-story home he built himself nearly 40 years ago. State Farm's tester found "elevated" levels of char throughout the home, the report shows. But the amount State Farm gave him wasn't close to the $60,000 a restoration company said was needed to remove the fire residue. "Most of the house was toxic," he said. He and his wife are still  in a hotel.
During the day, Andres drives around guests for the Westin resort, a job he's had since 1987. In the evenings, he rips up his house. The work has given him a cough and "severe headaches." His temples still ache when he shampoos his hair. But he's hustling to finish, particularly the master bedroom, not only so he and his wife "can go home," but for his family, too.
"My grandkids need to place to sleep if they come to the house after school," he said. "We can't afford a babysitter."
Last October, Hawaii Community Lending, a nonprofit that helps Native Hawaiians, decided to bring on outside experts because so many people were struggling with their insurance claims, said executive director Jeff Gilbraeth. Using a grant from SBP, a nonprofit disaster response organization, Hawaii Community Lending contracted Troy Hanohano, a native Hawaiian public adjuster, to represent families in their discussions with insurers.
Unlike normal public adjusters, Hanohano is not making a commission on these 100 or so cases, most of them smoke damage, and most of them insured by State Farm. Every week, he flies from Oahu to meet with residents, squeezing his tall frame into rental cars and chugging energy drinks as he drives from the Leiali'i recovery center to home after home. Accustomed to this kind of exhausting work, Hanohano said he's never been this sick so often in his life.
"These homes are killing me," he's wheezed more than once over the last few months, making sure this reporter wore a 3M respirator mask when visiting some of the most contaminated ones in his caseload.
Six months later, Hawaii Community Lending brought on an independent testing company to recheck people's homes. Jonathan Bowers, the executive director of Clean Environmental Solutions, analyzed about 350 homes in Lahaina by collecting samples from inside the walls, the attics and on surfaces . Bowers, who also worked on the Marshall Fire, then sent his samples to an independent, certified lab. The results were concerning.
In Leiali'i, nearly all the samples  returned showing elevated levels of soot, ash or char, he said.
What's been baffling, Bowers said, is that insurance industry contractors have been taking more samples, yet the levels of contamination are coming up low or even non-detected. Bowers said his company has not needed to take as many  because of the "gross contamination" that he saw in Lahaina.
The Hussey family is a good example, Bowers said. Last September, State Farm sent EFI Global, one of their main contractors, to test the home. In a preliminary 19-page analysis, the contractor observed a significant amount of fire residue around the house. The inside smelled like smoke. "All carpets within the residence should be replaced," it said. And though the report shows that inspectors did not test the attic, they said the insulation needed to "be removed and replaced." Given "the proximity of the residence to the wildfire and a visual inspection," the exterior also needed to be cleaned.
The company then sent their tape lifts to its own laboratory, which concluded that only two of the 24 samples taken had "atypical" levels of soot, char and ash. The remaining ones fell in "acceptable ranges."
Based in part on those results, State Farm gave Janice about $21,790 to restore her home and $7,258 to clean personal property, documents show. That was shocking, she said, because Maui's main restoration company quoted her $43,826 for restoration, and that was just an initial estimate. State Farm also said in a letter that she "would be responsible for any additional charges" not in line with their tester's findings.
Hahohano later estimated it would cost up to $80,000 due to the contamination level, intensive work and the need to replace most everything inside.
In April, Bowers surveyed her residence. His 64-page analysis made some of the same observations as those from EFI Global, but his samples showed a much more dangerous situation: High levels of toxic carcinogens were found throughout the home. Each sample showed residue levels three to seven times higher than EFI Global's. The attic, for example, had a contamination level of 46 percent. The attic, 26 percent.
EFI Global did not respond for request for comment.

Danilo Andres's air conditioner is covered with ash from nearby debris and construction in Lahaina. (Mengshin Lin for The Washington Post)


Bowers explained the difference between the varying testing results: He tests in places that insurance contractors sometimes avoid -- such as in attics or behind the walls. He said he concurred with Hahohano's estimate.
"The way I evaluate a property is, 'Would I put my wife and my son in this home? Would I live in this home in its current condition?'" Bowers explained. "The answer had always been no in Lahaina."
An insurance company has an obligation to thoroughly investigate a loss, according to Hawaii's and other states' statues. As emails he shared with The Post show, Hanohano sent documentation to State Farm on behalf of multiple families -- including Linz and the Husseys -- showing that the carrier's contractors did not test the attic or the wall cavities, a necessity since, as he wrote in one from May 14, they "may or may not contain potential carcinogenic combustion byproducts."
Sometimes, State Farm replied, asking for additional information, or informing them of a new adjuster on the case. Most other times, they did not. The carrier would not answer questions from The Post about how it handles findings from outside experts when determining smoke damage claims.

Crosses in a memorial for Lahaina wildfire victims. (Mengshin Lin for The Washington Post)


And, because a house absorbs and holds onto these toxic gases and particles, experts say families should replace almost everything inside, such as insulation, couches, mattresses, carpets and clothing. Smoke, soot, ash and char can also corrode electronics.
Walking through the Hussey's living room, Hanohano pointed to the rug, with toy trains still askew from when they evacuated: "Would you want your kid playing on that?" He asked through his mask. "Or that?" he nodded to an unmade bed. "Even if it had been cleaned?"
Nearly three years ago, the Marshall Fire swept through the Boulder suburbs, incinerating 1,100 structures. The flames that windy December day got so close to Kimberly Redublado's home they "essentially baked it," she said. Every room smelled like a chemical plant, she recalled. When her carrier, USAA, sent an expert, they found that the contamination was "pervasive," and the home "not habitable," according to the report. Restoration workers aggressively stripped and cleaned her house, she said, but her "textiles came back still reeking of chemicals." When inside, she said her eyes would burn, her skin would turn red, and she and her children would taste metal in their mouths.
While USAA initially paid for the cleaning, further tests -- one of which USAA commissioned-- and an independent restoration company's assessment showed that there was still a strong smoke smell that "should be investigated," and all contaminated building materials needed to be removed, emails and reports show. USAA, however, did not agree, Redublado said.
Many of her neighbors were "in the same hell," she said. For more than a year, they compared notes about their symptoms and adjusters in a Facebook support group that had swelled to 600 members. Last December, Redublado sued USAA. Currently, she and more than a dozen other families are still in legal disputes with their insurers over the cost of their contamination and other damage.
In a statement, USAA said that it "disagrees with Plaintiff's allegations in this case. We strive to take care of our members and paid a substantial amount on this claim."
It's the disaster after the disaster that no one warns you about, Redublado said. She recently gave advice to a young mother in Lahaina who was struggling to get her insurance company to cover her baby's belongings -- such as bottles -- that were covered in that black dust.
Redublado often breaks down when she talks about her children. Her young son is autistic, and is still experiencing "horrible PTSD" from what he lost because of the fire, and the stress of the years-long aftermath. His twin sister is also in therapy.
"It becomes your life," she cried one August evening.
It has for Janice, too. She hasn't been able to grieve or put together a memorial for her daughter because of the "insurance mess." For the last year, she's taken meticulous notes about this experience, which she keeps in a red, "State Farm" emblazoned folder. "Called 3x and no replies," she scrawled on Sept. 20. Flipping through her spiral notebook one morning before work, she landed on a dateless entry titled, "emotional distress."
At the suggestion of a counselor, Janice had written down prompts to answer. One says: "Please provide a brief description of how your emotional wellbeing has been impacted by the fire."
She left it blank.
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Inflation has been higher in metros with greater 2020 Trump support
Metros that had more votes for Trump in 2020 have experienced higher inflation since then. Here's why and what that means for this election. 
By Alyssa Fowers | 2024-09-05
Inflation is a top issue for Americans this election. It's also been worse in redder metros, according to a Washington Post analysis of Bureau of Labor Statistics data.
Areas with greater support for Trump in 2020 have faced higher inflation since then among the 21 metropolitan areas -- major cities and their outlying suburbs -- where BLS tracks price data. The trend highlights a persistent challenge for Democratic candidates this fall.
The most drastic price growth was seen in metros along the Sun Belt, where the Harris campaign has opened a new path to electoral college victory.
Inflation reached historic highs nationwide over the last four years as the pandemic and foreign conflict threw wrenches into the supply chain, as well as housing and labor markets. Overall, prices rose by 20 percent between January 2021 and June 2024, compared to 4.6 percent during the corresponding period of 2017 to 2020. But inflation was particularly pronounced in several swing states.
Large metros tend to be a strong Democratic voter base and are especially key to wins in swing states. The Phoenix and Atlanta regions made up the majority of 2020 votes in their states and were essential to flipping their states blue for the first time in decades. Both were early campaign stops for Vice President Kamala Harris and have been visited by former president Donald Trump and Sen. JD Vance (Ohio).
In the last four years, the Phoenix and Atlanta metro areas have also faced some of the highest inflation in the country.
Las Vegas is also critical, with nearly 70 percent of the 2020 vote in Nevada coming from the metro area. While BLS does not publish inflation data for Las Vegas, other measures show that the area is facing a housing-cost crisis.
Texas and Florida are considered solidly Republican for the presidential race, but higher costs have come into play for the long-shot Senate seats Democrats are eying in each state. Tampa, Miami and Dallas are among the five cities with the highest inflation since 2020. In Florida, candidates have sparred over the source of rising prices: Democratic candidate Debbie Mucarsel-Powell blames Republican incumbent Rick Scott for his policies previously as governor, while Scott points to government spending under Biden.
Prices on most items have risen since 2020, but housing costs -- which were a major driver of inflation nationwide -- rose far faster in red and swing-state metro areas along the Sun Belt.
Many of these metros have higher shelter costs because their population grew faster than available housing.
The Phoenix metro area gained over 100,000 residents in 2022, a 45 percent increase over 2019, according to a Washington Post analysis of census data, as rising job demand and a burgeoning computer chip industry drew workers to the area. More than 1 in 50 residents in Phoenix had moved there in the last year.
Home prices in Phoenix have come down since their height in mid-2022 as new construction begins to meet demand, but are still nearly 40 percent higher than in December 2020. Other cities along the Sun Belt, including Charlotte, Orlando, Tampa and Austin, saw a similar share of new residents and spike in home prices.
Increases in home prices are cooling off in many places, but few people feel better about what they're paying today.
While inflation has cooled, that only means prices have stopped going up as drastically -- not that they have returned to pre-pandemic levels. The share of Americans naming inflation as their top financial worry is higher in 2024 than it was in 2022 as inflation peaked.
That perception is also split across party lines: Republicans were more than twice as likely in 2024 to name inflation as top worry than Democrats, and have been more likely to name inflation as a top concern since 2021.
The Trump campaign claims that immigration crackdowns and increased tariffs would bring prices down and increase available housing. Experts say those policies would probably have the opposite effect, undercutting the labor market and passing tariff costs on to consumers.
Vice President Harris has released a slate of economic proposals meant to address the high cost of living, including $25,000 for first-time home buyers, a new child tax credit and a ban on price gouging. But those moves could increase spending, turning up the economy and prices, just as inflation reaches its lowest level in three years and interest rates are poised to come down.
Inflation was a major liability for President Joe Biden when he was the presumptive Democratic presidential candidate. But it's unclear whether the attacks will have the same sticking power for Harris. After months of slamming Biden on rising prices, Trump campaign ads have shifted from economic concerns to crime and border security now that Harris is the nominee. Although Harris performs better than Biden on economic issues, voters are still more likely to trust Trump with the economy, according to a Post-ABC-Ipsos poll.
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Work Advice: Office 'conversation hogs' talk back
In response to a recent column on overtalkers at work, readers offer observations and solutions from their own workplaces.
By Karla Miller | 2024-09-05

(iStock)


Last week, I responded to a worker whose colleague has a bad habit of dominating conversations and whose boss has given up on trying to rein him in. This week, I am sharing observations from readers on what has worked for them in these situations -- including from the talkative workers themselves.
"As it turns out, I am a conversation hog," said Christina Sarris, an assisted-living engagement coordinator (self-dubbed the Bingo Lady) from South Carolina. Although she didn't mention having an official diagnosis herself, Sarris said she "self-identifies" as having attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder and struggles with "knowing when to hush."
"I find it very difficult to concentrate on other people's end of the conversation when it is activating so many ideas and stories in my own head," Sarris said in an email. Still, she emphasized, "I desperately want to connect with others respectfully and appropriately so they feel comfortable."
Before being diagnosed with ADHD, "I used to interact with others in a similar way, and I didn't realize what I was doing until someone told me," said an online commenter under the handle Lois Lane. "If someone hadn't told me, kindly, but also explicitly, I would never have known and improvement would not have been possible."
Of course, as other commenters noted, habitually talking over people can be a sign of something less benign, such as controlling tendencies or antisocial self-centeredness that the speaker has no intention of relinquishing. And it's sometimes hard to tell what kind of overtalker you are dealing with. Someone who apologizes, owns the behavior and makes a visible effort to do better is probably worth granting some grace and consistent, patient reinforcement. Someone whose cluelessness borders on toxicity -- who responds to feedback by lashing out, doubling down or plotting a vendetta -- also needs consistent and firm reinforcement, ideally from someone in a position to impose consequences and prevent teammates from becoming targets.
Some online commenters offered their own road-tested suggestions for reining in overtalkers: cutting them off midsentence, staring them down in silence or laying a gentle hand on their arm (something my kid does when my car karaoke gets out of control). Suggested verbal techniques ranged from polite directness and humor to snappy rejoinders.
One urge I don't recommend indulging is blurting out profanities or threats. While we have all fantasized about telling annoying motormouths to [stifle that flapping uvula], escalating the rudeness isn't great for workplace camaraderie and can be devastating to well-meaning people with neurological differences such as anxiety, ADHD or autism. And it gives ammunition to toxic people who want to claim they are the ones being bullied.
Instead, readers with talkative tendencies said kind, direct feedback has been the most helpful in making them aware of the problem so they can work on improving their impulse control, which many have been able to do through conscious effort. When talking with her teammates at work, for example, Sarris said she now focuses on coming up with follow-up questions for the speaker to keep her mind on topic.
Several online commenters mentioned using egg timers or other devices in meetings to set consistent time limits on each speaker. One reported using a literal gong to keep a notoriously voluble presenter from going over time. (And if that reminds you as it does me of bell bottoms and Chuck Barris, you may be due for a bone density test.)
Success at reining in a chatterbox also depends on the workplace culture. A healthy environment that encourages respect and candor can make these conversations easier to have. Sarris said her small team, made up of "highly motivated and enthusiastic professionals" like her, is "generous in listening for a few minutes of hogging." When someone needs to interrupt or concentrate, Sarris said, they are all comfortable raising their hands or asking for a silent pause.
An environment where people feel safe acknowledging their own challenges and flaws also stands a better chance of producing results. A manager who spoke on the condition of anonymity to protect his workers' identities said people at his workplace generally "speak openly about challenges we've had in life." Being able to admit their own foibles, instead of having to struggle to conceal them, allows everyone to lower their defenses.
That openness is especially helpful coming from management. The anonymous manager, who has ADHD and has found himself dominating conversations by accident on occasion, said his diagnosis helped when it came time to ask an impulsive talker on his team to reel it in a bit: "I came in leading with humility and not pretending to be perfect myself," he said in an email.
As you might expect, when it's time to clamp down on overtalking, it's best not to waste time mincing words.
"Deal with it quickly ... don't let too much time lapse and don't drag it out as a major conversation topic if you don't have to," the manager said. His recommended approach is to "name the pattern and ask for [the employee's] help in how to solve the problem, rather than going in with a plan to tell them what they need to fix."
Finally, he counseled against enforcing black-and-white rules or maintaining strict control over his team. Instead, he tries to "lead with a goal of the atmosphere we're going toward," one that gives everyone a chance to be heard.
Reader Query:  How's your post-Labor Day work transition? Do you have a bit of "new school year" excitement, or does it just feel like more of the same with extra traffic? Did you even get a summer break? Tell me about it at karla.miller@washpost.com.
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Biden preparing to block Nippon Steel purchase of U.S. Steel
President Joe Biden is set to block Nippon Steel's $14.9 billion acquisition of U.S. Steel, a major industry move.
By David J. Lynch, Jeff Stein | 2024-09-05

President Joe Biden, backstage before speaking at the Democratic National Convention last month, is said to be close to announcing a move to formally block Nippon Steel's proposed $14.9 billion acquisition of U.S. Steel. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


President Joe Biden is preparing to announce that he will formally block Nippon Steel's proposed $14.9 billion acquisition of U.S. Steel, according to three people with knowledge of the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe a decision not yet made public.
The stunning move to kill a deal featuring a corporation from Japan, a close U.S. ally, comes as Vice President Kamala Harris battles former president Donald Trump for support from union members across the industrial Midwest.
The acquisition has been under investigation by the interagency Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS) for potential national security implications. A White House official declined to comment but said in a statement that CFIUS had not yet transmitted its recommendation to the president. Under the law, the president can block a private transaction only after receiving the panel's final report.
But after an extensive review, the Treasury-led committee appears to have concluded that the national security concerns raised by the acquisition could not be mitigated, according to two industry sources who asked not to be named discussing sensitive deliberations.
After The Washington Post broke the news of the president's decision on Wednesday, U.S. Steel's stock price lost one-quarter of its value in roughly 30 minutes of trading. The company's shares finished the day down 17.5 percent.
Earlier Wednesday, before the news broke, U.S. Steel CEO David Burritt warned that the deal's collapse would put at risk "thousands of good-paying union jobs" and raise "serious questions" about the likelihood that the company would remain headquartered in Pittsburgh.

U.S. Steel workers rally outside company headquarters in Pittsburgh on Wednesday, supporting the acquisition by Japan's Nippon Steel. U.S. Steel warned that it could shut its headquarters and shutter long-running factories in Pennsylvania if the acquisition by Nippon is blocked. (Rebecca Droke/AFP/Getty Images)


Last week, Nippon Steel increased its planned investment in the new U.S. Steel by $1.3 billion in addition to the $1.4 billion it had previously detailed. The Japanese company said the extra money would modernize two of U.S. Steel's largest facilities, the Mon Valley Works in Pennsylvania and Gary Works in Indiana.
"A stand-alone U.S. Steel would not make the same financial commitments," U.S. Steel said Wednesday.
The companies have yet to receive any formal notification from the government. And no date for the presidential announcement has yet been set, the people with knowledge of the matter said.
"We continue to stand by the fact that there are no national security issues associated with this transaction, as Japan is one of our most staunch allies. We fully expect to pursue all possible options under the law to ensure this transaction, which is [the] best future for Pennsylvania, American steelmaking, and all of our stakeholders, closes," U.S. Steel said in response to questions.
The president first publicly opposed the deal in March, saying it was "vital" for U.S. Steel to remain American-owned. Administration officials privately told Japanese diplomats that the president's stance was linked to his need to win United Steelworkers union support in the November election. Pennsylvania's 19 electoral votes remain pivotal for Harris, who replaced Biden on the Democratic ticket.
Harris voiced her opposition to the deal this week. In January, Trump said he would "block it instantaneously" if he were returned to the White House. Many lawmakers, especially from Pennsylvania and Ohio, also expressed dismay at the transaction.
The union opposed the Nippon deal, preferring a rival bid by Cleveland Cliffs, an American steelmaker based in Cleveland. U.S. Steel had rejected its $7.3 billion offer four months before Nippon Steel weighed in.
Nippon Steel sought to win union backing by promising that it would institute no layoffs or plant closures after completing the acquisition and would commit $1.4 billion to refresh U.S. Steel's aging plants.
But United Steelworkers President David McCall derided the company's plan as "empty." Loopholes in the deal made the promises unenforceable, he said.
Nippon Steel said it was drawn to the United States by Biden's use of tax incentives and subsidies to spur domestic production. Buying U.S. Steel, which operates both traditional blast furnaces and smaller, more efficient electric arc systems, would enable it to capitalize on the U.S. industrial rebound.
Yet even as Nippon Steel's interest validated the president's economic policies, he was turning against the deal.

