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        China warns carmakers of risks overseas
        SHANGHAI - China's commerce ministry has warned the country's carmakers of the risks of making auto-related investments overseas, say two people briefed about the matter, as companies seek global expansion to counter slowing growth in their home market.

      

      
        Gold prices set fresh record
        NEW YORK - Gold prices rose more than 1% to reach a record high on Thursday, helped by expectations of an interest rate cut by the Federal Reserve next week after US data signalled a slowing of the economy.

      

      
        Thai rice prices hit one-year low
        Thai rice prices fell to their lowest level in over a year as bidders were forced to reduce their high prices in a recent auction held by Indonesia, while Indian rice export prices extended losses this week to hit an eight-month low.

      

      
        Audio clips prompt call for Prawit probe
        A former Pheu Thai Party spokesman has sought an investigation into the affairs of Gen Prawit Wongsuwon over leaked audio recordings he believes could land the leader of the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) in trouble for breaching the ethics law.

      

      
        Warrants issued for Tak Bai trial no-shows
        The Narathiwat Criminal Court has issued arrest warrants for six defendants in the 2004 Tak Bai massacre case after they failed to appear for questioning on Thursday.

      

      
        Anti-graft body looking into Deere bribes
        The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) says it is following up on bribery cases involving Thai officials exposed during a recent legal proceeding in the United States.

      

      
        Zoo asks 'Moo Deng' fans to behave
        Thailand has fallen in love with Moo Deng, but the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chon Buri says visitors need to behave around the two-month-old pygmy hippopotamus.

      

      
        Malaysian business group probed amid abuse scandal
        KUALA LUMPUR - Malaysian authorities have widened their investigation into a prominent Islamic business organisation, a day after police rescued more than 400 children suspected of being sexually abused at charity homes run by the group.

      

      
        Japan to criminalise cannabis use
        TOKYO - Japan will criminalise cannabis use and legalise medical products using substances derived from the plant under revised laws that will take effect on Dec 12, the health ministry said on Thursday.

      

      
        Deep 'data lake' to support economic development
        The Ministry of Finance is working to improve its use of data to create more detailed profiles of Thai citizens, encompassing both liabilities and assets, in order to support economic development.
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                  China warns carmakers of risks overseas                

                Authorities recommend not investing in Russia, India and Turkey, and caution in Thailand
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                                SHANGHAI - China's commerce ministry has warned the country's carmakers of the risks of making auto-related investments overseas, say two people briefed about the matter, as companies seek global expansion to counter slowing growth in their home market.
At a meeting held in early July, the ministry told local carmakers not to invest in India, citing a directive from the central government, "strongly advised" against investing in Russia and Turkey, and used a more gentle tone to highlight risks in building factories in Europe and Thailand, one of the sources said.

It also encouraged carmakers to use overseas factories for final vehicle assembly with knocked-down components exported from China to mitigate potential risks stemming from geopolitical issues, said the person.

But no advice was given to them to make sure core electric vehicle technologies stay in the country, as first reported by Bloomberg News on Thursday, the two people said.

They declined to be named as they are not authorised to speak to the media.

The Ministry of Commerce did not immediately respond to a faxed query for comment.

Ties between China and India have been strained since their militaries clashed on their disputed Himalayan border in 2020, prompting New Delhi to tighten scrutiny of Chinese investments and halt major projects.

China's state-owned SAIC Motor Corp Ltd has been struggling with its investments in India for years. It said in April the company would be bringing in Indian investors to create a more favourable operating environment for its MG brand in the country.

In Russia, Chinese-branded cars have seen their presence growing after western automakers retreated due to sanctions.

Chery is in talks with Russian manufacturers about producing cars in Russian plants, Russia's state-owned news agency Tass reported in August, citing Vladimir Shmakov, director of Chery's Russian branch.

Chinese automakers are increasingly looking for overseas expansion, as they grapple with a deepening overcapacity problem due to softening demand in China that has led to a prolonged and brutal price war. Their efforts to boost sales in major auto markets such as Europe and the United States have also met with higher EV tariffs.

As several European countries including Spain and Italy seek to lure investment from Chinese carmakers, companies remain cautious of independently setting up local production there, which requires a large amount of investment and a deep understanding of local laws and culture.

Geely, China's second-largest automaker by sales, is scouting locations for a plant in Europe but has not committed fully to building up local production, its executives told Reuters in Frankfurt this week.

Others such as Leapmotor have chosen to partner with local firms. Leapmotor's joint venture with Stellantis started EV production at the Franco-Italian automaker's Polish plant this year.
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                  Gold prices set fresh record                

                Data showing signs of weakening in US economy support case for interest-rate cut next week
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                                NEW YORK - Gold prices rose more than 1% to reach a record high on Thursday, helped by expectations of an interest rate cut by the Federal Reserve next week after US data signalled a slowing of the economy.
Spot gold was up 1.6% at $2,551.19 per ounce in early trade in New York, while US gold futures were up 1.4% at $2,578.90. Thai selling prices were quoted on Thursday afternoon at 40,250 baht per baht-weight (15.2 grammes).

The US Labor Department said initial claims for state unemployment benefits rose by 2,000 to a seasonally adjusted 230,000. US producer prices increased slightly more than expected in August amid higher costs for services, but the trend remained consistent with subsiding inflation.

"We are headed towards a lower interest rate environment so gold is becoming a lot more attractive. I think we could potentially have a lot more frequent cuts as opposed to a bigger magnitude," said Alex Ebkarian, chief operating officer at Allegiance Gold.

Markets are currently pricing in an 87% chance of a 25-basis-point rate cut when the Federal Reserve meets on Sept 17 and 18, and a 13% chance of a 50bps cut, the CME FedWatch tool shows.

Zero-yield gold tends to be a preferred investment amid lower interest rates.

"The labour market is continuing to falter and if the labour market deteriorates, the journey that they'll embark on in cutting rates is going to go for an extended period of time," said Phillip Streible, chief market strategist at Blue Line Futures.
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                  Thai rice prices hit one-year low                

                Thai bidders lose out to other exporters in Indonesian auction
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Workers unload sacks of rice from a barge to a cargo ship on the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok. (Photo: Reuters)]
                                              
                          Workers unload sacks of rice from a barge to a cargo ship on the Chao Phraya River in Bangkok. (Photo: Reuters)                        

                                          

                  

                                Thai rice prices fell to their lowest level in over a year as bidders were forced to reduce their high prices in a recent auction held by Indonesia, while Indian rice export prices extended losses this week to hit an eight-month low.
Indian 5% broken parboiled rice was quoted at $534 per tonne this week, the lowest since mid-January, and down from the $540 a week earlier.

"Demand has been very weak for the past few weeks. Buyers are anticipating a reduction in India's export duty structure and are postponing purchases," said Krishna Rao, president of the Rice Exporters Association.

Indian authorities need to promptly cut or remove a floor price for basmati rice exports to help farmers increase overseas sales of the premium grade and avoid a glut that would further erode farm income, millers said.

Thai 5% broken rice fell to the range of $550 to $565 per tonne this week, the weakest levels since July 20, 2023, down from $585 quoted last week.

The market still sees Thai prices as too high, said a Bangkok-based trader. But flash floods have been hurting short-term harvest yields, so prices could improve down the road.

Another trader said prices were weighed down by competitors and that Thai bidders lost out to other exporters in a recent auction held by Indonesia due to higher prices.

There would be demand from African and European customers before October because those orders would be delivered before late December, the trader said.

Vietnamese 5% broken rice was offered at $567 per tonne on Thursday, down from $575 a week ago, according to the Vietnam Food Association.

"Trading activity remains slow while demand is weak," a trader based in Ho Chi Minh City said.

Traders said the ongoing floods in northern Vietnam might have an impact on rice production, though rice for export is mostly grown in the Mekong Delta in the south.
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                Comments believed to be made by Palang Pracharath leader raise eyebrows in political circles
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                                A former Pheu Thai Party spokesman has sought an investigation into the affairs of Gen Prawit Wongsuwon over leaked audio recordings he believes could land the leader of the Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) in trouble for breaching the ethics law.
Prompong Nopparit on Thursday petitioned the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to open an ethics investigation against Gen Prawit, 79, in connection with comments made on the four audio clips.

The clips were first aired on Wednesday during an episode of the Inside Thailand TV show on MCOT. Mr Prompong said he believes the man's voice in the recordings belongs to Gen Prawit and suggested they could be evidence of improper conduct.

The clips feature a man's voice in one-on-one telephone conversations with different people. Palang Pracharath insists the audio clips have been doctored, or possibly created using artificial intelligence.

Mr Prompong said that if the clips were genuine, Gen Prawit has committed a serious violation of a ethical standards, punishable by a lifetime political ban.

In the first clip, the man can be heard accusing another man named "O" of going behind his back and colluding in a plot to remove him as party leader. The man goes on to maintain he will never quit the leadership. "O" denies the allegation.

In another clip, the same man speaks of his ambition to be prime minister.

"I've been working for the prime minister as his deputy for a long time and had a number of achievements. From now on, I'd like to ask the people to give me a chance to be number one," he says.

The timing of the recordings is unclear. Critics said they were likely made quite some time ago, given what appear to be references to then-prime minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.

Mr Prompong called on the NACC to investigate the recordings, identify the parties involved, and transfer the case to the Supreme Court's Criminal Case Division for Persons Holding Political Positions.

He said that Suttipong Juljarern, the permanent secretary of the Ministry of Interior, has confirmed that he is heard speaking in one of the clips. However, a source claimed he is not the person identified as "O".

Mr Prompong said he plans to submit another complaint against Gen Prawit over the recordings with the Election Commission on Friday, and to ask the Anti-Money Laundering Office on Monday to check the retired general's finances.


	Related: Top talent abandoning Palang Pracharath
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                Court tries to keep massacre case alive as statute of limitations is due to expire next month
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Members of the Muslim Students Federation gather on a Skywalk in Pathumwan district of Bangkok on Oct 25, 2019 to mark the 15th anniversary of the Tak Bai massacre. (Bangkok Post File Photo)]
                                              
                          Members of the Muslim Students Federation gather on a Skywalk in Pathumwan district of Bangkok on Oct 25, 2019 to mark the 15th anniversary of the Tak Bai massacre. (Bangkok Post File Photo)                        

                                          

                  

                                The Narathiwat Criminal Court has issued arrest warrants for six defendants in the 2004 Tak Bai massacre case after they failed to appear for questioning on Thursday.
Seven defendants were due to appear in court for witness questioning and evidence examination but none showed up.

A summons has been issued for the seventh defendant, former Army Region 4 commander Gen Pisal Wattanawongkiri. He is currently protected under immunity as a Pheu Thai Party list-MP.

After struggling for years to bring a case to court, human rights activists are concerned that further delays could lead to the case being thrown out. The 20-year statute of limitations in the case expires on Oct 25.

Those implicated in the case are accused of murder and unlawful detention for mishandling a 2004 demonstration in the Tak Bai in the southern province of Narathiwat. Seven protesters were killed by gunfire and 78 more were crushed or suffocated to death while piled on top each other in army trucks.

Then-prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra apologised for the massacre but stopped short of accepting responsibility. No one has ever been prosecuted over the deaths.

The lawsuit, launched by the families of 48 of the victims, was accepted by the court in August.

"If the accused don't show up at the next hearing, the court will likely have more measures so the justice process can continue," said Rassada Manurassada, one of the lawyers for the victims' families.

The crackdown in Tak Bai occurred when the area was under martial law and was one of the deadliest incidents during a separatist insurgency that flared anew that same year and has since killed more than 7,600 people. 

Arrest warrants have been issued for the following: Maj Gen Chaloemchai Wirunpetch, a former 5th Infantry Division commander; Pol Gen Wongkot Maneejan, a former director of the operations centre of the Royal Thai Police front office; Pol Lt Gen Manoj Kraiwong, a former chief of Provincial Police Region 9; Pol Maj Gen Saksommai Phutthakul, a former superintendent of the Tak Bai police station; Siwa Saengmanee, a former deputy director of the Southern Border Provinces Peace Centre; and Wichom Thongsong, a former Narathiwat governor.

According to U-seng Dolah, a lawyer of the Muslim Attorney Centre Foundation, the defendants were allowed to send their lawyers to the court to request a postponement of their appearance until the statute of limitations expires.

However, because no one showed up, the court issued the warrants and demanded they be arrested before the case expires, to keep the juridical process moving forward.

House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha said he had not received the court petition for Gen Pisal, who is expected to stand trial in the Narathiwat Criminal Court on Oct 15.


	Editorial: Overdue trial for Tak Bai
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                Air force and Department of Highways among state agencies implicated
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                                The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) says it is following up on bribery cases involving Thai officials exposed during a recent legal proceeding in the United States.
The US-based agricultural and construction equipment firm Deere agreed this week to pay $10 million to settle charges brought by the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) after its Thai subsidiary, Wirtgen Thailand, was found to have bribed people at state agencies to win procurement contracts.

The agencies in question were the Royal Thai Air Force, the Department of Highways and the Department of Rural Roads. The multiple instances of bribery, in which an unidentified Thai construction company was also involved, took place between 2017 and 2020, the SEC said in a case summary.

"This is an important, international bribery case that is of public interest," said Nitiphan Prachuabmoh, the deputy secretary-general of the NACC.

"The NACC is currently collecting information and coordinating with the SEC on the matter," he said, adding that the agency would make sure that both the company and officials that took the bribe will be prosecuted.

ACM Panpakdee Pattanakul, the air force chief, said on Thursday that it was aware of the reports, adding that he was told the bribes were paid out between 2019 and 2020.

"The case happened in the past. I believe the air force does everything in a transparent manner, and everything can be verified," he said.

When asked to explain what the air force bought from Deere's Thai subsidiary, ACM Panpakdee said it was construction equipment.

"We didn't buy tractors, we bought asphalt spreaders to pave airport runways," he said.

Sarawut Songsivilai, the director-general of the Department of Highways, said he wasn't aware of the claims until Wednesday, but promised to launch an urgent investigation.

The settlement announced on Tuesday in Washington resolves charges that high-level managers and employees at Wirtgen Thailand, wholly owned by Deere, made improper payments to officials to secure government business.

The bribes came in the form of massage parlour services, lavish overseas trips and other improper gifts, the SEC said. No details were available about the positions of the bribe recipients.

The SEC said payments were made even though the subsidiary's code of conduct prohibited giving "absolutely anything" to improperly influence government officials. Such actions are punishable under the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) in the United States.

The SEC said the settlement agreement reflected Illinois-based Deere's cooperation with the regulator, the termination of employees involved in misconduct, and upgrades to compliance procedures and anti-bribery training.

"These allegations represent a clear violation of our company policies and ethical standards," Deere said.
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                  Zoo asks 'Moo Deng' fans to behave                

                Baby hippo is a big star but some visitors are taking their adoration too far
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                                Thailand has fallen in love with Moo Deng, but the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chon Buri says visitors need to behave around the two-month-old pygmy hippopotamus.
Zoo staff made the request on Thursday after videos circulated on social media showed some visitors throwing what looked like shellfish at the new star of the zoo while she napped.

Zoo director Narongwit Chodchoi released a statement asking visitors not to throw objects at the young animal due to the risk of injury.

Another clip shows a visitor reaching over and splashing water on Moo Deng, angering many netizens.

Mr Narongwit also said the best time to visit Moo Deng is when she is awake.

He said the zoo has installed CCTV cameras around the enclosures. If visitors do not cooperate, the zoo may consider legal action to protect its wards, he said.
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                Group cooperating after police rescue 400 children from charity homes
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - Malaysian authorities have widened their investigation into a prominent Islamic business organisation, a day after police rescued more than 400 children suspected of being sexually abused at charity homes run by the group.
The Selangor state Islamic religious department said it was scrutinising the group's religious education facilities and had asked police to hand over any teaching material seized during Wednesday's raids on the homes to determine if any offences were committed under Islamic laws.

Muslim-majority Malaysia runs a dual-track legal system, with Islamic laws running alongside secular ones.

State religious authorities are empowered to enforce laws against "deviant" teachings with the majority of Muslims following Sunni Islam.

Police conducted coordinated raids on 20 premises run by Global Ikhwan Services and Business (GISB) across two Malaysian states on Wednesday, arresting 171 adults, including ustaz or Islamic religious teachers. Those rescued included 201 boys and 201 girls, aged between one and 17.

Razarudin Husain, Inspector-General of Police, said the raids were in response to reports filed this month alleging neglect, abuse, sexual harassment and molestation at the premises.

Two of the premises raided were registered with the state government as Islamic schools, the Selangor Islamic religious department said in a statement on Thursday.

The department said it had monitored the schools as recently as July but found no offences committed. It said it would investigate further and take appropriate action should any violations be found.

A GISB spokesperson on Thursday said the group would cooperate with authorities.

GISB in a statement the previous day denied the allegations of sexual abuse, saying it did not manage the charity homes that were raided and would file a police report.

A 19-year-old girl was charged in court on Thursday with child abuse in connection with the case, state news agency Bernama reported.

Robert Gass, a Unicef representative in Malaysia, said the organisation was "deeply shocked and appalled" by the alleged abuse and called for long-term professional medical and psychosocial support for the children.

GISB, which has been linked to a banned religious sect in Malaysia, is involved in businesses ranging from supermarkets to laundromats and operates in multiple countries including Indonesia, Singapore, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, France, Australia and Thailand, according to its website.

The group has acknowledged its links to the now-defunct Malaysia-based Al-Arqam religious sect, which was banned by the government in 1994, but now describes itself as an Islamic conglomerate based on Muslim practices.
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                  Japan to criminalise cannabis use                

                Possession and cultivation already banned, but curbs on medical marijuana will be eased
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                                TOKYO - Japan will criminalise cannabis use and legalise medical products using substances derived from the plant under revised laws that will take effect on Dec 12, the health ministry said on Thursday.
While the possession and cultivation of marijuana are already banned in Japan, the country will prohibit its use as well, setting a prison sentence of up to seven years for violation.

Currently, Japan does not penalise cannabis use, partly to protect farmers who might accidentally absorb its substances while growing it for use in hemp products. But it reversed its stance amid increasing concerns that the lack of a ban on use is promoting drug abuse by young people.

