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      Politics

      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        Election 2024 live updates: Harris making play for N.C.; Trump seeking to shore up Ariz.
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        To bash immigration, JD Vance bashes America's economic dominance
        Philip Bump

        The Republican vice-presidential nominee offers an anti-American assessment of economics along multiple dimensions at once.

      

      
        A contentious race to be a tiny Michigan county's top election official
        Patrick Marley

        Antrim County's clerk planned to retire this year. Now she is now running a write-in campaign against a candidate who has promised to shake up elections.

      

      
        Trump's 'concepts of a plan' fumble is even worse than it seems
        Philip Bump

        It wasn't just a verbal whiff. It was a whiff on a topic on which he has historically overpromised as he accuses his opponent of being light on policy.

      

      
        Congressional Republicans try to hide from Trump's debate performance
        Paul Kane

        Republicans faced their own presidential nominee's poor performance without the same clear-eyed analysis Democrats voiced after Biden's terrible June 27 debate.

      

      
        Trump stokes suspicions about assassination attempt, raising fears of more violence
        Isaac Arnsdorf

        After an initial period of relative restraint, the former president has begun blaming the shooting on his opponents and amplifying conspiracy theories.

      

      
        Harris puts pressure on Trump in an elusive battleground: North Carolina
        Hannah Knowles, Yasmeen Abutaleb

        The vice president has raised Democrats' hopes of winning the Tar Heel State, a populous battleground that has been just beyond their grasp ever since Barack Obama briefly turned it blue in 2008.

      

      
        Anatomy of a racist smear: How false claims of pet-eating immigrants caught on
        Sarah Ellison, Jeremy Merrill

        How an anti-immigrant rumor spread from a random Facebook post to leadership of the Republican Party and the biggest influencers on social media so quickly.

      

      
        Arizona GOP billboards implore voters to 'EAT LESS KITTENS'
        Kyle Melnick

        Arizona's Republican Party erected about a dozen billboards in the Phoenix area that say "EAT LESS KITTENS" and look similar to Chick-fil-A's promos.

      

      
        After fiery debate, Harris and Trump camps wrangle over a second one
        Toluse Olorunnipa, Marianne LeVine, Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey

        Harris's aides are confident she won Tuesday's showdown but are looking for more ways to reach swing voters. Trump aides discuss whether a second debate would help or hurt.

      

      
        Harris, Trump attend 9/11 events after contentious debate
        Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Matt Viser

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail as Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump hold events a day after they debated in Philadelphia.

      

      
        Feds increase security for Jan. 6 in effort to prevent Capitol attack repeat
        Peter Hermann, Jacqueline Alemany

        The decision will give the next electoral count -- scheduled for Jan. 6, 2025 -- the same level of security accorded to presidential inaugurations and political conventions.

      

      
        Grieving Ohio father to Trump and Vance: Stop using my son 'for political gain'
        Azi Paybarah

        Aiden Clark's death has been amplified by leading Republicans who have to sought to attack Vice President Kamala Harris on immigration.

      

      
        Harris, Trump set politics aside at ceremony to commemorate 9/11 attacks
        Matt Viser, Maeve Reston

        Harris, Biden, Trump and Vance standing together at the New York memorial was a striking tableau in a political cycle in which Harris has attempted to reclaim the mantle of patriotism.

      

      
        Trump won't take Ukraine's side. That's far out of step with voters.
        Aaron Blake

        A recent poll showed voters thought he sided with Russia more than Ukraine. He apparently doesn't care to disabuse them of that notion.

      

      
        Nippon Steel's doomed effort to court union detailed in emails, letters
        David J. Lynch

        Nippon Steel's attempt to acquire U.S. Steel appears poised to fail because of union opposition and national security concerns.

      

      
        McBride wins primary, clearing path to be first openly trans member of Congress
        Jiselle Lee

        McBride will be the Democratic nominee for Delaware's at-large House seat, which is seen as solidly blue.

      

      
        As U.S. and Ukraine debate arms restrictions, Blinken visits Kyiv
        Michael Birnbaum, Siobhan O'Grady, Ellen Francis

        Kyiv's attempt to sway the Biden administration comes as Ukraine has faced heavy bombardment from Russia in recent days -- especially on its power sector.

      

      
        Does Trump understand that 'strongman' isn't a compliment?
        Philip Bump

        During the debate -- and plenty of times prior -- Trump has suggested that this term for an autocrat is actually a good thing.

      

      
        When voters consider gender, enthusiasm for Harris surges -- among women
        Philip Bump

        New polling from 19th News and SurveyMonkey reinforces the scale of the gender divide in the 2024 election.

      

      
        Trump pushes false claims about migrants eating dogs in Springfield, Ohio
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro

        On the debate stage Tuesday, Donald Trump doubled down on baseless and dehumanizing claims pushed by his running mate that immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, are stealing and eating pets.

      

      
        Trump wavers on whether he wants a second debate with Harris
        Amy B Wang

        Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign has signaled that it wants a second debate, in October. Trump said Wednesday that he is "less inclined" to participate.

      

      
        Trump attack on Harris racial identity strikes a nerve at Black church watch party
        Sabrina Rodriguez

        The predominantly Black crowd responded with deep sighs and some laughter when the discussion in Tuesday night's debate turned to the Republican's baseless broadside against the vice president.

      

      
        More than a third of Americans are too young to remember Sept. 11
        Philip Bump

        Time marches on, as it does.

      

      
        How resounding was Kamala Harris's debate win? Let's look at the polls.
        Aaron Blake

        Early polling shows Harris won by a historically large margin. And Trump voters acknowledged that and said it could impact their votes.

      

      
        Where independent and third-party candidates are on the ballot
        Nick Mourtoupalas, Meryl Kornfield, Nicole Markus

        See which states have them on the ballot, including the seven battleground states most likely to decide the election.

      

      
        House GOP maneuvers to portray Democrats as weak on China
        Abigail Hauslohner, Cate Cadell, Marianna Sotomayor

        With its "China Week" blitz of legislation, the House GOP seeks to bolster the party's foreign policy credentials ahead of November's election.

      

      
        Donald Trump no longer knows how to talk to anyone outside his base
        Philip Bump

        During his debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, Trump's inability to break out of his familiar rhetoric was striking. It might not matter.

      

      
        Harris dominated Trump in debate, but will it matter?
        Dan Balz

        In Tuesday night's scorching debate, Harris tried to keep Trump on the defensive. But with polls showing no clear leader, the race may stay tight until the end.

      

      
        Democrats cheer -- and Republicans dismiss -- Taylor Swift's Harris endorsement
        Niha Masih, Annabelle Timsit

        Democrats hailed "cultural icon" Taylor Swift's endorsement of Kamala Harris after the debate. Donald Trump said he had "no idea" about it.
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Election 2024 live updates: Harris making play for N.C.; Trump seeking to shore up Ariz.
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Maeve Reston, Patrick Marley, Devlin Barrett, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Lori Rozsa, Annie Gowen, Shayna Jacobs, Isaac Arnsdorf, Philip Bump, Tony Romm, Julie Weil, Anna Phillips, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Hannah Knowles, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Peter Hermann, Jacqueline Alemany, Aaron Blake, Paul Kane, Jeremy Barr | 2024-09-12
Vice President Kamala Harris is returning Thursday to North Carolina, a battleground state that has been just beyond the grasp of Democratic presidential candidates since Barack Obama briefly turned it blue in 2008. The Washington Post's polling averages find Harris and former president Donald Trump tied there. Trump is campaigning Thursday in Arizona, a state he narrowly lost to Joe Biden four years ago. It is a must-win state for the Republican ticket this year.
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To bash immigration, JD Vance bashes America's economic dominance
The Republican vice-presidential nominee offers an anti-American assessment of economics along multiple dimensions at once.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-12

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) appears on "The Story with Martha MacCallum" at Fox News Channel Studios in New York on Sept. 11. (Dia Dipasupil/Getty Images)


Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) has long expressed hostility to immigration, even legal immigration, in the face of declines in birth rates in the United States. Since being elevated to serve as Donald Trump's running mate,  his hostility has manifested in more aggressive ways, most notably in his recent elevation of baseless claims that immigrants in a small town in his state -- again, legal immigrants -- are eating other people's pets and otherwise making life in the area worse.
The political goal is unsubtle, certainly. Even when presented with the fact that no evidence of the alleged pet-eating in Springfield, Ohio, exists, Vance encouraged his and Trump's supporters to continue hyping the claim anyway. Elevating the idea that immigrants are scary or harmful is central to Trump's politics, particularly this year.
But it also means that Vance ends up meandering into some dubious territory. As when he was asked during an interview on CNBC whether he didn't acknowledge that there are also positive economic aspects to immigration.
"If the path to prosperity was flooding your nation with low-wage immigrants," Vance replied, "then Springfield, Ohio, would be the most prosperous country -- the most prosperous city in the world. America would be the most prosperous country in the world, because Kamala Harris has flooded the country with 25 million illegal aliens."
The claim that "Harris has flooded the country with 25 million illegal aliens" is false for multiple reasons. First, that Harris is not centrally responsible for the administration's immigration policies (overheated rhetoric about being "border czar" notwithstanding). Second, the total is wildly inflated, counting people stopped at the border among the "flood." The actual number of immigrants entering the country -- many of whom are given permission to stay while asylum claims are adjudicated -- is far lower. Though, again, the immigrants at issue in Springfield, most of whom are from Haiti, are here legally and permitted to work, making them more obvious contributors to the economy than those without work permits.
But the most clearly ludicrous claim from Vance is his assessment that America isn't the most prosperous country in the world. It is. And immigration plays an obvious role in that.
Data from the World Bank demonstrates the United States' ongoing leadership on the metric of gross domestic product, the numeric proxy for "prosperity." This country has the highest GDP by far and has had it for some time.




Vance, a former venture capitalist, might be expected to know this. And as he continued his answer, he moved the goal posts a bit, suggesting that while eggheads or people who work at a "Wall Street bank" might think America is prosperous, the Biden administration has overseen "skyrocketing inflation, lower take-home pay" and dissatisfaction with the economy. (That last complaint is heavily partisan and driven by claims like Vance's, so we can set it aside.)
Inflation has risen since the emergence of the coronavirus pandemic, that's true. It is also true that this is not unique to the United States. And it is the case that the country's median, inflation-adjusted annual income jumped to more than $80,000 in 2023, recovering to levels last seen before the pandemic hit. Vance refers to "take-home pay," which is a way to double-dip on the inflation critique, since rising wages are moderated by rising prices. That said, income increases have been outpacing inflation for some time.
What's critical to note here is that American prosperity is intertwined with historic immigration patterns -- and that, moving forward, immigration will be essential to continued prosperity.
The most obvious reason is that America is getting older. The youngest baby boomers turn 60 this year; the oldest turn 78. America is getting grayer, with more people relying on taxpayer-funded programs for seniors, even as a smaller percentage of the population is paying taxes. Vance wants way more American-born babies to fill that working-age population hole. But immigration remains a central U.S. advantage in increasing our population and meeting that need.
As for his assertion that it was somehow ludicrous to think that immigration and prosperity were linked, we can again look at the numbers. There is no correlation between the most-prosperous countries in the world and the percentage of their populations that is foreign born, it's true. The chart below, contrasting GDP (vertical axis) with foreign-born populations (horizontal) just shows countries all over the place.




But if we adjust for population size, a correlation emerges. Countries with the higher percentages of foreign-born workers among the most prosperous countries are also those with the most GDP per resident. (Notice that the countries form more of a line, though the United States is still an outlier.)




The causation here doesn't necessarily run in that direction; more prosperous countries are more appealing places for immigrants to seek out, as the United States has seen over the past half-century. But it is the case that immigration and prosperity overlap.
Vance is a politician, one running as part of a ticket predicated on presenting immigration as a central problem for the country and a central failing by his and Trump's opponents. As such, Vance once again ends up wandering into dubious territory, this time suggesting that the country is not the wealthiest and most economically powerful in the world.
Not every American is wealthy, sure, even on a global standard. But it is broadly true that Americans enjoy more prosperity than residents of other countries -- and that immigrants to the United States contribute to that prosperity.
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A contentious race to be a tiny Michigan county's top election official 
Antrim County's clerk planned to retire this year. Now she is now running a write-in campaign against a candidate who has promised to shake up elections.
By Patrick Marley | 2024-09-12

Antrim County Clerk Sheryl Guy works in her office at the Antrim County government building in Bellaire, Mich., on Monday. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


BELLAIRE, Mich. -- Sheryl Guy planned to oversee one last presidential election, and she hoped it would go more smoothly than last time.
In 2020, the clerk in northern Michigan's sparsely populated Antrim County initially misreported that Joe Biden won the heavily Republican area. Within days she corrected the tabulations with the accurate vote totals, but the error still provided fodder for far-fetched theories that spread across the country as Donald Trump falsely claimed he had won.
Guy, 63, has weathered vilification, lawsuits and death threats. She was looking forward to retirement after the election this fall -- until she realized who might take her job.
Winning a five-way Republican primary for county clerk last month was Victoria Bishop, who promised to shake up the office, hand-count ballots and scrub people from the voter rolls. With no Democrat running, Bishop was all but assured of winning in November.
This gnawed at Guy, who recently left the Republican Party and views Bishop's pledges as signals that she will entertain the kinds of baseless claims that thrust the county into national headlines in 2020 and eroded public trust in elections. She decided to launch a write-in campaign to try to keep her job.
"It's my obligation to do this, to do what's right," she said from behind a desk scattered with papers.
The unusual race in this bucolic county near the northern tip of Michigan's lower peninsula shows the persistence of false claims about the last presidential election and how the effort to fight them often falls to local officials. With mail voting beginning this month in Michigan and many other states, election officials from both parties have raised concerns about misinformation and the potential for violence as Trump raises the specter of fraud and warns that he, if elected, may try to prosecute those who oversee voting.
County and municipal clerks are the engines that make elections run -- often with tight budgets, small staffs and intense deadlines, all of which can lead to mistakes. They register voters, mail absentee ballots, oversee in-person early voting, conduct Election Day activities, count ballots and transmit the results to the state for certification. Once little-known civil servants, since 2020 they have been shoved into the political limelight and subjugated to routine harassment. A wave of election officials have quit or retired in recent years, and their departures create openings that could be filled by those who want to transform long-standing voting procedures.

