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News Analysis



Harris and Trump Bet on Their Own Sharply Contrasting Views of America



Former President Donald J. Trump is gambling that Americans are as angry as he is, while Vice President Kamala Harris hopes voters are exhausted by the Trump era and ready to move on.




People watching the debate at a bar in New York on Tuesday. The question now is which candidate has a better read on the American psyche eight weeks before the final ballots are cast. 




By Peter Baker


Sep 11, 2024


Donald J. Trump's America is 
a grim place
, a nation awash in marauding immigrants stealing American jobs and eating American cats and dogs, a country devastated economically, humiliated internationally and perched on the cliff's edge of an apocalyptic World War III.



Kamala Harris's America is a weary but hopeful place, a nation fed up with the chaos of the Trump years and sick of all the drama and divisiveness, a country embarrassed by a crooked stuck-in-the-past former president facing prison time and eager for a new generation of leadership.



These two visions of America on display during the 
first and possibly only presidential debate
 between Ms. Harris and Mr. Trump on Tuesday night encapsulated the gambles that each candidate is taking in this hotly contested campaign. Mr. Trump is betting on anger and Ms. Harris on exhaustion. Mr. Trump is trying to repackage and resell his 
"American carnage"
 theme eight years later, while Ms. Harris is appealing to those ready to leave that in the past.



The question is who has a better read on the American psyche eight weeks before the final ballots are cast. For the past two decades, most Americans have told pollsters that they believe the country is on the wrong track, a prolonged period of national disenchantment that Mr. Trump has successfully channeled throughout his tumultuous political career. But Ms. Harris argues that Mr. Trump is the one who wants to take the nation back down a path to nowhere.



"She's destroying this country," Mr. Trump declared at one point during the debate. It was a line he recycled in one form or another 13 times in all -- she or the Democrats destroying the country, the economy, the energy industry.



"Let's turn the page and move forward," Ms. Harris said for her part. She turned pages or moved forward at least five other times. "Frankly," she added, "the American people are exhausted with this same old tired playbook."



Elections are, of course, about contrasts and the contrast between the candidates now on offer this campaign season is as stark as any in modern history -- not just along ideological, cultural, temperamental, demographic or generational lines but in fundamental outlook.



Mr. Trump has always been about extremes, articulating an all-or-nothing Manichaean worldview in which the country is a virtual paradise on earth when he is in charge and going to hell when he is not. "We had no problems when Trump was president," he said, attributing the claim to a European autocrat. Now that he is out of office, Mr. Trump added, "the whole world" is "blowing up," and "we're a failing nation."




Former President Donald J. Trump has always been about extremes, articulating an all-or-nothing worldview.




Ms. Harris offers subtlety and nuance in a political environment that does not always value either. She boasts of progress not perfection, promises seriousness not self-absorption. "What I do offer is a new generation of leadership for our country," she said, "one who believes in what is possible and one who brings a sense of optimism about what we can do instead of always disparaging the American people."



The former president's vision is built partly on 
a foundation of fictions
. So much of what he said over the course of an hour and a half onstage in Philadelphia was false, misleading or seemingly made up out of whole cloth that it could take a team of fact-checkers all night just to catch up. Crime is "up and through the roof," he said, except that the authorities report that it is 
actually near its lowest level in decades
. Ms. Harris and President Biden "got rid of" the petroleum industry, except that U.S. oil production 
has risen to record highs
.



Most head-snapping was Mr. Trump's decision to latch onto 
a bizarre tale
 of Haitian immigrants supposedly snatching and devouring pets in Springfield, Ohio, an internet rumor debunked by incredulous local authorities. "They're eating the dogs," he asserted. "The people that came in, they're eating the cats. They're eating -- they're eating the pets of the people that live there." When 
David Muir,
 one of the ABC News moderators, pointed out there was zero evidence of that, Mr. Trump simply shrugged and said he heard it on television so it must be true.



It is not a new shtick, although it seems more pronounced than ever. Mr. Trump debuted his first presidential campaign in June 2015 with dark talk of Mexican rapists flooding over the border and took office a year and a half later with 
his famous promise to halt "American carnage."
 The risk is that it may feel stale to voters after nearly a decade, as Ms. Harris maintained.



Ms. Harris, who ducked some questions, gave vague answers to others and at times 
stretched the truth herself
, though not as brazenly as her opponent, kept the focus on Mr. Trump. Americans, she said, have grown tired of all the "belittling and name calling" even as she threw some of his own favorite belittling insults back at him, calling him a "disgrace" and "weak."



Appropriating another of his regular lines, she said "world leaders are laughing at Donald Trump" and added that dictators "can manipulate you with flattery and favors" and foes like President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia "would eat you for lunch."



Perhaps most cutting, she took aim at his obsession with crowd sizes at his campaign events, declaring that his act had grown so tiresome that "people start leaving his rallies early out of exhaustion and boredom."



"Donald Trump actually has no plan for you," she told the television audience, "because he is more interested in defending himself than he is in looking out for you."




Vice President Kamala Harris took aim at the size of Mr. Trump's crowds at his campaign events.




Nothing seemed to rattle Mr. Trump as much as the jab about his beloved rallies, and he let it distract him from a discussion of illegal immigration, an issue that is one of Ms. Harris's prime political vulnerabilities. "People don't leave my rallies," he insisted. "We have the biggest rallies, the most incredible rallies in the history of politics, that's because people want to take their country back."



Ms. Harris 
got under his skin repeatedly
, needling him and putting him on the defensive. Indeed, while judges have scolded him and prosecutors have accused him, no one in years has trolled Mr. Trump to his face on a public stage quite like she did. His Republican primary opponents went easy on him, and Mr. Biden was 
spectacularly ineffective
 at taking him on during their debate on June 27 before the president dropped out of the race.



By contrast, Ms. Harris, the former prosecutor, calmly and confidently poked at Mr. Trump's sensitive spots time and again, litigating the political case against a candidate who was 
convicted of 34 felonies
, 
indicted three other times
, 
found liable of sexual abuse
 in one civil trial and 
of business fraud
 in another and tried to overturn an election that he lost. He scowled much of the evening, refusing even to look at her.



Whether many voters change their minds one way or the other as a result of the back-and-forth remains to be seen. Mr. Trump's strong support from his Republican base has been locked in for months, largely unaffected by events, favorable or otherwise. He has not been losing many voters nor gaining them, although he remains 
unable to crack the magic 50 percent threshold
.



Ms. Harris, on the other hand, had more to gain or lose on Tuesday night as the new candidate in the race, reintroducing herself to tens of millions of viewers evaluating her as a potential commander in chief for the first time.



A 
CNN flash poll
 found that she won by a nearly two-to-one margin and 
the professional commentariat seemed to agree, including some conservatives
. By any measure, she did better than Mr. Biden, whose shaky performance in June was so bad that it forced him from the race. But as Hillary Clinton can attest, debates do not always translate to victory in November.



If there are no more debates, then the two candidates will now separately crisscross their two Americas for the next 55 days in a high-stakes, this-is-for-all-the-marbles test of which one has a better sense of the country. And then it will be left to voters who are angry and voters who are exhausted -- and those who are both -- to decide which America they see and what kind of America they want to live in.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/11/us/politics/harris-trump-debate.html
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How False Claims About Dead Cats Became Trump Campaign Fodder



Falsehoods claiming migrants in Ohio are killing cats and decapitating ducks went viral this week. The Trump campaign embraced them.




Senator JD Vance, shown last week, wrote on X about false claims that pets were being abducted and eaten. 




By Stuart A. Thompson


Sep 10, 2024


A falsehood that migrants have killed wild animals and household pets for food ricocheted around the internet this week, vaulting from fringe social media posts to a Trump campaign talking point in a matter of days.



The claims were based on several unsubstantiated anecdotes and appeared to mix together unrelated stories about animal cruelty. The idea also has deep roots in racist stereotypes, which depict foreigners as willing consumers of a variety of undesirable animals.



Their rapid proliferation underscores how quickly bogus claims can spread on social networks like X. Thousands of posts mentioning the idea flooded social media this past weekend and surged on Monday, according to 
Pyrra Technologies
, a company that monitors social media.



It also signals the willingness of former President Donald J. Trump's campaign to echo falsehoods and conspiracy theories as Election Day draws near. In recent weeks, Mr. Trump has returned to baseless claims that the 2020 presidential election was stolen, that Democrats are conspiring to interfere with this year's race and that investigations into 
Russian interference
 are a "hoax."



Among the first prominent people to share the falsehood over the weekend was Charlie Kirk, the founder and president of Turning Point USA, a conservative group. He wrote on X on Sunday that "residents of Springfield, OH are reporting that Haitians are eating their family pets," sharing an undated post from a private Facebook group about crime in Springfield that has fewer than 9,000 members. Mr. Kirk's post was viewed 3.9 million times.



The author of the Facebook post said a neighbor's daughter's friend had seen animal cruelty against a cat outside a house occupied by Haitian immigrants.



Officials for the City of Springfield, which has a population of about 60,000, said they had seen "no credible reports or specific claims of pets being harmed, injured or abused by individuals within the immigrant community" and called the claims a persistent frustration. The city has 
grappled with a surge of immigrants
 in recent years, including an estimated 20,000 people from Haiti moving to the city since the pandemic.



Elon Musk, X's owner, and Donald Trump Jr. both amplified the story, reaching millions.



Senator JD Vance of Ohio, the Republican vice-presidential nominee, followed on Monday, claiming that "reports now show people have had their pets abducted and eaten by people who shouldn't be in this country." His post was viewed more than 10 million times.



A Trump campaign email to supporters in the afternoon also quoted the claims. Mr. Musk and Mr. Kirk did not immediately respond to requests for comment. A spokesman for Mr. Vance said his posts had been based on "a high volume of calls and emails over the past several weeks from concerned citizens in Springfield."



The falsehood continued as influencers circulated a round of A.I.-generated artwork mocking the situation or praising Mr. Trump. Among thousands of posts referring to the baseless claims identified by Pyrra on fringe social networks, nearly 20 percent included hateful language, according to an analysis by Pyrra that classifies posts based on racist, anti-Semitic and other offensive terms.



"Protect our ducks and kittens in Ohio!" the official account for Republicans on the House Judiciary Committee wrote on X, including an A.I.-generated image of Mr. Trump hugging the two animals. It was seen more than 71 million times.




A post on the official X account for Republicans on the House Judiciary Committee included an A.I.-generated image.




Other influencers shared A.I.-generated images that used overtly racist caricatures of Black men and women.



Mr. Vance 
appeared to backtrack
 on Tuesday, writing on X that "it's possible, of course, that all of these rumors will turn out to be false." But he encouraged supporters to continue repeating them, writing in a second post: "Keep the cat memes flowing."



"Ultimately, the fact that this story relies on dubious evidence, unproven claims and fearmongering rather than facts doesn't stop its spread at all," said Mike Rothschild, a conspiracy theory 
researcher
. "The people sharing the memes want it to be true, so it's true for them."



Rumors that a cat was eaten also appeared to be linked to a woman who was arrested in Canton, Ohio, about two hours east of Springfield, in August. Police officers were called by concerned neighbors, who claimed that she was on drugs, after she was seen outside next to a dead cat. A police report said she had been found with blood on her "feet, hands, and fur on her lips."



The woman, Allexis Telia Ferrell, 27, lives in Canton and pleaded not guilty to charges of cruelty to companion animals. The court has scheduled a hearing in October to determine her competency to stand trial. Her lawyer did not respond to requests for comment.



Though many posts claimed Ms. Ferrell was from Haiti, birth records show that she was born in Ohio in 1997.



Other claims appeared connected to a Springfield City Commission meeting on Aug. 27, when several residents railed against city officials over the Haitian population, whose rapid growth in the region has inflamed tensions among residents. Last year, a recent immigrant from Haiti was driving a minivan that collided with a school bus, killing an 11-year-old and galvanizing opposition to the migrant population.



At the commission meeting, Anthony Harris, a social media influencer, made an unsubstantiated claim that ducks were being decapitated in the park as he complained about the lack of a police presence. City officials and a police representative said there had been no credible reports to support that idea.



On Tuesday, Mr. Musk posted a video of Mr. Harris speaking at the meeting to his millions of followers. It was seen more than 20 million times.



Later on Tuesday, Mr. Harris posted a video to his Facebook page walking back his claims, saying he was going to "clear up" stereotypes. He interviewed a man who said that he was from Haiti and that claims about killing animals were false, adding that people "were being lied to."



Some claims about Springfield also included a photograph of a Black man walking across the street carrying what appeared to be a dead Canada goose. The image spread widely online after it first appeared on Reddit, including posts on 4chan, the anonymous message board known for racist content. Many of the posts falsely described the man as a Haitian resident of Springfield.



In fact, the photo was taken in Columbus, Ohio, 40 miles east of Springfield, on July 28. The photographer, a 55-year-old man who agreed to speak anonymously because he feared repercussions, said he had seen the man crossing the street and simply thought it was a humorous moment.



The photographer was contacted on Monday by a woman in Ohio's Department of Natural Resources who was trying to verify its authenticity after receiving "so many false reports about 'haitians in springfield' with that photo," according to text messages reviewed by The New York Times. The department did not respond to requests for comment.



In a phone interview, the photographer said he regretted posting the photo after seeing it used to denigrate migrants.



Sheelagh McNeill
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/10/technology/trump-dead-cats-migrants-ohio.html
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'It's Still Overwhelming': Mourners Across New York City Remember 9/11



Commemorations for those killed in the attacks 23 years ago took place throughout the city, with politicians joining those assembled at ground zero.




A ceremony at Engine Company 54, Ladder Company 4, Battalion 9, the Midtown Manhattan firehouse that lost more firefighters than any other on Sept. 11.




By Lola Fadulu and Alyce McFadden


Sep 11, 2024


Mourners gathered in Lower Manhattan and across New York City on Wednesday to commemorate the 
nearly 3,000 people
 who died in the Sept. 11 attacks 23 years ago and the many who have died from related illnesses since.



Brandon Remouns, 40, was among those who headed to the World Trade Center memorial for the annual commemoration of the attacks. He said his father, George Remouns, was a detective who responded to ground zero on Sept. 11. He died in 2017 of 
cancer caused by his rescue work
.



The most meaningful part of the ceremony was hearing the names of those killed read aloud, Mr. Remouns said.



"You pay your respects," he said, adding: "It's a long day."



Each passing anniversary gets more difficult, said Terry Sholty Strada, whose husband, Tom Strada, worked at Cantor Fitzgerald, one of the companies with offices in the World Trade Center that lost hundreds of employees on Sept. 11. Her husband died that day, Ms. Strada said, and she was "coming to pay respects for his murder." Their children were 7, 4 and 4 days old at the time.



"They're all adults now, doing their own thing and just starting the cycle of life," said Ms. Strada, 62. "And it just starts to kind of get harder again, because they're off doing their thing and he's not here for any of it."



The families were joined at ground zero by President Biden and a number of other politicians, including Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald J. Trump, who were in New York City after facing off 
in their first presidential debate
 in Philadelphia on Tuesday evening.



Leading New York officials, including Gov. Kathy Hochul and Senators Chuck Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand, were present as well.




Senator Chuck Schumer, Vice President Kamala Harris, President Biden, former Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, former President Donald J. Trump and Senator JD Vance attended the memorial service at the World Trade Center site.




Jennifer Holohan, 58, attends the ceremony every year in memory of her brother, Thomas Holohan, a firefighter.



"It's still overwhelming after many years, always overwhelming," she said through tears.



While the memorial is sad, "it's a little bit peaceful at the same time," she said. "It's respectful and it still evokes a lot of emotion."



Farther uptown, a group of dancers dressed in white gathered in the plaza at Lincoln Center to perform a tribute to those who were killed and call for global peace. The performance -- 
the 9/11 Table of Silence Project
 -- was choreographed by the artist and dancer Jacqulyn Buglisi.



Courtney Franklin, 60, of Brooklyn, was among the onlookers. She said a friend died in recent years of lung cancer caused by exposure to toxins during the Sept. 11 attacks.



"I remember walking down West Broadway and seeing the barricades -- seeing the debris," Ms. Franklin said. "We forget so much, and this is a reminder," she said.



Engine Company 54, Ladder Company 4, Battalion 9, the Midtown Manhattan firehouse that lost the most firefighters on Sept. 11, was bustling with current and retired firefighters and their families. Photos of those who died in the attacks hung on a wall above the dozens of people gathered.



The ties binding them together are "like no other tie," said Donna Conte, 57, gazing around at those gathered. "It's unbreakable."



Ms. Conte's husband, Peter Conte, a firefighter who has since retired, had the day off on Sept. 11, but when the call came in, he rushed out to do whatever he could to help, arriving on the scene just as the second tower came down.



He survived, unlike so many of his colleagues. The pair has come out to the ceremony at the firehouse every year since.



"It's something you need to do, to make you feel close to them," Ms. Conte said. "There's always so much guilt that you get to be with your families and watch them grow," she added, gesturing at the other families at the firehouse.



Linda Taccetta, 60, has been attending the memorial ceremony at the firehouse every year since her younger brother, Lenny Ragaglia, died in the attacks. He had been a firefighter at the firehouse for nine years.



"I just feel like you need to be here, because I dread this day up until it comes," she said. "And then just coming here, I always feel better, I really do."



The two children her brother left behind have grown up and are now firefighters themselves.



Earlier this week, 
New York Fire Department officials announced a sad milestone
: The department has now lost more than 360 members to illnesses related to Sept. 11, exceeding the 343 members who died in the attacks. At least 11,000 members have illnesses linked to time spent at ground zero, officials estimated, and at least 3,500 have cancer.



Some families 
are still fighting
 to receive federal benefits from the World Trade Center Health Program and the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund. Many cancers diagnosed before Sept. 11, 2005, 
cannot be considered linked to the attacks
, according to the program's policy.



Anusha Bayya
 and 
Molly Longman
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/11/nyregion/sept-11-memorial-nyc.html
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How Telegram Became a Playground for Criminals, Extremists and Terrorists



Drug dealers, scammers and white nationalists openly conduct business and spread toxic speech on the platform, according to a Times analysis of more than 3.2 million Telegram messages.



By Paul Mozur, Adam Satariano, Aaron Krolik and Steven Lee Myers


Sep 07, 2024


Telegram has become a global sewer of criminal activity, disinformation, child sexual abuse material, terrorism and racist incitement, according to a four-month investigation by The New York Times that analyzed more than 3.2 million Telegram messages from over 16,000 channels. The company, which offers features that enable criminals, terrorists and grifters to organize at scale and to sidestep scrutiny from the authorities, has looked the other way as illegal and extremist activities have flourished openly on the app.



The degree to which Telegram has been inundated by such content has not been previously reported. The Times investigation found 1,500 channels operated by white supremacists who coordinate activities among almost one million people around the world. At least two dozen channels sold weapons. In at least 22 channels with more than 70,000 followers, MDMA, cocaine, heroin and other drugs were advertised for delivery to more than 20 countries.



Hamas, ISIS and other terror groups have thrived on Telegram, often amassing large audiences across dozens of channels. The Times analyzed more than 40 channels associated with Hamas, which showed that average viewership surged up to 10 times after the Oct. 7 attacks, garnering more than 400 million views in October.



Telegram is "the most popular place for ill-intentioned, violent actors to congregate," said Rebecca Weiner, the deputy commissioner for intelligence and counterterrorism at the New York Police Department. "If you're a bad guy, that's where you will land."



Operating like a stateless organization, Telegram has long behaved as if it were above the law -- though that may be changing. 
Pavel Durov
, the Russian-born founder of the platform, was arrested and 
charged in France
 last month for failure to cooperate with law enforcement and complicity in crimes committed on the service, including the distribution of child sexual abuse material, drug trafficking and fraud.



In many democratic countries, patience with the app is wearing thin. The European Union is exploring new oversight of Telegram under the Digital Services Act, a law that forces large online platforms to police their services more aggressively, two people familiar with the plans said.



Telegram's tolerance for toxic activities begins with Mr. Durov, 39, who runs the company with a devout belief that governments should not interfere in what people say or do online. This year, he wrote on his Telegram channel:



Telegram has benefited people in authoritarian countries who need ways to freely communicate, but the app has also contributed to 
real-world harm
. Hateful discourse that spread on the platform has played a role in recent riots in Britain and arson at migrant housing centers in Ireland.



A disparate collective on Telegram known as Terrorgram, where neo-fascists share messages and videos encouraging violence, has been linked to attacks, including a shooting in 2022 at an L.G.B.T.Q. bar in Slovakia.



Even as Telegram approaches one billion users, it has prided itself on behaving differently from its tech peers. The company, based in Dubai in the United Arab Emirates, operates like a start-up, with about 60 full-time employees. It has hired just a few hundred contractors to work as moderators, and it steadfastly ignores most requests for assistance from law enforcement agencies.



An email inbox used for inquiries from government agencies is rarely checked, former employees said. When a House committee investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on Capitol Hill sought information from 15 internet platforms, only Telegram did not respond.



In contrast, Instagram, YouTube and TikTok have entire divisions dedicated to complying with law enforcement requests and 
thousands of moderators
 scouring their services for illicit and harmful material.



Only Apple and Google, which can expel Telegram from their app stores, have successfully pushed the platform to take down and restrict the spread of harmful material, said analysts, government officials and tech executives. Governments have sometimes turned to the tech giants for help getting Telegram to act.



Hours after The Times sent Telegram a detailed list of questions, Mr. Durov on Thursday 
posted his first comments
 to his 12 million-plus followers since his arrest. He said claims that Telegram was "some sort of anarchic paradise are absolutely untrue" and that the company removed "millions of harmful posts and channels everyday."



He attributed the volume of illicit and harmful content to Telegram's "growing pains," adding that "that's why I made it my personal goal to ensure that we significantly improve things in this regard."



In a statement to The Times, Telegram said that "99.999 percent of our users" were lawful and that while there was "plenty of work to do," the platform was making improvements to its features and moderation.



A Marketplace for Crime



In December 2022, Hayden Espinosa began serving a 33-month sentence in federal prison in Louisiana for buying and selling illegal firearms and weapon parts he made with 3-D printers. That did not stop his business.



Using cellphones that had been smuggled into prison, Mr. Espinosa continued his illicit trade on a Telegram channel, which was named after 3-D printing and the Second Amendment right to bear arms, according to an indictment in June by the Manhattan district attorney, Alvin L. Bragg Jr.



One post in the channel's "shop" offered a menu of prices for weapon parts, including ammunition clips and devices called auto sears, which empty a magazine with a single pull of the trigger. "DM for International Orders," the post said.



Telegram combines the anonymity of the dark web with the ease-of-use of an online marketplace. It is easy to search and find channels selling guns, illicit narcotics, prescription drugs and fraudulent A.T.M. cards, called clone cards. Alongside photos and videos of available merchandise, dealers leave information on how to message them directly.



Often they act like salesmen, celebrating successful deliveries and touting discounted prices.



One reason Telegram has become a haven for such activity stems from its unique features, including "channels" and "supergroups," which rivals like WhatsApp were slower to add.



Telegram began as a standard text messaging service similar to iMessage or WhatsApp, before it began evolving in 2014 by adding broadcasting features. These "channels" are now one of the platform's best-known tools for sharing text, images, links and videos by news organizations, world leaders and government agencies.



Telegram then introduced "supergroups," which harked back to an era of unruly AOL chat rooms. These groups attracted new users but also presented risks.



While WhatsApp kept group chat sizes in the hundreds and limited link sharing to blunt the spread of disinformation, Telegram did the opposite and steadily lifted the cap on group sizes. By 2019, a group administrator could run city-size chat groups with as many as 200,000 users.



Initially, this attracted new users interested in cryptocurrencies. In the crypto world, Telegram became 
a critical tool
 for talking about new digital coins and cultivating communities dedicated to, and often heavily invested in, particular currencies.



These tools also attracted a less savory group of users, including extremists, disinformation peddlers and sellers of illicit goods.



"I don't want to paint with a broad brush," said Mr. Bragg, the Manhattan district attorney, "but I think the combination of a number of things -- the encryption, the ability to reach large numbers of people, the ability to set up subgroups and their posture toward law enforcement -- creates an environment in which it's not surprising that criminal activity is occurring."



Nor has the platform dedicated significant resources to weed this activity out. As Telegram ballooned, its staff barely grew. Today, it has contractors and artificial intelligence tools to proactively monitor the public parts of Telegram, which does not include many groups or individual chats.



The company said it had a moderation process, which includes constantly reviewing content, fielding user complaints and publishing daily reports on child sexual abuse materials.



Even so, The Times found at least 50 channels openly selling contraband, including guns, drugs and fraudulent debit cards. One channel that evoked the Wild West with its name called successful deliveries "touchdowns," a popular slang in such groups.



Telegram's features -- coupled with its refusal to cooperate with the police -- have stymied criminal investigations, increasingly frustrating the authorities. The company can gain access to messages unless users select a secret chat option with end-to-end encryption, according to two former employees. On at least two occasions, the company has retrieved the messages of former employees, one person said.



But the company, which denied that employees had access to user data, has refused to share information with governments. France charged Mr. Durov with complicity in trafficking child sexual imagery, among other crimes, because of what the chief prosecutor called "an almost total lack of response" to requests for assistance.



Svenja Meininghaus, a state prosecutor focused on illegal hate speech in Germany, said other major social media platforms had developed practices for working with law enforcement. But "we don't get any cooperation from Telegram at all," she said, adding, "I can't recall one case."



Telegram said it was "now working hard to make sure we can process legitimate requests from democratic countries while still defending the rights of our users elsewhere."



Mr. Espinosa's gun market on Telegram might never have been uncovered except that one of its members was 
Payton Gendron
, who massacred 10 people at a supermarket in Buffalo in 2022.



Investigators scouring his life online for motives for the shooting discovered the channel, which also featured racist and extremist views he had shared.



Having stumbled across the channel's illicit trade in components of untraceable "ghost guns," an undercover police officer in New York City reached out to Mr. Espinosa, 24, and bought a handgun, an assault rifle and two silencers from him in August 2023, according to the indictment. A lawyer for Mr. Espinosa with the Legal Aid Society could not be reached for comment.



Live on Telegram, a Terrorist Attack



When Hamas attacked Israel on the morning of Oct. 7, it announced the assault on Telegram.



Within two and a half hours of the first incursions, Hamas began posting grisly videos of the carnage. In the first 72 hours of the war, channels affiliated with the group posted nearly 700 times, receiving over 54 million views, according to The Times's analysis.



Telegram became so useful to Hamas that the group turned to the platform more than it did an official Hamas app, the Al-Qassam Brigades Android app, which it had built to communicate with supporters. Content posted to both platforms consistently saw 100 times more reach on Telegram, The Times found.



Hamas capitalized on other Telegram features. After Oct. 7, members of its groups and other supporters easily downloaded videos of the violence and posted them to other platforms with little interference. The effect was a surge of grisly clips across the internet.



After Apple and Google demanded some moderation, Telegram relented -- but only a little. In late October, the company restricted access to some Hamas-related content on copies of its app distributed through the official Apple and Google app stores. It also sent some users instructions on how to download another version of the app that did not have the content removed.



"If you wish to continue reading those channels, you can do so using the direct version of Telegram for Android which has the minimum possible restrictions," said a message sent from an official Telegram account that was reviewed by The Times. It included a link to the unfiltered version of the app.



In contrast, Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and YouTube blocked accounts linked to Hamas, as well as posts that were overtly sympathetic to its cause.



In an Oct. 13 post, Mr. Durov defended the availability of Hamas-related content. In one instance, he noted, Hamas had used Telegram to alert Israelis of a coming attack.



This month, Hamas used Telegram to release videos of hostages in Gaza who were later killed. One of the videos, which was viewed more than 100,000 times, included English, Arabic and Hebrew subtitles to maximize its audience.



Basem Naim, a Hamas spokesman, declined to comment. After being contacted by The Times, Telegram blocked access to several Hamas channels on Friday.



White Nationalists Unite



Mr. Durov, who was born in 1984 in the Soviet Union, became known as Russia's Mark Zuckerberg after he founded VKontakte, a social network similar to Facebook, in 2006.



As VKontakte took off, Mr. Durov said the Kremlin pressured him to remove content and report users, wary of the network's power to organize anti-government sentiment. That inspired him to start Telegram as a method of keeping communications safe from the Kremlin's prying eyes. The app was released in 2013.



In 2014, Mr. Durov left Russia. Since then he has lived itinerantly, working from Berlin, San Francisco, London and elsewhere before landing in Dubai. Worth an estimated $9 billion, he has become a sort of free speech folk hero.



So on Aug. 24, as news of Mr. Durov's arrest in France ricocheted around the world, the events were debated by a group nearly 5,000 miles away in Montana.



They were members of a local Telegram channel for White Lives Matter, a disparate white nationalist group that adopted the name from the movement formed in 2013 to protest police killings of Black people.



The white nationalist group is inextricably linked to Telegram for communication, recruitment and coordination. On the platform, there are nearly 50 chapters of the movement around the world, in places like Florida, Alabama, New York, Italy, Russia, Germany and the Czech Republic. They share anti-immigration views and commentary and organize protests or other actions, like unfurling racist banners in public spaces, The Times found.



"Join our team, and lets make something good happen for a change!" read a recent post in the Montana channel. 



The chapters, which typically have a few hundred members, have been linked to violence. One Ohio member firebombed a church that hosted a drag event in Alliance, Ohio, last year, according to 
court documents
.



The movement takes advantage of Telegram's features. Known as a hub and spoke model, an international channel with more than 21,000 members amplifies broader messages while smaller local groups focus on organizing and recruiting.



Tinier private channels are where activities, sometimes illegal, are planned, experts in extremist movements said. The result was a feedback loop where local actions, such as a vandalism campaign, were amplified globally, which in turn inspired more action elsewhere.



Other far-right nationalist groups have also sprouted on Telegram. In a channel for the American far-right extremist group Proud Boys, acts of political intimidation were planned, including demonstrations outside election centers in 2022 and a campaign this year to steal and damage rainbow L.G.B.T.Q. flags during Pride Month. In Ireland, anti-immigration activists use Telegram to share the locations of immigration centers, some of which were later targeted by arsonists.



Some extremist groups have grown more cautious as scrutiny of Telegram has intensified. Messages pinned to local channels instruct new members on how to stay anonymous.



"Remember: This is a public channel, and not everyone who views it is friendly to people who support WLM," read a post on one channel. "Write and converse accordingly."



A new member to one chat was instructed by a group administrator to "please setup a non personal profile picture." To be invited into more private chats, new recruits must first interact with an automated bot, which connects them with a local chapter after vetting their intentions and background.



"We are here simply because we like what Telegram stands for, uncensored freedom of speech," an administrator of the channel wrote in response to questions. "Condemning 'It's okay to be white' as hate speech is why we are here and will continue to speak and fight against the anti-white narrative."



Ahead of the U.S. presidential election in November, security researchers are monitoring Telegram for threats of violence. In many public channels, activists are already making claims of voter fraud, with calls to be prepared to act, said Arie Perliger, a criminology professor at the University of Massachusetts Lowell, whose research is partly funded by the National Institute of Justice, a research agency of the Department of Justice.



If former President Donald J. Trump loses in November, Mr. Perliger said, "we need to understand Telegram will probably be a substantial infrastructure for extremists who want to do something about it."



Can Telegram Be Brought to Heel?



Several times a year, employees at Apple's Silicon Valley headquarters send notes to Telegram demanding it remove material that has been flagged as illegal or otherwise harmful.



Apple explains that under its guidelines, the app must have policies to filter out objectionable content and block abusive users, said three people with knowledge of the exchanges who declined to be identified discussing private talks.



Telegram often voices its objections, they said, but it almost always bends to Apple's demands. Where governments have failed to get the app to act -- or even respond -- Apple and Google have had some success by using the threat of kicking the service out of their app stores.



With Telegram, the companies are trying to balance the app's potential harms against its beneficial role as a private communications tool and a critical piece of digital infrastructure in countries like Ukraine and Russia. They must also consider differing rules about what is classified as illegal speech around the world.



In practice, the most effective way to get Telegram to act is a sort of whisper-down-the-lane approach in which users, advocacy groups, news coverage and sometimes governments draw Apple's and Google's attention to the app's harmful and illegal content. The tech giants in turn notify Telegram to respond.



In addition to Apple's regular messages to address such content, Google sends requests to Telegram almost weekly, four people with knowledge of the interactions said. Telegram responds quickly when alerted to clearly illegal material like child sexual abuse content, they said, but it is more resistant to demands to address speech-related content that is less clearly unlawful.



Telegram said it abided by Apple's and Google's moderation rules. Google and Apple declined to comment on Telegram and said their rules were detailed in 
developer
 
guidelines
.



Mr. Durov has grown increasingly antagonistic toward the tech giants. He has called Apple a "trillion-dollar monopoly" and chided the company in April for blocking Telegram on its China app store, writing that "prioritizing profits over freedom for users is not a good long-term strategy."



"The largest pressure toward Telegram is not coming from governments, it's coming from Apple and Google," Mr. Durov said in an interview this year with Tucker Carlson.



Gray Beltran
 contributed design and development.



Methodology



The Times analyzed 3,242,664 Telegram messages from 16,220 channels. 
Prose Intelligence
, a company that analyzes Telegram data, provided an initial list of channels. Using those, The Times wrote code to download messages and expanded the network using hashtags, common phrases and forwarded messages.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/07/technology/telegram-crime-terrorism.html
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Mike Siaperas, a wealthy software executive, was looking for a change. He found it 10,000 feet above sea level in Utah, buying a ranch that he would turn into a luxury hunting retreat. But there was a problem.



"You couldn't see 10 feet in front of you, the trees were so overgrown," he recalled in an interview 
for a podcast in 2021
. "I wanted to see wildlife."



So he bulldozed swaths of forest on his property and an adjacent state reserve. Then he patented a technique that could strip as much as 100 acres of woodland in a day and tested it at a nearby ranch owned by one of America's wealthiest families. He has since started a tree removal company, created a charity for veterans and opened a pricey lodge at his ranch, hosting retired Navy SEALs, former football stars and other guests to ride ATVs, shoot firearms, hunt and bond.



Those ambitions have been significantly aided by Utah taxpayers, an investigation by The New York Times and The Salt Lake Tribune has found.



Since 2019, state lawmakers have appropriated more than $5 million to support Mr. Siaperas's forestry work, although less than half of it has been paid out. His proposals have been backed by influential allies, met with little to no competition and relied on unproven or disputed scientific claims.



The funding is part of a pattern of questionable contracts the state -- led by a Republican governor and a legislature with a Republican supermajority -- has awarded over the last decade to politically connected people pushing moneymaking projects they claimed had ecological benefits.




Mr. Siaperas, right, on his ranch this summer with Don Peay, a Republican donor and hunting advocate.




One plan lawmakers endorsed -- selling off Utah's biggest freshwater lake to a private company purporting to solve its water quality issues -- was 
deemed unconstitutional by the state attorney general
. Another endeavor 
has funded lobbying against federal protections for wolves
, even though none inhabit the state.



Managing natural resources in the West has long been subject to politics and conflict. In Utah, more than three-quarters of the state's forests lie on federal land. That has stoked longstanding tensions between state lawmakers, who prioritize commercial use of trees and water, and the federal government, which is more focused on long-term sustainability.



In a conservative state, said Sara Dant, an emeritus professor of history at Weber State University, "constituents don't really want to hear an ecological or an environmental argument in place of what they often see as an economic argument."



Forests are among the resources that state leaders claim they can manage better than their federal counterparts. And Mr. Siaperas's tree-clearing method, known as "roller felling," is an example of a practice they wanted to deploy.



Inspired by an article Mr. Siaperas saw in a 1950 issue of Popular Mechanics, roller felling involves a cable strung between two bulldozers. A 10,000-pound barrel in the center keeps the cable suspended four feet high so it doesn't catch on stumps. The process uproots everything in its path.



"It's kind of like going in and removing cancer from a body," he told lawmakers as he sought more funding for his work this year. 



Mr. Siaperas, who declined interview requests for this article, has offered varying rationales for his method: To prevent wildfires. To fight drought by reducing water-guzzling conifers. To improve the habitat for trophy animals that draw hunters, whose licenses generate state income.



But some scientists criticize his method as environmentally disruptive, far more so than controlled burns or other practices they say create fewer risks. "To me, it looks like nothing more than a pet project with a thin veneer of science," said Ben Abbott, an ecology professor at Brigham Young University.



"I'm disturbed by the process we went through to approve something like this."



Clearing the Ranch



For most of his career, Mr. Siaperas, 66, has focused on running Med USA, a medical billing software company he registered in 1989. He remains the chief executive of the business, which says on its website that it has clients in nearly every state.



Soon after buying his 1,200-acre property, on the West Tavaputs Plateau in eastern Utah, in 2007, he began cutting down conifers.



Ripping conifers out of the forest floor caused an aspen colony on the property to send up new shoots and saplings from its sprawling root system, effectively making clones of itself.



With white trunks, quivering leaves and striking fall colors, aspens are beloved in Utah. They attract moose, deer and elk, which feed on their shoots. While susceptible to pests and disease, aspens are presumed to slow or resist wildfire and regrow if knocked down.



The Utah Department of Natural Resources took notice of the aspens on Mr. Siaperas's land.



Between 2012 and 2019, the agency awarded him more than $200,000 to remove trees and promote aspen regeneration on at least 75 acres of his ranch and at least 276 acres on the adjacent Cold Spring Wildlife Management Area -- a state reserve open to hunters. Many of the cleared acres connect the properties.



By 2017, Mr. Siaperas had honed his roller-felling process and registered a new company, 106 Reforestation. (The "106" refers to the acreage of Pando, a 
massive aspen colony in south-central Utah
.)



Some scientists say they're concerned about long-term consequences, especially at the higher altitudes where Mr. Siaperas has planned to cut. Trees grow larger there and recover more slowly.



The work will affect "decades, if not centuries, of ecosystem development," said Paul Rogers, an ecologist at Utah State University who has studied the roller-felling process.



Using heavy machinery to tear down trees leaves a lot of debris that the state needs to remove to prevent fires. Clear-cutting large areas of forest leads to erosion and polluted water supplies. And scientists worry about impacts on a variety of wildlife, not just game.



'A Little Thing to Help'



During the 2016 election season, Mr. Siaperas began forging political connections. He donated $2,700 to Donald J. Trump's presidential bid and $4,800 to the Republican National Committee. His involvement in politics was encouraged by Don Peay, the head of Mr. Trump's Utah campaign.



Mr. Peay, 63, a longtime G.O.P. donor, has been a fixture on Utah's Capitol Hill for nearly three decades, pushing for hunting-related causes. Lawmakers almost always back the bills he champions and block those he opposes. He was impressed by the roller-felling project and would eventually help form a nonprofit connected to Mr. Siaperas's ranch.



They first met and became friends in 1994 when Mr. Peay hosted a rally to bolster the state's mule deer populations. Shortly after, Mr. Peay founded Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife, a group that raises money for state conservation projects by auctioning off Utah hunting permits at an annual expo.




The annual Western Hunting and Conservation Expo in Salt Lake City. Hunting licenses auctioned off at the event generate state income.




The expo has raised $80 million for the state since 2001. It attracts celebrities like Wayne LaPierre, the former chief executive of the National Rifle Association, and Donald Trump Jr., an avid hunter who was 
a keynote speaker in 2016
. Two years later, the then-president's son visited Mr. Siaperas's property, Range Valley Ranch, and 
shot a bear and a mountain lion nearby
.






In 2019, Mr. Siaperas reached a new level of business for his tree-clearing enterprise. He spoke on Capitol Hill after a lobbyist connected him to state lawmakers, Mr. Peay said. Several legislators visited the ranch to see the results. That year, one of them requested $2 million on Mr. Siaperas's behalf for "strategic and targeted forest fire treatment."



The next year, Eric Hutchings, a Republican then serving in the state House of Representatives, said he requested $500,000 to support Mr. Siaperas's business. In an interview, Mr. Hutchings recalled that lawmakers were worried about the shrinking Great Salt Lake and the threat of wildfire, given record damage a few years before. "As a legislature, we were like, 'What do we do?'" he said, adding, "I feel good about having done a little thing to help."



Lawmakers earmarked another $900,000 in 2021, totaling $3.4 million in allocations over three years.



That process was unusual. Typically, state environmental experts design projects and find suitable contractors, often through open bidding. In this case, lawmakers handpicked someone with little relevant experience and set aside millions of dollars for his business.



Utah has one of the shortest legislative sessions in the nation: just 45 days. That makes the appropriations process a rapid-fire event in which part-time lawmakers -- 
many of them developers or real estate investors
 -- and lobbyists have mere minutes to make their case to get budget items funded. There is limited input from scientists and experts and no opportunity for public feedback.



A Tailor-Made Contract



Initially, more than $1 million of those funds went to a roller-felling trial. Mr. Siaperas leveled 900 acres of woodland on two private ranches starting in 2020. One of them was Preston Nutter Ranch, a 42,000-acre property that abuts his land and is owned by the family behind Hunt Energy, who are worth nearly $25 billion.



With the pilot project complete, he participated in his first competitive bidding process in late 2022, for the clearing of 825 acres in the state reserve of Currant Creek.



Eight contractors submitted bids, ranging from $552,225 to $3.2 million. Mr. Siaperas' s estimate came in at $950,000 -- almost exactly what state lawmakers had appropriated in 2021.




The Range Valley Ranch last month. When Mr. Siaperas bought the ranch, there were too many trees for his liking. "I wanted to see wildlife," he said.




Days later, the state canceled the process, requiring contractors to take a virtual site visit. The proposal request was reissued in March 2023. This time, the scope of work called for a heavy-duty cable "pulled between two dozers" with a "rotating fulcrum roller to keep the cable elevated roughly 4 ft off the ground."



Mr. Siaperas had patented his fulcrum roller in 2020. His company was the only contractor to submit a bid on the revised proposal.



"It seemed to me that they were custom-tailoring this job just to give it to exactly who they wanted," said Chris Ivester, whose business was the low bidder in the initial process.



Jamie Barnes, the Utah state forester who oversaw project logistics, said the job could have gone to Mr. Siaperas through a sole-source award because he held the patent. State officials decided to have a competitive process anyway.



"I can completely see why people would think that was a rigged bid," Ms. Barnes said. "It was not." She added that the wide range of previous bids suggested that contractors did not understand the project's scope.



As it turned out, Mr. Siaperas was able to roller-fell only about 10 percent of the Currant Creek project because the site was too steep for his equipment. The state paid him $240,000, about a quarter of the budget.



The $5 Million Lodge



His most recent strategy to obtain state funds for his roller-felling company was through his nonprofit, Atlantis USA Foundation, registered in 2022. The charity's website says it intends to bring about positive change for veterans "through conservation of our lands and our values." Last year, Mr. Peay, who was then serving on its board, appeared before a legislative appropriations subcommittee requesting funds. Lawmakers appropriated $1 million for Atlantis that year, and $700,000 this year.



The state budget description for the funds makes no mention of veterans, however. Instead it directs the money to be spent on restoring aspens to decrease wildfires.



In a conflict-of-interest form filed with the Governor's Office of Economic Opportunity, which is overseeing the $1 million from last year, Mr. Siaperas disclosed his intention to hire 106 Reforestation to do the work.




Last year, Mr. Siaperas completed construction of his Atlantis Lodge, a luxury hunting accommodation available for rent.




Since 2020, Mr. Siaperas has made campaign contributions to Utah's governor, Spencer Cox ($10,417); attorney general, Sean Reyes ($25,000); and former House speaker, Brad Wilson ($5,000). Mr. Cox and Mr. Reyes praised Mr. Siaperas in 
a 2023 video promoting his nonprofit
 that compared his efforts to Charles Lindbergh's solo flight across the Atlantic.



Last September, Mr. Siaperas opened the Atlantis Lodge on his ranch. Ben Cervinski, a representative for Mr. Siaperas and the nonprofit, said the lodge has cost more than $5 million so far and remains in "phases of completion." Veterans could stay at special rates, according to the ranch's website. But for other guests, the lodge was listed at $2,500 a night per person. Smaller cabins, like the one where Donald Trump Jr. had stayed, and glamping tents went for less. Mr. Siaperas planned to turn the ranch into a boutique ski resort in winter, and had enlisted high school students to dig private biking trails. The website removed the pricing information after Mr. Siaperas briefly spoke to a reporter for The Times and The Tribune.



To date, he has not used the money appropriated to Atlantis for any forestry work, officials said. The State of Utah, his primary client, has not identified any sites where roller felling could be deployed, though the governor's office paid Atlantis $900,000 after the nonprofit submitted an invoice in June 2023.



In an email to the governor's office last month, Mr. Cervinski asked to return that money.



Still, Mr. Siaperas and his ventures have collected at least $1.35 million from the state since 2020 alone.



Patience for such projects appears to be wearing thin among some lawmakers. Legislators are investigating the payments to Mr. Siaperas's ventures, a state auditor confirmed. Representative Casey Snider, a Republican, commissioned an audit of the payments to Mr. Peay for wolf lobbying this year.



Though Mr. Siaperas once claimed in an interview that he could take any business, even one he knew nothing about, and "make it work," 106 Reforestation is now rethinking its business strategy.



"If you want to lay blame, it's at the federal government," said Mr. Peay, because it manages most of the suitable land.



He recalled how he and Mr. Siaperas envisioned licensing veteran-owned roller-felling companies in every Western state.



"Every veteran would love to have 106 Reforestation on our federal lands, running big equipment, being out in nature, getting away from all the chaos and making more water, less fires, better wildlife habitat," he said.



A spokeswoman for the U.S. Forest Service confirmed that the federal agency was not considering any roller-felling projects.



106 Reforestation is now trying to "engage" with private landholder clients instead, according to Mr. Cervinski. He said Mr. Siaperas welcomed the forthcoming audit of his forestry work.



"Audits can draw attention to many things beyond money received and spent," he said. "They can help shed light on bureaucratic logjams that can hinder the work that the funds were intended for."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/10/us/utah-forestry-contracts.html
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How the Pursuit of Perfect Sleep Can Backfire



Online and off, so-called sleepmaxxers are going to extreme lengths in pursuit of better sleep. Is that a problem?



By Kate Lindsay


Sep 08, 2024


Derek Antosiek considers himself something of a sleep connoisseur. He has applied tape to his mouth, propped his nostrils open with dilators and sealed his ears with plugs. He has tried out a fan that pumped cool air under his sheets, and positioned separate mattresses for himself and his wife side by side so that her movements wouldn't disturb him. He has tested light therapy lamps and air quality monitors and sleep trackers and blue light glasses.



With each new experiment, the goal was the same: getting closer to a perfect night's sleep.



After decades of Americans abiding by the mantra that they can sleep when they're dead, many have woken up to the importance of a good night's rest. Overall sleep time has increased over the past 
two
 
decades
, and 
even more
 over the last few years, according to the federal government's annual survey of how Americans use their time.



"The tide is changing," said Matthew Walker, a professor of neuroscience and psychology at the University of California, Berkeley, and the director of a sleep center at the school. "People -- especially Gen Z -- have reclaimed their right to a full night of sleep, and they have done that without embarrassment."



Even though sleep attitudes have shifted, experts say the basic recommendations have stayed the same: at least seven hours, at around the same time, with as few interruptions as possible. What's different is the number of people for whom sleep has become a fixation. Online, such people -- sometimes referred to as "sleepmaxxers" -- proudly display the extreme lengths they will go to in pursuit of better sleep.



The videos promise solutions to problems that sleepers never knew they had. One enthusiast 
recommended
 an adjustable pillow to reduce facial pressure. Another 
filmed herself
 waking up with her hair wrapped in a bonnet and wearing a jaw strap, barely able to speak after taping her mouth shut. She then took it all off in what has become known online as a "
morning shed
." Bragging about early bedtimes has become as much of a social media flex as documenting a lavish vacation.



These days, for the sleep-curious, there are mouth tapes (meant to promote breathing through the nose), nostril expanders (which ostensibly reduce snoring), nose tapes (for opening nasal passages) and jaw straps (which wrap around the head and keep the mouth firmly shut). There are pillow mists; magnesium foot sprays; and the "
sleepy girl mocktail
," a concoction of cherry juice, prebiotic soda and 
magnesium powder
.



There's also higher-end technology, like the fan that Mr. Antosiek tried, which can retail for close to $600, and entire lines of sleep wearables, some costing almost $1,000, that track and measure the quality of people's sleep. There's a "sunrise" alarm clock, which its creators claim wakes people up according to their natural circadian rhythms. For the true enthusiasts, there is even a mattress system that adjusts temperature, detects snoring and vibrates when it's time to wake up. It will also run you about $4,000.