At the same time, the country will permit the use of cannabis-derived medical products. Drugs made from cannabis plants are currently only permitted in clinical trials.

However, patient groups have called for access to cannabis-derived cannabidiol medicines, which have already been approved in Europe and the United States to treat conditions such as severe epilepsy.

A health ministry panel in 2022 recommended revising the country's drug laws to allow for the import and use of medicinal marijuana products.

The recommendation was based on meeting medical needs and to harmonise Japan with international standards, it said.

A report compiled by the panel at the time noted that only 1.4% of people in Japan had ever used marijuana, compared to 20-40% in Western countries.
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                  Deep 'data lake' to support economic development                

                Integrating hundreds of indicators will create more accurate profiles of individuals and communities
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                                The Ministry of Finance is working to improve its use of data to create more detailed profiles of Thai citizens, encompassing both liabilities and assets, in order to support economic development.
The creation of a "data lake" will enable the government to design better national development policies and identify the strengths and weaknesses of each area of the country, according to permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit.

The system will aggregate various types of information about people nationwide, including tax records, credit bureau information, land ownership, utility payment history and loan data. This information will be valuable for formulating future policies, such as the so-called negative income tax that would more effectively target welfare payments, he said.

Mr Lavaron said the data would also reflect each individual's financial discipline, which would be beneficial for financial institutions when considering loan approvals.

A ministry source who requested anonymity said the data lake would include information on individuals, legal entities and spatial data, utilising inputs from 20 different sources for analysis.

Examples include: income data from taxes collected by the Revenue, Customs and Excise departments; state welfare card data for 13.5 million individuals from the finance ministry; welfare data from the Comptroller-General's Department; savings deposit information for 45 million people from the Deposit Protection Agency; National Credit Bureau data for 32 million people; student information from the education ministry; information on 24.5 million social security insured persons from the Social Security Office; data on 90,000 Otop (one-tambon one-product) entrepreneurs and 180,000 products; data on 175,000 lottery vendors from the Government Lottery Office; and information on 342,000 public drivers' licences from the Department of Land Transport.

This data will help identify the strengths and weaknesses of each area in the country in various aspects, including infrastructure, public health, education, economic stability, human resource challenges and the environment. For example, for infrastructure alone, there are 12 indicators such as night-time light intensity per area and road length per area.

In education, there are 15 indicators such as English proficiency and the number of schools per area. In terms of human resource challenges, there are 21 indicators including population density, mortality and suicide rates.

In the past, the Fiscal Policy Office used data to drive key government policies in seven projects such as the state welfare card project for 13.5 million people, and the "Eat, Shop, Spend" (Chim Shop Chai) project with 11.8 million participants.
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        Anti-graft body looking into Deere bribes
        The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) says it is following up on bribery cases involving Thai officials exposed during a recent legal proceeding in the United States.

      

      
        Chiang Rai grapples with flood disaster
        CHIANG RAI: The economic centre of Thailand's northernmost province is now inundated, with floodwaters reaching waist-deep levels and continuing to rise due to the overflowing Kok River.

      

      
        PM announces policies as opposition criticises progress
        Newly appointed Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra announced her policy statement in parliament on Thursday morning, focusing on measures to improve citizens' financial status and increase state income.

      

      
        Lisa wins second award at VMAs
        Lalisa 'Lisa' Manoban has won her historic second trophy at the&nbsp;2024 MTV Video Music Awards (VMAs), following her first soloist win in 2022.

      

      
        Hospitals opt out of health security budget talks
        An association of state-run hospitals nationwide said it boycotted a meeting on Monday called by the National Health Security Office (NHSO) because the office has ignored its opinions on a budget allocation plan for the hospitals for the coming 2025 fiscal year, starting Oct 1.

      

      
        Mid-priced hotels struggled in August
        Tourists in the mid-priced and budget segments remain sensitive to prices, meaning hotels rated less than four stars struggled to maintain their room and occupancy rates in August.

      

      
        Unravelling the allure of Japan to Thais
        The number of tourist arrivals to Japan this year consistently hit record highs, with more than 3 million visitors to the country per month from March to July.

      

      
        Call centre scams outpace cops' capacity to suppress
        About 700 cases involving call centre scams are being lodged daily with the police, representing 450 billion baht in damages each year, according to a public prosecutor.

      

      
        Pheu Thai lawmaker urged to stand trial on Tak Bai massacre
        A list-MP of the ruling Pheu Thai Party is being urged to give up his parliamentary immunity and stand trial in court over the 2004 Tak Bai massacre case before the statute of limitation expires in 44 days.

      

      
        PM to launch policy 'whirlwind'
        Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra expressed confidence that the government's policy, which will be declared before Parliament on Thursday, especially the digital wallet handout programme, will serve as an economic whirlwind to help propel the economy.
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                                The National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) says it is following up on bribery cases involving Thai officials exposed during a recent legal proceeding in the United States.
The US-based agricultural and construction equipment firm Deere agreed this week to pay $10 million to settle charges brought by the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) after its Thai subsidiary, Wirtgen Thailand, was found to have bribed people at state agencies to win procurement contracts.

The agencies in question were the Royal Thai Air Force, the Department of Highways and the Department of Rural Roads. The multiple instances of bribery, in which an unidentified Thai construction company was also involved, took place between 2017 and 2020, the SEC said in a case summary.

"This is an important, international bribery case that is of public interest," said Nitiphan Prachuabmoh, the deputy secretary-general of the NACC.

"The NACC is currently collecting information and coordinating with the SEC on the matter," he said, adding that the agency would make sure that both the company and officials that took the bribe will be prosecuted.

ACM Panpakdee Pattanakul, the air force chief, said on Thursday that it was aware of the reports, adding that he was told the bribes were paid out between 2019 and 2020.

"The case happened in the past. I believe the air force does everything in a transparent manner, and everything can be verified," he said.

When asked to explain what the air force bought from Deere's Thai subsidiary, ACM Panpakdee said it was construction equipment.

"We didn't buy tractors, we bought asphalt spreaders to pave airport runways," he said.

Sarawut Songsivilai, the director-general of the Department of Highways, said he wasn't aware of the claims until Wednesday, but promised to launch an urgent investigation.

The settlement announced on Tuesday in Washington resolves charges that high-level managers and employees at Wirtgen Thailand, wholly owned by Deere, made improper payments to officials to secure government business.

The bribes came in the form of massage parlour services, lavish overseas trips and other improper gifts, the SEC said. No details were available about the positions of the bribe recipients.

The SEC said payments were made even though the subsidiary's code of conduct prohibited giving "absolutely anything" to improperly influence government officials. Such actions are punishable under the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) in the United States.

The SEC said the settlement agreement reflected Illinois-based Deere's cooperation with the regulator, the termination of employees involved in misconduct, and upgrades to compliance procedures and anti-bribery training.

"These allegations represent a clear violation of our company policies and ethical standards," Deere said.
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                  Chiang Rai grapples with flood disaster                

                Northern province's main airport closed, heart of Muang district badly inundated
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                                CHIANG RAI: The economic centre of Thailand's northernmost province is now inundated, with floodwaters reaching waist-deep levels and continuing to rise due to the overflowing Kok River.
Flooding on Thursday led to the closure of Mae Fah Luang Chiang Rai International Airport, with a Thai AirAsia flight departing at 1.10pm the last flight to operate.

Officials announced the closure of roads and bridges in Muang district on Thursday morning, affecting access to key locations, including Mae Fah Luang Chiang Rai International Airport, the five-way Pho Khun intersection and the provincial hall.

Evacuations began Wednesday night, as residents were unable to remain in the ground-floor homes due to strong currents. Jet skis were deployed to aid in evacuating those trapped by the fast-flowing floodwaters.

Chiangrai Prachanukroh Hospital in Muang district reported on Thursday that it was only treating emergency cases.

Muang district is among six districts affected by floods in Chiang Rai. The others are Chiang Khong, Chiang Saen, Mae Chan, Mae Fah Luang and Mae Sai.

More than 10,000 households have been affected, with three deaths reported in Mae Fah Luang. (Story continues below)
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Sai River falling

In Mae Sai district, officials said the level of the Sai River was falling and Phahon Yothin Road, which had been heavily flooded, was back to normal on Thursday.

But conditions in downtown Muang district remained critical.

The Mae Sai border checkpoint has not yet been reopened for motorists to travel to Myanmar as the system at the checkpoint was damaged by flooding and affected areas need to be cleaned up.

Myanmar nationals who had been left stranded on the Thai side during the flooding were expected to travel back to their country on foot on Thursday, but Thai officials had to coordinate with Myanmar immigration officers first.

Vendors at the Sai Lom Joy market on the border came to their shops to begin cleaning up damage on Thursday morning.

Residents were now able to enter the Koh Sai community, which was earlier inaccessible. However, some locations were still under water.

Navy officers, police, rescue workers and officials from tambon Mae Sai municipality on Thursday went to evacuate residents who had been stranded in their flooded homes for more than two days.

Marine police with flat-bottomed boats were deployed from three stations in the province to help evacuate flood victims. In some locations that boats could not reach, police had to wade through floodwater to evacuate victims, mostly the elderly, women and children.

In Muang district, rescue teams and boats were deployed to help evacuate flood victims from their houses after the Kok river burst its banks, sending a huge volume of water to flood many downtown areas. Floodwater at the Phor Khun intersection were about 30 centimetres high.

Suttipong Juljarern, the permanent secretary for the Interior Ministry, said many roads inundated after the Sai River overflowed were once more navigable after the water level in the river fell by about one metre, near the normal level. (Story continues below)
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A woman inspects debris washed onto the road by floods after water receded in front of the Mae Sai border checkpoint in Mae Sai district of Chiang Rai on Thursday. (Photo: Hug Mae Sai Facebook)



40 provinces on alert

The Office of National Water Resources reported on Thursday that over 40 provinces remained on alert for possible flash floods as a new tropical depression is expected to strengthen through Sept 18.

Since Tuesday, at least nine people have died due to floods in the northern provinces of Chiang Rai and Chiang Mai, according to the government.

The Meteorological Department said more torrential rain nationwide is expected from Friday to early next week.

Since Aug 16, floods and landslides have killed 33 people across Thailand and affected nearly 110,000 households, according to the Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation.

In Thailand, about 34,000 households, mostly in the northern region, have been affected by Typhoon Yagi, the strongest storm to hit Asia this year. The storm has also wreaked havoc in neighbouring Vietnam, where it left at least 157 people dead and 139 more missing.


	Read more: Landslide kills six as floods ravage northern Thailand
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                                Newly appointed Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra announced her policy statement in parliament on Thursday morning, focusing on measures to improve citizens' financial status and increase state income.
During her 58-minute-long policy statement, Ms Paetongtarn, who is the leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party, outlined plans for comprehensive debt restructuring, particularly concerning home and car loans, alongside support for informal debtors. These measures would not compromise the country's financial stability, she said.

The prime minister said that her administration will also introduce measures to reduce energy prices and public utility fees by revising energy price structures and exploring new energy sources.

Concerning Pheu Thai's digital wallet handout policy, she said that the government will proceed with the scheme and begin distributing support to vulnerable groups.

"We will create fair opportunities for all Thais to have enough to eat and live with dignity," said Ms Paetongtarn, the youngest daughter of former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

Following her statement, Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, leader of the opposition-core People's Power Party, criticised the Pheu Thai government for failing to implement key policies since taking office after the general election on May 14, 2023.

"It was a year of waste for the people," he said, referencing the previous government under former Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin.

Mr Natthaphong said that the promised digital wallet scheme had faced repeated delays, with fluctuating criteria for recipients.

On energy issues, he said the government had not yet engaged in negotiations regarding power cost structures with suppliers.

Ms Paetongtarn, 38, assumed the role of prime minister after the Constitutional Court dismissed Mr Srettha on Aug 14 for an ethical violation related to his decision to appoint ex-convict Pichit Chuenban as a minister in the Prime Minister's Office.

She now has about three years remaining in office, following Mr Srettha's departure after eleven months and 21 days.
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									Lisa wins second award at VMAs

									
								

								Lalisa 'Lisa' Manoban has won her historic second trophy at the 2024 MTV Video Music Awards (VMAs), following her first soloist win in 2022.
								Rockstar, Lisa's first single released under her own label LLOUD, won the best Korean pop music video at the VMAs, held at UBS Arena in New York on Wednesday. The song was also nominated in three other categories: Best Editing, Best Choreography and Best Art Direction.

At the event, the 27-year-old artist, who made her debut with K-pop girl group Blackpink in 2016, dazzled in a red leather outfit, performing a medley of her two solo hits, Rockstar and her latest single, New Woman.

In her acceptance speech, she thanked her LLOUD team, their partners at RCA Records and her global fanbases, known as Blinks and Lilies.

"Rockstar was a meaningful comeback for me after Lalisa, so this is very special," the Buri Ram native said.

She ended her speech with "khob khun ka" (thank you) in Thai.

Lisa, known for her dance skills and stage presence, made history by becoming the first female artist to win Best K-pop twice, following her 2022 victory with Lalisa.

[image: Lisa accepts the award for Best K-Pop for ]
Lalisa 'Lisa' Manoban accepts the award for Best K-Pop for "Rockstar" during the 2024 MTV Video Music Awards in Elmont, New York, on Wednesday. (Photo: Reuters)



						

							
						



	Read more: Bangkok Post's Women of the Year 2024: Lalisa 'Lisa' Manobal
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                  Hospitals opt out of health security budget talks                

                Funding concerns 'fall on deaf ears'
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                                An association of state-run hospitals nationwide said it boycotted a meeting on Monday called by the National Health Security Office (NHSO) because the office has ignored its opinions on a budget allocation plan for the hospitals for the coming 2025 fiscal year, starting Oct 1.
Dr Anukul Thaitanundr, director of Ratchaburi Hospital and the president of the State-Run Hospitals Club, told the media on Wednesday that proposals made by the hospitals at past meetings had never been considered.

The hospitals' calls for fair financial compensation for their losses in past months, for instance, had fallen on deaf ears, even though such losses resulted from the NHSO's abrupt change in how it calculated rates of reimbursement for the healthcare services these hospitals provided to patients under the NHSO's universal healthcare scheme.

Worse still, the association couldn't agree with the way the NHSO is handling the scheme's budget planning, which involves more than 100 billion baht each year, he said.

Dr Anukul said one thing the association believes would help improve transparency in the NHSO's annual budget planning for the universal healthcare scheme is to call a meeting of all parties concerned so they can share opinions, learn from one another, and have a clear picture of the scheme's overall financial situation.

He said the NHSO is holding separate meetings for different groups of hospitals participating in the scheme, namely hospitals under the Ministry of Public Health, teaching hospitals, and some other groups of hospitals. This way, he said, each healthcare provider group is left in the dark about how the NHSO decides which group will receive what rate of healthcare cost reimbursement.

It was unclear whether he thought this was a deliberate strategy to silence the critics or keep the hospitals from forming a united front as they advocate for change. "It's most important that all of these healthcare units are brought together for a meeting to have their opinions heard while also learning from experience and problems of one another," Dr Anukul said.

One source said about 91 state-run hospitals under the universal healthcare scheme are on the verge of a severe financial crisis due to high losses following the NHSO's sudden change in its calculating healthcare reimbursement, especially the reimbursement rate for in-patient treatment.

Last week, Atthaporn Limpanyalert, deputy secretary-general of the NHSO, defended the office's decision, saying that if the office hadn't lowered the healthcare cost reimbursement, the National Health Security Fund would be about 10 billion baht in the red now.

However, the in-patient care reimbursement rate will become the usual rate as it was before in the coming 2025 fiscal year, he said.
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                Most unable to fully resume their revenue
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                                Tourists in the mid-priced and budget segments remain sensitive to prices, meaning hotels rated less than four stars struggled to maintain their room and occupancy rates in August.
Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun, president of the Thai Hotels Association (THA), said while the average occupancy rate of hotels nationwide improved to 61.8% from 58.4% year-on-year last month, the figure still lagged the pre-pandemic rate of 64.7%, according to the hotel operator sentiment index for August.

Regarding the categories, he said the situation for hotels rated three stars or lower is worrisome as the average occupancy for this segment decreased to 49.3%, while hotels with four stars or higher reported a surge in the occupancy rate to 68.8%.

Mr Thienprasit said 40% of the 106 respondents were unable to fully resume their revenue, while 20% of them believed they would have to wait until the second quarter or second half of next year to return to normal.

Some 7% expressed pessimism about the situation, predicting they would never fully recover to the pre-pandemic level.

Only 31% said they had already recorded higher revenue than the pre-pandemic level, mostly driven by increasing room rates after investing in renovations and upgrading their services.

The main markets for these hotels were foreigners, representing more than 50% of their occupancy, mostly from China, the Middle East, Europe and other countries in Asia.

However, most hotels that could not raise their selling prices said the price sensitivity among their targeted customers was the most critical reason (63%), followed by intense competition (55%) and a decrease in bookings (42%).

The average room rate for these hotels remained lower than 1,500 baht per night, a stark contrast to five-star hotels at more than 5,000 baht per night, and four-star hotels at 1,500-2,499 baht per night.

The labour shortage remained consistent with July, with around 40% saying they were not able to fill vacant positions. Most of the affected hotels were located in the Central region, said Mr Thienprasit.
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                Even with new measures to curb overtourism, the nation still appeals to outbound travellers
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                                The number of tourist arrivals to Japan this year consistently hit record highs, with more than 3 million visitors to the country per month from March to July.
Even with extremely hot weather in July, the inbound market set a new record with 3.29 million tourists, an increase of 41.9% year-on-year, according to the Japan National Tourism Organization. Of that amount, Thai visitors ranked fifth with 671,810 arrivals.

Japan has been the most popular overseas destination for Thai travellers for more than a decade, and shows no indication of losing its appeal.

According to the Thai Travel Agents Association (TTAA), outbound trips from Thailand to Japan will reach 1 million for the first time this year.

Why do Thais love travelling to Japan?

The Japan tourism boom ignited long before Japan granted Thai citizens a visa exemption in 2013, said Charoen Wangananont, president of TTAA.

Even with a visa requirement, local travellers flocked to the nation, unfazed by travel costs, which were relatively high at that time, he said.

Mr Charoen said Thai tourists to Japan shared positive stories when they returned home, which helped Japan maintain a consistent flow of Thai visitors every year.