The Antrim County government building in Bellaire. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


Guy came to work for the county as a switchboard operator as soon as she finished high school in 1978 and worked her way up the ranks over the following decades. "I graduated on Friday, started on Monday," she said. "I'm very boring. Never left."
This is Guy's fourth time running for clerk since 2012 but the first time she faces an opponent.
Guy's campaign manager, Daniel Bean, spent Sunday and Monday distributing 100 yard signs that feature Guy's name in bold letters and these instructions: "Write in & fill in the oval." He keeps reminding voters it's Sheryl with an S, not a C, but he's also confident the county's board of canvassers will consider the intent of voters when it decides which ballots to count for her. A leading concern: that voters will forget to fill in the oval next to her written-in name.
Bean worked with Guy for four decades at the county before he retired as sheriff last year. In 2020, he briefly thought something nefarious may have happened with the election results, he said, but he investigated and quickly determined ordinary human error was at fault. He fears Bishop's election could plunge the county back into acrimony and arguments over debunked allegations of hacked machines.
"This county has been through a lot in the past years, and I don't think it needs this again," he said as he sipped coffee in the back of the Hen's Den, a diner adorned with small American flags and a sign with a stern-faced chicken.
Bishop, 78, often wears a baseball cap emblazoned with the phrase "Michigan first" as she promotes a message of ridding the voter rolls of dead people and those who have moved out of the county. Bishop, who has not publicly spelled out her views on the 2020 election or what she believed happened in Antrim County, declined to comment for this story. But in a letter to the Antrim Review newspaper this month, Bishop expressed frustration about Guy's abrupt plans to try to keep her job.
"She did not like the way you voted, so now she wants to throw away your vote and stay in office, temporarily," Bishop wrote, arguing Guy would leave office early so a replacement could be appointed. Guy wrote back a week later to say she planned to serve a full term if elected.
The 2020 errors in Antrim County began in a mundane way. Guy and her staff received last-minute paperwork for a candidate for local office, and when they added him to the ballot, they did not update all the voting machines. That caused the machines to report their vote tallies into the wrong spaces on the spreadsheet of election results.
Guy spent all night working on the election but didn't realize she had a problem until she left the office and started hearing from residents who found Biden's victory in the county impossible to believe. The day after the election, she and her staff struggled to understand what happened and got incorrect results again when they first re-tallied the votes. Within days, they determined Trump had won with 61 percent of the vote. The state later confirmed that result with a hand count.
But the damage had been done. Trump seized on the problems as he raged about his losses in Michigan and other swing states and sought to challenge the results. His legal team asked the county's prosecutor to turn over voting machines -- a request he rebuffed.
A Trump ally in the county sued over how the election was conducted, and a month later a judge granted him the opportunity to examine voting equipment. Soon, a team arrived by private jet to photograph the machines and study their inner workings. The team published a report falsely claiming the machines were intentionally flipping votes for Biden, and Trump tweeted that it revealed "massive fraud."

A building decorated in support of former president Donald Trump in Alden, Mich., on Tuesday. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


The judge soon dismissed the lawsuit, and appeals courts declined to revive it. But already the false notion that voting machines were designed to help Biden had taken root with a segment of Trump's base. Trump allies used the problems there to justify a draft executive order to seize voting machines. Trump didn't issue the order but did mention Antrim County in his speech on Jan. 6, 2021.
"In one Michigan county alone, 6,000 votes were switched from Trump to Biden, and the same systems are used in the majority of states in our country," Trump said that day. Soon after, his supporters attacked the U.S. Capitol.
Meanwhile, Trump supporters and others harassed and threatened Guy. One told her she would go before a firing squad. "Nasty stuff," Guy said. "Dirty, rotten, nasty."
The tension mounted. At times, she asked deputies or maintenance workers to escort her and her staff out of the building. Guy started locking the door to her house for the first time. She put on weight as she found herself stress-eating and drinking more Coors Light and Mike's Hard Lemonade. Her husband urged her to resign.
"Never quit a job in my life," she said. "I don't know how. And so I wasn't going to be a quitter on my people either."
Across a county dotted with lakes, forests and cherry orchards, Bishop has put up giant neon-yellow signs promising to "Restore election integrity in Antrim County!" In one campaign flier, she tells voters, "Recent elections have left me with many questions, and I believe many of you may have the same questions."
Her campaign is run by her husband, Randy Bishop, a longtime conservative activist who goes by Trucker Randy on a local radio program. On his show, he questions how elections are run, rails against the Republican establishment and touts a health program that he says will allow people to lose weight without exercising. In recent weeks his show has featured ads for MyPillow, MAGA Water and a northern Michigan "gun doctor" who will repair "anything but an Abrams tank."
Last month, he expressed frustration that Guy was considering a write-in campaign, saying she seemed worried about what would happen if his wife got the job. "What is Sheryl Guy covering up?" Randy Bishop asked on the show. "What is she afraid that Vicki may find once she takes office in January?"
Two years ago he sued Guy and other county officials for $1 million, alleging the county's election practices violated his constitutional right to equal protection under the law. A judge quickly threw out his case.
Guy criticized Victoria Bishop's plans to change how elections are run, saying she would risk subjecting the county to costly litigation if she pursued them. State and federal law specify how the voter rolls must be maintained, limiting the ability of county clerks to take voters off them. Counting ballots by hand instead of machine is time-consuming and less accurate, according to election experts.
But Bishop in her letter to the Antrim Review said critics had mischaracterized her plans, saying she wanted to use hand counts simply to confirm that the number of ballots matched the number of voters.

A campaign sign for Victoria Bishop in Bellaire this week. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


As a meeting of the Coffee Klatch Conservatives broke up on Wednesday, Bishop's supporters called her idea common sense. Some said they were annoyed that Guy launched her write-in campaign after primary voters had their say.
"I don't think that's a good policy -- to say you're not running, and then you don't like the results, and you do a write-in campaign," Sue Leassner said.
Tom Stillings, a former chairman of the Antrim County Republican Party, said he doesn't believe Guy has fully explained what happened in 2020 and thinks Bishop might be able to find out more.
"Call me a conspiracy theorist, but I want an explanation," he said.
But one attendee, Marina Friend, said she planned to write in Guy's name because she didn't think Bishop knew enough about overseeing court records and other duties of the county clerk. "She's a known quantity," Friend said of Guy.
Several hours later, three dozen Guy supporters -- a mix of Democrats and Republicans -- met with her to talk about the mechanics of the campaign and brainstorm ways to get the word out about her candidacy. They discussed handing out bracelets and keychains with Guy's name on them so voters could easily remember her name when they go to the polls. They sorted out who could lend them a fence post driver so they could put up extra-large campaign signs. And they emphasized the importance of fundraising. "We're looking for money," her campaign manager told the group.
Guy has made inroads with local Democrats, who now wave her signs alongside ones for Vice President Kamala Harris during weekly rallies.
"Sheryl was always a good clerk. We liked her, and we felt this was something we needed to do, so we're supporting her," said Lou Ann McKimmy, one of the Democratic organizers.
"Most people in the county have her name on their birth certificate, their death certificate, their marriage certificates," she said. "It's local."
Write-in campaigns are rare -- and most typically fail. But there are noteworthy successes, as in 2010, when Sen. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska won the general election as a write-in candidate after losing the Republican primary.
Guy isn't running with a party affiliation, and she considers herself an independent now. Guy rolled her eyes as she said she voted for Trump in 2016 and 2020. She liked that he wanted to keep American soldiers out of war but never believed he understood how average people lived, she said. She broke with her longtime party after Trump tried to overturn the results and said she plans to vote for Harris in November.

Daniel Bean, campaign manager for Sheryl Guy, right, talks with John Sehl about Guy's write-in campaign in Mancelona Township, Mich., on Monday. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


Guy will be responsible for supervising her own election, but she typically turns over many of the duties to her chief deputy, Connie Wing. Vote tallying this year may stretch well into the day after the election because workers will need to go through all the write-in ballots.
That unusual, long process could serve as a breeding ground for new false claims about how elections are conducted. Wing said she is braced for phone calls, sharply worded emails and requests for records.
"I'm ready for it," Wing said. "I think at this point, I just expect it."
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Trump's 'concepts of a plan' fumble is even worse than it seems
It wasn't just a verbal whiff. It was a whiff on a topic on which he has historically overpromised as he accuses his opponent of being light on policy.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-12

Former president Donald Trump speaks during the debate at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


In theory, the question should have been easy.
Debate moderator Linsey Davis on Tuesday night pointed out to former president Donald Trump that he had repeatedly promised during his first two presidential bids to present a new approach to health care. She pointed out, too, that he hadn't delivered one.
"So tonight, nine years after you first started running," Davis said, "do you have a plan, and can you tell us what it is?"
Trump treaded water for a bit, bashing the Affordable Care Act but also taking credit for "saving it."
Davis was not hoodwinked. "So just a yes or no," she followed up: "You still do not have a plan?"
"I have concepts of a plan," Trump replied.
Don't we all, Mr. Trump. Don't we all.
This should theoretically have been an easy question because Trump should have assumed someone at some point would ask. Davis was responding specifically to Trump's most recent promises to revamp access to and the cost of health care, but she was also responding to those literal nine years of similar promises. When Trump pledged a new health-care policy shortly before the 2020 election, I created this chart showing his past similar promises, none of which had been kept. (You will note that the line labeled "now" is not actually now.)
Over and over, promises of a new health-care plan. Over and over, no plan. Or even concepts of one.




Trump's failures to deliver on his health-care policy promises in particular are punchlines in his political career, surpassed only by his efforts as president to launch "infrastructure week." Remember that time Trump handed a journalist a giant binder of paper with his policy proposals, only to have her visibly flip through a few pages that were blank? That was his health-care plan! Or, it seems, some of the concepts.
So, again: Trump should have had an answer. Except that, as I wrote on Wednesday, he's not used to having to answer difficult questions. He's not used to being in a place where the interviewer isn't sycophantic and he can't simply walk away. Davis had a unique opportunity and earned a revealing response.
The damage done, though, wasn't simply in the clumsy phrasing, one that will live alongside "alternative facts" in defining an aspect of Trumpism. Nor was it simply that it revealed the hollowness of all of those Trump promises on health care. It was also unusually problematic for Trump in this moment against this opponent.
Trump and his allies have spent the past few weeks pillorying Vice President Kamala Harris for having no delineated policy proposals. This is ironic in part because Trump in 2015 publicly rejected the idea that voters actually cared about such proposals (which is generally true). But, still: This was one central line of attack. On matters of policy, his team insisted, Trump would prevail over Harris easily, in part because she had nothing to offer.
What does Trump have to offer? Well, concepts of plans.
His supporters will counter that he does have policy proposals, ones articulated in what his team calls "Agenda 47." It was presented largely through video snippets in which Trump talks generally about things he wants to do, most of them very familiar. This section of his website has been de-emphasized in favor of the "platform" Trump helped write for the Republican convention (which is somehow even vaguer). But when I looked at it in June, there was no specific proposal on health care -- and very few mentions of it in general. (Search for yourself!)
This has made it much easier for Harris and her allies to suggest that the thick sheaf of proposals compiled by the Heritage Foundation -- the infamous "Project 2025" -- is what Trump actually plans to do if he is elected again. Trump correctly points out that the descriptor "Trump's 'Project 2025'" is misleading, since he didn't write it. But his critics correctly point out that the authors of the document are largely people who worked for Trump when he was president and can be expected to return to the federal government if he wins. And, since Trump has no plans of his own, their plans would become his.
It is okay if Trump doesn't have a detailed proposal for overhauling the health-care system. It is a system that is notoriously complicated and involves countless competing priorities. It is one in which expense is unevenly distributed, making it that much harder to figure out a fair way to cover the costs. The reason the Affordable Care Act was such a big deal in the first place (to paraphrase Joe Biden) was that it managed to address a significant chunk of the issue in one fell swoop (through a clunky and patchwork process).
But for that reason Trump should stop pretending he has a plan. It's not that people thought he did, mind you. Even when he first started touting his imminent proposal, it was understood that he was blowing smoke. Donald Trump, the political neophyte who shrugs at policy details, was not going to be the person to slice this Gordian knot. But he keeps saying it because he says untrue things all the time, and his supporters grant him the benefit of the doubt.
Trump's "concepts of a plan" comment, though, will make it that much harder for anyone else to grant him that benefit before Election Day.
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Congressional Republicans try to hide from Trump's debate performance
Republicans faced their own presidential nominee's poor performance without the same clear-eyed analysis Democrats voiced after Biden's terrible June 27 debate.
By Paul Kane | 2024-09-12

Former president Donald Trump speaks to reporters in the spin room after Tuesday's presidential debate. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