A statue of Joe Magarac, a folk-hero steelworker, at the gate of U.S. Steel's Edgar Thompson Works in Braddock, Pa. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Within days of its announcement in December 2023, the White House signaled concern, with National Economic Council Director Lael Brainard stating that Nippon's bid warranted "serious scrutiny."
The only way that the president could kill the transaction would be by invoking the national security language of the CFIUS law.
Yet independent analysts were baffled by the idea that allowing Japan's Nippon Steel to acquire the Pittsburgh steelmaker would somehow harm U.S. national security.
Japan has been a U.S. ally since the end of World War II. The U.S.-Japan Security Treaty obligates the United States to defend Japan if it is attacked, and almost 55,000 American military personnel are stationed in Japan.
The U.S. military's annual steel requirements, meanwhile, amount to just 3 percent of total domestic production, according to the Pentagon, suggesting U.S. Steel by itself is not essential to the national defense. The Defense Department does not buy anything directly from the company.
And Nippon Steel already owns stakes in several smaller U.S. Steel companies, which employ about 4,000 American workers.
Under those circumstances, many analysts regarded the Biden administration's stance as politically driven.
"Japan is an ally. We need our friends at a time when geopolitical tensions couldn't be higher," said one industry executive, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to maintain relations with the White House.
U.S. Steel boasts an impressive history: It was the nation's first billion-dollar corporation, was formed by industrial heroes including John D. Rockefeller and provided the raw material that helped win World War II.
But it no longer is the industrial titan it once was.
Today, U.S. Steel is the nation's third-largest steelmaker by revenue, employs half as many workers as it did 20 years ago and has lost money in nine of the past 15 years.
Company executives and Wall Street analysts saw Nippon Steel as a suitor that could revive the American company's blast furnaces and equip it for intensifying global competition.
The deal would have created the third-largest global steelmaker in a bid to compete with Chinese rivals.
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Nordstrom family proposes taking its department store chain private
The $3.8 billion deal comes as the national chain faces weakness in its core business even as the Nordstrom Rack subsidiary grows.
By Jaclyn Peiser | 2024-09-04

A Nordstrom store in Pittsburgh. The longtime department store, founded in 1901, remained private for 70 years before going public. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


The Nordstrom family wants to take its namesake department store private in a $3.8 billion deal, the company confirmed Wednesday.
The deal, led by chief executive Erik Nordstrom and his brother Pete Nordstrom, president and chief brand officer, proposes $23 per share in cash, slightly more than Tuesday's close and less than its value as recently as mid-July.
The group making the offer includes Mexican department store and real estate company El Puerto de Liverpool, which already has a 10 percent stake in Nordstrom and would own 49.9 percent of the company if the deal goes through.
A special committee will review the offer "in consultation with independent financial and legal advisors to determine the course of action that is in the best interests of Nordstrom and all shareholders," the Seattle-based company said in a news release.
Founded in 1901, the company remained private for 70 years before going public. In 2018, the Nordstrom family made a failed attempt at taking the company private. The new proposal, which includes $250 million in bank financing, would award 50.1 percent ownership to the family.
The proposal comes at a challenging time for department stores. The middle-market consumer who once flocked to department stores to indulge in retail therapy or splurge on an accessible-luxury handbag is showing restraint as grocery prices and interest rates remain high.
Other department stores have already responded to the pressure: Macy's earlier this year announced it was shuttering 150 stores, shifting focus to its luxury store footprint, which includes Bluemercury, Bloomingdale's and its smaller Bloomie's locations. Saks Fifth Avenue announced in July it was acquiring Neiman Marcus for $2.65 billion, a move that the two retailers hope will create stability as they grapple with sluggish growth.
Nordstrom, whose stock price hovered around $22.68 midday Wednesday after the deal was announced, has been buoyed by its off-price subsidiary Nordstrom Rack. The company opened 11 new Rack locations and plans to open 22 more by the end of the fiscal year. Same-store sales during the quarter at Rack were up more than 4 percent, compared to less than 1 percent growth for Nordstrom's traditional stores. The company's overall results exceeded Wall Street's expectations as the company continues to make up ground after years of weak sales. Its stock price is up almost 24 percent since the beginning of the year.
The retailer has been "getting back on track," but its market value has been limited by the weakness in its core business, said Neil Saunders, managing director of GlobalData. "However, the business remains one of two halves. The department store division has various structural challenges, while the off-price Rack division is starting to produce some good growth," he said.
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Boeing Starliner is set to return home Friday, with no astronauts
The spacecraft's return without its crew represents a stinging loss for Boeing, which had hoped the test flight would lead to regular operational missions for the spacecraft.
By Julian  Mark | 2024-09-04

Boeing's Starliner spacecraft seen July 3. (NASA/AP)


The Boeing Starliner space capsule that lost NASA officials' confidence to safely bring home two astronauts will begin its return from orbit with no crew Friday and, if all goes well, parachute to a landing in New Mexico early Saturday.
But even a successful landing will be something of a hollow victory. The last leg of the groundbreaking mission would conclude a test flight that strained relations between Boeing and NASA and raised questions about when the Starliner will become fully operational.
NASA officials on Wednesday detailed their plans for the remote-control return trip for the spacecraft, which took astronauts Sunita Williams and Barry "Butch" Wilmore to the International Space Station in early June but was deemed unfit to bring them home because of equipment issues. The astronauts will be brought home by a SpaceX capsule instead and will remain at the station until February.
The plan is to have the Starliner undock Friday at 6:04 p.m., depending on the weather. Using thruster burns, it will be steered toward Earth to begin its descent into the atmosphere. Officials expect the uncrewed capsule will land at White Sands Space Harbor in New Mexico around 12:03 a.m. Saturday.
"It's been a journey to get here, and we're excited to have Starliner undock and return," said Steve Stich, NASA's commercial crew program manager, during a news conference.
The spacecraft's return without Wilmore and Williams represents a stinging loss for Boeing, which had hoped the test flight would lead to regular operational missions for the spacecraft. But because the Starliner experienced thruster problems and helium leaks as it brought the pair up to the space station, NASA deemed the complete round trip with crew too risky. Now Boeing will have to continue to run tests on the Starliner on the ground before it can be fully certified for future crewed flights, NASA officials said.
"It has been a really busy and challenging summer," said Dana Weigel, NASA's ISS program manager.
Boeing did not answer a question Wednesday about the future of Starliner beyond its return. "Boeing continues to focus, first and foremost, on the safety of the crew and spacecraft," the company said in a statement. "We are executing the mission as determined by NASA, and we are preparing the spacecraft for a safe and successful uncrewed return."
The challenges are not over. The SpaceX Dragon mission that is set to bring home Wilmore and Williams is slated to launch Sept. 24. The Dragon capsule will remain at the ISS until February, then it will return to Earth with the pair of astronauts. The original Crew-9 mission was supposed to have a full contingent of four astronauts but was reduced to two to make room for Wilmore and Williams. A SpaceX capsule that arrived at the ISS in March has been configured as an emergency return vehicle for the pair, officials said.
Weigel said that she's exchanged emails with Wilmore and Williams, and that they're happy and on board with the plan.
"They're ready to execute whatever mission we put in front of them," Weigel said.
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Which fast-food value meal is the best deal? We tried 6 popular options.
Fast-food chains have scrambled to offer value meals for customers angered by rising costs. We sampled six of them. 
By Emily Heil | 2024-09-05
After years of attempting to lure consumers with novelty menu items -- or the tastiest, spiciest fried-chicken sandwich -- fast-food chains have recently started touting something more fundamental, if not downright old-fashioned: bargains.
Food prices are up across the board, including at drive-through windows, where diners have long expected to find sustenance (and lots of it) on the cheap. And that upward creep hasn't gone unnoticed by customers, who have taken to social media to share stories of being charged the equivalent of champagne prices for beer-budget products.
To placate those discontents, and to keep people from bolting to slightly more upscale fast-casual places such as Chipotle or Cava, the big chains have recently begun expanding their "value" menus and, notably, rolling out new combination meals, many for $5. Not all of these allegedly wallet-friendly repasts are created equal, though.
After sampling a slew of the bargain goods, I found that there is not one single best deal, since what people are looking for in their grease-stained paper sacks might vary. Some brands offer wider ranges of choices, and price points differ. Some diners want variety, and others are simply looking for maximum fuel for their buck -- which is why we included a calculation of how many calories per dollar the meals provide, the ultimate utilitarian measure.
We set out to sample the biggest chains' offerings. Where applicable, we went with the more classic burger option over chicken. And in our calorie counts, we used the information provided by the chains and did not include the calories in the drinks or sauces and condiments on offer.
Here's how six fast-food giants' value meals stack up.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Name: $5 Meal Deal
Price: $5
What's included: One McDouble or McChicken, 4-piece chicken nuggets, small fries and a small drink.
A la carte price: $9.46 ($4.46 savings)
Weight: 10.25 ounces
Calories: 800
Calories per dollar: 160
How does it taste? This deal and a few others below might constitute a splitable meal for two not-very-hungry people, if, like me, you find the idea of four nuggets as a side a bit overwhelming. The McDouble is often confused with the Golden Arches's double cheeseburger, but it actually contains a single slice of cheese to the double cheeseburger's two. (I prefer the latter, which offers more cheese to compensate for the dry patties.) And McDonald's nuggets will never be confused with more premium chicken strips you might find elsewhere (and higher prices), but they're a nostalgic blast from the carpooling past.
Best for: Sharing with a hangry kid.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Name: Taste of KFC meal
Price: $4.99
What's included: One drumstick, one thigh, mashed potatoes with gravy and a biscuit.
A la carte price: $12.76 ($7.77 savings)
Weight: 14.5 oz.
Calories: 720
Calories per dollar: 144.2
How does it taste? I'm a fan of KFC's classic bird when it's done right (I've had a couple of buckets that seemed overfried and dried out) with its gentle spices and golden-brown hue. And this combo platter offers dark meat, which is my go-to. But the gluey, instant mashed potatoes awash in a brown sauce that gives gravy a bad name? And the gummy-centered biscuit? They're just dragging this deal down. Unlike the other chains' value meals, this one doesn't come with a drink.
Best for: Tossing (the sides) in the trash.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Name: Your Way Meal
Price: $5
What's included: One Whopper Jr., Chicken Jr. or bacon cheeseburger; 4-piece nuggets, value fries and a value drink.
A la carte price: $9.36 ($ 4.36 savings)
Weight: 10.1 ounces
Calories: 744
Calories per dollar: 148.8
How does it taste? The flame-broiled flavor of Burger King's signature menu item, the Whopper, (and its mercifully smaller offspring, the Whopper Jr.) is polarizing. I'm firmly against the overwhelming essence of smoke (which the chain insists is unaided by boosters), but the backyard-grill style has its acolytes. Otherwise, the flat and overbreaded nuggets as well as the mealy fries offer no other reason to make a royal visit.
Best for: Charheads.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Name: Original Bag
Price: $5.99
What's included: Choice of two entrees -- either a double cheeseburger, a ham and cheese sandwich or a chicken tender wrap; small fries and a small drink.
A la carte price: $11.26 ($5.27 savings)
Weight: 12.1 oz.
Calories: 1,060
Calories per dollar: 177
How does it taste? My own confusion over what the deal entailed first led me to order two double cheeseburgers. (I read the signage to indicate that your only options were the cheeseburger or the ham and cheese, with the chicken tender wrap serving as a side. In fact, you can pick two of any of these options.) And that made for a lot of burger, especially when the patties were as dry -- though pleasantly well-seasoned -- as these pucks. On a subsequent visit, I tried the chicken tender wrap, which was bland and forgettable. And while I like the relatively novel prospect of crinkle-cut fries, these were pale, sad spud specimens.
Best for: Last resorts.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Name: $5 Biggie Bag
Price: $5
What's included: Either one crispy chicken sandwich, one double stack burger or one Jr. bacon cheeseburger; 4-piece nuggets, fries and a small drink. (Note: At my location, the double stack burger option was $6.)
A la carte price: $11.46 ($6.46 savings)
Weight: 10.63 ounces
Calories: 760
Calories per dollar: 152
How does it taste? The Jr. bacon cheeseburger leans smoky and sweet -- it lacks the onion and pickles that sharpen up McDonald's beefy value option. And again, there's that nap-inducing side of nuggets. While I ordered the regular version for consistency's sake, a good move here is to get the spicy ones instead, which offer a pleasant bit of heat to Wendy's otherwise bland chicken. Variety-seekers might like the saucy options (including honey BBQ, garlic parm, buffalo and spicy ghost pepper), but I've generally found them to be overdressed and apt to go soggy quickly. A nice surprise here was the fries, which were thicker than McDonald's and surprisingly redolent of ... potatoes.
Best for: Spicy nuggs fans.

(Scott Suchman for Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Name: Luxe Cravings Box
Price: $7
What's included: One Chalupa supreme, one beefy 5-layer burrito, one double-stacked taco, chips with nacho cheese and a medium drink.
A la carte price: $16.85 ($9.85 savings)
Weight: 17.5 ounces
Calories: 1,400
Calories per dollar: 200
How does it taste? Here's another deal that offers enough for two bargain-seekers. Variety is a big draw here, too, with four separate items in addition to the drink. It's a sampling of what Taco Bell does best: vegetarian options (you can get the puffy-coated chalupa with beans instead of the chain's mealy ground beef), textural contrasts (the double-stacked taco employs the layering a soft tortilla around a crunchy one) and unquestionable value for volume. There's a reason Taco Bell has a long-standing reputation as a destination for broke musicians on tour. While others might have different criteria, that combination made this was the winner of the bunch for me.
Best for: An alternative to the endless sea of fast-food burgers and far and away the best bang for your buck.
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This thrilling Spanish red wine delivers impressive value for $19
Plus an incredible Italian red that punches way above its price point and a perennial favorite rose for early fall sipping.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-09-05

FROM LEFT: Goros Monastrell-Syrah 2019; Famille Fabre Domaine Aureillan Rose Cotes de Provence 2023; Kellerei-Cantina Andrian Rubeno Lagrein 2022. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


This week we have two thrilling red wines -- from Spain and Italy -- that, while not at rock-bottom prices, deliver tremendous value for the money. And a favorite rose from Provence, ideal for late-summer sipping, returns for a reprise.
Alicante, Spain, $19
I raved about this winery's 2020 tempranillo back in March, and this blend of monastrell (the Spanish name for mourvedre) and syrah is just as impressive. It even has two advantages over the tempranillo -- an extra year in bottle has helped the flavors of sagebrush, wild mushroom and black pepper mesh into a seamless palate. And it's a few dollars cheaper. Certified organic, vegan. Alcohol by volume: 14 percent. Bottle Weight: 415 grams (Light).
Imported by Artadi USA. Distributed locally by Salveto Imports.
Provence, France, $26
This salmon-colored rose is a perennial favorite of mine. It has a tannic grip with flavors of cantaloupe, wild thyme and sea salt, as if capturing a Mediterranean breeze in your glass. This winery also produces the Cap au Large rose I recommended last month. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 405 grams (Light).
Imported and distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Alto Aldige, Italy, $27
More savory than fruity, this gorgeous wine seems to channel the spirit of the Italian Alps. Spice and herbs, meat and mushrooms, some funky aroma from a cheese waiting on the sideboard in the next room, a whiff of smoke from the hearth. It's all here. ABV: 13.5 percent. BW: 545 grams (Average).
Imported and distributed locally by Banville Wine Merchants.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Sheet pan salmon with miso-honey butter is a summery dinner for two
Miso, honey and butter flavor salmon fillets, sweet corn and sneakily spicy shishito peppers. 
By Daniela Galarza | 2024-09-05

Sheet Pan Salmon With Miso-Honey Butter. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
Early September is my favorite time of year. The gorgeous weather is bested only by the bounty at the market. I love how the baby seedlings and earnest shoots of spring and summer have blossomed and ballooned into fruits and vegetables in every color.
In this new salmon recipe, I'm giving summer corn and shishito peppers an opportunity to steal the limelight from salmon slathered with miso, honey and butter. It's a riff on a dish from Hokkaido, Japan.
Get the recipe: Sheet Pan Salmon With Miso-Honey Butter
After setting a goal to learn more about Japanese cooking techniques in 2022, last December, I spent two spectacular weeks with friends in the country. There were many wonderful tastes: new-to-me shellfish, exquisite wagashi, half a dozen types of ramen, fresh tofu skin, plump gyoza, sweet potato soft serve. I could go on and on.
One day in Tokyo, hungry and wandering around solo, I popped into a small restaurant and impulsively ordered a dish from a digital kiosk based entirely on the photograph of the food. (Unfortunately, I don't understand or speak Japanese.) Only after taking a bite did I ask someone what it was. "Chan chan yaki," the man behind the counter said with a patient smile.
Later, I looked it up. It's a dish from Hokkaido, the grassy, mountainous island prefecture in the north that is well-known as the heart of Japan's dairy industry. At every hotel we stayed at in Tokyo, Kyoto and Osaka, the breakfast buffets featured little round packets of butter labeled as being from Hokkaido. I hoarded them, convinced that it was the best butter I had ever tasted -- simultaneously light and rich, with a faint sweetness -- determined to find a way to sneak some back to the States with me. (Alas, this was not to be.)

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Carolyn Robb for The Washington Post)


Cooks in Hokkaido use that butter in all sorts of ways -- one of which is chan chan yaki, a homey dish of miso-butter salmon. Many cooks know that miso and salmon are an easy match. The salty fermented soybean or grain paste stands up well to the fish's rich flesh, as in this riff on ochazuke, this corn chowder and this simple grilled salmon. In Hokkaido, the miso gets blended with butter, creating a sauce with depth and umami that melts into the tender fish, no matter how it's cooked.
In this spin on chan chan yaki, I've added honey and garlic to the miso-butter mix. I like to broil the fish on a sheet pan alongside corn kernels and sweet and sneakily spicy shishito peppers for a meal that takes me back to Japan -- and makes summer linger just a little longer.
Get the recipe: Sheet Pan Salmon With Miso-Honey Butter
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Ask Sahaj: My husband gets frustrated when I try to help care for his mom
Is this letter writer making things worse by trying to help their husband care for his mom?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-09-05

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: My mother-in-law, "Sally," recently moved into an independent living facility in our hometown. My husband's four siblings live several hours away and are not remotely helpful. All of her children have a good deal of resentment toward Sally based on the way she compared them to and pitted them against each other throughout their lives and the demands and expectations she has of them with respect to their treatment of her. So it is no surprise that none of them value their relationship with her.
Of course, my husband has been bearing the brunt of her "care" given geography, and it is wearing on him. He is increasingly frustrated with her -- even the mention of her name raises his blood pressure. I want to help and did so in the first year or two that she was here, but often that would result in more frustration on his part. He felt guilty for my having to help, and Sally would often become angry that she was seeing me and not her son. She has also fabricated arguments with me on a few occasions -- I think so she can force my husband into being the only one to spend time with her.
It has become an untenable situation; I want to help, but it seems to make it worse when I do. I also want my husband to be able to be with his mom without experiencing so much frustration and anger. I know therapy could help, but he is not interested in further adding to the time he spends on "mom" issues.
-- Ticking Time Bomb
Ticking Time Bomb: I sense that your primary frustration is with how little you're able to help or ease the situation for your husband. And while you can't do the work for your husband, you can, instead, separate what is yours to do while urging him to take care of himself.
This feels untenable because there are blurred lines between what is yours to do, what is his to do, and where you both can give and take a little to make the whole situation less taxing. In fact, your "overhelping" may be a way to manage your anxiety and helplessness, but it seems to be adding to your husband's stress. Instead, get comfortable with the fact that you may not be able to fix or control this situation.
Your husband feels guilt when you step in because your actions contradict his belief that he and his siblings should be doing these things instead. You can encourage him to have difficult and honest conversations with his siblings about how being the primary caregiver is impacting him. This focuses less on their relationship with their mom and instead on how they may be able to support him. You may even consider directly asking your husband what he wants from you instead of assuming you know what he needs. This can prevent you from giving unsolicited advice or invalidating what he's feeling.
And yes, therapy would probably be a useful tool for your husband, but if he's resistant to it, there are other ways to self-care and de-stress. You can support his stress-management behaviors through words of encouragement and positive reinforcement. For instance, you can remind him that he used to love playing [enter hobby] and that he should consider taking it up again, or you can highlight how relaxed he seems after a day out with his buddy. Sometimes people just don't want to be told what to do, but you can still support him as he figures it out himself.
You may want to explore other ways to interact with his mom that feel less demanding on you both. Maybe it's setting up online games you can play with her from afar, like Words With Friends, or planning a monthly book club with her along with your husband's siblings via Zoom. This can help infuse joy into the relationship you both have with her without it feeling so emotionally taxing for all of you. You may even want to schedule when you both talk about her care together so it's integrated into your calendar and not something that drags on every day.
You also want to find ways to schedule time for each other so that your relationship isn't primarily focused on his mom. How are you maintaining intimacy and connection with each other through this? How can you spend quality time together that doesn't end up focusing on his family?
Nurturing your relationship with each other and your other loved ones can give you both a sense of balance and peace, which in turn can help you show up as healthier versions of yourself for his mom. After all, you can't take care of anyone else when your own cups are empty.
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From sketchbook to wallpaper: Behind the scenes at Rifle Paper Co.
How a hand-painted work eventually becomes a ubiquitous pattern.
By Rachel Kurzius | 2024-09-05
Rifle Paper Co. products are everywhere. Find party supplies at Target, bedding at Pottery Barn Kids, wallpaper at Anthropologie, and its eponymous stationery collections, well, all over. And they all bear the bright, playful patterns that have become the company's calling card, each of which began with hand-painted art from Anna Bond, co-founder, CEO and chief creative officer.
While Bond loves painting, her favorite part is what comes next -- turning art into a suite of products. "It's a fun challenge to create things that I think are beautiful but also people actually want to buy," she says. Bond walked us through how, exactly, that process works, using the Roses pattern, which was released this year, as an example.
Why roses? "I usually try to do a new floral pattern each season," Bond says. After the success of the company's Hydrangeas pattern, she wanted to create another that had a single flower type as a focal point. She drew inspiration from old books filled with specimen paintings and antique prints featuring roses.
Bond sees muses everywhere -- a rug in a museum or the pattern mixing in some element of British interior design -- and lets the ideas stew in her mind. "My process is usually taking a lot of things in for a while and then cramming a bunch of creativity into a few days -- get it all out," she says. "And then I need to recover and get more inspiration. I'm not like a slow and steady creative person."