"About two decades ago, the popularity was built up initially by business trips. Many companies and organisations conducted study trips, aiming to explore the well-planned infrastructure and cutting-edge technologies in Japan," he said.

"They were impressed by the hospitality of the people and their discipline, clean cities, good food and safety. These people spread their impressions about Japan."

Over the next ten years, the robust growth of low-cost carriers helped elevate demand as travel costs to Japan gradually reduced annually, offering the middle class a gateway to visit the country, said Mr Charoen.

Many Thai travellers returned to Japan several times after their first visit because they enjoyed their time there, he said.

The real turning point occurred in 2013, two years after the Tohoku region was struck by a massive tsunami, said Mr Charoen.

To remedy a bruised economy, the Japanese government granted visa exemptions to Thai citizens.

He recalled that not only tourism operators from the affected areas, but also many provincial governments were eager to revive tourism confidence and actively promoted their destinations to Thais.

"Following the tsunami, during the Thai International Travel Fair, TTAA's annual event, we sold an enormous 104 booths to Japanese exhibitors. These included provincial tourism authorities from every region as well as private companies," said Mr Charoen.

He said Japan should be considered a successful case of using soft power to promote tourism.

Hospitality, unique culture and safety are the strong points that continue to attract tourists to Japan, as well as convenient entry and domestic transport.

For example, Mr Charoen said the country is believed to have some active yakuza left, but there are very few incidents of tourists being affected.

He said even though Japanese people do not always understand foreign languages, they're quick to adapt and always welcome Thai tourists, which maintains good relations between the two countries.

"It's difficult to single out the most influential reason Thais choose Japan for holiday because there are several. Tourists want to absorb the unique culture for themselves after appreciating imported items, such as Japanese food, which is famous in Thailand," said Mr Charoen.

Will the measures to curb overtourism affect the outbound market to Japan?

The influx of tourists to Japan this year was not good news for everyone. Some communities in key destinations cried foul over crowded conditions and the misbehaviour of foreign tourists.

Overtourism in the nation of 125 million people became an issue this year, with many attractions working to curb the number of tourists by implementing several measures, including dual-pricing systems for residents and tourists to ease the tension.

Authorities at Mt Fuji limited the number of visitors, while many temples and museums increased their entry fees this year, while hotels hiked their room rates.

Earlier this year, officials built a barrier on the side of the street to prevent tourists from taking photos of a popular vista of Mt Fuji in front of a convenience store, as many of them disobeyed littering and parking rules. However, the barrier was temporarily removed.

Private streets in Kyoto's Gion district banned tourists from entering as some unruly tourists were not respectful of the local culture.

However, these measures have not affected the sentiment of Thai travellers, as their perception of Japan is not limited to famous attractions, said Mr Charoen.

Thais appreciate underrated destinations with fewer crowds, as there are many direct flights from Thailand serving routes other than Tokyo, he said.

Mr Charoen said the greater concern is entry restrictions following recent news that Tokyo might initiate a pre-registration system similar to K-ETA in South Korea to screen illegal workers.

"We have to wait and see when and how this system may be introduced. It could impact the market somewhat if it is difficult for tourists to obtain approval," he said.

"However, as the number of illegal workers from Thailand to Japan is relatively small, we don't see this system as an obstacle to the market."

Are there any close competitors to Japan for outbound tourists?

Other countries might find it difficult dethrone the long-running champion in the next 2-3 years because of several factors, said Mr Charoen.

Despite more expensive prices, he said the weak yen compared with the baht helps to absorb the extra costs.

Thai tourists are typically a target market among Southeast Asians for many countries eager to attract foreigners because they are quick to adapt to local cultures and keen to spend during their trips, especially on shopping, said Mr Charoen.

A weak yen the past few years helped increase the number of Thai visitors to Japan, as they love shopping for quality products from Japan, he said.

Apart from the pandemic period when travel costs surged based on few flights, average travel costs to Japan now are still considered lower than during the past ten years, said Mr Charoen.

A recent survey from Agoda confirmed the popularity of Japan, as 74% of Thai travellers repeat their trips to favourite destinations, which includes Japan, Taiwan and Laos.

Roughly 53% chose ease of travel as the main reason for the return visits, followed by local cuisine (49%), safety and cleanliness (42%), convenient location (38%) and shopping (30%).

"Other countries may not be able to beat Japan over the next few years, with the number of Thai visitors continuing to grow during this period thanks to the currency depreciation," he said.

Meanwhile, other tourists are pivoting from South Korea to Japan because of lack of confidence in the entry process, though that number isn't significant, said Mr Charoen.

With convenient entry a key factor for tourists when choosing a destination, he said China could prove competitive with Japan, as the mainland is No.2 for visits by Thai travellers this year.

"We have to see whether China can record repeat visitors after the initial impact of the visa exemption wears off," said Mr Charoen.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2864048/unravelling-the-allure-of-japan-to-thais



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Call centre scams outpace cops' capacity to suppress                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Taiwanese and Japanese men were arrested last November for allegedly setting up a call scam in Thailand cheating Japanese victims out of 9 billion baht. (Police photo)]
                                              
                          Taiwanese and Japanese men were arrested last November for allegedly setting up a call scam in Thailand cheating Japanese victims out of 9 billion baht. (Police photo)                        

                                          

                  

                                About 700 cases involving call centre scams are being lodged daily with the police, representing 450 billion baht in damages each year, according to a public prosecutor.
Sompong Yenkaew, chief of the Region 6 public prosecution office, made the remarks during a training programme for public prosecutors at a hotel in Phitsanulok's Muang district on Wednesday.

The programme was aimed at providing prosecutors with skills and knowledge to deal with cyber criminals as well as call-centre scammers, and help victims.

During the session, Mr Sompong said police have been investigating cases involving call centre scams daily, in which victims have been swindled out of 450 billion baht in total annually, but authorities managed to help recover only 2% of the lost money.

Weerachart Sriboonma, director of the Office of the Attorney-General's litigation training institute, said that despite an executive decree on the prevention and suppression of cybercrime being in place, the authorities still cannot respond to the problem efficiently.

Mr Weerachart called on financial institutions, the National Broadcasting and Telecommunication Commission, the Bank of Thailand and other law enforcement agencies to work more closely together to combat cybercrime.

Victims can contact the Anti Online Scam Operation Centre's emergency hotline at 1441 for assistance, which operates around the clock. The centre will help file complaints and have perpetrators' bank accounts frozen.

In other news, police in Ratchaburi arrested two men on Monday for allegedly stealing mobile phone network equipment belonging to True Move H Universal Communication Co.

On Aug 30, the company filed a complaint with Photharam police claiming that five baseband controllers and 30 fibre SFP (small form-factor pluggable) modules had been stolen from three cell site stations in Ratchaburi's Photharam district.

The theft disrupted the operation of signalling cables and 3G, 4G and 5G communication systems. Damages were estimated at 550,000 baht.

The two men, Watcharapol Chuethong and Samart Kongyu, told police they resold the equipment to a Chinese national. On Tuesday, police raided a house in Nonthaburi's Bang Bua Thong district where they found a number of communication devices.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2863868/call-centre-scams-outpace-cops-capacity-to-suppress



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Pheu Thai lawmaker urged to stand trial on Tak Bai massacre                

                              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Members of the Muslim Students Federation of Thailand gather in Bangkok's Pathumwan district in 2019 to mark the 15th anniversary of the Tak Bai massacre. (File photo)]
                                              
                          Members of the Muslim Students Federation of Thailand gather in Bangkok's Pathumwan district in 2019 to mark the 15th anniversary of the Tak Bai massacre. (File photo)                        

                                          

                  

                                A list-MP of the ruling Pheu Thai Party is being urged to give up his parliamentary immunity and stand trial in court over the 2004 Tak Bai massacre case before the statute of limitation expires in 44 days.
Parliament met on Wednesday to debate whether to greenlight Gen Pisal Wattanawongkiri, a former Army Region 4 Commander and Pheu Thai Party list-MP, standing trial in the Narathiwat Criminal Court. The case starts on Oct 12. An MP has immunity from being tried in court during a parliamentary session. However, parliament can approve waiving immunity so a lawmaker can face trial.

Romadon Panjor, list-MP from the main opposition People's Party (PP), told the House it is crucial for Gen Pisal to be at the first hearing to keep the case active in the court system and prevent its expiration, due on Oct 25, from taking effect.

Gen Pisal is one of seven defendants and former senior officials accused of being complicit in the deadly dispersal of protesters by security forces outside Tak Bai police station in Tak Bai district on Oct 25, 2004.

The protesters were calling for the release of six detainees.

Seven demonstrators died at the scene, and 78 others died from suffocation or organ failure as they were detained and transported to a military camp in Pattani's Nong Chik district some 140 kilometres away.

Relatives of the dead petitioned House Speaker Wan Muhamad Noor Matha, asking him to allow Gen Pisal to be present at the first hearing, fearing his absence would lead to the case being dismissed on account of an expired statute of limitations.

The petition was lodged via Kamolsak Leewamoh, a Prachachat Party MP for Narathiwat and chairman of the House Committee on Legal Affairs, Justice and Human Rights. Mr Wan said there has been no request from the court to have Gen Pisal put on trial, nor has the accused MP expressed a wish to be tried.

The House speaker said immunity was accorded to lawmakers to prevent an obligation to attend a trial from being used as a pretext to disrupt their legislative duty.

However, Mr Romadon insisted that normally defendants must be heard in person for the sake of administering justice. He said the case is significant as it serves as a litmus test of the justice system and the authorities' ability to maintain security in the far South.
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                                Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra expressed confidence that the government's policy, which will be declared before Parliament on Thursday, especially the digital wallet handout programme, will serve as an economic whirlwind to help propel the economy.
The prime minister will outline the policy statement in Parliament on Thursday and Friday. Under the constitution, the government is required to announce its statement before commencing its work. She said she will provide an overall picture of the government policy while cabinet ministers will give details of the policies for which they are responsible.

"The digital wallet programme will become clear after the policy statement. I will provide an overall picture while the finance minister will explain details," Ms Paetongtarn said. "The aim of the digital wallet programme is to stimulate the economy. If such a stimulus is still not enough, we are ready to restructure the economy to become a digital one,'' she said.

"The digital wallet is not the only policy. We also have several other economic stimulus policies. But this is the main one to produce quick results," she said. She downplayed criticism about the plan to divide the 10,000-baht payment under the handout scheme into two tranches.

"It will take some time to install the digital wallet system, but people cannot wait, so we need to make adjustments to ensure they receive the money as quickly as possible," she said. "The payments will be made in phases. Payments in tranches, along with other economic stimulus measures, will help boost the economy," she said.

The government says 145 billion baht in cash under its digital wallet handout programme will be distributed to vulnerable groups and state welfare cardholders from Sept 20. As for those already registered via the Tang Rat application, they will receive 5,000 baht by the end of this year if the digital wallet system is not finished in time. The other half of the payment will be made in digital currency next year.

The scheme is the cornerstone of the government's plan to jumpstart Southeast Asia's second-largest economy, which grew 2.3% in the second quarter. A change of government last month, caused by the court's removal of Srettha Thavisin as premier, has created uncertainty about when the promised stimulus measures would commence. Mr Srettha's successor, Ms Paetongtarn, said last week that part of the handout will now be given in cash.

Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai confirmed the digital wallet handout scheme would be presented to the cabinet for approval on Sept 17. According to the government's latest revised figures, the 450 billion baht for the handout scheme will be sourced from the budgets for fiscal years 2024 and 2025. Around 140 billion baht will come from the fiscal year 2024 -- with about 23 billion baht coming from 2024's central budget and 122 billion baht from 2024's additional budget.

A supplementary bill seeking to increase the budget for the current fiscal year by 122 billion baht to partially fund the scheme has been passed by Parliament. Moreover, about 187 billion baht of that 450 billion baht will come from the 2025 central budget. This means the 450 billion baht scheme is still about 117 billion baht short.

Wanwichit Boonprong, a political science lecturer at Rangsit University, told the Bangkok Post the Paetongarn government's policy is nothing new as it continues what the Srettha administration was doing. He said several policies of the new government appear to have been inspired by what former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra said at a local forum last month.

Olarn Thinbangtieo, a political science lecturer at Burapha University in Chon Buri province, told the Bangkok Post some policies of the government were not part of its election pledges, such as the plan for an entertainment complex including a casino. "Many policies are similar to those proposed by Thaksin at the forum, which shows the government may have been influenced by Thaksin," Mr Olarn said.
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                  China warns carmakers of risks overseas                

                Authorities recommend not investing in Russia, India and Turkey, and caution in Thailand
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                                SHANGHAI - China's commerce ministry has warned the country's carmakers of the risks of making auto-related investments overseas, say two people briefed about the matter, as companies seek global expansion to counter slowing growth in their home market.
At a meeting held in early July, the ministry told local carmakers not to invest in India, citing a directive from the central government, "strongly advised" against investing in Russia and Turkey, and used a more gentle tone to highlight risks in building factories in Europe and Thailand, one of the sources said.

It also encouraged carmakers to use overseas factories for final vehicle assembly with knocked-down components exported from China to mitigate potential risks stemming from geopolitical issues, said the person.

But no advice was given to them to make sure core electric vehicle technologies stay in the country, as first reported by Bloomberg News on Thursday, the two people said.

They declined to be named as they are not authorised to speak to the media.

The Ministry of Commerce did not immediately respond to a faxed query for comment.

Ties between China and India have been strained since their militaries clashed on their disputed Himalayan border in 2020, prompting New Delhi to tighten scrutiny of Chinese investments and halt major projects.

China's state-owned SAIC Motor Corp Ltd has been struggling with its investments in India for years. It said in April the company would be bringing in Indian investors to create a more favourable operating environment for its MG brand in the country.

In Russia, Chinese-branded cars have seen their presence growing after western automakers retreated due to sanctions.

Chery is in talks with Russian manufacturers about producing cars in Russian plants, Russia's state-owned news agency Tass reported in August, citing Vladimir Shmakov, director of Chery's Russian branch.

Chinese automakers are increasingly looking for overseas expansion, as they grapple with a deepening overcapacity problem due to softening demand in China that has led to a prolonged and brutal price war. Their efforts to boost sales in major auto markets such as Europe and the United States have also met with higher EV tariffs.

As several European countries including Spain and Italy seek to lure investment from Chinese carmakers, companies remain cautious of independently setting up local production there, which requires a large amount of investment and a deep understanding of local laws and culture.

Geely, China's second-largest automaker by sales, is scouting locations for a plant in Europe but has not committed fully to building up local production, its executives told Reuters in Frankfurt this week.

Others such as Leapmotor have chosen to partner with local firms. Leapmotor's joint venture with Stellantis started EV production at the Franco-Italian automaker's Polish plant this year.
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                  Gold prices set fresh record                

                Data showing signs of weakening in US economy support case for interest-rate cut next week
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                                NEW YORK - Gold prices rose more than 1% to reach a record high on Thursday, helped by expectations of an interest rate cut by the Federal Reserve next week after US data signalled a slowing of the economy.
Spot gold was up 1.6% at $2,551.19 per ounce in early trade in New York, while US gold futures were up 1.4% at $2,578.90. Thai selling prices were quoted on Thursday afternoon at 40,250 baht per baht-weight (15.2 grammes).

The US Labor Department said initial claims for state unemployment benefits rose by 2,000 to a seasonally adjusted 230,000. US producer prices increased slightly more than expected in August amid higher costs for services, but the trend remained consistent with subsiding inflation.

"We are headed towards a lower interest rate environment so gold is becoming a lot more attractive. I think we could potentially have a lot more frequent cuts as opposed to a bigger magnitude," said Alex Ebkarian, chief operating officer at Allegiance Gold.

Markets are currently pricing in an 87% chance of a 25-basis-point rate cut when the Federal Reserve meets on Sept 17 and 18, and a 13% chance of a 50bps cut, the CME FedWatch tool shows.

Zero-yield gold tends to be a preferred investment amid lower interest rates.

"The labour market is continuing to falter and if the labour market deteriorates, the journey that they'll embark on in cutting rates is going to go for an extended period of time," said Phillip Streible, chief market strategist at Blue Line Futures.
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                  Thai rice prices hit one-year low                

                Thai bidders lose out to other exporters in Indonesian auction
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                                Thai rice prices fell to their lowest level in over a year as bidders were forced to reduce their high prices in a recent auction held by Indonesia, while Indian rice export prices extended losses this week to hit an eight-month low.
Indian 5% broken parboiled rice was quoted at $534 per tonne this week, the lowest since mid-January, and down from the $540 a week earlier.

"Demand has been very weak for the past few weeks. Buyers are anticipating a reduction in India's export duty structure and are postponing purchases," said Krishna Rao, president of the Rice Exporters Association.

Indian authorities need to promptly cut or remove a floor price for basmati rice exports to help farmers increase overseas sales of the premium grade and avoid a glut that would further erode farm income, millers said.

Thai 5% broken rice fell to the range of $550 to $565 per tonne this week, the weakest levels since July 20, 2023, down from $585 quoted last week.

The market still sees Thai prices as too high, said a Bangkok-based trader. But flash floods have been hurting short-term harvest yields, so prices could improve down the road.

Another trader said prices were weighed down by competitors and that Thai bidders lost out to other exporters in a recent auction held by Indonesia due to higher prices.

There would be demand from African and European customers before October because those orders would be delivered before late December, the trader said.

Vietnamese 5% broken rice was offered at $567 per tonne on Thursday, down from $575 a week ago, according to the Vietnam Food Association.

"Trading activity remains slow while demand is weak," a trader based in Ho Chi Minh City said.

Traders said the ongoing floods in northern Vietnam might have an impact on rice production, though rice for export is mostly grown in the Mekong Delta in the south.
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                  PETRONAS Nexta: The Lubricant that Helps Thai drivers to "Choose Smart"                
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                                Lubricants are essential to ensure the maintenance of cars - but choosing the right one which has the right quality and right price is not easy, especially for middle-income Thai drivers. To respond to this, PETRONAS Lubricants International launched its latest product offering, PETRONAS Nexta, to solve this conundrum for these drivers to "Choose Smart."
[image: ]

After its launch on 29 August at Millenium Hilton Bangkok, Uday Kumar, PETRONAS Lubricants International Group Industrial Managing Director and Head of Southeast Asia Cluster said that PETRONAS Lubricants International has long been on the threshold of innovating new products. One of their premium lubricants, PETRONAS Syntium, is well-known amongst the world of Formula One (F1) and luxury car drivers; even considered to be the best in lubricant technology.