Republicans tried to largely hide from former president Donald Trump's debate performance Tuesday, mostly cheering him on or just avoiding the issue altogether.
Speaking to reporters Wednesday, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) focused entirely on a failed government funding plan. What did he think of Trump's debate performance, reporters asked him. Johnson walked away, into the House chamber.
Across the Capitol, Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.), the No. 2 GOP leader, fell into the passive voice to avoid criticizing Trump when asked about the missed opportunity to define Vice President Kamala Harris.
"Well, um, that job's got to get done," said Thune, who is asking colleagues to promote him to majority leader.
Who should take up that task? Thune ducked into a closed luncheon for GOP senators without answering the question.
That's hardly a ringing endorsement from the two people who, if he won the presidency, Trump would rely on to advance his agenda on Capitol Hill.
Almost 11 weeks after congressional Democrats faced a political come-to-Jesus moment surrounding President Joe Biden's standing, Republicans confronted their own version of a presidential nominee who handled his debate performance with confused, rambling answers that diverged into territory few voters care about.
But they had far more reserved reactions than those exhibited by Democrats at the time, who showed up in mourning to a brief series of votes the morning after Biden's debate with Trump.
Trump on Tuesday came across more energetic than Biden did back on June 27, but his grasp of issues left many Republicans privately expressing deep regret over how their candidate did not do much, if any, of the traditional debate preparation that has been common practice for a few decades.
Other Republicans just blamed moderators for poor questioning, even though Trump spoke for more minutes than Harris and had ample opportunities to drive home those points.
"I think he preps every day. Like President Trump, I do a lot of meetings, town halls, roundtables, and I think that's the best prep in the world that you can do," Sen. Roger Marshall (R-Kan.) said Wednesday.
Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.), who has won three deeply contested statewide races through a disciplined, well-funded campaign operation, did not blame Trump for wandering into strange ideological cul-de-sacs and suggested he is so incredibly well known to voters that debate performances won't matter for him.
"If you don't know Trump, I don't know where you've been," Scott said. "Under a rock?"
Other Republicans begrudgingly offered a slight critique -- "missed opportunity" was the description of choice -- noting how Harris never found herself on the defensive about her two decades of elected service as a prosecutor, senator and vice president.
"I believe that we missed a lot of opportunities last night," Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) said.
"It was a huge missed opportunity to nail Kamala Harris on some very easy, easy points. Could have been a lot worse," said Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-Tex.).
How could it have been much worse?
"I mean, I don't think Trump, you know, became overly emotional or lost his cool. He remained stoic," Crenshaw said. "He never looked over at her the way she kept sneering and jeering at him like a child."
Contrast that with Democrats' reactions after Biden's June debate.
"I think people are panic-stricken," said Rep. Emanuel Cleaver II (D-Mo.), a 20-year incumbent who serves as a minister and at the time cautioned colleagues not to make rash decisions. "They're panic-stricken, and I don't think that's a good time to think."
Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), who would go on to play a behind-the-scenes role in helping push Biden aside, told reporters "it could be" when asked whether that debate was Biden's "worst night" as president.
Republicans do not feel free to be that critical of Trump out of the fear that, even if he loses, he will continue to use his influence over base voters to extract revenge in primaries against the wayward lawmakers.
Marshall, a onetime traditional conservative who reinvented himself as a far-right agitator, adopted the blame-the-moderators approach to explain how the Biden-Harris record on border security and crime did not become focal points.
Yet he has no explanation for why Trump didn't make more of those issues in his nearly 43 minutes of speaking, which included plenty of topics that were not questions from moderators.
"I don't have an answer," Marshall said.
Crenshaw, who is not considered a MAGA ally of Trump, even defended Trump's diversion into an unproven claim, based on racist tropes, that Haitian refugees were stealing and eating pets in a small Ohio town, saying the issue has appeared on television.
"It's like in the news right now, and it's disgusting. And it's, yeah, there's Haitian migrants in Ohio reportedly eating ducks and things at the local parks. Like, I don't know about pets but, I mean, it's a thing," Crenshaw said.
In his formal statement, released moments after the debate ended, Johnson began with remarks that read as if they were written before the debate.
"Tonight, President Donald Trump exposed Vice President Kamala Harris for the dangerous radical she has always been," the speaker said.
By Wednesday morning, most Republicans had acknowledged that their biggest regret was that Harris had not been exposed and that, in some regards, she came off looking presidential.
"People saw, 'Oh, actually, she's an intelligent, capable person who has a point of view on issues,' and she demonstrated that time and again," said Sen. Mitt Romney (Utah), the retiring Republican who opposes Trump's election bid but has not endorsed Harris.
Tillis stood out as the rare Republican who openly criticized Trump for not doing real debate preparations, evident from his lack of ready-to-use quips to criticize Harris for the Biden administration's handling of the border and inflation, issues on which voters tend to favor Republicans.
"There you go again, Harris," Tillis said, offering his imaginary answer along the lines that Ronald Reagan used in his debates. "You want to do everything except talk about an agenda that you were partially responsible for implementing."
Trump has openly mocked his senior campaign advisers at rallies and in interviews for their efforts to get him to focus on policy issues and not personal attacks or false claims that the 2020 election was stolen. According to news reports, those advisers made clear Trump was not doing the traditional mock debates with someone standing in as the opponent and trying to practice lines.
Tillis recalled how, after trailing his opponent for a good portion of his 2020 election, he worked with senior aides who came up with a line that they made Tillis rehearse over and over again.
"If you will say that 11 times, I'll buy you a steak dinner," his debate coach said, according to Tillis. He uttered the line 11 times and narrowly won reelection.
"I got the steak dinner," he recalled, a bone-in porterhouse, medium-rare.
"When you do not heed the advice of experts in politics, you're probably going to go into dangerous waters," Tillis said.
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Trump stokes suspicions about assassination attempt, raising fears of more violence
After an initial period of relative restraint, the former president has begun blaming the shooting on his opponents and amplifying conspiracy theories.
By Isaac Arnsdorf | 2024-09-12

Donald Trump's shoe stays behind on July 13 after the former president was rushed offstage from a campaign rally in Butler, Pa., during an assassination attempt on him. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


On the first night after Donald Trump was injured in an assassination attempt in Butler, Pa., some supporters and allies, including campaign staff, immediately began blaming President Joe Biden and Democrats before any information was available about the shooter or his possible motive. Trump himself didn't go there. In his first public statements after the July 13 shooting, Trump thanked law enforcement, offered condolences to the rallygoers killed and wounded, and called for unity.
But his tone changed in recent weeks, as the Republican presidential nominee began promoting conspiracy theories such as those that label the assassination attempt an "inside job" by government agencies or make up Democratic ties to lawyers representing the shooter's parents. Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), frequently portray the attempt as part of efforts by political opponents to prevent the former president from returning to power.
"I probably took a bullet to the head because of the things that they say about me," Trump said at Tuesday's ABC News debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, referring to the bullet or bullet fragment that authorities said grazed his right ear.
The photo of Trump raising his fist with blood on his face has supplanted his mug shot as the defining image of his campaign, adorning everything from T-shirts to Christmas ornaments, and symbolizing the feeling of defiance that Trump has made core to his political persona. Republicans' new rallying cry became the "Fight! Fight! Fight!" chant inspired by Trump's first words after getting shot.
His frequent retellings of what happened in Butler serve to deepen his bond with his supporters by fostering a collective experience of overcoming adversity. That shared feeling gets intensified by a perceived indifference from the media and the rest of the country, as attention quickly moved on from the shooting to Trump's selection of Vance and Harris's replacement of Biden as the Democratic nominee. And as with previous MAGA myths, such as unsubstantiated claims of election fraud, Trump's supporters bring him information and suspicions that he amplifies and validates, creating a mutually reinforcing feedback loop.
"The more we see what happened that day, the more suspicious it all looks," right-wing podcast host Monica Crowley said in an interview with Trump released on Aug. 29. "It looks like the three-letter agencies are slow-walking a lot of this evidence, a lot of the videos, etc. Does it look increasingly to you like this was a suspicious, maybe even inside job?"
"It's very suspicious," Trump replied. "The more you see it, the more you start to say, 'There could be something else.'"
Trump campaign senior adviser Brian Hughes said: "President Trump wants to ensure we learn where failures happened and how to prevent them in the future."

As Donald Trump speaks on July 18 at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, screens show an image of him on the day of the assassination attempt. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Researchers who study political violence said these words, images and emotions have the dual effect of mobilizing Trump's supporters to vote for him and delegitimizing the outcome in case he loses. They also said Trump's emphasis on the shooting could inspire some of his supporters to resort to violence in his defense.
"It is creating a permission structure for at least some people to want to take matters into their own hands," said Matt Dallek, a George Washington University professor who studies the conservative movement and is working on a book about presidential assassination attempts and political violence in the 20th century. "It operates similarly to the 'big lie' about the 2020 election being stolen, and therein lies the danger to the country."
Investigators have yet to identify a motive for the shooter, Thomas Matthew Crooks, 20, who was killed at the scene by a Secret Service sniper. Authorities said Crooks's phone had pictures of Biden and a member of the British royal family as well as Trump, and they have found no sign of an ideological or political motive. Instead, the available evidence points to Crooks as a troubled young man like many of those behind past assassination attempts or, more often, school shootings.
A series of lapses made it so Crooks was able to take multiple shots at Trump using his father's rifle from about 150 yards from where Trump was speaking, firing from the roof of a building where local police were staged. Police searched for Crooks as a reported suspicious person for 30 minutes before Trump's detail found out, and one officer found him on the roof but had to retreat just before Crooks opened fire.
The Secret Service repeatedly turned down the Trump campaign's requests for additional resources as the agency struggled to keep up with expanding protection needs for more than two dozen people. Director Kimberly Cheatle resigned under pressure in July, and there are ongoing investigations by congressional committees, the FBI and Homeland Security's inspector general. No evidence has emerged of White House involvement in resource decisions.
The shocks of freak events like assassinations almost always tempt imaginations, with loose ends about the political murders of the 1960s that linger still today. In the case of the Butler rally, the embarrassing revelations and stubborn unknowns have given Trump and his supporters ample jumping-off points. Some on the left have also engaged with unfounded suspicions about the source and nature of Trump's injury. In a recent podcast interview, Trump pointed to FBI Director Christopher A. Wray's initial uncertainty in congressional testimony about what hit Trump's ear as reason to distrust him; Wray, whom Trump appointed, clarified that the former president was injured by a bullet or fragment.
"This is all set up to prime his base to believe that, if his loses in November, the Democrats have once again stolen the election, that Harris is illegitimate, and they should in some respects come to his defense," said Barbara F. Walter, a professor at the University of California at San Diego and the author of "How Civil Wars Start and How to Stop Them." If his polls deteriorate in coming weeks and it looks like he may lose, she added, "he's going to ratchet up that narrative even further."

Trump attends the Republican convention with a bandaged ear. The event took place just days after the assassination attempt. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


The prospect of an assassination was on the minds of some Trump supporters long before the Butler rally. In December 2020, Trump told friends he feared Iran might try to kill him as retaliation for the drone strike he ordered to kill Maj. Gen. Qasem Soleimani, according to the book "The Divider" by Peter Baker and Susan Glasser. Fans at Trump's Mar-a-Lago Club would sometimes come up to him and warn he shouldn't pick a running mate more favorable to the "deep state" or the supposed ill-defined cabal would take him out, according to people familiar with those conversations, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to reveal private interactions.
Last year, as Trump stared down four separate criminal cases, he repeatedly passed on invitations to speculate that an assassination attempt could be in his future. "Are you worried that they're going to try and kill you?" Tucker Carlson asked Trump in an interview released on the same night as the first primary debate, in which Trump did not participate. Trump didn't directly answer, and Carlson tried again: "Don't they have to kill you now?" Trump again changed the subject.
The eventual attempt on Trump's life left him unusually spiritual and amazed to be alive, according to people who spoke to him immediately afterward. He stayed relatively quiet through the start of the Republican National Convention that opened just two days later.

Arizona's Craig Berland, chairman of the Maricopa County Republican Committee, wears a bandage on his ear in honor of Trump as he attends his party's national convention on July 17. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)


That week of speeches and meetings quickly developed the accepted meaning of the assassination attempt within the party and movement. The "fight" chant became a constant refrain. Photos of Trump's raised fist frequently appeared on the arena screens and, before long, the merchandise available outside. There would be shirts proclaiming "Still Standing ... Impeached, Arrested, Convicted & Shot" and "You Missed." Some delegates wore paper flaps over their ears in solidarity with Trump's bandage.
"When he stood up after being shot in the face, bloodied, and put his hand up, I thought, at that moment, that was a transformation. This was no longer a man," Carlson said in his speech on the convention's final night. "I think it was divine intervention. But the effect that it had on Donald Trump -- he was no longer just a political party's nominee, or a former president, or a future president. This was the leader of a nation."
Trump's staff said ahead of time that his own speech for that night would transcend his usual controversies and insults, showing the former president like Americans were not used to seeing him. He began with a dramatic retelling of the assassination attempt, saying it would be the only time because it was "too painful." He was joined onstage by the firefighter uniform of slain rallygoer Corey Comperatore, and at one point he walked over to kiss the white helmet.
As the speech went on, Trump returned to form, vilifying immigrants and demanding the dismissal of the criminal cases against him. By the end of the month, Trump would acknowledge how short the respite lasted.
"They all said, 'Trump is going to be a nice man now. He came close to death.' And I really agreed with that for about eight hours or so," he said at a July 31 rally in Harrisburg, Pa. "So, I was nice for about, what would you say, three, four, or five hours, and then I said, 'These are bad people. We have to win this battle.'"

Depictions of Trump's raised fist after the assassination attempt decorate his July 24 rally in Charlotte. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


Notwithstanding his caveat at the convention, Trump proceeded to recount the shooting again and again. At the July 31 rally in Harrisburg, he marveled that the Butler rally had not turned into a stampede when the gunshots rang out. He singled out a man wearing a green floppy hat in the bleachers behind him, visible in news footage standing and staring at Trump while others ducked.
People in the crowd started shouting, "He's here!" and directing Trump's attention to a man standing in the audience in Harrisburg. "Wow, that's great," Trump said. "You can be in a foxhole with me anytime, man."
The person standing to accept to adulation in Harrisburg was not, in fact, the man in the green floppy hat whom Trump had been describing. That man asked not to be identified.
Still, the observation that the rally attendees in Butler stayed and watched Trump rather than flee quickly became a popular feature of the story, usually offered as testament to their courage and dedication to Trump -- making the brush with disaster something they survived together.
"The people of Butler County didn't run," said Jim Hulings, chairman of the county's Republican committee, who was seated in the front row. "I didn't duck. I stood up on my chair."