Anna Bond paints flowers as part of the wallpaper-creating process. (Rifle Paper Co.)



Anna Bond, co-founder, CEO and chief creative officer of Rifle Paper Co. (Rifle Paper Co.)


While color is by no means finalized at this stage, Bond gravitated toward a palette of darker reds, yellows and pinks when she started to paint the roses. That color scheme led her toward the inclusion of raspberries.
She uses gouache paint on flat watercolor paper each time. Using the same materials and process for her first step brings "a consistency to our brand aesthetic, because everything is really starting with something hand-painted," she says. But she isn't concerned about how the elements of the pattern -- in this case, the various roses, leaves and raspberries -- are interacting at this stage.
"I always say that if someone were to go through all my original paintings, they're not always that good-looking because they're just made to scan," Bond says. That means that she spaces out the components of the painting so she can easily manipulate different pieces. Sometimes, even the paint colors she chooses will differ from what she wants in the final product, because she's using ones that are easier to work with in Photoshop.
Bond scans all of the paintings into Photoshop at the highest resolution with the help of a large flatbed scanner beneath her desk. The components don't have to be perfect to be ready for this step. "When we're piecing things together, I can move a little leaf to hang this way or move the flower head that way," Bond says. "It's sometimes funny when I'm painting because I'm like, 'Oh, I'll fix that later.'"

Bond adds layers of color to her roses. Many of these shades might change once she scans the painting into Photoshop. (Rifle Paper Co.)



A version of the Rose pattern. (Rifle Paper Co.)


Once the building blocks for the pattern are loaded into Photoshop, it's time for Bond and her team to figure out their layout. Should the flowers all be facing in the same direction? How big should they be? How much negative space? Bond usually has a preexisting pattern to compare with the work in progress -- often it's Garden Party, a colorful explosion of blossoms that remains Rifle's bestseller. "Some of it is putting those next to each other and making sure [the new pattern] does something different," she says. It also helps in terms of figuring out the scale. Roses "is pretty true to the scale I painted it," she says.
The Rifle team also has a "library of flowers" -- a collection of every blossom Bond has painted that "we can kind of play with and go back to," she says. The pattern Estee, a checkerboard of plant life, came about through futzing with these archival images.

The Roses pattern on a stationery set. (Rifle Paper Co.)



And on a notepad. (Rifle Paper Co.)


Once there's a mock-up, Bond will start talking with her team about what kind of items might work best with it. Whenever Bond is introducing a pattern, she likes to do so on products that are already bestsellers. "It's always risky to put a new pattern on a new product because both are unknowns, right? You could have a real dud on your hands," she says.
The Rifle team plays around with how to apply the pattern: "Okay, let's put this on stationery. Maybe it has a mint background. Let's try these other colors. What's the font that's going to go with that on the label?" Bond says. "And we kind of go through that process and start creating actual products with it and then sample those."
Products employ the pattern differently. Roses on a rug, for instance, will be much larger and more textured than on a spiral notebook. An embroidered journal might have only one of the roses rather than a repeating pattern. A lot of the color choices play to the product itself, and how it will be used, as well as the materials used to make it. Gold might be more of an accent for a notecard, but then a metallic version becomes the background for wrapping paper. "The more we can get out of one pattern, the better," she says.

Wallpapers using the Roses pattern. (Rifle Paper Co.)


Bond has found that colors that work on home products may vary from what works on stationery or accessories. The team is careful with yellows, for instance, which "can be really strong and difficult in-home." But Rifle definitely doesn't eschew color for home products like wallpaper. "People want color from us," Bond says. "So usually when I do something that's more minimal or quieter, it doesn't sell for us as well as the things that are brightly colored."
That's why, when it came to picking color schemes for the Roses wallpaper, the team wanted to make sure to have one with a bold navy background. Bond has also been drawn to plums and aubergines for home products recently.
Rifle partners with York Wallcoverings on its wallpaper offerings. Figuring out how to use patterns and colors is collaborative. The final decision generally happens at York's headquarters in Pennsylvania, where all of the options are displayed on boards to examine together.
Consumers get to choose from a handful of colorways for each pattern. "The editing process is really important," Bond says. "Do we have too many blues overall? Do we have too many kind-of-quirky ones, or which ones do you think are going to sell out?"
Deciding is a bit like drafting a sports team -- you want to make that sure all the options work well together and that each brings something unique to the table. She likes to think about it holistically: "Even though the two-color patterns are never typically going to be the bestsellers, they need to be there to tell the story."
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Carolyn Hax: How does divorced parent adjust to having less time with son?
A custody change means less time with their son. How does this parent adjust to the new status quo?
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-09-05

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My ex-husband petitioned to change our custody arrangement. For years I have had sole custody of our son, and he has had limited visitation. It now looks likely that he will have about 20 percent custody.
This is probably better for our son in the long run. I didn't always feel this way, but my ex has made some important life changes.
Still, I'm having a hard time with the idea of such a huge change to the status quo. Some of my girlfriends have suggested I lean into my new freedom when my son is somewhere else one or two nights a week, but even that doesn't feel great so far. How do I get myself ready for this change?
-- Sharing
Sharing: That's all parenting is: dealing with change. It comes in tiny increments sometimes, and sometimes in big jumps, but it's all just change. And yes, change does tend to feel bad until we can absorb the new conditions as normal.
The sooner you hand yourself over to change as ... a? the? definition of child-rearing, the better you'll feel about what's coming.
Your kid will appreciate it, too, in the long run. Some of the fiercest parent-kid clashes happen when Parent is stuck on seeing Kid as Version 2.0 -- not intentionally, just lulled into it -- when Kid is well into 3.0. It makes sense that they're better equipped for change than we are, because it's all they know. But that doesn't mean you can't work on changing your view.
Hi Carolyn: I know from faithfully reading your chats that no good can come of parents questioning the choices of adult children. But what is the appropriate response when an adult child announces, say, Awful Choice A? Is the proper parental response really "I'm so happy for you," even when cringing inside? Is there a more neutral way to comment on the choice that also clearly leaves the door open for adult children to seek further input? I worry the former is hypocritical and the latter is passive aggressive.
-- Supportive but Cringing Inside
Supportive but Cringing Inside: This is almost unanswerable without knowing what the choice is. Especially given Our Current Climate.
But if you can arrange your face into something pleasantly supportive, then you can't go wrong with drawing a person out. Maybe: "Whoa, okay, tell me all about it." And/or (if true): "You look so happy. Are you up for sharing details?" If you can't cover your surprise, then don't try: "Obviously you threw me. But, okay, I'm back, and I'd love to hear more."
There's also "Thank you for telling me," when you both know you won't be thrilled. Likewise, "I love you and I'm rooting for you." Never wrong, even if you hate the choice -- because your fear of an "awful" choice is always just fear of a bad end for your kid.
"If there's a way I can support you, ask" can mean help making the iffy choice work somehow or help if it pancakes.
Here's some useful internal dialogue: "Even an objectively bad choice can lead to good things." (Repeat: Internal.) Life is weird, and none of us has it all figured out, so humility drives all the best responses.
Last, but maybe not the least relevant, unfortunately: Having the "wrong" first reaction is human. Whether things are salvageable after a horrified "What?!" is up to your child, not you -- but owning the error helps if you're sincere and don't repeat your jab at Awful Choice A. "I blew that response. I'm sorry. Will you accept a do-over?" Good luck.
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Miss Manners: No need to inquire about house rules at the door
Should guests ask hosts of different cultures what manners are expected of them?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-09-05
Dear Miss Manners: In my grandparents' home, no food was allowed to go to waste. After a meal, if there was any food left on someone's plate, it would either be claimed by someone else or added to the soup pot that was always on the stove. If someone had gravy left on their plate and no bread to sop it up, they were allowed to lick the plate.
This was because my grandparents had left Europe to escape famine; wasting food was a matter of life and death. So manners are situational as well as cultural.
Knowing this, if you are a guest in a home representing an unfamiliar culture, would it be smart to discreetly ask the host or hostess if there are any special manners expected of you? You could do this at the door while you thank them for the invitation. If you were invited by a friend, should you ask them ahead of time?
No. And Miss Manners fears the consequences of inviting every hostess to improvise new rules for hungry guests at the front door.
But you cite an interesting example. Current dinner guests of your grandparents should not be considered disrespectful of your grandparents' life experience if they expect any licking of plates to occur out of sight.
Dear Miss Manners: I have never had a good memory, and now, in my 70s, my memory could be classified as poor.
I just invited a friend to see "Dune 2" with me, and he reminded me that he had declined to join me for the original "Dune," so why would he want to go to the sequel? He did attach a laughing emoji, but it still stung.
At a different friend's house, I admired some brickwork and asked who had done the installation, because I need some similar work done. She reminded me -- making her annoyance clear -- that I had asked before, and that she had told me the person no longer did that kind of work.
In both of these cases, I apologized for my poor memory. But I wonder if there is a way I can remind people that these memory lapses aren't really my fault, and that the kind thing to do is let them pass.
Your second friend was just being rude, and the proper way to acknowledge that is to make your apology perfunctory.
But are we so sure your friend with the emoji was not trying to be funny? Miss Manners suspects he did not really expect you to remember his having turned down an invitation to the original "Dune," which premiered 40 years ago. Even if he was referring to the more recent film, it might have lightened your own mood to answer, "I thought that after 40 years, your tastes might have changed for the better."
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: Father-in-law's partner makes visits unbearable
The letter writer dreads visits to their father-in-law because of his partner's awful behavior.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-09-05
Dear Eric: My father-in-law is in a relationship with a person that makes staying at his home during a visit an awful experience for me, my husband and our kids. My husband is not one to confront and is simply too kind and shy to stand up to this woman who has taken over hosting.
He also does not have open communication with his father to let him know his feelings or what has occurred during our visits. She doesn't even live there but makes him feel like an unwelcome guest in his own childhood home. My memories of the last couple holiday visits are primarily negative because of her.
I want to stay elsewhere this time around to try to make it a more positive experience for us and our kids. If we stay elsewhere the whole family will know I'm the one making that decision.
Should I just do the same as my husband would otherwise do or simply tell my father-in-law we are staying elsewhere this time around without giving a reason. I do not feel it is my place to discuss the issues about this woman with him so I feel I cannot be honest.
-- Fed-Up Visitor
Visitor: If I had a family crest, it would read "No more sufferfests!" No more grinning and bearing it at the vacation rental no one actually likes or doing the holiday tradition that makes everyone miserable. No more sufferfests!
Give yourself the gift of staying somewhere else. I wish your husband felt comfortable standing up for himself, but I'm glad that you're willing to advocate for everyone's happiness at least.
Tell your father-in-law that you decided to try something new, but if he asks, tell him the truth. You're family, too, and his partner's behavior affects you, also. It could also provide an opportunity to make sure he's okay, that she's not running roughshod over what he wants or treating him badly in other ways.
Dear Eric: My husband and I have been together for nearly 25 years, married for 15. We have two kids, 8 and 12. I cannot say that our marriage has been good or easy or that staying together has been wise, and I could have written about a litany of challenges.
I have always quibbled with the labor imbalance in our relationship. For two decades, I have been the one who did the heavy lifting: dinner, dishes, school paperwork, medical appointments, holidays, decorating the home. Our 8-year-old was born severely premature, and that added a few years of weekly appointments with specialists, ordering supplies, hospital stays, and the like. Those were mine to handle, too. It's been hard.
I deeply value opportunities to find joy in the special moments I've been able to create, as well as in my own successful career.
Last month, during an argument, my husband shouted at me that "all I do is make dinner." I am shattered and I don't know what to do. Setting aside that making dinner most nights for the past 20 years is work itself, I feel like every vacation I've planned or gift I've wrapped or wall I've painted has just been a waste of time.
What am I if all of these things were just nothing? I was already on the fence about whether I should stay in this relationship or leave, but now my core sense of self is so shaken, and I feel so ashamed that I've spent my whole adult life on something so meaningless. What do I do?
-- Invisible Labor
Labor: I'm so sorry. Your husband is dead wrong, and I know you know this. It's time to make a change for your own health and that of your kids.
You can give your husband the list of tasks you do, you can go on a strike, you can hash it out in couple's therapy, but at the end of the day, is this a person who values you? You deserve to be valued. The work that you're doing to make your life, and the lives of your kids better shows that you value yourself. That value is what matters, not his uninformed insults.
He has wasted 20 years not seeing you, but do you really feel that the doctor's appointments or homework help sessions or holiday decorations were a waste? Your children certainly don't. What you did mattered.
However, without some kind of intervention -- be it counseling or separation -- I fear that they're going to be influenced by his negativity and perhaps even take on his skewed view of labor or even of you. See a therapist on your own, if that's within your means, to sort through your feelings of shame. This will also help you get clarity about what future you want for your relationship, if any.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Stay-at-home dad does chores only for kid, not wife. Hax readers give advice.
He's an at-home dad with some flexible work hours, but refuses to do chores for his wife, who works full time at an office.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-09-04

Carolyn Hax. (Washington Post illustration)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My husband quit regular full-time work to become a stay-at-home parent (SAHP) whereas I (female) stayed in the workforce to be the breadwinner. Now he has a job where he works from home full time on whatever schedule he wants. Our child is in elementary school and goes to after-school care full time. A few weeks ago, my husband billed two hours in one week while I worked 55 hours.
The problem comes in how we each define a SAHP. My husband does domestic work ONLY for our child: pickup, meals, laundry, homework and playing. I still do the scheduling, health-care appointments, deep housecleaning, yard work and cooking and laundry for myself. He refuses to do anything I need, like picking up prescriptions. His explanation is that he quit his job to take care of our child, which doesn't include me. I thought of it like a typical SAHP situation where the person at home can do tasks during the day for all members. My husband also reminds me that I'm an adult who should be taking care of myself, and he's entitled to his time.
That means on nights and weekends, my focus is elsewhere and I'm too tired to do anything else, and my husband doesn't like it. He pointed out that my co-workers with SAHPs don't spend their down time like that, to which I responded, "That's because their SAHPs take care of EVERYONE in the household, not just the kids. No one is doing my laundry but me!" This exchange erupted into a fight where my husband told me I needed better time-management skills and more appreciation for what he does around the house, and that my job isn't the most important one.
Where do I go from here? Sometimes I think divorce is easier because I'd still be doing all the same things I do now but without resenting my husband for playing Xbox all day some days.
-- Stuck
Stuck: Are you using your salary to support only yourself and your child? Or is your husband also benefiting from your labor? Unless he's getting nothing out of this arrangement, your husband's hostile attitude about including your needs in chores he is already doing shows you what kind of person he is and how he feels about you.
Run for the exit. I was in a similar relationship, and I wish I had divorced instead of wasting 47 years on a man who didn't care about me.
-- Peace
Stuck: Oof! Resentment is rough on a marriage, and there is a lot going around in yours. It sounds like you would like your husband to do more of your laundry, errands, etc., because he's a SAHP and that's what SAHPs are supposed to do. Here's the thing though: There's no official handbook for that role other than what the two partners agree on -- and maybe renegotiate as life changes.
I also suspect your spouse may be doing a lot of "invisible labor" that doesn't get acknowledged. I would suggest having an honest conversation about what you are each contributing. I bet there are things he doesn't know you are doing and vice versa! It can help to write it down to help you each see how things balance out. There's even a card game that has many of a family's tasks to help start the conversation.
-- There's A Game For That
Stuck: I think the best advice here is marriage counseling. On its face, this is a dispute over the distribution of household tasks. But there are clearly deeper emotional issues at play here, on both sides, that you and your husband are having trouble articulating to each other. Most of us are never given the tools to understand our own emotions fully, let alone communicate them effectively. I think this issue will never be solved until you both have better tools for effective communication.
-- Kat
Stuck: There are just too many red flags. Splitting up the tasks so he does chores only for your child, accusing you of not appreciating him, getting upset when you do your own chores on weekends and blaming your time management: It's mean.
I don't think an in-depth discussion on both your visions of what a stay-at-home parent does and looking for common ground is going to work. This isn't a misunderstanding, it's sabotage. He's pushed you into an impossible situation and then blames you for it. There seems to be a lot of festering resentment: Maybe he resents being the one to have given up his job originally; maybe he resents that you are the main breadwinner; maybe, although he agreed to the arrangement, he didn't realize how he would feel about it.
People can agree to an arrangement and then behave badly when it actually happens. Whatever the cause, this is not how a partner behaves. This is not how an adult behaves! He is not acting as if your marriage, your common parenthood or your family are joint ventures. This is not togetherness. Separate your finances as carefully as he has separated the chores and get out.
-- Get Out
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: Why not use bagged shredded cheese in recipes?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-09-04

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: We ended up paying for a "free" anniversary dessert 
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-09-04
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Make an almond, date and tahini smoothie for a fast, filling breakfast
This cardamom-scented breakfast on-the-go has enough protein to keep you full all morning long.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-09-04

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This smoothie is my way of making busy mornings a little easier. It's so good and easy to whip up, I think of it as a milkshake-like motivator to get out of bed. I bet it could even get a breakfast-skipper in the mood to eat.
Frosty, creamy and rich, the smoothie provides balanced nourishment, with plenty of protein, fiber and healthy fat to keep you satisfied all morning long. And it doesn't hurt that it tastes like a treat.
Get the recipe: Tahini Date Almond Smoothie
Instead of using added sugar, the smoothie is sweetened with whole fruit -- dates -- which, along with sweet taste, provide fiber, antioxidants, minerals and a delightful, deep flavor. Because of their sweetness and silky texture, Medjool dates are ideal for this recipe, but any variety will work. They blend in best if they are moist and tender, but if your dates are on the dry side, you can still use them -- just soak them in hot water for about 10 minutes to rehydrate them first.
The protein in this smoothie comes from three sources: tahini, almonds and milk. The tahini, which also supplies a satisfying measure of good-for-you fat, gives the smoothie a rich, thick texture and signature sesame flavor. Sliced almonds add more "nut-rition," and blend in just enough to yield bits of crunchy texture. Milk provides the liquid needed to whir it all together, as well as shake-like creaminess. (You can use any type of milk you like, but note the difference in protein levels: Dairy and soy milk have about 4 grams of protein per half-cup, whereas almond milk has just 1/2 gram and oat milk up to 2 grams protein per half-cup.) If you opt for a lower-protein milk, you might want to add a couple of extra tablespoons of sliced almonds to make up the protein difference. You could also add protein powder if that's your thing, but I personally prefer to use more whole-food sources.
Blended with ice to make it nice and frosty, and a pinch of ground cardamom for warm, fruity flavor and fragrance (cinnamon would also work well,) the smoothie turns out thick and creamy, redolent of sesame and dates, with a delightful, nutty crunch. Just toss everything in the blender for a single serving, or multiply to serve more, and drink it on the go if need be -- whatever it takes to make your busy morning easier, more joyful and more nourishing.
Get the recipe: Tahini Date Almond Smoothie
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One warning about in-law thriller 'The Front Room': It's best to stay out
Kathryn Hunter and Brandy Norwood, playing a mother and daughter-in-law, butt heads in this un-scary and dubiously funny psychological horror-comedy.
By Michael O'Sullivan | 2024-09-05

From left, Andrew Burnap, Brandy Norwood and Kathryn Hunter star in "The Front Room." (A24/AP)


At a preview screening of "The Front Room," Brandy Norwood appeared in a brief, recorded introduction, encouraging viewers of the psychological horror-comedy about a young woman coping with the arrival of her husband's incontinent, racist stepmother to feel free to "scream, laugh, clap" and talk back to the movie. In other words, to treat it like any other late-summer/early-fall fright fest: as silly, disposable and formulaic interactive fun.
Well, she got the silly and disposable part right. Formulaic it's not, mostly because of Kathryn Hunter in the overripe role of Solange, a stepmother-in-law from heck whose appearance upends Belinda's quiet life as a new mother.
But despite what the singer/actress says, there's not much to scream, let alone clap, about here. It's a mostly domestic, not demonic, storyline, focusing on tensions between Norwood's harried Belinda, and Solange, a grimacing and mugging harridan who seems to want Belinda's baby all to herself. I certainly didn't hear much shouting back at the screen. There may have been a muttered "Please dear God, no" during a scene featuring Solange toddling around Belinda's house in a sagging and overloaded pair of Depends. (Full disclosure: That might have been me.)
Despite being co-written and co-directed by twins Max and Sam Eggers, making their feature debut, this contemporary tale shares little artistic DNA with the work of their older sibling, Robert Eggers, a filmmaker known for distinctive period dramas. The elder Eggers made his feature debut in 2015 with "The Witch," an art-house horror film set in 17th-century New England. That was followed by "The Lighthouse," also set in New England; the 1890s tale earned a 2020 Oscar nomination for its stark, black-and-white cinematography, and was memorable for a strange fixation on flatulence. Eggers's 2022 "The Northman" was inspired by 10th-century Viking myth.
I suppose "The Front Room" does at least have farting in common with the family's oeuvre. Solange notably and audibly lets one rip in the direction of Max and Sam Eggers's camera, which is focused on the character's hindquarters. In general, the film's humor depends almost entirely on the degree to which you find bodily excretions and/or eruptions funny: urination, defecation, lactation, vomit, blood, spittle, phlegm and gas. In several scenes, characters are holding their noses.
As Belinda and her forgettable husband, Norman, Norwood and Andrew Burnap are merely pawns in service of an overcooked plot, based on a short story by Susan Hill. It is Hunter who makes the deepest impression, in an over-the-top performance that outdoes most of the supporting roles the character actress is known for, including playing all three witches in Joel Coen's "The Tragedy of Macbeth" and the diminutive brothel owner Madame Swiney in Yorgos Lanthimos's "Poor Things."