Upon conducting a thorough market assessment, it became apparent to them that there are not many lubricants that respond to the needs of middle-income car drivers who seek quality with value-for-money prices. Especially among Thai drivers from the middle-income group - or the Middle Segment, which is considered as the major segment of car drivers in Thailand.

PETRONAS Lubricants has done extensive research at their Global Research & Technology (GR&T) Centre in Turin, Italy, and developed the new formulation of lubricants that could meet the needs of the Middle Segment, helping Thai drivers to make the smart choice with PETRONAS Nexta.

Uday explained that PETRONAS Nexta offers longer drain interval via enhanced resistance to oxidation, helps to keep their engine clean, ensuring better defense to the vital engine component, and expands engine life expectancy; all at an affordable price.

"It is about making smart choices when we make PETRONAS Nexta available for consumers," he added.

He shared that PETRONAS Lubricants chose Thailand as the introductory market for this product and will soon expand across Asia's key markets in the next 6-12 months, where the demography of consumers seeks high-quality lubricants at affordable prices.

[image: ]

Pipop Ponsean, PETRONAS International Marketing (Thailand) Co. Ltd. Chief Executive Officer shared that in the local Thai perspective since the establishment of the PETRONAS Lubricants International office in Thailand back in 2006, they catered mainly to the high-end consumers, specifically high-end car owners who relied on PETRONAS Syntium for their engine oil.

He explained that when looking at the Thai drivers' market, apart from housing, Thais consider owning a car as the second most important asset in their life. This also includes those from the Middle Segment which is one of the larger segments of market consumers, and PETRONAS Lubricants was yet to fill in that gap. Hence, the introduction of PETRONAS Nexta is aimed to fulfill the demand while empowering Thai drivers to Choose Smart.

"By solely offering premium products [for prestige], you miss out on competing in the Middle Segment. [Besides], even in the economic downturn, when the Middle Segment consumers want to choose something to purchase, they have to think a lot [about quality and affordability], therefore, PETRONAS Lubricants International has developed PETRONAS Nexta, aiming to close that gap while offering the better choice to Thai consumers from this segment," he said.

As a local Thai working at PETRONAS, he shared that the company views Thai consumers as family, in which they are committed to provide exceptional service to their family members. "We strive to do our best for the people who matter to us and that includes the Thai people," he concluded.

PETRONAS Nexta is now available in the Thai market at authorised PETRONAS workshops, spare part and retail outlets across the country. Seize this opportunity to 'Choose Smart' and protect your engine with top-notch quality at an unbeatable price.
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                  Deep 'data lake' to support economic development                

                Integrating hundreds of indicators will create more accurate profiles of individuals and communities
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                                The Ministry of Finance is working to improve its use of data to create more detailed profiles of Thai citizens, encompassing both liabilities and assets, in order to support economic development.
The creation of a "data lake" will enable the government to design better national development policies and identify the strengths and weaknesses of each area of the country, according to permanent secretary Lavaron Sangsnit.

The system will aggregate various types of information about people nationwide, including tax records, credit bureau information, land ownership, utility payment history and loan data. This information will be valuable for formulating future policies, such as the so-called negative income tax that would more effectively target welfare payments, he said.

Mr Lavaron said the data would also reflect each individual's financial discipline, which would be beneficial for financial institutions when considering loan approvals.

A ministry source who requested anonymity said the data lake would include information on individuals, legal entities and spatial data, utilising inputs from 20 different sources for analysis.

Examples include: income data from taxes collected by the Revenue, Customs and Excise departments; state welfare card data for 13.5 million individuals from the finance ministry; welfare data from the Comptroller-General's Department; savings deposit information for 45 million people from the Deposit Protection Agency; National Credit Bureau data for 32 million people; student information from the education ministry; information on 24.5 million social security insured persons from the Social Security Office; data on 90,000 Otop (one-tambon one-product) entrepreneurs and 180,000 products; data on 175,000 lottery vendors from the Government Lottery Office; and information on 342,000 public drivers' licences from the Department of Land Transport.

This data will help identify the strengths and weaknesses of each area in the country in various aspects, including infrastructure, public health, education, economic stability, human resource challenges and the environment. For example, for infrastructure alone, there are 12 indicators such as night-time light intensity per area and road length per area.

In education, there are 15 indicators such as English proficiency and the number of schools per area. In terms of human resource challenges, there are 21 indicators including population density, mortality and suicide rates.

In the past, the Fiscal Policy Office used data to drive key government policies in seven projects such as the state welfare card project for 13.5 million people, and the "Eat, Shop, Spend" (Chim Shop Chai) project with 11.8 million participants.
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                  Thailand's consumer confidence drops to 13-month low                

                Survey says consumers are less confident in quick economic recovery
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                                Thai consumer confidence dropped for a sixth consecutive month in August to a 13-month low, weighed by concerns about slow economic growth and higher living amid uncertainty over a new government's policies, a survey showed on Thursday.
The consumer index of the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce (UTCC) fell to 56.5 in August from 57.7 in the previous month, the university said in a statement.

Consumers still saw the overall economic situation as recovering slowly and the cost of living was high, the university said.

"Consumers are less confident that the economy will recover quickly although the current political situation has begun to stabilise as they have not yet seen clear and tangible economic stimulus measures from the government," it said.

Confidence might improve if the government accelerates budget disbursement and boosts the economy to clearly recover later this year, the university said.

Consumer confidence has continued to fall as new Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, who took office last month, outlined her government's policies at parliament on Thursday as she has promised to stimulate the economy right away.

[image: Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra delivers her government's policies at parliament in Bangkok on Thursday. (Photo: Chanat Katanyu)]
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The agenda is a continuation of the policies of predecessor and Pheu Thai Party ally Srettha Thavisin, who was removed by a court decision.

The government said this week that it would distribute 145 billion baht (US$4.3 billion), about a third of its "digital wallet" stimulus programme this month, earlier than scheduled, to support vulnerable groups.

The measure, which was scheduled for rollout in the last quarter of this year, is the cornerstone of the government's plans to kickstart Southeast Asia's second-largest economy, which expand 2.3% in the second quarter of 2024.

Last year's growth was 1.9%, lagging regional peers.
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                  Asia funds create alliance to funnel billions into Vietnam                

                Investors aim to facilitate $35 billion of investment over a decade
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                                HANOI - Several regional private equity firms have banded together to establish a Vietnamese alliance, aiming to facilitate US$35 billion of investment into the Southeast Asian country over the next decade.
The newly established Vietnam Private Capital Agency, founded by five partners from funds including Golden Gate Ventures, Do Ventures and Monk's Hill Ventures, will organise seminars, support private equity firms and both lobby and work with the government on policy. Its goal is to facilitate investment in sectors from agriculture to education and health care, said Vinnie Lauria, a board member for the agency.

It is unclear how the association arrived at its investment projection, which is several times higher than Vietnam's tech sector attracts annually, at present. But many investors tout the country's potential at a time US-China tensions are prompting businesses to relocate factories and target new markets for growth. Vietnam's digital economy is expected to surpass $90 billion in 2030 from $30 billion last year, according to a joint report from Google, Temasek Holdings Pte and Bain & Co.

"Vietnam is a hot market," said Lauria, a Golden Gate founding partner. "The motivation to establish the VPCA stemmed from key developments in Vietnam, including rising wages and GDP, increasing FDI, export growth post-Covid, government innovation programs, and rapid infrastructure development."

The industry association hopes to broaden its membership to 100 individuals by the end of next year, from more than 40 now. Existing member firms also include Vertex Ventures, Ascend Vietnam Ventures and Mekong Capital.

Vietnam's startup scene has exploded in past years, driven by the rise of firms such as games developer VNG Corp. But as with much of Southeast Asia, the country's tech sector has struggled to raise capital since a post-Covid economic downturn.

In 2021, Vietnam drew a record $2.6 billion through 233 private deals, up from $700 million via 140 deals a year prior, according to the Google report. But total capital invested in Vietnamese tech startups last year plunged 17% to $529 million, placing it third among Southeast Asian countries, according to a separate report from Do Ventures and the Vietnam National Innovation Center.
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                  Mid-priced hotels struggled in August                

                Most unable to fully resume their revenue
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                                Tourists in the mid-priced and budget segments remain sensitive to prices, meaning hotels rated less than four stars struggled to maintain their room and occupancy rates in August.
Thienprasit Chaiyapatranun, president of the Thai Hotels Association (THA), said while the average occupancy rate of hotels nationwide improved to 61.8% from 58.4% year-on-year last month, the figure still lagged the pre-pandemic rate of 64.7%, according to the hotel operator sentiment index for August.

Regarding the categories, he said the situation for hotels rated three stars or lower is worrisome as the average occupancy for this segment decreased to 49.3%, while hotels with four stars or higher reported a surge in the occupancy rate to 68.8%.

Mr Thienprasit said 40% of the 106 respondents were unable to fully resume their revenue, while 20% of them believed they would have to wait until the second quarter or second half of next year to return to normal.

Some 7% expressed pessimism about the situation, predicting they would never fully recover to the pre-pandemic level.

Only 31% said they had already recorded higher revenue than the pre-pandemic level, mostly driven by increasing room rates after investing in renovations and upgrading their services.

The main markets for these hotels were foreigners, representing more than 50% of their occupancy, mostly from China, the Middle East, Europe and other countries in Asia.

However, most hotels that could not raise their selling prices said the price sensitivity among their targeted customers was the most critical reason (63%), followed by intense competition (55%) and a decrease in bookings (42%).

The average room rate for these hotels remained lower than 1,500 baht per night, a stark contrast to five-star hotels at more than 5,000 baht per night, and four-star hotels at 1,500-2,499 baht per night.

The labour shortage remained consistent with July, with around 40% saying they were not able to fill vacant positions. Most of the affected hotels were located in the Central region, said Mr Thienprasit.
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                  New minister promises to tackle living costs, Chinese imports                
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                                New Commerce Minister Pichai Naripthaphan has vowed urgent measures to address high living costs, accelerate free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations, and tighten control over the influx of Chinese imports.
Following his first day of work, Mr Pichai said he is ready to work with two deputy commerce ministers -- Napintorn Srisanphang and Suchat Chomklin -- to take on the crucial task of driving Thailand's economy in a time of crisis.

He said the ministry's policies will be announced later following the presentation of the government's policies to parliament on Thursday and Friday, which will include reducing the cost of living, guaranteeing better produce prices, supporting small and medium-sized enterprises, promoting the utilisation of FTAs, and tackling the influx of cheap, low-quality imports.

A meeting with ministry executives is scheduled for Monday to delegate work to responsible agencies under the supervision of the ministry.

Mr Pichai said urgent measures are needed to address the rising cost of goods in Thailand, as well as to tighten control over the influx of Chinese imports.

He said his first priority is to review product costs and work with businesses to reduce prices, easing the burden on the public.

Regarding Chinese imports, Mr Pichai acknowledged the challenges and said existing measures will be reassessed. If current regulations prove ineffective, additional measures will be introduced to address the issue, he said. However, Mr Pichai avoided highlighting Chinese products, saying it may appear as though Thailand is opposed to Chinese imports.

He said it is important to expedite FTA negotiations with other countries, as more pacts could lead to increased foreign investment in Thailand.
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                  Unravelling the allure of Japan to Thais                

                Even with new measures to curb overtourism, the nation still appeals to outbound travellers
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                                The number of tourist arrivals to Japan this year consistently hit record highs, with more than 3 million visitors to the country per month from March to July.
Even with extremely hot weather in July, the inbound market set a new record with 3.29 million tourists, an increase of 41.9% year-on-year, according to the Japan National Tourism Organization. Of that amount, Thai visitors ranked fifth with 671,810 arrivals.

Japan has been the most popular overseas destination for Thai travellers for more than a decade, and shows no indication of losing its appeal.

According to the Thai Travel Agents Association (TTAA), outbound trips from Thailand to Japan will reach 1 million for the first time this year.

Why do Thais love travelling to Japan?

The Japan tourism boom ignited long before Japan granted Thai citizens a visa exemption in 2013, said Charoen Wangananont, president of TTAA.

Even with a visa requirement, local travellers flocked to the nation, unfazed by travel costs, which were relatively high at that time, he said.

Mr Charoen said Thai tourists to Japan shared positive stories when they returned home, which helped Japan maintain a consistent flow of Thai visitors every year.

"About two decades ago, the popularity was built up initially by business trips. Many companies and organisations conducted study trips, aiming to explore the well-planned infrastructure and cutting-edge technologies in Japan," he said.

"They were impressed by the hospitality of the people and their discipline, clean cities, good food and safety. These people spread their impressions about Japan."

Over the next ten years, the robust growth of low-cost carriers helped elevate demand as travel costs to Japan gradually reduced annually, offering the middle class a gateway to visit the country, said Mr Charoen.

Many Thai travellers returned to Japan several times after their first visit because they enjoyed their time there, he said.

The real turning point occurred in 2013, two years after the Tohoku region was struck by a massive tsunami, said Mr Charoen.

To remedy a bruised economy, the Japanese government granted visa exemptions to Thai citizens.

He recalled that not only tourism operators from the affected areas, but also many provincial governments were eager to revive tourism confidence and actively promoted their destinations to Thais.

"Following the tsunami, during the Thai International Travel Fair, TTAA's annual event, we sold an enormous 104 booths to Japanese exhibitors. These included provincial tourism authorities from every region as well as private companies," said Mr Charoen.

He said Japan should be considered a successful case of using soft power to promote tourism.

Hospitality, unique culture and safety are the strong points that continue to attract tourists to Japan, as well as convenient entry and domestic transport.

For example, Mr Charoen said the country is believed to have some active yakuza left, but there are very few incidents of tourists being affected.

He said even though Japanese people do not always understand foreign languages, they're quick to adapt and always welcome Thai tourists, which maintains good relations between the two countries.

"It's difficult to single out the most influential reason Thais choose Japan for holiday because there are several. Tourists want to absorb the unique culture for themselves after appreciating imported items, such as Japanese food, which is famous in Thailand," said Mr Charoen.

Will the measures to curb overtourism affect the outbound market to Japan?

The influx of tourists to Japan this year was not good news for everyone. Some communities in key destinations cried foul over crowded conditions and the misbehaviour of foreign tourists.

Overtourism in the nation of 125 million people became an issue this year, with many attractions working to curb the number of tourists by implementing several measures, including dual-pricing systems for residents and tourists to ease the tension.

Authorities at Mt Fuji limited the number of visitors, while many temples and museums increased their entry fees this year, while hotels hiked their room rates.

Earlier this year, officials built a barrier on the side of the street to prevent tourists from taking photos of a popular vista of Mt Fuji in front of a convenience store, as many of them disobeyed littering and parking rules. However, the barrier was temporarily removed.

Private streets in Kyoto's Gion district banned tourists from entering as some unruly tourists were not respectful of the local culture.

However, these measures have not affected the sentiment of Thai travellers, as their perception of Japan is not limited to famous attractions, said Mr Charoen.

Thais appreciate underrated destinations with fewer crowds, as there are many direct flights from Thailand serving routes other than Tokyo, he said.

Mr Charoen said the greater concern is entry restrictions following recent news that Tokyo might initiate a pre-registration system similar to K-ETA in South Korea to screen illegal workers.

"We have to wait and see when and how this system may be introduced. It could impact the market somewhat if it is difficult for tourists to obtain approval," he said.

"However, as the number of illegal workers from Thailand to Japan is relatively small, we don't see this system as an obstacle to the market."

Are there any close competitors to Japan for outbound tourists?

Other countries might find it difficult dethrone the long-running champion in the next 2-3 years because of several factors, said Mr Charoen.

Despite more expensive prices, he said the weak yen compared with the baht helps to absorb the extra costs.

Thai tourists are typically a target market among Southeast Asians for many countries eager to attract foreigners because they are quick to adapt to local cultures and keen to spend during their trips, especially on shopping, said Mr Charoen.

A weak yen the past few years helped increase the number of Thai visitors to Japan, as they love shopping for quality products from Japan, he said.

Apart from the pandemic period when travel costs surged based on few flights, average travel costs to Japan now are still considered lower than during the past ten years, said Mr Charoen.

A recent survey from Agoda confirmed the popularity of Japan, as 74% of Thai travellers repeat their trips to favourite destinations, which includes Japan, Taiwan and Laos.

Roughly 53% chose ease of travel as the main reason for the return visits, followed by local cuisine (49%), safety and cleanliness (42%), convenient location (38%) and shopping (30%).

"Other countries may not be able to beat Japan over the next few years, with the number of Thai visitors continuing to grow during this period thanks to the currency depreciation," he said.

Meanwhile, other tourists are pivoting from South Korea to Japan because of lack of confidence in the entry process, though that number isn't significant, said Mr Charoen.

With convenient entry a key factor for tourists when choosing a destination, he said China could prove competitive with Japan, as the mainland is No.2 for visits by Thai travellers this year.

"We have to see whether China can record repeat visitors after the initial impact of the visa exemption wears off," said Mr Charoen.
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																Opponents of the Pheu Thai-led government have wasted no time in lodging a plethora of petitions against the government in an attempt to bring it down through so-called lawfare tactics.
The Election Commission (EC) and the charter court, which are being asked to decide on their fate, must strictly screen the complaints and accept only legitimate ones.

A new petition was submitted to the EC on Monday by Nopparut Worachitwutthikul, former leader of the White Pigeon group. It seeks the dissolution of the ruling Pheu Thai Party and five coalition partners for allegedly allowing former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, father of Pheu Thai leader Paetongtarn Shinawatra, to dominate them. The five other parties are Bhumjaithai, United Thai Nation (UTN), Chartthaipattana, Prachachat and Palang Prachrarath (PPRP).

Mr Nopparut said key figures from the parties attended a meeting with Thaksin at his residence on Aug 14 in a bid to nominate a new prime minister following a Constitutional Court ruling that removed Srettha Thavisin from office.