A man attending a Trump rally on Sept. 7 in Mosinee, Wis., holds up a T-shirt with what is now the defining image of the former president's campaign. (Sara Stathas for The Washington Post)


That night, after Trump took off in his plane and police cleared the fairgrounds where the rally was held, someone down the road set off fireworks. People put out Trump signs and banners and spray-painted "FIGHT" on the streets. Hulings remembered driving the next day to show his wife the fairgrounds, but it was blocked off by investigators, and he noticed the church parking lots were full.
"I've never met anybody who says, 'Hey, there's a conspiracy,'" he said. "A lot of people say there's a lot of coincidences. Some of us grew up with the John F. Kennedy assassination, the Robert Kennedy assassination, the Martin Luther King assassination. They still haven't told us what happened with John F. Kennedy. We'll never know all the facts because they'll cover it up. Why would they do that?"
An anonymous petition circulating online gathered more than 7,000 signatures to ask the county judge to impanel a grand jury to investigate the assassination attempt, alleging that federal agencies have conflicts of interest and "possible perceived corruption."
Trump allies and surrogates are already echoing his language or going further. In a Sept. 6 radio interview, Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) drew a line connecting the JFK assassination, the downfall of President Richard M. Nixon and the Butler shooting.
"We'll probably never know because there's a reason you call it the deep state," he said. "It's very deep. It's very pervasive."
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Harris puts pressure on Trump in an elusive battleground: North Carolina
The vice president has raised Democrats' hopes of winning the Tar Heel State, a populous battleground that has been just beyond their grasp ever since Barack Obama briefly turned it blue in 2008.
By Hannah Knowles, Yasmeen Abutaleb | 2024-09-12

Christina Davis-McCoy and former Hoke County Sheriff Jim Davis, right, grab some campaign literature at a meeting with Sandhills North Carolina faith leaders in Lumberton, N.C., on Sept. 7. (Logan Cyrus for The Washington Post)


CHARLOTTE -- Lawrence Call Jr. didn't want to vote for Donald Trump again. "As a human being I can't stand him," the 57-year-old told a Democratic door-knocker at his front porch. And President Joe Biden was too old, as he saw it. But now Call had another option: Vice President Kamala Harris.
"She's got a newer outlook," said Call, who is a registered Republican but votes "independently," after taking a pro-Harris flier last week. Leaning toward voting for Harris, he agreed to bring it to a meeting with fellow veterans.
"We'll be back around," vowed Aiden Graham, the Democratic organizer, as he left for the next house on Call's cul-de-sac.
Harris has raised Democratic hopes of winning North Carolina, a populous battleground that has been just beyond their grasp since Barack Obama briefly turned it blue in 2008. The elusive prize represents the party's best chance of winning a state Biden couldn't in 2020, and the race here is a dead heat eight weeks before Election Day, according to nonpartisan analysts and strategists from both parties. Harris, who is back in the state Thursday, has energized voters in a way Biden could not, Democratic organizers said, forcing Republicans to expend significant resources here.

Army veteran and independent voter Lawrence Call Jr. voted for Donald Trump in 2016 but says he will probably vote for Vice President Kamala Harris this election cycle. (Logan Cyrus for The Washington Post)


The stakes for Trump are especially high: His likeliest paths to the presidency rest on holding North Carolina and its 16 electoral votes. (Only seven states offer more.) Republicans have nominated polarizing candidates up and down the ballot, especially GOP gubernatorial pick Mark Robinson, whose offensive comments keep drawing scrutiny. Trump visited the state on Friday for his fourth campaign visit since Harris replaced Biden at the top of the Democratic ticket.
But many Democrats, stung by years of almost-but-not-quite victories, still see themselves as underdogs in a state Biden lost by just over one point in 2020. Republicans have dominated in federal races in recent years even as Democrats held the governor's mansion; Democrats haven't won a Senate race since 2008 and disappointing presidential outcomes have become the norm since Obama's victory that year ended a Republican winning streak dating back to 1980.
Democrats have long believed the state's rapidly growing population and demographics -- including a significant number of Black voters and millennial voters -- put it firmly in play. Yet roughly 40 percent of the state lives in rural areas, which tend to be conservative strongholds that have helped the GOP stay on top.
Trump is polling better here than he did at this point in either 2016 or 2020, when he ultimately won, and his allies said they see support for his rival leveling off. While Harris is emphasizing abortion rights in a state where the procedure is banned after 12 weeks of pregnancy, both Republican and Democratic strategists said economic issues are more salient in this Bible Belt state.
North Carolina GOP chair Jason Simmons said his party always expected North Carolina to be close and that polling shows the economy is voters' top issue, while security at the U.S.-Mexico border also ranks highly. "Those are the issues that are going to drive voters to Donald Trump," he said.
Democrats have increased the pressure on Republicans by booking about $50 million in advertising in the state. Trump's main super PAC has not made reservations for most of September and October, but Republicans have roughly matched their opponents in ad spending through this weekend, according to AdImpact. Meanwhile, Democrats have sought to capitalize on fresh energy for Harris. Recruiting less politically engaged union members to organize used to feel like "pulling teeth" with Biden at the top of the ticket, Graham said. No longer.
The ground war is in high gear: As Graham and his colleagues recently knocked doors for Democrats with the hospitality workers union Unite Here Local 23, they took note of the pro-Trump mailers stuffed into mailboxes along their route and ran into a young pro-Harris canvasser from another group.
Unite Here canvasser Tekeria Colvin, 26, pulled out her phone to play a brief recording of her visit with a group of Trump-supporting men she stumbled across while trying to speak with one of their girlfriends.
"Trump is top G -- that's who we need in the chair," a man said, using a slang term for someone who commands respect that is associated with the self-described misogynist influencer Andrew Tate. The man wasn't sure of Harris's first name. (Trump has constantly mispronounced it.)
The campaigns are also battling over unaffiliated voters that make up more than one-third of registered voters in North Carolina -- more than either Democrats or Republicans. Many are prone to changing their minds.

DNC Chair Jaime Harrison, left, departs along with staff and other faith leaders after an event inside the Robeson County African American Cultural Center in Lumberton, N.C., on Sept. 7. (Logan Cyrus for The Washington Post)


In some ways, North Carolina resembles other states that have shifted in Democrats' direction, such as Georgia, said Amy Walter, editor in chief of the nonpartisan Cook Political Report, which last month moved North Carolina from "leans Republican" to "toss-up." It has a Black population of more than 20 percent and lots of out-of-state transplants. But there are key differences.
"It is a more small town, rural state than Georgia is," Walter said. Cities quickly give way to red territory. Harris needs to "post better numbers in the suburbs right outside of Charlotte or right outside of the research triangle, and that's the challenge," Walter said.
Democrats are not only banking on high turnout in large cities including Charlotte, noting the Harris campaign has 26 field offices around the state, including in deep-red counties. On Saturday, Democratic National Committee Chair Jaime Harrison was in Robeson County -- which favored Trump by about 19 points in 2020 -- to address a small gathering of church and community leaders at the local African American Cultural Center.
Harrison told the mostly Black crowd that if North Carolina went blue, Harris would be their next president. "We remember how he treated the first Black president," he said of Trump, alluding to the former president's years-long false claims that Obama was not born in the United States. Speaker after speaker invoked former first lady Michelle Obama's charge to "do something."
By the time megachurch pastor James Gailliard brought things to a close, people were on their feet, shouting their agreement.
"No disrespect to my folk in Durham, Charlotte -- but we're not going to trust y'all to get us over the finish line," Gailliard said. They would need to juice turnout everywhere.

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks to supporters in Raleigh, N.C. (Cornell Watson for The Washington Post)


Outside Charlotte, in Gaston County, which voted for Trump by nearly 28 points in 2020, a Harris campaign office has attracted voters like Gary Boggess, a registered Republican in his 60s who can't stand Trump and dropped by the Democratic outpost late last month interested in helping. "We put a sign in our yard -- he just cannot win," Boggess told a reporter who ran into him later.
In a sign of North Carolina's importance to Harris, the vice president chose to unveil her first major policy speech in Raleigh just before the Democratic National Convention.
The speech and its policy proposals were aimed squarely at some of the central issues in the state, according to a Harris campaign official, who like some others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal planning. Harris detailed economic proposals aimed at boosting the middle class, holding "corporate landlords" accountable for rent hikes and putting homeownership within reach of more Americans.
"Together we will build what I call an opportunity economy," Harris said. "Everyone, regardless of who they are or where they start, has an opportunity to build wealth for themselves and their children."

Supporters listen as Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks during a campaign event in Asheboro, N.C. (Kate Medley for The Washington Post)


When Trump's team has laid out their paths to 270 electoral votes, they have said they might only need to flip two states, Georgia and Pennsylvania -- as long as they keep North Carolina. They could replace North Carolina with wins elsewhere, but the math gets tougher.
GOP operatives acknowledged that Harris has solidified the Democratic base that threatened to revolt against Biden. But Trump officials said they believe Harris's support is now leveling off after a peak.
"President Trump's position in North Carolina is stronger today than it has ever been since 2016," said Trump campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt in a statement, predicting Harris "will lose ever more support as more and more North Carolinians understand just how dangerously liberal she is."
In a major victory for Trump, a North Carolina court recently granted independent candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s last-minute request to have his name removed from ballots, delaying absentee ballots that were supposed to start mailing out last Friday. RFK Jr. endorsed Trump as Republicans worried that he would pull more voters from their side than from Democrats.

Former president Donald Trump has visited North Carolina frequently since Vice President Kamala Harris replaced President Joe Biden atop the Democratic ticket and she has closed the gap in the state. (Logan Cyrus for The Washington Post)