Kathryn Hunter is the reason to see "The Front Room." (A24/AP)


Here, the barely 5-foot-tall master of physical theater charges headlong into a part other actresses might have merely phoned in (or, truth be told, turned down).
But it's hard to imagine another actress in the role. When we first meet Solange, she clomps into frame, a spider-like hobgoblin walking with the aid of a pair of canes whose sound has been amplified in the editing booth to resonate like battering rams. Once she's settled into Belinda and Norman's home, Solange spends much of her time tormenting and/or manipulating Belinda, loudly apologizing for making, as she puts it, an "M-E-double S" whenever she soils or wets herself, which is frequently.
Otherwise, she spouts religious platitudes in a Southern accent so thick you almost need subtitles. That's not counting her speaking in tongues, with a ravaged croak of a voice that sounds like it's bubbling up from the sulfurous bottom of a wet ashtray.

Does Norwood look skeptical? She should be. (Jon Pack/A24)


There's a faint whiff of "Rosemary's Baby" here, as if Solange might want Belinda's child for some occult purpose, but the suggestion doesn't go anywhere. One scene features Solange's friends from a Pentecostal prayer group, who show up at Belinda's house as if to induct her infant daughter into a cult. The camera lingers on their tongues as they shout gibberish, flickering snakelike in and out. And then, the characters -- and the satanic implications of their fervor -- are gone.
It's the Eggers brothers who seem to have the real case of incontinence. They're never quite able to contain themselves when there's an opportunity to show Solange, say, coughing up yellow bile onto her dinner plate, sitting in a puddle of urine or smearing her own feces on the walls. Yet this advertisement for Febreze is hardly the stuff of nightmares.
"Fear is the beginning of knowledge," Solange warns Belinda -- and us -- apropos of nothing. If that's true, then this largely scare-free affair, an M-E-double S of its own, will leave anyone  foolish enough to buy a ticket no wiser than they were when they entered -- and probably in need of a shower.
Rated R. At area theaters. Contains coarse language, some violent and disturbing content, brief sexuality and nudity. 94 minutes.
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The 34 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Groove at outdoor jazz festivals, see award winners at the D.C. State Fair and start celebrating Oktoberfest.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-09-05
We launch full steam ahead into fall festival season, with the Silver Spring Jazz Festival and Rosslyn Jazz Fest vying for attention this weekend, alongside some vital D.C. events, including Adams Morgan Day and the Fort Dupont Concert Series. Oktoberfest celebrations kick off at local breweries, the Washington Ballet previews its upcoming season, the DC State Fair awards blue ribbons to ugly vegetables and delicious home brews, and artists brings their wares to the streets of Bethesda and Capitol Hill.
Phillips After 5: 'Homecoming' at the Phillips Collection
After 5 events have been a staple at the Phillips Collection since 2008, so it's not surprising that the curators at America's oldest museum of modern art have perfected the formula for their monthly gatherings. "Homecoming" is the theme on the first Thursday in September, drawing on exhibitions "Multiplicity: Blackness in Contemporary American Collage" and "Where We Meet: Selections from the Howard University Gallery of Art," with curator-led tours and talks. The vibe continues at crafting stations, where visitors can make felt pennants, yarn boutonnieres and sashes worthy of prom royalty. Groove to performances by Capital City Mass Marching Band's Drumline and indie rock band Home Remedies. Sample hard ciders from Lost Boy and purchase snacks from Bread Furst or beer, wine and cocktails at indoor and outdoor bar stations. 5 to 8:30 p.m. $20.
'Lady Day at Emerson's Bar and Grill' at Atlas Performing Arts Center
Step into a circa-1959 Philly dive bar to hear one of Billie Holiday's last performances in Mosaic Theater Company's "Lady Day at Emerson's Bar and Grill," which invites audiences into an immersive cabaret-style nightclub set up within the Atlas Performing Arts Center. Acclaimed D.C. actress Roz White, fresh off a national tour of "Tina: The Tina Turner Musical," takes on the lead role. She'll bring her powerhouse pipes to perform Holiday standards like "God Bless the Child" and "Strange Fruit" alongside a live band in this production that captures Holiday's artistry as well as her demons. Through Oct. 6. $42-$80.
Washington Ballet season begins at Wolf Trap's Filene Center
The professional ballet ensemble kicks off its 2024-2025 season with a performance at the Filene Center -- the first with its new artistic director, Edwaard Liang. The program features George Balanchine's "Stravinsky Violin Concerto," two pieces celebrating Balanchine's legacy, and Liang's own "Murmuration." Before the performance, catch Liang with choreographers Jennifer Archibald and Bart Cook on the Farmhouse Lawn for a pre-show talk about their creative process. 8 p.m. $34-$79.
Dog Days of Summer Yappy Hour at American Ice Co.
If the summer heat and humidity wore you down, they were probably just as rough on your four-legged friends. Perhaps you should treat your pup -- and yourself -- to happy hour on the patio at American Ice Co. Let your dog dive into the puppy pool or enjoy a $5 puppuccino or treats while an on-site engraver creates custom dog tags. Humans can partake of $5 Narragansett and a menu of "doggie-themed cocktails," such as an $8 Salty Dog. Smiles and tail-wags all around. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
The Square's first birthday
Farragut Square-adjacent food hall the Square -- an airy food court offering Spanish tapas, sushi, pizza, tacos, Venezuelan coffee and tiki cocktails -- marks its first anniversary this week. Swing by between 4:30 and 7 p.m. Thursday for a party with live music, caricature artists, giveaways and discounts, or visit next week for treats such as free professional headshots (Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.) and half-price growlers of Brindle Boxer kombucha (Wednesday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.). Through Sept. 12. Free.
Peppercorn Saison release party at City-State Brewing
When 3 Stars Brewing closed in 2022, many D.C. beer lovers assumed they'd never get another taste of their favorite 3 Stars beers again. 3 Stars' first beer was a saison, and one of its flagship beers became a peppercorn saison. Former 3 Stars brewers Greg Schmidt and Meth Gunasinghe are now working at City-State in Edgewood, and they and 3 Stars co-founder Mike McGarvey have revived the Peppercorn Saison to its original specifications. Try the refreshing, reborn beer at the brewery taproom, and ask Schmidt and Gunasinghe how they brought this cult saison back from the dead. 4 p.m. Free.
'Declassified' at the Kennedy Center
The late-night show hosted by the National Symphony Orchestra's artistic adviser, Ben Folds, returns for its season kickoff. This edition features Matchbox Twenty frontman Rob Thomas, Grammy-winning singer Madison Cunningham and acoustic finger-style guitarist Yasmin Williams. Described as "part-party, part-concert," the evening includes a more casual performance by the National Symphony than you might usually find in the concert hall. Come early for a pre-show performance by the Heidi Martin Quartet or drink tastings on the Concert House Tiers, or stay late for live band karaoke on Millennium Stage. 9 p.m. $44-$137.
Hot to Go: A Chappell Roan Party at 9:30 Club
Did you miss Chappell Roan's 9:30 Club shows last fall? Bad news: She probably won't be back on a stage that size anytime soon. Good news: You can still dance it out to "Hot to Go" at the same venue. Expect tracks like "Red Wine Supernova" and "Good Luck, Babe," plus other pop hits of the summer. 10 p.m. $22.
Birds, Bubbles and Bourbon at I Egg You
Barracks Row's I Egg You is known for its five-napkin breakfast sandwiches and plates loaded with sausages, butter-fried eggs and milk bread, but it's far more than an all-day brunch option. This special Friday happy hour promises food and drink specials alongside live music from the Capitol Hill Jazz Foundation. Space is limited, so early arrival is suggested. 4 to 7 p.m. Free.
Back to the Yards at Yards Park
Neon attire is requested for Yards Park's family-friendly retro dance party, which features '80s and '90s hits, breakdancing demos, photo booths, face painting and glitter tattoos, and hands-on crafting. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free.
Silver Spring Jazz Festival at Veterans Plaza
This is the best time of year for local jazz fans. The DC JazzFest took over the Wharf on Labor Day weekend, and less than a week later, there are two free (but very different) festivals happening on either side of the Potomac. The 20th anniversary of the Silver Spring Jazz Festival brings legendary Cuban pianist Chucho Valdes to the outdoor Veterans Plaza to perform the heady mix of Afro-Cuban jazz, bop and swing that has earned him multiple Grammy and Latin Grammy awards. A plethora of local talent, including the Ethiopian jazz of the Feedel Band, pianist Marcus Johnson and the DuPont Brass ensemble, performs on two stages. 3 to 10 p.m. Free.
Rosslyn Jazz Fest at Gateway Park
The 32-year-old Rosslyn Jazz Fest takes a more expansive view of the genre, featuring Ranky Tanky, whose sound is steeped in South Carolina's Gullah culture; the raucous New Orleans roots of the Rumble; and the propulsive Afro-Puerto Rican bomba rhythms of El Laberinto del Coco. Picnics, pets and lawn chairs are permitted, and a beverage garden offers beer, wine and hard seltzer. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Fort Dupont Summer Concert Series
"Better late than never" is the message from the National Park Service, as the 52-year-old Fort Dupont Summer Concert Series finally gets underway, with just two weeks of summer remaining. Bring lawn chairs and coolers of fruit salad and cold drinks to the wide, sloping lawn at the Southeast Washington park, and just try to keep from dancing in the grass as jazz-funk favorites the Blackbyrds and go-go originals E.U. Featuring Sugar Bear take to the amphitheater stage. The following two weeks bring vocalist Rahsaan Patterson (Sept. 14) and the soulful R&B of Avery Sunshine (Sept. 21). 7 to 9 p.m. Gates open at 5:30. Free.
DC State Fair
On the first Saturday in September, Franklin Park transforms into a downtown fairground (of sorts) during the 15th annual DC State Fair. This quirky free event is a smaller-scale version of the classic fair, with deep-fried delicacies, vendor stalls and many, many blue ribbons. Agricultural, artistic and culinary contests will crown winners for a wide range of categories: the best compost, the funkiest-looking vegetable, the best District-themed tattoo, the best nail art, the best vegan mac and cheese. In addition to all the homespun competitions, this day-long celebration includes activities for kids, demos and live performances ranging from music to double Dutch. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Arena Stage Community Day
Arena Stage's 2024-2025 season gets underway this weekend, but you don't have to buy a ticket to get inside. The Southwest theater's Community Day opens the building to the public for behind-the-scenes tours; stage combat demonstrations; a discussion about current production "Jaja's African Hair Braiding"; the chance to learn about costumes and props; live music; interactive art; lawn games; family activities, such as face painting; and a selection of food trucks and vendors. There's no need to register -- just drop in. 1 to 6 p.m. Free.
Bear Chase Oktoberfest
Tired: complaining about Oktoberfest beers showing up in your grocery store in August. Wired: celebrating Oktoberfest right after Labor Day weekend. So what if the taps in Munich don't start flowing until Sept. 21? This week's cooler weather has us thinking about fall beers. Start at the mountaintop Bear Chase Brewing in Bluemont, Va.: Its sweet, malty Oktoberfest Marzen has twice been awarded the gold medal at the Great American Beer Festival, in 2019 and 2021, and the beer might be one thing that's more of a draw than the sweeping views of the Loudoun Valley, observed from the comfort of an Adirondack chair. Oktoberfest hits taps this weekend at a party that features live music by One Hot Mess from noon to 4 p.m., and Levi Stephens from 6 to 9. 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free.
RhinO'Fest at Lost Rhino Brewing
Bear Chase doesn't boast the only award-winning Oktoberfest brew in the D.C. area: Lost Rhino's RhinO'Fest is also a serial champion, with gold medals at the Great American Beer Festival in 2013 and 2020, and a silver at the 2016 World Beer Cup. It's a traditional copper-colored German lager, which should pair well with a menu of brats and pretzels at the Ashburn brewery. The day includes live music from 2 to 8 p.m., a stein-holding contest, a costume contest and other games. 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Free.
Capitol Hill Art Walk
Capitol Hill transforms into an open-air gallery during the Capitol Hill Art Walk, which finds around 80 artists displaying their works in front yards, on porches and in alleys as well as studios. The heart of the action is the Hill Center at the Old Naval Hospital, where members of the Capitol Hill Art League are featured in the galleries. But then it's time to hit the neighborhood's brick sidewalks to find watercolors, ceramics, photographs, prints and other art for show and sale at dozens of locations. (A map and list of artists is available online from Hill Rag.) The hours for the two-day event conveniently overlap with Eastern Market and popular brunches on Barracks Row, making it easy to plan a whole day. Note: Artists may close if it's raining. Saturday and Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. Free.
Bethesda Row Arts Festival
The "largest outdoor fine arts festival" in the Washington area, the Bethesda Row Arts Festival features a juried selection of 185 artists in the streets of downtown Bethesda, divided into 14 categories, including ceramics, watercolors, sculpture, fiber and jewelry. This year's selection features 82 artists making their debuts at the festival -- 52 of whom work within an hour of Bethesda. Saturday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
DC Bike Ride
During the DC Bike Ride, it'll just be you and 10,000 other riders pedaling Washington's most scenic streets, with no cars in sight. The automobile-free course covers 20 miles, offering views of the Washington Monument, Jefferson Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, Georgetown and the Potomac, before crossing the finish line near the U.S. Capitol. This year's ride begins at a new location on Constitution Avenue downtown, with the aim of creating a smoother experience for riders. The easygoing DC Bike Ride is meant for riders of all abilities and fitness levels, and ends with a Finish Festival offering food, fitness classes and live entertainment. 8 a.m. $43-$199; free for riders ages 3 to 7.
Boot 'N Scoot at Hi-Lawn
Hi-Lawn's country throwdown was originally scheduled for June, and we should be relieved that a storm postponed the event until September. This is weather better suited to a weekend hanging out on a rooftop with mechanical bull riding, line dancing lessons, fancy roping lessons, and live country music from the likes of Melissa Quinn Fox, who has won Wammies for her original tunes, and Wil Gravatt, who has become a local favorite for a mix of classic country covers and weathered originals. Saturday from 2 to 10 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 8 p.m. Free.
Solace Outpost Lager Fest at Falls Church location
The brewery's original location is hosting one of its biggest events of the year. The Lager Fest celebrates Virginia brewers, including Port City, Silver Branch, Cedar Run, Dynasty, Ono and Lost Boy Cider. Each ticket comes with a commemorative tasting glass that will get you unlimited glasses of dozens of local lagers (and a few ciders), plus Solace's draft options. Noon to 5 p.m. $40.
Teaching Africa Day at Smithsonian Arts and Industries Building
Bring the kids to this annual interactive event to learn about Africa's rich cultural heritage. In its ninth year, Teaching Africa Day from the National Museum of African Art brings together educators and families to showcase books, films and games about Africa. The museum is also presenting intergenerational panel discussions; readings; performances; a marketplace; and arts workshops on African weaving, beading, doll making and painting. Lunch is provided. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Adams Morgan Day
At 46 years, Adams Morgan Day is the longest-running neighborhood festival in D.C. Last year, 18th Street NW was closed to traffic between Columbia and Kalorama roads, allowing bands, vendors and activities in the middle of the street. At our deadline, we haven't heard from organizers, but it doesn't look like the street will be closed again. AdMo Day plans to have an artisan market and dance performances in the field at Marie Reed school, live music at Kalorama Park and an exhibit about the neighborhood from American University's Humanities Truck. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
'Highball Musical' at JR's Bar
It's the 11th show from Highball Productions, a local company that combines drag artistry and musical theater. Since 2019, the group has staged shortened productions like "Shecago," "Queeney Todd" and "Slaytress." The shows are heavily adapted from their original scripts, with plenty of lip-syncing, pop culture references and dramatic gags to suit a bar audience -- which is why you can expect more twerking in this rendition of "Get'cha Head in the Game" than in Zac Efron's version. Sunday at 7 p.m. Sept. 13 at 9 p.m., and Sept. 14 at 5 and 9 p.m. $5-$10.
Mid-Autumn Festival at Vietnamese American Services headquarters
Vietnamese American Services is celebrating the Mid-Autumn Festival, also known as Moon Festival or Tet Trung Thu, with lion dancing, lantern processions, traditional foods and more. Expect two large moon bounces for the little ones, performances from community members, raffles, eating contests, a talent show and more. 2 to 7 p.m. Free.
Now That's What I Call '90s at the Roost
Everything '90s is totally hot right now -- we have PJ Harvey and the Lemonheads in this very column, and we're just weeks away from the return of the beloved HFStival. The Roost's Show of Hands cocktail bar, which you might remember from its Taylor Swift-themed parties, is leaning in to the nostalgia with Now That's What I Call '90s, a Sunday Funday happy hour with a DJ spinning '90s hits, seven retro-inspired drinks, old-school personal pan pizzas from the food hall's Slice Joint, and a chance to win a pair of HFStival tickets. (See this Instagram post for the rules.) Costumes, or original vintage outfits, are encouraged. 5 to 9 p.m. Free.
The Lemonheads at 9:30 Club
Nostalgia is cyclical: A punk cover of "Mrs. Robinson" timed to the 25th anniversary of "The Graduate" helped propel the Lemonheads to stardom, and now the band is celebrating a pair of its best-loved albums, "It's a Shame About Ray" and "Come On Feel the Lemonheads," about three decades on. Expect to hear the jangly power-pop of those albums, if not the Simon and Garfunkel cover. 7 p.m. $40.
Jazz in the Heights at Sycamore and Oak
The Howard Theatre sponsors this five-week jazz series, which brings acclaimed trumpeter Brandon Woody to the Southeast development next to Entertainment and Sports Arena. 5 to 6:30 p.m. Free.
Built to Spill at 9:30 Club
On 1994's "There's Nothing Wrong With Love," Idaho outfit Built to Spill wrung lo-fi pop tunes out of Doug Martsch's childhood memories, crafting a landmark indie rock album in the process. Martsch and a rotating cast of bandmates were a consistent presence in rock's Pitchfork phase and are also on the 30th anniversary circuit. 7 p.m. $40.
Presidential debate viewing parties
Not much has changed from our last set of recommendations about where to watch the presidential debates. A quick refresh: Union Pub will have massive crowds, with drink specials and bingo. Shaw's Tavern, which recently introduced the Madam Mojito and Kamala's Coconut Cocktail, has taco and margarita specials all night, with reservations required for tables. Busboys and Poets hosts viewing parties at all locations, some with progressive guest hosts. Red Derby streams the debate on both floors with deals including $7 margaritas and half-price chicken tendies. Fight Club has bingo and drink specials. D.C. drag queen favorite Tatianna hosts "She's Speaking" at Shakers.
Three Year Anniversary Party: The Pocket Open Mic at 7DrumCity
The Pocket, the North Capitol Street jewel of a venue that hosts folk singers, jam bands, hip-hop cyphers and disco dance parties, celebrates the third anniversary of its open mic with featured performances by Radiohead cover band No Surprises and other surprise guests -- after all, anyone is welcome to sign up beginning at 7. Stick around for a screening of "A Night at the Pocket." Proceeds benefit Sitar Arts Center. 7 to 10:30 p.m. $5 donation requested.
PJ Harvey at the Anthem
PJ Harvey is the rare artist to emerge during the height of grunge and remain vital more than three decades later. "Dry" and the Steve Albini-produced "Rid of Me" are touchstones of the era; she later tilled new ground and won Mercury Prizes for two very different albums. Last year's "I Inside the Old Year Dying" is inspired by Harvey's own epic poem, "Orlam," and is yet another album from a lifelong seeker that defies definition. 8 p.m. $55-$95.
Bad Moves listening party at No Kisses
With clever, politically minded post-punk jams that clock in around three minutes, Bad Moves is the no-nonsense D.C. band for our era. The power-pop quartet's new record drops this week, alongside an exclusive IPA created by the band members with Dulles's Ocelot Brewing. Head to a listening party at Park View's No Kisses, where the Outta My Head IPA is available at 6 p.m., and the needle drops on the new LP at 9 p.m., once everyone is warmed up. 6 p.m. Free.
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The fall's most anticipated games show an industry hungry for new players
Video games are facing a growth problem. The three major consoles are finally working to reach a broader base of gamers.
By Gene Park | 2024-09-05
Video games are facing a growth problem. The explosive success triggered by the pandemic has leveled off, and game companies are exploring new ways to attract new audiences. The three major console platforms are at varying stages of this process.
For more than a decade, Sony PlayStation first-party games have been created by elder millennials and Gen Xers faced with the realities of aging and parenthood. Titles like "The Last of Us" (now an Emmy-winning HBO series) and "God of War" captivated an audience that grew up with the PlayStation brand in the mid-1990s. However, that focus meant less energy toward nurturing intellectual property with multigenerational appeal. Sure, past generations had great mascot-centered titles like the Ratchet & Clank or Jak series, but those properties are largely absent and no longer centered as part of the PlayStation branding.