Initially, they reportedly agreed with Thaksin's first choice, Chaikasem Nitisiri, before switching to Ms Paetongtarn. Before this, there were reports that an unnamed petitioner had launched a complaint with the EC asking it to proceed with removing Paetongtarn and other Pheu Thai executives due to the alleged dominance being wielded by Thaksin.

In a petition, Ms Paetongtarn must be responsible in her capacity as the Pheu Thai leader for the appointment of ex-convict Pichit Chuenban in the former Srettha cabinet, which that resulted in Mr Srettha's downfall.

At the same time, the PPRP, upset at being booted out of the Paetongtarn cabinet, has turned itself into a staunch enemy. Paiboon Nititawan, the PPRP's secretary general, even accused Ms Paetongtarn of a lack of integrity for not keeping her promise by excluding the party from the coalition.

These activists are right in trying to keep the government in check.

However, it is a surprise that no petitioners are paying attention to Education Minister Pol Gen Permpoon Chidchob, whom the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) early this year recommended be subject to the impeachment process for his involvement in dropping a severe charge against a scion of the Red Bull family in relation to a notorious hit-and-run case that resulted in the death of a traffic policeman.

Over the past decade, Thai politics has stagnated despite some democratic elections as lawmakers and veteran petitioners increasingly resort to lawfare. Some are politically connected with the old establishment and bent on disbanding political parties and foes.

The EC and the Constitutional Court, as independent agencies endorsed by the former military-leaning Senate, have to carefully screen these complaints, and throw away the nonsensical ones. If not, they may be seen as being part of the political game.

Not that the petitions must cease. On the contrary, scrutiny of the government is encouraged provided there are not vested or ill interests at play.

The Paetongtarn government is not without controversy, particularly its "family cabinet" image, and any petitioner has the right to lodge a complaint.

But nitpicking, as well as incessant and irrational complaints or overuse of "ethical accountability" are unnecessary. Independent agencies must adhere to principles and avoid descending into this power game.
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																How sanguine should the international observer be towards the relationship between China, peace and security? While the country's integration into the international commercial system via the World Trade Organization has opened the door to rules-based discourse and a multilateral dispute settlement system, despite major commercial rivalries, the domain of peace and security presents a more precarious and ambivalent affair. Yet, here again, there is variability in that relationship, which militates against too broad of a generalisation.
Historically, it should not be forgotten that in the 19th century, China was victimised by the Opium Wars, when outside powers imposed stipulations in favour of the opium trade, while the country itself wanted to suppress the consumption of that addictive drug and end the trade.

In the first part of the 20th century, the country was classified pejoratively as "semi-civilised" by the surrounding powers of the day, which led to its subjection to external influences. Numerous atrocities were committed before and during WWII against the Chinese population. With the emergence of the new administration after that war, the rise of China as a superpower has led to its more assertive position internationally, impliedly as a re-validation of itself in the global spectrum.

There is then the question: how to enable that assertiveness to energise rather than undermine the international system based on rules-based multilateralism and peaceful dispute resolution in the field of peace and security. China's narrative on this matter can be seen in its national policies, including its Global Security Initiative and Global Civilization Initiative, which favour international law and the UN umbrella from the angle of cooperation.

Yet, those developments need to be tested substantively on various fronts. How does the country fare at the apex of the international system, namely in the UN Security Council (SC)? The answer is contextual, depending upon the situation and its competition with some of the other superpowers. On the Ukraine war, the country is clearly closer to the protagonist who is waging the war against Ukraine and which is geographically next door.

On other conflicts, it varies in its signals. Interestingly, China is not the superpower which casts the veto most frequently to block decision-making on international peace and security. It is two of the other superpowers which wield the veto the most. China tends to abstain from some key issues, perhaps as a lever to be seen as an intermediary and to bridge with developing countries that do not have a voice in that supreme UN organ.

What about the reform of the Security Council? Earlier this year, the co-chairs of the negotiations on Security Council reforms visited the country, and the message from the latter was to increase the representation of developing countries in that organ.

What are some options, then? It is expected that some directions will be visible from the forthcoming Global Summit of the Future this month. Its final declaration will have a section on global governance and related reforms, including the council.

A possible adjustment is to add some non-permanent seats to the council, reflecting the geographical representation of developing countries. This would mean a revolving system providing shared opportunities to participate.

The touchy issue of the veto is intractable but not impossible to deal with. In recent years, a number of countries have put forward a non-binding code whereby the veto should not be exercised in regard to very serious human rights violations, such as genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. Two of the members of the UNSC have already committed to this promise and China should follow suit. At least it should abstain, rather than to veto when faced with such a predicament.

Nearer home, there are the trenchant issues of the disputed South China Sea and areas further north, embodied in the Taiwan conundrum.

It should be recalled that one international dispute settlement mechanism -- the international arbitral tribunal in the Hague -- rejected the country's claim of historic rights over the area around the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea in 2016. The country has repudiated that arbitral award, and conflicts have escalated. Its claim to that island further north is also extremely delicate, bearing in mind the democratic aspirations of the latter.

Good neighbourliness can help to defuse tensions, and it is hoped that the forthcoming Asean-based Code of Conduct on the South China Sea can entrench a rules-based position based on International law (especially the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea) and de-escalation modalities.

The latter can include conflict prevention channels such as early warnings and hotlines between military leaders to prevent misunderstandings, mutual confidence building through humanitarian rescue operations, disaster response operations and shared programmes to protect the marine environment and promote people-to-people links.

Lessons are to be learned from the multilateral commercial setting where China and Chinese Taipei can coexist well on matters of common interest, with flexibility based upon international rules and peaceful dispute settlement. Bilateral forum/fora and regional frameworks, with peer supports, can help to address humanitarian matters without debilitating politicisation.

On a related front, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) closely aligned with China should be mobilised to move away from the focus on national and regional security -- to cover more the portals of peace, democracy, human rights and sustainable development.

An innovative stepping stone was its commitment in 2023 to ecological issues, including renewable and clean energy, low-emission channels, and energy containment systems.

The 2024 Astana Summit of the SCO resulted in commitments on trade, energy, and finance, including energy cooperation and anti-drug strategy.

However, its programme to counter insecurity, terrorism, extremism and separatism needs to be responded to with caution -- to follow international standards and comply with the substantive elements of multilateralism, objectively tested under the UN framework.

As a final note, on the most controversial issues, there is an instructive and patient Chinese maxim offering a guiding light, anchored on the fulcrum of moderation and self-restraint: Tao guang yang hui, or "be calm and keep a low profile".

Vitit Muntarbhorn is a Professor Emeritus at the Faculty of Law, Chulalongkorn University. He has helped the UN as an expert, adviser and consultant. This article is the second part of his series on 'Deciphering China in a Multiplex World'. The first part was published by the 'Bangkok Post' on Aug 29 under the title 'Unpacking China's Global Influence'.
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																In the Asia-Pacific region, countries are turning increasingly toward their neighbours for ideas on sustainable development.
South-South Cooperation (SSC) has increasingly been recognised as one of the most efficient and effective means of exchanging technical know-how and experiences between countries of Asia and the Pacific.

Unlike the traditional "donor country-beneficiary country" relationships, South-South Cooperation is more like a collaboration between countries and has significantly evolved as a proven method for one country in Asia and the Pacific to learn from another that has overcome similar developmental challenges in its own recent history. Indeed, the United Nations and other multilateral development partners have increased their focus on SSC as an important complementary modality to bridge the technological gap in support of sustainable development and eradicating poverty, inequalities and, most notably, hunger.

SSC is underpinned by several principles which make it a highly desirable form of technical cooperation. These include mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty; mutual non-aggression; mutual non-interference; equality and mutual benefit; and peaceful co-existence.

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) recognises SSC as based on solidarity among partner countries for mutual benefits, whereby FAO plays a catalytic role in facilitating cooperation among countries and institutions that have proven development solutions to share with countries in need of such solutions. Given its competitive advantage, FAO has provided a framework for such cooperation, reflecting its international experience in SSC initiatives, particularly to help drive an agrifood systems transformation for the benefit of all people in the Asia-Pacific region, and worldwide.

It is important to emphasize the fact that SSC is not a replacement for North-South cooperation, which is highly significant and beneficial in and of itself, but rather complementary in its approaches. The main difference is SSC provides know-how, training, and knowledge exchange, rather than providing development assistance in the form of monetary grants. In any case, both are important.

The Asia-Pacific region is home to some of the world's most cutting-edge technologies that have significantly contributed to poverty alleviation and reducing hunger. However, at the same time, the region is home to the world's largest concentration of extremely poor and malnourished people. This anomaly is also reflected in the technologies among different countries in the region. Some have developed highly sophisticated technologies across value chains, while others are struggling with very basic and primitive technologies in the same region. Less developed countries have historically been more interested in learning from countries who had faced similar challenges not long ago.

Given this developed/underdeveloped mix of countries, the SSC approach is a logical neighbour-to-neighbour initiative in Asia and the Pacific. But given that the region has accumulated a rich and diverse set of experiences in strategies and policies related to rural poverty, agricultural development, prices, trade and institutional development, it can and does share its know-how with countries in other parts of the world. Other counties within and outside the region are quite keen to know such recipes for success, adopt and adapt them, and build on successful experiences.

Ultimately, SSC allows countries, not only to understand the results of successful experiences and effective technical know-how, but also the processes and mechanisms involved in their development, implementation and institutionalisation.

While the middle-income countries in Asia and the Pacific have accumulated significant experiences and technical know-how in their own agrifood systems, some may not have access to the required financial means to facilitate the exchange with other countries.

In this regard, FAO has been approaching other development partners to participate in envisaged technical cooperation. This is referred to as South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSTC), where a third party provides financial resources to facilitate the exchange.

At the end of the day -- or more to the point at the end of this decade -- there is much work to be done to meet the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). On the International Day for South-South Cooperation, let's remember that SSC and North-South assistance can both help this region -- and the world -- achieve those goals.

Jong-Jin Kim is Assistant Director-General and FAO Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific. The article marks the International Day for South-South Operation.
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									The West's stealthy assault on democracy								

															

																With great-power rivalries again at the centre of international relations, democratic governments have been relying on secret statecraft to shape or sway regimes in weaker states, including by supporting or aiding regime change. Far from advancing democracy globally, these efforts are exacerbating its vulnerabilities at a time when authoritarianism is on the rise.
To be sure, local militaries -- with or without external backing -- remain the leading drivers of regime change. In Pakistan, for example, the military reasserted its traditional dominance over government in 2022, when it engineered the ouster of Imran Khan as prime minister. In Bangladesh, the military recently took advantage of a violent student-led uprising to compel Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to flee the country, before installing an interim civilian-led administration headed by Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus.

But external powers also often play a key role in driving regime change. Yes, the mechanisms remain murky. Since strategic skullduggery rarely leaves any political fingerprints, intervening powers can plausibly deny involvement, leaving independent analysts struggling to distinguish fact from fiction.

Nonetheless, it is usually fairly easy to see where an external power gets its leverage. China, for example, is the world's largest trading economy and official creditor for developing countries. While the details of China's loan agreements are far from transparent, there is no doubt that it attaches many strings to its funding, which increase its leverage over borrowers, possibly even driving them into sovereignty-eroding debt traps.

The United States, for its part, dominates the international financial architecture, enjoys considerable leverage over traditional lenders like the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund, and issues the world's main reserve currency. With these levers, it has significant power to reward or punish countries, including by imposing painful economic sanctions.

The US has long been accused of helping to topple or prop up foreign regimes, including by meddling in elections or aiding uprisings. Some have even alleged that the US played a role in the recent overthrow of Khan in Pakistan and Ms Hasina in Bangladesh, though they have denied any involvement.

The question is what a democracy like the US hopes to achieve by contributing to regime change. The answer cannot be lasting democratic breakthroughs, which rarely arrive in the wake of popular uprisings. Instead, countries are likely to face political instability, social disorder, and economic disruption.

A more likely explanation is that Western powers are seeking to advance their own geopolitical and economic interests by supporting "friendly" regimes and driving out "unfriendly" ones. The regimes' democratic credentials (or lack thereof) seem to matter little here, though Western powers do prefer that there is a pretence of democracy.

This helps to explain why military takeovers are often followed by elections or the installation, as in Bangladesh, of a government with a civilian face: military leaders hope to bolster the new government's international legitimacy and, in many cases, retain access to Western financial assistance. After all, the US is legally required to cut off aid to a country after a coup. After the military junta returned to power in Myanmar in 2021, US President Joe Biden's administration imposed stringent sanctions on the country and, later, began providing non-lethal aid to anti-junta forces.

But US leaders take great care in deciding which military takeovers to label as "coups". Of the more than two dozen military coups or indirect takeovers that have taken place in the last 15 years, the US refrained from condemning about half, because it considered the regime change favourable to its regional interests. In this sense, the US has often sacrificed democracy at the altar of geopolitics.

Elections alone -- even if competitive -- do not guarantee popular empowerment or adherence to constitutional rules, especially when the military holds decisive power. While the international community might view a civilian-led government positively, domestic legitimacy may well be lacking, even when the coup-makers shed their uniforms and rebrand themselves "civilian" leaders, as the Thai army chief did after seizing power in 2014.

Democracy is in retreat globally. Many populations are facing the erosion of their political rights and civil liberties. Even the world's leading democracies are suffering from low public trust in governments and bitterly polarised politics. And closed autocracies now outnumber liberal democracies. By accepting or tolerating military rule -- even behind a civilian facade -- Western powers will only accelerate this trend. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Brahma Chellaney is Professor Emeritus of Strategic Studies at the New Delhi-based Center for Policy Research and Fellow at the Robert Bosch Academy in Berlin.
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																As the 2024 Paris Olympic and Paralympic Games have drawn to a close, the nation is still rejoicing at seeing so many Thai athletes bring home medals while breaking a few records along the way.
The Thai delegation pocketed 13 Olympic and 30 Paralympic medals over the past few weeks.

The winners will receive cash rewards, or incentives, mostly from the National Sport Development Fund (NSDF).

Although Paralympic athletes grabbed more trophies than their able-bodied compatriots, their cash rewards are significantly smaller: six million baht for gold medallists, four million baht for those who won silver, and 2.5 million baht for those who bagged a bronze.

The comparable sums for Olympians are 12 million, 7.2 million and 4.8 million baht, respectively.

Some may defend the higher rewards for able-bodied athletes, given their popularity, but this disparity should nonetheless be addressed and reviewed. Paralympic athletes have been improving at recent editions of the Games.

They finished second only to Indonesia in the overall medal tally at the Asean Para Games in June 2023, sweeping 126 medals. Later that October they ranked seventh at the Asian Para Games in Guangzhou, winning 108 medals.

But the wildly divergent cash rewards are merely one of the problems they face. Despite their success, such double standards are unfortunately not unusual.

Some may still remember the SEA Games in Phnom Penh in 2023 when Thai authorities chose a low-cost airline for the nation's Paralympic athletes and their extra travel accessories.

This was a grave mistake, as several of them were left stranded at the airport for hours as they had to wait for their accessories to arrive. This was in sharp contrast to their able-bodied peers, who enjoyed much more comfortable flights on Thai Airways.

The former Prayut Chan-o-cha government ordered a probe into this, but the results were never made public.

Needless to say, it takes much more effort for people with disabilities to become athletes, let alone champions in regional and global sporting events.

Their success is a boon for the country, however, and should serve as inspiration for other people regardless of their physical or mental condition.

Their resilience and ability to overcome adversity make them perfect role models for those with underprivileged backgrounds who would otherwise likely end up being a burden on their families and society.

At least some of the nation's para-athletes have come from poor and underprivileged families.

Among them is Putharet Khongrak, the 29-year-old wheelchair racer who narrowly lost in the final of the 5,000 metre T54 event in Paris when his wheelchair crashed just five metres before the finish line.

He shed tears afterwards, lamenting how that tragic loss had stripped him and his family of the cash reward that would help ease their plight.

There must be more families in the same tough situation as the Khongraks.

The impoverished athlete's remarks suggest it is high time for the government to address the welfare gap for this group of people.

Moreover, domestic authorities should try in earnest to give them all the support they need to enjoy a better life, and bring more glory to the country while filling people's hearts and dreams with more inspiring tales of success against the odds.
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																As businesses across the globe brace for the European Union's newly adopted Artificial Intelligence (AI) Act, the ramifications are becoming more apparent. The AI Act will create opportunities and challenges, particularly for companies that rely heavily on AI technology. The regulation classifies AI systems based on the level of risk and will mandate new standards for developers and deployers, pushing businesses to reevaluate their strategies in a bid to comply with this EU legislation that will open doors to the EU market.
The EU's AI Act establishes a comprehensive framework aimed at ensuring the safe and transparent development of AI technologies. The Act divides AI systems into four risk categories: unacceptable, high, limited, and minimal risks. High-risk AI systems that significantly impact people's safety or fundamental rights -- such as those used in healthcare, transportation, law enforcement, and employment -- are subjected to the most stringent rules. The objective is to mitigate risks related to health, safety, and fundamental rights.

This regulation extends beyond the EU's borders, applying to any company whose AI systems impact EU consumers or citizens. Businesses from the US to Asia must now consider how to adapt their operations to meet the Act's requirements, even if they don't directly operate within the EU.

For companies globally, the biggest hurdle introduced by the AI Act is the cost of compliance. High-risk AI systems must undergo rigorous testing, documentation, and oversight. This can be an expensive and time-consuming process, especially for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that may not have the resources to dedicate to compliance.

Companies must now invest in new infrastructure for risk management, maintain detailed records of how AI systems function, and ensure that AI outputs are transparent and traceable.

Non-compliance carries heavy penalties, with fines reaching up to 6% of a company's global annual turnover. This creates a strong financial incentive for companies to adhere to the Act's strict guidelines, but the financial burden of compliance itself is daunting for many businesses. Furthermore, companies must prepare to continuously monitor their AI systems, ensuring they meet EU standards at all stages of their lifecycle.

Despite the challenges, the AI Act also offers opportunities for innovation and strategic advantage for businesses that embrace the new regulations. Companies prioritising ethical AI development and transparency will be well-positioned to thrive in the EU market, where consumers and regulators increasingly demand accountability from AI providers. The new standards encourage responsible AI innovation, promoting safer, more transparent technologies that could lead to stronger consumer trust.

