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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris boards Air Force Two at LaGuardia Airport in East Elmhurst, N.Y., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump visits the Shanksville Volunteer Fire Company in Shanksville, Pa., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump are making a beeline for swing states that they hope to flip in their favor this year, both of them trying to expand their narrow paths to victory in a closely fought presidential campaign. 
Harris has her sights set on North Carolina, where she scheduled rallies in Charlotte and Greensboro on Thursday, her first political events after she buoyed supporters with her performance in Tuesday's debate. Her team is working to turn key moments from the debate into new television and digital advertising, and promising more travel in battleground states. 
Trump is heading west to Tucson, Arizona, as he looks to stabilize his campaign, which continues to struggle to recalibrate nearly two months after Harris replaced President Joe Biden at the top of the Democratic ticket. Although Harris' team said she's willing to do another debate, the Republican candidate has waffled. 

    


"Are we going to do a rematch?" Trump said Wednesday. "I just don't know."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The candidates are barnstorming one day after they marked the anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, a somber occasion that provided little respite from partisan politics in a high-speed campaign season. 




At a fire station in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, close to where United Airlines Flight 93 crashed after passengers fought back against their hijackers, Trump posed for photos with children who wore campaign shirts. One of the shirts proclaimed former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Biden and Harris were "dumb and dumber and dumbest."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden and Harris visited the same fire station earlier in the day. Someone there offered Biden a red-white-and-blue baseball hat that said "Trump 2024," and suggested the president put it on to demonstrate his commitment to bipartisan unity. Biden briefly put it on and flashed a wide grin.

    


Only a handful of battleground states will decide the outcome of the election.
Democrats haven't won North Carolina's electoral votes since 2008, when President Barack Obama was elected for the first time. However, Trump's 2020 margin of victory of 1.3 percentage points was his narrowest win of any state that year, and Democrats hope that North Carolina's growing and diversifying population will give them an edge this time. 
Harris's campaign said Thursday's trip would be her ninth to the state this year, and recent polls show a tight race. More than two dozen combined campaign offices -- supporting Harris and the rest of the party's candidates -- have been opened, and popular Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper is one of her top surrogates.
Republicans have been confident about Trump's chances in the state, and the former president held rallies there in August.
Registered independents -- known in North Carolina as unaffiliated -- are the state's largest voting bloc and are usually key to determining outcomes in statewide elections. A state Supreme Court ruling this week affirming that Robert F. Kennedy Jr. must be removed from North Carolina ballots could bring additional votes Trump's way given Kennedy's endorsement.

    


The state's Republican Party has dismissed concerns that a poor showing by its gubernatorial nominee, Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, could harm the electoral chances of other party candidates, including Trump.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Democratic nominee Josh Stein and his allies have hammered Robinson for months on the airwaves and social media for his past harsh comments on abortion and LGBTQ+ rights. Stein, the state attorney general, had a lead over Robinson in several recent polls of North Carolina voters.
Arizona is another state where the presidential race could be shaped, at least in part, by down-ballot races. Kari Lake, a prominent Republican election denier who lost her campaign for governor in 2020, is running for the U.S. Senate seat that's being vacated by Kyrsten Sinema.
Lake exemplifies the rightward shift of the state party in the Trump era. She's opposed by Democratic Rep. Ruben Gallego, who was leading in several recent polls, although the race was close in another.

    


Republicans have won Arizona in nearly every presidential election since World War II, but Biden eked out a narrow victory in 2020. 
The rise of Arizona Democrats has been driven by the arrival of transplants from blue states and a political realignment that has seen suburban voters -- particularly college-educated women -- shift away from Republicans. 
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Harris' running mate, held a rally in the state on Tuesday ahead of the debate, and the Democratic ticket campaigned together there last month. 
Republicans still outnumber Democrats in Arizona, but one-third of voters are independent. Ohio Sen. JD Vance, Trump's running mate, appeared last week in a heavily Republican area of metro Phoenix with Charlie Kirk, the founder of an influential conservative youth group.

    


Trump was last in Arizona two weeks ago for a news conference along the U.S.-Mexico border, where he drove one of his most effective attacks on Harris over the number of people crossing the border to seek asylum, followed by a rally at a former hockey arena in the Phoenix area.
Both candidates will stay on the road in the coming days. Trump will head to Los Angeles on Thursday night for a fundraiser, then plans to speak to the media on Friday morning before raising more money in the Bay Area and continuing on to Las Vegas for another rally. 
Meanwhile, Harris is going to Johnstown and Wilkes-Barre in Pennsylvania on Friday.
___
Cooper reported from Phoenix and Robertson from Raleigh, North Carolina.
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            In Bucks County, a critical area in a critical swing state, the debate is producing a lot of hard thinking about what to do in November. (AP Video: Tassanee Vejpongsa)
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            Christine Desumma, of Bristol, Pa., pauses while speaking during an interview, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Bristol, Pa. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        BRISTOL, Pa. (AP) -- The presidential debate this week was the final affront to Rosie Torres' lifelong Republicanism. She said her allegiance to Donald Trump, already strained by his stand on abortion, snapped in the former president's "eye opener" encounter with Kamala Harris.
It's time to put "country before party," Torres, 60, said Wednesday in Bristol, a riverfront town in suburban Philadelphia. Trump left her frustrated after his appearance recently at Arlington National Cemetery when a member of his staff pushed a cemetery official, she said. 
"I still was willing to vote for Donald Trump," Torres said. "But you know, I think that what he did at the cemetery for the veterans -- that was very disrespectful. I feel like our country is being disrespected."
In Bucks County, a critical area in a vital swing state, the debate is producing a lot of hard thinking about what to do in November. Millions of Americans elsewhere have made up their minds but in purple Pennsylvania, plenty of voting choices are still in play.

    


In interviews in Bristol and Langhorne, another longtime Republican came away from the debate intrigued but not sold on Harris, a young first-time voter is going for Trump, and a Democrat is still trying to shake the image in his head of people eating pets after Trump's "moronic" talking point on that subject Tuesday night.




A closer look at what voters in a key part of the country are thinking after what could be the only presidential debate:
She's still shopping

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There's Mary Nolan, 70, of Bensalem, a registered Republican for 50 years who voted for Hillary Clinton in 2016 and Trump in 2020. She has more thinking to do after a debate in which Harris both impressed and frustrated her.
"I wasn't happy with Biden-Trump," she said of the options before President Joe Biden abandoned his reelection campaign. "I didn't feel we had any good choices. And I'm still not sure we do. We might. But I still want to see more about Kamala Harris."

    


She said she and her husband, who's registered as a Democrat, split their party registrations so they could have a say as a family in primary elections. Immigration, the economy (she said she had just paid $6 for a pound of butter) and the infrastructure bill that Biden signed into law were her top issues. 
"I like that Kamala Harris does say I am going to be the president for everyone," Nolan said. "I don't think our politicians say that often."
She figures she'll make her voting decision by the end of October, just days before the election. Meantime, she's aggressive about collecting information. 
"I take different opinions from all over. I don't do any blogs. It's simply news. Different interest groups like AARP."
Her political ideology? "I think the world is changing fast, and I'm still in my values from 1960," Nolan said. 
What values?
"Family, home, morals. You know, our kids don't have the upbringing that you did or I did because the streets are different now. I think if someone would say, you know, this is what I'm going to do to improve life in the United States, I definitely would vote for them." 

    


She said she thought Harris had a good debate, but dodged some things. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"I did not like that she avoided questions. She talked around them when they asked her direct questions about abortion. There was one about abortion. There was another about immigration. And there were a couple that said, hey, you've been here three and a half years, but you haven't done those things that you're saying are so important. Why not? She ran off into her talking points and never gave a direct answer." 
But Harris gave her a good impression. Trump did not.
 "I think yesterday, definitely Kamala Harris presented herself very well. She's dignified. ... She would be a good representative of our country."
Trump? "I think his policies are good. I just want a more stable, dignified president." She wants "someone that doesn't yell and scream and call people names." 
This Democrat saw history unfold
Terry Culleton, 68, of Langhorne, Pennsylvania, is a retired high school English literature teacher and was reading "Autocracy, Inc." by Anne Applebaum at a cafe Wednesday morning. His support for labor, then for civil rights and human rights, made him a Democrat.

    


He thought Harris held her own against Trump and articulated her plans well. 
But what really stuck with him was Trump's false comments about immigrants in Ohio eating pets. 
"So moronic a thing to say and to repeat that I just can't get it out of my head that somebody would go on national TV and state that," he said. 
He said he got a sense of history unfolding watching the debate last night. 
"I think it's democracy versus something close to totalitarianism. I think it's a matter of supporting democratic governments as opposed to supporting the kind of governments that (Russian President Vladimir) Putin is trying to export, which Trump has no problem with, as far as I can tell." 

    


Inflation led her to Trump
Kelli Surline of Langhorne was at a cafe with her fiance and young daughter who wore an Eagles kelly green T-shirt. She described herself as politically unengaged until the pinch of higher prices got to her. She didn't watch the debate, in part, because she's made up her mind. 
"I'm 28 years old and I've never seen the country this bad ever," she said. "So I made the choice to get my voter's registration, and I'm definitely voting for Trump."
She talked about how difficult it has been to get ahead. 
"We wanted to get a place together," Surline said, motioning to Geoffrey Trush, 40, her fiance. "We're not able to do that." Instead, she's living with her mom. Unaffordable prices make it "a struggle every week."
He was once a Democrat
Ron Soto, 86, of Levittown, Pennsylvania, is a longtime Trump supporter and retired tractor-trailer driver and Army veteran who left the Democratic Party in the 1990s for the GOP after coming to realize he disagreed with Bill and Hillary Clinton's positions.
He said he tuned into the debate Tuesday, his hound dog, Sam, by his side, after watching the Phillies game.
Illegal immigration is a major issue for him and Harris didn't win him over.
"The biggest issue is I don't like her, and I don't like Joe Biden." 
Saying he served in the Army from 1955 to 1963, Soto asked: "What the hell did I stick my neck out for? Why? So you can give it away? The Democrats can open the gates, the floodgates, and tell the whole world. You're welcome. Come on in." He added: "These people have ruined this country."
She had her fill of politics
Christine Desumma, 50, a former Trump voter and the owner of a salon on Bristol's quaint shop-lined street, expressed frustration with both parties and said she won't be voting at all in November. She said her taxes were lower when Trump was in office and recalled the sting of COVID-19 shutdowns. 
She got fed up, particularly with social media and Facebook. Online debates, she said, were driving a wedge within her own family, and she's washing her hands of it. 
"I just made the decision that I'm not going to vote and I don't want to hear it," she said. "Now I choose to not watch, not pay attention." She's found another pursuit.
"I'm studying yoga," she said. "I got myself back."
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            Hundreds of people turned out at a beach in Seattle for an evening vigil remembering Aysenur Eygi, the 26-year-old human rights activist from Seattle killed by the Israeli military during a protest in the occupied West Bank last week.
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            A photo is placed among flowers in memory of the death of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi at vigil on Alki Beach, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Sue Han, facing, is hugged after speaking of her friend, the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. Left is another friend Yoseph Ghazal, who also spoke. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            FILE - This undated family photo provided by the International Solidarity Movement on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, shows Aysenur Ezgi Eygi of Seattle. (Courtesy of the Eygi family/International Solidarity Movement via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 14 | 
            Attendees gather for a vigil on Alki Beach for the death of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Attendees listen to speakers during a vigil on Alki Beach for the death of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Zho Ragen, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Sue Han, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Yoseph Gazal, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            A Palestinian flag flutters in the breeze during a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Kelsie Nabass, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Ezgi is spelled in candles on the sand during a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Attendees bow during a silent prayer at a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Palestinian flags are seen during a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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        Hundreds gather on a Seattle beach to remember an American activist killed by the Israeli military
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                                    Hundreds of people turned out at a beach in Seattle for an evening vigil remembering Aysenur Eygi, the 26-year-old human rights activist from Seattle killed by the Israeli military during a protest in the occupied West Bank last week.
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            A photo is placed among flowers in memory of the death of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi at vigil on Alki Beach, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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                                    A photo is placed among flowers in memory of the death of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi at vigil on Alki Beach, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Sue Han, facing, is hugged after speaking of her friend, the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. Left is another friend Yoseph Ghazal, who also spoke. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 14

                                    
                                    Sue Han, facing, is hugged after speaking of her friend, the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. Left is another friend Yoseph Ghazal, who also spoke. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            FILE - This undated family photo provided by the International Solidarity Movement on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, shows Aysenur Ezgi Eygi of Seattle. (Courtesy of the Eygi family/International Solidarity Movement via AP, File)
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                                    FILE - This undated family photo provided by the International Solidarity Movement on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, shows Aysenur Ezgi Eygi of Seattle. (Courtesy of the Eygi family/International Solidarity Movement via AP, File)
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            Attendees gather for a vigil on Alki Beach for the death of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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                                    Attendees gather for a vigil on Alki Beach for the death of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Attendees listen to speakers during a vigil on Alki Beach for the death of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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                                    Attendees listen to speakers during a vigil on Alki Beach for the death of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Zho Ragen, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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                                    Zho Ragen, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 14 | 
            Sue Han, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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                                    Sue Han, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Yoseph Gazal, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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                                    Yoseph Gazal, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. Eygi grew up in Seattle, attended Seattle Public Schools and graduated from the University of Washington. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            A Palestinian flag flutters in the breeze during a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Kelsie Nabass, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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                                    Kelsie Nabass, a friend of the 26-year old Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, killed recently in the occupied West Bank, during vigil on Alki Beach, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Ezgi is spelled in candles on the sand during a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Attendees bow during a silent prayer at a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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                                    Attendees bow during a silent prayer at a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Palestinian flags are seen during a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- For her 26th birthday in July, human rights activist Aysenur Ezgi Eygi gathered friends for a bonfire at one of her favorite places, a sandy beach in Seattle where green-and-white ferries cruise across the dark, flat water and osprey fish overhead.
On Wednesday night, hundreds of people traveled to the same beach in grief, love and anger to mourn her. Eygi was shot and killed by Israeli soldiers last Friday in the occupied West Bank, where she had gone to protest and bear witness to Palestinian suffering.
"I can't imagine what she felt like in her last moments, lying alone under the olive trees," one of her friends, Kelsie Nabass, told the crowd at the vigil. "What did she think of? And did she know all of us would show up here tonight, for her?"
Eygi, who also held Turkish citizenship, was killed while demonstrating against settlements in the West Bank. A witness who was there, Israeli protester Jonathan Pollak, said she posed no threat to Israeli forces and that the shooting came during a moment of calm, following clashes between stone-throwing protesters and Israeli troops firing tear gas and bullets.

    


The Israeli military said Eygi was likely shot "indirectly and unintentionally" by its soldiers, drawing criticism from American officials, including President Joe Biden, who said he was "outraged and deeply saddened" her killing.




"There must be full accountability," Biden said in a statement released Wednesday. "And Israel must do more to ensure that incidents like this never happen again."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The deaths of American citizens in the West Bank have drawn international attention, such as the fatal shooting of a prominent Palestinian American journalist, Shireen Abu Akleh, in 2022 in the Jenin refugee camp. The deaths of Palestinians who do not have dual nationality rarely receive the same scrutiny.
Eygi's family has demanded an independent investigation.

    


On Thursday, Turkey's justice minister said his country is investigating Eygi's death. Turkish Justice Minister Yilmaz Tunc said the Ankara chief prosecutor's office was leading the Turkish probe. Tunc said Turkey would present its findings to a U.N. court overseeing a genocide case against Israel filed by South Africa over the war in Gaza.
"We will take every judicial step for our martyred daughter, Aysenur," Tunc said.
As the sun set Wednesday, turning the sky on the horizon a pale orange, friends recalled Eygi as open, engaging, funny and devoted. The crowd spilled beyond a large rectangle of small black, red, green and white Palestinian flags staked in the sand to mark the venue for the vigil.
Many attendees wore traditional checked scarves -- keffiyehs -- in support of the Palestinian cause and carried photographs of Eygi in her graduation cap. They laid roses, sunflowers or carnations at a memorial where battery-operated candles spelled out her name in the sand.
Several described becoming fast friends with her last spring during the occupied "Liberated Zone" protest against the Israel-Hamas war at the University of Washington. Yoseph Ghazal said she introduced herself as "Baklava," a name she sometimes used on messaging apps, reflective of her love of the sweet Mediterranean dessert.

    


Eygi, who attended Seattle schools and graduated from the University of Washington with a degree in psychology this year, helped negotiate with the administration on behalf of the protesters at the encampment, which was part of a broader campus movement against the Gaza war.
"She felt so strongly and loved humanity, loved people, loved life so much that she just wanted to help as many as she could," Juliette Majid, 26, now a doctoral student at North Carolina State University, said in an interview. "She had such a drive for justice."
Eygi's uncle told a Turkish television station that she had kept her trip a secret from at least some of her family, blocking relatives from her social media posts. Turkish officials have said they are working to repatriate her body for burial, per the family's wishes.

    


Turkey's foreign ministry says all measures related to bringing the body of Eygi, "who was "intentionally" killed by Israeli soldiers, to Turkey have been completed and she is expected to arrive on Friday. She will be buried in Turkey. It said the case is being followed by the Turkish embassy in Tel Aviv and consulate in Jerusalem.
Sue Han, a 26-year-old law student at the University of Washington, only knew Eygi for a few months after meeting her at the university encampment, but they quickly became close, laughing and blasting music in Eygi's beat-up green Subaru. Eygi would pick Han up at the airport after her travels. Most recently, Eygi greeted her with a plastic baggie full of sliced apples and perfectly ripe strawberries.
Han saw Eygi before she left. Eygi was feeling scared and selfish for leaving her loved ones to go to the West Bank with the activist group International Solidarity Movement; Han said she couldn't imagine anyone more selfless.

    


Eygi loved to connect people, bringing disparate friends together for coffee to see how they mixed, Han said. The same was true when she would bring people together on the beach, and it was true of the vigil, too.
"I was looking around at everybody sharing stories about Aysenur, sharing tears and hugs, and this is exactly what she would have wanted," Han said. "These new relationships all sharing Aysenur as the starting seed -- it's the legacy she would have wanted."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-american-activist-killed-west-bank-9fbdfbc17df5e7bc27c2f14da17cc6e4
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Tech billionaire pulls off first private spacewalk high above Earth

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A billionaire kicked off the first private spacewalk Thursday, teaming up with SpaceX on the daring endeavor hundreds of miles above Earth. Tech entrepreneur Jared Isaacman and his crew waited until their capsule was depressurized before popping open the hatch. Isaacman was to be the first one out, aiming to join a small elite group of spacewalkers who until now had included only professional astronauts from a dozen countries.
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- A tech billionaire popped out from a SpaceX capsule hundreds of miles above Earth and performed the first private spacewalk Thursday, a high-risk endeavor once reserved for professional astronauts.
Tech entrepreneur Jared Isaacman teamed up with SpaceX to test the company's brand new spacesuits on his chartered flight. The daring feat also saw SpaceX engineer Sarah Gillis going out once Isaacman was safely back inside.
This spacewalk was simple and quick -- the hatch was open barely a half hour -- compared with the drawn-out affairs conducted by NASA. Astronauts at the International Space Station often need to move across the sprawling complex for repairs, always traveling in pairs and lugging gear. Station spacewalks can last seven to eight hours; this one clocked in at less than two hours.
Isaacman emerged first, joining a small elite group of spacewalkers who until now had included only professional astronauts from a dozen countries. 

    


"Back at home, we all have a lot of work to do. But from here, it sure looks like a perfect world," Isaacman said as the capsule soared above the South Pacific. Cameras on board caught his silhouette, waist high at the hatch, with the blue Earth beneath.




The commercial spacewalk was the main focus of the five-day flight financed by Isaacman and Elon Musk's company, and the culmination of years of development geared toward settling Mars and other planets.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

All four on board donned the new spacewalking suits to protect themselves from the harsh vacuum. They launched on Tuesday from Florida, rocketing farther from Earth than anyone since NASA's moonwalkers. The orbit was reduced by half -- to 460 miles (740 kilometers) -- for the spacewalk.
This first spacewalking test involved more stretching than walking. Isaacman kept a hand or foot attached to the capsule the whole time as he flexed his arms and legs to see how the spacesuit held up. The hatch sported a walker-like structure for extra support.

    


After roughly 10 minutes outside, Isaacman was replaced by SpaceX engineer Sarah Gillis to go through the same motions. Gillis bobbed up and down in weightlessness, no higher than her knees out of the capsule, as she twisted her arms and sent reports back to Mission Control.
Each had 12-foot (3.6-meter) tethers but did not unfurl them or dangle at the end unlike what happens at the space station, where astronauts routinely float out at a much lower orbit.
More and more wealthy passengers are plunking down huge sums for rides aboard private rockets to experience a few minutes of weightlessness. Other have spent tens of millions to stay in space for days or even weeks. Space experts and risk analysts say it's inevitable that some will seek the thrill of spacewalking, deemed one of the most dangerous parts of spaceflight after launch and reentry but also the most soul-stirring. 
This operation was planned down to the minute with little room for error. Trying out new spacesuits from a spacecraft new to spacewalking added to the risk. So did the fact that the entire capsule was exposed to the vacuum of space.

    


There were a few glitches. Isaacman had to manually pull the hatch open instead of pushing a button on board. Before heading out, Gillis reported seeing bulges in the hatch seal. 
Scott "Kidd" Poteet, a former Air Force Thunderbird pilot, and SpaceX engineer Anna Menon stayed strapped to their seats to monitor from inside. All four underwent intensive training before the trip. 
It went by "in the blink of an eye," said SpaceX commentator Kate Tice. 
Congratulations streamed in after the spacewalk concluded at one hour and 46 minutes -- or a full swing and then some around Earth.
"Today's success represents a giant leap forward for the commercial space industry," NASA Administrator Bill Nelson said via X.
Isaacman, 41, CEO and founder of the Shift4 credit card-processing company, has declined to disclose how much he invested in the flight. It was the first of three flights in a program he's dubbed Polaris; this one was called Polaris Dawn. For SpaceX's inaugural private flight in 2021, he took up contest winners and a cancer survivor. 

    


Until Thursday, only 263 people had conducted a spacewalk, representing 12 countries. The Soviet Union's Alexei Leonov kicked it off in 1965, followed a few months later by NASA's Ed White.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/spacex-spacewalk-private-polaris-dawn-87d4c78853f0249baf29631bedfac749



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    USPS debuts long-awaited new mail truck | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



USPS' long-awaited new mail truck makes its debut to rave reviews from carriers

    USPS' long-awaited new mail truck makes its debut to rave reviews from carriers

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 9 | 
            The US Postal Service is rolling out thousands of new vehicles to replace some that have been in service more than three decades. (AP Video: Ron Harris)
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            The U.S. Postal Service's next-generation delivery vehicle is displayed at the Kokomo Sorting and Delivery Center in Kokomo, Ind., Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            The U.S. Postal Service's next-generation delivery vehicle, left, is displayed as one new battery electric delivery trucks leaves the Kokomo Sorting and Delivery Center in Kokomo, Ind., Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            New mail delivery vehicles are charged at a post office in Athens, Ga., Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ron Harris)
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            U.S. Postal Service delivery driver Avis Stonum stands in the work lot of a postal facility in Athens, Ga., Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ron Harris)
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            U.S. Postal Service delivery driver Richard Burton stands in the work lot of a postal facility in Athens, Ga., Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ron Harris)
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            Mail delivery vehicles are seen at a post office in Athens, Ga., Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ron Harris)
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            U.S. Postal Service delivery driver Avis Stonum maneuvers one the the newest fleet vehicles through the work lot of a postal facility in Athens, Ga., Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Ron Harris)
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            Patrick Ecker, executive manager of fleet services for the U.S. Postal Service, stands in front of a new mail delivery truck on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Athens, Ga. (AP Photo/Ron Harris)
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                                        ATHENS, Ga. (AP) -- The Postal Service's new delivery vehicles aren't going to win a beauty contest. They're tall and ungainly. The windshields are vast. Their hoods resemble a duck bill. Their bumpers are enormous. 
"You can tell that (the designers) didn't have appearance in mind," postal worker Avis Stonum said. 
Odd appearance aside, the first handful of Next Generation Delivery Vehicles that rolled onto postal routes in August in Athens, Georgia, are getting rave reviews from letter carriers accustomed to cantankerous older vehicles that lack modern safety features and are prone to breaking down -- and even catching fire. 
Within a few years, the fleet will have expanded to 60,000, most of them electric models, serving as the Postal Service's primary delivery truck from Maine to Hawaii. 
Once fully deployed, they'll represent one of the most visible signs of the agency's 10-year, $40 billion transformation led by Postmaster General Louis DeJoy, who's also renovating aging facilities, overhauling the processing and transportation network, and instituting other changes. 

    


The current postal vehicles -- the Grumman Long Life Vehicle, dating to 1987 -- have made good on their name, outlasting their projected 25-year lifespan. But they're well overdue for replacement. 




Noisy and fuel-inefficient (9 mpg), the Grummans are costly to maintain. They're scalding hot in the summer, with only an old-school electric fan to circulate air. They have mirrors mounted on them that -- when perfectly aligned -- allow the driver to see around the vehicle, but the mirrors constantly get knocked out of alignment. Alarmingly, nearly 100 of the vehicles caught fire last year, imperiling carriers and mail alike. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new trucks are being built with comfort, safety and utility in mind by Oshkosh Defense in South Carolina. 
Even tall postal carriers can stand up without bonking their heads and walk from front to back to retrieve packages. For safety, the vehicles have airbags, 360-degree cameras, blind-spot monitoring, collision sensors and anti-lock brakes -- all of which are missing on the Grummans. 

    


The new trucks also feature something common in most cars for more than six decades: air conditioning. And that's key for drivers in the Deep South, the desert Southwest and other areas with scorching summers. 
"I promise you, it felt like heaven blowing in my face," Stonum said of her first experience working in an air-conditioned truck. 
Richard Burton, another driver, said he appreciates the larger payload area, which can accommodate bigger packages, and the fact that he doesn't have to crouch, helping him avoid back pain. The old trucks also had a habit of breaking down in traffic, he added. 
Brian Renfroe, president of the National Letter Carriers Association, said union members are enthusiastic about the new vehicles, just as they were when the Grummans marked a leap forward from the previous old-school Jeeps. He credited DeJoy with bringing a sense of urgency to get them into production. 
"We're excited now to be at the point where they're starting to hit the streets," Renfroe said. 

    


The process got off to a rocky start. 
Environmentalists were outraged when DeJoy announced that 90% of the next-gen vehicles in the first order would be gas-powered. Lawsuits were filed demanding that the Postal Service further electrify its fleet of more than 200,000 vehicles to reduce tailpipe emissions. 
"Everybody went nuts," DeJoy said. 
The problem, Dejoy said, wasn't that he didn't want electric vehicles. Rather, the expense of the vehicles, compounded by the costs of installing thousands of charging stations and upgrading electrical service, made them unaffordable at a time when the agency was reporting big operating deficits every quarter.
He found a way to further boost the number of electric vehicles when he met with President Joe Biden's top environmental adviser, John Podesta. That led to a deal in which the government provided $3 billion to the Postal Service, with part of it earmarked for electric charging stations.

    


In December 2022, DeJoy announced that the Postal Service was buying 106,000 vehicles through 2028. That included 60,000 next-gen vehicles, 45,000 of them electric models, along with 21,000 other electric vehicles. He pledged to go all-electric for new purchases starting in 2026.
"With the climate crisis at our doorsteps, electrifying the U.S. government's largest fleet will deliver the progress we've been waiting for," said Katherine Garcia of the Sierra Club, which sued the Postal Service before its decision to boost the volume of electric vehicle purchases. 
Between the electric vehicles, reduced tailpipe emissions from optimized mail routes and other changes, the agency anticipates cutting carbon emissions by 40% by 2030, DeJoy said. The route revisions will also save money. 

    


This summer the Postal Service's environmental battles came full circle as the White House honored it with a Presidential Federal Sustainability Award, marking the end of "an interesting journey," DeJoy said. 
The honor signifies the agency's ability to work through complex problems -- be they operational, financial, technical, political or of a public policy nature, he said. 
"It comes from forging forward," he said. "Keep moving."
___
Sharp reported from Portland, Maine.
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            FILE - Harvey Weinstein appears in Manhattan Criminal Court, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, Pool, file)
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            FILE -- Harvey Weinstein appears for a pretrial hearing in Manhattan criminal court, July 19, 2024, in New York. (Adam Gray/Pool Photo via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Harvey Weinstein indicted on additional sex crimes charges ahead of New York retrial

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            FILE - Harvey Weinstein appears in Manhattan Criminal Court, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, Pool, file)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - Harvey Weinstein appears in Manhattan Criminal Court, May 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, Pool, file)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE -- Harvey Weinstein appears for a pretrial hearing in Manhattan criminal court, July 19, 2024, in New York. (Adam Gray/Pool Photo via AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE -- Harvey Weinstein appears for a pretrial hearing in Manhattan criminal court, July 19, 2024, in New York. (Adam Gray/Pool Photo via AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MICHAEL R. SISAK

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Disgraced ex-movie mogul Harvey Weinstein has been indicted on additional sex crimes charges in New York ahead of a retrial in his landmark #MeToo case, Manhattan prosecutors said at a court hearing Thursday.
The indictment will remain under seal until Weinstein is arraigned on the new charges, which could happen as early as Sept. 18. Assistant District Attorney Nicole Blumberg disclosed in court that the indictment charges "Mr. Weinstein with additional crimes" and that multiple accusers are prepared to testify against him.
Weinstein, 72, is recovering from emergency heart surgery Monday at a Manhattan hospital to remove fluid on his heart and lungs and was not at Thursday's hearing.
Prosecutors retrying Weinstein's overturned rape conviction disclosed last week that they had begun presenting to a grand jury evidence of up to three additional allegations against Weinstein, dating as far back as the mid-2000s.

    


They include alleged sexual assaults at the Tribeca Grand Hotel, now known as the Roxy Hotel, and in a Lower Manhattan residential building between late 2005 and mid-2006, and an alleged sexual assault at a Tribeca hotel in May 2016.




Because the indictment is under seal, it was not known whether the new charges involved some or all of the additional allegations.
"We don't know anything," Weinstein's lawyer, Arthur Aidala, said outside court. "We don't know what the exact accusations are, the exact locations are, what the timing is."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In April, New York's highest court overturned Weinstein's 2020 conviction on rape and sexual assault charges involving two women and ordered a new trial. Weinstein's retrial is tentatively scheduled to begin Nov. 12.
Prosecutors said they would seek to combine any new charges with ones previously brought against Weinstein so that they could be tried together. Weinstein's lawyers oppose that, arguing that prosecutors were seeking to bolster their original case with additional charges involving other accusers.

    


Aidala said Weinstein's defense team won't be ready to go to trial in November on the new charges. By law, he said, they'll have 45 days to file court papers challenging the prosecution's request to try the original and new indictments at the same time, pushing the fight into the weeks before a possible trial.
Weinstein's new charges come after prosecutors in Britain announced last week that they would no longer pursue charges of indecent assault against Weinstein, who was the most prominent villain of the #MeToo movement in 2017 when women began going public with accounts of his behavior.
Weinstein, who co-founded the film and television production companies Miramax and The Weinstein Company, has long maintained that any sexual activity was consensual.
Also Thursday, Judge Curtis Farber granted a defense request to have the ailing Weinstein remain at Bellevue Hospital indefinitely instead of being moved back to the infirmary ward at New York City's Rikers Island jail complex. Farber also ordered Weinstein's attending physician at Rikers Island to testify at a closed-door hearing about the ex-studio boss' health issues.

    


Weinstein's surgery Monday came after his third trip to Bellevue Hospital to have fluid drained, Farber said. He has a variety of maladies requiring medication and treatment that causes him to retain water in his arms, legs, abdomen and around his heart, and he needs constant monitoring to ensure the buildup of fluids isn't deadly, the judge said.
"If Mr. Weinstein dies because no one has taken the authority to stop what may be the death of Mr. Weinstein because of this back-and-forth transfer from one institution to another, it would be a miscarriage of justice to say the least," Weinstein's lawyer Barry Kamins told Farber. "It would be a travesty of justice."
Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg's office had signaled for months that new charges were imminent against Weinstein, who was once one of the most powerful people in Hollywood, having produced films such as "Pulp Fiction" and "The Crying Game."

    


In July, prosecutors told a judge they were actively pursuing claims of rape that occurred in Manhattan within the statute of limitations. They said some potential accusers who were not ready to come forward during Weinstein's first New York trial had indicated they were now willing to testify.
In vacating Weinstein's conviction, New York's Court of Appeals ruled that the trial judge, James M. Burke, unfairly allowed testimony against him based on allegations from other women that were not part of the case. Burke is no longer on the bench.
Prosecutors have said one of the accusers in that case, Jessica Mann, is prepared to testify against him again. It's unclear if the second accuser, Mimi Haley, would participate. Her lawyer, Gloria Allred, declined to comment.

    


The Associated Press does not generally identify people alleging sexual assault unless they consent to be named, as Haley and Mann did.
Weinstein, who had been serving a 23-year sentence in New York when his conviction was quashed, was convicted in Los Angeles in 2022 of another rape.
His 16-year prison sentence in that case still stands, but his lawyers appealed in June, arguing he did not get a fair trial in Los Angeles. Weinstein has remained in custody in New York's Rikers Island jail complex while awaiting the retrial.
___
Associated Press reporter Philip Marcelo contributed to this report.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- New York City Police Commissioner Edward Caban resigned Thursday, one week after it emerged that his phone was seized as part of a federal investigation that touched several members of Mayor Eric Adams' inner circle.
Caban said he made the decision to resign after the "news around recent developments" had "created a distraction for our department," according to an email to the police department obtained by The Associated Press. 
"I am unwilling to let my attention be on anything other than our important work, or the safety of the men and women of the NYPD," he added.
At a news conference Thursday, Adams said he had named Tom Donlon, a retired FBI official, as the interim police commissioner. Donlon previously served as the chief of the FBI's National Threat Center and once led the Office of Homeland Security in New York, before starting his own security firm in 2020.

    


"I thank Commissioner Donlon for stepping in during this critical moment," Adams said. 
Caban was one of several high-ranking city officials whose electronic devices were seized last week by federal investigators, according to people familiar with the matter. The people spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the investigation.




The subject of the investigation, which is being led by U.S. Attorney's office in Manhattan, remains unclear. It was not immediately clear whether federal authorities were seeking information linked to one investigation or several.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Federal authorities are also investigating Caban's twin brother, James Caban, who runs a nightclub security business, according to a person familiar with the matter. The person could not publicly discuss details of the ongoing investigation and spoke to AP on condition of anonymity.
Edward Caban, 57, had been in charge of the nation's largest police department for about 15 months. Of Puerto Rican heritage, he was the first Latino to lead the 179-year-old NYPD.

    


Other officials whose devices were recently seized include First Deputy Mayor Sheena Wright; Philip Banks, the deputy mayor for public safety; his brother David Banks, the city's schools chancellor; and Timothy Pearson, a mayoral adviser and former high-ranking NYPD official.
The searches added to a flurry of investigative activity around Adams' administration and his campaign. Adams, a first-term Democrat, was subpoenaed in July, eight months after federal agents seized his cell phones and an iPad while he was leaving an event in Manhattan. Federal authorities haven't publicly accused him or any officials of any crimes, and Adams has denied any wrongdoing. 
The investigation that led to Caban's devices being seized is not believed to be tied to a probe that led federal investigators to seize Adams' devices last November, according to two people familiar with the matter. They spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly.
On Tuesday, Adams acknowledged that the sudden increase in federal scrutiny had "raised a lot of questions and a lot of concerns." 

    


Caban joined the department as a patrol officer in 1991 in the Bronx, where he grew up. His father, retired Detective Juan Caban, had served with Adams, a former police captain, when they were both on the city's transit police force. Three of Caban's brothers were also police officers.
Caban worked in precincts across the city, rising to sergeant, lieutenant, captain, executive officer, commanding officer, deputy inspector and inspector. He was the department's first deputy commissioner, second-in-command, before being named commissioner last year. 
Caban replaced Keechant Sewell, the first woman to lead the force. She resigned 18 months into a tenure clouded by speculation that she was not truly in control of the department after Adams appointed ex-NYPD chief Philip Banks as his deputy mayor of public safety. She is now the senior vice president of security and guest experience for the New York Mets.
"There is nothing in the world like public service," Caban said in an interview with his alma mater, St. John's University, after his appointment. "My father taught me that every day on the job is an opportunity to change lives, and in the NYPD we get to do that every single day."

    


From Jan. 1 to Sept. 1, the department tallied 243 murders, compared with 279 in the same period last year. Burglary, grand larceny and auto thefts were also down. At the same time, there was a 17.8% spike in reported hate crimes, 11.1% jump in rapes and smaller increases in some other categories.
Caban was also criticized for his handling of officer discipline.
In April, he declined to take any internal department disciplinary action against two involved in the fatal 2019 shooting of a Black man, Kawaski Trawick, inside his Bronx apartment. Caban said the officers "acted within the law" and that the city's police watchdog agency waited too long to bring administrative charges.

    


In August, Caban upheld a department administrative trial judge's recommendation to drop a disciplinary case against Chief of Department Jeffrey Maddrey, who was accused of ordering officers to void the November 2021 arrest of a retired officer who previously worked for him. The trial judge, Rosemarie Maldonado, said the watchdog agency didn't have jurisdiction to investigate the case.
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            Hurricane Francine slammed into the Louisiana coast Wednesday evening as a dangerous Category 2 storm that knocked out electricity to roughly 190,000 customers and threatened widespread flooding. (AP video by Jack Brook/produced by Javier Arciga)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 20 | 
            Hurricane Francine struck Louisiana on Wednesday evening as a Category 2 storm that forecasters warned could bring deadly storm surge, widespread flooding and destructive winds on the northern U.S. Gulf Coast.
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            Carter Caldwell bikes through his family's flooded property just south of Houma, La. after Hurricane Francine tore through the area, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Brook)
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            A building is damaged in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Will Swan walks through storm debris in his neighborhood in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Stalled cars sit at a flooded intersection in New Orleans on Thursday, Sept. 12,, 2024, the morning after Hurricane Francine hit the city. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)
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            Siblings Avery, 10, and Grace LeBlanc, 7, canoe in their backyard next to playground equipment after flooding from Hurricane Francine in Montz, La., in St. Charles Parish, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            A building is damaged in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Kim Haines surveys a tree that fell on. Her neighbor's house in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Residents walk past a tree that fell on a house in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People watch Hurricane Francine from inside the Sheraton on Canal Street in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Having never before experienced the powerful forces of a hurricane, meteorologist Max Claypool of Memphis, Tenn. tries to see if the powerful winds blowing from the Hurricane Francine eye wall could lift him further in the air on Wednesday, Sept.11, 2024, Houma, La. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Geral (cq) Hammond pedals through flood water from Hurricane Francine near the entrance to the Treasure Chest Casino in Kenner, La., in Jefferson Parish, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            National Guardsmen clear trees after arriving in Morgan City, La., on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024 after Hurricane Francine. (AP Photo/Jack Brook)
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            A Kenner police vehicle drives past a fallen tree after Hurricane Francine in Kenner, La., in Jefferson Parish, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            A Houma police officer removes debris from the entrance to a neighborhood in Houma, La., the morning after Hurricane Francine crossed into south Louisiana on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Rick Armstrong removes metal roofing that flew from a restaurant about a block from his house and onto his truck in his driveway during Hurricane Francine on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024 in Houma, La. (Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Signage bends in the wind as Hurricane Francine passes through Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 20 | 
            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Two vehicle on Olive street are flooded during Hurricane Francine in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune via AP)
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                                    Hurricane Francine slammed into the Louisiana coast Wednesday evening as a dangerous Category 2 storm that knocked out electricity to roughly 190,000 customers and threatened widespread flooding. (AP video by Jack Brook/produced by Javier Arciga)
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                                    Hurricane Francine struck Louisiana on Wednesday evening as a Category 2 storm that forecasters warned could bring deadly storm surge, widespread flooding and destructive winds on the northern U.S. Gulf Coast.
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            Carter Caldwell bikes through his family's flooded property just south of Houma, La. after Hurricane Francine tore through the area, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Brook)
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            A building is damaged in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    A building is damaged in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Will Swan walks through storm debris in his neighborhood in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Stalled cars sit at a flooded intersection in New Orleans on Thursday, Sept. 12,, 2024, the morning after Hurricane Francine hit the city. (AP Photo/Kevin McGill)
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            Siblings Avery, 10, and Grace LeBlanc, 7, canoe in their backyard next to playground equipment after flooding from Hurricane Francine in Montz, La., in St. Charles Parish, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            A building is damaged in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Kim Haines surveys a tree that fell on. Her neighbor's house in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Residents walk past a tree that fell on a house in the aftermath of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            People watch Hurricane Francine from inside the Sheraton on Canal Street in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Having never before experienced the powerful forces of a hurricane, meteorologist Max Claypool of Memphis, Tenn. tries to see if the powerful winds blowing from the Hurricane Francine eye wall could lift him further in the air on Wednesday, Sept.11, 2024, Houma, La. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Geral (cq) Hammond pedals through flood water from Hurricane Francine near the entrance to the Treasure Chest Casino in Kenner, La., in Jefferson Parish, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            National Guardsmen clear trees after arriving in Morgan City, La., on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024 after Hurricane Francine. (AP Photo/Jack Brook)
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            A Kenner police vehicle drives past a fallen tree after Hurricane Francine in Kenner, La., in Jefferson Parish, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            A Houma police officer removes debris from the entrance to a neighborhood in Houma, La., the morning after Hurricane Francine crossed into south Louisiana on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Rick Armstrong removes metal roofing that flew from a restaurant about a block from his house and onto his truck in his driveway during Hurricane Francine on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024 in Houma, La. (Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Signage bends in the wind as Hurricane Francine passes through Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Two vehicle on Olive street are flooded during Hurricane Francine in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune via AP)
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                                        MORGAN CITY, La. (AP) -- Francine weakened Thursday after striking Louisiana as a Category 2 hurricane that knocked out power to hundreds of thousands of homes and businesses, sent storm surge rushing into coastal communities and raised flooding fears in New Orleans and beyond.
As heavy rain drenched the northern Gulf Coast, New Orleans awoke to widespread power outages and debris-covered streets. Just before sunrise, large swaths of the city were without power, and home generators roared outside some houses. There were no immediate reports of deaths or injuries. 
Up to 6 inches (15 centimeters) of rain was possible in parts of Mississippi, Arkansas, Tennessee and Georgia, with up to 10 inches (25 centimeters) possible in some parts of Alabama and Florida, forecasters said. Flash flooding threatened cities as far away as Jackson, Mississippi; Birmingham, Alabama; Memphis, Tennessee; and Atlanta.

    


Francine slammed the Louisiana coast Wednesday evening with 100 mph (155 kph) winds in coastal Terrebonne Parish, battering a fragile coastal region that has not fully recovered from a series of devastating hurricanes in 2020 and 2021. The system then moved at a fast clip toward New Orleans, lashing the city with torrential rain.




In New Orleans, rushing water nearly enveloped a pickup truck in an underpass, trapping the driver inside. A 39-year-old emergency room nurse who lived nearby grabbed a hammer, waded into the waist-high water, smashed the window and pulled the driver out. It was all captured on live television by a WDSU news crew.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's just second nature I guess, being a nurse, you just go in and get it done, right?" Miles Crawford told The Associated Press in a telephone interview Thursday. "I just had to get to get him out of there."
He said the water was up to the driver's head and rising. Crawford told the man to move to the back of the truck's cab, which gave him more room and since the front end of the pickup was angled down, into deeper water.

    


"I wasn't really questioning whether I should do it -- it was just who is going to get it done," he recalled, adding that he never caught the man's name.
News footage from coastal communities showed waves from lakes, rivers and Gulf waters thrashing seawalls. Water poured into city streets in blinding downpours. Oak and cypress trees leaned in the high winds, and some utility poles swayed.
By early Thursday, water was receding in Jefferson Parish, where streets flooded, but canals were still high, parish President Cynthia Lee Sheng said in a social media post. Pumps that operated through the night could not keep up with the storm, causing sewer system problems, she said.
She asked residents to give the parish time to clear the streets, noting that the hazards after a storm can sometimes be more dangerous than the storm itself.
As the sun rose in Morgan City, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) from where Francine made landfall, residents gathered tree branches that were strewn across their yards, where water rose almost to their doors. Pamela Miller, 54, stepped outside to survey the damage after a large tree fell on the roof of her home.

    


"It was a really loud noise, a jolt, and that's when we realized the tree had come down," she said. "Luckily it did not go through the roof."
Jeffrey Beadle, 67, emerged from the hotel room where he sheltered for the night.
Beadle left his home in low-lying Bayou Louis, about 10 miles (16 kilometers) outside town, on Wednesday as the rain picked up. He lived there for 30 years without any major damage, but he was worried this time would be different because his home was right in the hurricane's path. He loaded his car in preparation to check on his home.
"There's nobody over on that end I can call," he said, explaining that he did not know what he would find. "Hope everything's good."
Sheriff's deputies helped evacuate dozens of people, including many small children, who were trapped by rising water Wednesday evening in Thibodaux. Lafourche Parish Sheriff Craig Webre said deputies also rescued residents in the Kraemer community.

    


The National Hurricane Center downgraded Francine from a tropical storm to a tropical depression with maximum sustained winds of 35 mph (56 kph) as it churned north-northeast over Mississippi. The system was expected to continue weakening and become a post-tropical cyclone later Thursday before slowing down and moving over central and northern Mississippi through early Friday.
Power outages in Louisiana topped 390,000 early Thursday in Louisiana, according to the tracking site poweroutage.us, with an additional 46,000 outages reported in Mississippi.
The sixth named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season, Francine drew fuel from exceedingly warm Gulf of Mexico waters.
In addition to torrential rains, there was a lingering threat of spinoff tornadoes from the storm Thursday in Florida and Alabama.

    


Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry said the National Guard would fan out to parishes affected by Francine. The Guard has food, water, nearly 400 high-water vehicles, about 100 boats and 50 helicopters to respond to the storm, including for search-and-rescue operations.
___
Cline reported from Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Associated Press writers Kevin McGill in New Orleans, Curt Anderson in St. Petersburg, Florida, Jeff Martin in Atlanta, and Russ Bynum in Savannah, Georgia, contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/francine-tropical-storm-louisiana-gulf-coast-09879999e209ff5e043ef0e4ca7f527f
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            Mikayla Brown and her husband, Tyler, visit the grave of their son, Elijah, who died of a fentanyl overdose at 15, in Paso Robles, Calif., Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            A framed photo of Elijah Ott, who died of a fentanyl overdose at 15, stands next to a vase of flowers as his mother, Mikayla Brown, works in the kitchen in Atascadero, Calif., Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Mikayla Brown, right, shows a photo of Elijah Ott, who died of a fentanyl overdose at 15, to her youngest son, Crew, at their home in Atascadero, Calif., Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Mikayla Brown shows a pendant etched with the fingerprint of her son, Elijah Ott, who died of a fentanyl overdose at 15, in Atascadero, Calif., Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Mikayla Brown, left, comforts her son, Jax, as they stand in front of a park bench dedicated to her son, Elijah Ott, who died of a fentanyl overdose at 15, in Paso Robles, Calif., Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            With his stepson's name tattooed below his ear, Tyler Brown, stepfather of Elijah Ott, who died of a fentanyl overdose at 15, looks at a park bench dedicated to Elijah in Paso Robles, Calif., Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Jax Brown, half-brother of Elijah Ott, who died of a fentanyl overdose at 15, looks at a memorial for Elijah at a skateboard park in Paso Robles, Calif., Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            With his stepson's name tattooed below his ear, Tyler Brown, stepfather of Elijah Ott, who died of a fentanyl overdose at 15, looks at a park bench dedicated to Elijah in Paso Robles, Calif., Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Jax Brown, half-brother of Elijah Ott, who died of a fentanyl overdose at 15, looks at a memorial for Elijah at a skateboard park in Paso Robles, Calif., Friday, Aug. 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                        Coco loved being the life of the party -- cracking jokes, doing pranks and making people laugh, her mom, Julianna Arnold, recalled recently.
"Her favorite pastime was fashion," Arnold said. "She didn't like looking at magazines or going to fancy stores, but preferred to make her own creations from used clothing she would find at thrift stores.... And they always looked fabulous on her."
In 2022, two weeks after she turned 17, Coco left home just outside New York City to meet with a dealer she'd messaged through Instagram who promised to sell her Percocet. She never made it home. She was found dead the next day, two blocks from the address that the guy had provided her.
Whatever the dealer gave Coco, her mother said, was not Percocet. It was a fake pill laced with fentanyl, which can be lethal in a dose as small as the tip of a pencil.
Fentanyl overdoses have become a leading cause of death for minors in the last five years or so, even as overall drug use has dropped slightly. In a 2022 analysis of fentanyl-laced prescription pills, the DEA found that six out of 10 contained a potentially lethal dose of the drug. 
And social media, where tainted, fake prescription drugs can be obtained with just a few clicks, is a big part of the problem. Experts, law enforcement and children's advocates say companies like Snap, TikTok, Telegram and Meta Platforms, which owns Instagram, are not doing enough to keep children safe.
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The stories of these victims often play out similarly: The kids hear you can get pills on social media. A few taps later and then a package arrives. They retreat to the sanctity of their bedroom and take a pill. Fifteen minutes later, they're dead. No one even knows until the next morning. 
Paul DelPonte, executive director and CEO of the National Crime Prevention Council, likened this crisis to a Johnson & Johnson incident in 1982 when seven people died due to Tylenol bottles that had been tampered with. In that case, J&J recalled all bottles and stopped production until they discovered the source of the problem.
"As a result, we now have tamper-resistant caps on over-the-counter medicines and in other products. That's corporate responsibility," he said. "For years, social media companies have known this has been happening, yet they continue to operate their platforms without any significant changes." 
While data on the prevalence of drug sales on social platforms is hard to come by, the National Crime Prevention Council estimates 80% of teen and young adult fentanyl poisoning deaths can be traced to some social media contact.
In a sweeping 2023 report on the problem, Colorado's attorney general called the availability of fentanyl and other illicit substances online "staggering." 
"Due to their ubiquity, convenience, and lack of regulation, social media platforms have become a major venue for drug distribution," the report said. "Where once a teen might have had to seek out a street dealer, hassle friends, or learn to navigate the dark web to access illicit drugs, young people can now locate drug dealers using their smartphones -- with the relative ease of ordering food delivery or calling a ride-share service."

    


Accidental overdoses in the U.S. have decreased slightly each year since 2021 according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. DelPonte attributes this in part to more education and awareness about the issue. Among young people ages 0 to 19, there were 1,622 overdose deaths in 2021, then 1,590 in 2022, and 1,511 last year.
The decline, DelPonte said, is "very small."
A decade ago, people looking to buy illicit drugs online would visit the dark web. But this was quickly eclipsed by social media and messaging platforms' rise. Using popular social media sites, encrypted chats, legitimate payment and shipping services, dealers moved into the light. Social platforms say they are constantly working to address the issue, while law enforcement has made some inroads.
Last May, for instance, the Drug Enforcement Administration's "Operation Last Mile," targeting Mexico's Sinaloa and Jalisco Cartels, led to 3,337 arrests and the seizure of nearly 44 million fentanyl pills and other deadly drugs. More than 1,100 associated cases involved social media apps and encrypted communications platforms, the DEA said.
On Instagram, as recently as this summer, a simple hashtag search for popular prescription drugs brought up numerous results with accounts offering to sell illicit pills to anyone looking. Many accounts directed users to Snapchat or Telegram, where experts say encryption and alleged lax moderation make it even easier to engage in illegal activity. Money is sent through payment platforms and the drugs can be delivered by mail, DelPonte said. 
Meta, for its part, has made it more difficult to search for drugs on its platform in recent weeks. 




'Never in a million years'
Mikayla Brown lost her son Elijah, who went by Eli, to a suspected fentanyl overdose in 2023, two weeks after his 15th birthday. Eli loved skateboarding, video games and cooking. His favorite was spicy Cajun pasta his mom made and he just started to get into cooking himself. 
Eli began experimenting with marijuana in high school and he was going through what seemed like a phase many teenagers go through, his mom said. The family decided he'd go live with his biological father about three hours away in Woodland Hills in Los Angeles, to try to get a handle on what Brown called Eli's "rebellion era." 
Brown said the family "never in a million years" would have thought he was getting into anything more dangerous than that. There was one exception, about a year before he passed away, his mom found him acting funny and he admitted to having taken Xanax, a prescription anti-anxiety drug. 
On a September evening last year, Eli arrived home from a friend's house, had dinner with his dad and stayed up late to watch a movie. 
His father sent him to bed around "2 a.m., I guess," Brown said. "And then when his alarm went off in the morning to wake up Eli for school he found him in his room..."
Eli was unresponsive. His cause of death was accidental fentanyl overdose. But he wasn't trying to buy fentanyl, he was looking for Xanax, and, like Coco, ended up with tainted pills that killed him. 
Until recently, a search for #Xanax on Instagram led to a warning page specifying that "This may be associated with the sale of drugs" and that the "sale, purchase of trade of illicit drugs can cause harm to yourself and others and is illegal in most countries." A blue "Get help" link directed users to federal substance abuse resources. Underneath that link, users could click to "see results anyway." After it was pointed out by the AP, the company quickly removed the ability to "see results anyway" for location-specific hashtags such as #xanaxdallas or #xanaxchicago. Later, it also removed the "see results" option entirely for common drugs such as Xanax, cocaine and Adderall, among others. 
Meta also said it investigated accounts shared by The Associated Press and concluded they were not drug dealers, but financial scam artists based in Africa pretending to sell drugs locally.
Meta says it blocks and filters "hundreds" of terms associated with illicit drug sales and links to recovery and substance abuse resources when possible. But drug dealers and other bad actors constantly shift their strategies, coming up with fresh ways to avoid detection. 
David Decary-Hetu, a professor at the School of Criminology at the University of Montreal, said Meta, in particular, has been "quite effective" in targeting people who sell drugs on its social platforms. But, he added, "it doesn't mean it's not going to happen." 
In a statement, Meta said drug dealers "are criminals who stop at nothing to sell their dangerous products. This is a challenge that spans across platforms, industries, and communities, and it requires all of us working together to address it."
The company added that it works with law enforcement and proactively took down 2 million pieces of content, 99.7% before they were reported in the first three months of 2024. 
"Our hearts go out to the families suffering at the hands of these criminals and we are committed to working with others to prevent these tragedies," Meta added.

    


A persistent problem
Coco's mother had many discussions with her daughter about being careful online.
The teen was in therapy -- social media really affected her and she developed anxiety and depression, Arnold said. She frequently checked Coco's social media and limited her time on Snapchat to 15 minutes per day.
"She knew about a lot of this stuff. We had talked about it. But then when this came up on Instagram, you know, I wasn't checking and I couldn't check all of her direct messages. It's hard to know as a parent, no matter how on top of it you are," she said. 
Coco's death is still under investigation, Arnold said. 
Arnold said it took five months to remove the dealer's profile from Instagram. Occasionally, she checks to see if he's there under another name.
"I typed in something that I thought maybe could work, you know, based on what his previous handle had been. And there he was. He was back up under a different a different handle," she said. "But I recognized his photo and I reported it to the police. And now again, it's taking months to get it taken down."
Experts often single out Snapchat as a particularly dangerous platform, something the company vehemently disagrees with. In October 2022, a group of parents who say their children bought fentanyl from drug dealers they met through Snapchat sued the company for wrongful death and negligence, calling it a "haven for drug trafficking." 
"Despite Snap promoting and portraying Snapchat as a 'goofy' app for kids to use to send each other silly pictures, its known common use is as an 'open-air drug market,'" the lawsuit claims. Snapchat's role in illicit drug sales to teens, it continues, "was the foreseeable result of the designs, structures, and policies Snap chose to implement to increase its revenues."
The vast majority of fentanyl deaths among young people, the lawsuit says, involve kids who don't know they are ingesting fentanyl. Rather, they are buying what they believe is marijuana, MDMA or prescription drugs like OxyContin. In January, a judge ruled that the lawsuit could move to trial. 
It'll be yet another test for Section 230, a 1996 law that generally exempts internet companies from liability for material users post on their networks. 
In a statement, Snap said it is "heartbroken by the fentanyl epidemic and are deeply committed to the fight against it."
"We've invested in advanced technology to detect and remove illicit drug-related content, work extensively with law enforcement helping to bring dealers to justice, and continue to raise awareness and evolve our service to help keep our community safe. Criminals have no place on Snapchat," said Jacqueline Beauchere, Global Head of Platform Safety at the company. 
While Snap wouldn't comment on the lawsuit itself, the company argues its design actually makes it more difficult for bad actors to operate. For instance, the company says, it doesn't allow people to get messages from people they haven't added as friends or have a phone contact, and location sharing is off by default. 

    


Regulatory remedies? 
Advocates are hoping that regulation of tech companies could help address the problem, as it might help with other dangers kids face on social media. In July, the Senate passed the Kids Online Safety Act, legislation designed to protect children from dangerous online content. It still awaits a vote in the House. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, D-N.H., and Sen. Roger Marshall, R-Kan., meanwhile, introduced a bill that would require social media companies to report illicit fentanyl, methamphetamine and fake pill activity occurring on their platforms to law enforcement. 
"We must do more at the federal level to combat the flow of fentanyl into our communities, and it starts by holding social media companies accountable for their part in facilitating illicit drug sales," Shaheen said. 
But for parents like Arnold, Brown and others who already lost their children to overdoses, it is too late. 
"Social media companies have the ability to make their platforms drug-free zones," DelPonte said. "Instead, they keep evading the meaningful changes to keep the public safe."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/social-media-kids-drugs-fentanyl-instagram-snapchat-8adb28d33f11cd3f52a104aa83a54e32
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            Alberto Fujimori, the former Peruvian president whose decadelong presidency began with triumphs righting Peru's economy and defeating a brutal insurgency only to end in a disgrace of autocratic excess that sent him to prison, has died. He was 86. Fujimori, who governed with an increasingly authoritarian hand in 1990-2000, was pardoned in December from his convictions for corruption and responsibility for the murder of 25 people.
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            The government of Peruvian President Dina Boluarte declared on Thursday three days of national mourning for the death of former president Alberto Fujimori. (AP video/Cesar Barreto)
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            FILE - Former Peru's President Alberto Fujimori waves at his home in Santiago after leaving the academy for the training of corrections officers in Santiago, Chile, May 18, 2006. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Claudio Santana, File)
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            Keiko Fujimori, right, and her brother Kenji stand by as pallbearers carry the coffin of their father, former President Alberto Fujimori, out of Keiko's home the day after he died in Lima, Peru, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            Pallbearers carry the coffin of former President Alberto Fujimori from the home of his daughter Keiko, the day after he died in Lima, Peru, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            FILE - Peru's former President Alberto Fujimori is seen gesturing on a screen during the first day of his trial on charges of alleged human rights violations and corruption during his government at a police base in Lima, Dec. 10, 2007. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia, File)
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            Supporters of former President Alberto Fujimori gather outside the home of his daughter Keiko, the day after he died in Lima, Peru, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 16 | 
            FILE - New Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori waves to supporters at the government palace, July 28, 1990. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Balaguer, File)
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            Un partidario del expresidente Alberto Fujimori se encuentra frente a la casa de su hija, Keiko Fujimori, en Lima, Peru, el dia despues de su muerte, el jueves 12 de septiembre de 2024. (AP Foto/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            FILE - Peruvian presidential candidate Alberto Fujimori poses for a photo, April 8, 1990. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fred Savariau, File)
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            Supporters of former President Alberto Fujimori gather outside the home of his daughter Keiko, the day after he died in Lima, Peru, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 16 | 
            FILE - Peru's former President Alberto Fujimori, center, is driven out of prison by one of his lawyers, accompanied by his son Kenji, left, after his release, in Callao, Peru, Dec. 6, 2023. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia, File)
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            FILE - Peru's jailed, former President Alberto Fujimori, photographed through a glass window, attends his trial at a police base on the outskirts of Lima, Peru, June 28, 2016. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia, File)
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            FILE - Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori gives a press conference in front of the Japanese ambassador's residence in Lima, Peru, April 22, 1997. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)
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            FILE - Presidential candidate Alberto Fujimori waves to supporters after casting his vote during a presidential runoff against novelist Mario Vargas Llosa in Lima, Peru, June 10, 1990. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Recart, File)
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            FILE - Chilean police officers surround former Peru's President Alberto Fujimori, left, as he leaves his house in Santiago to be extradited to Peru to face human rights and corruption charges, early Sept. 22, 2007. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Claudio Santana, File)
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            FILE - Former Peru's President Alberto Fujimori waves at his home in Santiago after leaving the academy for the training of corrections officers in Santiago, Chile, May 18, 2006. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Claudio Santana, File)
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            Keiko Fujimori, right, and her brother Kenji stand by as pallbearers carry the coffin of their father, former President Alberto Fujimori, out of Keiko's home the day after he died in Lima, Peru, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            FILE - Peru's former President Alberto Fujimori is seen gesturing on a screen during the first day of his trial on charges of alleged human rights violations and corruption during his government at a police base in Lima, Dec. 10, 2007. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia, File)
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            Supporters of former President Alberto Fujimori gather outside the home of his daughter Keiko, the day after he died in Lima, Peru, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            FILE - New Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori waves to supporters at the government palace, July 28, 1990. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alejandro Balaguer, File)
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            Un partidario del expresidente Alberto Fujimori se encuentra frente a la casa de su hija, Keiko Fujimori, en Lima, Peru, el dia despues de su muerte, el jueves 12 de septiembre de 2024. (AP Foto/Guadalupe Pardo)
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            FILE - Peruvian presidential candidate Alberto Fujimori poses for a photo, April 8, 1990. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Fred Savariau, File)
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            FILE - Peru's former President Alberto Fujimori, center, is driven out of prison by one of his lawyers, accompanied by his son Kenji, left, after his release, in Callao, Peru, Dec. 6, 2023. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia, File)
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            FILE - Peru's jailed, former President Alberto Fujimori, photographed through a glass window, attends his trial at a police base on the outskirts of Lima, Peru, June 28, 2016. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia, File)
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            FILE - Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori gives a press conference in front of the Japanese ambassador's residence in Lima, Peru, April 22, 1997. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)
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            FILE - Presidential candidate Alberto Fujimori waves to supporters after casting his vote during a presidential runoff against novelist Mario Vargas Llosa in Lima, Peru, June 10, 1990. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matias Recart, File)
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            FILE - Chilean police officers surround former Peru's President Alberto Fujimori, left, as he leaves his house in Santiago to be extradited to Peru to face human rights and corruption charges, early Sept. 22, 2007. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Claudio Santana, File)
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                                    FILE - Chilean police officers surround former Peru's President Alberto Fujimori, left, as he leaves his house in Santiago to be extradited to Peru to face human rights and corruption charges, early Sept. 22, 2007. His daughter Keiko Fujimori announced in a post on X that he died of cancer on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Claudio Santana, File)
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                                        LIMA, Peru (AP) -- Alberto Fujimori, whose decade-long presidency began with triumphs righting Peru's economy and defeating a brutal insurgency only to end in autocratic excess that later sent him to prison, has died. He was 86.
His death Wednesday in the capital, Lima, was announced by his daughter, Keiko Fujimori, in a post on X.
Fujimori, who governed with an increasingly authoritarian hand in 1990-2000, was pardoned in December from his convictions for corruption and responsibility for the murder of 25 people. His daughter said in July that he was planning to run for Peru's presidency for the fourth time in 2026.
The former university president and mathematics professor was the consummate political outsider when he emerged from obscurity to win Peru's 1990 election over writer Mario Vargas Llosa. Over a tumultuous political career, he repeatedly made risky, go-for-broke decisions that alternately earned him adoration and reproach.

    


He took over a country ravaged by runaway inflation and guerrilla violence, mending the economy with bold actions including mass privatizations of state industries. Defeating fanatical Shining Path rebels took a little longer but also won him broad-based support.




His presidency, however, collapsed just as dramatically.
After briefly shutting down Congress and elbowing himself into a controversial third term, he fled the country in disgrace in 2000 when leaked videotapes showed his spy chief, Vladimiro Montesinos, bribing lawmakers. The president went to Japan, the land of his parents, and famously faxed in his resignation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He stunned supporters and foes alike five years later when he landed in neighboring Chile, where he was arrested and then extradited to Peru. He had hoped to run for Peru's presidency in 2006, but instead wound up in court facing charges of abuse of power.
The high-stakes political gambler would lose miserably. He became the first former president in the world to be tried and convicted in his own country for human rights violations. He was not found to have personally ordered the 25 death-squad killings for which he was convicted, but he was deemed responsible because the crimes were committed in his government's name.

    


His 25-year sentence did not stop Fujimori from seeking political revindication, which he planned from a prison built in a police academy on the outskirts of Lima, the capital.
His congresswoman daughter Keiko tried in 2011 to restore the family dynasty by running for the presidency but was narrowly defeated in a runoff. She ran again in 2016 and 2021, when she lost by just 44,000 votes after a campaign in which she promised to free her father.
"After a long battle with cancer, our father, Alberto Fujimori, has just departed to meet the Lord," she said on X Wednesday. "We ask those who loved him to accompany us with a prayer for the eternal rest of his soul."
Fujimori's presidency was, in fact, a brash display of outright authoritarianism, known locally as "caudillismo," in a region shakily stepping away from dictatorships toward democracy.

    


He is survived by his four children. The oldest, Keiko, became first lady in 1996 when his father divorced his mother, Susana Higuchi, in a bitter battle in which she accused Fujimori of having her tortured. The youngest child, Kenji, was elected a congressman.
Fujimori was born July 28, 1938, Peruvian Independence Day, and his immigrant parents picked cotton until they could open a tailor's shop in downtown Lima.
He earned a degree in agricultural engineering in 1956, and then studied in France and the United States, where he received a graduate degree in mathematics from the University of Wisconsin in 1972.
In 1984 he became rector of the Agricultural University in Lima, and six years later, he ran for president without ever having held political office, billing himself as a clean alternative to Peru's corrupt, discredited political class.
He soared from 6% in the polls a month before the 1990 election to finish second out of nine in the balloting. He went on to beat Vargas Llosa in a runoff.

    


The victory, he later said, came from the same frustration that fueled the Shining Path.
"My government is the product of rejection, of being fed up with Peru because of the frivolity, corruption and nonfunctioning of the traditional political class and the bureaucracy," he said.
Once in office, Fujimori's tough talk and hands-on style at first won him only plaudits, as car bombings still ripped through the capital and annual inflation approached 8,000 percent.
He applied the same economic shock therapy that Vargas Llosa had advocated but he had argued against in the campaign.
Privatizing state-owned industries, Fujimori slashed public spending and attracted record foreign investment.
Known affectionately as "El chino," due to his Asian ancestry, Fujimori often donned peasant garb to visit jungle Indigenous communities and highland farmers, while delivering electricity and drinking water to dirt-poor villages. That distinguished him from the patrician, white politicians who typically lacked his commoner's touch.

    


Fujimori also gave Peru's security forces free rein to take on the Shining Path.
In September 1992, police captured rebel leader Abimael Guzman. Deservedly or not, Fujimori took credit.
Taking power just years after much of the region had shed dictatorships, the former university professor ultimately represented a step back. He developed a growing taste for power and resorted to increasingly anti-democratic means to amass more of it.
In April 1992, he shut down Congress and the courts, accusing them of shackling his efforts to defeat the Shining Path and spur economic reforms.
International pressure forced him to call elections for an assembly to replace the Congress. The new legislative body, dominated by his supporters, changed Peru's constitution to allow the president to serve two consecutive five-year terms. Fujimori was swept back into office in 1995, after a brief border war with Ecuador, in an election landslide.
Human rights advocates at home and abroad blasted him for pushing through a general amnesty law forgiving human rights abuses committed by security forces during Peru's "anti-subversive" campaign between 1980 and 1995.
The conflict would claim nearly 70,000 lives, a truth commission found, with the military responsible for more than a third of the deaths. Journalists and businessmen were kidnapped, students disappeared and at least 2,000 highland peasant women were forcibly sterilized.
In 1996, Fujimori's majority bloc in Congress put him on the path for a third term when it approved a law that determined his first five years as president didn't count because the new constitution was not yet in place when he was elected.
A year later, Fujimori's Congress fired three Constitutional Tribunal judges who tried to overturn the legislation, and his foes accused him of imposing a democratically elected dictatorship.
By then, almost daily revelations were showing the monumental scale of corruption around Fujimori. About 1,500 people connected to his government were prosecuted on corruption and other charges, including eight former Cabinet ministers, three former military commanders, an attorney general and a former chief of the Supreme Court.
The accusations against Fujimori led to years of legal wrangling. In December, Peru's Constitutional Court ruled in favor of a humanitarian pardon granted to Fujimori on Christmas Eve in 2017 by then-President Pablo Kuczynski. Wearing a face mask and getting supplemental oxygen, Fujimori walked out of the prison door and got in a sport utility vehicle driven by his daughter-in-law.
The last time he was seen in public was on Sept. 4, leaving a private hospital in a wheelchair. He told the press that he had undergone a CT scan and when asked if his presidential candidacy was still going ahead, he smiled and said "We'll see, we'll see."
___
Frank Bajak, the principal writer of this obituary, retired from The Associated Press in 2024. Associated Press writer Regina Garcia Cano in Mexico City contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/fujimori-peru-lima-died-777fdfcb09eafd731a7412c8bf1a2f64
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            This combo of images show shooting victims, from left, Christian Angulo, Mason Schermerhorn, Cristina Irimie and Richard Aspinwall, displayed at a memorial outside Apalachee High School, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Charlotte Kramon)
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            A memorial is seen at Apalachee High School after the Wednesday school shooting, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            This combo of booking images provided by the Barrow County, Ga., Sheriff's Office shows Colin Gray, left, and his son Colt Gray, who have been charged in relation to the Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, shootings at Apalachee High School in Winder, Ga. (Barrow County Sheriff's Office via AP)
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            Linda Carter, of Grayson, Ga., kneels near Apalachee High School to place flowers as she mourns for the slain students and teachers on Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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            People embrace at a makeshift memorial after a shooting Wednesday at Apalachee High School, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            A medical helicopter is seen in front of Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            An ambulance departs Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            An ambulance departs Apalachee High School after a shooting at the school, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- The student accused of killing four people in a Georgia high school shooting rode the school bus that morning with a semiautomatic assault rifle concealed in his backpack, investigators confirmed Thursday.
Colt Gray then left his second-period classroom after getting permission to go to the front office at Apalachee High School but hid from teachers in a bathroom before emerging to begin the assault, according to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation and Barrow County Sheriff Jud Smith.
The new details fill in some key questions about how the 14-year-old got a gun that could not be folded down to the school in Winder, northeast of Atlanta, before a shooting that killed two students and two teachers. Another teacher and eight other students were injured.
Marcee Gray, the suspect's mother, says that she called the school in a panic on the morning of Sept. 4 after getting a text message from her son saying "I'm sorry." She said Colin Gray, the boy's father, received similar text messages that morning.

    


Marcee Gray said school officials told her on that call that they were already worried about her son's behavior. He had enrolled at the school after it had already begun Aug. 1, Smith has said.




"The counselor said, 'Well, I want to let you know that earlier this morning, one of Colt's teachers has sent me an email that said Colt had been making references to school shootings," Gray said in an interview with ABC News published Tuesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Marcee Gray and other relatives on her side of the family have said they had sought the school's assistance the week before the shooting to get psychiatric treatment for Colt Gray.
"I wanted Colt to be admitted to an inpatient treatment," Gray told ABC News. "Colt was on board with it."
A school employee went to look for Gray the morning of the shooting, but confused him with a fellow student with the same last name and similar first name, police and a student said. By that time, Gray had had left his second-period algebra class, going to the bathroom instead of the front office, investigators said. 

    


Colt Gray is charged as an adult with four counts of murder, and District Attorney Brad Smith has said more charges are likely to be filed against him in connection with the wounded. Authorities have also charged his father, Colin Gray, alleging that he gave his son access to the gun when he knew or should have known that the teen was a danger to himself and others.
The 13,000 students at Barrow County's other schools returned to class Tuesday. Officials have not announced a restart date for the 1,900 students who attend Apalachee.
Here's a timeline of what happened on the day of the attack, based on statements by authorities and reporting by The Associated Press and other news media:
8:15 a.m. -- First period begins. Officials have not said what class Colt Gray was scheduled for, or if he attended. Officials said Colt Gray rode the school bus to Apalachee High School carrying a semiautomatic assault rifle hidden in his backpack.

    


9:38 a.m. -- First period ends. Students have seven minutes to change to their next class.
9:45 a.m. -- Second period begins. Student Lyela Sayarath said she briefly saw Gray in the algebra class where the two sat next to each other. Investigators say Gray left the classroom asking to go speak to someone in the front office, but instead took his backpack with the gun inside and hid in a bathroom.
9:50 a.m. -- Marcee Gray, Colt's mother, calls the high school from 200 miles away in Fitzgerald, Georgia, to warn that her son was having an "extreme emergency" after getting a text from Colt saying "I'm sorry." Marcee Gray said a counselor said they had received an email earlier that morning from one of Colt Gray's teachers saying he had been talking about school shootings. Gray said she urged them to find her son to check on him. Call logs show the call lasted until 10 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. to 10:20 a.m. -- An administrator comes to the algebra classroom looking for a student with the same last name and a similar first name to Colt Gray, Sayarath and Barrow County Sheriff Jud Smith said. When the other student returns, he tells Sayarath that the administrator was actually seeking Colt Gray. In the meantime, the teacher is called on the intercom, Sayarath said.

    


About 10:20 a.m. -- Colt Gray approaches the door of the algebra classroom. As the intercom buzzes again, the teacher responds, "Oh, he's here," seeing Gray outside the classroom door, Sayarath said. When students go to open the door, which automatically locks from the inside when closed, Sayarath said they backed away. She said she saw Colt Gray turn away through the window of the door and then she said she heard 10 or 15 consecutive gunshots. People are shot in the hallway and inside at least one classroom, as others in the halls scramble for safety. According to some students, the three teachers who are shot are trying to protect students.

    


10:23 a.m. -- After multiple employees press wireless panic buttons embedded in their employee badges, the school goes into lockdown and a massive law enforcement response begins. Students in other classrooms who hear the gunshots begin texting and calling their parents and others.
10:26 a.m. -- The two school resource officers assigned to Apalachee High School approach Gray in the hall, according to GBI Director Chris Hosey. Gray immediately surrenders and is taken into custody.
About 11 a.m. -- Law enforcement officers begin searching Colin and Colt Gray's house east of Winder. At the school, officers go from classroom to classroom, first looking for more people with injuries or other shooters. Later, officers evacuate students to the football field as hundreds of parents rush to campus.
About 1 p.m. -- The school begins releasing students to parents to take them home.
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                    FILE - This aerial view shows the Malibu Pier in Malibu, Calif., Thursday, Aug. 31, 2023. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A 4.7 magnitude earthquake rattled the Los Angeles area Thursday morning, unleashing boulders onto a Malibu road, visibly shaking Santa Monica's 1909 wooden pier and jolting some people from bed. No injuries or damages were immediately reported. 
The U.S. Geological Survey said the earthquake was centered 4 miles (7 kilometers) north of Malibu and was about 7 miles (11 kilometers) below the surface. 
The jolt was felt as far as 45 miles (72 kilometers) away in Orange County, where people reported items moving in their homes.
Officials around the region said authorities were surveying for damage, but had not found anything major. 
Los Angeles County sheriff Lt. Adam Zeko said the quake jolted the area and shook for about 15 or 20 seconds.
"We're still conducting a critical facilities check," said Zeko, whose station covers the area around Malibu and Westlake Village. "We haven't gotten anything major at this time."

    


A live camera at the 115-year-old Santa Monica Pier, about 12 miles (19 kilometers) from Malibu, showed several seconds of intense shaking during the quake. 
A crew was working on clearing large boulders that rolled onto Malibu Canyon Road, near the epicenter, KTLA-TV reported.




Malibu Councilmember Bruce Silverstein said he has lived in the community for 13 years and this was the hardest quake yet, but nothing broke.
"Our house shook for about two or three seconds. I was concerned the windows were going to pop," Silverstein said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rene Vasquez, manager at The Country Kitchen breakfast place in Malibu, said the shaking lasted a few seconds and kitchen staff ducked outside as a precaution.
"It wasn't that bad," Vasquez said. "Thank God nothing fell."
People, including several celebrities, took to social media to post they were awakened by a jolt. 
Hotel heiress and media personality Paris Hilton wrote on X, "That #Earthquake was scary." Reality TV star Khloe Kardashian posted: "Damn that was a big one." 

    


Some residents said they were alerted by the state's earthquake early warning system.
The quake comes as the region has been dealing with three major wildfires burning east of Los Angeles that torched dozens of homes and forced thousands to evacuate. The blazes erupted during a blistering heat wave that has just subsided. 
A number of quakes have been felt in the area in recent months, including a 4.4 magnitude earthquake in August that rattled nerves from the Los Angeles area to San Diego, swaying buildings, knocking items off shelves and setting off car alarms. The temblor caused a pipe to burst at the ornate 1927 Pasadena City Hall building.
____
Taxin reported from Orange County. Associated Press writer Olga R. Rodriguez in San Francisco also contributed.
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            FILE - Taylor Swift arrives at the world premiere of the concert film "Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour" in Los Angeles on Oct. 11, 2023. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            Signs for Kamala Harris and Tim Walz are posted in Jarvis Square ahead of the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in the Rogers Park neighborhood of Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Young women are more liberal than they have been in decades, according to a Gallup analysis of more than 20 years of polling data. 
Over the past few years, about 4 in 10 young women between the ages of 18 and 29 have described their political views as liberal, compared with two decades ago when about 3 in 10 identified that way.
For many young women, their liberal identity is not just a new label. The share of young women who hold liberal views on the environment, abortion, race relations and gun laws has also jumped by double digits, Gallup found.
Young women "aren't just identifying as liberal because they like the term or they're more comfortable with the term, or someone they respect uses the term," said Lydia Saad, the director of U.S. social research at Gallup. "They have actually become much more liberal in their actual viewpoints."

    


Becoming a more cohesive political group with distinctly liberal views could turn young women into a potent political force, according to Saad. While it is hard to pinpoint what is making young women more liberal, they now are overwhelmingly aligned on many issues, which could make it easier for campaigns to motivate them. 




Young women are already a constituency that has leaned Democratic -- AP VoteCast data shows that 65% of female voters under 30 voted for Democrat Joe Biden in 2020 -- but they are sometimes less reliable when it comes to turnout. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Young women began to diverge ideologically from other groups, including men between 18 and 29, women over 30 and men over 30, during Democrat Barack Obama's presidency. That trend appears to have accelerated more recently, around the election of Republican Donald Trump, the #MeToo movement and increasingly successful efforts by the anti-abortion movement to erode abortion access. At the same time, more women, mostly Democrats, were elected to Congress, as governor and to state legislatures, giving young women new representation and role models in politics.

    


The change in young women's political identification is happening across the board, Gallup found, rather than being propelled by a specific subgroup.
Taylor Swift's endorsement Tuesday of Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris, after her debate against Trump, illustrated one of the issues where young women have moved to the left. In Swift's Instagram announcing the endorsement praised Harris and running mate Tim Walz for championing reproductive rights.
The Gallup analysis found that since the Obama era, young women have become nearly 20 percentage points more likely to support broad abortion rights. There was a roughly similar increase in the share of young women who said protection of the environment should be prioritized over economic growth and in the share of young women who say gun laws should be stricter.
Now, Saad said, solid majorities of young women hold liberal views on issues such as abortion, the environment, and gun laws. 
Young women are "very unified on these issues ... and not only do they hold these views, but they are dissatisfied with the country in these areas, and they are worried about them," she said. That, she added, could help drive turnout.
"You've got supermajorities of women holding these views," she said, and they are "primed to be activated to vote on these issues."
___
Associated Press writer Laurie Kellman in London contributed to this report.
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            Pope Francis arrives to lead a holy Mass at the Sports Hub National Stadium in Singapore.
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            Pope Francis on Thursday wrapped up his four-nation tour in Singapore, Asia's financial powerhouse. Francis praised the country's economic strength as a testament to human ingenuity but urged the city-state to look after the weakest, too, especially foreign workers.
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            Pope Francis met with Singaporean Prime Minister Lawrence Wong Thursday as part of the final leg of his trip through Asia.
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            Chief Executive Officer of the Singapore's National Parks Board Hwang Yu-Ning presents Pope Francis with a 'Dendrobium His Holiness Pope Francis', a specially bred orchid variety named after him at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis addresses Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, and the audience during a meeting with the authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps in the theatre of the Cultural Centre of the National University of Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis leads a holy mass at the SportsHub National Stadium in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            Pope Francis signs the book of honor during a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, left, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis meets with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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            10 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis is greeted by the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, during a welcome ceremony at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis meets with the Prime Minister of Singapore, Lawrence Wong, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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            Pope Francis meets with the Prime Minister of Singapore, Lawrence Wong, center right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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            13 of 37 | 
            Chief Executive Officer of the Singapore's National Parks Board Hwang Yu-Ning, right, and Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, left, present Pope Francis with a 'Dendrobium His Holiness Pope Francis', a specially bred orchid variety named after him in honor of his visit to Singapore during a welcome ceremony at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis, left, and from right, Singapore's Non-Resident Ambassador to the Holy See Ang Janet Guat Har, Culture Minister Edwin Tong, Minister for Social and Family Development Masagos Zulkifli, Minister for Sustainability and the Environment Grace Fu Hai Yien, and Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan wait for the Prime Minister of Singapore, Lawrence Wong at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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            Pope Francis signs the book of honor during a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, second from left, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis attends a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            The guard of honor is lined up awaiting the arrival of Pope Francis for a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            18 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis attends a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            The guard of honor is lined up awaiting the arrival of Pope Francis for a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            20 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis arrives with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, third from left, for a visit to the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis arrives with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, third from left, for a visit to the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            22 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis attends a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            23 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis blesses a child as he departs National University of Singapore after delivering the state address in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Suhaimi Abdullah)
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            Pope Francis blesses a child as he departs National University of Singapore after delivering the state address in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Suhaimi Abdullah)
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            25 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis waves from the car, as he leaves from the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            26 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis in a car, waves as he leaves from the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            27 of 37 | 
            The car carrying Pope Francis leaves from the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            28 of 37 | 
            The car carrying Pope Francis leaves from the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            29 of 37 | 
            People wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at National University of Singapore in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Suhaimi Abdullah)
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            30 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis addresses Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, and the audience during a meeting with the authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps in the theatre of the Cultural Centre of the National University of Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            31 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis and Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, third from left, leave at the end of a meeting with the authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps in the theatre of the Cultural Centre of the National University of Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            32 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis, left, leads a holy mass at the SportsHub National Stadium in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            33 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            34 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis, seated center, presides over a holy mass at the SportsHub National Stadium in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            35 of 37 | 
            A woman gets emotional as Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            37 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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        Pope marvels at Singapore's skyscrapers and asks that the lowest migrant workers not be forgotten
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                                    Pope Francis arrives to lead a holy Mass at the Sports Hub National Stadium in Singapore.
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                                    Pope Francis on Thursday wrapped up his four-nation tour in Singapore, Asia's financial powerhouse. Francis praised the country's economic strength as a testament to human ingenuity but urged the city-state to look after the weakest, too, especially foreign workers.
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                                    Pope Francis met with Singaporean Prime Minister Lawrence Wong Thursday as part of the final leg of his trip through Asia.
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            4 of 37 | 
            Chief Executive Officer of the Singapore's National Parks Board Hwang Yu-Ning presents Pope Francis with a 'Dendrobium His Holiness Pope Francis', a specially bred orchid variety named after him at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Chief Executive Officer of the Singapore's National Parks Board Hwang Yu-Ning presents Pope Francis with a 'Dendrobium His Holiness Pope Francis', a specially bred orchid variety named after him at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis addresses Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, and the audience during a meeting with the authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps in the theatre of the Cultural Centre of the National University of Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Pope Francis addresses Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, and the audience during a meeting with the authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps in the theatre of the Cultural Centre of the National University of Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis leads a holy mass at the SportsHub National Stadium in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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                                    Pope Francis leads a holy mass at the SportsHub National Stadium in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            Pope Francis signs the book of honor during a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, left, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Pope Francis signs the book of honor during a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, left, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis meets with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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                                    Pope Francis meets with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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            10 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis is greeted by the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, during a welcome ceremony at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Pope Francis is greeted by the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, during a welcome ceremony at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis meets with the Prime Minister of Singapore, Lawrence Wong, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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                                    Pope Francis meets with the Prime Minister of Singapore, Lawrence Wong, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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            12 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis meets with the Prime Minister of Singapore, Lawrence Wong, center right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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                                    Pope Francis meets with the Prime Minister of Singapore, Lawrence Wong, center right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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            13 of 37 | 
            Chief Executive Officer of the Singapore's National Parks Board Hwang Yu-Ning, right, and Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, left, present Pope Francis with a 'Dendrobium His Holiness Pope Francis', a specially bred orchid variety named after him in honor of his visit to Singapore during a welcome ceremony at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                    Chief Executive Officer of the Singapore's National Parks Board Hwang Yu-Ning, right, and Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, left, present Pope Francis with a 'Dendrobium His Holiness Pope Francis', a specially bred orchid variety named after him in honor of his visit to Singapore during a welcome ceremony at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis, left, and from right, Singapore's Non-Resident Ambassador to the Holy See Ang Janet Guat Har, Culture Minister Edwin Tong, Minister for Social and Family Development Masagos Zulkifli, Minister for Sustainability and the Environment Grace Fu Hai Yien, and Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan wait for the Prime Minister of Singapore, Lawrence Wong at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia, pool)
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            Pope Francis signs the book of honor during a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, second from left, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis attends a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            The guard of honor is lined up awaiting the arrival of Pope Francis for a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis attends a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            The guard of honor is lined up awaiting the arrival of Pope Francis for a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 37

                                    
                                    The guard of honor is lined up awaiting the arrival of Pope Francis for a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis arrives with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, third from left, for a visit to the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis arrives with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, third from left, for a visit to the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    21 of 37

                                    
                                    Pope Francis arrives with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, third from left, for a visit to the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis attends a welcome ceremony with the President of the Singapore Republic Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, at the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis blesses a child as he departs National University of Singapore after delivering the state address in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Suhaimi Abdullah)
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            Pope Francis waves from the car, as he leaves from the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            Pope Francis in a car, waves as he leaves from the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            The car carrying Pope Francis leaves from the Parliament House in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            People wait for the arrival of Pope Francis at National University of Singapore in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Suhaimi Abdullah)
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            Pope Francis addresses Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, right, and the audience during a meeting with the authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps in the theatre of the Cultural Centre of the National University of Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis and Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, third from left, leave at the end of a meeting with the authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps in the theatre of the Cultural Centre of the National University of Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    31 of 37

                                    
                                    Pope Francis and Singapore's President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, third from left, leave at the end of a meeting with the authorities, civil society and the diplomatic corps in the theatre of the Cultural Centre of the National University of Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            32 of 37 | 
            Pope Francis, left, leads a holy mass at the SportsHub National Stadium in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis, seated center, presides over a holy mass at the SportsHub National Stadium in Singapore, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian)
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            A woman gets emotional as Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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            Pope Francis presides over a mass 'In Memory of the Most Holy Name of Mary' celebrated by the Archbishop of Singapore, Cardinal William Goh Seng Chye at the Singapore SportsHub National Stadium, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Pope Francis has praised Singapore's economic development as a testament to human ingenuity. But he's urging the city-state to look after the weakest too. Francis made the remarks Thursday on the final leg of the longest and farthest tour of his papacy. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)
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                                        SINGAPORE (AP) -- Pope Francis on Thursday praised Singapore's economic strength as a testament to human ingenuity but urged the city-state to look after the weakest, too, especially foreign workers, as he opened the final leg of his tour through some of Asia's poorest countries in one of the world's richest.
Francis marveled at Singapore's modern skyscrapers "that seem to rise from the sea" in both his opening speech to the city-state's leaders and again in the afternoon, when he celebrated Mass before an estimated 50,000 people at Singapore's national stadium.
"The most beautiful building, the most precious treasure, the most profitable investment in God's eyes, is ourselves," he said.
Singapore celebrated Francis' arrival by unveiling a new hybrid orchid named for him, the "Dendrobium His Holiness Pope Francis." Presented during an official welcome ceremony, the orchid "exudes a serene and pure beauty" of ivory white petals with a pink tinge at the center, according to the National Parks Board.