Leading sleep scientists have become swept up in a 
booming, multibillion-dollar slumber industry
. After Dr. Walker published the best-selling book "Why We Sleep" in 2017, the sleep-tracking company Oura brought him on as a medical adviser.



But as interest in sleep has risen, some doctors and academics have noticed people becoming preoccupied with obtaining a perfect night's rest. In 2017, researchers from Rush Medical College and Northwestern University's Feinberg School of Medicine came up with a word, orthosomnia, to describe people who seek treatment for self-diagnosed sleep issues resulting from their use of 
sleep trackers
 and wearables.



In The Journal of Clinical Sleep Medicine, the researchers wrote that they 
worried
 about the effects of a "perfectionistic quest for the ideal sleep," likening what they were seeing to orthorexia, an obsessive fixation with healthy eating.



Not all sleepmaxxers develop orthosomnia, of course. But Dr. Milena Pavlova, the medical director of the Sleep Testing Center at Brigham and Women's Faulkner Hospital in Boston, does worry about people becoming too focused on bedtime.



"Sleep is a passive process," Dr. Pavlova said. "It is to be protected, not forced -- or 'maximized.'"



Sleep maximization goes mainstream



Mr. Antosiek, a 31-year-old who lives in Michigan, started to take sleep seriously a few years ago after realizing that he never grew out of bad habits he developed in his early 20s, including drinking too much on weekends and staying up late.



Searching for information online, he stumbled upon a small but dedicated community called 
Sleep Hackers
 on the message board site Reddit, made up of people who regularly share tips and express frustrations with their own sleep issues.



Soon, Mr. Antosiek became a moderator for the forum, and his own habits changed. He started trying to get what he considered to be "the right amount of light at the right times" of the day, and using various sleep gadgets and trackers. One of them was an Oura Ring, a sleep tracker that fit on his finger and provided him with a daily sleep score between zero and 100. The score meant a lot to him. On nights he had trouble falling asleep, he'd was hard on himself and feared the next morning's results, knowing they would affect his chances of receiving an "optimal" score of 85 or higher.



For many sleep devotees, their fascination with hacks has remained a harmless hobby. Mayte Myers, 27, who goes to sleep wearing a jaw strap and mouth tape, said the elaborate bedtime ritual gave her something to look forward to. "It honestly feels like a weighted blanket for my face," she said.



Similarly, Maureen Osei, a 24-year-old from North Carolina, puts on mouth tape, nose tape, a bonnet and a jaw strap before bed.



"It's kind of like there's nothing else to do but to fall asleep, because it's so uncomfortable," she said. "I'm not going to scroll with my chin strap on, you know?"



For others, though, focusing on sleep has backfired. Sarah El Kattan, a 26-year-old who lives in Frankfurt, never thought much about sleep. Then, near the end of 2021, she started to focus on optimizing her health after listening to a popular health podcast. She then read Dr. Walker's book, and that focus turned to her sleep. That's when something like a switch went off in her head, she said. Suddenly, the prospect of going to sleep started to make her anxious, and she began to exhibit physical symptoms.



"It started with heart palpitations," Ms. El Kattan said. The more she thought about sleep, the worse things became. At night, she knew every passing minute was another minute of sleep lost, and her obsessive thoughts created a vicious cycle that kept her awake for even longer.



Dr. Walker said he had heard from other people who dealt with sleep issues after reading his book. He suggested that such people should stop focusing on sleep -- "don't listen to my podcast, don't read the book, don't do any of that," Dr. Walker said -- and instead seek help from a professional.



'I became very obsessed'



On the whole, sleep experts say, the new cultural focus on sleep is a welcome change. They did not discount any one hack or gadget outright, so long as people are being safe. "Everything works for someone," said Leah A. Irish, an associate professor of psychology at North Dakota State University who studies sleep.



The very ritual of preparing for bed by, say, spraying magnesium on your feet may be more important than the effects themselves, a signal to the brain that it's time to wind down.



But claims that any one tool works are often debatable. Even sleep researchers with a foot in the industry can admit that. "Probably none of these are going to help you get a better night's sleep," said Vanessa Hill, a behavioral sleep scientist at the Appleton Institute, a health and well-being research institute at CQUniversity in Australia, who has consulted for the app Samsung Health and the mattress company Purple. "It's most important that you're comfortable. So if some of these things help you feel more comfortable, great."



While 
small studies
 have found mouth taping to be beneficial for those with mild sleep apnea, its effect on people who don't have breathing issues is less understood, and the most rigorous studies found little evidence of 
magnesium
 having an effect on sleep quality.



In some cases, there are risks. Mouth tape can actually reduce the amount of oxygen people breathe in if their noses become obstructed, and jaw straps can cause jaw pain, Dr. Walker said. For those who have severe sleeping issues, it's better to see a doctor first.



And viral hacks and new inventions are no replacement for the 
tried-and-true rules of sleep
, such as getting in and out of bed at the same time every day, reducing alcohol consumption and making time to wind down. Ms. El Kattan finally started sleeping better, for instance, when she stopped consuming caffeine and practiced being kinder to herself.



In Mr. Antosiek's case, the earplugs, mouth tape and nasal dilator have helped him, he said. But the bed fan didn't do much, and the Oura Ring made things worse. "I found myself waking up and immediately looking at my score, like, 'Did I get good sleep?'" he said.



With distance, Mr. Antosiek can admit now that he probably let things get out of hand. "I became very obsessed, maybe to an unhealthy degree at one point," he said.



Shyamal Patel, Oura's senior vice president of science, said the Oura Ring was not "designed with the idea of maximizing engagement," and suggested that people who find themselves fixating on their sleep data take a break from tracking.



Mr. Antosiek went a step further: He decided to stop using the product altogether. He doesn't think he ever developed orthosomnia, he said, but he can understand how people can take sleep maximization too far.



These days, if he wakes up feeling rested and alert, that's good enough for him.
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Harvard's Black Student Enrollment Dips After Affirmative Action Ends



Defying expectations, a Supreme Court decision curtailing race-based admissions still had a relatively small impact at some highly selective schools like Harvard, even as other schools saw big changes.




The share of Asian students in Harvard's new class stayed the same, but the share of students who did not disclose a race or an ethnicity doubled.




By Anemona Hartocollis


Sep 11, 2024


The predictions were dire. In the course of a bitterly contested trial six years ago, Harvard University said that if it were forced to stop considering race in admissions, the diversity of its undergraduate classes would be badly compromised.



Now, a year after the Supreme Court struck down the school's admissions system, effectively ending affirmative action in college admissions everywhere, the numbers are in for the first class to be admitted, and the picture is more nuanced and complex than predicted.



The proportion of Black first-year students enrolled at Harvard this fall has declined to 14 percent from 18 percent last year, according to data released by the institution on Wednesday -- a dip smaller than the school had predicted, but still significant.



Asian American representation in the class of 1,647 students remained the same as last year, at 37 percent. Hispanic enrollment has gone up, to 16 percent from 14 percent. Harvard did not report the share of white students in the class, consistent with past practice, and it is hard to make inferences because the percentage of students not disclosing race or ethnicity on their applications doubled to 8 percent this year from 4 percent last year.



The post-affirmative-action demographic breakdowns have been trickling out over the last three weeks, and overall Black students appear to have been most affected. The percentages of Black students declined sharply at some elite schools, although surprisingly, they held steady at others. The suit against Harvard had accused it of discriminating against Asian Americans to depress their numbers, while giving preferences to members of other minority groups. 



Admissions experts suggested even before the new numbers came out that the most coveted schools, like Harvard, Yale and Princeton, would be best positioned to maintain their Black enrollment because the students who were admitted to them were very likely to accept. So in that view, they are unicorns, part of a highly selective ring of schools that scooped up the top students and remained relatively unaffected by the ban on race-conscious admissions.



Schools that were slightly less selective -- like Amherst, Tufts and Brown -- saw bigger changes to their demographics.



This admissions cycle is the first national test of race-blind college admissions since a 1978 Supreme Court ruling allowed universities to use race as one of many factors leading to a diverse student body, as long as they avoided racial quotas. That case concerned the University of California, but the decision embraced what became known as the Harvard Plan, the idea that a student body was stronger when selected for diverse talents, skills, ideas, geographic and family backgrounds and, yes, race and ethnicity. The inclusion of race and ethnicity has been under fire ever since.



Harvard did not offer any analysis of the numbers. But it did stress the steps it had taken to beef up recruitment, like sending admissions staff to more than 150 cities, joining a consortium of public and private universities recruiting in rural areas and increasing financial aid.



Hopi Hoekstra, dean of the faculty of arts and sciences, suggested in a message to the Harvard community on Wednesday that the effects of the Supreme Court decision were still playing out: "We anticipate its full impact on the class composition at Harvard College may not be felt for several more admissions cycles," she wrote. 



Experts in admissions say they are still studying the numbers to figure out what to make of them.



"It's fascinating to see the enormous variation emerging," said Richard Kahlenberg, an expert witness for the plaintiffs in the Harvard trial, Students for Fair Admissions, and a proponent of socioeconomic -- rather than racial -- selection.



Some experts took a more critical view of the discrepancy between what was predicted and the actual outcome of the court's ruling, suggesting some schools might have not complied with the decision.



Schools like Princeton and Yale had argued in court briefs that "there was no way you could get racial diversity without taking race into account," said Peter Arcidiacono, an economist at Duke who testified against Harvard at the trial and developed statistical models showing that Asian Americans were being penalized.



"So I think the burden is on them to show how they were able to do so because it sure looks like they were cheating," he added.



The trajectory for Black students at Harvard roughly resembles that of their counterparts at its peer institutions, including at Yale, where the percentage of Black students remained about the same at 14 percent, and at Princeton, where it was stable at about 9 percent. At Duke, the share of Black students increased slightly. It stayed the same at Caltech, at 5 percent.



But at Brown University, the share of Black students dropped to 9 percent from 15 percent. Brown also had a fairly sharp decline in Hispanic first years, to 10 percent from 14 percent.



The Asian American share of the first-year class grew at Caltech, Brown, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and M.I.T. But it dropped to 24 percent from 30 percent at Yale, to 23.8 percent from 26 percent at Princeton and to 29 percent from 35 percent at Duke.



"When you see that these schools have no change in their Black enrollment and their Asian enrollment goes down, that is not indicative of taking race out of the equation, in my view," Dr. Arcidiacono said.



Officials at the schools have urged caution in comparing the numbers, saying they could be distorted by differences in the way schools -- and students -- reported them, such as whether transfer students were included, whether students identified with more than one race or whether they chose not to report their race. Like Harvard, Tufts, Duke and Brown saw roughly a doubling of the percentage of students who did not report their race or ethnicity.



"As for why certain groups went up or down, we're continuing to examine the data," Tufts's admissions dean, Joseph (JT) Duck, said.



Michael A. Elliott, the president of Amherst, expressed concern for the way the sharp drop in Black students at his school would be interpreted.



"It's a really sad moment for this institution to have that decline in numbers," he said in an interview. But he added that it would take time to understand the impact of the court decision on higher education, especially at small colleges like his.



"I'm ultimately more interested in those people -- the students and the families -- than in the numbers," he said.



The Supreme Court case was rooted in two coordinated lawsuits, against Harvard and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. They were filed in 2014 by Students for Fair Admissions an organization founded by Edward Blum, a conservative legal activist who was also the architect of a similar lawsuit against the University of Texas at Austin.



One of the suits accused Harvard's admissions system of trafficking in racial stereotyping, by scoring Asian American applicants lower on personality traits like likability, courage and kindness. 



But Harvard took pride in the very system that the lawsuit was attacking, saying that diversity was critical to its mission of educating future leaders and that abandoning race-conscious admissions would reduce the excellence of a Harvard education.



In June of last year, the Supreme Court ruled 6 to 3, with its conservative members in the majority, that the admissions programs violated civil rights law and the 14th Amendment guarantee of equal protection.



While the Supreme Court banned consideration of race, it did not prohibit schools from giving preferences to other categories of students, like recruited athletes and the children of alumni, faculty and donors.



The court also allowed students to write about their race in their application essays, if their race was relevant to some life experience.



Jeremiah Quinlan, dean of undergraduate admissions at Yale, said admissions officers received training in how to comply with the new legal landscape. He also said his office had stepped up outreach efforts to high school students who showed promise despite disadvantages.



"I am especially excited that the class of 2028 includes the greatest representation of first-generation and low-income students on record," Mr. Quinlan said in the Yale announcement.



Stephanie Saul
 contributed reporting.
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Why Nearly All Judges in Mexico Could Soon Be Chosen by Voters



The legislation passed by Congress could produce one of the most far-reaching judicial overhauls in any major democracy.




Judiciary workers protesting the contentious legislation last month in front of the Supreme Court in Mexico City.




By Simon Romero and Emiliano Rodriguez Mega


Sep 11, 2024


President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador of Mexico leaves office at the end of September. But before he does, he will see one of his final missions largely fulfilled: a sweeping redesign of the judiciary that he says is needed to fight corruption.



The changes championed by the president would shift the judiciary from an appointment-based system largely grounded in training and qualifications to one where voters elect judges and there are few requirements to run. Nearly all of Mexico's more than 7,000 judges could be affected by the measure, making the overhaul one of the most sweeping of its kind attempted anywhere in the world in recent decades, according to legal scholars.



The changes would apply to the 11 justices currently on the Supreme Court; 1,635 federal judges and magistrates; and more than 5,700 judges at the state and local level. Long lists of requirements to become a judge would be eliminated, especially at the federal level, opening the way for people who simply have a law degree and a few years of legal experience to run.



The measure was approved 
in the lower house of Congress last week
, and it overcame its biggest obstacle when it was 
narrowly passed in the Senate on Wednesday
 -- even after protesters barged into the building and interrupted the session on Tuesday. It will now go to Mexico's state legislatures, where it is expected to easily pass in the coming months.



The proposed measure could produce one of the most far-reaching judicial overhauls of any major democracy. Relatively few countries allow judges to be elected on a significant scale, but none to the degree that Mr. Lopez Obrador is proposing, according to legal scholars.



The government says the measure is needed to modernize the judiciary and instill trust in a system plagued by graft, influence-peddling and nepotism. Mr. Lopez Obrador's successor, Claudia Sheinbaum, takes office on Oct. 1 and has fully backed the plan.



But critics of the overhaul argue that the plan would do little to fix problems like corruption and would instead enhance the power of Mr. Lopez Obrador's nationalistic political movement.



Here is what to know about Mexico's proposed judicial overhaul.




Inside the Mexican Supreme Court. 




What would the measure do?



The proposal would change the way judges are selected throughout Mexico's judiciary, shifting to a system where candidates for judgeships must stand for election instead of being appointed based largely on a battery of tests, qualifications and training.



However, the measure would not apply to military judges, or judges involved in land conflicts or specific disputes between administrative agencies and citizens. Such exceptions account for a small fraction of Mexico's judges.



The proposal would also reshape the Supreme Court by reducing the number of justices from 11 to nine and shortening their term limits from 15 to 12 years. In some cases, the salaries and benefits of justices could be reduced to cut costs.



Additionally, the policy change would create a Tribunal for Judicial Discipline, whose members would also be elected by popular vote and have broad powers to investigate and possibly even fire or impeach judges. The tribunal's decisions would be final and not subject to appeal.




Judiciary employees protesting the proposed overhaul last month.




Why are judges, court workers and critics upset by it?



Mr. Lopez Obrador's plan has sparked recent protests across the country and 
has even been the center of a diplomatic spat
 with the U.S. ambassador, Ken Salazar, who called it "a major risk to the functioning of Mexico's democracy."



Many critics of the overhaul agree that the system needs revamping. But they warn that the government's proposal would do little to rid the judiciary of its problems. Instead, they say it would erode judicial independence and allow Mr. Lopez Obrador's political movement to concentrate power.



Specifically, critics of Mr. Lopez Obrador and his allies express concern that the measures could lock in their current political advantages for a longer period of time by getting judges elected who are aligned with the ruling Morena party.



Some foreign companies are concerned
 that the changes could make it harder to find judges who are impartial when examining disputes between the government and businesses. Other critics have warned that drug cartels could attempt to influence the new judicial elections, much as they have done in other political races around the country.



Although a few countries do allow the election of some judges by popular vote -- including the United States, Switzerland and Japan -- experts say none of them do it in such a sweeping way as the proposed changes in Mexico would.



The determination to push through the measures has kept financial markets on edge, marked by a more than 15 percent plunge since early June in the value of the currency, the peso.



When could the measures be approved and implemented?



The leaders of Mr. Lopez Obrador's Morena party sought to push the measures through Congress this month, before Mr. Lopez Obrador's tenure ends on Oct. 1. The measure passed in the lower house last week with 357 lawmakers present voting in favor of the overhaul and 130 opposing it. On Wednesday, the Senate also passed the overhaul with 86 votes in favor. A total of 41 senators opposed it.



Beside being passed by both houses of Congress, the measures have to be adopted by a majority of state legislatures -- an easy task, since Morena and its allies have a majority in most state congresses. The changes would be implemented gradually, with a large portion of the judiciary up for election in 2025 and the rest in 2027. That means that all 32 states need to change their constitutions and choose either to organize elections in 2025 or wait two years.
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Internet scammers steal billions from Americans each year. In one workroom in Southeast Asia, where dozens of fraudsters trolled dating apps for fresh victims, they would beat a giant drum and chant each time they successfully duped someone into sending them money.



"It was a whole celebration," said Jalil Muyeke, a 32-year-old from Uganda who witnessed the festivities from inside a compound in Myanmar.



Mr. Muyeke was also a victim. But the masterminds behind these schemes didn't drain his bank account. Instead, he said, they stole seven months of his life, forcing him to work on their scams.



Hundreds of thousands
 
of people
 have been 
lured into
 scamming operations. In Mr. Muyeke's case, he was ensnared through a promising job opportunity. After a harrowing journey spanning thousands of miles, he was trapped inside one of the 
hundreds of compounds
 in 
Southeast Asia
, often controlled by Chinese organized crime rings and set up for 
industrial-scale scamming
.



These fraud farms -- some of which are repurposed casinos that were shuttered during pandemic lockdowns -- are often staffed with trafficked workers laboring under the threat of severe beatings, electric shock or worse.



"Cyber-enabled fraud perpetrated by powerful transnational criminal networks has evolved into a thriving multibillion-dollar illicit industry that now exceeds the G.D.P. of several countries in Southeast Asia combined," said John Wojcik, regional analyst at the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.



Mr. Muyeke's captors specialized in scams known as pig butchering, a long con where fraudsters gain a person's trust under the pretense of a budding romance or friendship (the fattening of a hog), before defrauding the victim (the slaughter). They slowly introduce the idea of investing -- in crypto, for example -- and then suggest sending money to a legitimate-seeming app.



Once the victims do, their investment seemingly grows, encouraging them to send more. But they can't cash out -- the money is in an account the scammer controls. 



The victims are left financially and emotionally devastated, but so, too, are many of the workers carrying out the schemes. This is Mr. Muyeke's story; The Times connected with him through the 
Humanity Research Consultancy
, which studies modern-day slavery.




Mr. Muyeke was held for seven months. 




An Unexpected Journey



Last summer, an old school friend told Mr. Muyeke about a six-month contract job in Bangkok doing data entry and online marketing. He was told it paid $2,500 a month -- an enticing sum for a go-getter living in one of the world's poorest countries. He and his girlfriend were expecting a baby, and the opportunity seemed too good to pass up.



"I thought if I could go make some money for six months, I might miss his birth but I would be back in time to raise him and to give him a better future," he said.



Mr. Muyeke, the son of two teachers, had been working as a mattress sales supervisor in Kampala before he left for Bangkok, along with another recruit.



After they landed, a Thai police officer, who already had their photos, was waiting for them and stamped their passports. He pointed to the exit, where they found their driver waiting.



It quickly became clear that something was wrong.



Using a translation app, the driver told them they'd be driving for an hour, but Mr. Muyeke knew Bangkok was just minutes from the airport. Trapped in the back seat with no mobile service, he began to panic.



The three men traveled for another eight hours. Around midnight, they stopped at a restaurant, then headed to a hotel. Mr. Muyeke dragged his bed in front of his door, and stayed up all night.



The next morning, they drove to the Moei River, which divides Thailand and Myanmar. A man grabbed their bags and threw them into a canoe. Mr. Muyeke spotted "a ragged building" across the water, and men with guns.



"At that time, I would say my spirit had left my body," he said. "I was scared to the bone."



After crossing the river, they were told to get into another car. There were more men, more guns.



He had no idea where he was, and his mind raced to dark places -- maybe those crazy stories he had heard were true, and he had been trafficked for organ harvesting.



"In my head, I had accepted my fate," he said.



Looking back, he saw red flags. He received a three-month tourist visa, for example, even though he was supposed to be working for six months. His recruiter friend told him that they would fix it later. 




Mr. Muyeke's captors ran what are called "pig butchering" schemes, in which fraudsters build trust through a fake romance or friendship.




Mr. Muyeke had been taken to a compound known as Dong Feng. He was led to an office, where he met a Chinese manager. He felt incredibly tense, but breathed a little easier when he ran into his Ugandan recruiter, who served as the company's translator.



"Nobody is killing you," Mr. Muyeke recalled him saying. "Nobody is taking your kidneys."



Mr. Muyeke was coerced into signing a document that said he had come there willingly. Next, they took blood samples -- he was told they were testing for H.I.V. and other diseases -- and then went to a market to buy some basics, including a one-inch-thick mattress and sandals.



"It is a whole village inside those walls," Mr. Muyeke said.



He and his travel companion were led to their small dormitory room, with four sets of bunk beds, which soon became crowded as the rest of its occupants filed in after their shift. His recruiter was among them.



"I am so sorry," Mr. Muyeke recalled him saying. "We shall make some money and go back home."



Mr. Muyeke was devastated.



The next morning, Mr. Muyeke was led to a manager's office and given a contract he couldn't read, because it was in Chinese. Because they had paid his travel costs, he was told, he would be paid $400 a month for six months, not the $2,500 promised.



Mr. Muyeke initially resisted, but the translator warned him. "He tells me: 'My friend, things are not what they look like here. You have to sign. Or else these guys will do bad things to you.'"



Before they left, the manager asked the translator if Mr. Muyeke knew what kind of work they would be doing.



"Online marketing and data entry," Mr. Muyeke said.



The manager corrected him.



"Here, we are scamming," Mr. Muyeke recalled him saying. "This is World War Three."



Scamming for Survival



Mr. Muyeke's workday began at 8 p.m., just as many of his targets on the other side of the world were having their morning coffee.



He was given a laptop and three iPhones, and instructed to download dating apps and slip into the character loaded into his dating profile: an attractive fashion designer living in San Francisco's Russian Hill neighborhood, who dabbled in crypto and posted images of herself at nice hotels and beautiful beaches.



It's a typical profile for romance and confidence scams, which in 2023 cost Americans alone an estimated $652 million, according to the Federal Bureau of Investigation's 
Internet Crime Complaint Center
. Many more cases go unreported.



The woman whose photo was used for the fashion designer character, from Uzbekistan, was also drawn into the scammer's den through a fake job offer. Known as "the model" inside the compound, she was available for video and voice calls and other photos.



Mr. Muyeke's assignment was to connect with American and Canadian men, preferably white and over the age of 40, since they were likely to have worked and saved for several years.



"We always targeted people on dating sites who seemed to have their financial lives sorted," he said.



Using a script, he was expected to persuade at least two prospects daily to provide their phone numbers, so they could continue their blossoming romance off the dating app, and on WhatsApp or Telegram.



After the target gave up his direct number, the workers took screenshots of the conversation on the dating app, and handed him off to a higher-level scammer who would continue the conversation over text.



"Most of us were doing it because we wanted to survive there," Mr. Muyeke said. "We never really wanted to scam anyone. I looked at it as if I was in a prison. Let me do my time and let me get out of here."



But he was working 17-hour shifts, seven days a week, with no release date in sight.



"They keep you there for as long as they can," he said. "Until you are not productive."




Mr. Muyeke returned to Kampala eight months after leaving for Thailand, and three months after his son was born.




An Escape



After four months, Mr. Muyeke was spent -- he even started warning victims not to fall for the scams in messages he immediately deleted.



His managers disciplined him for declining productivity with hundreds of push-ups, extra hours and runs around the parking lot.



During his fifth month, he said, his operation -- and its workers -- was sold to an even stricter enterprise. The new bosses fined their laborers for everything, including going to the washroom for more than five minutes, Mr. Muyeke said. A Chinese teenage boy he knew was tortured so badly, he came back to the workroom without fingernails.



Desperate, Mr. Muyeke proposed a deal to his captors: Let him go, and he would take a sick Ugandan woman with him, relieving them of that burden.



Surprisingly, they agreed. Nearly seven months after he was captured, he was released in February.



But he wasn't yet free.



Mr. Muyeke and two women were left at a bus terminal in Mae Sot, a Thai city bordering Myanmar, with expired visas and roughly $810. Through law enforcement's eyes, they'd likely be viewed as criminals.



Having done some research before his release, Mr. Muyeke contacted the International Organization for Migration, an intergovernmental group. After an agonizing wait for a callback, the organization suggested a hotel where they would be safe.



Though 
Thailand has a procedure
 to help victims, it can take up to two months to complete an  investigation -- and victims' experiences often depend on those processing them and any biases they may harbor. Online scamming, for example, isn't always regarded as a form of "forced criminality," according to the 
Humanity Research Consultancy
.



"The burden of proving their innocence falls on the victims," said Mina Chiang, director of the consultancy.



Mr. Muyeke said they were advised that they might not have enough evidence to prove they were trafficked, nor did they want to risk prolonging their stay -- so they chose another path.



They turned themselves in to the immigration office, where officers told them they saw similar cases daily. They were held in a cell overnight, and taken to court the next morning: Mr. Muyeke said he and the two women were each fined $44 for overstaying their visas.



But they couldn't just hop on the next plane. They spent about a week jailed in a detention center in Mae Sot, before being transferred to another one in Bangkok, where Mr. Muyeke was separated from the women and denied access to his phone.



He slept on the floor of his cell for roughly three more weeks before his luck turned. A fellow detainee's wife smuggled in a phone, which Mr. Muyeke used to reach his brother, whom he had contacted months earlier. After a month in detention, he had a plane ticket home.



Walking through the airport in Ethiopia before his connecting flight to Kampala, he was overcome with emotion.



"I entered the washroom and cried for close to one hour," Mr. Muyeke said.



He landed in Kampala on April 4, with less than $15 in his pocket and three months after his son was born. 



"To be home, and then you have someone looking at you, wondering who is this and then giving you a sheepish smile," he said. "It was amazing."



Easing back into his life has been challenging, but, slowly, he's regaining his footing. Crowds make him uncomfortable, and a recent visit to an office with computers shook him up. Starting therapy has helped, but finding a job -- ideally, in information technology -- has been difficult. In the meantime, he has been researching human trafficking as an intern at the Humanity Research Consultancy.



"A lot of bad things are happening out there," he said. "I got lucky."



Audio produced by 
Parin Behrooz
.
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Longtime MoMA Director Will Step Down Next Year



After 30 years at the helm of the Museum of Modern Art in New York, Glenn Lowry will depart in September 2025.




Glenn D. Lowry oversaw two major renovations of MoMA, as well as its merger with the P.S. 1 Center for Contemporary Art in Long Island City, Queens.




By Robin Pogrebin


Sep 10, 2024


After 30 years during which he moved one of the country's leading museums from the 20th century into the 21st century, Glenn D. Lowry on Tuesday announced that he would step down as director of the Museum of Modern Art in September 2025.



"It's the right moment to think about the future of the museum and I just thought, carpe diem," Lowry said in an interview. "All the things I set out to do 30 years ago are either accomplished or in play in a very positive way."



Lowry's contract was up for renewal in June. He said he felt invited to continue but decided it was time to turn over the reins to the next generation of leadership. The board will start an international search for his successor, the New York museum said.



Replacing Lowry -- who turns 70 this month -- will not be easy, given his long, successful tenure and because the job description of museum director has 
grown increasingly complicated
 in recent years amid economic straits, the coronavirus pandemic and social unrest.



Presiding over a major museum these days requires considerably more than a Ph.D. in art history and the ability to hire capable curators. Directors must be culturally sensitive diplomats -- able to communicate effectively with artists, trustees and potential activists -- as well as expert fund-raisers, with cultural institutions depending more than ever on private donations.



"He's broadened the whole discussion on the role of the arts and the role of a public institution like MoMA in the community at large," said Marie-Josee Kravis, the museum's chairwoman, adding that Lowry had built "a much broader and deeper collection" and "made the museum more open and more of a place for the exchange of ideas."



Kravis said that Lowry's decision to move on was "by mutual agreement" and that his contract "could have been renewed."



Lowry said: "I didn't want to be the person who stayed too long."



Since becoming MoMA's director in 1995, Lowry oversaw two major renovations along with 
its merger with the P.S. 1 Center for Contemporary Art
 in Long Island City, Queens, and a major rethinking of how modern and contemporary art is presented. He quintupled the endowment and increased the annual operating budget to about $1.7 billion from about $200 million.



Lowry has also encouraged MoMA's efforts to bring more diversity to its exhibitions, acquisitions, governance and staffing. In 2015, he worked with 
Thelma Golden
, director of the Studio Museum in Harlem, to introduce a joint fellowship program for rising arts professionals. Golden is often talked about in the art world as a potential successor to Lowry.



"How do you position a museum that is so firmly rooted in the 20th century as a museum of the 21st century?" Lowry said. "I hope we have laid the groundwork for what a 21st-century museum looks like without abandoning our roots."



While MoMA has weathered its share of 
protests
 and controversies (see 
Leon Black and Jeffrey Epstein
), Lowry said these were ultimately healthy for the museum.



"Of course there are times when you feel under siege," he said. "We live through a moment when our cultural institutions have been challenged and questioned. That has forced us to think about what really matters, to embrace new and different ideas and to engage audiences in substantial ways."



Lowry said his immediate plans included a 
series of lectures at the Louvre
 in Paris next fall that might result in a book. "It's an opportunity to meditate on what I've learned and thought about for the last 30 years," he said.



For now, however, he said he remained focused on MoMA, where the museum's approach to art continues to evolve. And he is proud of what he has accomplished. "Our responsibility as a work in progress is to learn how to tell multiple stories about modern art," he said, "not 
the
 story of modern art.



"When I look back at who came to the museum when I was appointed and who comes to the museum today, it is a sea change both in terms of race, ethnicity and age," he continued. "That's something the institution should feel collectively proud of."
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"Look at you in linen," the designer Isaac Mizrahi said to a young fan he was meeting at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, on a Thursday in August, to see the "
Sleeping Beauties: Reawakening Fashion
" exhibition.



"And I'm dressed like Uncle Fester," continued Mr. Mizrahi, who was wearing dark clothes.



Mr. Mizrahi, 62, showed his first collection about 30 years before Max Alexander, the 8-year-old who met him at the museum, was born. Mr. Mizrahi, a fashion world fixture who has sold clothes to the masses on QVC, has some 196,000 followers on Instagram. Max, an aspiring fashion designer who just started third grade, has three million.



Like many children his age, Max is playful and excitable. "Hi Max," he said, looking at his reflection in a glass panel. While walking past mannequins dressed in elaborate ensembles, he observed aloud, "There are no heads."



But unlike many children his age, Max -- with support from his father, Jack Kolodny, 50, and mother, Sherri Madison, 48, who was with him at the museum -- has managed to take an interest in fashion design and a knack for sewing surprisingly far.



He is showing items he has made on Tuesday, the penultimate day of New York Fashion Week, at an event at the Conrad New York Downtown hotel. (Max's day at the Met was one of several engagements he had during a summer trip to New York ahead of that event.)




The fashion designer Isaac Mizrahi met Max for a tour of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in August. "He is so fresh and so alive, so full of inspiration," Mr. Mizrahi said.




He has been featured on "
Good Morning America
" as well as in 
People
 and the 
Italian edition of Vanity Fair
 magazine. He has earned celebrity fans like Sharon Stone and Debra Messing. (Both found Max on Instagram.) And he has leveraged the attention he has received to gain audiences with designers including Pamella Roland; Wes Gordon, the creative director at Carolina Herrera; and Mr. Mizrahi, who shared his wisdom with Max as they wandered through the museum.



"That's Worth," Mr. Mizrahi said, pointing to a pale House of Worth gown with a cloud motif designed in the 1890s by Charles Frederick Worth, who is often called the father of the 
modern couture industry
. "Remember that word: Worth."



When Max mistook a feathered hand fan for a fly catcher, Mr. Mizrahi tried to correct him: "It's actually a fan," Mr. Mizrahi said. Max wasn't persuaded. "It's a fly catcher," he replied.



But Max correctly recognized other pieces, including an embroidered green cape that pooled at the floor. "It's Gucci," Max said excitedly, and it was.



Mr. Mizrahi can relate to Max, he said, because he expressed an interest in fashion at such a young age that he can no longer remember how old he was. "What he has is that capacity to have a vision and then to make the vision a reality," Mr. Mizrahi said. "I recognize that because I had that."



Max's mother said he was 4-years-old when he announced during a family dinner at their home in Southern California that he was a dressmaker and needed a mannequin.



"We questioned why, since we had never seen him show any interest in fashion, and he replied, 'Get me a mannequin, and I'll show you,'" Ms. Madison said. She is an artist whose preferred medium is cardboard; Max's father works in finance.



Using cardboard, Ms. Madison made a dress form for Max with the proportions of his sister, who is four years older than him. (She is now 12; he has a younger brother who is 6.) Ms. Madison started to teach Max how to sew and, with her help, he began making pieces for his sister. After Max turned 5, he began taking sewing lessons with another teacher, whom he sees a couple times a month.



He attends a small private school in Southern California -- his favorite classes include art, science, math and gym, his mother said -- and he typically works on sewing projects at night or on the weekends. "It's really no different than having a child who plays soccer," Ms. Madison said.



She started Max's Instagram account in 2020 as a way to share videos of his sewing projects with his grandparents, whom he couldn't see in person because of pandemic restrictions. As Ms. Madison continued to post on the account, "we started receiving private messages about how Max made people's days," she said. "My family encouraged me to keep posting because Max's joy is fairly infectious."



As Max's profile has risen, his family has been learning how to handle the attention: "We have family conversations a lot around being grateful for the fans," Ms. Madison said. She manages his social media presence and has arranged his meetings with people like Mr. Mizrahi. Ms. Madison added that the money Max had earned from selling some pieces had been saved, invested, used to buy materials or donated to charities of his choice.



Some clothes Max has made are more whimsical than wearable and show the hand of an 8-year-old. But he approaches many projects with imagination and a clear focus. In videos shared on his Instagram account, Max is seen draping fabric just so on dress forms and sitting at sewing machines as he installs zippers and makes French seams. Sometimes he bats away his mother when her attempts to help don't conform to his vision.



The day before Max's outing with Mr. Mizrahi, he and his mother went to Mood Fabrics, in the garment district of Manhattan, where Max ran his fingers over bolts of fabric as he moved frenetically but purposefully through aisles lined by towering racks crammed with materials.



"We need fancy fabric," Max said as he paced the store. After spotting a bolt of gold lame, he pulled it from a shelf. "Bingo," he said.




The joy that fashion brings to Max, who just started third grade at a private school near his home in Southern California, is "fairly infectious," his mother said.




Max chooses materials by performing what he calls the "floof test": tossing a fabric in the air and then running beneath it. He also likes to put fabrics in a bathtub full of water to see how they move.



A childhood interest in fashion design is a trait Max shares with 
several others
, including some who have gone on to have successful careers, like 
Bob Mackie
, 
Michael Kors
, 
Isabel Toledo
 and Mr. Mizrahi, said Valerie Steele, the director and chief curator of the Museum at the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York.



"When you look into the biographies of individual designers," Ms. Steele said, "you often find that they're obsessed with fashion from a very early age, from as early as 4 years old."



Ken Downing, 62, the creative director and chief creative officer at Xcel Brands in New York, who met with Max and his mother a few days before their trip to Mood Fabrics, also showed an interest in fashion at a young age.



"I was 6 years old when I was pulling clothes out of my mother's closet and dressing her," said Mr. Downing, a former fashion director at Neiman Marcus who now oversees a portfolio of brands including Halston and Isaac Mizrahi (Mr. Mizrahi 
sold his namesake company
 to Xcel in 2011).



When Max visited the Halston showroom, Mr. Downing said, he was drawn to all things shiny -- sequins, beads, hardware, silk flowers -- leading Mr. Downing to give Max a nickname.



"I call him Maximalist," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/10/style/max-alexander-nyfw-fashion-design.html
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Live From San Francisco: Mark Zuckerberg Tapes a Podcast With 6,000 Friends



Mr. Zuckerberg talked to a packed house Tuesday night for the "Acquired" podcast. It's a sign of how tech titans reach the public now.




Mark Zuckerberg, Meta's chief executive, left, talking with the hosts of the "Acquired" podcast, Ben Gilbert, center, and David Rosenthal, at Chase Center in San Francisco on Tuesday.




By Mike Isaac


Sep 11, 2024


More than 6,000 techies streamed on Tuesday evening into San Francisco's Chase Center, a cavernous event space that is home to the Golden State Warriors and hosts pop stars like Olivia Rodrigo. Engineers, venture capitalists and other Silicon Valley digerati chatted as they found their seats, with Modelos and slices of pizza in hand. The anticipation was high.



They were not there to join a rager of a concert. Instead, they had paid $50 or more a ticket to see 
Mark Zuckerberg
, the chief executive of Meta, tape a podcast about artificial intelligence, the metaverse and how he outmaneuvered the rest of Silicon Valley to keep his company winning.



"You underestimate how painful things are going to be, so you can go and do good things," Mr. Zuckerberg told the crowd about the 20-year history of building his empire, which includes Facebook, Instagram and WhatsApp. He mentioned Aeschylus, the ancient Greek dramatist who is often described as the father of tragedy, in a nod to the lengthy time horizons he thinks in for his company.



The audience, a sea of Patagonia sweater vests and techno-optimism, roared in approval.



Other scions of capitalism piped up, too. 
Jamie Dimon
, the chief executive of JPMorgan Chase, appeared on the jumbotron. Daniel Ek, the founder of Spotify, flew in from Sweden for the chat. Even 
Jensen Huang
, the very busy chief executive of Nvidia, made a cameo appearance. A full band played musical interludes between segments.




Jensen Huang, the chief executive of Nvidia, spoke in a recorded video at the "Acquired" live podcast on Tuesday.





More than 6,000 people gathered to watch the live taping of the podcast with Mr. Zuckerberg, the "Acquired" team said.




It was the hottest ticket in San Francisco as Mr. Zuckerberg spoke for nearly an hour and a half with Ben Gilbert and David Rosenthal, the creators of the podcast "Acquired." The hit show, which has become a must-listen for businesspeople the world over, has an audience of more than 800,000 and has taped episodes with the top executives of Uber, Sequoia Capital, Berkshire Hathaway and others.



But Mr. Zuckerberg, 40, was the biggest get yet. "This is a celebration of technology," Mr. Rosenthal declared onstage.




The "Acquired" podcast has released episodes on many companies, including Microsoft and LVMH.




If it sounds strange that a podcast managed to land some of the world's highest-profile business leaders, you may not have been paying attention. In recent years, billionaires and top executives in Silicon Valley, Wall Street and beyond have started to opt out of the staid practice of sitting only for traditional media interviews.



Instead, they increasingly prefer to tell their own stories in the friendly spaces of podcasts and YouTube streams, where they often have more leeway to expound -- usually at great length -- on their pursuits and passions. Many of the interviews are like fireside chats over beers with the boys. And the "Acquired" event showed how these formats have amassed significant gathering power, as podcasters like Mr. Rosenthal and Mr. Gilbert, Lex Fridman, and Dwarkesh Patel have risen to fame from relative obscurity.



"The democratization of media has allowed everyone to have a personal talk show, and now, those in powerful positions have a wide array of options to choose from when they want to get the word out to the public," said Jules Terpak, a digital culture analyst who also occasionally interviews tech executives for her own podcast.



Not long ago, the tech elite played by the book when dealing with the press. Mr. Zuckerberg and his peers were regulars on the live journalism circuit, appearing at events like the 
D: All Things Digital tech conference
 and South by Southwest. They regularly sat for interviews with established news organizations like The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal and, yes, The New York Times.



As the internet industry emerged in the late 1990s and beyond, media attention was focused on Silicon Valley's gold rush and wunderkinds like Mr. Zuckerberg, who built Facebook in his 
Harvard dorm room
 and then turned it into a multibillion-dollar company after he dropped out of school.



But as tech companies like Google, Amazon, Apple and Facebook, which Mr. Zuckerberg later renamed Meta, grew exponentially in scope and profile, media coverage evolved to focus on the firms' power and accountability -- often to the chagrin of the executives in charge. At the same time, the rise of YouTube, Twitter, Instagram and Twitch produced a generation of individual broadcasters, many of whom eschewed traditional reportage for a webcam and a podcast mic.



"There's a tendency to 'go direct' to your audience in tech these days, especially as press coverage has tended toward being more critical over the years," said Sheel Mohnot, a general partner at the venture capital firm Better Tomorrow Ventures in San Francisco. "A lot of these guys prefer to go to folks who do their homework and present a great story."



"It's not that they don't provide any balance," Mr. Mohnot added. "They do push back. But they'll also publish the entire interview, and to C.E.O.s, that really matters."



In a statement, a Meta spokeswoman said Mr. Zuckerberg "speaks regularly with traditional journalists, podcasters and creators and finds value in speaking to a range of people with different perspectives and audiences." (Over the summer, he sat for an 
interview with Bloomberg
.)



Mr. Gilbert, 35, and Mr. Rosenthal, 39, who worked in venture capital, began "Acquired" after meeting by chance at a friend's Passover dinner in Seattle in 2014. They hit it off and stayed in touch, talking about tech industry trends. They also came up with an idea for a business podcast that would focus on one case study in each episode of a company's buying another company.



They started the podcast with that format in 2015, while keeping their day jobs. Mr. Gilbert lives in Seattle and Mr. Rosenthal in San Francisco.




Mr. Rosenthal, left, and Mr. Gilbert at a recording studio in San Francisco.




"Acquired" eventually evolved away from acquisition stories to going deep on one major company per episode. Subjects included Microsoft and 
LVMH
, with episodes spanning two to four hours. Each podcast took from dozens to hundreds of hours of research, with Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Rosenthal sifting through books, videos, articles and financial transcripts to construct a narrative of how a company succeeded over time.



After years of being a passion project, "Acquired" blew up during the early pandemic lockdowns as more people discovered it while stuck at home. In Silicon Valley, the podcast's fans include Eddy Cue, Apple's head of services, who listens during his commute, and Chris Cox, Meta's chief product officer, who told the podcasters how much he enjoyed the show and connected them to Mr. Zuckerberg for the Chase Center event.




After years of being a passion project, "Acquired" became popular during the early pandemic lockdowns as more people discovered it while stuck at home.




"We're obsessed with why companies work, and so are they," Mr. Gilbert said in an interview over breakfast in Oakland last week.



Mr. Rosenthal added, "I believe they appreciate the stories we tell, and how they might apply to their own companies."



The podcast has proved lucrative. Sponsors of "Acquired," which include JPMorgan Chase, can pay upward of $500,000 for a partnership deal. Mr. Rosenthal left venture capital in 2020 to work full time on the podcast. Mr. Gilbert did the same this year.



(Other independent podcasters have done even better. 
Joe Rogan
, the iconoclastic actor turned podcast host, who has interviewed Mr. Zuckerberg, Elon Musk and the venture capitalist Peter Thiel in recent years, renegotiated a multiyear deal with Spotify this year for a 
reported $250 million
.)



The event Tuesday was a capstone to the success of "Acquired." Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Rosenthal's podcast has been listened to for approximately 5.2 million hours on Spotify, according to Mr. Ek -- or more than 400 years of audio, in quick back-of-the-envelope math done by Mr. Rosenthal.



For Mr. Zuckerberg, the taping played out like a victory lap. Wearing his hair curly and a graphic black-and-white T-shirt he had custom made, he sat in an armchair onstage, with his image projected behind him on a giant screen.



Mr. Zuckerberg riffed at length about the challenges Meta has faced over time, including a difficult period in the early 2010s when Facebook had to shift from being a social network that was used mostly on desktop computers to one used on smartphones. He said he planned to stick around for many more years to come.



"It's a lot like that Michael Jordan ad," Mr. Zuckerberg said, referring to a commercial in which the basketball superstar once talked about his many losses to other teams over the years. "Even after failing over and over again, he succeeded."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/11/technology/mark-zuckerberg-podcast-acquired.html
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Will Automation Replace Jobs? Port Workers May Strike Over It.



A contract covering longshore workers on the East and Gulf Coasts will expire at the end of September, but talks have been stalled over the use of equipment that can function without human operators.




The Port of Virginia reveals what machines are capable of -- and have been allowed to do under existing labor contracts. Shipping containers can be sorted by cranes that do not require human operators.




By Peter Eavis


Sep 02, 2024


When a dockworkers' union broke off contract talks with management in June, raising the likelihood of a strike at more than a dozen ports on the East and Gulf Coasts that could severely disrupt the supply chain this fall, it was not over wages, pensions or working conditions. It was about a gate through which trucks enter a small port in Mobile, Ala.



The International Longshoremen's Association, which has more than 47,000 members, said it had discovered that the gate was using technology to check and let in trucks without union workers, which it said violated its labor contract.



"We will never allow automation to come into our union and try to put us out of work as long as I'm alive," 
said
 Harold J. Daggett, the union's president and chief negotiator in talks with the United States Maritime Alliance, a group of companies that move cargo at ports.



The I.L.A., which represents workers at economically crucial ports in New Jersey, Virginia, Georgia and Texas, has long resisted automation because it can lead to job losses.



Longshoremen have grim memories of how past innovation reduced employment at the docks. Shipping containers, introduced in the 1960s, allowed ports to move goods with fewer workers. "You don't have to pay pensions to robots," said Brian Jones, 73, a foreman at the Port of Philadelphia. He began working there in 1974, when bananas from Costa Rica were unloaded box by box.



Workers throughout the economy are worried that technology will eliminate their jobs, but at the ports it threatens one of the few blue-collar jobs that can pay more than $100,000. The United States has done less to automate port operations than countries like China, the Netherlands and Singapore. But the technology is now advancing more quickly, especially on the West Coast.



Automated port equipment can take many forms: Driverless vehicles can shuttle containers around the wharf. Huge cranes can stack those boxes with minimal human intervention. And "auto gates," like the one in Mobile, process trucks.



Port operators -- often subsidiaries of global shipping companies -- say modernization is needed to ensure that cargo flows efficiently and quickly to where it is needed.



Opposition from unions is just one obstacle to automation. The installation of new machinery and software can cost many millions and even billions of dollars -- investments that can take years to pay off. And some ports may not have an incentive to invest in new technology when shipping companies and their customers can't easily move to more efficient ports.



Human-Free Sorting



Cranes at the Port of Virginia show what machines are capable of -- and have been allowed to do under existing labor contracts.



At a growing facility called Norfolk International Terminals, humans work the towering turquoise cranes that take containers off ships and place them on the wharf. Manned vehicles, called shuttle carriers, transport the containers a short distance to the base of a giant stack of containers.




A human operator in a control center at the Port of Virginia in Norfolk, Va., works the cranes to take containers off their stacks and place them onto waiting trucks.




Once containers are on the stack, however, many large, rail-mounted cranes shaped like upside-down U's work nonstop to sort the containers. This task does not require human operators.



Later, a person in a control center works these cranes to take containers off their stacks and place them onto waiting trucks.



Stephen Edwards, the Port of Virginia's chief executive, said the automated technology had helped the port perform well in 2021 and 2022, when U.S. ports were struggling to process a surge of container shipments. It also came in handy this year, when cargo was diverted from Baltimore after a container ship hit a bridge and the city's port temporarily suspended most operations.



"The semi-automated operations proved themselves all the way through the pandemic," Mr. Edwards said.



But he also stressed that Virginia had expanded in other ways, including by strengthening berths to hold larger ships, dredging deeper and wider channels, building a new rail yard and widening nearby highways.



Impact on Jobs Is Unclear



The I.L.A. declined to make Mr. Daggett available for an interview and did not answer written questions.