The Act also provides clarity for businesses looking to innovate in AI. By outlining clear boundaries on acceptable and high-risk AI practices, the regulation creates a more predictable environment for companies, encouraging investment in areas where compliance is straightforward. Early adopters of the regulation are likely to gain a competitive edge by becoming trusted leaders in the field of ethical AI.

One of the key features of the AI Act is the distinct set of obligations placed on developers (AI system providers) and deployers (users of AI systems). Both roles are critical in ensuring compliance with the new standards, and each faces unique challenges under the Act.

Developers' Obligations

To comply, AI developers of high-risk AI systems are responsible for the technical integrity of their systems. They must ensure that their AI systems undergo rigorous risk management assessments, continuously evaluating potential risks to user safety or fundamental rights.

Developers are required to maintain comprehensive technical documentation, which must include detailed information on how the AI system functions, the data it uses, and the risk mitigation measures in place.

Additionally, they must ensure that AI systems have mechanisms for traceability and logging, allowing businesses and regulators to track any issues that arise during operation. The Act also prohibits the use of biased or discriminatory data, requiring developers to employ high-quality datasets for training and testing AI models. AI systems classified as high-risk cannot be deployed without undergoing a conformity assessment, which certifies that the system meets all of the EU's regulatory requirements.

For complaint usage, deployers -- in this case, businesses that utilise AI systems -- carry a different set of responsibilities. They are required to conduct a Fundamental Rights Impact Assessment (FRIA) before deploying high-risk AI systems. This assessment evaluates the system's potential impact on privacy, non-discrimination, and security.

Deployers must also ensure human oversight of AI systems, particularly those categorised as high-risk. This oversight is critical for preventing harm and ensuring that the AI operates ethically.

Deployers are responsible for incident reporting, meaning they must report any system malfunctions or safety risks to both the developer and the relevant authorities. These requirements ensure that companies using AI technology are held accountable for their operations.

That said, businesses must adopt a strategic approach to integrating AI technologies. The first step for companies is to map out their AI systems, identifying which systems fall under the high-risk category and ensuring that they comply with the EU's requirements.

Many businesses may need to create new internal governance structures, such as AI ethics committees, to oversee compliance efforts and guide decision-making. These committees can help ensure that AI systems are designed and deployed in line with both ethical standards and regulatory requirements. Additionally, businesses will need to engage in continuous monitoring of their AI systems, regularly updating their compliance protocols as the EU AI Act evolves and enforcement tightens.

Another key aspect of adapting to the new regulations is fostering collaboration between developers and deployers. This collaboration ensures that deployers have the technical knowledge needed to comply with the AI Act's requirements and can implement the necessary safeguards. Businesses may also need to invest in employee training to ensure that their staff are equipped to monitor AI systems and address any potential compliance issues.

Global Impacts

The AI Act's influence is expected to extend far beyond Europe. Many countries are exploring if they should adopt similar regulatory frameworks, and businesses that align with the EU's rules now will be better positioned to comply with future regulations in other markets. The AI Act could serve as a global model for AI governance, much like the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) did for data privacy.

The EU AI Act marks a turning point in the global regulatory landscape for AI. While the compliance challenges are significant, businesses that strategically adapt to the new environment stand to gain a competitive edge. By prioritising transparency, risk management, and ethical AI practices, companies can not only comply with the law but also foster innovation and consumer trust in an increasingly regulated digital economy.

The AI Act represents both a challenge and an opportunity for businesses willing to lead in the responsible use of AI technology.



Saliltorn Thongmeensuk, PhD, is a research fellow at the Thailand Development Research Institute. Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the Bangkok Post on alternate Wednesdays.
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									Stop all of the democracy in-fighting								
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																If democracy is going to flourish on this planet, its practitioners must be members of the same team.
Unfortunately, global democracy is a field divided. Democratic activists, experts, and reformers often are fierce partisans of just one of several competing sub-fields: electoral democracy, deliberative democracy (focusing on randomly selected citizens studying issues), participatory democracy (where people might set a local budget or make a plan), direct democracy (initiative and referendum), or digital democracy (using online environments).

I routinely experience this dynamic firsthand. As a convener of global forums on direct democracy since 2008, I was sometimes excluded from gatherings on participatory or deliberative democracy. After I took a fellowship at an institute associated with deliberative democracy, two supporters of my direct democracy work accused me of betrayal.

This democratic divide, and how to bridge it, is the subject of a new white paper, "From Waves to Ecosystems: The Next Stage of Democratic Innovation", by Josh Lerner, who is co-executive director of People Powered, a global hub for communities, organisations, researchers, and funders seeking to improve democracy.

"Most pro-democracy movements focus on defending elections. Others call for innovations in direct, deliberative, or participatory democracy. Champions of each approach have claimed their solution alone will deliver real democracy," writes Mr Lerner. "There is, however, no one way to fix democracy."

One problem is that most money spent on democracy is swallowed up by elections, even though elections, he writes, "have generally not resulted in equal political power or government by the people".

Instead, elected governments increasingly exploit elections to establish minority rule, with economic elites maintaining outsized influence. Elections also "put in power people who rate as more narcissistic and psychopathic than average".

Those other democratic practices do experience waves of popularity direct democracy grew rapidly in the 19th and early 20th centuries, and participatory democracy became fashionable in the 1960s and again in the 1990s with participatory budgeting in Brazil. Today, many democratic practitioners are riding a "deliberative wave" using lotteries to create assemblies of everyday citizens.

But the waves have retarded broader democratic development. Mr Lerner writes: "Waves lead to groupthink. Each wave becomes top-heavy with big expectations that it will change everything and be the one solution we've been waiting for. No single kind of democracy works well for all our decisions.

But, asks Mr Lerner, what if all of these democratic approaches are limited individually but more effective together? Mr Lerner sees an "emerging next stage" that involves "weaving different democratic practices into balanced democratic ecosystems".

Why ecosystems? Because successful ecosystems are diverse, interconnected, and dynamic. "Healthy ecosystems change over time to remain resilient as conditions and needs fluctuate," Mr Lerner writes.

For example, assemblies and direct democracy don't work well for tricky budget decisions in a fiscal crisis, but the participatory budgeting process does. Deliberative democracy's citizens assemblies work well for producing proposals on difficult issues. But for legitimacy, all voters should decide whether to adopt such a proposal as the actual law, via a referendum.

What would a healthy democratic ecosystem look like? Mr Lerner points to Paris, which has experimented with different combinations of democratic practice. There, an elected city council works with a citizens' assembly of randomly selected Parisians on big topics like homelessness. And the deliberative assembly works with a participatory budgeting process on how to spend 100 million euros (3.7 billion baht) annually on city improvements.

Instead of competing with one another, advocates of different democratic processes should build bridges and focus on their "common enemy" -- authoritarian regimes and funders of anti-democratic work.

But it's not enough to defend the current system against such forces, writes Mr Lerner. Democracy needs a "just transition" to this much more varied democratic ecosystem.

"What if instead of solely defending elections, we also offered something better -- a broader system of democracy that gave people a more meaningful voice?"

It also requires more urgency. Democratic practitioners love experiments and pilots, but those are too slow. "We have toyed with alternatives while the ice caps and our trust in democracy melt away.... Authoritarian regimes are wreaking havoc faster than our efforts to counterattack them."



Joe Mathews, a columnist for Zocalo Public Square, is the founder-columnist at 'Democracy Local', a planetary publication.
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									'Bulldozer justice' reigns in an unchanging India								

															

																Politically motivated bulldozing has returned with a vengeance in India. Earlier this month in the state of Madhya Pradesh, a local Muslim leader and member of the opposition Congress party watched his home, supposedly "illegally built", reduced to rubble. A district official then gloated on social media that justice had been served for recent attacks on the police. Meanwhile, in the neighbouring state of Uttar Pradesh, bulldozers flattened an "illegal" shopping complex owned by a Muslim functionary of an opposition party who had recently been arrested on charges of gang-raping a minor girl.
This "bulldozer justice" is nothing new. In Prime Minister Narendra Modi's India, the homes of those merely suspected of crimes -- overwhelmingly Muslims -- are frequently demolished with great fanfare, usually on the pretext that they are unauthorised constructions. State governments controlled by the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) have found an ideal tool for brutalising Muslims and firing up the party's Hindu-supremacist voter base.

Besides being used for retribution, bulldozers serve as tools to control and demoralise already marginalised communities. Not coincidentally, areas where Muslims cluster tend to be targeted for "urban development". As a result, more than 150,000 homes have been razed in the last two years, leaving nearly 750,000 people homeless.

Such blatant injustice in a country that bills itself as the "world's largest democracy" has been normalised to the point that bulldozers now feature in BJP election rallies. Since Mr Modi's re-election in 2019, "bulldozer politics" (which even has its own Wikipedia entry) has become one of the BJP's favourite methods of signalling its commitment to Hindu supremacy and muscular governance.

But wait: Wasn't India's general election in April-June meant to end such brazen transgressions? Having lost his majority for the first time, a "humbled" Mr Modi, we were told, would have to alter his ways to accommodate new allies to form a government. Voters had supposedly pulled India "back from the brink" of authoritarian chauvinism and "reasserted India's democratic credentials".

These post-election "hot takes" now lie buried beneath a heap of bulldozed rubble. Mr Modi has neither reined in Hindu extremist forces nor dialled down the BJP's efforts to curb rights, quash dissent, and capture democratic institutions. Lynchings and other forms of vigilante mob violence against minorities have only intensified, and police have pressured Muslim shop-owners to display their names so that Hindu shoppers know to stay away.

Moreover, new laws are being devised to crack down even harder on India's Muslims. One proposal envisages life sentences for Muslim men who pursue romantic relationships with Hindu women -- what Hindu supremacists call "love jihad". Attacks on intellectuals who are critical of the government are intensifying, and draconian laws are being enacted in the name of combating left-wing terror. While pesky foreign journalists are being forced to leave, bureaucrats are now allowed to join the BJP's parent organisation, Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a right-wing Hindu-supremacist organisation that rejects India's founding principle of equal citizenship for all.

Far from being chastened by the election, BJP leaders' hate speech has become even more vicious. Soon after the election results were announced, a cabinet minister declared that allowing Muslims to live in the country had been India's biggest mistake. The same man is now supporting a grassroots campaign to boycott Muslim businesses. Similarly, the BJP chief minister of an eastern state recently blamed the Muslim owner of a private university for causing floods -- waging "flood jihad". And to stop "land jihad", he is advocating laws to restrict land sales between Hindus and Muslims.

Nothing has changed in India. There are only illusions of a democratic revival. Yes, the opposition's gains have boosted its confidence, and the government has agreed to review various laws and initiatives after facing pushback. A controversial broadcasting bill to police online content was put on hold this month, leading the regime's critics to declare that Modi has been weakened. But these are merely tactical retreats.

After all, Mr Modi still retains the tools that enabled him to win a despotic election (heavily skewed in favour of the BJP). The BJP maintains control of the levers that count, including powerful investigative agencies that can intimidate enemies and help shake down campaign donors. With a monopoly over policymaking, Mr Modi can keep businesses on his side. And though the broadcasting bill has been delayed, the government already has ways to block critical voices on social media.

Still, the perception of a democratic revival in India bestows renewed legitimacy on Mr Modi's third term.

In fact, Mr Modi abandoned any pretence of inclusivity during this year's election campaign. He and the rest of the BJP repeatedly resorted to Islamophobic messaging, and they are doubling down on the politics of religious polarisation. Ahead of state elections in Jharkhand in a few months, the BJP is openly trying to incite the majority tribal population in the state with claims that Rohingya Muslims -- dog whistle for Indian Muslims -- are marrying their women and taking their land.

India's democratic backsliding is only accelerating as a more insecure BJP confronts a more assertive opposition. The chauvinist majoritarian ideology Mr Modi represents sees power as a means to reshape the state and demolish the country's constitutionally mandated pluralism. This year's election was a mere bump in the path of the Hindutva bulldozer. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Debasish Roy Chowdhury is the co-author (with John Keane) of 'To Kill A Democracy: India's Passage to Despotism' (Oxford University Press, Pan Macmillan, 2021).
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									Venice suffers from 'beauty curse'								

															

																Countries with great wealth or natural abundance often fall victim to their own blessings. Economists have long known that resource-rich countries can get stuck in cycles of slow economic growth, intense environmental degradation, and weak democratic institutions. But places endowed with a unique artistic and architectural heritage also can suffer from this "resource curse". Breathtaking monuments from a storied past can generate economic rents and sectoral distortions, not unlike those created by large reserves of fossil fuels and precious minerals.
Venice is a case in point. Plagued with fast-paced, cheap tourism, it increasingly suffers from a "beauty curse". The city's recent decision to charge a US$5.45 (184 baht) entry fee for day trippers merely confirms the larger problem: Venice is on its way to becoming an open-air museum -- a cultural mausoleum.

Natural resources and architectural beauty are not as dissimilar as they may seem. Both are scarce and geographically concentrated. In the case of Venice, the city is an extraordinary architectural masterpiece; even its smallest buildings may contain works by some of the world's greatest artists -- from Giorgione and Titian to Tintoretto and Veronese. That is why Unesco's World Heritage designation for Venice comprises the city in its entirety rather than select buildings or neighbourhoods.

But such immense architectural and cultural wealth can create an economic trap. When just a few lucrative extractive industries attract most of the human and financial capital in an economy, they can crowd out investment in other sectors, ultimately preventing sectoral diversification and impairing overall competitiveness. This dynamic is known as "Dutch Disease", because it is precisely what happened in the Netherlands following its discovery of a large natural-gas field in the late 1950s.

In Venice, the high demand for tourist-related services that guarantee large markups has crowded out the supply of services for residents. As a result, the historic city is becoming increasingly uninhabitable. Its population has fallen from 150,000 in the 1960s to around 50,000 today, and neighbourhoods with fewer tourist attractions already look like ghost towns. Buildings are abandoned, streets are empty, and grocery shops are almost nonexistent. The only sparks of real life are the few traditional bars ("bacari") that remain operational. University students animate an otherwise sleepy nightlife, and the few cultural events target tourists, whose number keeps rising.

Two decades ago, Venice had a little more than two million overnight visitors per year; by 2022, that figure had reached 3.2 million, and the number of day trippers was around 30 million. Unsurprisingly, the few Venetians left are directly or indirectly employed in the tourism sector, resulting in economic desertification of the rest of the city. With traditional industries like chemicals and steel disappearing, Italy's development ministry has declared the situation in Venice and its environs an industrial crisis.

To be sure, the beauty curse is not exclusive to Venice. There are many small villages and towns around the world whose economies have been completely captured by tourism. In large and well-developed cities such as Barcelona or Rome, mass tourism is increasingly a threat to the quality of life of their inhabitants. Nonetheless, the scale of the problem in Venice is astonishing. This is not some small medieval village whose only future lies in capitalising on its past. Venice is a large European city that could aspire to be something different. Once the seat of a prosperous empire, it was a bridge between the West and the East for centuries. Even if daily life in a city on the water is not easy, Venice has always managed it.

The entry fee, which was introduced as a pilot programme between April and mid-July, is expected to be reintroduced in 2025 on a permanent basis and possibly doubled. But it is unlikely to dissuade fast-paced tourism. Though it will help to absorb some of the costs that tourism generates (such as for waste collection and disposal), it will not reverse the city's decline. After all, most of its other civic initiatives are focused on the threat of sea-level rise. As necessary as these efforts are, they will only preserve the existing architectural beauty rather than doing anything to revitalise the city. The palaces will still become museums because nobody wants to live in them.

The situation demands a comprehensive, long-term strategy to repopulate the Laguna Veneta. By attracting talent from around the world, Venice could transform itself into a flourishing, dynamic global cultural and commercial centre once again. It could rediscover the ingenuity, inventiveness, and industriousness that made it so great in the past. The goal should be not merely to preserve and exploit its artistic and cultural heritage but to expand it. That means going beyond the extractive approach, which is slowly bleeding the city dry.

Artistic beauty, like natural resources, should be a blessing. But without proper management and an ambitious strategy, looks can kill. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Edoardo Campanella, Senior Fellow at the Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business and Government at the Harvard Kennedy School, is co-author (with Marta Dassu) of 'Anglo Nostalgia: The Politics of Emotion in a Fractured West' (Oxford University Press, 2019).
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2862607/venice-suffers-from-beauty-curse



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




								
									Hollywood on Thames is UK's chance to shine								
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																Hollywood loves a happy ending, preferably after a few twists and turns along the way. The British version has another chance to write its own after Marlow Film Studios, backed by Avatar director James Cameron and a host of UK creative talents, said it will appeal against the rejection of a planned complex in the country's movie heartland west of London. Suspense turns on whether the two-month-old Labour government will intervene to greenlight a project that so clearly aligns with its mission of stimulating economic growth.
Approval would certainly upset a lot of people.

The wealthy and attractive riverside town of Marlow is in the heart not only of the local film industry but also of British NIMBYland, where residents defend their views and property values zealously. The 36-hectare proposed site is a former quarry and landfill but happens to be designated green belt -- buffer zones designed to prevent urban sprawl that can be developed only in special circumstances. Environmental groups opposed the application. So did the local Conservative member of parliament, Joy Morrissey, who deemed it a "bad application" that would do "significant harm".

Marlow Film Studios would strengthen Britain's competitive position as a moviemaking location in an industry where the nation is already a global heavyweight. Growth in 3D cinema and streaming services such as Netflix, Amazon.com's Prime Video and Disney+ is driving demand for high-end studio space. Productions are getting longer and bigger-budget, with UK-made hit shows such as Bridgerton, The Witcher and The Crown running to multiple seasons.

The developer says the project will create 4,000 jobs, half of them locally, and draw PS3.2 billion (142.1 billion baht) of investment in the first decade. The company is headed by film and TV producer Robert Laycock, great-nephew of James Bond author Ian Fleming. Supporters include directors Sam Mendes (who directed two Bond movies at nearby Pinewood Studios) and Paul Greengrass (United 93). Oscar-winning actor Jeremy Irons showed up to the Buckinghamshire Council committee meeting that turned down the application.

My betting is that the film studio will get built. The case is rightly regarded as a test of how serious the new government is about ripping up planning rules to unblock development. Allowing such an opportunity to slip would be an embarrassment. The appeal will go to the planning inspectorate, a civil service body, but Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner -- as secretary of state for housing, communities and local government -- has the power to take over the decision. Marlow Film Studios is also calling for a public inquiry.