Sony's "Astro Bot" elevates its cute protagonist from tech-demo mascot to gaming brand ambassador. (Sony Interactive Entertainment)


Enter "Astro Bot" from Team Asobi (Sept. 6 for PlayStation 5). The munchkin-size robot was born in 2013 as an experiment and introduction to PlayStation's virtual reality platform. A second game, "Astro's Playroom," comes as a tech demo with every PlayStation 5 machine. In a rare move, Sony has elevated Astro Bot as a mascot and figurehead for its most profitable business sector, celebrating the company's rich history as a gaming brand. You'll notice Astro Bot has no children and he isn't running around murdering gods.

"Indiana Jones and the Great Circle" uses Harrison Ford's face and the voice of Troy Baker, who played Joel in "The Last of Us." (Bethesda)


In stark contrast, Xbox has struggled to form a brand identity. Xbox is now more famous for mishandling Halo, once a mega-franchise, than anything else, with a canceled TV show and a string of ill-received games. Instead, this Christmas it is relying on Disney IP with "Indiana Jones and the Great Circle" (Dec. 9 on Xbox). The good news is that it's being made by a very talented team that has a rich history with Xbox and the first-person adventure genre. Licensing with Disney comes with its own exorbitant costs, so it would behoove Xbox to try to nurture original titles.

"The Legend of Zelda: Echoes of Wisdom" is Nintendo's first entry in the Zelda series making the princess its lead player character. (Nintendo)


To no surprise, Nintendo remains the only success in the all-ages category, and two releases this fall showcase its ease in this space. "The Legend of Zelda: Echoes of Wisdom" (Sept. 26 on Switch) is the first Nintendo-made game in the long-running series to star the titular princess in the player's role. Nintendo has a plethora of games that appeal to all genders, yet it's somehow surprising that it held off on centering its most famous princess until this year.
The Mario brothers need no introduction, but Nintendo's "Mario & Luigi: Brothership" (Nov. 7 on Switch) is the latest example of how the company keeps wood in the fires of its most popular series even between marquee releases. Mario is most popular for his adventures in racing and sports, but he's been a master of almost every genre in games. This will be the third Mario turn-based role-playing narrative adventure released within the past year (the other two are rereleases). No matter your interests, there's probably a Mario game for you, and that has always been part of Nintendo's plan.

"Mario & Luigi: Brothership" joins a recent slew of Nintendo's turn-based Mario titles. (Nintendo)


The rest of the games industry is in a lull, as production costs regularly balloon past those of most Hollywood films. Remakes and rereleases help fill out the schedule.
"Silent Hill 2" (Oct. 8 on PlayStation 5) is the season's most interesting and controversial remake. The original 2001 release by Konami is notable for being one of the first blockbuster games that invited close literary analysis. It's a pioneer plumbing the depths and potential for games writing. Now remade by Polish studio Bloober Team (which has a spotty record), there's nervousness surrounding how the game will be presented. Over the year, however, new trailers are raising hopes that the writing and atmosphere will be faithfully re-created and updated.
The foundational role-playing series Dragon Quest is remaking its third entry, which cemented the franchise's formula and popularity. The title of "Dragon Quest III HD-2D Remake" (Nov. 14 on all major platforms) points to Square Enix's trademark "HD-2D" aesthetic, which uses old-school pixel art set against high-definition backgrounds and music. The original 1988 release is far too old for most people, so the remake gives everyone a chance to revisit the game that helped establish the role-playing genre.
As for other new titles that people are nervous about, "Dragon Age: Veilguard" (Oct. 31 on PC, PS5 and Xbox) will be the first role-playing game by the fabled genre studio BioWare in seven years. Its last attempt, "Mass Effect: Andromeda," was a critical failure, as was "Anthem," a multiplayer action game. "Veilguard" may be a return to form -- or a final confirmation that the great RPG studio has lost its luster.
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On TV this fall, stars crop up where you least expect them
The season's television highlights include Disney Plus's "Agatha All Along," HBO's "The Penguin," "English Teacher" on FX and "Disclaimer" on Apple TV Plus.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-09-05
This fall, two cheesy comic book villains will be reintroduced as breakout stars in expensive spinoff TV series of their own. Over on Disney Plus's "Agatha All Along" (premiering Sept. 18), Kathryn Hahn will reprise her role as Marvel witch Agatha Harkness, whom TV audiences first encountered in the 2021 series "WandaVision." On HBO's "The Penguin" (Sept. 19), Colin Farrell will once again play the Batman bad guy with mob ties and a limp.
Both shows wink (in one case literally) at their progenitors. The red-on-black text in the title card for "The Penguin" channels "The Godfather," and sharp-eyed fans might recognize Cristin Milioti, the actor playing the Penguin's main antagonist Sofia Falcone, from "The Sopranos," where she played Johnny Sack's younger daughter Catherine Sacrimoni. "Agatha All Along" was already a built-in TV joke: The show first appeared as a sitcom of sorts on "WandaVision" (in which Marvel villain Wanda Maximoff channeled her grief into "producing" a series of sitcoms in a small town she took over).

Colin Farrell stars as the titular character in HBO's "The Penguin." (Macall Polay/HBO)


It's pretty clear what "Agatha" isn't: Despite featuring a number of "WandaVision" actors playing characters from that show, this version of "Agatha All Along" doesn't seem to much resemble the original version, which featured Agatha as a nosy neighbor. But Disney Plus has been remarkably coy about what it is. There are rumors that it's a musical (Patti LuPone is in the cast) and that it combines comedy and horror (a theory bolstered by Aubrey Plaza's involvement in a role that, based on previews, calls to mind her performance as Lenny in "Legion"). There are promising ingredients; Debra Jo Rupp and Joe Locke are involved. What is clear is that Agatha has a coven, and she's trying to recover the powers she lost in "WandaVision."
While Farrell was rightly praised for his performance in the 2022 film "The Batman," and while this seems like an effort to do for the Penguin what numerous reinventions have done for the Joker, the meatier role is undoubtedly Milioti's, who emerges as a heavyweight. The show starts where "The Batman" ended: with Gotham City reeling from the catastrophic flooding caused by the Riddler and the Mafia in disarray following the assassination of mob boss Carmine Falcone. Carmine's son Al is poised to take over when the Penguin gets involved. But Al's sister Sofia, freshly released from Arkham Asylum (where she was known as "The Hangman") has plans of her own. The best thing I can say about this series is that it understands -- and capitalizes on -- the extraordinary things Milioti's face can do.
The fall has plenty of lighter fare. Sitcoms, for instance, might be back: New comedies include "Poppa's House" (premiering Oct. 21 on CBS and starring Damon Wayans and Damon Wayans Jr.), "Happy's Place" (premiering Oct. 18 on NBC and starring Reba McEntire), and a medical mockumentary called "St. Denis Medical" (premiering Nov. 12 on NBC).
TV's genre impresarios are also going strong. Bill Lawrence (of "Scrubs," "Ted Lasso" and "Shrinking") is back with "Bad Monkey," starring Vince Vaughn, which started Aug. 14 on Apple TV Plus. Ryan Murphy is launching three new shows: "Grotesquerie" (Sept. 25), a horror series for FX starring Neicy Nash-Betts and Courtney B. Vance; ABC's "Doctor Odyssey" (Sept. 26), starring Joshua Jackson as a doctor on a luxury cruise liner (also featuring Don Johnson); and Netflix's "Monsters: The Lyle and Erik Menendez Story," starring Nicholas Alexander Chavez and Cooper Koch as the brothers and Javier Bardem and Chloe Sevigny as their slain parents. And as "Yellowstone" begins airing its final episodes, Taylor Sheridan will add "Landman" (Nov. 17 on Paramount Plus) -- an adaptation of the podcast "Boomtown" starring Billy Bob Thornton, Jon Hamm and Demi Moore -- to his empire of neo-westerns. Also ending: "My Brilliant Friend" (the fourth and final season starts Sept. 9 on HBO),   FX's "What We Do in the Shadows" (Oct. 21) and Bridget Everett's perfect, poignant, unassuming "Somebody Somewhere," which will begin its third and final season on HBO and Max on Oct. 27.
For the nostalgia files, notable IP resurrections include the second season of the new "Frasier" (Sept. 19 on Paramount Plus) and a new "Dexter" prequel starring Sarah Michelle Gellar and Christian Slater (that airs in December on Showtime). And of course there's Max's "City of God: The Fight Rages On," a six-episode series that picks up 20 years after the events depicted in the 2002 film (that premiered Aug. 25). On Oct. 17 alone, CBS viewers can tune into a nostalgic cornucopia featuring the second season of "Elsbeth" (the "Good Wife" spinoff), "George & Mandy's First Marriage" (Chuck Lorre and company's new sequel to "Young Sheldon") and the new, twistier "Matlock," starring Kathy Bates.
There are some surprising combinations -- Sophie Turner playing a glamorous 1980s jewel thief on the CW in "Joan," Eddie Redmayne playing an assassin and master of disguise in Peacock's "The Day of the Jackal" opposite Lashana Lynch, and Julie Bowen starring in "Hysteria!," Peacock's thriller about the satanic panic. Below are some of the fall's more promising prospects:
For "English Teacher" (which debuted Monday on FX), Paul Simms ("NewsRadio") teamed up with Brian Jordan Alvarez, who created the series, to make this delightful dramedy set in Austin. Alvarez stars as a gay high school teacher named Evan Marquez. Evan fields challenges from unreasonable and sometimes bigoted parents, disturbingly perceptive students and supportive colleagues with questionable tactics. In the mold of "Abbott Elementary" but less idealistic.

Jacobi Jupe as Noah, left, and Billy Crystal as Eli star in "Before," which premieres Oct. 25. (Apple TV Plus) 


In "Before" (Oct. 25, Apple TV Plus), Billy Crystal plays a shrink married to Judith Light. Sounds like an ideal Apple TV Plus comedy, right? Well, what if it's a psychological thriller, Light's character is dead (suicide), and Crystal's character, an empiricist obsessed with science, starts hallucinating -- and ends up trying to treat a disturbed child (Jacobi Jupe) with whom he shares some kind of terrifying psychic bond? That's "Before." TV's getting weird (Rosie Perez plays the haunted child's foster mom).

Cate Blanchett stars as Catherine Ravenscroft and Sacha Baron Cohen as Robert Ravenscroft in "Disclaimer." (Sanja Bucko/Apple TV Plus) 


Alfonso Cuaron wrote and directed "Disclaimer," a miniseries about metanarratives starring Cate Blanchett and Kevin Kline. Based on Renee Knight's novel, the series begins with Blanchett as an award-winning journalist with a worshipful husband (Sacha Baron Cohen) and a son who hates her (Kodi Smit-McPhee). Kline plays a vengeful widower whose wife spent her final years obsessed with their son's accidental drowning in Italy. A psychological thriller with too many flashbacks and a questionable resolution, but some pretty terrific stuff from Kline, in particular.
As for known quantities: The fourth season of Apple TV Plus's "Slow Horses," which premiered Wednesday, finally gets some mileage out a hitherto underused Jonathan Pryce as David Cartwright, a retired spymaster. As Cartwright's grandson River (Jack Lowden) struggles to save him, he finally receives some of the centrality that the show -- which thumbs its nose at various spy thriller cliches -- has traditionally withheld. (Saskia Reeves and Gary Oldman remain the show's chief pleasures.)
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Is this stylish new Destroy Lonely album rap's new normal?
Destroy Lonely's "Love Lasts Forever" has the feel of a stylish, forward-pushing rap album. Why does it sound so normal?
By Chris Richards | 2024-09-05

Atlanta rapper Destroy Lonely. (Hendrik Schneider)


Earwitness testimony from a crowded D.C. record store on a recent Saturday afternoon: An employee minding the shop turntable cued up a popular 2020 rap album and the room's telepathic traffic synchronized instantaneously. Heads buoy-bobbed. Mouths lipped along. During a song about vampires, someone started playing air-organ on the sales counter. This all felt cute and cool, but also surprising because the album these shoppers were casually tapping their toes to was Playboi Carti's "Whole Lotta Red," one of the wildest, most expressive, form-defying rap records to drop this century.
Is this music "normal" now? Amid the happy strangers unknowingly assembled in our neo-Rockwellian vignette, it sure felt like it. Songs that registered as radical four years ago were being tacitly stamped as entirely acceptable as they perfumed a cozy alcove of public airspace. Listening to music with strangers rarely gets more life-affirming. What better way to measure human progress than by the expansion of our collective imagination?
As for Playboi Carti, his imagination has continued to sprawl across the random songs he has dropped since 2020, but with a proper follow-up to "Whole Lotta Red" still on the horizon, he has also been working hard to divert our attention to his Opium records roster: fellow Atlanta rappers Destroy Lonely, Ken Carson and the duo Homixide Gang. Together, they've built a surprisingly dynamic aesthetic around high-fashion vapidity and cartoonish goth sulkiness, delivering soul-dead rhymes about sex and drugs over beats made of laser fire and soda fizz. Since the label's launch five years ago, Opium music continues to glisten with anxiety, resembling a prolonged spasm in the emptiness separating nihilism from exhilaration -- which means these songs can feel as bad, as good and as big as life.
Or, again, as normal as life. Destroy Lonely's new album, "Love Lasts Forever," formalizes the Opium riddle, presenting itself as a hyper-stylish, almost utilitarian, everyday kind of rap music. Lyrically, his songs are filled with low-imagination tropes about new cars, big houses, hot girls and cold cash, but melodically, his words disperse into the music like a broken tube leaking neon into the ocean. Does he even want us to notice what he's saying? Most of these tracks assert themselves with rich synthesizer melodies worthy of old John Carpenter soundtracks, with some of the best in the bunch involving Opium go-to producer KP Beatz -- "Baby Money," "Cadillac, "Ship Her Off" -- while Destroy Lonely tries to keep his wiggly words drained of emotion and out of the way. On "Extra High," when he raps about "trying to find a different way to feel," you might experience a perverse sense of relief that he can't.

The cover of Destroy Lonely's "Love Lasts Forever." (Hendrik Schneider/Opium)


His standout lines only ever peek out of the music, as in "Pimp Talk," when Destroy Lonely describes how his "diamonds look like Skittles." Now here's something to feel. The slightest trickle of Pavlovian drool. Why now? Rappers have been comparing jewelry to convenience store candy since Cam'ron was doing it two decades back, or even earlier. Tangential thought experiment: If you think Destroy Lonely's music is mid, imagine pumping it on your time machine's stereo in Cam's Harlem circa 2004. People would freak. More immediate thought experiment: As biological creatures, we love the way diamonds sparkle because it reminds us of water, which reminds us that human survival is predicated on hydration, so when Destroy Lonely compares his liquid jewels to a sugary bag of Skittles, check in with your soft palate and see if you feel two different life drives.
Or maybe that spittle is just what a restless brain generates when it's forced to stare at the musical wallpaper for more than an hour. Still, "Love Lasts Forever" feels more broad than long. It feels more consistent than monotonous. Wallpaper can be art, too. Destroy Lonely knows it, and he frequently sounds like he's avoiding being too interesting on principle. He's rapping at room temperature. Let's use it as an opportunity to recalibrate ourselves.
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'His Three Daughters': A sister act that's among the year's best movies
Carrie Coon, Elizabeth Olsen and Natasha Lyonne give career-peak performances in Azazel Jacobs's relatable family drama.
By Ty Burr | 2024-09-05

From left, Natasha Lyonne as Rachel, Elizabeth Olsen as Christina and Carrie Coon as Katie in "His Three Daughters." (Sam Levy/Netflix)


Siblings are the strangers we grow up with, people with whom we share little except parents, back seats, possibly bedrooms and DNA more random than we think. Sometimes this can make for lifelong bonds. Sometimes it makes for aliens across the dinner table. Do our brothers and sisters ever see things the way we do? Do they ever see us? And can we ever forgive the ones who don't?
These are some of the concerns of Azazel Jacobs's "His Three Daughters," one of the least cinematic movies of the year and also one of the best.
It unfolds in a cramped New York apartment in which three grown women await the death of their father, who is lying unseen in a back bedroom, hooked up to machines and mostly unconscious. The women are Katie, Christina and Rachel, played respectively by Carrie Coon ("The Leftovers," "The Gilded Age"), Elizabeth Olsen ("WandaVision") and Natasha Lyonne ("Russian Doll").
Katie is the control freak, a Type-A brownstone Brooklynite with an unruly teenage daughter at home and a beady eye for everyone's faults. Christina is a gentle West Coaster and new mom, the kind of person who became a teenage Deadhead for the community rather than the acid. Rachel, who's been living with and caring for their father in his declining years, is a very specific breed of New Yorker, a gravel-voiced stoner who bets on multiple sports games, knows everyone in the neighborhood and looks like a mess but isn't.
"His Three Daughters" is in all its simplicity and complexity the story of how these women get along over the course of their dad's final week. Spoiler alert: They don't. If that sounds like a downer, the movie's kept from terminal morbidity by writer-director Jacobs's uncanny ear for dialogue and by the empathy of the three central performances. There's humor here, gallows and otherwise. But there's also an overflowing heartful of feeling, approached from three different angles by three different people who all happen to love the same parent.
Other people come and go: a hospice worker (Rudy Galvan) whose smooth bromides eventually grate on the sisters' nerves and ours; a night nurse (Jasmine Bracey) with patience and kindness and a full, unseen life outside the apartment; Rachel's kind-of boyfriend and fellow New York Jets fan Benji (Jovan Adepo), who at one point comes to her defense in a tense, satisfying showdown with Katie.