    


Francis arrived in Singapore from East Timor and began his official program Thursday by meeting with President Tharman Shanmugaratnam and Prime Minister Lawrence Wong before addressing government authorities and the diplomatic corps at the National University of Singapore.




There, Francis praised the government's commitment to sustainable development and providing public housing and quality education and health care to its people. But he urged authorities to look out for the poorest and beware of rewarding excellence at all costs, a reference to Singapore's highly competitive work and educational culture.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I would like to highlight the risk entailed in focusing solely on pragmatism or placing merit above all things, namely the unintended consequence of justifying the exclusion of those on the margins from benefiting from progress," he said.

    


In a common appeal from history's first Latin American pope, Francis called especially for dignified pay and conditions for migrant workers, who have helped build Singapore into one of the world's most advanced financial powerhouses.
"These workers contribute a great deal to society and should be guaranteed a fair wage," Francis said.
Singapore has no minimum wage policy for locals or foreigners.
Singapore was the last stop of Francis' 11-day tour that is the longest and farthest of his papacy after earlier stops in Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and East Timor. The economic disparities were obvious upon arrival Wednesday as Francis landed in Singapore's high-tech airport aboard the lone aircraft belonging to Aero Dili, the national carrier of East Timor, where around 42% of its people live below the poverty line.
Singapore has long touted as a success story its transformation from a colonial port lacking natural resources into a financial and trade power in just a few decades since independence from Malaysia in 1965. The former British colony enjoys one of the highest living standards in the world, and is known for its safety and low crime rate. But it is also one of the most expensive cities to live in and its competitive work environment makes for a stressful, overworked people.

    


Francis' praise for the country's astonishing economic growth was significant, given he has long been known to bristle at the excesses of capitalism. According to the International Monetary Fund, Singapore's gross domestic product per capita of $133,740 was the fourth highest in the world, above the U.S. and other developed countries.
Foreigners account for over a third of Singapore's workforce. According to official data, the foreign workforce of 1.5 million includes 286,000 domestic workers and 441,000 people in construction, shipping and maintenance jobs, helping to support Singapore's trade-reliant economy. Many are migrant workers from Pakistan, Bangladesh and other poorer Asian countries.
Human Rights Watch said in a report last year that foreign migrant workers face labor rights abuses and exploitation through exorbitant debts owed to recruitment agents, non-payment of wages, restrictions on movement, confiscation of passports, and sometimes physical and sexual violence. It said domestic workers are excluded from many key labor protections, such as limits on daily work hours, sick leave and annual leave.

    


Francis is visiting Singapore to encourage its Catholics, who make up about 3.5% of the population of just under 6 million, while highlighting Singapore's tradition of interfaith coexistence. According to a 2020 census, Buddhists make up about 31% of the population, Christians 19% and Muslims 15%, while about a fifth of the population claimed no religious belief whatsoever.
In his remarks to the pope, President Shanmugaratnam highlighted Singapore's commitment to environmental sustainability and interfaith harmony, saying both were the result of hard work and dedication over decades.

    


"We are a multiracial, multireligious, and multicultural society," he said. "For us, solidarity and harmony have therefore been at the core, and will remain core features in our national development."
He praised Francis' consistent call to care for God's creation, saying Singapore too had made sustainability a priority ever since independence nearly six decades ago. Singapore's greening plan through 2030 envisages greater reliance on solar energy, waste reduction and imposition of carbon taxes to transition to a low-carbon economy.
"As a small city-state, we have sought to balance development with environmental responsibility," he said.
Francis said Singapore's environmental policies were a model for the rest of the world, calling it "a shining example of what humanity can achieve by working together in harmony, with a sense of responsibility and a spirit of inclusiveness and fraternity."
In the afternoon, Francis celebrated Mass before an estimated 50,000 people at the country's national stadium, attended also by church leaders from two Asian regions where the Holy See has delicate relations: the archbishop of Hong Kong, Cardinal Stephen Chow, and the archbishop of Yangon, Myanmar, Cardinal Charles Bo.
Scores of children were allowed to approach Francis' popemobile to receive a coveted papal rosary, and one lucky couple scored a papal autograph on the Vatican parchment they had made commemorating their wedding.
And in the streets of Singapore, dozens of people came out to greet him even just to cheer as his motorcade passed by.
"We just wanted to make sure that we caught his attention, and that we really communicated our love and warm welcome to him here in Singapore," said Lissy Puno, who made posters and bracelets to commemorate the visit.
Francis will visit a center for the elderly Friday and preside over an interfaith youth event before returning to Rome.
___
Ng contributed from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            An explosive wildfire raced toward the Southern California mountain community of Wrightwood. (AP video: Eugene Garcia)
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            A firefighter hoses down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Haze from various wildfires hangs over the downtown skyline Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            A firefighter douses flames in the perimeter of a property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A firefighter works to contain the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A vehicle and surrounding forest are burned after the Bridge Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Members of Riverside County Cal Fire monitor for hot spots while battling the Airport Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 20 | 
            Firefighters hose down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A firefighter stands over burned landscape Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, near El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A firefighter hoses down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A firefighter douses flames in the perimeter of a property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A firefighter hoses down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 20 | 
            A fire-ravaged property is seen after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A reporter takes cell phone images of the devastation left behind by the Airport Fire, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Firefighters hose down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 20 | 
            A jogger passes in front of haze from various wildfires over the downtown skyline Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            A partially burned flag is placed on a property in the aftermath off the Airport Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A Riverside County Fire Dept. firefighter monitors for hot spots overlooking Lake Elsinore after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Haze from various wildfires hangs over the downtown skyline Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            A firefighter douses flames in the perimeter of a property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A firefighter works to contain the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A vehicle and surrounding forest are burned after the Bridge Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Members of Riverside County Cal Fire monitor for hot spots while battling the Airport Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A firefighter douses flames in the perimeter of a property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A firefighter hoses down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 20

                                    
                                    A firefighter hoses down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 20 | 
            A fire-ravaged property is seen after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A reporter takes cell phone images of the devastation left behind by the Airport Fire, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Firefighters hose down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A jogger passes in front of haze from various wildfires over the downtown skyline Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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                                        WRIGHTWOOD, Calif. (AP) -- Firefighters battling three major wildfires in the mountains east of Los Angeles took advantage of cooler weather Wednesday as they slowly gained the upper hand, but not before dozens of homes were destroyed and thousands of people were forced to evacuate.
California is only now heading into the teeth of the wildfire season but already has seen nearly three times as much acreage burn than during all of 2023. The wildfires have threatened tens of thousands of homes and other structures across Southern California since they accelerated during a triple-digit heat wave over the weekend. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

No deaths have been reported, but at least a dozen people, mainly firefighters, have been treated for injuries, mostly heat-related, authorities said. 
In the small community of Wrightwood, about 90 minutes outside Los Angeles, authorities implored residents to flee the exploding Bridge Fire, which has burned more than a dozen homes in the area.

    


Resident Erin Arias said she was racing up the mountain when she got the order to leave and did, grabbing her passport and dog. On Wednesday, she and her husband doused water on the roof of their still-standing home. Their cat was missing, she said.




"It's absolutely scary," Arias said, looking at the burned embers of her neighbor's home. "We're really lucky."
UCLA climate scientist Daniel Swain said the fire moved extraordinarily fast across complex terrain, likely giving residents less time to evacuate than usual and surprising even seasoned fire officials.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Bridge Fire "had to go up mountain sides, burn down slope, jump across valleys, burn across new ridges, and then make it down slope again at least two other times in effectively one burning period," he said.
The full extent of the damage caused by the fires remained unclear. The three blazes are:
-- The Airport Fire in Orange County, which has burned more than 35 square miles (91 square kilometers). The fire was 5% contained Wednesday night and was reportedly sparked by heavy equipment operating in the area. Orange County Fire Capt. Steve Concialdi said eight firefighters have been treated for injuries, mostly heat-related. One resident suffered smoke inhalation and another burns, he said. Several homes burned in El Cariso Village.

    


-- The Line Fire in the San Bernardino National Forest, which was 18% contained Wednesday and had charred 57 square miles (148 square kilometers). The blaze has injured three firefighters. Authorities said it was caused by arson in Highland. A suspect was arrested Tuesday. 
-- The Bridge Fire east of Los Angeles, which grew tenfold in a day and has burned 78 square miles (202 square kilometers), torched at least 33 homes and six cabins and forced the evacuation of 10,000 people. The cause of the fire is not yet known. It remained zero percent contained Wednesday night.
Gov. Gavin Newsom sent National Guard troops in to help with evacuations, and the White House said President Joe Biden was monitoring the situation.
In El Cariso Village, a community of 250 people along Highway 74 in Riverside County, an Associated Press photographer saw at least 10 homes and several cars engulfed in flames. 

    


Orange County Fire Authority Incident Commander Kevin Fetterman said the blaze has been difficult to tame because of the terrain and dry conditions and because some areas hadn't burned in decades.
More than 5,500 homes in Riverside County were under evacuation orders, affecting more than 19,000 residents. Several recreational cabins and structures in the Cleveland National Forest have been damaged.
In San Bernardino County, some 65,600 homes and buildings were under threat by the Line Fire, and residents along the southern edge of Big Bear Lake were told to leave Tuesday. 
The Line Fire blanketed the area with a thick cloud of dark smoke, which provided shade for firefighters trying to get ahead of winds expected later Wednesday, said Fabian Herrera, a spokesperson for those battling the Line Fire.
A man from the town of Norco suspected of starting the Line Fire on Sept. 5 was arrested and charged with arson, San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department said. Officials did not specify what was used to start the fire.

    


Investigators collected evidence from the man's vehicle and home that suggests he could have been involved in starting other fires, San Bernardino County Sheriff Shannon Dicus said Wednesday.
On the Nevada border with California near Reno, the Davis Fire forced thousands of people to evacuate over the weekend, destroyed one home and a dozen structures and charred nearly 9 square miles (23 square kilometers) of timber and brush along the Sierra Nevada's eastern front. 
Rich Meyr and Evelyn Kelley were the first arrivals at an evacuation center set up Wednesday at a recreation center in south Reno. Both said they refused to evacuate previous fires but decided to play it safe this time. 

    


"My son's wedding is Saturday. I threw all the flowers and gowns in the RV and we left. It looks like a garden shop inside that RV," Kelley said. "But who wants to burn alive?"
More than 600 firefighters kept the blaze from growing Wednesday despite high winds that grounded all aircraft that had dropped retardant on the flames over the past two days. The fire was about 30% contained Wednesday night. 
___
Thayer reported from El Cariso Village, Taxin from Santa Ana, California, and Rodriguez from San Francisco. Associated Press writers Scott Sonner in Reno, Nevada, Amy Hanson in Helena, Montana, Jaimie Ding in Los Angeles and Thomas Peipert in Denver contributed.
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                    FILE - A spool of stickers rests on a table at a polling station during Massachusetts state primary voting, Sept. 3, 2024, in Newton, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Jim Duggan uses ChatGPT almost daily to draft marketing emails for his carbon removal credit business in Huntsville, Alabama. But he'd never trust an artificial intelligence chatbot with any questions about the upcoming presidential election.

"I just don't think AI produces truth," the 68-year-old political conservative said in an interview. "Grammar and words, that's something that's concrete. Political thought, judgment, opinions aren't."

Duggan is part of the majority of Americans who do not trust artificial intelligence-powered chatbots or search results to give them accurate answers, according to a survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and USAFacts. About two-thirds of U.S. adults say they are not very or not at all confident that these tools provide reliable and factual information, the poll shows.

    



The findings reveal that even as Americans have started using generative AI-fueled chatbots and search engines in their personal and work lives, most have remained skeptical of these rapidly advancing technologies. That's particularly true when it comes to information about high-stakes events such as elections.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


Earlier this year, a gathering of election officials and AI researchers found that AI tools did poorly when asked relatively basic questions, such as where to find the nearest polling place. Last month, several secretaries of state warned that the AI chatbot developed for the social media platform X was spreading bogus election information, prompting X to tweak the tool so it would first direct users to a federal government website for reliable information.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Large AI models that can generate text, images, videos or audio clips at the click of a button are poorly understood and minimally regulated. Their ability to predict the most plausible next word in a sentence based on vast pools of data allows them to provide sophisticated responses on almost any topic -- but it also makes them vulnerable to errors.

    



Americans are split on whether they think the use of AI will make it more difficult to find accurate information about the 2024 election. About 4 in 10 Americans say the use of AI will make it "much more difficult" or "somewhat more difficult" to find factual information, while another 4 in 10 aren't sure -- saying it won't make it easier or more challenging, according to the poll. A distinct minority, 16%, say AI will make it easier to find accurate information about the election.





Griffin Ryan, a 21-year-old college student at Tulane University in New Orleans, said he doesn't know anyone on his campus who uses AI chatbots to find information about candidates or voting. He doesn't use them either, since he's noticed that it's possible to "basically just bully AI tools into giving you the answers that you want."

The Democrat from Texas said he gets most of his news from mainstream outlets such as CNN, the BBC, NPR, The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal. When it comes to misinformation in the upcoming election, he's more worried that AI-generated deepfakes and AI-fueled bot accounts on social media will sway voter opinions.

    



"I've seen videos of people doing AI deepfakes of politicians and stuff, and these have all been obvious jokes," Ryan said. "But it does worry me when I see those that maybe someone's going to make something serious and actually disseminate it."

A relatively small portion of Americans -- 8% -- think results produced by AI chatbots such as OpenAI's ChatGPT or Anthropic's Claude are always or often based on factual information, according to the poll. They have a similar level of trust in AI-assisted search engines such as Bing or Google, with 12% believing their results are always or often based on facts.

There already have been attempts to influence U.S. voter opinions through AI deepfakes, including AI-generated robocalls that imitated President Joe Biden's voice to convince voters in New Hampshire's January primary to stay home from the polls.

More commonly, AI tools have been used to create fake images of prominent candidates that aim to reinforce particular negative narratives -- from Vice President Kamala Harris in a communist uniform to former President Donald Trump in handcuffs.

    



Ryan, the Tulane student, said his family is fairly media literate, but he has some older relatives who heeded false information about COVID-19 vaccines on Facebook during the pandemic. He said that makes him concerned that they might be susceptible to false or misleading information during the election cycle.

Bevellie Harris, a 71-year-old Democrat from Bakersfield, California, said she prefers getting election information from official government sources, such as the voter pamphlet she receives in the mail ahead of every election.

"I believe it to be more informative," she said, adding that she also likes to look up candidate ads to hear their positions in their own words.

    



___

The poll of 1,019 adults was conducted July 29-Aug. 8, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.0 percentage points.

___

Swenson reported from New York.

___

The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            A memorial is seen at Apalachee High School after the Wednesday school shooting, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Winder, Ga. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE - Georgia House Speaker Jon Burns, R-Newington speaks to reporters after the House adjourns in the early hours of Friday, March 29, 2024 in Atlanta. (Matthew Pearson/WABE via AP, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Georgia's state House speaker says lawmakers in 2025 will consider new policies to foster student mental health, detect guns and encourage people to safely store guns after a school shooting killed four at a high school northeast of Atlanta.
But Republican Jon Burns of Newington is stopping short of Democratic demands that include universal background checks, a mandate to safely lock up guns and a "red flag" law letting the state temporarily take guns from someone in crisis.
The proposals made Thursday by Burns are the first policy response to the Sept. 4 shooting at Apalachee High School in Winder.
The gambit by the Republican leader comes as he tries to protect his party's 102-78 majority in the state House in November's elections. Arguments over gun policy could influence a handful of competitive seats in Atlanta's northern suburbs, including three held by Republican incumbents.

    


"While House Republicans have already made significant investments to strengthen security in our schools, increase access to mental healthcare, and keep our students safe, I am committed to not only continuing this work but pursuing additional policies that help ensure a tragedy like this never happens in our state again," Burns wrote.




It's unclear what response other top Republicans including Gov. Brian Kemp and Lt. Gov Burt Jones will desire. Kemp called the shooting "our worst nightmare" hours after the deaths of teachers Richard Aspinwall, 39, and Cristina Irimie, 53, and students Mason Schermerhorn and Christian Angulo, both 14. Nine others were injured -- seven of them shot.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Democrats have been slamming Republicans, arguing the shooting is an outgrowth of the GOP loosening Georgia's gun laws.
"What makes this more devastating than it already is is knowing that we had the policy tools to prevent this tragedy from ever happening in the first place," Rep. Saira Draper of Atlanta said Friday as she and fellow Democrats demanded a special legislative session on gun violence. "And that we did not use them because my Republican colleagues chose to gamble with our children's lives rather than face the wrath of the gun lobby."

    


Investigators say the shooting was carried out by 14-year-old Colt Gray, charged as an adult with four counts of murder. Authorities charged his 54-year-old father, Colin Gray, with second degree murder, involuntary manslaughter and cruelty to children. Investigators allege Colin Gray gave his son access to a semiautomatic AR-15-style rifle when he knew the teen was a danger to himself and others.
Burns said he wants to consider information sharing among police, schools and mental health workers, a nod to the fact that Colt and Colin Gray were questioned in 2023 by a Jackson County sheriff's deputy over an online post threatening a school shooting. Jackson County Sheriff Janis Mangum has said her office didn't find enough evidence to bring charges. It's unclear if Colt Gray's earlier schools were notified about the threats.
"We are aware that a breakdown in communication between school systems and law enforcement officials allowed the shooter's prior history to slip through the cracks upon his transfer to Apalachee High School," Burns wrote.

    


The speaker also said he wants to expand mental health care for students. The state's voluntary Apex program steers students toward counseling. The program covered 540,000 of Georgia's 1.75 million students in 2022-2023, about 31%.
Burns also wants to examine ways to catch guns before they enter schools. Some schools are using camera systems and artificial intelligence to try to detect guns instead of metal detectors.
The speaker proposes increasing penalties for threats against schools, saying he wants to crack down on copycat threats seen since the shooting. Criminal penalties would apply only to those charged as adults, and most threat makers have been arrested as juveniles.
Finally, Burns said House Republicans would again promote safe firearm storage. The House passed legislation this year to create a state income tax credit of up to $300 for the purchase of gun safes, trigger locks, other security devices or the costs of courses on safe firearms handling. The Senate preferred a bill exempting gun safes and other safety devices from state sales tax. Both bills failed after the chambers couldn't agree.

    


Democrats gained little traction on legislation that would have created a misdemeanor crime for negligently failing to secure firearms accessed by children. Rep. Michelle Au, a Johns Creek Democrat, has promised to bring back that measure. 
The speaker said he's open to other proposals, saying the House will "examine every reasonable idea and solution to protect and defend the most vulnerable among us -- our children -- while also protecting the right and privilege of our citizens to protect their families and property."

    


Burns argued that previous school safety efforts reduced the toll at Apalachee, helping pay for wearable panic buttons that alerted authorities and school resource officers who responded.
State lawmakers and Kemp earlier approved multiple rounds of one-time security grants, totaling $184 million.
The budget that began July 1 includes more than $100 million in ongoing funding, enough to provide $47,000 a year to each public school for safety. Schools can use that for chosen security purposes, though Kemp has said he wanted it to help underwrite a security officer for each school.
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            People in Hanoi waded through flood waters Thursday in the wake of Typhoon Yagi, which swept through Vietnam over the weekend.
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            People wade in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            Local resident Nguyen Thi Hoa carries food to her home in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            A woman carrying her dog wades in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            A man pushes his motorbike in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            People carrying belongings wade in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sep. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            Local resident Mai Anh, carrying her dog, reacts after seeing her flooded shop in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sep. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            A woman wades in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            A man pushes his motorcycle in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sep. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            People carrying belongings wade in flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            Rescue officers carry people on boat in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            People wade in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            A woman carrying food wades in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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        Death toll climbs to 199 in Vietnam as typhoon's aftermath brings flash floods and landslides
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                                    People in Hanoi waded through flood waters Thursday in the wake of Typhoon Yagi, which swept through Vietnam over the weekend.


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 13 | 
            People wade in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            Local resident Nguyen Thi Hoa carries food to her home in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 13

                                    
                                    Local resident Nguyen Thi Hoa carries food to her home in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 13 | 
            A woman carrying her dog wades in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 13 | 
            A man pushes his motorbike in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            People carrying belongings wade in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sep. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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                                    People carrying belongings wade in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sep. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            Local resident Mai Anh, carrying her dog, reacts after seeing her flooded shop in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sep. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            A woman wades in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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                                    A woman wades in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            A man pushes his motorcycle in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sep. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            People carrying belongings wade in flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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                                    People carrying belongings wade in flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            Rescue officers carry people on boat in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 13

                                    
                                    Rescue officers carry people on boat in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            People wade in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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            A woman carrying food wades in a flooded street in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi, in Hanoi, Vietnam on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Hau Dinh)
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                                        HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -- Nearly 200 people have died in Vietnam in the aftermath of Typhoon Yagi and 128 are missing as flash floods and landslides take their toll, state media reported Thursday.
Vietnam's VNExpress newspaper reported that 199 people have died while more than 800 have been injured. 
In the capital, flood waters from the Red River receded slightly but many areas were still inundated with water neck-high in some places. 
In Hanoi's Tay Ho district, people waded through muddy brown water above their knees to make their way along one street, some still wearing their bicycle and motorcycle helmets after abandoning their vehicles along the way.
A few paddled along the road in small boats as empty water bottles, a stryofoam cooler and other flotsam drifted by; one man pushed his motorbike toward drier ground in an aluminum sloop. 

    


Pedestrians hiked up their shorts as high as possible to avoid being soaked by the wake caused by a delivery truck powering its way through the water. 
Bakery owner Mai Anh evacuated the area with her family to shelter with her parents, but returned Thursday to check on her shop and found more than two feet (half a meter) of water still inside.




"I can't do business with the flood like this," she said. "The goods in my shop are all destroyed." 
The flooding in Hanoi has been reportedly the worst in two decades. 
Residents started evacuating the area Tuesday as the flood waters rose, and power and drinking water have been cut since Wednesday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The flood waters damaged the doors to Hoang Anh Tu's home, from which he operates a beer shop. Though he and his family were able to relocate to his parents' house, they have had to take turns guarding the building. 
"It's very difficult," he said. "We haven't even been able to assess the damage because the flood came so fast."
Yagi was the strongest typhoon to hit the Southeast Asian country in decades. It made landfall Saturday with winds of up to 149 kph (92 mph). Despite weakening on Sunday, downpours continued and rivers remain dangerously high.

    


Australia's Foreign Ministry on Thursday said it was providing $2 million in humanitarian relief, emergency supplies and other essential services in response. It said a Royal Australian Air Force transport aircraft had already delivered essential provisions such as shelters and hygiene kits Wednesday night. 
The death toll spiked earlier in the week as a flash flood swept away the entire hamlet of Lang Nu in northern Vietnam's Lao Cai province Tuesday. 
Hundreds of rescue personnel worked tirelessly Wednesday to search for survivors, but as of Thursday morning 53 villagers remained missing, VNExpress reported, while seven more bodies were found, bringing the death toll there to 42. 
Floods and landslides have caused most of the deaths, many of which have come in the northwestern Lao Cai province, bordering China, where Lang Nu is located. Lao Cai province is also home to the popular trekking destination of Sapa. 
On Monday, a bridge collapsed and a bus was swept away by flooding, killing dozens of people. 

    


The steel bridge in Phu Tho province over the engorged Red River collapsed, sending 10 cars and trucks along with two motorbikes into the river. The bus carrying 20 people was swept into a flooded stream by a landslide in mountainous Cao Bang province. 
Experts say storms like Typhoon Yagi are getting stronger due to climate change, as warmer ocean waters provide more energy to fuel them, leading to higher winds and heavier rainfall. 
___
Rising reported from Bangkok.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/vietnam-flooding-typhoon-yagi-43af9564655861bafb2b6a211f8bd679
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            Spend some time in South Korea and you will see reminders everywhere of North Korea's potential nuclear menace -- and a whole range of ways residents read its actions. (AP video: Jae Hong and Yong Jun Chang/ Production: Serginho Roosblad)
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            2 of 30 | 
            A tourist views high-rise apartment buildings from a bus in Incheon, South Korea, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 30 | 
            A woman walks past bronze sculptures portraying Korean War refugees in Busan, South Korea, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Busan, the only major city in the country not occupied by North Korean forces during the war, served as a refuge for those fleeing the conflict. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            4 of 30 | 
            People spend time in Yeouido Hangang Park, a popular destination for both residents and tourists, in Seoul, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            5 of 30 | 
            Cars drive along quiet roads at dawn in Seoul with Bukhan Mountain in the distance, Friday, May 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            6 of 30 | 
            A commuter walks past a banner that reads, "The Future of a Unified Korea, Peace High-Speed Railway, from Gwangmyeong to Pyongyang," at Gwangmyeong station in Gwangmyeong, South Korea, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            7 of 30 | 
            Two tourists jump together as they pose for photos with the Han River in the background at Yeouido Hangang Park, a popular spot for both residents and visitors, as dusk falls over Seoul, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            8 of 30 | 
            A statue of Lee Seung-bok, a 9-year-old boy who was killed in 1968 by North Korean infiltrators, is accompanied by an inscription that reads, "I hate communists," at the Lee Seung-bok Memorial Hall in Pyeongchang, South Korea, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            9 of 30 | 
            A visitor looks at a painting that depicts the murder of Lee Seung-bok and his family by North Korean infiltrators in 1968 at the Lee Seung-bok Memorial Hall in Pyeongchang, South Korea, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            10 of 30 | 
            The 63 Building, once the tallest skyscraper in Asia, stands by the Han River, reflecting the light of the setting sun in Seoul, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            11 of 30 | 
            A man walks down the steps of a metro station that doubles as an emergency shelter in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, May 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            12 of 30 | 
            People form lines in front of food trucks at Yeouido Hangang Park, a popular destination for both residents and tourists, as dusk falls in Seoul, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            13 of 30 | 
            A worker places small South Korean flags at the graves of Korean soldiers who died in the Korean War ahead of Memorial Day at Seoul National Cemetery in Seoul, Thursday, May 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            14 of 30 | 
            Two women dressed in traditional hanbok laugh as they pose for photos at Gyeongbok Palace, the main royal palace during the Joseon Dynasty, in Seoul, Thursday, May 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)d
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            15 of 30 | 
            Standing behind a drill instructor, recruits wave to their family members during an induction ceremony at a Marine Corps base in Pohang, South Korea, Monday, May 27, 2024. In South Korea, military service is mandatory for most men. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            16 of 30 | 
            Kim Min-joo, left, feels the short haircut of her boyfriend, Kim Shin-hwa, on a train as they head to a Marine Corps induction ceremony in Pohang, South Korea, Monday, May 27, 2024. "As a South Korean man, I must enlist in military service at some point early in my life. No matter how frequently North Korea provokes or tensions rise, I cannot avoid my duty," said the recruit. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            17 of 30 | 
            Yeon Soo Lee, 55, a kitchenware business owner from Gangneung, comforts his sobbing wife, Sun Young Kim, as they watch their son leave the training ground and head to his barracks after an induction ceremony at a Marine base in Pohang, South Korea, Monday, May 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            18 of 30 | 
            A tour guide holds a map while explaining the Korean War to tourists on a bus heading to Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            19 of 30 | 
            A directional sign showing the distance to North Korea's Kaesong and Seoul stands in front of fences adorned with ribbons bearing messages wishing for the reunification of the two Koreas at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            20 of 30 | 
            Tourists use binoculars to view North Korea from the Dora Observation Post in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) in Paju, South Korea, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            21 of 30 | 
            Members of a right-wing group supporting the U.S., wave South Korean and American flags while chanting slogans during a rally near the U.S. Embassy in Seoul, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            22 of 30 | 
            Choi Young-kyung, center, a retired piano tutor, sings in the choir practice room at Youngnak Presbyterian Church in Seoul, Sunday, May 26, 2024. "I don't think North Korea can easily start a war as long as the U.S. military is stationed in South Korea. They know that the U.S. will retaliate if they attack us," said Choi. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            23 of 30 | 
            Rev. Chung Joon-hee, a pastor at Youngnak Presbyterian Church, stands for a portrait in Seoul, Sunday, May 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            24 of 30 | 
            Jung Dong-won, a group member organized to show support for and protect the U.S. embassy, enters a small booth adorned with a Captain America image across the street from the embassy in Seoul on Thursday, May 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            25 of 30 | 
            Commuters watch a news channel at Seoul Station in Seoul, Tuesday, May 28, 2024, showing North Korean leader Kim Jong Un after a rocket launched by North Korea to deploy a spy satellite exploded shortly after launch the previous day. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            26 of 30 | 
            Shin Nari, a 34-year-old graduate student who says she is worried about nuclear war, stands for a portrait in an underground parking lot that also serves as a bomb shelter in Seoul, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            27 of 30 | 
            Jung Myungja, 73, climbs up the steps of a small bunker dug into the yard of her home in Seoul, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            28 of 30 | 
            Jung Myungja, 73, sits for a portrait in a small bunker dug into the yard of her home in Seoul, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            29 of 30 | 
            A mannequin wearing a gas mask stands next to a board explaining how to put it on at the War Memorial of Korea in Seoul, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            30 of 30 | 
            A boy runs across an exhibition hall displaying Sherman tanks, the main battle tanks used during the Korean War, at the War Memorial of Korea in Seoul, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    Spend some time in South Korea and you will see reminders everywhere of North Korea's potential nuclear menace -- and a whole range of ways residents read its actions. (AP video: Jae Hong and Yong Jun Chang/ Production: Serginho Roosblad)
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            2 of 30 | 
            A tourist views high-rise apartment buildings from a bus in Incheon, South Korea, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            3 of 30 | 
            A woman walks past bronze sculptures portraying Korean War refugees in Busan, South Korea, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Busan, the only major city in the country not occupied by North Korean forces during the war, served as a refuge for those fleeing the conflict. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            4 of 30 | 
            People spend time in Yeouido Hangang Park, a popular destination for both residents and tourists, in Seoul, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            5 of 30 | 
            Cars drive along quiet roads at dawn in Seoul with Bukhan Mountain in the distance, Friday, May 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 30 | 
            A commuter walks past a banner that reads, "The Future of a Unified Korea, Peace High-Speed Railway, from Gwangmyeong to Pyongyang," at Gwangmyeong station in Gwangmyeong, South Korea, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 30

                                    
                                    A commuter walks past a banner that reads, "The Future of a Unified Korea, Peace High-Speed Railway, from Gwangmyeong to Pyongyang," at Gwangmyeong station in Gwangmyeong, South Korea, Thursday, May 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 30 | 
            Two tourists jump together as they pose for photos with the Han River in the background at Yeouido Hangang Park, a popular spot for both residents and visitors, as dusk falls over Seoul, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 30

                                    
                                    Two tourists jump together as they pose for photos with the Han River in the background at Yeouido Hangang Park, a popular spot for both residents and visitors, as dusk falls over Seoul, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 30 | 
            A statue of Lee Seung-bok, a 9-year-old boy who was killed in 1968 by North Korean infiltrators, is accompanied by an inscription that reads, "I hate communists," at the Lee Seung-bok Memorial Hall in Pyeongchang, South Korea, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            9 of 30 | 
            A visitor looks at a painting that depicts the murder of Lee Seung-bok and his family by North Korean infiltrators in 1968 at the Lee Seung-bok Memorial Hall in Pyeongchang, South Korea, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            10 of 30 | 
            The 63 Building, once the tallest skyscraper in Asia, stands by the Han River, reflecting the light of the setting sun in Seoul, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            11 of 30 | 
            A man walks down the steps of a metro station that doubles as an emergency shelter in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, May 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            12 of 30 | 
            People form lines in front of food trucks at Yeouido Hangang Park, a popular destination for both residents and tourists, as dusk falls in Seoul, Wednesday, May 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            13 of 30 | 
            A worker places small South Korean flags at the graves of Korean soldiers who died in the Korean War ahead of Memorial Day at Seoul National Cemetery in Seoul, Thursday, May 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            14 of 30 | 
            Two women dressed in traditional hanbok laugh as they pose for photos at Gyeongbok Palace, the main royal palace during the Joseon Dynasty, in Seoul, Thursday, May 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)d
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            15 of 30 | 
            Standing behind a drill instructor, recruits wave to their family members during an induction ceremony at a Marine Corps base in Pohang, South Korea, Monday, May 27, 2024. In South Korea, military service is mandatory for most men. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            16 of 30 | 
            Kim Min-joo, left, feels the short haircut of her boyfriend, Kim Shin-hwa, on a train as they head to a Marine Corps induction ceremony in Pohang, South Korea, Monday, May 27, 2024. "As a South Korean man, I must enlist in military service at some point early in my life. No matter how frequently North Korea provokes or tensions rise, I cannot avoid my duty," said the recruit. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            17 of 30 | 
            Yeon Soo Lee, 55, a kitchenware business owner from Gangneung, comforts his sobbing wife, Sun Young Kim, as they watch their son leave the training ground and head to his barracks after an induction ceremony at a Marine base in Pohang, South Korea, Monday, May 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            18 of 30 | 
            A tour guide holds a map while explaining the Korean War to tourists on a bus heading to Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            19 of 30 | 
            A directional sign showing the distance to North Korea's Kaesong and Seoul stands in front of fences adorned with ribbons bearing messages wishing for the reunification of the two Koreas at the Imjingak Pavilion in Paju, South Korea, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            20 of 30 | 
            Tourists use binoculars to view North Korea from the Dora Observation Post in the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) in Paju, South Korea, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            21 of 30 | 
            Members of a right-wing group supporting the U.S., wave South Korean and American flags while chanting slogans during a rally near the U.S. Embassy in Seoul, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            22 of 30 | 
            Choi Young-kyung, center, a retired piano tutor, sings in the choir practice room at Youngnak Presbyterian Church in Seoul, Sunday, May 26, 2024. "I don't think North Korea can easily start a war as long as the U.S. military is stationed in South Korea. They know that the U.S. will retaliate if they attack us," said Choi. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            23 of 30 | 
            Rev. Chung Joon-hee, a pastor at Youngnak Presbyterian Church, stands for a portrait in Seoul, Sunday, May 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            24 of 30 | 
            Jung Dong-won, a group member organized to show support for and protect the U.S. embassy, enters a small booth adorned with a Captain America image across the street from the embassy in Seoul on Thursday, May 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            25 of 30 | 
            Commuters watch a news channel at Seoul Station in Seoul, Tuesday, May 28, 2024, showing North Korean leader Kim Jong Un after a rocket launched by North Korea to deploy a spy satellite exploded shortly after launch the previous day. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Shin Nari, a 34-year-old graduate student who says she is worried about nuclear war, stands for a portrait in an underground parking lot that also serves as a bomb shelter in Seoul, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            27 of 30 | 
            Jung Myungja, 73, climbs up the steps of a small bunker dug into the yard of her home in Seoul, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            28 of 30 | 
            Jung Myungja, 73, sits for a portrait in a small bunker dug into the yard of her home in Seoul, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    Jung Myungja, 73, sits for a portrait in a small bunker dug into the yard of her home in Seoul, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            29 of 30 | 
            A mannequin wearing a gas mask stands next to a board explaining how to put it on at the War Memorial of Korea in Seoul, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    A mannequin wearing a gas mask stands next to a board explaining how to put it on at the War Memorial of Korea in Seoul, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            30 of 30 | 
            A boy runs across an exhibition hall displaying Sherman tanks, the main battle tanks used during the Korean War, at the War Memorial of Korea in Seoul, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                        POHANG, South Korea (AP) -- There are two Koreas, North and South. But there's also more than one South Korea, with the nation split into camps with polar opposite views on the danger posed by the nuclear-armed neighbor to the north.
This division in South Korean sentiment has lasted through a tumultuous history of war, dictatorship, poverty and, in recent decades, head-spinning though unevenly distributed economic growth. Differing views on North Korea are now sharper than ever, influenced -- or not -- by Pyongyang's repeated vows to attack South Korea and its buildup of nuclear-capable weapons. 
Spend some time in South Korea and you will see reminders everywhere of North Korea's potential nuclear menace -- and the contrasting ways residents read Pyongyang's actions. 
Older people and conservatives often have more unease about North Korea than liberals and younger people. But a sweeping generalization isn't possible. Many young people are also afraid. And some older people who have spent their lives hearing angry warnings from North Korea feel no fear at all. 

    


Relations with North Korea often improve with liberal South Korean governments eager for dialogue, and plummet with conservative leaders like the current hard-line president. A tough stance in Seoul usually means Pyongyang stages more weapons tests, as happened on Thursday, and issues more bellicose statements, which leads to frenzied South Korean media coverage. During the previous liberal government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un had summits with then-South Korean President Moon Jae-in, which set up meetings between Kim and former U.S. President Donald Trump. 




Many in South Korea discount the nuclear peril as hollow because of a simple truth: Aside from occasional deadly skirmishes, the North hasn't backed up its vows to use its weapons in a full-scale attack on the South. Still, for South Koreans paying attention to the whiplash speed of North Korea's nuclear and missile development, there is plenty of distress.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Associated Press interviewed and photographed dozens of South Koreans to explain this unique, fragmented perception of the nation's biggest rival, North Korea.

    


Out of the blue
"Kim Jong Un might really use a nuke," said Kim Jaehyun, a 22-year-old undergraduate law student. "North Korea could really attack us out of the blue."
He stockpiles a bulletproof vest and other military gear in the event of a war. While many South Koreans his age know little about national defense policies, Kim attends North Korea security seminars and reads articles on war scenarios. 
Kim links his worries, in part, to the day in 2022 when, while serving as an infantryman along the border, he heard that Pyongyang had flown a drone into South Korean territory, breaking an inter-Korean military agreement.
"There needs to be at least one person like me who can raise how dangerous" North Korea is, Kim said. "People just take the looming threats too lightly. It's like they see the knife coming closer to them but never think the knife could stab them."

    


That's not the case for Shin Nari, who can quickly quantify her worry about nuclear war.
"Number-wise, from 1 to 10, I would say 8. ... I take it very seriously," said Shin, 34, a master's student at the University of North Korean Studies in Seoul. A war could happen anytime, she says. "In a few seconds, we could just blow up here."
Shin's bookshelves are filled with North Korea-related topics, and her goal is to work for her country as a policymaker. She has a small stockpile of bottled water and canned goods in case of a nuclear attack. "It makes me satisfied that I could live at least 14 days, maybe a month."
A decision for war? 
South Koreans have long been divided on North Korea. 
Here are some facts: The North attacked the South in June 1950, five years after Soviet and American forces split the Korean Peninsula in half at the end of World War II. The end of the Korean War in 1953 resulted in an uneasy cease-fire. This means that the Korean Peninsula, separated by the world's most heavily armed border, is still technically at war. 

    


Much of the unease in the South is linked to the nuclear bombs. 
North Korea has been building its nuclear program for decades, but it started in earnest in the 1990s. Over the years, through on-again, off-again disarmament negotiations, the North has conducted a barrage of missile and nuclear tests. The goal is an arsenal of accurate, long-range nuclear-capable missiles. 
There are still technical issues the North needs to master, but the development of such an arsenal may only be a matter of time. Pyongyang is estimated by some experts to currently have as many as 60 warheads. 
Many believe Kim Jong Un won't risk war because the United States-South Korea military alliance would respond with overwhelming force, obliterating the North's leadership. But there are growing questions in South Korea about the U.S. commitment to back up its "nuclear umbrella" protecting the South, with repeated polls showing that more than half want Seoul to build its own nukes.

    


Two experts who regularly visited North Korea -- former senior U.S. intelligence official Robert Carlin and Siegfried Hecker, former director of the Los Alamos National Laboratory -- argued at the beginning of this year that Kim had "made a strategic decision to go to war," creating a situation on the Korean Peninsula that's "more dangerous than it has been at any time since early June 1950." 
Like fish in water
"If a fish lives in water, it doesn't think about the water," said the Rev. Chung Joon-hee, a pastor at Youngnak Presbyterian Church in Seoul, one of South Korea's biggest and most influential churches, explaining why many South Koreans pay little attention to North Korea.
"This is our world," he said on a busy Sunday at his church, which was set up by a pastor born in what is now North Korea and North Korean refugees. "There is nowhere to hide or go. ... If there is a provocation or anything that happens, we have to accept that as context in our life."
Most people, Chung said, see tensions with North Korea as "just a given."
"The fact that we are divided, the fact that there is a threat up there, the fact that they can do crazy things. ... Other than prayer, there is not much we can be ready for," he said.
A vivid reminder that South Korea -- for all its modern, high-tech veneer -- is a country technically at war could be seen recently when hundreds of young men gathered at a military base in Pohang to begin 18 months of mandatory military service. The marine band played sentimental songs about parting from loved ones, and the young recruits, still in their civilian clothes and haircuts, knelt with their faces on the ground, to show their gratitude to friends and family in the review stands.
"I feel worried and hope he won't get injured," said Yeon Soo Lee, 55, a kitchenware business owner from Gangneung whose son is becoming a third-generation marine. "But I have no concern that he will be involved in a possible war that North Korea has been implying will happen these days."
Others were also unfazed. 
"I cannot say there is a zero percent chance of war, but I just don't think of it at all. I cannot live each day full of worries," said Kim Shin Hwa, 21, another marine recruit. 
His father, Kim Jong Soo, a 56-year-old office worker, said South Koreans have become numb to the barrage of news about North Korean provocations. His reaction, when he hears that North Korea has test-fired a missile: "'Oh, they did it again.' We pay more attention to our daily lives."
But even the unworried know worriers.
Kim Jong Soo said his brother-in-law "is more sensitive than me" and has stockpiled bottles of water and instant noodles in case of a war.
Kwon Young-il, a 28-year-old car seller who completed his active duty in the military in 2021 and is now in the reserves, isn't concerned about war. 
What does he worry about? "Whether I should get a lunch box provided by the army or buy my own lunch at the post exchange," he said of his reserve training. "None of my friends seriously think I will have to fight against North Korea."
The fear
Gauging South Korean opinion on the North is notoriously difficult. 
Publicly, South Koreans tend to be nonchalant about a danger that has been around their entire lives. Some feel that North Korea is working from a tried-and-true playbook where it repeatedly raises tensions with weapons demonstrations and belligerent rhetoric in order to lay the groundwork for negotiations meant to win concessions. Others have an abiding faith in Washington's rhetoric about its "ironclad alliance" with Seoul. But there is a great deal of apprehension, too. 
A 2023 telephone survey of 1,001 adults in South Korea showed that 45% worried about North Korea's nuclear program while 30% said they didn't, according to the state-funded Korea Institute for National Unification, which commissioned the survey.
Alarm spikes after big provocations, like North Korean nuke tests.
In 1994, panicked crowds emptied stores of instant ramen and rice after a North Korean negotiator threatened to turn Seoul into a "sea of fire." South Koreans have since gotten used to that language. 
Another thing that plays into North Korean nuclear anxiety in Seoul is Trump. 
The former U.S. president repeatedly questioned the decades-long Seoul-Washington alliance. This, along with the North's rapid progress on nuclear-tipped missiles that could hit the U.S. mainland, has raised serious questions in Seoul about whether Washington would fulfill its oft-stated pledge to respond with its own nuclear weapons if the North attacked South Korea. 
U.S. officials maintain they would instantly hit back if North Korea attacked. There are nearly 30,000 American troops in South Korea and another 50,000 in nearby Japan.
In a recent speech, South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol laid out a vision that "clearly rejects the legitimacy of the 'Democratic People's Republic of Korea' (North Korea's formal name) and the idea of unification through a gradual process of integration and extensive cross-border cooperation," according to Daniel Sneider, an East Asia expert at Stanford University.
"The warring visions of unification offered by President Yoon and North Korean leader Kim" -- who wants a Korea ruled by Pyongyang -- "are likely to lead to even greater inter-Korean tensions," Sneider wrote.
The bunker
After North Korea launched a satellite into orbit in November -- which Seoul and Washington viewed as a disguised test of long-range missile technology -- and the Seoul city government sent out evacuation alerts erroneously, Jung Myungja made a big decision: "It would be such a relief to have a place nearby for my family members to hide."
So the 73-year-old hired a company to dig a bunker, about the size of a medium-sized walk-in closet, below the courtyard of her house on the outskirts of Seoul.
Her son-in-law, Park Seung Tae, a 45-year-old office worker, said the bunker could protect the family for a week or two "if a nuke is ever dropped here."
The company that built the bunker has secured three other such contracts and just started construction on one in eastern Seoul. Similar bunkers take about a month to build and cost up to 40 million Korean won ($30,000), the company says.
"You never know what the future holds," Jung said. "These days you get local news and (expert) opinions that say there is likely going to be another war in this country. I personally think that can really happen again."
___
Associated Press writer Hyung-jin Kim in Seoul contributed.
___
The Associated Press receives support for nuclear security coverage from the Carnegie Corporation of New York and Outrider Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/south-korea-divided-north-nuclear-threats-e4c272c59dee1a908c7a26fc7705b5a8
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and U.K. Foreign Secretary David Lammy met with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv on Wednesday as the two diplomats traveled together at a crucial point in Ukraine's standoff with Russia.
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            2 of 23 | 
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and British Foreign Secretary David Lammy arrive at the train station in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            3 of 23 | 
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy meet with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the Mariinsky Palace in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            4 of 23 | 
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during a joint news conference with Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, and Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            5 of 23 | 
            Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, speaks during a joint news conference with Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            6 of 23 | 
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Ukraine's Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal at the Cabinet of Ministers in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            7 of 23 | 
            President of Ukraine Volodymyr Zelenskyy attends the Fourth Crimea Platform Leaders Summit in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (Leon Neal/Pool via AP)
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            8 of 23 | 
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, right, and Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha attend a joint news conference at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            9 of 23 | 
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, speaks as he stands with Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, and Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha, center, during a joint news conference at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            10 of 23 | 
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during a joint news conference with Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, and Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 23 | 
            Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, right, looks across as Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha speaks during a joint news conference with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            12 of 23 | 
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, greets Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha at the end of a joint news conference with Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            13 of 23 | 
            Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, speaks during a joint news conference with Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha, left, and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            14 of 23 | 
            Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, speaks during a joint news conference with Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha and U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            15 of 23 | 
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a joint news conference with Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, and Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            16 of 23 | 
            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy, and Ukraine's Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha, left, arrive to attend a joint news conference at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Efrem Lukatsky)
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            17 of 23 | 
            Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy speaks during a meeting with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the Mariinsky Palace in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            18 of 23 | 
            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy gestures during a meeting U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy at the Mariinsky Palace in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            19 of 23 | 
            U. S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks with chef Yevhen Klopotenko as he visits a restaurant in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            20 of 23 | 
            US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, listens as UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy, right, speaks during the Fourth Crimea Platform Leaders Summit in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (Leon Neal/Pool via AP)
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            21 of 23 | 
            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy prepares to meet U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy at the Mariinsky Palace in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and British Foreign Secretary David Lammy arrive at the train station in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Ukraine's Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal at the Cabinet of Ministers in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            U. S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks with chef Yevhen Klopotenko as he visits a restaurant in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, listens as UK Foreign Secretary David Lammy, right, speaks during the Fourth Crimea Platform Leaders Summit in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (Leon Neal/Pool via AP)
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            Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy prepares to meet U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Britain's Foreign Secretary David Lammy at the Mariinsky Palace in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Bridget Brink attend an event to promote civil society engagement in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with Ukraine's Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal at the Cabinet of Ministers in Kyiv, Ukraine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- The United States and Britain pledged nearly $1.5 billion in additional aid to Ukraine on Wednesday during a visit to Kyiv by their top diplomats as Ukrainian officials renewed their pleas to use Western-provided missiles against targets deeper inside Russia.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced more than $700 million in humanitarian aid, while British Foreign Secretary David Lammy confirmed that his country would provide another $782 million in assistance and loan guarantees. Much of the effort was aimed at bolstering the energy grid that Russia has repeatedly pounded ahead of an expected difficult winter.
Blinken and Lammy traveled together to the Ukrainian capital on a rare joint tour to underscore their commitment to the country in its war. Air-raid sirens sounded repeatedly during the visit, causing delays in their schedule and forcing them to cancel a wreath-laying ceremony.

    


Blinken said he would bring the discussion with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy about the missiles "back to Washington to brief the president." Blinken said U.S. President Joe Biden and British Prime Minister Keir Starmer will "no doubt" talk about the issue when they meet Friday in Washington.




"Speaking for the United States, we have adjusted and adapted as needs have changed, as the battlefield has changed. And I have no doubt that we'll continue to do that as this evolves," Blinken told a news conference.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The diplomatic visit unfolded as Russia's bigger and better-equipped army bears down on Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region and conducts aerial attacks on cities across the country using missiles, glide bombs and drones that claim many civilian casualties.
Lammy said the 2 1/2-year conflict is at a "critical" juncture following Ukraine's daring incursion  last month into Russia's Kursk region.
"We convey the deepest condolences for the shocking attacks that we have seen, over the loss of civilian life, particularly women and children -- horrific, barbaric, unbelievable," Lammy said.

    


But relations between Ukraine and its Western partners have been increasingly strained by Kyiv's repeated appeals for the West's authorization to use long-range weapons from the United States and other allies to strike targets deeper inside Russia.
That issue took on added urgency after Russia's latest reported acquisition of ballistic missiles from Iran, but Western leaders have so far balked at Ukraine's request, fearing that, if granted, it could escalate the war.
Biden has allowed Ukraine to fire U.S.-provided missiles across the border into Russia in self-defense, but has largely limited the distance they can be fired.
Zelenskyy said he hoped for changes to those limitations.
"Let's count on some strong decisions, at least," he said. "For us, it's very important."
He said he hoped to speak to Biden later this month, noting that U.S. military and financial support is crucial.
"We rely heavily on it, and frankly, we can't prevail without it," Zelenskyy said.
However, U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin last week pushed back on the idea that long-range strikes would be a game-changer.

    


"I don't believe one capability is going to be decisive, and I stand by that comment," Austin said at a meeting of allied military leaders in Germany. The Ukrainians have other means to strike long-range targets, he added.
Ukrainian Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal told Lammy he hoped an agreement on using long-range assets "for strikes on the territory of our enemy" could be reached. "We hope for your help and support in this issue."
A hard winter likely lies ahead for Ukraine. Its power grid is under severe strain after Russian missiles and drones knocked out around 70% of the country's generation capacity.
Kyiv officials will also have to navigate the outcome of the U.S. election in November, which could produce important policy shifts in Washington. Former President Donald Trump said in a presidential debate Tuesday that he wants the war to end but did not clearly say he wants Ukraine to win.

    


"We remain committed to Ukraine's victory," Blinken said. "The bottom line is this: We want Ukraine to win."
Ukrainian officials politely sidestepped making any comment on the debate. Zelenskyy said he did not watch it, while Ukraine's foreign minister, Andrii Sybiha, insisted U.S. policy was ultimately unlikely to change.
"Yes, it's clear that there will be a new president. But we believe, and are convinced, in the strong support of the American people," Sybiha said. "We are firmly, firmly convinced that this support will continue."
The latest American aid package includes $325 million in energy support to help repair and restore Ukraine's power generation facilities, provide emergency backup power for critical services and strengthen the physical security of energy infrastructure.

    


Some $290 million will fund food, water, shelter, health care and education programs for Ukrainians in need in the country and refugees outside the country. The remaining $102 million will be used for mine-removal work.
Late last week, the U.S. announced it would send $250 million more in weapons to Ukraine, including air-defense missiles and artillery.
Wednesday's visit was, unusually, announced in advance -- a public signal of American and British support for Ukraine.
The British diplomats reached the Ukrainian capital by train from Poland. Blinken traveled from London, where he accused Iran of providing Russia with Fath-360 short-range ballistic missiles, calling the move a "dramatic escalation" of the war.
Referring to those missiles, Shmyhal added: "Russia's use of weapons from its terrorist allies to strike at Ukraine continues their genocidal war and terrorism on our territory. We must be able to respond to such terrorism in kind by destroying military targets on their territory to ensure greater safety for our citizens."
___
Associated Press writers Jill Lawless in London and Derek Gatopoulos in Kyiv contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/blinken-lammy-ukraine-russia-missiles-0584fb5f4cf2b89f9b4eea1358700a91
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            An explosive wildfire raced toward the Southern California mountain community of Wrightwood. (AP video: Eugene Garcia)
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            Apocalyptic-looking plumes of smoke dotted skies over parts of Southern California on Tuesday as firefighters continued to battle at least three major wildfires that erupted amid a blistering heat wave and were threatening tens of thousands of homes and buildings. (AP video by Eugene Garcia and production by Ao Gao)
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            Members of Riverside County Cal Fire monitor for hot spots while battling the Airport Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A firefighter hoses down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            A vehicle and surrounding forest are burned after the Bridge Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Horses stand near stables consumed by the Bridge Fire in Wrightwood, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            A fire-ravaged property is seen after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A reporter takes cell phone images of the devastation left behind by the Airport Fire, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A fire-ravaged landscape surrounds a property after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Firefighters hose down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Firefighters hose down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Firefighters watch as the Bridge Fire burns near homes in Wrightwood, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Firefighters establish a defense perimeter around a house threatened by the Bridge Fire in Wrightwood, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            Firefighters are illuminated by the glow of the Bridge Fire in Wrightwood, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Smoke from California wildfires obscures the view of casinos northbound on the Las Vegas Strip in Las Vegas, Nev., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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            A fire-ravaged property is seen after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            19 of 25 | 
            Members of Riverside County Cal Fire walk up a hillside while battling the Airport Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A Riverside County Fire Dept. firefighter monitors for hot spots overlooking Lake Elsinore after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Firetrucks are seen around a building as scorched trees smolder during the Bridge Fire in Wrightwood, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Vehicles burn as the Airport Fire sweeps through Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in El Cariso, an unincorporated community in Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            A vehicle burns from the Airport Fire Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in El Cariso, an unincorporated community in Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            24 of 25 | 
            Firefighters battle the Airport Fire, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in El Cariso, an unincorporated community in Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            Rich Meyr, 82, left, and Evelyn Kelley, 77, sit at an evacuation center for those in the path of regional wildfires, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Reno, Nevada. The two were the first -- and so far only - arrivals at a new evacuation center set up Wednesday at a recreation center in south Reno where the Red Cross was prepared to handle 100 or more people if necessary. (AP Photo/Scott Sonner)
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                                    Apocalyptic-looking plumes of smoke dotted skies over parts of Southern California on Tuesday as firefighters continued to battle at least three major wildfires that erupted amid a blistering heat wave and were threatening tens of thousands of homes and buildings. (AP video by Eugene Garcia and production by Ao Gao)
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            Members of Riverside County Cal Fire monitor for hot spots while battling the Airport Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 25

                                    
                                    Members of Riverside County Cal Fire monitor for hot spots while battling the Airport Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 25 | 
            A firefighter hoses down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 25

                                    
                                    A firefighter hoses down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 25 | 
            A vehicle and surrounding forest are burned after the Bridge Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Horses stand near stables consumed by the Bridge Fire in Wrightwood, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            A fire-ravaged property is seen after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A reporter takes cell phone images of the devastation left behind by the Airport Fire, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A fire-ravaged landscape surrounds a property after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Firefighters hose down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Firefighters hose down hot spots on a fire-ravaged property while battling the Bridge Fire, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Wrightwood, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Firefighters watch as the Bridge Fire burns near homes in Wrightwood, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Firefighters establish a defense perimeter around a house threatened by the Bridge Fire in Wrightwood, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            Firefighters are illuminated by the glow of the Bridge Fire in Wrightwood, Calif., Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Smoke from California wildfires obscures the view of casinos northbound on the Las Vegas Strip in Las Vegas, Nev., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 25

                                    
                                    Smoke from California wildfires obscures the view of casinos northbound on the Las Vegas Strip in Las Vegas, Nev., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 25 | 
            A fire-ravaged property is seen after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Members of Riverside County Cal Fire walk up a hillside while battling the Airport Fire Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            A Riverside County Fire Dept. firefighter monitors for hot spots overlooking Lake Elsinore after the Airport Fire swept through Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in El Cariso Village, in unincorporated Riverside, County, Calif. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Firetrucks are seen around a building as scorched trees smolder during the Bridge Fire in Wrightwood, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    21 of 25

                                    
                                    Firetrucks are seen around a building as scorched trees smolder during the Bridge Fire in Wrightwood, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            22 of 25 | 
            Vehicles burn as the Airport Fire sweeps through Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in El Cariso, an unincorporated community in Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            A vehicle burns from the Airport Fire Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in El Cariso, an unincorporated community in Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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                                    A vehicle burns from the Airport Fire Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in El Cariso, an unincorporated community in Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Eric Thayer)
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            Firefighters battle the Airport Fire, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in El Cariso, an unincorporated community in Riverside County, Calif. (AP Photo/Etienne Laurent)
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            Rich Meyr, 82, left, and Evelyn Kelley, 77, sit at an evacuation center for those in the path of regional wildfires, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Reno, Nevada. The two were the first -- and so far only - arrivals at a new evacuation center set up Wednesday at a recreation center in south Reno where the Red Cross was prepared to handle 100 or more people if necessary. (AP Photo/Scott Sonner)
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                                        WRIGHTWOOD, Calif. (AP) -- Three major wildfires in Southern California's mountains east of Los Angeles torched dozens of homes and forced thousands of people to evacuate, officials said Wednesday. 

At least a dozen people, mainly firefighters, were treated for injuries that were mostly heat-related, authorities said. One person from Orange County was burned. No deaths have been reported. 

The wildfires have been endangering tens of thousands of homes and other structures across the region after they sprung to life during a triple-digit heat wave over the weekend. Other major fires were burning in Idaho, Oregon and Nevada, where about 20,000 people had to flee a blaze outside Reno.

In the tight-knit community of Wrightwood that sits on the Pacific Crest Trail, authorities implored residents to evacuate the exploding Bridge Fire, which burned more than a dozen homes in the area.

Resident Erin Arias said she was racing up the mountain when she got the sudden order to leave and did, grabbing her passport and dog. On Wednesday, she and her husband doused water on the roof of their still-standing home. Their cat was missing, she said.

"It's absolutely scary," Arias said, looking at the burned embers of her neighbor's home. "We're really lucky."

    
        
    

UCLA climate scientist Daniel Swain said the fire moved extraordinarily fast across complex terrain, likely giving Wrightwood residents less time to evacuate than usual and surprising even seasoned fire officials. 

The Bridge Fire "had to go up mountain sides, burn down slope, jump across valleys, burn across new ridges, and then make it down slope again at least two other times in effectively one burning period," he said.

California is only now heading into the teeth of the wildfire season but already has seen nearly three times as much acreage burn than during all of 2023. The White House said President Joe Biden was monitoring the wildfires in the West and urged residents to heed state and local evacuation orders.

Cooler temperatures were expected to potentially start tempering fire activity as the week progresses. 

The full extent of the damage was not immediately known as firefighters battled multiple fires simultaneously. The three blazes include:

-- The Airport Fire in Orange County that burned over 35 square miles (91 square kilometers). The fire was 5% contained Wednesday night and was reportedly sparked by heavy equipment operating in the area. Orange County Fire Capt. Steve Concialdi said eight firefighters were injured, mostly heat-related. One resident suffered smoke inhalation and another burns, he said. Several homes burned in El Cariso Village.

-- The Line Fire in the San Bernardino National Forest that was 18% contained Wednesday and charred 57 square miles (148 square kilometers). The blaze injured three firefighters. Authorities said it was caused by arson in Highland. A suspect was arrested Tuesday. 

-- The Bridge Fire east of Los Angeles that grew tenfold in a day, burning 78 square miles (202 square kilometers) and torching at least 33 homes and six cabins and forcing the evacuation of 10,000 people. The cause of the fire was not immediately known. It was zero percent contained Wednesday night.

With so many fires raging at once, crews were at their limits, Los Angeles County Fire Chief Anthony Marrone said.

"As a region, we're currently at drawdown for fire personnel and resources," he said, adding that authorities have requested assistance from Northern California and nearby states.

Gov. Gavin Newsom sent National Guard troops in to help with evacuations.

In El Cariso Village, a community of 250 along Highway 74 in Riverside County, an Associated Press photographer saw at least 10 homes and several cars engulfed in flames. 

Kevin Fetterman, Orange County Fire Authority Incident Commander, said the blaze has been difficult to tame because of the terrain and dry conditions and because some areas hadn't burned in decades.

More than 5,500 homes in Riverside County were under evacuation orders, affecting more than 19,000 residents. Several recreational cabins and structures in the Cleveland National Forest were damaged.

In San Bernardino County, some 65,600 homes and buildings were under threat by the Line Fire, and residents along the southern edge of Big Bear Lake were told to leave Tuesday. 

The Line Fire blanketed the area with a thick cloud of dark smoke, which provided shade for firefighters trying to get ahead of winds expected later Wednesday, said Fabian Herrera, a spokesperson for the Line Fire.

A man from the town of Norco suspected of starting the Line Fire on Sept. 5 was arrested and charged with arson, San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department said. Officials did not specify what was used to start the fire.

Investigators collected evidence from the delivery driver's vehicle and home that suggests he could have been involved in starting other fires, San Bernardino County Sheriff Shannon Dicus said Wednesday.

On the Nevada border with California near Reno, the Davis Fire forced thousands of people to evacuate over the weekend, destroyed one home and a dozen structures and charred nearly 9 square miles (23 square kilometers) of timber and brush along the Sierra Nevada's eastern front. 

Rich Meyr and Evelyn Kelley were the first arrivals at an evacuation center set up Wednesday at a recreation center in south Reno. Both said they refused to evacuate previous fires but decided to play it safe this time. 

"My son's wedding is Saturday. I threw all the flowers and gowns in the RV and we left. It looks like a garden shop inside that RV," Kelley said. "But who wants to burn alive?"

More than 600 firefighters kept the blaze from growing Wednesday despite high winds that grounded all aircraft that had dropped retardant on the flames over the past two days. The fire was about 30% contained Wednesday night.

Elsewhere, a Colorado man was charged with arson after an investigation into a wildfire this summer that destroyed 29 homes and caused more than $30 million in property damage near Loveland, Colorado. 

___

Thayer reported from El Cariso Village, Taxin from Santa Ana, California, and Rodriguez from San Francisco. Associated Press writers Scott Sonner in Reno, Nevada, Amy Hanson in Helena, Montana, Jaimie Ding in Los Angeles and Thomas Peipert in Denver contributed.

___

This story corrects the name of the town along Highway 74; it is El Cariso Village, not El Cariso.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/wildfires-california-wrightwood-heat-wave-64803e9fc481128f1839e729ad36544f
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            Hurricane Francine slammed into the Louisiana coast Wednesday evening as a dangerous Category 2 storm that knocked out electricity to roughly 190,000 customers and threatened widespread flooding. (AP video by Jack Brook/produced by Javier Arciga)
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            Hurricane Francine struck Louisiana on Wednesday evening as a Category 2 storm that forecasters warned could bring deadly storm surge, widespread flooding and destructive winds on the northern U.S. Gulf Coast.
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            Hurricane Francine barreled toward Louisiana on Wednesday as residents made last-minute trips to stock up on supplies and forecasters warned of potentially deadly storm surge, widespread flooding and destructive winds on the northern U.S. Gulf coast.
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            The entrance to Lake Ponchartrain Causeway is closed due to Hurricane Francine in Metairie, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. The causeway is the longest continuous bridge over water in the world. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Having never before experienced the powerful forces of a hurricane, meteorologist Max Claypool of Memphis, Tenn. tries to see if the powerful winds blowing from the Hurricane Francine eye wall could lift him further in the air on Wednesday, Sept.11, 2024, Houma, La. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Sparse traffic moves along Interstate 10, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, near Frenier Landing, La., ahead of Hurricane Francine. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 4:01 p.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Francine as it approaches landfall over Louisiana, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            Seth Tartaglia and his dog Magnolia Jane check out the waves and winds in Frenier Landing, La., ahead of Hurricane Francine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            10 of 44 | 
            Dulac residents, top left, sit on their front porch as they watch water rise around their elevated home as the effects of Hurricane Francine are felt along the Louisiana coast on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            11 of 44 | 
            A customer enters a gas station that is boarded up in anticipation of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            12 of 44 | 
            Conrad Bach drains water from his boot after getting doused while looking at waves from the wind from Hurricane Francine along Lakeshore Drive and Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            13 of 44 | 
            Cameron Henry, left, Owen Henry, and Stone Ridgeway, watch as Orleans Levee District Police patrol as rain and wind builds up from Hurricane Francine on Lakeshore Drive along Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            14 of 44 | 
            Pat Simon, a resident of Morgan City, stops at a gas station after loading up a rental truck with possessions from his home, as he evacuates to a hotel in anticipation of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            15 of 44 | 
            Hurricane Francine floodwater rises around a statue of Mary tied to the support of an elevated home in Terrebonne Parish as the hurricane begins to make landfall along the Louisiana coast on Wednesday, Sept.11, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            16 of 44 | 
            Kevin "Choupie" Badle, 67, rides his bike with an umbrella to buy more cigarettes at the store ahead of Hurricane Francine, expected to make landfall this evening, in Stephenville, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 44 | 
            Jason Bledsoe hauls rope to a houseboat in preparation of moving it to a safer dock, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Bayou Gauche, La., ahead of Hurricane Francine. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            18 of 44 | 
            Oscar Torres, of Morgan City, enters a gas station that is boarded up in anticipation of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            19 of 44 | 
            A customer buys water at a mostly boarded up Birdies Food and Fuel, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Luling, La., ahead of Hurricane Francine. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            20 of 44 | 
            Lindsey Ranney and her dog Fig fill the trunk of Ranney's car with sandbags in preparation for Hurricane Francine from a pile of sand provided by Harrison County at the end of Courthouse Boulevard in Gulfport, Miss. on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (Hannah Ruhoff/The Sun Herald via AP)
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            21 of 44 | 
            Rainwater accumulates around Nolan and Macie Melancon as they fill up sandbags for their home located a few miles away in Houma, La., as the region gets ready for the arrival of Hurricane Francine on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            22 of 44 | 
            Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry speaks Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Baton Rouge, La., as the state of Louisiana prepares for Hurricane Francine's arrival. (Hilary Scheinuk/The Advocate via AP)
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            23 of 44 | 
            FEMA Region 6 Administrator Tony Robinson speaks Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Baton Rouge, La., as the state of Louisiana prepares for Hurricane Francine's arrival. (Hilary Scheinuk/The Advocate via AP)
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            24 of 44 | 
            Hotels guests at the Fairfield by Marriott Inn & Suites stand in a protected entryway as they take video of the powerful forces coming from the Hurricane Francine eye wall as it moves across the south on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Houma, La. (Photo by Chris Granger, The Times-Picayune)/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Hotels guests at the Fairfield by Marriott Inn & Suites step out to look at some of the damage, top center, to the hotel as the eye of Hurricane Francine moves over the area causing a short respite in the rain, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in in Houma, La. (Chris Grange/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Melanie Galindo's hair flies in the swirl of fast-moving air as the eye wall of Hurricane Francine crosses into the Houma area in Louisiana on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (Chris Granger, The Times-Picayune via AP)
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            Melanie Galindo's hair flies in the swirl of fast-moving air as the eye wall of Hurricane Francine crosses into the Houma area in Louisiana on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (Chris Granger, The Times-Picayune via AP)
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            28 of 44 | 
            Lazaro Cardoso, 11, leans far into the powerful winds coming from the eye wall of Hurricane Francine as he and his dad, Hugo Gonzales, stay at a hotel in Houma, Louisiana that was being powered by a generator on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Houma, La. The family lives not far from the hotel but they decided to stay at it since they said they always lose power during powerful storms. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            29 of 44 | 
            Lazaro Cardoso, 11, leans far into the powerful winds coming from the eye wall of Hurricane Francine as he and his dad, Hugo Gonzales, stay at a hotel Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Houma, La., that was being powered by a generator. The family lives not far from the hotel but they decided to stay at it since they said they always lose power during powerful storms. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            30 of 44 | 
            Having never before experienced the powerful forces of a hurricane, meteorologist Max Claypool of Memphis, Tenn. tries to see if the powerful winds blowing from the Hurricane Francine eye wall could lift him further in the air on Wednesday, Sept.11, 2024, Houma, La. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            31 of 44 | 
            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            32 of 44 | 
            Signage bends in the wind as Hurricane Francine passes through Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            33 of 44 | 
            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            35 of 44 | 
            Delwyn Bodden, a worker for the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority-West climbs a ladder up a floodgate to lock it closed along the Harvey Canal, just outside the New Orleans city limits, in anticipation of Tropical Storm Francine, in Harvey, La., Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            36 of 44 | 
            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            37 of 44 | 
            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            38 of 44 | 
            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            39 of 44 | 
            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            40 of 44 | 
            Conrad Bach gets doused with lake water while looking at waves from the wind and rain from Hurricane Francine along Lakeshore Drive along Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            41 of 44 | 
            Cameron Henry looks at the water build up from Hurricane Francine in front of the levee protection, background, along Lakeshore Drive along Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            42 of 44 | 
            Orleans Levee District Police patrol Lakeshore Drive along Lake Ponchartrain as wind and rain pick up from Hurricane Francine in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            43 of 44 | 
            Orleans Levee District Police patrol Lakeshore Drive along Lake Ponchartrain as wind and rain pick up from Hurricane Francine in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            44 of 44 | 
            An air mattress blows in wind from Hurricane Francine in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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        Thousands in the dark as Hurricane Francine strikes Louisiana, raising flood fears
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                                    Hurricane Francine slammed into the Louisiana coast Wednesday evening as a dangerous Category 2 storm that knocked out electricity to roughly 190,000 customers and threatened widespread flooding. (AP video by Jack Brook/produced by Javier Arciga)
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                                    Hurricane Francine struck Louisiana on Wednesday evening as a Category 2 storm that forecasters warned could bring deadly storm surge, widespread flooding and destructive winds on the northern U.S. Gulf Coast.
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                                    Hurricane Francine barreled toward Louisiana on Wednesday as residents made last-minute trips to stock up on supplies and forecasters warned of potentially deadly storm surge, widespread flooding and destructive winds on the northern U.S. Gulf coast.
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            4 of 44 | 
            The entrance to Lake Ponchartrain Causeway is closed due to Hurricane Francine in Metairie, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. The causeway is the longest continuous bridge over water in the world. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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                                    The entrance to Lake Ponchartrain Causeway is closed due to Hurricane Francine in Metairie, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. The causeway is the longest continuous bridge over water in the world. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            5 of 44 | 
            Having never before experienced the powerful forces of a hurricane, meteorologist Max Claypool of Memphis, Tenn. tries to see if the powerful winds blowing from the Hurricane Francine eye wall could lift him further in the air on Wednesday, Sept.11, 2024, Houma, La. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Sparse traffic moves along Interstate 10, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, near Frenier Landing, La., ahead of Hurricane Francine. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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                                    Sparse traffic moves along Interstate 10, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, near Frenier Landing, La., ahead of Hurricane Francine. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            7 of 44 | 
            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                    Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            8 of 44 | 
            This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 4:01 p.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Francine as it approaches landfall over Louisiana, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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                                    This GOES-16 GeoColor satellite image taken at 4:01 p.m. EDT and provided by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) shows Hurricane Francine as it approaches landfall over Louisiana, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            9 of 44 | 
            Seth Tartaglia and his dog Magnolia Jane check out the waves and winds in Frenier Landing, La., ahead of Hurricane Francine, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            10 of 44 | 
            Dulac residents, top left, sit on their front porch as they watch water rise around their elevated home as the effects of Hurricane Francine are felt along the Louisiana coast on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            11 of 44 | 
            A customer enters a gas station that is boarded up in anticipation of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            12 of 44 | 
            Conrad Bach drains water from his boot after getting doused while looking at waves from the wind from Hurricane Francine along Lakeshore Drive and Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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    Hurricane Francine makes landfall in Louisiana as Category 2 storm | AP News
    
  




  









Conrad Bach drains water from his boot after getting doused while looking at waves from the wind from Hurricane Francine along Lakeshore Drive and Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            13 of 44 | 
            Cameron Henry, left, Owen Henry, and Stone Ridgeway, watch as Orleans Levee District Police patrol as rain and wind builds up from Hurricane Francine on Lakeshore Drive along Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            14 of 44 | 
            Pat Simon, a resident of Morgan City, stops at a gas station after loading up a rental truck with possessions from his home, as he evacuates to a hotel in anticipation of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            15 of 44 | 
            Hurricane Francine floodwater rises around a statue of Mary tied to the support of an elevated home in Terrebonne Parish as the hurricane begins to make landfall along the Louisiana coast on Wednesday, Sept.11, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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                                    Hurricane Francine floodwater rises around a statue of Mary tied to the support of an elevated home in Terrebonne Parish as the hurricane begins to make landfall along the Louisiana coast on Wednesday, Sept.11, 2024. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            16 of 44 | 
            Kevin "Choupie" Badle, 67, rides his bike with an umbrella to buy more cigarettes at the store ahead of Hurricane Francine, expected to make landfall this evening, in Stephenville, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            17 of 44 | 
            Jason Bledsoe hauls rope to a houseboat in preparation of moving it to a safer dock, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Bayou Gauche, La., ahead of Hurricane Francine. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            18 of 44 | 
            Oscar Torres, of Morgan City, enters a gas station that is boarded up in anticipation of Hurricane Francine, in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            19 of 44 | 
            A customer buys water at a mostly boarded up Birdies Food and Fuel, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Luling, La., ahead of Hurricane Francine. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 44

                                    
                                    A customer buys water at a mostly boarded up Birdies Food and Fuel, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Luling, La., ahead of Hurricane Francine. (David Grunfeld/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            20 of 44 | 
            Lindsey Ranney and her dog Fig fill the trunk of Ranney's car with sandbags in preparation for Hurricane Francine from a pile of sand provided by Harrison County at the end of Courthouse Boulevard in Gulfport, Miss. on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (Hannah Ruhoff/The Sun Herald via AP)
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            Rainwater accumulates around Nolan and Macie Melancon as they fill up sandbags for their home located a few miles away in Houma, La., as the region gets ready for the arrival of Hurricane Francine on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (Chris Granger /The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry speaks Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Baton Rouge, La., as the state of Louisiana prepares for Hurricane Francine's arrival. (Hilary Scheinuk/The Advocate via AP)
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            FEMA Region 6 Administrator Tony Robinson speaks Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Baton Rouge, La., as the state of Louisiana prepares for Hurricane Francine's arrival. (Hilary Scheinuk/The Advocate via AP)
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            Hotels guests at the Fairfield by Marriott Inn & Suites stand in a protected entryway as they take video of the powerful forces coming from the Hurricane Francine eye wall as it moves across the south on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Houma, La. (Photo by Chris Granger, The Times-Picayune)/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Hotels guests at the Fairfield by Marriott Inn & Suites step out to look at some of the damage, top center, to the hotel as the eye of Hurricane Francine moves over the area causing a short respite in the rain, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in in Houma, La. (Chris Grange/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Melanie Galindo's hair flies in the swirl of fast-moving air as the eye wall of Hurricane Francine crosses into the Houma area in Louisiana on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (Chris Granger, The Times-Picayune via AP)
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            Melanie Galindo's hair flies in the swirl of fast-moving air as the eye wall of Hurricane Francine crosses into the Houma area in Louisiana on Wednesday, September 11, 2024. (Chris Granger, The Times-Picayune via AP)
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            Lazaro Cardoso, 11, leans far into the powerful winds coming from the eye wall of Hurricane Francine as he and his dad, Hugo Gonzales, stay at a hotel in Houma, Louisiana that was being powered by a generator on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Houma, La. The family lives not far from the hotel but they decided to stay at it since they said they always lose power during powerful storms. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Lazaro Cardoso, 11, leans far into the powerful winds coming from the eye wall of Hurricane Francine as he and his dad, Hugo Gonzales, stay at a hotel Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Houma, La., that was being powered by a generator. The family lives not far from the hotel but they decided to stay at it since they said they always lose power during powerful storms. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Having never before experienced the powerful forces of a hurricane, meteorologist Max Claypool of Memphis, Tenn. tries to see if the powerful winds blowing from the Hurricane Francine eye wall could lift him further in the air on Wednesday, Sept.11, 2024, Houma, La. (Chris Granger/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)
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            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Signage bends in the wind as Hurricane Francine passes through Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Delwyn Bodden, a worker for the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection Authority-West climbs a ladder up a floodgate to lock it closed along the Harvey Canal, just outside the New Orleans city limits, in anticipation of Tropical Storm Francine, in Harvey, La., Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Morgan City firefighters respond to a home fire during Hurricane Francine in Morgan City, La., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            Conrad Bach gets doused with lake water while looking at waves from the wind and rain from Hurricane Francine along Lakeshore Drive along Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Cameron Henry looks at the water build up from Hurricane Francine in front of the levee protection, background, along Lakeshore Drive along Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Orleans Levee District Police patrol Lakeshore Drive along Lake Ponchartrain as wind and rain pick up from Hurricane Francine in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            Orleans Levee District Police patrol Lakeshore Drive along Lake Ponchartrain as wind and rain pick up from Hurricane Francine in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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            An air mattress blows in wind from Hurricane Francine in New Orleans, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthew Hinton)
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                                        MORGAN CITY, La. (AP) -- Hurricane Francine slammed into the Louisiana coast Wednesday evening as a dangerous Category 2 storm that knocked out electricity to more than a quarter-million customers and threatened widespread flooding as it sent a potentially deadly storm surge rushing inland along the Gulf Coast.
Francine crashed ashore in Terrebonne Parish, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) southwest of Morgan City, the National Hurricane Center announced at 4 p.m. CDT. Packing top sustained winds near 100 mph (155 kph), the hurricane then battered a fragile coastal region that hasn't fully recovered from a series of devastating hurricanes in 2020 and 2021.
Morgan City Fire Chief Alvin Cockerham said the hurricane quickly flooded streets, snapped power lines and sent tree limbs crashing down.
"It's a little bit worse than what I expected to be honest with you," Cockerham said of the onslaught. "I pulled all my trucks back to the station. It's too dangerous to be out there in this."

    


There were no immediate reports of deaths or injuries. 
TV news broadcasts from coastal communities showed waves from nearby lakes, rivers and Gulf waters thrashing sea walls. Water poured into city streets amid blinding downpours. Oak and cypress trees leaned in the high winds, and some utility poles swayed back and forth. As Francine continued its trek inland, it spread drenching rains over New Orleans and surrounding areas, raising flooding fears.




Power outages in Louisiana topped 261,000 hours after landfall, spread widely across southeast Louisiana. Blackouts affected the majority of homes and businesses in coastal parishes nearest where the storm came ashore as well as their inland neighbors, according to the tracking site poweroutage.us.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sheltering at her mother's home just outside Morgan City, Laura Leftwich said blasts of wind had swept away two large birdhouses outside. She had a generator powering an internet connection so she could video chat with friends, holding her computer to a window to show them water overflowing in the street.

    


If the storm had been any more intense, "I wouldn't have the guts to look outside," said Leftwich, 40. "It's a little scary." 
The National Hurricane Center urged residents to stay sheltered overnight as the weakening hurricane churned inland. The storm's projected path included New Orleans, where forecasters said the storm's eye could pass through. 
The sixth named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season, Francine drew fuel from exceedingly warm Gulf of Mexico waters, strengthening to a Category 2 storm with winds exceeding 96 mph (155 kph) hours in the hours before landfall.
Still dangerous, the storm began weakening as it rushed inland. Three hours after landfall it barely remained a hurricane, with top sustained winds down to 75 mph (120 kph. Francine was moving northeast at a fast clip of 17 mph (28 kph) on a path toward New Orleans, about 50 miles (80 kilometers) away.
It was forecast to weaken further while pushing northward through Mississippi on Thursday, with widespread rains in the coming days bringing potential flash flooding to cities including Jackson, Mississippi; Birmingham, Alabama; Memphis, Tennessee; and Atlanta. It also raised the threat of spin-off tornadoes.

    


Much of Louisiana and Mississippi could get 4 to 8 inches (10 to 20 centimeters) of rain, with the possibility of 12 inches (30 centimeters) in some spots, said Brad Reinhart, a senior hurricane specialist at the hurricane center.
Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry said the National Guard would fan out to parishes impacted by Francine. They have food, water, nearly 400 high-water vehicles, about 100 boats and 50 helicopters to respond to the storm, including for possible search-and-rescue operations.
Since the mid-19th century, some 57 hurricanes have tracked over or made landfall in Louisiana, according to The Weather Channel. Among them are some of the strongest, costliest and deadliest storms in U.S. history.
Morgan City, home to around 11,500 people, sits on the banks of the Atchafalaya River in south Louisiana and is surrounded by lakes and marsh. It's described on the city's website as "gateway to the Gulf of Mexico for the shrimping and oilfield industries."