Overriding local democracy would risk charges of autocratic behaviour by the new government. But that fallout looks tolerable. Ms Morrissey won her Beaconsfield constituency by more than 11 percentage points from the second-placed Liberal Democrat candidate in the July 4 general election, with Labour in third place. This isn't a seat that the party is ever likely to win. In any case, it's far from clear that public opinion in the area is genuinely opposed: The council received more than 5,200 letters of support for the project.

Labour has already shown that it isn't averse to upsetting some people in pursuit of its goals. Ed Miliband approved three solar farms after taking over as secretary of state for energy security and net zero in July, boasting that he had made the decision three days after the plans arrived on his desk. All the projects were in Conservative-held constituencies, provoking howls of outrage from local members of parliament (Alicia Kearns, the MP for Rutland and Stamford, professed herself "utterly appalled").

Marlow Film Studios has a compelling case on economic and planning-policy grounds. Three-quarters of UK film and TV activity takes place in the area west of London, and more than 12,000 crew are within one hour's travel of the Marlow site, according to the developer. The government's National Planning Policy Framework recognises the importance of industry clusters, saying that decisions should make provisions for these in the creative and high-technology sectors. Labour has strengthened that language in its proposed revisions to the document.

More broadly, the creative industries contributed PS124.6 billion to the UK economy in 2022 -- more than the life sciences, aerospace and auto industries combined. They have also been growing much faster, expanding 50.3% between 2010 and 2022, versus 21.5% for the wider economy. Film, TV, video, radio and photography is the second-largest subsector within the category, behind IT, software and computer services.

It's a promising script and one that an economy in urgent need of growth drivers can't afford to turn down. This story deserves a happy ending. Bloomberg

Matthew Brooker is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering business and infrastructure. Formerly, he was an editor for Bloomberg News and the South China Morning Post.
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        Paint the town red!
        Seven days, three ingredients and one simple way to give back. The 12th annual Negroni Week takes place from Sept 16-22 all over Bangkok and in Phuket, celebrating the bonds between Campari and the world of mixology.&nbsp;

      

      
        New movies out this week: Sept 12-18
        New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.

      

      
        Lisa wins second award at VMAs
        Lalisa 'Lisa' Manoban has won her historic second trophy at the&nbsp;2024 MTV Video Music Awards (VMAs), following her first soloist win in 2022.

      

      
        EA Rooftop at The Empire opens Sept 18
        Embodying the concept, "Celebrating The World's Newest Horizon", &nbsp;EA Rooftop at The Empire will be Bangkok's largest and highest rooftop food and beverage destination when it opens on Sept 18.

      

      
        Brazilian bossa nova legend Sergio Mendes dies aged 83
        Sergio Mendes, the renowned Brazilian musician who brought bossa nova to the global stage in the 1960s with his group Brasil '66, has died at the age of 83 due to complications from having long-term Covid-19.

      

      
        A fun time for classical
        I've lived in Bangkok three times; first, as a child, between the ages of seven and twelve, sneaking out to see concerts by the Royal Navy Orchestra conducted by ML Usni Pramoj; next, as a young man, in the 1970s, battling to create new audiences; and finally, in my old age, for the last twenty years, when I've had the chance both to witness and to be a part of exciting new developments in...

      

      
        US Embassy brings tastes of America
        Premium products and foods imported from the US are presented during "Taste of America 2024", which is running at Gourmet Market at Paragon, Emporium, EmQuartier and Emsphere, until Sept 19.

      

      
        Dive into the world of animation at fest
        The Embassy of France and the Thai Animation and Computer Graphics Association are bringing back "Beyond Animation Festival", which kicks off today and runs until Sept 21, in Bangkok, Chiang Mai and Phayao provinces.

      

      
        Songkhla lights up for Lagoon Festival
        Old Songkhla Town will come to life from tomorrow until Sept 16 as part of the "Lighting of Songkhla Lagoon 2024" festival, which illuminates the history of the once-thriving commercial hub, which blends Thai, Chinese, and Muslim customs.
&nbsp;

      

      
        New releases for your streaming pleasure: Sept 11-17
        Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!&nbsp;
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									Paint the town red!

									Campari announces the 12th edition of Negroni Week from Sept 16-22
								

								Seven days, three ingredients and one simple way to give back. The 12th annual Negroni Week takes place from Sept 16-22 all over Bangkok and in Phuket, celebrating the bonds between Campari and the world of mixology. 
								[image: ]

Campari, Italy's iconic red aperitif, Imbibe Magazine and charitable partner Slow Food come together for Negroni Week to support the mission to foster a more equitable and sustainable world of food and beverage through a series of local events at bars, restaurants and retailers around the world. Since the cocktail's creation in 1919, Campari has been the red heart of the Negroni, a cocktail showcasing the unique flavour profile of Campari. 

[image: ]

Hosted by Campari and Alchemy Thailand, Negroni Week in Thailand is packed full of special events. Camparino Master Class with Tommaso Cecca will be held on Sept 16 at Paragon Cineplex. Cecca is the global head of Camparino Licensing & Mixology Camparino in Galleria, the legendary bar opened by Davide Campari in Milan's Galleria Vittorio Emanuele II in 1915.

Cecca will also open Negroni Week on Sept 16 at Firefly Bar, Sindhorn Kempinski Hotel Bangkok and will be shaking and staring a few concoctions. 

There's no Negroni without Campari, just like there's no bar industry without bartenders and the "Negroni Week Bar-Hopping" will see all proceeds going to The Foundation For The Deaf under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen. The "Negroni Week Bar Hopping" will take place from Sept 16-22 and this year's bar hop will include nine welcome drinks from best bartenders of "Campari Red Hands Thailand", namely Bar Scofflaws, Bar Us, Dry Wave Cocktail Studio, Escape Bangkok, Opium Bar, Rabbit Hole Bangkok, Ray Cocktail And Bite, Rogue Affair Bar Bangkok, Tripper New Road, The O.S.S. Bar, Scarlett Bangkok, Sanay Rooftop Bar, Tribe Sky Beach Club and Overgrown Lounge & Cocktail Bar in Phuket. 

The official line-up is:

Sept 17 Lennon's at Rosewood BangkokInternational Guest Bartender: Luca Cinalli

[image: ]

Cinalli is a freelance consultant with more than 23 years of experience as a bartender and chef. He travels the world advising the leading bars around the globe on planning operations and strategies. 

Sept 18 Aqua Bar at Anantara Siam BangkokInternational Guest Bartender: Stefano Filardi and Alberto Giardino

[image: ]

Filardi began his career in the hospitality industry with coffee and wine, and later found his true calling in the art of bartending. He spearheads Dean & Nancy On 22, the latest opening from the team behind Maybe Sammy, in Sydney, Australia. Giardino began bartending at the age of 15 and is now senior team leader at Dean & Nancy on 22. 

Sept 18 Dry Wave Cocktail StudioInternational Guest Bartender: Taki Li 

[image: ]

Taki Li joined Asia's Best Bar on Asia's 50 Best Bar list 2024, Bar Leone's opening team in May 2023 where she currently serves as head bartender. 

Sept 19 Vesper International Guest Bartender: Luke Whearty

[image: ]

Whearty co-founded Byrdi in Melbourne, Australia and is also part of Like Minded Creatures collaborations with fellow world class bartenders Alex Kratena and Matt Whiley.

Sept 19 Rabbit HoleInternational Guest Bartender: Emanuele Pedrazzani 
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Pedrazzani is head bartender at Nightjar in London, UK.

Sept 19 Zuma BangkokInternational Guest Bartender: Dario Tortorella

Tortorella started bartending at 14 and is now at Antiquario di Napoli. He was recently crowned Best Italian Bartender 2024.

Sept 20 Ms.Jigger at Kimpton Maa-Lai BangkokInternational Guest Bartender: Francesco Florence d'Arienzo

D'Arienzo is bar manager at Blind Tiger in Jumeirah Al Naseem, Dubai.

Sept 20-21 Firefly Bar at Sindhorn Kempinski Hotel BangkokInternational Guest Bartender: Julio Cabrera

Cabrera is owns Cafe La Trova in Miami, US. 

* On Sept 22, the Negroni Week Brunch will be held at Uno Mas at Centara Grand at CentralWorld. Apart from the usual gourmet Sunday brunch buffet, guests will be treated to free flow of Campari cocktails from "Camapri Red Hands Thailand", featuring Thailand's best bartenders. All proceeds from ticket sales go to The Foundation For The Deaf under the Royal Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen. Tickets at Line Official @campari. 

Other specials will be at: 

The Black Cat and Anju Korean Rooftop Bar

Celebrate the spirit of Negroni Week at Sindhorn Midtown Hotel Bangkok's The Black Cat and anju Korean Rooftop Restaurant & Bar with the Classic Negroni and two new cocktail creations, Beullu-Groni and Milky-Way. 

The St. Regis Bar

[image: ]

Beverage manager Ivan Zabolotnyi will present two specially curated Negroni menus. The "All-Time Classics" menu will feature the traditional Negroni. In a variation, the Negroni Sbagliato offers a bubbly twist with Prosecco. The "Mixologist's Choice" menu will showcase Negroni variations that will be available only during this festive week. Indulge in the White Dill Negroni, which combines dill-infused gin with peppermint dry vermouth, or savour the Contessa, mixing blueberry gin with citrusy Aperol and bianco vermouth. The Truffle Negroni pairs smoky truffle mezcal with Campari. The celebration will be complemented by live entertainment, featuring a jazz band on Thursday, followed by a DJ set on Friday and Saturday.

InterContinental Bangkok

Find classic and modern takes on the crimson aperitif at three InterContinental Bangkok venues. Special Negroni cocktails like the Old Pal Negroni can be savoured at the Balcony Lounge. Showcasing its versatility, new twists on the Negroni are being paired with the adventurous California cuisine at SoCal. A guest bartender will be at the restaurant on Sept 20. At Espresso, Negroni creations are available as part of the free-flow packages offered at the weekend dinner buffets and Sunday brunch on Sept 20-22. The hotel's mixologists are drawing on Cinzano, tequila, rosemary syrup and more to present six variations during the celebration. Enticing names include the Coffee Negroni, Rosita Negroni, Smoke Negroni and Clear Negroni. 

Diplomat Bar

[image: ]

Celebrations at the Conrad Bangkok have already begun and last until Sept 30. Experience four Negroni cocktails crafted for this special promotion. On Sept 20, Noppasate "Depp" Hirunwathit from Bangkok's award-winning bar, Rabbit Hole, takeovers the bar to stir up some fun red-hued cocktails in the "Negroni Affair". There will also be a DJ and musician performances. 

Dry Wave Cocktail Studio

Shaken and stirred until Sept 31 are Dry Wave Cocktail Studio's 12 cocktails, which go back in time. Recently crowned "The One To Watch" at Asia's 50 Best Bars awards, the bar by Thai cocktail veteran Supawit "Palm" Muttarattana will be pouring the classics and their variations.
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									New movies out this week: Sept 12-18

									'Bad Genius' is the Hollywood version of Thailand's most successful international film of 2017
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								[image: ]

Speak No Evil

Directed by James Watkins.

Who's in it?

James McAvoy, Mackenzie Davis and Scoot McNairy.

What's it about?

A family is invited to spend a weekend in an idyllic country house, unaware that their dream vacation will soon become a psychological nightmare.

Why watch it?

A remake of the 2022 Danish film of the same name.
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Bad Genius

Directed by J.C. Lee.

Who's in it?

Benedict Wong, Taylor Hickson and Jabari Banks.

What's it about? 

A group of seniors of an entrepreneurial high school team up to take down a rigged college admissions system.

Why watch it?

The Hollywood version of Thailand's most successful international film of 2017.



[image: ]

Achilles Curse And The Cursed Treasure

Directed by Manatdaporn "Benz" Phongchinnatham.

Who's in it? 

Lapat "Third" Ngamchaweng, Suchada "Mabel" Sonphan, Natthicha "Kaykai" Namwong, Chonlathorn "Captain" Kongyingyong, Supicha "Jomjaem" Subanpong, Matthew Dean and Jaruwat "Dome" Chiam-aram.

What's it about? 

A world where everyone lives a life without illness. A world where no matter how badly you get hurt, if you don't hit a dead spot that no one knows where, this world won't let you die. The story of Luke, a detective who can see everyone's dead spot, receives an invitation to attend the birthday party of his best friend's fiance, who wants to reveal a cursed treasure. But chaos ensues when a group of criminals break in to steal the treasure and double-cross each other, leading to a case that is linked to both theft and murder that is unlikely to happen. 

Why watch it?

The first film from the new Thai production company OK D Production House and Design.
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Taklee Genesis x Worlds Collide

Directed by Chookiat Sakveerakul.

Who's in it?

Paula Taylor, Russell Geoffrey Banks, Peter Corp Dyrendal and Nutthatcha Padovan.

What's it about? 

After resigning from the scientific organisations and hearing that her mother was sent to the hospital, a middle-aged woman, returns to her hometown with her daughter. This brings back bad memories and she soon realises that everything is the same. People still believe in supernatural things and rituals. Her mentally-ill mother contacts her long-lost father by using VR radio and she finds the origin of the signal. Soon she realises the town has a spiritual secret linked to her father.

Why watch it?

An innovative sci-fi film.
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Prey

Directed by Mukunda Michael Dewil.

Who's in it? 

Ryan Phillippe, Emile Hirsch and Mena Suvari.

What's it about? 

A young couple is compelled to leave their Christian missionary station in the Kalahari Desert after being threatened with death by an extremist militant gang. After crashing their aircraft they must battle man and beast for their lives.

Why watch it?

Formerly titled "Kalahari".
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Karakai Jouzu no Takagi-san (Teasing Master Takagi-San)

Directed by Soichiro Yamamoto.

Who's in it? 

Rui Tsukishima, Soya Kurokawa and Yosuke Eguchi.

What's it about? 

Takagi loves playing good-natured pranks on her classmate Nishikata. But try as he might, he can never prank her back -- she's just too clever.

Why watch it? 

Based on manga series "Karakai Jouzu no Takagi-san" by Soichiro Yamamoto (published June to Oct 12, 2023 in "Gessan").
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Usher: Rendezvous In Paris

Directed by Anthony Mandler and Simon Hammerstein.

Who's in it?

Usher.

What's it about? 

A concert film incorporating the essence of Usher's landmark cultural phenomenon Vegas residencies into a seductive French touch confession. Captured during Paris Fashion week at La Seine Musicale, the film features chart-topping hits including "Yeah!", "My Boo", "Love In This Club" and more from Usher's 30-year career, performed with never-before-seen costumes and state-of-the-art lighting and special effects. 

Why watch it?

Usher gives audiences a glimpse inside life beyond the stage -- creating a global movie moment.



Premiering on Sept 13
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Riize Fan-Con Tour 'Riizing Day' Finale In Cinemas

Directed by

Who's in it?

K-pop boy band Riize

What's it about? 

The grand finale of K-pop boy band Riize's first world fan-concert tour in Seoul, featuring performances of celebrated hits from their first mini album, "Riizing".

Why watch it?

This event is a live broadcast of the concert being held in Korea and fans are welcome to bring their light sticks to the event. The live broadcast will have English subtitles during the viewing.



Premiering on Sept 18
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Jung Kook: I Am Still

Directed by Jun-Soo Park.

Who's in it? 

Jungkook.

What's it about? 

Through exclusive, unseen interviews and behind-the-scenes footage, alongside electrifying concert performances, the documentary showcases Jung Kook's eight-month journey, capturing his unwavering dedication and growth.

Why watch it?

Jung Kook of BTS' first official documentary.
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									Lisa wins second award at VMAs

									
								

								Lalisa 'Lisa' Manoban has won her historic second trophy at the 2024 MTV Video Music Awards (VMAs), following her first soloist win in 2022.
								Rockstar, Lisa's first single released under her own label LLOUD, won the best Korean pop music video at the VMAs, held at UBS Arena in New York on Wednesday. The song was also nominated in three other categories: Best Editing, Best Choreography and Best Art Direction.

At the event, the 27-year-old artist, who made her debut with K-pop girl group Blackpink in 2016, dazzled in a red leather outfit, performing a medley of her two solo hits, Rockstar and her latest single, New Woman.

In her acceptance speech, she thanked her LLOUD team, their partners at RCA Records and her global fanbases, known as Blinks and Lilies.

"Rockstar was a meaningful comeback for me after Lalisa, so this is very special," the Buri Ram native said.

She ended her speech with "khob khun ka" (thank you) in Thai.

Lisa, known for her dance skills and stage presence, made history by becoming the first female artist to win Best K-pop twice, following her 2022 victory with Lalisa.

[image: Lisa accepts the award for Best K-Pop for ]
Lalisa 'Lisa' Manoban accepts the award for Best K-Pop for "Rockstar" during the 2024 MTV Video Music Awards in Elmont, New York, on Wednesday. (Photo: Reuters)



						

							
						



	Read more: Bangkok Post's Women of the Year 2024: Lalisa 'Lisa' Manobal
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									EA Rooftop at The Empire opens Sept 18

									Spanning six floors and the rooftop, it is Bangkok's largest and highest F&B space
								

								Embodying the concept, "Celebrating The World's Newest Horizon",  EA Rooftop at The Empire will be Bangkok's largest and highest rooftop food and beverage destination when it opens on Sept 18.
								The crown jewel of The Empire in Sathon, it occupies 10,000m2, including 2,500m2of open-air rooftop space. The flagship destination by AWC features the largest gathering of top-tier restaurants, cafes and bars, delivering a breathtaking 360-degree view of Bangkok's skyline and the Chao Phraya River.

EA features three main areas, including:

* EA Gallery on 55th Floor: A hangout with restaurants and cafes under the concept "Eat, Meet, Experience", the space boasts the best views of Bangkok. Notable offerings include the world's highest %Arabica store, # qraft, an all-in-one oriental brunch and bakery destination, Onggi, a Korean fine dining restaurant, and Invitation Only, a 90's speakeasy bar.