While Trump has often bashed mail voting, he recently released a TikTok encouraging North Carolinians to take advantage of absentee ballots.
"I still think that the wind is at Trump's back in North Carolina," said Paul Shumaker, a longtime GOP strategist in the state who predicted Harris would struggle to overcome voter concerns about immigration and the economy. Shumaker voiced confidence about Trump's standing with the state's "unaffiliated" voters, many of whom he calls "Ping-Pong" voters because they often change their minds.
Trump returned to North Carolina on Friday for a police union event where he reprised his disparaging nickname for Harris -- "Comrade Kamala" -- and portrayed her as too far left. He spoke in his usual, apocalyptic terms, rejecting federal statistics that show a decrease in murders.
"Kamala Harris and the Communist left have unleashed a brutal plague of bloodshed, crime, chaos, misery and death upon our land," Trump said.
Some Republicans in North Carolina have grown nervous about downballot candidates such as Robinson, who fires up the base but has alienated many other voters. In a statement, Harris campaign spokeswoman Dory MacMillan said the vice president's "positive vision for the future" contrasts with that of "Trump and his MAGA allies like Mark Robinson."
Yet Republicans say they see little evidence in the polls that Robinson is dragging Trump down and believe many voters will split their tickets -- as they often do in North Carolina.
Marianne Levine in Washington contributed to this report.
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Anatomy of a racist smear: How false claims of pet-eating immigrants caught on
How an anti-immigrant rumor spread from a random Facebook post to leadership of the Republican Party and the biggest influencers on social media so quickly.
By Sarah Ellison, Jeremy Merrill | 2024-09-12
It started with a tragedy, gained momentum online with neo-Nazis and became Donald Trump's message from the presidential debate stage.
A Midwestern town grappling with the fallout from an influx of Haitian immigrants became a focal point for racist and xenophobic memes this week after Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance (Ohio), claimed Monday that in Springfield, Ohio, people "have had their pets abducted and eaten by people who shouldn't be in this country."
The allegation, based on scattered social media posts drawing on photos and stories far from Springfield, unspooled over several days into a twisted and demagogued message that Trump amplified on the debate stage for tens of millions of viewers. The moment highlighted how the real issues facing American towns can turn almost instantly into politically fruitful -- and potentially dangerous -- campaign fodder, particularly when they involve race or migrants.
Three days after the rumor became national news, no credible accounts of pets being abducted or eaten in Springfield have been documented.
The Haitian rumor is only the latest example of the Trump campaign stoking racial divides. During the debate, Trump repeated his questions about Harris's racial identity, claiming nonsensically that she only recently decided to be Black.
The perverse assertion that Haitian immigrants in Springfield were stealing and eating residents' pets got its spark just over a year ago when 11-year-old Aiden Clark died in a bus accident, struck by a Haitian immigrant driving without a license. The incident spurred some Springfield residents to publicly air their grievances against the burgeoning Haitian immigrant population in their community.
The influx of Haitians in the small town had revitalized segments of the local economy, according to residents and city officials, but also strained municipal services. Over the summer, city officials publicly pleaded for more federal assistance to help bolster city services.
But it wasn't until the weekend that right-wing accounts, including those replete with racial slurs, spread a baseless assertion that Haitian people -- who had been granted temporary protective status in the United States following profound unrest and violence in their home country -- were abducting and consuming the city's pets.
The origin of the unfounded claim seems to be a private Facebook group called "Springfield Ohio Crime and Information," according to NewsGuard, an apolitical fact-checking organization launched in 2018 by journalist Steven Brill and news executive Gordon Crovitz. A screenshot of a post to the group circulated widely, with an unnamed person claiming  that the cat of a friend's daughter had been hung "from a branch, like you'd do a deer for butchering, & they were carving it up to eat," referring to a house where Haitian immigrants lived. "They have been doing it at snyder park with the ducks and geese, as I was told that last bit by Rangers & police."
A conservative account on X that has 2.9 million followers, End Wokeness, posted in reply the following day: "Springfield is a small town in Ohio. 4 years ago, they had 60k residents. Under Harris and Biden, 20,000 Haitian immigrants were shipped to the town. Now ducks and pets are disappearing." The post was viewed 4.8 million times and received 69,000 likes in four days.
The city leaders in Springfield have said the town has seen roughly 15,000 to 20,000 Haitian immigrants come to their community.
After the claim began spreading, the Springfield Police Division told the local paper, the Springfield News-Sun, in an article published Monday that the allegations were "not something that's on our radar right now." On Monday, the police issued a statement "to clarify that there have been no credible reports or specific claims of pets being harmed, injured or abused by individuals within the immigrant community." Messages to the Springfield police department asking them to expand on their statement were not returned.
Nevertheless, some social media users pointed to a video of a Black woman being arrested for reportedly killing and eating a cat in a driveway. Right-wing commentator Ian Miles Cheong posted the video to X on Aug. 21. After another X user responded by asking if drugs were involved in the incident, Cheong replied on Saturday: "Worse. Haitians."
That August incident was not filmed in Springfield but Canton, Ohio, and featured a woman who "has no known connection to Haiti or any other foreign country," according to the Canton Repository newspaper. A representative from the Canton police department wrote in an email that the woman "is a US citizen that was born in Canton, Ohio. We would have no additional comment at this time."
Another viral post featured a photo of a Black man carrying a dead goose down the street, but that image was also from another part of Ohio and contained no evidence that the man pictured was Haitian, according to the man who took the photo and who spoke on the condition of anonymity to the local Columbus Dispatch. The Washington Post was not able to independently confirm his identity.
Before bursting into mainstream Republican discourse, the meme began on the far right. One of the first prominent right-wing influencers to interact with the theme retweeted a post Saturday afternoon linking the claim to Vice President Kamala Harris's supposed policies. Soon a second influencer, Andrew Torba, a Christian nationalist who is the founder and CEO of the far-right social network Gab, posted the link to the Springfield Facebook post. Other influencers began posting about it Sunday, and the first influencer retweeted a post by an account whose social media feed is full of racial slurs. By Monday afternoon before the debate, some 159 right-wing influencers -- and 23 Republican politicians, candidates or party officials -- had discussed the meme online.
The allegation that Haitians in Springfield were killing waterfowl was spread by the conservative Federalist website, which on Tuesday published a report from the Clark County sheriff's office showing that a local resident told a police dispatcher in a call that he had witnessed four Haitian migrants, each carrying a goose.
"I'm sitting here, I'm riding on the trail, I'm going to my orientation for my job today, and I see a group of Haitian people, there was about four of 'em, they all had geese in their hand," the caller said.
The notion "spread because the anti-immigrant wing of the extreme far, far right amplified this as part of their 'let in the third world, become the third world' narrative," said Megan Squire, deputy director for data analytics at the Southern Poverty Law Center and a former professor of Computer Science at Elon University, where she studied the spread of extremism and hate online. "It's moved quickly because of the video evidence, the fact that it involved cats on the internet and because of the racial and immigration overtones."
In a follow-up message, Squire added that, "'People from third world countries aren't like us because they do __[thing we don't do]__' has been a narrative for a long time, but people are using these unrelated videos as evidence of that 'third world' narrative."
Republican elected officials at the highest levels of government embraced the memes. Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) posted his version, as did Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), Rep. Marjorie Taylor-Greene (R-Ga.), and Arizona's conservative firebrand and Senate candidate Kari Lake.
Long before messages circulated on social media, Springfield city manager Bryan Heck wrote a letter to Sens. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) and Tim Scott (R.-S.C.). "Springfield, Ohio is facing a significant housing crisis in our community," Heck wrote, an issue he attributed to what he said was an influx of up to 20,000 Haitians into "a community of just under 60,000 previous residents."
Vance was copied on the July 8 letter, and the next day, when questioning Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell in a committee hearing, he cited it as a sign that some immigration is harmful to the U.S. economy.
Over the summer, the white-supremacist neo-Nazi group Blood Tribe marched through Springfield carrying swastika flags to protest the Haitian population in town. A member of that group attended a city meeting in late August to warn that "crime and savagery will only increase with every Haitian you bring in," he said.
But on Tuesday evening, just hours before the debate, Nathan Clark, the father of the 11-year-old boy whose death last summer heightened anti-immigrant tensions in Springfield, approached the podium at another city meeting to deliver a very different message.
"I wish that my son Aiden Clark was killed by a 60-year-old White man," he said, noting how "blunt" his words must seem. "If that guy killed my 11-year-old son, the incessant group of hate-spewing people would leave us alone." Clark, a Democrat, added that "the last thing that we need is to have the worst day of our lives violently and constantly shoved in our faces, but even that's not good enough for them. They take it one step further."
He accused both Vance and Trump of using his son's death for political purposes, which he deemed "reprehensible."
The Trump campaign did not respond to an email seeking comment for this story. In an earlier, separate inquiry, The Post asked the Trump campaign to cite evidence supporting Trump's claims that migrants were eating pets in Ohio. A campaign spokesperson responded with a general statement from Trump advisers Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles saying that the former president was "the clear winner" of the debate.
Asked for details about the concerns of Vance's Ohio constituents that the senator had cited, his spokesperson Luke Schroeder responded with a statement demanding Harris apologize to "angel mothers" for "open border" policies that some of those mothers say were responsible for the deaths of their children. He also said, "The Clark family is in Senator Vance's prayers."
Alix Desulme, the Haitian American mayor of North Miami, Fla., said he was "appalled" by Vance's original statements.  Desulme described his  city as having  the largest concentration of Haitian Americans in the country. He accused Vance and others of damaging the reputation of Springfield and fueling division and hostility "over allegations that have been discredited."
"Whenever they need a group of people to bash on, it's Haitians," Desulme said. "They don't look at us as people." He bemoaned Trump's repeated attacks on Haiti, including referring to it alongside African nations when he was president as "shithole" countries.
In an interview Tuesday night on CNN, Vance chastised the coverage of the false claims when he asserted that "the media didn't care about the carnage wrought by these policies until we turned it into a meme about cats." But his statement ignored major stories focused on Springfield and the Haitian immigration debate that published before Vance and others created memes about the issue.
The next day, Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine (R) dismissed the allegations. "This is something that came up on the internet, and the internet can be quite crazy sometimes," DeWine said in an interview with CBS News.
Leading up to Tuesday's debate, Trump shared on social media altered images of himself protecting various pets, in what appeared to be a reference to the Springfield claim.
The memes took on a more menacing look in social media platforms used by far-right extremists such as the Proud Boys and armed groups.
Seemingly overnight, the same forums that days ago were preoccupied with an imagined Venezuelan takeover of Colorado shifted to fearmongering about Haitians in Ohio. In these forums, the racism is overt, such as memes of Trump in a suit carrying kittens to safety while being pursued by a mob of shirtless Black men. Or jokes about calling the authorities when French-speaking Black people move into the neighborhood.
Haitians invariably were shown in tropes portraying them as dangerous savages; images of guns and other weapons are sometimes presented as "the answer" to a refugee "problem." Hate trackers say they're concerned about the risk of such dehumanizing language and imagery fueling violence toward Black people and immigrants. Mass shooters in El Paso and Buffalo are among several far-right attackers who have cited racist, xenophobic rhetoric as a justification for bloodshed.
Kathleen Belew, a historian of U.S. white-supremacist movements, wrote on X on Tuesday that such demonization campaigns are an old tactic that should be taken seriously. The debunked claims about Haitian refugees aren't "just nonsense," Belew warned: "The people spreading this rhetoric either know exactly what they're doing, or they should know. But violence follows. Every time."
There were panics about refugees eating rats in the 1980s. These were quickly followed by hate crimes against refugees, spearheaded by white power activists but employing local communities incited by that rhetoric, she  said.
On Tuesday morning, Vance appeared to give himself a way out of the pet-eating claims when he posted a social media message that "it's possible, of course, that all of these rumors will turn out to be false."
But the message was already becoming part of the landscape. By Tuesday, the Arizona GOP had erected billboards around the Phoenix area: "EAT LESS KITTENS. Vote Republican!"
Hannah Allam and Cat Zakrzewski contributed to this report.
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Arizona GOP billboards implore voters to 'EAT LESS KITTENS'
Arizona's Republican Party erected about a dozen billboards in the Phoenix area that say "EAT LESS KITTENS" and look similar to Chick-fil-A's promos.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-09-12

Arizona's Republican Party put up about a dozen billboards in the Phoenix area Tuesday, with a design nod to Chick-fil-A and "EAT LESS KITTENS" in bold type. (Arizona Republican Party)


At first glance, new billboards in Arizona look like Chick-fil-A's iconic "Eat Mor Chikin" promos. But instead of cows, the billboards erected Tuesday feature four cats dressed in cow costumes.
"EAT LESS KITTENS," the billboards say. "Vote Republican!"
Arizona's Republican Party announced Tuesday that it had designed about a dozen of the billboards in the Phoenix area in response to false claims shared by some top Republicans that Haitian immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, were eating Americans' pets. Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump, who plans to visit Arizona on Thursday, amplified those claims at an ABC News debate on Tuesday, despite police telling local news outlets that there was no evidence of anyone eating pets.
In a news release, the Arizona GOP said the billboards are "a humorous, but sobering reminder of the stakes involved in the fight for secure borders and safe communities."
"Our newest billboard highlights just how horrific things have become under the failed policies of 'Border Czar' Kamala Harris," Arizona GOP Chair Gina Swoboda said in a statement, referring to the vice president and Democratic presidential nominee's role in the Biden administration working with three Central American countries to reduce unauthorized migration. "Trump is committed to securing our borders and ensuring that what we've seen elsewhere does not become the norm in our country."
Rumors of immigrants hurting animals in Springfield, a city about 40 miles west of Columbus, appear to have started from a post first shared in a city Facebook group. A user claimed a friend of their neighbor's daughter had found her lost cat hanging from a branch at a home where a Haitian lives.
Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), Trump's running mate, shared a post on X on Monday in which he cited unnamed "reports" claiming that people in Springfield "have had their pets abducted and eaten by people who shouldn't be in this country."
National Security Council spokesman John Kirby on Tuesday called Vance's claim "dangerous" misinformation.
"There will be people that believe it, no matter how ludicrous and stupid it is," Kirby said at a news briefing.
At Tuesday's debate, Trump said immigrants in Springfield are "eating the dogs," "eating the cats" and "eating the pets of the people that live there." With her microphone turned off, Vice President Kamala Harris laughed and said: "What? This is unbelievable."
When moderator David Muir said Springfield's city manager had stated that there were no credible reports of immigrants eating pets, Trump doubled down on his statement.
"I've seen people on television ... the people on television claimed my dog was taken and used for food," Trump said, interrupting Muir. "So maybe he said that, and maybe that's a good thing to say for a city manager."
Haitian immigrants are a growing population in Springfield, where they generally live and work legally, according to an FAQ on the city's website.
But the top Republicans' claims had already inspired the Arizona GOP's billboard campaign, which the party used to make broader statements against illegal immigration.
"We're not going to sit idly by while our communities are overrun by tens of thousands of 'newcomers' imported by Kamala Harris who have no interest in assimilating into our culture and have no regard for the laws of the United States," Swoboda said in a statement.
A Chick-fil-A spokesman told The Washington Post that the restaurant chain wasn't aware of the Arizona GOP's billboards before Tuesday. He declined to comment on the design.
Yolanda Bejarano, chair of Arizona's Democratic Party, accused the state's GOP of committing "racist stunts."
"The AZGOP's weird AI-looking billboard is xenophobic and entirely unserious," Bejarano said in a statement to The Post. "While the AZGOP focuses on online dog whistles, we are talking to voters about the issues they care about most."
Robert Graham, who served as the Arizona GOP's chair in the mid-2010s, said creating billboards based on rumors -- and not directly addressing issues important to voters -- was a "waste of money."
"Americans right now are faced with making a decision: Who they want to elect into office, and especially the presidential office," Graham told The Post. "They don't want to have to filter through cutesy [messages] because they don't have time for it."
The Arizona GOP did not respond to requests for comment Wednesday but wrote on Facebook: "The media and Democrats are more concerned with billboards than with the deadly reality of the border crisis."
The party was muddled in controversy at the start of this year after a leaked recording revealed that chairman Jeff DeWit dissuaded Kari Lake from running for the state's Senate seat in 2024, prompting DeWit's resignation. The Arizona GOP has seen significant election losses in recent years; neither of the state's two senators are Republican, nor are Arizona's governor, secretary of state or attorney general.
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After fiery debate, Harris and Trump camps wrangle over a second one 
Harris's aides are confident she won Tuesday's showdown but are looking for more ways to reach swing voters. Trump aides discuss whether a second debate would help or hurt.
By Toluse Olorunnipa, Marianne LeVine, Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey | 2024-09-11

Tuesday's debate between former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris as seen at a debate watch party in Abington, Pa. (Hannah Yoon for The Washington Post)