    


Luis Morfin, 26, left his RV camper outside Morgan City's levee to hunker down at a friend's home Wednesday night. Winds lashed the windows as they watched a TV powered by a generator. The power was out, but they were prepared to cook with steaks and potatoes on a propane stove.
"We knew what we were expecting," Morfin said. "I don't know how good my camper is, but we'll figure that out tomorrow."
President Joe Biden granted an emergency declaration to help Louisiana secure expedited federal money and assistance. Landry and Mississippi Gov. Tate Reeves also declared states of emergency.
The Mississippi Emergency Management Agency said it distributed more than 100,000 sandbags to the southern part of the state and the Department of Education reported a number of school district closures for Wednesday and Thursday amid expectations the storm would cross the state.

    


Francine had prompted storm surge warnings on the Louisiana coast of as much as 10 feet (3 meters) from Cameron to Port Fourchon and into Vermilion Bay. 
___
Cline reported from Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Associated Press writers Kevin McGill in New Orleans, Curt Anderson in St. Petersburg, Florida, and Russ Bynum in Savannah, Georgia, contributed to this story.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-francine-gulf-coast-louisiana-storm-surge-e9ca39ec56ad28d128d3baa147d249b1
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            A woman holds up a photo of a New York City Police officer during the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 28 | 
            People place flowers on the bronze parapets that ring the reflecting pools during the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            A New Jersey police officer holds an American Flag before the start of the ceremony at the 9/11 Memorial on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 28 | 
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            Sheryl Stoll, of Columbus, Ohio and cousin of Flight 93 pilot Capt. Jason M. Dahl, pays her respects at the Wall of Names prior to the start of the 23rd Anniversary of September 11th Memorial Service at the Flight 93 National Memorial near Shanksville, Pa., on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (Thomas Slusser/The Tribune-Democrat via AP)
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            Airline employees pause at the Flight 93 National Memorial on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, attacks in Shanksville, Pa., Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jared Wickerham)
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            Flowers and a flag adorn one of the memorial benches outside the Pentagon before the start of a dawn 9/11 remembrance ceremony on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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            New York City firefighters bow their heads during a moment of silence outside Engine 4 Ladder 15 on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            Members of the military and first responders salute as a flag in unfurled from the top of the Pentagon during a dawn Sept. 11th remembrance ceremony on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, far left, greets Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, far right, as President Joe Biden and Michael Bloomberg look on upon arriving for the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            17 of 28 | 
            A New York Police Department honor guard holds an American flag during a 9/11 commemoration ceremony at Ground Zero, in New York, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 28 | 
            Sam Pulia, left, Willow Springs, Ill police chief, places flags on the bronze parapets at the 9/11 Memorial on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            A man wipes his eyes as he walks through the 9/11 Pentagon Memorial on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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            A boy hugs a woman while attending the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, center and Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, pose for a photo with firefighters from Engine 4 Ladder 15 on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            FILE - The remains of the World Trade Center stand amid other debris following the terrorist attack on the buildings in New York, Sept. 11, 2001. (AP Photo/Alexandre Fuchs, File)
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            FILE - A makeshift altar, constructed for a worship service, overlooks the the crash site of United Airlines Flight 93, Sept. 16, 2001, in Shanksville, Pa. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            The Tribute in Light is seen in the sky on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            The Tribute in Light is seen in the sky in New York's Lower Manhattan on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            One World Trade Center is seen at The Staten Island September 11th Memorial on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            The Tribute in Light is seen in the sky in New York's Lower Manhattan on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            The Tribute in Light is seen in the sky in New York's Lower Manhattan on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            Hagi Abucar places flowers for his former coworker Lindsey Herkness on the south reflecting pool during the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 28

                                    
                                    Hagi Abucar places flowers for his former coworker Lindsey Herkness on the south reflecting pool during the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 28 | 
            Mercedes Arias stands by the name of her father Joseph Amatuccio on the south pool during the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 28

                                    
                                    Mercedes Arias stands by the name of her father Joseph Amatuccio on the south pool during the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 28 | 
            A woman holds up a photo of a New York City Police officer during the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            People place flowers on the bronze parapets that ring the reflecting pools during the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            From left, Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, President Joe Biden, Michael Bloomberg, Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, attend the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            A New Jersey police officer holds an American Flag before the start of the ceremony at the 9/11 Memorial on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            President Joe Biden, second from right, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, second from left, walk with Flight 93 passengers family members Patrick White, cousin of Louis Nache, left, and Calvin Wilson, cousin of first officer Leroy Homer, right, after laying a wreath at the Wall of Names at the Flight 93 National Memorial in Shanksville, Pa., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar)
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            Sheryl Stoll, of Columbus, Ohio and cousin of Flight 93 pilot Capt. Jason M. Dahl, pays her respects at the Wall of Names prior to the start of the 23rd Anniversary of September 11th Memorial Service at the Flight 93 National Memorial near Shanksville, Pa., on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (Thomas Slusser/The Tribune-Democrat via AP)
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            Airline employees pause at the Flight 93 National Memorial on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, attacks in Shanksville, Pa., Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jared Wickerham)
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            Flowers and a flag adorn one of the memorial benches outside the Pentagon before the start of a dawn 9/11 remembrance ceremony on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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            New York City firefighters bow their heads during a moment of silence outside Engine 4 Ladder 15 on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            15 of 28 | 
            Members of the military and first responders salute as a flag in unfurled from the top of the Pentagon during a dawn Sept. 11th remembrance ceremony on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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            16 of 28 | 
            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, far left, greets Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, far right, as President Joe Biden and Michael Bloomberg look on upon arriving for the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            17 of 28 | 
            A New York Police Department honor guard holds an American flag during a 9/11 commemoration ceremony at Ground Zero, in New York, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Sam Pulia, left, Willow Springs, Ill police chief, places flags on the bronze parapets at the 9/11 Memorial on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            A man wipes his eyes as he walks through the 9/11 Pentagon Memorial on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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            A boy hugs a woman while attending the 9/11 Memorial ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            21 of 28 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, center and Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-Ohio, pose for a photo with firefighters from Engine 4 Ladder 15 on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Stefan Jeremiah)
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            22 of 28 | 
            FILE - The remains of the World Trade Center stand amid other debris following the terrorist attack on the buildings in New York, Sept. 11, 2001. (AP Photo/Alexandre Fuchs, File)
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            FILE - A makeshift altar, constructed for a worship service, overlooks the the crash site of United Airlines Flight 93, Sept. 16, 2001, in Shanksville, Pa. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            The Tribute in Light is seen in the sky on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            The Tribute in Light is seen in the sky in New York's Lower Manhattan on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            26 of 28 | 
            One World Trade Center is seen at The Staten Island September 11th Memorial on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    26 of 28

                                    
                                    One World Trade Center is seen at The Staten Island September 11th Memorial on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            27 of 28 | 
            The Tribute in Light is seen in the sky in New York's Lower Manhattan on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            The Tribute in Light is seen in the sky in New York's Lower Manhattan on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- With presidential candidates looking on, some 9/11 victims' relatives appealed to them Wednesday for accountability as the U.S. marked an anniversary laced with election-season politics.
In a remarkable tableau, President Joe Biden, former President Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris stood together at ground zero just hours after Trump and Harris faced off in their first-ever debate. Trump and Biden -- the successor whose inauguration Trump skipped -- shook hands, and former New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg appeared to facilitate a handshake between Harris and Trump.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        US commemorates 9/11 attacks with victims in focus and politics in view
    

    
    
    AP AUDIO: AP correspondent Julie Walker reports the U.S. remembers the lives taken by the 9/11 attacks, marking the anniversary with both family and politics.

    

Then the campaign rivals stood only a few feet (meters) apart, Biden and Bloomberg between them, as the hourslong reading of victims' names began. At Trump's side was his running mate, Sen. JD Vance.
The image was one of putting politics aside at this year's solemn commemoration of the hijacked-plane attacks that killed nearly 3,000 people on Sept. 11, 2001. But some victims' relatives, after reading out names, delivered political messages of their own.

    


"We are pleading for your help, but you ignore us," Allison Walsh-DiMarzio said, directly challenging Trump and Harris to press Saudi Arabia about any official involvement in the attacks. Most of the 19 hijackers were Saudi, but the kingdom denies it was behind their plot.




"Which one of you will have the courage to be our hero? We deserve better," Walsh-DiMarzio said. She's a daughter of 9/11 victim Barbara P. Walsh, an administrative assistant.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Joanne Barbara was one of multiple readers who spoke out against a now-revoked plea deal that military prosecutors struck with alleged 9/11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and two fellow defendants.
"It has been 23 years, and the families deserve justice and accountability," said the widow of Assistant Fire Chief Gerard A. Barbara.
Biden, on his last Sept. 11 in office, and Harris paid respects Wednesday at all three 9/11 attack sites: ground zero, the Pentagon and a rural part of Pennsylvania.

    


The president, vice president -- and, separately, Trump -- laid wreaths Wednesday afternoon at the Flight 93 National Memorial near Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Biden and Harris spoke with victims' relatives and visited the local fire department; Trump and Vance went to a New York City firehouse earlier in the day.
The Flight 93 memorial stands where one of the hijacked planes crashed after crew members and passengers tried to storm the cockpit. Trump described the site as an "incredible place" in brief remarks from afar to reporters.
The attacks killed 2,977 people and left thousands of bereaved relatives and scarred survivors. The planes took down the World Trade Center's twin towers and carved a gash in the Pentagon, the U.S. military headquarters, where Biden and Harris laid a red, white and blue wreath Wednesday afternoon. 
While many Americans may not observe 9/11 anniversaries anymore, "the men and women of the Department of Defense remember," Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said earlier in the day.

    


The attacks altered U.S. foreign policy, domestic security practices and the mindset of many Americans who had not previously felt vulnerable to foreign extremists.
Effects rippled around the world. Victims came from more than 90 different countries, and the U.S. responded to the attacks with a " Global War on Terrorism." U.S.-led invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq killed hundreds of thousands of Afghans and Iraqis and thousands of American troops.
Communities around the country hold events on the anniversary, which Congress has titled both Patriot Day and a National Day of Service and Remembrance. 
Thousands of Americans commemorate it with volunteer work -- among them Harris' running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz. He packed meals in St. Paul for people in need.
During early anniversaries at ground zero, presidents and other officeholders read poems, parts of the Declaration of Independence and other texts.
But the National Sept. 11 Memorial and Museum decided in 2012 to limit the ceremony to relatives reading victims' names.

    


If politicians "care about what's actually going on, great. Be here," said Korryn Bishop, who attended Wednesday to remember her cousin John F. McDowell Jr., who worked in finance. "If they're just here for political clout, that upsets me." 
Brandon Jones was glad politicians weren't on the podium.
"This should be a site for coming together to find feasible solutions and peace. This should not be a place to score political points to get brownie points to round up your base," said Jones. He's a cousin of victim Jon Richard Grabowski, an insurance firm technology executive.
In 2008, then-senators and presidential campaign rivals John McCain and Barack Obama jointly paid their respects at ground zero. 
Eight years later, the Democratic nominee, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, abruptly left the trade center ceremony, stumbled while awaiting her motorcade and later disclosed that she had been diagnosed with pneumonia. The episode stirred fresh attention to her health, which her Republican opponent -- Trump, who was also at that observance -- had been questioning for months.

    


Over the years, some victims' relatives have used the forum to exhort leaders to prioritize national security, acknowledge the casualties of the war on terror, complain that officials are politicizing 9/11 and even criticize individual officeholders. Others bemoan Americans' divisions or decry violence.
"It's my prayer that this wicked act called terrorism will never occur again," Jacob Afuakwah said Wednesday. He lost his brother, Emmanuel Akwasi Afuakwah, a restaurant worker.
But many family members stick to tributes and personal reflections. Increasingly they come from children and young adults born after the attacks killed one of their relatives.
Thirteen-year-old twins Brady and Emily Henry read names to honor their uncle, firefighter Joseph Patrick Henry.
"We promise to continue telling your stories," Emily Henry said, "and we'll never let anyone forget all those lost on Sept. 11."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        US commemorates 9/11 attacks with victims in focus and politics in view
    

    
    
    AP AUDIO: AP correspondent Julie Walker reports as America commemorates the 9/11 attacks with victims in focus and politics in view.

    

___
Associated Press journalists Julie Walker and Adriana Gomez Licon in New York; Josh Boak, Marc Levy and Darlene Superville in Shanksville, Pennsylvania; Tara Copp in Washington; and Steve Karnowski in St. Paul, Minnesota, contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/911-attacks-anniversary-2024-52ddad8ed7f62e155644f0ae6eda96ec
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            More bodies have been recovered after a flash flood swept away an entire hamlet in northern Vietnam, killing 30 people and leaving dozens missing as deaths from a typhoon and its aftermath climbed to 155 on Wednesday. A rescue operation was also underway in Cao Bang province after a bus carrying about 20 people was washed away. (Production: Tom Moldoveanu)
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            Rescue workers clear mud and debris brough down by a flood in Lang Nu hamlet in Lao Cai province, Vietnam Tuesday, Sep. 10, 2024. (Pham Hong Ninh/VNA via AP)
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            Mud and debris bury houses in Lang Nu hamlet in Lao Cai province, Vietnam Tuesday, Sep. 10, 2024. (Pham Hong Ninh/VNA via AP)
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            A woman paddles a boat on a flooded street, following Typhoon Yagi in Hanoi, Vietnam on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Huy Han)
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            A banana garden is submerged in flood, following Typhoon Yagi in Hanoi, Vietnam on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Huy Han)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 11 | 
            People look on a submerged dragon structure in a playground, following Typhoon Yagi in Hanoi, Vietnam on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Huy Han)
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            People watch the flooded Red river next to iconic Long Bien bridge, following Typhoon Yagi in Hanoi, Vietnam on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Huy Han)
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            People fish next to a submerged playground due to flood , following Typhoon Yagi in Hanoi, Vietnam on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Huy Han)
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            People watch a submerged dragon structure in a playground, following Typhoon Yagi in Hanoi, Vietnam on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Huy Han)
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            A man pushes a stack of plyboards in flood following Typhoon Yagi in Hanoi, Vietnam on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Huy Han)
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            The iconic Long Bien bridge is seen on flooded Red river, following Typhoon Yagi in Hanoi, Vietnam on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Huy Han)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Flash flood sweeps away hamlet as Vietnam's storm toll rises to 155 dead

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 11

                                    
                                    More bodies have been recovered after a flash flood swept away an entire hamlet in northern Vietnam, killing 30 people and leaving dozens missing as deaths from a typhoon and its aftermath climbed to 155 on Wednesday. A rescue operation was also underway in Cao Bang province after a bus carrying about 20 people was washed away. (Production: Tom Moldoveanu)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 11 | 
            Rescue workers clear mud and debris brough down by a flood in Lang Nu hamlet in Lao Cai province, Vietnam Tuesday, Sep. 10, 2024. (Pham Hong Ninh/VNA via AP)
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            A woman paddles a boat on a flooded street, following Typhoon Yagi in Hanoi, Vietnam on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Huy Han)
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            A man pushes a stack of plyboards in flood following Typhoon Yagi in Hanoi, Vietnam on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Huy Han)
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                                        HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -- A flash flood swept away an entire hamlet in northern Vietnam, killing 30 people and leaving dozens missing as deaths from a typhoon and its aftermath climbed to 155 on Wednesday.
Vietnamese state broadcaster VTV said the torrent of water gushing down from a mountain in Lao Cai province Tuesday buried Lang Nu hamlet with 35 families in mud and debris.
Only about a dozen are known so far to have survived. Rescuers have recovered 30 bodies and are continuing the search for about 65 others.
The death toll from Typhoon Yagi and its aftermath has climbed to 155. Another 141 people are missing and hundreds were injured, VTV said.
Floods and landslides have caused most of the deaths, many of which have come in the northwestern Lao Cai province, bordering China, where Lang Nu is located. Lao Cai province is also home to the popular trekking destination of Sapa. 

    


Many roads in the province were blocked by landslides and unrelenting rainfall, said Sapa tour guide Van A Po. The weather has forced them to limit travel with all trekking suspended. 
"It is very scary," he said.
Tourism is a key engine for the local economy, and many in the industry found themselves stranded. Nguyen Van Luong, who works in a hotel, said he couldn't return home since the 15-kilometer (9-mile) road from Sapa to his village was too dangerous to drive.




"The road is badly damaged and landslides could happen anytime. My family told me to stay here until it's safer to go home."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Monday, a bridge collapsed and a bus was swept away by flooding, killing dozens of people. 
The steel bridge in Phu Tho province over the engorged Red River collapsed, sending 10 cars and trucks along with two motorbikes into the river. The bus carrying 20 people was swept into a flooded stream by a landslide in mountainous Cao Bang province. 
Yagi was the strongest typhoon to hit the Southeast Asian country in decades. It made landfall Saturday with winds of up to 149 kph (92 mph). Despite weakening on Sunday, downpours have continued and rivers remain dangerously high. 

    


The heavy rains also damaged factories in export-focused northern Vietnam's industrial hubs.
Storms like Typhoon Yagi are "getting stronger due to climate change, primarily because warmer ocean waters provide more energy to fuel the storms, leading to increased wind speeds and heavier rainfall," said Benjamin Horton, director of the Earth Observatory of Singapore. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/vietnam-flooding-typhoon-yagi-682dff62798f943244bc96f072072ef7
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            Residents of Springfield. Ohio, fear Haitian immigrants are being made scapegoats as they are caught up in false rumors of abducting and eating pets. (AP video by Patrick Aftoora Orsagos)
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            Pedestrians walk down Fountain Avenue in Springfield, Ohio, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            Springfield resident Chris Hazel talks to a reporter in Springfield, Ohio, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            In this image taken from video, Rose-Thamar Joseph, from the Haitian Community Help and Support Center, speaks to The Associated Press, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Patrick Aftoora Orsagos)
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            A sign stands outside of the Heritage Center of Clark County in Springfield, Ohio, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            The Heritage Center of Clark County is seen in Springfield, Ohio, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            A car drives down Fountain Avenue in Springfield, Ohio, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            A sign hangs from a street light at the intersection of Main Street and Fountain Avenue in Springfield, Ohio, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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                                        SPRINGFIELD, Ohio (AP) -- Many cities have been reshaped by immigrants in the last few years without attracting much notice. Not Springfield, Ohio.
Its story of economic renewal and related growing pains has been thrust into the national conversation in a presidential election year -- and maliciously distorted by false rumors that Haitian immigrants are eating their neighbors' pets. Donald Trump amplified those lies during Tuesday's nationally televised debate, exacerbating some residents' fears about growing divisiveness in the predominantly white, blue-collar city of about 60,000. 
At the city's Haitian Community Help and Support Center on Wednesday, Rose-Thamar Joseph said many of the roughly 15,000 immigrants who arrived in the past few years were drawn by good jobs and the city's relative affordability. But a rising sense of unease has crept in as longtime residents increasingly bristle at newcomers taking jobs at factories, driving up housing costs, worsening traffic and straining city services.

    


"Some of them are talking about living in fear. Some of them are scared for their life," Joseph said. 
A "Welcome To Our City" sign hangs from a parking garage downtown, where a coffee shop, bakery and boutique line Springfield's main drag, North Fountain Street. A flag advertising "CultureFest," the city's annual celebration of unity through diversity, waves from a pole nearby. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Melanie Flax Wilt, a Republican commissioner in the county where Springfield is located, said she has been pushing for community and political leaders to "stop feeding the fear."
"After the election and everybody's done using Springfield, Ohio, as a talking point for immigration reform, we are going to be the ones here still living through the challenges and coming up with the solutions," she said. 

    
        
    
Ariel Dominique, executive director of the Haitian American Foundation for Democracy, said she laughed at first at the absurdity of the false claims. But seeing the comments repeated on national television by the former president was painful.

    


"It is so unfair and unjust and completely contrary to what we have contributed to the world, what we have contributed to this nation for so long," Dominique said.
The falsehoods about Springfield's Haitian immigrants were spread online by Trump's running mate, JD Vance, on the eve of Tuesday's debate between Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris. It's part of a timeworn American political tradition of casting immigrants as outsiders. 
"This is what's happening in our country. And it's a shame," Trump said at the debate after repeating the falsehoods. When challenged by ABC News moderator David Muir over the false claims, Trump held firm, saying "people on television" said their dogs were eaten, but he offered no evidence.
Officials in Springfield have tried to tamp down the misinformation by saying there have been no credible or detailed reports of any pets being abducted or eaten. State leaders are trying to help address some of the real challenges facing the city.

    


Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, a Republican, said Tuesday he would add more law enforcement and health care resources to an aid package the state has already provided to Springfield. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Many Haitians have come to the U.S. to flee poverty and violence. They have embraced President Joe Biden's new and expanded legal pathways to enter, and have shunned illegal crossings, accounting for only 92 border arrests out of more than 56,000 in July, the latest data available.
The Biden administration recently announced an estimated 300,000 Haitians in the U.S. could remain in the country at least through February 2026, with eligibility for work authorization, under a law called Temporary Protected Status. The goal is to spare people from being deported to countries in turmoil. 
Springfield, about 45 miles from the state capital of Columbus, suffered a steep decline in its manufacturing sector toward the end of the last century, and its population shrank as a result. But its downtown has been revitalized in recent years as more Haitians arrived and helped meet the rising demand for labor as the economy emerged from the pandemic. Officials say Haitians now account for about 15% of the population.

    


The city was shaken last year when a minivan slammed into a school bus, killing an 11-year-old boy. The driver was a Haitian man who recently settled in the area and was driving without a valid license. During a city commission meeting on Tuesday, the boy's parents condemned politicians' use of their son's death to stoke hatred.
Last week, a post on the social media platform X shared what looked like a screengrab of a social media post apparently out of Springfield. The post claimed without evidence that the person's "neighbor's daughter's friend" saw a cat hanging from a tree to be butchered and eaten, outside a house where it claimed Haitians lived. It was accompanied by a photo of a Black man carrying what appeared to be a goose by its feet. 

    


On Monday, Vance posted on X: "Reports now show that people have had their pets abducted and eaten by people who shouldn't be in this country." The next day, he posted again, saying his office had received inquiries from Springfield residents who said "their neighbors' pets or local wildlife were abducted by Haitian migrants."
Long-time Springfield resident Chris Hazel, who knows the park and neighborhood where the pet and goose abductions were purported to have happened, called the claims "preposterous."
"It reminds me of when people used to accuse others and outsiders as cannibals. It's dehumanizing a community," he said of the accusations against the city's Haitian residents.
Sophia Pierrilus, the daughter of a former Haitian diplomat who moved to the Ohio capital of Columbus 15 years ago and is now an immigrant advocate, agreed, calling it all political. 
"My view is that's their way to use Haitians as a scapegoat to bring some kind of chaos in America," she said.
With its rising population of immigrants, Springfield is hardly an outlier. So far this decade, immigration has accounted for almost three-quarters of U.S. population growth, with 2.5 million immigrants arriving in the United States between 2020 and 2023, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Population growth is an important driver of economic growth. 
"The Haitian immigrants who started moving to Springfield the last few years are the reason why the economy and the labor force has been revitalized there," said Guerline Jozef, executive director of the Haitian Bridge Alliance, which provides legal and social services to immigrants across the U.S. 
Now, she said, Haitians in Springfield have told her that, out of fear, they are considering leaving the city.
___ Spagat reported from San Diego. Associated Press writers Michael Schneider in Orlando, Florida, and Noreen Nasir in New York, contributed. 
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            FILE - From left, Carol Hamilton, Cristo Carter and Cynthia Huntley prepare ballots to be mailed at the Mecklenburg County Board of Elections in Charlotte, N.C., Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond, File)
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            FILE - Trey Forrest, Absentee Election Coordinator for the Jefferson County/Birmingham (Ala.) Division, prepares absentee ballots for the November election, Sept. 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt, File)
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            FILE - The U.S. Postal Service's next-generation delivery vehicle, left, is displayed as one of the current delivery trucks leaves the Kokomo Sorting and Delivery Center in Kokomo, Ind., Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy, File)
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- State and local election officials from across the country on Wednesday warned that problems with the nation's mail delivery system threaten to disenfranchise voters in the upcoming presidential election, telling the head of the U.S. Postal Service that it hasn't fixed persistent deficiencies.
In an alarming letter, the officials said that over the past year, including the just-concluded primary season, mailed ballots that were postmarked on time were received by local election offices days after the deadline to be counted. They also noted that properly addressed election mail was being returned to them as undeliverable, a problem that could automatically send voters to inactive status through no fault of their own, potentially creating chaos when those voters show up to cast a ballot.
The officials also said that repeated outreach to the Postal Service to resolve the issues had failed and that the widespread nature of the problems made it clear these were "not one-off mistakes or a problem with specific facilities. Instead, it demonstrates a pervasive lack of understanding and enforcement of USPS policies among its employees."

    


The letter to U.S. Postmaster General Louis DeJoy came from two groups that represent top election administrators in all 50 states. They told DeJoy, "We have not seen improvement or concerted efforts to remediate our concerns."




"We implore you to take immediate and tangible corrective action to address the ongoing performance issues with USPS election mail service," they added. "Failure to do so will risk limiting voter participation and trust in the election process."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Postal Service on Wednesday reiterated DeJoy's assurances that it's well positioned to swiftly deliver election mail despite being in the midst of a network modernization that has caused some delivery hiccups. Mail is currently being delivered in 2.7 days on average, officials said, but the Postal Service is still urging voters not to procrastinate.

    


"We are ready to deliver. We were successful in 2020 delivering a historic volume of mail in ballots; also in 2022 and will do so again in November 2024," Adrienne Marshall, director of Election Mail and Government Services, said in a statement.
The two groups, the National Association of Secretaries of State and the National Association of State Election Directors, said local election officials "in nearly every state" are receiving timely postmarked ballots after Election Day and outside the three to five business days USPS claims as the standard for first-class mail.
The letter comes less than two weeks after DeJoy said in an interview that the Postal Service was ready to handle a flood of mail ballots expected as part of this November's presidential election and as former President Donald Trump continues to sow doubts about U.S. elections by falsely claiming he won in 2020. 
That year, amid the global pandemic, election officials reported sending just over 69 million ballots in the mail, a substantial increase from four years earlier. 

    


While it's likely that number will be smaller now, many voters have embraced mail voting and come to rely on it. And both Democrats and Republicans have launched efforts to push supporters to vote early, either in person or by mail to "bank" their votes before Election Day on Nov. 5.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The letter went out on the day the first mailed ballots of this year's general election were being sent, to absentee voters in Alabama.
Postal Service officials told reporters last month that almost 98% of ballots were returned to election officials within three days in 2020, and in 2022, the figure was nearly 99%. DeJoy said he would like to inch closer to 100% this election cycle and that the Postal Service is better positioned to handle ballots than four years ago.
But officials in rural states have been critical of the Postal Service for years as it has consolidated mail-processing centers to cut its costs and financial losses.
In addition to being signed by the current and incoming presidents for both groups of election officials, the leaders of groups that represent local election officials in 25 states were listed. 

    


The election officials warned that any election mail returned to an election office as undeliverable could trigger a process outlined in federal law for maintaining accurate lists of registered voters. That means a voter could be moved to "inactive" status and be required to take additional action to verify their address to participate in the election, the officials said in the letter.
Kansas Secretary of State Scott Schwab, the recent past president of the National Association of Secretaries of State, sent his own letter in recent days to DeJoy. He said nearly 1,000 ballots from his state's Aug. 6 primary election couldn't be counted because they arrived too late or without postmarks -- and more continue to come in.

    


"The Pony Express is more efficient at this point," Schwab posted on the social media platform X in late August.
Schwab and other Kansas election officials also have said some ballots arrive on time but without postmarks, which keeps them from being counted under Kansas law. What's more, Schwab told DeJoy, local postal clerks have told election officials that they can't add postmarks later even if it's clear that the Postal Service handled the ballot ahead of the mail-in deadline.
Kansas will count ballots postmarked on or before Election Day if they arrive within three days. The Republican-controlled Legislature created that grace period in 2017 over concerns that mail delivery had slowed after the Postal Service shut down seven mail-processing centers in the state. That left much of the state's mail handled through larger centers in Denver, Amarillo, Texas, and Kansas City, Missouri.
Schwab has promoted the use of local ballot drop boxes for voting in advance, breaking with other Republicans who have suggested without evidence that they can be sources of fraud. Schwab has long said the boxes are more secure than the U.S. mail.
"Keep your ballot out of the hands of the federal government!" he advised voters in a post on X after the August primary.
In their letter Wednesday, election officials said colleagues across the U.S. have reported that Postal Service staff, from managers to mail carriers, are uninformed about the service's policies for handling election-related mail, give them inconsistent guidance and misdeliver ballots.
"There is no amount of proactive communication election officials can do to account for USPS's inability to meet their own service delivery timelines," the officials wrote. "State and local election officials need a committed partner in USPS."
____ Cassidy reported from Detroit.
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            Speaker Mike Johnson has pulled a vote on a temporary spending bill that would keep federal agencies and programs funded for six months.
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            Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., walks to a meeting at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Speaker Mike Johnson postponed a vote Wednesday on a temporary spending bill that would keep federal agencies and programs funded for six months as opposition from both parties thwarted his first attempt at avoiding a partial government shutdown in three weeks.
The legislation to continue government funding when the new budget year begins on Oct. 1 includes a requirement that people registering to vote must provide proof of citizenship. Johnson, R-La., signaled that he was not backing off linking the two main components of the bill.
"No vote today because we're in the consensus building business here in Congress. With small majorities, that's what you do," Johnson told reporters. "We're having thoughtful conversations, family conversations within the Republican conference and I believe we'll get there."
Congress needs to pass a stopgap spending bill before Oct. 1 to avoid a federal shutdown just weeks before the election. The measure had been teed up for a vote on Wednesday afternoon, but Democrats are overwhelmingly opposed and enough Republicans had voiced opposition to raise serious doubts about whether the measure would pass.

    


The stopgap bill would generally continue existing funding through March 28. The GOP opponents of the bill argue that it continues spending at levels they consider excessive. And some Republicans simply won't vote for any continuing resolution, arguing that Congress must return to passing its 12 annual spending bills separately rather than through the one or two catchall bills that have become the norm in recent decades.




Despite the dim prospects for the bill, Johnson had said just the day before he would push ahead with the vote. He has embraced concerns that some of the migrants who have entered the country at the U.S.-Mexico border in recent years could swing the elections, though it's illegal for noncitizens to vote and research has shown that such voting is extremely rare.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Congress has a lot of responsibilities, but two primary obligations -- responsibly fund the government and make sure that our elections are free and fair and secure," Johnson said. "And that's what we're working on."

    


The House approved a bill with the proof of citizenship mandate back in July. Republicans believe there is value in revisiting the issue and making Democrats in competitive swing districts vote again.
Democrats are calling on Johnson to "stop wasting time" on a bill that will not become law and to work with them on a short-term spending measure that has support from both parties. At the end of the day, they say no spending bill can pass without bipartisan support and buy-in from a Democratic-led Senate and White House. 
"Speaker Johnson, scrap your plan. Don't just delay the vote. Find a better one that can pass in a bipartisan way," Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer said in response to Johnson's announcement. 
But Johnson wasn't giving up on his proposal yet, saying House leadership would work on building support over the weekend. He said that ensuring that only U.S. citizens vote in federal elections is "the most pressing issue right now and we're going to get this job done."

    


Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump on Tuesday seemingly encouraged a government shutdown if Republicans in the House and Senate "don't get assurances on Election Security." He said on the social media platform Truth Social that they should not go forward with a stopgap bill without such assurances. 
Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., disagreed when asked about Trump's post.
"Shutting down the government is always a bad idea, no matter what time of the year it is," McConnell said.
With an election in just a few weeks, lawmakers are wanting to avoid flirting with a partial government shutdown. They're anxious to get home and campaign, which would indicate the two sides will work out a spending deal before the end of the month.
In addition to the proof of citizenship question, the other sticking point is how long to extend funding while negotiating terms of a full-year bill. Some House Republicans want to continue funding for six months in the belief that Trump will become president and give them a better chance at passing their priorities in the full-year bill. But others don't want to saddle the next president, regardless of party, with the spending battle.

    


Rep. Tom Cole, the Republican chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, said Johnson "fought the fight he needed to fight."
"I think it reassures people on the right. He said, 'look, I'm trying to do what you want. You just didn't give me the votes that I needed,'" Cole said.
Cole also suggested that the GOP's failure to rally around Johnson's proposal will result in a shorter extension. That's what Democrats are seeking. Many Republicans, including Cole, also prefer going that route, saying the next president, regardless of party, already has enough work to do.
"They've got plenty on the table. They've got to get their team in place. They've got a budget. They have to deal with all the taxes," Cole said. "Why should we give them a chance of a government shutdown in a matter of weeks after they're inaugurated?"
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            Mourners grieve in morgue after Israeli airstrikes kill at least 20 in Gaza
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            Israeli soldiers arrest a blindfolded Palestinian during an army raid in Tubas, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            People inspect the destruction following an Israeli forces raid in Tulkarem, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Israeli soldiers are seen during an army raid in Tubas, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            People inspect the destruction following an Israeli forces raid in Tulkarem, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            An Israeli tank overlooks the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            An Israeli soldier aims her rifle during an army raid in Tubas, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            An Israeli soldier flashes a V-sign to photographers during an army raid in Tubas, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Israeli security forces inspect the scene of what they say is a Palestinian ramming attack at a bus station near the West Bank Jewish settlement of Beit El, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Israeli soldiers are seen during an army raid in Tubas, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            An Israeli tank overlooks the Gaza Strip, as seen from southern Israel, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov)
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            An Israeli soldier aims her rifle during an army raid in Tubas, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 9

                                    
                                    An Israeli soldier aims her rifle during an army raid in Tubas, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 9 | 
            An Israeli soldier flashes a V-sign to photographers during an army raid in Tubas, West Bank, on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Majdi Mohammed)
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            Israeli security forces inspect the scene of what they say is a Palestinian ramming attack at a bus station near the West Bank Jewish settlement of Beit El, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- Israeli airstrikes across Gaza overnight and Wednesday hit a U.N. school sheltering displaced Palestinian families as well as two homes, killing at least 34 people, including 19 women and children, hospital officials said. A U.N. official said six staffers were among the dead.
The war in Gaza is now into its 11th month, with tens of thousands of people dead, and international efforts to mediate a cease-fire between Israel and the Hamas militant group have repeatedly stalled as they accuse each other of making additional and unacceptable demands.
In the occupied West Bank, Israeli troops launched raids in several towns backed by airstrikes, continuing a crackdown across the territory that the military says is targeting militants but has wrecked neighborhoods and killed civilians. One airstrike killed five people the military said were militants threatening its troops. A second strike on a car killed at least three people, the Palestinian Health Ministry said.

    


An attacker crashed a fuel truck into a West Bank bus stop near the Israeli settlement of GIvat Assaf, killing an Israeli soldier, the military said. Officials said soldiers and an armed civilian "neutralized" the attacker.




The strike on the U.N.'s al-Jaouni Preparatory Boys School in the Nuseirat refugee camp killed at least 14, including two children and a woman, officials from Awda and al-Aqsa Martyrs hospitals said. At least 18 other people were wounded, they said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Israeli military said it was targeting Hamas militants planning attacks from inside the school. The claim could not be independently confirmed.
One of the children killed was the daughter of Momin Selmi, a member of Gaza's civil defense agency, which rescues wounded and retrieves bodies after strikes, the agency said.
Gaza's schools are packed with tens of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes by Israeli offensives and evacuation orders. The al-Jaouni school, one of many in Gaza run by the U.N. agency for Palestinians, or UNWRA, has been hit by multiple strikes during the war. 

    


UNRWA said six staffers aiding the displaced, including the manager of the shelter, were killed. "Humanitarian staff, premises & operations have been blatantly & unabatedly disregarded since the beginning of the war," the agency's director, Philippe Lazzarini, wrote on X.
Israel frequently bombs schools, saying they are being used by Hamas militants. It blames Hamas for civilian casualties from its strikes, saying its fighters base themselves and operate within dense residential neighborhoods.
More than 90% of Gaza's school buildings have been severely or partially damaged in strikes, and more than half the schools housing displaced people have been hit, according to a survey in July by the Education Cluster, a collection of aid groups led by UNICEF and Save the Children.
Israel's offensive in Gaza has killed at least 41,084 Palestinians and wounded another 95,029, the territory's Health Ministry said. The ministry's count does not differentiate between civilians and militants. Israel launched its campaign vowing to destroy Hamas after the Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel in which militants killed some 1,200 people and abducted 250 others.

    


Earlier Wednesday, a strike hit a home near the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis, killing 11 people, including six brothers and sisters ranging from 21 months to 21 years old, according to the European Hospital, which received the casualties.
A strike late Tuesday on a home in the urban Jabaliya refugee camp in northern Gaza killed nine people, including six women and children, according to the Health Ministry and the civil defense. The civil defense said the home belonged to Akram al-Najjar, a professor at the al-Quds Open University, who survived.
The Israeli military said two soldiers died and seven were injured when their helicopter crashed in southern Gaza as they evacuated wounded troops. It said the overnight crash was not the result of enemy fire and is under investigation. There have been 340 Israeli soldiers killed since the ground operation began in Gaza in late October, at least 50 of whom died in accidents, according to the military.

    


The West Bank also has seen a surge in violence. Israel has stepped up its military raids there, saying it is working to dismantle militant groups and prevent increasing militant attacks on Israelis. Palestinians say such operations are aimed at cementing Israel's seemingly open-ended military rule over the territory. At the same time, Jewish settlers have accelerated attacks on Palestinians.
The military on Wednesday said it launched assaults around the West Bank town of Tulkarem and in two northern towns. It said it dismantled an explosives lab, a weapons manufacturing workshop and an explosives-rigged vehicle. The military said an airstrike backing troops operating in the town of Tubas killed five militants. The Palestinian Health Ministry confirmed five were killed but did not specify if they were militants or civilians.
The Red Crescent said three people were killed in a strike on a car in a village outside Tulkarem. The military confirmed it carried out a strike there but had no immediate details.
___
Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris surprised some viewers during her debate with Donald Trump when she said that she's a gun owner, raising the fact to counter her Republican opponent's accusation that she wants to confiscate firearms.
"Tim Walz and I are both gun owners," Harris said, referencing her running mate. "We're not taking anybody's guns away."
Harris previously talked about owning a gun in 2019 during her first campaign for president. 
"I am a gun owner, and I own a gun for probably the reason a lot of people do -- for personal safety," Harris previously said. "I was a career prosecutor."
At the time, her campaign said that Harris purchased a handgun years earlier and kept it locked up. A spokesperson did not provide any additional details when asked on Tuesday. 
The exchange about gun ownership came as Trump tried to paint Harris, who started her political career as a San Francisco district attorney, as radically liberal. 

    


"She is destroying our country," he said. "She has a plan to defund the police. She has a plan to confiscate everybody's gun. She has a plan to not allow fracking in Pennsylvania or anywhere else."




Harris rebutted each of Trump's allegations, adding that he should "stop with the continuous lying about this stuff."
Walz, the Minnesota governor, has also talked about gun ownership and boasted of his marksmanship.
Republicans frequently describe Democrats as a threat to the second amendment, while Democrats describe their proposals as common sense measures to protect public safety.
Harris has called for implementing universal background checks and expanding red flag laws to take away guns from people who are deemed dangerous or unstable. She also wants to ban so-called assault weapons and high-capacity magazines. 
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            Chicago Bears quarterback Caleb Williams calls a play at the line of scrimmage during the first half of an NFL football game against the Tennessee Titans on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 11 | 
            Denver Broncos quarterback Bo Nix (10) runs for a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game against the Seattle Seahawks, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) slips from a tackle by Tampa Bay Buccaneers linebacker Lavonte David during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Jason Behnken)
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            New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers tries to scramble from San Francisco 49ers defensive end Leonard Floyd (56) and defensive end Nick Bosa, right, before being sacked by Floyd during the first half of an NFL football game in Santa Clara, Calif., Monday, Sept. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker T.J. Watt (90) sacks Atlanta Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins (18) during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            New York Giants quarterback Daniel Jones (8) looks on after being tackled during the second half of an NFL football game against the Minnesota Vikings, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 11 | 
            Cleveland Browns' Deshaun Watson walks off the field after an NFL football game against the Dallas Cowboys in Cleveland, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers kicker Chris Boswell kicks a 43-yard field goal with Cameron Johnston (5) during the first half of an NFL preseason football game against the Buffalo Bills, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Arizona Cardinals kick returner DeeJay Dallas returns a kickoff for a touchdown against the Buffalo Bills during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Orchard Park, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes)
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            Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Xavier Worthy heads for the end zone after catching a 35-yard pass for a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game against the Baltimore Ravens Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Philadelphia Eagles running back Saquon Barkley (26) celebrates after scoring against the Green Bay Packers during the first half of an NFL football game, Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, at the Neo Quimica Arena in Sao Paulo. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Passing in Week 1 reached its lowest level for any week in the NFL since 2007

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 11 | 
            Chicago Bears quarterback Caleb Williams calls a play at the line of scrimmage during the first half of an NFL football game against the Tennessee Titans on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 11

                                    
                                    Chicago Bears quarterback Caleb Williams calls a play at the line of scrimmage during the first half of an NFL football game against the Tennessee Titans on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 11 | 
            Denver Broncos quarterback Bo Nix (10) runs for a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game against the Seattle Seahawks, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 11

                                    
                                    Denver Broncos quarterback Bo Nix (10) runs for a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game against the Seattle Seahawks, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 11 | 
            Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) slips from a tackle by Tampa Bay Buccaneers linebacker Lavonte David during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Jason Behnken)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 11

                                    
                                    Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) slips from a tackle by Tampa Bay Buccaneers linebacker Lavonte David during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Tampa, Fla. (AP Photo/Jason Behnken)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 11 | 
            New York Jets quarterback Aaron Rodgers tries to scramble from San Francisco 49ers defensive end Leonard Floyd (56) and defensive end Nick Bosa, right, before being sacked by Floyd during the first half of an NFL football game in Santa Clara, Calif., Monday, Sept. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            New York Giants quarterback Daniel Jones (8) looks on after being tackled during the second half of an NFL football game against the Minnesota Vikings, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in East Rutherford, N.J. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            Cleveland Browns' Deshaun Watson walks off the field after an NFL football game against the Dallas Cowboys in Cleveland, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers kicker Chris Boswell kicks a 43-yard field goal with Cameron Johnston (5) during the first half of an NFL preseason football game against the Buffalo Bills, Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Arizona Cardinals kick returner DeeJay Dallas returns a kickoff for a touchdown against the Buffalo Bills during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Orchard Park, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeffrey T. Barnes)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 11

                                    
                                    Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Xavier Worthy heads for the end zone after catching a 35-yard pass for a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game against the Baltimore Ravens Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 11 | 
            Philadelphia Eagles running back Saquon Barkley (26) celebrates after scoring against the Green Bay Packers during the first half of an NFL football game, Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, at the Neo Quimica Arena in Sao Paulo. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 11

                                    
                                    Philadelphia Eagles running back Saquon Barkley (26) celebrates after scoring against the Green Bay Packers during the first half of an NFL football game, Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, at the Neo Quimica Arena in Sao Paulo. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            JOSH DUBOW

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Inside the Numbers dives into NFL statistics, streaks and trends each week. For more Inside the Numbers, head here.
___
From rookies struggling in their first career starts to high-paid quarterbacks not living up to their contracts to rusty veterans coming off injuries, the passing in Week 1 of the NFL season looked to be from a different era.
More than half the starting quarterbacks in the NFL failed to reach the usually easy to achieve threshold of 200 yards passing in a game in what proved to be the least prolific week for throwing the ball since the 2007 season.
In all, teams averaged 188.3 net yards passing per game, the fewest in any week since Week 15 in 2007 when the number was 187.1 and down 28.6% from the Week 1 record average of 263.8 set five years ago.
There were 17 starting QBs who threw for fewer than 200 yards for the second time since the start of the 2011 season. There were 18 in the final week of the 2023 season when several regular starters rested before the postseason.

    


The three rookie QBs combined for only 415 yards passing, with Washington's Jayden Daniels getting 184, followed by 138 for Denver's Bo Nix and 93 for Chicago's Caleb Williams.




Aaron Rodgers (167 yards) and Kirk Cousins (155) both were held well below their usual numbers in their first games back from Achilles tendon injuries. High-paid veterans like Daniel Jones and Deshaun Watson also struggled.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jones threw for 186 yards with no TDs and two interceptions in the New York Giants' 28-6 loss to Minnesota. Jones threw a pick-6 to Andrew Van Ginkel and now has thrown more touchdowns to the opposition (three) than his own teammates (two) since signing a $160 million, four-year deal before the 2023 season.
Watson threw for 165 yards on 49 attempts in Cleveland's 33-17 loss to Dallas and struggled to complete anything downfield. He was 0 for 10 on throws at least 15 yards downfield. There have been 1,753 times a QB has had at least 10 attempts thrown 15 or more yards downfield since Sportradar began tracking air yards in 2006 and Watson was the first to have no completions.

    


While passing success was down, running the ball had a bit of a renaissance with the 121.5 yards rushing per game for teams ranking as the best opening week since 2008 when teams averaged 121.8 yards.
In all, 39.2% of all offense was gained on the ground in Week 1 for the second highest total of any week since the start of the 2012 season. It was at 39.7% in Week 9 in 2022.
Rare win
The Bears somehow managed to win despite a rough debut for Williams, who went 14 for 29 for 93 yards and didn't lead the offense on a single TD drive in a 24-17 win over Tennessee.
Williams became the first QB picked first overall to win his first career start since David Carr did it for the expansion Houston Texans against Dallas in 2002. No. 1 picks had been 0-14-1 in their first starts since then, with Kyler Murray getting the tie in 2019.
Williams' 93 yards passing were the fewest by a No. 1 pick quarterback who started the opener since John Elway had 14 for Denver against Pittsburgh in 1983.

    


The Bears rallied from 17 points down to win with help from a blocked punt returned for a TD, an interception returned for a score and three field goals. In the Super Bowl era, teams that scored no offensive touchdowns in a game that trailed by at least 17 points have a 3-1,225 record, with Chicago accounting for two of those wins.
The Bears rallied from 23-3 down to beat Arizona 24-23 on Oct. 16, 2006, behind two defensive TDs and a punt return score by Devin Hester. Kansas City was the other team to do it in 2016 against Carolina.
The Steelers also won their opener without scoring an offensive touchdown, getting six field goals from Chris Boswell to beat Atlanta 18-10. This was the first time since 2006 that two teams won in Week 1 without an offensive touchdown. Seattle beat Detroit 9-6 and the Rams beat Denver 18-10 that year. 
Happy returns
The first week of the new kickoff rule featured fewer touchbacks, a rare return TD and far better starting field position.

    


The return rate on kicks in Week 1 was 33%, compared with the record low of 22% last season, which led to the change. It was the highest rate of returns on the opening weekend since 2016 when 37% of kicks were returned.
Arizona's DeeJay Dallas had a 96-yard return against Buffalo for the first kick return touchdown in a season opener since Miami's Jakeem Grant and Tennessee's Darius Jennings did it in 2018. There were only four kickoff return TDs all of last season -- the fewest in any season since 1993 when there also was four.
The average starting field position after kicks was the 29.5-yard line, up from the 25.5 last season. The best average start following a kickoff since 2000 was the 29-yard line in 2002, according to Sportradar.
Just for kicks
The opening week was a big one for kickers with 21 field goals made from at least 50 yards -- six more than in any week in NFL history.

    


That doesn't even count a 66-yarder from Dallas' Brandon Aubrey that would have tied Justin Tucker's record for the longest ever but was negated by a delay-of-game penalty.
Boswell and Houston's Ka'imi Fairbairn each had three of the long field goals -- the first time any player had done that in a season opener.
Boswell and San Francisco's Jake Moody both tied an NFL record by making six field goals in an opener, with two of Moody's kicks also coming from at least 50 yards.
Dazzling debuts
Xavier Worthy and Saquon Barkley had dazzling debuts for their new teams.
Worthy, the speedy first-round receiver for Kansas City, scored on a 21-yard run on his first touch as a pro and added a 35-yard touchdown catch in the fourth quarter of a 27-20 victory over Baltimore.
Worthy became just the second player in NFL history to score on a run of at least 20 yards and a catch of at least 30 yards in his first career game. The only other was James Brim, who did it as a replacement player during the 1987 strike for Minnesota at Green Bay. Worthy also joined Kareem Hunt as the only Chiefs players to score two TDs in their debut.
Barkley made a strong first impression after signing with Philadelphia in free agency. He caught a TD pass and ran for two more scores in a 34-29 win over Green Bay. He joined Terrell Owens as the only Eagles players to score at least three TDs in their first game with the team. Owens did it in 2004 against the Giants.
Barkley had just one three-touchdown game in 76 games in the regular season or playoffs with New York before doing it in his first game with the rival Eagles.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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            As part of the rules for their debate, Harris and Trump's microphones were muted while their opponent answered questions from the moderators, and while they were unable to respond verbally in those moments, both nominees reacted with their faces to what they were hearing.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump emerged Wednesday from a rocky debate against Kamala Harris looking to regain his footing with 55 days until Election Day, the first ballots already going out in Alabama and other states on the cusp of early voting.
Not even three months ago, Trump stepped off the debate stage in Atlanta having watched President Joe Biden deliver a disjointed, whispery performance that led the 81-year-old Democrat to end his reelection bid and endorse Harris, his vice president. By the end of Tuesday night, it was the 78-year-old Trump on the defensive after the 59-year-old Harris controlled much of the debate, repeatedly baiting the Republican former president into agitated answers replete with exaggerations and mistruths.
The performance left many Republicans scrambling to pick apart Harris' performance and insist that Trump still has time to refocus on the economy, immigration and other issues that could sway a closely divided electorate. 

    


"I think the contrast could have been drawn more sharply on what her policies have done over the last three and a half years," said Republican Sen. Shelley Moore Capito of West Virginia in a critique of the former president's approach. "That's what I would have focused on."




Harris' campaign immediately pitched the idea of a second debate. Fox News has proposed an October matchup but with moderators that Trump has indicated he does not prefer. And he said via his Truth Social account Wednesday that there is no need for a second round,

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In the World of Boxing or UFC, when a Fighter gets beaten or knocked out, they get up and scream, "I DEMAND A REMATCH, I DEMAND A REMATCH!" Well, it's no different with a Debate," Trump wrote, as he claimed victory. "She was beaten badly last night ... so why would I do a Rematch?"
Trump and Harris were together briefly Wednesday in New York, where they joined President Biden and other dignitaries to mark the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center. They shook hands for the second time in 12 hours, with the first coming when Harris approached Trump on the debate stage to introduce herself in the first sign of the aggressive approach she would take during the event.

    


The former president, who flouted convention with a surprise appearance late Tuesday in the post-debate spin room, insisted he won the night, though he also blasted ABC moderators as unfair. It was a tacit acknowledgement that he did not accomplish what he wanted against Harris. Trump and some of his allies in online posts speculated about punishing ABC by taking away its broadcast license -- the network doesn't need a license to operate but individual stations do -- or denying access to its reporters. 
"We had a great night. We won the debate. We had a terrible, a terrible network," Trump said Wednesday on Fox News. "They should be embarrassed. I mean they kept correcting me and what I said was largely right or I hope it was right."
Harris was jubilant late Tuesday, telling late-night rallygoers in Philadelphia that it was a "great night," even as she repeated that she sees Democrats as "underdogs" against Trump.

    


She won the endorsement of music and cultural star Taylor Swift as a range of political commentators and strategists on both sides of the political aisle expressed a broad consensus that she bested Trump. Still, there was no evidence the debate yielded immediate broad shifts toward Harris among people who watched, and the Trump campaign pointed to news reports featuring voices of undecided voters not being swayed for her.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


His campaign was not considering any strategy or staffing changes, said an official who was not authorized to speak publicly by name. Trump hit the points he needed to hit, the official said, and the debate felt lopsided because Harris was not pressed by the moderators, especially on her moving away from her earlier, more liberal positions on some issues.
Harris senior campaign aides were pleased with her performance but still see a 50-50 race. The debate in their view was a maximized opportunity: Harris communicated her priorities and held Trump accountable in front of a national audience, including voters who were first tuning into the campaign. Their job over the next eight weeks, they say, is to capitalize on the performance by reaching and organizing their targeted coalition. 

    


About 6 in 10 debate-watchers said that Harris outperformed Trump, while about 4 in 10 said that Trump did a better job, according to a flash poll conducted by CNN. Before the debate, the same voters were evenly split on whether Trump or Harris would win.
The vast majority of interviewed debate-watchers -- who do not reflect the views of the full voting public -- also said that the event wouldn't affect their votes in the election. Perceptions of the two candidates remain largely unchanged.

    


"He says a lot of stuff. And he's said so many things over the years. And if you want to internalize that in a way that you think is any different from the past -- my point is, that doesn't make much difference," insisted Sen. Mike Braun, R-Ind. 
Nonetheless, with pending battles for control of the House and Senate, Republicans on Capitol Hill found themselves answering for Trump's most outlandish statements, notably his claim that Haitian immigrants in Ohio are eating domestic cats and dogs.. 
When Florida Sen. Rick Scott was asked about the appropriateness of Trump's comments, he deferred questions to Hung Cao, the Republican Senate nominee in Virginia. "President Trump is President Trump, and you've got to admire him for that," said Cao. 
Republican Gov. Chris Sununu of New Hampshire allowed that Harris won by traditional debate standards but fell short in convincing swing voters focused on their economic conditions.
"The majority of those swing voters are still results driven," Sununu said on CNN, adding that Trump still has opportunities to sway voters if he concentrates on the economy, immigration and, especially, foreign policy. 
Yet even when talking policy, Trump handed Democrats a cudgel with his answers on health care. After twice running for president on promises of repealing and replacing the Affordable Care Act, commonly called "Obamacare," Trump falsely insisted that he saved the 2010 law. At the same time, Trump stood by his long-standing promises to replace the law with something better but when pressed acknowledged that he still had no specific proposal.
"I have concepts of a plan," Trump said in a remark that became quick fodder for online memes and merchandise. 
Braun promised those voters will hear more about GOP accomplishments and proposals, but acknowledged that it may not be Trump leading that effort: "Whether he does it or the rest of us have to do it, the case will be made between now and November 5th."
___
Barrow reported from Atlanta. Gomez Licon reported from New York. AP Polling Editor Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux and AP Congressional Correspondent Lisa Mascaro in Washington contributed to this report.
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            The post-pandemic spike in U.S. inflation eased further last month as year-over-year price increases reached a three-year low, clearing the way for the Federal Reserve to cut interest rates and likely shaping the economic debate in the presidential race.
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            FILE - Shoppers pause in the produce section at a Walmart Superstore in Secaucus, New Jersey, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez, File)
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            A shopper looks over an unsold 2025 Cooper S hardtop on display with Countryman S utility vehicles in the showroom of a Mini dealership Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Highlands Ranch, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            FILE - Crashaunya Hartsfield with Hart and Soul Beverages arranges organic cold-pressed juices, herbal teas, and organic lemonade at the Owensboro Regional Farmers Market in Owensboro, Ky., on Aug. 31, 2024. (Greg Eans/The Messenger-Inquirer via AP, File)
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        Annual US consumer inflation fell to 2.5% in August, a 3-year low
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The post-pandemic spike in U.S. inflation eased further last month as year-over-year price increases reached a three-year low, clearing the way for the Federal Reserve to cut interest rates and likely shaping the economic debate in the final weeks of the presidential race.
Wednesday's report from the Labor Department showed that consumer prices rose 2.5% in August from a year earlier, down from 2.9% in July. It was the fifth straight annual drop and the smallest since February 2021. From July to August, prices rose just 0.2%. 
Excluding volatile food and energy costs, so-called core prices rose 3.2% in August from a year ago, the same as in July. On a month-to-month basis, core prices rose 0.3%, a slight pickup from July's 0.2% increase. Economists closely watch core prices, which typically provide a better read of future inflation trends.

    


"Today's report will add to confidence within the Fed that inflation is indeed on a sustainable path towards 2%," the Fed's target level, Carl Weinberg, chief economist at High Frequency Economics, wrote in a note to clients. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

For months, cooling inflation has provided gradual relief to America's consumers, who were stung by the price surges that erupted three years ago, particularly for food, gas, rent and other necessities. Inflation peaked in mid-2022 at 9.1%, the highest rate in four decades.




And Americans' paychecks have risen steadily for the past three years. Overall incomes have even outpaced inflation for roughly the past 18 months, helping more households handle elevated prices. On Tuesday, the Census Bureau reported that the median inflation-adjusted household income rose 4% last year to above $80,000, essentially matching the 2019 peak. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wednesday's inflation figures followed a presidential debate Tuesday night in which former President Donald Trump attacked Vice President Kamala Harris for the price spikes that began a few months after the Biden-Harris administration took office, when global supply chains seized up and caused severe shortages of parts and labor.

    


During the debate, Trump falsely characterized the scope of the inflation surge when he claimed, "They had the highest inflation perhaps in the history of our country." In 1980, inflation reached 14.6% -- much higher than the 2022 peak.
A key reason for last month's drop in overall inflation was the third drop in gas prices in the past four months: Average gas prices fell 0.6% from July to August and are down 10.6% from a year ago. And used cars fell 1% last month. Measured from a year earlier, used car prices have tumbled 10.4%. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Grocery prices were unchanged from July to August, extending a cool-down in food costs even though they remain much higher than they were three years ago. Over the past year, grocery prices have ticked up just 0.9%, similar to the pace of pre-pandemic food inflation. 
Still, many Americans are taking steps to try to stretch their budgets. Kelsey Aubrey, who lives in North Palm Beach, Florida, and was shopping at the discount grocer Aldi on Tuesday, said she typically visits up to four or five stores in her search for the lowest grocery prices.

    


"We hop from store to store, trying to save where we can," she said. "Our bills are still pretty high. And we're working a ton to pay the bills."
The tick-up in core inflation from July to August reflected an acceleration in housing costs and some spikes in the prices of air fares and hotel rooms, which are likely to prove temporary. Airline fares jumped 3.9% just from July to August after having dropped the previous five months. Hotel room prices climbed 1.8% last month; they had fallen in two of the previous three months. 
Fed officials, who are watching housing costs closely, expect them to cool more consistently. According to the real estate brokerage Redfin, the median rent for a new lease rose just 0.9% in August from a year earlier, to $1,645 a month. But the government's measure includes all rents, including those for people who have been in their apartments for years. It takes time for the slowdown in new rents to show up in the government's data. Last month, rental costs rose 5.2% from a year ago, according to the government's consumer price index.

    


The Fed's policymakers have signaled that they're increasingly confident that inflation is falling back to their 2% target and are now shifting their focus to supporting the job market, which is steadily cooling. As a result, they are poised to begin cutting their benchmark interest rate next week from its 23-year high in hopes of bolstering growth and hiring. 
A modest quarter-point cut is widely expected. The pickup in core inflation makes it unlikely that the Fed would consider cutting its key rate by a larger-than-usual half-point next week, as some Wall Street traders had hoped. Stock prices slid as a result, with the broad S&P 500 index falling about 1.6% in mid-morning trading. 

    


Still, over time, a series of Fed rate cuts should reduce the cost of borrowing across the economy, including for mortgages, auto loans and credit cards. 
During the presidential campaign, Harris has proposed subsidies for home buyers and builders in an effort to ease housing costs. She also backs a federal ban on price-gouging for groceries. Trump has said he would boost energy production to try to reduce overall inflation.
A number of trends suggest that inflation will keep slowing. Those signs include a drop in oil prices to roughly $67 a barrel early Wednesday, down from a high of $80 last month. 
Americans' paychecks are also growing more slowly -- an average of about 3.5% annually, still a solid pace -- which reduces inflationary pressures. Two years ago, wage growth was topping 5%, a level that can force businesses to sharply raise prices to cover their higher labor costs. 
In a high-profile speech last month, Fed Chair Jerome Powell noted that inflation was coming under control and suggested that the job market was unlikely to be a source of inflationary pressure. 
___
Associated Press Video Journalist Cody Jackson contributed to this report from North Palm Beach, Florida.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/inflation-prices-interest-rates-economy-federal-reserve-bb1f4cfeede550c6c82fd78e2ea537a5
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            Mourners carry the covered bodies of Palestinians who were killed in an Israeli airstrike on a crowded tent camp housing Palestinians displaced by the war in the Muwasi, outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli airstrike on a crowded tent camp housing Palestinians displaced by the war in Muwasi, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. An Israeli strike killed at least 40 people and wounded 60 others early Tuesday, Palestinian officials said. Israel said it targeted "significant" Hamas militants, allegations denied by the militant group. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners pray over the covered bodies of Palestinians who were killed in an Israeli airstrike on a crowded tent camp housing Palestinians displaced by the war in the Muwasi, outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            This undated photo released by the Israel Defense Forces shows the Gaza tunnel where it says six Israeli hostages were recently killed by Hamas militants. (Israeli Army via AP)
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            Blindfolded and bounded protesters take part in a protest against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and call for the release of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            Palestinians look at the destruction after an Israeli airstrike on a crowded tent camp housing Palestinians displaced by the war in Muwasi, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. An Israeli strike killed at least 40 people and wounded 60 others early Tuesday, Palestinian officials said. Israel said it targeted "significant" Hamas militants, allegations denied by the militant group. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            Mourners pray over the covered bodies of Palestinians who were killed in an Israeli airstrike on a crowded tent camp housing Palestinians displaced by the war in the Muwasi, outside the hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            This undated photo released by the Israel Defense Forces shows the Gaza tunnel where it says six Israeli hostages were recently killed by Hamas militants. (Israeli Army via AP)
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                                        Israeli airstrikes across Gaza killed dozens more Palestinians on Wednesday, according to local officials. They said strikes on a U.N. school being used as a shelter and two homes killed at least 34 people, including 19 women and children.
The Health Ministry says more than 41,000 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza since the Israel-Hamas war began. It does not differentiate between fighters and civilians in its count. The war has caused vast destruction and displaced about 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million, often multiple times.
Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, in their Oct. 7 attack that sparked the war. They abducted another 250 and are still holding around 100. Around a third of them are believed to be dead.
Here's the latest:
Party affiliated with Muslim Brotherhood becomes largest in Jordan's parliament
AMMAN, Jordan -- An Islamic party affiliated with the regional Muslim Brotherhood movement has emerged as the largest party in Jordan's parliament after tapping into public anger over Israel's war against Hamas.

    


The Islamic Action Front captured 31 seats in this week's Jordanian parliamentary election, the country's election commission announced Wednesday. The IAF had just eight seats in the previous parliament.




Although it is the largest single party, it fell far short of a majority in the 138-seat parliament. 
The Islamic Action Front has organized hundreds of pro-Hamas demonstrations across Jordan and used a green triangle often associated with Hamas during its election campaign. In another sign of possible discontent, official state-run media said turnout for the election was just 32%.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jordan is home to a large Palestinian population. Although the kingdom is a strong U.S. ally and maintains diplomatic relations with Israel, the general public is widely sympathetic to the Palestinians.
Parliamentary elections are seen as a reflection of public opinion in Jordan, where governing powers are concentrated in the hands of King Abdullah II.

    


UN condemns Israeli airstrike on school being used as shelter in Gaza
UNITED NATIONS -- The United Nations is condemning the Israeli airstrike on a U.N. school being used as a shelter in Gaza and trying to confirm reports that some U.N. staff members were killed in the attack.
U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters Wednesday that it was the fifth airstrike on the same school in the Nuseirat refugee camp in central Gaza since Israel retaliated for Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks in southern Israel.
"We condemn all airstrikes that target civilians and those that also target U.N. facilities," Dujarric said.
According to hospital officials, the Israeli airstrike Wednesday killed at least 14 people, including two children, when it hit the school run by the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees known as UNRWA now being used to shelter Palestinian families.
"Our policy is clear. U.N. premises should never be targeted, nor should U.N. premises be used by any groups or any force from which to launch military activities," he said. "U.N. premises need to be protected. U.N. premises need to be respected, and that is by all parties to any conflict."

    


Israel will increase security on West Bank's border with Jordan after attack, Netanyahu says
JERUSALEM -- Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says Israel will beef up security along the West Bank's border with Jordan after a deadly attack this week.
Three Israeli civilians were killed Sunday when a Jordanian truck driver who had entered the West Bank through a major crossing opened fire.
Visiting on Wednesday, Netanyahu called the area a "border of peace" and said Israel was cooperating with Jordan to maintain quiet.
Netanyahu says militants have stepped up efforts to smuggle weapons from Jordan into the occupied territory, which Israel captured from Jordan in the 1967 Mideast war.
"We will work here to construct a stronger barrier against smuggling attempts," he said, saying all work will be coordinated with Jordan.
Israel and Jordan signed a peace agreement 30 years ago. The countries maintain good security ties, though diplomatic relations have been strained by Israel's ongoing war against Hamas.
Israeli airstrike on Gaza school sheltering displaced families kills at least 14 people, hospital says
An Israeli airstrike killed at least 14 people, including two children, when it hit a U.N. school sheltering displaced Palestinian families in central Gaza on Wednesday, hospital officials said.

    


The Israeli military said it was targeting Hamas militants planning attacks from inside the school, located in the Nuseirat refugee camp. The claim could not be independently confirmed.
Officials from Awda Hospital in Nuseirat said they had received 10 dead from the strike, and another four dead were brought to Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the nearby town of Deir al-Balah. At least one woman and two children were among those killed, and at least 18 people were wounded, hospital officials said.
One of the children was the daughter of Momin Selmi, a member of Gaza's civil defense agency, which works rescuing wounded and bodies after strikes, the agency said in a statement. Selmi hadn't seen his daughter for 10 months, since he remained in north Gaza to keep working while his family fled south, the agency said.

    


Tens of thousands of Palestinians driven from their homes by Israeli offensives and evacuation orders are living in Gaza's schools.
The school hit Thursday -- called the al-Jaouni Boys Preparatory School, one of the many in Gaza run by the U.N. agency for Palestinians UNWRA -- has been hit by multiple strikes over the course of the war.
Israel frequently bombs schools, saying they are being used by Hamas militants. It blames Hamas for civilian casualties from its strikes, saying its fighters base themselves and operate among civilians.
More than 90% of Gaza's school buildings have been severely or partially damaged in strikes, and more than half the schools housing displaced people have been hit, according to a survey in July by the Education Cluster, a collection of aid groups led by UNICEF and Save the Children.
Israel's 11-month-old campaign in Gaza has killed at least 41,084 Palestinians and wounded another 95,029, the territory's Health Ministry said Wednesday. Israel launched its campaign vowing to destroy Hamas after the Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel, in which militants killed some 1,200 people and abducted 250 others.
Israel's military says attacker who crashed his fuel truck in the West Bank was targeting Israeli forces
The Israeli military says the attacker who crashed his fuel truck in the Israeli-occupied West Bank on Wednesday was intentionally targeting Israeli forces.
The attack, in which the driver rammed the truck into a bus stop in central West Bank, left one man in critical condition. Israeli officials said that soldiers and an armed civilian had "neutralized" the attacker, but it was not immediately clear whether that meant he had been killed.
It appeared the attacker was a Palestinian Israeli. The military said his home had been identified in southern Israel ahead of "potential demolition."
Israel frequently demolishes homes of Palestinians suspected of carrying out attacks against Israelis, a tactic Palestinians decry as collective punishment.
Israeli president condemns fuel-truck attack in the West Bank 
BELGRADE, Serbia - Israel's President Isaac Herzog said that "this has been a very painful and difficult morning for the people of Israel" because of an attack in the Israeli-occupied West Bank and a helicopter crash in Gaza.
Speaking in Serbia's capital, Belgrade, Herzog described Wednesday's attack as a "horrific, criminal terror attack" and expressed "sorrow for the pain it has inflicted." He did not elaborate but was apparently referring to the incident when a fuel tanker crashed into a West Bank bus stop, seriously injuring one person. Israeli officials said it was an attack.
The Israeli military said the driver was "neutralized" at the scene. It did not immediately identify the driver or provide evidence that the crash was an attack. Violence in the West Bank has escalated since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack ignited the war in Gaza.
Herzog also said at a joint news conference with Serbia's President Aleksandar Vucic that "my heart also goes out to the fighters who were killed last night in a helicopter crash in Gaza and I wish those wounded a full and swift recovery."
The Israeli military said that two Israeli soldiers died and seven were injured when their helicopter crashed in the southern Gaza Strip overnight in a non-combat-related incident. 
Biden is 'outraged and deeply saddened' by death of American activist shot by Israeli forces in the West Bank
WASHINGTON -- President Joe Biden says he is "outraged and deeply saddened" by the death of an American activist who was shot by Israeli forces while protesting settlements in the occupied West Bank, calling it "totally unacceptable."
"There must be full accountability," Biden said in a statement released early on Wednesday. "And Israel must do more to ensure that incidents like this never happen again."
The Israeli military said on Tuesday that Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, was likely shot "indirectly and unintentionally" by its soldiers, and that it had launched a criminal investigation.
That drew a strong rebuke from her family members, who said in a statement that they were "deeply offended by the suggestion that her killing by a trained sniper was in any way unintentional." They said "the disregard shown for human life in the inquiry is appalling."
During Friday's demonstration, clashes broke out between Palestinians throwing stones and Israeli troops firing tear gas and ammunition, according to Jonathan Pollak, an Israeli protester who was there. He said the violence had subsided about a half hour before Eygi was shot.
The military said its forces appear to have aimed at the "key instigator of the riot" and hit Eygi by mistake. Eygi also had Turkish citizenship. 
A statement by Vice President Kamala Harris followed shortly after Biden's, with Harris saying that the U.S. will "continue to hold accountable anyone in the West Bank -- Israelis and Palestinians -- who stokes violence and undermines peace and stability."
Fuel tanker crashes into a bus stop in West Bank, injuring a man in what Israeli officials say was an attack
JERUSALEM -- A fuel tanker crashed into a bus stop in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, seriously injuring one person in what Israeli officials said was an attack.
The Israeli military said the driver was "neutralized" at the scene after the incident on Wednesday. It did not immediately identify the driver or provide evidence that the crash was an attack.
The Magen David Adom rescue service said it was treating the man who was injured, saying he is in critical condition.
Palestinians have carried out a number of stabbing, shooting and car-ramming attacks against Israelis in recent years. The army carries out near-daily raids into Palestinian communities in the West Bank that it says are aimed at dismantling militant groups and preventing attacks.
The violence has escalated since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack ignited the war in Gaza.
Gaza polio vaccination campaign has reached over 82% of targeted children, Palestinian health officials say
RAMALLAH, West Bank -- The Palestinian Health Ministry in the West Bank says an ongoing polio vaccination campaign in the Gaza Strip has reached 82.5% of targeted children.
The ministry said on Wednesday that 527,776 children under the age of 10 have received the first dose of the vaccine across the war-ravaged enclave.
The campaign began earlier this month after the detection of the first confirmed polio case in Gaza in 25 years. It aims at vaccinating about 640,000 children there.
Israel agreed to limited humanitarian pauses to facilitate the campaign, according to the World Health Organization, and there have been no major disruptions from the ongoing war.
The Palestinian Health Ministry in the Israeli-occupied West Bank is part of the Palestinian Authority, whose forces were driven out of Gaza when Hamas seized power there in 2007 and set up its own government.
The two Palestinian health ministries coordinate with one another and exchange information.
Israeli military helicopter crashes in a non-combat-related incident overnight in Gaza, killing 2 soldiers
TEL AVIV, Israel -- The Israeli military says two Israeli soldiers died and seven were injured when their helicopter crashed in the southern Gaza Strip. 
The military said Wednesday that the overnight helicopter crash was not the result of enemy fire and is under investigation. The helicopter was on a mission to evacuate wounded soldiers from Gaza for treatment in Israeli hospitals.
There have been 340 Israeli soldiers killed since the ground operation began in Gaza in late October, at least 50 of whom have been killed in accidents within Gaza -- not as a result of combat with Palestinian militants, according to the military.
Dozens of Palestinian patients expected to leave Gaza through an Israeli crossing, heading to the UAE for medical care
JERUSALEM -- An Israeli official says dozens of Palestinian patients were expected to leave the Gaza Strip on Wednesday by way of an Israeli crossing, in order to travel to the United Arab Emirates for medical care.
The official says over 200 people, mostly children, are expected to leave, along with relatives to accompany them. It is the biggest exit of medical patients through Israel since the war erupted nearly a year ago.
Gaza has been completely sealed off since May, when Israeli forces captured the Gaza side of the border with Egypt, including the Rafah crossing between Egypt and the coastal strip, leading to its closure. Rafah had been the only entry or exit point for Palestinians, including medical patients, since the start of the war.
Since then, Israel has only allowed a small number of children and accompanying relatives to leave for medical treatment.
Israel's military offensive, launched in response to Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, has gutted Gaza's already fragile health system. With few exceptions, Israel has barred Gaza's Palestinians from entering Israel throughout the war.
The official says the patients are leaving through the Kerem Shalom crossing and heading to the Ramon airport in southern Israel, where they will board a flight to the UAE.
The official spoke on condition of anonymity pending a formal announcement by Israeli authorities.
-- By Josef Federman in Jerusalem;
In his first statement as Hamas' top leader, Yahya Sinwar thanks Algeria for its support
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Hamas released the first public statement from Yahya Sinwar since he was appointed its overall leader in August.
In the written statement late Tuesday, Sinwar congratulated Algeria's President Abdelmadjid Tebboune on his reelection and thanked the country for its support for the Palestinian cause. Algeria, the Arab representative on the United Nations Security Council, circulated a draft resolution in May demanding an immediate cease-fire in Gaza and a halt to Israel's military operation in the southern city of Rafah.
A hard-liner within Hamas, Sinwar would have to approve any potential agreement for a cease-fire and hostage release. The United States, Qatar and Egypt have spent most of the year trying to broker such a deal but the negotiations have repeatedly stalled.
Sinwar was one of the architects of the Oct. 7 attack into Israel that ignited the war in Gaza. He has not been seen since the start of the war and is believed to be alive and hiding inside the territory. Israel has vowed to kill him.
Israeli strike kills 5 Palestinians in the West Bank, officials say
RAMALLAH, West Bank -- An Israeli airstrike has killed five Palestinians in the occupied West Bank, Palestinian officials say. 
The Israeli military said it targeted a group of militants in the northern city of Tubas early Wednesday.
The Palestinian Health Ministry in the West Bank confirmed the toll but does not say whether those killed by Israeli fire are militants or civilians.
Israel has stepped up its military raids across the territory in recent weeks and says it is working to dismantle militant groups and prevent attacks. Palestinians say such operations are aimed at cementing Israel's seemingly open-ended military rule over the territory.
Israel captured the West Bank, along with east Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip, in the 1967 Mideast war. The Palestinians want all three territories for their future state. The West Bank has seen a surge in violence since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack out of Gaza ignited the war there.
Israeli airstrikes on the Gaza Strip add at least 20 to the death toll, authorities say
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- Palestinian officials say Israeli airstrikes in the Gaza Strip have killed at least 20 people, including 16 women and children.
An airstrike early Wednesday killed 11 people, including six siblings ranging from 21 months to 21 years old, according to the European Hospital, which received the casualties. The dead from the strike near the southern city of Khan Younis included three other women, a child and a man, according to the hospital.
A strike late Tuesday on a home in the urban Jabaliya refugee camp in northern Gaza killed nine people, including six women and children, according to the Gaza Health Ministry and the Civil Defense first responders. The Civil Defense says the home belonged to Akram al-Najjar, a professor at the al-Quds Open University, who survived the strike.
Israel says it only targets militants, claiming 17,000 militant deaths without providing evidence. It blames civilian deaths on Hamas because its fighters are embedded in dense residential neighborhoods. The military rarely comments on individual strikes, which often kill women and children.
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Spacewalking is the new domain of the super rich as a billionaire makes first private attempt

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Two crew members of SpaceX's Polaris Dawn mission - tech billionaire Jared Isaacman and SpaceX engineer Sarah Gillis - attempt the first privately funded spacewalk.
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- First came space tourism. Now comes an even bigger thrill for the monied masses: spacewalking.
The stage is set for the first private spacewalk Thursday. Tech billionaire Jared Isaacman will pop out of the hatch of his orbiting SpaceX capsule, two days after blasting off from Florida on a chartered flight that lifted him and his crew higher than anyone since NASA's moonwalkers. He partnered with SpaceX CEO Elon Musk to buy a series of rocket rides and help develop brand new spacesuits.
SpaceX is the first private company to attempt a spacewalk, until now the domain of just 12 countries. There's a reason why it's such a niche and elite group: Spacewalking is considered the most dangerous part of any flight after launch and reentry, and demands extensive training.
"Spacewalks are a whole different entire ballgame than just strapping into a rocket and riding it, getting some zero-g time and coming back," said retired NASA astronaut Chris Cassidy.

    


Cassidy knows firsthand about the dangers of spacewalking: He was working outside the International Space Station in 2013 when his partner, Italian astronaut Luca Parmitano, almost drowned. Parmitano's helmet filled with water from his cooling garment, and he barely made it back inside in time. Another 30 minutes that day and "the answer might be different," Cassidy said.




Cassidy worries there's "a slippery slope" where the wealthy could try to jump to the front of a spacewalking line with minimal training. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Risk and disaster analyst Ilan Kelman of University College London said it's "appropriate and inevitable" that non-professionals will end up performing spacewalks. But he anticipates fatalities along the way.
"We can and should do plenty to reduce the risk," said Kelman. "We must be entirely honest with anyone participating, especially the low chance of rescue when something major goes wrong."

    


This spacewalk attempt won't be like what routinely happens at the International Space Station where astronauts float out to do repairs. Isaacman and SpaceX engineer Sarah Gillis will venture just barely outside the capsule as they soar about 450 miles (more than 700 kilometers) above Earth. Their orbit was initially twice that high, but reduced for the spacewalk. 
Besides being new to spacewalking, the crew of four will test suits fresh off the factory floor. All will be exposed to the vacuum of space since the Dragon capsule, unlike larger space vehicles, lacks an airlock. 
For Isaacman, throwing away the cabin atmosphere and then restoring it is the riskiest part of the endeavor. 
"You can't afford to get anything wrong along that journey or you sidetrack it," Isaacman said. "We're going out just long enough to do what we need to do to get the data." 
The bulk of their training over the past two years has focused on the spacewalk, the highlight of their planned five-day flight. SpaceX put considerable preparation and testing into the capsule and suits, said SpaceX's Bill Gerstenmaier, a former NASA manager.

    


For safety, Isaacman and Gillis will always keep a foot or hand on the capsule or the ladder-like support that they'll position above the hatch. They will be tethered to 12-foot (3.6-meter) lines, but there will be no dangling at the end of them. 
The duo will take turns emerging from the hatch, each spending 15 to 20 minutes outside as they flex and test their suits. Their crewmates -- SpaceX engineer Anna Menon and former Air Force Thunderbird pilot Scott "Kidd" Poteet -- will monitor the spacewalk from inside.
The entire spacewalk should last no more than two hours. Isaacman has refused to say how much he invested in the flight.
To date, 263 individuals representing a dozen countries have performed spacewalks, according to NASA statistics, led by Soviet cosmonaut Alexei Leonov in 1965 with NASA's Ed White close behind.
China, the only other country to launch its own citizens into space, joined the spacewalking club in 2008. Europe, Japan, Canada and the United Arab Emirates also have seen their astronauts float outside, but always in NASA or Russian garb and under NASA or Russian control.

    


With SpaceX intent on getting people to the moon and Mars, "we need to start somewhere and the first step is what we're doing on this mission," Gillis said. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Kamala Harris addressed her supporters Tuesday night after clasing with Republican rival Donald Trump in their first face to face meeting in Philadelphia.
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            Sheena Carey laughs as she watches the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Viewers cheer as they watch a debate between Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the Angry Elephant Bar and Grill, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Chris Covert, front right, from Leawood, Kan., watches the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a 97-year-old movie theater Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            A pedestrian stops to watch a television across the street at Alley Cat showing the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Monica Alvarez, second from left, joins other viewers gathered to watch a debate between Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the Angry Elephant Bar and Grill, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Vote buttons are displayed during a presidential debate between Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Muncie, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            An asylum-seeking migrant from Haiti who did not give her name out of fear, helps clean in the kitchen as the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris plays on a television Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at a shelter for migrants in Tijuana, Mexico. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Kels Ferguson, right, supporting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, reacts during the presidential debate between Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at Alley Cat in Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            San Francisco Republican party members watch a presidential debate between Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at Mad Dog In The Fog on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Juliana Yamada)
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            Tristan McPherson watches the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Muncie, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Ikenna Amilo, center, reacts to a comment by Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump during a presidential debate with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Portland, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a 97-year-old movie theater Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            An asylum-seeking migrant from Michoacan, Mexico, walks back to the tent she shares with her family as the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris plays on a television Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at a shelter for migrants in Tijuana, Mexico. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            UC Berkeley students watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Berkeley, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at the Aztec theater Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at the Gipsy Las Vegas in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Karen Sellinger reacts to a comment by former President Donald Trump during the presidential debate between Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Portland, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            Charles Hudson, 76, from Chicago watches the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at the Knotty Luxe Bistro Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Markham, Ill. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at the Aztec theater Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            22 of 23 | 
            Teacher Elmire Desrouleaux, of North Miami, center, reacts during a presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a watch party organized by Democrats from Miami's Haitian-American community, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at Randy's Restaurant & Lounge in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Attendees cheer and laugh as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump mentions Seattle during a debate against Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a watch party at Massive, a queer nightclub, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Sheena Carey laughs as she watches the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Viewers cheer as they watch a debate between Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the Angry Elephant Bar and Grill, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Chris Covert, front right, from Leawood, Kan., watches the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a 97-year-old movie theater Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            A pedestrian stops to watch a television across the street at Alley Cat showing the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Monica Alvarez, second from left, joins other viewers gathered to watch a debate between Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the Angry Elephant Bar and Grill, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Antonio. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Vote buttons are displayed during a presidential debate between Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Muncie, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            An asylum-seeking migrant from Haiti who did not give her name out of fear, helps clean in the kitchen as the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris plays on a television Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at a shelter for migrants in Tijuana, Mexico. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            Kels Ferguson, right, supporting Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, reacts during the presidential debate between Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at Alley Cat in Providence, R.I. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            San Francisco Republican party members watch a presidential debate between Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at Mad Dog In The Fog on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in San Francisco. (AP Photo/Juliana Yamada)
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            Tristan McPherson watches the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Muncie, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Ikenna Amilo, center, reacts to a comment by Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump during a presidential debate with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Portland, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a 97-year-old movie theater Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            An asylum-seeking migrant from Michoacan, Mexico, walks back to the tent she shares with her family as the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris plays on a television Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at a shelter for migrants in Tijuana, Mexico. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull)
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            UC Berkeley students watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Berkeley, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at the Aztec theater Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at the Gipsy Las Vegas in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Karen Sellinger reacts to a comment by former President Donald Trump during the presidential debate between Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Portland, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 23

                                    
                                    Karen Sellinger reacts to a comment by former President Donald Trump during the presidential debate between Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Portland, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 23 | 
            Charles Hudson, 76, from Chicago watches the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at the Knotty Luxe Bistro Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Markham, Ill. (AP Photo/Charles Rex Arbogast)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at the Aztec theater Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Shawnee, Kan. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            Teacher Elmire Desrouleaux, of North Miami, center, reacts during a presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a watch party organized by Democrats from Miami's Haitian-American community, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at Randy's Restaurant & Lounge in Miami. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Attendees cheer and laugh as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump mentions Seattle during a debate against Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at a watch party at Massive, a queer nightclub, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- To many Democrats, Kamala Harris was everything Joe Biden was not in confronting Donald Trump on the debate stage: forceful, fleet of foot, relentless in going after her opponent. 
In a pivot from Biden's debate meltdown in June, Democrats who gathered in bars, watch parties and other venues Tuesday night found lots to cheer in her drive to rattle the Republican. 
In a race for the White House that surveys say is exceptionally close, with both sides looking for an edge, it was the Democrats who came away more exuberant after the nationally televised debate.
"She prosecuted Donald Trump tonight," said Alina Taylor, 51, a high school special education teacher who joined hundreds of people on a football field of the historically Black Salem Baptist Church of Abington in a suburb of Philadelphia, where people watched on a 33-foot (10 meter) screen.