The union's expiring contract allows for "semi-automated" machinery but bars equipment "devoid of human interaction."



The truck gate at Mobile, operated by APM Terminals, a division of Maersk, the Danish shipping giant, has existed since the terminal opened in 2008. It uses a combination of digital scans and checks performed by I.L.A. members, according to a person familiar with its operations, who was not authorized to publicly discuss the gate because of the fraught state of contract negotiations.



Whether the use of automated machines is significantly reducing demand for union labor is unclear. Port operators say they are creating new types of union jobs, including maintaining and repairing automated machinery. They also assert that ports can employ more workers if technology allows them to handle more cargo.



At West Coast ports, where automation is more advanced than on the East Coast, the number of registered union workers has risen 12 percent since 2020, to 16,400 longshoremen, according to data from the Pacific Maritime Association, which represents port terminal operators. The United States Maritime Alliance, the East Coast operators group, does not publish an equivalent figure. In a filing with the Labor Department, the I.L.A. said it had 47,412 members, up 15 percent from 2020.




On the West Coast, the International Longshore and Warehouse Union allowed fully automated machinery in its 2008 contract. That has allowed, among other things, the Long Beach Container Terminal to use driverless container vehicles within the Port of Long Beach.




Mr. Edwards, standing in a control tower looking down at Virginia's operations, said, "This builds jobs, because you're building a big economic engine."



Federal labor filings show that the membership of the four local branches of the I.L.A. in Norfolk grew 17 percent from 2018 to 2023, to nearly 3,400 workers.



When asked on a brief phone call whether automation had helped the Port of Virginia grow and hire more union members, Larry Bachtell, a vice president in the union's Atlantic Coast division, said, "It's not cut and dried," but declined to elaborate.



Coastal Differences



On the West Coast, the International Longshore and Warehouse Union accepted fully automated machinery in its 2008 contract. That has allowed, among other things, the use of driverless container vehicles within the Port of Long Beach.



For the most part, West Coast dockworkers receive better pay and pensions than union workers at the East and Gulf Coast ports. Under the latest West Coast contract, agreed upon last year, longshoremen earn $54.85 per hour and, on average earned $218,000 last year, including overtime and higher wages for evening and night shifts, according to management.



East Coast longshoremen now earn $39 per hour. Management does not disclose a figure for average earnings for longshoremen, but a report from an agency that helped oversee the Port of New York and New Jersey showed that 57 percent of the longshoremen at the port made $100,000 to $200,000 in the 12 months through June 2020, the latest figures available.



The I.L.A. and the United States Maritime Alliance, which declined to comment, may yet reach a deal without a strike. The management group said last month that it had offered to carry over the language on technology in the expiring contract into the new one.



But the threat of a strike is haunting businesses that rely on the ports because the union leaders and management have held no talks for weeks, and their contract ends on Sept. 30.



Some companies have begun diverting shipments to the West Coast. If more start doing so, it could cause significant delays, leading to a spike in shipping costs. Some three-fifths of container shipments come through the East and Gulf Coasts, far too many for the West Coast to fully absorb. A strike could be averted or ended if the Biden administration invokes 
the Taft-Hartley Act to force management and union leaders to strike a deal
.



"I think the two sides are far apart. That's what worries me," said Mia Ginter, a director who oversees ocean exports at C.H. Robinson, a logistics company. "I think the best chance of avoiding a strike is the government stepping in and getting involved in this one."



A Biden administration official said both parties ought to negotiate in good faith, adding that the administration had never invoked the Taft-Hartley Act to break a strike and was not considering doing so now.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/02/business/economy/port-workers-robots-automation-strike.html
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Inflation Cooled in August, Keeping the Fed Poised to Cut Rates



Consumer Price Index inflation continued to cool, reaching a new three-year low. But signs of stubbornness lingered under the surface.



By Jeanna Smialek


Sep 11, 2024


Inflation continued to recede in August, paving the way for the Federal Reserve to lower interest rates for the first time since early 2020 at their meeting next week.



But signs of stubbornness lingered under the surface, which caused investors to ramp up their bets that central bankers will lower borrowing costs by a quarter-point from their current 5.33 percent, not the larger half-point that some had previously seen as possible.



The overall Consumer Price Index climbed 2.5 percent in August from a year earlier, a notably cooler pace of inflation than 
July's 2.9 percent
 and down sharply from a peak of 9.1 percent back in 2022.



But the number that was getting attention from Wall Street on Wednesday was a monthly "core" measure. That gauge shows how much prices picked up between July and August after stripping out food and fuel prices, both of which can be volatile. And it ticked up to 0.3 percent, slightly more than economists had expected.



The details made that move important: It came as 
a measure of housing prices
 proved surprisingly stubborn. Shelter costs make up a big chunk of overall inflation, so if they are not cooling as expected, they could prevent the pace of price increases from returning fully to the Fed's goal.



Still, that complication was not enough to change the overall narrative. Inflation has been gradually slowing for some time, paving the way for the Fed to shift its policy stance as officials try to strike a careful balance in which they fully defeat rapid price increases without tanking the economy in the process.



"I still think they are confident enough to proceed with rate cuts, but it suggests: Don't go super fast here," said Laura Rosner-Warburton, senior economist and founding partner at MacroPolicy Perspectives. "We're not completely out of the woods."



High interest rates work like brakes tapped on the economy. They cause economic activity to slow down, and as demand recedes, it becomes more difficult for businesses to raise prices. But Fed officials want to tread carefully. Keeping rates too high for too long could slow conditions down too much, spurring unemployment and risking a recession.



Fed officials don't want to cut too much too quickly if there is a chance that price increases are not fully under control, because doing so could heat the economy back up and make inflation a persistent problem. But they also don't want to drag their feet and risk the health of the labor market.



That is why officials have been closely watching incoming inflation and employment data as they contemplate how quickly to move, both at their two-day meeting that concludes next Wednesday and in the months to come.



Policymakers will lay out a snapshot of their plans for the future next week, when they are set to release fresh quarterly economic forecasts. Those will outline a rough path ahead for rates.



The Fed's move next week will mark a turning point in the economy, providing the clearest statement yet that central bankers believe they are winning the war against inflation, even if the victory is not yet complete.



After first taking off in early 2021, inflation has now been cooling for more than two years, and it is at last approaching a normal pace.



Fed officials officially aim for 2 percent inflation, although they define that goal using the Personal Consumption Expenditures price index. That measure uses some of the data from today's Consumer Price Index, but it comes out at more of a delay. It too has been moderating.



Ms. Rosner-Warburton said that she expects housing costs to fade in the months to come. But there could be bumps along the way: She expects used car costs to pick back up this fall, for instance.



"The direction of travel is still clear," she said. "It's about the speed, and whether it's linear."



As price increases return to the Fed's goal, consumers may begin to feel like they are catching up. Wage growth has been 
faster than price increases
 for more than a year now by several measures.



That is good news for the Biden administration, which has struggled to take credit for its economic wins -- including a solid job market -- as rising prices undermined consumer confidence.



"With inflation coming back down close to normal levels, it is important to focus on sustaining the historic gains we have made for American workers during this recovery," Lael Brainard, head of the White House National Economic Council, said in a statement following the report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/11/business/cpi-inflation-august.html
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Greener Steel at Britain's Largest Plant Comes With Heavy Job Losses



The British government and Tata of India said they would invest 1.25 billion pounds in a plan to convert the steel mill at Port Talbot in Wales to an electric furnace.




Tata Steel's steel mill at Port Talbot in South Wales. The company wants to replace blast furnaces with electric units.




By Stanley Reed


Sep 11, 2024


The British government and the Indian conglomerate 
Tata
 said on Wednesday that they would jointly invest 1.25 billion pounds, or about $1.6 billion, in the country's largest 
steel mill
, in Port Talbot, Wales, to make operations there less polluting.



As part of the overhaul, about 2,800 of the company's 8,000 steel jobs in Britain will be lost over time, a spokesman for Tata said, in part because the electric technology will require fewer workers.



Still, the plan was, from the point of view of employees, an improvement on a proposal announced last year when Britain's Conservative government was in power. Both deals include the same PS500 million in government support, but workers facing layoffs will now be offered the option for paid retraining for other occupations.



The government says this project will cut overall emissions in Britain 1.5 percent by shifting steel production to a process of melting down scrap metal -- an operation that depends on the availability of this raw material and, some critics say, cannot be used for producing the highest quality grades of steel.



It has not been easy to preserve Britain's steel-making industry, which has been in decline for decades. The governing Labour Party, led by Prime Minister Keir Starmer, is promoting clean energy investment as a pillar of its strategy for reviving a stagnant economy. It has argued that it is important to maintain the country's ability to produce steel and said that it will allocate PS2.5 billion in additional funding "to rebuild the industry and help it decarbonize."



"Port Talbot has always and will always be a steel-making town," said Jonathan Reynolds, Britain's business and trade secretary.



But the agreement announced on Wednesday fell short of the hopes of the unions, which had sought to preserve jobs by keeping part of the plant operating during the transition. "This deal is not something to celebrate," the Community Trade Union, which represents workers at the plant, said in a statement.



Tata, which acquired the Port Talbot plant and other European operations in 2007, has grown determined to stem its losses in Britain. The company closed one of the two blast furnaces this summer, and it was gradually winding down operations in Port Talbot, making it increasingly difficult for the plant to continue functioning in its traditional form.



The company has pledged to continue steel production at Port Talbot, but work will be reduced for a substantial period while Tata replaces the existing blast furnaces and other units, which make steel using coal, with electric versions that are less polluting. The new electric unit, though, will not be operating for at least three years.



"This complex and ambitious transformation of Port Talbot has the potential to make the plant one of Europe's premier centers for green steel-making," Tata Steel's chief executive, T.V. Narendran, said in a news release on Wednesday.
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PGA Tour Meets With Saudi Fund in Hopes of Getting Closer to Deal



More than a year has passed since the tour agreed to a deal with LIV Golf, but there is some hope an in-person gathering in New York could create momentum.




The PGA Tour and LIV Golf league met in Manhattan on Tuesday to discuss completing a deal to combine forces.




By Lauren Hirsch


Sep 11, 2024


More than a year after the PGA Tour announced plans to combine forces with the Saudi Arabian sovereign wealth fund's upstart LIV Golf league, the two sides met in Manhattan on Tuesday in hopes of -- 
finally
 -- making headway on getting to a deal.



Given a series of starts and stops in talks aimed at a proposed deal, an accord remains far from certain. But executives from the tour and the Saudi wealth fund, which backs LIV Golf, alongside their advisers, were focused on hammering out details of an agreement, three people familiar with the matter said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the negotiations.



Also involved in the talks is at least one executive from the consortium of U.S. investors that has already committed to investing in the tour, the people said. The meeting is expected to continue on Wednesday, and could also spill into additional days, they said.



The flurry of activity demonstrated an eagerness by both sides to get a deal done. The standoff between the PGA Tour and its Saudi-backed rival has divided the sport, frustrating fans and players alike.



No players attended the meeting, the people said, though several have been in other meetings about the deal. A 
report
 that Tiger Woods was New York spurred speculation about his presence, but one of the people said Woods was in town for a 
golf event
 supporting his foundation.



Plans for the meeting came together within the past week, with the hope that an in-person gathering would generate some momentum, the people said.



When they met in 
June
, the PGA Tour and Saudi wealth fund signed a nonbinding letter of intent that effectively laid out the broad strokes of a potential deal. In a bid to head off potential antitrust concerns, the sides have shared a draft of that document with the Justice Department, two of the people said. A spokeswoman for the Justice Department declined to comment.



The two sides have 
discussed a deal
 that would call for the Saudi wealth fund to invest $1.5 billion in a commercial arm created by the PGA Tour and a U.S. investment group. That is the same amount initially committed to the tour 
by the U.S. investors,
 which include Fenway Sports Group, the parent company of the Boston Red Sox and Liverpool Football Club; and billionaires like Steven Cohen, the New York Mets owner.



But other major questions about the agreement have held talks up, and the two sides blew through an initial deadline to complete it by the end of last year. The issues include how to combine tournament schedules, the role of the Saudi wealth fund on a PGA Tour board and how to craft a deal that would bypass regulatory scrutiny. The latter matter is particularly thorny because of the fact that the PGA Tour and LIV Golf are rivals, raising significant concerns that a merger could be anticompetitive.



Political scrutiny of the deal has also not abated. The talks have provoked outrage from many politicians and critics who say it is an attempt by the Saudi government to distract people from its human rights record.



The fact that Tuesday's meeting was held in New York the day before the 
anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, attack on the World Trade Center
 also spurred criticism.



"It is disgusting, unacceptable and incredibly painful" that the PGA Tour "would do this -- especially now," 9/11 Justice, a group of survivors and their supporters, said in a statement 
Tuesday
.



The timing was a coincidence resulting from the quick manner in which the meeting was scheduled, the people familiar with the matter said.



Despite the lack of an agreement, there have been signs of progress. Two of the PGA Tour's biggest stars, Rory McIlroy and Scottie Scheffler, are set to face two of LIV's best players, Bryson DeChambeau and Brooks Koepka, in a match in December.



"In a way, hopefully it is a sign for things to come," McIlroy 
told ITV News
 of the event. McIlroy was named to a transaction committee tasked with negotiating the deal in May. "For golf to be as strong as it can be, we need all the best players competing against each other more often, and not just four times a year at the majors."



Jay Monahan, the PGA Tour commissioner, said in Atlanta last month that the tour and the Saudi fund were in "regular dialogue" and that they were "the right people at the table with the right mind-set."



At the time, he said he was "hopeful" about the direction of the talks.
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Trump Media's Stock Plunges After Debate



Shares of the parent company of Truth Social, which have traded like a proxy for former President Donald Trump's election prospects, set a new low for the year.



By Matthew Goldstein


Sep 11, 2024


Wall Street gave a thumbs down to former President Donald J. Trump's debate performance on Tuesday night, judging by early trading on Wednesday in shares of his social media company.



Shares of Trump Media & Technology Group, the parent company of Truth Social, fell more than 12 percent on the day after the debate between Mr. Trump and 
Vice President Kamala Harris
.



Since Trump Media's debut on Wall Street in March, the company's stock has traded as something of a proxy for Mr. Trump's prospects in the November presidential election. Commentators, including members of Mr. Trump's Republican Party, concluded that Ms. Harris put Mr. Trump on the defensive and 
provoked him into veering off message
.



If the premarket trading were to hold after the official open of trading in New York, shares of Trump Media would fall to their lowest level since the money-losing company went public in March, after its merger with a cash-rich shell company called Digital World Acquisition Corp.



On the day of the debate, shares of Trump Media had rallied somewhat, although the stock is 
down more than 70 percent
 from its post-merger closing high.



The sell-off in shares of Trump Media has come at an inauspicious time for Mr. Trump, who owns about 57 percent of the company's stock. In just over a week, on Sept. 19, a provision that prohibits him and other large shareholders from selling stock is set to expire.



Mr. Trump's shares were worth about $2 billion at the market close on Tuesday. Trump Media's falling share price has reduced the paper value of his stake in recent months by about $4 billion. The trading on Wednesday trimmed another $200 million or so from the value of his stake.



Mr. Trump 
now faces a decision
: Should he start selling some shares to cash in now or hold them, at least until after the election? If he were sell, a flood of new shares in the market could put more pressure on the stock and risk alienating some of his most loyal supporters -- the more than 600,000 individual investors who are Trump Media shareholders.
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Guest Essay



'Trump Brought Darkness; Harris Brought Light': 14 Writers on Who Won the Presidential Debate








By New York Times Opinion


Sep 11, 2024


Times Opinion asked 14 of our columnists and contributors to watch the presidential debate on Tuesday night and assess who won and who lost. We also asked them to weigh in on the quality of the debate. Were the candidates inspiring, or was their face-off a depressing sign of everything that's wrong with American politics?



Here's what our columnists and contributors thought of the event. In a new feature, readers can score the debate, too, by dropping a pin on the scorecard to see how they stack up against other readers, as well as our contributors.



Who won and why



Kristen Soltis Anderson, contributing Opinion writer
 The debate was in some ways more substantive than I expected, but the bar was dreadfully low. Kamala Harris has sought to avoid being tied to the current state of affairs in our country by treating Donald Trump as the de facto incumbent, as he has dominated the unpleasantness of the past decade of our politics. Trump repeatedly aided her in that quest Tuesday night.



Binyamin Appelbaum, member of the editorial board 
Harris. She kept Trump on the defensive for much of the night, and she was effective in communicating that Trump is both dangerous and ridiculous. Where she continues to struggle is in making the case for Kamala Harris.



Josh Barro, author of the newsletter Very Serious 
Harris was well prepared, forward-looking and -- unlike Hillary Clinton in 2016 -- effective at positioning herself as more in touch with ordinary Americans than Trump. He was rambling, bitter and too distracted to drive home his strongest attacks or effectively tie Harris to President Biden's record.



Charles M. Blow, Times columnist 
This was a clear win for Harris. She needled Trump, rebutted and debunked him and still offered a positive message and vision for America's future. Trump brought darkness; Harris brought light.



Jamelle Bouie, Times columnist 
Harris won for the simple reason that she demonstrated poise and intelligence in the face of a belligerent and basically incoherent Trump. Were there points when she could have given stronger answers? Of course. But on balance, she excelled, and Trump flailed.



Michelle Cottle, political writer for Opinion 
Harris stayed composed and forcefully prosecuted her case while burrowing deep, deep under Trump's skin. She had him ranting and babbling pretty much from the jump. I kept expecting him to have a rage-induced nosebleed.



Liam Donovan, Republican strategist 
Harris stopped short of closing the deal with the audience at home, but she successfully baited Trump into self-indulgent, spittle-flecked tangents that squandered a prime opportunity to sow doubts about his opponent.



Ross Douthat, Times columnist 
Harris started out with a quaver in her voice and never found her way to much of an affirmative policy case for her candidacy, but she did find her way to a smooth prosecutorial style that pushed Trump, again and again, away from his case against the Biden record and back into his distinctive blend of grievance and vainglory. Trump had some good moments, and it wasn't a rout, but she was as disciplined and effective as we've seen her, and he was much too much himself.








David French, Times columnist 
Harris won, and it wasn't close. That doesn't mean this debate will be decisive (the nation is too closely divided, and we're too far from Election Day to make that judgment), but Harris accomplished everything she wanted to accomplish. She was poised, confident and passionate. By contrast, Trump grew steadily angrier and more conspiratorial as the night went on. It was as if Harris had been debating an avatar for MAGA Twitter and not a former president of the United States.



Matt Labash, author of the newsletter Slack Tide 
Harris started tight and tepid and grew into her prosecutorial best self. She had a lot of material to work with. Trump started utterly assured, as he always is about the lies he tells (he has plenty of practice), and grew ever shakier as the night wore on. A nervous, tangelo-colored man.



Katherine Mangu-Ward, editor of Reason 
Harris did a better job of formulating coherent sentences, which wasn't a given. (Though she did not answer many of the questions.) Many of Trump's comments were intelligible only to those who are already heavily invested in the MAGA corners of the internet. But let's be honest, they're not sending their best.



Daniel McCarthy, editor of the periodical Modern Age 
By staking ground as the outsider candidate, Trump won. He emphasized his willingness to fire officials who performed badly, while Harris boasted about a long line of establishment Republicans who have endorsed her, including Dick Cheney. If Washington needs profound change, it won't come from the vice president.



Pamela Paul, Times columnist 
Harris was authoritative, genuine and persuasive. She articulated American values with eloquence. Her attacks were extremely effective. Trump hated -- his face twisted with fury -- that she called him "weak" and mocked his rallies. When it came to sparring, her amused contempt won over Trump's frowns and scowls.



Lydia Polgreen, Times columnist 
Did Trump have a strategy in this debate? If he did, there was no evidence of it. He failed to land any blows on Harris, who smiled, shook her head and stayed above the fray while skillfully avoiding any sharp questions on her shifting positions. It was a strong performance by Harris that was made much more effective by a disastrous one from Trump.



Most pivotal moment



Anderson 
When he spent the opening of his first answer on immigration -- a topic he should have nailed -- taking the bait and giving an answer on rally crowd size, it was clear how the night would go.



Appelbaum 
When Harris called out Trump for endangering the health of pregnant women and for denying women autonomy over their own lives and bodies, it was evident that she spoke from a place of deep conviction and moral clarity.



Barro 
Every moment when obvious bait was dangled in front of Trump and he ate it -- most memorably when Harris got him to defend how interesting his rallies are but also when he took the moderators' invitations to again dispute the 2020 election result and defend the honor of the Jan. 6 rioters. All the time he spent doing this was time he wasn't tying Harris to the Biden record. "I was disappointed, frankly, that she was not pressed more on that, on the record of the last three and a half years," Senator Marco Rubio said on ABC after the debate. Whose fault was that but Trump's own?



Blow 
Harris turning the tables on Trump, painting this faux strongman as weak and telling him that Vladimir Putin would "eat you for lunch." She baited him, threw him off, then punched him.



Bouie 
When Harris mentioned their respective crowd sizes. That, more than anything, sent Trump into a spiral from which he couldn't recover.



Cottle 
Trump was on his heels the entire time. On abortion, energy, Gaza -- you name it -- he sounded like your unhinged grandpa. And the split screen really worked to Harris's benefit: When listening to Trump, she wore a look that mixed concern and puzzlement to telegraph, "This man is not well."








Donovan 
Harris's segue from immigration and border security to Trump's rallies managed to short-circuit the moderators' desire to draw out the topic further, neutralizing her biggest vulnerability and transforming the conversation into an indignant debate over crowd size. A perfect encapsulation of the night.



Douthat 
Harris found her rhetorical footing on abortion, but it was when she pivoted into a dig on Trump's rally sizes that she showed she could bait him.



French 
When she mocked his rallies. That changed the entire dynamic of the debate. She baited him, and he responded with the most unhinged screed of the night. "In Springfield," he said, "they're eating the dogs. The people that came in -- they're eating the cats. They're eating the pets of the people that live there." She was in control of the debate from that moment forward, and I've not seen anyone truly control a debate with Trump.



Labash
 Trump's nondefense of his behavior on Jan. 6 was so ridiculous -- he tried to change the subject to illegal immigration at one point, as if disgruntled Mexicans had invaded the Capitol at his behest -- that even if Harris had stumbled out drunk and dribbled down her blouse, Trump still might have lost the debate for himself.



Mangu-Ward 
Harris successfully poked Trump in the softest part of his underbelly: his rallies. He never fully recovered his equilibrium. Here's how much time he wasted reacting to her jab about his crowds: "People don't go to her rallies. There's no reason to go. And the people that do go, she's busing them in and paying them to be there and then showing them in a different light, so she can't talk about that. People don't leave my rallies. We have the biggest rallies, the most incredible rallies in the history of politics."



McCarthy 
Winning the coin toss before the debate even began set up the most pivotal moment, which was Trump's closing question for Harris, asking why she and the administration in which she serves haven't already done the things she promises to do.



Paul 
Trump cited his friendly relations with Putin and the praise he has gotten from Viktor Orban, both autocrats. Harris explained that they wanted him in power because they know "they can flatter you and manipulate you." In one swoop, he showed how naive, ignorant and dangerous he would be for American foreign policy.



Polgreen 
It was when she slipped in a mention of crowd sizes early in the debate -- a test of his discipline. And he took the bait, hook, line and sinker. From that moment, everything seemed to unfold on her terms, not his. She just laid blow after blow, pointing out that he had done everything from praising Putin and Xi Jinping to inviting the Taliban to Camp David. Harris was relentless but did it with a smile.



Something small but revealing ...



Anderson 
He clearly saw her 
tell Mike Pence
 "I'm speaking" in their debate four years ago. It must have stuck with Trump, given that he tried to use a similar line himself.



Appelbaum 
Trump kept describing the United States as a failing nation. His candidacy remains the best evidence for that claim. The Republican candidate for president of the United States baldly asserted on national television that doctors are executing babies after birth. He said that immigrants are stealing and eating Americans' pet dogs and cats. He defended the rioters who attacked the Capitol on Jan. 6. Even if he loses the election, this debate was a reminder -- though, frankly, one we didn't need -- that our democracy has big problems.



Barro 
The Polymarket prediction market (in which people outside the United States bet money on the election outcome) moved three points toward Harris during the debate. This strikes me as an overreaction -- few debates are pivotal enough to decide an election -- but it reflects a clear verdict that Harris won this one.








Blow 
"They're eating the dogs. The people that came in -- they're eating the cats." When Harris got under Trump's skin, which was strategic, he fell back on anger and conspiracy theories. There is no evidence that Haitian immigrants are eating pets.



Bouie 
Trump's recapitulation of his running mate's smears against Haitian immigrants in Ohio is a sign that the former president is marinating in a right-wing media ecosystem that, along with his own incapacities, renders him unable to perceive reality.



Cottle 
So many magical moments. But let's go with Trump using Orban as a character witness. Trump clearly thinks "strongman" is a compliment.



Donovan 
Harris plugging her fossil fuel bona fides in must-win Pennsylvania, playing up the largest increase of domestic oil production in history on the Biden administration's watch.



Douthat 
Harris talking up Dick and Liz Cheney's endorsements and then attacking Trump for hosting the Taliban at Camp David, while Trump promised to end the bloodshed in Ukraine and warned about the risk of a World War III: We've come a long way from the George W. Bush era.



French 
The split screen. The difference between a dour, glaring Trump and the much younger Harris was obvious, and her laughter at his lies was its own form of rebuttal. The contrast with the last debate, when Biden sometimes appeared frozen or confused, could not have been more profound.



Labash 
While Harris constantly looked at Trump, usually with disbelief and mockery in her best Maya Rudolph style, even when she was laying down the hardest accusations about him (dictators love him, his military staffers loathed him), by my count, Trump almost never looked at Harris. I'm guessing because he's afraid of facing her, much as he is of facing the truth about himself.



Mangu-Ward 
Harris tried to hit Trump on his bonkers, economy-destroying plan to impose an up to 20 percent tariff on imported goods. But by calling it a sales tax, she dumbed it down too much to land. Still, he didn't mount a strong defense.



McCarthy 
Harris's lectern was too short, accentuating how much smaller she is.



Paul 
Trump's one-liners often sounded like unintentional jokes: "I have been a leader on fertilization." "They're eating the dogs. The people that came in -- they're eating the cats." "Where is our president? We don't even know if he's our president." But his one-liners also made clear his re-election would be no joke: "Our elections are bad." "We have a nation that is dying." "They respect me. They don't respect Biden."



Polgreen 
I was not especially surprised that Trump repeated a vile lie about Haitian immigrants eating cats, but the embrace of what is essentially a blood libel by a major party candidate for president should shock us. It is being waved off in many quarters as just more of the same, but to me, it represents the crossing of a line. This is disgusting gutter stuff, and it is a measure of Trump's desperation that he grasped for it.



Charles M. Blow, Jamelle Bouie, Ross Douthat, David French, Pamela Paul and Lydia Polgreen are Times columnists.



Kristen Soltis Anderson is a contributing Opinion writer, a Republican pollster and the author of "The Selfie Vote."



Binyamin Appelbaum is a member of the editorial board.



Josh Barro writes the newsletter 
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 and is the host of the podcast "
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Michelle Cottle writes about national politics for Opinion and is a host of the podcast "Matter of Opinion."



Liam Donovan is a senior political strategist at Bracewell who previously worked for the National Republican Senatorial Committee. He is also a host of the "Lobby Shop" podcast.



Matt Labash, formerly a national correspondent at The Weekly Standard, is the author of "Fly Fishing With Darth Vader" and writes the newsletter 
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Guest Essay



The World Isn't Ready for What Comes After I.V.F.








By Ari Schulman


Sep 09, 2024


There was immediate backlash when Alabama's Supreme Court ruled in February that embryos created through in vitro fertilization qualified as children under the state's wrongful death law. But it was a backlash as much from the right as from the left: The state's overwhelmingly Republican government took just weeks to pass a law to shield fertility clinics from liability when embryos are damaged or destroyed.



As a cultural question, it seemed the fight over I.V.F. was over before it began. In May, 
82 percent
 of Americans polled by Gallup said they believe I.V.F. is morally acceptable. In response to public pressure, Donald Trump 
recently promised
 to defend I.V.F. with federal protections and even a theoretical mandate that health insurance pay for it.



This wasn't inevitable. A generation ago, bioethicists fought over whether assisted reproductive technology would be normalized or made taboo. Now there's strong public consensus that it should be not only tolerated but also celebrated.



But this may be a temporary lull. With major technological advances in childbearing on the horizon, what was once hypothetical is becoming plausible, setting the stage for a new and potentially tumultuous shift in the cultural mood about assisted reproduction.



Consider in vitro gametogenesis, or I.V.G., a technology under development that would allow the creation of eggs or sperm from ordinary body tissue, like skin cells. Men could become genetic mothers, women could be fathers, and people could be the offspring of one, three, four or any number of parents.



The first baby born via I.V.G. is most likely still a ways off -- one 
researcher predicts
 it will be five to 10 years until the first fertilization attempt, although timelines for new biotech are often optimistic. But the bioethicist 
Henry Greely
, noting the benefits of allowing same-sex couples to have genetic offspring and I.V.F. parents to pick the most genetically desirable of dozens or even hundreds of embryos, predicts that eventually a vast majority of pregnancies in the United States may arise from this kind of technology. Debora L. Spar, 
writing
 about I.V.G. for Times Opinion in 2020, echoes the view that such advances seem inevitable: "We fret about designer babies or the possibility of some madman hatching Frankenstein in his backyard. Then we discover that it's just the nice couple next door."



But once a technology like I.V.G. enters the public view, will the sentiment about reproductive technologies stay settled? After all, Americans sometimes make surprising turns against technologies they once embraced, and we are in the mood for backlash today. Disenchanted with smartphones for kids, social media, nuclear power and processed food, Americans' former faith in technology to solve the oldest human frustrations has recently frayed. A turning against reproductive technology could be next -- not least because Silicon Valley, the focal point of much of today's criticism, is getting more involved.



Classical-liberal critics of assisted reproductive technology, among whom I count myself, argue that it can unethically turn the arrival of a child, which should be considered a gift, into a project. We undertake projects to realize our own ambitions. We exert control, select useful material to meet desired outcomes and throw out waste.



The irony of the science fiction story "Gattaca" is that the most oppressed character was not the one at a biological disadvantage, but the one whose parents' designs for him were forever written into his biology. His life was not fully his own.



It's remarkable that this idea is so omnipresent in our culture and yet has little to no purchase in how we think about today's reproductive technologies. Preimplantation genetic diagnosis is a procedure that analyzes I.V.F. embryos and lets technicians discard those with genetic abnormalities, like Down syndrome, or pick those with a desired trait, like male over female. Sex-selective abortion, widely practiced in India and China, is already making real a genetic overclass (boys) and a discardable underclass (girls). Then there is what my colleague Brendan Foht calls "
kinship engineering
" -- egg and sperm donation, surrogacy and mitochondrial replacement therapy, which are billed as fertility treatments or as medical therapies, but actually ensure desired kinship relationships.



Though these practices satisfy the preferences of parents, the fertility industry frames its services in the language of gift-giving, particularly egg donation and surrogacy -- both to the women supplying the eggs and the parents seeking them. The technologies we already have for selecting children's traits are likewise broadly seen in our culture as ways of providing children with the gift of the best possible life.



But what happens when the figures most associated in the public mind with pushing for reproductive technologies switch from the nice couple next door to Silicon Valley tech overlords?



Consider the recent attention to 
Elon Musk's pronatalist ambitions
, especially his desire for "smart people" to have more children, his reported extensive use of I.V.F. and surrogacy, and serving as a sperm donor to live up to his word. Even amid a discourse overwhelmingly committed to liberalization of reproductive technology, it is striking how willing commentators have been to recognize something here that is just ... well, weird.



It could be a portent of more to come. The Information recently 
reported
 on how billionaires like Sam Altman, Peter Thiel and Brian Armstrong are "behind a boom in fertility tech startups developing sophisticated embryonic testing, sperm freezing -- even artificial wombs." The subtext is unmistakable: Just imagine the headlines if the first baby born from an artificial womb is not to a sympathetic middle-class couple unable to conceive after a hysterectomy but to a polycule of tech gurus with designs of populating a seasteading colony.



Or imagine that a public already steeped in angst about emerging technology simply responds to I.V.G., and its prospect of making children from a man's egg or a woman's sperm, not as a warm extension of the human experience but as a radical break from it, a project too far. The public has reacted this way before, in overwhelmingly 
rejecting cloning
.



If we find these scenarios plausible, even just as thought experiments, it tells us that the prophets of inevitability are wrong, and the public mood toward assisted reproduction could still turn sour. But we shouldn't wait for the messiness of a tech backlash. Instead, we must let ourselves see the little ways that we are already living in the world sci-fi writers imagined -- a world where we persuade ourselves that designing children to match our dreams is something we do for them rather than for us -- and begin setting limits now.



Ari Schulman is the editor of The New Atlantis: A Journal of Technology & Society.
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Guest Essay



The Taliban's Gender Apartheid Is a Crime








By Metra Mehran


Sep 09, 2024


Ever since the Taliban retook control of Afghanistan in 2021 with 
promises
 that -- this time -- they would be more moderate, they have played a deceitful game.



The Taliban government has introduced one decree after another, 
incrementally stripping away
 the rights of women and girls to education, employment, justice, freedom of speech and movement, and it has 
progressively
 criminalized their existence outside the home. Taliban leaders reached a new low last month when they published a 
suite of rules
 that, among other restrictions, makes it 
illegal
 for a woman's voice to be heard by male strangers in public.



Each new tightening of the screw has sparked international condemnation -- but no real consequences for the Taliban. The mullahs merely wait for the outrage to subside before 
further entrenching
 their misogynist rule, undeterred by criticism, the threat of repercussions for violating international laws or even the 
risk
 of losing 
badly needed
 humanitarian aid.



But a potential new international treaty covering the prevention and punishment of crimes against humanity may finally provide the world with more legal and diplomatic leverage -- and a new way to hold the Taliban to account for the repression it has unleashed upon millions of women in Afghanistan. This is an opportunity that cannot be wasted.



In October, a 
U.N. General Assembly legal committee
 will meet to decide whether the treaty should move forward to the stage of formal negotiations. The effort to create a better tool for prosecuting 
crimes against humanity
 has gained momentum because of growing alarm over conflicts in places such as Myanmar, Ukraine and Gaza, and the treaty includes a 
proposal
 to criminalize "gender apartheid."



Fueled by the Taliban's actions, the notion of making persons and states that implement gender apartheid liable for criminal prosecution has 
gained
 
global
 
traction
. Last October, I joined nearly 
100 prominent organizations, jurists and individuals
, including the Nobel laureate Malala Yousafzai, Hillary Clinton and Gloria Steinem, in signing a legal brief that defines gender apartheid as the institutionalized, systematic subjugation of one gender. The brief urges U.N. member states to codify it as a crime against humanity in the proposed treaty. Many countries have indicated support for the proposal.



There is no better way to describe what Afghanistan's women face than gender apartheid. Over the past three years, the Taliban have issued 
dozens of edicts
 curtailing or eliminating the basic rights of women and girls, while abolishing laws and agencies that were dedicated to protecting those rights. The former Ministry of Women's Affairs, for example, 
was disbanded
 by the Taliban and its building handed over to a reinstated Ministry for the Propagation of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, which enforces the current government's hard-line interpretation of Shariah law.



Today, even when a woman is accompanied outdoors by a male relative as required by law, judgments on the legality of her dress, behavior -- and now even her voice -- are at the total discretion of the Taliban's ever-present morality enforcers. If one of them deems that a violation has occurred, a woman can be taken into custody, where many have reportedly been subjected to 
torture and rape
. Afghanistan's women now suffer from one of the world's 
highest rates of gender-based violence,
 according to the United Nations. Women who complain about such violence have been 
sent to prison
.



Women are now effectively confined at home and to the only roles deemed by the mullahs to be appropriate for them: caregiving and childbearing. Since men 
can be punished
 by the Taliban if their female family members break the rules, women are, in practice, under the strict control of their own male relatives. All of this is counterproductive for the nation: By banning women from working outside the home, including as aid workers, the Taliban are harming the country's economy and compounding its severe humanitarian crisis.



The Taliban's new rules drag women even deeper into an abyss that seems to have no bottom. Besides muzzling women in public, the rules require women to completely conceal their faces and bodies and place new restrictions on their freedom of movement. I left Afghanistan after Kabul fell to the Taliban in 2021, but my work as an activist in exile keeps me in contact with many women still there who tell me that the latest rules add to the hurdles they face in accessing even their most basic needs. As one woman recently said to me, even speaking to a shopkeeper to buy food is fraught when her voice is now considered "awrah" -- a term referring to the intimate parts of the body that must be concealed to avoid tempting and morally corrupting others.



The codification of gender apartheid in international law will of course not automatically eliminate the crime, and bringing perpetrators to account will not be easy. But it's an important first step toward providing victims and the global community with legal pathways to hold violators responsible and to deter other governments from committing the same crimes.



Beyond the legal aspect, international recognition of gender apartheid as a crime against humanity would have great moral power. The global condemnation of South Africa's former apartheid regime galvanized political, legal, and social resistance efforts that ultimately contributed to that system's demise and later resulted in racial apartheid being classified as a crime against humanity under the International Criminal Court.



There is still much work to be done. If the U.N. committee agrees to move the treaty to the next phase, a range of legal and other issues will have to be worked out, including the potential inclusion of gender apartheid as a crime, and the treaty would need to be ratified internationally.



Several countries
 already have expressed in previous committee meetings their openness to codifying gender apartheid as a crime against humanity. For this to become a legal reality, many more nations will need to step up and join in solidarity with the women of Afghanistan, particularly those countries that claim to be leaders on women's rights or have female heads of state.



The alternative is to continue on the current path, in which the world wrings its hands but essentially does nothing to stop the Taliban from rendering Afghanistan's women faceless, silent and invisible.



Metra Mehran (
@Metra_Mehran
) is an activist from Afghanistan currently in exile in the United States. She is an adviser to the 
End Gender Apartheid Campaign
.
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Charles M. Blow



Harris Outwitted Trump, but Will That Sway Undecided Voters?








By Charles M. Blow


Sep 11, 2024


Being drunk on hubris and narcissism is the surest way to lose a confrontation to a clever, clearheaded opponent. It's a story that's been repeated throughout history.



Napoleon was a cocksure emperor and commander, a skilled battle tactician who became a master of 
propaganda
 in service of his own legend. In 1812, he invaded Russia, but in that campaign, his military innovating failed him.



The Russians used attrition warfare, retreating as Napoleon's armies advanced, his supply lines unable to adequately keep up. By the time the French occupied Moscow, the Russians had Napoleon on their turf and the brutal Russian winter approaching. Napoleon entered Russia with hundreds of thousands of troops. He withdrew with only a fraction surviving.



It was a historic humbling, a staggering miscalculation that still resonates.



I kept thinking about this episode during Tuesday night's debate as Donald Trump -- also a cocksure propagandist, who has in many ways reshaped politics in this country -- was repeatedly outmaneuvered by Kamala Harris, in part because his strategies have become predictable and his weaknesses well known.



Trump has spent weeks 
trying to cast
 Harris as "crazy," "weak" and "incompetent" with a "low I.Q." He has denigrated her so often that he appeared utterly unprepared to face off against a woman who was both shrewd and strategic.



Harris laid traps on Tuesday night and Trump kept walking into them. A perfect 
example
: After she said that "people start leaving his rallies early out of exhaustion and boredom," he was champing at the bit to retort, saying, "People don't go to her rallies. There's no reason to go," adding, "People don't leave my rallies. We have the biggest rallies, the most incredible rallies in the history of politics."



Apart from the obvious, that her rallies have been large and rollicking, the exchange perfectly underscored the ease with which Trump can be goaded. It was almost -- almost -- a surprise to see how easy it was for the vice president to get him to reveal his complete lack of message discipline.



The genius of her approach was to constantly have him chase her, only for her to pivot again and again from his meanderings to her portrait of an American future guided by her plans, values and optimism.



Trump never made an adjustment. Maybe he couldn't. Whatever the reason, it led to a disastrous night for him.



Harris's rage-baiting of Trump forced him to descend into a reliance on some of MAGA's most divisive set pieces: the notion that some Democrats favor allowing abortion to include killing babies after they've been born; claims that Haitian immigrants are eating people's pets.



The Trump we saw on the debate stage should concern us all, and not just for the usual reasons. He should worry us because we saw how easy it is to emotionally manipulate him and how hard it is for him to self-regulate.



We saw how dictators around the world would be able -- are able -- to sway him. When Harris said to Trump that Vladimir Putin would "eat you for lunch," anyone watching the debate with any remotely objective sense really had no choice but to credit the comment because we were watching Harris eat Trump's lunch.



So what happens now?



In many ways, Trump's base of support is set. His core constituents had long since made their peace with his lying and rambling. And many of his voters, including those whom my Opinion colleague Kristen Soltis Anderson recently described as "
begrudging Trump voters
," seem to have either priced in or affirmatively embraced his shortcomings and even his criminal convictions.



By contrast, it was pretty clear that going into the debate, Harris had room to increase her support: A New York Times/Siena College 
poll
 published this week found that more than a quarter of likely voters felt they needed to learn more about her. Many of them will still want to know more about her positions on specific issues -- Harris delved into some of that on Tuesday, but not, as Opinion editor Kathleen Kingsbury 
noted
, to great degree.



But what voters did learn about her during the debate was that the ways that Trump has repeatedly, disparagingly described her were false. Whether or not you agree with her or plan to vote for her, it was evident that she is quite sharp and quite capable. She never backed down or got pushed around. She was a candidate in control of herself, the stage and the moment.



This debate isn't likely to drastically alter the race; it will probably maintain its current momentum and trajectory, and I think that, in and of itself, favors Harris. The race is too close to call, but on Tuesday, Harris was the clear victor. Trump, on the other hand, left no doubt about his limitations.



He may not have met his Waterloo, but he more than met his match.
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letters



Harris vs. Trump: Assessing a Fierce Debate



Readers analyze the candidates' performances, the moderators, the likely impact and claims of pet-eating.




A presidential watch party at Temple University in Philadelphia on Tuesday.



Sep 11, 2024


To the Editor:



Re "
Harris Dominates as Trump Gets Defensive: 6 Takeaways From the Debate
" (nytimes.com, Sept. 11):



Voters who wanted Kamala Harris to use her debate performance to define herself and articulate her vision for our country should not be disappointed.



Although both participants dodged questions, the vice president was powerful and persuasive while Donald Trump was uniformly unfocused and angry. She kept her cool throughout and did not allow him to bait or rattle her.



Ms. Harris was most compelling on the issue of abortion rights, and the question posed to the candidates about it served to illustrate how Donald Trump has been all over the map in attempting to articulate a position. He made the bizarre assertion that Ms. Harris would support "executing" a baby that has just emerged from the womb.



Mr. Trump was more civil than what one might have expected, but he distorted and lied as he always does, and went off on bizarre tangents, such as his assertion that migrants who have overrun a city 
are eating residents' pets
, a charge for which there is no evidence.



Whether or not there should be another debate, this Harris supporter is very pleased with her performance and believes that it bodes well for her prospects in the general election.



Oren Spiegler
Peters Township, Pa.



To the Editor:



Kamala Harris proved a worthy opponent, although considering the last debate, that is a very low bar. The vice president came across as human and relatable, but this is not a popularity contest, and she fell short by repeating her basic campaign platform. She was strongest on abortion, but that was by and large an appeal to emotion.



I have to admit that Donald Trump made me laugh a few times (illegal immigrants are eating pet dogs and cats in Springfield, Ohio?), and he hit hard against President Biden. Whatever one may think of him and his policies, he came across as less scripted than Kamala Harris. He was strong on immigration and foreign policy, and Ms. Harris, although appealing to decency and human values, never really answered him effectively on these two issues.



All in all, they both did well, but I doubt if the needle moved in one direction or another for either candidate.



Alexander Goldstein
Brooklyn



To the Editor:



Whether or not Kamala Harris won any voters with her performance Tuesday night remains to be seen, but her ability to push the former president's buttons and goad him into making preposterous statements does raise the question that if she could do this to him in a debate setting, can you imagine what leaders like Vladimir Putin or Xi Jinping could do to manipulate him if they set their minds to it?



Michael Scott
San Francisco



To the Editor:



This debate was an overwhelming drubbing of the convicted felon. Vice President Kamala Harris handed a deranged, lying former president a stunning defeat.



The vice president did this by presenting a vision of hope and positivity, and being crystal clear, while Donald Trump tried to demean every good thing President Biden and Ms. Harris accomplished, calling them "the worst president, the worst vice president in the history of our country."



Ms. Harris's expressions were a weapon as she looked at Mr. Trump while saying that military leaders called him "a disgrace." Mr. Trump couldn't even look at Ms. Harris, and spent much of the debate scowling and ranting.



If America wanted to know who is and who is not fit to be president, it got its answer loud and clear Tuesday night.



Henry A. Lowenstein
New York



To the Editor:



The debate was a 90-minute-plus cacophony of unrelenting accusations, ad hominem attacks, charges and countercharges between two combatants, neither of whom would yield an inch in condemning the other to the extreme as unfit, incompetent, disgraceful, divisive or corrupt.



Regardless of the question or the issue at hand, both candidates, rather than addressing it in a truly substantive and edifying manner, reflexively pivoted to zealously disparaging each other ad nauseam. In actuality this was not a debate; it was a corrosive slugfest, one that will, in all likelihood, only serve to solidify the deeply divided state of the nation.



I'm not sure who won the night, but I know who lost out: those Americans who were hoping that their concerns regarding the next four years would be the focus of the evening's discourse, as opposed to the hard-core verbal pugilism that was on display in Philadelphia.



Mark Godes
Chelsea, Mass.



To the Editor:



Donald Trump is insulting the intelligence of his followers by assuming they will believe that killing newborn babies is legal and that Haitian immigrants are eating people's pets. Of more concern is the fact that he seems to believe this tripe. Very unpresidential.



Mary Ann Handel
Hulls Cove, Maine



To the Editor:



David Muir and Linsey Davis
 did a better job moderating ABC's presidential debate than I had expected, but they did come off as an anti-Trump tag team. They asked both candidates challenging questions but followed up mainly with Donald Trump when he bobbed and weaved.



While they confronted Kamala Harris with flip-flopping on positions like fracking and the border, they demonstrated their bias by letting her get away with canned answers that sometimes failed to deliver. When it came to pointed follow-up questions, they held only Mr. Trump's feet to the fire.



As a former debate judge, I thought it was clear whose side they were on.



Lance Voorhees
Livermore, Calif.



To the Editor:



From the moment Kamala Harris walked in and strode to Donald Trump's lectern and forced him to accept her outstretched handshake right up to her closing statement, which included a simple heartfelt query to the American people, "Are you OK?," Ms. Harris was cool, classy, caring, confident and convincing.



She didn't just win the debate; she probably won the hearts of many independents and the undecided.



Her commanding performance was confirmed by 
Taylor Swift's prompt endorsemen
t of Ms. Harris on Instagram to her 280 million-plus followers as soon as the debate concluded.



Jack Nargundkar
Cary, N.C.



To the Editor:



Donald Trump debated on his record while Kamala Harris made it clear that she's running away from her record of inflation, illegal migration, rampant crime, two new wars, warfare against political enemies of President Biden, divisive racial policies and high taxes.



Carl A. Merz
West Hartford, Conn.



To the Editor:



I don't know why Kamala Harris will not just say that fracking is unfortunately necessary at this time in our history in order to maintain the health of our economy, but that to have any safe and healthy future for ourselves, our children and future generations we must continue to move as quickly as possible to a sustainable future not dependent on carbon-based fuels.



And that is her answer to fracking.



Philip Van Keuren
Dallas



To the Editor:



Yes, the debate was in the crucial swing state of Pennsylvania, but instead of just proclaiming her support for fracking, Vice President Kamala Harris should have argued for the urgent necessity of ending the use of the fossil fuels that Donald Trump enthusiastically supports.



Likewise, instead of just defending this administration's record on immigration against Mr. Trump's vicious lies about immigrants who commit crimes and eat pets, she should have reminded people that, aside from Native Americans, most of us are descended from immigrants, who have built and continue to benefit our country in myriad ways.