Some allies of former president Donald Trump conceded privately Wednesday that he performed poorly in Tuesday's debate and were deliberating over whether a rematch would help or hurt, even as Vice President Kamala Harris's aides were pushing for a second faceoff as another opportunity for her to get out her message in a shortened campaign.
The Harris team believes a second debate could give her another valuable platform to reach voters who are unlikely to attend her rallies or be swayed by her television ads, according to people familiar with its thinking, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal strategy. The Harris campaign had been planning for weeks to press for a second debate, the people said, but ultimately concluded it would be best to wait until the first debate was over before pushing for another.
Republicans, meanwhile, were contending Wednesday with a sense that the night did not go well for Trump, even as he insisted publicly that it had been a triumph.
One Trump adviser said the campaign wants a rematch. But another person close to the campaign, granted anonymity to speak candidly, said they hoped Trump would not agree to a second debate unless it was hosted by Fox News, reflecting Republican complaints that ABC News had been unfair to their nominee by fact-checking his assertions on several occasions. Still, this person predicted that Trump would accept another debate in the end.
The maneuvering highlighted the ongoing reverberations from Tuesday's event, which jolted an already turbulent presidential race. While aides to both candidates said they did not think it had fundamentally changed the dynamics of the contest, each was looking for ways to seize momentum with just weeks remaining in a campaign that is essentially tied.
Some Harris advisers have long been concerned that she faced an uphill challenge of reaching critical voters given the historically brief campaign. "We want as many opportunities to talk about her as we can, given that a lot of our voters are still just learning about her and we have the most truncated election calendar in history," said one person involved in the process, granted anonymity to describe internal deliberations.
Inside Trump's campaign, the former president's associates were working to shape an argument that he had won. They sought to focus on Harris's sometimes vague answers in the debate -- particularly on the rocky U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021 -- and less about his sometimes angry demeanor.
"It's a little bit surprising that instead of talking about her vision and record for America, she attacked Donald Trump," said Michael Whatley, chairman of the Republican National Committee. "Absolutely, they want to make it about Trump. They don't want to make it about her failed record."
In a sign of how the candidates were processing the aftermath of the debate, Harris largely stayed quiet as she marked the anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, while Trump --who also attended 9/11 memorial observances -- aired his grievances about the moderators and suggested Harris wanted a do-over only because she had performed so poorly.
"In the World of Boxing or [Ultimate Fighting], when a Fighter gets beaten or knocked out, they get up and scream, 'I DEMAND A REMATCH, I DEMAND A REMATCH!'" Trump wrote Wednesday afternoon on his Truth Social platform. "Well, it's no different with a Debate. She was beaten badly last night. Every Poll has us WINNING, in one case, 92-8, so why would I do a Rematch?"
But polls largely show Trump lost the debate. Harris's aides spent Wednesday celebrating what they viewed as her takedown of the former president onstage -- as well as the endorsement of pop star Taylor Swift that came immediately afterward -- although some conceded that she had more work to do in the days ahead to make an affirmative case for her candidacy.
While some of Harris's lines goading Trump on Tuesday night were rehearsed, she improvised several key moments, according to one campaign official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss confidential matters. Harris's skeptical expressions, questioning stares, dismissive laughs and spontaneous interjections drew on her record as a prosecutor and a senator accustomed to high-profile interrogations, the official said.
Trump showed up in the spin room after the debate, which he did not do following his successful debate against President Joe Biden in Atlanta. A person who was in the room with Trump campaign aides Tuesday said the "vibes were night-and-day different from Atlanta," describing the mood as "subdued and quiet."
As Trump entered the spin room afterward, Sen. Laphonza Butler (D-Calif.), a close friend of Harris's, laughed. Asked why he would feel the need to show up instead of letting surrogates speak for him, Butler said, "That's what losers do."
The Trump campaign argued that Harris had been woefully short on policy specifics. It also sent out talking points to allies after Tuesday's debate, including a section titled, "Kamala's Lies and Platitudes vs. President Trump's Plan of Action."
The fiery night left both campaigns plotting the path forward in a complex and increasingly heated contest. Most voters have long since made up their minds about Trump, while polls suggest many Americans do not have a clear idea of what Harris stands for. That is factoring in to both candidates' deliberations over a second showdown.
Alex Conant, a GOP strategist, said that Tuesday's debate was "at best a missed opportunity, potentially much worse" for Trump, pointing specifically to the former president's false claim that migrants were eating people's dogs and cats in small-town America. "If he loses the election, people can point to the debate as the key reason why," Conant said. "He should definitely want to do a second debate. I don't think he wants the last image in the minds of voters to be him spouting conspiracy theories about pets."
More than 67 million people watched Tuesday's debate, according to figures released Wednesday by Nielsen.
After the debate, spokesman Brian Hughes said that Trump was interested in debating again and was open to a rematch hosted by NBC later this month. But by Wednesday morning, Trump was signaling he was against it.
"When you win the debate, I don't know that I want to do another debate," Trump told "Fox & Friends."
Hours later, during an appearance in Shanksville, Pa., Trump expressed openness to a rematch, including on NBC or Fox. Several networks have proposed dates for future debates, giving the candidates multiple options.
Harris's aides were cheered that she avoided the kind of garbled and wordy responses that had vexed her in previous unscripted settings. Advisers said that reflected her growing confidence as the Democratic party has rallied around her. Still, they cautioned that she remains the "underdog" in the race and predicted that the election will come down to the wire.
Harris's team has resisted earlier proposals by Trump's team that a second debate be held on Sept. 25. The Democrats prefer a later date in October, hoping that would make it easier for Harris to use another strong performance to propel her toward Election Day.
The Harris campaign has been in talks with both CNN and NBC about possible dates, though the door has not closed on other networks, said a person familiar with the matter, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal strategy.
Harris's aides believe that she urgently needs to introduce herself more fully to the public, a sentiment that explains some of her campaign's nontraditional moves in recent weeks, including a decision to buy ads on taxis in Philadelphia and to pay for a drone light show over the Schuylkill River.
Some of her aides have also begun to discuss the possibility of buying a large prime time bloc on major networks in key states before the election, a tactic employed by Barack Obama in the final weeks of the 2008 campaign, according to two officials familiar with the discussions.
Despite Trump's insistence that he had won Tuesday night, an instant CNN poll showed Harris winning the debate 63 percent to 37 percent among debate-watchers, while a YouGov poll showed her winning 54-31 among registered voters who watched at least some of the debate.
Privately, people close to Trump conceded that his performance left something to be desired, especially when he was distracted by such issues as the crowd sizes at his rallies. "But he's going to be himself," said one of those people, speaking on the condition of anonymity to offer a frank assessment.
Any discussion of future debates will trigger new negotiations over the rules.
The Harris campaign began preparing for Tuesday's event with the hope that the candidates would directly engage each other, with their microphones on throughout the event. Harris was preparing for those exchanges until it became clear that Trump would not move away from the terms established by the Biden campaign, providing for the mics to be turned off when it was not a candidate's allotted time to speak.
Harris then shifted her preparation to focus on two-minute answers containing what one person involved called "Easter eggs" designed to rattle Trump. The strategy paid off when Trump became agitated as Harris needled him over such matters as the inheritance he received from his father, the ostensible "exhaustion and boredom" of his rally attendees and his legal problems.
Maeve Reston contributed to this report.
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Harris, Trump attend 9/11 events after contentious debate
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail as Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump hold events a day after they debated in Philadelphia.
By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Matt Viser, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Peter Hermann, Jacqueline Alemany, Aaron Blake, JM Rieger, Jeremy Barr, Philip Bump, Laura Vozzella, Maeve Reston, Sabrina Rodriguez, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Alexandra Pannoni, Hannah Knowles, Amy Gardner, Aaron Gregg, Rachel Pannett, Blair Guild, Naomi Schanen, Adrian Blanco, Eric Lau, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin, Dan Keating, Niha Masih, Annabelle Timsit, Glenn Kessler, Ashley Parker, Josh Dawsey, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Tyler Pager, Dan Balz, Samantha Chery, Toluse Olorunnipa, Marianne LeVine | 2024-09-12
Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump both commemorated the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on Wednesday, following a freewheeling and contentious debate in Philadelphia on Tuesday night, less than two months before Election Day. President Joe Biden joined Harris at a remembrance ceremony in New York that was also attended by Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio.). The political rivals greeted one another and shook hands before the ceremony. Additional observances took place in Shanksville, Pa., and at the Pentagon in Arlington, Va.
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Feds increase security for Jan. 6 in effort to prevent Capitol attack repeat
The decision will give the next electoral count -- scheduled for Jan. 6, 2025 -- the same level of security accorded to presidential inaugurations and political conventions.
By Peter Hermann, Jacqueline Alemany | 2024-09-11

Supporters of President Donald Trump stand outside the Capitol during the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The federal government will dramatically increase security protections for the joint session of Congress where lawmakers count states' electoral votes, an escalation of government-wide efforts to prevent a repeat of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, the Secret Service said Wednesday in a statement provided to The Washington Post.
The Department of Homeland Security has designated the next electoral count -- scheduled for Jan. 6, 2025 -- a National Special Security Event, giving the once-routine post-election gathering the same level of security accorded to presidential inaugurations and political conventions, the Secret Service, which will take over security for the count, confirmed.
"National Special Security Events are events of the highest national significance," Eric Ranaghan, the special agent in charge of the U.S. Secret Service's Dignitary Protective Division, said in the statement. "The U.S. Secret Service, in collaboration with our federal, state, and local partners are committed to developing and implementing a comprehensive and integrated security plan to ensure the safety and security of this event and its participants."
The designation, which followed a request from D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and a recommendation by the House select committee charged with investigating Jan. 6, is intended to unlock funds and law enforcement resources from across the federal government to protect members of Congress while they certify the election results -- the very job lawmakers were doing when a mob of Donald Trump's supporters stormed the Capitol.
But Congress, which is in the midst of a fierce battle over government funding, must act to ensure the Secret Service has enough money to secure National Special Security Events and protect Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, for the remainder of the election, the White House Office of Management and Budget said in a request sent to lawmakers in recent weeks.
The DHS decision is only the latest step in an effort by people inside and outside of government to prevent a repeat of the chaos triggered by Trump's lies about the 2020 election.
Across Washington and the country, lawmakers, aides, lawyers, activists, political strategists and law enforcement officers who aim to protect the peaceful transition of power next January have spent much of the past few years thinking through and preparing for a dizzying array of nightmare post-election scenarios.
Their fears, which they have laid out in tabletop exercises, legal briefs, internal conversations and secretive law enforcement plans, are myriad and specific. Some worry that members of the House of Representatives could struggle for weeks to elect a speaker, making certification of the election results impossible. Others are concerned that a handful of lawmakers could delay the seating of members-elect, leaving the people elected by voters to represent their district hamstrung, without any authority or ability to conduct essential business.
The people gaming out these potential scenarios acknowledge that they can't possibly anticipate every possible threat to the peaceful transfer of power. The fact that Trump declined during his debate with Vice President Kamala Harris to express a single regret about his actions on Jan. 6, 2021, and has continued to stoke baseless claims of election fraud, makes the period after November's election even harder to predict.
But the people gaming out the 2024 post-election landscape are determined to avoid the pitfalls they experienced the last time around.
"Last time we were steeped in potential parliamentary maneuvers around the rejection of the electoral college votes and the attempt to trigger a contingent election in the House, so we were ready for those parliamentary maneuvers, but we were not ready to talk about what would happen if protests outside turned violent and then entered the Capitol and overran the chambers," said Rep. Jamie Raskin (Md.), ranking Democrat of the House Oversight Committee who also sat on the select committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, attack.
"So we are now trying to prepare for every conceivable contingency we can think of," Raskin added.
A team under Rep. Joseph Morelle (N.Y.), the ranking Democrat on the Committee on House Administration, is handling the research and analysis behind the "list of horribles," as one person involved with the effort called the scenarios that could derail the electoral certification.
Off the Hill, a small working group within Protect Democracy, a nonpartisan nonprofit dedicated to identifying and fighting threats to American democracy, has been facilitating tabletop exercises to game out what might happen -- and how they'd advise members who support a peaceful transition to respond.
A broader group of people with congressional, political and legal expertise initially gathered for one big meeting that dispersed into breakout sessions, where they ran through all of the "twists and turns" of different scenarios, according to one participant, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss confidential planning. Following that meeting, a smaller group of congressional and parliamentary experts have met on a monthly basis on Zoom to drill into the details of various post-election scenarios.
The meetings and group sessions are confidential, but Ian Bassin, the co-founder and executive director of Protect Democracy, acknowledged the work of the group in a statement to The Post.
"The last time Congress met to count presidential electoral votes, Donald Trump incited an insurrection on the Capitol after which 147 Members of Congress voted to thwart the will of the voters," Bassin wrote in an email. "The law has been updated since then to prevent something like that from happening again and its entirely normal when a new law is passed for members and civil society groups alike to get educated on how the new law works and be ready to ensure the law is followed even if -- especially if -- attempts to corrupt the process like we saw in the past are tried again."
And at the Capitol Police's D Street headquarters, Capitol Police Chief J. Thomas Manger, who took over the force six months after the riot, is already thinking through security ahead of next January and coordinating with the D.C. National Guard to figure out how to respond to any threat.
Members of Congress are not yet fully engaged with planning, as research and prep is ongoing, but both Morelle's team and Protect Democracy plan to circulate their findings to members later this year.
The Capitol Police now have 2,200 sworn officers, about 250 more than four years ago, Manger said, and plans are in place to mobilize thousands of officers from the region and elsewhere to help if needed.
"We are better equipped, better trained and have a better operational plan than we did on Jan. 6," Manger said, referring to 2021. Unlike four years ago, when debate raged over bureaucratic delays in mobilizing the National Guard, Manger now has the authority to make the request himself without going through a more cumbersome process that was previously in place.
After the election, Manger said, "we'll get a clearer picture of what we might expect" on Jan. 6 and at the inauguration. "Depending on what we hear, and what happens, we'll plan accordingly."
That could include unscalable fencing going around the Capitol, call-up of the D.C. National Guard and additional officers deputized to work in D.C. Earlier this summer, more than 200 police officers from New York City helped Capitol Police bolster security for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's address to a joint meeting of Congress. Some demonstrators confronted police, and Manger said threats included one of Netanyahu's life.
Manger said he has made intelligence a priority, as threats to members of Congress rise at an alarming rate. An agency that fielded fewer than 4,000 threats in 2017 saw that number grow to more than 8,600 in 2020 and to 9,600 in 2023. Those include direct threats and "concerning statements." Manger said Capitol Police "are a player and an active member of the intelligence community in a way we were not on Jan. 6," referring to 2001.
In addition to securing the sprawling Capitol grounds, Capitol Police are responsible for protecting members of Congress.
Manger would not say if more members are asking for personal protective details. Members of leadership get details; he said details are assigned to others based on threat levels and would last as long as the threat remains a concern. Manger said about 300 Capitol Police officers were in Milwaukee for the Republican National Convention, and a similar number were present in Chicago for the Democratic convention.
Intelligence officers are "hearing the same chatter that every other person in the intelligence community is picking up," said Manger. "Extremists on the right and the left talking about threats, talking about civil war, about how they're going to react if things don't go the way they wanted it to go."
"We'd be foolish to ignore that and say it could never happen," he added.
Jacob Bogage contributed to this report.
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Grieving Ohio father to Trump and Vance: Stop using my son 'for political gain'
Aiden Clark's death has been amplified by leading Republicans who have to sought to attack Vice President Kamala Harris on immigration.
By Azi Paybarah | 2024-09-11

Former president and Republican candidate Donald Trump and vice-presidential candidate Sen. JD Vance of Ohio attend a remembrance ceremony on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center in New York City on Wednesday. (Adam Gray/AFP/Getty Images)


The father of an 11-year-old boy who died last year delivered an emotional speech ahead of the presidential debate Tuesday, rebuking Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump, his running mate JD Vance and others for mischaracterizing the circumstances around his son's death.
"Using Aiden as a political tool is, to say the least, reprehensible for any political purpose," Nathan Clark said Tuesday evening, with his wife at his side, during a public meeting in Springfield, Ohio. "And speaking of morally bankrupt politicians, Bernie Moreno, Chip Roy, JD Vance and Donald Trump. They have spoken my son's name and use his death for political gain. This needs to stop now."
Moreno is the Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate from Ohio and Roy is a Republican member of Congress from Texas.
Aiden Clark was killed on Aug. 22, 2023, after the school bus he was on was hit by a vehicle driven by Hermanio Joseph. The driver, a 36-year-old immigrant from Haiti, did not have a valid driver's license at the time of the crash and in May was sentenced to a prison term of nine to 131/2 years, the Springfield News-Sun reported.
Clark's death has been amplified by Trump, Vance and other Republicans who have sought to attack Vice President Kamala Harris on immigration and attempted to portray Americans as less safe because of undocumented immigrants who have entered the United States since President Joe Biden and Harris took office.

Nathan Clark, father of killed 11-year-old Aiden Clark, asked former president Donald Trump to apologize for using his son as a "political tool," on Sept. 10.