    


As for Trump, she said, "I was appalled" by his performance. "People were laughing at him because he wasn't making very much sense."
In Seattle, people gathered at Massive, a queer nightclub where scores watched the debate on a projector set up in front of the club's large disco ball. The crowd laughed and cheered when Trump branded Harris a Marxist. More cheers when the debate moderator called out Trump's false claim that some states legalize the killing of babies after birth.




"He's getting smoked," one said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But in Brentwood, Tennessee, Sarah Frances Morris heard nothing at her watch party to shake her support of Trump.
"I think he beat her on the border," she said. "I think he also beat her on actually having plans and letting the American people know what those are. And I think that Kamala Harris likes to mention that she has plans for things, but she doesn't actually ever elaborate on what those plans are."
Morris conceded she was watching history being made, "because we have our first Black woman running for president." But, she added, "I don't think she delivered to get her to that place she needed to be."

    


Harris supporter Dushant Puri, 19, a UC Berkeley student, said the vice president took command before the first words were spoken -- when she crossed the stage to shake Trump's hand. "I thought that was pretty significant," Puri said. "It was their first interaction, and I thought Harris was asserting herself."
At the same watch party, fellow student Angel Aldaco, 21, said that, unlike Biden, Harris "came in with a plan and was more concise." 
Aldaco was struck by one of the night's oddest moments, when Trump "went on that rampage about eating pets." That's when Trump endorsed a baseless conspiracy theory that immigrants were stealing and eating people's dogs and cats. Harris was incredulous. "That was good," the student said.
It's questionable how much viewers learned about what Harris would do as president or whether she won over independents or wavering Republicans. But for some Democrats, despondent if not panicked after Biden's fumbling debate performance, it was enough to see a Democratic candidate getting seriously under Trump's skin.

    


"He is pretty incapable when he is riled up," said Ikenna Amilo, an accountant at a Democratic watch party in a small concert venue in downtown Portland, Maine.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"When you poke him, he is really reactive and he doesn't show the temperament you want in a president, so I think Kamala has shown she's doing a good job."
Annetta Clark, 50, a Harris supporter from Vallejo, California, watched at a party hosted by the Oakland Bay Area chapter of the National Coalition of 100 Black Women. To her, the second presidential debate was a mighty relief from the one in June.
"I couldn't stomach the first one, if I'm being honest," Clark said. "I tried to watch it and it was a little too much. This one I was able to enjoy." On Trump's performance: "It was almost like talking to a child with him." Harris? "Fabulous job."
Democrat Natasha Salas, 63, of Highland, Indiana, saw the debate from an Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority watch party at a bistro in Markham, Illinois, and welcomed Harris' call to cool the political temperature -- even as the vice president denounced Trump at every turn.

    


"We all want the same things, Democrats and Republicans," Salas said. "We are more alike than different. I want to see the country move forward and less divisiveness."
Interest in the debate transcended national borders. From a shelter for migrants in Tijuana, Mexico, where dozens watched a translated version of the debates on a television, Rakan al Muhana, 40, an asylum-seeker from Gaza, became animated when the candidates discussed Israel and Palestine.
"We are running from the war," he said. "We are running from the Israeli bombs. He (Trump) doesn't see us as human. My daughter, who is four months -- for him, she's a terrorist."
Al Muhana has been on a four-month journey from Gaza to this border city, with his wife and four children. They left when both his mother and father were killed in a bombing.
___
Associated Press journalists Michael Rubinkam in Philadelphia; George Walker in Nashville; Robert Bukaty in Portland, Maine; Lindsey Wasson in Seattle; Godofredo Vasquez in Berkeley, California; and Gregory Bull in Tijuana, Mexico, contributed to this report.
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            Documents related to the sexual assault case against CIA officer Donald Asquith are arranged for a photograph in New York on Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Patrick Sison)
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            FILE - The seal of the Central Intelligence Agency stands next to a U.S. flag at CIA headquarters in Langley, Va. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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            FILE - CIA director William Burns prepares to leave after the open portion of a hearing of the Senate Intelligence Committee on Capitol Hill, Monday, March 11, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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            FILE - CIA director William Burns prepares to leave after the open portion of a hearing of the Senate Intelligence Committee on Capitol Hill, Monday, March 11, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)
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                                        LEESBURG, Va. (AP) -- At an impromptu party in the office to celebrate his 50th birthday, a veteran CIA officer got drunk, reached up a colleague's skirt and forcibly kissed her in front of stunned co-workers, prosecutors alleged in the latest case of sexual misconduct to spill from the spy agency into a public court.
An Associated Press investigation found Donald Asquith's alleged assault last year happened just days after the CIA promised to crack down on sexual misconduct in its ranks -- even as the agency has refused to disclose details on the extent of the problem. A recent 648-page internal watchdog report that found systemic shortcomings in the CIA's handling of such complaints was classified as "secret," shielded as a potential threat to national security.
"It is inconceivable that sexual misconduct could be considered a state secret," said Kevin Carroll, an attorney who represents several women in the agency who have made complaints.

    


The watchdog report followed an earlier AP investigation that found at least two dozen women in the CIA came forward to authorities and Congress with accounts of sexual assaults, unwanted touching and what they described as a campaign to silence them.




Many were emboldened by a CIA officer trainee who went to police in 2022 after the agency failed to take action against a colleague she accused of assaulting her with a scarf in a stairwell at CIA headquarters. Some of those women now say they have faced retaliation, including the victim of the stairwell attack, who was terminated less than six months after suing the agency.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I believed in the institution implicitly and I also believed all of the things the agency said it was doing to rectify what I saw as an epidemic," said one of those women, who was not named because the AP does not typically identify people who say they are victims of sexual assault. "I realize now that was just lip service."

    


Asquith's case could prove even more embarrassing to the CIA given his lengthy clandestine service overseas and the brazenness of the alleged conduct. It also happened in June 2023, less than a month after CIA Director William Burns announced sweeping reforms intended to keep women safe, streamline claims and more quickly discipline offenders. "We must get this right," he said.
Asquith was charged in April in suburban Washington's Loudoun County, Virginia, with misdemeanor assault and battery following a monthslong sheriff's probe into the boozy party in an off-site CIA office attended by at least a dozen people. 
His accuser, a CIA contractor, told authorities that she repeatedly rebuffed Asquith's advances but that he kept pulling closer, rubbing her leg without her consent and making a series of inappropriate sexual comments, as well as "grunting noises and thrusting motions."
Asquith then "placed his hand up her skirt to her thigh numerous times causing her skirt to lift up, possibly exposing her underwear," said court documents.
The woman told investigators she slapped Asquith's hand away and got up to leave, but that he intervened as she approached the door and asked for a "booby hug" before grabbing her with both hands around her back and rubbing his groin and chest on her. She said Asquith then "forcibly hugged her and kissed all over her face and mouth without her consent."

    


Asquith did not respond to repeated requests for comment. His lawyer, Jon Katz, hung up when called by the AP. 
"CIA takes allegations of sexual assault and harassment extremely seriously," the agency said in a statement, adding that within days of the incident it restricted Asquith's contact with the alleged victim and he retired three months later.
Asquith's case comes amid a flurry of activity surrounding sexual misconduct accusations at the CIA, including ongoing state and federal criminal investigations into an undercover officer in Europe suspected of knowingly infecting at least three CIA colleagues with an incurable sexually transmitted disease. The agency has not explained why that officer remains overseas.

    


Just a week before Asquith's trial begins this month, a federal judge in Washington will sentence another former CIA officer who drugged and sexually abused at least two dozen women he met on Tinder and other dating apps. Prosecutors are seeking a 30-year sentence for Brian Jeffrey Raymond, calling him a serial predator who caused "immeasurable" harm during various overseas postings between 2006 and 2020.
And next month, a now-former CIA officer trainee faces a second trial on charges stemming from the 2022 stairwell attack in the agency's headquarters in Langley, Virginia. Ashkan Bayatpour has admitted wrapping a scarf around the woman's neck but says it was intended as a joke. The woman says it was an attack in which he also attempted to kiss her against her will.

    


"He made a face like he was trying to really hurt me," the woman testified last year during a bench trial in which Bayatpour was convicted of misdemeanor assault and battery. Under Virginia law, the former Navy intelligence officer is entitled to a jury trial after appealing that conviction.
Former CIA case officer Lindsay Moran, author of a 2005 memoir on her life as a spy, said sexual misconduct has long been a problem in the male-dominated agency and became worse after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, when the agency's focus shifted to deploying clandestine combat units to Afghanistan and Iraq.
"They brought their own brand of male toxicity that was like gasoline on the old-boys network that already existed," Moran said. "National security is used as an excuse to brush these concerns under the carpet."
When asked why the watchdog report was classified, keeping secret an accounting of the problem and case histories, CIA said that decision was made by its inspector general, which conducted the inquiry and did not respond to a request for comment. 
Also, the CIA has yet to fulfill AP's longstanding Freedom of Information Act request seeking internal records detailing its response to the Raymond scandal, and why it took so long to uncover assaults he documented in nearly 500 videos and photos that in some instances showed him groping or straddling naked, unconscious victims.
Florida Republican Marco Rubio, vice chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, told AP that lawmakers will continue to "hold agency leaders accountable" after pushing for reforms in the CIA's misconduct reporting process.
"How far does someone have to go before the agency will step in and say enough is enough?" Barbara Gray, a former CIA officer, told AP last year after making an internal complaint accusing her manager of getting into her hotel bed as she slept during a work trip.
CIA assured Gray the supervisor was being "appropriately punished," she said, but then promoted him and featured him in a career development video shown to junior officers. Gray, meanwhile, resigned after her career "seemed to grind to a halt."
"What culture is CIA nurturing when it promotes some of its most egregious offenders?" she said. "I believe the agency is making an effort to improve its reporting processes and procedures, but my question is: What comes next?"
___
Goodman reported from Miami. Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected].
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            Pope Francis arrives in Singapore for the final leg of his trip through Asia after wrapping up his visit to East Timor.
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                                        SINGAPORE (AP) -- Pope Francis flew to Singapore on Wednesday for the final leg of his trip through Asia, arriving in one of the world's richest countries from one of its poorest after a record-setting final Mass in East Timor.
After a brief farewell ceremony, Francis, the Vatican delegation and journalists traveling with him flew to Singapore aboard local carrier Aero Dili's only aircraft, an Airbus A320. It landed about three hours later in Singapore, where Francis had no public events scheduled for the rest of the day.
Francis wrapped up his visit to East Timor with a rally Wednesday morning of its young people, who make up the majority of the 1.3 million population. He urged them to work together to build their young country, using the foundations of older generations who formally secured their independence from Indonesia in 2002, to grow in peace, prosperity and reconciliation.

    


"Go forward with the happiness of youth, but don't forget one thing," Francis told them. "You are the heirs of those who persevered in founding this nation. For this, don't lose your memory, the memory of those who persevered with so much sacrifice to consolidate this nation." 




The 87-year-old pope, who is on the longest and farthest trip of his pontificate, ditched his prepared remarks to speak off the cuff in his native Spanish, as he often does when he's around young people.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The joyous encounter came just hours after around 600,000 people -- or nearly half the population -- packed a seaside park for Francis' Mass. It was held on the same field where St. John Paul II prayed 35 years ago, when East Timor was under brutally oppressive Indonesian rule.
Francis came to East Timor, also known as Timor-Leste, to encourage it more than two decades after it secured independence as it struggles with poverty and high unemployment. 
In his final remarks at the end of the liturgy, Francis warned the Timorese today to beware of the "crocodiles" who come ashore and "want to change your culture, your history."

    


It was an apparent reference both to East Timor's past, as a colonial possession of first Portugal and then Indonesia, but also its current attractiveness to international commercial interests eager to develop its natural gas reserves.
The oil and gas industry is the bedrock of the Timorese economy and the main source of government revenue. Development of the promising offshore Greater Sunrise gas field, shared between Australia and East Timor, has been stalled for more than two decades -- mainly over the question of which country the fuel should be piped to.
Timorese officials believe that piping gas into their country would deliver more benefits for their people despite the added logistical challenges. In an interview last week, President Jose Ramos-Horta said any alternative would have to be "a very persuasive proposal."
Francis, who is from Argentina and is history's first Latin American pope, has long railed against multinational companies that exploit poor countries for their natural resources for their own benefit without taking care to adequately compensate the local population or care for the environment.

    


"And don't go near those crocodiles because they bite, and bite a lot, a lot," Francis said Tuesday night, using a term in Spanish that means both "to bite" and to accept bribes.
The huge turnout in East Timor was a testament to the devout Catholic faith of its people and their reverence of the church, which strongly backed the Timorese' fight for independence. Francis praised the Timorese for having not only built up their country from scratch, but reconciled with Indonesia after securing independence in 2002.
One of the Timorese who campaigned for that independence, Fransisco Dionisio Fernandes, was a 15-year-old acolyte at the Dili Mass celebrated by St. John Paul II on the same field as Francis.
He went on to become one of the most vocal pro-independence activists in East Timor, known locally by his nom de guerre Maukura. But he chose the path of nonviolent resistance rather than joining the guerrillas, preaching a message of reconciliation with Indonesia that Francis underscored during his visit.

    


"What's past is past, every nation certainly has its dark history, and we cannot erase history," Fernandes said in an interview. "East Timor has made a great effort to reconcile the wounds of the past and found a way to pursue a process of genuine reconciliation."
Fernandes, who became a career diplomat, said the focus was now on the future.
"Now is the time for Timorese to fight for the development and people's welfare. With the principle of mutual respect for each other's sovereignty, we rebuild together with Indonesia which is destined to be brothers."
East Timor remains one of the poorest in the world, with around 42% living below the poverty line. It struggles with high levels of unemployment and malnutrition. Nearly two-thirds of the country's citizens are under 30 years old, making youth job creation a high priority.

    


From Dili, Francis was flying to Singapore, one of Asia's economic powerhouses. The city-state's transformation from a colonial port lacking natural resources into an economic power since its independence from Malaysia in 1965 has long been touted as a success story.
It enjoys one of the highest living standards in the world, and is known for its safety and low crime rate. But it is also one of the most expensive cities to live in and its competitive work environment makes for a stressful, overworked people.
Francis has no official program in Singapore on Wednesday other than a private meeting with his Jesuit confreres.
___
Niniek Karmini reported from Dili, East Timor. Eileen Ng contributed to this report from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            FILE - ABC World News Tonight Anchor David Muir, left, addresses members of the audience while standing with ABC News Live Anchor Linsey Davis, Friday, Feb. 7, 2020 in Manchester, N.H. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at the Gipsy Las Vegas in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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                                        The ABC News moderators were great. No, actually they were a "disgraceful failure." They cut off Kamala Harris too much. No, actually they corrected Donald Trump unfairly. 
Such is the contentious tenor of the times in 2024's campaign season. And so it went Tuesday night at Trump's and Harris' first -- and possibly only -- debate. 
In an illustration of how difficult it is to conduct a presidential debate in a polarized country, ABC News moderators David Muir and Linsey Davis fact-checked and corrected Trump four times Tuesday and were attacked angrily by the former president and his supporters. The moderators asked about economic policy, the war in Ukraine, abortion, the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol insurrection and changes in Harris' stances since her 2020 presidential run.
It was the only scheduled debate between the two candidates, although Fox News Channel has proposed another one. Trump, following Tuesday's session, said he'd be "less inclined to because we had a great night." On social media, Trump echoed many of his supporters in criticizing ABC, saying the debate was essentially three on one.

    


In the end, Trump logged 43 minutes and 3 seconds of time talking, while Harris had 37 minutes and 41 seconds, according to a count by The New York Times.




Opinions on the coverage were a political litmus test
The debate's stakes were high to begin with, not only because of the impending election itself but because the last presidential debate in June -- between Trump and sitting President Joe Biden, whose performance was roundly panned -- uncorked a series of events that ended several weeks later with Biden's withdrawal from the race and Harris stepping in. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Opinions on how ABC handled the latest debate Tuesday were, in a large sense, a Rorschach test on how supporters of both sides felt about how it went. MSNBC commentator Chris Hayes sent a message on X that the ABC moderators were doing an "excellent" job -- only to be answered by conservative commentator Ben Shapiro, who said, "this is how you know they're complete s---."

    


While CNN chose not to correct any misstatements by the candidates during Trump's debate with Biden in June, ABC instead challenged statements that Trump made about abortion, immigration, the 2020 election and violent crime.
During a discussion of abortion, Trump made his oft-repeated claim that Democrats supported killing babies after they were born. Said Davis: "There is no state in the country where it is legal to kill a baby after it was born."
Muir pointed out that Trump, after years of publicly not admitting to his defeat to Biden in the 2020 election, had recently on three separate occasions conceded he had lost. Trump replied that he had been sarcastic in making those recent statements.
"I didn't detect the sarcasm," Muir said.
After suggesting that crime had gone up during the Biden administration, Muir pointed out that violent crime had gone down during that period, prompting an argument with the former president. ABC also noted, after Trump had repeated a debunked report that immigrants were killing and eating pets in Ohio, that there had been no evidence that had happened.

    


ABC moderators did not correct any statements made by Harris.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"Could they have done more? Yes," said Angie Drodnic Holan, director of the international fact-checking network at the Poynter Institute, said in an interview. "Did they do enough? I would say yes. The alternative was none."
Toward the end of the debate, CNN fact checker Daniel Dale said on social media that "Trump has been staggeringly dishonest and Harris has been overwhelmingly (though not entirely) factual."
Both candidates didn't answer some questions
As is often the case in debates, the moderators often saw specific questions go unanswered. Harris, for example, was asked to address Trump's criticism that the U.S. Justice Department has been weaponized against him. She did not. She also skirted questions about changes to some of her past positions on issues. Muir twice asked Trump whether he wanted Ukraine to win its war against Russia, and he didn't answer.
The split screen views of both candidates onscreen told different stories. Trump often looked angry or smiled at some of Harris' statements, while avoiding eye contact with his opponent. Harris looked over at her opponents several times, often in bemusement, sometimes in open amusement, sometimes shaking her head.

    


Online anger toward how ABC handled the evening began while the debate was ongoing, and quickly became a talking point.
"These moderators are a disgraceful failure, and this is one of the most biased, unfair debates I have ever seen," conservative commentator Megyn Kelly posted on X. "Shame on ABC."
Answering online critics who complained ABC stacked the deck in Harris' favor, Atlantic writer James Surowiecki wrote that "the way they 'rigged' the debate is by letting (Trump) hang himself with his own stream of consciousness rambles."

    


"It was like a 4Chan post come to life," CNN's Jake Tapper said.
On Fox News Channel, anchor Martha MacCallum said after the debate that Harris "was never really held to the fire." Commentator Brit Hume agreed with her, but said something else was at play.
"Make no mistake about it," Hume said. "Trump had a bad night."
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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            Former President Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris spared Tuesday night over rally sizes, race and their visions for the country in their first - and likely only - prime-time, televised debate before November's election.
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            This combination of photos shows Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during an ABC News presidential debate at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris participate during an ABC News presidential debate at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump waves as he departs a campaign event at Central Wisconsin Airport, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Mosinee, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives on Air Force Two at Atlantic Aviation Philadelphia, Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, near Philadelphia International Airport, ahead of the presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            The motorcade of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris passes a billboard in support of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, ahead of the presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                    Former President Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris spared Tuesday night over rally sizes, race and their visions for the country in their first - and likely only - prime-time, televised debate before November's election.
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            This combination of photos shows Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during an ABC News presidential debate at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris participate during an ABC News presidential debate at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump waves as he departs a campaign event at Central Wisconsin Airport, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Mosinee, Wis. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives on Air Force Two at Atlantic Aviation Philadelphia, Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, near Philadelphia International Airport, ahead of the presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                    Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives on Air Force Two at Atlantic Aviation Philadelphia, Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, near Philadelphia International Airport, ahead of the presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            The motorcade of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris passes a billboard in support of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, ahead of the presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                    The motorcade of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris passes a billboard in support of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, ahead of the presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        In their first and perhaps only debate, former President Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris described the state of the country in distinctly different ways. As the two traded jabs, some old false and misleading claims emerged along with some new ones. 

Here's a look.
Trump overstates his economic record 



TRUMP: "I created one of the greatest economies in the history of our country. ... They've destroyed the economy."

THE FACTS: This is an exaggeration. The economy grew much faster under Presidents Bill Clinton and Ronald Reagan than it did under Trump. The broadest measure of economic growth, gross domestic product, rose 4% a year for four straight years under Clinton. The fastest growth under Trump was 3% in 2018. The economy shrank 2.2% in 2020, at the end of Trump's presidency. And a higher proportion of American adults had jobs under Clinton than under Trump. During the Biden-Harris administration, the economy expanded 5.8% in 2021, though much of that reflected a bounce-back from COVID.

    




Trump's record on manufacturing jobs examined



HARRIS: "We have created over 800,000 manufacturing jobs. ... Donald Trump said he was going to create manufacturing jobs. He lost manufacturing jobs."

THE FACTS: Those statements are missing context.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


There were 12,188,000 manufacturing employees in the U.S. when Biden took office in January 2021, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Preliminary numbers for August 2024 put that number at 12,927,000. That's a difference of 739,000 -- close to the 800,000 number Harris has cited.

Also of note is the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The number of manufacturing employees dropped steeply in April 2020, by more than 1.3 million. Discounting that decline, there were only 206,000 more manufacturing employees in August than there were in March 2020, prior to the pandemic.
Inflation has gone down 



TRUMP: "They had the highest inflation perhaps in the history of our country, because I've never seen a worse period of time."

    



THE FACTS: While praising the strength of the economy under his presidency, Donald Trump misstated the inflation rate under Biden. Inflation peaked at 9.1% in June 2022 after rising steadily in the first 17 months of Biden's presidency from a low of 0.1% in May 2020. It's now seeing a downward trend. The most recent data shows that as of July it had fallen to 2.9%. Other historical periods have seen higher inflation, which hit more than 14% in 1980, according to the Federal Reserve.
Trump has distanced himself from Project 2025 



HARRIS: "What you're going to hear tonight is a detailed and dangerous plan called Project 2025 that the former president intends on implementing if he were elected again."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



THE FACTS: Trump has said he doesn't know about Project 2025, a controversial blueprint for another Republican presidential administration.

The plan was written up by many of his former aides and allies, but Trump has never said he'll implement the roughly 900-page guide if he's elected again. He has said it's not related to his campaign.
Trump on abortions 'after birth'



TRUMP: "Her vice presidential pick says abortion in the ninth month is absolutely fine. He also says execution after birth, it's execution, no longer abortion, because the baby is born, is okay."

THE FACTS: Walz has said no such thing. Infanticide is criminalized in every state, and no state has passed a law that allows killing a baby after birth.

Abortion rights advocates say terms like "late-term abortions" attempt to stigmatize abortions later in pregnancy. Abortions later in pregnancy are exceedingly rare. In 2020, less than 1% of abortions in the United States were performed at or after 21 weeks, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.






Trump's taxing and spending plan examined



HARRIS: "What the Wharton School has said is Donald Trump's plan would actually explode the deficit."

THE TRUTH: The Penn-Wharton Budget Model did find that Trump's tax and spending plans would significantly expand the deficit by $5.8 trillion over ten years. But it also found that Harris' plans would increase the deficit by $1.2 trillion over the same period.
Harris' record on fracking examined

    



TRUMP: "If she won the election, fracking in Pennsylvania will end on Day 1."

THE FACTS: Trump's statement ignores the fact that without a law approved by Congress, a president can only ban fracking on federal lands.

The federal government owns about 2% of Pennsylvania's total land, and it is not clear how much of that is suitable for oil or gas drilling.

Republicans have criticized Harris for "flip-flopping" on the issue, noting that Harris said in the 2020 campaign that she opposed fracking, a drilling technique that is widely used in Pennsylvania and other states.

Harris has since said repeatedly that she won't ban fracking if elected, and she reiterated that in Tuesday's debate.
Trump shares inflated numbers around migrants and crime



TRUMP: "When you look at these millions and millions of people that are pouring into our country monthly -- whereas, I believe, 21 million people, not the 15 people say, and I think it's a lot higher than the 21 -- that's bigger than New York State ... and just look at what they're doing to our country. They're criminals, many of these people are criminals, and that's bad for our economy too."

    



FACTS: Trump's figures are wildly inflated. The Border Patrol made 56,408 arrests of people crossing the border illegally from Mexico in July, the latest monthly figure available. Since Biden took office, the Border Patrol made about 7.1 million border arrests, though the number of people is considerably lower because many of those arrests were repeat crossers.

The Biden administration also permitted legal entry for about 765,000 people on an online app called CBP One at land crossings in Mexico through July. It allowed another 520,000 from Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua and Venezuela to come by air with financial sponsors. Additionally, an unknown number of people crossed the border illegally and eluded capture.

That doesn't come close to "millions and millions of people" monthly. .... It is also unproven that "many of these people are criminals."

There have been high-profile, heinous crimes committed by immigrants. But FBI statistics do not separate out crimes by the immigration status of the assailant, nor is there any evidence of a spike in crime perpetrated by migrants. In 1931, the Wickersham Commission did not find any evidence supporting a connection between immigration and increased crime, and many studies since then have reached similar conclusions. 
Trump repeats false claims that noncitizens are being sought to vote



TRUMP: "A lot of these illegal immigrants coming in, they're trying to get them to vote. They can't even speak English. They don't even know what country they're in practically and these people are trying to get them to vote, and that's why they're allowing them to come into our country."

    



THE FACTS: In recent months, Trump and other Republicans have been repeating the baseless claim that Democrats want migrants to come into the country illegally so they will vote.

There's no evidence for this, nor is there any evidence that noncitizens illegally vote in significant numbers in this country.

Voting by people who are not U.S. citizens already is illegal in federal elections. It can be punishable by fines, prison time and even deportation. While noncitizens have cast ballots, studies show it's incredibly rare, and states regularly audit their voter lists to remove ineligible voters from the rolls.

Trump's comments suggest that not speaking English is somehow prohibitive for voting in the U.S. -- and that's also not the case. In fact, the Voting Rights Act requires certain states to provide election materials in other languages depending on the voting-age population's needs.
Trump misrepresents crime statistics



TRUMP, criticizing the Biden administration: "Crime is through the roof."

THE FACTS: In fact, FBI data has shown a downward trend in violent crime since a coronavirus pandemic spike. Violent crime surged during the pandemic, with homicides increasing nearly 30% in 2020 over the previous year -- the largest one-year jump since the FBI began keeping records

Violent crime was down 6% in the last three months of 2023 compared with the same period the year before, according to FBI data released in March. Murders were down 13%. New FBI statistics released in June show the overall violent crime rate declined 15% in the first three months of 2024 compared to the same period last year. One expert has cautioned, however, that those 2024 figures are preliminary and may overstate the actual reduction in crime.
Trump endorses false rumor about immigrants eating pets



TRUMP: "In Springfield, they're eating the dogs, the people that came in, they're eating the cats... They're eating the pets of the people that live there."

THE FACTS: There's no evidence to support the claim, which Trump and his campaign have used to argue immigrants are committing crimes at a higher rate than others.

Authorities in Ohio have said there are no credible or detailed reports to support Trump's claim.
Jobs created under the Biden administration 



"TRUMP: "Just like their number of 818,000 jobs that they said they created turned out to be a fraud."

THE FACTS: This is a mischaracterization of the government's process of counting jobs. Every year the Labor Department issues a revision of the number of jobs added in a 12-month period from April through March in the previous year. The adjustment is made because the government's initial job counts are based on surveys of businesses. The revision is then based on actual job counts from unemployment insurance files that are compiled later. The revision is compiled by career government employees with little involvement by politically appointed officials.
National Guard soldiers on Jan. 6



TRUMP, speaking about the Jan. 6 insurrection: "I said I'd like to give you 10,000 National Guard or soldiers. They rejected me. Nancy Pelosi rejected me."

THE FACTS: That's false. Pelosi does not direct the National Guard.

Further, as the Capitol came under attack, she and then-Senate Majority leader Mitch McConnell called for military assistance, including from the National Guard.

The Capitol Police Board makes the decision on whether to call National Guard troops to the Capitol. It is made up of the House Sergeant at Arms, the Senate Sergeant at Arms and the Architect of the Capitol.

The board decided not to call the guard ahead of the insurrection but did eventually request assistance after the rioting had already begun, and the troops arrived several hours later.

There is no evidence that either Pelosi or McConnell directed the security officials not to call the guard beforehand.
Trump falsely claims China is building 'massive' auto plants in Mexico






TRUMP: "They're building big auto plants in Mexico, in many cases owned by China."

THE FACTS: It's not the first time Trump has claimed the Biden administration is allowing Chinese automakers to build factories just across the border in Mexico. 

At present, though, industry experts say they know of no such plants under construction, and there's only one small Chinese auto assembly factory operating in Mexico. It's run by a company called JAC that builds inexpensive vehicles from kits for sale in that country.
Trump falsely claims evidence shows he won in 2020



TRUMP: "There's so much proof. All you have to do is look at it."

THE FACTS: The election was not stolen. The authorities who have reviewed the election -- including Trump's own attorney general -- have concluded the election was fair.

Biden's victory over Trump in 2020 was not particularly close. He won the Electoral College with 306 votes to Trump's 232, and the popular vote by more than 7 million ballots. Recounts in key states affirmed Biden's victory, and lawsuits challenging the results were unsuccessful. 
Trump claims Putin endorsed Harris



TRUMP: "Putin endorsed her last week, said 'I hope she wins.'"

THE FACTS: Russian President Vladimir Putin did wryly claim last week that Harris was his preferred candidate, but intelligence officials have dismissed the comment as not serious.

U.S. intelligence agencies have said Russia favors Trump, who has openly praised Putin, suggested cutting funds to Ukraine and repeatedly criticized the NATO military alliance.
Harris takes Trump's 'bloodbath' comment out of context



HARRIS: "Donald Trump, the candidate, has said in this election there will be a bloodbath if this and the outcome of this election is not to his liking. Let's turn the page on that."

THE FACTS: Trump delivered the line at a speech in March in Ohio in which he was talking about the impact of offshoring on the American auto industry and his plans to increase tariffs on foreign-made cars. It was in reference to the auto industry that he warned of a "bloodbath" if his proposals aren't enacted.

"If I don't get elected, it's going to be a bloodbath for the whole -- that's going to be the least of it. It's going to be a bloodbath for the country," Trump said.
Trump inflates numbers around new military equipment left in Afghanistan



TRUMP, on the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan: "We wouldn't have left $85 billion worth of brand new, beautiful military equipment behind."

THE FACTS: That number is significantly inflated, according to reports from the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, or SIGAR, which oversees American taxpayer money spent on the conflict.

The $85 billion figure resembles a number from a July 30 quarterly report from SIGAR, which outlined that the U.S. has invested about $83 billion to build, train and equip Afghan security forces since 2001. That funding included troop pay, training, operations and infrastructure along with equipment and transportation over two decades, according to SIGAR reports and Dan Grazier, a defense policy analyst at the Project on Government Oversight.

Only about $18 billion of that sum went toward equipping Afghan forces between 2002 and 2018, a June 2019 SIGAR report showed.

No one knows the exact value of the U.S.-supplied Afghan equipment the Taliban have secured, defense officials have confirmed it is significant.
Trump misrepresents key facts of the Central Park Five case



TRUMP: "They admitted, they said they pled guilty and I said, 'well, if they pled guilty they badly hurt a person, killed a person ultimately ... And they pled guilty, then they pled not guilty."

THE FACTS: Trump misstated key details of the case while defending a newspaper ad he placed about two weeks after the April 1989 attack in which he called for bringing back the death penalty. Trump wrongly stated that the victim was killed and that the wrongly accused suspects had pleaded guilty.

Trump appeared to be confusing guilty pleas with confessions that the men -- teenagers at the time -- said they made to police under duress. They later recanted, pleaded not guilty in court and were convicted after jury trials. Their convictions were vacated in 2002 after another person confessed to the crime.

The victim, Trisha Meili, was in a coma for 12 days after the attack but ultimately survived. She testified in court against the wrongly accused suspects, who are now known as the Exonerated Five. In 2002, Matias Reyes confessed to the crime and said he was the lone assailant. DNA testing matched Reyes to the attack, but because of the statute of limitations he could not be charged in connection with it.

___

Associated Press writers Melissa Goldin, David Klepper, Ali Swenson, Matthew Daly, Chris Rugaber and Tom Krisher contributed to this story. 

___

Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump persisted in saying during the presidential debate that he won the 2020 election and took no responsibility for any of the mayhem that unfolded at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, when his supporters stormed the building to block the peaceful transfer of power.
The comments Tuesday night underscored the Republican's refusal, even four years later, to accept the reality of his defeat and his unwillingness to admit the extent to which his falsehoods about his election loss emboldened the mob that rushed the Capitol, resulting in violent clashes with law enforcement. Trump's grievances about that election are central to his 2024 campaign against Democrat Kamala Harris, as he professes allegiance to the rioters.
In 2020, Democrat Joe Biden won 306 electoral votes to Trump's 232, and there was no widespread fraud, as election officials across the country, including Trump's then-attorney general, William Barr, have confirmed. Republican governors in Arizona and Georgia, crucial to Biden's victory, vouched for the integrity of the elections in their states. Nearly all the legal challenges from Trump and his allies were dismissed by judges, including two tossed by the Supreme Court, which includes three Trump-nominated justices.

    


An Associated Press review of every potential case of voter fraud in the six battleground states disputed by Trump found fewer than 475. Biden took Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin and their 79 electoral votes by a combined 311,257 votes out of 25.5 million ballots cast for president. The disputed ballots represent just 0.15% of his victory margin in those states.




In the ABC debate, Trump was asked twice if he regretted anything he did on Jan. 6, when he told his supporters to march to the Capitol and exhorted them to "fight like hell." On the Philadelphia stage, Trump first responded by complaining that the questioner had failed to note that he had encouraged the crowd to behave "peacefully and patriotically." Trump also noted that one of his backers, Ashli Babbitt, was fatally shot inside the building by a Capitol Police officer.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump suggested that protesters who committed crimes during the 2020 racial injustice protests were not prosecuted. But an AP review in 2021 of documents in more than 300 federal cases stemming from the protests sparked by George Floyd's death found that more than 120 defendants across U.S. pleaded guilty or were convicted at trial of federal crimes including rioting, arson and conspiracy.

    


When the question about his actions on Jan. 6 arose again, Trump replied: "I had nothing to do with that other than they asked me to make a speech. I showed up for a speech."
But he ignored other incendiary language he used throughout the speech, during which he urged the crowd to march to the Capitol, where Congress was meeting to certify Biden's victory. Trump told the crowd: "If you don't fight like hell, you're not going to have a country anymore." That's after his lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, declared: "Let's have trial by combat."

    


Trump didn't appeal for the rioters to leave the Capitol until more than three hours after the assault began. He then released a video telling the rioters it was time to "go home," but added: "We love you. You're very special people."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


He also repeated an oft-stated false claim that then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., "rejected" his offer to send "10,000 National Guard or soldiers" to the Capitol. Pelosi does not direct the National Guard. As the Capitol came under attack, she and then-Senate Majority leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. called for military assistance, including from the National Guard.
Harris pledged to "turn the page" from Jan. 6, when she was in the Capitol as democracy came under attack.
"So for everyone watching, who remembers what January 6th was, I say, 'We don't have to go back. Let's not go back. We're not going back. It's time to turn the page."
Though Trump had seemed to acknowledge in a recent podcast interview that he had indeed "lost by a whisker," he insisted Tuesday night that that was a sarcastic remark and resumed his boasts about the election.
"I'll show you Georgia, and I'll show you Wisconsin, and I'll show you Pennsylvania," he said in rattling off states where he claimed, falsely, that he had won. "We have so many facts and statistics."
____
Associated Press writers Alanna Durkin Richer and Melissa Goldin contributed to this report.
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            Kamala Harris has pressed a forceful case against Donald Trump in their first and perhaps only debate before the presidential election.
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            Kamala Harris addressed her supporters Tuesday night after clasing with Republican rival Donald Trump in their first face to face meeting in Philadelphia.
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            Republican Presidential Candidate Donald Trump entered the spin room after the presidential debate in Philadelphia on Tuesday. "I thought this was my best debate," Trump said. (AP video: Tassanee Vejpongsa and Jill Colvin)
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        Key takeaways from a debate that featured tense clashes and closed with a Taylor Swift endorsement
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                                    Kamala Harris has pressed a forceful case against Donald Trump in their first and perhaps only debate before the presidential election.
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                                    Kamala Harris addressed her supporters Tuesday night after clasing with Republican rival Donald Trump in their first face to face meeting in Philadelphia.
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                                    Republican Presidential Candidate Donald Trump entered the spin room after the presidential debate in Philadelphia on Tuesday. "I thought this was my best debate," Trump said. (AP video: Tassanee Vejpongsa and Jill Colvin)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Donald Trump and Kamala Harris faced each other on the debate stage for the first -- and possibly the last -- time.

The Democratic vice president opened Tuesday night's faceoff with a power move, marching across the stage to Trump's lectern to shake his hand.

"Kamala Harris," she said, introducing herself as the pair met for the first time ever. "Let's have a good debate."

"Nice to see you. Have fun," the former Republican president responded.

The exchange set the tone for the 90-minute debate to come: Harris controlled the conversation at times, baiting Trump with jabs at his economic policy, his refusal to concede his 2020 election loss and even his performance at his rallies.

Trump, while measured early on, grew more annoyed as the night went on. And one significant moment played out after the two candidates left the stage, when megastar Taylor Swift said she'll vote for Harris.

    
    Kamala Harris and Donald Trump detail starkly different visions in tense debate:

	Live updates: The Trump-Harris debate sets up a sprint to election day.

	Major endorsement: Taylor Swift, calling herself a 'childless cat lady,' endorses Harris.

	Memorable moments: The most notable -- and quotable -- exchanges

	Stay informed: Follow the latest with breaking news email alerts. Sign up here. 



    





    



Some takeaways on a historic debate:
Harris took the fight to Trump in a way that Biden could not



In her first answer, the former prosecutor said Trump's tariffs would effectively create a sales tax on the middle class. She soon accused Trump of presiding over the worst attack on American democracy since the Civil War -- the Capitol riot on Jan. 6, 2021. She charged him with telling women what they could do with their bodies. And she mocked Trump's praise of dictators "who would eat you for lunch."

Harris effectively controlled much of the conversation with such attacks and baited Trump into responses that were at times vents, and at others, reminders of his wild rhetoric and fixation on the past.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"You did in fact lose that election," Harris said of the 2020 race that Trump lost to Democrat Joe Biden but still insists he won. "Donald Trump was fired by 81 million people," she said, referring to Biden's winning vote total.

But Harris may have got under her opponent's skin the most when she went after his performance at his rallies, noting that people often leave early.





    



Growing visibly irritated, Trump insisted that his rallies were larger than hers.

A smiling Harris frequently shifted her message from Trump back to the American people.

"You will not hear him talk about your needs, your dreams and your needs and your desires," Harris said. "And I'll tell you, I believe you deserve a president who actually puts you first."


Trump had a label for Harris: 'She is Biden'



Trump was often on defense, but he did drive the core message of his campaign: Inflation and immigration are hammering Americans.

Immigrants, Trump said, have "destroyed the fabric of our country."

He repeatedly tied Harris to Biden.

"She is Biden," he said.

"The worst inflation we've ever had," Trump added. "A horrible economy because inflation has made it so bad. And she can't get away with that."

Harris responded: "Clearly, I am not Joe Biden and I am certainly not Donald Trump. And what I do offer is a new generation of leadership for our country."

Trump also went after Harris for moving away from some of the progressive positions she took in the 2020 Democratic presidential primary, urging voters not to believe the more moderate tone she's striking in this campaign.

    



"She's going to my philosophy now. In fact, I was going to send her a MAGA hat," he said, referring to the red "Make America Great Again" baseball caps that many of his supporters wear. "But if she ever got elected, she'd change it."
Swift sings a praise for Harris

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



One of the most consequential moments came in a post on one of the most followed accounts on Instagram moments after the debate ended. 

Swift has a loyal following among young women, a demographic Harris needs to turn out in big numbers. She called Harris a "gifted leader," telling her fans to do their research and make their own decisions, but "I've done my research, and I've made my choice."
Trump on race and Harris on the attack



ABC moderator David Muir asked Trump point-blank about his allegation last month that Harris had belatedly " turned Black." Harris is Black and South Asian and a graduate of Howard University, a historically Black school in Washington.

Trump tried to play down the matter. "I don't care what she is, you make a big deal out of something, I couldn't care less," Trump said.

    



Harris, however, had her opening and she rattled off a long list of Trump's racial controversies: his legal settlement for discrimination against prospective Black tenants at his New York apartment buildings in the 1970s; his ad calling for the execution of Black and Latino teenagers -- who were wrongly arrested -- in the Central Park jogger case in the 1980s; and his false claims that former President Barack Obama was not born in the United States.

"I think the American people want something better than that, want better than this," Harris said.

Trump accused Harris of trying to "divide" people and dismissed her claims as dated and irrelevant.

"This is a person that has to stretch back 40, 50 years ago because there's nothing now," he said.

    




Harris and Trump dug in on abortion positions



Harris came out swinging in defense of abortion rights, perhaps the strongest issue for Democrats since Trump's nominees created a Supreme Court majority to overturn the constitutional right to an abortion. Her sharp arguments provided a vivid contrast to President Joe Biden's rambling comments on the issue during his June debate with Trump. 

"The government, and Donald Trump, certainly should not be telling a woman what to do with her body," Harris said. She painted a vivid picture of women facing medical complications, gut-wrenching decisions and the need to travel out of state for an abortion.

Trump was just as fierce in defense, saying he returned the issue to the states, an outcome he said many Americans wanted. He struggled with accuracy, however, repeating the false claim that Democrats support abortion even after babies are born. He stuck to that even after he was corrected by moderator Linsey Davis.

"I did a great service in doing that. It took courage to do it," Trump said of the overturning of Roe v. Wade and its constitutional protections for abortion. "And the Supreme Court had great courage in doing it. And I give tremendous credit to those six justices."

Polls has shown significant opposition to overturning Roe and voters have punished Republicans in recent elections for it.


Trump traded on a Harris talking point



Trump took a Harris talking point and directed it right back at her. It happened when he objected after Harris interrupted him.

"Wait a minute, I'm talking now," Trump said. "Sound familiar?"

He was putting his own spin on a line Harris used famously against Mike Pence in the 2020 vice presidential debate when she rebuked Pence for interrupting, saying, "Mr. Vice President, I'm speaking." 
Harris made a pitch to Republican voters



In a divided nation, the election will ultimately be decided by a small slice of swing voters in only a handful of states. And in a nod toward that fact, Harris made an explicit appeal to voters across the political spectrum -- including Republicans.

She noted that she is a gun owner. She cited the "late, great John McCain," a reference to the Arizona Republican senator and war hero whom Trump criticized for being captured by enemy soldiers. And she listed the many Republicans who formerly served in the Trump administration who have now endorsed her campaign.

Trump, meanwhile, offered little outreach to voters in the middle, ignoring the calls for unity that framed his summertime convention speech.

Harris seized on the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol to make another explicit appeal to undecided voters.

"It's time to turn the page," she said. "And if that was a bridge too far for you, well, there is a place in our campaign for you."
Trump was restrained, except when he wasn't



Democrats hoped and Republicans feared that Trump would lose his cool on stage. At first he didn't, but as Harris increasingly got under his skin, he went to some dark places.

Trump amplified false rumors that Haitian immigrants in Ohio are eating pets -- ABC's Muir noted that local officials say that is not happening -- as he argued that the Biden-Harris administration was admitting dangerous immigrants.

When Harris pressed him on the array of criminal and civil cases against him, Trump similarly fumed. He accused Harris and Biden of planting all the cases. 

"I probably took a bullet to the head because of the things they said about me," Trump said, referencing the assassination attempt in July by a gunman whose motives are unknown.

When pressed on whether he had any responsibility for Capitol riot, Trump raised his voice, blaming both Democratic Rep. Nancy Pelosi of California, who was the House speaker at the time, and the Democratic mayor of Washington. He said the rioters have "been treated so badly" and once again denied he lost the 2020 election.

Harris replied, "Donald Trump was fired by 81 million people, let's be clear about that, and clearly he's having a very difficult time processing that."
There was an in-the-weeds exchange on the economy



The debate opened with an unexpectedly wonky exchange on the economy: Harris took on Trump for his plan to put in place sweeping tariffs and for the trade deficit he ran as president; Trump slammed Harris for inflation that he incorrectly said was the worst in the country's history.

Trump said people look back on his presidency's economy fondly. "I created one of the greatest economies in the history of our country," he said. Harris flatly told viewers, "Donald Trump has no plan for you."

Americans are slightly more likely to trust Trump over Harris when it comes to handling the economy, according to an Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs poll from August. 
Gender was an afterthought in the back-and-forth



Harris would be the nation's first female president. But her gender was an afterthought during the debate.

She made no references to the historic nature of her candidacy. Neither did Trump.

And there were no performative moments in which gender was an issue. Who could forget Trump's decision to stand behind his last female opponent, Hillary Clinton, during a 2016 debate? He also called Clinton a "nasty woman." Afterward, Clinton said she was creeped out.

But on Tuesday night, both candidates stayed behind their podiums as instructed and there were no explicit jabs regarding gender.

___

Riccardi reported from Denver.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Taylor Swift, one of the music industry's biggest stars, endorsed Kamala Harris for president shortly after the presidential debate ended.
"I think she is a steady-handed, gifted leader and I believe we can accomplish so much more in this country if we are led by calm and not chaos," Swift wrote late Tuesday in an Instagram post, which included a link to a voter registration website.
Swift has a dedicated following among young women, a key demographic in the November election, and her latest tour has generated more than $1 billion in ticket sales. In a half hour, the post received more than 2.3 million likes.

    
        
    
She included a picture of herself holding her cat Benjamin Button, and she signed the message "Childless Cat Lady." The remark is a reference to three-year-old comments made by JD Vance, Donald Trump's running mate, about women without children not having an equal stake in the country's future. 

    


A Harris senior campaign official said the endorsement was not coordinated with the campaign. Tim Walz, Harris' running mate, appeared to learn about the endorsement in the middle of a live interview on MSNBC. As Rachel Maddow read the text, Walz broke into a smile and patted his chest. 
"That was eloquent. And it was clear," Walz said. "And that's the kind of courage we need in America to stand up." 
Swift wrote that her endorsement was partially prompted by Trump's decision to post artificial intelligence-generated pictures suggesting that she had endorsed him. One showed Swift dressed as Uncle Sam, and the text said "Taylor wants YOU to VOTE for DONALD TRUMP."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump's posts "brought me to the conclusion that I need to be very transparent about my actual plans for this election as a voter," Swift wrote. She added that "I've done my research, and I've made my choice."
Trump said Wednesday that Swift's move "was just a question of time." He told "Fox & Friends" that Swift is "a very liberal person" who "seems to always endorse a Democrat and she'll probably pay a price in the marketplace."

    


In 2020, she supported Democrat Joe Biden, and she cheered for Harris in her debate against then-Vice President Mike Pence. She also was openly critical of Trump, saying he had stoked "the fires of white supremacy and racism."
Swift is a popular figure nationwide, but especially among Democrats. An October 2023 Fox News poll found that 55% of voters overall, including 68% of Democrats, said they had a favorable view of Swift. Republicans were divided, with 43% having a favorable opinion and 45% an unfavorable one.
AP VoteCast suggests that a partisan divide on Swift was apparent as early as 2018. That's the year Swift made her first political endorsement, supporting Tennessee Democrat Phil Bredesen for Senate over Republican Marsha Blackburn.
VoteCast found that among Tennessee voters that year, 55% of Democrats and just 19% of Republicans said they had a favorable opinion of Swift. Blackburn won by a comfortable margin in the deep red state. 
Swift is the leading nominee at Wednesday's MTV Video Music Awards. While it's unclear whether Swift will attend the show in New York, she could use any acceptance speeches to elaborate on her support of Harris. 
The event was shifted a day later to accommodate Tuesday's debate. MTV has a long history of encouraging voter participation.
___
Associated Press writers Jill Colvin in Philadelphia, Linley Sanders in Washington and Anthony McCartney in Los Angeles contributed to this report.
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            Former President Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris spared Tuesday night over rally sizes, race and their visions for the country in their first - and likely only - prime-time, televised debate before November's election.
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                                    Former President Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris spared Tuesday night over rally sizes, race and their visions for the country in their first - and likely only - prime-time, televised debate before November's election.
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                                    Donald Trump and Kamala Harris are facing each other on the debate stage night for the first and possibly the last time.
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                                    Kamala Harris and Donald Trump showcased starkly different visions for the country Tuesday on as they met for the first time for perhaps their only debate before November's presidential election.
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            This combination of photos shows Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during an ABC News presidential debate at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Kamala Harris pressed a forceful case against Donald Trump on Tuesday in their first and perhaps only debate before the presidential election, repeatedly goading him in an event that showcased their starkly different visions for the country on abortion, immigration and American democracy.
The Democratic vice president provoked Trump with reminders about the 2020 election loss that he still denies, delivered derisive asides at his false claims and sought to underscore the Republican former president's role in the Supreme Court's overturning of a national right to abortion two years ago. Trump tore into Harris as too liberal and a continuation of Biden's unpopular administration, as he launched into the sort of freewheeling personal attacks and digressions from which his advisers and supporters have tried to steer him away.

    
    Kamala Harris and Donald Trump detail starkly different visions in tense debate:

	Live updates: The Trump-Harris debate sets up a sprint to election day.

	Major endorsement: Taylor Swift, calling herself a 'childless cat lady,' endorses Harris.

	Memorable moments: The most notable -- and quotable -- exchanges

	Stay informed: Follow the latest with breaking news email alerts. Sign up here. 



    



    


Less than two months from Election Day and hours before the first early ballots will begin to be mailed Wednesday in Alabama, the debate offered the clearest look yet at a presidential race that has been repeatedly upended. 
Harris' performance by nearly every measure seemed to be the opposite of President Joe Biden's in June, with sharp, focused answers designed to showcase the contrast between her and Trump, whereas Biden at times was muddled, halting and incoherent. Harris used her body language and facial expressions to confront Trump and express that she found his answers ridiculous, amusing or both -- a pronounced change from Biden's slack-jawed expression when Trump attacked him.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris appeared intent on casting herself as a relief for voters seeking a break from Trump's acerbic politics -- a contrast highlighted as Trump appeared to be set on his back foot by her needling.
In one moment, Harris turned to Trump and said that as vice president, she had spoken to foreign leaders who "are laughing at Donald Trump," and said she had spoken to military leaders, "and they say you're a disgrace."





    


As Trump, 78, again questioned her racial identity, the 59-year-old Harris, the first woman, Black person and person of South Asian descent to serve as vice president, pointedly gestured to Trump and responded, "I think the American people want better than that, want better than this."
Trump in turn tried to link Harris to the still-unpopular Biden, questioning why she hadn't acted on her proposed ideas while serving as vice president. Trump also focused his attacks on Harris over her assignment by Biden to deal with the root causes of illegal migration.
"Why hasn't she done it? She's been there for three and a half years," he said. 
Harris promised tax cuts aimed at the middle class and said she would push to restore a federally guaranteed right to abortion overturned by the Supreme Court two years ago. Trump said his proposed tariffs would help the U.S. stop being cheated by allies on trade and said he would work to swiftly end the Russia-Ukraine war -- though he twice refused to say he believed it was in America's interest for Ukraine, which bipartisan majorities in Congress have backed, to win the war.

    


Trump again denied that he lost to Biden four years ago, when a mob of his supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol to try to stop the certification of his loss based on false or unsubstantiated claims of voter fraud. He tried to reverse the question of threats to American democracy and suggested criticism of him could be linked to the assassination attempt he survived in July.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"I probably took a bullet to the head because of the things that they say about me," he said. "They talk about democracy, I'm a threat to democracy. They're the threat to democracy."
Trump has in recent days ramped up his threats of retribution if he returns to the White House, saying he would prosecute lawyers, donors, and other officials whom he deems to "cheat" in the election.
"Donald Trump was fired by 81 million people," Harris said, "So let's be clear about that. And clearly he is having a very difficult time processing that."
Her campaign ended the debate by expressing openness to another meeting in October -- and welcomed an endorsement from megastar Taylor Swift, who labeled herself a " childless cat lady " in a dig at Trump's running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, as she encouraged her fans to vote. 

    


Harris defends shifts to the center, puts abortion front and center
Harris sought to defend her shifts away from liberal causes to more moderate stances on fracking, expanding Medicare for all and mandatory gun buyback programs -- and even backing away from her position that plastic straws should be banned -- as pragmatism. 
Asked about her changing positions on a number of issues, she twice repeated a phrase she has used to try to explain it away, saying, "My values have not changed."
Trump, meanwhile, quickly went after Harris for abandoning some of her past liberal positions and said: "She's going to my philosophy now. In fact, I was going to send her a MAGA hat." Harris smiled broadly and laughed.

    


Harris, in zeroing in on one of Trump's biggest electoral vulnerabilities, laid the end of a federally guaranteed right to abortion at Trump's feet for his role in appointing three U.S. Supreme Court justices who overturned Roe v. Wade, leaving more than 20 states in the country with what she called "Trump abortion bans."
Harris gave one of her most impassioned answers as she described the ways women have been denied abortion care and other emergency care since that ruling, and said Trump would sign a national abortion ban if he wins.
Trump declared it "a lie," and said, "I'm not signing a ban and there's no reason to sign a ban."
The Republican has said he wants the issue left to the states.
Trump, who is trying to paint the vice president as an out-of-touch liberal while trying to win over voters skeptical he should return to the White House, continued to call Harris a "Marxist" and said, "Everyone knows she's a Marxist."
Harris' eyebrows shot up and she made an amused face, bringing her hand to her chin and staring at him.
Trump leaned on familiar falsehoods and signaled a shift on Ukraine
Trump attacked Harris for the inflation seen under the Biden-Harris administration, a major liability for the vice president. He quickly turned his answer to warning about immigrants coming into the country -- one of the subjects he's focused on most heavily in his campaign. 
He called his proposed tariffs a straightforward way to make other countries pay up for what he has long argued is an imbalance that hurts the U.S. Harris called the tariffs an effective national sales tax. Trump reacted swiftly and called that "an incorrect statement."
Throughout his campaign, Trump has leaned on illegal immigration, an issue that has bedeviled Biden and Harris with rising numbers of illegal border crossings and the arrivals of thousands of people needing shelter in Democratic-led cities. He accused Democrats of abetting large numbers of unauthorized crossings -- though they have dropped in recent months in part due to new asylum restrictions by the Biden administration.
But as he often does in his rallies and on his social media account, Trump reeled off a series of falsehoods or unproven claims about migrants. One of those claims was a debunked rumor that Trump and his allies have spread online in recent days, alleging Haitian immigrants in an Ohio town are hunting and eating pets. Officials in Springfield, Ohio, say they have no evidence of that happening.
"Talk about extreme," Harris said after Trump talked about dogs and cats being eaten. 
Harris' expressions filled their split-screen
As the debate opened, Harris walked up to Trump's lectern to introduce herself, marking the first time the two had ever met, since Trump skipped her 2021 inauguration. "Kamala Harris," she said, extending her hand to Trump, who received it in a handshake -- the first presidential debate handshake since the 2016 campaign.
Trump has at times resorted to invoking racial and gender stereotypes and falsely claiming that Harris, who attended a historically Black university, hid her race during her career.
"I read where she was not Black," Trump said when asked about comments questioning Harris' race, adding a minute later, "and then I read that she was Black." He seemed to suggest her race was a choice, saying twice, "That's up to her."
"I think it's a tragedy that we have someone who wants to be president who has consistently over the course of his career attempted to use race to divide the American people," Harris responded. 
While Tuesday's meeting might be the last time the candidates cross paths on the debate stage, they may cross paths again Wednesday when they both mark the 23rd anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. Harris, Trump and Biden plan to all be at ground zero in lower Manhattan and the Flight 93 National Memorial near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, on Wednesday. Harris and Biden will also visit the Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, later in the day for a ceremony there.
Trump at one point launched into an attack on Biden, questioning his mental acuity by making the claim that Biden "doesn't even know he's alive."
Harris quickly tried to turn it around to make Trump look less than sharp.
"First of all, I think it's important to remind the former president, you're not running against Joe Biden. You're running against me," she said.
___
Price and Miller reported from Washington. AP Polling Editor Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux in Washington and Thomas Beaumont in Las Vegas, Bill Barrow in Atlanta contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/harris-trump-debate-tuesday-6ad8c03f6bf1ae88870b7db26276236e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Sports
    
  




  
    
      
        
          	
            Top news
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Politics
          
        

      

      Sports

      
        Pac-12 to add Boise St., Fresno St., San Diego St., Colorado St. in 2026, poaching Mountain West
      

      
        'Stop that urgently.' Possible path to innocence for Russian skater was held back at WADA's urging
      

      
        Aces star A'ja Wilson breaks WNBA single season scoring record as Aces beat Fever
      

      
        Tyreek Hill says he could have handled his traffic stop better but he still wants the officer fired
      

      
        Reggie Bush was at his LA-area home when 3 male suspects attempted to break in
      

      
        NFL averaged 21 million viewers per game for opening week, its highest on record
      

      
        Century-old rivalry games in Week 3? Welcome to the new reality of college football
      

      
        McIlroy says PGA-LIV exhibition match offers a glimpse of possibilities
      

      
        Chiefs QB Patrick Mahomes says he will not endorse anybody for president
      

      
        Deshaun Watson denies sexual assault allegations, says lawsuit was a surprise. Plans to play Sunday
      

      
        Saquon Barkley tries for another dominant effort in Eagles' home opener against Atlanta
      

      
        No. 17 Michigan hosts Butch Jones-led Arkansas State, aims to bounce back from loss at home to Texas
      

      
        Cowboys put 16-game home winning streak in regular season on line against Saints
      

      
        Minnesota hosts Nevada in final nonconference game before daunting Big Ten start
      

      
        No. 4 Alabama makes rare trip north to visit unranked Wisconsin
      

      
        Chargers look to carry over momentum from Week 1 vs. Panthers, who are reeling from 37-point defeat
      

      
        No. 13 Oklahoma State looks to avoid stumble against Tulsa with showdown vs. Utah on the horizon
      

      
        No. 4 Alabama visits Wisconsin for Tide's first game at Camp Randall Stadium since 1928
      

      
        No. 15 Oklahoma wary of talented Tulane after struggling to win as heavy favorite vs. Houston
      

      
        Canada and Germany set to advance in the Davis Cup Finals after group-stage wins
      

      
        Top-ranked Georgia seeks 3-0 start in SEC opener at Kentucky, which aims for improved performance
      

      
        Virginia Tech and Old Dominion square off in in-state matchup
      

      
        Kylian Mbappe wins French league ruling for $61 million in unpaid wages from PSG
      

      
        No. 5 Ole Miss hits the road for the first time, facing the ACC's Wake Forest
      

      
        Jaxson Dart, No. 5 Ole Miss face stiffer test with road opener against Wake Forest
      

      
        Big Ten kicks off nationwide era when UCLA hosts Indiana at the Rose Bowl
      

      
        Spanish footballer convicted of sexual abuse for inappropriately touching a mascot
      

      
        Auburn tries to rebound from mistake-filled loss, hosts New Mexico
      

      
        No. 18 Notre Dame hoping tough lessons lead to continued domination of Purdue rivalry
      

      
        Texas Tech's 1st meeting vs. North Texas since 2001 features two big-passing QBs
      

      
        Pitt hopes to build off its promising 2-0 start when it hosts WVU in the 107th "Backyard Brawl"
      

      
        Bizarro Apple Cup arrives as Washington State and Washington meet in rivalry showdown
      

      
        BYU heads to Wyoming looking for a 3-0 start before Big 12 play
      

      
        Deion Sanders and the scuffling Colorado Buffaloes travel to Fort Collins to face Colorado State
      

      
        Texas A&M and Florida look to get above .500 with Emmitt Smith on hand at the Swamp
      

      
        Eagles return home to host Falcons on Monday night
      

      
        Life after Mbappe is proving better than expected for French leader PSG
      

      
        South Carolina looking for first 3-0 start in 12 years against No. 16 LSU
      

      
        Pegula, Navarro, Alcaraz and Shelton will play exhibitions at Madison Square Garden in December
      

      
        Everton holding 'positive' talks with Textor over American's potential purchase of club
      

      
        No. 10 Miami keeping businesslike approach going into game against Ball State
      

      
        Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta signs new 3-year contract to 2027
      

      
        Bologna preparing for Champions League debut without 4 key members of last season's team
      

      
        Alonso says Aston Martin is F1 'team of the future' after hiring designer Newey
      

      
        Xavi's Barcelona was whipped twice by Girona last season so Flick's team is looking for revenge
      

      
        
          	
            Top news
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Politics
          
        

      

    

  

  
    Pac-12 to add Boise St., Fresno St., San Diego St., Colorado St. in 2026 | AP News
    
  




  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Pac-12 to add Boise St., Fresno St., San Diego St., Colorado St. in 2026, poaching Mountain West

    Pac-12 to add Boise St., Fresno St., San Diego St., Colorado St. in 2026, poaching Mountain West

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 7 | 
            Boise State running backs Jambres Dubar (1) and Jeanty (2) dance during warmups before an NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, at Autzen Stadium in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)
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            San Diego State wide receiver Ja'Shaun Poke, right, catches the ball chased by Oregon State defensive back Jack Kane (24) during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Raul Romero Jr.)
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            Oregon State quarterback Gevani McCoy reacts after winning against San Diego State at the end of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Raul Romero Jr.)
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            Washington State running back Wayshawn Parker (21) carries the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Texas Tech, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)
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            Fresno State wide receiver Raylen Sharpe celebrates his touchdown against Michigan in the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Ann Arbor, Mich. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez)
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            Colorado State quarterback Brayden Fowler-Nicolosi (16) throws against Texas during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty warms up before an NCAA college football game against Oregon, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, at Autzen Stadium in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Lydia Ely)
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            Washington State running back Wayshawn Parker (21) carries the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Texas Tech, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)
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                                        The Pac-12 is adding Boise State, Colorado State, Fresno State and San Diego State, starting in 2026, to join Oregon State and Washington State in a rebuilt Conference of Champions, the league announced Thursday.
The additions rob the Mountain West of four of its more prominent schools and successful football programs, most notably Boise State, and still leave the Pac-12 two schools short of the eight it needs to have in place in two years to be recognized as a conference by NCAA rule.
The Pac-12 and the departing schools will likely be on the hook for about $110 million in exit fees and penalties to the Mountain West.
Still, it is a remarkable comeback for a conference left for dead a year ago when 10 members scattered to competitors across the country after it was unable to secure a media rights deal that schools believed would not keep them competitive with other leagues.

    


"For over a century, the Pac-12 Conference has been recognized as a leading brand in intercollegiate athletics," Commissioner Teresa Gould stated. "We will continue to pursue bold cutting-edge opportunities for growth and progress, to best serve our member institutions and student-athletes.




"An exciting new era for the Pac-12 Conference begins today."
The Pac-12 said it evaluated potential new members using five criteria: academics and athletics performance; media and brand evaluation; commitment to athletics success; geography and logistics; culture and student-athlete welfare.
Pac-2

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Oregon State President Jayathi Murthy and Washington State President Kirk Schulz welcomed their new conference mates in a joint statement.
"We eagerly anticipate their uniquely insightful contributions during this transformative era for the conference and collegiate athletics," they said.
The Pac-12 is currently operating as a two-school conference, with Oregon State and Washington State the only remaining members, taking advantage of NCAA rules that allow for a two-year grace period.

    


Oregon State and Washington State have a football scheduling agreement in place this season with the Mountain West, giving them six opponents from the league. The Sept. 1 first deadline for renewal of the agreement passed without a deal getting done.
Part of that deal included millions of dollars in additional fees for the Pac-12 if it poached Mountain West schools.
Oregon State and Washington State should be able to afford it. While the schools have publicly donwplayed having a warchest of funds, they do have tens of millions of dollars at their disposal to work with from the two remaining years of the current College Football Playoff agreement and a contract with the Rose Bowl that will expire after the 2025 football season. Plus, they have revenue accrued by Pac-12 teams in recent years from NCAA men's basketball tournament units and Pac-12 Network assets.
Oregon State and Washington State also have an affiliate membership in place for this school year and next with the West Coast Conference for men's and women's basketball and other Olympic sports.

    


Best of the rest
Leaders at Oregon State and Washington State have insisted since the Pac-12 collapsed that unless an invitation came from a power conference their priority was to rebuild and now that has begun.
Whether the Pac-12 will be considered a power conference again, on par with the Big Ten, Southeastern Conference, Atlantic Coast Conference and Big 12, seems unlikely, but the league is trying to position itself as the best of the rest -- especially in football.
Boise State is the most notable addition as the strongest and most consistent football program outside of the power conferences for more than two decades. The Broncos have 16 double-digit victory seasons since 2002, when they were members of the Western Athletic Conference.
"What a great day to be a Bronco!" Boise State athletic director Jeramiah Dickey said.
Boise State is finally moving up, but the Pac-12 it enters hardly resembles the Conference of Champions it was for more than 100 years following the departures of 10 members last year -- including Southern California, UCLA, Oregon and Washington to the Big Ten.

    


The collapse of the Pac-12 was the culmination of three tumultuous years of conference realignment in college sports, all of which went into affect this year and ushered in the superconference era.
The Big Ten now has 18 schools, spanning from coast-to-coast. The ACC has 17 football-playing members, including former Pac-12 schools Stanford and California. The SEC and Big 12 each have 16 schools.
The Pac-12 appears to be taking a different approach, trying to build a slimmed-down conference instead of just merging with the full, 12-member Mountain West.
Left behind
The Mountain West will be left with Air Force, UNLV, Nevada, Utah State, New Mexico, Wyoming, San Jose State and Hawaii and an uncertain future.
Commissioner Gloria Nevarez said in a statement late Wednesday night after the news of the Pac-12's move leaked that the MW's board of directors was meeting to discuss the next steps.

    


"All members will be held to conference bylaws and policies should they elect to depart," she said. "The requirements of the scheduling agreement will apply to the Pac-12 should they admit Mountain West members."
___
Follow Ralph D. Russo at https://twitter.com/ralphDrussoAP
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    FILE - Russian Kamila Valieva competes in the women's free skate program during the figure skating competition at the 2023 Russian Figure Skating Grand Prix, the Golden Skate of Moscow, in Moscow, Nov. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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                                        When details from a scientific experiment that could have helped clear embattled Russian figure skater Kamila Valieva landed at the World Anti-Doping Agency, the leader of that organization's reaction was unequivocal: "We have to stop that urgently," he wrote.
No mention of the test ever became public and Valieva's defense at the Court of Arbitration for Sport went on without it. What impact the information could have had on Valieva's case is unclear, but without it, the skater, then 15 years old, was eventually disqualified from the 2022 Winter Olympics after testing positive for a banned heart medication that would later become the focal point of a contamination case involving a group of Chinese swimmers who were not sanctioned after testing positive.
Previously undisclosed details, including text exchanges between WADA's director general and another agency executive about what might have been a helpful turn of events for Valieva during the investigation, were revealed to The Associated Press by people familiar with the case. The people shared the information on condition of anonymity due to fear of retribution.

    


The details painted a picture of WADA leadership wanting no connection to an experiment that could've supported Valieva's contamination defense and had been initiated by Russia's anti-doping agency, which at the time was noncompliant after years of wrongdoing. That status brought questions about whether international leaders were serious about making Russia follow the rules.




Would the report have made a difference in the outcome?
While it is unclear what impact the report would have had on the case, omitting it raises a murky question about the ethics of the move to suppress it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On the one hand, to prove contamination, the world anti-doping code places the burden on athletes, not scientists or anti-doping agencies, to explain how banned substances got into their system -- a burden that CAS ultimately said Valieva did not meet.

    


On the other hand, a passage in the WADA International Standard for Testing and Investigations says investigators "should consider all possible outcomes at each key stage of the investigation, and should seek to gather not only any available evidence indicating that there is a case to answer but also any available evidence indicating that there is no case to answer."
There are also questions of whether WADA director general Olivier Niggli and others violated a standard WADA established when it created its Intelligence & Investigations Unit that gave the department authority to operate independently from the rest of WADA, including its president and director general.
Upon learning of the experiment, Niggli texted Gunter Younger, the head of I&I.
Parts of the message read: "Gunter we have a big issue. How come we have (former anti-doping lab director Martial) Saugy doing an opinion for Valieva, super favorable to her. ... If it is a RUSADA (Russian Anti-Doping Agency) opinion, we should absolutely not be involved in anyway. ... this is a big issue on our side to get involved in such an opinion that will be used in court. We have to stop that urgently."

    


WADA did not respond to questions sent Tuesday by the AP regarding the case.
Could a smoothie have contained the drug that caused Valieva's positive?
It was RUSADA, not WADA, that asked the questions that led to the experiment. But because RUSADA was noncompliant and considered a pariah in many parts of the anti-doping world, RUSADA followed the custom at the time and asked WADA to serve as an intermediary with Saugy.
In this case, WADA connected the Russians with the well-respected scientist, who conducted an experiment to see whether traces of a cut-up tablet of the banned drug Temozolomide, known as TMZ, could cause a positive test. The answer, according to the people with knowledge of the case who spoke to AP: yes.
This would have fit with one of the defenses the Russians were using for Valieva: that her grandfather made a strawberry smoothie for her, possibly using the same cutting board or utensils he used to cut TMZ tablets for himself. Using this defense, if Valieva could prove her grandfather made the smoothie and she drank it within a certain time frame before her positive test, there was a chance she could've received a "no-fault" positive due to contamination that would have resulted in a less-stringent sanction.

    


Sports' highest court ultimately refused that defense, stating that while there were plausible scientific explanations for contamination, Valieva didn't meet the burden of proving she drank a tainted smoothie within that time frame. 
"It is inherently implausible that an athlete at this elite level would take a homemade strawberry dessert with her across Russia and eat it during a competition period," the CAS panel wrote in shooting down the explanation that Valieva put the smoothie in a refrigerator on a train ride from Moscow to St. Petersburg, then ate it over a number of days.

    


Though sometimes seen as outlandish, these sort of contamination cases are fairly common in global anti-doping.
U.S. Open tennis champion Jannik Sinner recently had what could have been a substantial penalty reduced when he was able to prove a banned substance entered his system through a massage by his physiotherapist. One no-fault case stemmed from an athlete testing positive after giving her dog medicine that contained a banned substance. One punishment got reduced when a sprinter claimed he was contaminated after using a tainted male-enhancement product. Most common are cases that come from athletes ingesting banned substances by eating contaminated meat.
Parallels between Valieva's case and the case involving Chinese swimmers
Valieva's case involved a banned heart stimulant that is forbidden because it is known for helping the heart operate more efficiently, which can give athletes a clear advantage.
She has largely been seen as a victim who had no say in whether she wanted to use performance enhancers. Her case erupted at the Winter Olympics and wound through multiple courts until it was finally decided by CAS, which upheld her disqualification and awarded first place in the team competition to the Americans, who had finished a spot behind Valieva and her Russian teammates.
Was WADA helping China while not willing to extend help to Russia?
In China, 23 swimmers stayed eligible after testing positive for TMZ in December 2020, about seven months before the Tokyo Olympics. But unlike the episode involving Valieva, their case stayed completely under wraps until it was uncovered by German broadcaster ARD and The New York Times earlier this year.
WADA insists it operated according to the rules in the China case, but it still has been heavily scrutinized for not quickly publicizing details of the doping positives, as is customary in a no-fault contamination scenario. 
An investigation it commissioned, full details of which are due out this week, found that WADA made a "reasonable decision" to take the path it did. The investigator, however, pointed out doubts that WADA's own science director had about the Chinese saying that the contamination came from traces of TMZ scattered about a hotel kitchen.
Though the Russians also said Valieva was a victim of contamination, her case was handled differently. 
The relationship between WADA and Russia has been tense, following 10 years of difficult and, some felt, duplicitous activity by the Russians as they sought to regain firm footing in international sports. Potentially the most embarrassing moment for WADA came in 2019 after it had, at the time, reinstated RUSADA, only to learn that Russians had missed a deadline to provide WADA with details related to a long-running doping scheme because they were tampering with the documents.
RUSADA later was declared noncompliant again. It was against this backdrop that WADA's I&I unit, acting as a conduit between Saugy and RUSADA, received a draft report of the Saugy experiment. As a matter of routine, the results were forwarded to the WADA general counsel.
Not long after, it became clear that the lawyer had shared the information with Niggli, who started the process of trying to tamp down the findings.
Neither WADA nor RUSADA advanced information about the Saugy experiment beyond that, and Valieva's case reached its conclusion without details from the experiment being included.
Valieva ultimately received a four-year suspension that runs through 2025 -- shortly before the start of the next Winter Olympics.
___
AP Winter Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/winter-olympicsAP
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                    Indiana Fever's Aliyah Boston (7) shoots over Las Vegas Aces' A'ja Wilson (22) during the first half of a WNBA basketball game, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- A'ja Wilson broke the WNBA single season scoring record just before the first half of the Las Vegas Aces' game against the Indiana Fever on Wednesday night.
Wilson hit a jumper from the free throw line with 26.4 seconds left in the second quarter to surpass the previous mark of 939 points set by Jewell Loyd in 2023. The Aces' two-time league MVP came into the game averaging 27.3 points and 11.9 rebounds. 
She finished the game with 27 points and 12 rebounds as Las Vegas won 86-75. Wilson credited her teammates for helping her break the record.
"I don't want to sound cliche when I say this but, I don't get any of that without every single teammate along the way. I'm so grateful to be able to play with selfless women," she said. "My teammates are the heartbeat. They keep me going. I don't get any points without them passing me the basketball.

    


"So the points are great. They're always going to be there. I'm never going to stop shooting, but the group that we have in this locker room is something that I'm truly so happy to be around."
Wilson needed just 35 games to top last year's record by Loyd, who did it in 38 games. Wilson's previous high was 912 points, set in 40 games last season.




She now has 956 points this season and could potentially be the first player in league history to reach 1,000 in a year.
She missed the team's previous game in New York on Sunday as she was recovering from an ankle injury she suffered against Connecticut last Friday night. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Feels great, 'cause now people will stop talking about it," Wilson said. "I felt like it was just lingering, lingering, lingering, so I'm glad that we got it done. It's been a lot of fun."
The Aces have four games left, including another one against the Fever on Friday night.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill acknowledged that he could have handled himself better in the initial moments of a traffic stop that left him handcuffed and pulled out of his car by police officers near the team's stadium. (AP Video/Cody Jackson)
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            A police officer dragged Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill out of his sports car by his arm and head and then forced him face first onto the ground after Hill put up the window of his sports car during a traffic stop.
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill speaks to journalists following a team practice, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 14 | 
            This body cam image released by the Miami-Dade Police Department shows Miami Dolphins receiver Tyreek Hill being arrested during a traffic stop, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (Miami-Dade Police Department via AP)
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill (10) gestures as he calls for the police officer involved in his traffic stop to be fired, during a press conference following a team practice, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill walks on the field during a team practice session, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla.(AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill (10) catches a pass during a team practice session, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill walks on the field during a team practice session, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla.(AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill speaks during an NFL football post game news conference, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. The Dolphins defeated the Jaguars 20-17. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill (10) scores a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Jaylen Waddle (17), Miami Dolphins wide receiver Braxton Berrios (0) celebrate a touchdown by Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill (10) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Police body camera video shows an officer dragging Miami Dolphins receiver Tyreek Hill out of his sports car by his arm and head and then forcing him face first onto the ground after Hill put up the window of his vehicle. (Miami-Dade Police Department)
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill (10) holds his hands behind his back as if he is handcuffed as Miami Dolphins wide receiver Jaylen Waddle (17) unlocks them after Hill scores against the Jacksonville Jaguars in the second half during an NFL football game at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida, on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)
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                                    Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill acknowledged that he could have handled himself better in the initial moments of a traffic stop that left him handcuffed and pulled out of his car by police officers near the team's stadium. (AP Video/Cody Jackson)
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                                    A police officer dragged Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill out of his sports car by his arm and head and then forced him face first onto the ground after Hill put up the window of his sports car during a traffic stop.
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            Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill speaks to journalists following a team practice, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            This body cam image released by the Miami-Dade Police Department shows Miami Dolphins receiver Tyreek Hill being arrested during a traffic stop, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (Miami-Dade Police Department via AP)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 14

                                    
                                    Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill (10) holds his hands behind his back as if he is handcuffed as Miami Dolphins wide receiver Jaylen Waddle (17) unlocks them after Hill scores against the Jacksonville Jaguars in the second half during an NFL football game at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida, on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (Al Diaz/Miami Herald via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            TIM REYNOLDS and ALANIS THAMES

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) -- Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill acknowledged Wednesday that he could have handled himself better in the initial moments of a weekend traffic stop that left him handcuffed and pulled out of his car by police officers near the team's stadium.
Hill also said he wants one of the officers involved in the incident dismissed from the police force.
Hill said he wishes he did some things "a bit differently" on Sunday morning, including leaving the window of his car down when officers instructed him to do so. He rolled up the window instead. The incident escalated quickly from there.
"I will say I could have been better," Hill said. "I could have let down my window in that instant. But the thing about me is, I don't want attention. I don't want to be cameras-out, phones-on-you in that moment. But at the end of the day, I'm human. I've got to follow rules. I've got to do what everyone else would do.

    


"Now, does that give them the right to literally beat the dog out of me? Absolutely not," Hill continued. "But at the end of the day, I wish I could go back and do things a bit differently."




Miami-Dade Police Director Stephanie Daniels launched an internal affairs investigation on Sunday afternoon and one officer was transferred to administrative duties. That officer, Danny Torres, wants to be immediately reinstated, his attorney said this week. Meanwhile, the Dolphins have said they want "swift and strong action" against all the officers involved.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hill did not mince words when detailing what action he thinks should be taken against the officer.
"Gone. Gone. Gone. Gone. Gone. He's gotta go, man," Hill said. "In that instant right there, not only did he treat me bad, but he also treated my teammates with disrespect. He had some crazy words towards them and they didn't even do nothing. Like, what did they do to you?"

    


Hill was pulled from his car near the team's stadium less than three hours before kickoff of Miami's Week 1 game. He was placed on the ground and handcuffed, and teammate Calais Campbell -- who drove by the scene and stopped in an effort to play peacemaker -- also was handcuffed by police during the incident.
Hill was cited for careless driving and failing to wear a seatbelt.
The Dolphins play the Buffalo Bills on Thursday night, and Hill said he would use the game as therapy, an escape from thinking about the incident. He said he would not take a knee -- a move many players have used in recent years to protest police brutality -- or call for the defunding of police. Hill has said several times in recent days that he has respect for police officers, and he intends to pursue work in law enforcement when his playing days end.
Body camera footage of the incident, released by the Miami-Dade Police Department on Monday evening, showed that the traffic stop escalated quickly after Hill put up the window of his car.
Hill rolled down the driver's side window and handed his license to an officer who had been knocking on the window. Hill -- an eight-time Pro Bowl selection who led the NFL with 1,799 receiving yards last season -- then told the officer repeatedly to stop knocking before rolling the darkly tinted window back up.

    


After a back and forth about the window, the bodycam video shows an officer pull Hill out of his car by his arm and head and then force him face-first onto the ground. Officers handcuffed Hill and one put a knee in the middle of his back.
Hill can be heard in the footage yelling repeatedly that he'd just had surgery on his knee as officers forced him to the ground. The receiver said Wednesday he had a minor stem cell procedure on his knee this offseason in Antigua. Dolphins coach Mike McDaniel called it a procedure that Hill "makes sure that he takes care of."
Hill said he was inside a movie theater Monday night when he received word that the footage was released. He left the theater to watch it and said he hopes people seeing the video -- both civilians and law enforcement -- use it as a means to learn and get better, even drawing the parallel to the way that football players improve when they watch game film.

    


"It's shell-shocking, man," Hill said. "It's really crazy to know that you have officers in this world that would literally do that with bodycams on. It's sad. It's really sad. Which brings up another conversation and leads into 'What would they do if they didn't have bodycams?' Which is even crazier."
Lloyd Howell Jr., the executive director of the NFL Players Association, said the organization has reached out to Hill and Campbell to provide them with "necessary support," though he didn't specify what that support was.
"I think on a go forward basis, it's a function of communication," Howell said. "No matter what your circumstances are, is take care of yourself, your family and hopefully that'll translate to the field. That's where things are now."

    


NBA player Bam Adebayo said he believes Hill should have adhered to the officers' demands and left his window down when instructed. He also said it was difficult to watch what happened next.
"For me, it's the yanking him out of the car, throwing him on the ground, the knee on the back and you can kind of hear him speak but because the officer has such weight on his back he can barely speak," the Miami Heat captain said. "I don't ever want to get pulled over and catch a cop on a bad day. It's a reminder that they don't care who you are. Some of it escalated to a point where it could have gotten ugly for him. We've seen this story a lot, countless times."
The altercation, and what was seen on the six officers' bodycam videos, has again brought to the forefront conversations surrounding the experience of Black people with police -- something that has been a national talking point for some time.
Hill has been involved in off-field incidents before, though teammates spoke out this week to condemn those who used Hill's past allegations of violence to justify any excessive use of force. McDaniel said Wednesday that Hill continues to grow as a person, and that he has spoken to him on multiple occasions about why that matters. He also acknowledged that Hill could have handled the incident differently, without revealing specifics.
"A conversation about what provoked unnecessary," McDaniel said, "is trivial to the unnecessary."
___
AP Sports Writer Will Graves contributed from Pittsburgh.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                    FILE - Former NFL and University of Southern California running back Reggie Bush, left, jokes with laughs after throwing out the ceremonial first pitch prior to a baseball game between the Los Angeles Dodgers and the Cincinnati Reds Friday, May 17, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Former football star Reggie Bush was at his Encino home Tuesday night when three male suspects attempted to break in, the Los Angeles Times reported Wednesday.
"Everyone is safe," Bush said in a text message to the newspaper.
The Los Angeles Police Dept. told the Times that a resident of the house reported hearing a window break and broken glass was found outside. Police said nothing was stolen and that three male suspects dressed in black were seen leaving the scene.
Bush starred at Southern California and in the NFL. The former running back was reinstated as the 2005 Heisman Trophy winner this year. He forfeited it in 2010 after USC was hit with sanctions partly related to Bush's dealings with two aspiring sports marketers.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Dallas Cowboys team owner Jerry Jones, left, and analyst Tom Brady, center right, talk with others during team warmups before an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns in Cleveland, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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            Baltimore Ravens tight end Isaiah Likely (80) catches a pass with his toe out of bounds as Kansas City Chiefs linebacker Nick Bolton and linebacker Drue Tranquill, left, defend as time time expires in the second half of an NFL football game Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. The Chiefs won 27-20.(AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            Fireworks fill the sky over Arrowhead Stadium as the Kansas City Chiefs' Super Bowl XVIII championship banner is unveiled before the start of an NFL football game between the Chiefs and the Baltimore Ravens Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The NFL averaged 21.0 million viewers per game during the league's opening week, making it the most-watched Week 1 on record.
The league and Nielsen said Wednesday morning that the per-game average on TV and digital platforms was a 12% increase over last year. Nielsen began electronic measurement of viewing in 1988.
All told, 123 million people saw at least part of one game, its highest total for an opening week since 2019.
"A great start with the viewership. It was great to be back and a lot to be excited about," said Hans Schroeder, the NFL's executive vice president of media distribution.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: NFL averaged 21 million viewers per game for opening week, its highest on record
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Rita Foley reports on the millions of people watching NFL football in its opening week.

    

NBC had the most-watched game, with defending Super Bowl champion Kansas City's 27-20 victory over Baltimore in last Thursday's opener averaging 29.2 million on TV and digital. It was NBC's second-largest regular season game since 2006, when it acquired the "Sunday Night Football" package. The Sunday night game between Detroit and the Los Angeles Rams, which the Lions won 26-20 in overtime, averaged 22.7 million, a 3% jump from last year.

    


Tom Brady's first game as Fox's top analyst -- Dallas' 33-17 win over Cleveland -- averaged 23.93 million. The six games that were part of Fox's doubleheader (four early, two late) averaged 18.64 million, making it the network's best start since 2020.