Laura Myerson
Brooklyn



To the Editor:



Some may call Donald Trump an off-the-rails conspiracy theorist nut job, but I talked to my cat Jack this morning, and Jack told me there were at least 21 million illegal immigrants (I think it was probably more) in the backyard last night trying to eat him. The solution is to start arming pets. I am surprised that Donald Trump, stable genius that he is, didn't suggest it.



Stanley Woolner
St. Paul, Minn.



To the Editor:



If you were on the fence about a presidential candidate in 2024, you should have no problem now.



Frank DiMarco
Goleta, Calif.
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North Korean Missiles Rain Down on Ukraine Despite Sanctions



Russia has received new shipments of Hwasong-11 short-range ballistic missiles, according to a new report.




Part of the tail section of a North Korean Hwasong-11 short-range ballistic missile examined by weapons investigators in Kyiv on Jan. 11.




By John Ismay


Sep 11, 2024


North Korea has continued to supply advanced short-range ballistic missiles to Russia in defiance of sanctions meant to prevent Pyongyang from developing such weapons and Moscow from importing them, according to a report by a weapons research group.



Remnants of four of the missiles, which are called Hwasong-11, were examined in Kyiv by investigators from 
Conflict Armament Research
, an independent group based in Britain that identifies and tracks weapons and ammunition used in wars around the world.



That team decoded production markings on several parts from each missile collected by Ukrainian authorities.



A Hwasong-11 missile used in an Aug. 18 attack on Kyiv had markings showing that it was made this year. Internal parts from three others, which were used in attacks in July and August, lacked markings that would indicate when they were manufactured.



The researchers 
released those findings in a report
 on Wednesday.



In early January, the White House accused North Korea 
of providing ballistic missiles to Russia
, but subsequent shipments had not been previously reported.



The Hwasong-11 missile has a range of about 430 miles and can be fitted with nuclear or conventional warheads, according to 
a U.S. Army report
. It is visually similar to the Russian Iskander short-range ballistic missile and may have been made with foreign assistance, 
according to
 the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington think tank.




Remnants of a motor used to guide a North Korean Hwasong-11 short-range ballistic missile used in an attack on Ukraine on Aug. 6. 




"The determination of the production year that we were able to make in the field by looking at those remnants shows a very tight window between production, transfer and use," Damien Spleeters, who leads Conflict Armament Research's operations in Ukraine, said in an interview. "And I think that's quite significant because we are talking about North Korea, a country that has been under sanction for almost two decades."



"It also shows, because this is at least a second shipment, continued violation of the sanctions because they continue to produce those missiles, to transfer them and then those missiles are being used in Ukraine," he said.



"It wasn't a one-off in January," Mr. Spleeters added.



In March, Russia used its veto power on the U.N. Security Council 
to end monitoring
 of North Korea's efforts to evade sanctions on its nuclear program. The termination of monitors, Mr. Spleeters said, was a major reason the country has been able to continue building and transferring ordnance to Russia.



Weapons like the Russian Iskander and the North Korean Hwasong, which are fired from truck-based mobile launchers, are difficult to defend against because they fly much faster than other incoming threats like cruise missiles and can maneuver just before impact.



The United States and its allies have provided 
Patriot air defense systems to Ukraine
 to help the country fend off Russian attacks. But President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine has said he needs more.



"Ukraine has limited air defense options to shoot down ballistic missiles like the Hwasong, and Patriots are the key weapon system for that," Rob Lee, a senior fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute, said in an interview. "They only have a limited number of Patriot batteries and missiles, so Ukraine can only defend a few key areas, and the Russians can put cities at risk as well as targets on the front lines."



North Korea is not the only country sending such weapons to Russia.



On Tuesday
, Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken accused Iran of shipping short-range 
ballistic missiles to Russia
 for use in Ukraine. As a result, Mr. Blinken said, the Biden administration was imposing more sanctions against Tehran.



In August, the investigators reported that Russian forces were launching 
Kh-101 cruise missiles
 into Ukraine sometimes just weeks or months after the weapons left the factory.



The Hwasong missiles that were examined used common commercially available electronic components made by Western nations as recently as last year that ranged from the unsophisticated to fairly advanced, Mr. Spleeters said. They were 
similar to the components found in many Russian weapons
 examined by the group months into the 2022 invasion.



The finding should not be a surprise, Mr. Spleeters said, given that Russia has also been able to build advanced weapons 
while under international sanctions
 aimed at slowing their production.



"North Korea doesn't have a domestic semiconductor industry," he said. "So it makes sense that they would also take advantage of the global market to get access to those components."



"This means that we also can trace them and identify the entities responsible for their diversion," he added.
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Blinken Visits Ukraine During Precarious Moment in the War and U.S. Politics



Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken and his British counterpart, David Lammy, traveled to Kyiv aiming to showing solidarity with Ukraine as the American presidential election looms.




Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken, center, walking beside his British counterpart, David Lammy, as they arrived via train in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Wednesday.




By Edward Wong


Sep 11, 2024


Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken met with top officials in Kyiv on Wednesday morning to discuss Ukraine's war effort at a precarious moment in the country's defense against the Russian invasion.



The visit comes as the Biden administration struggles to curtail aid to Russia from China, Iran and North Korea and as the U.S. presidential elections loom over the conflict.



Mr. Blinken stepped off a private overnight train from Poland that 
also carried his British counterpart, David Lammy
. The two men met throughout the day with military and civilian officials, including Ukraine's new top diplomat, Andrii Sybiha, who was appointed last Thursday by President Volodymyr Zelensky as part of a 
major overhaul of the government's top ranks
.



"It's wonderful to be back in Kyiv, even in these most challenging times, maybe especially in challenging times," Mr. Blinken said as he and Mr. Lammy sat across from Mr. Sybiha in the headquarters of the Foreign Ministry, next to a plaza with destroyed Russian tanks. "The United Kingdom and the United States stand shoulder to shoulder in support of Ukraine," Mr. Blinken added.



Mr. Lammy, making his first trip to Ukraine as Britain's foreign secretary, said, "We have a three-billion-pound commitment to Ukraine to spend year on year" until what he described as "Russian imperialism and aggression" came to an end.



Officials from the three nations then began their private meeting, with the topics of discussion including military aid commitments and the persistent Ukrainian request to use imported weapons for longer-range strikes in Russia.



After the meeting at the ministry, Mr. Blinken visited a restaurant in Kyiv owned by Yevhen Klopotenko, a prominent chef who helped persuade UNESCO, the United Nations cultural agency, to put borscht on its 
intangible cultural heritage list
. Then Mr. Blinken went to the presidential palace to meet with Mr. Zelensky.



The joint visit by Mr. Blinken and Mr. Lammy was aimed at presenting a strong show of solidarity for Ukraine -- a message to both Mr. Zelensky and President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, as well as the rest of the world.



While both men have made comments in recent months theoretically indicating an openness to negotiating a settlement to the over 30-month full-scale war begun by Moscow, 
Mr. Putin's vision of a reconstituted Russian empire is untenable to Ukraine
, and U.S. officials say he has shown no signs of wanting to reach a peace agreement. Mr. Putin's grand invasion of Ukraine in 2022 was a continuation of his annexation of Crimea and military offensive in eastern Ukraine that began in 2014.



Mr. Zelensky 
said last month
 that his multiphase plan for peace involves forcing Russia to end the war on terms that are "fair" to Ukraine.



The 
first debate
 between former President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris took place in the middle of the night during the train ride. A few passengers on Mr. Blinken's train stayed up to watch at least the start of the debate, after a few sips of wine, but most scrambled online in the morning to read assessments of the televised event.



Officials in Ukraine were no doubt tracking the debate as well: Mr. Trump, who admires Mr. Putin, has rallied a significant number of Republican politicians to oppose U.S. military aid to Ukraine, while Ms. Harris has vowed to continue the Biden administration's policies of supporting the besieged country.



In recent weeks, the Ukrainian military has made a surprising incursion into the Russian region Kursk and managed to hold onto captured territory, lifting morale in Ukraine. But that offensive has failed to divert Russian units from their onslaught in eastern Ukraine, where they continue to make small gains.



Mr. Blinken and Mr. Lammy are expected to listen to entreaties from Ukrainian officials for permission for the Ukrainian military to use American and British weapons for strikes deep into Russian territory. In May, the Biden administration gave Ukraine permission to use U.S. weapons for shorter cross-border attacks against Russian sites being used in an offensive against the Ukrainian city of Kharkiv. Since then, U.S. officials have allowed the Ukrainian military to make that kind of shorter strike at other places along the border.




Mr. Lammy and Mr. Blinken in London on Tuesday. They were expected to meet with Ukraine's new top diplomat, Andrii Sybiha, while in Kyiv.




Mr. Blinken said in an interview with Sky News on Tuesday that the Biden administration had to take complex factors into account when making such decisions, but did not rule out giving more latitude to Ukraine.



"We've adapted and adjusted every step along the way, and we'll continue -- so not ruling out at this stage," he said. "We don't. We never rule out. But when we rule in, we want to make sure it's done in such a way that it can advance what the Ukrainians are trying to achieve."



Mr. Blinken and Mr. Lammy said at a news conference in London on Tuesday that Iran had shipped short-range ballistic missiles to Russia, confirming earlier 
news reports
 based on U.S. and European officials' assessments. They said they were coordinating on actions to take against Iran and Russia. The U.S. Treasury Department on Tuesday announced details of sanctions they were imposing against 10 individuals and six entities, as well as four vessels.



"It is definitely a significant escalation," by Iran, Mr. Lammy said. Iranian officials have denied they made any such shipment.



Until now, Iran has mainly been supplying Russia with drones, while North Korea has been providing artillery shells. The Biden administration says Chinese companies are selling factory machine tools and microelectronics to Russia to help it rebuild its arms production industry.
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Israeli Strike in Gaza Kills 18, Officials Say, Including 6 U.N. Workers



While resuming its offensive against militants in the West Bank, Israel also kept up its bombardment of the Gaza Strip, striking a school building used as a shelter for displaced people.




Israeli soldiers during a raid on Wednesday in Tulkarm, in the West Bank.




By Hiba Yazbek


Sep 12, 2024


An Israeli airstrike on Wednesday killed at least 18 people, Palestinian officials said, at a school-turned-shelter in the Gaza Strip that Israel said Hamas used as a command post, and a United Nations agency said six of the dead were its employees.



The attack in Nuseirat, in central Gaza, came as the Israeli military resumed the offensive on another front, launching a new round of deadly raids in the occupied West Bank.



The chief U.N. relief agency for Palestinians, known as UNRWA, said the strike on the Jaouni School building in Nuseirat was the deadliest single incident for its staff over the 11 months of a war that has killed more than 200 of its workers.



The Gaza Civil Defense emergency services said that those killed included women and children, and that in addition to 18 confirmed dead, a similar number were wounded, some of them critically. It said the strike was the fifth time the school, which housed displaced people, had been hit during the war.



Gaza's schools have not held classes since the fighting began in October, and many school buildings have become shelters for people forced to flee their homes. Israel has increasingly been 
targeting such schools
, with analysts saying that its military has largely destroyed Hamas's network of tunnels, forcing more fighters above ground.



Since invading Gaza after the Oct. 7 Hamas-led attack on Israel, Israeli forces have also sharply increased the frequency and intensity of raids in the West Bank, saying that it is rooting out armed militants there, as well.




The Jaouni School, which housed displaced Gazans, after an Israeli strike on Wednesday.




The military mounted raids and at least one airstrike overnight and into Wednesday in the cities of Tulkarm and Tubas in the northern West Bank, and other locations nearby, killing several people it described as terrorists. The actions came after a lull of a few days, following 
lengthy and destructive incursions
 into the same region.



Israel's military said that its forces were carrying out an operation against militants, and that early Wednesday its aircraft had struck in Tubas "and eliminated a terrorist cell consisting of five terrorists armed with explosives who posed a threat" to Israeli forces. Palestinian officials also said that five people were killed, and Wafa, the Palestinian Authority's news agency, reported that the dead were young men near a mosque.



Wafa also said that three other people were killed in another airstrike, on a car in Tulkarm. The Israeli military did not confirm that strike, but said that in Tulkarm it had killed at least one person and "located and dismantled an explosives laboratory."



 Since the start of the war, Israeli troops and settlers have killed more than 650 people in the West Bank, including civilians, 
according to the United Nations
. In that time, Israel has carried out 55 airstrikes in the West Bank, which previously were quite rare, the United Nations said.



On Wednesday, President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris both issued their first extensive remarks on the killing last week of an American woman, Aysenur Eygi, 26, who was in the West Bank to protest Israeli settlements. The Israeli military has acknowledged that one of its troops 
likely fired the fatal shot
 during a clash with demonstrators throwing rocks. Other protesters say that Ms. Eygi never took part in the violence, and that the shots were fired after the clash had ended.



Mr. Biden said he was "outraged and deeply saddened" by the killing of Ms. Eygi and demanded "full accountability" from Israel for her death. Ms. Harris said the shooting "raises legitimate questions" about the conduct of Israeli military forces in the West Bank.



The new raids in Tulkarm, on the border with Israel, and Tubas, about 20 miles to the east, followed a series of 
destructive and lengthy incursions
, a particularly intense 10-day campaign that killed at least 39 people, according to the Palestinian authorities, who do not separate civilians from combatants in their casualty counts.



Many Palestinians, especially in Tulkarm and the northern city of Jenin, were 
trapped in their homes for days
 while bulldozers ripped up streets in what the Israeli military said was an effort to unearth improvised explosives planted by armed groups.



In Tubas on Wednesday, Harith al-Hasani, a 33-year-old resident, said that Israeli forces had stormed the city during the early morning hours before "clashes erupted and we started hearing explosions." Israeli aircraft and drones buzzed in the city's skies, and soldiers also were "walking around on foot," Mr. al-Hasani said.



"Usually they move around in their vehicles," he said.




Israeli soldiers detaining a man in the West Bank city of Tubas on Wednesday.




Mr. al-Hasani said that Israeli forces had closed roads with earthen barriers, and were interrogating young men in the streets and raiding people's homes.



Wafa, the news agency, said that Israeli
 
forces had closed all entrances to Tubas and were inspecting ambulances before allowing them to enter a local hospital.



The Israeli military said it could not immediately comment on the reports, but later said its troops had exchanged gunfire with militants in Tubas, arrested some of them and dismantled a car bomb.



Since Oct. 7, raids have been a near-daily reality for the nearly three million Palestinians who live under Israeli occupation in the West Bank. Israeli officials have described the raids as necessary to combat rising Palestinian militancy, particularly a spate of attempted bombings, over the past few weeks. Israeli officials have said that more than 150 attacks against Israelis have emanated from the Jenin and Tulkarm areas in the past year.



Liam Stack
 and 
Thomas Fuller
 contributed reporting.
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Iran's New President, Tending to a Pivotal Alliance, Visits Iraq



In a region in turmoil, Tehran's ties to its neighbor are more important than ever.




A handout photo from the Iraqi prime minister's press office showing Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani of Iraq, left, and President Masoud Pezeshkian of Iran, center, in Baghdad on Wednesday.




By Farnaz Fassihi and Alissa J. Rubin


Sep 11, 2024


Iran's president, Masoud Pezeshkian, arrived in Iraq on Wednesday for his first trip abroad since taking office in July, a demonstration of the value the Iranians place on the strategic alliance with their neighbor as 
tensions rise in the region
 around them.



Mr. Pezeshkian's three-day trip will include visits to several cities that represent Iran's political, religious, economic and security interests in Iraq. He was traveling with a delegation of senior officials and businessmen, according to Iranian media.



"I imagine this will be a very good trip for making economic, cultural, political and security ties," Mr. Pezeshkian said, according to televised remarks on state media. "And I hope we can forge closer and brotherly ties to all Islamic countries starting from Iraq."



In Baghdad, Mr. Pezeshkian met with the Iraqi prime minister, 
Mohammed Shia al-Sudani
, and President 
Abdul Latif Rashid
. He was also expected to talk with other senior officials.



The trip comes as Iraq moves closer to taking a number of steps that align with Iran's long-term objectives, including moving forward on negotiations for 
the departure of U.S. troops
 in Iraq.



Iran and the United States have regarded each other as enemies since the 1979 hostage crisis and have not had diplomatic relations since then. Iran has been leery of the presence of those U.S. troops, which they see as a potential danger.



But the drawdown will likely be spread over two years -- far slower than Iran had wanted. And a number of questions remain unanswered, including whether U.S. troops in Syria would leave at the same time.



There are about 2,500 U.S. troops in Iraq and about 900 in Syria, many of them Special Operations forces. The primary focus of both groups is 
helping to fight the Islamic State
, the militant group that, especially in the last year or so, has begun to rebuild and to launch regular attacks in Syria.




U.S. military vehicles at an air base in Iraq in 2020. There are about 2,500 U.S. troops in Iraq and about 900 in Syria, many of them Special Operations forces.




A few hours before Mr. Pezeshkian's plane touched down, a rocket attack on U.S. troops based at Baghdad Airport served as a reminder of the volatility in the region. Iraq's joint command said it was investigating the attack's origins, but there have been repeated attacks on U.S. forces in Iraq by armed groups with links to Iran.



On Thursday, Mr. Pezeshkian is expected to travel to Karbala and Najaf, two cities that are especially holy to Shia Muslims and are popular destinations for Iranian pilgrims -- several million of whom visit annually, greatly lifting Iraq's tourism income.



Then he will go to the southern city of Basra, an important trade hub because of its proximity to Iran's southern borders. Mr. Pezeshkian is expected to travel to the northern Kurdistan region and visit the cities of Sulaymaniyah and Erbil on Friday.



The visit comes as tensions have flared anew between Iran and Israel. After the assassination in July of Hamas's political leader, 
Ismail Haniyeh
, in Iran, there have been fears of a widening war if Iran retaliates. 



Iraq has served as an economic and political gateway of sorts for Iran to the Arab world, and analysts say the decision to choose it as the destination of his first official trip falls in line with Mr. Pezeshkian's two main policy goals: strengthening the Iranian economy and forging closer ties with regional Arab countries.



"The government considers relations with Iraq extremely important," Hamid Hosseini, a member of the board of directors of the Iran and Iraq Joint Chamber of Commerce, said in a telephone interview from Tehran. "Our security is linked to one another. We share cultural ties. And economically, Iran needs to grow its presence in Iraq's growing and emerging market."



Iraq ranks, after China, as Iran's second-largest trade partner. And while China mainly buys Iran's crude oil and petrochemical products, the Iraqi market is more varied. Imports include Iranian-made household goods, construction material and other products, said Mr. Hosseini, who added that trade between Iran and Iraq had nearly doubled since 2023.




Posters of Ismail Haniyeh, a top Hamas leader, at a rally in Tehran in July. After the assassination in Iran of Mr. Haniyeh, a top Hamas leader, there have been fears of a widening war in the Middle East.




But the banking sanctions imposed by the United States, Mr. Hosseini said, have made it difficult for Iran to gain access to all the money this trade earns. Mr. Pezeshkian is expected to try to negotiate the release of some $10 billion in Iranian assets held up in Iraq.



Since the fall of Iraq's leader, Saddam Hussein, in 2003 after the U.S.-led military invasion, Iran has invested heavily in expanding its influence in Iraq. One upshot of these efforts is Iran's using Baghdad as a mediator to try to help restore 
broken ties with Saudi Arabia
. It has also connected Iran, by land and air, to its allies like Lebanon and Syria. And Iraq can also help Iran forge closer ties with Jordan and Egypt, analysts say.



Iran's new foreign minister, Abbas Araghchi, said in an interview on Monday with an Iraqi television channel, Al Forat, that the president's trip showed "the depth of our relations" with Iraq. The two countries, he said, are "on the right path for controlling our border security and violent groups."



Last week, Baghdad's central government forcibly relocated Iranian Kurdish opposition groups, including an armed separatist militant group called Komala, from near Iran's borders. Komala said in a statement that it had been evicted from its headquarters and moved about 40 miles north to the Dukan region in northern Iraq.



The relocation came after years of Iranian pressure and a security agreement between the two countries.



And on Tuesday, Iraq extradited to Iran a Kurdish political activist, Behzad Khosravi, a member of the Kurdistan Democratic Party, according to the party and Iranian media reports. His arrest and extradition raised alarm among Iranian political activists that Iraqi Kurdistan may no longer be a safe refuge.



Iraqi Kurdistan has two rival parties, which have strongholds in Sulaymaniyah and Erbil. Iran has traditionally had close ties with the party based in Sulaymaniyah, but relations with Erbil have been tense because of a large American military base there. Iran has attacked the Kurdistan region of Iraq with 
missiles targeting bases
 of Kurdish opposition 
g
roups and 
buildings it said Israel was using
 as secret bases. Iraq and Kurdish officials denied the latter.



Leily Nikounazar
 and 
Falih Hassan
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/11/world/middleeast/iran-president-pezeshkian-iraq-visit.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Hanoi Floods as Landslides and Rising Rivers Push Typhoon Death Toll to 143



Days after the storm made landfall, northern Vietnam was being battered by incessant rain. A landslide buried a whole village in a mountainous province.




Yagi was the strongest typhoon to hit Vietnam in decades. Several neighborhoods in the capital, Hanoi, flooded.




By Damien Cave


Sep 11, 2024


The death toll in Vietnam from Typhoon Yagi has risen to 143, with dozens more missing, the government said on Wednesday, as relentless rain continued to cause landslides in small villages and flooding in the capital of Hanoi.



Yagi was the strongest typhoon
 to hit Vietnam in decades. It arrived on Saturday, tearing through the country's north with 90 mph winds. Even as the storm's strength has diminished, downpours have continued, drowning one of the most densely populated river valleys in Southeast Asia and raising alarm about Vietnam's vulnerability to 
extreme storms brought on by climate change
.



For thousands of years, people have tried to manage water around the Red River, which starts in China and flows southeast through Hanoi to the Gulf of Tonkin. Flooding is an occasional fact of life for the fertile area, but on Tuesday, the Red River was rising by nearly four inches every hour, according to state media. Factories had already been shut down. Schools were telling families to keep children home.




The Red River, which flows through a densely populated valley, was rising by nearly four inches every hour on Tuesday, according to state media.




By Wednesday, a landslide had smothered a hamlet of 158 people in the mountainous province of Lao Cai, bordering China. Video from Vietnam state media showed a flat area of muddy soil with no sign of life. Search and rescue teams have recovered 22 dead bodies from the scene.



"It's the most deadly landslide caused by the typhoon so far," said Nhu Thi Tam, a local official near the village. She cut short a phone interview as she hurried to move her family and belongings out of her house after another urgent landslide alert was issued in her neighborhood.



Closer to Hanoi, the authorities had also diverted traffic away from several bridges, after one collapsed on Monday, leaving eight people unaccounted for.



By lunchtime in the capital city, silty water, waist-high, filled several neighborhoods. On streets normally crowded with honking motorbikes, flat-bottomed skiffs moved to and fro, pushed along by young men in pink and purple plastic ponchos as thin as tissue.




Residents were evacuated on a boat through floodwaters in Hanoi on Wednesday.




"The water has reached the second floor of my home, so I need to move out of here and stay at my friend's house for a few days," said Nguyen Thi Dung, 52, as she sat on a boat, holding a pet cat and her personal belongings.



"I have been living in this neighborhood for my whole life, flooding is nothing new here," she added. "But the flood came so fast."



The government -- in a country where insurance is extremely rare -- has not yet provided estimates of the total cost of the damage. Residents in the coastal cities of Haiphong and Quang Ninh, where the storm first hit Vietnam, said the destruction had been extensive.



Analysts said it would likely be the worst natural disaster that Vietnam has experienced in a generation, if not longer, suggesting that it could lead to a greater focus on climate change.



"I think a major long-term impact will be psychological, which can cause some changes in policy," said Alexander Vuving, a professor at the Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies in Honolulu.



Vietnam's emergency management agency said that most of the deaths were caused by landslides and flash floods. Along with the dead and missing, the agency said that 764 people have been injured.



Lao Cai Province has reported the highest casualties, with 45 people killed and many missing. In that province and elsewhere, thousands of soldiers have been deployed to support victims and manage what has become a steadily-increasing set of evacuations.




A landslide wiped out a remote village in the mountainous province of Lao Cai. Police officers and residents searched for survivors on Wednesday.




Photos on a national government 
Facebook page
 showed police in the area carrying furniture from homes and guiding residents in orange life vests to safety.



There are also increasing concerns over further flooding as Vietnam's hydropower dams are discharging water from swelling reservoirs along the Red River.



In the industrial hubs of Bac Giang and Thai Nguyen on Wednesday afternoon, families were preparing to flee. In Hanoi as well, some were making plans to head to higher ground, while others tried to make do with water rising.



"We have no where else to go, so we have to stay here," said Nguyen Van Tien, 70, as he sat in his living room with water above his ankles. He said he and his wife, Hoang Thi Hue, 68, own a neighborhood tea shop, and that it was unclear when they would be able to work again.



"My life is totally disrupted," he said.



"And we're not able to make any money at all," Ms. Hoang added.



Together, behind a wood table set up to keep water from rushing in, they watched boats outside their door carrying people to somewhere dry as they glanced at slate gray skies, wondering when they might turn blue again.
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Mexico's Judicial Overhaul Overcomes Its Biggest Obstacle: The Senate



The chamber's approval clears away the last major hindrance to the sweeping proposals championed by the president, which have prompted nationwide strikes.




Protesters outside the Senate in Mexico City on Tuesday night, protesting legislation that would dramatically change Mexico's judiciary.




By Emiliano Rodriguez Mega


Sep 11, 2024


Mexico's Senate on Wednesday narrowly passed a sweeping proposal to revamp the judiciary system, effectively clearing the last major obstacle to a measure that the country's president had vowed to push through before stepping down at the end of this month.



The result reflects the exceptional sway of President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador of Mexico and his party after his allies won large legislative majorities in June, enabling them to pass some of the Mexican leader's most contentious and far-reaching proposals in his final weeks in office.



The measure would shift the judiciary from an appointment-based system largely grounded in training and qualifications to one where voters elect judges and there are few requirements to run -- and it would remove 7,000 judges from their jobs, from the chief justice of the Supreme Court down to those at local courts.



The bill already passed 
in the lower house of Congress
 last week, during a marathon session. It will now go to the state legislatures, where it will need a majority to be enacted into law. Mr. Lopez Obrador's governing Morena party and its allies control 25 of 32 state legislatures, so it is expected to be approved with ease.



When that happens, voters could start electing thousands of federal, state and local judges as soon as next year.



The debate, which started on Tuesday, was temporarily suspended after a group of protesters, megaphones and Mexican flags in hand, barged into the Senate building calling on senators to block the overhaul. Protesters followed the lawmakers to another venue, where an opposition senator was assaulted when someone threw gasoline on his face. Police officers later dispersed demonstrations using fire extinguishers.



After a heated session in which legislators accused each other of being "traitors" and "liars," 86 senators approved the bill and 41 voted against it. The Senate must still resolve several disputed provisions in the bill before it can go to the state legislatures.




Protesters outside the Senate on Tuesday night.




The government says the overhaul is needed to modernize the judiciary and to instill trust in a system plagued by graft, influence-peddling and nepotism. Mr. Lopez Obrador's successor, Claudia Sheinbaum, takes office on Oct. 1 and has fully backed the plan.



However, the proposal has met fierce resistance from judicial workers, law experts, investors, judges, students, opposition legislators and other critics. Mr. Lopez Obrador's determination to push it through has kept financial markets on edge and 
caused a diplomatic spat
 with the U.S. and Canada's ambassadors. Even leaders in the Catholic church have 
said
 the election of judges would not guarantee a better delivery of justice for Mexico's victims of criminal violence.



"Where does that leave my 27 years of service? I started from the bottom," said Sandra Herrera Benitez, a court clerk and spokeswoman for judicial workers in the northern city of Monterrey, who 
went on strike last month
 with thousands of other federal court workers across Mexico. "Now, to be a judge or magistrate you have to be friends with the president or some politician."



Experiences in countries such as the United States or Bolivia, where voters can elect some judges, have shown that 
doing so
 carries the risk of making judicial seats more politicized.



"Judges respond to the incentives that elections create," said Amrit Singh, a law professor at Stanford University and an expert on rule of law. "The judiciary will be politicized beyond recognition."



Mr. Lopez Obrador first presented his idea of overhauling the judiciary last year. Angered at the Supreme Court for blocking some of his administration's plans, such as 
weakening Mexico's electoral watchdog agency
 or putting the National Guard under the military's control, he vowed to have judges and justices elected by popular vote -- a move seen as retaliation by some analysts.



"The judiciary is hopeless, it is rotten," he 
told reporters
 back then, calling on his supporters to give his political movement large majorities in Congress at the polls in order to pass the overhaul and change the constitution.



On Election Day, voters cemented Morena's dominance in the lower house but left the Senate a few seats short of a supermajority. On Wednesday, however,
 
Morena and its allies secured the two-thirds majority required for passage when three opposition senators voted in favor of the overhaul. Another opposition senator, Daniel Barreda, was absent from the vote because his father had been detained by the authorities in southern Mexico, he told reporters.




President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador has cast the judiciary as "hopeless" and "rotten."




Days before the vote, opposition legislators said they had been threatened, blackmailed and offered bribes to get them to approve the overhaul.



In recent weeks, protests and strikes erupted across the country over the proposed changes. Judicial workers and their supporters have organized sit-ins to block access to the lower house of Congress and the Senate.



Still, people have also taken to the streets to defend the overhaul. More than half of the country's business leaders support the proposal, according to Mexico's association of chambers of commerce. Polls commissioned by Morena 
indicate
 around 80 percent of the participants think revamping the judicial system is necessary -- though other polls 
find
 that more than 50 percent of those surveyed don't know what the overhaul entails.



The tension has even divided the Supreme Court. Justice Loretta Ortiz, who was appointed by Mr. Lopez Obrador and has 
called
 herself a "founder of Morena," said on social media that the overhaul "will decisively contribute to guaranteeing the access to justice that Mexicans deserve."




Police officers outside the Senate on Tuesday night.




Some experts say it will takes years for the impact of the legislation to be fully understood.



"The president's proposal is an experiment," said Vanessa Romero Rocha, a lawyer and political analyst, adding that the overhaul's effect will need to be evaluated in a few years time as there is no precedent for it. "The president's main objective, so I see it, is to remove all the judges who have been around for a long time and who are deeply corrupt."



Yet others say that the current plan would exacerbate the problems of corruption that the government is trying to eliminate.



"The dismantling of the judiciary is not the way forward," Norma Pina, the chief justice of the Supreme Court, who opposes the measures, said in a televised message on Sunday. She also presented a counterproposal to redesign the system.



That plan includes steps such as making the selection of judges more transparent so as to prevent nepotism and privilege merit, creating independent disciplinary mechanisms, strengthening local judiciaries -- where corruption is more prevalent -- and improving state prosecutors' offices
.



But the judiciary's counterproposal, analysts say, came a little too late.



"This reform is and will be historic. It will change the way the judiciary is seen and conceived," said Morena senator Ernestina Godoy Ramos during Tuesday's debate. "Justice is everyone's business."



Miriam Castillo
 contributed research from Mexico City.
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Renowned Scholar of Islam Is Convicted of Rape in Switzerland



An appeals court in Geneva overturned a previous acquittal and found Tariq Ramadan guilty. He faces separate charges in France.




Tariq Ramadan leaving court in Geneva in May. He experienced a rapid fall from grace in 2017 and 2018 after several women accused him of sexual assault in the early days of the #MeToo movement.




By Aurelien Breeden


Sep 10, 2024


Tariq Ramadan, a prominent Swiss-born scholar of Islam, was found guilty on appeal of raping and sexually coercing a woman in Geneva in 2008, reversing a previous acquittal, the Swiss authorities said on Tuesday.



The Geneva Court of Justice 
said in a statement
 that Mr. Ramadan, 62, had been convicted by an appeals court and sentenced to three years in prison, with two of them suspended. The ruling, dated Aug. 28, overturned 
a lower court's 2023 decision
 that had cleared Mr. Ramadan of all charges, the statement said.



It was the first rape conviction for Mr. Ramadan, 
a renowned Muslim philosopher
 and theologian who was once listed by Time magazine as 
one of the world's most influential people
 but who experienced a rapid fall from grace in 2017 and 2018 
after several women accused him of sexual assault
 in the early days of the #MeToo movement.



Mr. Ramadan has always denied the allegations and characterized them as part of a smear campaign against him.



His lawyers denounced the ruling on Tuesday, saying it represented "the conviction of a man, and not of fact." They said that they would appeal the conviction before the Federal Supreme Court of Switzerland.



"We are confident that it will fully restore our client's innocence, as the first judges did," the lawyers, Yael Hayat and Guerric Canonica, said in a statement.



Mr. Ramadan was accused of raping the woman, a Swiss convert to Islam, and of subjecting her to brutal sexual acts in a Geneva hotel room in 2008. The plaintiff -- who has not been publicly identified -- filed her police complaint in 2018 after similar accusations against Mr. Ramadan 
came to light in France
.



After the initial acquittal, the trial on appeal was held in May.



Mr. Ramadan had acknowledged that he and the plaintiff had kissed but said that he had rebuffed her advances and that she had falsely accused him to get revenge, according to the appeals court's ruling.



But the judges "found that several testimonies, certificates, medical notes and private expert opinions were consistent with the facts reported by the plaintiff," the Geneva Court of Justice said in its statement, which added, "The evidence gathered by the investigation thus convinced the chamber of the defendant's guilt."



Robert Assael and Veronique Fontana, the Swiss plaintiff's lawyers, said that the ruling "sweeps aside all the unrealistic arguments put forward by the defendant, who never ceased to smear and discredit the victim, in order to preserve his already tarnished image."



"Our client is relieved, of course, and knows what she had to endure for the truth to come out," they said in a statement on Tuesday.



Mr. Ramadan's legal troubles are far from over. In June, he was ordered to face charges in Paris that he raped three women between 2009 and 2016; he has appealed that order to make him stand trial.



Mr. Ramadan is a grandson of Hassan al-Banna, who founded the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt in the 1920s. Mr. Ramadan is the author of several books on Islam and on the Western world and was formerly a professor of contemporary Islamic studies at the University of Oxford.



He gained a widespread following for offering what some considered a moderate, tolerant version of Islam. But critics, especially in France, have accused him of hiding radical views behind a polished media persona.
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Taylor Swift Endorses Kamala Harris



Her Instagram post backing the vice president came shortly after Ms. Harris and former President Donald Trump had stepped off the debate stage.




In her Instagram post with her pet cat, Taylor Swift said she would vote for Kamala Harris "because she fights for the rights and causes I believe need a warrior to champion them."




By Nicholas Nehamas, Theodore Schleifer and Nick Corasaniti


Sep 11, 2024


Look what they made her do.



Taylor Swift, who is one of America's most celebrated pop-culture icons and has an enormous following across the world, endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris late Tuesday after Ms. Harris's debate against former President Donald J. Trump.



The endorsement by Ms. Swift, delivered minutes after Ms. Harris and Mr. Trump had stepped off the debate stage in Philadelphia, offers Ms. Harris an unrivaled celebrity backer and a tremendous shot of adrenaline to her campaign, especially with the younger voters she has been trying to attract.



"Like many of you, I watched the debate tonight," Ms. Swift 
wrote on Instagram
 to her 283 million followers. "I will be casting my vote for Kamala Harris and Tim Walz in the 2024 Presidential Election. I'm voting for @kamalaharris because she fights for the rights and causes I believe need a warrior to champion them."



She signed her post as "Childless Cat Lady," a reference to comments made by Mr. Trump's running mate, Senator JD Vance of Ohio, about women without children. The photo that accompanied her post showed her holding a furry feline, Benjamin Button, her pet Ragdoll.



Ms. Swift's endorsement was much anticipated among Democrats. The singer has expressed regret for not having done more to speak out about her opposition to Mr. Trump during his first run in 2016. Since then, she has embraced a more political posture while speaking out on issues such as abortion access. But the precise timing of Tuesday's endorsement was something of a surprise: Ms. Swift endorsed Joe Biden on Oct. 7, 2020, closer to the election.



The impact of Ms. Swift's endorsement may be hard to quantify, but her ability to get supporters to register to vote came into sharp relief just last year. In a brief post on her Instagram account in 2023, Ms. Swift encouraged her 272 million supporters at the time to vote and included a link to the website Vote.org.



The site later reported 35,252 new registrations that day, a significant jump compared with the previous year, and an especially significant spike in a nonelection year.



On Tuesday, Ms. Swift included a similar link to Vote.gov in her Instagram story.



In her post endorsing Ms. Harris, Ms. Swift also referred to her "fears" about artificial intelligence. She pointed to content generated by the technology that had falsely suggested that she supported Mr. Trump, 
which the former president promoted on social media
. She underscored concerns that Americans would not know where she genuinely stood if she had not spoken out.



"It really conjured up my fears around AI, and the dangers of spreading misinformation," Ms. Swift wrote. "It brought me to the conclusion that I need to be very transparent about my actual plans for this election as a voter. The simplest way to combat misinformation is with the truth."



Mr. Trump has called Ms. Swift "liberal" but "beautiful," and he has praised a friend of hers, Brittany Mahomes, the wife of the Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes, as well. Some fans of Ms. Swift had encouraged her to go public about her support for Ms. Harris to make a point of contrast after it appeared that Ms. Mahomes had liked one of Mr. Trump's social media posts.



Ms. Swift, who has been a star musician spanning country and pop music for almost two decades, is one of the few celebrities with broad appeal and the ability to cut through a crowded media environment. Her romance with Travis Kelce, the star tight end for the Chiefs, has captivated the worlds of football and culture, and she is in the final stages of a head-spinning international tour that has sold out stadiums around the globe.



Karoline Leavitt, a spokeswoman for the Trump campaign, dismissed the endorsement as "more evidence that the Democrat party has become the party of the wealthy elite."



In 2020, Ms. Swift's 
endorsement of
 Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris generated significant backlash from conservatives who urged her to keep her music career apolitical.



Four years later, her growing political involvement led to fevered speculation from Democrats about whether and when she would endorse Ms. Harris. Last month, some fans 
became convinced
 that she was signaling her endorsement by posting a photo of one of her backup dancers in silhouette that bore a resemblance to the vice president.



For her part, Ms. Harris has embraced pop music in her campaign.



Her rallies have had the feel of concerts as much as political events, with hip-hop stars like Megan Thee Stallion giving performances and D.J.s warming up dancing crowds of thousands before the vice president walks onstage to Beyonce's song "Freedom." (Many Democrats had hoped that Beyonce would perform at the party's national convention in Chicago, but rumors of her presence turned out to be false.)



Mr. Biden's rallies, in comparison, were small and low in energy, often reaching their peak of raucousness when a high school drum line played.



Polls show that Ms. Harris is doing much better with younger voters than Mr. Biden was, a crucial part of a resurgence in her polls that has allowed her to draw even with Mr. Trump. Ms. Swift's backing of her campaign is a reflection of that appeal.



In making her endorsement, Ms. Swift added that she was "heartened and impressed" by Ms. Harris's choice of Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate, saying that Mr. Walz had been "standing up for LGBTQ+ rights, IVF, and a woman's right to her own body for decades."



Soon after, Mr. Walz appeared on MSNBC, where the host Rachel Maddow read Ms. Swift's endorsement to him in its entirety.



"I am incredibly grateful, first of all, to Taylor Swift," Mr. Walz said, putting his hand over his heart. "I say that also as a cat owner -- a fellow cat owner."



Ms. Swift has long pushed for her supporters to do their civic duty, posting a picture of herself in a long line on Election Day in 2016, a photo her fans 
thought was a cryptic endorsement of Hillary Clinton
.



It was not until 2018 that Ms. Swift made her first formal foray into politics by 
endorsing
 a Democrat, Phil Bredesen, over a Republican, Marsha Blackburn, in a Tennessee Senate race. (Nashville is the nation's country music capital, and Ms. Swift maintains a residence there.)



Ms. Blackburn 
won the race
 by more than 10 percentage points in the deep red state.



In an interview with 
Vogue
 in 2019, Ms. Swift indicated that she had wanted to be more vocal about supporting Mrs. Clinton but had worried that her support could backfire. She said she had feared that Mr. Trump might try "weaponizing the idea of the celebrity endorsement" against her and Mrs. Clinton. Ms. Swift also shared concerns that public criticism of her at the time would be unfairly applied to Ms. Clinton as well.



Ms. Swift continued: "The summer before that election, all people were saying was, 'She's calculated. She's manipulative. She's not what she seems. She's a snake. She's a liar.' These are the same exact insults people were hurling at Hillary. Would I be an endorsement or would I be a liability?"



Jess Bidgood
, 
Michael M. Grynbaum
, 
Julia Jacobs
, 
Jazmine Ulloa
 and 
Michael Gold
 contributed reporting.
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Critic's Notebook



Kamala Harris Produced the Show She Wanted



In Tuesday's debate, the vice president made herself the studio audience for a cringe comedy starring her opponent.




On Tuesday night, Donald Trump and Kamala Harris had their first and perhaps only presidential debate.




By James Poniewozik


Sep 11, 2024


At the ABC presidential debate, Kamala Harris had a programming challenge. Working against an experienced reality-TV professional, a savant of live broadcasts, she had to pull off a successful reboot of Democrats' least-favorite TV show of the 2024 season: the June debate that saw the self-immolation of President Biden.



There were some hurdles. The same rules in place on CNN in June still held. There was no studio audience, and each candidate's microphone would be turned off when the other was speaking. When Mr. Biden was still running, these guardrails were meant to avoid the dumpster fire of cross-talk and shouting that marked 
the first 2020 debate
. But that would frustrate Ms. Harris's campaign goal, which was to encourage Mr. Trump to be his own worst enemy.



So she, and whoever prepared her for Tuesday's showdown, did what prime-time producers have done since TV's early days: They worked within the constraints of the medium to produce the show they wanted.



If Mr. Trump could not bluster and shout over her, she would need to get him to melt down on his own time. If he could not stalk her onstage, as he did with Hillary Clinton in 2016, she would have to use the staging and the split-screen to create a dominance contest on her own terms.



It began before the first question was asked. Ms. Harris crossed the stage toward Mr. Trump and offered her hand. The handshake was a small exercise of control, designed to be seen by a prime-time audience: She was the active party, initiating the encounter, and he the reactive one, accepting. She introduced herself -- "Kamala Harris" -- as if to anticipate his habit of 
mispronouncing her first name
. Visually, she made herself the focus of attention, the protagonist of the drama.



Then she set about making Mr. Trump into the antagonist she wanted, needling and baiting him, pulling his levers and pushing his buttons.



If ABC would not turn off the mute button -- though it did, eventually, allow some cross-talk as the debate grew heated -- then Ms. Harris needed to unmute her opponent herself, which she did with a series of taunts microtargeted at his nerve centers of ego.



Early on, she laced him with a description of crowd members leaving his rallies out of "
exhaustion and boredom
," hitting the former NBC prime-time star where it hurts -- in the audience. Vladimir Putin, she told Mr. Trump, "would eat you for lunch." She even turned his "Apprentice" catchphrase against him: "Donald Trump was fired by 81 million people."



Mr. Trump -- who spent a relatively disciplined June debate letting Mr. Biden do himself in -- swam straight for the chum. Maybe the most memorable rant of the night came when he veered into a false, xenophobic Facebook rumor, 
elevated by his campaign
, that Haitian immigrants in Ohio were killing household pets for food.



"They're eating the dogs, the people that came in!" he insisted. "They're eating the cats! They're eating -- they're eating the pets!"



His words were ... curious. But the TV split-screen was maybe even more telling. As Mr. Trump grew more and more agitated, Ms. Harris turned toward him with 
an incredulous smile
 that grew into a can-you-believe-this laugh.



The content matters in a TV debate, but the images often say more, especially when someone's microphone is off. And the two candidates' affects were very different.



When not in prosecutor mode, Ms. Harris wore 
a bemused half smile
. Her go-to posture was a hand held to her chin in a "Do go on!" gesture. She made herself the studio audience for a cringe comedy starring her opponent. Mr. Trump was combative and angry, karate-chopping and finger-stabbing the air when speaking, heavy-lidded and glowering when quiet.



Before the debate, pundits and analysts had drawn up a long must-do list for Ms. Harris, reflecting the usual needs of a new nominee and the specific Catch-22s of female candidates in American elections. She needed to communicate plans but not seem overprepared; be presidential but personable; attack but do it cheerfully. (She also needed to convey strength against a taller man who likes to use his bulk to 
loom onstage
; here, the split-screen helped her, rendering them equal.)



As for Mr. Trump, he showed that he's still most engaged on the attack, when he could keep himself on message. And he took up more of the speaking time, partly because of the amount of time he spent being 
fact-checked
 by the moderators, David Muir and Linsey Davis. (Mr. Trump contended that he saw the dog-eating claims "on television.")



In today's digital media, of course, the debate doesn't happen only on debate night; it plays out in what gets clipped on TV news and memed on social platforms. John Dickerson on CBS guessed that Mr. Trump "will be on the wrong side of the replays." But maybe the most potent judgment came on Fox News, Mr. Trump's usual corner of support. Ms. Harris, said Brit Hume, was "a different person from the absolute dunderhead many of us thought she was" -- the Fox equivalent of a love letter.



How could Mr. Trump be bested in his natural medium, TV? He is a reality star who knows how to study camera angles and lighting, but he is not an actor. He can lie and perform, but he cannot 
not 
be himself, and he cannot or will not master his emotions when he feels them. In the spirit of reality TV, he lets it all hang out, and Ms. Harris set him up to hang himself.
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'The End of Our Country': Trump Paints Dark Picture at Debate



Former President Donald J. Trump offered a dire portrait of America, often relying on false and debunked claims as he described "a failing nation."




"Our country is being lost," former President Donald J. Trump said at the debate, timing the decline to the moment he left the White House.




By Maggie Haberman


Sep 11, 2024


For most of the 90-minute debate between former President Donald J. Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris, the former president bellowed into the microphone, practically spitting at moments as he took the bait time and again and got knocked off his goals.



Instead of repeatedly tying Ms. Harris to President Biden and forcing her to own their record, Mr. Trump came off as angry and scattered as he painted a dark portrait of an America ravaged by crime, overrun by dangerous undocumented immigrants who eat pets and at risk of falling into the hands of an opponent he falsely called a Marxist.



"Our country is being lost," Mr. Trump said, timing its latest decline to the moment he left the White House. "We're a failing nation. And it happened three and a half years ago. And what, what's going on here, you're going to end up in World War III."



He brought up Springfield, Ohio, and reiterated a debunked claim that his campaign has been pushing that Haitian immigrants there have been eating pets. "In Springfield, they're eating the dogs," he said. "The people that came in. They're eating the cats. They're eating -- they're eating the pets of the people that live there."



And during a discussion of abortion, Mr. Trump claimed, falsely, that some states with Democratic governors favor being able to "execute" babies after they are born. "In other words, we'll execute the baby," he said. No state allows infanticide.



Fear-mongering, and demagoguing on the issue of immigrants, has been Mr. Trump's preferred speed since he announced his first candidacy for the presidency in June 2015, and he has often found a receptive audience for it. He won his first election in 2016, and lost his second, without dramatically changing his approach; both races were decided in three battleground states by fewer than 100,000 votes. At his inauguration in 2017, he spoke 
of "American carnage."




Fear-mongering, and demagoguing on the issue of immigrants, has been Mr. Trump's preferred speed since he announced his first candidacy for the presidency in June 2015.




But since he left office, after lies of widespread election fraud costing him the 2020 race and a mob of his supporters attacking the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, Mr. Trump's public comments about the state of the country have grown only darker.



Many of the lines he delivered at the debate were straight from his rally speeches, but they landed somewhat differently on the debate stage -- with no live audience at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia -- and with millions of people who do not routinely follow his campaign appearances tuning in. And they mostly lacked the accompanying beats Mr. Trump tries to deliver at rallies -- the moments when he mentions his own tenure or pivots to a promise to bring prosperity to voters.



Mr. Trump needed to paint Ms. Harris as responsible for the pain that voters have described feeling. Instead, he described a bleak America and talked about himself.



Mr. Trump did occasionally sprinkle in references to his time in office, and he tried to bring the conversation around to the economy and immigration, two issues where his advisers believe, and polls show, that he has an advantage. After struggling at first when pressed about his position on abortion and his role appointing justices who helped overturn Roe v. Wade, he pushed back in a way his advisers liked by questioning how late into a pregnancy Ms. Harris thought abortions should be allowed (she did not answer). And he pressed hard on the chaotic withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021, which precipitated Mr. Biden's drop in support.