Natasha Lyonne and Carrie Coon occupy a realistic-size New York apartment in "His Three Daughters." (Netflix)


The film's central conflict is between the latter's anxious, angry need for order -- an unsigned "do not resuscitate" form becomes a source of Katie's obsession early in the movie -- and Rachel's easygoing-to-the-point-of-inertia manner of taking care of business. Which leaves Christina in the role of people-pleasing peacemaker (every family has one, right?) until she has had enough and blows a fuse in another satisfying and deeply funny scene.
Every family also has at least one basket case, the person who sucks up all the oxygen and requires special handling (and if you think your family doesn't have one, it's you). In "His Three Daughters," Katie thinks it's Rachel, but everybody else knows it's her, and the miracle of Coons's performance is that Katie's hypercritical intensity is maddening but relatable and not a little sad. She just wants her father to have a good death at the same time she's in denial about him dying at all.
An interesting thing about this movie: People end up having differing opinions about the "best" performance and to a certain degree the "best" sister. All three actresses do career-peak work in a talky but never verbose film. One of our wisest and most underrated players, Lyonne slowly reveals the depths of Rachel's strength and sorrow, transforming in Katie's eyes and ours from a slovenly pothead to a dying man's caregiver and best friend. Olsen, for her part, turns what could be a simple-minded role into a layered portrayal of a woman who's anesthetized herself with mellowness to still a beating, troubled heart. You come out of "His Three Daughters" cherishing all three sisters and with new respect for all three actresses.
As a director, Jacobs turns the liability of the film's enclosed dramatic space -- finally, a New York City movie apartment that's the size of an actual New York City apartment! -- into an asset, with walls and camera angles that separate the sisters before bringing them back together. The relationships here are territorial, especially in the early scenes: Rachel hiding from Katie in her bedroom, Katie dominating the kitchen and Christina floating with worried calm in the spaces between. Somewhat shockingly, "His Three Daughters" rarely feels like a filmed play. It's more intimate than that.
In its final moments, the movie takes a risk -- a huge gamble, really -- that for my money pays off on any number of levels, and in doing so finally confirms its writer-director's talent. Jacobs, the son of avant-garde film legend Ken Jacobs, has been making small, fluky movies for 20 years, with results good ("Momma's Man," 2008), indifferent ("The Lovers," 2017) and weird ("French Exit," 2020). "His Three Daughters" is a work of delayed but unmistakable artistic maturity.
Among other things, it's a New York film through and through -- when one of the characters looks out the apartment window to Stuyvesant Town below and the skyscrapers beyond and says, "God, I love this city," you feel the emotion down to your toes. The movie's also a salve to anyone who has watched a parent die and felt panic about everything left unasked and unsaid. It's a love letter to the siblings who know us too well and not at all. And finally, it's a profound act of letting go -- of resentments and of fear and of the people who stand us on our feet before sending us out into the world.
R. Opens Friday at Landmark E Street Cinema and Landmark Bethesda Row; available Sept. 20 on Netflix. Contains language and drug use. 101 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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George R.R. Martin scolds 'House of the Dragon' in now-missing blog post
George R.R. Martin wrote a blog post criticizing the "House of the Dragon" television series for how it differs from his book "Fire & Blood."
By Herb Scribner | 2024-09-04

George R.R. Martin speaks at an event in 2017. (Morgan Lee/AP)


George R.R. Martin published a blog post Wednesday that criticized the HBO series "House of the Dragon" and its showrunner, saying the series has started to stray too far from the novelist's source material.
In the blog post, titled "Beware the Butterflies," Martin wrote that "HOTD" showrunner Ryan Condal's decision to delay the birth of a character named Maelor created a "Butterfly Effect" that will make the HBO series widely different from Martin's 2018 book, "Fire & Blood," and less enjoyable for fans. The concerns come about one month after "House of the Dragon," a prequel to HBO's "Game of Thrones," wrapped up its second season.
"Change begets change, and even small and seemingly insignificant alterations to a timeline -- or a story -- can have a profound effect on all that follows," Martin wrote in the blog post, which is no longer viewable on his website. An archived version still exists online.
A spokesperson for Martin did not respond to questions about what happened to the blog post. Vince Gerardis, a manager for Martin and a producer for "House of the Dragon," said when reached by phone, "Tell them you called me and I laughed." He declined to comment further.
An HBO spokesperson said in a statement that the "HOTD" creative team supports Martin's work and that the creative decisions are made to help audiences.
"Commonly, when adapting a book for the screen, with its own format and limitations, the showrunner ultimately is required to make difficult choices about the characters and stories the audience will follow," the spokesperson said. "We believe that Ryan Condal and his team have done an extraordinary job and the millions of fans the series has amassed over the first two seasons will continue to enjoy it."
"We didn't have anything to do with George's blog or timing of posting or taking it down," the spokesperson added.
Martin first teased the criticisms on Aug. 30, saying in a blog post that he'd explain "everything that's gone wrong" with the show.
His spoiler-filled musings published Wednesday mostly centered around the minor character of Maelor, the third child of Aegon and Helaena Targaryen in "Fire & Blood," whose story arc directly affects several characters, including Queen Rhaenyra. In the show, the character hasn't been born yet; Martin said Condal delayed his birth over budget and casting concerns. And therefore some of the book's crucial events can't happen in "HOTD," Martin wrote.
Martin pointed to the show's Season 2 premiere as one example. In the episode, a pair of thugs, named Blood and Cheese, kill Helaena's son Jaehaerys in front of her (even after she offers a bribe). But in the book, the thugs force Helaena to choose which of her sons will die: Maelor or Jaehaerys. She chooses Maelor, but Blood and Cheese kill Jaehaerys instead (even after Helaena offers to sacrifice herself.)
Martin wrote that Helaena showed more strength in the book over her choice, and Maelor's survival led to further events down the road. Martin added that Condal's outline for future seasons of the show eliminates more elements of the book.
Martin ended his blog post by suggesting that the show has many more issues to explore. "And there are larger and more toxic butterflies to come, if HOUSE OF THE DRAGON goes ahead with some of the changes being contemplated for seasons 3 and 4..."
The author's comments were met with considerable backlash on Wednesday from fans of "HOTD," criticizing the author's negative stance on the show's creative direction. Others said Martin should be concentrated on writing "The Winds of Winter," his long-promised sixth book in the Song of Ice and Fire  series that has suffered multiple delays. However, there were some fans who seemed to agree with Martin's comments.
Condal, whose representative did not respond to a request for comment, said on HBO's official "House of the Dragon" podcast published Wednesday morning that the elimination of Maelor was one of several creative changes made to move the "Fire & Blood" story forward without needing to recast more characters. Because the show takes place over decades, "House of the Dragon" has recasted several roles as the characters have aged.
"We had to make some compromises in rendering that story so that we didn't have to recast the whole cast multiple times and really, just frankly, lose people," he said.
Martin was previously supportive of the show's second season. In December 2023, before production on its first two episodes ended, Martin wrote in a blog post that he enjoyed them so far.
"Of course, I am hardly objective when talking about anything based on my own work...," he wrote, "but I have to say, I thought both episodes were just great. ... Powerful, emotional, gut-wrenching, heart rending. Just the sort of thing I like."
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Joaquin Phoenix's artful non-answers at 'Joker 2' presser in Venice
Joaquin Phoenix, Lada Gaga and Todd Phillips discussed their musical sequel to "The Joker" in Venice, but Phoenix refused to address certain questions.
By Jada Yuan | 2024-09-04

Joaquin Phoenix, Lady Gaga and director Todd Phillips arrive for the premiere of "Joker: Folie a Deux," in Venice, on Wednesday. (Fabio Frustaci/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


VENICE -- News conferences are like being in a symbiotic relationship over which you have no control. Reporters are at the mercy of the moderator to call on them, or simply have to hope other reporters in the room will be of similar mind and ask the question -- particularly the thorny question -- that will actually be newsworthy.
The hero award for the Venice Film Festival thus goes to Ben Dalton of Screen International at the news conference for "Joker: Folie a Deux," which premiered Wednesday night, who took the microphone to ask Joaquin Phoenix why he dropped out of Todd Haynes's untitled NC-17 gay love story in August, just days before production was set to begin in Guadalajara, Mexico.
"If I do [explain], I'll just be sharing my opinion from my perspective, and the other creatives aren't here to say their piece, and it just doesn't feel like that would be right," Phoenix said after a long pause. "I am not sure how that would be helpful. I don't think I will."
Perhaps Phoenix's quitting of a project he helped develop doesn't seem like that big of a deal from the outside. But in Hollywood, it's a cloud hanging over the splashy release of the "Joker" sequel (which introduces Lady Gaga's Harley Quinn, or "Lee" as she's called in the film, as the deranged love interest to Phoenix's Arthur Fleck) that has tarnished Phoenix's reputation and puts his chances for a second best actor Oscar in jeopardy. As IndieWire first reported, Haynes called Phoenix the project's "driving force." They worked together to develop the explicit gay romance set in the 1930s, meant to co-star Danny Ramirez of "Top Gun: Maverick," and it would have been Phoenix's first gay on-screen role.
It's essentially the equivalent of building a company based on your idea, that requires your unique persona to launch it, and then, after all the money has been poured in and tons of people have devoted months of their lives to getting it off the ground, deciding you'd rather not be involved.
A source close to the production told Variety that Phoenix may have gotten "cold feet," and crew members have speculated that he got spooked by just how explicit the sex scenes were. One studio executive told the Hollywood Reporter that there was "outrage" over the situation, and both THR and Matthew Belloni at Puck reported that producers were considering suing Phoenix for the financial losses.
By dropping out, the 49-year-old actor, who is engaged to Rooney Mara, left the project without a bankable star, and with no time to reverse course and recast, particularly because he'd already been so integral in working out the role. Former New York Times film critic Janet Maslin called Phoenix "now-uninsurable" on X and suggested Colin Farrell as a replacement. Film critic Glenn Kenny also posted, "If [Phoenix] thinks the rest of the film industry will take his f---ing over Todd Haynes at all lightly I believe he is mistaken."
Even the Venice Film Festival seems to have been wrapped up in the drama: The "Folie a Deux" premiere was unusually late for such a hugely anticipated movie, in a festival that has been going on for a week already. The Wednesday premiere butts up against the traditional start of the Toronto International Film Festival, and members of the film industry and the international press corps who were planning to fly straight there had to change their flights. When Venice was creating its programming schedule, the festival would have been coordinating with Phoenix's team during his intended Haynes shoot in Mexico. (The festival did not return a request for comment.)
The controversy has put a pallor over what should be a triumphant return for the actor and director Todd Phillips. The original "Joker" film's shocking win of the Golden Lion here set in motion its 11 Oscar nominations and wins for best original score and Phoenix for best actor. Not to mention its $1 billion box office, making it the highest-grossing R-rated movie of all time, until "Deadpool & Wolverine" surpassed it this year. "I think it's a lot easier to come into something as the insurgent as opposed to coming in as the incumbent," Phillips said at the news conference. "... There's definitely a sense of more nervousness than I had in the first one."

Lady Gaga and Joaquin Phoenix in "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Niko Tavernise/Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.)


The nerves are warranted. The new film is, essentially, a musical set inside the head of a mentally ill murderer of six as he lives a miserable existence in jail, transforms into a cult hero through his televised trial that may end in the death penalty, and falls into a volatile, combative love with Gaga's Lee. Early reviews of the movie, which hits U.S. theaters Oct. 4, have been dismal.
Both Arthur and Lee regularly break out, in broken, warbly voices, into a '50s and '60s soundtrack -- Burt Bacharach and Hal David's "What the World Needs Now Is Love," Dean Kay and Kelly Gordon's "That's Life" -- with lyrics that somehow meet the moment of whatever they're trying to express.
Even though Phoenix wasn't quite ready to leave the character behind, the director also knew he wouldn't do a reprise if it felt anything like what he'd done before. "If we were really going to do it, it had to scare him in the same way the first one did," Phillips said. "It had to feel audacious."
The first film, a dark origin story of the disturbed loner who'd become Batman's archenemy, owed its success to the DC Comics brand and controversy that surrounded it -- such as Homeland Security issuing a warning of potential mass shootings at screenings, or outcry that it was glorifying "incel" culture. Centered on a disenfranchised White man who feels like the system has let him down and who begins to enact an angry, violent rebellion, it felt like a mirror of American society heading into the 2020 election.

Lady Gaga in "Joker: Folie a Deux." (Niko Tavernise/Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.)


The new film features a poignant waltz and a dream sequence in which the leads play a murderous Sonny and Cher -- and seems like it might be harder to sell to the die-hard comic book fans and male audiences who watched its predecessor on repeat. Its timeliness is a little more under the surface, but its biggest crowd scenes, with hundreds of extras playing pro-Joker acolytes, were filmed outside the New York State Supreme Court, just steps away from the Donald Trump indictment hearings in March 2023.
The idea, Phillips said, came out of the uninhibited dance on that iconic Bronx staircase that Phoenix's Joker does in the first movie. "Something that Joaquin and I talked about all the time on the set of the first movie was this idea that Arthur has music in him," Phillips said. For this film, when they knew Arthur would have a "Lady Joker," Gaga quickly came to mind, as did the idea of choosing standards that Arthur would have listened to with his mom when he was younger. They might be the only musical references he had, because his experience with the outside world was so limited.
Phoenix said he started off trying to sing like Frank Sinatra or Sammy Davis Jr., but that felt too smooth for Arthur. As soon as they brought Gaga on, he said, "She was like, 'Oh, we're going to sing live.' And I said, 'No, we're not. You can sing live if you like.' But, well ... it was really the only way."
Gaga hesitated to call the film a "musical," noting that music is used to "really give the characters a way to express what they need to say, because the scene and just the dialogue is not enough."
Phoenix was kind to the press, warmly greeting the room and giving generous, descriptive answers, but it was clear that there were places he wouldn't go. He politely refused when Phillips asked him to tell the room about a dream he had that led to the second film, and only talked about it once a reporter asked him again, point-blank.
"I had this dream I was performing as Joker, doing songs, and I just called Todd because I thought there might be something there, and there wasn't." (Apparently there was something there, because Phillips told the story in a Variety profile and said the dream was his inspiration.)

Joaquin Phoenix arrives for the premiere of "Joker: Folie a Deux" in Venice. (Ettore Ferrari/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


For the first film, he'd lost an incredible 52 pounds, and this time he looked just as skeletal, if not more so. One shot in the beginning, in jail, makes his left shoulder blade look like a fin.
But he didn't want to talk about that, either. "It's not really that dangerous. I worked with a doctor. Thank you for the question," he said, refusing to divulge any specifics. The only thing harder this go-round were the many dance rehearsals.
"We fed him blueberries when he was hungry," Gaga said.
While the first film seems like a Joker origin story, this second film feels like some combination of the big movie musical moments of "Singin' in the Rain" and the macabre dissonance of "Sweeney Todd," mixed with a "Network"-like commentary on tabloid courtroom television, as Joker's legion of fans grows even bigger as his trial airs.
Phillips doesn't deny that there are Trump parallels to this movie.
"Think what you want to about Trump, but for the certain segment of society that's in love with him, he's a guy who's just saying what he wants to say and doing what he wants to do," Phillips said in his Variety profile. "He is who he is, and people respond to that."
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Why Sony is pulling its ambitious game 'Concord' offline after only two weeks
"Concord" is yet another expensive, ambitious live-service game that will become an abandoned amusement park.
By Gene Park | 2024-09-04

Expensive, motion-captured cinematic vignettes were a key marketing feature for "Concord." (PlayStation)


I have a lifelong fascination with empty, dead amusement parks. When you grow up in an area as desolate as I did, you don't need a Ferris wheel to move for it to provide some entertainment.
Theme parks shut down for a variety of reasons -- in the real world and in the video games we wander around, scouring attractions from a crowd. Games like Fortnite and Call of Duty have become mega-attractions in this way: perpetual moneymaking operations, staffed by thousands, that are in no danger of closing down. Unfortunately, the games industry is filled with amusement park owners hoping to become the next Disneyland -- or, well, Minecraft. So many games are becoming expensive cautionary tales. But when players flee and their creators pull active support, I stick around dead live services (including multimillion-dollar failures like "Avengers" and "Anthem") until the doors close. It's lonely, but the feeling is also nostalgic.
Throughout 2023, Sony PlayStation proudly touted that it was working on 12 of these games, then later announced plans to cut that ambition by half. As part of this plan, last year Sony acquired Firewalk Studios, which spent at least six years creating "Concord," a five-vs.-five shooting game released Aug. 23 on PlayStation 5 and PC.
On Tuesday -- that would be less than two weeks later -- Firewalk and PlayStation announced that they are refunding all purchases of "Concord" and that the game will be taken offline Friday. This was not a surprise to anyone who was tracking the health of the game on Steam, PC's most popular platform. Concurrent Steam players never peaked past 697, and throughout each day, the game was played by mere dozens of concurrent players. By contrast, a live-service game should have at least tens of thousands of players to be considered healthy. Games such as Fortnite boast a million players at any given moment. When the beta version of "Concord" became available free in its second week, it lost its audience anyway. People who tried the game were not returning.
Much has been said about the failure of this game. To sum up what has already been written by others (including IGN): The game charged $40 when other similar games, such as "Overwatch 2" and the upcoming "Marvel Rivals," can be played free. Its genre, the "hero shooter" popularized by "Overwatch," has been dwindling in popularity since that game's 2016 release, and "Concord" simply took too long to make to benefit from the trend. In July, I called it an "expertly crafted big bet" that's "a few years late." The hero-shooter genre relies on creating appealing characters to lure people into the concept, and the ones in "Concord" fell short. One of its leading characters, an alien named Lennox, has a beard that resembles ... well, let's just say you don't want to spend any time around it. The character designs weren't just unappealing; sometimes they were revolting.
Which is before we even get to the gameplay. Here's my perspective as someone who tried to play and enjoy the game the past two weeks. There is only one unique game mode in "Concord," called Rivalry. In a game where players are asked to become attached to these characters, Rivalry demands players swap around to different characters. It incentivizes building up team statistics by strategically choosing different options, a mechanic inspired by deck-building card games.
I tried to test this mode as much as I could, but on the PlayStation 5, it would take me up to 10 minutes for the game to find enough players who wanted to play this mode. Sometimes the game would just give up. So, from my experience, players rejected the most distinguishable offering "Concord" has. It's an overdesigned set of rules created to distinguish it from deathmatch and zone-control modes, but it's too complicated to act as an elevator-pitch marketing hook. With an organized team of friends, the mode can click, but it simply falls apart if you're not able to meet that criteria.

"Concord's" most distinguishable mode is Rivalry, which was too complicated to act as a marketing hook. (PlayStation)


When PlayStation revealed the game design in May, a some 10-minute presentation couldn't communicate why Rivalry or anything in "Concord" should pull you away from other games. Instead, the game was sold with exasperating jargon, talking about how the game is "leaning into the asymmetry of the characters, really pushing the possibility space of two different characters colliding, it's all about creating opportunities for improvisation." That word salad was never going to be a winning hook.
While PlayStation owns the year's biggest multiplayer failure, it can also claim the biggest win. "Helldivers 2," exclusive to PS5 and PC, became the fastest-selling PlayStation game, with more than 12 million copies sold. It was fueled by strong word of mouth. PlayStation's own presentation on it was just over three minutes, and it just showed players working together to battle big alien bugs with big guns and big explosions. The pitch was simple and immediate, it didn't see any of the big marketing push "Concord" had, and it's the year's biggest multiplayer success story.