This was the first time since 2020 that Fox solely had the Sunday afternoon doubleheader in Week 1. Both CBS and Fox carried two games apiece on the opening Sunday the past three seasons.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

CBS averaged 17.79 million for its six games, its most watched Week 1 singleheader since it reacquired NFL rights in 1998. Most of CBS' affiliates had games in the 1 p.m. EDT window, but New York, Chicago, Atlanta and Pittsburgh got Jim Harbaugh's first game as coach of the Los Angeles Chargers against the Las Vegas Raiders at 4:05 p.m. EDT.
New York, Chicago, Atlanta and Pittsburgh could not air games in CBS' early window because it is a league rule that no game is shown opposite the game of the local team.

    


Philadelphia's 34-29 victory over Green Bay in the NFL's first Friday night Week 1 game in 54 years averaged 14.0 million on Peacock and NBC affiliates in Philadelphia, Green Bay and Milwaukee. It was the second-most watched live event in Peacock's four-year history, behind last season's AFC wild card round game between Kansas City and Miami.
"I think the numbers even exceeded our expectations. Brazil was great and the game was an exciting one," Schroeder said. "On a new night and window, I think that was a phenomenal start for us."
"Monday Night Football" on ABC, ESPN, ESPN2 and ESPN+ averaged 20.4 million for San Francisco's 32-19 win over the New York Jets despite most DirecTV customers not being able to receive it due to its carriage dispute with Disney (the only way they could watch it is if their ABC affiliate was not owned by Disney, which was not the case for DirecTV customers in New York and San Francisco).
The average was down from the 22.7 million for last year's opener between the Jets and Buffalo.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            FILE - Washington quarterback Jacob Eason high fives fans as he leaves the field with the Apple Cup after an NCAA college football game against Washington State, Nov. 29, 2019 in Seattle. (AP Photo/Stephen Brashear, File)
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            FILE - Oregon State running back Ryan Nall, top, dives over Oregon's Danny Mattingly for a touchdown in the second half an NCAA college football game in Corvallis, Ore., Nov. 26, 2016. (AP Photo/Timothy J. Gonzalez, File)
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            FILE - Butch, the Washington State mascot leads cheerleaders and players onto the field before an NCAA college football game against Washington, Nov. 25, 2016, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, File)
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            FILE- Oregon quarterback Justin Herbert passes in the second quarter against Arizona in an NCAA college football game in Eugene, Ore., Oct. 29, 2016. (AP Photo/Thomas Boyd, File)
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                                        A matchup between the Big Ten and the Pac-12 traditionally would be a clash of differing styles between schools from the Midwest and the West Coast.
Better yet, it could invoke images of the San Gabriel Mountains and the manicured grass of the Rose Bowl in "The Granddaddy of Them All."
This year, it means a pair of century-old rivalry games oddly placed in Week 3 of the season between in-state schools now bitterly divided by the new reality of college football.
The game formerly known as The Civil War a nonconference game? The Apple Cup played at a neutral site with fans on both sides of the debate calling for an end to the yearly matchup? Neither game played in November or December?
What in the name of Keith Jackson is going on here?
"It'll feel weird to play them at a neutral site so to speak, a non-campus site. It'll be weird to play them in September and probably will be a little weird (overall)," Washington State athletic director Anne McCoy said. "But the general emotion and sentiment at the end of the day won't be any different, which is this would be a great game to win."

    


The rubble that remained from the collapse of the Pac-12 a year ago created the situation that will play out Saturday with the oddest of rivalry weekends. Oregon State will host No. 9 Oregon in Corvallis, while a few hours' drive up the road Washington State and Washington will play at a neutral site in Seattle that won't feel very neutral.




They are both non-league contests for the first time since the early 1960s. The two remaining schools grasping onto the Pac-12 flag take on their two in-state opponents that bolted for an opportunity in the Big Ten amid the chaos of realignment.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Left in the wake is an odd mix of emotions -- anger, resentment and resignation are all part of the atmosphere that surrounds the two games. And no one seems to know the right feeling to have.

    


"Rivalry games are always personal," Washington State center Devin Kylany said.
"It's still a rivalry game. I'm looking forward to playing in it," Washington linebacker Carson Bruener said. "Obviously there is the difference of not playing at the end of the year and playing it Week 3, but the intensity is still there and we all know it."
While there appears to be a cloud of apathy surrounding the Apple Cup, there seems to be some true buzz for the game in Corvallis. There are standing-room-only tickets being sold for the matchup at Reser Stadium, and on the secondary market a seat in the lower bowl is going to cost at least $150 a few days out.
And there's genuine intrigue, too. The Ducks started the season ranked third in the country and struggled in consecutive home wins over Idaho (24-14) and Boise State (37-34). Meanwhile, the Beavers thumped Idaho State (38-15) and shut out San Diego State (21-0) last week on the road.
Oregon State coach Trent Bray said there's no need to explain the magnitude of the week to his players.
"They know of it. They're aware of it. The biggest is the opportunity to go out and compete at the national level, (on) the national stage, and show what we can do and do it against a great opponent. I think that's the bigger focus for our guys," Bray said.

    


While Reser Stadium is likely to be buzzing -- the sound of chainsaws will be prominent -- the Apple Cup could be played in front of a half-empty stadium. Reported ticket sales for the game at Lumen Field -- home of the Seattle Seahawks -- are in the range of between 35,000 and 40,000 due in part to high prices, the neutral venue and the game not being part of the season-ticket package for either school.
It's added to the overwhelming indifference about the future of the game that started almost immediately after the demise of the Pac-12 in the summer of 2023. There are segments of each fan base that would rather move on.
Washington State President Kirk Schulz thinks that despite a feeling of apathy -- and the oddity of Washington athletic director Pat Chun previously holding the same position at Washington State until six months ago -- continuing the game is for the betterment of football fans in the region.

    


"They didn't have to continue to do it and we could have both said, you know, screw the other school, and I think our fans at the end of the day would miss out," Schulz said. "Look, maybe we win, maybe we don't. But I just think it's good for Division I football, for the Pacific Northwest, for our two schools to play once a year. I'm a big pro-rivalry guy."
___
AP Sports Writer Anne M. Peterson contributed to this report.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, watches his ball on the eighth hole during the second round of the Tour Championship golf tournament, Friday, Aug. 30, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            Captain Brooks Koepka, left, of Smash GC, shakes hands with captain Jon Rahm, of Legion XIII, on the 18th green during the final round of LIV Golf Greenbrier at The Old White at The Greenbrier, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024, in White Sulphur Springs, W.Va. (Mike Stobe/LIV Golf via AP)
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                                        Rory McIlroy doesn't view the made-for-TV match between stars from the PGA Tour and LIV Golf as a message, more like a glimpse of the possibilities of what can happen, and what has been missing in golf since the great divide.
McIlroy and Scottie Scheffler are playing against Brooks Koepka and Bryson DeChambeau in December in Las Vegas. The only times they have competed in the same field this year were in the four majors.
McIlroy, once a fierce opponent of Saudi-funded LIV Golf, has been bullish about finding a solution to bring the top players together more often. He has was on the PGA Tour board for a year, resigned and now is part of a negotiating committee.
"It's more we wanted to do something that, I guess, all golf fans could get excited about," McIlroy said Wednesday ahead of the Irish Open. "It's a way to show golf fans in the world that this is what could happen or these are the possibilities going forward. I've been saying this for a long time. I think golf and golf fans (should) get to see us together more than four times a year.

    


"I think we all thought it was a good idea and something that hopefully is a sign of things to come in the future."




A flight-tracking website reported that private planes of the PGA Tour and Aramco, formally known as the Saudi Arabian Oil Co., were in the New York area, and ESPN reported more meetings between the PGA Tour and the Public Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia. Tiger Woods also was in New York, first for a charity event.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I don't know much about the talks that are going on. I know that there is, but that's not something that I'm a part of," McIlroy said. "I think we are all in the game of golf trying to look for a solution to all this and try to move forward."
The PGA Tour starts the fall portion of its schedule, while LIV Golf wraps up its regular season at a public course in the Chicago suburbs. Jon Rahm, who signed with LIV in December, has a slight lead in the bid for the individual title and an $18 million bonus.

    


Still unclear is Rahm's status with the Ryder Cup. He is required to play four European tour events to maintain his membership -- the Olympics count as one -- and Rahm says he has entered the Spanish Open next week.
But he is required to pay fines for playing LIV events against European tour events.
"Still talking to the DP World Tour. I intend to play in Spain," Rahm said Wednesday ahead of LIV Golf Chicago. "We entered a long time ago. Whether they let me play or not is a different thing. I'm not a big fan of the fines. I think I've been outspoken about that. I don't intend to pay the fines, and we keep trying to have a discussion with them about how we can make this happen."
Rahm said the European tour would be doing Spanish golf a disservice by not letting him play.
The European tour said in a statement: "Jon has outstanding sanctions for breaches of the DP World Tour's conflicting tournament regulation. Until those outstanding sanctions are resolved, he is ineligible to play in a DP World Tour event."
As for the PGA Tour-LIV match in Las Vegas, Rahm said he would be happy to be part of a similar event in the future.
"I think we could do some special things having both tours," he said.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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                                        KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes said Wednesday he will not endorse either Donald Trump or Kamala Harris, even as the former president continued to call Mahomes' wife, Brittany, a supporter of his campaign.
"I don't want my place and my platform to be used to endorse a candidate or do whatever, either way," Mahomes said before heading out to practice for Sunday's game against Cincinnati. "I think my place is to inform people to get registered to vote. It's to inform people to do their own research and then make the best decision for them and their family."
The comments from the three-time Super Bowl champion came less than a day after Taylor Swift, who is dating his Chiefs teammate Travis Kelce and has become friends with the Mahomes family, endorsed Harris for the presidency.
Swift's endorsement led Trump to say in a phone interview with Fox News on Wednesday: "I actually like Mrs. Mahomes much better, if you want to know the truth. She's a big Trump fan. I like Brittany. I think Brittany is great."

    


Trump began referencing Brittany Mahomes last month, after she had liked -- and then unliked -- an Instagram post by the Republican presidential nominee outlining the "2024 GOP platform." Trump posted soon afterward on Truth Social: "I want to thank beautiful Brittany Mahomes for so strongly defending me."




Brittany Mahomes has since stayed out of the political spotlight except to respond to critics on social media, saying in a post: "To be a hater as an adult, you have to have some deep rooted issues you refuse to heal from childhood."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Patrick Mahomes sidestepped a question Wednesday specifically about Trump's references to his wife, saying instead that "at the end of the day, it's about me and my family and how we treat other people."
"I think you see Brittany does a lot in the community. I do a lot in the community to help bring people up, and give people an opportunity to use their voice," he said. "In political times people are going to use stuff here and there, but I can't let that affect how I go about my business every single day of my life, and trying to live it to the best of my ability."

    


Swift became close with the Mahomes family last year, when she began to date Kelce, often sharing the same suite during games at Arrowhead Stadium. Some thought a rift had developed between them when they were not seen together during the Chiefs' season-opening win over the Ravens last week, but they showed up together in New York last weekend to watch the U.S. Open.
"Whenever I'm hanging out with whoever, I'm not thinking about their political views or anything like that," Patrick Mahomes said. "I'm thinking about the people and how they treat other people, and I was with a lot of great people this week."
Swift offered her support to Harris shortly after the presidential debate ended Tuesday night, a potentially significant coup for the Democratic nominee given Swift's dedicated following among young women, an important demographic for the November election. The endorsement also came after Trump's campaign shared a collage of AI-generated images purporting to show Swift fans supporting him.

    


"I think she is a steady-handed, gifted leader and I believe we can accomplish so much more in this country if we are led by calm and not chaos," Swift wrote in an Instagram post, which had been liked more than 9 million times by Wednesday afternoon.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Trump's posts "brought me to the conclusion that I need to be very transparent about my actual plans for this election as a voter," Swift wrote. She added that "I've done my research, and I've made my choice."
Mahomes declined to speak specifically about his own political beliefs, instead talking more broadly about national unity.
"You've seen my history. I've come up with people from every aspect of life, from every background," the Chiefs quarterback said, "and the best thing about football locker rooms and kind of how I've grown up in baseball locker rooms is people can come together and achieve something, and achieve a common goal. We talked about it a while back. If we can do that as a nation, we can get the best out of each other, so that's something I do every single day."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Cleveland Browns' Deshaun Watson (4) recovers after throwing an incomplete pass in the second half of an NFL football game against the Dallas Cowboys in Cleveland, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/David Richard)
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            Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson (4) has the ball stripped away by Dallas Cowboys defensive end DeMarcus Lawrence (90) in the second half of an NFL football game in Cleveland, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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            Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson (4) runs for a gain before being tackled by Dallas Cowboys linebacker Damone Clark (18) in the second half of an NFL football game in Cleveland, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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                                        BEREA, Ohio (AP) -- Just one game in, Deshaun Watson's third season with the Browns is already headed in a bad direction.
In addition to talking about his shaky performance in the season opener, Cleveland's quarterback was confronted Wednesday with questions connected to new sexual assault allegations brought against him in a civil lawsuit.
On Monday, a woman in Texas accused Watson of sexual assault and battery in October 2020 while he played for Houston. Watson said he was unaware of the allegations until they went public in the media.
"I found out exactly whenever everyone else found out," said Watson, who is expected to start Sunday at Jacksonville.
According to the lawsuit, the woman, known only as "Jane Doe," says Watson "roughly sexually assaulted" her for several minutes during a dinner date in her apartment.
During his weekly media availability, Watson said he was surprised by the allegations, adding he didn't know if the woman's lawyer had approached his legal representation 10 months ago seeking a resolution, as her attorney, Tony Buzbee, claims.

    


"I haven't heard anything," Watson said before practice. "I haven't spoke with anybody so I'm not sure. I'm not aware of that."




Watson's appearance on the dais came about an hour after his attorney, Rusty Hardin, released a statement saying the QB "strongly denies" the claims in the lawsuit.
The NFL said Tuesday it will examine the case to determine whether Watson violated the league's personal conduct policy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Watson was suspended 11 games in 2022 -- months after the Browns signed him to a fully guaranteed, five-year $230 million contract -- and fined $5 million after an independent arbiter reviewed accusations of sexual misconduct and assault made against him by more than two dozen women during massage therapy sessions.
Hardin said he and Watson are "comfortable he will ultimately be vindicated. We will be ready to defend this case in court at the appropriate time, but don't intend to conduct our defense in the media. We would ask that people be patient while the legal process runs its course."

    


Watson did not repeat the same denial, choosing instead to lean on Hardin's statement as "exactly how I'm feeling and what we're going through this process with."
As Watson spoke, Buzbee fired back on Instagram, saying he contacted Hardin about a settlement.
"We knew this case was the most serious and egregious case brought against Watson to date and our client, who is rightly traumatized by these events, wanted to attempt a private resolution," Buzbee said. "Unfortunately, Watson's team or maybe his lawyers couldn't or wouldn't give this case the attention it was due."
Buzbee, who has represented most of the other women in past lawsuits, said the QB knew about his client's assertions.
"Watson was well aware of this victim and her claims immediately after it occurred," Buzbee said, "and Watson was again reminded back when we filed the first lawsuit for the other multiple victims. ... He is well aware of what he did. This case is strong and now that we have filed we will pursue it with vigor."

    


Buzbee said he has since been contacted by Hardin and his team. He added that he has heard from NFL counsel "and will respond in due course."
Watson settled 23 of 24 civil suits before being suspended in 2022. Depending on what the league finds, the three-time Pro Bowler could be sidelined again but said he hasn't given any thought to possible punishment.
"My focus is figuring out Jacksonville's plan on defense and focusing on my craft to be the best quarterback I can be on Sunday for this team," he said. "That's something that the NFL has to do on their time and I have to focus on what's in front of me right now."
The new lawsuit is the latest twist in Watson's drama-filled tenure with the Browns. He's only made 13 starts in his three seasons with Cleveland due to the suspension and a severe right shoulder injury in 2023.
Browns coach Kevin Stefanski said he did not consider benching the QB this week in light of the new allegations.

    


"We'll let due process play out and follow the NFL's guidelines," Stefanski said.
Watson played poorly in Cleveland's season opener, his first game since undergoing surgery in November to repair a fracture in his throwing shoulder. He was hesitant, inaccurate and held the ball too long, drawing boos from the home crowd.
He finished 24 of 45 for 169 yards with a touchdown, two interceptions and a 51.1 passer rating. Watson was sacked six times and hit 17 as the Cowboys defense teed off on a Browns line missing its starting tackles.
Afterward, Watson disclosed his father and a close friend had died in the days leading up to the game.
"I'm not going to sit up here and make any excuses for anything that's off the field is what's causing on the field," he said. "I just got to be better this week, and I will be better."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- Saquon Barkley stole the show in his Philadelphia Eagles debut.
He gave the offense the credible, every-down back the franchise craved. He may have given his old team, the Giants, a few sleepless nights. Barkley's three-touchdown effort sealed a few fantasy football victories, too.
So will Barkley repeat the feat Monday night against Atlanta?
If the total offensive numbers come again -- 109 yards rushing, and he scored on an 18-yard catch and on runs of 11 and 2 yards -- Barkley might have to rack them up on fewer plays.
The $26 million running back shouldn't necessarily expect 26 total touches (24 carries, two receptions) like he had in his stellar opener in the Eagles' win over the Green Bay Packers in Brazil.
Coach Nick Sirianni wants to keep Barkley fresh for the stretch run, which could mean less impact now in exchange for a heavier load in December and beyond.

    


Unless, of course, the Eagles really need him to pull out a win.
"You do everything you can do to win each football game, and so once the game is in the flow, you think about how you're going to win that game," Sirianni said.




Philly sports fans surely remember the dreaded "load management" phrase popularized by the 76ers' attempt at cushioning oft-injured center Joel Embiid's workload. The Eagles might not necessarily go that far -- their backup options are Kenneth Gainwell and Will Shipley -- during a game, but Sirianni said there are ways during the week the Eagles can limit how they use Barkley.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"With Saquon having that many touches, we'll have a plan for that this week in practice where we can take some of the load off him there," Sirianni said.
After six straight losing seasons, the Falcons were beaten 18-10 by the Pittsburgh Steelers in their opener. One small bright spot, the defense kept the Steelers out of the end zone, usually a formula for victory.

    


Trying to do it again against Jalen Hurts and his group of elite receivers is tough enough. Trying to keep Hurts and Barkley out of the end zone just might be an impossible task.
The Eagles are eager to see what Barkley does in the second game.
"He's done an excellent job, and we'll be able to diversify it as we go," Eagles offensive coordinator Kellen Moore said. "Week in and week out, we can adjust the game plans and we'll play different styles depending on how the opponent wants to play us. He'll provide us with that opportunity."
Cousins, take two
Playing in a game for the first time in more than 10 months, Kirk Cousins struggled mightily in his Atlanta debut.
Hardly what the Falcons expected from a quarterback who received a four-year, $180-million contract in free agency that includes $100 million in guaranteed money.
Coach Raheem Morris made it clear that the offense was the biggest problem against the Steelers. Cousins looked shaky in the pocket, threw two interceptions and finished with just 155 yards passing on 16 of 26 completions.
Most notably, he failed to take advantage of two of his biggest playmakers. Tight end Kyle Pitts did catch a 12-yard touchdown pass but finished with just three receptions for 26 yards. Even worse, top outside threat Drake London was targeted only three times, making two catches for 15 yards.

    


"We played what I thought was winning football in two phases of the game, and we didn't play winning football in our offensive phase of the game. That's just the truth of the matter," Morris said. "It wasn't good enough. We threw two interceptions. We've got to make better decisions in the passing game all around."
Not done yet
Brandon Graham still has a lot left in the tank.
Graham's first snap in the opener made him the first Eagle to ever start a 15th season. He was tied with Pro Football Hall of Famer Chuck Bednarik (14, 1949-62). Graham also has the record for the most regular-season games played (196) in franchise history.
The 36-year-old defensive end played 32 snaps against the Packers -- one more than second-year edge rusher Nolan Smith and two more than defensive end Bryce Huff. Huff signed a three-year, $51 million free-agent deal in the offseason.

    


Graham could expect a similar workload against the Falcons.
"Brandon is still a good player, and I've told him several times, he's not on any ceremonial last-year retirement parade," defensive coordinator Vic Fangio said. "He's going to play. He's still playing good."
Jarrett returns
One Atlanta player who didn't look rusty at all in Week 1 was Grady Jarrett.
Coming back from a season-ending knee injury, the longtime stalwart of Atlanta's defensive front picked right up where he left off.
Jarrett had 1 1/2 sacks and three quarterback hits, becoming the franchise leader in the latter category with 117 for his career to surpass John Abraham's 115.
"I know I'm back," Jarrett said. "I put a lot of work in, zero doubt in my mind. I'm ready to go. I'm just excited to have a great year and contribute to this team the best I can."

    


Tush push woes
The tush push is still alive in Philly.
Alive and well? Not so much, at least not after an opening victory where the tush push was unsuccessful on at least two attempts and there was some miscommunication between Hurts and center Cam Jurgens on other plays.
The play goes like this: Hurts lines up under center with two or three players behind him. He takes the snap, the offensive line surges forward and Hurts gets a big push from behind.
The Eagles converted the play about 93% of the time each of the past two seasons. Jason Kelce, the burly center who anchored the play, retired. Jurgens took over at center and the play -- the offensive line as a whole -- underwent early growing pains.
"I was pleased with the way we were getting some push on some of them," Sirianni said. "We have some things to clean up."
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        Arkansas State (2-0) at No. 17 Michigan (1-1), Saturday, noon ET (BTN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Michigan by 23 1/2.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE
Michigan desperately needs a confidence-boosting win. The Wolverines were routed on their home turf by then-No. 3 Texas, a week after pulling away late to turn a close game into a lopsided win against Fresno State. The Butch Jones-led Red Wolves potentially have a chance to improve to 3-34 against ranked teams if they can beat one for the first time since knocking off Troy in 2016.
KEY MATCHUP
Michigan's passing game against Arkansas State's defense. Davis Warren, who beat out Alex Orji to start at quarterback has struggled to find a rhythm. Warren has more interceptions (three) than touchdowns (two) and is averaging just 8.7 yards per completion. Arkansas State has given up 198 yards passing per game, ranking in the middle of the pack among FBS teams.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Arkansas State: Zak Wallace. The RB scored twice on the ground in a 34-31 win over Central Arkansas in Week 1, giving him 40 career rushing TDs to rank No. 2 among active FBS players.
Michigan: Colston Loveland. The preseason All-America TE leads the team with 16 catches for 157 yards and a TD and has been perhaps its most consistent player through two games.




FACTS & FIGURES
The 56-year-old Jones is from Saugatuck, Michigan, and stayed in state to play football at Ferris State. He was head coach at Central Michigan (2007-09), Cincinnati (2010-12) and Tennessee (2013-17) before Arkansas State gave him a shot to lead a program in 2021. ... Michigan DE Josaiah Stewart, a transfer from Coastal Carolina, leads the team with two sacks and 3 1/2 tackles for losses. ... Arkansas State, a Sun Belt Conference school, is playing a defending national champion for the third time (Alabama 2018 and LSU 2004) since becoming a FBS program in 1992. ... Michigan K Dominic Zvada will face his former team after making all five of his field goals this season, including three from 52-plus yards.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Dallas Cowboys running back Ezekiel Elliott celebrates after rushing for a touchdown against the Cleveland Browns in the first half of an NFL football game in Cleveland, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/David Richard)
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            Dallas Cowboys running back Ezekiel Elliott celebrates after rushing for a touchdown against the Cleveland Browns in the first half of an NFL football game in Cleveland, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/David Richard)
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                                        New Orleans (1-0) at Dallas (1-0)
Sunday, 1 p.m. EDT, Fox.
BetMGM NFL Odds: Cowboys by 6 1/2.
Against the spread: Saints 1-0, Cowboys 1-0.
Series record: Cowboys lead 18-13.
Last meeting: Cowboys beat Saints 27-17 on Dec. 2, 2021, in New Orleans.
Last week: Saints beat Panthers 47-10; Cowboys beat Browns 33-17.
Saints offense: overall (9), rush (T3), pass (T14), scoring (1)
Saints defense: overall (2), rush (1), pass (6), scoring (T2)
Cowboys offense: overall (24), rush (20), pass (18), scoring (5)
Cowboys defense: overall (5), rush (11), pass (T7), scoring (T7)
Turnover differential: Saints plus-2; Cowboys plus-2.
Saints player to watch
Running back Alvin Kamara is coming off his 50th game with more than 100 yards from scrimmage in Week 1 (83 rushing, 27 receiving). He also scored his first touchdown of the season on a running play. Afterward, Kamara praised the system of new offensive coordinator Klint Kubiak, and also complimented Kubiak on his receptiveness to listening to offensive players on the sideline about what they thought worked well and would like to see him call. It was an ideal start for an eighth-year pro who's never had fewer than 1,000 yards from scrimmage in a season, but who has expressed dissatisfaction with his contract situation.

    


Cowboys player to watch
QB Dak Prescott plays for the first time since signing the richest guaranteed contract in NFL history, a $240 million, four-year deal that will pay at least $231 million. Prescott, the first to average $60 million per year, agreed to the deal hours before going 19 of 32 for 179 yards with a touchdown and no interceptions against Cleveland. The Cowboys just needed the efficient version of Prescott with the defense manhandling Deshaun Watson and the Browns. They might need the more prolific Prescott after the Saints opened with an NFL-best 47 points.




Key matchup
Kamara vs. Cowboys defense. Kamara's 83 yards rushing against Carolina were his most since the end of the 2022 season. He also had five catches, so his 20 touches were by far the most for either team in the openers. Dallas has put plenty of focus on stopping the run, and held Cleveland's primary back, Jerome Ford, to 3.7 yards per carry while the Browns finished with 93 yards. But the Cowboys didn't have to face Nick Chubb, who is recovering from knee surgery. Now Dallas sees a team's top back.
Key injuries 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Saints had two starters who left last Sunday's game and were unable to rejoin practice by midweek: CB Marshon Lattimore (hip/hamstring) and LG Lucas Patrick (toe). TE Foster Moreau, who was taken out of New Orleans' victory over Carolina with concussion symptoms, returned to practice Wednesday on a limited basis. LT Taleise Fuaga (back) and LB Jaylan Ford (hamstring) also have been limited. ... Dallas tight end Jake Ferguson likely will be a game-time decision after spraining a knee in the opener. Initial fears of a torn ACL proved premature, so Ferguson will wait to see how his left knee feels as game day approaches. ... Rookie DE Marshawn Kneeland missed the first practice of the week with a calf injury.

    


Series notes
The Cowboys are 11-4 at home against the Saints, tied with Detroit for the most victories for Dallas against a non-NFC East opponent. While the Cowboys have won the past two at AT&T Stadium, New Orleans beat Dallas 24-17 in 2009, the year the retractable roof venue opened. ... The teams have split the past six meetings. Before that, the Saints won seven of eight. 

    


Stats and stuff 
The Cowboys have a 16-game home winning streak in the regular season, two shy of the franchise record. That run comes with an asterisk these days because of the 48-32 home wild-card loss to Green Bay in January. ... The Saints enter their road opener, having gone 4-5 outside the Superdome last season. ... Saints QB Derek Carr completed 19 of 23 passes (82.6%) for 200 yards and 3 TDs without an interception for 142.5 rating in Week 1, his ninth-career game with 80% or better completion rate. ... Carr can become the first player since Aaron Rodgers in 2011 with 140-plus rating in three straight games. ... Carr has 17 TDs vs. two INTs in his past six starts. ... RB Jamaal Williams had a TD rushing last week, matching his 2023 season total. ... WR Rashid Shaheed had 73 yards receiving on three catches last week, including a 59-yard TD catch. ... WR Chris Olave, the Saints' receiving leader the past two seasons, had two catches for 11 yards in Week 1. ... Moreau had his 14th TD catch in Week 1. ... CB Alontae Taylor had career-high three sacks last week, the second DB since 1982 with three sacks in a Week 1 game (Rodney Harrison was the other in 1998). Taylor had only one sack in his first two NFL seasons. ... S Tyrann Mathieu had a forced fumble in Week 1, which he also recovered. ... Prescott needs 342 yards to join Tony Romo and Troy Aikman as the club's 30,000-yard passers. He would be the sixth to reach that mark in 115 games, joining Matthew Stafford, Dan Marino, Kurt Warner, Kirk Cousins and Peyton Manning. ... Cowboys running back Ezekiel Elliott needs 56 yards for 9,000 in his career, including his lone season with New England in 2023. He was a two-time rushing champ with the Cowboys and scored 12 rushing touchdowns in 2022 before Dallas released him in a cost-cutting move. Elliott scored again in his return to the Cowboys against the Browns. ... WR Brandin Cooks had a touchdown catch in four consecutive games going back to last season. The Saints drafted him 20th overall in 2014. Cooks is on his fifth team, and had at least one 1,000-yard season with each of the previous four, including two in New Orleans. ... LB Eric Kendricks had two sacks and an interception against Cleveland. He is the third player in the past 30 years to have multiple sacks and an interception in his debut with a team. The others were T.J. Watt with Pittsburgh in 2017 and Jerry Hughes for Houston in 2022. ... CB Trevon Diggs had an interception against Cleveland in his return after missing all but two games last season with a torn knee ligament. Diggs has 19 picks in 48 games. He has a chance to be the fourth player since 1990 with at least 20 interceptions in his first 50 games. The others are Pro Football Hall of Famer Ed Reed (21 interceptions), Marcus Peters (20) and Richard Sherman (20).

    


Fantasy tip
Prescott averaged 309 yards and almost three touchdowns passing per game while going 8-0 at home last season. He had just three interceptions at home all season, and tacked on a rushing TD as well.
___
This capsule corrects a previous version to list 2009 as the year AT&T Stadium opened, not 2019.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            Minnesota quarterback Max Brosmer (16) and head coach P. J. Fleck talk during a timeout in the first half of an NCAA college football game against Rhode Island, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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            Minnesota running back Darius Taylor (1) runs with the football as Rhode Island defensive back Andre DePina-Gray (30) tries to tackle during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Minneapolis. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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                                        Nevada (1-2) at Minnesota (1-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET, Big Ten Network.
BetMGM College Football Odds: Minnesota by 171/2. 
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE
The Gophers have momentum from a 48-0 victory over Rhode Island last week. They need even more of it for a daunting three-game stretch in Big Ten play that starts next week against Iowa, with Michigan and USC to follow. With those challenges looming on the schedule, QB Max Brosmer has a valuable opportunity facing a vulnerable Nevada defense after going 24 for 30 for 271 yards and two TDs without a turnover vs. Rhode Island.
The Wolf Pack, who were predicted in the preseason media poll to finish last in the 12-team Mountain West Conference under new coach Jeff Choate, play their final nonconference game. Their first three contests were decided by a total of 10 points (losses to SMU and Georgia Southern and win against Troy). 

    


KEY MATCHUP
Nevada DE Henry Ikahihifo vs. Minnesota OL. Ikahihifo, a sixth-year player who had to sit out last season due to the NCAA's two-time transfer rules, started his career as a tight end for Nevada in 2019. He spent two years with California before returning to the field this year. He's tied for the team lead with 31/2 tackles for loss. The Gophers have an NFL prospect at LT in Aireontae Ersery, but they had enough struggles at RT to move sixth-year player Quinn Carroll from RG back to his original RT position against Rhode Island. After giving up five sacks to North Carolina in the opener, the Gophers only allowed Brosmer to be sacked once last week.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Nevada: QB Brendon Lewis. The fifth-year player, who transferred last season from Colorado, is 54 for 81 (66.7%) for 561 yards and five TDs with no interceptions and two sacks through three games. He also has 208 rushing yards. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Minnesota: RB Darius Taylor. After being held out of the season-opening loss to North Carolina with a leg injury, the sophomore rushed 14 times for 64 yards and a TD and had career highs of four receptions for 48 yards against Rhode Island.

    


FACTS AND FIGURES
Nevada is 2-5 all-time against teams in the Big Ten, with its most recent meeting a 27-0 loss at Iowa in 2022. The Wolf Pack beat Purdue 34-31 in 2019 and Northwestern 31-21 in 2006. ... Nevada is 11 for 11 this season in scoring on possessions that reach inside the 20-yard line, with nine of those red-zone trips resulting in a TD. ... The Wolf Pack had West Virginia transfer Cortez Braham Jr. (110 yards on nine catches) and Tarleton State transfer Jaden Smith (103 yards on four catches) hit triple-digit yardage against Georgia Southern last week, the first time they've had two 100-yard receivers in a game since 2021. ... Minnesota is 14-3 all-time against teams currently in the Mountain West Conference, with 11 consecutive wins. The last loss (17-3) came at Hawaii on Aug. 30, 1997. ... Minnesota is one of 20 teams in the FBS that have yet to allow a passing TD. The Gophers have four interceptions, a pace that would double their 2023 total of 12.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football.
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            Alabama wide receiver Ryan Williams (2) reacts after his touchdown against South Florida during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Alabama running back Jam Miller (26) runs the ball during the second half of an NCAA college football game against South Florida, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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            Wisconsin quarterback Tyler Van Dyke (10) passes against South Dakota during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Andy Manis)
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            Wisconsin offensive lineman Joe Huber (60) congratulates running back Chez Mellusi on a touchdown against South Dakota during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Madison, Wis. (AP Photo/Andy Manis)
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                                        No. 4 Alabama (2-0) at Wisconsin (2-0), Saturday, noon EST (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Alabama by 16 1/2.
Series record: Tied 1-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Wisconsin is seeking its first 3-0 start since 2019. If Wisconsin pulls the upset, Alabama would be the highest-ranked Southeastern Conference team that any Big Ten program has ever defeated in the regular season. The Badgers also are aiming for their first win over a top-five opponent since beating No. 5 LSU 16-14 at Lambeau Field to kick off the 2016 season. Alabama looks to improve to 16-1 in its last 17 road openers. Its only road-opening loss during that stretch came at Mississippi in 2014.
KEY MATCHUP
Alabama WR Ryan Williams vs. Wisconsin CB Ricardo Hallman: We're working on the assumption these guys will be lining up against each other for at least part of the day. Williams was the nation's No. 4 overall prospect in his class according to composite rankings of recruiting sites compiled by 247Sports, and the freshman has opened his career by catching six passes for 207 yards and three touchdowns in his first two games. Hallman intercepted seven passes last season to tie Notre Dame's Xavier Watts for the lead among all Football Bowl Subdivision players.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Alabama: QB Jalen Milroe has accounted for nine total touchdowns in the first two games (five passing and four rushing). Milroe, who finished sixth in last year's Heisman Trophy balloting, has completed 65.7% of his passes for 394 yards without an interception. His four touchdown runs are the most for any FBS quarterback.




Wisconsin: S Hunter Wohler has a team-high 15 tackles to go along with two pass breakups. His 10 solo tackles put him in a tie for second place in the Big Ten. Wohler led the Badgers with 120 tackles last season.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This is Alabama's first true road game against a team from north of the Mason-Dixon Line since a 2011 victory at Penn State. .... This marks Alabama's first visit to Camp Randall Stadium since 1928, when the Badgers beat the Crimson Tide 15-0. The only other matchup between these teams came in 2015, when Derrick Henry rushed for 147 yards and three touchdowns in Alabama's 35-17 victory at Arlington, Texas. ... Wisconsin will be honoring 1999 Heisman Trophy winner Ron Dayne during Saturday's game. ... This marks the second time Wisconsin's Luke Fickell has coached against Alabama. His Cincinnati team lost 27-6 to the Crimson Tide in a 2021 College Football Playoff semifinal. ... Alabama's Kalen DeBoer has never faced Wisconsin during his head coaching career. ... Alabama co-defensive coordinator and defensive backs coach Colin Hitschler was Wisconsin's co-defensive coordinator and safeties coach last year. ... Wisconsin is 2-11 in its last 13 games against teams in the Associated Press Top 25, including an 0-2 mark under Fickell. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Los Angeles Chargers running back J.K. Dobbins, right, runs against Las Vegas Raiders safety Marcus Epps, left, and cornerback Nate Hobbs during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Los Angeles Chargers defensive tackle Scott Matlock walks off the field after the Chargers defeated the Las Vegas Raiders in an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)
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            Las Vegas Raiders wide receiver Jakobi Meyers (16) cannot catch a pass in the end zone against Los Angeles Chargers cornerback Asante Samuel Jr. (26) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez)
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- Justin Herbert and the Los Angeles Chargers are looking to build on the momentum of a solid Week 1 win, while embattled second-year quarterback Bryce Young and the Carolina Panthers will try to pick themselves off the mat following a history-making defeat.
The Chargers beat the Las Vegas Raiders 22-10 behind a strong performance from new running back J.K. Dobbins, who ran for 135 yards and a touchdown on 10 carries.
But coach Jim Harbaugh said he believes this will be a telling week for his team as it heads East for a 1 p.m. EDT game.
"I've always thought that over the course of the season, this is the one week where you have a chance to make the most amount of progress because you've already done it," Harbaugh said. "You know what you did good and things you can improve on. You go in and attack those and see how it works. And you know 'hey, I like this, not this' and do it again."

    


Harbaugh is 14-6 (13-3 college, 1-3 NFL) in second games of his coaching career. He was 2-0 only once at San Francisco.
"To win and still have stuff to work on, that's encouraging for everyone," Harbaugh said. "There's more meat on the bone."




The Panthers have a monumental bone to chew on.
Carolina's 37-point loss to the New Orleans Saints was its worst season-opening defeat in the franchise's 30-year history.
Young struggled with his accuracy, completing 13 of 30 passes with two interceptions. The No. 1 pick in the 2023 NFL draft is now 2-15 as a starter with more career interceptions (12) than touchdown passes (11).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Carolina's defense didn't do anything to help, allowing the Saints to score on their first nine possessions.
"My responsibility as the head coach is to say, OK, let's look at all the processes," said Panthers rookie head coach Dave Canales. "It starts with me, it starts with the process and it starts with us combing through all of it to see."

    


Growing pains
Herbert and the Chargers' passing game are looking to make noticeable strides after struggling to find any consistency last week. Herbert was 2 of 6 for 38 yards on passes of 10 yards or more in the air.
Besides not taking any snaps in a preseason game and missing two weeks of training camp with a foot injury, Herbert has a young and unproven receiving unit. Rookie Ladd McConkey led the way with five catches for 39 yards and a touchdown.
"There's a lot of room for improvement. That's stuff that we're addressing and we're definitely going to be better. As an offense, we need to move the ball better in all phases," said Herbert, who has thrown at least two touchdown passes in seven straight games against an NFC opponent.
Mack's momentum
After having 1 1/2 sacks and a pass deflection to set up a game-clinching interception last week, Khalil Mack could be in line for another big game.
Mack will be lined up mostly against Carolina left tackle Ickey Ekwonu, who struggled last week against New Orleans' Chase Young. According to the NFL's Next Gen Stats, Ekwonu gave up six pass pressures in the 20 snaps where he was lined up against Young. Meanwhile, Mack had four pressures last week against the Raiders.

    


Going back to last season, Mack has a sack in three straight games.
The Panthers have allowed 69 sacks over their past 18 games, including four against the Saints.
Replacing Brown
The Panthers have a gigantic task ahead in figuring out how to replace Pro Bowl defensive end Derrick Brown, who set an NFL single-season record last year for tackles by a lineman with 103.
Brown tore the meniscus in his knee in Week 1 and will miss the remainder of the season.
The Panthers are expected to fill Brown's role on a by-committee basis. DeShawn Williams, who started 10 games last season for Carolina and was recently cut by the Buffalo Bills, was signed earlier this week to the practice squad and could be active on Sunday.
Canales didn't downplay Brown's loss, saying. "He's one of our best players. That's big shoes to fill."
Getting Diontae Johnson involved
Young said he will be doing everything he can to get wide receiver Diontae Johnson more involved in the passing game this week. Johnson, who is viewed as Carolina's primary receiver, was targeted six times and had only two receptions for 19 yards in Week 1.

    


Johnson was the target on Young's first throw of the game against the Saints that was intercepted.
Turning it over
Canales harped all offseason about the defense needing to force turnovers, but the Panthers were a minus-2 in the takeaway-giveaway battle.
"Let's hone in on these focuses," Canales said. "We've been crazy about the ball. We're going to take it up another notch. We're going to make sure that we emphasize it more in our meetings."
___
AP Sports Writer Joe Reedy contributed to this report.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/chargers-panthers-preview-d06bdb99e67ac200820050e63419b08c
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                                        Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy knows his team was fortunate to beat visiting Arkansas after trailing 21-7 at halftime. The 13th-ranked Cowboys turned things around after that and won 39-31 in two overtimes.
"They did a better job of preparing during the week which allowed them to have free access to us for a quarter and a half," Gundy said. "Then we did a good job in the second half. We made really good adjustments, players didn't flinch, coordinators called good plays in the second half and we were fortunate to get out of there with a win."
Gundy's 13th-ranked Cowboys (2-0) travel 72 miles to visit in-state rival Tulsa (1-1) on Saturday as they gear up for a Big 12 Conference showdown against No. 12 Utah on Sept. 21 in Stillwater. 
Tulsa is also coming off a subpar performance. The Golden Hurricane led Arkansas State 17-7 at halftime but was outscored 21-7 in the second half and lost 28-24. Tulsa coach Kevin Wilson called it a game his team "should have won."

    


"We gifted 25 points and lose by four," he said.
Mistakes proved costly for Tulsa, which fumbled a ball out of the end zone, gave up a punt return for a touchdown and dropped a third-down pass to end a fourth-quarter drive. A personal foul penalty against Tulsa on Arkansas State's last possession cost the Golden Hurricane a final drive.




"For sure disappointed that we didn't get the victory," Wilson said. "Did some good things, did some poor things. Too many missed tackles on defense ... we played hard on defense. Offensively, a decent start, but a very very poor second half."
Silver lining

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Oklahoma State's biggest play of the young season -- a 73-yard interception return for a touchdown by Kale Smith to get the Cowboys on the scoreboard against Arkansas -- also may have been the team's costliest. All-Big 12 linebacker Collin Oliver was injured on the play and will likely miss the rest of the season.

    


Obi Ezeigbo, a D-II transfer from Gannon University, stepped in for Oliver and recorded nine tackles, two sacks, 3.5 tackles for loss and a quarterback hurry. He was named Big 12 Conference Newcomer of the Week for his performance.
"We don't really know how good a young man can play until he gets in there," Gundy said. "He's got a lot of work ahead of him and I'm certainly glad we have him. He played better than I thought he would have."
Running on empty
Oklahoma State running back Ollie Gordon never got going against Arkansas' big defensive front and finished with 49 yards on 17 carries, just a 2.9-yard average per attempt. Gordon, considered a Heisman Trophy candidate before the season, will try to get back on track against Tulsa. The Golden Hurricane limited Arkansas State to 141 yards on 43 carries.
Brotherly love
For the first time in their careers, Tulsa wide receiver Braylin Presley and Oklahoma State wide receiver Brennan Presley will face each other as members of different teams. 
The brothers played together at Bixby High School, a Tulsa suburb. Braylin Presley, a junior, started his career at Oklahoma State before transferring to Tulsa and is in his second season with the Golden Hurricane. 

    


Brennan Presley, a senior, was a preseason All-Big 12 pick after catching 101 passes for 991 yards and six scores last season.
State of play
Tulsa and Oklahoma State have been playing football since 1914. The Cowboys own a 44-27-5 advantage and the Golden Hurricane haven't won since 1998, a span of nine games. Cowboys coach Mike Gundy is 6-0 vs. Tulsa. 
Saturday marks the first year of an eight-year scheduling agreement between the teams, which will meet annually from 2024 to 2031. 
Quotable
Wilson, a former Oklahoma assistant, on Oklahoma State's fan base in Tulsa: "When you live in Tulsa now, there's a lot more Cowboys in town then there was when I was down in (Oklahoma City). ... Up here it's kind of a 50-50 deal. A lot of prideful fans, a great school and a great challenge."
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Alabama running back Jam Miller (26) runs the ball for a 56-yard touchdown against South Florida during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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            Alabama wide receiver Kobe Prentice (6) scores a touchdown on a 16-yard pass play against South Florida during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Tuscaloosa, Ala. (AP Photo/Vasha Hunt)
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                                        MADISON, Wis. (AP) -- Alabama believes it has learned from its unexpectedly close call as it prepares to make a rare trip north.
The fourth-ranked Crimson Tide's visit to Wisconsin on Saturday marks the first time they've played a true road game against a school from north of the Mason-Dixon Line since a 27-11 victory at Penn State in 2011. Alabama's only previous trip to Camp Randall Stadium was a 15-0 loss to Wisconsin way back in 1928.
Alabama (2-0) is coming off a 42-16 victory over South Florida that was much closer than the score indicated. The Tide committed 13 penalties, posted a negative-3 turnover margin and were clinging to a 21-16 lead before scoring three touchdowns in the last six minutes.
"It's something to learn from, though," Alabama safety Malachi Moore said. "It makes us lock in a little more to the details and know that the 'A' on our chest is just not enough to show. We have to go out there and bring our 'A' game. We're everybody's Super Bowl and we know that, so we have to prepare like that each and every week."

    


For both teams, Saturday's game represents an opportunity to measure their progress before starting their conference schedules with demanding matchups. Alabama hosts No. 1 Georgia to kick off its Southeastern Conference slate on Sept. 28, the same day Wisconsin (2-0) opens Big Ten play by visiting No. 11 Southern California.




This also gives Wisconsin a chance to make a statement that it's reasserted itself as a program after going 7-6 each of the last two seasons. Wisconsin is a 161/2-point underdog, according to BetMGM Sportsbook. The Badgers haven't been that big of a home underdog since at least 2005, which is as far back as BetMGM's data goes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wisconsin faces the challenge of slowing down Alabama's Jalen Milroe, who has accounted for nine touchdowns (five passing, four rushing) already this season. Alabama also has one of the nation's most dynamic freshmen in Ryan Williams, who has six catches for 207 yards and three touchdowns.

    


The Badgers will need to step up their game after delivering relatively lackluster performances in beating Western Michigan 28-14 and South Dakota 27-13 the last two weeks.
"This is why we come to Wisconsin," Wisconsin safety Hunter Wohler said. "This is why a lot of guys are here -- to play on big stages, in big-time games."
Missing linebackers
Both teams will be missing a linebacker for the first half of Saturday's game.
Alabama's Justin Jefferson and Wisconsin's Jake Chaney each got targeting penalties in the second half of their games last week. That means neither of them can play until the second half of this game.
Injury issues
Alabama's offensive line committed nine penalties against South Florida, with holding calls negating two touchdowns. Left tackle Kadyn Proctor's status is uncertain after missing the first two games with a left shoulder injury. Elijah Pritchett was held out most of the way in the last game with an injury.
Wisconsin coach Luke Fickell said he was "hopeful" but wasn't definitive about the likelihood of running back Tawee Walker and cornerback Xavier Lucas playing. Walker missed the South Dakota game with a leg injury, while Lucas left the game early.

    


Familiar foes
Alabama coach Kalen DeBoer's new staff includes co-defensive coordinator and defensive backs coach Colin Hitschler, who worked as Wisconsin's co-defensive coordinator and safeties coach last year.
Wisconsin linebacker Jaheim Thomas is an Arkansas transfer who played against Alabama last season. Arkansas gave Alabama a challenge before falling 24-21.
Rare opportunity
This is the fourth time ever -- and first time in 35 years -- that Wisconsin has played a nonconference home game against a top-10 opponent.
Wisconsin won 21-20 over No. 4 Nebraska in 1974, back when the Cornhuskers played in the Big Eight. The Badgers lost 31-13 to No. 9 UCLA in 1981, when the Bruins were part of the Pac-10. The other instance was a 51-3 loss to No. 3 Miami during the Hurricanes' 1989 national championship season.
Fast finishers
Alabama outscored USF 28-3 in the fourth quarter last week, while Wisconsin has outscored its first two opponents 22-7 in the final period.

    


If Wisconsin can stay close heading into the fourth quarter, the Badgers will need to keep Milroe on the sidelines by relying on the same formula that worked for them the last two weeks. In each of the Badgers' first two games, their offense has been on the field for over 10 minutes in the fourth quarter.
___
AP Sports Writer John Zenor contributed to this report.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        NORMAN, Okla. (AP) -- Oklahoma coach Brent Venables opened his weekly media session by rattling off several of Tulane's accomplishments over the past few years.
Among them was the Green Wave's 10-game road win streak -- the third best active run in the country behind Georgia and Michigan -- and their 24-6 record over the past two seasons.
He stayed on the most recent achievements the longest --- the Green Wave outgained Kansas State by 95 yards last week and led the 17th-ranked Wildcats 20-10 at halftime before losing 34-27 in New Orleans.
Venables considers the fact that the Green Wave play in the American Athletic Conference irrelevant. What matters to him is that Tulane beat Southern California in the Cotton Bowl two seasons ago, went 11-3 last season and already has shown itself capable against a ranked opponent this season.
The 15th-ranked Sooners (2-0) are next up for the Green Wave (1-1) on Saturday.

    


"We've got to put together a great game plan, and our guys will be excited to play, and it will be a great challenge for us," Venables said.
Tulane running back Makhi Hughes has been a key piece of an offense that averages 481 yards per game. He ran for 128 yards and a touchdown against Kansas State. Last season, he rushed for 1,378 yards and seven touchdowns and was the American Athletic Conference's Rookie of the Year. 




While Tulane's offense has been strong, Oklahoma's has sputtered a bit with first-year starting quarterback Jackson Arnold. The Sooners gained just 249 yards as they squeaked out a 16-12 win over Houston last Saturday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Venables said Arnold is going through growing pains behind an offensive line that is dealing with numerous injuries.
"He's a mature, tough guy, and so he's handled all of it really well," Venables said. "Again, has had great self-awareness and has taken ownership where he's needed to, and that's allowed him to take the next step as far as his progression and development."

    


Help could be on the way for Arnold. Oklahoma's top returning receiver, Nic Anderson, has not played this season while recovering from an undisclosed injury. Venables said during the SEC teleconference that the 6-foot-4 sophomore could return on Saturday after practicing during the week. Anderson had 38 catches for 798 yards and 10 touchdowns last season.
Stormy weather
Tulane once again found itself trying to dodge bad weather before playing Oklahoma.
In 2021, the game scheduled to be played in New Orleans was moved to Norman because of Hurricane Ida.
This time, tropical storm Francine is forcing changes in plans. The Green Wave don't have an indoor practice facility, but the New Orleans Saints accommodated them on Tuesday so they could get work in. 
That was just one of several adjustments Tulane had to make.
"Practice isn't the number one focus," Tulane coach Jon Sumrall said. "Health and safety is."
Familiar face
Former Oklahoma receiver Mario Williams will play his former team for the first time.
Williams left the Sooners for Southern California, then transferred to Tulane. He said he still has several close friends at Oklahoma and looks forward to facing them.

    


"I'm definitely not worried about the environment or going back there or trying to do do more or do less, you know?" he said. "I'm just trying to be me and go out there and have fun."
Talented replacement
Longtime Tulane quarterback Michael Pratt is now on the Tampa Bay Buccaneers practice squad, and Darian Mensah has stepped in and been a playmaker. 
He passed for 342 yards and two touchdowns against Kansas State, but he had two key turnovers in the fourth quarter, including a fumble that was returned for a touchdown and an interception that ended the Green Wave's final threat.
"He's got to know when the journey is over," Sumrall said. "You know, like, hey, sometimes the show's over. Just go down or get it out. And we learned the hard way in a couple of those."
Turning them over
Oklahoma is tied for the national lead with eight forced turnovers and leads the nation in turnover margin at plus 7.
"They attack the ball and the ball carrier," Sumrall said. "They swarm, they run with great energy to the football and they got guys that can make plays. And like I said, they put you in binds with what they do schematically."

    


Close call
In 2021, Oklahoma was heavily favored, but the Green Wave had the ball near midfield in the closing minutes before losing 40-35 to the second-ranked Sooners in Norman.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        ZHUHAI, China (AP) -- Canada and Germany remained unbeaten in the group stage of the Davis Cup Finals after each winning their second straight match on Thursday.
Canada raced into an unassailable 2-0 lead against Finland in Manchester, England, and Germany swept aside Chile 3-0 in China.
Denis Shapovalov beat Eero Vasa 7-6 (2), 6-2 and Felix Auger-Aliassime followed up with a 6-2, 6-3 win over Otto Virtanen for the 2022 Davis Cup champions.
There was an element of revenge after Canada lost to Finland in last year's quarterfinals.
"Everybody's in good spirits, so it's very good," Auger-Aliassime said. "Any motivation is good, but I think it's a different year, a different time, and (last year's loss) was behind us. This year we have a full team and everybody's playing better than last year. Everybody's improved."
On an indoor hard court in Zhuhai, Germany's Maximilian Marterer beat Tomas Barrios Vera 6-1, 6-3, then Yannick Hanfmann defeated Alejandro Tabilo 7-5, 6-4 to clinch the tie. Kevin Krawietz and Tim Puetz, who have lost only one cup match, beat Barrios Vera and Matias Soto 6-1, 6-3. In no match was Germany broken.

    


Germany has never lost to Chile, which didn't use an ill Nicolas Jarry.




The Germans, after also beating Slovakia 3-0, lead Group C, followed by the United States, Slovakia and Chile. The next tie is U.S. vs. Slovakia on Friday.
Four groups of teams are playing in four cities this week to qualify for the eight-team Finals in Malaga, Spain, in November. The top two countries in each four-team group advance.
Also Thursday, the Netherlands and Brazil are vying for their first wins in Group A when they play at Bologna, Italy. Last year's runner-up Australia will try to go 2-0 when it takes on the Czech Republic in Valencia, Spain.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                                        No. 1 Georgia (2-0) at Kentucky (1-1, 0-1 SEC), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Georgia by 241/2.
Series: Georgia leads, 63-12-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE
Georgia opens Southeastern Conference play looking to tie South Carolina atop the standings and win its 15th straight against Kentucky. The Wildcats aim to avoid a 0-2 SEC start after losing 31-6 to South Carolina in an effort that was flat in all aspects.
KEY MATCHUP
Georgia's scoring defense is tied for fourth in FBS with just two second-half field goals allowed to Clemson and Tennessee Tech, the second coming on the game's final play. The Bulldogs will face a Kentucky offense hungry to rebound from gaining just 183 yards and kicking two field goals against South Carolina, the first time since December 2022 it hasn't scored a touchdown. The Wildcats yielded five sacks to the Gamecocks and must shut down a pass rush that has registered five through two games.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Georgia quarterback Carson Beck is 15-1 as the starter and is coming off a career-best five-touchdown passing performance against Tennessee Tech. The senior is 53 yards away from 5,000 career and has completed 72% of his passes for 520 yards and seven TDs this season.




Kentucky linebacker Jamon Dumas-Johnson transferred from Georgia last winter after earning an Associated Press second team All-American selection in 2022. He recorded 126 tackles and 9.5 sacks over three seasons with the Bulldogs and has six stops (1.5 for loss) so far with the Wildcats. Dumas-Johnson intercepted a pass in the season opener against Southern Miss.
FACTS AND FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Georgia RB Trevor Etienne rushed five times for 78 yards in his debut after transferring from Florida. ... The Bulldogs have a SEC-record 27 consecutive regular season wins. ... Fifteen Georgia receivers caught passes last week against TTU. ... Arian Smith (129 yards), TE Lawson Luckie (80), Dillon Bell (78) and Dominic Lovett (66) each has one TD to lead the receivers corps. ... Kentucky starting quarterback Brock Vandagriff transferred from Georgia after backing up Stetson Bennett through two national title runs and Carson Beck last season. ... The Wildcats face Georgia as the No. 1 team for the fourth consecutive season. ... Kentucky's Barion Brown needs three catches to become the school's 20th receiver with 100 career. He had caught one in 27 consecutive games before the streak ended against South Carolina. ___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        Virginia Tech (1-1) at Old Dominion (0-2), Saturday, 6 p.m. ET (ESPN+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Virginia Tech by 14.
Series record: Virginia Tech leads 3-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Virginia Tech, which pulled away late to beat Marshall 31-14 last week, is looking for a second consecutive win over Old Dominion after knocking off the Monarchs in Blacksburg last season. The Hokies are hoping for a faster start after struggling on offense in the first half of both their games so far this season, including a 1-for-9 performance on third downs in the first half against the Herd. Old Dominion fell to South Carolina 23-19 in the season opener and 20-14 to East Carolina. The Monarchs have beaten the Hokies twice in Norfolk (2018 and 2022) and hope to continue that trend after two close losses.
KEY MATCHUP
Old Dominion's run defense has been vulnerable over its first two games, including allowing East Carolina running back Rahjai Harris to go for 132 yards and a pair of touchdowns. South Carolina running back Raheim Sanders scored once and ran for 88 yards. The performances continue a dubious trend for the Monarchs, who struggled against the rush a year ago in allowing an average 178.5 rushing yards per game. The matchup against that run defense offers an opportunity for Virginia Tech's Bhayshul Tuten, who rushed for 120 yards on 22 carries and scored a touchdown against Marshall.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Virginia Tech: Tuten, who has scored a rushing touchdown in each of the first two games and is averaging 5 yards per carry. He also is a factor in the passing game, having caught 10 passes already this season, including one for a touchdown.




Old Dominion: S Jahron Manning, who had the first two interceptions of his career in the loss to East Carolina, leading a performance in which Old Dominion tied its single-game record with four interceptions. Manning had a career-high 10 tackles as well, and he ranks third on the team with 17 tackles, including 1.5 for a loss.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Old Dominion QB Grant Wilson was injured on the last play of the game against East Carolina and his status was unknown for Saturday. Old Dominion LB Jason Henderson missed the East Carolina game with an injury and his status also is unknown ... Fourteen of Old Dominion's past 16 games have been decided by a touchdown or less ... Old Dominion's 57 newcomers are the 15th most nationally ... Old Dominion coach Ricky Raine is 15-25 in his four-plus seasons and has yet to register a winning season ... Rahne and Virginia Tech coach Brent Pry coached together at both Penn State and Vanderbilt ... Pry is 3-10 on the road as Virginia Tech's head coach and 11-15 overall ... Virginia Tech cornerback Mansoor Delane had an interception against Marshall and allowed just one catch on eight targets. He also finished with two of the Hokies' 12 pass breakups.
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                    Real Madrid's Kylian Mbappe warms up for the Spanish La Liga soccer match between Real Madrid and Betis at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Pablo Garcia)
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                                        The French league's legal commission has ordered Paris Saint-Germain to pay Kylian Mbappe the 55 million euros ($61 million) in unpaid wages that he claims he's entitled to, the league said Thursday.
The league confirmed the decision to The Associated Press without more details, a day after the France superstar rejected a mediation offer by the commission in his dispute with his former club.
PSG officials and Mbappe's representatives met in Paris on Wednesday after Mbappe asked the commission to get involved. Mbappe joined Real Madrid this summer on a free transfer.
After the meeting, Mbappe's representatives told the AP that the France striker had asked the commission to take note of the non-payment of three months' salary and the last third of a loyalty bonus.
PSG does not intend to pay and announced that it will take further legal action.

    


"In light of the limitations of the commission's legal scope to take a complete decision on this matter, the matter must now be contested in another legal forum, to which Paris Saint-Germain is delighted to present all the facts over the coming months and year," the club said in a message to the AP.




PSG has argued that it does not owe money to the World Cup winner under an agreement when Mbappe was sidelined ahead of the 2023-24 season -- following his decision not to prolong his contract with the club -- with the player allegedly stipulating that he would relinquish bonuses over his reintegration into the team.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"As a matter of law and fact, the player has made clear, repeated public and private commitments that must be respected, having been afforded unprecedented benefits by the club over seven years in Paris," PSG said after the league's announcement. "And the club looks forward to these being upheld in the proper forum, if the player seeks to pursue this incomprehensibly reputationally damaging matter further, in due course."

    


Mbappe's relationship with PSG ended amid deep tensions during his final season at the club.
PSG felt let down by Mbappe after offering him the most lucrative contract in the club's history when he signed a new contract in 2022. But Mbappe was frustrated because he felt promises to sign key players were not kept. When he signed the new deal, he was paraded in front of fans holding up a jersey with 2025 on it. Mbappe was reportedly annoyed about this because the contract was until 2024 with the option for an extra season.
Mbappe stunned PSG in June last year by informing the club he would not take the option for an extra year. With his contract effectively into its final year, it put PSG in the position of needing to sell Mbappe to avoid losing him for free when the contract expired.
His PSG career could have ended in the summer of 2023 amid a tense transfer standoff. After telling the club he would not extend his contract for an extra year, Mbappe was left off a preseason tour to Japan and South Korea and forced to train with fringe players. PSG said it would rather sell him than let the player leave for free in 2024, but he rejected a 300 million euro move to Saudi team Al-Hilal.
PSG left Mbappe out of the team's opening league game of that season as the standoff continued but eventually let him return to the lineup after "constructive and positive talks" between the two parties, PSG said at the time.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        No. 5 Mississippi (2-0) at Wake Forest (1-1), Saturday, 6:30 p.m. ET (The CW)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ole Miss by 23 1/2.
Series record: Wake Forest leads 2-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Rebels have beaten up on Furman and Middle Tennessee by a combined 128-3. This will undoubtedly be the best competition they've faced yet so it's at least a better barometer heading toward Southeastern Conference games. Wake Forest is coming off a home loss to Virginia in which the Demon Deacons blew a 30-17 fourth-quarter lead. They're chasing the program's second win against a top-five opponent.
KEY MATCHUP
QB Jaxson Dart, wide receiver Tre Harris and the Ole Miss passing game against a Wake Forest defense that just gave up 357 yards passing to Virginia's Anthony Colandrea. Dart set a Southeastern Conference single-game record by completing his first 24 passes against Middle Tennessee, along with the longest overall completion streak of 30 games going back to the opener. He has completed a whopping 87% of his passes. Wake Forest coach Dave Clawson lamented some missed coverages in the last game that wouldn't bode well in this one. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Wake Forest: RB Demond Claiborne. He's been strong out of the gate in his third college season. Claiborne ran for 135 yards and a touchdown in the season-opening win against North Carolina A&T. He ran 21 times for 86 yards and two scores in last weekend's loss to Virginia, showing quality burst when it comes to accelerating through a lane.




Ole Miss: RB Henry Parrish Jr. has started his return to the Rebels strongly. Parrish ran for 165 yards and four touchdowns, both career highs, against Middle Tennessee. He began his career at Ole Miss and then led Miami in rushing the past two seasons before returning with the Rebels having to replace Quinshon Judkins. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wake Forest swept a home-and-home series in the only two meetings. ... The school lists only one win against a top-five opponent in its record book: a 19-6 road win against No. 4 Tennessee on Oct. 26, 1946. ... Wake Forest was picked to finish 15th in the expanded 17-team Atlantic Coast Conference. ... Wake Forest quarterback Hank Bachmeier threw for 403 yards in his first start with the Demon Deacons. The former Boise State and Louisiana Tech quarterback took over in the opener for Michael Kern and played much of the way.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        WINSTON SALEM, N.C. (AP) -- Things have come almost too easily to Jaxson Dart and Mississippi in the first two games.
They've scored 128 points and allowed three. Dart set Southeastern Conference records for consecutive completions in a game (24) and overall (30). The defense has been similarly dominant.
But the competition has hardly supplied the best proving ground.
Now, Dart and the fifth-ranked Rebels (2-0) hit the road for the first time against the ACC's Wake Forest (1-1) and at last face another power conference team even if they are 22 1/2-point favorites. The 125-point combined margin equals the second-highest for an SEC team through two games.
"They've done a lot of really good things, but the challenges will get harder, the opponent will get harder," Ole Miss coach Lane Kiffin said. "We've just got to continue to push on."

    


The Demon Deacons are seeking only the second win over a Top-5 team in program history. They're coming off a 31-30 loss to Virginia after blowing a 13-point lead in the fourth quarter.
"Our guys were playing really hard," Wake Forest coach Dave Clawson said. "I think we blew two coverages. And that's 14 points right there."




Throwing Dart
Dart has nearly as many touchdowns (six) as incompletions (seven) in leading an offense that tops the nation in scoring, total yards and passing yards. He'll face a defense that surrendered 357 yards and three scores through the air to Virginia's Anthony Colandrea.
Wake Forest QB watch

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Former Boise State and Louisiana Tech quarterback Hank Bachmeier didn't win the preseason battle with Michael Kern to start on opening night, but he took over during the season-opening win against North Carolina A&T and then went the distance in the Virginia loss.
Bachmeier showed an ability and willingness to push the ball downfield and attack coverages, throwing for 403 yards and a touchdown despite being sacked six times and taking plenty of hits (he ran 13 times).

    


"This will be the best passing team by far that we've played," Kiffin said.
Brief history
Wake Forest has won the only two meetings, sweeping a home-and-home series in 2006 and 2008. Winning the third would be even bigger considering the school lists only one win against a top-5 opponent in its record book: a 19-6 road victory against No. 4 Tennessee on Oct. 26, 1946.
Top runners
Ole Miss running back Henry Parrish Jr. has so far done a nice job in replacing Quinshon Judkins, now at Ohio State. The Miami transfer, who started his career with the Rebels, ran for career-highs of 165 yards and four touchdowns against Middle Tennessee.
Wake Forest's defense did a much better job against the run last week, holding Virginia to 73 yards on the ground.
The Demon Deacons' Demond Claiborne ran for 135 yards and a touchdown in the season-opening win against North Carolina A&T. He ran 21 times for 86 yards and two scores in the loss to Virginia. Claiborne faces a defense that has allowed only 55 rushing yards through two games.
Air Jordan
Ole Miss receiver Jordan Watkins made his season debut with one catch for 28 yards against Middle Tennessee. Watkins, who had 53 catches for 741 yards last season, missed the opener with a hamstring injury. He also had a key block on a Parrish touchdown run and his importance to the offense goes beyond the stat sheet.

    


"It's like having another quarterback on the field," fellow receiver Tre Harris said. "He's constantly getting guys lined up. He's constantly telling guys what the play is."
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Indiana head coach Curt Cignetti, center, watches the first half of an NCAA college football game against Florida International, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Bloomington, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Indiana wide receiver Omar Cooper Jr. (3) is tackled by Florida International defensive back Hezekiah Masses (12) during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Bloomington, Ind. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            FILE - UCLA head coach DeShaun Foster talks with reporters during an NCAA college football news conference at the Big Ten Conference media days at Lucas Oil Stadium, July 24, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Doug McSchooler, File)
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                                        Indiana (2-0) at UCLA (1-0), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (NBC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Indiana by 3.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Big Ten kicks off a new era as a nationwide 18-team conference when the Bruins welcome the Hoosiers. UCLA had a week off after a 16-13 escape at Hawaii on Aug. 31 and will be looking to show significant improvement from coach DeShaun Foster's debut. Indiana hits the road for the first time after taking care of business through two games under new coach Curt Cignetti, pummeling Western Illinois 77-3 on Friday. The Hoosiers have only produced eight 3-0 starts over the last 30 seasons and only won their Big Ten opener five times since 1994. 
KEY MATCHUP
UCLA QB Ethan Garbers vs. Indiana's secondary. Garbers, a fifth-year senior, was flat out bad in the first half in Honolulu and improved just enough for the Bruins to eke out the win. He was 19-of-38 passing for 272 yards, one touchdown and two interceptions. The Hoosiers haven't been tested by anything resembling a quality passing game yet, so how they handle the step up in difficulty is a big unknown. Safety DJ Warnell Jr., who started his college career at UCLA before going to Arizona, has one of Indiana's three interceptions this season. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Indiana: DE Mikail Kamara has three sacks in two games. The fifth-year junior, one of 13 transfers who followed Cignetti from James Madison to Indiana, has a tackle for loss in 23 of 25 career games and will try to add to his total against a Bruins offensive line that gave up six negative plays to Hawaii.




UCLA: S Ramon Henderson did it all in his Bruins debut, making three tackles, one sack and one interception against the Rainbow Warriors. The fifth-year senior made five starts at Notre Dame before transferring in search of more playing time.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Indiana is making its first visit to the Rose Bowl since Jan. 1, 1968, when the Hoosiers lost to national champions Southern California. ... The Hoosiers scored a team-record 77 points against Western Illinois. The previous mark came in a 76-0 win over Franklin College in 1901. They also topped 700 total yards for the first time in school history ... The Bruins gave up 1.8 yards per carry to Hawaii, including yardage lost on the five sacks the defense came up with. It was the seventh time in their last 14 games allowing under 2 yards per attempt.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    FILE - Hugo Mallo of Brazil's Internacional battles for the ball during a Copa Libertadores semifinal second leg soccer match at Beira Rio stadium in Porto Alegre, Brazil, Wednesday, Oct. 4, 2023. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- Spanish soccer player Hugo Mallo has been convicted of sexual abuse for inappropriately touching a mascot before a La Liga game in 2019, court officials said on Thursday.
The former Celta Vigo player inappropriately touched the breasts of the woman who was wearing Espanyol's parakeet costume while players lined up to salute each other before kickoff.
A judge fined Mallo 6,000 euros ($6,600) and ordered him to pay 1,000 euros ($1,100) in damages to the victim.
The 33-year-old Mallo reiterated his innocence and said he planned to appeal the sentencing. Mallo posted a video of the incident on Instagram. 
"I continue to categorically deny the facts attributed to me in the ruling," he said. "I acknowledged that while turning around after the greetings that my hand could have touched the waist of the parakeet, but I absolutely denied that it touched the parakeet's breasts."

    


The case was initially dismissed but that decision was overturned on appeal. At the time, Mallo posted a statement on Instagram calling for "respect" and pointing out that neither Celta nor Espanyol found evidence of wrongdoing.
Mallo will also have to pay for the legal costs of the proceedings. 
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Auburn quarterback Payton Thorne looks to throw a pass during the second half of an NCAA college football game against California, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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                                        New Mexico (0-2) at Auburn (1-1), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Auburn by 28.
Series record: First meeting.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Auburn desperately wants to rebound strongly from a mistake-filled loss to California. It raised questions about the job security for quarterback Payton Thorne, who was intercepted four times in that game. The Lobos are seeking their first win after playing No. 20 Arizona close for a half before losing 61-39. They're led by first-year head coach Bronco Mendenhall.
KEY MATCHUP
Auburn's offense needs a get-well game after committing five turnovers in a 21-14 loss to Cal. New Mexico's defense might be the perfect tonic. The Lobos rank last among 133 FBS teams in total defense, allowing 597 yards per game. They're also 131st in scoring and run defense and 129th in pass defense. Auburn freshman receiver Cam Coleman (shoulder) and right tackle Izavion Miller (hip) are questionable with injuries.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
New Mexico: QB Devon Dampier passed for 260 yards and three touchdowns against Arizona, while rushing for 130 yards and another two scores. He was also intercepted twice.
Auburn: QBs Thorne/Hank Brown. Freeze didn't rule out benching Thorne in favor of his backup. Freeze said Thorne has consistently been the best practice performer but has also been inconsistent and mistake prone at times in games. It's a safe bet that Brown gets some playing time in this game one way or the other.




FACTS & FIGURES
The Tigers have won their last 32 homecoming games, including a 45-13 win over Samford last year. ... Auburn's wide receivers have already caught seven touchdown passes, matching the season total for last year's group. ... New Mexico's opening loss to Sam Houston State was the program's first to an FCS team since falling to the Bearkats in 2011. ... The Lobos have scored touchdowns after all three forced turnovers. They managed only 28 points off turnovers last season. ... Auburn is tied for second in the Southeastern Conference with 19 tackles for loss.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Notre Dame wide receiver Beaux Collins (5) tries to run through a tackle by Northern Illinois cornerback Jacob Finley, back right, during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday Sept. 7, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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            Northern Illinois tight end Grayson Barnes, center bottom, reaches for extra yards as Notre Dame safety Xavier Watts, center back, tackles him during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday Sept. 7, 2024, in South Bend, Ind. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina)
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                                        This was a learning week for No. 18 Notre Dame.
Players and coaches took time to figure out what went wrong in last week's stunning loss to Northern Illinois. They searched for corrections, and believe the team will emerge stronger because of it.
On Saturday, they'll get a chance to show the college football world this is not the same team. No, this is a team that intends to take care of business.
"We've got a great challenge," third-year coach Marcus Freeman said. "Our guys will be ready."
Speeches don't get any simpler than that.
But fixing the problems Northern Illinois exposed last week could prove more complex, especially against a hungry, longtime rival such as Purdue (1-0).
Notre Dame (1-1) has dominated this series recently winning eight straight since the late Joe Tiller celebrated his fifth and final victory in the series back in 2007.

    


The Boilermakers enter this game with a defense that allowed 154 yards in a season-opening rout, an offensive coordinator, Graham Harrell, who faced Freeman's defenses at Southern California and a ground game capable of doing some serious damage.
"They led the Big Ten in rushing last year in conference games, and they rushed for 250-plus in three of the last four," said Freeman, whose team has scored 37 points this season. "So, we've got to make sure we're prepared to stop the run, and they have good skill -- really good tight ends, and some good, skilled wideouts."




Purdue coach Ryan Walters has been following Freeman's career trajectory, too.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both are 38 years old, were defensive coordinators before becoming first-time head coaches and already have faced the scrutiny for sub-par results. And when they square off Saturday, the game will feature two of the 16 Black coaches in the 134-school FBS.
"I think the thing that I've sort of admired from afar is just the quick rise, the consistent success and consistent play on the defensive side of the ball," Walters said. "Obviously, I'm a defensive guy, so you study a little bit. You pay attention to people that are also playing good defense, and he's definitely done that."

    


And while Walters would like to become the seventh coach in school history to beat Notre Dame in his first meeting, Walters has another reason for wanting this victory.
His father, Marc, was on the Colorado team that had its perfect season and national championship quest end with an Orange Bowl loss to the Irish on Jan. 1, 1990.
"Notre Dame was like their arch nemesis in the national championship game," Walters said. "I remember the Rocket Ismail days and all the great players that have come through there. So to be able to host a ranked Notre Dame team at home in Ross-Ade in front of the best and loyal fans out there, it's a special moment."
Passing woes
Notre Dame would have preferred to see its name in a group of five with Georgia, Texas, Alabama and Ohio State and a debate over the playoffs.
Instead, after that stunning loss, Notre Dame finds itself lumped into a different group of five -- Air Force, Miami (Ohio), Northwestern and Western Michigan -- as the only FBS schools without a passing touchdown this season. The air attack is ranked No. 114 nationally and quarterback Riley Leonard has become a focal point for the critics.

    


"The quarterback is just like the head coach, right?" Freeman said. "Rightfully so. He is going to get the blame and he's going to get the praise."
Freeman said that Leonard must make better decisions such as the fourth-quarter interception that led to Northern Illinois' decisive field goal. But Freeman knows it's not just the quarterback struggling and Irish offensive coordinator Mike Denbrock believes Leonard will get things turned around soon.
Card's accuracy

Hudson Card came to Purdue partly because he liked the school's reputation as the Cradle of Quarterbacks. And if he's going to earn a spot among that elite group that includes names such as Len Dawson and Drew Brees, he needs to play more like he did in the opener.
Card set an FBS single-game record for players throwing at least 20 passes when he competed 96% of his throws (24 of 25).

    


And his encore will come in front of another member of the group, former Purdue star Gary Danielson, who will be part of the CBS broadcast team.
No sympathy needed
Freeman understands nobody is going give a high-profile program like the Irish a break.
He doesn't want it, either.
"Nobody is going to feel sorry for us. I don't want anybody to feel sorry for us. Let's go," he said. "I'm a competitor and I'm surrounded by competitors. Let's get back to work and let's challenge each other. Let's have the right mindset. I'm ready to just get back to work and go. I don't want sympathy. Nobody needs sympathy. Let's just get back to work."
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Texas Tech quarterback Behren Morton (2) throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Washington State, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)
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            Texas Tech running back Cameron Dickey, center, runs for a touchdown during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Washington State, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)
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            Texas Tech defensive back Jordan Sanford, center left, tackles Washington State running back Wayshawn Parker during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)
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                                        North Texas (2-2) at Texas Tech (1-1), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas Tech by 10 1/2.
Series record: Tied 4-4.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Texas Tech opens a three-game homestand by playing North Texas for the first time since meeting in five consecutive seasons from 1997-2001. Second-year Mean Green head coach Eric Morris was a receiver for the Red Raiders from 2005-08, and later on their coaching staff from 2013-17. North Texas has a four-game winning streak, dating to last season, and has started 2-0 for first time since 2018. Texas Tech is coming off a turnover-plagued 37-16 loss at Washington State.
KEY MATCHUP
There will be a lot of balls in the air with this game featuring two of the nation's top passing quarterbacks. Two-time transfer Chandler Morris starts for North Texas and Behren Morton for Tech. Morris, who previously played for Oklahoma and TCU, ranks second nationally with 737 yards passing in his first two starts for the Mean Green. He has completed 58 of 85 passes (68.2%) with seven touchdowns and three interceptions. Morton has 701 yards on 64-of-100 passing for six TDs and two interceptions. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
North Texas: Junior receiver DT Sheffield, who attended Washington State last year after three junior college seasons in Mississippi, had six catches for 74 yards and his first three FBS touchdowns last week in a 35-20 win over Stephen F. Austin. 




Texas Tech: Josh Kelly is the FBS leader with 19 catches, including 10 in the season opener against ACU before nine against Washington State. He has 251 yards and one touchdown receiving.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Texas Tech has won its last 46 games against unranked opponents from non-power conferences. The last such loss was to North Texas in 1999. ... The Red Raiders are 49-3 in non-conference home games since the start of 2000. ... North Texas entered the season with an FBS-high 77 newcomers, including 36 transfers. ... The Red Raiders' four turnovers last week led to 13 points for Washington State. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Pittsburgh running back Desmond Reid (0) carries the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Cincinnati, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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            Pittsburgh quarterback Eli Holstein throws during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Cincinnati, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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            West Virginia running back CJ Donaldson Jr. (4) rushes the ball against Albany in the second half of an NCAA college football game in Morgantown, W.Va., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (William Wotring/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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            West Virginia quarterback Garrett Greene looks to pass against Albany in the second half of an NCAA college football game in Morgantown, W.Va., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (William Wotring/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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            Pittsburgh head coach Pat Narduzzi, center, stands on the sidelines during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Cincinnati, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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            West Virginia coach Neal Brown reacts during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Penn State in Morgantown, W.Va., Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Kathleen Batten)
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                                        West Virginia (1-1) at Pittsburgh (2-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: West Virginia by 2 1/2.
Series record: Pitt leads 62-41-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The 107th edition of "The Backyard Brawl" could define the rest of the season for both teams. The Mountaineers shut down the Panthers in a 17-6 victory a year ago, setting the table for a season in which WVU finished 9-4 while Pitt slumped to 3-9, its worst record in Pat Narduzzi's now decade-long tenure. The Panthers' new-look offense showed signs of life last week against Cincinnati, reeling off the game's final 22 points to slip past the Bearcats. WVU bounced back from a sluggish opening loss to Penn State by throttling overmatched Albany. 
KEY MATCHUP
West Virginia's linebackers vs. Pitt running back Desmond Reid. The 5-foot-8, 175-pound Reid has been a revelation through two games. He racked up 254 total yards against Cincinnati. His quickness presents a matchup problem if he gets to the second level. The Mountaineers gave up 222 yards rushing while getting thumped by the Nittany Lions. If Reid gets going WVU could be in for a long afternoon.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
West Virginia: RB CJ Donaldson. The junior tied a career high by running for 125 yards last week against Albany. Donaldson and backfield mate Jahiem White need to be effective to free up some room for dual threat quarterback Garrett Greene. 




Pitt: QB Eli Holstein. The Alabama transfer showed some remarkable resilience against the Bearcats, fighting off a first-half interception to become the first Panthers freshman quarterback to throw for over 300 yards in consecutive games since Alex Van Pelt did it in 1989. Holstein's continued development is vital if Pitt wants to exceed modest expectations.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The schools separated by 75 miles have split two games since the series was renewed in 2022 following an 11-year layoff, with each program winning at home. ... The Panthers are 2-0 for the first time since 2021 when they won the ACC title. ... Reid leads the nation in all-purpose yards (244.0 per game) and ranks fifth in rushing (146.5 per game). ... Pitt senior WR Konata Mumpfield posted a career-high 123 yards receiving and two touchdowns against the Bearcats. ... While Pitt still has a huge lead in the rivalry, it's essentially been even since even over the last 60 years. WVU is 26-23-2 against the Panthers since 1963.
___
AP college football: Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Washington quarterback Will Rogers looks to throw during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Eastern Michigan, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Washington safety Kamren Fabiculanan (13) and cornerback Elijah Jackson (25) break up a pass to Eastern Michigan wide receiver Terry Lockett Jr. (3) in the end zone during the second half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Seattle. Washington won 30-9. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Washington State quarterback John Mateer (10) carries the ball while pressured by Texas Tech defensive back Jordan Sanford during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)
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            Washington State running back Wayshawn Parker (21) carries the ball during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Texas Tech, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Pullman, Wash. (AP Photo/Young Kwak)
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                                        Washington State (1-0) vs. Washington (1-0) at Lumen Field in Seattle, Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (Peacock)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Washington 4 1/2.
Series record: Washington leads 76-33-6.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
For the first time since 1961, the Apple Cup is a non-conference matchup - this time between a Big Ten school and one of the two remaining Pac-12 programs. There's been a significant amount of external debate about whether to continue the series following the collapse of what was the Pac-12, which forced the rivalry matchup to be moved to September and for this year to be played at a neutral site. The game will return to campus sites starting in 2025 and as of now will continue through the 2028 season as a non-conference matchup. But the acrimony - especially from the Washington State side - leaves open the chance the Apple Cup rots away before that date.

    


KEY MATCHUP
Washington's defense has yet to allow a touchdown this season and has gone two straight games without giving up a TD for the first time since 1991. Washington State scored 70 points in its opener and followed up with 37 in a convincing win over Texas Tech. The Huskies defense has looked good in the first two games, but has yet to face an offense with the weapons of Washington State - in particular quarterback John Mateer, who rushed for 197 yards against Texas Tech after throwing for five touchdowns in Week 1.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Washington State: It's been a quiet start to the season for WR Kyle Williams with just five receptions through two games, although three of his five catches have gone for touchdowns. Williams had five catches for 85 yards and a TD in last year's Apple Cup.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Washington: QB Will Rogers was terrific last week against Eastern Michigan, completing 21 of 26 passes and throwing four touchdowns. Rogers numbers from the first two games have been nearly identical as he's shown efficiency running the offense of head coach Jedd Fisch. 

    


FACTS & FIGURES
Washington has won nine of the last 10 in the series, including last year's 24-21 victory on a field goal from Grady Gross on the final play of the game. ... RB Jonah Coleman has rushed for at least 100 yards in the first two games. ... Washington State freshman RB Wayshawn Parker had a 54-yard TD run in Week 1 and a 43-yard scoring run in Week 2. ... Mateer's 197 yards rushing were the most ever by a Washington State QB. ... Next year's game is scheduled to be in Pullman. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            BYU safety Raider Damuni (3) celebrates with fans after a victory over SMU in an NCAA college football game Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, in Dallas. (Smiley N. Pool/The Dallas Morning News via AP)
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            SMU running back Brashard Smith (1) fumbles the ball during the second half of an NCAA football game against BYU on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, in Dallas. (Smiley N. Pool/The Dallas Morning News via AP)
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            SMU linebacker Tarian Lee Jr. (40) reacts on the bench after a loss to BYU in an NCAA football game on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, in Dallas. (Smiley N. Pool/The Dallas Morning News via AP)
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            BYU safety Raider Damuni (3) celebrates with fans after a victory over SMU in an NCAA college football game Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, in Dallas. (Smiley N. Pool/The Dallas Morning News via AP)
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                                        BYU (2-0) at Wyoming (0-2), Saturday, 9 p.m. ET (CBS Sports Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: BYU by 101/2.
Series record: BYU leads 46-30-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
BYU is quite familiar with former conference foe Wyoming. Outside of Utah and Utah State, the Cougars have squared off against the Cowboys more than any other opponent. BYU and Wyoming were both members of the Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference, Mountain States, Western Athletic and finally the Mountain West before the Cougars became an independent in 2011. They joined the Big 12 last season. The last time BYU played Wyoming was at home in 2022, when the Cougars won 38-24. New Wyoming head coach Jay Sawvel is looking for his first win with the Cowboys after losses to Idaho and Arizona State.
KEY MATCHUP
BYU QB Jake Retzlaff vs. Wyoming's defensive line. Retzlaff has thrown for 550 yards and four TDs while completing 60.3% of his passes. Cowboys defensive end Sabastian Harsh tied a career high with 2 1/2 tackles for loss last weekend against Idaho. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
BYU: Defensive end Tyler Batty has yet to notch a tackle for loss this season, but has seven tackles and a QB hurry. He led the Cougars in tackles-for-loss and QB hurries in 2022 and '23. 