He mocked her for flip-flopping on positions, saying: "Everything that she believed three years ago and four years ago is out the window. She's going to my philosophy now. In fact, I was going to send her a MAGA hat. She's gone to my philosophy. But if she ever got elected, she'd change it. And it will be the end of our country." And then he blew past the stop sign: "She's a Marxist. Everybody knows she's a Marxist. Her father's a Marxist professor in economics. And he taught her well."



One of his best lines came only when the debate was nearly over, in his closing statement, when he asked why Ms. Harris had not accomplished all of her goals during the three and a half years she has been in office.



That argument had been what Mr. Trump's advisers had coached him to say in a handful of debate preparation sessions that they had studiously avoided calling debate preparation sessions, preferring to describe them as "policy time." They had hoped he would look directly at the camera and ask voters if they were better off now than they were four years ago.




Advisers to Mr. Trump had hoped he would look directly at the camera and ask voters if they were better off now than they were four years ago.




Instead, for the most part, Mr. Trump was rattled by Ms. Harris as she took digs at people leaving his rallies early, his inherited wealth and his criminal indictments and legal troubles to describe him as interested only in himself.



He grew visibly angry and, to his advisers' dismay, shambolic, as he tried to rebut her attacks instead of answering the moderators' questions or pressing the points he had set out to make. When he did respond to questions posed to him, it also did not go especially well. He again litigated his false claims of widespread election fraud, defended his widely criticized performance during the coronavirus pandemic in 2020, refused to rule out signing a national abortion ban and repeated his questioning of Ms. Harris's racial identity (she is Black).



Ms. Harris, who has been trying to project an optimistic message based on freedom -- including reproductive freedom and economic freedom -- did not join Mr. Trump in his description of what the country needs.



"The people of our country actually need a leader who engages in solutions, who actually addresses the problems at hand," Ms. Harris said as she criticized Mr. Trump for his role in killing a bipartisan bill that she said would have addressed border crossings. "But what we have in the former president is someone who would prefer to run on a problem instead of fixing a problem."
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Pundits Said Harris Won the Debate. Undecided Voters Weren't So Sure.



Voters said the vice president talked about a sweeping vision to fix the country's most stubborn problems. But they wanted the fine print.




Vice President Kamala Harris greeting campaign staff in Philadelphia after the debate on Tuesday night.




By Jeremy W. Peters, Jack Healy and Campbell Robertson


Sep 11, 2024


Follow along with live updates and debate analysis on the 
Trump and Harris campaigns
.



For weeks, undecided voters have been asking for more substance.



So it was perhaps no accident that Vice President Kamala Harris's first words during the presidential debate on Tuesday were, "I am actually the only person on this stage who has a plan."



Some Americans might need more convincing.



Bob and Sharon Reed, both 77-year-old retired teachers who live on a farm in central Pennsylvania, had high hopes for the debate between Ms. Harris and former President Donald Trump. They thought that they would come away with a candidate to support in November.



But, Ms. Reed said, "It was all disappointing."



The couple ended the night wondering how the costly programs each candidate supported -- Mr. Trump's tariffs and Ms. Harris's aid to young families and small businesses -- would help a couple like them, living on a fixed income that has not kept pace with inflation. They said they didn't hear detailed answers on immigration or foreign policy, either.



Tuesday night was the first time any voter had seen Mr. Trump and Ms. Harris together. The two candidates had never met in person before, creating considerable trepidation among supporters of both campaigns about how they might perform.



Immediate reaction from political analysts favored Ms. Harris, whose attacks appeared to rattle Mr. Trump. She goaded him over the various criminal and civil charges against him. She said his former aides considered him "a disgrace" and that world leaders laugh at him. At one point, she asked whether he might be "confused" -- a stinging line given Mr. Trump's relentless mocking of President Biden's mental acuity. And she questioned his emotional stability by saying he was not capable of processing his loss in 2020.



But not all voters, especially those undecided few who could sway the election, were effusive about the vice president's performance.



In interviews with undecided voters, many of whom The Times has interviewed regularly over the last several months, they acknowledged that Ms. Harris seemed more presidential than Mr. Trump. And they said she laid out a sweeping vision to fix some of the country's most stubborn problems.



But they also said she did not seem much different from Mr. Biden, and they wanted change.



And most of all, what they wanted to hear -- and didn't -- was the fine print.



Voters said they were glad she has a tax and economic plan. But they want to know how it will become law when Washington is so polarized. They know she wants to give assistance to first-time home buyers, but doubted that it was realistic.



"She tried a couple times to say, 'I want to do this and I want to do that,' and that's nice promises," Ms. Reed said. "I hope she can get them through Congress."




Sharon and Bob Reed in Danville, Pa., last month. After watching the debate on Tuesday, Ms. Reed said, "It was all disappointing."




Going into the debate, Ms. Harris faced a challenge that Mr. Trump did not: Telling the country what they should expect from her presidency. With two-minute limits on the answers the candidates could give, that was always going to be difficult.



Americans are familiar with Mr. Trump -- especially after four years in the White House and three-plus years of legal troubles since leaving Washington in disgrace and defeat.



A vast majority -- 90 percent -- of likely voters nationwide said they pretty much know all they need to about him, according to a New York Times/Siena College 
poll released this week
 before the debate.



And the debate seemed to contain few surprises for them.



Shavanaka Kelly, who lives in Milwaukee, said her three teenage daughters began laughing when Mr. Trump ranted about 
false social media rumors
 that migrants in Ohio are stealing and eating pets.



"It was kind of like, can you take him serious?" she said.



Ms. Kelly, 45, liked a lot of what Vice President Harris had to say, especially about Mr. Trump's role in the riot on Jan. 6. Still, she said she wanted to hear more specific policy proposals, especially as they compare to Mr. Biden's record.



"She didn't, kind of, separate herself," Ms. Kelly said, adding that she was "still on the fence."



Ms. Harris, who remains 
unfamiliar
 to many Americans, is working under an extreme time crunch to persuade voters that she is presidential material.




Watching the presidential debate, in Manhattan on Tuesday night.




The euphoric scenes from the summer of Democrats celebrating her entry into the race did not reflect the reality in many American homes. Twenty-eight percent of likely voters said in the latest Times/Siena poll they felt they needed to know more about her. The biggest question on their minds, the poll found, was what her plans and policies would be.



Samira Ali, a sophomore at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, entered the debate unsure whether she would vote at all. She left a raucous viewing party on campus still unsure.



"She still has to impress me," said Ms. Ali, 19. As someone who recently moved into her own place off-campus and has had to buy groceries for the first time, Ms. Ali said she wanted to hear Ms. Harris speak more about housing costs and inflation. "I'm still deciding," she said as the debate neared its end.



In Las Vegas, Gerald Mayes, 40, said he felt both candidates failed to connect their campaign promises to his family's budget. And he came away confused.



"Nothing is clear to me, and I am really trying to follow it," he said. "I want to know how all of this impacts my family financially."



Kristen Morris, 60, a nursing student from a suburb outside Charlotte, N.C., was deeply disappointed at the start of summer with her presidential choices, but became intrigued when Ms. Harris entered the race. After the debate, she said she felt cleareyed and planned to vote for the vice president.



A former longtime Republican who voted for Mr. Biden in 2020 and recently changed her affiliation to independent, Ms. Morris said, "My expectations have been met."



Others who have been unimpressed with their choices also found the debate clarifying -- but in their doubts about Ms. Harris.




Donald J. Trump after the debate. 




Keilah Miller, 34, who lives in Milwaukee, grew intrigued by Ms. Harris too. Ms. Miller said she had voted Democratic in past presidential elections but decided to stop voting altogether about a year ago. Her own situation, and that of other Black women in Milwaukee, had not improved, she said.



On Tuesday, she felt nudged unexpectedly toward Mr. Trump.



"Trump's pitch was a little more convincing than hers," Ms. Miller said. "I guess I'm leaning more on his facts than her vision."



Ms. Miller said that, while her heart pulls her to Ms. Harris's potentially history-making candidacy, she finds herself thinking fondly of her old life.



"When Trump was in office -- not going to lie -- I was living way better," she said. "I've never been so down as in the past four years. It's been so hard for me."



In Southern Arizona, Jason Henderson, a defense contractor and retired soldier, had been resigned to skipping the election, unable to stomach either candidate. Like Ms. Miller, though, he came away from the debate leaning, tenuously, toward the Republican nominee.



"Trump had the more commanding presentation," Mr. Henderson said. "There was nothing done by Harris that made me think she's better. In any way."



Mr. Henderson, who voted for President Barack Obama and then for Mr. Trump, allowed that Mr. Trump "came off as crazy," but he was no different from his appearances at rallies and in interviews.



His answers on Ukraine were weak, he said, but Mr. Trump successfully attacked Ms. Harris on the border and immigration. While the vice president gave better answers on abortion and race, he said, she did not get into specifics about her tax plans for parents or small businesses.



As he watched post-debate commentary on cable news, Mr. Henderson said he bristled at the pundits who widely panned Mr. Trump's performance. Had they watched the same debate, he wondered?



Still, Mr. Henderson said his new enthusiasm might fade once the frenzy surrounding the debate passes. "I'll probably come back to my senses," he said.



Meg Bernhard, Julie Bosman, Robert Chiarito, Eduardo Medina, Jennifer Medina, and Dan Simmons contributed reporting.
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News Analysis



How Trump Uses Vitriol for Migrants to Sideline Other Issues



Former President Donald J. Trump has long tried to stoke fear about immigration. Now, he's doubling down as the presidential race heats up.




Former President Donald J. Trump in the spin room in Philadelphia following his debate with Vice President Kamala Harris on Tuesday night.




By Michael D. Shear, Hamed Aleaziz and Jazmine Ulloa


Sep 12, 2024


For years, former President Donald J. Trump has tried to stir up fears about immigrants with claims of caravans full of criminals and rapists heading toward America's southern border.



In Tuesday night's debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, he doubled down on the vitriol, promoting a debunked conspiracy theory that Haitian immigrants were killing Americans' house pets and eating them for dinner.



Mr. Trump's political goals appear to be the same as they always have been: to stoke anger and give people someone to blame for their misfortunes.



But the debate highlighted how Mr. Trump has escalated his assaults on immigrants in the 2024 presidential campaign, and how he uses the issue to overshadow other topics, including tariffs or the economy. Mr. Trump's first mention of "dangerous" migrants on Tuesday night came just 59 seconds into his first answer -- one about the future of the economy.



For her part, the vice president appeared unwilling to get into a back-and-forth on the issue, despite the fact that illegal border crossings have dropped dramatically following tough measures ordered by President Biden. An executive order he signed in June 
curbed people's right to seek asylum
, among other restrictions.



In July, the number of arrests at the southern border stood at just over 56,000, the lowest since the record figures in December, when around 250,000 migrants crossed.



Ms. Harris noted that Mr. Trump had urged Republicans to kill a bipartisan immigration bill that would have enhanced border security. But she has appeared to embrace a strategy in which she simply lets the former president put his views about immigrants on display for everyone to see -- evidence of her broader claim that he embraces outlandish ideas.



When the moderator of the debate challenged Mr. Trump about the claim that migrants are eating pets, the former president insisted: "People on television say, 'My dog was taken and used for food.'" (Local officials have found 
no evidence, credible reports or specific claims
 of pets being harmed by Haitian residents.)



When it was her turn, Ms. Harris said of Mr. Trump, "Talk about extreme."



In some ways, Mr. Trump's embrace of even more extreme imagery about immigrants is a response to a broader shift in the Democratic Party over the past several years. Reacting to a major surge at the border in 2022 and 2023, Democratic mayors and governors complained loudly about the impact of migrants on their cities and openly demanded stricter enforcement of immigration laws.



"Let me tell you something, New Yorkers, never in my life have I had a problem that I did not see an ending to -- I don't see an ending to this," Eric Adams, the Democratic mayor of New York, said a year ago, referring to a huge influx of poor migrants into his community. "This issue will destroy New York City."



Those complaints prompted Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris to support tough new restrictions at the border, including some that were similar to the anti-immigrant measures Mr. Trump had sought to put in place during his presidency. Now, Mr. Trump is going even further, calling for mass deportations and saying that American cities have already succumbed to the "invasion" he long predicted.



In effect, both political parties in the United States have shifted to the right, leaving many immigrant rights activists to complain that the country is abandoning its longstanding role as the protector of displaced people around the world.



Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris have responded to that criticism by expanding legal opportunities for immigration into the United States even as they have cracked down on people who try to cross the border without documentation by evading the established ports of entry along the Mexican border.



Mr. Trump's allies say his tough stance on the border is a winning strategy.



"It plays to his strength," said Ron Vitiello, former head of U.S. Border Patrol and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement during the Trump administration. "You know he's going to fix this problem if elected like he did last time."



Amanda Baran, who worked as a homeland security official during the Biden administration, said Mr. Trump had intensified his language for political purposes instead of trying to find ways to fix what many agree is a badly broken immigration system.



"He would rather stir up fear by talking about mass deportations and degrading immigrants with lies and racist tropes," she said.



Federal, state and local officials have all rejected the idea that millions of criminals have been let into the country. Programs like the one that allows Haitians to live in the United States temporarily require national security and criminal vetting before they are approved to enter the country.



Mr. Trump has generally dodged or ignored questions about the specifics of his plans to remove millions of people from the country -- how much they would cost, 
how they would work
 and 
exactly whom they would target
.



Asked during Tuesday's debate about his promise to undertake "the largest domestic deportation operation in American history," Mr. Trump refused to offer any specifics and instead repeated his unfounded claim that Venezuela's crime rate has plunged because "they've taken their criminals off the street and they've given them to her to put into our country," referring to Ms. Harris.



No official government information corroborates Mr. Trump's assertions, including claims that crime in Venezuela has declined by 
67 percent
; at other times he has said it has dropped 
72 percent
. Whatever decline may have occurred is not related to the purge of criminals, according to 
a report
 by an independent group, the Venezuelan Observatory of Violence.



Democrats are betting that Mr. Trump's dark language will turn voters off, as it appeared to do when Republican lawmakers lost after running similar ads during the midterm elections of 2018 and 2022.



But many Republicans continue to see immigration as a winning issue this presidential election. Mr. Trump and his allies have continued to depict dystopian conditions at the southern border in Congress, 
statehouses
 and campaign ads, and escalated their 
use of the term "invasion"
 to describe migration, despite the language being tied to mass shootings in 
Pittsburgh, Pa.
; 
El Paso, Texas
; and 
Buffalo, N.Y.



Immigration Hub, a national group that backs progressive immigration policies, on Wednesday reported data from AdImpact, an ad tracking firm, that showed Democratic spending on television advertisements focused on the issue had grown fourfold to nearly $24.6 million in August from $6.1 million in July.



Spending on such ads by Republican and other conservative groups still dwarfed that figure, nearly tripling to $106 million in August, compared with $37 million the prior month.



"For too long, Democrats have ceded the issue, giving away a critical advantage," Beatriz Lopez, Immigration Hub's deputy director and chief political officer, said in a statement. "Immigration is an asset; not a political loser for Democrats."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/11/us/politics/trump-debate-migrants.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Trump's Alternative for Obamacare Is Now Just 'Concepts of a Plan'



Former President Donald J. Trump once promised to replace Obamacare with "something terrific." But as the 2010 law has become more popular, he has sounded less confident about a repeal.




During the debate on Tuesday, former President Donald J. Trump said he had the "concepts of a plan" to replace Obamacare.




By Noah Weiland and Margot Sanger-Katz


Sep 11, 2024


Former President Donald J. Trump's suggestion in Tuesday's debate that he had "concepts of a plan" to replace the Affordable Care Act instantly became one of the night's most memorable lines, transposed into memes 
across social media
.



It was also a continuation of a strategy Mr. Trump has practiced since he first ran for president nearly a decade ago: promise an overhaul to the health care system, then surrender to the political and 
practical
 challenges of developing such a plan.



"If we can come up with a plan that's going to cost our people, our population, less money and be better health care than Obamacare, then I would absolutely do it," he said at the debate. "But until then I'd run it as good as it can be run."



Mr. Trump's position straddled two seemingly contradictory ideas. He could both replace the Affordable Care Act with something better, and keep it in place making incremental changes, as he did during his first term. The growing popularity of the law -- around 60 percent of Americans approved of it in 
a recent poll
, and 
a record number of people
 signed up for plans this year -- has made any renewed push to repeal it politically perilous.



Yet Mr. Trump suggested that he might try anyway, promising a health plan "in the not-too-distant future." In Mr. Trump's telling on Tuesday, his administration took over flailing health care marketplaces and sturdied them, allowing the Affordable Care Act to mature even as his own health officials, Republican lawmakers and his Justice Department sought to restrict and 
nullify
 the health law.



"I had a choice to make when I was president: Do I save it and make it as good as it can be? Never going to be great. Or do I let it rot?" he said. "And I felt I had an obligation, even though politically it would have been good to just let it rot and let it go away."



The Affordable Care Act's insurance markets, which were rocky in 2016, have indeed become more stable and robust. But Mr. Trump pursued 
multiple
 
policies
 meant to 
undermine
, not strengthen, the program.



In budgets and other proposals
, some congressional Republicans have continued calling for major changes to the Affordable Care Act. But producing legislation to overhaul the law and getting it through a closely divided Congress would be challenging, something Mr. Trump appeared to concede on Tuesday.



Sabrina Corlette, a research professor at Georgetown University's Center on Health Insurance Reforms, said that any effort to introduce a less expensive health plan with strong health benefits would likely require devastating trade-offs, such cutting subsidies that allow people to afford their plans or taking away protections for patients with pre-existing conditions.



"It's very challenging to try to deliver the same degree of access and coverage at a lower cost than the Affordable Care Act," she said. "There's only so many ways to get to cheaper."



As a presidential candidate in 2015, Mr. Trump vowed to replace the Affordable Care Act "
with something terrific
." In office, he offered regular promises to "
soon
" release a plan that would install a cheaper, improved version of health care.



But the congressional plans he later endorsed as president would have decreased insurance coverage overall, cut funding to states, and erased protections for many Americans with pre-existing conditions.



Congressional Republican leaders, discouraged by earlier legislative failures and 
subsequent midterm electoral losses in 2018
, have shown little appetite for advancing such bills again.



Mr. Trump has practiced a kind of seesaw strategy with the Affordable Care Act in recent months. Last November, 
he said
 he was "seriously looking at alternatives" and that Republicans should "never give up" in seeking its repeal. He later 
softened
 those threats.



"The confident rhetoric of 'Obamacare is dead' in 2017 has been replaced by: 'I saved it. We'll keep it, and I'll make it better if I can,'" said Dr. Benjamin D. Sommers, a health economist at Harvard and former Biden administration official.



Mr. Trump appeared to bet that 
ambiguous calls for
 change would not carry the same kind of political liability now that many voters and campaigns are focused on other issues, such as the economy and immigration.



A 
survey
 published on Tuesday by KFF, a nonprofit health policy research group, showed that just 6 percent of Democrats and 2 percent of Republicans viewed health care costs as the most important issue determining their vote.



"Health care is still very important for people," said Dan Judy, an analyst at North Star Opinion Research, a Republican polling firm. "But it's important as part of a broader economic and inflation and cost of living issue right now."



After it was signed into law, the Affordable Care Act was broadly unpopular, becoming an avatar for the health system's deficiencies. Only around a third of Americans approved of it by the time the law's marketplaces were open in 2014, according to 
survey data from KFF
.



The law's repeal became a rallying cry for Republican politicians in several election cycles. But opposition to Obamacare is no longer a motivating force in the Republican Party, a shift that health policy experts have attributed to the law's increasingly expansive reach.



Almost 50 million Americans have signed up for plans through the Affordable Care Act's marketplaces since 2014, the Biden administration 
said on Tuesday
. Millions of lower-income Americans now have Medicaid coverage in states that expanded the program to cover more adults, an option introduced by the Affordable Care Act. And 
with help from substantial subsidies
 that brought down the costs of plans for buyers, a record number of people signed up for plans on the law's marketplaces this year.



The health law's consumer protections for Americans with pre-existing conditions are also enormously popular, and they have become more associated with the law since the 2017 repeal efforts.



Voters began approving more of the law as they learned about the details of the Republican repeal proposals.



"We never saw the Affordable Care Act as popular as it was when it was under threat of repeal," said Linda Blumberg, a research professor of public policy at Georgetown University and health analyst at the Urban Institute.



That puts Mr. Trump in a difficult position. His old repeal rhetoric is no longer helpful, even among many Republicans. He has yet to articulate a specific improvement proposal that voters like. That has left him with only "concepts of a plan."



"As President Trump said, he will release more details," Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokeswoman, said in a statement on Wednesday. "But his overall position on health care remains the same: bring down costs and increase the quality of care by improving competition in the marketplace."
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Grieving Ohio Father Tells Trump and Vance to Stop Talking About His Son



Nathan Clark says the candidates are exploiting his son's death in a crash caused by an immigrant outside the small city of Springfield. "This needs to stop now."



By Miriam Jordan


Sep 11, 2024


Barely an hour before the presidential debate the father of an 11-year-old Ohio boy killed when an immigrant's minivan crashed into a school bus lashed out at Donald J. Trump and his running mate, JD Vance.



Speaking during public comment at a regular meeting of the Springfield City Commission, the father, Nathan Clark, called them "morally bankrupt" politicians spreading hate at the expense of his son, Aiden. Mr. Clark said, "This needs to stop now." 



The death of Aiden Clark, who was thrown from the bus after the minivan driver, who is Haitian, veered into oncoming traffic just over a year ago, shook residents of Springfield, a blue-collar town between Dayton and Columbus. And it touched off a wave of angry rhetoric over the thousands of immigrants from Haiti who have settled in the area since the pandemic.




Aiden Clark was killed and at least 20 other students were injured in August 2023 when their school bus was struck by a minivan that had veered into oncoming traffic outside Springfield, Ohio.




But it was not until Mr. Vance took note in July that the city was thrust into the contentious national immigration debate.



Since then, Mr. Vance has been highlighting the influx of Haitians to Springfield as a detrimental consequence of the Biden administration's border policies. The immigrants are in the country legally with authorization to work, and they have moved to the Springfield area to fill jobs in manufacturing and other industries.



This week, Mr. Vance doubled down, repeating 
scurrilous claims
 that people "who shouldn't be in this country" were abducting and eating their neighbors' pets in Springfield. Mr. Trump's campaign 
amplified
 the baseless rumors, even after authorities debunked them.



On Monday, the Trump campaign 
posted on social media
 about Aiden, including his photo and that of Hermanio Joseph, the Haitian immigrant who struck the bus.



Then, on Tuesday, Vance referred to Aiden in a post on X, saying that "a child was murdered by a Haitian migrant."



Standing beside his wife, Danielle, Mr. Clark opened his three-minute speech saying that he wished that his son had been killed by a 60-year-old white man, if only because the family would have been spared the barrage from "hate-spewing people."



"My son was not murdered," he said. "He was accidentally killed by an immigrant from Haiti."



"This tragedy is felt all over this community, the state and even the nation, but don't spin this towards hate," he said in his remarks at the commission meeting, which was live streamed.



City officials have said thousands of Haitians have settled in Springfield. Fleeing one of the most troubled countries in the world, the immigrants have 
helped revitalize the town
, whose population had been dwindling in recent decades. But the speed and volume of arrivals have put pressure on housing, schools and health services.



Since Aiden's death in August 2023, residents have been packing City Commission meetings to air grievances about the immigrants.




Danielle and Nathan Clark, the parents of Aiden Clark, fought back tears during the sentencing of Hermanio Joseph in May.




But the vitriol has intensified in recent months, with attendees often making denigrating comments about Haitians, such as that they have low IQs. Some of the critics have also insinuated that the immigrants have brought disease and crime to the city, which health officials and the police have denied.



More than 20 students were also injured when Mr. Joseph's minivan struck the school bus en route to school last year. He carried a driver's license that was not valid in Ohio. The authorities did not find evidence he had consumed alcohol or drugs. In May, Mr. Joseph, 36, was convicted of involuntary manslaughter and could serve up to nine years in prison.



On Tuesday night, Mr. Clark, a teacher, cited four politicians whom he described as "morally bankrupt" for using Aiden to advance their interests -- Mr. Trump; Mr. Vance; Bernie Moreno, the Ohio Republican nominee for the Senate; and Representative Chip Roy, a Republican of Texas.



"They have spoken my son's name and used his death for political gain," he said from the podium.



"They can vomit all the hate they want about illegal immigrants, the border crisis and even untrue claims that fluffy cats are being ravaged and eaten by community members," Mr. Clark said.



"They are not allowed, nor have they ever been allowed to mention Aiden Clark from Springfield, Ohio," he continued.



"I will listen to them one more time to hear their apologies."



In a statement sent to The Times in response to Mr. Clark's criticism, Luke Schroeder
, 
a spokesman for Mr. Vance, faulted Vice President Kamala Harris for the administration's border policies and said that the Clark family was in Mr. Vance's prayers.



Mr. Clark said that Aiden studied different cultures and accepted everyone. As his parent, he was committed to honoring his son's memory in that spirit, he said.



"Sure we have our problems here in Springfield and in the U.S.," he said. "But does Aiden Clark have anything to do with that?"



Ms. Clark, who is also a teacher, unfurled a red T-shirt emblazoned with #LiveLikeAiden on the back and held it up for the audience, which responded with applause. Then the couple exited the chambers.
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Trump's Playbook on Abortion Includes This False Charge



During the debate, the former president used the phrase "execute the baby" to attack Kamala Harris for her support of abortion rights.




Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald J. Trump sparred over abortion during their first presidential debate.




By Elizabeth Dias and Lisa Lerer


Sep 11, 2024


Even in a presidential debate packed with shocking charges, the bombshell phrase stood out.



"Execute the baby."



Donald J. Trump used that violent and false rhetoric on Tuesday night to attack Vice President Kamala Harris for her support of abortion rights, a tactic that he has employed for years to claim the moral high ground on a divisive issue. In his final 2016 presidential debate, he accused Hillary Clinton of wanting to "rip the baby out of the womb." Earlier this year, he said President Biden would legalize abortion rights to "kill the baby."



There is no state in this country where it is legal to kill a baby after it's born. But Mr. Trump's rhetoric has served as a politically powerful tool to galvanize his socially conservative Christian supporters who saw it as a moral call to arms.



That was then. The fall of Roe v. Wade plunged the country into a visceral national conversation about abortion, miscarriage and birth. Women told their stories of facing life-threatening complications, and the emotional pain of losing wanted pregnancies. Health care providers discussed heartbreaking cases of girls being raped and impregnated.



During the debate, Ms. Harris used those personal stories to try to refute Mr. Trump's old line on new grounds: His claim was not only false but immoral.



"A survivor of a crime, a violation to their body, does not have the right to make a decision about what happens to their body next," Ms. Harris responded. "That is immoral. And one does not have to abandon their faith or deeply held beliefs to agree the government, and Donald Trump certainly, should not be telling a woman what to do with her body."



Ms. Harris's debate performance stood in striking contrast to President Biden's less than three months ago, when he struggled to offer a coherent answer on the Democrats' most powerful mobilizing issue.



And her words also left Mr. Trump unsteady on Tuesday night. "His spiral began when he started talking about reproductive choice," Senator Tammy Duckworth of Illinois said. "She put him on his back foot on that. And he just continued to spiral out of control and became more and more incoherent as the night went on."



The scene played out early in the debate. Mr. Trump opened the door, loosely paraphrasing a Democratic governor:



"He said the baby will be born and we will decide what to do with the baby. In other words, we'll execute the baby."



Mr. Trump attributed the quote to a former governor of West Virginia, when he most likely meant to reference the former Virginia governor, Ralph Northam.



In early 2019, Mr. Northam stumbled into a political firestorm when Democrats in his state's legislature were pushing a bill that would lift some restrictions on abortions after 28 weeks.



Such abortions later in pregnancy are extremely rare -- less than 1 percent happen after 21 weeks, 
according to KFF
, a nonprofit health policy research organization -- and generally occur because the fetus has a fatal condition or the pregnant woman's life or health is at severe risk.



A drug can be injected to stop the fetal heartbeat before birth, or a suction device ends the life before it is removed from the womb. In the rare cases of premature birth, with little to no chance of the child's survival, parents and doctors can discuss palliative care, 
allowing for a natural death without harsh and futile attempts at resuscitation.



In a radio interview describing the impact of third-trimester cases, when a woman would go into labor with a nonviable fetus, Mr. Northam said, "the infant would be delivered, the infant would be kept comfortable, the infant would be resuscitated if that's what the mother and the family desired."



"Then a discussion would ensue between the physicians and the mother," he continued.



Mr. Northam later said he was describing a woman faced with an impossible choice, but anti-abortion activists portrayed his comments as condoning the murder of an infant -- what they called a "post-birth abortion."



In a private White House meeting, Marjorie Dannenfelser, the president of Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America, pushed Mr. Trump to discuss the controversy in his State of the Union address. He eagerly complied.



"The mother meets with the doctor," Mr. Trump said then. "They take care of the baby. They wrap the baby beautifully, and the doctor and the mother determine whether or not they will execute the baby."



Republicans across the country echoed the attack, leaving 
Democrats struggling to combat
 a wave of false assertions.



The idea behind the attacks had deep roots in the anti-abortion movement, going back to a 1971 handbook, which taught that human life begins at conception, that a fetus is deserving of rights and that, therefore, abortion and infanticide were equivalent.



Mr. Trump's return to such aggressive language seems intended for conservative Christian voters, to prove that he has not abandoned their values, after months of softening his language on the topic.



And it represents a win for activists who have been fighting to regain their foothold in his orbit and who have embraced the strategy in their own post-debate commentary.



"President Trump is right: Kamala Harris is the extremist in this race on abortion," Ms. Dannenfelser said in a statement. "Harris continually refuses to name any limit on abortion she supports -- even painful late-term abortions of healthy babies in the seventh, eighth and ninth month, for any reason, paid for by taxpayers."



But in this new, post-Roe environment, Democrats doubt the potency of Mr. Trump's old language.



"I've always been taken aback that he's using the most devastating moments of a woman's life -- complex scary health issues, a baby with life-threatening conditions," said Tresa Undem, a public opinion researcher who studies abortion. "No candidate has called him on that yet, and she started to."



Reid J. Epstein
 contributed reporting from Philadelphia.
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Adams's Pick for Top Lawyer Withdraws His Nomination



Randy Mastro, a former federal prosecutor and aide to Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, said he had been denied a fair hearing by the City Council.




Randy Mastro, a former federal prosecutor and aide to Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, had little chance of Council approval for what he described as his dream job.




By Jeffery C. Mays and Dana Rubinstein


Sep 11, 2024


Mayor Eric Adams's choice to become the city's top lawyer asked on Tuesday for his nomination to be withdrawn after the City Council questioned his fitness for the office during a 
bruising 11-hour hearing
 last month.



Randy Mastro, a former federal prosecutor and aide to Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, had little chance of Council approval for what he described as his dream job. But Mr. Adams pushed on with the nomination, mounting a monthslong campaign to gain support.



"New Yorkers have a right to expect more from their elected officials," Mr. Mastro wrote in a letter to Mr. Adams. He added that he was being denied an opportunity to serve the role, the corporation counsel, "based on a hearing that was anything but fair."



The Council, which was to vote on his nomination on Thursday, questioned whether Mr. Adams chose Mr. Mastro because of his reputation as an aggressive attorney, as the mayor faced a federal investigation into his campaign fund-raising and a civil sexual assault lawsuit.



Last week, federal authorities 
took the phones of several members of Mr. Adams's inner circle
, including the police commissioner, first deputy mayor, schools chancellor, deputy mayor for public safety and a senior adviser to the mayor.



During the hearing last month, many Democratic members questioned Mr. Mastro's morals and ethics based on some of the clients he has represented, including fast food restaurant owners opposed to increasing the minimum wage and Chevron, which he defended over pollution in the Ecuadorean rain forest.



The Council also questioned Mr. Mastro's past association with Mr. Giuliani, who has undergone a very public decline.



Mr. Mastro had argued that he would not just be the mayor's lawyer but would represent the entire city. He also cited his pro bono work for members of the L.G.B.T.Q. community and homeless people.



"It's unfortunate that politics has seeped into this process and, as a result, will deprive New Yorkers of one of the most qualified candidates for this office our city has ever seen," Mr. Adams said in a statement.



The City Council speaker, Adrienne Adams, had also made it clear that she saw Mr. Mastro's nomination as another step in what she described as Mr. Adams's attempts to curb the Council's legislative powers.



Mr. Mastro's long list of clients "conflicted with the city's long-term institutional interests," Ms. Adams said in the hearing last month.



Julia Agos, a spokeswoman for the Council, said that Mr. Mastro "offered no real accounting or accountability for the areas of his record during the Giuliani administration and afterward that many found harmful to Black, Latino and marginalized communities."



The Council is willing to work with Mr. Adams "to advance a nominee who is unifying rather than divisive, has the trust of all city elected officials and can secure support from the Council," she added.



But Mr. Mastro had his defenders on the Council. Robert Holden, a Democrat from Queens, said in a statement that the Council's handling of the nomination was "a politically motivated inquisition." He added, "We lost an excellent opportunity to have one of New York's top attorneys representing the city, and this spectacle was a disservice to New Yorkers who expect professionalism and fairness from their elected officials."



The former corporation counsel, Sylvia O. Hinds-Radix, left in May after 
reports of legal disagreements
 with the Adams administration. Muriel Goode-Trufant is serving as the acting corporation counsel.



The opposition to Mr. Mastro's nomination was strong. He was not close to achieving the majority of the 51-member Council he needed to approve his appointment. Both the Black, Latino and Asian and Progressive Caucuses in the council opposed his nomination.



On Tuesday, a letter from Latino members of the City Council circulated calling for Mr. Adams to withdraw Mr. Mastro's name from consideration. Many council members were planning speeches to excoriate Mr. Mastro further during the vote.



Mr. Mastro argued that he would pursue litigation that would align with the Council's goals. Those promises were not enough. In his letter, Mr. Mastro said that although he was given a hearing, "most council members weren't listening" to his arguments.



"They'd already made up their minds," Mr. Mastro wrote, "for reasons unrelated to the merits."



William K. Rashbaum
 contributed reporting.
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A Temporary Truce in the Political Wars as Harris, Trump and Biden Mark 9/11



Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald J. Trump joined President Biden and other dignitaries in a daylong journey to sites of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.




President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris attended a commemoration of the 9/11 attacks in Lower Manhattan with former President Donald J. Trump, Senator JD Vance and other political figures on Wednesday. 




By Peter Baker


Sep 11, 2024


Barely 10 hours earlier, they had been at each other's throats, calling one another a "disgrace," "horrible" and "grossly incompetent." Then they put down their political swords on Wednesday morning and stood just a few feet apart to mark one of the most solemn moments on the modern American calendar.



Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald J. Trump joined President Biden and other dignitaries in a daylong journey to sites of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 -- traveling separately but collectively paying homage to the nearly 3,000 people killed on that day of devastation 23 years ago in a remarkable display of shared sentiment.



Ms. Harris and Mr. Trump shook hands politely at ground zero in New York the morning after their fiery debate, in what was only the second time they had met in their lives. They then stood together in a tent as the names of those who died at the World Trade Center were somberly read by sometimes teary-eyed family members. Standing between them were Mr. Biden and former Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg. On Mr. Trump's other side was Senator JD Vance of Ohio, his vice-presidential running mate.



The picture of unity after a night of gladiatorial combat was, of course, just a surface-level show for the cameras. There is no love lost between Ms. Harris and Mr. Trump, nor between Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump. Just the night before, Mr. Trump referred to Mr. Biden as a "weak, pathetic man" who is so decrepit that he "doesn't know he's alive" and had disappeared from public view so much since dropping out of the race that "we don't even know if he's a president."



But it is a mark of the singular nature of Sept. 11 as a traumatic national memory that the combatants in today's scathing political competition would feel compelled to share a tent even for an hour. Both sides know that whoever did not show would pay a political price, so they swallowed any reservations and made the appearance. No speeches were given during the ceremonies, averting the risk of an impolitic statement.



The gridlock of motorcades of current, former and would-be presidents and vice presidents in Manhattan soon gave way to separate trips to Shanksville, Pa., where Flight 93 crashed after passengers and crew rose up against the hijackers who had seized the plane. This time, Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris appeared first without Mr. Trump, laying wreaths in a wordless ceremony and later visiting a nearby firehouse for pizza and beer with relatives of those who died and local firefighters.



Mr. Trump, who stopped with Mr. Vance at the Engine 4/Ladder 15 firehouse in the Financial District, after leaving the World Trade Center site, landed in Pennsylvania a little while after the president and vice president. He headed to the same memorial after the president and vice president had left, joined by his son Eric Trump, among others. The former president was heard thanking his hosts as he left, declaring it an incredible place. He pumped his fist several times.



Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris then planned to fly to Washington for a final wreath-laying stop at the Pentagon. Mr. Trump did not continue on to the third site.



The ceremony at ground zero in New York came on a day that felt eerily similar to that tragic Tuesday morning nearly a quarter-century ago -- sunny, clear and crisp, a touch of coming autumn in the air. For a time, at least, minds turned back to where people were when they saw or learned of the two majestic towers collapsing in a cloud of debris and dust, the deadliest foreign attack on American soil and a moment that transformed the nation.



The handshake between Ms. Harris and Mr. Trump appeared to be facilitated by Mr. Bloomberg. The two were standing a few feet apart before the ceremony got underway and the former mayor made a point of tapping the vice president, who was facing the other direction, to draw her over to greet the former president.



Ms. Harris gamely reached out to shake Mr. Trump's hand, just as she had done on her own initiative at the beginning of the debate in Philadelphia on Tuesday night. The two said some words to each other that were not audible to reporters kept far away and then a smiling Mr. Trump used his other hand to pat hers twice in a seemingly friendly gesture.



The break from politics will be brief. On Thursday, Ms. Harris is scheduled to hold rallies in North Carolina while her running mate, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, visits Michigan, both swing states. Mr. Trump is set to hold a fund-raiser in Los Angeles while Mr. Vance does the same in New York City.



Jonathan Weisman
 and 
Michael Gold
 contributed reporting.
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The Defense Secretary Revoked a Plea Deal in the 9/11 Case. Or Did He?



How the latest controversy in the long-running death-penalty case at Guantanamo Bay could play out.




Khalid Shaikh Mohammed at Guantanamo Bay in June, in an image provided by his legal team. He is accused of masterminding the Sept. 11 attacks.




By Carol Rosenberg


Sep 11, 2024


In rapid succession, two dramatic decisions jolted the 
Sept. 11 case
 this summer: a plea agreement that exchanged life sentences for guilty pleas, and its reversal.



What happens next in the case is up to the judge, 
who has to decide
 if Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III had the authority to revoke the agreement days after the retired general he put in charge of the process signed it.



Mr. Austin declared that 
his only motivation
 was to make sure there would eventually be a trial for the man accused of masterminding of the attacks, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, and his co-defendants.



But his decision left the military judge in the case with a series of questions to resolve. Do the rules allow Mr. Austin to revoke an agreement after it was signed, sealed and delivered to the court? Or did he act too late? Did the manner in which he did it create the appearance of unlawful influence?



The case has been in pretrial hearings since 2012. Four successive military judges have wrestled with the rules and evidence in the trial at Guantanamo Bay's special tribunals, which the Bush administration created in response to the attacks that killed nearly 3,000 people in New York, at the Pentagon and in Pennsylvania on Sept. 11, 2001.



Five weeks of pretrial hearings are scheduled to begin on Monday, just after the 23rd anniversary of the attacks. But the question of the plea might not come up until October. Prosecutors have lined up two weeks of witnesses to testify on a challenge to the case by the lawyers for the one defendant who did not sign the agreement.



Seven news organizations, including The New York Times, this week 
petitioned the judge
 to unseal the documents associated with the plea agreements. The judge set an Oct. 1 deadline for prosecution and defense lawyers to respond to the filing.



Here is how it could all play out:



The judge could consider the timing of Mr. Austin's decision.



Defense lawyers for the three men who signed the agreement argue that Mr. Austin acted too late, and that the plea agreements are essentially still valid contracts.



They want the judge, Col. Matthew N. McCall, to rule that Mr. Austin was wrong and to take the first steps toward a sentencing hearing that could happen next year.



To assist in deciding that question, the judge has asked the lawyers 
a series of technical questions
 about which rules, if any, allow a defense secretary to "withhold and reverse, or otherwise alter," a lawful action by the overseer of the military commissions.



In this instance, the overseer is 
Susan Escallier
, a retired brigadier general whom Mr. Austin put in charge of the war court last summer.



The judge could hear arguments on the question in the next hearings, rule on the spot or take his time before acting. Whatever he decides, his ruling could kick off appeals in higher courts.



Some defense lawyers are preparing a separate argument to dismiss the case, or the possibility of the death penalty. They say that Mr. Austin's withdrawal of the deal after politicians protested it created the impression that he was subject to political influence.



The court could move forward on other issues.



The judge has made clear he wants to continue hearing evidence and arguments to resolve issues that have delayed the start of the death-penalty case for a dozen years. One topic is whether national security restrictions on the defense lawyers' ability to investigate and acquire evidence prevent the defendants from having a fair trial.



In 2018, the first judge 
threw out the prisoners' confessions
 for that reason. The next three judges have revisited the question. 



Colonel McCall could suspend the case until the government decides that sharing the classified information at issue no longer presents a national security risk.



He could dismiss the case, which could still result in it being brought again later.



Or he could take death off the table, making life in prison the ultimate possible sentence.



The impact of torture on the confessions could be addressed.



Confessions by the defendants were obtained during interrogations at Guantanamo Bay in 2007, after the men had been tortured while they were in C.I.A. custody.



The judge has spent years hearing evidence about what happened before those confessions to decide whether they were tainted by torture.



The judge in Guantanamo's other death-penalty case 
threw out that defendant's confession
 for that reason, declaring that it was derived from torture.



In the Sept. 11 case, one team has argued that the case should be dismissed entirely using a rarely successful legal doctrine involving "outrageous government conduct."



Under the plea deal, the government could use at least portions of the confessions in the sentencing phase.



The court may look at whether outside factors influenced Mr. Austin.



The court could examine whether Mr. Austin was unlawfully influenced by outside factors when he revoked the plea agreement two days after Ms. Escallier signed it.



But that question is unlikely to be ready for the judge to consider until later this year as defense lawyers seek information about the timing and circumstances of Mr. Austin's decision.



Mr. Austin said he was acting out of a personal belief that there should be a trial. In the intervening days, however, two congressional committees opened an investigation into the plea deal and political leaders denounced it, as did some families of those killed on Sept. 11.



In this case and in military justice in general, a judge can dismiss a case or the death penalty as a possible punishment for even an appearance of "unlawful influence" to restore faith in the process and the independence of the judiciary. In this instance, the judge could also essentially reinstate the plea agreement through a finding that Mr. Austin did not have the authority to rescind it.



Last month, the judge urged the government to comply with requests by the defense teams for information surrounding Mr. Austin's decision.



But obtaining emails or call logs or testimony of conversations could take time, and possibly subpoenas.
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Johnson Scraps Vote on Spending Extension Amid Bipartisan Resistance



The scuttling of the six-month stopgap measure, which includes a requirement to show proof of U.S. citizenship when registering to vote, sets back Republicans' plan to avert a government shutdown.




Speaker Mike Johnson's decision not to go ahead with the vote indicated that efforts to whip Republicans into supporting the legislation were not yielding results.




By Catie Edmondson and Luke Broadwater


Sep 11, 2024


Speaker Mike Johnson on Wednesday abruptly canceled a vote on his initial plan to avert a government shutdown, as opposition to the six-month stopgap funding measure piled up in both parties.



It was a bruising setback for Mr. Johnson coming only a few weeks before a Sept. 30 deadline Congress faces to fund the government or face a shutdown.



In short remarks just off the House floor around midday on Wednesday, Mr. Johnson told reporters that he would not go ahead with the planned afternoon vote on the spending plan, saying that "we are in the consensus-building business" and adding that he was working with a slim majority.



As early as Monday, it appeared clear that the measure was doomed on the House floor. Resistance from an array of Republican factions bubbled up almost immediately after lawmakers returned to Washington from a lengthy summer recess earlier this week. And Democrats rejected it in part because it contained legislation they oppose to require proof of U.S. citizenship when registering to vote, a policy they say is unnecessary and could make it more difficult for eligible voters to register.



Mr. Johnson's abrupt announcement threw a wrench into efforts to keep the government funded beyond Sept. 30. The Democratic-controlled Senate and White House have said they would reject the short-term spending bill even if Mr. Johnson could muster the votes for it in the House.



But his decision not to go ahead with the vote on Wednesday indicated that efforts to whip Republicans into supporting the legislation were not yielding results, potentially sapping Mr. Johnson of any negotiating leverage he might have had.



The $1.6 trillion proposal would have extended current spending levels through March 28.



Its critics came from across the political spectrum. Defense hawks objected to the legislation because it would essentially hold military spending flat, and conservative hard-liners balked at extending current funding levels they believe are too high. Democrats panned the inclusion of the voting measure, which they have condemned as xenophobic and based on a groundless claim that Democrats are trying to allow hordes of noncitizens to vote illegally in November so they can steal elections.



Former President Donald J. Trump, who has lodged that false claim repeatedly, has urged Republicans not to fund the government without the voting restriction. Mr. Johnson had gone to bat for it, casting his move to link the stopgap spending measure to it as a "righteous" battle.



"This is a conviction I feel deep in my heart," Mr. Johnson said on Tuesday of pairing the two measures. "I think it's something we must do. That's why it's worth fighting for."



The situation created an unwelcome sense of deja vu on Capitol Hill, where House Republican leaders, driven by demands from their right flank to cut spending and rein in immigration at the southern border, have picked fights for the last two years over the annual spending process.



In most cases, the Republican speaker has been unable to muster the votes within his own conference for even a G.O.P. version of a short-term spending bill -- a measure conservatives despise because it extends, rather than cuts, funding levels.



That has resulted in House Republicans swallowing bipartisan spending legislation carried by the mainstream factions of both parties, to the chagrin of ultraconservatives in the conference.



There is little appetite among most lawmakers for a shutdown just weeks before the November elections. But Mr. Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, on Tuesday ordered members of his party to shut down the government unless they received "absolute assurances on Election Security."
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Ex-Music Teacher Who Sexually Abused Middle Schoolers Gets 30 Years



Jesus Concepcion, a teacher at a Bronx middle school, gave cellphones to girls so he could contact them without their parents' knowledge, and he bought them gifts to lure them in.




After sentencing Jesus Concepcion to 30 years, the judge in the case embraced each of the victims.




By Maia Coleman


Sep 10, 2024


A former music teacher at a Bronx middle school was sentenced on Tuesday to 30 years in prison for sexually abusing five female students decades ago, plying them with phones and gifts and manipulating them into thinking he was in love.



The teacher, Jesus Concepcion, pleaded guilty in September 2023 to coercing the girls, each between the ages of approximately 12 and 16 at the time, into having sex in the school's music room, in his car and at motels in New Jersey, a string of crimes that occurred over seven years.



Mr. Concepcion, 51, pleaded guilty to 10 counts, including enticing a minor to engage in illegal sexual activity. He was sentenced on Tuesday by Judge Loretta A. Preska as four of his victims and their relatives watched.



Mr. Concepcion, who wore a navy blue shirt, sat expressionless beside his lawyers in the chilly Manhattan federal courtroom as his victims spoke tearfully about what he had done to them.



"Jesus Concepcion enjoys defiling and destroying children's lives," said one victim, who was identified in legal filings as Minor Victim-3. Turning to face her former teacher, she continued: "If it were up to me, I would request capital punishment."



In a brief statement in court, Mr. Concepcion apologized directly to the women he had victimized, speaking slowly and looking straight ahead. "There isn't anything I can say that can take back what I've done," he said. "Me saying sorry falls short."



Mr. Concepcion was first arrested and charged in an indictment unsealed in August 2021 that accused him of sexually abusing four students. In March 2023, prosecutors added a fifth victim and expanded the charges.



He pleaded not guilty before abruptly admitting his crimes on the eve of his trial last fall.



Mr. Concepcion's predation began in 2000, while he was teaching music at KIPP Academy Middle School in the Bronx, prosecutors said. Over the next seven years, Mr. Concepcion singled out five young girls he taught and wormed his way into their lives, lavishing them with attention and money. He bought them clothing, jewelry and music, prosecutors said, and even provided some with alcohol.