The written histories of the characters are far more interesting than "Concord" was able to present outside of text. (PlayStation)


About how the video games industry tends to show off its big, splashy titles: It doesn't help that these promised cinematic vignettes are terribly boring, each one around a minute long and luxuriously animated with industry-leading performance-capture technology. They are a waste of time and money. The writing in these sequences feel like throwaway scripts from a 1990s sitcom; just replace the Brooklyn apartment with a spaceship. Instead of exploring unique histories and personality quirks, these short clips are vehicles for quips and snark that might land if this game didn't make such a poor first impression.
There is good in "Concord" buried under this trend-chasing, expensive project. The written histories of its world and its 16 characters can be found, if you really try, through a lore menu, yet promise a far more engaging story than what the game was able to present. It's easy to picture a better title telling a better story and giving these characters the game they deserve. The real bummer of "Concord" is that, in chasing the fool's gold of "live service" and infinite growth, it may have killed the few good ideas that could've saved it. There was good intention here to entertain and delight, but instead, it has become another dead amusement park -- and not even one I want to keep exploring.
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Hardcore band Gel wants you to 'feel the freak.' You might like it.
The New Jersey-born band will perform at the Atlantis on Sept. 10.
By Chris Kelly | 2024-09-04

Gel. (Alexis Gross)


In an era of streaming bloat and AI slop, there's something special about the power of an all-killer, no-filler hardcore record to cut through BS. Gel did so literally with "Honed Blade," the mind-numbing opener of last year's "Only Constant," and it's done it again on its latest, "Persona," an EP that steps up the songwriting and sound quality without sacrificing any of the band's live-wire ferocity.
"Persona" has the same lean-and-mean riffs, tight-but-thundering rhythm section and pit-percolating breakdowns as before. But digging into what vocalist Sami Kaiser is saying with those vocal-cord-shredding shrieks reveals a more compelling beast. "Concession given, optic driven/ Illusion superseding something real," Kaiser screams on the title track. "Is it authentic, or purely aesthetic?/ We're all waiting for the big reveal."
Perhaps unusual for a hardcore record, these venomous couplets about illusory revelations and the authentic-aesthetic divide are inspired by Jungian archetypes. For Kaiser, understanding and incorporating the elements of self -- the ego, the shadow, the persona -- have helped them navigate personal anxieties and feel more fulfilled.
"I've struggled with mental health stuff, like getting caught up in the direness, the futility, the darkness of negative emotion," they say via Zoom. "Taking that on as your reality, that's a choice. Obstacles and pain are avoidable. Suffering can be mitigated."
When they put it that way, it sounds almost Buddhist. But how about how "The Sopranos" put it in a bit of dialogue between Michael Imperioli's Christopher and Tony Sirico's Paulie that Gel sampled on "Violent Closure":
"You ever feel like nothin' good was ever gonna happen to you?"
"Yeah. And nothin' did. So what?"
Or as Kaiser paraphrases: "Nothing matters? Not good enough. So what? How are you living in the moment?"
A "Sopranos" sample makes perfect sense for Gel, with three born-and-bred Jersey reps among its five members. Kaiser grew up in a small town in central Jersey and, because of their sheltered, conservative upbringing, didn't start going to shows until their late teens. But hardcore proved welcoming, and Kaiser quickly jumped into doing vocals, embracing the new outlet of expression.
"Since I've been 18 or 19, I've just been popping around, playing low-stakes shows," Kaiser says. "I would quit jobs all the time just to play a show at the local bar basement on a Monday night."
Gel formed from the ashes of a different band in 2018 and quickly established itself as an act to watch in an underground punk scene that seems to have new vitality and excitement around it. The phrase "hardcore for the freaks" served as a tape title and has become the band's guiding philosophy. "It's mainly just encouragement for those who feel uncomfortable with themselves or are unconventional in any way," Kaiser says. "Don't let feeling out of place skew from the beauty of being freaky and the fun experiences that that can lend you. Feel the freak and come out and live your life regardless."
That attitude has worked for Kaiser and Gel, and maybe it could work for you.
"I could only hope that other people embrace their uniqueness and feel empowered in their freakitudes." 
Sept. 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the Atlantis, 2047 Ninth St. NW. theatlantis.com. $25.
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'Beetlejuice Beetlejuice' is a not-bad sequel sequel
Michael Keaton, Winona Ryder and Tim Burton return in an overstuffed ghost story.
By Ty Burr | 2024-09-04

Michael Keaton as Beetlejuice in "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice." (Warner Bros. Pictures)


When "Beetlejuice" was released 36 years ago -- you read that right; in the Before Times -- director Tim Burton was not yet a household name. Winona Ryder, making her third movie, was all of 16 years old. Michael Keaton was in an early career slump. And no one had any idea what that movie title was about.
Nearly four decades is enough to turn anything into an institution, though, and since Burton's scruffy little ghost comedy has already been repurposed as an animated TV series, a video game and a 2019 Broadway musical, it's a wonder a simple sequel took this long. Here "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice" is at last, and a mixed bag it is, too, with highs that are almost up there with the maniacal, macabre invention of the original and lows that are big-studio business as usual.
It matters that the three returning actors from the first movie are the right three -- Keaton, Ryder and Catherine O'Hara as the lavishly pretentious Delia Deetz -- that Burton is still in the director's chair, and that Danny Elfman's musical score, a character in its own right, returns like a runaway calliope. Taken as a whole, "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice" is entertaining enough for a night out at the megaplex or a lazy Saturday streaming at home, but in plot and impact, it points up how the movies have changed since 1988, and not for the better.

Jenna Ortega as Astrid and Winona Ryder as Lydia in "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice." (Parisa Taghizadeh/Warner Bros. Pictures)


The main difference between "Beetlejuice" and "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice" is that the new movie has a plot -- about five of them, in fact. Lydia Deetz (Ryder), the Goth teen from the first film, is all grown up and monetizing her ability to see dead people in a hit TV show where she investigates other people's haunted mansions. The one specter she doesn't want to see is Betelgeuse (Keaton), the grotty demon in the black-and-white zoot suit, but lately he's been popping up in Lydia's field of vision, sending her into panic attacks and worrying her boyfriend Rory (Justin Theroux), who everyone but Lydia can see is an exploitative sleaze.
In a storyline that has now been officially beaten to death by Hollywood, Lydia has a teenage daughter, Astrid (Jenna Ortega), who hates her mom and, more heretically, doesn't believe in ghosts. (Will mother and child learn to love each other again? Have you seen any family movie made in the last 15 years?) Grandma Delia is as self-absorbed as ever, with O'Hara's five years as Moira on "Schitt's Creek" adding fresh layers of narcissism, but Grandpa Charles has been dispatched in a dandy stop-motion shark attack and occasionally wanders through minus a head, obviating the need to rehire the tarnished Jeffrey Jones.
Back in the bureaucracy of the undead, Betelgeuse is overseeing the local shrunken-head call center, until he gets word that his ex-wife Delores, a soul-sucking succubus (not a metaphor), has pulled herself back together (not a metaphor) and is gunning for him (a metaphor). Delores is played with witchy authority by Italian movie star Monica Bellucci, which gives "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice" a needed touch of demented class.

Catherine O'Hara as Delia in "Beetlejuice Beetlejuice." (Warner Bros. Pictures)


Did I mention the undead actor turned cop played with extra-strength mustard by Willem Dafoe? Or Jeremy (Arthur Conti), Astrid's adolescent love interest, who may have a trick or two up his sleeve? All this to-ing and fro-ing is, in a sense, a betrayal of the first "Beetlejuice," which didn't have a storyline so much as a collection of bizarrely hilarious scenes stuck together with Edward Gorey-esque creativity, enjoyably cheap Claymation effects and a great deal of enthusiasm.
For what it's worth, the double-headed sandworms are back, and Keaton brings a scrofulous, lowdown energy that's a delight to witness in a man well into his Medicare years. He's still Betelgeuse; he's never stopped being Betelgeuse, just as Ryder has never really stopped being Lydia amid all the stranger things in her career. O'Hara, of course, is a living legend.
And Burton? The sad-boy outsider artist of "Edward Scissorhands" (1990) and the Gothic "Batman" (1989) and "Batman Returns" (1992) has long since seen his dark visions absorbed safely into the mainstream and his weirdness nullified by acclaim. That's what made the original "Beetlejuice" unique: It was funny, unpredictable and weird. The "Day-O" dinner party from that film is a moment that lives on in pop culture, endlessly rewatchable on YouTube for its sheer bananas-ness, and the song's reprise in the sequel is clever and welcome. But the attempt to top it in the climax with a beloved bit of '60s/'70s cheese-rock mostly feels forced.
"Beetlejuice Beetlejuice" is at its best -- which is more often than you'd think -- when it relocates that vein of gonzo surrealism and at its deflated worst whenever it sticks to the story. It's sprightly enough to make a lot of audiences and Warner Bros. bean-counters happy, but it also confirms that one of the most distinct visionaries in American film history has become a corporate repurposing machine. It's not insane, and that hurts.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains violent content, macabre and bloody images, strong language, some suggestive material, and drug use. 104 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Indie musician Waxahatchee's songwriting mandate: 'Airtight poetry'
Last time she came to Wolf Trap, inspiration struck. On Sept. 6, she returns to perform the song born at the venue.
By Zoe Glasser | 2024-09-04

Waxahatchee. (Molly Matalon)


In a windowless backstage room at Wolf Trap in Vienna, Va., indie folk musician Katie Crutchfield pieced together a song that would, in her words, "change her life." Crutchfield, better known by her stage name Waxahatchee, had been on a songwriting streak as she toured the country in 2022, performing as support for fellow Alabamian and country rocker Jason Isbell.
She had been "collecting melodies," she says, since she finished working on her 2020 record "Saint Cloud," and suddenly, something clicked. The song that emerged, "Right Back to It," became the beating heart and lead single of her sixth record, "Tigers Blood." Crutchfield, 35, says she can't wait to return to Wolf Trap on Sept. 6 to perform the song in the venue where it was born.
"Tigers Blood," released in March, is a deeply introspective album and Crutchfield's first solo record in four years. Between albums, she says, she typically takes a few years before writing lyrics again. Because "Saint Cloud" was released during covid lockdown, she was ready to write "Tigers Blood" just as the world began to reopen. But Crutchfield's songwriting process has strict parameters to which she held herself during the writing streak that spurred the record.
"I try and specifically describe an experience that I had, like to a T," she says, "or it has to be line for line, like airtight poetry."
"Right Back to It," which is sonically inspired by old-fashioned country love duets, boasts vocals from MJ Lenderman, who lent his voice to several songs on the record. The Wolf Trap-born song, with its delicate guitar hook and rich vocal performances, tells of a love so well-worn that it's impossible to leave: "Been yours for so long/ I come right back to it," the two harmonize as if they'd always been singing together.
Lenderman came onto the project relatively quickly after that day at Wolf Trap and helped shape the sound of "Tigers Blood."
"We didn't really have a clear vision yet of what we were going to do exactly," says Crutchfield. "I was like, 'Maybe we could have a session with [Lenderman]. I love his singing. ... I really love his songwriting, and I love his guitar playing.' [Producer] Brad [Cook] invited him right away to the first session, and from that point on, we were like, 'All right, this person is really important to this record.'"
The song, and the record as a whole, is evocative of wide-open spaces, influenced by Crutchfield's recording at Sonic Ranch in Tornillo, Texas. Part of this airy sensibility may also come from the more relaxed nature of the songwriting itself -- Crutchfield describes her creative process on "Tigers Blood" as more "flowy" and less laborious than on the album cycle prior.
"Songwriting is just, like, putting one foot in front of the other, waking up and seeing what comes out," she says. But every once in a while, she adds, that effort gives way to alchemy. "You'll happen upon something like ['Right Back to It'], and you'll feel like, 'I think this is really something special.'" 
Sept. 6 at 7 p.m. at the Filene Center at Wolf Trap, 1551 Trap Rd., Vienna, Va. $49-$139. wolftrap.org.
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DeSantis's cuts to arts funding put pressure on schools, rural areas
Artists and community leaders are still reckoning with a surprise cut to the state's Republican-approved arts budget.
By Sofia Andrade | 2024-09-04

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks at the Republican National Convention in July. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Miami-based visual artist T. Eliott Mansa is known in the city's art scene for assembling found materials, including stuffed toys, into abstract sculptures evoking barnacles and sea life.
Like many artists, Mansa earned money working odd jobs and as a college and high school art teacher. After he was laid off, he turned to blood plasma donation, he said, about twice a week for five months.
It was around this time in June that Mansa, 46, heard that Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) had used his veto to cut a key segment of the state arts budget from $32 million down to $0. Soon afterward, Mansa started hearing from the various arts organizations he's worked with about how the funding would affect them. For Mansa, who has long supported his artistic career through work with the nonprofits and museums that had now lost state funding, the cuts threaten further economic instability.
As the school year begins, several of the more than 600 organizations that lost state funding told The Washington Post that their educational programming is the first thing they will have to cut if they cannot make up the money elsewhere. Some organizations lost hundreds of thousands of dollars, and smaller groups lost big percentages of their operating budget.  Because these losses come just before the new fiscal year for many groups, they are already disrupting hiring and programming.
Most policy leaders and voters appreciate the role of state funding for the arts, said Kelly Barsdate, chief program and planning officer at the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA).
This vision of the arts as a "consensus point" worthy of further investment, according to Barsdate, has "strong support in states with big populations and small populations, rural and urban states [and] states with every conceivable political configuration." In the last 10 years, state legislatures have increased aggregate appropriations to the arts to $706.7 million in fiscal year 2025, according to data from NASAA.
Florida's cuts are unusual in scale. The state's arts budget is split between general grants, which organizations apply for in an intensive year-long process, and line-item funds, which legislators earmark to certain projects. The governor's move kept almost $30 million in line-items, but cut all arts grants, which tend to be a more predictable source of funding.
Barsdate said that line-item funds are historically "the bounciest part of state arts funding equation" and "tend to be pretty volatile."
For artists like Mansa, that's a problem. "I'm working at a museum, I'm working at schools, situations like summer camps," he said. "All these things are tied up into art funding. It's not just your cultural labor, it's your literal labor, your work, how you make a living."
The Florida arts budget cuts -- a first for the state -- came on June 12, when DeSantis vetoed about $950 million of the 2024-2025 budget approved by the state's Republican-controlled legislature.
When asked about the arts cuts -- a sliver of the state's final $116.5 billion budget -- in a June 27 news conference, the governor said, "You have your tax dollars being given in grants to things like the Fringe Festival, which is like a sexual festival where they're doing all this stuff."
Community members and organizers of the Tampa and Orlando fringe festivals immediately pushed back. Much of the programming is considered family-friendly, and sexual or otherwise explicit content, according to festival leaders, is always labeled as such.

An Orlando Fringe festival sticker on a vehicle in Orlando. (Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP)


DeSantis' reasoning for the cuts echoes other attempts by his administration to restrict speech and expression deemed "sexual," "woke" or unsafe, including the "Stop Woke Act" and the Parental Rights in Education Act, commonly called the "Don't Say Gay" act. (Both acts were substantially limited by legal actions this year.)
With educational programming again on the line due to the arts funding cuts, experts and organization leaders alike see a connection. The office of the governor did not respond to multiple requests for comment. (In an email statement, the Florida Department of State noted the nearly $30 million in line-item arts funding, including $5.3 million to support African American cultural and historical sites.)
Poet and musician Mikah Amani, 23, started teaching in 2023 largely out of necessity. He grew up in Miami and studied at an arts charter school before joining New York University's creative writing program for college. But when the pandemic hit, Amani realized New York just wasn't home.
He dropped out, moved back to Miami and eventually joined a teaching fellowship program through O, Miami, a local poetry organization he had encountered as a middle-schooler.
Amani said the work, assisting with poetry lessons at his former elementary school, has proved instrumental to his ongoing growth as an artist. "I struggle financially as most people do in Miami, and this really allows me a security net in a lot of ways, because it's something I love to do," he said. Local arts organizations, he said, provide opportunities for artists to work that wouldn't be available otherwise.
With tight school budgets threatening arts education every year, it's often groups like O, Miami that are tasked with filling the gaps.

O, Miami holds poetry events and installations around the city. (Chantal Lawrie/O, Miami)


The poetry organization's co-directors said that they can make up much of the missing funds through external grants specifically for educational programs. But that's not true for all organizations. The shortfall is especially acute in rural communities, where there aren't the same grants and philanthropic opportunities as in cities like Miami and Orlando, said Kathleen Sanz, president and CEO of the Center for Fine Arts Education in Tallahassee.
In Florida's 70-plus school districts, only 22 have supervisors who directly oversee the arts, Sanz said. In the remaining districts, arts nonprofits must often work harder to fill the gaps in educational programming.
The Howey Music Series in Howey-in-the-Hills, a central Florida town of about 1,600 people, is one such nonprofit. The organization focuses on making professional classical music performances accessible to residents of rural, spread-apart Lake County.
Since 2020, the organization prioritized educational programming, but the cuts have put upcoming plans at risk.
Executive Director Emily Heumann described the year-long process of applying to the state funding as "soul-crushing." The organization had hired a grant writer to help them with the complex application and was expecting over $20,000 to put toward an in-person lecture series, increased pay for artists and hiring. The funding would have represented the organization's largest grant to date.
For the time being, the plans are canceled.
"The governor did the veto this year, but that impacts not just this year," Sanz said. "It's kind of like the students that went through the pandemic. This year, students are going to miss a lot in the arts and culture, and that's going to be felt down the road."

Greg Parnell's Orlando jazz orchestra plays a Jazz on the Lawn event for the Howey Music Series. (Ben Jimenez)


Some program leaders also fear disrupted funding would worsen the flight of local artists out of Florida.
Howey Music Series, for example, hires primarily local artists to perform at their salon-style shows. Heumann's hope is that hiring these artists not only gives them work and money to live with, but also shows students that opportunities to stay and be an artist in the area do exist.
"I think it's very important to cultivate the artists we already have here," she said. With few high-paying opportunities in the area, she added, "what happens is we have these amazing artists who were educated here, were grown here, got their start here and then they go off somewhere else. I think that's so disappointing and sad, and does such a disservice to our arts community to lose them."
In nearby Osceola County, Christopher Burns, the county's fine and performing arts resource specialist, has observed a similar trend. The local school district did a lot to increase art opportunities for Osceola County students, he said, but many still leave the state to find work elsewhere.
That tension can exist even in major arts cities like Miami.
Juana Valdes is a multidisciplinary artist whose practice is influenced by her Afro-Cuban community in Miami. Valdes teaches art at the university level, but after facing financial instability, and the fear that her work on race and colonialism would be threatened in Florida, she decided to take a job at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. With work there and her studio in Miami, she's decided to travel back and forth.
When Amani, the poet and musician, visited D.C. earlier this year, he was struck by the accessibility of cultural institutions like museums and record stores within walking distance. It made him think that he could move somewhere like that -- where the arts felt like they were more valued. But after a few days, homesickness set in and the fantasy faded.
"It's indicative of the really hard decision that makes me sad that folks have to make," Amani said. He cited the ways that Florida politics can alienate people who want to stay, referring both to the arts funding cuts and the anti-LGBTQ+ sentiments of the current administration.
For now, Amani said he stays for the student artists who can't leave as easily: "For the time being, I'm here. Especially when I see my students, a lot of their families are underserved and don't necessarily have the means to up and leave as young artists kind of do, so I want to make it better for them.
"Maybe it won't be forever."
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In 'Echoes of Wisdom,' the star of 'The Legend of Zelda' is finally Zelda
"The Legend of Zelda: Echoes of Wisdom" is the first Nintendo-made outing for the titular princess. 
By Gene Park | 2024-09-04

In "Echoes of Wisdom," Zelda gains a new sidekick named Tri, who gives her a magical staff that can create copies of any object or living being. (Nintendo)


The main character of "The Legend of Zelda" series is finally Zelda. And it's a surreal experience for anyone who's waited decades for this long-unrequited fantasy to come true.
It's especially jarring considering that "Echoes of Wisdom," which releases Sept. 26 on Nintendo Switch, is an evolution of the classic series formula from last century, portrayed from a top-down perspective long thought to be left in the past. Play an hour of "Echoes," and you'll slowly realize that despite the "classic" look, Nintendo is still channeling the unbridled expanse of the recent Zelda entries "Breath of the Wild" and "Tears of the Kingdom."
It's Zelda's adventure because the usual protagonist, Link, has been "stolen away," along with much of the Hyrule kingdom, by a mysterious dark force. Zelda is blamed for this incident, and she's on the run to clear her name and rescue Link. She gains a new sidekick named Tri, who gives her a magical staff imbued with the power to create "echoes," or copies of any object or living being. For longtime Zelda fans like 30-year-old Rebecca Stone, a Twitch streamer called ForestMinish, it has been a journey watching the princess's role grow from damsel in distress to a more active, significant one in recent games. The developers needed to take seriously the task of finally introducing her to the player's hands, she said.
"I didn't want them to cut corners or make it feel like a side adventure, a spin-off or a lesser game," she said. When the game was announced, Stone screamed so loudly her microphone peaked, and she later sobbed happy tears.
"Everything I've seen with 'Echoes' has been incredible, especially because this is Zelda's own story, her turn to save Hyrule," Stone said. "They didn't just hand her a sword and make her a 'female Link' counterpart."
The gameplay hook of creating copies makes this a title more focused on overcoming obstacles and puzzles. For example, Zelda can "copy" a bed over and over to climb over obstacles. She can even conjure up a bed during battles and take a nap to recover health, all while the demigod trying to kill her is distracted by the monsters she summoned. Her abilities will be as plentiful as the amount of things she can copy, and by the end of the game, she will become a master summoner.

Frenetic battles will push a player's ability to improvise with Zelda's various copying abilities. (Nintendo)


The game begins in linear fashion with a tutorial to help acclimate players to the controls and mechanics. It's similar to "Tears of the Kingdom," locking you into one location until all the abilities are doled out. Much like in that game, you control Zelda's echoes using a mix of the shoulder buttons and directional pad, with objects that can be sorted by type, last used, most used or last copied. Another ability allows Zelda to "bind" herself to something else and lets her copy that object's movement or vice versa, like binding to a floating platform to cross gaps. If the "Tears" controls confused you, it may happen here, too. At least the tutorial mission can be completed in dozens of different ways.
But the echoes add a new layer of rewarding secrets within the Zelda formula. Caves and locations that might have had treasure chests will instead house secret monsters or objects for Zelda to copy, giving the princess abilities that might make certain tasks easier. The map of Hyrule, a new version of the world we've never seen before, is veiled under a fog until the player enters each location, elongating a sense of mystery as the game unfolds.