* EA Chef's Table on 56th Floor: A collection of restaurants by celebrated chefs crafted exclusively for EA, including "Le Du Kaan," a modern Thai restaurant by Chef Thitid "Ton" Tassanakajohn, "K by Vicky Cheng," a Chinese restaurant by Chef Vicky Cheng, and "Sartoria by Paulo Airaudo," an Italian restaurant by Chef Paulo Airaudo.

[image: ]

* "Le Du Kaan" led by chef Ton

Bangkok's first rooftop Thai restaurant, where modern Thai cuisine meets theatrical storytelling. The restaurant celebrates the freshest local produce, sourced from Thai farmers and fishermen, fostering a deep connection to Thailand's rich landscape and culture. Le Du Kaan  features diverse dining zones, including a casual restaurant area, a chic indoor bar lounge and expansive outdoor terrace.

[image: ]
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"Le Du Kaan Is about 280 seats, with more than half of them being on the terrace for the incredible views. We did not want to replicate Le Du in name or in the menu, so this represents the brand the most. We are using the same ingredients and suppliers as Le Du. The head chef will be Chatchawan "Bank" Varahajeerakul, who has been my head chef at Samut in Phuket since it opened. The menu is a la carte with about 40-50 dishes. These are further divided into snacks, appetisers, mains and desserts. Since its casual Thai, we do not want to be overly expensive and our dishes start from around B290++. The DNA of Le Du will remain in all of the dishes," chef Ton told Guru By Bangkok Post.

[image: ]

* "K By Vicky Cheng" is the first overseas venture by Hong-Kong-based chef Vicky Cheng, who is known for his innovative approach to Chinese cuisine, blending traditional flavors with French cooking techniques. At K By Vicky Cheng, dining transcends the ordinary with a unique culinary concept guided by the ancient wisdom of the 24 solar terms and a blend of seasonal variations, making it a destination where tradition meets contemporary sophistication. Read more about it here:bangkokpost.com/life/social-and-lifestyle/2860661/taking-culinary-cultures-across-oceans

[image: ]

* "Sartoria By Paulo Airaudo" offers a modern interpretation of classic Italian dishes. This elegant restaurant is the brainchild of Argentinian-born chef Paulo Airaudo, offering a luxurious dining, featuring a menu that showcases the best seasonal ingredients, many of which are sourced from local producers. The open show kitchen allows guests to witness the culinary artistry up close, providing a perfect setting for an intimate dining experience.
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									Brazilian bossa nova legend Sergio Mendes dies aged 83

									
								

								Sergio Mendes, the renowned Brazilian musician who brought bossa nova to the global stage in the 1960s with his group Brasil '66, has died at the age of 83 due to complications from having long-term Covid-19.
								In a heartfelt statement, Mendes's family shared that he "passed away peacefully" in Los Angeles, where he had made his home. "His wife and musical partner for the past 54 years, Gracinha Leporace Mendes, was by his side, as were his loving children.

Mendes last performed in Nov 2023 to sold-out, wildly enthusiastic audiences in Paris, London, and Barcelona," the statement read. "For the last several months, his health had been challenged by the effects of long-term Covid."

Born in Niteroi, Brazil in the early 1940s, Mendes began his musical career studying piano at a local conservatory before captivating audiences in nightclubs across Brazil. As the bossa nova wave gained momentum in the early 1960s, he released his debut album Dance Moderno in 1961.

His talent soon led him to international tours, where he collaborated with jazz icons like Cannonball Adderley and Herbie Mann. After relocating to the United States, Mendes formed Sergio Mendes & Brasil '65.

Despite initial struggles in the US market, his group's fortunes changed when he embraced a bilingual approach, mixing English vocals with his signature Brazilian sound.

It was the release of the hit single Mas Que Nada in 1966, originally written by samba legend Jorge Ben, that truly catapulted Mendes and his rebranded group, Brasil '66, into the American mainstream.

The song's infectious rhythms and Mendes's fusion of bossa nova with pop and jazz influences made it a sensation, paving the way for further success.

Mendes's cultural reach extended far beyond music charts. His iconic performance of Burt Bacharach's The Look Of Love at the 1968 Academy Awards cemented his status, and his band played prestigious venues, including for US Presidents Lyndon B Johnson and Richard Nixon.

His sound continued to evolve through the decades, with projects like the Grammy-winning Brasileiro (1992) and modern collaborations with artists like Stevie Wonder, John Legend, and the Black Eyed Peas.

Mendes remained an active force in music until the very end, releasing his final album, In The Key Of Joy, in 2019, accompanied by a documentary chronicling his remarkable career.

His influence on music, especially the global spread of Brazilian rhythms, is undeniable, and he leaves behind a legacy that will continue to inspire future generations.

Sergio Mendes is survived by his wife, Gracinha, and their children, who, along with the world, will remember him as one of Brazil's greatest musical ambassadors.
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									A fun time for classical

									The young generation is taking to opera in the capital
								

								I've lived in Bangkok three times; first, as a child, between the ages of seven and twelve, sneaking out to see concerts by the Royal Navy Orchestra conducted by ML Usni Pramoj; next, as a young man, in the 1970s, battling to create new audiences; and finally, in my old age, for the last twenty years, when I've had the chance both to witness and to be a part of exciting new developments in music. But it is only in the last month or so that it's really hit home: the audience in Bangkok has come of age at last, and it's a young, passionate, and uniquely local audience.
								Schoenberg's Pierrot Lunaire is an iconic, and iconoclastic, work of the twentieth century. It's a song cycle about lunacy, absurdity, and the archetypal sad clown who is also the artist himself writ large -- and by extension all of humanity. It's composed in this weird singing style Schoenberg pioneered, Sprechstimme, which is where you lightly touch the notes but you're speaking, not singing.

One of the concerts I went to last month was the Thailand premiere of Pierrot Lunaire at the Goethe Auditorium. This work, bristling with difficulties, receives sympathetic, at times inspired performances by musicians who truly "get" its many eccentricities. It was organised by Akkra Yeungyounghattaporn. With great bravery, even foolhardiness, this work was undertaken without a conductor -- even with only six players, doing it without one can be like navigating a jungle without a compass -- but the ensemble held together credibly.

Instead of a single soloist, there were two: Benyapa Pharaksa and Wasin Pornphongsa. Both of them attacked the challenge of sprechstimme with gusto. Wasin's deep comprehension of the schizophrenic text was especially exciting, and he acted the part with conviction, treating it operatically. Benyapa was a little more reticent, and her placement near the back of the ensemble was more constrictive, but she too lent a lovely tone and plaintive empathy to the character.

[image: Pierrot Lunaire. SOMTOW SUCHARITKUL]
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The next evening, I was treated to an unusual production of Dido And Aeneas by the Bangkok Youth Opera. A group of young performers were assembled by the intrepid Jorn Yasavudhi (who also played Aeneas) and these kids are thinking big -- they are planning The Marriage Of Figaro next year conducted by Thailand's expert in 18th century style, Trisdee na Patalung.

Purcell's opera, originally composed for a girl's school, is by no means unknown in Thailand. As artistic director of Opera Siam, I myself have produced it twice. But this was an innovative production -- featuring a complex prologue assembled from other works by the composer, using dance to narrate the mythology of the past -- and more than 50% of the music came from sources other than Purcell's surviving score (Purcell originally composed a prologue as well, but that music has been lost).

Conceived in terms of dance and movement by Laban-trained choreographer and Unesco dance representative Darren Royston, the production always had something going on. Characters we don't usually see in productions like Aeneas's young son Ascanius, the spectral figures of Aeneas's parents, and various gods were everywhere, manipulating or commenting on the action. Memorably intense was the performance of young mezzo Kridhima Siriwattanakamol in the role of the doomed queen. But there were many promising student singers, including Suchunya Tanvichien as Belinda.

Dido is typically seen as a concise, forty-five-minute arc of classically structured tragedy, but Darren Royston's production was an explosion of colour and spectacle, reminiscent of one of Zeffirelli's opera productions at the Met. While there was nothing in the production that I would have personally done the same way, I thoroughly enjoyed every moment. The orchestra, led by harpsichordist Kornraset Narkmun, strongly embraced historically informed performance practices. Recorder player Thanawat Roongkrajang delivered a highly idiomatic performance. Kornraset's continuo playing was in the style sometimes referred to as the 'naughty harpsichordist', but much of what he did was imaginative, playful, and always a delight to listen to.

A few days later, our own orchestra, the Siam Sinfonietta, performed two important twentieth century works as well -- Petrushka by Stravinsky, and the Rosenkavalier Suite by Richard Strauss, the latter a Thailand premiere. These are not works one would have expected young players to be able to manage, and they haven't been played by the older "pro" orchestras in Bangkok. I'm looking forward to other adventurous repertoires this year. In every case this past month I've noticed full houses, and young and enthusiastic audiences. There has never been a more exciting time to be a classical music lover in this town.
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									US Embassy brings tastes of America

									
								

								Premium products and foods imported from the US are presented during "Taste of America 2024", which is running at Gourmet Market at Paragon, Emporium, EmQuartier and Emsphere, until Sept 19.
								Held in collaboration with the US Embassy, the fair features imported delicacies for those longing for the classic American style supermarket. They can enjoy shopping and tasting popular products from America at many zones.

The "Cheese Lover" zone presents handcrafted artisan cheeses from Wisconsin; and cheddar, parmesan, mascarpone and mozzarella made from the best cow's milk from California.

The "Beef Lover" zone sees a selection of premium prime-grade beef striploin, rib eye, tenderloin and chuck eye roll from the best farms in the US, while the "Seafood Lover" zone brings fresh Alaskan black cod, halibut, Alaskan sockeye salmon, lobster and scallop.

Also, look for the best picks such as Washington apples, green grapes, red grapes and baby carrots at the "Vegetable and Fruit" zone. Then, browse through favourite items such as spam canned pork and ham, seasoned ground turkey, organic dried oats, Tobasco sweet and spicy sauce, apple cider, cleaning products and a variety of American brand skincare at the "Snacks and Premium Goods" zone.

This is also a chance to experience the American culture through a variety of delicious dishes presented at the "You Hunt We Cook" counter. They include US prime beef striploin steak with fried potatoes and caramelised onion gravy; American-style beef burger; and Halibut Caddy Ganty.

Visit facebook.com/GourmetMarketThailand.
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									Dive into the world of animation at fest

									
								

								The Embassy of France and the Thai Animation and Computer Graphics Association are bringing back "Beyond Animation Festival", which kicks off today and runs until Sept 21, in Bangkok, Chiang Mai and Phayao provinces.
								The 2024 edition will feature screenings, workshops, Q&A sessions, and opportunities for students and the general public to discover contemporary animated features.

They will also meet with the festival's guest of honour, French animator Juliette Peuportier, and learn about her training in animation, inspirations, and motivations for choosing this profession.

Animation fans will also have a chance to talk to one of the forces behind one of the films in this year's line-up, Mars Express, as well learn the differences between European animation and other animation schools around the world.

The main theatres for this year's screening of 15 feature films include House Samyan, Doc Club & Pub, Thai Film Archive, Alliance Francaise in Bangkok and Chiang Mai, and Muangthong Rama in Phayao.

The programme line-up includes The Most Precious Of Cargoes, No Dogs Or Italians Allowed, Chicken For Linda, Waltz With Bashir, Robot Dreams, The Swallows Of Kabul and The Island. All feature films have English and Thai subtitles.

At least 13 short animations by French and Thai students will be screened at Alliance Francaise Bangkok on Sept 21 starting from 4.30pm to 6pm.

Ticket prices vary depending on each theatre. Booking can be made via linktr.ee/beyondanimation2024.

For programme schedule, visit facebook.com/sawasdeefrance.
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									Songkhla lights up for Lagoon Festival

									
								

								Old Songkhla Town will come to life from tomorrow until Sept 16 as part of the "Lighting of Songkhla Lagoon 2024" festival, which illuminates the history of the once-thriving commercial hub, which blends Thai, Chinese, and Muslim customs.

 
								Flanked by classic shophouses and historical buildings, Nang Ngam, Nakhon Nok and Nakhon Nai roads will serve as major entertainment venues where visitors can take in a collection of 16 lighting art installations such as the Gate of Revolution, 360 degree Light Life, Root to Life, and Forest Memories which illustrate the way of the waterside community.

There will also be splendid aerial drone performances by the Radio Control Airplane Modeler Sport Association, a live musical performance by famous artists, and local cuisine.

Visit the Lighting of Songkhla Lagoon page on Facebook.

[image: 1209TravelNews4]

Special tuk tuk tours available at Salaya Leisure Park

On weekends, Salaya Leisure Park offers 555 baht, three-hour tuk tuk tours for vacationers to spend time touring the neighbourhood of Nakhon Pathom.

Visitors can take a boat ride at Uncle Jam's Lotus Field to see the beautiful countryside while learning how to grow water lilies and sipping lotus pollen tea. The next stop is Ban Sala Din, where visitors can browse a floating market, observe how people live in riverside communities, and participate in a handicraft workshop.

Then visitors can visit Wat Salawan and pray for wealth and success before the trip concludes with a 60-minute Thai-style BBQ meal at Bangalow River. There are two sessions available for sightseeing at 10am and 2pm.

Visit facebook.com/thesalayaleisurepark.

[image: 1209TravelNews4]

Emirates universe expands with more partnerships

Emirates has doubled its partnership connectivity this year, providing travellers with opportunities to reach nearly 1,700 global cities beyond its network. This has enabled an average of over 61,000 passengers to seamlessly connect on the shared networks of Emirates and its partners every week.

The airline currently delivers an array of additional travel choices alongside 31 codeshare, 118 interline and 13 rail and helicopter services partners. Thanks to 162 partners, travellers can enjoy seamless single ticket itineraries, enhanced baggage transfers, frequent flyer benefits, lounge access, and other advantages to ensure a smooth travel at every touchpoint.

Last year, Emirates launched 16 new partnerships which included codeshares with Avianca and Batik Air Malaysia and the airline also finalised and implemented interline arrangements with KAM Air, Sri Lankan Airlines, Condor, Flynas, Viva Aerobus, Sun Express, Maldivian, Siberia Airlines and Kenya Airways.

From plane to train, Emirates passengers can now quickly travel to places around Europe with only one ticket, thanks to codeshare partnerships with Trenitalia, Spanish Rail Renfe, Austrian Rail OBB and Swedish Rail SJ.

Additionally, the airline was the first full-service carrier to collaborate with BLADE on innovative interline partnerships that allowed Emirates customers to book helicopter flights between Nice and Monaco on a single ticket.

Emirates continues to expand city pairs on a single ticket and boost connectivity. For instance, Emirates passengers can travel to more than 375 cities through United, Air Canada and other partner airlines across Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean Islands and Central and South America. Customers connecting on Emirates' network onwards from Dubai can choose from unique destinations across the Middle East, Africa, Central and South Asia.

Meanwhile, Emirates' Asian network is further bolstered through the airline's 12 codeshare partners and 42 interline partners reaching over 500 popular cities across the Far East, West Asia and Indian Ocean, as well as the Middle East.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Sept 11-17

									12 new tiles from Netflix, Prime Video and HBO Go
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick! 
								
NETFLIX
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How To Make Millions Before Grandma Dies 

Premieres on Sept 12 

A college dropout decides to care for his ailing grandmother, hoping to earn her affection and ultimately, her inheritance.
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Emily In Paris: Season 4 Part 2 

Premieres on Sept 12 

Emily has everything she wants, but is it what she needs? From skiing in the French Alps to taking a Roman holiday, she's ready for her next adventure. 

[image: ]

Billionaire Island 

Premieres on Sept 12 

The series is shot at the island of Froya, Trondelag, and depicts Norway's much - talked about and major fish farming industry in a new and humorous way. Trine Wiggen leads the cast as a ruthless owner of a Norwegian fish farming company who plans a hostile take over of her local rival to become the world's largest salmon producer.
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Evil Does Not Exist 

Premieres on Sept 13 

Conflict erupts when a corporation plans to build a glamping site near a pristine village where a widower lives quietly with his young daughter.
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Officer Black Belt 

Premieres on Sept 13 

A talented martial artist who can't walk past a person in need unites with a probation officer to fight and prevent crime as a martial arts officer. 
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Infinite Storm 

Premieres on Sept 14 

During a solo trek up Mount Washington, a grieving yet determined hiker faces a ferocious storm and finds a stranded soul she vows to get to safety. 
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Grave Torture 

Premieres on Sept 16 

When a violent act kills her parents, Sita vows to debunk the idea of supernatural torment after death a fixation that leads her on a dark quest.  
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Comedy Revenge

Premieres on Sept 16

A fierce comedy competition of revenge unfolds. Comedy Revenge follows the much-touted Comedy Royale, where contestants compete purely based on comedic supremacy regardless of age, experience, or background. Lee Kyung-kyu, a comedy legend with a 43-year career who led his team to victory in Comedy Royale, will now lead Korea's 22 most beloved comedians in this new battle of humour.
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Culinary Class Wars

Premieres on Sept 17

A culinary class war among 100 cooks, in which the hidden masters (black spoon) challenge the star chefs(white spoon), fiercely competing to become the best in Korea. Will the star chefs prove their class, or will the hidden masters outshine them? In Netflix Korea's first culinary competition show, 100 talented chefs participate in a fiery culinary battle. Culinary Class Wars features a fierce competition where "white spoon" star chefs face off against 'black spoon' hidden masters who aspire to become the best in Korea.



PRIME VIDEO
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Thursday Night Football

Premieres on Sept 12

The 2024-25 season of Thursday Night Football will kick off with a huge AFC rivalry match-up, as Josh Allen and the Buffalo Bills visit Tua Tagovailoa and the Miami Dolphins.
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The Grand Tour: One For The Road 

Premieres on Sept 13

Jeremy Clarkson, Richard Hammond and James May ignore the instructions of Mr Wilman and head to Zimbabwe in three cars they've always wanted to own, a Lancia Montecarlo, a Ford Capri three-litre and a Triumph Stag. They embark on a stunning road trip through beautiful and sometimes challenging landscapes, leading to an emotional ending on a strangely familiar island. 



HBO/ HBO GO
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Civil War

Premieres on Sept 14

From filmmaker Alex Garland, tells the story of a dystopian future America, following a team of military-embedded journalists as they race against time to reach Washington D.C. before rebel factions descend upon the White House.


							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/2863676/new-releases-for-your-streaming-pleasure-sept-11-17
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