Wyoming: Kick returner Tyler King is averaging 25.3 yards per return this season. That's the top mark in the Mountain West and 15th in the nation. He also has one catch for 23 yards.
FACTS & FIGURES
BYU's last trip to Laramie was 2009 when the Cougars won 52-0. ... The Cougars are looking to head into Big 12 play 3-0 for a second straight season. They beat Sam Houston State, Southern Utah and Arkansas in the nonconference portion of their 2023 schedule. BYU then went 2-7 in the Big 12. ... Wyoming kicker John Hoyland's two field goals last weekend gave him 60 for his career with the Cowboys and moved him against of Cooper Rothe for the school record. Rothe was the kicker for Wyoming before Hoyland. ... In 1988, BYU and Wyoming played the first night game at War Memorial Stadium. The Cowboys won 24-14. ... Wyoming tailback Dawaiian McNeely had one carry for 4 yards in his first action since 2022. He missed last season with an injury. ... There have been 14 different players who've caught passes for BYU this season. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            FILE - Nebraska linebacker MJ Sherman, back right, tackles Colorado quarterback Shedeur Sanders (2) during the first half of an NCAA college football game Sept. 7, 2024, in Lincoln, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz, File)
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            Colorado head coach Deion Sanders, left, talks with former Nebraska and NFL player Mike Rozier, right, before an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Lincoln, Neb. (AP Photo/Rebecca S. Gratz)
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                                        Colorado (1-1) at Colorado State (1-1), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (CBS)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Colorado by 7.
Series record: Colorado leads 68-22-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
It's a second straight rivalry game for Deion Sanders and the Colorado Buffaloes. It might even be must-win, too. They try to put the sting of a 28-10 loss at Nebraska behind them as they face a Colorado State team coming off a 38-17 win over Northern Colorado. For the first time since 1996, the Rocky Mountain Showdown will be played in Fort Collins. Last season, Colorado trailed by eight with two minutes remaining when Shedeur Sanders led a 98-yard scoring drive and connected on a two-point conversion to tie the game. The Buffaloes won 43-35 in double overtime. This will be the last time the teams face each other on the football field until Sept. 15, 2029.
KEY MATCHUP
Colorado receiver Travis Hunter vs. CSU safety Henry Blackburn. In the game a year ago, Hunter was running a deep route in the first quarter when he was hit by Blackburn shortly after the ball sailed by him. Blackburn drew a penalty on the play as Hunter stayed down on the turf. Hunter eventually left to go to the hospital, where he was diagnosed with a lacerated liver. The two players put the incident behind them by meeting up for a conversation and to go bowling. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Colorado: Defensive back Carter Stoutmire figures to play a big role with Shilo Sanders sidelined at least two weeks with a broken forearm suffered at Nebraska. Stoutmire's father, Omar, played in the NFL from 1997-2007.




Colorado State: Center Jacob Gardner and the rest of the offensive line. They've allowed just one sack this season. Colorado State surrendered only 14 sacks last season.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Colorado has won six straight over the Rams in the series. ... The last time Rams beat the Buffaloes on their home field was 1955. They were Colorado A&M then and changed to Colorado State in 1957. The contest was played at the home of the Denver Broncos for many years. ... Since the series resumed in 1983, Colorado leads 25-8. ... The Buffaloes are averaging 37.5 yards rushing per game, which is at the bottom of the nation. They figure to be without banged-up running back Dallan Hayden. The Rams' defense is allowing 148.5 yards rushing per game. ... Hunter has been targeted just six times over 128 defensive snaps so far this season.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Florida quarterback DJ Lagway (2) runs for yardage past Samford defensive end Jordan Russell (42) for yardage during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Texas A&M running back Le'Veon Moss (8) reacts after scoring a touchdown on a two-yard run against McNeese State during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Texas A&M and Florida look to get above .500 with Emmitt Smith on hand at the Swamp

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Florida quarterback DJ Lagway (2) runs for yardage past Samford defensive end Jordan Russell (42) for yardage during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Florida quarterback DJ Lagway (2) runs for yardage past Samford defensive end Jordan Russell (42) for yardage during the second half of an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Texas A&M running back Le'Veon Moss (8) reacts after scoring a touchdown on a two-yard run against McNeese State during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Texas A&M running back Le'Veon Moss (8) reacts after scoring a touchdown on a two-yard run against McNeese State during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Florida head coach Billy Napier paces the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Samford, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Florida head coach Billy Napier paces the sideline during the second half of an NCAA college football game against Samford, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Texas A&M quarterback Conner Weigman (15) passes down field against McNeese State during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Texas A&M quarterback Conner Weigman (15) passes down field against McNeese State during the first half of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in College Station, Texas. (AP Photo/Sam Craft)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Texas A&M (1-1) at Florida (1-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas A&M by 4 1/2.
Series record: Tied 3-3.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Texas A&M and Florida try to avoid a second loss as they begin Southeastern Conference play. The Aggies lost to then-No. 5 Notre Dame before dominating overmatched McNeese State. The Gators lost to then-No. 19 Miami before blowing out lower-division Samford. But what they do against league competition will provide a better indication of where the programs are under first-year A&M coach Mike Elko and embattled, third-year Florida coach Billy Napier.
KEY MATCHUP
Florida's Montrell Johnson vs. Texas A&M's shaky run defense. Johnson has 177 yards rushing and three touchdowns in two games and could find space against the Aggies, who rank 15th in the SEC against the run. Texas A&M has allowed 378 yards on the ground and is giving up a league-leading 5.25 yards a carry.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Texas A&M: Junior Le'Veon Moss leads the Aggies with 154 yards rushing and three touchdowns, including two last week against McNeese State. Moss helped A&M finish with the program's most rushing yards (333) in a game since 2018.




Florida: Freshman DJ Lagway is expected to see significant action after throwing for 456 yards and three touchdowns against Samford. The consensus No. 1 QB recruit in 2023 likely will split time with veteran Graham Mertz, who missed last week's game with a concussion. But an SEC opponent should provide a better indication of how close Lagway is to taking over in Gainesville.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Two former Florida coaches and two former Florida starters are returning to the Swamp in a pseudo homecoming. Defensive coordinator Jay Bateman, defensive line coach Sean Spencer, LB Scooby Williams and DB Jaydon Hill will be on the opposite sideline at Florida Field. ... Another potentially awkward moment: Former Florida legend and NFL great Emmitt Smith, whose son EJ is a backup running back for the Aggies, will serve as the honorary "Mr. Two Bits" before kickoff. His appearance comes six months after Smith publicly blasted his alma mater for eliminating its entire Diversity, Equity and Inclusion department. ... The Gators have scored in an NCAA-record 450 consecutive games, 53 longer than anyone else in college football history.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Philadelphia Eagles running back Saquon Barkley (26) leaves to field after their win against the Green Bay Packers in an NFL football game, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, at the Neo Quimica Arena in Sao Paulo. (AP Photo/Andre Penner)
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            Philadelphia Eagles running back Saquon Barkley (26) reacts during the second half of an NFL football game against the Green Bay Packers, Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, at the Neo Quimica Arena in Sao Paulo. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            Atlanta Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins walks off the field after an interception during the second half of an NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers on Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker T.J. Watt (90) sacks Atlanta Falcons quarterback Kirk Cousins (18) during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Butch Dill)
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            Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts (1) passes against the Green Bay Packers during the first half of an NFL football game, Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, at the Neo Quimica Arena in Sao Paulo. (AP Photo/Doug Benc)
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                                        Atlanta (0-1) at Philadelphia (1-0)
Monday, 8:15 p.m., ESPN
BetMGM NFL Odds: Eagles by 6 1/2.
Against the spread: Atlanta 0-1; Philadelphia 1-0
Series record: Eagles lead 18-14-1
Last meeting: On Sept. 12, 2021, Jalen Hurts threw for 264 yards and 3 TDs and ran for 62 yards in Philadelphia's 32-6 win at Atlanta.
Last week: Falcons lost 18-10 at home to the Steelers; Eagles beat the Packers 34-29 in Brazil.
Eagles offense: overall (4), rush (9), pass (6), scoring (T-3).
Eagles defense: overall (30), rush (T-25), pass (26), scoring (T-25).
Falcons offense: overall (29), rush (23), pass (T-25), scoring (T-28).
Falcons defense: overall (T-12), rush (20), pass (5), scoring (10).
Turnover differential: Falcons minus-3; Eagles minus-2.
Eagles player to watch
RB Saquon Barkley had a scintillating debut for Philadelphia after signing for $26 million guaranteed with the Eagles in the offseason. The No. 2 overall pick in 2018, who played the past six seasons with the Giants, rushed for 109 yards and 2 TDs on 24 carries and caught a pair of passes for 23 yards and a TD in the Week 1 win over Green Bay. Barkley had 5,211 rushing yards and 2,100 receiving yards with the Giants, including some big games against Philadelphia. Eagles fans surely will welcome Barkley with open arms in his first home game for the team.

    


Key matchup
Cousins vs. Eagles' defensive front. Philadelphia's defense allowed 414 yards against the Packers, including 251 through the air. The defensive front got very little push against Packers QB Jordan Love. They will hope to do better against the 36-year-old Cousins, who will be looking to bounce back from his Week 1 performance in which he passed for just 155 yards while throwing two interceptions and being sacked twice.




Key injuries
Falcons guard Chris Lindstrom returned against the Steelers after being evaluated for a possible head injury in the first half. ... Eagles cornerback Isaiah Rodgers (hand) and linebacker Devin White (ankle) were out for the season opener in Brazil.
Series notes

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Philadelphia has won four of these teams' past five meetings, including a playoff game in the 2015 season. ... This is the second of five prime-time games for the Eagles this season.

    


Stats and stuff
Cousins signed a four-year, $180 million deal, with $100 million guaranteed, in the offseason. ... Raheem Morris coached his first game with the Falcons in Week 1. ... Atlanta's defense didn't allow a TD against the Steelers, giving up six field goals, including three of more than 50 yards, in the 18-10 loss to Pittsburgh. ... RB Bijan Robinson (No. 8, 2023), WR Drake London (No. 8, 2022) and TE Kyle Pitts (No. 4, 2021) give Atlanta three offensive skill players who were drafted in the top 10. ... DL Grady Jarrett had 11/2 sacks and three QB hits against Pittsburgh. ... Atlanta has had six straight losing seasons. ... The Eagles improved to 4-0 in openers under coach Nick Sirianni. ... The Eagles are 14-4 on their home field since 2022. ... New coordinators Kellen Moore (offense) and Vic Fangio (defense) will be coaching for the first time in the regular season in Philadelphia for the Eagles. ... LB Zack Baun had a career-high 15 tackles, along with two sacks, against the Packers. ... Barkley was selected as the NFC Offensive Player of the Week.

    


Fantasy tip
WR DeVonta Smith caught seven passes for 84 yards in Week 1 without reaching the end zone. Smith has Philadelphia's franchise record for catches and receiving yards in the first three seasons as an Eagles player with 240 and 3,178, respectively.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Kylian Mbappe's departure was expected to sidetrack Paris Saint-Germain this season.
How would a team long viewed as over-reliant on the France superstar cope without him after his move to Real Madrid? 
Who could score so freely for PSG when Mbappe averaged more than 40 goals per season over the past four campaigns and more than 250 in seven years at the club? And who would bail the team out of trouble with last-gasp winners?
Things have turned out rather well, so far, and the widely anticipated post-Mbappe headache has not materialised.
Far from it.
PSG is the only team to have won its first three games in the French league and has scored an impressive 13 goals.
No longer being so reliant on Mbappe seems to have produced an early side effect, whereby the goals are being shared around and teamwork has improved in coach Luis Enrique's side.

    


Bradley Barcola has led the way with four goals, adding a finishing touch to his skilful dribbling down the left, while his France teammate Randal Kolo Muani and South Korea forward Lee Kang-in have netted twice each.
France right winger Ousmane Dembele has chipped in with a goal and two assists for the defending champion, while new signing Joao Neves leads the league with three assists.




Kolo Muani and Dembele continued their form with France, each scoring on Monday in a 2-0 win against Belgium in the Nations League.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Behind the forwards, Portugal's Vitinha and France's Warren Zaire-Emery form a solid midfield pairing along with the 19-year-old Neves, an offseason signing from Portuguese side Benfica.
For now, it seems like Mbappe's absence is being felt more keenly off the field than on it.
On Wednesday, he rejected a mediation offer by the French soccer league's legal commission in his dispute with PSG over wages and bonuses.
PSG officials and Mbappe's representatives met in Paris after Mbappe asked the commission to get involved. Mbappe, who joined Madrid on a free transfer, says the club owes him 55 million euros ($60 million). PSG said it was pleased with how the commission hearing went.

    


While PSG's power struggle with its ex-striker continues, PSG's current crop of forwards look for more goals when the team hosts Brest on Saturday before facing Spanish side Girona on Wednesday when the Champions League starts.
Mbappe is expected to make his European debut for Madrid the previous night, at home to Stuttgart.
He never won Europe's most prestigious club prize with PSG, but most observers would argue he has a far better chance of doing so with record 15-time champion Madrid.
At some point this season, their paths may cross again on the field.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        No. 16 LSU (1-1, 0-0 SEC) at South Carolina (2-0, 1-0), Saturday, 12 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: LSU by 7.
Series record: LSU leads 19-2-1. 
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
First place very early in the Southeastern Conference race. The Gamecocks are the only 1-0 team in the league after beating Kentucky 31-6 and showing they might have a little bit more in the tank than some expected. LSU has already lost an opening-week showdown with No. 11 Southern Cal and could probably not afford another early defeat and still reach the College Football Playoff. 
KEY MATCHUP: LSU QB Garrett Nussmeier vs. South Carolina's defensive front. The Gamecocks, fueled by Georgia Tech transfer Kyle Kennard and freshman Dylan Stewart have wracked 10 sacks through two games and will need to keep the pressure on Nussmeier, who has thrown for more than 300 yards in both games so far, along with an SEC-best eight touchdowns. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
LSU: WR Kyren Lacy is tied for the national lead with four touchdown receptions. He's got 12 catches for 159 yards and appears like the Tigers' latest game-breaking receiver in the mold of Ja'Marr Chase, Malik Nabors and Brian Thomas Jr. 




South Carolina: Edge rusher Dylan Stewart has made a quick impact as a true freshman with 2.5 sacks, two forced fumbles and continually breaking through the offensive line to pressure the quarterback. With Stewart up front, the Gamecocks held Kentucky to 44 yards passing last week. 
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This is LSU's first visit to Columbia since 2008. ... The Gamecocks have only won twice in 22 meetings with LSU, in 1930 and in 1994. They've lost their past seven in the series. ... The LSU offensive line has combined for 110 starts, led by All-American left tackle William Campbell with 28. ... South Carolina is seeking its first 3-0 start since 2012 when it went 6-0 and finished 11-2. ... Nussmeier has thrown for 300-plus yards in each of his three starts, against Wisconsin in the ReliaQuest Bowl, Southern Cal and Nicholls. ... South Carolina has 38 players who are fourth-, fifth-, or sixth-year seniors, second most in the country to Eastern Michigan's 39. ... ESPN College GameDay is on campus at South Carolina for the first time since 2014. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Emma Navarro, of the United States, returns a shot to Aryna Sabalenka, of Belarus, during the women's singles semifinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Thursday, Sept. 5, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Carlos Alcaraz, of Spain, gestures to fans after losing to Botic van De Zandschulp, of the Netherlands, in a second round match of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jessica Pegula and Emma Navarro, Americans coming off career-best Grand Slam runs at the U.S. Open, will play each other in an exhibition event at Madison Square Garden on Dec. 4 that also will feature four-time major champion Carlos Alcaraz against Ben Shelton.
The lineup for The Garden Cup was announced Thursday. It marks the first tennis event since 2018 at MSG, home to the NBA's Knicks and NHL's Rangers.
Pegula reached her first Grand Slam final at Flushing Meadows before losing to Aryna Sabalenka 7-5, 7-5 on Saturday. Navarro defeated defending champion Coco Gauff in the fourth round of the U.S. Open en route to getting to the semifinals, where she lost to Sabalenka.
Both Pegula, at No. 3, and Navarro, at No. 8, are in the top 10 of the WTA rankings this week.
Alcaraz won the French Open and Wimbledon this season but bowed out last month in the second round of the U.S. Open, which he won in 2022 for his first Grand Slam trophy. Shelton's best showing at a major was his semifinal appearance in New York last year; he lost to fellow American Frances Tiafoe in the third round this time.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            Everton's Michael Keane celebrates scoring during the English Premier League soccer match between Everton and Bournemouth at Goodison Park, Liverpool, England, Saturday Aug. 31, 2024. (Peter Byrne/PA via AP)
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            Everton's Tim Iroegbunam (second left) celebrates scoring their side's first goal of the game with team-mates during an English League Cup second round match between Everton and Doncaster Rovers at Goodison Park in Liverpool, England, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (Peter Byrne/PA via AP)
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                                        LIVERPOOL, England (AP) -- Everton has engaged in "positive conversations" with John Textor in relation to the American businessman's potential purchase of the club, the English team said on Thursday.
Textor, a 58-year-old digital media and entertainment entrepreneur, said last month he wanted to sell his stake in Crystal Palace -- one of the many teams under his ownership -- so that he can purchase Premier League rival Everton.
"While positive conversations and progress continues to be made with Mr. Textor to formalize any deal with him, there remains some work to be done to complete the transaction," Everton said in a statement.
Everton was moved to comment on the talks after Textor gave an interview with Sky Sports News in Britain on Wednesday, saying he is confident everything could be completed before his exclusivity agreement with the club expires on Nov. 30.

    


"Nobody wakes up and thinks, 'I get to buy Everton,'" Textor said. "But if you decide football is what you want in your life and then somebody comes along and asks you if you want to become the owner of Everton, it's like someone asking you if you want to be president of the United States. Of course you do."




In the interview with Sky Sports News, Textor denied he has held any talks with prospective candidates to replace Everton manager Sean Dyche and also said he would prefer not to leave Goodison Park to move to a new home at Bramley-Moore Dock, even though he recognizes the financial opportunities the new stadium offers.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The comments made by Mr. Textor merely represent his personal view on club matters," Everton said in its statement.
"Everyone at the club is staying focused on providing the best support possible to Sean and the squad as we head into the weekend's fixture (at Aston Villa in the Premier League)."
Textor's Eagle Football company is the latest party to be granted a period of exclusivity about taking over Everton, after the club's previous talks with 777 Partners and the Friedkin Group fell through.

    


Textor also owns teams in Belgium ( RWD Molenbeek ), Brazil (Botafogo) and France (Lyon) as part of his multi-club model that is becoming more common in soccer.
Textor cannot have a stake in two Premier League clubs at the same time, so would have to sell his Palace shares before purchasing Everton.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Miami head coach Mario Cristobal watches from the sideline during the first half of an NCAA football game against Florida A&M, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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                                        MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) -- Miami is a Top 10 team after two games, something that until now hadn't been the case in any of the last 15 seasons.
That sounds like a big deal. Except, that is, to the Hurricanes.
No. 10 Miami (2-0) plays host to Ball State (1-0) on Saturday, looking to extend its unbeaten start. Plenty of numbers to this point look good: sixth nationally in third-down offense, seventh nationally in third-down defense, 12th nationally in scoring offense.
And there's this, too: "We haven't even played close to our best football yet," quarterback Cam Ward said.
The victory celebrations after beating Florida by 24 points in Week 1 and Florida A&M by 47 points last weekend were relatively brief for the Hurricanes. It starts with Ward, the transfer who says he's allowed himself about 30 minutes after each of those games before turning the page to whatever is coming next.

    


There might have been some Miami teams in recent years that thought being good in September was good enough; for example, each of the last six Hurricane team were ranked at some point in September, but only one of those teams finished the year among the Top 25. This team doesn't seem to employ that philosophy.




"We've just got to keep on bettering ourselves," wide receiver Xavier Restrepo said.
That's the whole idea for Ball State as well. The Cardinals are facing Miami for the first time and come into this as five-touchdown underdogs, according to BetMGM Sportsbook.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ball State beat Missouri State 42-34 in its opener last weekend, trailing 14-7 in the third quarter before getting four touchdown passes from Kadin Semonza in a 10-1/2 minute span to help seal the win.
"Obviously, Miami's a good football team," Ball State coach Mike Neu said. "They're doing some really good things through two games here. They've had two dominating wins, and they've worked hard in the transfer portal."

    


Looking for depth
Last week's win had added value for Miami. The Hurricanes had 52 players log at least one official play against Florida in Week 1, then got 78 players into the Florida A&M game.
That helps build depth, Miami coach Mario Cristobal said.
"We've got to do a better job coaching the other half of the roster and developing the players," Cristobal said.
Rare chance for Ball State
It's rare for Ball State to meet an ACC opponent.
Ball State has faced six other schools that are currently ACC football members, going 1-9 in those games. The Cardinals are 0-3 against Boston College and Clemson, and 0-1 against Clemson, N.C. State, Pittsburgh and Syracuse. They're 1-0 against Virginia.
Leading their schools
Cristobal and Neu are among 16 current FBS head coaches leading their alma maters.
Cristobal was an offensive lineman for Miami and at the school from 1988 through 1992. Neu is one of Ball State's top all-time quarterbacks, part of two Mid-American Conference championship teams and a member of the school's athletic Hall of Fame.
Beware of the MAC
Northern Illinois' 16-14 win over then-No. 5 Notre Dame last weekend was the fourth time that a MAC school topped a Top 10 team -- a list Ball State will try to join this weekend.

    


The others: Marshall beat No. 6 Kansas State 27-20 and Toledo defeated No. 9 Pitt 35-31 in 2003, and Miami of Ohio topped No. 8 LSU 21-12 in 1986.
Neu sent Northern Illinois coach Thomas Hammock a congratulatory email after the Notre Dame win. "I think it's a credit to our conference," Neu said.
By 24 or more
Miami has opened its season with a pair of wins by at least 24 points. The Hurricanes haven't had three such wins to open a season since 2017, when they beat Florida A&M (70-3), Florida Atlantic (38-10) and Appalachian State (45-10).
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Arsenal's manager Mikel Arteta gives instructions to his players during the English Premier League soccer match between Arsenal and Brighton, at Emirates Stadium in London, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Fans show a banner with photo of Arsenal's manager Mikel Arteta, reading in Spanish "Let's go" during the English Premier League soccer match between Arsenal and Brighton, at Emirates Stadium in London, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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            Arsenal's manager Mikel Arteta reacts during the English Premier League soccer match between Arsenal and Brighton, at Emirates Stadium in London, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Alastair Grant)
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                                        Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta signed a new contract to 2027 on Thursday.
"I feel very inspired, I feel challenged, I feel supported and I want to do much more than what we've already done together," Arteta said.
The 42-year-old Spanish coach has been at Arsenal since December 2019 and transformed the team into Manchester City's main English Premier League title rival by finishing runner-up in the last two seasons.
His previous deal was expiring at the end of this season and speculation mentioned him as a potential successor to Pep Guardiola at City.
"We are really happy that Mikel has signed a new long-term contract. It's a very positive and proud moment for everyone at the club," Arsenal sporting director Edu said.
"Mikel has shown his qualities since the very first day he joined us, not only as a football manager, but as a person with wonderful values. We have a strong belief in what we are doing and what we want to achieve together. Mikel's new contract gives us stability and clear direction as we aim for new heights."

    


Arteta was Guardiola's assistant at City before succeeding Unai Emery at Arsenal and going on to win the FA Cup in his first season in charge.




Two seasons ago, Arsenal spent 248 days at the top of the league but was beaten to the title by City. No other team had spent so long in first place without being crowned league champion.
Last season, Arsenal pushed City even closer when taking the title race down to the last day, and eventually finished two points behind Guardiola's team. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Mikel is a dynamic and passionate manager, who is relentless in the pursuit of excellence," Arsenal co-chair Josh Kroenke said. "He has a deep understanding of Arsenal's values, and since joining us as head coach in December 2019, he has taken the team to another level in an Arsenal way."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            Bologna's team players celebrate after the Serie A soccer match between Bologna FC and Udinese at the Dall'Ara Stadium, Bologna, northern Italy, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024. (Michele Nucci/LaPresse via AP)
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            Bologna's Giovanni Fabbian celebrates scoring during the Serie A soccer match between Bologna and Empoli at Renato Dall'Ara Stadium, Bologna, Italy, Saturday Aug. 31, 2024. (Massimo Paolone/LaPresse via AP)
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            Bologna's Giovanni Fabbian reacts against Empoli during the Serie A soccer match between Bologna and Empoli at Renato Dall'Ara Stadium, Bologna, Italy, Saturday Aug. 31, 2024. (Massimo Paolone/LaPresse via AP)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- Exactly four months have passed since Bologna qualified for the Champions League to reach Europe's elite competition for the first time in 60 years.
Now comes the tough part.
Bologna hosts Shakhtar Donetsk next week without four key members of the team that exceeded all expectations by finishing fifth in Serie A last season.
Coach Thiago Motta announced he was leaving a day before last season ended and then took over at Juventus; star forward Joshua Zirkzee left for Manchester United and defender Riccardo Calafiori followed him to the Premier League by signing with Arsenal after his revelatory performance for Italy at the European Championship.
Add in that club captain Lewis Ferguson is out for another couple of months with an injured knee and it's no wonder that Bologna has struggled at the start of Serie A with only two points from three matches entering a game at promoted Como on Saturday.

    


But new coach Vincenzo Italiano comes in with positive experience in Europe, having directed Fiorentina to successive Conference League finals (plus an Italian Cup final), and Bologna has reacted well to hardship before.




Motta stepped into a difficult situation at Bologna when he was hired to replace the fired Sinisa Mihajlovic shortly after the start of the 2022-23 season.
Mihajlovic, who died a few months later after a long battle with leukemia, created a special bond with his players, who often celebrated victories under the coach's hospital room window when Mihajlovic was being treated.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We need to raise our game," said Bologna defender Lorenzo De Silvestri, who is in his fifth season with the club. "The difficulties increase because the bar has been raised, and when the bar is raised you need to search for a higher level."
Bologna finished ninth in Motta's first season and went four spots better last season.
"This is a group that has improved year after year, season after season," De Silvestri said. "We need to be ready for this new challenge, but we should also keep a smile on our faces, because we should always remember that it's been a beautiful path to get here."

    


While Bologna is a seven-time Serie A champion, the Emilia-Romagna club last triumphed in 1964. Its only other appearance in the continent's top competition came later in 1964 when Bologna was eliminated by Anderlecht in the preliminary round of the old European Cup.
Hosting Champions League games seemed a like a stretch when Canadian executive Joe Saputo purchased Bologna a decade ago.
Now a reality, Bologna Mayor Matteo Lepore bestowed Saputo with honorary citizenship of the city during a ceremony on Wednesday.
"(Saputo) invested in Bologna and nobody will ever forget seeing the city celebrate qualifying for the Champions League," the mayor said. "Just like he maintained his promise of qualifying for Europe when he arrived 10 years ago."
Saputo said he now spends more time in Bologna than his home in Montreal. One of his sons, Luca, works for the club and another, Jesse, plays for Bologna's youth club.

    


"When I bought the club, my intent was to build from the bottom up, sort of like how today's coaches operate," Saputo said. "The results on the field are the fruits of a tree that has deep roots and a thick trunk, which we've been working on for years."
Bologna's second Champions League match comes a day before the club celebrates the 115th anniversary of the its founding.
"At midnight on Oct. 3 we'll be at Anfield, one of the most famous stadiums in world soccer and we'll have just played Liverpool in the Champions League," Saputo said. "I think (former Bologna president Renato Dall'Ara -- the man for whom Bologna's stadium is named for) would be proud -- like all of us Bolognesi."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                                        BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) -- Fernando Alonso believes Aston Martin is Formula 1's "team of the future" after hiring Red Bull car designer Adrian Newey with an eye on the new regulations coming in 2026. 
The arrival of Newey, who has designed title-winning cars for more than 30 years, is a statement of intent from Aston Martin and its billionaire owner Lawrence Stroll. 
Newey has said he's particularly keen to work with Aston Martin driver Alonso, who he described as being like an "archenemy" for the way he's posed a challenge to Newey's previous teams.
"He's a great addition to the team," Alonso said on Thursday ahead of this week's Azerbaijan Grand Prix. "The Aston Martin team is the team of the future, in a way."
Newey's signature was sought by F1 teams since Red Bull said in May he'd leave the team. Alonso said he'd joined Aston Martin's efforts to persuade Newey. 

    


"I texted him for sure, like everybody did probably. I wanted to work with him," he said. "I saw him also at the Monaco Grand Prix that he was racing that week (in May) as well, and we spent half an hour chatting.
"I don't know, I mean we all tried to persuade him. Ultimately, I think Lawrence and his vision, the new factory and what Aston Martin wants for the future, together with Honda as well, were probably key factors."




Newey can't start work at Aston Martin until March 2025 under the terms of his exit from Red Bull, where he was widely credited with laying the groundwork for Max Verstappen to win three successive titles.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That will be too late for Newey to influence Aston Martin's car development next season, Alonso said, arguing it would be a better use of the 65-year-old British designer's time to prepare for 2026.
"March '25, I think the focus for most of the teams will be the '26 project and the change of regulations," Alonso said.
"I don't think that (it) is really worth spending too much in the '25 campaign unless you are fighting for the championship. I hope we have a nice surprise, but I doubt it. So I think the '26 project should be the first car that he has an influence."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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                    Barcelona's head coach Hansi Flick walks off the pitch at half-time of the Spanish La Liga soccer match between Rayo Vallecano and Barcelona at the Vallecas stadium in Madrid, Spain, Tuesday, Aug. 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- The lowest of the lows of Barcelona's trophyless campaign last season was when it was spanked not once, but twice, by the formerly modest Girona.
Girona dealt Barcelona a pair of stinging 4-2 defeats as the club partly owned by Manchester City's Abu Dhabi ownership emerged as one of the surprise packages of European soccer. It finished the Spanish league in third place, just behind Barcelona in second, and classified for the Champions League for the first time.
Those embarrassing losses to a fellow Catalan club played a part in the downfall of Xavi Hernandez as Barcelona's coach.
Barcelona is under new management -- Hansi Flick -- and will visit a new-look Girona on Sunday aiming to make it five wins in as many games with the German coach.
Flick has a team with some important changes led by the arrival of a more dynamic Dani Olmo for the departed Ilkay Gundogan. Olmo, fresh from helping Spain win the European Championship, has fit right in with the club he belonged to as a youth player.

    


Olmo scored in his first two games for Barcelona before the international break and is clicking as its interior attacking midfielder flanked by Spain teenage phenom Lamine Yamal and an in-form Raphinha.




The 36-year-old Robert Lewandowski, twice the age of Yamal, has made a superb start under Flick, who coached him at Bayern Munich where they won the Champions League. The Poland striker has four goals in as many rounds to lead La Liga.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The only downside to Barcelona's start has been the injuries in midfield. Frenkie de Jong has yet to return since an injury that caused him to miss Euro 2024 with the Netherlands. Gavi Paez is still recovering from a serious leg injury, and youngster Marc Bernal, who had impressed under Flick, will miss the rest of the season after rupturing an ACL.
But this Girona is not the one that out-gunned Barcelona.

    


After exploding onto the European stage, the club lost several of its best players in the summer.
Artem Dovbyk, the league's top scorer last season, left for Roma. Explosive winger Savinho moved to Manchester City, right back Yan Couto went to Borussia Dortmund, and midfielder Aleix Garcia joined Xabi Alonso's Bayer Leverkusen.
Barcelona recovered two players on loan, defender Eric Garcia and midfielder Pablo Torres, while one player has gone the other way: Holding midfielder Oriol Romeu was sent back to Girona one year after it signed him away.
Girona, importantly, kept coach Michel Sanchez and other key players like Miguel Gutierrez, Ivan Martin and Daley Blind. It also brought in forwards Abel Ruiz, Bryan Gil and Arnaut Danjuma, along with Manchester United midfielder Donny van de Beek.
And Girona has shown it can still click in attack in a 4-0 win over Osasuna and a 2-0 win at Sevilla in the previous two rounds.
Real Madrid will play at Real Sociedad on Saturday. It is in second place at four points behind leader Barcelona.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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                    Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Attorney General Merrick Garland will denounce "conspiracy theories" and "dangerous falsehoods" targeting the Justice Department during a speech Thursday to employees as he forcefully pushes back against Republican claims of politicization.
Garland will use a speech to U.S. attorneys gathered in Washington and other Justice Department members to vigorously defend the department's integrity and impartiality and to condemn what he describes as "outrageous" attacks that put law enforcement in harm's way. 
"These attacks have come in the form of conspiracy theories, dangerous falsehoods, efforts to bully and intimidate career public servants by repeatedly and publicly singling them out, and threats of actual violence," Garland will say in his speech inside the Great Hall at Justice Department headquarters, according to prepared remarks provided to reporters. 

    


"Through your continued work, you have made clear that the Justice Department will not be intimidated by these attacks. But it is dangerous -- and outrageous -- that you have to endure them." 
It's the attorney general's latest broadside against claims that his department has been politically weaponized under the Biden administration to go after former President Donald Trump, who was indicted by a special counsel appointed by Garland in two separate criminal cases.




Garland does not mention Trump or Republicans in the excerpts. Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, has repeatedly accused prosecutors of bringing politically motivated criminal cases against him. Republicans have also falsely claimed that New York criminal case, in which Trump was convicted of 34 felony counts in May, was orchestrated by Biden and the Justice Department. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

During testimony before a House committee in June, Garland told lawmakers that he "will not be intimidated" by the attacks on the department, which he said will continue to work "free from political influence." 

    


Garland came into office pledging to restore the department's reputation for political independence after four tumultuous years under Trump. But Garland has faced an onslaught of criticism over his department's handling of politically sensitive cases, including the prosecution of Democratic President Joe Biden's son Hunter, who pleaded guilty last week to federal tax charges in a case brought by a different special counsel. 
In his speech, Garland will say that department employees have made clear through their work that they "do not bend to politics" and that they "will not break under pressure." 
"The choices you make in every investigation, in every filing, in every trial, in everything you do to ensure the fair and impartial application of the law make this Department and our democracy worthy of the public we serve," Garland will say, according to his prepared remarks. "And for that, you deserve respect."
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                    President Joe Biden walk over to talk with reporters before leaving the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, to travel to New York. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As part of the 30th anniversary of the signing of the landmark Violence Against Women Act, the White House on Thursday is set to announce new efforts to address online harassment and abuse, and to help ease housing issues that many survivors of domestic violence face when they are trying to escape abusers. 
President Joe Biden wrote and championed the bill as a U.S. senator. It was the first comprehensive federal law that focused on addressing violence against women and sought to provide support for survivors and justice. It sought to shift the national narrative around domestic violence at the time; that it was a private matter best left alone. 
The White House said that between 1993 and 2022, domestic violence rates dropped by 67% and the rate of rapes and sexual assaults declined by 56%, according to FBI statistics. 

    


During a hearing on domestic violence in 1990, Biden told the committee that "for too long, we have ignored the right of women to be free from the fear of attack based on their gender. For too long, we have kept silent about the obvious." 
Biden spent years advocating for the law, moved by horrible stories of domestic violence. In 1994 it was passed with bipartisan support. 




Biden is expected to speak on Thursday during a celebration marking the anniversary, where he'll detail ongoing efforts to strengthen the law including the Justice Department is announcing more than $690 million in grant funding, including efforts to serve orders of protection electronically and strategies that seek to address online gender-based violence, a growing problem that law enforcement struggles to combat.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Federal agencies also sent out reminders on housing rights for survivors of domestic violence who live in federally funded homes, including that they can request emergency housing transfers.
Jen Klein, the White House gender policy adviser, said the measures are meant to keep pushing efforts to help survivors of domestic violence.

    


"While we have made tremendous progress since VAWA was signed into law in 1994, we also know that much work remains in the fight to prevent and end gender-based violence," she said. 
The law was reaffirmed in 2022, but it almost didn't happen. The sticking point was a provision in the last proposal, passed by the House in April 2019, that would have prohibited persons previously convicted of misdemeanor stalking from possessing firearms.
Under current federal law, those convicted of domestic abuse can lose their guns if they are currently or formerly married to their victim, live with the victim, have a child together or are a victim's parent or guardian. But the law doesn't apply to stalkers and current or former dating partners. Advocates have long referred to it as the "boyfriend loophole." 
Expanding the restrictions drew fierce opposition from the National Rifle Association and Republicans in Congress, creating an impasse. Democrats backed down and did not include the provision.
That provision was later addressed in Biden's bipartisan gun safety legislation signed by Congress later that year, and now prohibits people convicted of misdemeanor crimes in dating relationships from purchasing or possessing firearms for at least five years.
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                    President Joe Biden speaks to reporters outside of St. Edmond's Roman Catholic Church in Rehoboth Beach, Del., after attending a mass, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden will host the leaders of Australia, India and Japan next weekend in his Wilmington, Delaware, hometown, the White House announced, as he looks to burnish his legacy before leaving office in January.
Biden was the first American president to host a summit of the so-called Quad leaders in 2021, with annual summits since then, as the U.S. looked to pivot its foreign policy focus to the Indo-Pacific region to counter China. This will be the first time Biden has hosted foreign leaders in Delaware during his presidency, as he has been spending more time in his home state since dropping his bid for reelection in July.
Press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Biden's decision to host Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida in Wilmington was "a reflection of his deep personal relationships with each of the Quad Leaders, and the importance of the Quad to all of our countries."
"The Quad Leaders Summit will focus on bolstering the strategic convergence among our countries, advancing our shared vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific region and delivering concrete benefits for partners in the Indo-Pacific in key areas," Jean-Pierre said.
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            Venezuela's President Nicolas Maduro addresses government loyalists gathered at the presidential palace in support of his reelection one month after the presidential vote, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)
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            FILE - Venezuelan opposition presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez waves to supporters during a political event at a square in the Hatillo municipality of Caracas, Venezuela, June 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)
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            3 of 3 | 
            Opposition leader Maria Corina Machado speaks during a protest against the reelection of President Nicolas Maduro one month after the disputed presidential vote which she claims the opposition won by a landslide, in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Aug. 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Cristian Hernandez)
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            FILE - Venezuelan opposition presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez waves to supporters during a political event at a square in the Hatillo municipality of Caracas, Venezuela, June 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- The U.S. government on Thursday responded to Venezuela's disputed July presidential election by imposing sanctions against 16 allies of President Nicolas Maduro, accusing them of obstructing the vote and carrying out human rights abuses.
Those targeted by the Treasury Department include the head of the country's high court, leaders of state security forces and prosecutors. The move came days after the departure into exile of Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia, the former diplomat who represented the main opposition parties and claimed to have won the July 28 presidential election by a wide margin.
Venezuela's electoral authorities declared Maduro the victor hours after polls closed, but unlike previous presidential elections, they never released detailed vote tallies to back up their claim arguing that the National Electoral Council's website was hacked. To the surprise of supporters and opponents, Gonzalez and opposition leader Maria Corina Machado shortly afterward announced not only that their campaign had obtained vote tallies from over two-thirds of the electronic voting machines used in the election but also that they had published them online to show the world that Maduro had lost.

    


Global condemnation over the lack of transparency prompted Maduro to ask Venezuela's high court, stacked with ruling party loyalists, to audit the results. The court reaffirmed his victory.




Experts from the United Nations and the Carter Center, which observed the election at the invitation of Maduro's government, determined the results announced by electoral authorities lacked credibility. The U.N. experts stopped short of validating the opposition's claim to victory but said the faction's voting records published online appear to exhibit all of the original security features.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Rather than respecting the will of the Venezuelan people as expressed at the ballot box, Maduro and his representatives have falsely claimed victory while repressing and intimidating the democratic opposition in an illegitimate attempt to cling to power by force," Secretary of State Antony Blinken said in a statement.

    


The State Department said it is placing new visa restrictions on Maduro allies who are accused of impeding the vote and repressing Venezuelans. The department did not name those individuals.
The potential effect of the individual sanctions and visa restrictions announced Thursday is unclear. Previously punished Maduro loyalists still play key roles in Venezuela's government, including as vice president, attorney general and defense minister.
A senior Biden administration official told reporters that the U.S. expects the latest announcement to "prompt deeper reflection" among the Maduro allies about how far they will go to help him in his effort to stay in power. The official spoke on condition of anonymity under ground rules set by the administration.
The Treasury has penalized more than 140 current or former Venezuelan officials. The State Department has identified nearly 2,000 people as possibly facing visa restrictions over allegations of corruption, undermining democracy or violating Venezuelans' human rights.

    


Venezuela's government released a statement that characterized the latest set of sanctions as a "rude act that seeks to ingratiate itself with a political class that has resorted to fascist and violent practices to overthrow, without success," Maduro. 
A joint statement from more than 50 countries that was delivered Thursday at the United Nations by Panama's foreign minister, Javier Martinez-Acha Vasquez, called on Venezuela's National Electoral Council "to immediately publish" the tally sheets and "allow for the impartial verification of results by independent observers to promote credibility, legitimacy, and a transparent electoral process." 
The signatories, including the U.S., Spain, Chile and South Korea, also denounced the repression measures that Maduro's government has been accused of carrying out after the election, including arbitrary detentions, intimidation tactics and killings.

    


"We express deep concern with the politically motivated arrest warrant by Venezuelan authorities" that was issued Sept. 3 for Gonzalez and "has forced him into exile," according to the statement.
Gonzalez, in a statement posted on X, tried to reassure voters of his pledge to see a government transition in Venezuela.
"My commitment to the mandate I have received from the sovereign people of Venezuela is unwavering," he wrote. "The battle that Maria Corina Machado and I have led remains unwavering."
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris shake hands before the start of an ABC News presidential debate at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- "60 Minutes" is scheduling its quadrennial interview special with the presidential candidates to air in less than a month, hoping for the best even after its session with former President Donald Trump went off the rails in 2020.
With no other debates between Trump and his Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, currently scheduled after Tuesday's event in Philadelphia, a "60 Minutes" sitdown would represent one of the few times left for voters to evaluate the two candidates back to back.
The Sunday newsmagazine wants to do it on Monday, Oct. 7, since CBS is airing the American Music Awards the night before.
Neither candidate has yet agreed to appear but their campaigns have been talking to CBS, said Bill Owens, executive producer of "60 Minutes." Trump campaign spokesman Steven Cheung said "stay tuned" when asked about his candidate's plans. The Harris campaign did not immediately respond to an inquiry from The Associated Press.

    


"I'm confident that this is going to work," Owens said. "For either campaign, it wouldn't be a great look if they turned down an opportunity to be on '60 Minutes.'"




The vice presidential candidates, Tim Walz and JD Vance, are also invited to participate, he said.
Four years ago, then-President Trump walked out early following a contentious interview with the show's Lesley Stahl, and his campaign later sent out an unedited tape of the session that it had taken. While campaigns are allowed to tape the interviews, "I would hope that they don't do that again," Owens said. "I hope that we have a serious conversation."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Correspondent Scott Pelley, not Stahl, has been assigned to interview Trump this year; Owens said that was not in response to what happened four years ago.
During that interview, Stahl interrupted Trump to say "you know that's not true" when he claimed to have presided over the "greatest economy in the history of the country."

    


Trump later criticized Stahl's "constant interruptions and anger." When an offscreen voice gave the two of them a five-minute warning for the expected end of the interview, Trump said "I think we've had enough" and walked away.
Later, Stahl said that Trump and Vice President Mike Pence had insulted "60 Minutes" by essentially giving campaign speeches and not answering questions.
"60 Minutes" has assigned Bill Whitaker to interview Harris. The old-school "60 Minutes" style, where the interviews are taped in advance and crafted into a story by editors, is becoming more a rarity in campaigns, with candidates more commonly seen in live interviews or appearances.
"60 Minutes" begins another season on Sunday, with Pelley examining the Jan. 6, 2021 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. Continuing an experiment from last year, the newsmagazine will have six expanded 90-minute editions in coming months.
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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            FILE - Angela Alsobrooks, the Democratic nominee for the US Senate in Maryland, speaking at the Democratic National Convention, Aug. 20, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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            FILE - Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester, D-Del., speaks during the Democratic National Convention, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Senate has the potential for history-making this fall, with not one, but two, Black women possibly elected to the chamber, a situation never seen in America since Congress was created more than 200 years ago.
Delaware's Lisa Blunt Rochester marks the milestone by saying that the reason she does this work is not about making history, "but to make a difference, an impact, on people's lives." 
Maryland's Angela Alsobrooks said that people like her, and stories like hers, don't usually make it to the U.S. Senate, "but they should."
If the two Democratic candidates prevail in their elections this November, their arrival would double the number of Black women -- from two to four -- who have ever been elected to the Senate, whose 100 members have historically been, and continue to be, mostly white men.
Never in the Senate have two Black women served together at the same time.

    


"I have to pause and think, How is that possible?" asked Debbie Walsh, director of the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University.
"It's not that white male attorneys' perspective shouldn't be at the table," said Walsh, but "they shouldn't be the only thing at the table."




To be sure, there are a many stairs to climb before Senate history would be made this election, where not only the White House, but control of Congress is being fiercely contested, and essentially a toss-up. The Senate races, in particular, are heated, grueling and costly.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Blunt Rochester is almost assured to defeat the Republican candidate after Tuesday's uncontested primary for the seat held by retiring Democratic Sen. Tom Carper in the small state that is home to President Joe Biden and where she is the at-large representative to the House. But the race in Maryland between Alsobrooks and Republican Larry Hogan, the popular former governor, is expected to be tight to the finish -- and it could determine which party takes majority control in the Senate.

    


Alsobrooks upended conventional wisdom to beat back wealthy David Trone in the primary to replace retiring Democratic Sen. Ben Cardin by amassing deep grass roots and party support, showcased in a notable campaign ad with hundreds of backers. She is the former State's Attorney for sprawling Prince George's County and is now its top County Executive.
On their private text chain Blunt Rochester says they call themselves "sister senator to be," as they run down-ballot from Vice President Kamala Harris -- a friend and colleague who became the second Black woman ever elected to the Senate when she won in 2016 -- in her own historic run for the White House. 
The first Black woman elected to the Senate, Democratic Sen. Carol Moseley Braun of Illinois in 1992, served a single term. Harris was the second. And a third Black woman, Sen. Laphonza Butler, was appointed to fill out the term of long-serving California Sen. Dianne Feinstein, who died in 2023. 
"People are anxious and excited at the same time," said Glynda C. Carr, the president and CEO of Higher Heights for America, an organization that works to elect Black women to office.

    


What's striking about their campaigns is the way the two women embrace their own backgrounds but also, like Harris, don't dwell on the historic firsts they would bring to the job, leaving it to the voter to see their Blackness and hear their voices as women.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"The vast majority of us know that we have so much more in common than what separates us," Harris said on the debate stage this week, brushing past Trump as he revived questions about her race.
On the campaign trail Blunt Rochester has shared the story of the Reconstruction Era documents showing her great, great, great-grandfather, who had been enslaved in Georgia, as now having the right to vote.
As she reminisces on that history, "what we've come through as a country," she said she also thinks of what she will pass on to her own new baby granddaughter.
"There isn't a cookie cutter way to run" for office, Blunt Rochester told AP. 
Blunt Rochester and Harris are close, both entering Congress the same year and often sitting together at Congressional Black Caucus events. "The most important thing is that we show up as our authentic selves," she said, adding "because it requires all of our different and diverse lived and work experiences."

    


Alsobrooks launched her campaign for the Senate in a video telling her family's story of leaving South Carolina for Maryland after her great-grandfather was shot and killed by a sheriff's deputy after a traffic stop. 
As a young prosecutor she first met Harris, then attorney general in California, a friendship that formed more than a decade ago.
But unlike 2016, when Hillary Clinton ran for president in a white suit symbolic of the suffragettes, the 2024 Senate candidates are positioning themselves more broadly in a way that may appeal to a wider electorate but also signals the cultural shift as the country becomes more diverse and Congress becomes more reflective of the electorate.

    


"We learned from 2016, we're not going to lead with identity in the same way that Hillary Clinton did," said Aimee Allison, founder of She the People, an organization that supports women of color in American leadership.
Allison said a new generation of candidates is showing you can be "holding multiple identities" at once. "It's demonstrating you have a heart for people who you're not like ... but deserve to be served by government and deserve representation."
The challenges Black women face to get to this point in the campaign are steep, rooted in a two-party political system that has often been slow to support Black women candidates and quick to doubt their ability to win statewide office, despite the qualifications.
Over the years, the parties have not always shared ample resources with Black women candidates who strategists said proved they could have had more success in several close races, creating a Catch-22 loop that reinforces biased attitudes against their electability.
In fact, the Senate may have been poised to swear in another Black woman, Rep. Barbara Lee, who ran for the open seat from California after Feinstein's death but fell short during a multi-candidate primary. Rep. Adam Schiff ran a strong campaign to become the Democratic front-runner with wide party support and is expected to handily win the seat that is now filled temporarily by Butler. 
With the Senate heading toward a 50-50 split, tens of millions of dollars are being spent in Maryland, where the popular Hogan was recruited by Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell to help the GOP win back the majority. 
Hogan and Alsobrooks appear to generally appreciate one another. Alsobrooks said Hogan was a good governor, but warns that in the Senate he would be a decisive GOP vote.
Hogan's campaign said he greatly respects Alsobrooks, and is proud of the work they did together during his administration. 
"Our campaign has been laser-focused on Maryland and Marylanders -- their local concerns and priorities, and the opportunity to elect an independent swing vote who will put the best interests of the state above party-line politics," said Hogan campaign spokeswoman Blake Kernen.
During the Democratic National Convention the two women candidates held an event at a historic Black history museum in Chicago with Moseley Braun delivering remarks and Butler introducing them.
Blunt Rochester, noting her own powder blue power suit with its padded foundation, said she's standing on the shoulders of those who came before her and has strong shoulders ready for those who come next.
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            Georgia State Sen. Kim Jackson holds her son as she takes part in a reproductive health town hall meeting at Neighborhood Church Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Erin Zweiner, a member of the Texas House of Representatives, poses for a photo in her office in front of a photograph with her daughter, Lark, taken at a political event, Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (AP Photo/Michael Thomas)
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            Erin Zweiner, a member of the Texas House of Representatives, poses for a photo at the State Capitol in Austin, Texas, Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Thomas)
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                                        Georgia Democratic Sen. Kim Jackson has two boys -- a 3-year-old and a 4-month old. Her older son attends daycare but finding someone to watch him when Jackson is campaigning for reelection in the evenings and on weekends is a tricky scheduling and financial puzzle. 
"It's really hard to be accessible to your constituents if you're not accessible during non-traditional daycare hours," Jackson said.
Georgia started allowing candidates to use money from their campaign finances to pay for child care costs in 2023. Jackson is taking advantage of the policy for the first time this year after she and her wife adopted their eldest son last year. 
"So much of me needing child care is about being able to do my job, which is to be with the people," Jackson said. "These funds make that easier."
Two thirds of states now allow candidates of any gender running for public office to use campaign funds to pay for child care expenses after the Federal Elections Commission approved the practice for federal candidates in 2018. While women with young children say it's monumental to their campaigns and usage is growing, the number of candidates taking advantage of the policies remains relatively low and numerous complex barriers keeping mothers from running for office persist. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Despite making up half of the population, women hold about 32.8% of all statehouse seats, according to the Center for American Women in Politics. Advocates for allowing campaign funds for child care say it is one avenue to reach more equal representation in government and including mothers at the table is crucial for their perspective on policy ranging from the economy to parental leave. 




Since 2018, more states have adopted policies permitting candidates to use campaign funds for child care, with 33 states now allowing it. Hawaii is the most recent, according to Vote Mama, a foundation that tracks the usage. Its political action committee arm supports left-leaning candidates.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

CEO and founder of Vote Mama Liuba Grechen Shirley said legislation garners bipartisan support and she sees all 50 states approving the usage in the next five years.

    


Exact guidelines vary from state to state but most define qualified usage to cover expenses that are the direct result of campaign activities. Candidates use funds to pay for babysitters, daycare and preschool. 
"This is how we get working people into office," Grechen Shirley said.
But from 2018 to 2022, only 87 candidates used the funds in state and local races, Vote Mama found. The group does not have data yet for the current election cycle. 
Grechen Shirley noted use grew each year. In 2018, about $10,000 of campaign funds were reportedly spent on child care, a number that grew to $225,567 in 2022. More women than men use the funds.
Only about 5% of state lawmakers are mothers to children under 18, according to the group. 
Candidates of color spent 70% of the total funds reported in the four-year period. Democratic candidates have overwhelmingly spent the most, with Republicans spending just 11% of the total reported, Vote Mama found. 

    


Some attribute limited usage to a lack of education on the topic. The more candidates use it, the more normalized it becomes, said Grechen Shirley, who originally asked the FEC for permission as a congressional candidate.
In West Virginia, Secretary of State spokesperson Mike Queen said his office isn't aware of anybody taking advantage of a law allowing the usage since it passed in 2021. Queen said staff have made a concerted effort to educate candidates, county clerks and organizations like rotary clubs about the policy.
"This is just one way to reach out to men and women with children to say, 'Hey listen, your input is important,'" he said. 
The law's lead sponsor, Democratic lawmaker Kayla Young, said the aging state needs the voices of parents when making policies, "particularly moms who in our society bear most of the child care load."
Grechen Shirely said campaign mangers have at times advised women not to use campaign funds for child care to avoid political attacks, similar to how candidates who take a salary from their campaigns might be criticized. 

    


"Women were always told not to talk about their motherhood and that's not just in politics but, frankly, in every field," she said. 
In years past, Texas legislators have made it a point to use campaign funds on child care to destigmatize it, "but none of us felt comfortable just digging all the way in," said Democratic state Rep. Erin Zwiener. Uncertainty about the guidelines and fear of being reprimanded are why she thinks some parents just avoid the hassle.
Zwiener ran for office in 2018 while pregnant with her now 6-year-old daughter. She's not using funds this year because her daughter is older and in school, but she used campaign funds for babysitting during the 2020 election cycle. 

    


Candidates who do use campaign funds to pay for child care expenses, though relatively small in number, say it's extraordinarily helpful to cover costs that easily pile up over time. 
Rep. Cara Pavalock-D'Amato, a five-term Republican in the Connecticut House of Representatives, said it was relatively easy campaigning with her infant son in 2018. But during the 2022 election, he was 4.
"Now that he's gotten older and they want to go outside and do all that stuff, it does become definitely harder," she said.
Pavalock-D'Amato said she probably won't use the funds this year because she's running unopposed. But during 2022, she relied on campaign funds to cover child care on weekends when she was door-to-door campaigning, spending about $500 to $1,000. She supported authorizing the use when it passed in 2021. 
"I know there's some people who voted against it, and I said, 'You guys must not have kids,'" she said.
Pushback and progress have taken many forms. In Connecticut, Caitlin Clarkson Pereira ran for state representative in 2018 when her daughter was 3, but her request to use campaign funds for child care was denied by an all-male commission that argued it was a personal expense. Pereira appealed the decision and later won in 2020, though she did not win her election. 
Georgia Democratic Sen. Nabilah Islam gave birth in July, four weeks early, and is considering using campaign funds to care for the newborn starting around October as she runs for reelection in suburban Atlanta. Islam said the state should have implemented the policy passed last year "decades ago."
Challenges for mothers seeking public office don't stop once elected. Legislating often requires commutes across big states and working obscure hours. Few make full-time salaries. 
Michigan Sen. Mallory McMorrow was the second woman to give birth while serving in the Senate. The state doesn't allow the use of campaign funds for child care and the Senate does not have a parental leave policy, but McMorrow decided to take a leave after giving birth to her daughter shortly after the start of the legislative session. 
"It was a calculated political risk," McMorrow, a Democrat, said. 
McMorrow navigated breastfeeding and postpartum depression while attending session. McMorrow said she would support using campaign funds while in office to pay for child care, which could be tracked along with other financial records kept by public officials. Twelve states have authorized such use, according to Vote Mama. 
"It's not like your child goes away when you get elected," McMorrow said. 
___
Associated Press writers Charlotte Kramon in Atlanta, Susan Haigh in Hartford, Connecticut, Leah Willingham Charleston, West Virginia, and Nadia Lathan in Austin contributed to this report. 
___
The Associated Press' women in the workforce and state government coverage receives financial support from Pivotal Ventures. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    Mike Lindell, CEO of My Pillow, talks before Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a news conference at Trump National Golf Club, Thursday, Aug. 15, 2024, in Bedminster, N.J. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Package delivery company DHL is suing MyPillow, alleging the company synonymous with its founder, chief pitchman and election denier Mike Lindell owes nearly $800,000 for unpaid bills.
The lawsuit is the latest legal dispute to emerge against MyPillow and Lindell, a prominent supporter of Donald Trump who has helped amplify the former president's false claims that the 2020 election was stolen from him.
In the lawsuit filed in Hennepin County District Court in Minneapolis on Monday, the DHL eCommerce unit alleges that MyPillow is in violation of a contract that requires the Minnesota-based company to pay for all parcel delivery services within 15 days of being billed. The lawsuit says they reached a settlement in May 2023 that required MyPillow to pay $775,000 in 24 monthly installments starting in April of this year.

    


But the lawsuit alleges that MyPillow has made only partial payments on that settlement, totaling $64,583.34, with the last one received on June 6. DHL says it notified MyPillow that it was in default on July 2. The lawsuit seeks $799,925.59, plus interest and attorney fees.




Lindell told The Associated Press on Thursday that he didn't know what the lawsuit was about, but that his company decided to stop using DHL over a year ago in a dispute over shipments that he said was DHL's fault.
Lawsuits and billing disputes are nothing new for the "MyPillow Guy." He's being sued for defamation by two voting machine companies. Lawyers who were originally defending him in those cases quit over unpaid bills.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A credit crunch last year disrupted cash flow at MyPillow after it lost Fox News as one of its major advertising platforms and was dropped by several national retailers. A judge in February affirmed a $5 million arbitration award to a software engineer who challenged data that Lindell said proved that China interfered in the 2020 election.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mike-lindell-mypillow-lawsuit-dhl-donald-trump-9538c00cb01f2b251b0aa62f8b2bf02a
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                    FILE - South Central District Judge Bruce Romanick listens to arguments by attorneys during a hearing challenging North Dakota's abortion laws, July 23, 2024, in Bismarck, N.D. (Brad Nygaard/The Bismarck Tribune via AP, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JACK DURA and JOHN HANNA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- A state judge struck down North Dakota's ban on abortion Thursday, saying that the state constitution creates a fundamental right to access abortion before a fetus is viable.
In his ruling, state District Judge Bruce Romanick also said that the law violates the state constitution because it is too vague.
Romanick was ruling on a request from the state to dismiss a lawsuit filed against the ban in 2022 by what at the time was the sole abortion clinic in North Dakota. The clinic has sinced moved across the border to Minnesota, and the state argued that a trial wouldn't make a difference. The judge had canceled a trial set for August.
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                    FILE - Dozens of tents were in place as part of a pro-Palestinian protest at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Mich., on Thursday, May 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ed White, File)
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                                        ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) -- Authorities months later have filed charges against nine people who are accused of trespassing or resisting police during the May break-up of a pro-Palestinian camp at the University of Michigan.
"The First Amendment does not provide a cover for illegal activity," Attorney General Dana Nessel said Thursday, a day after charges were filed in Washtenaw County.
The camp on the Diag, known for decades as a site for campus protests, was cleared by police on May 21 after a month. Video posted online showed police using what appeared to be an irritant to spray people, who were forced to retreat.
The university said the camp had become a threat to safety, with overloaded power sources and open flames.
Nessel said two people were charged with trespassing, a misdemeanor, and seven more people were charged with trespassing as well as resisting police, a felony.

    


Protesters have demanded that the school's endowment stop investing in companies with ties to Israel. But the university insists it has no direct investments and less than $15 million placed with funds that might include companies in Israel. That's less than 0.1% of the total endowment.
Separately, Nessel said state prosecutors charged two people for alleged acts during a counter-demonstration on April 25, a few days after the camp was created.
Nessel said authorities still were investigating spring protests at the homes of elected members of the university's governing board.
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            Palestinian flags are seen during a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Ezgi is spelled in candles on the sand during a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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            Media members and relatives gather outside the family house of Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, the 26 year-old Turkish-American activist killed by the Israeli military, in the City of Didim, Turkey, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            Mehmet, the father of Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, the 26 year-old Turkish-American activist killed by the Israeli military, center, sits with others outside the family house in City of Didim, Turkey, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            Mehmet, the father of Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, the 26 year-old Turkish-American activist killed by the Israeli military, sits outside the family house in City of Didim, Turkey, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)
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            Palestinian refugees walk outside their partly destroyed houses in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, during an Israeli army operation in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinian refugees walk past a damaged vehicle in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, during an Israeli army operation in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Palestinian refugees walk past rubble of a partly destroyed shop in the West Bank refugee camp of Tulkarem, during an Israeli army operation in Tulkarem, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)
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            Ezgi is spelled in candles on the sand during a vigil on Alki Beach for Aysenur Ezgi Eygi, a 26-year-old activist from Seattle, who was killed recently in the West Bank, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/John Froschauer)
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                                        The U.S. secretary of state said Thursday that the United States will continue to press Israel to do more to spare humanitarian sites in the Gaza Strip, a day after an Israeli airstrike on a U.N. school complex sheltering displaced Palestinians killed 14 people, including six U.N. staffers.
Meanwhile, Turkey announced its own investigation into the death of a Turkish American activist who was shot and killed by Israeli forces last week while protesting settlements in the occupied West Bank. And a Syrian pro-government media outlet and an opposition war monitor said an Israeli strike hit a car in southern Syria on Thursday, killing two people. 
The deaths at the U.N. school Wednesday came amid a spate of Israeli airstrikes across Gaza that killed at least 34 Palestinians, according to local officials. Among those killed were 19 women and children, they said.

    


The Health Ministry says more than 41,000 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza since the Israel-Hamas war began. It does not differentiate between fighters and civilians in its count. The war has caused vast destruction and displaced about 90% of Gaza's population of 2.3 million, often multiple times.




Hamas-led militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, in their Oct. 7 attack that sparked the war. They abducted another 250 and are still holding around 100. Around a third of them are believed to be dead.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Here's the latest:
Israeli military says Hamas brigade in Rafah has been dismantled
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military said Thursday that it has completed the destruction of Hamas' brigade in the city of Rafah, the southernmost city of Gaza. 
The military said in a statement that Israel had killed 2,000 militants and destroyed 13 kilometers (8 miles) of underground tunnel routes dug deep under the area. It also said that it had killed over 250 militants in Rafah's western Tel al-Sultan district in recent weeks, including the commander of the battalion and most of the chain of command.

    


Israel began its operation in Rafah in early May, forcing more than a million Palestinian civilians to flee the city. The Israeli offensive over the past 11 months has killed 40,000 Palestinians in Gaza, according to the enclave's health authorities that do not distinguish between civilians and militants.
Top Israeli intelligence commander has resigned, the military says
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military says that a top Israeli intelligence commander has announced his resignation, the second such senior figure to step down amid the fallout from Hamas' devastating Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel last year.
In a statement Thursday, the Israeli military said that Brig. Gen. Yossi Sariel, leader of Israel's vaunted military intelligence Unit 8200, notified the army of his plans to step down and leave his post "in the near future."
Earlier this year, the head of Israeli military intelligence, Maj. Gen. Aharon Haliva, announced his resignation over his role in the army's stunning failure to anticipate or quickly respond to the deadliest assault in Israel's history.
On Oct. 7, Hamas militants blasted through Israel's border defenses, rampaged through communities unchallenged for hours, and killed 1,200 people, most of them civilians, while taking roughly 250 hostages into Gaza.

    


The attack set off the war against Hamas in Gaza, now in its 11th month.
The 8200 division's long-held reputation as a formidable spy unit that produced some of the country's top high-tech entrepreneurs and chief executives has suffered since its apparent failure to detect the Hamas-led attack. 
Israeli military says it has killed two Hezbollah militants in southern Syria
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military said Thursday that its warplanes struck and killed two Hezbollah militants in southern Syria, the latest in a series of attacks on the Iran-backed Shiite group near the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights.
The military identified one of those killed as Ahmed al-Jabr. It accused al-Jabr of conducting militant operations in the Syrian province of Quneitra near the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights.
Hezbollah did not announce the deaths of any militants Thursday. But a Syrian pro-government radio, Sham FM, and an opposition war monitor, the Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, reported that an Israeli strike hit a car in southern Syria, killing two people in the village of Khan Arnabeh.

    


Israel has frequently carried out such airstrikes over the past months on the edge of the Golan Heights, captured by Israel during the 1967 Mideast war and annexed in 1981.
Israel says it is targeting Iran-linked militants. Israel has vowed to stop Iranian entrenchment in Syria, where thousands of Iran-backed fighters are deployed. Syria is a key route for Iran to send weapons to Lebanon's Hezbollah group.
The conflict between Israel and Hezbollah has escalated throughout the past 11 months of the Israel-Hamas war, largely along Israel's tense northern border with Lebanon.
Hezbollah on Thursday claimed several attacks on northern Israel and the Israeli military reported air raid sirens set off by the militant group's explosive drones falling in open areas. The Israeli military also said it intercepted a "suspicious aerial target" that crossed from Lebanon into Israeli territory.

    


Medical teams in Gaza wrap up their final day of a polio vaccination campaign 
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip -- The World Health Organization says medical teams in Gaza are wrapping up the final day of an emergency polio vaccination campaign following the discovery of the territory's first-known case of the illness in more than 25 years.
Dr. Rik Peeperkorn, the U.N. health agency's representative, told reporters in a news conference from Gaza that the health workers had reached more than an estimated 552,000 children under the age of 5. They used a new oral polio vaccine targeting the specific type of polio seen in Gaza, which is a mutated strain that originated in an older oral vaccine.
Peeperkorn said WHO and its partners have yet to do a final analysis of how many children were actually covered, but added that it was more than expected. On Wednesday, Palestinian health officials said more than half a million Gaza children have been vaccinated.
"We are quite confident that we reached an enormous amount of children in this short time," Peeperkorn said, referring to the four-day vaccination campaign. He said authorities were aiming to cover more than 90% of children in this immunization round and in the second one, to be held next month.
Blinken says U.S. will continue to press Israel to do more to spare humanitarian sites in Gaza
WARSAW -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken says the United States will continue to urge Israel to do more to spare humanitarian sites in the Gaza Strip after an Israeli airstrike on a U.N. school complex sheltering displaced Palestinians killed six U.N. staffers.
When asked on Thursday at a news conference in the Polish capital about Israel's bombing of the school complex in central Gaza the day before, Blinken told reporters that "we need to see humanitarian sites protected."
"That's something we continue to raise with Israel," he said.
Wednesday's strike on the U.N.-supported al-Jaouni Preparatory Boys School in Nuseirat refugee camp, in central Gaza, killed at least 14 people, including two children and a woman, hospital officials said. Among those killed were six staffers from the U.N. Palestinian refugee agency, known as UNRWA, the main U.N. relief agency in Gaza.
UNRWA described the strike as the deadliest single incident for its staff members. Among those killed at the school, it said, were the manager of the shelter and others working to help the thousands of displaced people taking refuge there, including teachers.
The head of UNRWA, Philippe Lazzarini, said at least 220 UNRWA staffers have been killed in Gaza since Israel's military offensive began in response to Hamas' deadly Oct. 7 attack on Israel.
The Israeli military said it was targeting Hamas militants planning attacks from inside the school.
Blinken blamed Hamas for continuing to hide its fighters among civilians and said the bombing "underscores the urgency" of reaching a cease-fire in the embattled territory.
WHO says the Emiratis have evacuated nearly 100 wounded and sick Palestinians from Gaza 
CAIRO -- The World Health Organization says the United Arab Emirates has evacuated nearly 100 critically wounded and sick Palestinians from Gaza, including cancer patients, for medical treatment in the Gulf Arab state.
The U.N. health agency said on Thursday that a total of 252 Palestinians from Gaza, including 97 patients and their relatives, flew the previous day to Abu Dhabi in the UAE from the Ramon airport in Israel. 
It was the biggest exit of Palestinian medical patients in Gaza through Israel since the war began.
WHO said that the patients, among them 45 children and 52 adults, were suffering from severe injuries or critical conditions such as brain tumors and amputations. It was the second such evacuation flight that the UAE has coordinated to provide advanced medical care to Palestinians.
With few exceptions, Israel has barred Gaza's Palestinians from entering Israel throughout the war.
Gaza has been completely sealed off since May, when Israeli forces captured the Gaza side of the border with Egypt, including the Rafah crossing between Egypt and the coastal strip, leading to its closure.
A UN report says Palestinian economy is in 'free fall' since the Israel-Hamas war erupted 
GENEVA -- The Palestinian economy is "in free fall," the United Nations reported on Thursday, with production in Gaza plunging to one-sixth of its level before Israeli forces began a blistering military response to the Oct. 7 attack on Israel. 
The report from the U.N. Trade and Development also warned of "rapid and alarming economic decline" in the West Bank, citing expanded Israeli settlements, land confiscations, demolition of Palestinian buildings and violence by settlers as dampening economic prospects.
Economic output in Gaza plunged to just over $221 million in the half-year, including the last quarter of 2023 and first quarter of 2024 -- the last quarter for which figures are available -- or about 16% of the total figure for the same half-year period in 2022 and 2023, when the total was just over $1.34 billion, the agency said.
"The Palestinian economy is in free fall," Pedro Manuel Moreno, the agency's deputy secretary-general, told reporters and urged the international community to "address the humanitarian crisis and lay the groundwork for lasting peace and development."
That would include a "comprehensive recovery plan" for Palestinian areas, more international aid, the lifting of Israel's blockade on Gaza, as well as the release of revenue and withheld funds for Palestinians retained by Israel, he said.
Israel will revoke press accreditations for Al-Jazeera reporters working in the country
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli body that accredits journalists said on Thursday that it will revoke the press cards of Al-Jazeera reporters working in the country.
The move comes after Israel shut down the Qatar-based broadcaster's local operations in May. Authorities already prevent Al-Jazeera broadcasts and block its websites. 
Israel accuses Al-Jazeera of incitement and threatening national security over its coverage of the war in Gaza.
Nitzan Chen, the director of the Government Press Office, said "the use of GPO cards in the course of the journalists' work could in itself jeopardize state security at this time of military emergency."
Al-Jazeera denies the allegations and has accused Israel of trying to silence its coverage.
With several correspondents reporting from inside Gaza, the channel has provided round-the-clock coverage of the war since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack that ignited it. Its coverage has focused on civilian casualties in Gaza, and it often airs Hamas videos and statements in their entirety.
Israeli strikes have killed four Al-Jazeera reporters since the start of the war. The government office said the revocation of the press cards would be subject to a hearing. It will apply to Al-Jazeera journalists and broadcasters but not producers or photographers. 
Turkey launches its own probe into the killing of Turkish American activist in the West Bank
ANKARA, Turkey -- Turkey's justice minister says his country is investigating the death of a Turkish American activist shot and killed by Israeli forces last week while protesting settlements in the occupied West Bank.
The 26-year-old activist from Seattle was taking part in a demonstration against settlements in the Palestinian territory when she was fatally shot last Friday. Israel is investigating the killing of Aysenur Ezgi Eygi and its military later said she was likely shot "indirectly and unintentionally" by soldiers. 
Turkish Justice Minister Yilmaz Tunc said on Thursday that the Ankara chief prosecutor's office was leading the Turkish probe. He also called on U.N. agencies, including the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, to investigate.
Tunc said Turkey would present its findings to a U.N. court overseeing a genocide case against Israel filed by South Africa over the war in Gaza.
"We will take every judicial step for our martyred daughter, Aysenur," Tunc said.
Meanwhile, the Turkish Foreign Ministry said Eygi's body was likely to be brought to Turkey on Friday. Her burial is scheduled to take place in the Aegean coastal town of Didim, in western Turkey, in line with her family's wishes.
An uncle of the slain Turkish American activist says the US should protect the rights of its citizens everywhere 
DIDIM, Turkey -- An uncle of the Turkish American activist killed by Israeli forces during a protest in the occupied West Bank said the United States needs to protect the rights of its citizens everywhere. 
Ali Tikkin also welcomed Vice President Kamala Harris's remarks about the shooting that killed Aysenur Ezgi Eygi in which the U.S. vice president said the activist's death was unacceptable and demanded "complete accountability" for it. 
The U.S. should "protect the rights of its citizens and follow them to the end," said Tikkin, who is married to Eygi's aunt.
He spoke on Thursday in the Turkish Aegean coastal town of Didim, where Eygi is expected to be buried, describing the 26-year-old from Seattle as a "free-spirited person" who began traveling the world on her own at an early age.
"Even at the age of 18 or 19, she went to different countries of the world on her own. First she started traveling out of curiosity. Later she took part in organizations by the United Nations," he said. "She was sensitive to events happening around the world."
The Israeli military said this week that Eygi was likely shot "indirectly and unintentionally" by soldiers. But Tikkin stressed that her family believes she was deliberately targeted by Israeli soldiers.
"There was no error or accident," he said. "I think it was a message to the world."
An airstrike hits a car in southern Syria, killing 2 people, pro-government media and a war monitor say
BEIRUT -- A Syrian pro-government radio and a war-monitoring group say an Israeli strike hit a car in southern Syria, killing two people. The Sham FM didn't give further details on the Thursday morning strike on the village of Khan Arnabeh, near Syria's Israeli-occupied Golan Heights.
The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, an opposition war monitor, also reported that two people were killed in the airstrike, without giving further details.
There was no immediate comment from Israel, which has carried out such airstrikes over the past months on the edge of the Golan Heights, captured by Israel during the 1967 Mideast war and annexed in 1981. Israel says it is targeting Iran-linked militants.
Israel has vowed to stop Iranian entrenchment in Syria, where thousands of Iran-backed fighters are deployed. Syria is a key route for Iran to send weapons to Lebanon's Hezbollah group.
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            Image released by the Police of the Donetsk Region that shows a police officer looking at a burning Red Cross vehicle that was destroyed in a Russian strike in the Donetsk region on Thursday Sept. 12, 2024. (Police of the Donetsk Region via AP)
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            Doctor Hans Henri P. Kluge, WHO Regional Director for Europe speaks to media during a press conference in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Doctor Hans Henri P. Kluge, WHO Regional Director for Europe, reads notes before a press conference in Kyiv, Ukraine, Thursday Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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            Image released by the Police of the Donetsk Region that shows a burning Red Cross vehicle that was destroyed in a Russian strike in the Donetsk region on Thursday Sept. 12, 2024. (Police of the Donetsk Region via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- The World Health Organization issued a stark warning on Thursday about a potential health crisis in Ukraine as the country faces its third winter of war since Russia's full-scale invasion. 
The warning came as three Red Cross staff members were killed by artillery strikes in eastern Ukraine Thursday. The deadly strikes, which left two others wounded, hit a Red Cross truck that was delivering firewood in the war-divided Donetsk region, the organization said. Photos released by local police showed the truck engulfed in flames. President Volodymyr Zelenskyy blamed Russia for the attack, which he said warranted a "firm and fundamental" response from the international community. Mirjana Spoljaric, president of the International Committee of the Red Cross, added: "Our hearts are broken today as we mourn the loss of our colleagues and care for the injured. This tragedy unleashes a wave of grief all too familiar to those who have lost loved ones in armed conflict." Relief agencies and Western governments are ramping up civilian aid to Ukraine to protect its hospitals and power systems ahead of the winter as Russia continues daily airstrikes across the country to try and cripple its electricity infrastructure. The World Health Organization warned Thursday that the severe damage to energy and health facilities is leaving millions vulnerable as temperatures drop. 

    


"Ukraine is approaching its third winter amid a full-scale war -- likely its most challenging yet. The renewed focus on health is more critical than ever," Hans Kluge, the WHO's regional director for Europe, told reporters in Kyiv. 




Since the start of Russia's full-scale invasion in February 2022, the U.N. agency has recorded nearly 2,000 attacks on Ukraine's health care infrastructure, which it said is having a severe impact on the largely public health system.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Targeted attacks have damaged Ukraine's energy infrastructure. Frequent power outages are already taking a toll with danger signs for the winter," Kluge said after a visit to front-line regions in eastern Ukraine.

    


"This could jeopardize the storage and distribution of vaccines, leading to a rise in vaccine-preventable diseases," he said. Other concerns, he said, included possible contamination of the water system due to frequent power outages and growing signs of antimicrobial resistance because of a misuse of antibiotics.
"We have stories of wounds that simply will not heal due to resistance to antibiotics," Kluge said. "This could have consequences far beyond Ukraine if drugs become ineffective."
WHO plans to install 15 heating units at hospitals at risk of further attack as well as a network of treatment clinics in areas where health care access is difficult, as part of initiatives by local Ukrainian authorities and Western governments. The agency is also racing to provide generators and other backup power options, and also help implement state-planned health system reforms.
Early work on those projects, Kluge said, focused on Kharkiv, Ukraine's second-largest city in the east, which has come under frequent Russian attack. Earlier this week, the agency also announced that it had organized the donation of 23 ambulances to assist medical services in mostly front-line areas.
___ Keaten reported from Geneva, Switzerland. Associated Press writers Derek Gatopoulos and Illia Novikov in Kyiv, Ukraine, contributed to this report. ___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            FILE - A Palestinian child walks with a bicycle by the rubble of a building after it was hit by an Israeli airstrike, in Gaza City, Oct. 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)
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            FILE - People speak during a Security Council meeting about the war in Gaza at United Nations headquarters, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, file)
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The Palestinian economy is "in free fall," the United Nations reported Thursday, with production in Gaza plunging to one-sixth of its level before Israeli forces began a blistering military response to the Oct. 7 attacks in the territory.
The report from UN Trade and Development, or UNCTAD, also warned of "rapid and alarming economic decline" in the West Bank, citing expanded Israeli settlements, land confiscations, demolition of Palestinian buildings and violence by settlers.
The report made no mention of corruption in Palestinian institutions. 
"The Palestinian economy is in free fall," Pedro Manuel Moreno, the agency's deputy secretary-general, told reporters in Geneva. "The report calls for the international community to halt this economic free fall, address the humanitarian crisis, and lay the groundwork for lasting peace and development."

    


That would include a "comprehensive recovery plan" for Palestinian areas, more international aid, the lifting of Israel's blockade on Gaza, and the release of revenues and withheld funds for Palestinians retained by Israel, he said. 
Gaza's economy was weak even before the war, when unemployment was close to 50%, but the war has brought it to a near-standstill, with the U.N. estimating that roughly 90% of the territory's population has been displaced, many living in squalid tent camps and dependent on international aid.




The war has also hurt the West Bank. After the Oct. 7 attacks, Israel immediately revoked work permits that allowed some 150,000 Palestinians to work inside Israel, depriving them of a key source of income.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A military crackdown that Israel says is aimed at militants has also rippled through the economy, with frequent army raids and military checkpoints making it difficult for people to work or move around.
With violence continuing, there's little sign of any recovery plan being launched anytime soon.

    


Mutasim Elagraa, who coordinates UNCTAD's assistance to Palestinians, said: "If we want to return Gaza to pre-October 2023, we need tens of billions of dollars, or even more, and decades."
The ultimate goal is "to put Gaza on a path of sustainable development," which will take more time and money, he said.
Economic output in Gaza plunged to just over $221 million in the half-year including the last quarter of 2023 and first quarter of 2024 -- the last quarter for which figures are available -- or about 16% of the total figure for the same half-year period in 2022 and 2023, when the total was just over $1.34 billion, the agency said.
Meanwhile, more than 300,000 jobs in the West Bank -- home to some 3 million Palestinians -- have been lost, driving unemployment rates up to 32%, up from under 13% before the conflict, the agency reported.
By early this year, as much as 96% of Gaza's farming assets, including livestock farms, orchards, machinery and storage facilities, had been "decimated," UNCTAD said. 
Over 80% of businesses were damaged or destroyed, and the damage has continued to worsen, it said.
Since the 1990s, Israel has collected import duties for Palestinians -- leaving about two-thirds of all Palestinian tax revenue under the control of the Israeli government. Israel has repeatedly withheld or suspended the payments, accusing the Palestinian Authority of encouraging violence or taking hostile steps against Israel in the U.N. and other international bodies.

    


From 2019 through April this year, Israel had withheld or deducted a total of more than $1.4 billion, crimping the ability of Palestinian officials to provide public services and pay salaries, pensions and debts, it said. The European Union last month said it paid some $43 million to help the Palestinian Authority pay salaries and pensions in the West Bank.
Israel's offensive in Gaza has killed at least 41,084 Palestinians and wounded another 95,029, the territory's Health Ministry said. The ministry's count does not differentiate between civilians and militants. 
Israel launched its campaign vowing to destroy the Palestinian group Hamas after the Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel in which militants killed some 1,200 people and abducted 250 others.
------
Associated Press journalist Josef Federman in Jerusalem contributed to this report. 
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Russia has launched a counter-offensive in its Kursk region to dislodge Ukraine's forces who stormed across the border five weeks ago and put Russian territory under foreign occupation for the first time since World War II, Ukraine's president said Thursday. 
Russia's Defense Ministry said that Moscow's forces had recaptured 10 settlements in Kursk and listed their names but didn't describe the fighting as a counter-offensive. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Russia was taking "counter-offensive actions" but that Ukrainian forces had anticipated the moves and were ready to fight.
Ukraine launched its daring incursion into Kursk on Aug. 6, partly in the hope that Russia would divert its troops there from Donetsk in eastern Ukraine where a push by the Russian army is threatening to overrun a belt of key defensive strongholds.

    


The cross-border operation also raised Ukrainian morale after months of gloomy news from the front by exposing Russian vulnerabilities and seizing some initiative on the battlefield. It also sought to establish a buffer zone to prevent Russian attacks.




Moscow's muddled response suggested Russia hadn't planned for such a development and was caught by surprise. Assembling forces for a counterattack, given the long distances involved and other demands along the 1,000-kilometer (600-mile) front line, was expected to take some time.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Russian army has been hacking its way deeper into eastern Ukraine, especially Donetsk, and has battered Ukrainian territory with relentless missile and drone attacks.
A Russian missile attack Thursday killed three people and injured two others, all of them Ukrainian workers with the International Committee of the Red Cross, Ukraine's Human Rights Ombudsman, Dmytro Lubinets said.
The toll was the largest among staffers at the Geneva-based humanitarian organization since a bomb blast killed three at the Aden airport in Yemen in 2020.

    


The key eastern Ukraine city of Pokrovsk is without a drinking water supply or natural gas for cooking and heating, authorities said, as the Russian army's attritional slog across the Donetsk region lays waste to public infrastructure and forces civilians to flee their homes.
A water filtration station in Pokrovsk was damaged in recent fighting, and more than 300 hastily drilled water wells are the city's last source of drinking water, Donetsk regional Gov. Vadym Filashkin said.
The previous day, Russians destroyed a natural gas distribution station near Pokrovsk, Filashkin said. Some 18,000 people remain in the city, including 522 children, he said. More than 20,000 people have left in the past six weeks as Russian forces creep closer to residential areas, Filashkin said.
"Evacuation is the only ... choice for civilians," he added.
Pokrovsk is one of Ukraine's main defensive strongholds and a key logistics hub in the Donetsk region. Its capture would compromise Ukraine's defensive abilities and supply routes and would bring Russia closer to its stated goal of capturing the entire Donetsk region, which it partially occupies.

    


Russian troops backed by artillery and powerful glide bombs have turned Donetsk cities and towns such as Bakhmut and Avdiivka into bombed-out shells, though the push has cost Russia heavily in troops and armor.
Ukrainian forces have held out as long as possible, even when strongholds such as Chasiv Yar appeared to be in danger of imminent collapse. 
Russia has fired missiles especially at the power grid, potentially dooming Ukrainians to a bitterly cold winter this year.
The United States and Britain pledged nearly $1.5 billion in additional aid to Ukraine on Wednesday during a visit to Kyiv by their top diplomats. Much of that will go to restoring the electricity supply.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said, "we're again seeing Putin dust off his winter playbook, targeting Ukrainian energy and electricity systems to weaponize the cold against the Ukrainian people."
An overnight drone attack on Konotop, a town in Ukraine's northern Sumy region, largely knocked out the electricity supply, regional officials said.