For classic action gameplay, Zelda can transform into a "swordfighter" as long as a new magic meter stays filled. (Nintendo)


Action game fans will be appeased by Zelda's "swordfighter" form, where she basically turns into a sword-wielding Link until a new magic meter runs out. This can make huge fights easier to deal with, and the game seems willing to dole out magic meter resources if there's a tough battle or dungeon boss. But Zelda's perfectly capable of defending herself by summoning groups of monsters. I found myself attached to the snakes, which I could summon like missiles to swarm enemies. Like exploration, there will be dozens of ways to handle each fight.
It's clear that the protagonist change gave Nintendo permission to experiment with the open-ended nature of its recent Zelda games, an idea that began with the first 1986 game and continued in "A Link Between Worlds" and "Breath of the Wild." It makes the perspective change that much more memorable and important.
Zelda isn't just leading her namesake franchise, but making a mark on it. "I also hope that young girls will be able to look at Zelda as the hero of this game and see her inspiration to be a leader and have courage," Stone said.
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Beating the blitz could be the difference for the Commanders vs. the Bucs
Washington's offensive line lacks continuity but will need to jell quickly with the season opener coming against Todd Bowles's Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-09-05

Commanders offensive line coach Bobby Johnson has had to prepare a unit with moving parts and injuries. (John McDonnell/ for The Washington Post)


Everyone in the Washington Commanders' facility has stressed the importance of beating the blitz in the season opener Sunday because Tampa Bay Buccaneers Coach Todd Bowles seems likely to send a lot of pressure.
Over the last decade, Bowles has blitzed a lot -- against rookie quarterbacks, against dual-threat quarterbacks and in many situations. He seems to really love blitzing on third and short, and he'll probably immediately challenge rookie Jayden Daniels and his offensive line, which didn't take many snaps together in the preseason.
Bowles could try to disrupt the unit even without blitzing by using "simulated pressures" to test the Commanders' processing and communication.

A "simulated pressure" is when a defense tries to fool an offense by lining up as if it will blitz then falling back. In this picture, the three defenders circled are not blitzing. (Sam Fortier/TWP)


Bowles's defense will be a big test for Washington's suspect line. Plan A is for the Commanders to start left tackle Brandon Coleman, who sat out the preseason games with a shoulder/pec injury, but if he's unable to go, serviceable veteran Cornelius Lucas will play in his place.
Regardless, Coach Dan Quinn spoke optimistically about Washington's offensive line succeeding. "Because that's what has to be done," he said Wednesday, laughing. "There's not a like, 'Oh, if it doesn't happen, it's okay.' Like, [the communication] has to go down."
Curiously, Bowles has seemed relatively hesitant to blitz against units run by Kliff Kingsbury, now the Commanders' offensive coordinator. In their two meetings -- both when Kingsbury was Arizona's coach -- Bowles was less aggressive than normal. In 2019, against rookie quarterback Kyler Murray, Bowles (then Tampa Bay's defensive coordinator) called blitzes on just 13 of 46 dropbacks, and usually with a linebacker.
But late in the fourth quarter, with Arizona in the red zone looking for a game-sealing touchdown, safety Jordan Whitehead blitzed from the slot. The pressure forced Murray into an awkward throw that was intercepted -- and Tampa Bay marched the length of the field to score the game-winning touchdown.

Todd Bowles didn't blitz rookie Kyler Murray much in 2019. But a well-timed blitz forced an interception that ultimately led to a game-winning score. (Sam Fortier/TWP)


The Commanders don't need Daniels and the offensive line to beat every blitz Sunday. But they do need the unit to avoid catastrophic mistakes.
So, will the Commanders blitz a lot too? Maybe. Defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. will call his first full game Sunday after coming over as an assistant from Dallas, and one of his biggest responsibilities is to help create a pass rush that was nonexistent for Washington most of last season.
One big question is how often he'll send blitzes. Former Commanders coordinator Jack Del Rio liked to rush only four players, but with the star edge rushers gone, defensive tackles Jon Allen and Daron Payne coming off down years, and accomplished blitzer Frankie Luvu now at linebacker, the unit seems bound to tick up its rate this season.
Kingsbury will show more of his offensive philosophy. The coordinator revealed very little in the preseason, and the first game will give fans a glimpse of how he wants the unit to succeed. It starts with personnel -- the team will almost certainly major in three-receiver sets, but what will be the primary change-up? Is it sets with two tight ends, as Kingsbury preferred in Arizona, or two running backs, which he experimented with this preseason?
Zach Ertz will debut Sunday -- and we'll see how much juice he has left. The veteran tight end figures to be an important target for Daniels this year but did not play in the preseason and is coming off the fewest catches (27) and yards (187) he has had in 11 seasons as a pro.
"We didn't get to play in preseason, but just the rapport that we built over camp and everything, man, I'm excited to go out there and see it live in the real game," Daniels said.
Will second-round defensive tackle Johnny Newton play his first snaps this week? "He's raring to go," Quinn said. "But ... we're not going to miss a step [in the rehab process] for him, so I'm going to take it all the way through the week and see where he is at."
Daniels talked to San Francisco 49ers rookie Ricky Pearsall, a former teammate at Arizona State, after the wide receiver was shot over the weekend. Pearsall will be sidelined for at least four weeks on the non-football injury list, but the 49ers expect him to make a full recovery.
"I mean, it's just a blessing," Daniels said. "That's one of my brothers. I wouldn't say we grew up together from day one, but we built that connection. We both came to college at 18. Obviously, I don't want to see nobody go through that, so, I told him he's blessed."
The Commanders fired vice president of content Rael Enteen on Thursday morning, a team spokesperson said.
The team moved quickly after O'Keefe Media Group posted a video Wednesday in which Enteen described NFL fans as "high school-educated alcoholics" and said of Commanders players, "a big chunk is very low-income African Americans that comes from a community that is inherently very homophobic."
The video was recorded surreptitiously during what Enteen appeared to believe was a date. Enteen did not respond to The Post on Wednesday when contacted for comment.
O'Keefe Media Group is run by James O'Keefe, who founded and then split ways with Project Veritas, the right-wing organization known for its undercover sting operations.
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Commanders sign offensive lineman Sam Cosmi to four-year extension
The former second-round pick is the first player drafted by the previous regime to get a new deal. The Commanders also suspended a staffer Wednesday for recorded comments.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-09-04

Guard Sam Cosmi signed a four-year extension with the Commanders to keep him under contract through the 2028 season. (John McDonnell/ for The Washington Post)


Days before their season opener, the Washington Commanders announced Wednesday they re-signed one of their offensive stalwarts and biggest impending free agents, guard Sam Cosmi, to a four-year extension that keeps him under contract through the 2028 season.
The extension is worth $74 million and includes more than $45 million in guarantees, a person with knowledge of the terms said. His $18.5 million average annual value over those four years ranks as the fifth-highest among NFL guards.
"For Adam and his staff to get that done prior to the season, that's a big deal," Coach Dan Quinn said. "This guy is a Commander through and through. He's tough, he plays square, he's strong. We're really fortunate that he'll be an anchor inside for years to come."
Cosmi's extension is the first awarded to a player drafted by the previous management regime (2020-23) and ensures he stays in Washington without hitting the open market; he was set to become a free agent in March after his rookie deal expired. He is also the only veteran to receive a deal longer than three years from new general manager Adam Peters, who overhauled much of the roster this offseason with veterans on shorter-term deals.
Cosmi said Peters talked to his agents in February but the sides "didn't get the ball rolling" until three weeks ago.
"I'm happy it's done," Cosmi said. "I just want to focus on beating Tampa Bay and get this out of the back of my head and play free."
A 2021 second-round pick out of Texas, Cosmi arrived in Washington as a right tackle but shifted inside to guard full-time in 2023, where he quickly become a staple of the front five. Because of injuries, performance and contract issues, Washington's offensive line has featured a rotating cast in recent years. This season, Cosmi is one of only a few holdovers from the previous staff, and he has learned to play with multiple newcomers.
"Sam has bought into the vision that DQ and I have had for this team since day one," Peters said in a statement from the team. "He is a pillar of our offensive line and we believe that Sam's best playing days are ahead. Sam is a great leader and teammate and we're excited that he will be a member of our team for years to come."
Cosmi started at right tackle his rookie season but took some snaps at right guard the following year and started all 17 games at the position in 2023, when Ron Rivera was coach. Before last season, Cosmi met with Rivera to try to get a sense of where the former coach wanted him.
"He said, 'Right there, right guard,'" Cosmi recounted. "I said, 'Let's go for it.'"
The team signed tackle Andrew Wylie shortly after and Cosmi used the offseason and training camp to essentially learn a new position. The practices, he said, were paramount.
"I had the mentality of being one of the best guards in the league every time I stepped on the field -- in practice, walk-through and during the game," he said. "That mentality will not change. That mentality will be even more motivation to be one of the best guards in the league. I think, and I'm grateful, they were able to see that."
The Commanders suspended a staff member who was recorded during what he seemingly believed was a date. In the video posted by O'Keefe Media Group, Rael Enteen, the Commanders' vice president of content, described NFL fans as "high school-educated alcoholics" and said of Commanders players, "a big chunk is very low-income African Americans that comes from a community that is inherently very homophobic."
Enteen also described NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell as a "50-million dollar puppet," among other comments to the undercover journalist.
"The language used in the video runs counter to our values at the Commanders organization," a team spokesperson said in statement. "We have suspended the employee pending an internal investigation and will reserve further comment at this time."
Enteen did not respond when contacted for comment.
O'Keefe Media Group is run by James O'Keefe, who founded then split with Project Veritas, the right-wing organization known for its undercover sting operations. His website encourages people to "join the ranks of the OMG Citizen Journalist army" and become an "American Swiper," or undercover journalist. The site sells recording equipment and offers classes on how to discreetly record subjects.
A representative from O'Keefe Media Group said the video of Enteen was recorded in June in D.C.
In the District it is legal to record a conversation if the person recording it is party to the conversation or at least one of the parties involved gives consent.
This story has been updated.
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Experience has shaped Dan Quinn. He's ready for this second chance.
Commanders Coach Dan Quinn embraces evolution -- for his defenses and himself. He has become a collaborative leader through self-reflection.
By Nicki Jhabvala | 2024-09-04

Illustration by David D. Robbins Jr./ The Washington Post and photo by Nick Wass/AP (The Washington Post)


One of the most significant stretches of Dan Quinn's 21-year coaching career was his three-month unemployment. He was fired as head coach of the Atlanta Falcons in October 2020 after an 0-5 start and was out of the league until the Dallas Cowboys named him their defensive coordinator in January 2021.
Quinn never actually put down football in those months. Rather, he delved deeper into it, compiling video clips of his defenses in Atlanta from 2015 to 2020 and from the Seattle Seahawks, for whom he served as defensive coordinator in 2013 and 2014.
"What had once been good was no longer good enough," he said. "... So, coming back for that second lap [in Dallas], I knew I wasn't going to rinse and repeat. What were some things around the league and through college ball that could be different? The system that we put together will be similar to the one here, say, let's collectively put together the Commanders' offense and defense."
Hired by the Commanders in the midst of a franchise-wide overhaul, Quinn has used the past few months to evaluate and experiment. He hired a staff with varied backgrounds and, with General Manager Adam Peters, has turned over the roster to implement his vision in Washington -- his attacking-style defense, tailored to fit his personnel.
The theme of Washington's first offseason under Quinn has been competition -- a word he has used repeatedly throughout training camp. But for him and the Commanders, it's really been about change.
"After I got done with that big cut-up of those eight years and seeing the issues that came up time and again, I studied other teams on how they would play certain things," he said. "I was looking at different styles, different ways to go. It showed that what was once good needed more changing."
During Quinn's two seasons as Seattle's coordinator, the Seahawks led the league in points and total yards allowed, won a pair of NFC championships and defeated the most prolific offense in history by one of the largest margins ever in a Super Bowl. A year after that 43-8 win over the Denver Broncos in Super Bowl XLVIII, Quinn landed his first head coaching job with the Falcons and was back in the Super Bowl two years later -- with much different results.
In Atlanta, Quinn used the same defensive blueprint in his first few years: cover-three, with two cornerbacks and a safety who are each responsible for a third of the defensive backfield. While the group made progress in his early years, the system was built to play with a lead -- a luxury the Falcons didn't always have in Quinn's latter years. The Falcons infamously blew a 28-3 advantage over the New England Patriots in Super Bowl LI, beginning a decline that ended with Quinn's firing less than three years later.
He could only help but wonder: What went wrong? Why was his once-dominant defense continually faltering against certain concepts? Why wasn't it better in four-minute situations? What should he have done better? Differently? More of? Less of?
Quinn set out on a quest for answers and opened up himself to change. What worked before needed to evolve. He needed to evolve.
"The offense and the quarterbacks were moving ahead faster than that scheme would allow," he said. "And so that is why having that space for me, although it sucked and it was depressing and pissed you off, there was this silver lining in that that made me become a better coach."

Dan Quinn has preached competition since taking over as Commanders coach. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


While standing behind a raised desk and scribbling notes, Quinn looks up and ushers a reporter into his office. The second-level suite overlooks the Commanders' practice fields and, like the rest of the team's training facility this year, has undergone a drastic transformation.
Where there used to be an oversized couch is now a black conference table -- "We didn't have a dedicated staff space or, like, a staff room, so I just said, 'Let's do it here,'" Quinn said. The area once consumed by two oversized L-shaped desks is filled with more gathering areas -- a table and four black leather armchairs with Washington's "W" logo stitched in the backs. On the walls are multiple whiteboards, mostly covered with more play calls and hand-drawn plays. And on one wall is an expansive filing cabinet that frames a Commanders mural with Quinn's slogans -- "Hard sh*t with good people" has become a crowd-pleaser -- painted by D.C. artist Shawn Perkins.
"Didn't used to look like this in here," Quinn says with a grin before heading to the leather chairs.
At 53, Quinn has the energy and fervor of a first-time coach -- perhaps because he views this opportunity from the lens of his first time coaching. If he ever got another chance, he told himself, he would do some things differently. Such as not spreading himself too thin to where he can't give every phase of the team the necessary attention. Such as challenging himself with new ideas from assistants with varied expertise. Such as continuing to evolve a defense he ran for nearly eight years to ensure it gets the most out of his personnel in Washington.
"I knew going back into wherever I was going to go next, I wasn't just going to rinse and repeat, like, 'Here's the system; this is how we do it,'" he said. "I had to say, 'This can be better.'"
The changes really started when he arrived in Dallas. Quinn sought out Joe Whitt Jr. and Al Harris, who coached the team's secondary.
"They had played some other styles that I didn't play over the last eight years," Quinn said. "Those included more matching of routes as opposed to pure zones, so after I'd got done with that big cut-up of those eight years, I studied other teams on how they would play certain things."
Whitt, whom Quinn hired as his defensive coordinator in Washington and entrusted to call plays, was instrumental in the evolution of Quinn's defense by introducing more man-match and zone-match coverages that are essentially hybrids of man-to-man and pure zone coverages. They require extraordinary communication on the field, but when played correctly, they can disguise coverages and confuse quarterbacks.
"It's the illusion of diversity, while kind of doing the same stuff and making it simple for the players," said Logan Paulsen, a former Washington tight end who also played for the Falcons when Quinn was their coach. "It was cool for me to see when Dan went to Dallas and this emphasis on moving to a cover-two structure with a little bit more man [coverage] emphasis. ... The creative ways -- it's the same thing that [49ers Coach Kyle Shanahan] does offensively. He's doing it defensively."
In Washington, Quinn wanted a group of coaches who believed in concepts different from what he had traditionally run. He wanted new ideas, a more collaborative effort, which is perhaps why his expansive office has been transformed into a creative meeting space.
"He wants you to think outside of the box," Whitt said. "[In Dallas], we were the number one team in the league for two years in a row in turnovers. You know the first thing he told me? 'Joe, how can we get more turnovers? I want you to research, how do you get more turnovers, because the ball is life.' ... He doesn't want to just say, 'Hey, that's the way we've already done it.'"
During his football furlough, Quinn evaluated himself, too. After Shanahan, the former Atlanta offensive coordinator, left for San Francisco, the Falcons struggled to find their footing. Even the defense fell off from the top third of the league to the bottom, prompting Quinn to take over play-calling in 2019.
After he was let go, he asked players for feedback.
"Dan reached out to me after I retired and after he was fired in Atlanta and basically was like, 'What could I have done better?'" said Paulsen, now a part of Washington's game-day broadcast team.
Asked if he ever had a coach do that before, Paulsen responded: "No. Never."

Quinn, shown in 2017, chats with then-Seahawks coach Pete Carroll. The two had great success working together in Seattle. (AP Photo/David Goldman, File)


Quinn's defense, while evolved, is rooted in principles of his past. Quinn was a defensive quality control coach and later the defensive line coach in San Francisco when Bill Walsh was a consultant for the team. Walsh, Quinn recalled, was always curious about the unique traits of players, beyond the traditional bounds of their positions.
"Pete [Carroll] was really influential for me in that space," Quinn said. "I would say the things that were markers are [players who are] tough as hell, good tacklers and ballhawks."
When Quinn arrived in Washington, he asked Peters and his staff to make cut-ups of every player on the roster to evaluate what he did in recent years and determine what he could do in the future. They created profile tapes and presented them to the scouts and coaches so all understood the skill sets they sought for every position.
"We had talked through scheme, and we had talked through ideas and beliefs," assistant GM Lance Newmark said. "This was a little bit more substantial in terms of video. [They] demonstrated things that they were looking for, very open communication with the coaches and scouts. It was very thorough -- probably more so than anything I've ever been through prior."
The tapes are designed for more efficient scouting and evaluation but also to help Quinn and his staff get the most out of players.
This offseason, Quinn watched every one of Jamin Davis's blitzes. He came away believing the 2021 first-round pick, who has struggled for Washington at inside linebacker, would be better suited as the "elephant" or "Leo," a position played by former 49ers and Hall of Famers Fred Dean, Charles Haley and Rickey Jackson, as well as former Seahawks Pro Bowler Cliff Avril.
Davis has rare speed and athleticism, and playing off the ball detracted from both traits. So Quinn has been lining him up on the weak side and letting him get after the quarterback.
Quinn's desired traits for some positions have changed as the game has changed and as different levels of athletes enter the league.
Former Seattle linebacker K.J. Wright noted how Quinn deployed Cowboys superstar linebacker Micah Parsons in various ways and how he accentuated cornerback Da'Ron Bland, who set an NFL record with five interception returns for touchdowns last season.
"Micah Parsons would play left, right, right up the middle," Wright said. "... [Quinn] mixes and matches it up according to his personnel, according to the guys he has on defense."
Quinn typically prefers longer cornerbacks, but now he sees versatility as a more important trait. It's why Washington covets rookie defensive back Mike Sainristil, who can play in the slot as the nickel defender, move outside to cornerback and blitz. Having interchangeable parts to help disguise the defense pre- and post-snap is invaluable.
Still, one of Quinn's specialties, according to those who have played for him, is simply letting a player do what he does best.
"I was an off-ball linebacker. I could cover tight ends, but I wasn't the greatest blitzer, so [Quinn] didn't blitz me hardly ever. But he had me in coverage a lot," Wright said before describing how Quinn got the most of the Seahawks' other top defenders during the team's impressive run. "... And you look at how he uses Bobby [Wagner]. He blitzed Bobby up the middle; he'll use stunt games with Bobby. And with Richard Sherman: 'Hey, this is one of the best corners in the league -- let's let him be the best corner.'"
Sherman said in a 2019 interview with ESPN: "[Quinn] trusts his players. He trusts their judgment. He puts them in position to be successful. He plays to your strengths."
But perhaps the real strength of Quinn's coaching is his own willingness to change and his ability to self-reflect.
After every stage of the season, be it the hiring process for his staff, the NFL draft or free agency, Quinn compiles what he calls "after actions," written self-evaluations he saves for future reference. He has years' worth of "after actions" saved, probably in that expansive filing cabinet near the Commanders mural.
"I did the same thing over the last few days of a training camp," he said. "What were the markers that I wanted to see? Did we meet those? ... So, before I'm able to clear my head and look forward, I do have to look back and find out what I liked, what went well and what I'd like to see different."
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