He persuaded each of his victims that they were in a romantic relationship and bought four of them cellphones so he could text and call them to arrange rendezvouses without their parents knowing.



Around late 2003, Mr. Concepcion even drove from New York to Connecticut to visit one of the girls at her high school, where they had sex in his car, according to the indictment. Mr. Concepcion made a similar trip to Pennsylvania during the same period to visit a different victim at her high school, prosecutors said.



Mr. Concepcion also asked two victims, sisters, to send him sexually explicit nude photos. One consented, sending the images on the cellphone he had given her, prosecutors said. When the other resisted, Mr. Concepcion showed her the explicit photos of her sister as an example of what he was looking for.



Under the sentencing guidelines for his offense, Mr. Concepcion had faced the possibility of a life sentence.



In a letter submitted to the court ahead of the sentencing, Raoul Zaltzberg, one of Mr. Concepcion's lawyers, requested 10 years in prison, the minimum under the terms of Mr. Concepcion's plea deal. Mr. Zaltzberg cited his client's "deep remorse" and his wish to help raise his 3-year-old daughter.



Mr. Zaltzberg described Mr. Concepcion as a man who pulled himself out of a challenging upbringing in the South Bronx through his early talent for music, making it first to LaGuardia High School, the elite performing arts school, and eventually to the Juilliard School.



But prosecutors recommended a 45-year sentence, noting the lasting harm that Mr. Concepcion inflicted and the painful effect that his delayed plea had on his victims, who had been prepared to testify.



He "is a serial sexual abuser who manipulated and took advantage of some of society's most vulnerable -- children from challenging economic circumstances," prosecutors said in a letter.



On Tuesday, two of those victims and several family members read statements detailing, in often stomach-churning detail, the long-lasting damage that Mr. Concepcion had inflicted on their lives, and the toll exacted on them by the case's winding journey through the court.



Throughout the nearly two-hour proceeding, several victims sniffled and hyperventilated, with one even briefly leaving the courtroom in tears.



"You deserve everything coming your way," a woman identified as Minor Victim-4 told her former teacher.



Before delivering the sentence, Judge Preska noted the gravity of the charges, calling them "one of the most serious offenses we come across in this court."



After Mr. Concepcion had been taken out of the courtroom, Judge Preska stepped off the bench and approached the victims.



"I am so sad for you but I am so proud of you," she said, hugging each one. "I hope this will allow you to have a sense of how important you are."
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The Leader of the Mormon Church Turns 100



Russell M. Nelson is older than the pope and the Dalai Lama. But serving as president in one's 11th decade comes with challenges.




Russell M. Nelson in April.




By Ruth Graham


Sep 09, 2024


When Russell M. Nelson was born in Salt Lake City, Utah had been a state for less than 30 years. Calvin Coolidge was the president of the United States. And total membership in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, which is now 17 million around the world, was less than 600,000.



Mr. Nelson, the oldest president in the church's history, turns 100 on Monday. He has been alive for more than half of the life span of the church itself.



In a presidential election cycle that has prompted soul-searching about aging and leadership, Mr. Nelson's milestone suggests that, at least in his church, a triple-digit birthday does not merit much hand-wringing. He remains a popular figure among church members, who view their president not just as an executive but as a "prophet, seer and revelator."



The remarkably advanced age of the church's highest leader occasionally produces grumbling from the faithful, especially as it grapples with social issues relating to marriage, sexuality and gender that tend to be viewed more liberally by younger members. And leaders at extremely advanced ages may effectively pass most of their duties onto others less subject to public accountability.



"A power vacuum at the top, caused by the incapacitation of the Church president, can put the entire church at risk of damage that might otherwise be prevented by a competent president," the authors of a paper titled "Gerontocracy and the Future of Mormonism" argued in Dialogue, an independent Latter-day Saints journal, in 2016.



A spokesman for the church, Doug Anderson, said Mr. Nelson was not available for an interview. But Mr. Nelson's known concessions to his age include his giving up skiing at age 93 and curtailing international travel. After a fall on the day after his 99th birthday last year, he skipped attending the church's twice-yearly General Conference, though he contributed a taped message.



This spring, he appeared in person but his address was again recorded.



"For each of us, time marches on," Mr. Nelson wrote on social media, in a post that informed attendees that he and some of his fellow church leaders might be seen sitting down while they speak, or requiring assistance navigating the conference center.



"From my point of view, this is cause for celebration," he wrote. "I thank the Lord every day for the privilege of still being here with you."



Mr. Nelson's age places him among the some 100,000 centenarians in America, a group that is 
expected to triple
 in the next three decades.



With strictures against alcohol and tobacco, and an emphasis on strong family and community ties, members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints tend to live longer than their peers. One study tracking Latter-day Saints' lifestyle habits and mortality over the course of more than two decades found that   male church members lived almost 10 years longer than white men in the general population. (The vast majority of American church members are white.)



Mr. Nelson and his first wife, Dantzel, had nine daughters and a son, which had led to, as of last year, 57 grandchildren, 160 great-grandchildren and one great-great grandson. After his wife died in 2005, Mr. Nelson remarried the next year, to a professor at Brigham Young University.



He also belongs to a smaller group of global religious figures who hold top leadership positions well past the customary age of retirement. Pope Francis, who embarked last week on the 
longest international trip
 of his papacy, is 87. The Dalai Lama turned 89 this summer.



Religious figureheads are often given more leeway than political leaders by their followers to show signs of aging. But serving as a faith leader in one's ninth decade -- or one's 11th, as in Mr. Nelson's case -- comes with challenges. Francis often relies on a wheelchair, and has occasionally pulled out of trips over health concerns. His predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI, cited declining "strength of mind and body" when he announced his surprise retirement at age 85 in 2013.



Mr. Nelson became the church's top leader in 2018 at age 93, and will retain the position until he dies. By custom, the president of the church is the longest-serving member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, an all-male group of leaders. As life expectancies have risen, Latter-day Saints leaders have often assumed the top office well into their 80s and 90s.



The previous president, Thomas S. Monson, died at age 90. Mr. Nelson's presumed successor, Dallin H. Oaks, is 92.



"He's going to be seen as quite a consequential figure," said Benjamin E. Park, who is a historian and the author of "American Zion: A New History of Mormonism," published this year. Mr. Park described Mr. Nelson as more willing than his predecessors to adapt or even eliminate traditions he views as inessential, even as he 
holds firm
 on traditional doctrine around gender and sexuality, for example.



"He's stripping down the institution to what he sees as the core values and stripping away any other excesses," Mr. Park said.



Mr. Nelson discouraged the production of large pageants once enjoyed by generations of church members. In 2018, he abruptly 
announced
 he had a revelation from God that the word "Mormon," widely used inside and outside the church, was no longer acceptable.



The church has also undertaken a building boom under his leadership. Mr. Nelson has announced plans for 168 new temples over the course of his presidency, which make up almost half of the total number existing or in development.



The church will celebrate the birthday with a program of tributes and music simulcast online worldwide at 4 p.m. Mountain time on Monday. Live interpretation will be available in 18 languages, including Arabic, Italian and Tagalog, indicating the church's global footprint -- far beyond its borders during Mr. Nelson's childhood.



In 1996, the journalist Mike Wallace of CBS's "60 Minutes" asked the Latter-day Saints's president at the time, Gordon B. Hinckley, whether the church should be considered a "gerontocracy," given its roster of older male leaders.



"Isn't it wonderful?" replied Mr. Hinckley, who was 85. "To have a man of maturity at the head, a man of judgment, who isn't blown about by every wind of doctrine?"



Mr. Hinckley served as president until his 
death in 2008
 at age 97. Mr. Wallace made his last appearance on television the same year, at age 89.
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Polaris Dawn Astronauts Reach Record High Orbit Above Earth



After launching early on Tuesday, the billionaire Jared Isaacman and his crew traveled to altitudes not visited by any astronaut since the Apollo moon missions of the 1960s and '70s.




A view from SpaceX's Crew Dragon Skywalker spacewalk platform released on Tuesday.




By Kenneth Chang


Sep 11, 2024


Four private astronauts aboard an ambitious space mission led by a billionaire entrepreneur traveled farther from Earth on Tuesday than any other human being in more than half a century.



Two of them, Sarah Gillis and Anna Menon, have now gone farther from the planet than any other women ever.



The mission, named Polaris Dawn, 
lifted off through a break of favorable weather
 before sunrise on Tuesday. The flight had been grounded for nearly two weeks by unsettled weather in and around Florida.



The astronauts, flying an elliptical path around Earth in a SpaceX Crew Dragon capsule, looped outward as far out as 755 miles above the planet's surface. The mission's orbits were carefully planned to reduce the hit of radiation the crew would absorb, and to minimize the chances of being struck by tiny bits of rock crisscrossing the solar system.



The journey on Tuesday was only a small fraction of the nearly quarter million miles that NASA's Apollo astronauts traveled to the moon. But after the last mission going there in 1972, humanity has stayed close to our planet, not venturing beyond orbits a few hundred miles up.



The Polaris Dawn mission, led by Jared Isaacman, founder of the payment services company Shift4, is a collaboration with SpaceX, the rocket company founded by Elon Musk. It is the first of three missions designed to spur technological advances needed for Mr. Musk's ambition to send people to Mars eventually.



That includes the mission's most daring moment, scheduled for Thursday: a spacewalk.



On Tuesday after 8 p.m. Eastern time, the spacecraft performed a maneuver to add some bragging rights.



The thrusters on the Crew Dragon spacecraft fired for about eight minutes to push the farthest point of the spacecraft orbit outward by another 125 miles or so. Polaris Dawn was now flying higher than the 853-mile-high altitude that the NASA astronauts Pete Conrad and Richard Gordon reached during the Gemini XI mission.



That had remained the record distance for astronauts on a mission that did not head to the moon.



In addition to Mr. Isaacman, the crew consists of Scott Poteet, a retired U.S. Air Force lieutenant colonel and pilot who is a longtime friend of Mr. Isaacman's, and two SpaceX employees: Ms. Menon, a lead space operations engineer, and 
Ms. Gillis
, an engineer who oversees astronaut training.




The Polaris Dawn mission lifted off on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket on Tuesday from the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Fla.




After completing six of the high orbits, the Crew Dragon performed another six thruster firings on Wednesday to drop the spacecraft to a lower orbit where there is less radiation and fewer micrometeroids.



The spacewalk is scheduled for Thursday, the third day of the mission, although a time has not yet been announced.



Preparations for the spacewalk began almost as soon as the astronauts reached orbit, albeit imperceptibly. The atmospheric pressure within the Crew Dragon capsule -- initially 14.5 pounds per square inch, the same as the surface of Earth -- will gradually be lowered to 8.65 p.s.i. That helps to remove nitrogen from the bloodstream of the astronauts and lower the possibility of decompression sickness, or "the bends," similar to what happens to divers who return too quickly to the surface.



The four crew members will put on their spacesuits, and all of the air will be let out of the capsule. The hatch will then be opened and the inside of the spacecraft will become part of the vacuum of outer space.



Only two people -- Mr. Isaacman and Ms. Gillis -- are to leave the capsule to do the walk. Mr. Poteet and Ms. Menon will remain in the spacecraft to manage the umbilical cords and monitor the readings to make sure everything is proceeding properly.



The main goal of the spacewalk is to test the spacesuits, which SpaceX developed for this flight. The spacesuits are an evolution of those worn on earlier SpaceX missions, adding capabilities like protection against micrometeroids and temperature controls for the astronauts.




The Polaris Dawn astronauts from left: Anna Menon, Scott "Kidd" Poteet, Jared Isaacman and Sarah Gillis. The four spent hours on Tuesday doing science experiments in orbit after launching.




Mr. Poteet and Ms. Menon will remain inside the capsule, keeping an eye on the displays and managing the umbilical cords that provide air, power and other life-support needs to the astronauts.



After Mr. Isaacman and Ms. Gillis return inside and close the hatch, the inside of the capsule will be repressurized.



The entire endeavor is expected to take about two hours.



Before and after the spacewalk, the crew will conduct about 40 experiments, including obtaining M.R.I.s of the astronauts' brains and trying to take X-ray images without an X-ray machine by using the natural showers of radiation that stream through outer space.



The crew spent about three and a half hours on those research activities on Tuesday, according to 
an update
 posted to the mission's account on the social platform X in the evening. That included testing of communications with the ground using SpaceX's Starlink system.



The mission is also raising money for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis.
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Man in California Is Arrested for Arson as Wildfires Rage in the West



No state is battling more large fires than Oregon. The authorities have arrested a man suspected of starting one of the biggest blazes in California.




The Bridge fire near Wrightwood, Calif., on Tuesday night. The blaze in the San Gabriel Mountains has ballooned to more than 46,000 acres.




By Soumya Karlamangla


Sep 11, 2024


Fueled by warm weather and gusty winds, more than 70 large fires were blazing across the United States on Wednesday. Most of them are in the West, where tens of thousands have been forced to evacuate their homes to escape encroaching flames.



In recent days, a severe heat wave has helped ignite new fires. Windy conditions expected on Wednesday could cause them to swell quickly or to create new difficult-to-control blazes, officials say. At least one of the three major fires in Southern California, the Line fire, was an act of arson, and the authorities 
arrested a man
 on Tuesday.



So far this year, fires have torn through more than 6.9 million acres across the country. That's the most acres that have burned by early September since 2018, 
according to the National Interagency Fire Center
.



Here's the latest on some of the major blazes:



California



One of the three major blazes in the Los Angeles region known as the 
Line fire
 has grown to about 34,000 acres in the San Bernardino Mountains east of the city, and is threatening 65,000 structures. Firefighters expect the blaze, which was 14 percent contained as of Tuesday night, to spread east toward Big Bear, known for vacation homes and ski resorts.



Closer to Los Angeles, 
a blaze in the San Gabriel Mountains
 known as the Bridge fire has ballooned to more than 46,000 acres.




The Airport fire prompted evacuations in Orange County, Calif., on Monday night.




A brush fire 
known as the Airport fire
, which erupted on Monday afternoon in a rural area of Orange County, southeast of Los Angeles, appears to be moving northeast toward less populated parts of neighboring Riverside County. As of Tuesday evening, it had grown to 19,000 acres. Firefighters were already benefiting on Tuesday from slightly cooler temperatures.



Nevada



The Davis fire
, which began over the weekend between Reno and Carson City, had spread to about 5,000 acres as of Tuesday evening. Meteorologists believe high winds and dry conditions on Wednesday could allow the fire, as well as new potential blazes, to grow rapidly out of control and prevent people from safely evacuating.



Oregon



A blaze in rural central Oregon known as the 
Rail Ridge fire
 has destroyed a handful of homes and grown to more than 157,000 acres, five times the size of San Francisco. Officials said cooler, wetter weather this week would make it easier to contain the fire, which began last Monday. Even before this latest round of fires, Oregon last month 
surpassed
 its longstanding record for acres burned in a year.



Idaho



In Idaho, 
an enormous fire
 in the Boise National Forest merged this week with another, creating a blaze about 40 miles north of Idaho's capital city that has now burned a total of more than 78,000 acres. But it's not even the largest fire in the state.



The Wapiti fire
, also in the Boise National Forest, was sparked by lightning in July and had grown to more than 120,000 acres. The fire, which officials say has been fueled by an abundance of extremely dry vegetation, is 12 percent contained.
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Guards Say Top Adams Aide Threatened Them After Having Them Arrested



Two security guards said the aide, Timothy Pearson, attacked them then had them arrested. Federal agents seized his cellphone last week as part of 0a separate investigation.




Timothy Pearson, center, is a close friend of Mayor Eric Adams, right, dating to their time spent together in the Police Department.




By Dana Rubinstein and William K. Rashbaum


Sep 11, 2024


Last fall, a senior adviser to Mayor Eric Adams was seen physically attacking several security guards at a Midtown migrant shelter. Under his apparent command, the police arrested two of the guards.



Within two weeks, the charges were 
dropped
, and the city Department of Investigation 
began looking into
 the conduct of the adviser, Timothy Pearson, one of the mayor's closest confidants and a retired police inspector who still holds significant sway over the Police Department.



But Mr. Pearson's questionable behavior did not end at the shelter. He made a previously unreported visit to the Midtown South precinct station house, according to the guards and two people familiar with the matter.



There, he confronted the guards, Leesha Bell and Terrence Rosenthal, as they stood handcuffed in front of the precinct's desk while their arrests were being processed.



"I told you all I'll have your jobs," Mr. Pearson said, according to Ms. Bell, then a security tour commander who recalled the exchange in her first interview since the October incident.



A short while later, the Midtown South precinct commander visited Ms. Bell in her cell at Mr. Pearson's request, and said Mr. Pearson wanted to speak to her. The commander said Mr. Pearson had suggested that mutual apologies were in order, and that if she didn't acquiesce, she might not be released.



Ms. Bell declined. Now she and Mr. Rosenthal are preparing a lawsuit against Mr. Pearson and the city, accusing them of false arrest and malicious prosecution. The lawsuit, which is expected to be filed in the coming weeks, will also include an excessive force allegation from a third guard, Angelica Weldon, who accused Mr. Pearson of pushing her into a wall during the melee, fracturing her shoulder.




Leesha Bell, left, and Terrence Rosenthal, say they were pressured to apologize to Mr. Pearson after their arrests.




Mr. Pearson was one of several top City Hall officials whose cellphones federal agents seized 
last week
 as part of an investigation by the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York.



He has been a friend of Mr. Adams, a retired police captain, for decades. The mayor has defended Mr. Pearson since the shelter incident, saying he has never known him to be violent, and hailing him as a Sept. 11 hero.



Fabien Levy, a spokesman for the mayor, said, "We'll review the lawsuit if and when it is filed."



Mr. Adams hired Mr. Pearson 
in 2022
 to work as his senior adviser for a salary of $243,000, even as the city's only casino was paying him between $250,000 and $500,000 to work as its vice president of public safety, according to city records. The arrangement ended after 
it was disclosed
 by The New York Times.



Mr. Pearson's broad portfolio under Mr. Adams includes conducting spot checks at migrant facilities. In an interview in August, Ms. Bell and Mr. Rosenthal said they believed that Mr. Pearson retaliated against them because they challenged his authority. They appear to have offended him by following the very rules that Mr. Pearson, with his spot checks, was supposed to ensure they were upholding.



Ms. Bell, working for a city contractor called Arrow Security, was the tour commander at the Midtown shelter, located at a 
former
 Touro University building. Mr. Rosenthal, who also worked for Arrow, was stationed at the shelter's door.



On the afternoon of Oct. 17, Mr. Pearson walked through the shelter door and demanded entry.



Supervisors at the shelter had drilled it into the security team: Require identification from all those seeking entry to the premises.



"I asked him for his ID, he pushed me," Mr. Rosenthal said. Three witness statements that the city gathered after the melee recount an unidentified person pushing Mr. Rosenthal.



Ms. Bell was stationed in a booth nearby. In her peripheral vision, she saw Mr. Rosenthal fall sideways, she said. She ran from her booth and confronted Mr. Pearson.



"I said, very loud: 'Hello, excuse me, who are you? I'm Bell, tour commander at Arrow. How can I help you?'" she said.



Seven witness statements acquired by The Times recount Ms. Bell asking for Mr. Pearson's identification, and Mr. Pearson aggressively refusing to provide it.



"You don't know who I am? You don't know who I am?" he responded, according to Ms. Bell.



"He put his hands around my neck and threw me to the ground," she said. Twelve witness statements recount Mr. Pearson pushing or putting his hands on Ms. Bell.



In the ensuing melee, Ms. Weldon, the third guard, said that Mr. Pearson pushed her into a wall, fracturing her shoulder. Two witnesses also recounted Mr. Pearson pushing Ms. Weldon. An incident report from that day prepared by the shelter's supervisors confirms that an ambulance took her to the hospital.



The melee was 
reported in October
 by The City, a nonprofit news organization.



As the fight broke out, the police arrived, and Mr. Pearson directed them to arrest Ms. Bell and Mr. Rosenthal, according to the security guards.



Police officers took the two security guards to the Midtown South station house. As the guards were being booked, they were astonished to see Mr. Pearson show up and threaten them.



Ms. Bell remembered calling Mr. Pearson a vulgarity at the time, and said she was angry and humiliated that he would flaunt his authority.



Hours later, while Ms. Bell was in a first-floor holding cell, a police official in a white shirt visited her. She later identified the official as Inspector Edwards.



The inspector said that while he didn't know what had transpired between her and Mr. Pearson, it clearly had gotten out of hand, Ms. Bell recalled. She declined to apologize to Mr. Pearson, or accept his apology in return.



His unorthodox appearance at the Midtown South station house was corroborated by a city official who spoke on the condition of anonymity, to avoid alienating the mayor's friend and adviser, and another person familiar with the visit.



The precinct commander, Inspector Edwards, when asked to respond to questions about the episode, referred a reporter to the Police Department's media relations office.



There was no indication that Inspector Edwards had engaged in any misconduct or violated the Police Department's Patrol Guide. But the deputy commissioner for public information, Tarik Sheppard, said the matter had nonetheless been referred to the Internal Affairs Bureau to determine whether any department employee had engaged in wrongdoing.



Mr. Pearson's conduct at the station house, however, is part of the Department of Investigation's inquiry into the migrant center episode, a person with knowledge of the matter said. It will also be an element of the guards' lawsuit, which is being prepared by their lawyer, Jason Steinberger.
 
He said Mr. Pearson's appearance at the precinct reflected "a consciousness of guilt and was designed solely to coerce them to not report his behavior."



Several hours after she was first arrested, Ms. Bell was released with a criminal summons charging her with disorderly conduct for "chest bumping" a City Hall official and "forcing him backwards." The charge is a violation, less serious than a misdemeanor. It was dismissed on Nov. 2. She has since taken a higher-level job at a different security firm.



Mr. Rosenthal's journey through the criminal justice system was eventful, too.



While in a holding cell at the same Midtown South precinct, a police officer he was unable to identify visited him in his cell to deliver a hamburger from McDonald's and a message: "Pearson told him to make sure the charges stick," Mr. Rosenthal said.



Mr. Rosenthal was released after more than a day in custody. Ten days later, a judge dismissed misdemeanor charges against him after the 
Manhattan district attorney's office concluded
 that Mr. Pearson's allegations were unlikely to hold up in court. In August, Mr. Rosenthal said he remains a security guard at another New York City migrant shelter.



Other legal problems also trail Mr. Pearson.



He has been named as a defendant in 
four sexual harassment
 suits filed this year by former subordinates, three of them men who said they were appalled by his behavior toward women in the small unit Mr. Pearson oversees.



All four -- two sergeants, a lieutenant and a deputy police chief -- were assigned to work with Mr. Pearson in the unit, which was designed to act as quality assurance unit for city services. All accused Mr. Pearson of retaliating against them because they had complained about his conduct, and three said they had retired as a result. They have described Mr. Pearson as a chronic sexual harasser prone to vindictive behavior. The Department of Investigation is also 
investigating
 the allegations in the lawsuit.



Mr. Adams has said Mr. Pearson deserves due process in the matter.



John M. Flannery, a partner at Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP who represents Mr. Pearson in the sexual harassment lawsuits, did not respond to a request for comment. The city is paying Mr. Flannery's fees.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/11/nyregion/timothy-pearson-guards-migrants.html
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Edward Johnson, C.I.A. Hero in Iran Hostage Crisis, Dies at 81



He was a secret partner who helped rescue six American diplomats in 1980 by passing them off as a film crew. The caper inspired the movie "Argo."




Edward B. Johnson, right, receiving the C.I.A.'s Intelligence Star, its second-highest award, from John N. McMahon, the agency's deputy director for operations. Mr. Johnson had taken part in a daring rescue of Americans from Tehran in 1980.




By Sam Roberts


Sep 11, 2024


Edward B. Johnson, who as an anonymous C.I.A. officer in 1980 helped rescue six American diplomats during the Iran hostage crisis by casting them as a Hollywood crew scouting a Mideast location -- an audacious escape that itself became grist for an Oscar-winning movie -- died on Aug. 27 at his home in Fairfax, Va. He was 81.



The cause was complications of pneumonia, his son Harold said.



Documents detailing the Iran rescue were declassified by the Central Intelligence Agency in 1997, and another C.I.A. officer, Antonio J. Mendez, who had masterminded the scheme and recruited Mr. Johnson, wrote a book about the episode, "The Master of Disguise: My Secret Life in the C.I.A." (1999).



The caper became the basis of "Argo," a film directed by and starring Ben Affleck (as Mr. Mendez), which won the 2013 Academy Award for best picture.



Mr. Mendez died in 2019
 without ever revealing his colleague's name. Mr. Johnson was identified in the book only by his cover name, Julio, and wasn't referenced in the film at all. And even at C.I.A. headquarters in Langley, Va., in a painting depicting the two C.I.A. officers forging visas for the diplomats, Mr. Johnson remained faceless, seen from behind.




"Argo: Rescue of the Canadian Six," a 2012 oil painting on canvas by a C.I.A. artist, Deborah Dismuke. It depicts the C.I.A. officers Antonio Mendez, top, and Mr. Johnson forging fake visas for six American diplomats who were trapped in Tehran during the hostage crisis in Iran. Mr. Johnson's role in the escapade was not disclosed publicly until last year.




Not until a year ago, in the 
season finale
 of 
"The Langley Files,"
 an official agency podcast, was Mr. Johnson's pivotal role 
revealed publicly.



In a statement released by the agency, his family honored him as "a name that whispered through the corridors of intelligence."



Mr. Johnson was a Sorbonne-educated linguist and expert at extracting informers, turncoats, undercover agents and other C.I.A. assets from the Soviet bloc during the Cold War. He had been assigned to the Office of Technical Services in Europe when Mr. Mendez enlisted him to help in the Iran rescue after militant Iranian students seized the U.S. Embassy in Tehran on Nov. 4, 1979, and took 52 diplomats hostage.



Six American consular officials escaped and found refuge in the home of 
Kenneth D. Taylor
, the Canadian ambassador. The challenge was how to spirit the six out of Iran covertly.



One State Department scheme was for them to bicycle out of the city masquerading as teachers, but that idea was scrapped. American and Canadian officials then settled on the dicey moviemaking plot.



In Hollywood, Mr. Mendez recruited a makeup and special effects artist, John Chambers, to supply the "film crew" with a rough script for a science-fiction film, titled "Argo," that had been scrubbed years earlier. (In Greek mythology, Argo was the ship Jason and the Argonauts sailed in to rescue the Golden Fleece from the dragon holding it captive in the sacred garden.)




A scene from the 2012 movie "Argo," which told the story of the C.I.A.'s rescue of the diplomats. From left were John Goodman, Alan Arkin and Ben Affleck, who portrayed Mr. Mendez and directed the film. The movie made no reference to Mr. Johnson.




The two C.I.A. officers and the consular officials would pretend that they worked for "Studio Six," an invented entity; Mr. Chambers even rented an office for it on Sunset Boulevard. He also provided filmmaking gear and disguises to make the diplomats look like Hollywood heavyweights. One man wore a silk shirt, unbuttoned down the front, and a gold chain and medallion.



"These are rookies," Mr. Johnson recalled in an oral history. "They were people who were not trained to to lie to authorities. They weren't trained to be clandestine, elusive."



The escapade, which became known as "the Canadian Caper," began on Friday, Jan. 25, 1980, when Mr. Mendez and Mr. Johnson, carrying Canadian passports and fake studio documents, arrived at Mehrabad International Airport in Tehran. On his way out, Mr. Johnson managed to swipe some blank exit forms.



But the day took an inauspicious turn when, navigating with a local map, the C.I.A. men wound up at the Swedish Embassy, directly across from the besieged American compound, instead of at the Canadian Mission. Improbably, though, an Iranian student demonstrator wandered over, gave them directions and hailed a taxi, refusing a tip.



"I have to thank the Iranians for being the beacon who got us to the right place," Mr. Johnson later said.



Their performance was convincing. On Monday, Jan. 28, the American diplomats left the city center in Canadian Mission vans instead of taxis so that they would remain together as a group. Assuming that the Iranians were monitoring their communications, the Canadians cabled Ottawa to say that they were providing security for the "film crew" because conditions in Tehran were unstable.



At the airport, Mr. Johnson played chaperone, tipping the porters as he escorted the Americans through customs on their way to boarding a Swissair flight to Zurich. After a final security pat-down and a mechanical glitch that briefly delayed the takeoff, the two C.I.A. officers and the diplomats were in the air and heading home.



"The biggest thing I think we did was to convince them that you can, you can do it -- as simple as that," Mr. Johnson said of the diplomats.



He recalled being stunned as he boarded the plane and saw that it was coincidentally named Aargau, after a Swiss canton, or state.



"What the hell?" he said. "We went in the plane, sat down, and after a bit -- I forget when -- I picked up The Herald Tribune and did the crossword puzzle. And one of the clues was Jason's companions -- Jason and the Argonauts."



Mr. Mendez's memoir and an article he wrote in Wired magazine in 2007 with Chris Terrio inspired the movie "Argo" -- art imitating life imitating art. The hostages who had been seized at the U.S. Embassy were not released until Jan. 20, 1981, minutes after the inauguration of President Ronald Reagan.



Mr. Johnson and Mr. Mendez both received the C.I.A.'s Intelligence Star, its second-highest award. Mr. Johnson retired from the agency in 1995, worked as a government contractor and, his family said, explored his passion for photography.




Mr. Johnson retired from the C.I.A. in 1995 and worked as a government contractor. For decades afterward he did not talk about his role in the Tehran rescue -- until last year.




Edward Bernard Johnson was born on July 29, 1943, in Brooklyn. His father, Edward, was an accountant. His mother, Mary (Cassidy) Johnson was a teacher.



He grew up in Huntington Station, N.Y., on Long Island, and graduated from St. Dominic High School in nearby Oyster Bay in 1961. He received a bachelor's degree in French language from Assumption College (now University) in Worcester, Mass. He learned Spanish, he said, growing up with Cuban and Puerto Rican friends.



Mr. Johnson served in the Army, taught English in Saudi Arabia, earned a master's in French civilization from the University of Paris and applied to the C.I.A. 



In addition to his son Harold, he is survived by his wife, Aileen (Heal) Johnson, whom he married in 1973; three other sons, Geoffrey, Craig and Christopher; a daughter, Sheelagh Anthony; and nine grandchildren.



Mr. Johnson had preferred to remain anonymous for four decades until his family persuaded him to go public in the C.I.A. podcast.



"Even as the world celebrated his heroism, he remained a ghost, a figure shrouded in anonymity," his family said in their statement. "For decades, his identity was a closely guarded secret. It was only in the twilight of his life that he finally emerged from the shadows, a legend in his own right."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/11/us/edward-johnson-dead.html
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Francisco Lopera, Pioneer in Alzheimer's Research, Dies at 73



A neurologist in Colombia, he worked with the world's largest extended family with Alzheimer's and helped fuel research to prevent or delay dementia symptoms.




Dr. Francisco Lopera in 2019. He identified about 6,000 members of a large extended family in Colombia, about 1,200 of whom were born with a genetic mutation that causes Alzheimer's.




By Pam Belluck


Sep 10, 2024


Dr. Francisco Lopera, a trailblazing neurologist who identified the world's largest extended family with Alzheimer's and spent decades working with them in his native Colombia, 
died
 on Tuesday at his home in Medellin. He was 73. The cause was metastatic 
melanoma
.



His death was announced 
on social media
 by the neuroscience group at the University of Antioquia in Medellin, which Dr. Lopera led until last month, when 
he retired
.



Dr. Lopera, a professor at the university for nearly 40 years, made 
significant discoveries in the field of Alzheimer's
. His work led to identifying the genetic cause of the extended family's disease, helped pioneer efforts to find drugs to prevent or delay symptoms and spearheaded discoveries of genetic 
mutations that appear to be able to forestall cognitive decline
.



He also spent tremendous time and energy providing care and information to patients and their relatives. He identified about 6,000 members of the 
large clan
 in Medellin and mountain villages in northwest Colombia. An estimated 1,200 of them were born with a genetic mutation that causes Alzheimer's, with symptoms starting in their 40s and often causing death in their 60s.



"He was very devoted to finding a cure for Alzheimer's and trying to stop the disease, but he also knew that there were patients that were already facing the disease," said Yakeel Quiroz, a Colombian neuropsychologist and director of the Multicultural Alzheimer's Prevention Program at Massachusetts General Hospital who collaborated with Dr. Lopera and was among the many researchers he mentored.




Dr. Lopera with a research colleague, Yakeel Quiroz. "He was very devoted to finding a cure for Alzheimer's and trying to stop the disease," she said of Dr. Lopera.




Before Dr. Lopera's efforts began, people in the poverty-stricken and violence-scarred villages of Antioquia, the region where Dr. Lopera grew up, called the condition La Bobera: "the foolishness" or "the madness." According to superstitions, it was caused by witchcraft, by touching a mysterious tree, or from curses emanating from the statue of a Spanish colonial leader or an angry priest.



Those with the disease were shunned or hospitalized, Dr. Quiroz said. Now, because of Dr. Lopera's compassion and commitment to educating the family members, "they understand what the disease is," she said, and "they are taking care of their patients."



Dr. Lopera began trying to identify the family's disease as a young doctor. In 1982, he saw a 47-year-old patient with memory loss and learned that the man's father, grandfather and seven other relatives had experienced the same symptoms, Dr. Lopera recalled in an interview 
with The New York Times
 in 2010.




Dr. Lopera in 2010 looking at the genealogies of the extended family that he identified and studied in Colombia.




After encountering other similar patients, he began leading a painstaking search through records in the region, including parish lists, wills and certificates of birth, death, baptism and marriage. He sketched elaborate genealogies by hand that revealed 
25 families all descended from an 18th-century couple from Spain
.



Determining the cause of the condition affecting the members of the extended family required analyzing brains of patients after they died, but many people were uncomfortable with the idea of donating their brains to science.



Then, in 1995, he approached the relatives of a 56-year-old woman who belonged to the extended family after she died with dementia in the village of Angostura. Over the phone, the relatives declined to donate her brain, and Dr. Lopera was also rebuffed when he sought help from the mayor, a priest and the local hospital director. Nonetheless, Dr. Lopera and a pathologist drove to the village, joined the woman's family at her funeral and beseeched her 14 adult children.



All agreed, except for one son, a policeman linked to drug traffickers, who drunkenly demanded that Dr. Lopera pay 20 million pesos for the brain. Dr. Lopera ultimately negotiated with the man for permission without payment, and the pathologist removed the woman's brain.



With the brain in formaldehyde in his hand luggage, the pathologist flew to Massachusetts, where Dr. Kenneth S. Kosik, a neuroscientist working with Dr. Lopera, detected plaques and tangles that he described as "textbook Alzheimer's."




Dr. Lopera with one of the donated brains from a member of the family that was at the center of his research.




Later, Dr. Lopera and Dr. Kosik identified the single genetic mutation -- on the presenilin 1 gene on chromosome 14 -- responsible for the cases of Alzheimer's in the extended family. Dr. Lopera called it the Paisa mutation, using the name for people from northwest Colombia.



"We now had a genetic explanation for the largest family in the world with familial Alzheimer's," Dr. Kosik said. People who inherit one copy of that mutation, labeled E280A by scientists, are virtually guaranteed to develop cognitive decline in midlife.



Because the exact reasons and the timing for most cases of Alzheimer's are unclear, the predictability and the distinct cause of the Colombian family's disease have presented exceptional opportunities for research. Among other efforts, Dr. Lopera created a bank of more than 300 brains and a registry for members of the family.



He eventually helped lead a clinical trial of a drug given to members of the family before they developed symptoms.



"That study launched a new era in Alzheimer's prevention research," said Dr. Eric Reiman, the director of the Banner Alzheimer's Institute in Phoenix, who helped lead the trial with Dr. Lopera. Dr. Reiman said that during one meeting in Phoenix to discuss plans for the trial with leaders of federal agencies and Alzheimer's organizations, Dr. Lopera had conveyed a simple message: "My families are waiting."



The 
drug did not work
, but research by Dr. Lopera and his colleagues yielded other discoveries. They identified people with the Paisa mutation who 
kept Alzheimer's at bay for years
 and 
determined
 that these individuals had 
other mutations
 that 
protected them from early-onset symptoms
. Those findings could yield clues for Alzheimer's treatments in the future.



"None of this would have been possible without Francisco," Dr. Reiman said. This year, Dr. Lopera was awarded the 
Potamkin Prize
, often considered the Nobel Prize for Alzheimer's research. In 2020, he received 
a lifetime achievement award
 from the Alzheimer's Association.



Dr. Lopera was known for adventurous determination and calm during volatile events. Before researching Alzheimer's, he told The Times, he ran a rural clinic from which guerrillas once kidnapped him. He said that while being forced to ride overnight on horseback to a jungle, he fell off and was stranded until the guerrillas noticed the empty saddle.



He was eventually released with a ripped half of a five-peso note. His kidnappers ordered him to treat a guerrilla who would appear at his clinic with the other half and falsify records to say the man's gunshot wounds were accidental. His reward: a Spanish translation of Karl Marx's "Das Kapital."




Members of the extended family in Angostura, Colombia, in 2010, where Dr. Lopera and his colleagues spoke about the Alzheimer's drug trial they were planning.




Francisco Lopera Restrepo was born on June 10, 1951, in Aragon, Colombia, north of Medellin, the fourth of 13 children of Blanca Elena Restrepo and Luis Emilio Lopera, who owned a corner shop. He grew up in nearby Yarumal and was often called by the nickname Pacho.



Survivors include his wife, Claramonika Uribe, a phonoaudiologist, and their daughter, Karina, who has degrees in anthropology and literature.



Dr. Lopera traveled hours to visit 
patients and families
, sometimes through dangerous territory, having embraced a "philosophy of medicine that was: It's not that they come to us, we go to them," Dr. Kosik said.



Dr. Quiroz said he would regularly encourage seemingly impossible research ideas by saying: "We can do it -- don't worry, it will happen."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/10/science/francisco-lopera-restrepo-dead.html
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Will Jennings, Oscar Winner for 'My Heart Will Go On,' Dies at 80



As an in-demand lyricist, he won a shelf of awards for hits with Steve Winwood, Eric Clapton and Dionne Warwick, as well as for the theme song for "Titanic."




Will Jennings in 2012. He won Oscars for best song for "My Heart Will Go On" and for "Up Where We Belong," from the film "An Officer and a Gentleman."




By Clay Risen


Sep 10, 2024


Will Jennings, an English professor turned lyricist whose 1998 Academy Award for "My Heart Will Go On," the theme song from the movie "Titanic," capped a long career writing hits for musicians like Steve Winwood, Eric Clapton and Dionne Warwick, died on Sept. 6 at his home in Tyler, Texas. He was 80.



The office of his agent, Sam Schwartz, confirmed the death but did not cite a cause.



Mr. Jennings won the Oscar for best song twice: for 
"My Heart Will Go On,"
 which he wrote with 
James Horner
 and which was performed by Celine Dion; and in 1983 for 
"Up Where We Belong,"
 from the film "An Officer and a Gentleman"; written with 
Jack Nitzsche
 and Buffy Sainte-Marie, it was performed by 
Joe Cocker
 and Jennifer Warnes.



In most of his hits, Mr. Jennings wrote the lyrics while his collaborators wrote the melodies -- an unsurprising division of labor, given that Mr. Jennings came to songwriting after a career teaching poetry and English literature.



He was known for his disciplined work ethic, his subtle references to classical literature tucked into seemingly airy pop tunes and his insistence on getting to know an artist or film to inhabit their perspectives.



"With Will, his personality broke down all the barriers and got to what's real," said Rodney Crowell, who wrote several songs with Mr. Jennings, including 
"Many a Long and Lonesome Highway"
 (1989) and 
"What Kind Of Love"
 (1992).



Mr. Jennings started writing songs in the early 1970s in Nashville, where his several hits included 
"Feelins',"
 recorded by 
Conway Twitty
 and 
Loretta Lynn
; it topped the country charts in 1975.



By then he had moved to Los Angeles, where he started writing for film soundtracks even as he continued to collaborate on hits for Barry Manilow (
"Looks Like We Made It,"
 1976, with Richard Kerr), Ms. Warwick (
"I'll Never Love This Way Again,"
 1978, a Grammy winner also written with Mr. Kerr) and Randy Crawford (
"One Day I'll Fly Away,"
 1980).



Mr. Jennings's two Oscar-winning songs also won Golden Globe Awards, and he won a Grammy for song of the year for "My Heart Will Go On."



His most productive writing relationship was with the English blues-rock musician Steve Winwood, who, after an early career with the Spencer Davis Group and Traffic, was trying to make it as a solo artist.




Mr. Jennings contributed several songs to Mr. Winwood's album "Arc of a Diver" (1980), and wrote all the lyrics for "Taking Back the Night" (1982).




Mr. Jennings contributed several songs to Mr. Winwood's second solo album, "Arc of a Diver" (1980), including Mr. Winwood's first big hit, 
"While You See a Chance"
 He went on to write the lyrics for the Winwood album 
"Talking Back to the Night"
 (1982) and for most of the tracks on two more Winwood albums, 
"Back in the High Life"
 (1986) and "Roll With It" (1988). Loaded with radio-friendly songs, the releases established Mr. Winwood as one of the most successful singers of the 1980s.




Mr. Jennings contributed most of the songs on Mr. Winwood's albums "Back in the High Life" (1986) and "Roll With It" (1988).




Another of Mr. Winwood's early bands was Blind Faith, a supergroup that included Mr. Clapton. When Mr. Clapton asked for help on the soundtrack for the 1991 film "Rush," Mr. Winwood suggested Mr. Jennings.



Mr. Clapton was already in the studio recording, but he was stuck on some of the soundtrack's songs, including 
"Tears in Heaven,"
 about his 4-year-old son, Conor, who had recently fallen to his death.



Mr. Clapton had the first verse; Mr. Jennings arrived and quickly wrote the rest, including what he later said were his favorite lines, of all that he had ever written:



Time can bring you down



Time can bend your knees



Time can break your heart



Have you begging please




Mr. Jennings wrote some of the lyrics to Eric Clapton's hit song "Tears in Heaven."




The song brought Mr. Jennings more acclaim, including another Grammy for song of the year and the second of his three Golden Globes.



Wilbur Hershel Jennings was born on June 27, 1944, in Kilgore, Texas, and raised in nearby Tyler, amid the East Texas oil fields, where his father, Hershel, was a laborer; his mother was Millie (Hughes) Jennings.



Will attended Tyler Junior College, then transferred to the University of Texas at Austin and then again to Stephen F. Austin State University, where he received a bachelor's degree in 1966 and a master's in 1967, both in English. He taught English literature at Stephen F. Austin for a year before moving to the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire.



He taught there for three years -- and played in a country-rock band -- before getting the itch to write country songs. He and his wife, Carole (Thurman) Jennings, packed their bags for Nashville.




Mr. Jennings in 2006. He was widely considered to be one of the best lyricists alive.




Ms. Jennings, whom he married in 1965, survives him, as do his sisters, Joyce Hudnall and Gloria Townsend.



Mr. Jennings wrote less after his success with "My Heart Will Go On" and eventually returned to Tyler. Though he was widely considered one of the best lyricists alive, he had no interest in milking that distinction.



"I have a funny reputation because I've never pursued the publicist's path to eternal fame," he told The Vancouver Sun in 1993. "This is a hustling business and the squeaky wheels get the grease, but I'm just trying to write the best song I can each day with whatever frail equipment I have."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/10/arts/music/will-jennings-dead.html
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Quote of the Day: Will Automation Replace Jobs? Port Workers May Strike Over It.


Sep 12, 2024


"You don't have to pay pensions to robots."



BRIAN JONES
, a foreman at the Port of Philadelphia, on negotiations for a new contract covering longshore workers being stalled over the use of equipment that can function without human operators. Page B1.
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You Just Got a Tattoo. How Do You Look After It?



Advice on tattoo aftercare is plentiful, and sometimes confusing. Tattoo artists and dermatologists weigh in on what you should do.




It can take several weeks or longer for a tattoo to heal. How you take care of it in the beginning is crucial to what happens next.




By Isabella Kwai


Sep 03, 2024


The new tattoo may be of an unfurling script, a bold geometric sleeve or a funny illustration. Perhaps it is your first, or joins a medley: inked in honor of a person, place or the spirit of self-expression.



Getting a tattoo is less fringe than it once was: About 32 percent of American adults have at least one, 
according
 to a 2023 Pew Research Center survey. But while tattoos are more widely accepted, advice on caring for them can be conflicting.



The confusion begins as soon as the artist puts down the machine. Some use a classic plastic wrap as a cover to protect your brand-new ink, while others opt for newer dressings. One recommendation is to wash tattoos immediately after returning home, using an antibacterial soap. Another is to wait a few days before washing with a milder, fragrance-free soap.



Then there are the ointment options: recommendations include options from Vaseline and Aquaphor, natural oils and butters, and diaper rash creams to a market of products geared specifically toward tattoo healing.



It can all be bewildering.



"Every customer hears information from somewhere, and it can always be wrong," said Will Dozer, the owner of 
The Electric Paintbrush
, a tattoo shop in North London.



Though there is some research into tattoo care, dermatologists say that it is not extensive. Without widespread, standardized guidelines for aftercare, customers often rely on advice from individual tattoo artists, friends or online research.



"There seems to be a lot of misinformation out there," said Naresh Bhana, the owner of 
Flamin' Eight
, a tattoo shop in London. "We owe it to our clients to help them through that process as best we can."



Gentle washing, twice daily



Your health history, the size of your new tattoo and where it is on your body can all affect healing, according to artists and dermatologists.



But everyone agrees that it's important to keep the area clean, especially early in the healing process, which can take two to four weeks.



When a tattoo is made, needles drive ink particles through the skin's top layer and into the dermis below, leaving little open wounds that can act as "micro-channels," said Dr. Deborah S. Sarnoff, a clinical professor of dermatology at New York University.



"It's not unusual for those wounds to ooze and ink to come out -- and you don't want bacteria, virus or fungus going in
," 
she said, adding that for around 48 hours, the wound is especially vulnerable to infections. That means no swimming in the ocean, hot tubs, pools or anywhere that could introduce pathogens. (Perhaps rethink that tattoo right before, or during, your vacation to the beach.)



Some artists recommend washing a new tattoo a few hours after your appointment, to clear it of any ink and plasma buildup. But Dr. Sarnoff advises leaving a dressing on and not washing the tattoo for about two days. After that, she says, wash your own hands first before cleansing the area around twice daily.



"You want it to be a very gentle soap -- preferably unscented, preferably fragrance-free," she said.



"No scrubbing, no picking of scabs, no pulling them off," said Dr. Bruce Robinson, a board-certified dermatologist in New York City. "Gently soaking. Whatever comes off comes off with just regular soap and water."



But even the choice of soap can be polarizing. Some tattoo artists recommend antibacterial soap to prevent infection. Others, like Mr. Bhana, say those are too harsh: "You really want to use something that is absolutely mild and pH neutral as absolutely possible."




Skin care companies and even some tattoo studios, eager to provide alternatives, are also adding specialized products to the tattoo aftercare market.




Whatever you use, keep it moist but don't overdo it.



Keeping a wound moist gives it the best chance of healing well and without scarring, according to dermatologists. But unless it's infected, they advise skipping the antibiotic creams and specialized products in favor of a classic: petrolatum, or petroleum jelly, which is commonly sold as Vaseline.



"Vaseline is better than pretty much anything else because there's nothing in it that would cause a reaction," said Dr. Robinson, adding that scents and other ingredients like preservatives could cause an allergic reaction.



Tattoo artists will often send their clients home with petrolatum-based products like Aquaphor or A+D ointment and tell them to switch to a lighter lotion after several days. But unlike dermatologists, many of the artists say that personal experience has taught them a tattoo needs air to heal, and caution against petrolatum-based products.



Since Lal Hardy opened 
his London studio
 over 40 years ago, products for tattoo aftercare have multiplied, he said. Mr. Hardy often recommends cocoa butter, or an unscented, hypoallergenic moisturizer easily found in drugstores. "They just seem simple to use for people, which is what you want," he said.



Mr. Hardy recommends a thin layer of cream in between washes, but warns against overdoing it, adding that tattoos need air to heal. 
"
If people keep putting cream over cream, the air never gets to the tattoo," he said.