"REMEMBER: 11-year-old Aiden Clark was killed on his way to school by a Haitian migrant that Kamala Harris let into the country in Springfield, Ohio," Trump's official campaign account wrote on Monday to their more than 3 million followers on X and TruthSocial. "Kamala Harris has refused to say Aiden's name."
Vance went further, writing Tuesday morning on X: "Do you know what's confirmed? That a child was murdered by a Haitian migrant who had no right to be here."
In the public meeting later that evening, Clark noted that he "will listen to them one more time to hear their apologies" but denounced hateful rhetoric toward Haitian immigrants that has amplified since his son's death.
"To clear the air, my son, Aiden Clark, was not murdered," Clark said. "He was accidentally killed by an immigrant from Haiti. This tragedy is felt all over this community, the state and even the nation. But don't spin this towards hate."
Spokespeople for Trump and Vance did not apologize for how they talked about the younger Clark's death, nor back away from their prior statements.
"We hope the media will continue to cover the stories of the very real suffering and tragedies experienced by the people of Springfield, Ohio -- many which haven't been given nearly the level of attention they deserve until now because they don't fit the liberal mainstream media narrative," Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokeswoman, said.
In response to a follow-up question about Clark's request for an apology for the Republican candidates' rhetoric, Leavitt sent a statement that read in part, "We are deeply sorry to the Clark family for the loss of their son."
Luke Schroeder, a spokesman for Vance, also said in a statement that "Kamala Harris should apologize to the angel mothers who testified before Congress yesterday" and added "Will she apologize to Tammy Nobles, Alexis Nungaray, or Anne Fundner? They hold her and her open borders policies accountable for the deaths of their children. The Clark family is in Senator Vance's prayers."
Reagan McCarthy, a Moreno campaign spokeswoman, argued that Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), whom Moreno is trying to unseat, and Harris "are the ones who should be apologizing."
"The reckless open border policies of Sherrod Brown and Kamala Harris are causing death and destruction across our entire nation," McCarthy added. "The Clark family will always be in Bernie's prayers."
A spokesperson for Roy did not immediately provide a comment.
Trump and Vance have also spread baseless conspiracy theories about Haitian immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, killing and eating pets in the area -- a claim that has been unsubstantiated by the local police and officials. Trump repeated the claim during Tuesday night's debate with Harris, even after moderator David Muir of ABC News said no credible evidence of the claim has surfaced.
"I've seen people on television ... the people on television claimed, 'My dog was taken and used for food,'" Trump said.
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Harris, Trump set politics aside at ceremony to commemorate 9/11 attacks
Harris, Biden, Trump and Vance standing together at the New York memorial was a striking tableau in a political cycle in which Harris has attempted to reclaim the mantle of patriotism.
By Matt Viser, Maeve Reston | 2024-09-11

From left, Vice President Kamala Harris, President Joe Biden, former New York mayor Mike Bloomberg, former president Donald Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) join family and friends Wednesday at Ground Zero in New York on the 23rd anniversary of 9/11. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- Vice President Kamala Harris and her Republican rival Donald Trump on Wednesday morning both arrived here in Lower Manhattan, the site of the worst terrorist attack in American history, each pausing for a moment of solemn commemoration in the midst of a frenetic political season.
They stood feet away from one another, joined by President Joe Biden and GOP vice-presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, and listened as bagpipes wailed, as moments of silence were held and names of victims were read by family members.
It was an abrupt shift in tone after an aggressive debate Tuesday night, one that Trump has complained about and one that filled the Harris team with jubilation. Harris and Trump briefly greeted one another -- and Biden and Trump did as well -- before taking their respective spots.
Harris and Biden also traveled together later Wednesday to Shanksville, Pa., the rural area where United Airlines Flight 93 crashed into a field 23 years ago, and to Arlington, Va., where American Airlines Flight 77 crashed into the Pentagon.
Harris's team made it clear that Wednesday's events would have no hint of politics as she honors those who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks. But Harris, Biden, Trump and Vance all standing together at the New York memorial was a striking tableau in a political cycle in which Harris has -- in both direct and subtle ways -- attempted to reclaim the mantle of patriotism that has been more associated with Trump and Republicans over the past decade.
A core message in her campaign is that she would put the interests of all Americans above her own, while she paints her opponent as a "self-serving" agent of chaos who would endanger the country's military and national security. She crisply delivered that case in Tuesday night's debate, and her campaign is intensely focused on drawing voters' attention to Trump's past remarks disparaging members of the military. They also hope voters will revisit Trump's embrace of conspiracy theories, including his insistence that he won the 2020 election and his revisionist descriptions of his role in the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol. Trump exhibited that same behavior more than 20 years ago when he made questionable claims about what he witnessed during the attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. (Trump said at the time, for example, that he watched as thousands of Muslims cheered in Jersey City, when the buildings came down, an assertion that has been debunked).
The candidates did not speak during the morning event, with the focus on listening to family members of the victims. Some were children, born after the attacks, while others recalled memories of an uncle, cousin, father or sibling. Trump was joined by his sons Eric and Donald Trump Jr., with Rudy Giuliani seated nearby, while Harris was near Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) and New York Gov. Kathy Hochul (D).
"Today is a day of solemn remembrance as we mourn the souls we lost in a heinous terrorist attack on September 11, 2001," Harris said in a statement ahead of arriving here. "As we commemorate this day," she added, "we should all reflect on what binds us together as one: the greatest privilege on Earth, the pride and privilege of being an American."
Biden and Harris also visited a fire station in Shanksville, and at one point the president wore a "Trump 2024" hat. The Trump campaign shared the image on social media, thanking Biden for the support. A White House spokesperson later said Biden briefly wore the hat as a gesture to a Trump supporter, recalling the bipartisan unity the country experienced in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks.
Trump began the morning with an interview with "Fox & Friends" in which he complained about the debate moderators, cited lopsided polls declaring him the winner, and said he was "less inclined" to agree to another debate, as Harris has proposed.
"It was three to one. It was a rigged deal, as I assumed it would be," he said on Fox News. "But I thought I did a great job."
Trump briefly touched on the Sept. 11 attacks during his Fox interview, calling it "very sad" as he noted he would visit the crash sites in New York and Pennsylvania. "It was a horrible day. Horrible day. There's never been anything like it. Just a horrible day."
During his nearly decade-long stint in the public arena, Trump has infused his appearances with patriotic themes -- from the frequent chants of "USA! USA!" that he sparks at his rallies to the moment at the Conservative Political Action Conference in 2020 when he hugged and kissed an American flag onstage while mouthing "I love you, baby."
Since Harris launched her presidential campaign in July, she has tried to reframe the patriotism debate -- positioning herself as a leader who would fight to preserve America's freedoms, including reproductive rights, while casting Trump as someone who would restrict them. Those themes are a continual thread at her rallies, particularly as she seeks to broaden her appeal to more conservative voters whom Trump has alienated with his tone and tactics.
The vice president reintroduced herself to the nation in her convention speech as the product of an American story -- a middle-class daughter of immigrants who was able rise to the highest echelons of power because of the unique opportunities that her country offered. The Harris campaign has also tried to elevate past criticism of Trump from former military leaders and Trump's former aides -- including former vice president Mike Pence, former defense secretary Mark T. Esper and Gen. Mark A. Milley, former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Harris forcefully made that case herself Tuesday night in the debate, telling Trump that former military leaders have described him to her as "a disgrace" and faulting the former president for failing to accept any responsibility violence that occurred on Jan. 6 at the Capitol.
"For everyone watching, who remembers what January 6th was, I say, we don't have to go back," Harris said Tuesday night. "It's time to turn the page. And if that was a bridge too far for you, well, there is a place in our campaign for you to stand for country, to stand for our democracy, to stand for rule of law and to end the chaos and to end the approach that is about attacking the foundations of our democracy because you don't like the outcome."
Over the past week, Harris's campaign has deployed high-profile Republicans to argue that patriotic Americans should back the vice president, even if they don't agree with her ideological positioning. GOP surrogates like former Pence adviser Olivia Troye and Anthony Scaramucci, who briefly served as Trump's White House Communications director, drove that message in Philadelphia this week. Both highlighted the importance of the recent announcements by former vice president Dick Cheney and his daughter, former congresswoman Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.), that they will be voting for Harris.
"The Cheneys look at Vice President Harris's economic agenda, her ideas around national security and they know that it's in line with the arc of American history," Scaramucci said Tuesday before the debate. "There's nothing radical about it, and I think it gives space and comfort to normal Republicans -- not Trumpist Republicans, but normal Republicans and independent moderates -- that Vice President Harris is the right choice in this current election."
Trump, by contrast, has sought to portray Harris as a failed and ineffective leader, faulting her for the deaths of U.S. citizens in the Afghanistan withdrawal.
"They didn't fire anybody having to do with Afghanistan and the Taliban and the 13 people who were just killed viciously and violently," Trump said during the debate. "And I got to know the parents and the family."
Trump recently visited Arlington National Cemetery at the request of some of those family members, with some of his campaign officials getting into an altercation with a cemetery staff member who was attempting to enforce guidelines the campaign had received not to take photos and videos near the graves of U.S. service members killed in recent years. His campaign later posted a video of the visit on his social media accounts.
But Brian Hughes, a Trump spokesman, scoffed at Harris's embrace of patriotic themes, arguing that she's "saying what she needs to say, because she thinks this is what the voters need to hear."
"The idea that somebody who let one of the worst military incidents -- the withdrawal from Afghanistan -- happen on her watch, refuses to acknowledge the loss of the families that were left behind -- and then wants to tell me about patriotism? Come on," Hughes said in an interview.
If memorials of Sept. 11 in the past provided a rare moment of national unity -- with Republican and Democratic leaders embracing on the Senate floor and a nation cheering along as President George W. Bush spoke from a bullhorn atop the rubble in New York -- the current moment has been one of bitter partisanship.
Trump is a longtime New Yorker whose views on immigration appeared to harden with the attacks. On that morning in 2001, Trump was watching CNBC as it prepared to interview former General Electric CEO Jack Welch, when the network cut away to a scene of the first tower on fire. One of his first reactions when the planes hit was to call a television show to offer commentary.
He later visited Ground Zero, and he has cited the attacks to challenge immigration policies, religious tolerance and the need for global alliances.
Trump has claimed that he saw the plane strike the second tower, and that from his window he observed the tragedy of people jumping from the buildings -- claims that fact-checkers have questioned.
Trump called into a New Jersey radio station that day and was asked what he would do if he were president.
"Well, I'd be taking a very, very tough line," Trump said. "This just can't be tolerated. And it's got to be very, very stern."
He also remarked that a building he owned had been the second-tallest in Manhattan but, now that the twin towers had fallen, would become the tallest. (That also was inaccurate; a different building held that title).
Harris has spoken of the Sept. 11 attacks as an enduring reminder that unity in America is possible, even at moments of intense partisanship. In remarks at the Flight 93 National Memorial in Shanksville on the 20th anniversary of 9/11, Harris said America was reminded in the days following attacks that "unity is imperative in America."
"It is essential to our shared prosperity, to our national security, and to our standing in the world. And by unity, I don't mean uniformity," Harris said at the 2021 event that also featured Bush and his wife, Laura Bush. "We had differences of opinion in 2001 as we do in 2021. And I believe that in America, our diversity is our strength."
Trump hasn't often spoke with passion about 9/11, but he did invoke it during a 2016 Republican primary debate when Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) criticized him for "New York values."
"When the World Trade Center came down, I saw something that no place on Earth could have handled more beautifully, more humanely, than New York," Trump said. "You had two 110-story buildings come crashing down. I saw them come down. And we saw more death, and even the smell of death, nobody understood it. And it was with us for months, the smell, the air. And we rebuilt downtown Manhattan."
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Trump won't take Ukraine's side. That's far out of step with voters.
A recent poll showed voters thought he sided with Russia more than Ukraine. He apparently doesn't care to disabuse them of that notion.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-09-11

Then-President Donald Trump meets with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in New York in 2019. (Evan Vucci/AP)


It's been one of the less remarked-upon moments from Tuesday's jam-packed debate between former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris. But one of the most subtly remarkable exchanges came when the topic turned to the war in Ukraine.
Trump was twice asked to say whether he wanted Ukraine to win the war, and he punted both times -- declining to take the side of a U.S. ally against an invading foe, Russia.
That answer is far out of step with the American people and epitomizes a Trump who, as my colleague Philip Bump notes, doesn't seem to know how to speak, or care to speak, to people outside the right-wing media bubble.
But more than that, it's just politically puzzling.
To recap, ABC News's David Muir twice asked Trump whether he wanted Ukraine to win, and Trump talked around it both times.
"I want the war to stop," Trump deflected the first time. "I want to save lives that are being uselessly -- people being killed by the millions." (Actual estimates place the war dead significantly lower than Trump's number.)
When pressed again, Trump deflected again.
"I think it's the U.S.'s best interest to get this war finished and just get it done," Trump said. He said the United States  should "negotiate a deal, because we have to stop all of these human lives from being destroyed."
This isn't entirely new territory for Trump. He offered a similarly noncommittal response last year when asked the same question at a CNN town hall. (When it comes to the war, Trump said that he doesn't "think in terms of winning and losing.")
But that was during a Republican presidential primary process in which, it could be argued, supporting Ukraine too openly could have been a liability. Many Republicans -- and the most vocal ones -- have been staunchly against sending more aid to Ukraine.
When it comes to general-election voters, though, it's not really even a close call.
An Economist/YouGov poll last month showed that 63 percent of Americans said they sympathized with Ukraine over Russia, while just 3 percent sympathized more with Russia. That's a 21-to-1 margin.
Another YouGov poll this year asked directly "who do you want to win." Americans chose Ukraine over Russia, 72-4 -- an 18-to-1 margin.
Trump's comment may align with a significant chunk of Republicans. The former poll showed 37 percent of Republicans said they sympathized more with "neither" side. The latter showed a quarter of Republicans didn't say they preferred a Ukraine victory (many said they "didn't know").
But these are still losing positions even within the GOP. Lots of Republican base voters are skeptical of funding Ukraine's defense; that doesn't mean they don't want Ukraine to win. And indeed, other polling has shown large majorities of Republicans are quite concerned about the threat Russia poses.
To that point, something else about that more recent poll jumped out at me last month. It showed voters didn't just perceive Trump as being indifferent to Ukraine's fate; they actually believed he favors Russia, on balance.
In addition to asking people where their own sympathies lie, it asked about where they thought Trump's, Harris's and President Joe Biden's are found.
Americans overwhelmingly said that Harris and Biden favored Ukraine, but nearly twice as many said Trump favored Russia (37 percent) as said he favored Ukraine (21 percent).
We can certainly talk about the reasons Trump won't say he wants Ukraine to win. He's long crafted a cozier relationship with Russian President Vladimir Putin than many aides and foreign policy experts are comfortable with, and his administration's steps to get tough with Russia often seemed to come despite Trump. Trump could harbor hard feelings about Ukraine's role in his first impeachment and the Russia investigation. And if we're being charitable, perhaps Trump believes that picking sides would make brokering a peace deal more difficult.
But we shouldn't lose sight of the fact that, for whatever reason, a former U.S. president is declining to take the side of a U.S. ally that was invaded by an increasingly antagonistic foe -- a foe that an indictment just last week said is continuing to interfere in American elections. And he's doing so even as this isn't a close call for the American public.
Trump did plenty to marginalize himself at the debate, and this certainly contributed to that.
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Nippon Steel's doomed effort to court union detailed in emails, letters
Nippon Steel's attempt to acquire U.S. Steel appears poised to fail because of union opposition and national security concerns.
By David J. Lynch | 2024-09-11