    


The blasts also blew out an "incredibly high number" of windows in the city and damaged many of the town's tram tracks, Mayor Artem Semenikhin said.
Russia launched a total of 64 Shahed drones and five missiles over eastern, central, and northern regions of Ukraine, Ukraine's air force said in its Thursday morning report.
Ukraine has expressed frustration that its Western partners won't let it use sophisticated modern weapons they supply to hit places inside Russia where the missiles and drones are launched from. Some Western leaders fear that would trigger an escalation of the war.
But after Iran recently supplied ballistic missiles to Russia, according to the U.S., those rules of engagement could be set to change in coming days as heavier Russian bombardments could swamp Ukraine's meager air defenses.

    


Pentagon spokesman Lt. Col. Charlie Dietz said Thursday that U.S. long-range guided missiles, such as ATACMS, wouldn't be able to reach all the locations from where Russia launches some of its assets. He added that "the supply of ATACMS is finite, and we need to be judicious about where and when they are deployed."
In other developments, Ukrainian Military Intelligence claimed to have shot down a Russian Su-30SM jet over the Black Sea.
A post on the agency's social media Thursday said the warplane was hit with a portable surface-to-air missile.
Also, Zelenkskyy posted photos of a ship loaded with grain that he said was struck by a Russian missile Thursday shortly after leaving Ukrainian territorial waters.
The merchant ship was taking wheat to Egypt, Zelenskyy wrote on his Telegram page, adding that nobody was injured in the strike. 
Ukraine last year managed to break through Russia's Black Sea blockade and ship millions of tons of grain using a route that hugs Ukraine's southern coast.
___
Tara Copp in Washington and Jamey Keaten in Geneva contributed.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Ukraine at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, welcomes by Polish Foreign Minister Radoslaw Sikorski, right, for talks in Warsaw, Poland, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, Pool)
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                                        WARSAW (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken wrapped up a three-nation, Ukraine-focused European tour in Poland on Thursday after hearing repeated appeals from Ukrainian officials to use Western-supplied weaponry for long-range strikes inside Russia. 
Blinken traveled to Warsaw after spending a day in Kyiv with British Foreign Secretary David Lammy during which they pledged to bring the Ukrainian requests to their leaders. 
U.S. President Joe Biden and British Prime Minister Keir Starmer are to meet in the United States on Friday amid signs both Washington and London are growing more receptive to allowing the Ukrainians to use their arms to hit targets farther inside Russia than previously okayed. 
"As what Russia's doing has changed, as the battlefield has changed, we've adapted," Blinken said at a news conference in Warsaw.
Biden has allowed Ukraine to fire U.S.-provided missiles across the border into Russia in self-defense, but has largely limited the distance they can be fired.

    


Just last week Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin met with Ukraine president Volodymyr Zelenskyy and pushed back on the long-range ask, noting that Ukraine has already been able to strike inside Russia with its own internally produced systems including drones.




One of the key requests from Kyiv is to strike with U.S.-produced Army Tactical Missile Systems, or ATACMS. The Pentagon has noted they wouldn't be the answer to the main threat Ukraine faces from long-range Russian fired glide bombs, which are being fired from more than 300 kilometers away, beyond the ATACMS reach, said Pentagon spokesman Lt. Col. Charlie Dietz. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In addition, the U.S. supply of ATACMS missiles, which can cost up to $1.5 million each depending on the variant, are "finite," Dietz said. "We need to be judicious about where and when they are deployed."
At Ramstein Air Base last week Austin said the arguments the Ukrainians have used for long range strikes are like the discussions the U.S. had with Ukraine over Abrams tanks. While those systems were ultimately provided, they are currently not being used. 

    


"I don't believe one specific capability will be decisive, and I stand by that comment," Austin said in Germany.
In Warsaw, Blinken said, "One of the purposes of my visit to Kyiv yesterday was to hear from our Ukrainian partners what they believe they need now to deal with the current battlefield, including in eastern Ukraine and other parts of the country"
"I can tell you that as we go forward we will do exactly what we have already done, which is we will adjust as necessary ... in order to defend against Russian aggression," Blinken said.
He delivered a similar message in Kyiv a day earlier. In both cases, the language was similar to that which he used in May, shortly before the U.S. green-lit Ukrainian use of U.S. weapons just inside Russian territory.
The diplomatic visit unfolded as Russia's bigger and better-equipped army bears down on Ukraine's eastern Donetsk region and conducts aerial attacks on cities across the country using missiles, glide bombs and drones that claim many civilian casualties.

    


NATO member Poland, which shares a border with Ukraine, has been supportive of the Ukrainians and Blinken heard requests for easing weapons-use restrictions from Polish Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski. 
Sikorski argued that Ukraine should be allowed to use Western weapons against Russia in self-defense, because "Russia is committing war crimes by attacking civilian targets."
"Missiles that hit these civilian targets are fired from bomber aircraft from over the territory of Russia. These bombers take off from airfields on Russia's territory," Sikorski said. "A victim of aggression has the right to defend itself."
"So I believe that Ukraine has the right to use Western weapons to prevent war crimes," Sikorski added.
Blinken also met in Warsaw with President Andrzej Duda and Prime Minister Donald Tusk, who share Sikorski's pro-Ukraine stance.
On Wednesday, Blinken and Lammy announced that the United States and Britain had pledged nearly $1.5 billion in additional aid to Ukraine during their visit to Kyiv. Blinken announced more than $700 million in humanitarian aid, while Lammy confirmed that his country would provide another $782 million in assistance and loan guarantees. 

    


Much of the effort was aimed at bolstering the energy grid that Russia has repeatedly pounded ahead of an expected difficult winter.
Ukraine's wish list is long and non-military assistance is certainly on it, but Ukrainian officials made clear their most important ask is for easing restrictions on where Western weapons can be used. Air-raid sirens sounded repeatedly during the visit, causing delays in their schedule and forcing them to cancel a wreath-laying ceremony.
Blinken said he would bring the discussion with Zelenskyy about the missiles "back to Washington to brief the president" and that Biden and Starmer will "no doubt" talk about the issue when they meet in Washington.

    


Relations between Ukraine and its Western partners have been increasingly strained by Kyiv's repeated appeals for the West's authorization to use long-range weapons from the United States and other allies to strike targets deeper inside Russia.
That issue took on added urgency after Russia's latest reported acquisition of ballistic missiles from Iran, but Western leaders have so far balked at Ukraine's request, fearing that, if granted, it could escalate the war.
Zelenskyy has said that he has a plan for victory which includes several components, including goals Ukraine hopes to achieve on the battlefield as well as diplomatic and economic aims. 
In late August he described Ukraine's incursion into Russia's Kursk region as part of that plan, saying it had removed the Russian threat from Ukraine's Kharkiv, Sumy and Chernihiv regions. He has said he hopes to present the plan to both Harris and Trump in September, not knowing which will win the presidency.
"Let's count on some strong decisions, at least," Zelenskyy said Wednesday. "For us, it's very important."
___
Vanessa Gera contributed from Warsaw. Tara Copp contributed from Washington. 
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            A Palestinian woman sits next to sacks of flour outside the UN Relief and Works Agency, (UNRWA) aid distribution station in Gaza City, June 20, 2007. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra, file)
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            FILE - Boxes from Jordan wait in an inspection area for trucks carrying humanitarian aid supplies bound for the Gaza Strip, on the Palestinian side of the Erez crossing between southern Israel and Gaza, May 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, File)
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            FILE - Palestinians line up to receive meals at Jabaliya refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Mahmoud Essa, File)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- An Israeli airstrike last month demolished the top floor of a guest house in Gaza where World Food Program international staff were staying, the U.N. agency's director said Thursday, calling the situation "impossibly dangerous" for aid workers trying to feed the Palestinian population.
The previously undisclosed incident occurred Aug. 31 in the Nuseirat refugee camp, just days after WFP temporarily stopped aid deliveries to northern Gaza and halted staff movements when its team came under fire near an Israel checkpoint.
"It was always dangerous before. It's become impossibly dangerous now,'' McCain said. 
The World Food Program is in touch with the Israeli Defense Force over the strike on the house where 11 U.N. employees, including 10 WFP staff, were staying. None was injured and they have been evacuated to Jordan, where McCain met with them this week. 

    


The Israeli army did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
McCain said she has a simple message for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu: "Cease-fire, please. Cease fire! Stop! We need to feed these people,'' she said. "It's not just food. ... It's water and sanitation also."




While she and staff remain committed to their mission in Gaza, "We're right on the edge as to whether we even stay in there,'' McCain said. "I want to stay in there. I'm not suggesting we're going to pull out. But I have to take a look at what I am asking my people to do."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She emphasized the difficulty of operating in a so-called deconflicted zone that was supposed to be safe for humanitarian workers to operate.
Israel forces "are hitting places where we've been told it was safe, we have been told have been deconflicted and that refugees were safe. And it's not the case. It's not," she said. 
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump visits the Shanksville Volunteer Fire Company in Shanksville, Pa., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives on Air Force Two at Joint Base Andrews, Md., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. Harris is traveling to the Pentagon in Washington to participate in a ceremony marking the anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)
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                                        Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump are heading to swing states they hope to win, both of them trying to expand their narrow paths to victory in a closely fought presidential campaign.
Harris has her sights set on North Carolina, where she's scheduled to hold rallies in Charlotte and Greensboro on Thursday.
Trump is heading west to Tucson, Arizona, as he looks to stabilize his campaign, which continues to struggle to recalibrate nearly two months after Harris replaced President Joe Biden at the top of the Democratic ticket.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:
Former Republican Attorney General Alberto Gonzales says he's supporting Harris
Alberto Gonzales, a Republican who served as White House counsel and attorney general under President George W. Bush, announced Thursday that he'll be supporting Kamala Harris in this year's election.

    


He disclosed his support for the Democratic vice president in a Politico opinion column, where he described Donald Trump as "perhaps the most serious threat to the rule of law in a generation."
Gonzales' decision follows similar announcements by former Republican Vice President Dick Cheney and his daughter, former Rep. Liz Cheney.




Harris expected to attend discussion at National Association of Black Journalists
Vice President Kamala Harris is expected to participate in a discussion this month with the journalists at the National Association of Black Journalists, and will do more interviews particularly focused on battleground states as she campaigns for the presidency.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Harris didn't attend the NABJ annual convention in July because of scheduling issues that prevented an in-person appearance. Republican nominee Donald Trump did attend, and he falsely suggested Harris had misled voters about her race, and claimed she "happened to turn Black." He has repeated the falsehood several times since.
Harris is the daughter of a Jamaican father and an Indian mother, both immigrants to the U.S. As an undergraduate, Harris attended Howard University, one of the nation's most prominent historically Black colleges and universities, where she also pledged the historically Black sorority Alpha Kappa Alpha. As a U.S. senator, Harris was a member of the Congressional Black Caucus, supporting legislation to strengthen voting rights and to reform policing.

    


In response to Trump's comments, Harris said: "It was the same old show. The divisiveness and the disrespect," and she added: "And let me just say, the American people deserve better."
CBS' '60 Minutes' plans its presidential candidate showcase. But will Trump and Harris show?
"60 Minutes" is scheduling its quadrennial interview special with the presidential candidates to air in less than a month, hoping for the best even after its session with former President Donald Trump went off the rails in 2020.
With no other debates between Trump and his Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, currently scheduled after Tuesday's event in Philadelphia, a "60 Minutes" sitdown would represent one of the few times left for voters to evaluate the two candidates back to back.
The Sunday newsmagazine wants to do it on Monday, Oct. 7, since CBS is airing the American Music Awards the night before.

    


Neither candidate has yet agreed to appear but their campaigns have been talking to CBS, said Bill Owens, executive producer of "60 Minutes." Trump campaign spokesman Steven Cheung said "stay tuned" when asked about his candidate's plans. The Harris campaign did not immediately respond to an inquiry from The Associated Press.
Young women are increasingly likely to identify as liberal, a Gallup analysis finds

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Young women are more liberal than they have been in decades, according to a Gallup analysis of more than 20 years of polling data. 
Over the past few years, about 4 in 10 young women between the ages of 18 and 29 have described their political views as liberal, compared with two decades ago when about 3 in 10 identified that way.
For many young women, their liberal identity is not just a new label. The share of young women who hold liberal views on the environment, abortion, race relations and gun laws has also jumped by double digits, Gallup found.
Young women "aren't just identifying as liberal because they like the term or they're more comfortable with the term, or someone they respect uses the term," said Lydia Saad, the director of U.S. social research at Gallup. "They have actually become much more liberal in their actual viewpoints."

    


Michigan leaders join national bipartisan effort to push back against attacks on the election system
Former Michigan governors and elected officials from both parties are joining a wider effort to combat misinformation and attacks on voting and ballot-counting in several swing states ahead of the fast-approaching presidential election.
The Democracy Defense Project also includes former officials from a number of states where then-President Donald Trump tried to overturn his election loss in 2020, including Georgia. Their goal is to build trust in elections through radio and TV ads, media outreach and local engagement.
"We're going to jointly, wherever necessary, speak out when people try to call into question the integrity or the accuracy of our voting. We believe in our system and we don't appreciate people making up stories that are self-serving," former Michigan Gov. James Blanchard told The Associated Press ahead of the formal Thursday launch of the Michigan chapter.

    


Blanchard, a Democrat who served as governor from 1983 to 1991, is joined on the Michigan team by former Republican Gov. John Engler, former Democratic Lt. Gov. John Cherry and former Republican U.S. Rep. Mike Bishop.
Democrats claiming Florida Senate seat is in play haven't put money behind the effort to make it so
Florida Democrats made bold claims last week about their chances in a state that has steadily grown more conservative in recent years. But so far they have not matched their words with the kind of money it will take to win there.
"Florida is in play," proclaimed Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, a former representative from Miami, at the start of a bus tour in defense of women's reproductive rights in Boynton Beach. Mucarsel-Powell is the choice of Florida Democrats to challenge incumbent Republican Sen. Rick Scott for one of a handful of Senate seats the GOP is defending this election cycle.
According to data from AdImpact, which tracks spending on advertising by political campaigns and their surrogates, Republicans have outspent Democrats on Florida's U.S. Senate race by roughly a 4-to-1 margin through Sept. 11, $12.7 million to $3.2 million. Based on ad spots currently reserved through the general election, that margin is expected to grow.
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            FILE - Crispy Pork Belly is presented at "Love & Thai" restaurant in Fresno, Calif., on Dec. 20, 2023. The Thai restaurant was wrongfully accused of abusing a dog to turn it into meat, a false claim rooted in a racist stereotype. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File)
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            FILE - Tito Thepkaysone cooks up some pad Thai at "Love & Thai" restaurant in Fresno, Calif., Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2023. The Thai restaurant was wrongfully accused of abusing a dog to turn it into meat, a false claim rooted in a racist stereotype. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel, File)
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            A car drives down Fountain Avenue in Springfield, Ohio, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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            A sign hangs from a street light at the intersection of Main Street and Fountain Avenue in Springfield, Ohio, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Vernon)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- It's a practice that's about as American as apple pie -- accusing immigrant and minority communities of engaging in bizarre or disgusting behaviors when it comes to what and how they eat and drink, a kind of shorthand for saying they don't belong.
The latest iteration came at Tuesday's presidential debate, when former President Donald Trump spotlighted a false online tempest around the Haitian immigrant community of Springfield, Ohio. He repeated the groundless claim previously spread by his running mate, JD Vance, that the immigrants were stealing dogs and cats, the precious pets belonging to their American neighbors, and eating them. The furor got enough attention that officials had to step in to refute it, saying there was no credible evidence of any such thing.




But while it might be enough to turn your stomach, such food-based accusations are not new. Far from it.

    


Food-related scorn and insults were hurled at immigrant Chinese communities on the West Coast in the late 1800s as they started coming to the United States in larger numbers, and in later decades spread to other Asian and Pacific Islander communities like Thai or Vietnamese. As recently as last year, a Thai restaurant in California was hit with the stereotype, which caused such an outpouring of undeserved vitriol that the owner had to close and move to another location. 
Behind it is the idea that "you're engaging in something that is not just a matter of taste, but a violation of what it is to be human," says Paul Freedman, a professor of history at Yale University. By tarring Chinese immigrants as those who would eat things Americans would refuse to, it made them the "other." 
In the US, foods can be flashpoints

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other communities, while not being accused of eating pets, have been criticized for the perceived strangeness of what they were cooking when they were new arrivals, such as Italians using too much garlic or Indians too much curry powder. Minority groups with a longer presence in the country were and are still not exempt from racist stereotypes -- think derogatory references to Mexicans and beans or insulting African Americans with remarks about fried chicken and watermelon.

    


"There's a slur for every almost every ethnicity based on some kind of food that they eat," says Amy Bentley, professor of nutrition and food Studies at New York University. "And so that's a very good way of disparaging people."
That's because food isn't just sustenance. Embedded in human eating habits are some of the very building blocks of culture -- things that make different peoples distinct and can be commandeered as fodder for ethnic hatred or political polemics.
"We need it to survive, but it's also highly ritualized and highly symbolic. So the birthday cake, the anniversary, the things are commemorated and celebrated with food and drink," Bentley says. "It's just so highly integrated in all parts of our lives."
And because "there's specific variations of how humans do those rituals, how they eat, how they have shaped their cuisines, how they eat their food," she adds, "It can be as a theme of commonality ... or it can be a form of distinct division."

    


It's not just the what. Insults can come from the how as well -- eating with hands or chopsticks instead of forks and knives, for example. It can be seen in class-based bias against poorer people who didn't have the same access to elaborate table settings or couldn't afford to eat the same way the rich did -- and used different, perhaps unfamiliar ingredients out of necessity.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Such disparagement can extend directly into current events. During the Second Gulf War, for example, Americans angry at France's opposition of the U.S. invasion of Iraq started calling french fries "freedom fries." And a much-used insulting term in the United States for Germans during the first two world wars was "krauts" -- a slam on a culture where sauerkraut was a traditional food.
"Just what was wrong with the way urban immigrants ate?" Donna R. Gabaccia wrote in her 1998 book, "We Are What We Eat: Ethnic Food and the Making of Americans." In reviewing attitudes of the early 20th century and its demands for "100% Americanism," she noted that "sauerkraut became 'victory cabbage'" and one account complained of an Italian family "still eating spaghetti, not yet assimilated."

    


The expanding food culture provides continuing fodder
Such stereotypes have persisted despite the fact that the American palate has significantly expanded in recent decades, thanks in part to the influx of those immigrant communities, with grocery stories carrying a wealth of ingredients that would baffle previous generations. The rise of restaurant culture has introduced many diners to authentic examples of cuisines they might have needed a passport to access in other eras.
After all, Bentley says, "when immigrants migrate to a different country, they bring their foodways with them and maintain them as they can. ... It's so reminiscent of family, community, home. They're just really material, multisensory manifestations of who we are." 

    


Haitian food is just one example of that. Communities like those found in New York City and south Florida have added to the culinary landscape, using ingredients like goat, plantains and cassava.
So when Trump said that immigrants in Springfield -- whom he called "the people that came in" -- were eating dogs and cats and "the pets of the people that live there," the echoes of his remarks played into not just food but culture itself.
And even though the American palate has broadened in recent decades, the persistence of food stereotypes -- and outright insults, whether based in fact or completely made up -- shows that just because Americans eat more broadly, it doesn't mean that carries over into tolerance or nuance about other groups.
"It's a fallacy to think that," Freedman says. "It's like the tourism fallacy that travel makes us more understanding of diversity. The best example right now is Mexican food. Lots and lots of people like Mexican food AND think that immigration needs to be stopped. There's no link between enjoyment of a foreigner's cuisine and that openness."
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                    FILE - Kubota excavators are displayed at a dealership in Butler, Pa., July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- U.S. wholesale price increases mostly slowed last month, the latest evidence that inflation pressures are cooling enough for the Federal Reserve to begin cutting interest rates next week.
The Labor Department said Thursday that its producer price index -- which tracks inflation before it reaches consumers -- rose 0.2% from July to August. That was up from an unchanged reading a month earlier. But measured from a year ago, prices were up just 1.7% in August, the smallest such rise since February and down from a 2.1% annual increase in July.
Excluding food and energy prices, which tend to fluctuate from month to month, so-called core wholesale prices moved up 0.3% from July and have risen 2.3% from August 2023.
Taken as a whole, last month's wholesale price figures suggest that inflation is moving back toward the Fed's 2% target level. After peaking at a four-decade high in mid-2022, the prices of gas, groceries and autos are either falling or rising at slower pre-pandemic rates. On Wednesday, the government reported that its main inflation measure, the consumer price index, rose just 2.5% in August from a year earlier, the mildest 12-month increase in three years. 

    


The pickup in core wholesale prices from July to August was driven by a 0.4% rise in the cost of services, such as internet access and banking. 




Goods prices were unchanged from July to August, with the cost of energy falling 0.9%. Wholesale food prices ticked up just 0.1% last month and are down 0.8% compared with a year earlier, a sign that grocery store prices, though still up nearly 25% since the pandemic, are now barely increasing. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The latest inflation figures follow a presidential debate Tuesday night in which former President Donald Trump attacked Vice President Kamala Harris for the price spikes that began a few months after the Biden-Harris administration took office, when global supply chains seized up and caused severe shortages of parts and labor.

    


During the debate, Trump falsely characterized the scope of the inflation surge when he claimed that inflation during the Biden-Harris administration was the highest "perhaps in the history of our country." In 1980, inflation reached 14.6% -- much higher than the 2022 peak of 9.1%.
The producer price index can provide an early sign of where consumer inflation is headed. Economists also watch it because some of its components, notably healthcare and financial services, flow into the Fed's preferred inflation gauge -- the personal consumption expenditures, or PCE, index.
In its fight against high inflation, the Fed raised its benchmark interest rate 11 times in 2022 and 2023, taking it to a 23-year high. With inflation now close to their target level, the Fed's policymakers are poised to begin cutting their key rate from its 23-year high in hopes of bolstering growth and hiring.
A modest quarter-point cut is widely expected to be announced after the central bank meets next week. Over time, a series of rate cuts should reduce the cost of borrowing across the economy, including for mortgages, auto loans and credit cards.
Other central banks in advanced economies such as Canada, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom have already cut rates. On Thursday, the European Central Bank reduced its benchmark rates for a second time this year, as both inflation and economic growth are cooling. 
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            Former Navalny's lawyers Igor Sergunin, left, Alexei Liptser, center, and Vadim Kobzev, right, appear in the cage during a court session in Petushki, Vladimir region, about 120 kilometers (75 miles) east of Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            Former Navalny's lawyer Igor Sergunin sits in the cage during a court session in Petushki, Vladimir region, about 120 kilometers (75 miles) east of Moscow, Russia, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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                                        PETUSHKI, Russia (AP) -- Three lawyers who once represented the late opposition leader Alexei Navalny went on trial Thursday in Russia, part of the Kremlin's unrelenting crackdown on dissent that has reached levels unseen since Soviet times.
Vadim Kobzev, Igor Sergunin and Alexei Liptser were arrested in October 2023 on charges of involvement with extremist groups, as Navalny's networks were deemed by authorities.
The case was widely seen as a way to increase pressure on the opposition to discourage defense lawyers from taking political cases.
At the time, Navalny already was serving a 19-year prison term on several criminal convictions, including extremism. That charge stemmed from a 2021 ruling that outlawed his organizations -- the Foundation for Fighting Corruption and a network of regional offices -- as extremist groups.
That ruling, which exposed anyone involved with the organizations to prosecution, was condemned by Kremlin critics as politically motivated and designed to stifle Navalny's activities. 

    


According to Navalny's allies, authorities accused the lawyers of using their position to pass information from him to his team.




Navalny, an anti-corruption campaigner and outspoken opponent of President Vladimir Putin, was arrested in 2021 upon his return from Germany, where he was recuperating from a nerve agent poisoning he blamed on the Kremlin. He was ordered to serve 2 1/2 years in prison.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After two more trials, his sentence was extended to 19 years. He and his allies said the charges were politically motivated and accused the Kremlin of seeking to jail him for life.
In December 2023, Navalny was moved from a penal colony in the Vladimir region east of Moscow to one above the Arctic Circle, where he died in February at the age of 47 under still-unexplained circumstances. His widow Yulia Navalnaya and members of his team alleged he was killed on orders by the Kremlin. Officials have rejected the accusations.

    


The trial of the three lawyers, who face up to six years in prison, also is taking place in the Vladimir region, in the town of Petushki, about 100 kilometers (60 miles) east of Moscow. The court refused a request to hold the proceedings in the capital, where the three were held in pre-trial detention. 
Russian media and rights activists reported in June that the three were transferred to a detention center in the Vladimir region.
The judge in the Petushki District Court on Thursday ordered the proceedings closed to the public, overruling objections from defense attorneys. Before the session was closed, the three appeared in a defendants' cage in the courtroom.
Two other Navalny lawyers, Olga Mikhailova and Alexander Fedulov, are on a wanted list but no longer live in Russia. Mikhailova, who had defended him for a decade, said she was charged in absentia with extremism.
For many Russian political prisoners, regular visits from lawyers -- especially in remote regions -- are a lifeline that keeps their loved ones informed about their well-being, as well as enabling them to push back against abuse by prison officials.
Kobzev, Liptser and Sergunin have been deemed to be political prisoners, according to human rights advocates from Memorial, Russia's most prominent rights group that won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2022. The group demands their immediate release.
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- The European Union's top diplomat on Thursday urged Lebanon and Israel to work on deescalating tensions along the border, saying that since his last trip to the region in January "the drums of war have not stopped pounding." 
The comments of Josep Borrell, the EU foreign policy chief, came as members of the militant Hezbollah group and Israel's military carried out cross border attacks along the tense frontier on Thursday.
Western and Arab officials have visited Beirut over the past year to try to reduce tensions along the Lebanon-Israel border, but Hezbollah officials have said they will only stop carrying out attacks along the border when Israel stops its offensive in the Gaza Strip.
"Since I lasted visited Lebanon in January the drums of war have not stopped pounding," Borrell told reporters in Beirut during a joint press conference with Lebanon's Foreign Minister Abdallah Bouhabib. "Since then the fears I was outlining have been growing, more escalation, fears of a spillover of the war in Gaza and fears of more widespread human suffering."

    


In late August, Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah pulled back after an exchange of heavy fire that briefly raised fears of an all-out war.




Borrell said that according to the United Nations more than 4,000 residential buildings have been completely destroyed in Lebanon and more than 110,000 Lebanese have been forced to leave their homes along the border. He said the same thing is happening on the Israeli side of the border. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The European official said that his message is that the European Union "stands on the side of the Lebanese people to help to overcome the threats and challenges as much as we can."
More than 500 people have been killed in Lebanon by Israeli strikes since Oct. 8, most of them fighters with Hezbollah and other armed groups but also more than 100 civilians. In northern Israel, 23 soldiers and 26 civilians have been killed by strikes from Lebanon.

    


"We need to deescalate military tensions and I use this opportunity to urge all sides to pursue this path," said Borrell, who on Tuesday visited U.N. peacekeepers deployed in southern Lebanon along the border with Israel.
He added that the "full and asymmetrical implementation" of the U.N. Security Council resolution that ended the summer 2006 Israel-Hezbollah war should pave the way for a comprehensive settlement including land border demarcation and allowing the return of people and reconstruction in the affected border areas. 
"The European Union is doing a lot but we don't have a magic wand," he said.
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Britain's much-loved but overstretched health system is in critical condition and must "reform or die," Prime Minister Keir Starmer said Thursday, claiming that years of neglect and botched restructuring had made the United Kingdom an increasingly unhealthy nation.
Starmer promised a 10-year plan to fix the state-funded National Health Service, which in recent years had gone from a source of national pride to a symbol of a state and society under growing strain.
"We are becoming a sicker society," Starmer said during a speech in London, pinning blame on the Conservative Party that was in power for 14 years until July.
"The last government broke the NHS," he said.
A national icon on life support
Founded in 1948 in a country determined to build a fairer society out of the ruins of World War II, the NHS provides free health care to citizens and residents, funded through taxation.

    


So critical to the national identity that its 75th birthday was marked with a thanksgiving service at London's Westminster Abbey, it has been dubbed Britain's secular religion -- though one in which some people are losing faith.
Even its most ardent supporters acknowledge the NHS is an unwieldy behemoth that has struggled for years to cope with an aging population and rising demand. Since the COVID-19 pandemic, waiting times for treatment have soared and public satisfaction has plummeted.




"Although the NHS does much good, patients repeatedly share their frustrations and confusion about accessing care," said William Pett of patients' group Healthwatch England. He added that "these challenges are not experienced equally, with poorer communities hit hardest."
A critical diagnosis

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Soon after Starmer's center-left Labour Party won a landslide victory in the July 4 election, the government ordered a review of the NHS led by surgeon and former health minister Ara Darzi. In a report published Thursday, Darzi said he was "shocked by what I have found."

    


He blamed more than a decade of "almost constant reorganization" along with "austerity and capital starvation" under Conservative governments for a deterioration "not just in the health service but in the state of the nation's health." 
The NHS "has faced rising demand for health care from a society in distress," Darzi said.
U.K. health spending grew by 2.4% a year between 2019 and 2024, according to the Institute for Fiscal Studies, down from an average of 3.6% over the longer term. Demand is growing much faster, as the British population grows larger and older. And the coronavirus pandemic piled on more pressure -- sucking up resources, draining staff physically and emotionally, and creating a huge backlog of delayed tests and treatments.
The result, Darzi said, is that Britain has "appreciably higher cancer mortality rates than other countries," while improvements in heart disease mortality rates have stalled since 2010. The British Heart Foundation said the number of people dying from cardiovascular disease is at the highest level in 14 years.
The Conservatives pointed out that Darzi, now a member of the House of Lords, was a health minister in a previous Labour government. Victoria Atkins, the Conservative Party's spokeswoman on health issues, said Darzi's report was a "cover for the Labour Party to raise our taxes in the budget in October."

    


"We need to have a grown-up conversation about the NHS, but this is not the way to go about it," Atkins told Sky News.
Prescription for recovery
Darzi said that fixing the health system will require spending more on health than on illness.
"Too many people end up in hospital, because too little is spent in the community," he said.
Starmer, who claims the previous government left a 22 billion pound ($29 billion) "black hole" in the public finances, agreed with the need to move "from sickness to prevention." But he said the answer does not lie simply in spending more money.
"We have to fix the plumbing before turning on the taps," he said, proposing more local services and digital consultations, more treatment at home and reforms to improve productivity.
"The NHS may be in a critical condition, but its vital signs are strong," Starmer said. But he said the choice was between hiking taxes to meet "ever-higher costs" and reforming the system.

    


"We know working people can't afford to pay more, so it's reform or die," he said.
One option that is not being considered is a shift to a U.S.-style system of privately funded care. Even free-market Conservatives say -- at least in public -- that they support a free-to-use system funded by taxation.
"Nothing that I have found draws into question the principles of a health service that is taxpayer funded, free at the point of use, and based on need not ability to pay," Darzi said. 
"With the prominent exception of the United States, every advanced country has universal health coverage -- and the rest of the world are striving towards it."
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                                        COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) -- Sri Lanka's opposition leader contesting the presidential election next week said Thursday that if he comes to power he will renegotiate with the International Monetary Fund the 2022 economic reforms package to ensure that the rich pay more taxes and the poor see their conditions improve. The reforms were introduced after Sri Lanka defaulted on its foreign debt creating the worst economic crisis in its history.
Sajith Premadasa, the opposition leader in Parliament told The Associated Press in an interview that his party has already started discussions with the IMF to find ways to ease the tax burden on the people.
"We will be embarking on the third path, the middle path, the path is where wealth is created, the country grows and the wealth is equitably distributed," Premadasa said.
He said there needs to be "fundamental changes" to the current agreement between the IMF and Sri Lanka's government but those should be in a more "humanistic manner" to ensure that the burden on the people is lessened. 

    


"And if there are burdens that have to be imposed, the super-rich and the rich have to disproportionately take a bigger share of the burden rather than the working men and women of Sri Lanka."




Sri Lanka is in the middle of reforms and a debt restructuring program under an IMF agreement whereby taxes have been increased to boost state revenue. After the island nation defaulted on its foreign debt in 2022, borrowing was reduced and the printing of new currency notes was stopped by law.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


The opposition parties say however that many of the wealthy and those with connections with the authorities don't pay their taxes and the burden is borne by the middle classes and the poor through income taxes and value-added tax on goods and services. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The presidential election on September 21 is seen as a referendum on the reforms initiated by President Ranil Wickremesinghe. They have improved key economic figures, but their effects have yet to reach many ordinary people.

    


Premadasa criticized Wickremesinghe's economic policies saying that he is trying to find solutions through contraction. Premadasa said his policy is to "grow out of the problem" through an export-oriented, knowledge-based economy.
Premadasa, 57, is the son of a former president late Ranasinghe Premadasa who was assassinated by an ethnic Tamil separatist suicide bomber in 1993. 
He also contested the presidential election in 2019 and lost to Gotabaya Rajapaksa, who was forced to flee after two years amid angry protests against the country's economic meltdown. 
Unsustainable debt, a severe balance of payments crisis, the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the government's spending of scarce foreign reserves to prop up the country's currency, the rupee, led to a severe shortage of foreign currency and essentials such as fuel, medicine, cooking gas and food in 2022.
It sparked riots, forcing Rajapaksa to flee the country and later resign. Sri Lanka's parliament elected Wickremesinghe as president to cover Rajapaksa's remaining time.

    


Wickremesinghe is also contesting the election and is seeking approval for his economic agenda, promising rapid growth with an ambitious target of making Sri Lanka a developed nation by the centenary of its independence in 2048.
Inflation dropped to 0.5% last month from 70% two years ago under Wickremesinghe's administration. Interest rates have also come down, the rupee has rebounded, and foreign currency reserves have increased. Creditor countries such as India, Japan and France have agreed to defer debt repayments until 2028, giving the island nation space to rebuild its economy.
But professionals have been complaining of high taxes and all especially the poor have been affected by high living costs. 
Premadasa is one of the three leading candidates, from a total of 38, and is supported by many ethnic and religious minority groups. 
Premadasa said that he would prosecute those in the Rajapaksa administration who ordered cremating the dead bodies of Muslim COVID-19 victims, ignoring their religious sentiments at the height of the pandemic and pay compensation to their families. 

    


Authorities then had mandated cremation of the COVID-19 victims citing health and soil experts who had cautioned that the deadly virus could contaminate ground water.
Premadasa however called it a "racist policy."
Premadasa also said that he would allow maximum devolution of power to the ethnic Tamil majority in the northern and eastern provinces, a long-standing demand from the community. He also promised to call an international donor conference to help rebuild areas affected by a 26-year separatist civil war in those provinces.
The war killed at least 100,000 people. 
Premadasa also said he would bring closure to the issue of forcible disappearances and those who went missing in action.
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                    Australia's Deputy Prime Minister Richard Marles speaks at Parliament House in Canberra, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (Mick Tsikas/AAP Image via AP)
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Several serving and former Australian military commanders have been stripped of medals over allegations of war crimes committed during the Afghanistan war, Defense Minister Richard Marles said Thursday.
Holding commanders to account for alleged misconduct of Australian special forces between 2005 and 2016 was recommended by Maj. Gen. Paul Brereton in his war crime investigation. Brereton found that around 25 Australian Special Air Service Regiment and Commando Regiment troops were involved in the unlawful killings of 39 Afghans. 
"The allegations which are the subject of the Brereton Report are arguably the most serious allegations of Australian war crimes in our history," Marles told Parliament.
Marles wrote to commanders of those troops about medals they had received for their service during the periods war crimes allegedly occurred. He did not specify to Parliament how many he had written to or identify their ranks, citing privacy concerns.

    


The removal of medals was condemned by Australian Special Air Service Association chair Martin Hamilton-Smith as a betrayal of the courage and sacrifice of soldiers in Afghanistan.




"The government's decision overlooks the courageous leadership of these young officers on the battlefield based on unproven allegations that somewhere in a remote village unseen and unknown to these commanders, an unlawful act might have occurred on their watch," Hamilton-Smith said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Marles later explained the medals weren't stripped because of the officers' wrongdoing.
"No one is ... suggesting they knew what happened, were aware of it or didn't act -- that's not the issue," Marles told reporters.
"But the issue is that when you command a unit, you will receive often the benefits and the accolades of what that unit does irrespective of whether you've personally been right there in the front line and commensurately, you accept the responsibility of that unit in terms of what failings occur," Marles said. "Had we known what had occurred, would the medals have been granted?"

    


Opposition lawmaker Andrew Hastie, who as an SAS captain commanded troops in Afghanistan in 2013, said Australian political leaders and the military hierarchy should also be held accountable for war crimes.
"I believe that our troops were let down by a lack of moral courage that went up the chain of command all the way to Canberra -- including in this House," Hastie said, referring to the House of Representatives.
Hastie was not decorated for his service in Afghanistan and so was not among those officers stripped of medals.
"I want to be clear: Those who are alleged to have shed innocent blood are alone responsible for that. I do not say this to absolve or condemn anyone," Hastie said. "But those in the chain of command who saw the post-mission slide decks with the kill counts and pictures of dead individuals had an obligation to ask questions."
No Australian veteran has been convicted of a war crime in Afghanistan. But a whistleblower and former army lawyer, David McBride, was sentenced in May to almost six years in jail for leaking to the media classified information that exposed allegations of Australian war crimes.

    


In 2023, former SAS trooper Oliver Schulz became the first of these veterans to be charged with a war crime. He is accused of shooting dead a noncombatant in a wheat field in Uruzgan province in 2012.
Also last year, a civil court found Australia's most decorated living war veteran Ben Roberts-Smith likely unlawfully killed four Afghans when he was an SAS corporal. He has not been criminally charged.
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                                        BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- Hungary is exploring legal avenues for forcing the European Union's executive commission to reimburse it for funds it has spent on border protection, a minister said on Thursday, potentially deepening a conflict with the EU over Hungary's restrictive immigration and asylum policies. 
The Hungarian government has instructed the country's Minister for European Affairs to negotiate with the European Commission to resolve the conflict, which has seen Hungary fined 200 million euros ($220 million) for breaking the bloc's rules on granting asylum, Prime Minister Viktor Orban's chief of staff, Gergely Gulyas, told a news conference.
"In recent years, Hungary has spent an amount equivalent to 2 billion euros on the protection of the external Schengen border without receiving any contribution from the European Union," Gulyas said, referring to the 29-country Schengen zone in which people and goods can cross borders without document checks.

    


"We want to receive these costs from the Commission by legal means," he continued, "so we are even prepared to sue the European Commission." 




Hungary's staunchly anti-immigration government has long been at odds with the EU over its restrictive policy on providing protection for refugees and asylum seekers. But the conflict ratcheted up in June when the European Court of Justice ordered Hungary to pay a fine of 200 million euros for persistently breaking the bloc's asylum rules, and an additional 1 million euros per day until it brings policies into line with EU law. The government in Budapest is delaying payment.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In response to the fines, Orban's nationalist government threatened to provide immigrants with free bus transport from Hungary's southern border to the EU's headquarters in Brussels, something the bloc's powerful commission vowed on Tuesday would prompt retaliation from the EU. 

    


On Thursday, Gulyas clarified that only individuals who had received political asylum from Hungary would be eligible for the free travel to Belgium's capital. 
"Illegal immigrants will not enter Europe through Hungary and through the southern border of Schengen. Those who receive political asylum under the legal procedure in accordance with EU rules, and on the basis of their voluntary decision, are offered a one-way, free trip to Brussels," he said. 
Gulyas also lashed out at a recent decision by Germany to institute border checks along all of its nine frontiers in order to crack down on irregular migration, a decision that has called into question the durability of the Schengen zone and threatened to upend European unity. 
"Migration will tear Schengen apart. Germany is the one that is tearing Schengen apart," Gulyas said. 
Hungary has until Sept. 17 to submit payment of the fines imposed by the EU's top court.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hungary-ready-to-sue-eu-commission-immigration-d76edeecb179bd7aa6e74248302c9e9c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    A record 9 lawmakers are vying to become Japan's leader, with pledges of change and stronger defense | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A record 9 lawmakers are vying to become Japan's leader, with pledges of change and stronger defense

    A record 9 lawmakers are vying to become Japan's leader, with pledges of change and stronger defense

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 11 | 
            The candidates of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for the party's upcoming presidential election attend the meeting of their speeches at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept.12, 2024. Candidates are front row from from left, Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato, Digital Minister Taro Kono, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba and Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi at the party's headquarters n Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            2 of 11 | 
            This photo combination shows the candidates of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for the party's upcoming presidential election. Top row from left, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, and Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi. Middle row from left, Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, Digital Minister Taro Kono, and Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi. Bottom row from left, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi and former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato. Japan will have a new leader after outgoing Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's governing Liberal Democratic Party holds a vote on Sept. 27 to choose his replacement. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 11 | 
            Former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 11 | 
            Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Digital Minister Taro Kono, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's governing party, Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi, a candidate for the party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        A record 9 lawmakers are vying to become Japan's leader, with pledges of change and stronger defense

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 11 | 
            The candidates of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for the party's upcoming presidential election attend the meeting of their speeches at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept.12, 2024. Candidates are front row from from left, Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato, Digital Minister Taro Kono, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba and Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi at the party's headquarters n Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            This photo combination shows the candidates of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for the party's upcoming presidential election. Top row from left, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, and Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi. Middle row from left, Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, Digital Minister Taro Kono, and Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi. Bottom row from left, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi and former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato. Japan will have a new leader after outgoing Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's governing Liberal Democratic Party holds a vote on Sept. 27 to choose his replacement. (AP Photo)
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            Former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 11

                                    
                                    Former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 11 | 
            Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Digital Minister Taro Kono, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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                                    Digital Minister Taro Kono, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's governing party, Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi, a candidate for the party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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            Former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato, a candidate for the ruling Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, attends a joint speech session with other candidates, at the party's headquarters in Tokyo, Japan Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(Kyodo News via AP)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- A record nine Japanese lawmakers formally entered the race on Thursday to replace outgoing Prime Minister Fumio Kishida as head of the governing party and leader of the nation, hoping to regain public support for the party following corruption scandals.
Voting in the Sept. 27 Liberal Democratic Party leadership contest is limited to its lawmakers and 1 million dues-paying grassroots members, with the winner assured of becoming prime minister because of the governing coalition's domination of parliament. 
The vote comes as Japan is seeking to play a greater role in regional security, economics and diplomacy in response to threats from China, North Korea and Russia.
Kishida, who took office in 2021 and backed a rapid military buildup and doubling of defense spending, announced last month he is stepping down when his current three-year term as party leader and prime minister ends in September to allow a new leader to shake off damage from the corruption scandals.

    


The nine candidates include two women. None is expected to win a majority in the first round of voting because of the large number, and a runoff is likely.




Many of the candidates have stressed their ability to achieve reforms and tackle pressing issues such as Japan's declining birthrate, stagnating incomes, gender inequality and security threats.
"I will do everything to protect Japan," Shigeru Ishiba, a former defense minister and a favorite among the public, said in his 10-minute policy speech at the party headquarters. He called for the formation of an Asian version of NATO, noting that North Korea has test-fired missiles that have landed in waters off Japan's western coast.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This vote is about whether the LDP can change, and who can change it," said former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, a leading contender and the son of former popular Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi. "As prime minister, I will change Japan, which has fallen behind the times."

    


Koizumi pledged to accelerate reforms to create a society with greater choices for people, including the option for married women to keep their maiden names, a change that has been stalled for decades by his party's conservatives.
Digital Minister Taro Kono, another popular candidate who has served as defense and foreign minister, said Japan cannot rely solely on the United States for its protection and should play a greater role in regional security. "Unlike past leadership elections, when we mainly discussed the shape of our country, this race is about discussing how to shape the world," Kono said.
Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, seeking to become Japan's first female prime minister, said, "The single fact that I'm standing here at the starting line shows there is a new LDP, and it's a big step forward."
Party leadership votes used to be largely power struggles decided by leaders of rival factions who typically endorsed one candidate from their group, often by seniority. But reforms introduced by Kishida following a money donation scandal led to the dissolution of all but one faction, that led by former Prime Minister Taro Aso. That has allowed more diverse candidates, including younger lawmakers, to come forward.

    


Also running are Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, party Secretary-General Toshimitsu Motegi and former Health Minister Katsunobu Kato.
Starting Thursday, the candidates will campaign around the country to appeal to party supporters and participate in joint speech and debate sessions in Tokyo.
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            FILE - Former Michigan Gov. John Engler speaks at a news conference on Jan. 31, 2018, in East Lansing, Mich. (Dale G.Young/Detroit News via AP, File)
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            FILE - James Blanchard, former Michigan Gov. and former United States Ambassador to Canada, speaks during a break at a Board of Trustees meeting in East Lansing, Mich., May 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - Rep. Mike Bishop, R-Mich., makes a concession speech to his supporters at his campaign watch party in Rochester, Mich., on Nov. 7, 2018. (AP Photo/Jose Juarez, File)
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            FILE - Former Michigan Gov. John Engler speaks at a news conference on Jan. 31, 2018, in East Lansing, Mich. (Dale G.Young/Detroit News via AP, File)
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            FILE - James Blanchard, former Michigan Gov. and former United States Ambassador to Canada, speaks during a break at a Board of Trustees meeting in East Lansing, Mich., May 28, 2019. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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                                        LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Former Michigan governors and elected officials from both parties are joining a wider effort to combat misinformation and attacks on voting and ballot-counting in several swing states ahead of the fast-approaching presidential election.
The Democracy Defense Project also includes former officials from a number of states where then-President Donald Trump tried to overturn his election loss in 2020, including Georgia. Their goal is to build trust in elections through radio and TV ads, media outreach and local engagement.
"We're going to jointly, wherever necessary, speak out when people try to call into question the integrity or the accuracy of our voting. We believe in our system and we don't appreciate people making up stories that are self-serving," former Michigan Gov. James Blanchard told The Associated Press ahead of the formal Thursday launch of the Michigan chapter.

    


Blanchard, a Democrat who served as governor from 1983 to 1991, is joined on the Michigan team by former Republican Gov. John Engler, former Democratic Lt. Gov. John Cherry and former Republican U.S. Rep. Mike Bishop.




The focus on strengthening trust in elections in battleground states follows years of attacks on their election systems by Trump and his allies, who have consistently sought to undermine the 2020 presidential results. 
In Michigan, where 15 Republicans have been charged for acting as false electors, Trump pressured officials to not certify results, and armed protesters surrounded the secretary of state's home, alleging voter fraud.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Many officials and attorneys are preparing for similar challenges this year as Trump is warning his followers -- without evidence -- that Democrats will try to cheat.
While most Americans trust government-certified election results at least a "moderate" amount, Republicans are more likely to trust Trump and his campaign, according to a new survey from the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research and USAFacts. At the same time, a majority of Republicans believe Trump's lies that Joe Biden was not legitimately elected president.

    


During Tuesday's debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, Trump again cast doubt on the 2020 election results, even though his campaign lost dozens of court cases, his own attorney general said there was no evidence of widespread fraud, and reviews, recounts and audits in the battleground states where he disputed his loss -- including Michigan -- all confirmed Biden's win.
Bishop said hearing Trump continue to deny he lost the 2020 election was "painful to watch" and that he "turned the TV off at that moment."
"It was very disappointing to me to see this issue brought up again. I did not expect it. I don't think most people did," he said. "I do think it's a crushing blow for the Republican nominee."
Engler, who served as governor from 1991 to 2003, shared a similar sentiment, saying Trump "lost the election, he did not serve as president and he will not serve as president for one day in this four-year term."

    


"That's over. And he's foolish in my mind for continuing to dwell on this," said Engler.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Many other members of the Democracy Defense Project have condemned Trump's comments about the 2020 election. Even so, some still plan to support him this year, said the group's national spokesperson, Brian Jones, adding they "still believe in the importance of our election system and that the 2020 election was rightly decided."
The group is operating in eight states: Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
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            Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra reads the policy statement at parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Paetongtarn appeared Parliament for the first time to lay out how her government envisions to improve the country. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Thailand's Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, left, talks to Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra before making the policy statement at parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Paetongtarn appeared Parliament for the first time to lay out how her government envisions to improve the country. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Thailand's Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai, left, and Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra greets to lawmaker before making the policy statement at parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. Paetongtarn appeared Parliament for the first time to lay out how her government envisions to improve the country (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra arrives before making the policy statement at parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra makes the policy statement at parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.(AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra makes the policy statement at parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Thailand's Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra makes the policy statement at parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Thailand's new Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra vowed Thursday in her inaugural speech to Parliament to continue many of her predecessor's plans to solve the country's economic woes.
Paetongtarn, the leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party and daughter of former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, took office last month after a court ousted Srettha Thavisin from his post over an accusation that he had violated an ethics law by appointing a Cabinet member who had served time in prison in connection with a bribery case.
Pheu Thai formed a government headed by Srettha after members of the conservative Senate refused to endorse the prime minister nominated by the progressive Move Forward Party, which won the most seats in last year's general election.
Thailand is facing several economic challenges and Paetongtarn said Thursday her government will urgently address the issues of high household debt, the rising cost of living and lagging incomes "to bring the hope of Thai people back as soon as possible."

    


Among the government's more immediate plans are measures to relieve household debt and reduce the rising cost of electricity, petrol and transport, as well as to boost tourism and bring new technologies to the agricultural sector, she said.




Paetongtarn said the government will generate new income by legalizing and taxing the "informal economy" and the "underground economy." Although she provided no details, it was an apparent reference to plans to legalize casinos, which are being promoted as "entertainment complexes" that can attract revenue windfalls.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The draft of the law, sponsored by the Finance Ministry, says a casino would be allowed to operate within a complex that also houses other businesses such as a hotel, a convention hall, a mall or a theme park. Access to casinos will be restricted to those younger than 20 years old. They will be open for foreigners, while Thai citizens must pay 5,000 baht ($148) for an entrance fee, according to the draft.

    


She said the government will protect small businesses from unfair competition from foreign operators, especially on online platforms. Industry groups in Thailand have expressed increasing concern about an influx of cheap products from China that they say have hurt sales by domestic producers.
Paetongtarn said she will carry out Srettha's 10,000-baht ($296) digital cash handout program, although details in her speech were sparse. Officials from her administration have said the "Digital Wallet" program, initially promised during last year's election campaign to give cash handouts to all Thais aged 16 and older, will now prioritize vulnerable low-income groups. They are set to be paid a lump sum this month or by October, while others who are eligible may be paid in installments starting later this year.
In a shift from Srettha, who had vowed to make cannabis illegal again, Paetongtarn said her administration will support medical cannabis as a way to boost the economy, with regulations added to mitigate its social impact. Cannabis was decriminalized in Thailand in 2022, intended only for medicinal use, but in practice the market is virtually unregulated and there was a proliferation of retail shops catering to recreational users.

    


Fears of drug abuse, especially among young people, as well as concerns about health, prompted a public backlash, and during last year's election campaign Paetongtarn's Pheu Thai, along with other parties, pledged to restore measures to ban the drug. However, the government in July suddenly signaled it was backtracking from that pledge.
Paetongtarn said her government in the longer term will also address climate change, improve the quality of education and the universal healthcare system, and tackle political instability by drafting a more democratic constitution and reforming the bureaucratic system and the military.
The results of Thailand's elections last year revealed a strong mandate for change after nearly a decade under military control. Reforms to the military -- a powerful political player that has staged two coups since 2006 -- were part of Pheu Thai's campaign platform, although it hedged the pledge significantly after it took power and formed a government with pro-military parties.

    


Paetongtarn's rise to power, which made her the country's youngest leader and second female prime minister, represents the revival of the embattled political dynasty that began with her father Thaksin, a billionaire telecoms tycoon, who was elected prime minister in 2001 but ousted by a military coup in 2006.
She is the third close member of the Shinawatra clan to take the prime minister's job. Thaksin's sister, Yingluck Shinawatra, was Thailand's first female prime minister from 2011 to 2014. An in-law, Somchai Wongsawat, also served briefly as prime minister in 2008.

    


Thaksin remains a highly influential political figure and is seen as a de facto leader of Pheu Thai. His apparent dominance over the party has triggered controversy, including a petition to the Election Commission accusing Pheu Thai of allowing an outsider to control it, which could result in the party's dissolution.
After Thaksin was ousted in 2006, the military joined hands with other conservative forces in Thai society to try to thwart a comeback of his political machine. Thaksin's ouster triggered years of struggle between his supporters and his opponents, in the streets, in the courts and at the ballot box.
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            The U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration will move to reclassify marijuana as a less dangerous drug, a historic shift to generations of American drug policy that could have wide ripple effects across the country.
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            FILE - Young marijuana plants with state mandated identification tags grow in the indoor growing facility of Mockingbird Cannabis in Raymond, Miss., Friday, Jan. 20, 2023. (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File)
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                                        The U.S. is divided when it comes to state and federal marijuana policy, but recent political developments could move the country toward a greater acceptance of cannabis. 
Both major presidential candidates have signaled support for a federal policy change to reclassify marijuana as a less dangerous drug, and voters in several additional states will get a say this fall on legalization. 
Though still illegal under federal law, public approval of marijuana has grown significantly -- and so has the number of states where it's legally sold in stores. 
What does the law say?
Possessing marijuana is a federal crime punishable by fines and prison time. Selling or cultivating marijuana is a more serious federal crime, punishable by prison sentences of five years to life, depending on the quantity of the drug. 
But many states have abolished their own marijuana penalties. 

    


Twenty-four states and the District of Columbia -- representing 53% of the nation's population -- have legalized marijuana and now tax and regulate sales similar to alcohol, according to the Marijuana Policy Project, which supports legalizing cannabis. An additional seven states have removed jail sentences for possessing small amounts of marijuana. A total of 38 states and the District of Columbia have laws that allow the medical use of marijuana. 




What's happening in Washington?
The Justice Department in May proposed to reclassify marijuana from a Schedule I drug to a less dangerous Schedule III drug, which includes such things as ketamine and some anabolic steroids. But that switch involves a lengthy process. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Drug Enforcement Administration has set a Dec. 2 hearing to take comment on the proposal. That means a final decision could come after President Joe Biden leaves office in January. 
Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee for president, backs marijuana decriminalization and has said it's "absurd" that marijuana is classified as a Schedule I drug, alongside heroin and LSD. 

    


Former President Donald Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, also signaled support for the policy change this past week. He posted on his social media platform that he would "continue to focus on research to unlock the medical uses of marijuana to a Schedule 3 drug" and said he would vote "yes" on a Florida ballot proposal to legalize recreational marijuana. 
What's on the ballot? 

The Florida initiative would allow recreational sales to people over 21 from existing medical marijuana dispensaries, with the potential for the Legislature to license additional retailers. The proposal needs at least a 60% vote to pass and would take effect six months after voter approval. 
The campaign has been the costliest of nearly 160 measures on state ballots this year, attracting tens of millions of dollars of contributions primarily from supporters, according to the election tracking organization Ballotpedia. Among the opponents are the Florida Republican Party and Gov. Ron DeSantis, who has said it would reduce quality of life by leaving a marijuana stench in the air.
Voters in North and South Dakota will be asked for the third time whether to legalize marijuana beyond medical use. The measures need a simple majority to pass. 

    


Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen has said initiatives to legalize and regulate medical marijuana appear to have enough petition signatures to qualify for a statewide vote. He faces a Friday deadline to certify measures for the ballot.
What are people saying?

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


About 70% of American adults said marijuana should be legal in a Gallup poll taken last year, the highest level recorded by the polling firm since it first asked about marijuana policy in 1969. By contrast, only about one-third of respondents supported marijuana legalization 20 years ago. 
Last year's Gallup poll showed the highest support for marijuana among young voters, a key demographic in seven presidential battleground states.
An analysis of national survey data published earlier this year found that an estimated 17.7 million people reported using marijuana daily or near-daily in 2022 -- up dramatically from less than 1 million people in 1992. Though alcohol is still more widely used, the report marked the first time that the number of Americans who use marijuana just about every day surpassed the number who drink that often.

    


What's happening with similar drugs?
As legal marijuana becomes more widespread, some state officials are battling the sale of unregulated products derived from hemp, which is federally classified as distinct from marijuana. Some of those products are sold in packaging similar to common candies or chips and contain delta-8 THC, a synthesized from of CBD that's prevalent in hemp.
Some states have banned or restricted synthetic hemp products, including South Dakota and Wyoming, where new laws took effect July 1. Indiana authorities have warned stores to remove delta-8 THC products that they say also contain illegal amounts of the psychoactive delta-9 THC found in marijuana.

    


In Missouri, where marijuana was legalized in 2022, Republican Gov. Mike Parson raised concerns that certain hemp-derived products are being marketed to children and ordered a crackdown by the state health department. He joined with Attorney General Andrew Bailey on Tuesday to announce a task force focused on unregulated psychoactive cannabis products.
"We are not the only state facing this issue and not the only state taking action," Parson said.
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            FILE - Former Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell of Florida, center, now a Democratic candidate for the U.S. Senate, center, and Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz of Florida, right, help kick off a national "Reproductive Freedom Bus Tour" by the campaign of Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris and running mate Gov. Tim Walz, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Boynton Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla. speaks during a town-hall style meeting, Sept. 3, 2024, in Braselton. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            FILE - Former Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, who is the Democratic candidate for the U.S. Senate, speaks during a campaign event before launching a 75 stop tour across Florida, Aug. 28, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., is seen during the Republican National Convention, July 16, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla. speaks during a town-hall style meeting, Sept. 3, 2024, in Braselton. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart, File)
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            FILE - Former Rep. Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, who is the Democratic candidate for the U.S. Senate, speaks during a campaign event before launching a 75 stop tour across Florida, Aug. 28, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)
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            FILE - Sen. Rick Scott, R-Fla., is seen during the Republican National Convention, July 16, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)
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                                        BOYNTON BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- Florida Democrats made bold claims last week about their chances in a state that has steadily grown more conservative in recent years. But so far they have not matched their words with the kind of money it will take to win there.
"Florida is in play," proclaimed Debbie Mucarsel-Powell, a former representative from Miami, at the start of a bus tour in defense of women's reproductive rights in Boynton Beach. Mucarsel-Powell is the choice of Florida Democrats to challenge incumbent Republican Sen. Rick Scott for one of a handful of Senate seats the GOP is defending this election cycle.
According to data from AdImpact, which tracks spending on advertising by political campaigns and their surrogates, Republicans have outspent Democrats on Florida's U.S. Senate race by roughly a 4-to-1 margin through Sept. 11, $12.7 million to $3.2 million. Based on ad spots currently reserved through the general election, that margin is expected to grow.

    


The dynamics of the Senate race mirror what has happened in the presidential race in a state that used to be hotly contested by both parties' top-of-the-ticket candidates. Vice President Kamala Harris did not attend the launch of the bus tour and has not been to Florida as a candidate since she replaced President Joe Biden as the Democratic nominee for president in the race against Republican former President Donald Trump.




The Republicans' massive spending advantage may help to explain why Scott scoffs at the claims coming from Democrats about Florida being competitive.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They are so far from what Florida voters believe in, that they don't have a chance in the world of winning Florida," he said in an interview last week. "They don't have a chance of beating Trump, and they don't have a chance of beating me."
Mucarsel-Powell says her side is more in touch with voters on issues such as reproductive rights. She says ballot amendments on both abortion rights and legalizing marijuana will help Democrats turn out voters. She also said the switch from Biden to Harris gave Florida Democrats a burst of fresh momentum.

    


"This is momentum that has been building for quite some time, and her announcement just was like the tip of the iceberg on the momentum and the energy that was building here around the state of Florida," Mucarsel-Powell said in an interview.
A national AP-NORC survey conducted in July showed that about 8 in 10 Democrats said they'd be satisfied with Harris as the party's nominee for president, versus 4 in 10 Democrats in March saying they'd be satisfied with Biden as the nominee.
But Mucarsel-Powell's task remains formidable. Although some polling shows Scott leading narrowly in the Senate race, national Democrats have yet to invest heavily in Florida's expensive media markets. Harris, who has proven to be a prolific fundraiser since she became the Democratic nominee, recently allocated $25 million of her own campaign funds to help down-ballot Democrats in November -- with only $10 million of those funds going to U.S. Senate candidates. Harris' campaign did not respond to questions on how these funds were being allocated.

    


The Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee said it has spent money on staffing and digital advertising on the race but didn't specify how much. In a statement, they did not address plans for spending going forward but said: "Scott's unpopularity coupled with the strength of Debbie Mucarsel-Powell's campaign makes Florida one of Senate Democrats top offensive opportunities."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Scott, who has his eye on a Senate leadership position if he wins, said he would welcome a bigger effort from national Democrats.
"I hope they spend a bunch of money and waste it, because they don't have a chance of winning the Senate in Florida," he said.
Florida Democratic Party chair Nikki Fried said national Democrats showed their support by starting their bus tour in Florida and sending campaign representatives there to support Democratic candidates. Sen. Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota, who is in a strong enough position in her own reelection bid to work on behalf of other Democrats around the country, was one of several Democrats who joined Mucarsel-Powell at the start of the bus tour.

    


"They could have started anywhere else in the country. They started here in Palm Beach County, in Donald Trump's backyard," Fried said. "That shows how important Florida is, and that they are going to continue to watch what is happening on the ground, send surrogates here and making sure that we are in play for November."
About 150 people attended the bus tour event.
Fried acknowledged that Democrats have been outspent on advertising in Florida, but she said they're putting their energy into campaigning at the grassroots level. She said 40,000 new volunteers signed up after Harris entered the race and were making an all-out effort to knock on doors and reach out to Florida voters by phone.

    


This year's Florida ballot looks different from the one voters saw two years ago, where U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio and Gov. Ron DeSantis led the top of Florida's ticket. The governor had hoped to ride a wave of momentum from his emphatic 19-point victory to national prominence but was unable to loosen Trump's grip on the Republican Party nationally.
Trump, now a Florida resident, defeated Biden in Florida by 3.3 percentage points in 2020, further diminishing its status as a swing state.
Brian Ballard, a Republican political strategist who was a top fundraiser for Trump's 2020 presidential campaign, said the lackluster spending effort by Democrats will make it harder for Mucarsel-Powell to introduce herself to people across the state who don't recognize her -- as opposed to Scott, who was Florida's governor from 2010 to 2018 and has since then been serving in the Senate.
The lack of spending from the national party, Ballard said, is "usually a sign of a losing campaign."
"Florida is not in play," Ballard said. "I hope the Democrats commit and spend a lot of money in Florida on the presidential race. It'll move the needle not at all. If she's relying on Democrats spending on top of the ticket, she's relying on fool's gold."
The Florida contest has not drawn much attention from national Democrats, who are trying to hold onto far more Senate seats than Republicans this year. Instead, they have focused much of their energy and resources on defending seats they already hold, including in the red states of Ohio and Montana. Still, the Florida U.S. Senate race was close in late July, just before the Florida Senate primaries, according to a poll of Florida voters conducted by the University of North Florida's Public Opinion Research Lab.
Scott said in the interview that he isn't "taking a chance" by treating his own race lightly. And yet he has spent at least some of his time campaigning for other Republicans, including a trip across state lines to battleground Georgia last week for a town hall in Braselton, northeast of Atlanta.
"This is a team sport," Scott said of his efforts on behalf of other GOP candidates.
Tiffany Lanier, 36, attended the bus tour Tuesday morning in Boynton Beach. Lanier, a Lake Worth civic engagement public speaker, said that although Biden ran on a similar platform to Harris, she thinks Harris' position and emphasis on abortion rights really excites and motivates people to turn out to vote.
"I think it was more like in my wilder dreams that Florida would be in play for this November," Lanier said. "I know that we are so very tight in the polls, but I do see that there is an energetic shift. And so, I do see a lot of possibility here."
___
Chief elections analyst Chad Day contributed to this report.
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            Grant County Democratic Party Chair Joyce Bos, left, and Democratic legislative candidate Scott Abbot Walker inspect a campaign banner Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, in the county party headquarters in Platteville, Wis. (AP Photo/Todd Richmond)
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            FILE - Former Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker is seen during the Republican National Convention Monday, July 15, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            Scott Abbot Walker, a Democratic candidate for the Wisconsin state Legislature, discusses his campaign during a visit to the Grant County Democratic Party Headquarters in Platteville, Wisconsin, on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. Walker is trying differentiate himself from Wisconsin's former governor, Republican Scott Walker. (AP Photo taken/Todd Richmond)
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                                        PLATTEVILLE, Wis. (AP) -- Scott Walker loves unions, thinks women should have the right to an abortion and wants to expand health care coverage.
If you're confused, get in line.
This Scott Walker isn't the former Wisconsin governor whose battles with teachers and other public unions made him one of the most polarizing political figures in the battleground state's recent history. That was Scott Kevin Walker. This is Scott Abbot Walker, a Democratic country doctor running for the state Legislature. 
"Sometimes you get people who are openly hostile," Walker said of voter reactions when he introduces himself. "Sometimes they're closing the door as I say my name because they're unhappy."
Walker is running against 14-year Republican incumbent Travis Tranel in the 49th Assembly District, which covers a swath of rolling farm country across Grant and Crawford counties in Wisconsin's far southwestern corner. The district's largest municipality is Platteville, a city of about 11,000 people whose biggest claim to fame is a small state university.

    


Walker goes into November as a distinct underdog in the decidedly red district. Former President Donald Trump won it in both 2016 and 2020 and Tranel has held the Assembly seat since 2011. 




Grant County Democratic Party Chair Joyce Bos and Walker the candidate discussed how to approach the name thing when he got into the race. They briefly considered branding him "Dr. Scott" or "Dr. Walker" but ultimately decided to let it ride. Walker does wear a button letting people know he's "the other Scott Walker," though.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's the elephant in the room," Scott Abbot Walker said of his name. "But going door-to-door, it's an advantage. I never have to say my name twice."
Tranel downplayed his opponent's famous moniker, saying voters are more concerned about inflation. He said people should be worried about Walker's "socialist polices" and criminal background.

    


Walker the candidate was fined $700 in 2018 after he was charged with pointing a shotgun at his housekeeper. According to court documents, the housekeeper hadn't been paid and showed up at Walker's house demanding property as compensation. Walker pointed the gun at her when she refused to leave. 
He told The Associated Press that he was depressed at the time and going through bankruptcy. He said he didn't have a phone to call the police when the woman refused to leave, so he pointed his shotgun at her car tire. He insisted he never pointed the gun at her.
The differences between the two Walkers couldn't be starker.
The former governor is 56 years old with dark hair, doesn't have a college degree and currently serves as president of Young America's Foundation, an organization that supports young conservatives. As governor, he stripped public unions of their bargaining rights in early 2011, prompting weeks of protests at the state Capitol and an unsuccessful recall attempt. Democrat Tony Evers eventually defeated him in 2018.
Asked through a spokesman for comment on the candidate Walker sharing his name name, the former governor responded with a statement saying Tranel "is the real deal" and he is proud to support him. He did not comment on Walker the candidate.

    


Walker the candidate is 66, tall, with silver-white hair. He holds a medical degree from Case Western Reserve University and runs a clinic for the underinsured in the 49th. He supports unions and has Planned Parenthood's endorsement.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


So far, at least, voters have greeted Walker's candidacy with a mixture of amusement and puzzlement. 
Democrats who stopped to pick up Walker yard signs at the Grant County Democratic Party headquarters in Platteville jokingly suggested the candidate should change his name. "Go with Scotty or something," 71-year-old Denny Fuseth of Lancaster told him, eliciting chuckles from the candidate.
Fuseth said he was confused when a friend told him that Scott Walker was running.
"Why would we go back?" Fuseth said. "We got rid of him once."
Ron Johnsen, 64, at first didn't seem to grasp which Walker was on his porch when the candidate knocked on his door to hand him a flyer. Johnsen, a retired University of Wisconsin-Platteville maintenance worker, informed Walker that he wasn't happy about losing his union rights and had signed the recall petition.
"I looked at him, and he don't look like the (Scott Walker) I remember," Johnsen said.
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            A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea's missile launch during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea's missile launch during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea's missiles launch during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea's missile launch during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea's missiles launch during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North Korea fired multiple short-range ballistic missiles toward the sea on Thursday, its neighbors said, days after North Korean leader Kim Jong Un vowed to put his nuclear force fully ready for battle with its rivals.
South Korea's Joint Chiefs of Staff said it detected the missiles launched from North Korea's capital flying 360 kilometers (about 220 miles) before landing in the waters between the Korean Peninsula and Japan. Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida instructed officials to ensure the safety of ships and aircraft, but there were no reports of damage.
The reported fight distances suggest the missiles were designed to attack targets in South Korea. In a trilateral phone talks, diplomats from South Korea, Japan and the U.S. condemned the launches that they said threatens regional and international peace. The U.S. Indo-Pacific Command separately reaffirmed that the U.S. security commitment to South Korea and Japan remains "ironclad."

    


The launches were North Korea's first public weapons firing activities in more than two months. On July 1, North Korea claimed to have tested a new tactical weapon capable of delivering a "super-large" 4.5 ton-class warhead.




In a Monday speech marking his government's 76th foundation anniversary, Kim said he would redouble efforts to make his nuclear force fully ready for combat with the United States and its allies. Kim made such a pledge saying North Korea faces "a grave threat" because of what he called "the reckless expansion" of a U.S.-led regional military bloc.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kim has made similar vows numerous times, but his latest threat came as outside experts believe North Korea could carry out a nuclear test explosion or long-range missile test-launches ahead of the U.S. presidential election in November to boost its leverage in future dealings with the U.S. 
On Sunday, North Korea's state media published a photo of Kim inspecting a 12-axel vehicle that would be the the country's biggest missile launch platform. That sparked speculation that the North could be developing a more powerful intercontinental ballistic missile designed to strike the U.S. mainland. 

    


Commercial satellite images indicate that North Korea's northeastern nuclear test site incurred minor damage from heavy summer rains in recent weeks and that no notable recent work was detected at its tunnels, 38 North, a North Korea-focused website, said an analytical piece published Wednesday. 
Thursday's launches also came after North Korea flew hundreds of huge balloons carrying rubbish toward South Korea for five straight days through Sunday. 
Since 2022, North Korea has sharply ramped up its weapons testing activities in part of its efforts to perfect its capabilities to launch strikes on the U.S. and South Korea. The U.S. and South Korea have responded by expanding military drills that North Korea calls invasion rehearsals.
Last month, Kim had still held off from missile tests or other provocative military demonstrations as the United States and South Korea conducted large-scale summertime military exercises. North Korea has previously performed missiles tests to protest other major U.S.-South Korean military training. 

    


Prior to the U.S.-South Korean exercises, Kim staged a big ceremony in Pyongyang to mark the delivery of 250 nuclear-capable missile launchers to frontline military units and called for a ceaseless expansion of his country's nuclear program. The Aug. 4 event added to concerns about Kim's pushes to deploy battlefield nuclear weapons along the tense border with South Korea. 
___
Associated Press writer Mari Yamaguchi in Tokyo contributed to this report.
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            This photo combination shows the candidates of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party for the party's upcoming presidential election. Top row from left, former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi, former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba, and Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi. Middle row from left, Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa, Digital Minister Taro Kono, and Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi. Bottom row from left, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi, former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi and former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato. Japan will have a new leader after outgoing Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's governing Liberal Democratic Party holds a vote on Sept. 27 to choose his replacement. (AP Photo)
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            Japan's former Environment Minister Shinjiro Koizumi speaks at a news conference on running in the upcoming leadership election of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party in Tokyo, on Sept. 6, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's former Defense Minister Shigeru Ishiba announces his candidacy of the Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, in Yazu town, Tottori prefecture, Japan, on Aug. 24, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's Economic Security Minister Sanae Takaichi speaks during a press conference as she announces her candidacy of the Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, at the parliament in Tokyo, on Sept. 9, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa speaks during a press conference as she announces his candidacy of the party's presidential election, in Tokyo, on Sept. 11, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's Digital Minister Taro Kono speaks during a press conference as he announces his candidacy of the Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, at the parliament in Tokyo, on Aug. 26, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's governing party, Liberal Democratic Party's Secretary General Toshimitsu Motegi speaks during a press conference as he announces his candidacy of the party's presidential election, in Tokyo, on Sept. 4, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa Hayashi speaks during a press conference as he announces his candidacy of the Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, at the parliament in Tokyo, on Sept. 3, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's former Economic Security Minister Takayuki Kobayashi speaks during a press conference as he announces his candidacy of the Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, at the parliament in Tokyo, on Aug. 19, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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            Japan's former Chief Cabinet Secretary Katsunobu Kato speaks during a press conference as he announces his candidacy of the Liberal Democratic Party's presidential election, at the parliament in Tokyo, on Sept. 10, 2024. (Kyodo News via AP)
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan will have a new leader after outgoing Prime Minister Fumio Kishida's governing Liberal Democratic Party holds a vote on Sept. 27 to choose his replacement. They hope to shake off scandals that have dogged his government and regain public support.
A record nine candidates, including two women, seek the top job. Here are the main contenders:
Shinjiro Koizumi, 43
The son of popular former premier Junichiro Koizumi has been considered a potential prime minister candidate since he was elected to parliament in 2009. Despite his lack of experience, his background as a political blue blood, age and popularity are his strengths.
Koizumi has vowed to change an "old-fashioned LDP" and accelerate reforms to revitalize Japan, including by making the job market more flexible. He said he will hold a snap election soon after taking office to seek the public's mandate.

    


Koizumi supports a revision to a 19th century civil code requiring married couples to choose one of their surnames, which has caused most women to adopt their husbands' surname. He wants to allow an option of keeping separate surnames that's supported by the country's powerful business lobby.




He has said he will further strengthen the Japan-U.S. alliance and expand a cooperation network with other like-minded nations to deter China's growing influence. He wants to meet with his Chinese and South Korean counterparts soon after taking office, and hold talks with North Korea's Kim Jong Un. Junichiro Koizumi and Kim Jong Il held talks in 2002 on the issue of abducted Japanese citizens.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Shinjiro Koizumi regularly visits Tokyo's controversial Yasukuni Shrine, seen by Asian neighbors as a symbol of Japan's wartime militarism.
As environment minister in 2019, Koizumi made his international debut at a United Nations summit, saying "a big-scale issue like climate change got to be fun, it's got to be cool, and it's got to be sexy, too." His choice of language was criticized as shallow.

    


Koizumi holds a master's degree in political science from Columbia University.
Shigeru Ishiba, 67
Ishiba is running in the leadership race for a fifth time. Political analysts put him and Koizumi as top two contenders.
Despite his popularity among general voters, Ishiba has struggled to win enough support from fellow party lawmakers. He has said this will be his "final battle."
Ishiba has served as defense minister and in other key posts and is a security and defense expert. He has proposed an Asian version of the NATO military alliance. Ishiba is a supporter of Taiwan' s democracy.
Ishiba vows to push for gender equality and measures to address low births and Japan's declining population.
Sanae Takaichi, 63
As economic security minister, Takaichi is making a second bid to become Japan's first female leader. A protege of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, she is a staunch conservative and attracts the right wing. In the 2021 party leadership vote, she finished third in a runoff.
Takaichi has vowed to fortify Japan's resilience to natural disasters and security risks by bolstering food security, supply chains and military capability.

    


A regular visitor to Yasukuni, Takaichi is known as a revisionist of Japan's wartime atrocities, and has called for a tougher stance on China.
Takaichi supports the imperial family's male-only succession, and opposes same-sex marriage and a revision to the law that could allow women to keep their maiden names.
Takaichi was elected to parliament in 1993 and has also served as minister of internal affairs and gender equality. She has said her role model is Margaret Thatcher.
Yoko Kamikawa, 71
A Harvard-educated former think tank analyst, Kamikawa serves as top diplomat for Kishida and supports his foreign and defense policies.
Kamikawa has a reputation for getting the job done. She has visited conflict zones including Ukraine and the Palestinian territories. She is known as low-key and diligent.
As justice minister in 2018, she signed off on the death penalty for 13 members of the Aum Shinrikyo doomsday cult responsible for the 1995 sarin nerve gassing of Tokyo subways and other crimes.

    


Taro Kono, 61
Once considered a maverick for criticizing party policies, Kono makes his third challenge after unsuccessfully running in 2009 and 2021. As digital minister, Kono has led the elimination of Japan's reliance on fax machines, paper documents requiring "hanko" stamps and the "my number" social security identification system.
Son of former LDP Secretary General Yohei Kono, he has served as foreign and defense minister and was praised for pushing vaccinations during the coronavirus pandemic.
Kono has said Japan faces a worsening security environment in the region while at home, many people face a weakening economy, shrinking population and gender disparity that are tantamount to a "emergency." He supports Japan's ongoing military buildup, a stronger Japan-U.S. alliance and expanded defense cooperation with other like-minded nations.

    


Despite his earlier support for a nuclear energy phase-out, Kono now supports maintaining it to meet soaring demands to power advanced data centers and AI.
Kono has backpedaled from his support for a female emperor, a shift seen as an attempt to gain support from party conservatives.
Toshimitsu Motegi, 67
As party secretary general, Motegi holds the LDP's No. 2 position after Kishida. He has served as foreign and economy ministers and has a reputation as a tough negotiator.
Motegi has said he will achieve economic growth that would end deflation and announced a "zero tax increase" plan that would reverse a tax hike plan adopted by Kishida's government to cover growing defense spending and greater support to address declining births.
Motegi has said he will continue Kishida's security and foreign policies and "decisively" respond to China's coercive actions in the region.
A graduate of University of Tokyo and Harvard University school of public policy, Motegi was elected to Japan's lower house in 1993 after working for consultancy McKinsey.
___
Find more AP Asia-Pacific news at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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            Protesters attempt to break into a room in the Senate as lawmakers weigh the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Protesters stand alongside opposition Senators after interrupting a debate over the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Two students cover their faces with the Mexican flag during a protest against government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, outside the Senate in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            A group of people watch the senators vote on a screen during a protest against the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, outside the Senate in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Protesters interrupt a Senate session in which lawmakers were debating the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Protesters break into a Senate session in which lawmakers were debating the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Judicial workers unfurl a Mexican flag to protest the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)
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            An injured protestor speaks on the phone after breaking into a Senate session in which lawmakers were debating the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Protesters attempt to break into a Senate room in which lawmakers weigh the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Judicial workers argue with the police during a protest the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, outside the Senate in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)
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            Protesters attempt to bypass a security guard and break into a Senate room, as lawmakers weigh the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Protesters break into a Senate session in which lawmakers were debating the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Student Daniela Camberos holds a banner that reads in Spanish "Mexico United" in front of police during a protest against the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, outside the Senate in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Protesters attempt to break into a room in the Senate as lawmakers weigh the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Protesters interrupt a Senate session in which lawmakers were debating the government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            A man carrying a Mexican flag watches the senators' vote on a large screen during a protest against government's proposed judicial reform, which would make judges stand for election, outside the Senate in Mexico City, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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            Progressive activist Cornel West speaks at a demonstration in Union Park outside the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Green Party presidential candidate Jill Stein speaks during a rally at Union Park during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            FILE -- Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger attends the National Association of Secretaries of State winter meeting, Feb. 16, 2023, in Washington. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, file)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Presidential candidates Cornel West and Claudia De la Cruz are disqualified from running for president in Georgia, two state court judges ruled Wednesday, saying that their electors didn't file the proper paperwork.
For now at least, the decision means votes for West and De la Cruz won't be counted in Georgia, even if their names remain on ballots because it's too late to remove them. Military and overseas ballots are scheduled to be mailed starting Tuesday. 
Fulton County Superior Court Judges Thomas A. Cox Jr. and Emily Richardson ordered the state to post notices in polling places warning that West and De la Cruz had been disqualified and that votes for them would be void if their names still appear, a common remedy in Georgia for late election changes.
West has been running as an independent in Georgia. De la Cruz is the nominee for the Party of Socialism and Liberation but technically qualified for the Georgia ballot as an independent.

    


If the rulings stand, presidential choices for Georgia voters will include Republican Donald Trump, Democrat Kamala Harris, Libertarian Chase Oliver and Green Party nominee Jill Stein, the most candidates since 2000.


Democrats, Republicans and Libertarians automatically qualify for elections in Georgia.
Spokespersons for West and De la Cruz said they would appeal the decision to the Georgia Supreme Court.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are confident that we will win the appeal," Edwin DeJesus with the West campaign wrote in an email.
"We are appealing this decision which negates basic democratic rights of the people of Georgia to vote for the candidate of their choice," Estevan Hernandez, co-chair of De la Cruz's campaign in Georgia, said in a statement. "This is the result of the effort by the Democratic Party to sabotage democratic rights of Georgia voters at the very moment that they say that the 2024 election is about democracy itself."

    


Wednesday's rulings were the latest turn in the on-again, off-again saga of ballot access for independent and third-party candidates in Georgia. An administrative law judge disqualified West, De la Cruz, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., and the Georgia Green Party from the ballot. But Raffensperger, who gets the last word in such matters, overruled the judge, and said West and De la Cruz should get access. 
Raffensperger also ruled that under a new Georgia law, Stein should go on Georgia ballots because the national Green Party had qualified her in at least 20 other states. 
Kennedy's name stayed off ballots because he withdrew his candidacy in Georgia and a number of other states after suspending his campaign and endorsing Trump.
Democrats appealed Raffensperger's decisions on West and De la Cruz and filed a fresh action challenging his decision on Stein, seeking to block candidates who could siphon votes from Harris after Joe Biden won Georgia by fewer than 12,000 votes in 2020.
Cox dismissed the Democratic challenge to Stein's inclusion on Wednesday. He wrote that Raffensperger "has a clear legal duty to allow the Unified Green Party to qualify candidates for presidential elector and to allow those candidates access to the Nov. 4, 2024 General Election ballot." If Democrats want to contest the issue further, they should do so before an administrative law judge, Cox wrote.

    


The judge agreed with Democratic arguments that under state law, at least one of West's electors should have filed a petition with the required 7,500 signatures from registered voters in their own name. Instead, the petition was filed only in West's name.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"While Dr. West only needed a single presidential elector to properly qualify to provide him with ballot access, none of his candidates satisfied the requirements to do so," Cox wrote.
Richardson made a similar ruling against De la Cruz.
Georgia is one of several states where Democrats and allied groups have filed challenges to third-party and independent candidates. 
Republicans in Georgia intervened, seeking to keep all the candidates on the ballot. That's just one push in a Republican effort across battleground states to prop up liberal third-party candidates such as West and Stein in an effort to hurt Harris. It's not clear who's paying for the effort. But it could matter in states decided by minuscule margins in the 2020 election.
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            The U.S. is remembering lives taken and others reshaped by 9/11 on an anniversary laced with presidential campaign politics.
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            People watch the presidential debate between Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, at the Gipsy Las Vegas in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            This combination of photos shows Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, left, and Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris during an ABC News presidential debate at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a presidential debate with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a presidential debate with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        Kamala Harris pressed a forceful case against Donald Trump on Tuesday in their first and perhaps only debate before the presidential election, repeatedly goading him in an event that showcased their starkly different visions for the country on abortion, immigration and American democracy.
Less than two months from Election Day and hours before the first early ballots will begin to be mailed Wednesday in Alabama, the debate offered the clearest look yet at a presidential race that has been repeatedly upended.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:
JD Vance speaks at 9/11 gala at the One World Trade Center
Donald Trump's running mate JD Vance said he did not expect to get as warm of a welcome as he did visiting New York for various events tied to the commemoration of the attacks that killed nearly 3,000 people on Sept. 11, 2001.
Vance was accompanied by his wife Usha Vance when he spoke Wednesday evening at a 9/11 gala hosted by the Enlisted Association of the National Guard of the United States at the One World Trade Center.

    


The event was at the observation deck on the 102nd floor of the country's tallest building, which is the main building of the rebuilt World Trade Center complex. The Republican vice presidential nominee said the tower served as a reminder of how America responded to the deadliest terrorist attack on U.S. soil.




"It is a testament to the fact that, yes, we build, but when other people destroy, we build up again," Vance said. "That to me speaks more about the American spirit than almost anything."
A top Republican senator says Trump and Harris should debate again

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sen. John Thune, No. 2 in Senate Republican leadership, told The Associated Press that after the debate, Donald Trump needed to look for further opportunities to force Vice President Kamala Harris to "defend her record on the border and on inflation and a lot of other issues on which she has flip-flopped."
"Frankly, it probably could have been better last night, but I think there will be other opportunities," Thune said.