Skin care companies and even some tattoo studios, eager to provide alternatives, are also adding specialized products to the tattoo aftercare market. 
Bang Bang Tattoo
, a New York City studio with celebrity clients, currently advises using Aquaphor. Soon, it will offer its own petrochemical-free aftercare brand, the result of a yearslong effort with input from dermatologists and artists, they said.



"Petrochemicals actually can clog your pores, and then your wound cannot heal," said Bella Carino, the chief operating officer for the line, Forever Care. "Making it petrochemical free was super, super important to us."



Dermatologists say there is no solid evidence that points to any product over Vaseline. "Maybe they want to sell you their own products," Dr. Sarnoff said of tattoo artists, though she noted that tattooists had the most firsthand experience of the healing process.



"If they think petrolatum is a no-no, then you've got to choose something else, some kind of an oil," she said. "But you've got to keep it moist."




A new tattoo at East River Tattoo in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, in April.




Just be patient.



It may take several weeks or longer, depending on the size of the tattoo, but once the skin is smooth, your tattoo is healed. Using sunscreen on the fresh tattoo can keep it looking crisp for longer.



Dermatologists say that patients who consult them after getting a tattoo commonly do so because they develop an allergy to the ink, experience raised scarring, or simply regret their choice. If the healing process begins to lag, Dr. Sarnoff said, seek a board-certified dermatologist for an opinion.



"It's not like a haircut," she said, likening the process to a medical procedure and cautioning people to do their research. "They need to be aware of the downsides and what could go wrong
."



Many artists said that with proper application and aftercare, tattoos should heal without any issue. If problems emerge, most advise returning first to your artist to discuss next steps.



Whatever ointment, soap or dressing you choose, there is no shortcut to healing. "You cannot make it heal quicker than the body will naturally heal it," Mr. Hardy said. "Let your body do the work, and it will be fine."
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Corrections: Sept. 12, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024.


Sep 12, 2024


NATIONAL



An 
article
 on Monday about Donald J. Trump's legal resources and political status gave an incorrect middle initial for a retired State Supreme Court justice. He is Michael J. Obus, not Michael D. Obus.



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/11/pageoneplus/corrections-sept-12-2024.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

      The Arts

      
        The Cast Is Set for 'Saturday Night Live' Season 50
        Ashley Padilla, Emil Wakim and Jane Wickline will be the show's new faces in its landmark season.

      

      
        The Origin Story of Astro Bot's Likable Little Guy
        Astro, a babylike robot designed to show off the power of PlayStation hardware, has graduated to his own full-length adventure game.

      

      
        James Earl Jones's Stage Career Was Rich, and Startlingly Diverse
        In addition to Broadway crowd-pleasers, the actor deftly navigated classics, experimental theater and new works by major contemporary playwrights.

      

      
        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and ...
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




The Cast Is Set for 'Saturday Night Live' Season 50



Ashley Padilla, Emil Wakim and Jane Wickline will be the show's new faces in its landmark season.




From left, Jane Wickline, Ashley Padilla and Emil Wakim will be featured players in the coming season of "S.N.L."




By Maya Salam


Sep 10, 2024


The cast for Season 50 of the NBC sketch comedy series "Saturday Night Live" is in place, with the up-and-coming comedians Ashley Padilla, Emil Wakim and Jane Wickline joining as featured players, the network announced on Tuesday. The new season is scheduled to premiere on Sept. 28.



Chloe Troast, who joined "S.N.L." as a featured player last season, was not asked to return, she said in an 
Instagram post
 on Monday.



"Unfortunately I was not asked back to 'S.N.L.' this season," Troast wrote. "I wish I was going back to be with all the amazing friends I made there, it truly felt like home. But it wasn't in the cards."



Padilla, like many "S.N.L." alumni before her -- including Will Ferrell, Maya Rudolph, Kristen Wiig and Phil Hartman -- comes from the Los Angeles improv and sketch comedy troupe 
the Groundlings
. She also appeared this year in a final-season episode of HBO's "Curb Your Enthusiasm" and in an episode of the NBC revival of "Night Court."




Chloe Troast, pictured playing Mama Cass in 2023, will not be returning to "S.N.L."




Wakim, a Lebanese American comedian who grew up mostly in Indiana, made his 
late-night stand-up debut
 in 2022 on NBC's "The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon." That year, he was named the New Face of Comedy at the Just for Laughs comedy festival in Montreal and has opened for the comics Roy Wood Jr., Nikki Glaser, Hasan Minhaj and Neal Brennan.



Wickline is probably most recognizable from 
TikTok
, where she has nearly a million followers and contributes regularly to "Stapleview," a live TikTok comedy show.



Also returning are the main cast members Michael Che, Mikey Day, Andrew Dismukes, Chloe Fineman, Heidi Gardner, James Austin Johnson, Colin Jost, Ego Nwodim, Sarah Sherman, Kenan Thompson and Bowen Yang. The former featured players Marcello Hernandez, Michael Longfellow and Devon Walker -- all of whom joined "S.N.L." for its 48th season -- will move up the ranks to the main cast.



In August, Punkie Johnson, who had been a part of "S.N.L." since 2020, 
confirmed
 that she would not return for the coming season. Among the characters Johnson played was Vice President 
Kamala Harris
. Maya Rudolph, an "S.N.L." cast member from 2000 to 2007 who has returned to play Harris 10 times through 2021, 
seems poised
 to reprise the role as Harris vies for the White House as the Democratic candidate.



Molly Kearney, the show's first nonbinary cast member, announced in August that they would not be returning after two seasons with the program. "It was such a dream come true," 
Kearney wrote
 in an Instagram post. "So incredibly grateful for this period in my life."
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The Origin Story of Astro Bot's Likable Little Guy



Astro, a babylike robot designed to show off the power of PlayStation hardware, has graduated to his own full-length adventure game.




Astro's large, expressive blue eyes, compact physicality and toddler waddle are vital to his appeal.




By Annie Aguiar


Sep 10, 2024


If PlayStation's next big character succeeds, it will be in part because he is a really, really cute little guy.



Astro, the babylike robot at the center of 
the new video game Astro Bot
, has charmed his way from an asset in a technology demonstration for Sony to leading 
one of the best-reviewed titles
 of the year.



Establishing a video game mascot requires a particular alchemy of elegance and identity. Succeed and land among Nintendo heavyweights like Mario and Kirby. Fail and, well, even 
Bubsy
 has a Wikipedia page.



Nicolas Doucet, the creative director of Team Asobi, which developed Astro Bot, used his hands during a video interview to emphasize how Astro's large, expressive blue eyes and compact physicality were vital to his appeal.



"I think part of it is the simplicity of the design," Doucet said. "We've kept things simple on purpose."



Doucet said Astro's current look came from the technical limitations of hardware in 2013, when the robot was introduced in The Playroom, an augmented reality tech demo for the PlayStation 4 that saw a bevy of bots swarm players in the "real" world.



A 2016 follow-up did the same with The Playroom VR, a version of the earlier demo but for the company's virtual reality headset. Then came Astro Bot: Rescue Mission, in 2018, a well-received early title on the PlayStation VR, but one that is not available to play on the current generation of the hardware. In 2020, Astro arrived with Astro's Playroom, a preinstalled title on PlayStation 5 that also served as a tech demo for the DualSense controller's capabilities like delicate haptic feedback rumbling and granular trigger sensitivity.



But after several cameos, Astro Bot is the character's biggest opportunity to assert his identity in the canon of video game mascots. Astro's lack of lore as he heads into his first real adventure is a benefit, Doucet said.



"On purpose we're not growing a back story that is very, very precise so that, as a character, you can continue being flexible," he said. "We can take Astro wherever we want."



Strangely enough, his less-than-glamorous origin story makes him a strong fit for that canon. 
Kirby, the beloved character
 who is simply a pink circle with a face, arms and feet, started his life as placeholder art.



Katherine Isbister, a professor of human computer interaction at the University of California, Santa Cruz, and the author of "How Games Move Us: Emotion by Design," said Astro's uncomplicated origins were a strength. There is no temptation to deviate from the simple appeal of his design.



"If you consciously try to design the ideal cute character, you can wash away all the uniqueness out with careful market testing," she said. "But something someone sketches that's appealing, that's kind of bubbling up from their subconscious, it can clear those design-by-committee gates."



Astro's design strength, Isbister said, is that though he is a robot, he is also a baby. If his huge head and little body do not fully cement that impression, Astro walks around the game world with a full toddler waddle as he recovers the missing parts of his spaceship, collects coins and jumps on trampolines decorated with his face. The DualSense controller uses vibration technology for players to feel every tippy-tap.



"If something looks like a baby, we're sort of hard-wired to think it's cute and want to take care of it," Isbister said.



PlayStation titles are not typically identified with their cuter protagonists (apologies to Sackboy, a previous cute mascot from 
the LittleBigPlanet franchise
 that is no longer a representative for the company). Gamers are primed instead to think of the pithy treasure hunter Nathan Drake from Uncharted, the postapocalyptic found family Joel and Ellie from The Last of Us and, well, a god of war from God of War.



Those characters are all so defined that the player is locked within a set personality, Isbister said. But every player can identify with a character like Astro.



"Something that's really photorealistic, that's hyperdetailed feels more like an 'other' person to us, where something like this character that's very simple allows projection of the self," she said.



Astro's universality goes beyond his looks. Doucet said the robot's sound effects, his chirps and squeals as he hops around, were designed so a child could easily replicate them.



Whether Astro will become a legacy character remains to be seen, but he has made an early impression on children, with fan art making its way to Doucet after Astro's Playroom. Before Astro Bot was released, Doucet said, he heard from the parents of two young Brazilian girls who could not wait for the game.



"That's the real fuel," he said. "That's what makes us feel good."
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James Earl Jones's Stage Career Was Rich, and Startlingly Diverse



In addition to Broadway crowd-pleasers, the actor deftly navigated classics, experimental theater and new works by major contemporary playwrights.








By Elisabeth Vincentelli


Sep 10, 2024


The world will remember 
James Earl Jones, who died Monday at the age of 93
, for his contributions to film, some of which are secure in the pop-culture canon.



New York, however, will remember Jones for his contributions to theater, for which he received three Tony Awards (including one for 
lifetime achievement in 2017
) and, in 2022, a rare distinction: 
the renaming of a Broadway theater in his honor
.



Jones once recalled that when he moved to New York to study acting, in 1957, 
his father, Robert Earl Jones (himself an actor), took him to live performances
. In rapid succession, the young man saw the opera "Tosca," the ballet "Swan Lake," the musical "Pal Joey" and the drama "The Crucible." This wide range may help explain Jones's own rich, startlingly diverse stage career.



For years, the actor deftly navigated oft-produced classics, head-scratching experimental theater, searching new works by major contemporary playwrights and, later in his career, popular dramas and comedies. Jones made his Broadway debut in the late 1950s but throughout the 1960s and '70s, he also appeared in smaller venues. In 1961, for example, he was in the Living Theater's avant-garde, resolutely countercultural production of "The Apple." In 1965 he won an Obie Award for his performance in Bertolt Brecht's "Baal" and also appeared in Georg Buchner's "Danton's Death" at the Vivian Beaumont Theater. In the 1970s, he was Hickman in "The Iceman Cometh," and in the 1980s he starred in two dramas by the South African playwright Athol Fugard -- all three on Broadway.



Here are five productions that reflect Jones's astonishing range and his commitment to the theater.



1961



'The Blacks'



A cast of unknowns that included Jones, Cicely Tyson, Maya Angelou, Roscoe Lee Browne and Louis Gossett Jr. appeared in this explosive work by the French writer Jean Genet. An experimental take on power and oppression in which some of the Black actors wore white masks, "The Blacks" had its New York premiere in 1961 at St. Mark's Playhouse in Manhattan's East Village. In just over a week, Howard Taubman of The New York Times wrote 
not one
 but 
two raves
 about the production, praising it as "one of the most stimulating evenings Broadway or Off Broadway has to offer" and deeming it an event "on any level that matters."



1964



'Othello'



A natural Shakespearean, Jones appeared in several productions at Joseph Papp's New York Shakespeare Festival and its successor, Shakespeare in the Park. Toward the end of his run there, he gave what The Times described as 
"one of his finest performances" in "King Lear"
 in 1973 (which is 
on YouTube
).



But the role that would prove to leave a lasting impression was that of Othello, which he had taken on 10 years earlier. "Mr. Jones commands a full, resonant voice and a supple body, and his jealous rages and frothing frenzy have not only size but also emotional credibility," 
The Times wrote in a review
 in 1964.



When the actor returned to the role of the jealous Moor on Broadway, in 1982, facing Christopher Plummer's Iago, 
Frank Rich wrote in these pages
 that "Mr. Jones's ease and authority as a military commander seem his by birthright, even as he maintains the uneasy aloofness of an outsider."



1968



'The Great White Hope'



In 1967, Jones portrayed a heavyweight boxing champion inspired by the real-life Jack Johnson in "The Great White Hope," a new play at Arena Stage in Washington, D.C., by Howard Sackler. The role proved to be a turning point in his career: The epic drama transferred to Broadway in 1968, and Jones became the first African-American to win the Tony Award for best actor in a play. He reprised the part in 
Martin Ritt's film adaptation in 1970
, earning an Academy Award nomination. Tellingly, Jones followed that breakthrough with a daring show on Broadway: Lorraine Hansberry's anti-colonialist play "Les Blancs" -- ironically, an answer of sort to Genet's "The Blacks," in which Jones had so memorably appeared less than a decade earlier.



1987



'Fences'



Jones's first Broadway gig was as the understudy to Lloyd Richards in the short-lived play "The Egghead," in 1957. Richards then became a respected, successful director, and it's in that capacity that he worked with Jones again, directing him in such shows as the two-hander "Paul Robeson," Fugard's "A Lesson From Aloes" and, most notably, the Broadway premiere of August Wilson's "Fences," in 1987. Jones won his second Tony for his performance as the volatile garbage collector Troy Maxson. You might think this triumph would have made the actor even more in demand onstage, but his film career took priority and he did not return to Broadway until 2005 in "On Golden Pond" (for which he was, once again, nominated for a Tony).



2012



'Gore Vidal's The Best Man'



It's hard to pick one out of the six Broadway shows that Jones, in what might be deemed his patriarch years, appeared in between 2005 and 2015. All of them were revivals of crowd-pleasing plays and in all of them he gave strong performances. Let's single out, then, the one that earned Jones his fourth trip to the Tonys: his turn as a former president of the United States in the political satire "Gore Vidal's The Best Man." The production received mixed reviews, but The Times praised him for digging "
into his role with a relish you can surely sense from the back row of the balcony
."



Other roles in that busy decade include the loyal chauffeur of 
"Driving Miss Daisy" opposite Vanessa Redgrave
 (2010), and a 
beloved eccentric grandfather
 in the George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart comedy "You Can't Take It With You" (2014).



In a fortuitous move, the strands of Jones's theatrical career came together in what turned out to be his final appearance at a New York theater: He appeared in a revival of the two-hander "The Gin Game" with Cicely Tyson -- his castmate from "The Blacks," back in 1961.
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Can They Make Voting a Fall Trend?



Jill Biden, Anna Wintour and top American designers participated in a voting awareness march at the onset of New York Fashion Week.




Garment-industry workers, fashion editors and designers, including Michael Kors, center, walked in the march.




By Misty White Sidell


Sep 07, 2024


Morning rush hour in Midtown Manhattan slowed to a halt on Friday as nearly 1,000 fashion-industry professionals walked up Broadway in a march meant to urge people to vote on Election Day in November.



The event, held at the onset of New York Fashion Week, was organized by a group that included the Council of Fashion Designers of America; I Am a Voter, an organization that promotes civic engagement; and Vogue. It was billed as bipartisan, but an appearance by Jill Biden, the first lady, and a Harris-Walz campaign scarf worn discreetly by Anna Wintour, the editor of Vogue, were among the signs of an underlying Democratic tilt.



The march started outside the Macy's store in Herald Square, where designers -- Tory Burch, Brandon Blackwood, Joseph Altuzarra and Proenza Schouler's Jack McCollough and Lazaro Hernandez among them -- gathered with fashion editors and garment industry workers before the crowd walked roughly six blocks to Bryant Park, chanting "V-O-T-E, vote, vote, vote" along the way.




The designer Prabal Gurung marched with the group from Herald Square to Bryant Park.




Most participants were uniformly dressed in Old Navy T-shirts designed by Zac Posen, 
the brand's recently appointed chief creative officer
, which were emblazoned with the slogan "Fashion for our future." In a manner particular to fashion activism, the T-shirts were styled in myriad ways: tucked into pleated slacks, layered over slip dresses, knotted into crop tops.



Ms. Wintour wore a long striped skirt with her T-shirt and 
her scarf
, which was designed by Thom Browne in partnership with the Harris-Walz campaign.



Kate Young, a celebrity stylist who attended the march, said she had received an email from organizers ahead of the event with instructions not to wear partisan merchandise. "I would wear my Kamala hat if I was allowed," Ms. Young said.



As the marchers moved toward the park, security guards popped out from the lobbies of office buildings to gawk at the scene. Emma Weedner, a 22-year-old intern who encountered the procession while walking to work, stopped to take photos on her phone. Marcin Andrzejewski, a 50-year-old visiting New York from Warsaw who was smoking a cigarette as the crowd passed him, had one word for what he saw: "Fascinating," he said.



Near Bryant Park, participants had to pass through a security checkpoint where federal agents searched their many designer handbags, inspecting items like makeup compacts and quilted lambskin wallets before letting people move on.




Jill Biden and others spoke to participants after the march.




At the park, speeches by Dr. Biden and others mixed calls for people to vote with more partisan messaging.



"The clothing we wear gives us the power to make a statement without saying a word," the first lady told the crowd. She was wearing the Old Navy T-shirt beneath a Zadig & Voltaire blazer with "love" written in metal studs on the back. "But this year, we must wear it, say it, march for it and do it: vote," she added, before addressing the shooting at a Georgia high school on Wednesday that killed four people and calling for a ban on assault rifles.



Later in her speech, Dr. Biden brought up book bans.



Aurora James, the founder of the shoe brand Brother Vellies, used in her speech a version of a line heard often in recent Democratic campaign messaging: "We absolutely cannot go back," she said.



Ms. James, who was born in Canada and moved to the United States later in life, said in an interview after her speech that she cannot vote in federal elections because she is a permanent resident, not a U.S. citizen. That's a main reason she wanted to urge eligible voters to cast ballots.



Being ineligible to vote "gives me an added feeling of helplessness," Ms. James said, and makes her want to ensure that "other people who do get the right to vote are actually doing that."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/06/style/nyfw-voting-anna-wintour-jill-biden.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




In 2022, we compiled a list of the 
25 most influential postwar women's wear collections
. To do the same for men's wear, we first had to assemble a group of esteemed jurors: the Colombian-born French fashion designer Haider Ackermann; Emily Adams Bode Aujla, the American founder of Bode, a brand known for its vintage-inspired men's wear; T's men's style director, David Farber; the New York-based stylist, creative consultant and T contributor Carlos Nazario; and the New York-based Canadian photographer and creative director Tommy Ton. This past April, on a video call that lasted almost three hours, the group debated the merits of 50 collections, with each panelist making the case for the 10 or so that they'd been asked to nominate beforehand. Although there were favorites (four jurors picked at least one Giorgio Armani and Comme des Garcons collection), there were also some upsets (the inclusion of Helmut Lang over his minimalist peers Calvin Klein and Jil Sander) and a few difficult conversations. Could the group, for example, justify putting Abercrombie & Fitch, a mall retailer with a 
checkered
 
past
, on the same list as Junya Watanabe and Dries Van Noten?




The T editor at large and the conversation's moderator, Nick Haramis (bottom right) with the panelists Carlos Nazario (clockwise from top left), Emily Adams Bode Aujla, Tommy Ton, Haider Ackermann and David Farber.




As we worked to cut the list by half, the goal was to identify a collection's impact -- whether that was reinventing the shape of the suit or challenging what it means to "dress like a man" in the first place. That the outcome would be somewhat subjective was a given; but as always, there were rules: Similar to the women's wear list, which took Christian Dior's postwar New Look as its rough starting point, anything before 1945 was disqualified. Nor did a collection need to have been shown on a runway. Everyone agreed not to include the designs of fellow panelists, which was difficult: Bode Aujla, whose garments mix workwear with traditionally female-driven crafts such as quilting and applique, has been named men's wear designer of the year twice, in 2021 and 2022, by the Council of Fashion Designers of America; Ackermann, who's known for his romantic draping and sharp tailoring, just became the 
new creative director of Tom Ford
.



In the end, this list, which appears in roughly the order it was discussed -- rather than in any kind of ranking -- is weighted toward more recent offerings, but for good reason. For much of contemporary history, male dress codes reflected a rigid and increasingly outdated notion of masculinity. In 1950, John C. Wood, the president of Brooks Brothers, one of America's oldest apparel companies, said to a reporter, "They call us conservative, but we think that our styles are simply lacking the bizarre." Even into the 1960s, it seemed like men had two basic style options: Savile Row-style tailoring or a pair of jeans. But as the definition of manhood expanded, men's wear became less predictable and more complex: In the 1970s, Vivienne Westwood's tattered shirts and spiky leather jackets epitomized the nonconformity of the punk movement; the following decade, Jean Paul Gaultier put men in skirts when such a thing raised eyebrows. But it wasn't until 2001 that the French couturier, who noticed his male clients getting pickier and more provocative about how they dressed, said, "The fashion world is now claiming that men are becoming more like women when it comes to clothes. ... I like that idea." For the most part, so did the panelists. -- 
Nick Haramis



The conversation has been edited and condensed.



1. Giorgio Armani, Spring 1989




An image from Giorgio Armani's spring 1989 ad campaign, photographed by the designer's longtime collaborator Aldo Fallai.




In the 1980s, bigger was better -- a logic that applied to everything from hair to free-market economics. When it came to men's fashion, that meant voluminous silhouettes, which nobody did quite like 
Giorgio Armani
. The Italian designer began making suits in the 1960s, but his clothing catapulted into American closets in 1980 when he created the wardrobe for Richard Gere's character in the Paul Schrader film "
American Gigolo
." (The message was clear: wearing a suit as good as that could excuse almost any bad behavior.) Over the following decade, Armani's clothes, which started out as exquisite interpretations of the classics, got progressively looser and more innovative, culminating in his spring 1989 collection, which featured double pleats, floor-skimming cuffs, wide lapels and big pockets. The lighter fabrics of the season (including wool crepe and linen) further enhanced the lack of structure and, when models wore the long double-breasted jackets -- not a shoulder pad in sight -- the slouch of the cloth recalled the hang of a pocket watch's chain. The advertising campaigns were photographed by Aldo Fallai, a frequent collaborator of Armani's, with some of the models instructed to look directly into the camera. "Giorgio developed the men's waistline, which is something nobody was doing before," Fallai 
said in a 2014 interview
. "The waistline became wider by going higher." At 90, Armani still oversees his brand, but that 1989 collection remains the most enduring articulation of his signature style. 
-- Rose Courteau



David Farber:
 For me, there are three designers -- Giorgio Armani, Hedi Slimane and Thom Browne -- who changed the way men dressed through the silhouettes they introduced. And in all three cases, it came down to a staple: the suit. First and foremost, there's Mr. Armani, who threw everything we'd come to know about men's tailoring -- particularly from brands like Brooks Brothers, which weren't as much about comfort or ease -- out the window. Gone was the idea of a sharp crease. He introduced a kind of rumpled chic, and a ton of gray and beige.



Emily Adams Bode Aujla:
 The campaigns by Aldo Fallai are burned in my head; the clothes speak for themselves in those pictures. If you think about what was happening in America at that time -- "The Godfather" (1972) had come out in theaters the previous decade -- Armani's clothes were a complete rejection of what we thought of as elevated Italian fashion.



Carlos Nazario:
 He changed the way men presented themselves in the street. In terms of influence, he's at the top of the list.



Nick Haramis:
 Haider, you're the only one who didn't nominate an Armani collection.



Haider Ackermann:
 It crossed my mind.



2. Dior Homme by Hedi Slimane, Fall 2001



It's not an overstatement to say that 
Hedi Slimane
 altered the shape of men's wear. Before the French-born Tunisian Italian designer's first show as creative director of Dior Homme in 2001, the dominant silhouette had been looser and less constructed -- thanks in large part to the influence of Armani. Slimane raised armholes, made the silhouette slimmer, cinched waists and sent a mix of boyish professional and street-cast models down the runway. He caused such a seismic style shift that Karl Lagerfeld would later say that Slimane's clothes were the reason he felt compelled to go on a diet. In 1996, Pierre Berge, Yves Saint Laurent's longtime partner in business and life, hired Slimane, who had no formal academic design training, to be the director of the men's collections at Saint Laurent. (He would return 16 years later as the house's artistic director.) It was there that he first introduced the world to his sexy, mysterious underground club kid look -- which also reflected his personal style. At Dior Homme, he leaned even further into his own point of view. Following his debut there, which felt more like a rock concert -- with models in sequined pants, shimmering fabrics and unbuttoned shirts -- Saint Laurent himself, who sat front row with Berge, led a standing ovation. -- 
Emilia Petrarca



Farber:
 It was all there from the beginning -- that razor-sharp, superslim silhouette.



Nazario:
 I remember suddenly wanting to be 
really
 skinny.



Farber:
 You and Karl.



Haramis:
 That look had such a chokehold on anyone who lived in New York at the time.



Farber:
 It wasn't just special-occasion dressing; it was about who you wanted to be.



Tommy Ton:
 That skinny silhouette had also been attributed to Raf [Simons]. But it wasn't until Hedi took the helm at Dior Homme that the idea trickled down throughout the entire industry. It felt like there were these techno surges coming through that collection, as if it were a popular song.



3. Thom Browne, Fall 2007



In 2003, Thom 
Browne
 opened a by-appointment made-to-measure suiting business in Manhattan's West Village. Two years later, the American designer from Allentown, Pa. -- who got his start as an account executive at Giorgio Armani's New York showroom and then worked as the men's creative director of Club Monaco -- made his New York Fashion Week debut. From the start, the hallmarks of Browne's now instantly recognizable style were in evidence: shrunken proportions, a gray color palette, Pee-wee Herman-esque whimsy. But it took a few years to fully realize the Thom Browne universe as we know it today. For fall 2007, as the 
fourth movement
 of Gustav Mahler's "Symphony no. 5" played, he sent out a parade of muscular models in dramatically undersize suits and extra-long, Scrooge-like sleeping caps. There were plaid jackets and skirts, voluminous capes and even a bridal train for the finale. As the critic Tim Blanks wrote of the collection, "It's simply not possible for men's wear to ever be the same again." --
 E.P.



Farber:
 People were very confused by those shrunken suits. Thom's publicist brought him around to meet the men's wear editors in New York. I remember her saying something like, "This guy has this new way of dressing -- a new uniform. I want you all to see it and understand it."



Ton:
 The number of men I've come across in every nightclub or restaurant in the past 15 years with this unflattering silhouette -- he really did change the way the everyday man dresses.



Farber:
 From 2007 to 2015, he also designed for Brooks Brothers Black Fleece Collection. Although it wasn't quite as exaggerated as his own line, it entered mainstream America.



Bode Aujla:
 I've talked to Thom about Brooks Brothers, and he told me that most people didn't know the difference between his own brand and Black Fleece. The revival of Brooks Brothers as high fashion was extremely influential; I think we must include a Thom Browne collection.



Ackermann:
 Too-short trousers with a too-narrow jacket is a Japanese silhouette. Thom's very influential, but this silhouette? It's Asian.



4. Comme des Garcons Homme Plus by Rei Kawakubo, Spring 1985




A look from the spring 1985 Comme des Garcons Homme Plus collection.




Comme des Garcons translates to "like the boys" but, when the designer 
Rei Kawakubo
 founded the brand in Tokyo in 1969, her focus was on women's wear. Kawakubo, who had been attracting attention beyond her native Japan for her unstructured silhouettes, ripped fabrics and dark colors, debuted a line of men's basics, Comme des Garcons Homme, in 1978. It wasn't until her spring 1985 collection, though, that she added high-end men's wear, launching her Homme Plus collection in the alleyway behind Comme des Garcons' Paris headquarters. Less gothic than her earlier creations, the clothes were modeled by artists and other creative people who walked the runway in loose, ankle-skimming trousers that alluded to traditional Japanese 
hakama
 pants. On top, she played with the silhouette of jackets, incorporating extra lining in some areas and leaving other parts unlined. Much of it was made from dyed cotton and linen in a limited palette of blue, white, black and gray. Though Kawakubo has famously rejected conventional ideas of wearability -- a women's collection from 1997, for instance, used fabric stuffing to create giant protrusions on various parts of the body -- her slouchy, nonchalant vision remains quite relevant. This 1985 collection also drew the attention of the artist Jean-Michel Basquiat, who would 
walk in the spring Homme Plus show
 two years later. -- 
R.C.



Farber:
 There've been so many amazing Comme des Garcons shows, so I went back to the beginning. I can't help wondering how it must've felt to be a buyer sitting in that audience. It was like nothing people had seen before. Poetically unkempt guys everywhere found a home in those rumpled suits, untucked shirts and cropped trousers. The natural fabrics were often dyed with indigo and mud to look worn in and faded. Models were bumping into each other on the runway. Some were almost running, others seemed to be in a daydream state. It added to the mystery of the whole thing.



Ackermann:
 It was difficult to decide on a single collection; they're all so poetic and avant-garde. I chose spring 1999, with the ruffles and color blocking, just because it's a favorite.



Nazario:
 I chose spring 1987; Basquiat walked in that show, signaling the convergence of culture and fashion on the runway.



Ton:
 I went with fall 1993 because I'm interested in the bleached and dip-dyed treatment of the fabric. The casting of such diverse men was radical, too, particularly in the early 1990s. But I agree with David: Everything was there from the beginning.



5. Louis Vuitton by Virgil Abloh, Spring 2019




The spring 2019 Louis Vuitton men's show in Paris.




In June 2018, 
Virgil Abloh
, Louis Vuitton's newly appointed artistic director of men's wear -- and the first Black artistic director in the house's 164-year history -- staged his first show. With the sun beating down on Paris's Palais-Royal, the American designer, a trained architect and founder of the streetwear brand Off-White, sent a cast of ethnically diverse models (and a few musician friends like Kid Cudi, Steve Lacy and Playboi Carti) down an ombre rainbow runway in sharply tailored suits with puffer jackets and hoodies. He turned bags, wallets and card holders into apparel, merging them with holsters, vests and harnesses. And in titling the show We Are the World -- a reference to the 
1985 charity single
 written by Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie -- and inviting 1,500 students of all ages to sit alongside front-row regulars like Rihanna and ASAP Rocky, he made a powerful statement about the future of the industry. "There are people [here] who look like me," 
he told the Times
. "You never saw that before in fashion." Abloh's own story ended abruptly in 2021 when he died of cancer at age 41. -- 
Kin Woo



Farber:
 I have a fond memory of being there. But looking at it again, I didn't realize how it sort of lives on from that moment to the present day. The mix of tailoring and sportswear and even accessories -- it seemed organic. Now I feel like accessories are being pushed down our throats, even if they don't always feel connected to the clothes. But here, the guy who wore that suit also had that bag. There was so much hype around that show. But when I look at it now, it's not about hype. It was about things like inclusivity. There were even touches of whimsy in the set, which had a "Wizard of Oz" theme.



Nazario:
 It was cheesy. We arrived onto the yellow brick road. It had all the tools to not be good. And yet it 
was
.



Ackermann:
 The thing with Virgil is that it went so much further than fashion. When I analyze the clothes, then no. But was he influential? For sure.



Bode Aujla:
 You can't deny the influence he's had on everybody. But the prompt for this debate was the clothes, and that's why I didn't put him on my list. If someone said, "Name a 
figure
 in the world who had an influence on our 
culture
," then I would've said Virgil for sure.



Nazario:
 I think he was more influential than we gave him credit for at the time. Thanks to Virgil, the type of man who really wanted to look like a 
man
 -- big and rich -- was right back in the conversation. And then there's the obvious impact of that show: the casting; the emotion in the room, which I'd never felt before and haven't felt again; and what Vuitton meant for the wearer from that moment on. It forever changed the way fashion houses choose who gets those jobs.



6. Prada by Miuccia Prada, Spring 1999



Miuccia Prada's
 Milan-based empire has dominated the industry since its first women's collection in 1988. But it took almost a decade for the brand to present runway shows solely dedicated to men's wear, which it did in 1997, under the direction of Mrs. Prada, as she's known, and the English designer Neil Barrett, who worked under her as design director. For the spring 1999 season, Prada's men's runway presentation included the debut of the Linea Rossa collection, which would become hugely successful. Though Prada wasn't the first luxury house to make sportswear, what it was proposing -- a quieter style that straddled the line between business casual and activewear, with none of the loud branding and logos of most athletic gear -- was wholly new. In short, this was the birth of athleisure. The collection included traditional suiting in Prada's now-signature silhouette -- a relaxed, slightly wide shoulder with shortened lapels -- as well as weekend staples like windbreakers, anoraks and ergonomic sling bags. "Our idea is to mix technology with normal dressing," Mrs. Prada said around that time. "In the long term, I see formal dressing for special occasions and an increasing number of people wearing sportswear almost all day long." -- 
Jameson Montgomery



Ton:
 It was athleisure before we knew the term. I don't think any other Italian house was showing technical sportswear like that. And when you look at the rest of the collection, all the suiting and tailoring is made using technical fabrics and paired with utilitarian bags or harnesses. It was probably Prada at its most Prada.



Nazario:
 So many of her clothes in the late 1990s and early 2000s were peak hot nerd, which is exactly my aesthetic.



7. Raf Simons, Fall 2001




A model descends the scaffolded set at Raf Simons's fall 2001 show.




Presented on a set of scaffolding at a warehouse in a Parisian suburb, 
Raf Simons's
 fall 2001 show marked the brand's comeback after a one-year break, during which the Belgian designer taught at a design school in Vienna. When he returned, it was clear that he'd learned a few things himself. In place of his usual tailored jackets and vests and pleated trousers, there were bulky scarves and kaffiyehs worn over layers of oversize trench coats, bomber jackets and hooded sweatshirts. Titled Riot Riot Riot, the collection was a departure from Simons's earlier attempts to make more conventional men's wear feel cool. Instead he refined the dingy uniforms of youth, creating a type of streetwear well before the term was talked about in fashion circles. To make his inspirations extra clear, Simons put patches of stills from horror movies and posters for post-punk bands on his distressed sweaters. -- 
J.M.



Farber:
 This collection was a pivot for Raf. Until then, he'd been known for slim silhouettes. But in 2001, he did a 180, going from kind of gangly to oversize everything and the idea of an urban radical. I just love that in one person, there's room for all these visions.



Nazario:
 Not only was it a departure for Raf -- it was a departure from what was going on in fashion.



Ackermann:
 Raf's great, but we should acknowledge that the oversize clothes came from youth culture. He made fashion out of it, but it came from the streets.



Nazario:
 Therein lies his influence. After that, we saw a lot of designers who were like, "My mom wears it like this, so that's what I'm going to do." He changed the way people approach inspiration.



8. Gucci by Tom Ford, Spring 1997




An image from Gucci's spring 1997 men's ad campaign, photographed by Mario Testino.




Gucci hit a rough patch in the 1980s, when a series of questionable business decisions and family infighting led to a cheapening of the brand's products and reputation. But in 1990, the Florentine fashion house found an unlikely savior: a relatively untested Texan named 
Tom Ford
, who, at age 29, was hired to lead the women's ready-to-wear division. A success from the start, he took over men's wear soon after and was appointed creative director in 1994. Ford reimagined Gucci's runway shows, doing away with the industry-standard white cube venue and plunging audiences into darkness to ensure that all eyes were on the individually spotlighted models. For spring 1997, he presented a largely black collection for men and women that made a statement, intentional or not, about gender equality: For the most part, it was the guys who were nearly naked. Though the lineup did include high-sheen overcoats and plenty of knitwear, nearly every man with a shirt on had it unbuttoned to his navel or completely open. Sweaters were of a loose enough gauge to be almost transparent, and one was paired with only boxer briefs. Near the show's end, two models -- a man and a woman, one after the other -- came out in matching thongs each held together by the house's intersecting monogram. -- 
J.M.



Bode Aujla:
 I picked this collection largely because of that girl and guy in the G-strings. It really defined that moment in fashion advertising. Tom Ford's era at Gucci is embodied by a very specific guy we can all picture in our head. I remember him in that G-string.



Farber:
 I chose Tom Ford's last men's collection for Gucci in 2004. It'd been sort of a slow build for the designer, to take the Gucci guy from the collection Emily mentions -- that man in a G-string on the runway -- to someone who's sophisticated as hell. It's almost like he'd grown up just in time to say goodbye.



Nazario:
 The earlier collections are certainly more influential, and the one you listed, Emily, is the one that's etched in everyone's brain. How many people have redone that thong?



Ackermann:
 It was very sexual, that whole period. It's also something you can't do anymore.



9. Rick Owens, Fall 2009



By January 2009, when 
Rick Owens
 debuted men's wear at Paris Fashion Week, he'd already leaned into his subversive, goth aesthetic -- which falls somewhere between a Philip K. Dick novel and a desert cult. Reportedly inspired by the performance artist and singer 
Klaus Nomi
, who had been known for his space-age style, the California-born designer cast severe-looking models, several with shaved heads, to wear the nearly all-black collection of elongated tops and drop-crotch bottoms. The clothes were much looser, more casual and, in a sense, sportier than what other designers were showing, with garments layered in the way an athlete might style shorts over leggings. Some of the shoulders were tailored to point slightly upward -- perhaps a nod to one of Owens's favorite musicians, Gene Simmons from the band Kiss. It was the opposite of Ford's glamour and Browne's uniform, and there was really nothing else like it. -- 
E.P.



Farber:
 This wasn't the one I nominated. The last number of years, Rick's shows have been so dark and moody and futuristic and gothic, which I love, but I really responded to the fall 2006 collection he showed at Pitti Uomo [in Florence, Italy]. It's this sort of merger of glamour and grunge --



Haramis:
 He calls it "glunge."



Farber:
 The sports influence that season was huge, but with beautiful tailoring and coats. He doesn't seem -- I don't want to say "bogged down by the darkness," because it's still Rick, but it's not the takeaway.



Ton:
 This is where I disagree with David. I think that first Paris collection solidified the statement he's made on men's wear. Starting with fall 2009, Rick has been very consistent with an elongated top, drop-crotch pants or long linear gown and stomping boots. The Pitti Uomo collection that David mentioned felt a bit more rock 'n' roll. In fall 2009, he's exploring that gothic or monastic silhouette that would go on to permeate his later collections. That's when he really started having fun.



Bode Aujla:
 I think Tommy's right. The clothes in that other collection just aren't as Rick defining. They're much tamer.



10. Sean John by Sean Combs, Fall 2003




The actor Channing Tatum walking in Sean John's fall 2003 show in New York.




In 1999, Sean Combs, who has also been known as Puff Daddy and Diddy, among other names, got the fashion world's stamp of approval in the form of a 21-page Vogue feature. With the headline "
Puffy Takes Paris
," the story centers the American rapper and producer -- who 
settled a lawsuit with his former girlfriend
 last year that included allegations of physical abuse and rape, and who has since been 
accused in multiple lawsuits of sexual abuse and other offenses
, all of which he has denied -- alongside the model Kate Moss and the designers Oscar de la Renta, Jean Paul Gaultier and Karl Lagerfeld. The year before, he'd founded his own sportswear label, Sean John, one of the first of his many entrepreneurial ventures beyond music. The brand became a beacon for the convergence of fashion, hip-hop and Hollywood. Nowhere was that mix more apparent than at the fall 2003 Sean John runway show. Celebrities weren't only in the audience but also on the runway, and the then-unknown actor Channing Tatum modeled a fur-collared coat over a pair of white long underwear. The looks offered a New York rap fantasy: sunglasses-inside swagger, puffer coats and suits with silk ties. In the following months, a Sean John store opened on Fifth Avenue and Combs became the first Black person to win best men's wear designer from the CFDA. -- 
E.P.



Nazario:
 Around the time this [collection] came out, a lot of the young people I was hanging out with in downtown New York were trying to figure out what to do [with their lives]. There was this interesting convergence of art and fashion and music and culture, and Sean John was a representation of that. Before its launch, Puffy had been an arbiter of culture who could sell anything. But this was the moment when people started taking him seriously as a designer, which, for better or worse, cemented him as a presence in the fashion industry. The look -- glamorous, ostentatious and sort of tacky -- was everywhere. And I thought it was done well this season. I don't know if we can include Puffy on any list right now, but a lot of people working today, certainly from my generation [Nazario is 36], have been very influenced by Sean John -- not only by what it represented but by the aesthetic.



Bode Aujla:
 I agree.



Ton:
 You can't deny the influence of the work, regardless of the person.



Ackermann:
 From my part of the world, it hasn't had such a big influence. But I see where Carlos is coming from, and we're judging what the brand represented back then.



Nazario:
 It legitimized rap and pop culture's relationship to fashion. If I'm not mistaken, it coincided with Karl [Lagerfeld]'s hip-hop moment. Around that time, [Jennifer Lopez launched a clothing line called] Sweetface. And years later, Lindsay Lohan became an artistic adviser at Ungaro.



11. Jean Paul Gaultier, Spring 1985



Jean Paul Gaultier
 is best known for his corsets and conical bras, which were 
immortalized by Madonna
 on her 1990 "Blonde Ambition" tour. But while the French designer was amplifying a burlesque ideal of femininity, he was also queering gendered ideas of fashion with his spring 1985 men's collection, titled Et Dieu Crea l'Homme (And God Created Man), which included sarongs and wide-leg trousers with wrapped front panels that made them look like skirts. The year before, Gaultier had incorporated the sailor stripe into his Boy Toy collection for men, citing Rainer Werner Fassbinder's homoerotic 1982 film "
Querelle
" (based on the 1947 Jean Genet novel) as inspiration. Promotional images for the collection showed a tall, muscular man in a short plaid skirt standing on a dock next to a woman in a longer pant-skirt combo, their stomachs peeking out from nearly identical cropped sweaters. Although mainstream fashion didn't adopt Gaultier's then-radical concept, he was able to expand the outermost boundary of men's wear, creating space for other designers to explore and, more distantly, for the likes of Harry Styles and ASAP Rocky to experiment. --
 R.C.



Farber:
 It can be a bit of an eye roll now to hear about skirts on the runway. But this wasn't "[RuPaul's] Drag Race"; Gaultier designed trousers with a front panel to give them the illusion of a skirt.



Ton:
 That collection was a predecessor to all the gender-fluid clothes we see today. It wasn't done for the sake of putting a man in a skirt. It was about removing the idea of gender identity altogether, and it precedes Thom Browne showing his suits with skirts, or Hood by Air. It set the tone for what we see today as modern men's fashion.



Haramis:
 Haider, you designed a couture collection last year for Jean Paul Gaultier, but this wasn't on your list.



Ackermann:
 Perhaps that's because I'm not as attracted to things that are gender fluid. I grew up in Africa, and my whole childhood I saw many men in skirts. So for me, there was nothing new about it.



12. Hood by Air by Shayne Oliver, Fall 2014




The fall 2014 Hood by Air show in New York.




In 2006, 
Shayne Oliver
 co-founded 
Hood by Air
 with Raul Lopez (who later branched out with his own brand, Luar) to dress their own community of cool, androgynous New York club kids. But the Hood by Air shows transcended their network: They made New York runways feel vitally connected to the city itself. Oliver's gender-fluid fall 2014 show at Pier 60 ended with several dancers paying tribute to the modern ballroom scene, an influential community of queer Black and Latino drag performers, with roots in America dating back to the 19th century. The dancers wore jeans that were covered in zippers and the brand's logo; bondage-like straps flung around the models' legs and wigs whipped around their heads. The performance complemented the electric day-to-night feeling of the collection, with its leather jackets, oversize graphic tees and sweatsuits spliced with laces. "I went to high school with all these guys out there vogueing today," Oliver 
told Vogue after the show
. "The way I view design comes from the aesthetic of being at a ball." -- 
Jessica Testa



Nazario:
 This was the moment when everyone was like, "What 
is
 this?" It was so charged and messy, borderline vulgar. The vision was fully realized, but the budgets were just so small. And that was its charm. I think it really influenced the way that fashion used communities, the way that clothes were presented and who was allowed to have an opinion. Shayne was influenced by what was happening in Europe; it's probably valid to say there was a conversation going on between Shayne, Rick [Owens] and Riccardo [Tisci]. But I don't think Hood by Air was referencing them. Maybe it was referencing the things they were referencing.



Ton:
 It was a teaser for what was to come in the New York landscape. He was a decade early. Streetwear had been popularized by luxury fashion, but what Shayne did was steeped in ball culture and queer culture.



Nazario:
 He added to the conversation about gender fluidity, or whatever the correct marketing term for it is. Nowadays it can feel like a revelation when Miu Miu has clothes that look good on a man and a woman, or when its shows use a trans model. Shayne arrived a bit early.



Ackermann:
 It's interesting to listen to you because I come from such a different background. I mean, of course we're different generations, but it's also very American. Vogueing is very attractive and interesting to me. But I don't know if this had as much of an impact on fashion as it had on the moment.



13. Givenchy by Riccardo Tisci, Fall 2011




The fall 2011 Givenchy men's show in Paris.




Givenchy's fall 2011 men's show was plagued by technical difficulties -- including a power outage that caused a 90-minute delay -- but few remember that now. Instead, the collection endures for its introduction of one of 
Riccardo Tisci's
 signatures: the Rottweiler. Splashy, menacing images of the dog appeared on sweatshirts, scarves and shorts -- though the Italian designer later played down the breed's ferocity, 
saying that Rottweilers represent
 "power and sweetness." The black jersey shirts were particularly favored by Rihanna, Usher and several members of the Kardashian-Jenner family, who wore them in numerous paparazzi photos. It's now a requirement for designers to have street credibility and a crew of famous friends, but that started with Tisci's 12-year reign at Givenchy. (He began by overseeing the couture and women's lines in 2005 and added men's wear in 2008.) Dark and seductive, his Givenchy was also slyly witty: That 2011 collection included fuzzy hats with dog ears. -- 
J.T.



Ton:
 It was a pivotal moment to see a luxury house like Givenchy tackling streetwear. And you could feel its impact right away: Suddenly, everyone was wearing the hoodies and T-shirts.



Farber:
 And they were well made. Tisci set the bar for what luxury streetwear should be.



Nazario:
 It was deceptively simple, but it wasn't really athleisure. Whether or not you love Riccardo's aesthetic, he's a true designer. If it's a pair of basketball shorts on the runway, it's not 
just
 a pair of basketball shorts. It's made with the best fabrics. As for the Rottweiler, it became a ubiquitous status symbol.



14. Adam Kimmel, Spring 2010



Adam Kimmel's
 fashion career was brief -- he took a one-year hiatus in 2012 to pursue other projects, and never returned -- but he left a lasting impression. After graduating from New York University in 2001, the American designer traveled to Italy to work with tailors and patternmakers and returned home with a small collection of thoughtfully constructed essentials. Three weeks later, he threw his latest collection in a duffel bag and flew to Paris to try to sell it. (The store Colette bought almost everything; eventually, the brand was carried at Bergdorf Goodman and then Dover Street Market, following a studio visit from Rei Kawakubo herself.) Kimmel made clothes that evoked larger-than-life characters. For his early look books, he and his half brother, the photographer Alexei Hay, played dress up with their friends: the actor Dennis Hopper and the artists Ryan McGinley, John Baldessari and Dan Colen. In later seasons, his presentations were increasingly cinematic, demonstrating his showmanship and range. Spring 2010, one of the brand's last collections, channeled a Western aesthetic with suede chaps and denim coveralls. 
Jim Krantz
, who photographed original Marlboro Man ads, shot the collection on real cowboys on a ranch in New Mexico; 
in an accompanying video
 by the director Meredith Danluck, the bull rider Rocky McDonald mounted a bucking bronco in a Kimmel tuxedo. -- 
E.P.



Ackermann:
 These days, there're so many collections based on outerwear. But Adam took a U-turn by using the same photographer [Jim Krantz] who shot some of the advertising for Marlboro. Consistently, he elevated these very quiet outerwear collections into something elegant and beautiful.



Bode Aujla:
 The unfussy 
apparel
 aspect of men's wear is why I put him on my list. If you look at the clothes, it's all made in Italy, some of it out of cashmere, but it's cool. Even the way he presented his collections, it looked like he picked these people off the street. That way of casting had been done before with Comme des Garcons, but this was a new iteration because it was clothes you'd find people wearing.



Haramis:
 When I first moved to New York, I had the pictures from this campaign on the walls of my bedroom.



Bode Aujla:
 It was a strong vision of luxury for this new downtown guy. I almost added a third collection of his, but I was like, "I can't have only Ralph Lauren and Adam Kimmel on my list."



15. Polo Ralph Lauren by Ralph Lauren, 1974 (the Costumes for "The Great Gatsby")




The actor Robert Redford, wearing a suit from Ralph Lauren's 1974 collection, in a film still from "The Great Gatsby" (1974).




Over the past half-century, 
Ralph Lauren
 has contributed more to the iconography of American fashion than perhaps any other designer, delivering season after season of sporty, luxurious clothing that manages to conjure both East Coast aristocracy and the Western frontier. In 1968, Lauren, who was born Ralph Lipschitz in the Bronx, came out with his first Polo label collection. (Despite never having played the sport, he loved its style.) He quickly became known for textured fabrics -- tweed, silk, corduroy -- and relaxed tailoring, as epitomized by his unstructured Easy Suit, introduced in 1970. "The coat feels like a shirt and looks like a jacket," he said. In 1974, he released a collection of double-breasted waistcoats, suits with big lapels and wide ties that Robert Redford wore in that year's film adaptation of the 1925 F. Scott Fitzgerald novel "The Great Gatsby." "My clothes are all about a mood and style I like," 
he told Oprah Winfrey in 2002
. "It's all about creating a dream I'd want for myself." -- 
R.C.



Haramis:
 Emily, you alone nominated four Ralph Lauren collections.



Bode Aujla:
 I think 1974 is the most interesting because of what was happening in America. A year or so earlier, the U.S. military had left Vietnam. Meanwhile, Ralph offered an escapist collection that appeared in "The Great Gatsby." He shifted the way men dressed, instead of leaning toward what was happening in the world at the time.




Redford, dressed in Ralph Lauren, on the March 1974 cover of GQ.




Ackermann:
 I've always secretly dreamed of working for him -- that's how much I admire him. You enter a Ralph Lauren shop and it's like entering his entire universe. He's stayed very truthful to himself, and he continues, almost stubbornly, down his own path.



Nazario:
 There's nothing to say about Ralph that hasn't been said. We can't do a list like this without including him on it.



16. Seditionaries by Vivienne Westwood, 1976




The punk musician John Lydon, a.k.a. Johnny Rotten, wearing Vivienne Westwood's Seditionaries label circa 1976.




Today, it's common for designers to collaborate with musicians, but that wasn't the case in the 1970s, when 
Vivienne Westwood
 and her romantic partner at the time, the musician and band promoter 
Malcolm McLaren
, opened a shop in London's Chelsea neighborhood for young people who had tired of flower power. They changed the store's name several times before landing, in 1976, on Seditionaries. By then, the 
Sex Pistols
, whom McLaren managed, were wearing clothes from the shop. In 1977, the group's song "
God Save the Queen
," which was banned from the BBC, inspired an iconic Seditionaries shirt featuring an image of Queen Elizabeth II with a safety pin piercing her lips. More intricately detailed pieces included the famous bondage suit from the 1976 collection, a unisex ensemble with an abundance of zippers and buckles. It's hard to overstate the enduring influence of the Seditionaries look -- defined by metal spikes, exposed seams and intentionally distressed fabrics -- not just on the aesthetics of 20th-century music but on high fashion, too. -- 
R.C.




Westwood with her partner at the time, Malcolm McLaren, photographed in 1977.




Ton:
 Thinking about the '70s, I'm surprised none of us nominated Vivienne Westwood's 1976 Seditionaries collection because she practically invented punk. A lot of the designers on our list wouldn't be around if it weren't for her.



Bode Aujla:
 I think that's why the Raf one was confusing to me, because he's riffing on the culture she helped create.



Nazario:
 I agree about that collection.



Haramis:
 Let's add it, then.



17. Abercrombie & Fitch, Fall 1996




A spread from Abercrombie & Fitch's fall 1996 catalog, photographed by Bruce Weber.




In the 1990s and early aughts, Abercrombie & Fitch was the official outfitter of the suburban American teen. Two decades earlier, though, in 1976, the company had filed for bankruptcy. It found its footing again in 1992, when a new chief executive, Mike Jeffries, was hired following the brand's purchase a few years earlier by the Limited, Inc. His plan: to attract adolescent customers with a sexy take on collegiate Americana involving rugby polos, cargo shorts and a lot of plaid. The company commissioned the photographer 
Bruce Weber
 to shoot black-and-white, often homoerotic pictures that were printed on shopping bags and lined the walls of Abercrombie's cologne-scented, wood-paneled stores, where customers were usually met by shirtless male greeters. The company was later criticized for its 
exclusionary marketing and hiring practices
, which favored slim, white models and employees and, earlier this year, 
the F.B.I. launched an investigation
 into claims that Jeffries sexually abused several men between 2009 and 2015; Jeffries has denied these claims. (A lawsuit against Weber accusing him of misconduct toward several male models was 
settled in 2021
.) Recently, Abercrombie has undergone yet another successful rebrand with more sophisticated clothes for a slightly older clientele: In the first quarter of 2024, sales were up 31 percent over the year before. And yet, as cargo shorts return to the runway once more, the influence that Abercrombie had on young millennials -- and on men's style -- is hard to deny. -- 
J.M.




An Abercrombie & Fitch billboard, photographed in 2005 on Fifth Avenue in Manhattan.




Bode Aujla:
 This collection, and the campaign Bruce orchestrated, was so brilliant, although problematic. This was the year that Mike Jeffries took A&F public, which is totally wild. The company was hemorrhaging millions and millions of dollars, and then it was on its way to making billions. Just this one campaign provided an identity for so many American and international kids.



Farber:
 It's a collection, but it's also a spirit.



Nazario:
 These were some of the first fashion pictures I remember making an impression on me. But I don't know what its inclusion says about fashion.



Haramis:
 I don't know what it says about 
high
 fashion, but I do think it was emblematic of how a lot of people dressed for a time.



Nazario:
 And maybe it trickled up. I remember one Dsquared2 show in Milan with extremely low-rise jeans paired with a bikini top, a plaid shirt and a trucker hat, which was an Abercrombie uniform.



18. Gucci by Alessandro Michele, Fall 2015




The fall 2015 Gucci men's show in Milan.




According to legend, in January 2015 -- following the 
surprise departure of Frida Giannini
, Gucci's creative director since 2006 -- 
Alessandro Michele
, who had previously served as Giannini's associate, scrapped the men's wear collection that she'd been working on and pulled together an entirely new one in just five days. From the moment the first model came out in Milan wearing a red silk pussy-bow blouse with loose cotton pants and fur-lined sandals, it was clear that the Italian designer had cast aside Giannini's jet-set aesthetic in favor of his own vintage-inspired vision. Romantic and exuberantly androgynous, the collection featured wool berets, skinny scarves and lace tops, all worn by willowy models. Two days after his first men's show, Michele was appointed creative director of the brand, a position he would hold for nearly eight years before stepping down in 2022. 
As Frank Bruni wrote for T in 2018
, "He isn't just selling robes, slippers, handbags, 
things
, though he certainly wants customers to buy those, which they've done in numbers that have returned Gucci to peak cultural relevance and extraordinary financial success. He's selling a 
sensibility
: eccentric, eclectic, inclusive." (And one that was exuberantly bizarre: he'd sometimes send out models with their identical twins or carrying silicone heads that looked just like theirs.) Only two months after being announced as the creative director of Valentino this past March, Michele unexpectedly dropped a resort collection of 171 ready-to-wear looks. -- 
K.W.



Farber:
 I never thought this would be on my list. I'll admit it: I didn't get how these thrift-store pussy-bow blouses were going to work for men's wear moving forward. But I included it because of how many other designers it influenced.



Haramis:
 If I'm not mistaken, lots of people walked out of that show feeling confused.



Farber:
 As I talked to other fashion editors, the consensus seemed to be, "Wait, 
what
?"



Nazario:
 It was so bold and confident -- and such a middle finger to what [Gucci] had been. I remember leading up to that moment, there was a minimal, dry "I'm rich and I have no opinion" thing starting to happen. And then Michele arrived, and everything changed. Suddenly, everything felt a bit bohemian and homemade. It wasn't a look that I loved or could get behind, but the impact was immediate.



19. Lanvin by Lucas Ossendrijver, Spring 2011




The spring 2011 Lanvin men's show in Paris.




In 2001, when 
Alber Elbaz
 joined Lanvin, he transformed what was then a troubled 112-year-old French brand into a purveyor of highly coveted women's wear. A few years later, the label hired the Dutch designer Lucas Ossendrijver, hoping that he'd do the same for men's wear. While Elbaz was best known for his festive, formal attire, Ossendrijver, who had previously worked under Slimane at Dior Homme, was interested in "lived-in" clothes, 
he told T in 2008
; he found traditional suits "boring." By the summer of 2010, when he showed his spring 2011 collection in Paris, he'd refined a casual yet elegant aesthetic inspired by activewear and aerodynamic design. Semi-sheer tops twisted around torsos. Hems and seams were left raw. Fabrics were tactile, some of them stiff and ridged and others imprinted with swirls and stripes. The athletic sandals combined lizard skin with sporty straps. Long sleeveless jackets were worn over bare chests, accessorized with metallic studded necklaces. Commercial success followed, pushing Lanvin further toward cultural relevance. In 2010, H&M released a very popular men's and women's collaboration with the brand and, in 2013, Lanvin became the official tailor of England's Arsenal Football Club. After 14 years at the brand, Ossendrijver 
left the company in 2018
 amid restructuring. Lanvin, which hasn't staged a designated men's show since then, recently appointed Peter Copping as its new artistic director. -- 
J.T.



Ackermann:
 Lucas's work was so innovative. The fabrics were modern, the cuts were very sharp, and the shapes and colors were amazing. Everything was very technical, even if it didn't look like it.



Nazario:
 There was the brand's impact on the street, as well. The Lanvin sneaker was such a huge status symbol in New York. Lucas's fashion -- that technical, sporty, Belgian-meets-Japanese thing that he did -- was being replicated everywhere.



20. Ann Demeulemeester, Spring 2014



Isn't it a delight when a designer goes off-script? 
Ann Demeulemeester
 was a member of the Antwerp Six, the experimental group of Belgian fashion designers that included Walter Van Beirendonck and Dries Van Noten. She held her first Paris runway show in 1991, adding men's wear in 1996, and through it all delivered goth nobility: Her clothing was moody, sophisticated and often black. But for her spring 2014 men's wear collection, the designer surprised her audience with florals. Though the blooms were ebony-hued, the wisteria appliques creeping down the tongues of white shoes and swirling around the chests of blush pink vests were also distinctly pretty. The collection evoked Edwardian tea parties, with domed hats, three-piece suits and vertical stripes -- some barely visible beneath buttoned tailcoats and others blaring from trousers. It was unexpectedly whimsical, even Tim Burton-esque. (One journalist used the description "Beetlejuice stripes.") "This is private Ann, on Sundays," 
Demeulemeester told Vogue at the time
. "People don't know, but I love my garden." It was her last men's collection before stepping away from the brand. -- 
J.T.



Ackermann:
 It's clothes with a soul, and maybe I've been missing that. Of course, there are good collections nowadays, but one that really moves you -- I have old Ann Demeulemeester pieces that I'll never throw away. The construction, the patterns, the attitude of the hanging shoulders: You felt like PJ Harvey and Patti Smith, embracing masculinity but being feminine at the same time



Nazario:
 Ann is an unsung hero. She's beloved in the design community, but not as well regarded on a global or commercial level as I think she should be. I keep coming back to that word "influential." And my question is, "Influential to whom?" She really changed what people wanted to look like.



Ackermann:
 I need to make it clear that I'm talking about Ann Demeulemeester 
by
 Ann Demeulemeester. After she left, it was a different story.



21. Junya Watanabe, Fall 2014




The fall 2014 Junya Watanabe men's show in Paris.




The expression "business in the front, party in the back" was coined to describe mullets -- which were on full display at 
Junya Watanabe's
 fall 2014 men's wear show in Paris. Some models wore Ziggy Stardust hairstyles; others had mod moptops. A few wore wigs that looked intentionally halfhearted, as if they'd been sourced from a cheap costume store. A tweed jacket, worn over a polka-dot tie, was fastened with a safety pin. Punkish snagged sweaters were layered over sensible shirts. A top hat and brogues complemented jeans covered in plaid patches. It was a city kid remix of Ralph Lauren's Anglophilia, and the dichotomy was irresistible. Over two decades since Watanabe had shown his first women's wear collection in Paris, the private Japanese designer was still doing what he did best: turning everyday garments into surprising pieces that lit up his audience's imagination. -- 
J.T.



Ackermann:
 I could have chosen any Junya Watanabe collection. He's got a certain rock attitude, although it's very different from Demeulemeester's. He made outerwear fashionable with those beautiful collaborations with the North Face and Canada Goose. I'm impressed by whatever he does.



Farber:
 I feel the same way. The one I chose, fall 2015, was probably his most upbeat. I think I smiled throughout that entire show, which was basically celebrating formal wear. But as brilliant as fall 2015 was, I think there's a greater arc to fall 2014 -- more of the world of Junya.



Ackermann:
 What's interesting about Watanabe is that you can wear his clothes 20 years later. You have this with a lot of Japanese designers: They remain in time.



Nazario:
 It's one of the few labels I don't get rid of, and I get rid of everything.



22. Dries Van Noten, Fall 2016



Over the course of his 38-year career, the Belgian designer 
Dries Van Noten
 created a colorful, poetic style that pulled inspiration from different cultures and eras. At his fall 2016 men's wear show, that rich-bohemian romanticism found its ideal habitat: the Palais Garnier opera house in Paris, a venue that he'd been trying to book for 15 years. 
He told Vogue at the time
 that he wanted to create a collection that matched its grandeur. "For me it was really good to be able to show here onstage and not in a room," he said. "It turns your world a little bit upside down." According to the show notes, Van Noten based the clothes on a central character that he referred to as a "Peacock Peacenik," and looked to the psychedelic imagery of the 1960s to inform many of his designs. Some coats were covered with swirly, hallucinogenic graphics by the artist 
Wes Wilson
, who designed fliers for Ken Kesey's original acid tests, others with military ribbons and symbols. 
Van Noten's spring 2025
 men's wear show this past June was his last one. In a letter posted to his fans, he wrote, "My dream was to have a voice in fashion. That dream came true." -- 
K.W.




Backstage at the fall 2016 show.




Bode Aujla:
 I think it's important to include him. He's a designer's designer.



Farber:
 I loved Dries's shows, but I also thought about shopping when I was at them. And there's not a ton of that on this list. I aspire to 
wear
 his clothes. The experience of seeing this collection is ingrained in my mind. We walked up to this massive, gorgeous structure and were escorted around the back. We then went up a creaky staircase and through a little door, which is when we realized that we were on the stage of this amazing architectural gem. The collection was in part military inspired, so there's an officer's coat and lots of olive. Eventually, we started to see some embellishment -- maybe an embroidered snake down one arm. The crescendo was just magnificent. It went from zero to 100 in 15 minutes.




The finale of the fall 2016 show.




23. Helmut Lang, Spring 1998



Helmut Lang
 grew up in Austria at a time when Europe, still rebuilding after World War II, was obsessed with American cultural exports like rock music, cowboy movies and denim. Tired of wearing hand-me-down suits to school, he learned to sew his own jeans. When he founded his own line in Paris in 1986, he focused on the clean-lined, workwear-like silhouettes that defined his youth. America was an enduring creative touchstone for the designer; in 1997, he moved his business to New York and, that summer, he showed the spring 1998 collection, his first dedicated to men's wear. The lineup of largely black-and-white tailoring included vests that resembled bulletproof tactical gear, utilitarian belts worn like cummerbunds and lots of denim, most notably in the form of Lang's famous paint-splattered carpenter jeans, which inspired countless imitations. In promoting garments of humble American origin, Lang challenged the supremacy of European fashion; the following year, he even pushed the date of his women's show up a month to precede the ones in Milan and Paris. Other designers soon followed his lead and New York has been first on the official fashion calendar ever since. -- 
J.M.



Farber:
 Jil Sander and Calvin Klein's influence on men's wear was huge, but I chose Helmut because he took that minimalism and built on it. Over the years, he played with punk and New Wave influences. There's so much in this spring 1998 collection: sharp tailoring and monochrome dressing, but also the idea of modern armor with the inclusion of a padded bulletproof vest and suiting with a distressed denim jacket and paint-splattered jeans.



Nazario:
 It felt like the convergence of a lot of things that were happening in fashion, but in a very concise way. And I love the introduction of a lot of urban styling cues like wearing a tank top underneath a white shirt. From that time forward, I don't think there's been a moment when Helmut wasn't a part of the conversation.



Ton:
 To me, 1998 was the year of Helmut. The unfussiness of a simple suit contrasted with utilitarian garments like a worker vest was such an interesting proposition. This collection also merged high fashion with streetwear.



Ackermann:
 I've gone to a few of his shows; the models seemed to walk straight at you. There was no gimmick. You either liked him or you didn't, but you couldn't ignore him.



24. Grace Wales Bonner, Fall 2015



Since launching her brand a decade ago, the British Jamaican designer 
Grace Wales Bonner
 has approached her work as an exploration of ancestry and identity. In January 2015, when she was 24, she debuted her clothes, which bring together indigenous craft techniques, including Indian quilting, Ghanaian beading and Burkinabe weaving with Savile Row-like tailoring, as part of the emerging designer showcase Fashion East at London Fashion Week. Wales Bonner -- who has since curated exhibitions at New York's 
Museum of Modern Art
 and London's 
Serpentine North Gallery
 -- sought inspiration for the collection, titled Ebonics, in the work of Black writers and artists like Langston Hughes and Marlon Riggs. She subverted expectations about gender and class with combinations such as a silk cummerbund with a pinstriped-denim suit and a halter top with high-waisted trousers or a mushroom-colored, crushed velvet suit embellished with cowrie shells and Swarovski crystals. -- 
K.W.




The fashion designer Grace Wales Bonner (center), photographed in 2016 after winning the LVMH Prize at the Fondation Louis Vuitton in Paris.




Farber:
 I remember being in London with a colleague who said, "We should go see this new designer Grace Wales Bonner." I didn't know anything about her. I walked in and was instantly transported somewhere else. Some of the men were wearing pieces of crushed velvet; others had embroidered jewels and shells, which I later discovered were once a form of African currency. In the show notes, Grace wrote, "This collection was quite historical, going further into the history of how Black people were represented in paintings in the 19th century, and how that manifests itself today. It's about looking back and then looking forward." To be so young and to carry that kind of weight -- I'm not surprised by how successful a career she's had.



Nazario:
 I'm a big Grace fan, and I think the way she makes work inspires a lot of designers.



25. Craig Green, Spring 2015



In 2012, when the British designer 
Craig Green
 founded his label after graduating from Central Saint Martins in London, he attracted attention with provocative elements like face masks made from wooden planks, which the press ridiculed. But for his spring 2015 show, Green stripped back the conceptual statements and focused instead on the construction, telling Dazed magazine that he wanted the clothes "to feel beautiful, in a way." The core of the collection was a utilitarian workwear jacket made of cotton, nylon and tarpaulin that he interpreted in a limited palette of white, black and a supersaturated cornflower blue. Worn by barefoot models who emerged to a melancholic soundtrack that included the Irish New Age singer Enya, the garment looked almost delicate, with strings that tied at the front. Elsewhere, it was reimagined as padded armor and paired with loose, karate-style trousers that evoked the work of 
Yohji Yamamoto
. Several members of the audience were seen in tears. -- 
K.W.




Looks from the spring 2015 collection.




Farber:
 I didn't know what to expect. Then these barefoot boys came out, and there was something so pure and poetic about this collection -- it spoke its own language. It wasn't sportswear or tailoring as I'd known it. It was fabric that wrapped around the body with no zippers -- just little ties to hold it together. I remember having this image of young warriors returning from, or heading off to, battle.



Ton:
 Like David was saying, it's almost art in motion. It didn't necessarily feel like clothes.



Farber:
 And I do think there was something about being in the room, because when you just look at images of the clothes, I don't know if it carries the same weight. In photos, you might ask yourself, "Where, how and when would I put that on my body?" But that wasn't part of the dialogue in that room. It was like, "Bring the beauty. We want this. We need this."
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'The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives' Are About to Go Public



A new Hulu series will explore a cheating scandal -- and its aftermath -- that rocked the world of Mormon social media influencers.




The new Hulu series "The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives" explores a scandal that erupted when Taylor Frankie Paul, center, revealed that she and her husband were "soft swinging" with their Mormon friends.




By Jessica Roy


Sep 06, 2024


In the summer of 2022, the world of Mormon influencers was rocked by a scandal that even their most dedicated followers did not see coming. Taylor Frankie Paul, a married TikTok influencer and mother of two, announced in a TikTok livestream that she and her husband had decided to get a divorce after "soft swinging" with other Mormon couples in their Salt Lake City-area friend group.



The public admission prompted denials from Ms. Paul's friend group, cheating accusations and even more shocking revelations, all of which have followed the so-called #MomTok influencers ever since.



Now, the scandal and its aftermath have been documented for a new reality series for Hulu -- the aptly titled "The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives" -- which premieres on Friday. Here's what you need to know about the women, and the scandal, at the heart of the series.



OK, what is #MomTok?



"I 
created
 MomTok," Ms. Paul, 30, declares in 
the trailer
 for the show.



MomTok is a nickname for a loose collection of popular young Mormon influencers who post TikTok videos of themselves dancing, lip syncing and behaving in ways you wouldn't necessarily expect religious women to behave. But that's part of the point: Ms. Paul and her friends, including Mayci Neeley, Mikayla Mathews and Whitney Leavitt, say that MomTok is about subverting expectations of how Mormon wives and mothers should act.



"We are trying to change the stigma of the gender roles in the Mormon culture," Ms. Neeley says in the trailer.



What supposedly went down between the women of MomTok?



On May 20, 2022, Ms. Paul 
announced
 in a lip syncing video on TikTok that she was divorcing her husband, Tate Paul. Five days later, she followed up with a livestream in which she said that she and some of the other couples involved in MomTok had been "soft swinging," which she says meant that she and her friends engaged in partner swapping while in the same room.



"It was like swapping in front of each other standing next to each other," Ms. Paul explains in the Hulu trailer.



That practice -- controversial on its own for members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints -- eventually led to Ms. Paul "violating" the group's swapping policies, in her words, by cheating with one of her friend's husbands, resulting in her divorce and estrangement from many of the other MomTok women.



How did the other women react to Ms. Paul's announcement?



While many have remained silent, some of the women, including Miranda McWhorter, Whitney Leavitt and Victoria Zalic, have denied ever engaging in "soft swinging." Ms. Zalic and Ms. McWhorter have distanced themselves from Ms. Paul, but Ms. Leavitt will appear on "The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives" alongside her.



What happened to Ms. Paul after her "soft swinging" admission?



The trouble didn't end there for Ms. Paul. Not long after announcing her divorce, Ms. Paul was arrested and 
charged
 with aggravated assault, two counts of domestic violence in the presence of a child, child abuse with injury and criminal mischief after being accused of attacking her new boyfriend, Dakota Mortensen. In August 2023, she 
pleaded
 guilty to aggravated assault, and the other charges were dismissed.



So now we're getting a Hulu show about all of this?



Apparently, yes. Ms. Paul, along with Ms. Neeley, Ms. Mathews, Ms. Leavitt and a few other Mormon influencers, will be appearing on "The Secret Lives of Mormon Wives" to show the aftermath of the swinging scandal and Ms. Paul's arrest, while also exploring what it takes to be a Mormon social media influencer.
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style outside



Clothes That Command Attention



At New York Fashion Week, the breadth of people on the streets meant there was no shortage of great outfits.








Photographs and Text by Simbarashe Cha


Sep 12, 2024


The latest installment of New York Fashion Week possessed a quality that can separate good 
fashion weeks
 from great ones: diversity. This was not the contrived kind, when brands will nod to inclusivity by inviting certain guests or casting certain models in their shows. It was more natural. The people of various backgrounds in the crowds outside shows didn't telegraph as one-offs. They looked as if they were meant to be there.



The breadth of heritages, ages and sensibilities in the streets meant there was no shortage of 
great outfits
. Many brought to mind how New York is a place where, aesthetically, hip-hop meets pop, edgy intersects with traditional, and daytime business casual transitions into sleeker attire at night.



It's not every fashion week that a single color stands out, but this season in New York red was embraced by spectators and brands alike. Other wardrobe trends included many variations of navy pinstripe 
suiting
, pleated skirts styled myriad ways and knit dresses with silhouettes that caught the eye.




The knit top and gold jewelry took this sandy suit to a beachier place.





A pair of cardigans and skirts with all the vibrancy of a pack of Fruit Stripe gum.





Were there cars in the street, this punchy ensemble might have stopped traffic.





They had the energy -- and the wardrobe -- of a Broadway musical.





The smile of someone who looked good and knew it.





Mixing pieces that don't seem to match is often a style risk worth taking.





A dark palette unified this hodgepodge of outfits.





A crowd that exemplified a truism of fashion shows: You notice something different everywhere you gaze.





Hiking up the sleeves made the trench seem more like a dress.





Their outfits and attitudes radiated a cool confidence.





A side view best captured the magnitude of these wide-leg jeans.





This mix of copper hair with silver and gold jewelry was right on the money.





"The Terminator," but make it fashion.
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review



Night of the Supermodels in New York, Guest Appearance by Rihanna



What happened when Pieter Mulier brought the Alaia show to the Guggenheim.




Rihanna was a surprise presence at the Alaia fashion show at the Guggenheim. 




By Vanessa Friedman


Sep 07, 2024


It takes a lot to distract from Rihanna. Especially when she enters a room wearing a cleavage-spilling corset underneath a cream net gown with hundreds of seed pearls caught in its web, sits next to Liv Tyler and starts whispering in her ear.



It takes a lot to upstage a mini-reunion of supermodels: Stephanie Seymour in leopard, hugging Naomi Campbell and both of them air-kissing Linda Evangelista, as Amber Valletta, all in black, smiles benignly at the scene.



Yet that is exactly what Pieter Mulier did Friday night with an Alaia show at the Guggenheim Museum that redefined chic in audience, venue and style. After 
three years
 of negotiating, not always easily, with the heritage of the house Azzedine built, he finally made it his own.



Holding the first fashion show to make use of the entire spiraling Frank Lloyd Wright ramp twirling up to the museum's domed glass ceiling, Mr. Mulier sat his guests -- an idiosyncratic mix of gallerists, artists, photographers and fashion folk -- on round settees on the ground floor, and then sent the models strolling from top to bottom. At first all the audience could see as they craned their necks back were little heads, bobbing along just above the uppermost part of the ramp. Then shoulders. Then perhaps a torso or two.



Finally, the whole thing: a collage of spirals and geometry, form and function that took the essence of sportswear and made it modern. Skin-toned bandeaus were paired with classic Alaia skater skirts, but rendered lightly in layers of silk chiffon, and billowy trousers that looked like a cross between harem pants and sweatpants (harem sweats?). Later, panniers were added at the hips, as if they had been crossbred with a ball gown and recast in silk taffeta.



Chubby coats were composed of swirls of woolly wadding to reflect the swirls of the museum, in chalky pink and cream, or made from hundreds of corkscrew curls, like the dripping fronds of a wisteria. Or maybe a massive pot of fusilli pasta. Tunics came in sheer metal mesh.



And in a eye-popping feat of fashion architecture, strapless sci-fi Greek goddess gowns made from hundreds of tiny pleats of silk jersey were engineered to snap onto the body with no visible straps, zips or closures, and made to expose a river of skin curving continuously from breastbone to ribs and waist, and then on down the leg to the ankle.



Last season, at Alaia's usual slot during the couture shows in Paris -- the label sits somewhere in the netherworld between couture and ready-to-wear -- Mr. Mulier showed a similar dress in which the top snaked around the torso with the technology of a snap wristband. The powers that be at the Guggenheim, it turned out, had seen this dress, and in it had seen themselves (or at least their museum). They contacted Mr. Mulier, and thus a relationship was born.



Or perhaps revived: In 2000, the Guggenheim Museum in New York held 
an Alaia show
 that imagined a conversation between Mr. Alaia's work and that of Andy Warhol; in 2004, the museum bestowed upon the designer 
a special award
. There has always been an aesthetic mind meld of shorts between the label and the institution. By returning, Mr. Mulier was, in a sense, bringing Alaia home.



But he was also freeing himself from the burden and expectations that have seemed to sit heavily on his shoulders in Paris, where, after all, Mr. Alaia lived and worked and, at least in his later years, served as a sort of fashion oracle for generations of other designers who came to eat at his table and sup on his words.



Coming to New York provided Mr. Mulier not so much a fresh start as an opportunity for recontextualization. And for engaging with the ease and simplicity of the American sportswear tradition, one Mr. Mulier knows from his much lauded but ill-fated 
two years at Calvin Klein
 with Raf Simons, and one rooted in references to Halston and Pauline Trigere. The result was an edge of relaxed insouciance that celebrates the body without limiting it. The values are those of Mr. Alaia, but the expression is Mr. Mulier's.



He also showed a terrific triangular prism bag, slung sideways like a backpack or worn at the waist like a belt, and jewelry made of thin filaments of leather or silver threaded through each ear, sometimes connected into a necklace a la headphones.



In 1985, three years after Bergdorf Goodman introduced his line, Mr. Alaia himself came to New York and 
held a sizzling show in the Palladium
 before an audience of celebrities and artists and culture shapers (Ms. Seymour was also at that one -- on the runway). It turned out to be something of a landmark in the story of the brand.



This could be another one.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/07/style/alaia-rihanna-guggenheim-fashion.html
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New York Fashion Week brought a ripple of parties across the city, where urban cowboys, indie-sleaze-aspiring revelers and stylish, timeworn New Yorkers strutted their stuff. It was not just vamping models and eager spectators pumping out looks. Off the runways, a less curated undercurrent (or at least one carefully chosen to appear so) took over after sundown. See who was out and what they wore.



Tuesday, Sept. 10



Leon Bridges Performs at a Mansion Filled With Jewels








"It's just diamonds and diamonds," said one partygoer. "Cascading diamonds," another replied.



It was Tuesday evening, and a crowd in black suits and long, sparkly cocktail dresses wove through the Cooper Hewitt, Smithsonian Design Museum, where Boucheron, the luxury French jewelry brand, was throwing a lavish affair to celebrate its first New York City store.



Guests walked through a maze of small, dark rooms adorned with jewelry once worn by members of America's high society and into a garden for the party. They peered at a hairpiece turned brooch that Elizabeth Taylor wore to the Oscars in the 1970s; an Art Deco bracelet that belonged to the Wallis Simpson; and replicated pieces from the collections of Caroline Astor and Cornelius Vanderbilt.



The actor Colman Domingo was impressed. He was modeling a leopard necklace that he had chosen because his husband calls him "The Cat."



"I'm wearing it to represent us," he said.



The party took place in the garden, a leafy backyard behind Cooper Hewitt, a 64-room mansion that once belonged to the industrialist Andrew Carnegie. Guests, who included the model Alexa Chung, and the actors Hailee Steinfeld and Cole Sprouse, were greeted with champagne, lemonade and passed hors d'oeuvres including croque-monsieur and pastrami on a croissant.



The yard was filled with couches, one occupied by Gwyneth Paltrow, the actress and Goop founder, and her husband, Brad Falchuk, who spent much of the evening in whispered conversation. Models in jewelry from the collection, paraded around the garden.



Around 8:30 p.m., guests rushed to a stage, where the Texas songwriter Leon Bridges performed songs from his new album, "Leon," which drops October 4.



His performance ended around 9 p.m., when several attendees left for another event: "I need to get home for the presidential debate," one man said, as he ordered a last cocktail at the bar.




The actor Cole Sprouse and Ari Fournier, a model, in Helsa.





The actor Hailee Steinfeld





Abi Hoffman, a model





The model Alexa Chung and Ms. Rubik





The models Yada Villaret and Bambi Northwood-Blyth





The musician Leon Bridges performed.




Monday, Sept. 9



LaQuan Smith Packs Paradise Club




LaQuan Smith on Monday night at his after-party at Paradise Club in Times Square.




At 10 p.m. on Monday night, in the armpit of Times Square, a pack of New York Fashion Week attendees -- musicians, athletes, stylists and at least one reality show star -- filed into Paradise Club for the LaQuan Smith after-party, which celebrated the brand's runway show earlier that night in Brooklyn.



Inside a dimly lit space with flashing red lights, a handful of guests faced the crowd and joined a D.J. onstage as clips from past LaQuan Smith runway shows looped on a screen in the background.



A long hallway was a runway of sorts for guests like the Olympic gymnast Jordan Chiles, the rapper ASAP Ferg, the stylist Law Roach and the N.B.A. player Jordan Clarkson. A few among those in attendance tried to sneak a photo with Raekwon of the Wu-Tang Clan, who 
performed
 over the weekend at the Tommy Hilfiger show on the Staten Island Ferry.



Sitting on top of a booth, Teyana Taylor, the actress and singer, wore a red Rick Owens jacket with a towering, sculptural hood that poked above the crowd. Around her, partyers chased after trays of chicken nuggets and fries from a McDonald's food truck outside the building.



"I love LaQuan," said Ms. Taylor, who is from Harlem and lives in Atlanta. The best part of the week, she said, comes after the party. "At 6 a.m., I hop on a plane to take my kids to school."



Around 1 a.m., Lil Nas X made his way to the club's balcony, lit by billboards and packed with smokers. He quickly ordered a drink, posed for photos and disappeared into the crowd on the dance floor.




The actress and singer Teyana Taylor.





From left, Brandon Hunt, wearing Diesel and a Livintage Apparel hat; Ramil (Ramillionaire) Carr, in a hat by Kalieda Festival Wear; and Legend Already Made, wearing a custom top hat and an ascot from Christine Campbell and an Armani suit.





From left, sisters Elizabeth Venorsky and Hanna Muller-Greven with their mother Kathy Talty, wearing a vintage pearl piece.





Joseph McRae, a partygoer, in his own design. 




Sunday, Sept. 8



Off-White Throws a 'Party for Everyone'




Ibrahim Kamara on Sunday night at the after-party for Off-White at the Manner Hotel in SoHo.




The top of Madonna's wavy blonde hair was barely visible as a crowd hovered around her on Sunday night in SoHo inside a party to celebrate Off-White's New York Fashion Week 
debut
 at Brooklyn Bridge Park earlier that day. 
Ibrahim Kamara
, who took over the label following the designer Virgil Abloh's death in 
2021
, wove through the fans to hug the pop icon. (Her son, 
David Banda
, modeled in the show.)



Hundreds of guests, including the musician Leon Bridges, the filmmaker Lena Waithe, and the singer Victoria Monet packed into the party at the Manner Hotel, which is scheduled to open later this month. Around the hotel, partygoers sipped drinks on a dim dance floor lit by phone flashlights, dodged broken champagne flutes on their way to the rooftop and ate mini crab cakes in a candlelit lounge overlooking the street.



Just before midnight, 
Flavor Flav
, who sat in the front row of the show, wearing a baby blue Off-White tracksuit and white Alexander McQueen shoes, burst through the doors to applause. As he greeted guests, he showed off a medallion-like water polo clock around his neck, a memento of his role as hype man for the U.S. women's water polo team at the Paris Olympics. 
The Olympic gymnast Sunisa Lee
 also posed for photos in the congested entryway.



Despite the tastemaker-heavy crowd, 
Mr. Kamara
 said he wanted the party to feel like a community, an idea that he said Off-White' embodies.



"It's not a fashion party," Mr. Kamara said as remixed R&B and hip-hop hits blasted from the dance floor and the line outside grew. "It's a party for everyone. And that's what New York is."




The rapper Flavor Flav with a water polo clock around his neck. He was a hype man for the U.S. women's water polo team at the Paris Olympics.





Sunisa Lee, the American Olympic gymnast, in Off-White.





Attendees at the Off-White party were served dirty vodka martinis.





Kaylan Anderson, a model.




Thursday, Sept. 5



Air Mail and Bloomingdale's Channel Italy




The model Jordan Rand, in a PH5 dress and Balenciaga sunglasses. 




Partygoers on the Upper East Side were transported to Italy on Thursday in an evening filled with sculptural foods, opera performances and many, many roses.



The soiree, thrown by Graydon Carter, the founder and co-editor of Air Mail, and Olivier Bron, the chief executive of Bloomingdale's, to promote the department store's Italy-inspired fall campaign, was co-hosted by Isabella Rossellini along with Christine Baranski and Morgan Spector of the HBO show "The Gilded Age."



"Italian men like powder blue shirts and navy ties so I thought that's what I'll do to honor them," Mr. Carter said. "May we all be reborn Italian."



At the Academy Mansion, a grand 20th-century estate on East 63rd Street, guests, including 
Bette Midler
, 
Tiffany Hadish
 and 
Nicky Hilton Rothschild
, posed in front of dramatic archways, surrounded by dark, wood-paneled rooms that 
resembled
 bars of milk chocolate, and drank Aperol spritzes in the courtyard.



Ms. Rossellini
, dressed in "head to toe" Dolce & Gabbana with Bulgari drop earrings, delighted in the food disguised as art by 
Laila Gohar
, the chef and conceptual 
artist
 whom Drake once called the 
Bjork of food
.



"Upstairs, I thought they were columns, marble columns like you see in Italy," Ms. Rossellini said. "But they were cake!"



As the party wound down, 
Amy Fine Collins
, in an impressive campaign for the merits of good posture, was balancing a drinks tray on her head to "oohs" and "aahs." Attendees from a Miu Miu event trickled in, and a cheese handler doled out final hunks of Parmigiano Reggiano.



The sports agent 
Sean Stellato
, who had arrived with 
Tommy DeVito
, a quarterback for the New York Giants, was on the hunt for the last few decorative pillows guests were encouraged to take home.



"I want to get one for my wife," he said, before nabbing one from an empty love seat.




Graydon Carter, left, Isabella Rossellini; and Morgan Spector at the Air Mail Bloomingdale's event.





Dylana Lim Saurez, a content creator, in Cinq a Sept, right, with her sister Natalie Lim Saurez, a model.





The filmmaker Paul Feig in a Isaia suit, an Anto custom shirt and a Charvet pocket square. 





Partyers at an event thrown by Bloomingdale's and Air Mail at the Academy Mansion on the Upper East Side. 





Bevy Smith, left, in Missoni, posing with Laolu Senbanjo, who is wearing his own design. "I knew I wanted to channel a little bit of Gina Lollobrigida and Sophia Loren," said Ms. Smith, the Bravo co-host.




WEDNESDAY, Sept. 4



Vans Revives Max Fish With TV on the Radio




TV on the Radio's Jaleel Bunton, left, and Tunde Adebimpe perform in a rare appearance.




A crowd in dad caps and baggy pants tagged graffiti onto glass doors, took mirror selfies with point-and-shoot digital cameras and danced as if it were the early 2000s -- all beneath a giant cigarette.



Fashion month in New York was just getting started.



At a party in SoHo, Vans, the skater shoe company, had staged a revival of Max Fish -- the Lower East Side dive bar beloved by creative types and downtown drifters that 
closed in 2010
, reopened and shuttered for good in 2020 -- with a rare live performance from the rock band TV on the Radio. It was a tribute to a bygone New York and a reunion for its old guard: artists and bartenders wistful for an era of cheap rent and filthy bathrooms.



At first glance, the fashion could have been mistaken for the streetwear worn by patrons at the original bar on Ludlow Street, which once welcomed the likes of Johnny Depp, James Gandolfini and 
Taylor Mead
 alongside local plumbers.



"I don't know what I'm wearing," said Jaleel Bunton, who is a jack-of-all-trades musician for TV on the Radio and a former bartender at Max Fish. "Other than the Vans sneakers."



(Mr. Bunton, who performs barefoot, promptly removed his shoes for the show.)



Around 10:30 p.m., the band's lead singer, Tunde Adebimpe, howled onstage in front of a Max Fish 
simulacrum
, designed to recreate the bar's red awning, grimy toilet and dirty bathroom sink filled with detritus and sucked-dry cans of Modelo. Fans ate cones of popcorn and cheeseburger sliders and bounced their heads in nostalgia. (This week the band announced its first 
tour
 since 2019.)



Beneath Mr. Bunton's lilac mohair cardigan was a white T-shirt with an orange cat with one tooth and "Garfeld," a misspelling of the comic strip feline, splashed across the top.



"It's like Garfield's methy cousin," Mr. Bunton said. "If that doesn't say Max Fish tonight I don't know what does."




Sophia Lamar, left, in Rick Owens, poses for Brandi DeVine, right. "Every day is fashion week for me," Ms. Lamar said.





Ulli Rimkus, who opened Max Fish in 1989, wears a Morgane Le Fay dress. "I wanted it to be not hot," Ms. Rimkus said of her outfit, but also, "not too dumpy."





One partygoer, Barri Yoko, in a Beyonce-inspired hat, with Robin Lacey, right.





Cathy Cho in a pink jumpsuit.





Ricardo Rodriguez, left, owner of No Company Motors, and Jahlil Nzinga, an artist from Los Angeles, center. 
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Why Do Americans Want to Dress Like Swedes?



The Stockholm fashion label Toteme has a no-nonsense, "pragmatic" look -- and a lot of fans in New York.








By Jessica Testa


Sep 10, 2024


Toteme, the fashion label, is not a word. But it comes from one.



"I had the idea of 'Totem,'" said Karl Lindman, who co-founded the company 10 years ago with his wife, Elin Kling. They married the same year.



"One of the meanings of the word 'totem' -- and there are a lot -- is a symbol for the like-minded," Mr. Lindman, 42, said.



But Ms. Kling, 41, thought the name sounded too "masculine." She was making clothes for women. So she suggested adding an "e," elongating and softening the pronunciation. The addition also gave symmetry to a square-shaped 
monogram
 that Mr. Lindman, then the design director of Interview magazine, had been developing.



"It's our take on the word," he said. As I sat across from the couple at a long wooden table in the backyard of their Hamptons, N.Y., home, I wondered if there was a Swedish word for "totem." Mr. Lindman paused for a moment: "It's the same."



Mr. Lindman and Ms. Kling are both Swedish, based in Stockholm, but they come to Long Island every July. Their shingled home in Amagansett, purchased about three years ago, is as close as you can get to the beach without living on it.



Yet they should not be confused for Hamptons types; they are walking advertisements for Toteme, a brand often referred to in fashion media as "minimalist." That word makes Ms. Kling wrinkle her nose.



"To me, it's more about strength," she said. "Pragmatic."



"It's not wrong to say that sweet Swedish fashion has been quite minimal and utilitarian and practical in the past," Mr. Lindman added. "That being our heritage is something that we embrace. But we're not doing it only for the sake of it. We're designing clothes that make sense for you and your life, and they tend to be quite minimal."



Toteme is built around what fashion people call "elevated basics": classic silhouettes in rich textiles, with just a touch of design. Like a nice blazer, somewhere between sleek and oversize, made from a fabric blend 
described on Toteme's website
 as having "a spongy hand feel." (It costs $980.) They are not reinventing the wheel, but they are dressing the wheel in a way that makes her feel composed, smart and secure in her style. Can an outfit be punctual?



Maybe if it's Swedish. When I arrived at their Amagansett home exactly one minute before our scheduled meeting, the first remark Mr. Lindman made was that my timing was "very Swedish."



The couple really is very Swedish: humble and hospitable, only dryly funny, with light hair, high foreheads, blue eyes -- more blue when they have their summer tans -- and two children, ages 6 and 9, who were seen but not heard.



They have an office in Stockholm with about
 
150 people, as well as employees in London and New York. Yet Toteme has found much of its success in the United States, the label's "focus market," Mr. Lindman said. On Sept. 10, when they open a boutique on Madison Avenue in Manhattan, four of their 15 stores will operate in the United States. These American stores are the largest and best-performing, according to the company.



Sales in the United States have quadrupled in the last three years, a spokeswoman said. The company's global revenue was $150 million last year.



"It does incredible in the U.S.," confirmed Alison Loehnis, the interim chief executive and president of Yoox Net-a-Porter, which has stocked Toteme since its first collection. (In those early days, the only place you could buy Toteme online was Net-a-Porter.) "I would not say in any way it is a specifically American aesthetic, but the fact that it resonates so keenly and in the biggest market, it doesn't shock me."



So it made some sense that Toteme chose to join the New York Fashion Week calendar this season. On Tuesday, it will present a summer collection of mostly black and white pieces meant for "high summer in the city," Ms. Kling said. (Forget the Hamptons, although I did spot one lemony yellow look in the lineup during a preview with the designer on Zoom.)



Ms. Kling herself prefers to dress in black during the summer. She finds it looks more "sharp and elegant" than the typical 
colorful sundress
.



"I like to wear a white dress in November and a black dress in July," she said. When she's not wearing Toteme, her uniform is a Charvet shirt, vintage Levi's and Cartier jewelry.



Ms. Kling, a former fashion blogger and magazine editor, was already living in New York when she met a fellow expat, Mr. Lindman. As they built Toteme, she would focus on design, and he on packaging.



"Sweden is quite an equal country," she said. "The women are quite independent. But I have to say, I also feel the same way in New York."



Her goal has been to make "clothes for the working woman," she said: "There needs to be a reality, a simplicity." Ms. Kling and her husband often talk about how they're more interested in style than fashion.



"I think they're underplaying themselves," said Camilla Nickerson, an 
influential
 stylist who is working on Toteme's New York runway show, and who was "immediately inspired" by Ms. Kling.



"She has an uncompromising and quietly assertive sense of design," Ms. Nickerson said. "That's what women need right now."



While the couple founded the company here, they returned to Stockholm in 2016 to find a "sense of purpose," Mr. Lindman said. In the Swedish capital, he said, "people are sort of happier with what they've got." It has been easier to retain employees and build a long-term business there.



They call Toteme their third child, and people sometimes ask whether working together ever complicates their marriage.



"For most people, it's complicated to organize a trip or a renovation because suddenly you have to work together," Mr. Lindman said. "For us, that's our default mode. When we don't have a project to work on, we're like, 'What are we going to talk about?'"



In the early days of the company, Toteme struggled to get the attention of department stores. (Wholesale today represents about 50 percent of sales; Nordstrom is their largest account in the United States.) Streetwear and logos were more trendy than "
quiet luxury
" at the time.



"We never had a strategy of 'let's conquer America' or 'let's go to France,'" Mr. Lindman said. (The brand's first runway show was held in Paris in January.)



But over the years, certain pieces, like a 
T-lock bag
 with a curved handle, have exploded in popularity in cities outside of Stockholm. Toteme has sold more than 30,000 of these purses, the company said, in different variations. A wool jacket with a built-in scarf, priced at $1,130 was once called a "
worldwide phenomenon
."



The founders' reaction to these viral moments is, of course, very Swedish: "For good and bad, we don't really celebrate any success," Mr. Lindman said. "We're always sort of like, 'What could we have done better?'"




Mr. Lindman and Ms. Kling in their Stockholm atelier. "It's very much a family affair," she said of the way the couple runs Toteme. She often takes her kids to the stores.




Still, it is a success that these pieces are not yet passe to customers. The scarf jacket was released two years ago, which might as well be seven in fashion years. Yet Ms. Loehnis, the Yoox Net-a-Porter president, said new versions of the scarf coat remained Toteme's top seller on the Net-a-Porter site.



"It's also our most engaged kind of fashion-forward customers who are buying it," Ms. Loehnis said.



Which may explain why I recently came across a box of matches that said, in capital letters on one side, "
The Row
 & 
Khaite
 & Toteme." The matchboxes were made by Jess Graves, who writes 
The Love List
, a popular shopping Substack, as a kind of inside joke for her fashionista readers. These are the brands that excite them -- Toteme because of how particularly unexciting it can be.



"They really know who their customer is," Ms. Graves said during a dinner for her newsletter in New York last week. "I hate to use the term, but I think it's the '
quiet luxury
' girl. It's the girl who likes to build a wardrobe of items that last a long time."



"I mean, these shoes are cool," Ms. Graves continued, pointing to the sharp square-toe Phoebe Philo heels she was wearing, "but they're going to look stupid in two years."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/10/style/toteme-sweden-nyfw.html
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