    


Thune also said there should be further debates.
"I think elections are always about differences and contrasts," he said. "This time around couldn't be more clear in terms of their records, their positions, their vision for the future. And I think litigating that in a debate setting would be really important, and I don't think they got enough of that done last night."
Biden briefly dons Trump cap
President Biden, in what was apparently meant to be a lighthearted gesture, briefly donned a Trump 2024 baseball cap while visiting the Shanksville Volunteer Fire Department earlier this afternoon.
White House spokesperson Andrew Bates said Biden was speaking to a crowd of volunteer firefighters and families and friends of Flight 93 victims about the need to get back to the bipartisan unity the country showed in the aftermath of 9/11.
Bates said as a gesture he gave a hat to a Trump supporter in the crowd. The Trump backer urged Biden, in the spirit of bipartisanship, to put on a Trump cap, Bates says.
Biden briefly donned the red hat.
The White House spoke to the moment after photos of the president wearing the Trump cap spread on social media.

    


Trump and Speaker Johnson appear to have a phone call a day after the debate
Trump appears to have been on a phone call with House Speaker Mike Johnson while the GOP nominee was attending events in New York City commemorating the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
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A photo snapped by an Associated Press journalist at 8:19 a.m. on Wednesday showed Trump holding a cellphone bearing the name "Mike Johnson" while the former president attended the 9/11 Memorial ceremony.
Neither Johnson's office nor Trump's campaign immediately responded to messages seeking more detail on the phone call.
Johnson is a supporter of Trump's, and the two speak regularly.
Several hours after the photograph was taken, Johnson told reporters in Washington that he had pulled a vote on a temporary spending bill that would keep federal agencies and programs funded for six months, as it became increasingly clear the measure lacked the support to pass as a potential partial government shutdown looms.
The legislation to continue government funding when the new budget year begins on Oct. 1 includes a requirement that people registering to vote must provide proof of citizenship. Johnson signaled that he was not backing off linking the two main pillars of the bill.

    


Trump says he doesn't know if he and Harris will have 'a rematch'
In brief remarks to reporters, Trump said he had a great debate and enjoyed it, but didn't commit to a second with Harris.
"When you don't win, it's like a fighter. And when a fighter has a bad fight, gets knocked out or loses the fight, the first thing he says is, 'We want a rematch,'" Trump said. "We won the debate according to every poll. Every single poll, I think. Are we going to do a rematch? I just don't know."
An Ohio city reshaped by Haitian immigrants lands in an unwelcome spotlight
Many cities have been reshaped by immigrants in the last few years without attracting much notice. Not Springfield, Ohio.
Its story of economic renewal and related growing pains has been thrust into the national conversation in a presidential election year -- and maliciously distorted by false rumors that Haitian immigrants are eating their neighbors' pets. Donald Trump amplified those lies during Tuesday's nationally televised debate, exacerbating some residents' fears about growing divisiveness in the predominantly white, blue-collar city of about 60,000.

    


At the city's Haitian Community Help and Support Center on Wednesday, Rose-Thamar Joseph said many of the immigrants that arrived in the past few years were drawn by good jobs and the city's relative affordability. But a rising sense of unease has crept in as longtime residents increasingly bristle at newcomers taking jobs at factories, driving up housing costs and straining city services.
> Read more about Haitian immigrants in Ohio
Democratic vice presidential candidate Tim Walz spent part of 9/11 helping fill boxes for food shelves
It was part of the September 11 National Day of Service and Remembrance held in more than over 20 cities across the county that organizers expected would draw around 30,000 volunteers nationwide to pack over 8 million meals.
Around 3,000 volunteers from Americorps and local companies were expected to package around 230,000 meals for Minnesotans in need.
Speaking in St. Paul, Walz said the 9/11 attacks were a "defining moment" for those old enough to remember them. He recalled how he was teaching at Mankato West High School the morning when the planes struck the Twin Towers and the Pentagon. And on the following mornings, he said, he saw American flags flying from places he hadn't seen them before, and people who hadn't talked much before started talking together.
"It may not have lasted as long as we would like, but there was a moment of unity around shared values," Walz told the volunteers. "There was a moment of unity of caring for one another. There was a moment of unity that we're all in this together."
It was Walz's first public event in his official capacity as governor of Minnesota since Vice President Kamala Harris picked him to be her running mate.
For Harris and Trump, facial expressions did much of the talking during their debate
Kamala Harris and Donald Trump said as much with their faces as they did with their words during Tuesday's debate.
With their microphones muted unless it was their turn to speak, according to the debate rules, body language took on outsized importance for Harris and Trump.
Harris in particular leaned into the nonverbal communication, keenly aware that her every reaction was being broadcast to the world, "speaking" to the audience even while Trump ostensibly had the floor. Networks showed a split screen with both candidates for most of the debate.
At various points she looked amused or befuddled by whatever Trump was saying, as if wordlessly saying he was lying. A few times, she dramatically put her fingers under her chin, eyes wide, head tilted. Other times she laughed.
Trump sometimes scowled, sometimes smiled curtly. His eyes flashed anger or annoyance, perhaps even boredom at times. He rarely looked at Harris while she spoke, instead pointing his face forward toward the cameras or ABC News moderators.
> Read more about how the candidates used facial expressions during the debate
Trump also visits the Shanksville Volunteer Fire Department
Inside the volunteer fire department garage, Trump addressed dozens of family members of Flight 93 victims sitting at fold out tables, cheering when he walked in and again while he spoke. He waded through the crowd, taking photos with them and talking.
Biden and Harris had visited the fire department earlier in the day after leaving the Flight 93 memorial.
By day's end, Biden and Harris will have made joint visits to all three 9/11 memorial sites
It's not the typical way the president and vice president commemorate the solemn anniversary.
Last year, the president marked the anniversary at a military base in Alaska as he made his way back to Washington from a trip to Asia. Harris attended the New York ceremony. And Biden made solo visits to the memorial sites in New York, Shanksville, and at the Pentagon in 2022.
Asked about this year's decision to jointly appear at all three memorial sites, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the president and vice president wanted to honor the 2,977 lives lost and support the families grieving their loved ones.
She declined to comment when asked if the joint appearances had anything to do with the fact that Harris is now in the thick of a heated presidential race.
Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance, also visited New York and Shanksville on Wednesday and will visit the Pentagon later in the day.
Trump has made a stop to the Flight 93 National Memorial in Shanksville, Pennsylvania
His campaign says the former president laid two wreaths. He placed one at the Wall of Names, where the names of Flight 93's 40 victims are inscribed on white marble panels, and another at a sandstone boulder that marks the general location of the impact site where the flight crashed.
"Great day. Incredible place. And they've done a fantastic job," Trump said in brief remarks from afar to reporters gathered at the site.
Biden and Harris visit Flight 93 National Memorial in Pennsylvania
Biden and Harris are paying their respects at the Flight 93 National Memorial to honor the 40 passengers and crew that died in the rural swath of Pennsylvania on Sept. 11, 2001.
The president and vice president laid a white and red wreath at the memorial. They then strolled the fields of the expansive memorial, which includes a long granite walk that marks the path of the flight with large concrete walls framing the distant view of the sky. The times of the crashes of the other hijacked flights are inscribed on the flight path walkway.
Both spoke with Flight 93 families in attendance.
One attendee spotted in the crowd of about 200 was wearing a t-shirt that included vulgar anti-Harris sentiments. The man sporting the t-shirt said he wasn't related to any of those who died in Shanksville.
Election officials ask for more funding, but say they're confident in their preparations for November
Top U.S. election officials are asking the federal government for more funding to improve election security, replace aging machines, hire personnel and upgrade voter registration systems.
But they say even without consistent funding, they're confident they've done everything they can to make this fall's elections fair and secure in their states.
Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson and Arizona Secretary of State Adrian Fontes, both Democrats, made the appeals in a hearing of the House Administration Committee on Wednesday. Fontes called elections "critical infrastructure" and said they need funding to maintain, just like highways, dams and railroads.
"We implore you, please consider, if this is such a big deal and if it is so important that we continue to have free, fair and secure elections, fund them," he said.
The Republican chair of the committee, Rep. Bryan Steil of Wisconsin, responded to the funding calls by promoting the SAVE Act, a proof-of-citizenship mandate for voters passed by the House and being debated in the Senate.
He told Benson the legislation would give election administrators free access to a federal database to help them check for noncitizen voters on the rolls -- though she noted her state thoroughly verifies voter citizenship already.
In addition to testimony from Benson and Fontes, the hearing featured New Mexico's Democratic secretary of state and the Republican secretaries of state from Florida, Ohio and West Virginia.
Does Trump want to debate Harris again?
On his social media site Wednesday, Trump seemed to brush aside the idea of a second debate and professed success, likening Harris to a fighter "who gets knocked out."
"In the World of Boxing or UFC, when a Fighter gets beaten or knocked out, they get up and scream, 'I DEMAND A REMATCH, I DEMAND A REMATCH!' Well, it's no different with a Debate," he said.
Trump said Harris "was beaten badly last night" and asked "so why would I do a Rematch?"
Election officials warn that widespread problems with the US mail system could disrupt voting
State and local election officials from across the country on Wednesday warned that problems with the nation's mail delivery system threaten to disenfranchise voters in the upcoming presidential election, telling the head of the U.S. Postal Service that it hasn't fixed persistent deficiencies.
In an alarming letter, the officials said that over the past year, including the just-concluded primary season, mailed ballots that were postmarked on time were received by local election offices days after the deadline to be counted. They also noted that properly addressed election mail was being returned to them as undeliverable, a problem that could automatically send voters to inactive status through no fault of their own, potentially creating chaos when those voters show up to cast a ballot.
The officials also said that repeated outreach to the Postal Service to resolve the issues had failed and the widespread nature of the problems made it clear these were "not one-off mistakes or a problem with specific facilities. Instead, it demonstrates a pervasive lack of understanding and enforcement of USPS policies among its employees."
> Read more about problems with the postal service
Sorority says Trump's comment about Harris attending a 'sorority party' was disrespectful
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc., a traditionally Black sorority, called Donald Trump's comment that Vice President Kamala Harris attended a "sorority party" instead of attending a joint address to Congress by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu "disheartening" and "disrespectful" to the organization.
Harris attended the group's "Boule," or membership meeting, in July just days after being endorsed by President Joe Biden to lead the Democratic ticket. She met separately with Netanyahu.
The sorority also noted that it "has joined forces with all Divine Nine organizations on an unprecedented voter mobilization effort."
Vance visits trading floor of company raises money in honor of 9/11 victims
Trump's running mate Sen. JD Vance briefly visited the trading floor of a brokerage company affiliated with Cantor Fitzgerald that raises funds in a one-day event in honor of 9/11 victims. Cantor Fitzgerald lost 658 employees in the World Trade Center attacks.
Vance jokingly said he watched the speech given by Jordan Belfort, who was played by Leonardo DiCaprio in the film "The Wolf of Wall Street," to prepare for this visit.
"I know what you all are doing," he said. "And I know you're working your asses off to make sure that you support the families of the people who died in these terrible attacks."
More from Trump and Vance's visit to a firehouse in lower Manhattan
The members of the firehouse bowed their heads to observe a moment of silence.
The former president posed for pictures with fire department staff in uniform standing before a sign a large Fire Department New York sign that said "Never Forget. Heroes." He did his signature thumbs up and said "thank you."
Among the people accompanying Trump in his visit were advisers Chris LaCivita, Susie Wiles, far-right activist Laura Loomer, who also traveled to Philadelphia with Trump for the debate and is known for promoting conspiracy theories. His sons Eric Trump and Donald Trump Jr. also joined the visit.
Mexican president 'very pleased' Harris and Trump treated country with respect during debate
In a morning news briefing Wednesday, Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador didn't comment on a number of false claims made by Trump about migrants, or calls for greater border security by both presidential candidates.
Rather, the populist leader, a friend of Trump, applauded the candidates for respecting Mexico in their debate.
"I was very pleased that Mrs. Kamala and President Trump both treated Mexico with respect and we are moving forward, respecting other sister nations and that they respect us as an independent and sovereign country," Lopez Obrador said.
It comes after Lopez Obrador said he was putting relations with the U.S. Embassy "on pause" after Ambassador to Mexico Ken Salazar expressed democratic concerns about a judicial overhaul the Mexican leader's party has jammed through.
Whose motorcade is this?
With Biden, Trump, Harris and Vance all on hand for the New York Sept. 11 commemoration, aides had their work cut out to keep things running smoothly.
Biden's team ran into one minor blip -- keeping track of which motorcade belonged to which of the current, former and would-be presidents and vice presidents.
At one point, the small group of journalists traveling with Biden were led to Harris' motorcade instead of the president's. It took a few minutes, but White House aides were able to straighten things out and find their ride.
Germany's foreign office responds to Trump debate claim about the nation's power plants
The German Foreign Office fired back at Trump's allegation during Tuesday's debate that the European country is now building "normal power plants." The former president contended that Germany's planned exit from fossil fuels had failed.
"Like it or not: Germany's energy system is fully operational, with more than 50% renewables," the foreign office wrote on social media platform X. "And we are shutting down - not building - coal & nuclear plants. Coal will be off the grid by 2038 at the latest. PS: We also don't eat cats and dogs. #Debate2024"
Data released in March showed Germany's greenhouse gas emissions dropped by one-tenth last year as the use of coal and gas diminished. Germany aims to cut its emissions to net zero by 2045 and is working to ramp up the use of solar and wind power and other renewable sources.
The tweet's post-script referenced a debunked rumor that Trump and his allies have spread online in recent days, alleging Haitian immigrants in an Ohio town are hunting and eating pets. Officials in Springfield, Ohio, say they have no evidence of that happening.
Debate-watchers more likely to say Harris won, but perceptions of the candidates remain largely unchanged
About 6 in 10 debate-watchers said Harris outperformed Trump in Tuesday's presidential debate, while about 4 in 10 said Trump did a better job, according to a flash poll conducted by CNN, with Harris exceeding debate-watchers' expectations. Before the debate, the same voters were evenly split on whether Trump or Harris would win.
The vast majority of debate watchers -- who, importantly, do not reflect the views of the full voting public -- also said, though, that the debate wouldn't affect their vote. And perceptions of the two candidates remain largely unchanged. Views of Trump -- whether positive or negative -- didn't shift meaningfully before and after the debate, while Harris received a slight bump in the share of people who view her favorably after the debate.
Similar to pre-debate polling, the poll found that Harris left the debate with higher trust in her ability to handle abortion and protecting democracy, while Trump maintained an advantage on the economy and immigration.
The bell rang and a moment of silence began at the site of the 9/11 Museum and Memorial in Manhattan
Officials including President Joe Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald Trump are gathered to mark the 23rd anniversary of the attacks in New York, Washington, and rural Pennsylvania.
Former NY Mayor Michael Bloomberg appeared to facilitate a handshake between Harris and Trump
It happened while they were standing near President Joe Biden and Republican vice presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance at the site of the 9/11 memorial where leaders are meeting to commemorate the 23rd anniversary of 9/11.
Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, walked across the stage to shake Trump's hand before the presidential campaign debate began Tuesday evening in Philadelphia.
Kamala Harris gave abortion rights advocates the debate answer they've been longing for
When President Joe Biden gave bumbling remarks about abortion on the debate stage this summer, it was widely viewed as a missed opportunity -- a failure, even -- on a powerful and motivating issue for Democrats at the ballot box.
The difference was stark, then, on Tuesday night, when Vice President Kamala Harris gave a forceful defense of abortion rights during her presidential debate with Republican Donald Trump.
Harris conveyed the dire medical situations women have found themselves in since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned the national right to abortion in 2022. Harris quickly placed blamed directly on Trump, who recalibrated the Supreme Court to the conservative majority that issued the landmark ruling during his term.
Women, Harris told the national audience, have been denied care as a result.
"You want to talk about this is what people wanted? Pregnant women who want to carry a pregnancy to term, suffering from a miscarriage, being denied care in an emergency room because health care providers are afraid they might go to jail and she's bleeding out in a car in the parking lot?" Harris said.
The moment was a reminder that Harris is uniquely positioned to talk about the hot-button, national topic in a way that Biden, an 81-year-old Catholic who had long opposed abortion, never felt comfortable doing.
> Read more about Harris' debate comments on abortion rights
Trump falsely accused immigrants in Ohio of abducting and eating pets 
Former President Donald Trump on Tuesday amplified false rumors that Haitian immigrants in Ohio were abducting and eating pets, repeating during a televised debate the type of inflammatory and anti-immigrant rhetoric he has promoted throughout his campaigns.
There is no evidence that Haitian immigrants in an Ohio community are doing that, officials say. But during the debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, Trump specifically mentioned Springfield, Ohio, the town at the center of the claims, saying that immigrants were taking over the city.
"They're eating the dogs. They're eating the cats. They're eating the pets of the people that live there," he said.
Harris called Trump "extreme" and laughed after his comment. Debate moderators pointed out that city officials have said the claims are not true.
Trump's comments echoed claims made by his campaign, including his running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, and other Republicans. The claims attracted attention this week when Vance posted on social media that his office has "received many inquiries" about Haitian migrants abducting pets. Vance acknowledged Tuesday it was possible "all of these rumors will turn out to be false."
Officials have said there have been no credible or detailed reports about the claims, even as Trump and his allies use them to amplify racist stereotypes about Black and brown immigrants.
> Read more about Trump's comments on Ohio immigrants
Catch up: Taylor Swift endorsed Harris for president right after the debate wrapped 
Taylor Swift, one of the music industry's biggest stars, endorsed Kamala Harris for president shortly after the debate ended on Tuesday night.
"I think she is a steady-handed, gifted leader and I believe we can accomplish so much more in this country if we are led by calm and not chaos," Swift wrote in an Instagram post, which included a link to a voter registration website.
Swift has a dedicated following among young women, a key demographic in the November election, and her latest tour has generated more than $1 billion in ticket sales. In a half hour, the post received more than 2.3 million likes.
She included a picture of herself holding her cat Benjamin Button, and she signed the message "Childless Cat Lady." The remark is a reference to three-year-old comments made by JD Vance, Donald Trump's running mate, about women without children not having an equal stake in the country's future.
> Read more about Swift's endorsement
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Arizona election officials are warning there could be delays at polling places and vote-counting machines could jam as voters fill out a multipage ballot, an unusual occurrence in the presidential battleground state.
The majority of Arizona voters will receive a two-page ballot that is printed on both sides, marking the first time in nearly two decades that ballots in the state's most populous county have been longer than a single page.
Officials in Maricopa County, which includes Phoenix, say nine of the state's 15 counties are ditching single-sheet ballots this year in favor of newly designed 17-inch paper ballots. They will vary slightly by county because of the number of local races but will include an average of 79 contests for local, state and federal offices, as well as statewide ballot propositions.
While many other states routinely deal with multipage ballots without issue, any change in voting in Arizona makes for fertile ground for legal challenges and the spread of election conspiracy theories.

    


The state has been a hotbed of election misinformation since former President Donald Trump narrowly lost to Democrat Joe Biden in 2020. Public officials who deny the results of that election have populated local election offices and county commissions. 




Stephen Richer, the Republican head of elections in Maricopa County who relentlessly defended the legitimacy of Arizona's elections, lost his bid for reelection this summer in the Republican primary.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The switch to a multipage ballot, the first since 2006, has prompted election officials to start educating voters before early voting begins.
Maricopa County Elections Director Scott Jarrett said there will be a record 246 vote centers, up from 175 in the last presidential election, and 8,000 voting booths, up from 5,000.
He is encouraging the estimated 2.1 million voters expected to turn out across Arizona to research races and ballot measures ahead of the Nov. 5 election and decide how they will vote -- by mail or in person. 

    


Jack Balson, a 64-year-old Republican retiree from Phoenix, said the longer ballot could dissuade some voters. He plans to cast a vote for president nonetheless.
"Make things hard, tie up lines and people will turn around and go home," he said.
A long ballot won't faze first-time independent voter Ahmad Tamini.
"I really don't mind the questions," said Tamini, a 23-year-old nursing student at Phoenix College.
In northern Arizona, Coconino County officials are also encouraging voters to plan ahead. Some in the city of Page will receive a two-page, four-sided ballot that could contribute to long lines on Election Day.
Arizona officials anticipate that more than a million people will vote early using mail ballots and between 625,000 and 730,000 voters will drop off their ballots on Nov. 5, with the rest voting in person.
"What voters should know is it will take them longer to complete the ballot, just because there's so many more questions," Jarrett said.
He estimated it would take most voters between nine and 13 minutes to complete their ballot, but some could take as long as two hours.

    


Jarrett warned that vote tabulation machines could jam in Maricopa County because voters will have to insert two sheets of paper instead of one when casting their ballots. Poll workers are receiving extra training on how to address problems with the tabulators and quell any concerns raised by voters.
___
Gabriel Sandoval is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. 
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                    FILE - Residents displaced from a surge of violent attacks squat on blankets and in hastily made tents in the village of Masteri in west Darfur, Sudan, on July 30, 2020. (Mustafa Younes via AP, File)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The Sudanese government accused the United Arab Emirates on Wednesday of providing weapons to its rival paramilitary force and prolonging the 17-month war. The UAE called the allegations "utterly false" and "baseless" and accused the government of refusing to negotiate peace with its enemy.
Their latest clash came during a U.N. Security Council meeting where its 15 members voted unanimously to extend an arms embargo in Sudan's vast western Darfur region - a key battleground of the rival forces - until Sept. 12, 2025.
Sudan plunged into conflict in mid-April 2023, when long-simmering tensions between its military and paramilitary leaders broke out in the capital, Khartoum, and spread to Darfur and other regions. More than 13 million people have been forced to flee their homes, the country is engulfed in a humanitarian crisis, and the head of the U.N. World Health Organization said Sunday that over 20,000 people have been killed.

    


Sudanese Ambassador Al-Harith Mohamed accused the UAE of providing the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces, known as the RAF, with heavy weapons, missiles and ammunition - and of "profiting from this war through the illegal exploitation of gold."




As evidence, he cited a recent weapons shipment that went through Chad to the RSF. He said Chad's recently reopened Adre border crossing for humanitarian aid was being "abused" to get weapons to the paramilitary force. He also claimed that a European bullion market has confirmed that the UAE is profiting from Sudanese gold.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Sudanese envoy called for a new examination of arms export policies to the UAE, and called for targeted sanctions against the RSF and countries that support the paramilitary force.
The UAE's ambassador, Mohamed Abushahab, who rushed to the council chamber to respond, called Sudan's claims "a cynical attempt to deflect attention from the failings of the Sudanese Armed Forces", or SAF.

    


He accused its military of showing "zero political courage," using starvation as a weapon of war, and refusing to heed calls to end the war and come to the negotiating table.
"To end this conflict, the SAF must take the vital step of participating in the peace talks and summon the political courage to negotiate with their enemy," Abushahab said. 
Sudan's military boycotted negotiations in Geneva, Switzerland, last month aimed at spurring humanitarian aid and starting peace talks despite international pleas that it take part. The RSF sent a delegation to Geneva.
In July, global experts said that starvation at a massive camp for displaced people in Darfur had grown into famine. And experts from the Famine Review Committee warned that about 25.6 million people -- more than half of Sudan's population -- will face acute hunger. 
U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood told the council that people in Darfur "live in danger and desperation and despair," and face intense floods, restrictions on humanitarian aid, persistent human rights violations and mass displacement every day.
Adoption of the resolution extending the arms embargo in Darfur "sends an important signal to them that the international community remains focused on their plight and is committed to advancing peace and security in Sudan and the region," Wood said.

    


Some countries sought but failed to have the arms embargo extended throughout Sudan.
Human Rights Watch's Jean-Baptiste Gallopin called the council's failure to extend sanctions "a missed opportunity" that should be corrected as soon as possible "to limit the flow of arms and curb widespread atrocities being committed in the country."
The Security Council meeting followed last Friday's release of the first report by U.N. backed human rights investigators who also called for the expansion of the arms embargo to the entire country and urged the creation of an "independent and impartial force" to protect civilians in Sudan's war.
The fact-finding team, created by the Geneva-based Human Rights Council, blamed both sides for war crimes including murder, mutilation and torture and warned that foreign governments which arm and finance them could be complicit. It also accused the paramilitary RSF and its allies of crimes against humanity, including rape, sexual slavery and persecution on ethnic or gender grounds.

    


Two decades ago, Darfur became synonymous with genocide and war crimes, particularly by the notorious Janjaweed Arab militias, against populations that identify as Central or East African. Up to 300,000 people were killed and 2.7 million were driven from their homes.
It seems that legacy has returned, with the International Criminal Court's prosecutor Karim Khan saying in late January there are grounds to believe both sides are committing possible war crimes, crimes against humanity or genocide in Darfur.
"We urgently call on states to refrain from enhancing either side's fighting capability," Britain's deputy ambassador James Kariuki told the council. "Instead, those who have influence with the parties must use it to bring them to the negotiating table."
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                                        A Utah judge promises to rule Thursday on striking from the November ballot a state constitutional amendment that would empower the state Legislature to override citizen initiatives.
The League of Women Voters of Utah and others have sued over the ballot measure endorsed by lawmakers in August, arguing in part that the ballot language describing the proposal is confusing.
The groups now seek to get the measure off ballots before they are printed. With the election less than eight weeks away, they are up against a tight deadline without putting Utah's county clerks in the costly position of reprinting ballots.
Salt Lake County District Judge Dianna Gibson told attorneys in a hearing Wednesday she would give them an informal ruling by email that night, then issue a formal ruling for the public Thursday morning.
Any voter could misread the ballot measure to mean it would strengthen the citizen initiative process, League of Women Voters attorney Mark Gaber argued in the hearing.

    


"That is just indisputably not what the text of this amendment does," Gaber said.
The amendment would do the exact opposite by empowering the Legislature to repeal voter initiatives, Gaber said.




Asked by the judge if the amendment would increase lawmakers' authority over citizen initiatives, an attorney for the Legislature, Tyler Green, said it would do exactly what the ballot language says -- strengthen the initiative process.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The judge asked Green if some responsibility for the tight deadline fell to the Legislature, which approved the proposed amendment less than three weeks ago.
"The legislature can't move on a dime," Green responded.
The proposed amendment springs from a 2018 ballot measure that created an independent commission to draw legislative districts every decade. The changes have met resistance from the Republican-dominated Legislature.
The measure barred drawing district lines to protect incumbents or favor a political party, a practice known as gerrymandering. Lawmakers removed that provision in 2020.

    


And while the ballot measure allowed lawmakers to approve the commission's maps or redraw them, the Legislature ignored the commission's congressional map altogether and passed its own.
The map split relatively liberal Salt Lake City into four districts, each of which is now represented by a Republican. 
In July, the Utah Supreme Court ruled that the GOP overstepped its bounds by undoing the ban on political gerrymandering.
Lawmakers responded by holding a special session in August to add a measure to November's ballot to ask voters to grant them a power that the state's top court held they did not have.
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                                        SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) -- Chile's left-wing president President Gabriel Boric on Wednesday promised to push for the repeal of an iron-clad amnesty that has for years ruled out most investigation of crimes against humanity committed by Gen. Augusto Pinochet's military dictatorship.
President Boric's vow -- during a speech commemorating the 51st anniversary of Gen. Pinochet's bloody U.S.-backed putsch that ended Chilean democracy and ushered in a 17-year reign of terror -- escalates efforts to achieve a legal reckoning for Pinochet's repression and bring those accused of human rights abuses to trial in local courts, as has happened in neighboring Argentina and elsewhere in the region. 
"We renew our commitment to democracy and human rights, always, in our country and everywhere in the world," Boric said from La Moneda Presidential Palace in the capital of Santiago, the center of authoritarian power in Chile over three decades ago. "Today's date is a day that moves us, that invites us to remember and also to act." 

    


Boric, a millennial former student protest leader, pledged to speed up the passage of a bill that would revoke the amnesty that has shielded most military officers from prosecution for the torture and killing of thousands of opponents and critics during the first five years of the dictatorship, 1973-1978. 




But with Boric's unwieldy left-wing coalition lacking a majority in Congress, the future of the dictatorship's self-bestowed amnesty appears uncertain. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Legislators, fragmented between 22 parties, have sparred over failed attempts by both the hard-left and hard-right to rewrite the Pinochet-era constitution. 
Right-wing parties have been able to block congressional efforts to overturn the amnesty in the past. The stalled repeal bill that Boric is now seeking to revive was first introduced to Congress in 2014 by former socialist President Michelle Bachelet.

    


Gen. Pinochet, who originally decreed the amnesty in 1978, over four years after seizing power in the coup that overthrew elected socialist President Salvador Allende, enjoyed his self-awarded immunity even as Chile transitioned to democracy in 1990, serving as commander-in-chief of the army and a lifelong senator. Although detained for 17 months in London on the order of a Spanish judge, he died in 2006 without ever being held legally accountable in Chile. 
According to official reports of government commissions, his dictatorship was responsible for the killing of at least 3,216 people, among them 1,469 forcibly disappeared whose remains have never been found, and the torture of many more. 
Despite the amnesty, there have been some prosecutions over the years, as dozens of investigative judges managed to find loopholes in the law to prosecute some of Pinochet's former subordinates. They have, for example, persuaded the Supreme Court that the dictatorship's "disappearances" amounted to an ongoing abduction not covered by any amnesty.
That Chile's efforts to invalidate the dictatorship's long-standing amnesty have proved so contentious reflects the unique way that the country's dictatorship ended. 

    


Pinochet ceded power after losing a referendum in 1988 and bequeathed a booming economy and investor-friendly constitution that his center-left democratic successors hardly altered. 
Polls conducted last year, a half-century after the coup, showed that a powerful minority of Chileans have retained support for Pinochet, particularly Chilean businessmen and the armed forces. 
On Wednesday, a few dozen right-wing protesters rallied in the streets of Santiago chanting for a Pinochet-style military coup, raising photos of the ultra-conservative Catholic nationalist who they praise for for saving the country from chaos and Cuban-style communism. 
"A military coup was absolutely inevitable and there was no other possibility," said Gustavo Benavente, head of the right-wing Independent Democratic Union party. 
A proud supporter of the ousted socialist president Allende, Boric has pushed to denounce his country's dark past since taking office in 2022. Last year, he announced the creation of a government-sponsored truth commission to work toward revealing the fate of the disappeared. 
"Death, disappearance, the extermination of compatriots for thinking differently, the end of democracy ... these are never the only possibilities," Boric said at a ceremony honoring the victims of dictatorship-era crimes. 
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a presidential debate with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump repeatedly declined to say during this week's debate if he would veto a national abortion ban if he were elected again -- a question that has lingered as the Republican nominee has shifted his stances on the crucial election issue.
In Tuesday's debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, Trump said he would not sign a federal abortion ban, insisting that a ban would not pass Congress anyway. But he refused twice to say if he would veto such legislation if it landed on his desk. Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance, a Republican from Ohio, said in an interview with NBC News last month that the former president would veto a ban.
In response to moderators prompting him about Vance's statement, Trump said: "I didn't discuss it with JD, in all fairness. And I don't mind if he has a certain view, but I don't think he was speaking for me."

    


The exchange comes as voters and advocates across the spectrum wait for Trump to clarify his fluctuating stances on abortion, and Democrats warn that reproductive rights nationwide may be threatened by a second Trump presidency. Meanwhile, Harris emphasized support for reinstating a federal right to abortion Tuesday night.




"He was given an opportunity to give clarity to the American people. He could not do it," said Mini Timmaraju, president of the national abortion rights group Reproductive Freedom for All. "He will not answer that question directly."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

During the debate, Trump repeatedly took credit for appointing the three Supreme Court justices who helped overturn the constitutional right to abortion and leaned heavily on his catchall response to questions on abortion rights: saying the issue should be left up to the states.
"I'm not signing a ban," he said, adding that "there is no reason to sign the ban" because of the overturning of Roe v. Wade, which once granted a federal right to abortion.

    


He repeated that he is "not in favor of an abortion ban, but it doesn't matter, because this issue has now been taken over by the states."
 "This entire campaign cycle we've been telling voters they can't trust Donald Trump when it comes to their reproductive freedom," said Jenny Lawson, executive director at Planned Parenthood Votes. "And he just proved that right last night."
Following the debate, Carol Tobias, president of the National Right to Life Committee, said she wasn't surprised Trump didn't say he would support a national abortion ban because he has said in the past that there should not be one.
She said her group hasn't been focusing on a national ban "because it's not going to happen. The votes aren't there in Congress. You know, President Trump said he wouldn't sign it. We know Kamala Harris won't."
Kristan Hawkins, president of Students for Life of America, said the anti-abortion movement largely disagrees with Trump that abortion should be left up to the states, and in an April open letter to Trump, Students for Life of America urged him to commit to signing legislation restricting abortion. But Hawkins said, "That's a conversation that will be had in detail after the election."

    


Trump's states-based narrative is among his attempts to appear more moderate on abortion rights, which remain broadly popular and have emerged as among the GOP's greatest vulnerabilities heading into November.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Timmaraju said she believes Trump is only voicing opposition to a national ban now due to political pressure and a desire to win votes in November.
"Trusting him to be moderate in his position while in office is out of touch with reality," she said.
Around 6 in 10 Americans think their state should generally allow a person to obtain a legal abortion if they don't want to be pregnant for any reason, according to a July poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. Voters in seven states, including conservative ones such as Kentucky, Montana and Ohio, have either protected abortion rights or defeated attempts to restrict them in statewide votes over the past two years.

    


Trump's shifting abortion policy stances began when the former reality TV star and developer, who had once called himself "very pro-choice" started flirting with running for office.
Before becoming president, Trump has said he "would indeed support a ban" in his book "The America We Deserve," which was published in 2000. In 2016, he said he was "pro-life with exceptions" but said "there has to be some form of punishment" for women seeking abortions -- a position he quickly reversed. At the 2018 annual March for Life, Trump voiced support for a federal ban on abortion on or after 20 weeks of pregnancy.
More recently, Trump suggested in March that he might support a national ban on abortions around 15 weeks before announcing that he instead would leave it to the states.
In an April interview with Time magazine, Trump also said it should be left to the states whether to prosecute women for abortions or whether to monitor women's pregnancies and declined to comment on access to the abortion pill mifepristone, which was embroiled in an intense legal battle. When asked about mifepristone, he claimed only that he has "pretty strong views" on the matter and vowed to make a statement that has never come.

    


In May, he said he was open to regulations on contraception before backing away from the statement, claiming his comments were misinterpreted.
Trump also has appeared to reverse course on Florida's six-week abortion ban, which he has previously called a "mistake" and too extreme. Last month, he ultimately said he would vote against a state ballot measure attempting to repeal the law and enshrine abortion rights into the state constitution, a day after he seemed to indicate he would vote in favor of the measure. He told reporters the initiative is from "radical" Democrats and falsely claimed it would allow abortions up until birth.
___
Laura Ungar in Louisville, Ky. contributed to this report.
___
The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Pentagon's rare move to keep two Navy aircraft carriers in the Middle East over the past several weeks has now finished, as the USS Theodore Roosevelt is heading home, according to U.S. officials.
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin had ordered the Roosevelt to extend its deployment for a short time and remain in the region as the USS Abraham Lincoln was pushed to get to the area more quickly. The Biden administration beefed up the U.S. military presence there to help defend Israel from possible attacks by Iran and its proxies and to safeguard U.S. troops. 
U.S. commanders in the Middle East have long argued that the presence of a U.S. aircraft carrier and the warships accompanying it has been an effective deterrent in the region, particularly for Iran. Since the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip began last fall, there has been a persistent carrier presence in and around the region -- and for short periods they have overlapped to have two of the carriers there at the same time.

    


Prior to last fall, however, it had been years since the U.S. had committed that much warship power to the region.




The decision to bring the Roosevelt home comes as the war in Gaza has dragged on for 11 months, with tens of thousands of people dead, and international efforts to mediate a cease-fire between Israel and the Hamas militant group have repeatedly stalled as they accuse each other of making additional and unacceptable demands.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For a number of months earlier this year the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower remained in the Red Sea, able both to respond to help Israel and to defend commercial and military ships from attacks by the Iranian-backed Houthis in Yemen. The carrier, based in Norfolk, Virginia, returned home after an over eight-month deployment in combat that the Navy said was the most intense since World War II. 
U.S. officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss troop movements, said the San Diego-based Roosevelt and the USS Daniel Inouye, a destroyer, are expected to be in the Indo-Pacific Command's region on Thursday. The other destroyer in the strike group, the USS Russell, had already left the Middle East and has been operating in the South China Sea.

    


The Lincoln, which is now in the Gulf of Oman with several other warships, arrived in the Middle East about three weeks ago, allowing it to overlap with the Roosevelt until now.
There also are a number of U.S. ships in the eastern Mediterranean Sea, and two destroyers and the guided missile submarine USS Georgia are in the Red Sea.
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                    FILE - Rioters loyal to President Donald Trump rally at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        A U.S. Army soldier has been arrested in Hawaii on charges that he repeatedly struck a police officer with a flagpole during a mob's attack on the U.S. Capitol more than three years ago, according to court records unsealed on Wednesday.
Alexander Cain Poplin was arrested on Tuesday at Schofield Barracks, an Army installation near Honolulu. Poplin, 31, of Wahiawa, Hawaii, was scheduled to make his initial appearance in federal court on Wednesday.
The FBI received a tip in February 2021 that Poplin had posted on Facebook about attacking police during the Capitol riot. Poplin wrote that "we took our house back" and "stood for something," according to an FBI task force officer's affidavit.
In July 2024, the FBI investigator interviewed Poplin's military supervisor, who identified him in a photograph showing him wearing an Army camouflage backpack inside the restricted area of the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

    


Poplin attended then-President Donald Trump's "Stop the Steal" rally near the White House on Jan. 6. He joined the mob of Trump supporters who gathered at the Capitol, where lawmakers were meeting to certify President Joe Biden's 2020 electoral victory.




On the Capitol's Lower West Plaza, Poplin carried an "Area Closed" sign in his left hand and a flagpole bearing a blue flag in his right hand. A video captured him repeatedly striking a Metropolitan Police Department officer with the flagpole, the FBI affidavit says.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Poplin was arrested on a complaint charging him with five counts, including felony charges of interfering with police during a civil disorder and assaulting, resisting or impeding police with a dangerous weapon.
An attorney assigned to represent Poplin at Wednesday's hearing in Hawaii didn't immediately respond to an email seeking comment on the charges.
Nearly 1,500 people have been charged with Capitol riot-related federal crimes. Many rioters were military veterans, but only a handful were on active duty on Jan. 6. Approximately 140 police officers were injured in the attack.
___
Associated Press writer Lolita C. Baldor in Washington contributed.
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            As part of the rules for their debate, Harris and Trump's microphones were muted while their opponent answered questions from the moderators, and while they were unable to respond verbally in those moments, both nominees reacted with their faces to what they were hearing.
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                                        An estimated 67.1 million people watched the presidential debate between Kamala Harris and Donald Trump, a sharp increase from the June debate that eventually led to President Joe Biden dropping out of the race.
The debate was run by ABC News but shown on 17 different networks, the Nielsen company said. The Trump-Biden debate in June was seen by 51.3 million people.
Tuesday's count was short of the record viewership for a presidential debate, when 84 million people saw Trump's and Hillary Clinton's first faceoff in 2016. The first debate between Biden and Trump in 2020 reached 73.1 million people.
With Harris widely perceived to have outperformed Trump on Tuesday night, the former president and his supporters are sharply criticizing ABC moderators David Muir and Linsey Davis. The journalists waded into on-the-fly fact checks during the debate, correcting four statements by Trump.

    


No other debates are currently scheduled between the two presidential candidates, although there's been some talk about it and Fox News Channel has publicly offered alternatives. CBS will host a vice presidential debate between Tim Walz and JD Vance.




Tuesday's debate stakes were high to begin with, not only because of the impending election itself but because the last presidential debate uncorked a series of events that ended several weeks later with Biden's withdrawal from the race after his performance was widely panned.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Opinions on how ABC handled the latest debate Tuesday were, in a large sense, a Rorschach test on how supporters of both sides felt about how it went. MSNBC commentator Chris Hayes sent a message on X that the ABC moderators were doing an "excellent" job -- only to be answered by conservative commentator Ben Shapiro, who said, "this is how you know they're complete s---."
While CNN chose not to correct any misstatements by the candidates during Trump's debate with Biden in June, ABC instead challenged statements that Trump made about abortion, immigration, the 2020 election and violent crime.
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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            Iowa Libertarian congressional candidates Marco Battaglia, left, and Charles Aldrich speak to reporters after a hearing before the Iowa Supreme Court, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024, in Des Moines, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- Three Libertarian candidates running for Congress in Iowa will not be named on the ballot this November, the state Supreme Court said Wednesday, an outcome that could benefit Republicans in two competitive districts. 
The high court offered a quick and final decision following Tuesday's oral arguments, already more than a week after the deadline for state officials to certify the names of nominees before ballots can be printed.
Iowans affiliated with the Republican Party filed challenges against the three candidates, alleging that the Libertarian Party of Iowa failed to follow state law on the procedure for nominating their candidates. A three-member panel of state elected officials, comprised of two Republicans and one Democrat, ruled 2-1 in agreement with the challengers.
The Libertarian candidates filed a court challenge. A Polk County judge issued a decision Saturday saying the state objection panel's decision was appropriate, and the candidates immediately appealed to the high court.

    


The Iowa Supreme Court on Wednesday affirmed the lower court's decision.
Independent or third-party candidates usually have little chance of winning, but the question of how their margin of support  could change the outcome of the race vexes Democratic and Republican leaders alike.




"In general, the parties are worried about minor parties that might take votes from them," said Stephen Medvic, professor of government at Franklin & Marshall College. "It's a pretty straightforward calculus. The Libertarian is more likely to take votes from the Republican."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One of Iowa's four congressional races was decided by a razor-thin margin in 2022. Republican Zach Nunn, who was challenging incumbent Democrat Cindy Axne, won by less than a percentage point. There was not a third-party candidate.
Nunn is facing a competitive race against Democrat Lanon Baccam in the 3rd Congressional District, as is incumbent Republican Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks against Democrat Christina Bohannan in the 1st District. 

    


Representing the challengers, conservative attorney Alan Ostergren argued that the candidates were improperly nominated at the party's convention because the delegates at the initial county conventions had not yet started their terms. State law says delegates start their terms the day after they are selected at precinct caucuses, but the Libertarian Party held county conventions the same day.
Secretary of State Paul Pate and Attorney General Brenna Bird, two Republicans on the state elections panel, agreed. The lone dissent on the panel came from State Auditor Rob Sand, a Democrat who accused his colleagues of political bias against the Libertarian candidates.
Before the Iowa Supreme Court, the state argued that enforcement of election law as written protects election integrity and transparency, and these laws ensure that the delegates actually have the authority to speak on behalf of voters and prevent conflicts that could promote more than one nominee.
Ostergren added that the laws may seem "harsh" when enforced, but they provide regularity in the process of gaining access to the ballot.

    


"If you want to be on the general election ballot and have every eligible Iowan who can participate in that election show up and decide you among other people, you got to follow those rules," he said.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Lawyers for the candidates argued that the technicality does not invalidate the selection of the candidates -- undisputed within the party -- and warrants an infraction on the organization, not the candidates' removal from the ballot.
Ultimately, Libertarian nominees Nicholas Gluba in the 1st District, Marco Battaglia in the 3rd District and Charles Aldrich in the 4th District will not be named on the general election ballots.
Battaglia said after Tuesday's hearing that the challenges were an "unfair attack" and that he's done everything he could to make sure "things were done the right way."
"I will stay in until the end of the race regardless. I plan to do that no matter what happened today or yesterday or tomorrow," he said, saying he'd run a write-in campaign. "That's the alternative they leave me with, but I'm fine with that, if that's how they decide."
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            FILE - County employees open ballots in the mail ballot processing room at the Washoe County Registrar of Voters office in Reno, Nev., June 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Andy Barron, File)
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                                        It might feel like the presidential election is still a long way off. It's not.
Election Day on Nov. 5 is less than two months away, and major dates, events and political developments will make it fly by.
The first mail ballots of the general election were sent out Wednesday, the day after the first debate between Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris and Republican nominee Donald Trump. Early in-person voting will start as soon as Sept. 20 in some states.
Here's a look at why the calendar will move quickly between now and Election Day.
Who's ready to vote?
The first batch of ballots typically sent out are ones to military and overseas voters. Under federal law, that must happen at least 45 days before an election -- which this year is Sept. 21.
Some states start earlier.
Election offices in North Carolina had been scheduled to begin sending mail ballots to all voters who requested them on Sept. 6. But that has been delayed because presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. successfully sued to have his name removed from the state's ballot after he suspended his campaign and endorsed Trump. That allowed Alabama to become the first state to send out absentee ballots for the presidential election cycle.

    


Voter registration deadlines vary by state, with most falling between eight and 30 days before the election, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. The deadline is Oct. 7 in Georgia, one of this year's most prominent presidential battlegrounds.




Nearly all states offer some version of in-person voting, though the rules and dates vary considerably.
The gloves come off

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The first presidential debate between Harris and Trump is over, allowing the debate over whether there will be a second debate to begin.
Harris' pick for vice president, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, and Trump's, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, have agreed to an Oct. 1 debate hosted by CBS News in New York City.

    


Vance has challenged Walz to another vice presidential debate on Sept. 18, although it's not been set. 
A possible criminal sentence for Trump
Trump had been scheduled to be sentenced Sept. 18 in his hush money criminal case, but that has now been delayed until after the election.
Trump's lawyers had argued that holding the sentencing as originally scheduled, about seven weeks before Election Day, would amount to election interference.
Trump was convicted in May on 34 counts of falsifying business records to conceal a $130,000 hush money payment to porn actor Stormy Daniels just before the 2016 presidential election. Falsifying business records is punishable by up to four years in prison. Other potential sentences include probation, a fine or a conditional discharge that would require Trump to stay out of trouble to avoid additional punishment.
Next steps in Trump's other New York cases
The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals heard arguments Sept. 6 in Trump's appeal of a jury's verdict last year ordering him to pay $5 million to writer E. Jean Carroll after it found him liable for sexually assaulting and defaming her. Trump also is appealing a verdict in a second trial in January in which a jury found him liable on additional defamation claims and ordered him to pay Carroll $83.3 million.

    


On Sept. 26, a New York appeals court will hear oral arguments in Trump's challenge of a nearly $500 million civil fraud judgment in state Attorney General Letitia James' lawsuit against him. The court typically rules about a month after arguments, meaning a decision could come before the November election. Trump's lawyers argue that a judge's Feb. 16 finding that the former president lied for years about his wealth as he built his real estate empire was "erroneous" and "egregious." State lawyers responded in court papers this week that there's "overwhelming evidence" to support the verdict.
What about Trump's election and document cases?

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


A state case in Georgia that charged Trump and 18 others in a wide-ranging scheme to overturn his 2020 loss in the state is stalled with no chance of going to trial before the election. 
Federal prosecutors have brought two criminal cases against Trump, but one was dismissed by a judge last month and the other is likely to be reshaped by the recent U.S. Supreme Court opinion that conferred broad immunity on former presidents for official acts they take in office.

    


Special counsel Jack Smith has appealed the dismissal by U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon of an indictment charging Trump with hoarding classified documents at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida and obstructing the FBI's efforts to get them back. But even if a federal appeals court reinstates the case and reverses the judge's ruling that Smith's appointment was unconstitutional, there's no chance of a trial taking place this year.
In light of the Supreme Court's immunity ruling, a federal judge in Washington is now tasked with deciding which allegations in a separate case charging Trump with plotting to overturn the 2020 election can remain part of the prosecution and which ones must be discarded. Deciding which acts are official and which are not is likely to be an arduous process.

    


Fights over voting and the election

Before the first ballots are even cast, both camps are gearing up to fight over voting.
Battles over election rules have become a staple of American democracy, but they're expected to reach new heights this year. Trump installed his own leadership team at the Republican National Committee, including a director of election integrity who helped him try to overturn Biden's win in 2020. The RNC has filed a blizzard of lawsuits challenging voting rules and promises that more are on the way.
Democrats also are mobilizing and assembling a robust legal team. Among other things, they are objecting to GOP efforts to remove some inactive voters or noncitizens from voter rolls, arguing that legal voters will get swept up in the purges.
Republicans have particularly escalated their rhetoric over the specter of noncitizens voting, even though repeated investigations have shown it almost never happens. Some also are pushing to give local election boards the ability to refuse to certify election results.
All indications are these efforts are laying the groundwork for Trump to again claim the election was stolen from him if he loses and to try to overturn the will of the voters. But there's no way to know if that will happen until the ballots are cast.
___
Associated Press writers Kate Brumback and Christina A. Cassidy in Atlanta, Meg Kinnard in Chicago, Nicholas Riccardi in Denver, Michael R. Sisak in New York and Eric Tucker in Washington contributed to this report, as did AP election researcher Ryan Dubicki in New York.
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            Lynne Patton, Laura Loomer and Corey Lewandowski watch as Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump visits the Shanksville Volunteer Fire Company in Shanksville, Pa., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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            Laura Loomer arrives with Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump for a visit to the Shanksville Volunteer Fire Company in Shanksville, Pa., Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        Laura Loomer, a right-wing activist who posted last year that 9/11 was an "inside job," joined Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump in New York and Pennsylvania on Wednesday as he commemorated the anniversary of the attacks.
The 31-year-old provocateur and influencer posted photos from ground zero and shared a video of Trump talking with firefighters in Lower Manhattan on Wednesday morning, writing, "They were thrilled to see him." She also accompanied the former president to Shanksville, Pennsylvania, where one of the planes crashed 23 years ago after crew members and passengers fought back against the hijackers.
"HAPPENING NOW: President Trump just visited the Shanksville Fire Department after visiting the memorial site of United Flight 93 and meeting with family members of 9/11 terrorist attack victims in Shanksville, Pennsylvania," she posted on X on Wednesday afternoon. "NEVER FORGET!"

    


Loomer said in a text message to The Associated Press that she doesn't work for the Trump campaign and that she was "invited as a guest." She did not respond to questions about her past statements about 9/11. 




The Trump campaign responded with a statement from an unnamed campaign official. "Today, President Trump put politics aside and stood beside Kamala Harris and Joe Biden to honor those who lost their lives during the worst terrorist attack in our nation's history. The day wasn't about anyone other than the souls who are no longer with us, their families, and the heroes who courageously stepped up to save their fellow Americans on that fateful day," it read.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Loomer was also spotted departing Trump's plane when he landed in Philadelphia for Tuesday's debate.
Trump has a long history of elevating and associating with people who trade in falsehoods and conspiracy theories, and he regularly amplifies posts on his social media site shared by those like Loomer, who promote QAnon, an apocalyptic and convoluted conspiracy theory centered on the belief that Trump is fighting the "deep state." During the debate, Trump pushed baseless claims about migrants stealing and eating cats and dogs and later defended his comments by saying he was repeating things he'd seen on TV.

    


She frequently makes anti-Islam and anti-immigrant posts on social media and has been targeting Trump's Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, with vile racist and sexist attacks. Last year, she shared a video on X that said "9/11 was an Inside Job!" and claimed it was somehow related to then-Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld's announcing $2.3 trillion in "lost" government funds on Sept. 10, 2001. 
The post misrepresented Rumsfeld's remarks, which were about a challenge in tracking funds due to outdated technology. The day before 9/11 was not the first time the problem had been discussed.
The conspiracy theory that U.S. officials are hiding information about the Sept. 11 attacks or were somehow involved in the planning has taken hold among a segment of determined "truthers," but many of their most prevalent claims have fallen apart upon further scrutiny.

    


Loomer's stepped-up presence in Trump's entourage comes as he has made a number of staff changes in recent weeks, including bringing back veterans of his 2016 and 2020 campaigns, like former campaign manager Corey Lewandowski. Lewandowski was known for the mantra "Let Trump be Trump."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


She has long served as one of Trump's fiercest supporters in the Make America Great Again wing of the Republican Party. She led attacks against Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis on Trump's behalf during the primary phase of the 2024 campaign and has been deeply involved in pro-Trump politics -- and the more extreme elements it has attracted -- for years.
Some Trump allies would prefer the former president to distance himself from Loomer, but Trump has welcomed her as a semi-regular presence in recent months.
When she ran as a Republican for Congress in Florida in 2020, Loomer celebrated her primary win at a party attended by controversial figures including Gavin McInnes, the founder of the far-right extremist group the Proud Boys. She later lost the 2020 House race to Democrat Lois Frankel. She also ran unsuccessfully for Congress in 2022. 
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks during a presidential debate with Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris at the National Constitution Center, Tuesday, Sept.10, 2024, in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump on Tuesday amplified false rumors that Haitian immigrants in Ohio were abducting and eating pets, repeating during a televised debate the type of inflammatory and anti-immigrant rhetoric he has promoted throughout his campaigns.
There is no evidence that Haitian immigrants in an Ohio community are doing that, officials say. But during the debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, Trump specifically mentioned Springfield, Ohio, the town at the center of the claims, saying that immigrants were taking over the city.
"They're eating the dogs. They're eating the cats. They're eating the pets of the people that live there," he said.
Harris called Trump "extreme" and laughed after his comment. Debate moderators pointed out that city officials have said the claims are not true. 
Trump's comments echoed claims made by his campaign, including his running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, and other Republicans. The claims attracted attention this week when Vance posted on social media that his office has "received many inquiries" about Haitian migrants abducting pets. Vance acknowledged Tuesday it was possible "all of these rumors will turn out to be false." 

    


Officials have said there have been no credible or detailed reports about the claims, even as Trump and his allies use them to amplify racist stereotypes about Black and brown immigrants.




While president, Trump questioned why the U.S. would accept people from "s---hole" countries such as Haiti and some in Africa. His 2024 campaign has focused heavily on illegal immigration, often referencing in his speeches crimes committed by migrants. He argues immigrants are responsible for driving up crime and drug abuse in the United States and taking resources from American citizens. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Here's a closer look at how the false claims have spread. 
How did this get started?
On Sept. 6, a post surfaced on X that shared what looked like a screengrab of a social media post apparently out of Springfield. The retweeted post talked about the person's "neighbor's daughter's friend" seeing a cat hanging from a tree to be butchered and eaten, claiming without evidence that Haitians lived at the house. The accompanying photo showed a Black man carrying what appeared to be a Canada goose by its feet. That post continued to get shared on social media.

    


On Monday, Vance posted on X. "Reports now show that people have had their pets abducted and eaten by people who shouldn't be in this country. Where is our border czar?" he said. The next day, Vance posted again on X about Springfield, saying his office had received inquires from residents who said "their neighbors' pets or local wildlife were abducted by Haitian migrants. It's possible, of course, that all of these rumors will turn out to be false."
Other Republicans shared similar posts. Among them was Texas Sen. Ted Cruz, who posted a photo of kittens with a caption that said to vote for Trump "So Haitian immigrants don't eat us."
Hours before Trump's debate with Harris, he posted two related photos on his social media site. One Truth Social post was a photo of Trump surrounded by cats and geese. Another featured armed cats wearing MAGA hats. 

    


A billboard campaign launched by the Republican Party of Arizona at 12 sites in metropolitan Phoenix plays off the false rumors. The billboard image resembles a Chick-fil-A ad, portraying four kittens and urging people to "Vote Republican!" and "Eat Less Kittens."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Chick-fil-A said the party didn't reach out to the restaurant chain before running the ad, declining to comment further. In a statement, the state party said the ad humorously underscores the need for border security. 
What do officials in Ohio say?
The office of the Springfield city manager, Bryan Heck, issued a statement knocking down the rumors.
"In response to recent rumors alleging criminal activity by the immigrant population in our city, we wish to clarify that there have been no credible reports or specific claims of pets being harmed, injured or abused by individuals within the immigrant community," Heck's office said in an emailed statement. 

    


Springfield police on Monday told the Springfield News-Sun that they had received no reports of stolen or eaten pets. 
Gov. Mike DeWine, R-Ohio, held a news conference Tuesday to address the influx of Haitian immigrants to Springfield. He said he will send state troopers to Springfield to help local law enforcement deal with traffic issues and is earmarking $2.5 million over two years to provide more primary health care to immigrant families. 
DeWine declined to address the allegations, deferring comment to local officials. But he repeatedly spoke in support of the people of Haiti, where his family has long operated a charity. 
What do we know about a separate case 175 miles (281 km) away?
An entirely unrelated incident that occurred last month in Canton, Ohio, quickly and erroneously conflated into the discussion.

    


On Aug. 26, Canton police charged a 27-year-old woman with animal cruelty and disorderly conduct after she "did torture, kill, and eat a cat in a residential area in front (of) multiple people," according to a police report.
But Allexis Ferrell is not Haitian. She was born in Ohio and graduated from Canton's McKinley High School in 2015, according to public records and newspaper reports. Court records show she has been in and out of trouble with the law since at least 2017. Messages seeking comment were not returned by several attorneys who have represented her. 
She is being held in Stark County jail pending a competency hearing next month, according to the prosecutor's office. 
What do advocates for Haitian immigrants say? 
The posts create a false narrative and could be dangerous for Haitians in the United States, according to Guerline Jozef, founder and executive director of the Haitian Bridge Alliance, a group that supports and advocates for immigrants of African descent
"We are always at the receiving end of all kind of barbaric, inhumane narratives and treatments, specifically when it comes to immigration," Jozef said in a phone interview. 
Her comments echoed White House national security spokesman John Kirby. 
"There will be people that believe it, no matter how ludicrous and stupid it is," Kirby said. "And they might act on that kind of information, and act on it in a way where somebody could get hurt. So it needs to stop."
What is the broader context of Haitians in Ohio and the United States?
Springfield, a city of roughly 60,000, has seen its Haitian population grow in recent years. It's impossible to give an exact number, according to the city, but it estimates Springfield's entire county has an overall immigrant population of 15,000. 
The city also says that the Haitian immigrants are in the country legally under a federal program that allows for them to remain in the country temporarily. Last month the Biden administration granted eligibility for temporary legal status to about 300,000 Haitians already in the United States because conditions in Haiti are considered unsafe for them to return. Haiti's government has extended a state of emergency to the entire country due to endemic gang violence. 
Another matter cropping up and raised by Trump in an email Monday is the August 2023 death of an 11-year-old boy after a vehicle driven by an immigrant from Haiti hit the boy's school bus. After that, residents demanding answers about the immigrant community spoke out at city council meetings. 
___
Catalini reported from Trenton, New Jersey, and Shipkowski from Toms River, New Jersey.
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                    FILE - The Egyptian Theatre is pictured on the eve of the 2017 Sundance Film Festival on Wednesday, Jan. 18, 2017, in Park City, Utah. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        The Sundance Film Festival has narrowed its search for a new home down to three finalists.
One option remains a combination of Salt Lake City and Park City, Utah, the latter its base for over 40 years. The other two, Boulder, Colorado, and Cincinnati would find the country's foremost showcase for independent film putting new roots down, the Sundance Institute said Thursday.
Eugene Hernandez, the festival's director and head of public programming said that each of the finalist cities "has shown us the blend of exciting possibilities, values, and logistics needed to produce a vibrant, inviting, and inclusive Festival."
For now, Sundance will continue operating out of Park City for the 2025 and 2026 festivals. Changes won't go into effect until the 2027 festival. Should the organization stick with Utah, the festival would center itself in Salt Lake City, with some elements in Park City.

    


Local leaders all issued statements as well. Colorado Gov. Jared Polis said that Boulder is "the next natural home" for the festival, touting Colorado's creative communities. Cincinnati Mayor Aftab Pureval and Kristen Schlotman, the head of Film Cincinnati spoke about the Ohio city's dedication to the arts and its ability to offer a "dynamic, walkable and accessible new venue." Finally, Salt Lake City Mayor Erin Mendenhall, Park City Mayor Nann Worel and Salt Lake County Mayor Jenny Wilson said they are eager to "forge an even stronger bond to inspire artists and elevate the festival experience."




The Robert Redford-founded festival has been a launching pad for many top filmmakers over the years, from Quentin Tarantino to Ryan Coogler. It's also premiered many eventual Oscar nominees and winners, including "CODA," their first best picture winner, and the past three documentary winners "20 Days in Mariupol,""Navalny" and "Summer of Soul."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last year's hybrid festival generated just over $118 million for the state of Utah, according to Sundance's 2023 economic impact report. But there have been growing concerns that it has outgrown its mountainside ski town. The festival has long sparred with local ski resorts -- Park City's other major money maker -- as more than 86,000 festivalgoers fill the hotels and leave the slopes virtually empty for two weeks during peak ski season.
In April, the Sundance Institute started exploring host cities outside of its longtime home. The three finalists were winnowed down from a list of six, revealed in July, that included Louisville, Kentucky; Santa Fe, New Mexico; and Atlanta.
A final decision is expected in early 2025.
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                    In this his handout photo taken by Stephanie Branchu for Netflix on April 2, 2024, in Paris, Lily Collins, left, French President Emmanuel Macron's wife Brigitte Macron, center, and Thalia Besson pose for a selfie during the shooting of episode 407 of Netflix series "Emily in Paris". (Netflix via AP)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- France's First Lady Brigitte Macron is appearing as a surprise guest on the fourth season of the Netflix show "Emily in Paris," parts of which were released on Thursday.
The show's main actress, Lily Collins, who plays Emily Cooper, told The Associated Press on Wednesday that Brigitte Macron was "a big fan of the show." The First Lady invited her and Darren Star, the series' creator, to meet a few years ago and shared her desire to appear on the show, Collins said.
"She was so kind and warm and welcoming and she was so enthusiastic about the show," Collins said. "Having her on set was so fun, she improv-ed, we had such a great time together ... It was an honor to do that with her."
The First Lady plays herself in one of the new season's episodes. 
The first half of Season 4 came out on Netflix on Aug. 15.
The cast all headed to Rome this week to premiere the new episodes, some of which are set in Rome.
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            FILE - Justin Timberlake appears at the premiere of "Trolls Band Together" in Los Angeles on Nov. 15, 2023. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Justin Timberlake performs at the Pilgrimage Music and Cultural Festival in Franklin, Tenn., on Sept. 23, 2017. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Justin Timberlake appears at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party in Beverly Hills, Calif., on March 10, 2024. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Justin Timberlake is scheduled to enter a new plea Friday in his drunken driving case in New York's Hamptons, prosecutors said. Details of the plea weren't disclosed, but a person with knowledge of the deal said Timberlake has agreed to plead guilty to a less serious offense than the original charge of driving while intoxicated.
The person spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly about the case.
Timberlake's attorney, Edward Burke, declined to comment.
The pop singer is set to appear in person on Friday in Sag Harbor Village Court to enter a plea, Suffolk County District Attorney Ray Tierney's office confirmed Wednesday.
Timberlake was arrested in the village of Sag Harbor, on the eastern end of Long Island, on June 18 after police said he ran a stop sign in the village center, veered out of his lane and got out of his BMW smelling of alcohol. The 43-year-old Tennessee native pleaded not guilty to a misdemeanor drunken driving charge.

    


At a hearing last month, a judge suspended Timberlake's right to drive in New York.




His lawyer, Burke, has maintained that Timberlake was not drunk and that the case should be dropped.
Timberlake was pulled over after leaving a Sag Harbor hotel around 12:30 a.m., according to police.
"His eyes were bloodshot and glassy, a strong odor of an alcoholic beverage was emanating from his breath, he was unable to divide attention, he had slowed speech, he was unsteady afoot and he performed poorly on all standardized field sobriety tests," police said in a court filing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Timberlake told the officer he had had one martini and was following some friends home, according to police. He was arrested and spent the night in custody at a police station.
The boy band singer-turned-solo star and actor's agent and other representatives didn't immediately respond to emails seeking comment Wednesday.

    


A 10-time Grammy winner, Timberlake began performing as a young Disney Mouseketeer, rose to fame as part of the boy band NSYNC and embarked on a solo recording career in the early 2000s.
Sag Harbor is a one-time whaling village mentioned in Herman Melville's classic novel "Moby-Dick" that's nestled amid the Hamptons, around 100 miles (160 kilometers) east of New York City.
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            Rock and Roll Hall of Famer Jon Bon Jovi and a video production assistant persuaded a woman standing on the ledge of a pedestrian bridge in Nashville to come back over the railing to safety.
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            FILE - Jon Bon Jovi poses for a portrait in New York, Sept. 23, 2020, to promote his new album "2020". (Photo by Drew Gurian/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Rock & Roll Hall of Famer Jon Bon Jovi and a video production assistant persuaded a woman standing on the ledge of a pedestrian bridge in Nashville to come back over the railing to safety.
Police say the encounter happened Tuesday on the Seigenthaler Pedestrian Bridge, which spans the Cumberland River.
The Tennessean reported that Bon Jovi was filming a music video on the bridge, which remained open to the public during the shoot.
Video that was posted to YouTube but later removed showed the assistant talking to the woman. The Grammy-winning front man slowly approached, waved to the woman and joined in the conversation.
EDITOR'S NOTE -- In the U.S., the national suicide and crisis lifeline is available by calling or texting 988. There is also an online chat at 988lifeline.org.




Eventually the woman turned around to face the two, and they helped her over the railing to safety. Bon Jovi talked to the woman and hugged her.
A representative for the singer said Bon Jovi would not be commenting on the incident.
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                    FILE - Maze featuring Frankie Beverly, right, performs during the Essence Music Festival at the Louisiana Superdome in New Orleans, Sunday, July 5, 2009. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- Frankie Beverly, who with his band Maze inspired generations of fans with his smooth, soulful voice and lasting anthems including "Before I Let Go," has died. He was 77. 
His family said in a post on the band's website and social media accounts that Beverly died Tuesday. In the post, which asked for privacy, the family said "he lived his life with a pure soul, as one would say, and for us, no one did it better." The post did not say his cause of death or where he died.
Beverly, whose songs include "Joy and Pain," "Love is the Key," and "Southern Girl," finished his farewell "I Wanna Thank You Tour" in his hometown of Philadelphia in July. That same month, the Essence Festival of Culture in New Orleans included a special tribute to Beverly and Maze, who closed out the event for its first 15 years. His performances at the festival -- the nation's largest annual celebration of Black culture -- would turn the crowd into a sea of dancing fans, many wearing white clothing like Beverly himself often donned.

    


"Frankie Beverly's artistry wasn't just about sound; it was the very thread that stitched together our collective memories and moments of joy," the festival's organizers said in a statement. "His melodies will forever echo in our hearts and continue to inspire."




Marc Morial, president of the National Urban League and a former mayor of New Orleans, said Maze's 1981 album "Live In New Orleans" cemented the city's relationship with Beverly. Morial said he always sat in the front row for Maze's closeout show at the festival and remembers turning around and seeing a crowd that was "joyful like a choir" singing all of the words with Beverly.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"His music had feeling. It had positive themes of love, happiness, family and togetherness," Morial said. "It was just electrical and magical and it's what made us fall in love with him."

    


Beverly's songs have become interwoven into celebrations in Black communities. The band's 1981 song "Before I Let Go," which has been covered by Beyonce, can be heard everywhere from clubs to cookouts, sure to get people on their feet.
"When the song comes on, it's time to dance," said Hakeem Holmes, vice president of the Essence Festival.
He said the band's music brings such comfort and joy that there's a "healing aspect" to it. And, he said, songs like "We Are One" bring people together as everyone sings along.
In an interview published over the summer in Essence magazine, Beverly called music "the love of my life." He said in the interview that he didn't know exactly why his music appealed across all ages, but that he believed "God made a path for my music to reach each generation."
Howard Stanley Beverly, born Dec. 6, 1946 in Philadelphia, was so taken with the 1950s R&B group Frankie Lymon and The Teenagers that he changed his name to Frankie. 
Maze started out in Philadelphia the early 1970s as Raw Soul before heading to the San Francisco Bay Area. It was Marvin Gaye who convinced him to change the band's name to Maze and, in 1977, helped them release their first album, "Maze Featuring Frankie Beverly."

    


On the title track of his 1989 album "Silky Soul," Beverly paid tribute to Gaye, remembering the singer who thrived on the romantic soul and protest songs that Maze was also known for.
"That kind of faith, you're talking '60s, hippie generation," Beverly told The Associated Press in 1990. "It's missing and I personally feel bad about that. We grew up in the '60s -- we're ex-hippies." 
Among those mourning Beverly was Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Jalen Hurts, who wrote on X: "His timeless music, his powerful words and his lasting impact. I'm devastated to hear about this one."
New Orleans resident Sedrick T. Thomas, 64, a lifelong fan of Beverly and his music, said Beverly's passing "leaves a chasm in the world of R&B."
"I feel myself in mourning," Thomas said. "Frankie was a great entertainer who made sure we, as fans, walked away with an incredible experience. I grew up on his music. I thank him for 'Joy and Pain,' for 'Southern Girl,' for 'Happy Feelin's, and for 'Before I Let Go.' I thank him for the time and energy he put into his performances. And though the music will live on, he will be greatly missed."
___
Stengle reported from Dallas.
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                    This cover image released by Knopf shows "The Unsettled" by Ayana Mathis. (Knopf via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A $10,000 literary award named for the late author-editor-podcaster Gabe Hudson has been established by the publisher McSweeney's, where Hudson once worked.
The inaugural winner, Ayana Mathis' "The Unsettled," was announced Thursday, on what would have been Hudson's 53rd birthday. He died last year from complications due to undiagnosed diabetes. Hudson published two books, the story collection "Dear Mr. President" and the novel "Gork the Teenage Dragon," and was widely admired for his support of other writers.
"It is the privilege of a lifetime to become part of Gabe's legacy of generosity, literary community, and artistic excellence as the inaugural recipient of this distinguished award," Mathis said in a statement.
The prize, which honors the best second work of fiction of the previous year, was decided upon by a four-judge panel led by novelist Akhil Sharma. Hudson's mother, Sanchia Semere, provided funding for the award. 

    


"Gabe, my son, wanted to be a writer from a young age. He was a voracious reader, and was friends with many in the writing community, as well as a friend to many who sought his advice on writing," Semere said in a statement. "I recall Gabe submitting to McSweeney's early on, and the thrill he experienced when McSweeney's published a submission. I can think of no better way for Gabe's name to live on than to establish the Gabe Hudson Prize at McSweeney's to award writers whose second books exemplify the notions of humor, satire and the generosity of spirit for which Gabe was known."
Runners-up for the Hudson prize were Justin Torres' "Blackouts," Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah's "Chain Gang All-Stars" and Hilary Leichter's "Terrace Story."
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "The Games Gods Play (deluxe ltd. ed.)" by Abigail Owen (Red Tower)
2. "Passions in Death" by J.D. Robb (St. Martin's)
3. "The Cursed (special ed.)" by Harper L. Woods (Bramble)
4. "Vince Flynn: Capture or Kill" by Don Bentley (Atria/Bestler)
5. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
6. "The Life Impossible" by Matt Haig (Viking)
7. "By Any Other Name" by Jodi Picoult (Ballantine)
8. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
9. "Clive Cussler: Ghost Soldier" by Mike Maden (Putnam)
10. "Blue Sisters" by Coco Mellors (Ballantine)
11. "The Book of Bill" by Alex Hirsch (Hyperion Avenue)
12. "The Coven (special ed.)" by Harper L. Woods (Bramble)
13. "Creation Lake" by Rachel Kushner (Scribner)
14. "The God of the Woods" by Liz Moore (Riverhead)
15. "All the Colors of the Dark" by Chris Whitaker (Crown)
____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "The Dragon's Prophecy" by Jonathan Cahn (Frontline)

    


2. "Good Energy" by Casey Means (Avery)
3. "Lovely One" by Ketanji Brown Jackson (Random House)
4. "Big Vegan Flavor" by Nisha Vora (Avery)
5. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)
6. "Experiencing the American Dream" by Mark Matson (Wiley)


7. "Save America" by Donald J. Trump (Winning Team)
8. "Likeable Badass" by Alison Fragale (Doubleday)
9. "Practicing the Way" by John Mark Comer (Waterbrook)
10. "What Happens Next" by Max Lucado (Thomas Nelson) 
11. "The New Menopause" by Mary Claire Haver (Rodale)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

12. "Zoe Bakes Cookies" by Zoe Francois (Ten Speed)
13. "Imminent" by Luis Elizondo (Morrow)
14. "The Art of Power" by Nancy Pelosi (Simon & Schuster)
15. "What's Next" by Fitzgerald/McCormack (Dutton)
____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "Wild Eyes" by Elsie Silver (Bloom)
2. "Daydream" by Hannah Grace (Atria)
3. "Chainsaw Man, Vol. 16" by Tatsuki Fujimoto (Viz)
4. "Demon Copperhead" by Barbara Kingsolver (Harper Perennial)
5. "It Ends with Us (media tie-in)" by Colleen Hoover (Atria)

    


6. "The Housemaid Is Watching" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
7. "The Perfect Son" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
8. "Haunting Adeline" by H.D. Carlton (Zando)
9. "The Cinnamon Bun Book Store" by Laurie Gilmore (One More Chapter)
10. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
11. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
12. "Holly" by Stephen King (Scribner)
13. "Just for the Summer" by Abby Jimenez (Forever) 
14. "Apprentice to the Villain" by Hannah Nicole Maehrer (Red Tower)
15. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
_____
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            FILE - Dawn Richard arrives at the 66th annual Grammy Awards on Sunday, Feb. 4, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the LA Premiere of "The Four: Battle For Stardom" at the CBS Radford Studio Center on May 30, 2018, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A singer who achieved success in bands put together by Sean "Diddy" Combs has sued the music producer, describing years of psychological and physical abuse, including groping, that she says she suffered as he helped launch her career.
With her lawsuit filed Tuesday in Manhattan federal court, Dawn Richard added her voice to those now saying the music mogul subjected the people around him to an explosive temper, violent threats, and sexually charged and drug-fueled environments as they tried to follow his orders.
Richard, who became more widely known after appearing on the MTV reality show "Making the Band," is suing for unspecified damages as well as millions of dollars in income that she says she was denied. She argues that damages, including punitive, are warranted because she suffered economic harm, physical injury, pain and suffering, and serious psychological and emotional distress.

    


Combs' representatives said in a statement that Combs was "shocked and disappointed" by the lawsuit. They said Richard was making "an attempt to rewrite history" by manufacturing "a series of false claims all in the hopes of trying to get a pay day -- conveniently timed to coincide with her album release and press tour."




They added that if her experience was so negative, Richard would not have continued working directly with Combs for so long, including returning in 2020 for a "Making the Band" reboot and agreeing to be featured on "The Love Album" last year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's unfortunate that Ms. Richard has cast their 20-year friendship aside to try and get money from him, but Mr. Combs is confidently standing on truth and looks forward to proving that in court," they said.
According to the lawsuit, Richard witnessed Combs repeatedly abuse his girlfriend and endured threats that caused her to fear for her life as Richard worked on songs, often with no food or sleep for a day or two at a time, while becoming known in music circles as a member of the girl group Danity Kane and later as a member of Combs' band Diddy -- Dirty Money.

    


She says in the lawsuit that Combs regularly exploded in rage, hurling cellular phones, laptops, food and studio equipment across the room or at people. At other times, the lawsuit says, Richard witnessed him choking and strangling his protege and longtime girlfriend, Casandra "Cassie" Ventura. The events occurred from 2004 through 2011, according to the suit.
In May, CNN aired 2016 hotel security video that showed Combs punching, kicking and dragging the R& B singer Cassie. The incident closely matched a description in a lawsuit that Cassie, whose legal name is Casandra Ventura, filed in November and that was settled the following day but drew intense scrutiny toward Combs, including a federal criminal investigation.
A few days after the video's airing, Combs posted an apology video on social media saying he was "truly sorry" and that his actions were "inexcusable."
In her lawsuit, Richard says she "now adds her voice to the growing chorus of victims bravely sharing their harrowing stories. Together, they seek justice and stand in solidarity, as the latest victims of the #MeToo movement in the music industry."

    


In court papers, she accuses Combs of asking: "You want to die today?" And she alleges that he bragged that "I end people" as he withheld her earnings, stole her copyrighted works and subjected her to groping, assault and false imprisonment by locking her in a car for hours at one point.
Richard says in the lawsuit that between 2009 and 2011 while she did recordings, rehearsals and performances, Combs repeatedly demanded that she strip down to her underwear and made demeaning remarks about her body, sometimes calling her "lazy, fat, ugly and skinny," even in front of his friends, producers and bodyguards.
On numerous occasions, the lawsuit says, Combs would enter Richard's changing room while she was undressed and grope her bare buttocks and chest area near her breasts. During an October 2010 trip to perform in Glasgow, Scotland, Combs made overt sexual advances towards Richard, it contends.

    


She included those around Combs and music companies which supported him as defendants, alleging that Combs carried out so much of his abuse in public settings and with record company employees around that they could be found liable.
The Associated Press does not typically name people who say they have been sexually abused unless they come forward publicly as Richard and Cassie have done.
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            Democratic candidate Kamala Harris earned a big, if not unsurprising, endorsement from pop superstar Taylor Swift. The singer-songwriter also wanted to set the record straight after former President Donald Trump shared a fake AI image of her. (AP video by Kristin M. Hall)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 11 | 
            FILE - Taylor Swift attends an in conversation with Taylor Swift event at the Toronto International Film Festival on Sept. 9, 2022. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 11 | 
            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs during the opener of her Eras tour Friday, March 17, 2023, at State Farm Stadium in Glendale, Ariz. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift arrives at the world premiere of the concert film "Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour" in Los Angeles on Oct. 11, 2023. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour on Friday, June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift arrives at the 65th annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles on Feb. 5, 2023. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at the Monumental stadium during her Eras Tour concert in Buenos Aires, Argentina on Nov. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at the Monumental stadium during her Eras Tour concert in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Nov. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at the Monumental stadium during her Eras Tour concert in Buenos Aires, Argentina on Nov. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs during "The Eras Tour," Monday, Aug. 7, 2023, at SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift attends an in conversation with Taylor Swift event at the Toronto International Film Festival on Sept. 9, 2022. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift arrives at the world premiere of the concert film "Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour" in Los Angeles on Oct. 11, 2023. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at Wembley Stadium as part of her Eras Tour on Friday, June 21, 2024 in London. (Photo by Scott A Garfitt/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift arrives at the 65th annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles on Feb. 5, 2023. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at the Monumental stadium during her Eras Tour concert in Buenos Aires, Argentina on Nov. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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            FILE - Taylor Swift performs at the Monumental stadium during her Eras Tour concert in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Nov. 9, 2023. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko, File)
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                                        NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -- Music superstar Taylor Swift has officially launched her Kamala Harris era.
Shortly after the Democratic nominee and former President Donald Trump finished their first, and likely only, presidential debate Tuesday evening, Swift, who is nearing the end of her "Eras Tour," released a lengthy Instagram post announcing her support for Harris -- as well as a link to a voter registration website. 
She included a photo of herself holding her cat Benjamin Button, and she signed the message "Childless Cat Lady" -- a reference to 2021 comments made by JD Vance, Trump's running mate, about how women without children don't really have a stake in the country's future.
The endorsement isn't the first time Swift has waded into politics, but it ends months of speculation over whether she would pick a side in this year's presidential tilt. Here's what to know:

    


Why did Swift pick Harris?
In her Instagram post, Swift said she would be voting for Harris because Harris "fights for the rights and causes I believe need a warrior to champion them."
"I think she is a steady-handed, gifted leader and I believe we can accomplish so much more in this country if we are led by calm and not chaos," she wrote.




Swift also said her endorsement of Harris was partially prompted by Trump's decision to post artificial intelligence-generated pictures suggesting she had endorsed him. One showed Swift dressed as Uncle Sam, and the text said "Taylor wants YOU to VOTE for DONALD TRUMP."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump's posts "brought me to the conclusion that I need to be very transparent about my actual plans for this election as a voter," Swift wrote. 
In response, Trump told "Fox & Friends" on Wednesday that Swift is "a very liberal person" who "seems to always endorse a Democrat and she'll probably pay a price in the marketplace."
Did the Harris campaign know the endorsement was coming?
Swift did not coordinate her endorsement with the Harris campaign, according to two senior campaign officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the campaign's thinking about Swift. Her running mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, appeared surprised by the news when presented with it during an interview with MSNBC.

    


However, although Harris' team says Swift's post wasn't coordinated, they were prepared for the eventuality and within minutes reposted Swift's Instagram message across the campaign's channels and released a Swift-themed Harris-Walz friendship bracelet on its store that quickly sold out. 
Who did Swift endorse in 2020?
Swift supported Democrat Joe Biden, even posting a photo on social media of her holding "Biden 2020" cookies and saying she cheered for Harris in her debate against then-Vice President Mike Pence. 
Swift also was openly critical of Trump, saying he had stoked "the fires of white supremacy and racism."
When did Swift first start weighing into politics?
Swift first broke her longstanding refusal to discuss politics in 2018 by throwing her support behind Tennessee's Democratic Senate candidate at the time, Phil Bredesen, who was running against Republican Marsha Blackburn.
It was her criticism of Blackburn that stood out in her endorsement, where Swift - who is registered to vote in Tennessee -- slammed the Republican's opposition to certain LGBTQ+ rights and her vote against the Reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act in 2013.

    


"In the past I've been reluctant to publicly voice my political opinions, but due to several events in my life and in the world in the past two years, I feel very differently about that now," Swift wrote on Instagram at the time.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Blackburn eventually won the election in conservative Tennessee, but the endorsement nevertheless solidified Swift as an influential political force.
What prompted the change?
The 2020 Netflix documentary, "Miss Americana," captured several dramatic turning points for Swift. But one of the most revealing involved behind-the-scenes conversations she was having with her family before speaking out against Blackburn in the 2018 Senate race.
Her father warned against it, citing a potential economic impact and security concerns. And her publicist said Trump might come after her.
"I'm saying right now that this is something I know is right," she told her team. "I need to be on the right side of history."

    


In the film, Swift said her desire to wade into politics was sparked after she successfully countersued a Denver radio DJ who she said groped her during a meet-and-greet before a concert.
"It's not that I want to step into this," Swift said in the film. "It's just that I can't not at this point. Something is different in my life, completely and unchangeably different since the sexual assault trial last year. No man in my organization or in my family will ever understand what that was like."
How influential are celebrity endorsements?
Swift's endorsements don't always translate into wins. In 2018, Blackburn won by a comfortable margin. At the time, AP VoteCast found that among Tennessee voters that year, 55% of Democrats and just 19% of Republicans said they had a favorable opinion of Swift. 

    


Notably, Swift is originally from Pennsylvania, a crucial battleground that will be critical for either presidential candidate to their chances of winning the presidency. Yet it is unclear how much sway she might hold among its voters.
While she is popular nationwide, her popularity is especially strong among Democrats. An October 2023 Fox News poll found that 55% of voters overall, including 68% of Democrats, said they had a favorable view of Swift. Republicans were divided, with 43% having a favorable opinion and 45% an unfavorable one.
As of Wednesday, there had been nearly 337,800 visitors to vote.gov referred from Swift's link that she included in her endorsement post, according to a General Services Administration spokesperson. The website refers people to their state election websites for state-specific voting and registration information.
Swift could make history at the MTV Video Music Awards on Wednesday, where she could become the most-awarded musician. The event is known for encouraging young people to register to vote, and should Swift attend, she could reiterate her support for Harris.
___
Associated Press writer Zeke Miller in Washington contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/taylor-swift-endorsement-democrats-harris-trump-3a5f4827a930d5cf5439febaf014de76
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Joe Jonas and Sophie Turner are divorced and single
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                    FILE - Joe Jonas, left, and Sophie Turner appear at the Vanity Fair Oscar Party on March 12, 2023, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        A Florida judge has declared Joe Jonas and Sophie Turner divorced and single, signing off on a confidential agreement reached between the two.
The Miami-Dade County judge approved the agreement on Friday, one year after the 35-year-old Jonas Brothers singer filed to divorce the 28-year-old "Game of Thrones" and "X Men" actor and five years after the two were married.
The split brought a quiet and relatively quick end to a divorce that briefly became acrimonious and looked headed for a long and ugly custody fight.
The documents said that moderated negotiations led to an agreement on splitting assets, spousal support and custody of their two daughters, 4-year-old Willa and 2-year-old Delphine.
Judge Gina Beovides declared that the marriage was "irretrievably broken," and that the couple's agreement, especially their parenting plan, was in the best interest of the family.

    


A representative for Turner declined comment. An email seeking comment from a representative for Jonas was not immediately answered.
The couple met through Instagram messages and began dating in 2016. They married in a secretive ceremony at a Las Vegas wedding chapel in May of 2019 after the Billboard Music Awards. Country duo Dan + Shay performed at the wedding.




Jonas filed for divorce in September of 2023. In the filing he sought joint custody and said the two had a pre-nuptial agreement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The following day the two posted an identical amicable statement to each of their Instagram accounts.
But the split tur