U.S. Steel's Edgar Thomson Plant, part of the Mon Valley Works, in Braddock, Pa., in 2019. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


After spending more than a week trying to secure a meeting with the president of the United Steelworkers union, Nippon Steel's Takahiro Mori finally got an answer. But it was not the one he wanted.
"I want to be direct with you," David McCall, the USW boss, wrote in an April 5 email. "A one-hour meeting between the two of us is not going to address the fatal problems with Nippon's proposed acquisition of U.S. Steel."
Ever since announcing a $14.9 billion acquisition of U.S. Steel, Japan's Nippon Steel had attempted to win the union's support. But despite repeated promises to guarantee the union's existing contract, rule out layoffs or plant closures, and spend billion of dollars modernizing the American company's aging blast furnaces, the Japanese company had come up empty.
"We do not see how this transaction could ever receive [government] approval," McCall continued, "and given the developments of the past several weeks, we would have expected U.S. Steel and Nippon to recognize the realities and abandon the transaction."
The email was among nearly two dozen pieces of correspondence between Japanese executives and the union that Nippon Steel shared Tuesday with The Washington Post.
The documents reveal a nearly year-long courtship that seemed doomed from the start. McCall was irked by Nippon Steel's failure to consult the union before announcing the merger in December, which left him doubting its claims.
Nothing that multiple Japanese executives said over the ensuing months came close to changing McCall's mind. As the discussions proceeded in fits and starts, each side accused the other of misleading the public about its intentions.
In numerous exchanges, Mori, Nippon Steel's executive vice president, and Hiroshi Ono, the chief executive of Nippon Steel's North American unit, issued what they said were legally binding commitments to guarantee the union's existing contract with U.S. Steel. The move would protect steelworkers' job security, benefits and workplace rules.
But the union demanded additional assurances in a frustrating back-and-forth that ultimately convinced the Japanese company the union was uninterested in making the deal work.
Nippon Steel said it was revealing the correspondence because of "the public mischaracterizations of our communications with the USW and the commitments we have offered."
McCall, of the USW, said in a statement: "The bottom line about this merger is that it jeopardizes national security and critical supply chains. We have already provided our members with Nippon's proposals, all of which show that Nippon Steel has always sought to hide behind its shell company and couch its purported commitments about job security and capital investments in so many conditions as to make their promises worthless. Now USS and Nippon are politicizing the situation in a last-ditch attempt to save the deal."
From the start, the transaction was shadowed by election-year politics. First, President Joe Biden, and then his replacement on the Democratic ticket, Vice President Kamala Harris, sought the union's support by saying that U.S. Steel must remain U.S.-owned.
Now, as the presidential campaign moves into its final eight weeks, the president is poised to formally kill the deal. His decision comes after the Treasury-led Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS) recently notified both companies that the transaction raises national security concerns that cannot be mitigated by asset sales or other measures, a judgment many independent analysts doubt.
Mori and U.S. Steel CEO David Burritt  met with CFIUS representatives Wednesday in an 11th-hour bid to salvage the transaction, according to a person familiar with the plans who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak about them to the press.
Within weeks of the deal's announcement, Mori  wrote McCall and Michael Millsap, chair of the USW negotiating committee, trying to allay the union's concerns.
The merged company would create the third-largest steelmaker in the world, he said, one that would be better equipped to compete with the Chinese behemoths that dominate the industry.
Union jobs would be safer after the merger, Mori wrote in a Jan. 5 letter. The combined company would have almost $80 billion in revenue, compared with U.S. Steel's roughly $18 billion, while net income would jump to $5.3 billion from $1.1 billion.
As McCall continued a drumbeat of criticism, Mori wrote again on Feb. 13 to reiterate that Nippon Steel would assume responsibility for the union's collective bargaining agreements with U.S. Steel.
At a March 7 meeting in Pittsburgh, Nippon for the first time promised no plant closures or layoffs through 2026. The company felt it was a significant offer, but it did nothing to ease the union's resistance.
Afterward, McCall sent Mori a four-page letter listing 11 specific requirements he said the Japanese company had yet to satisfy.
The focus of his March 11 letter was the union's insistence that Nippon Steel -- and not its North American subsidiary -- needed to assume the legal obligations of the collective bargaining agreement.
To drive home the point, McCall included in his letter a paragraph-long dictionary definition of the word "assume."
The Japanese executives, noting how quickly the union had issued a post-meeting news release complaining that "Nippon has still not earned the trust of the USW," concluded the meeting had been staged solely to justify the negative public statement.
Mori and Ono replied the same day, taking issue with McCall's dictionary reference and flatly rejecting his legal arguments.
"The USW's strained interpretation of 'assume' does not make sense," they wrote.
Two days later came a bombshell: Biden said publicly that he opposed the takeover, even though the CFIUS review remained incomplete. It was "vital," the president said, that the company remain American-owned.
On March 27, Nippon Steel sent the union the text of a draft agreement that the company said would "memorialize" the commitments it had offered during the meeting. To Nippon Steel, the agreement was an effort to address the union's complaints, point by point. The company had offered to be financially liable for the union's agreements with U.S. Steel in the event that the American company defaulted on its obligations and Nippon's North American subsidiary likewise failed to fulfill them.
But to McCall, it was just "a package of empty promises." In an April 2 letter, McCall accused the Japanese executives of designing "layers of protection" that would require the union to spend years in court before making the Japanese parent pay.
"For every commitment that the Nippon Parties purport to make, the March 27 proposal envisions a way to release the Nippon Parties from these pledges," he wrote.
With McCall intransigent and the president publicly opposed to the deal, Mori's pleas took on a tinge of desperation. On April 3, he emailed McCall, proposing "a one-on-one in-person meeting, lasting up to an hour, so that we can develop our relationship and deepen the dialogue on [sic] a constructive manner."
When that message went unanswered, Mori tried again the next day, noting that he was running out of time to rebook his flight to the United States.
That finally drew McCall's April 5 response, which described the problems with the deal as "fatal."
On May 17, Nippon Steel tried again. It submitted another version of a proposed agreement intended to address the union's concerns.
Mori emailed that day from Tokyo to request a meeting to discuss their differences. McCall replied that the new letter was no better than its predecessors and that, as a result, "Nippon and U.S. Steel may not proceed with the merger."
Three days later, Mori replied, regretting that McCall would not meet with him and warning that the union was "missing out on a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to secure" its members' livelihoods.
"I will be frank," the Japanese executive wrote. "I was disappointed by your inaccurate public statement to the USW's membership on Friday afternoon that we are walking back our public commitments. As you know, in my letter to you, we specifically stated that Nippon Steel is not backing away from any of the commitments previously made."
Nippon Steel's guarantees, he said, were "ironclad."
On May 31, Mori again offered a meeting and McCall again refused, saying, "Nothing has changed since we last corresponded, so I assume that your email was sent only to give you something to talk about on your return to the U.S."
Nippon Steel was "misleading the public about 'firm' commitments to U.S. Steel's integrated operations that are not firm at all," he added.
On July 8, McCall finally agreed to meet four days later in the union's Pittsburgh headquarters. But first, he again accused the Japanese company of having "disrespected" the union by not informing it in advance of its December bid for U.S. Steel.
Nippon Steel privately explained the failure by saying that U.S. Steel and its advisers had vetoed the notification while there were competing bids for the company, since the union had aligned itself with the U.S.-based steelmaker Cleveland Cliffs.
The 45-minute meeting achieved no breakthrough. When Mori wrote to thank McCall for hosting and express optimism about finding a path forward, McCall responded by emailing him a 47-page collection of union news releases opposing the deal.
As chances of an agreement dwindled, Nippon Steel in recent weeks sweetened the pot. It nearly doubled its planned capital investment program to $2.7 billion, including a new $1.3 billion for the outdated Mon Valley Works outside Pittsburgh and the Gary Works in Indiana.
On Sept. 3, Mori typed one more email to McCall with the subject line "Our Enhanced Commitments to the USW."
Former House majority leader Richard A. Gephardt (D-Mo.), who is working for Nippon in its efforts to persuade the union, had recently met with McCall, Mori noted. But he wanted the union boss to hear the good news from him directly.
"One thing I know we agree on," Mori added, "is trust is crucial to our future relationship."
As of Tuesday evening, he had received no reply.
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McBride wins primary, clearing path to be first openly trans member of Congress
McBride will be the Democratic nominee for Delaware's at-large House seat, which is seen as solidly blue. 
By Jiselle Lee | 2024-09-11

Sarah McBride speaks during the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia in 2016. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP)


Delaware State Sen. Sarah McBride won the Democratic primary for the state's at-large U.S. House seat Tuesday night, clearing the path for her to make history as the first openly transgender person in Congress.
McBride defeated Wilmington businessman Earl Cooper and financier Elias Weir in the Democratic primary with just under 80 percent of votes, according to the state's Department of Elections website. In November she will face John Whalen III, who won Tuesday's Republican primary.
The seat is seen as a solid Democratic seat, according to Cook Political Report. Democrats have held the seat continuously since 2010.
McBride is looking forward to the November election, she said in a statement to The Washington Post.
"Alongside the immense amount of gratitude I feel, I also feel the deep sense of responsibility that comes with being the nominee," she wrote. "Because while today we celebrate a victory in our primary, our work is far from over. Our rights and our freedoms -- our dignity and our democracy -- are on the line in this election. But so too is the promise of tomorrow. Because we aren't here just because of what's at risk, we are also here because of what is possible."
McBride announced last July she would run to replace Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-Del.), who is running for the seat being vacated by retiring Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.).
McBride first made history as the country's first openly transgender state senator when she won her election in November 2020.
She previously had made history, first in 2012 when she became the first openly transgender person to serve as a White House intern during President Barack Obama's tenure, then in 2016 when she became the first transgender person to speak at that year's Democratic National Convention.
Everytown for Gun Safety, a nonprofit organization against gun violence, endorsed McBride's campaign last month. Angela Ferrell-Zabala, the executive director of Moms Demand Action and a spokesperson for Everytown, said the organization couldn't be happier about McBride's primary win.
"With a proven track record of championing common-sense gun safety laws in the Delaware legislature, there is no one better suited for this seat," Ferrell-Zabala said. "Sarah understands that gun violence is an intersectional issue. She gets that any threat to the safety of one community, should be taken a threat to all communities."
Planned Parenthood Action Fund also endorsed McBride's campaign in February. Planned Parenthood of Delaware president April Thomas-Jones said she feels McBride is the right choice to represent the state.
"As the first African American leader of Planned Parenthood of Delaware, I know the invisible barriers that prevent progress and social change all too well," Thomas-Jones said. "I proudly stand with Sarah McBride as she not only shatters invisible ceilings, but also paves the way for others to join her. Delaware primary voters reaffirmed that the LGBTQ+ community has a seat at the table, transgender people belong at every level of government, and that our hope for a better tomorrow can be a reality."
John Wagner contributed to this report.
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As U.S. and Ukraine debate arms restrictions, Blinken visits Kyiv
Kyiv's attempt to sway the Biden administration comes as Ukraine has faced heavy bombardment from Russia in recent days -- especially on its power sector.
By Michael Birnbaum, Siobhan O'Grady, Ellen Francis | 2024-09-12

Secretary of State Antony Blinken spoke in Kyiv after meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and British Foreign Secretary David Lammy on Sept. 11.


KYIV -- The top U.S. diplomat made a rare wartime visit to Kyiv on Wednesday, offering a sympathetic ear to its leaders as Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky seeks permission to use long-range U.S. missiles for strikes deep into Russia and with the repeated wail of air-raid sirens seeming to underscore his sense of urgency.
Kyiv's latest attempt to sway the Biden administration came as Ukraine faces routine barrages meant to devastate the country's power sector, a situation that Blinken warned ahead of the visit could soon get worse after the United States and its European allies accused Iran of shipping short-range ballistic missiles to Russia this month.
Ukraine's lobbying effort is a continuation of the dynamic that has marked relations between Kyiv and Washington since the full-scale Russian invasion 21/2 years ago. Ukraine has pushed for more and better weaponry, while Washington has resisted, fearing escalation with Russia, only to relent later. Zelensky also promised Wednesday to offer a "victory plan" to President Joe Biden this month but offered few details.

From left, Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andriiy Sybiha and British Foreign Secretary David Lammy hold a news conference Wednesday in Kyiv. (Efrem Lukatsky/AP)


Blinken offered no concrete assurances about an imminent policy change for Ukraine's use of the weapons, saying only that he would bring the case back to the White House for further discussion. Speaking to reporters here alongside British Foreign Secretary David Lammy, he said that "no doubt" Biden and British Prime Minister Keir Starmer will discuss the issue when they meet in Washington on Friday.
"We have adjusted and adapted as needs have changed, the battlefield has changed, and I have no doubt we will continue," Blinken said. He added that escalation is "one of the factors that we always consider, but it's certainly not the only factor, and it is not necessarily the dispositive factor."
Still, with Blinken warning that the Iranian missiles were about to unleash a new wave of pain on Ukraine, the battlefield context seemed to be in rapid evolution, which is likely to be a factor in discussions back in Washington.

Zelensky attends a meeting Wednesday with Blinken and Lammy in Kyiv. (Leon Neal/Getty Images)


With Biden's time in office waning, pressure is increasing both on the Ukrainians and the White House to lock in decisions about the future of the conflict, ahead of any possible policy shift should former president Donald Trump prevail in November's election. Trump, asked twice at the presidential debate Tuesday whether he wanted Kyiv to win the war, deflected and said that "I want the war to stop." Vice President Kamala Harris, his opponent, said she would continue current U.S. policy and told Trump that Russian President Vladimir Putin would "eat you for lunch."
"We remain fully committed to Ukraine's victory," Blinken said, implicitly rebuking Trump's hesitation. "Support for Ukraine will endure because it doesn't depend on any one country, any one party, any one election."
Lammy, whose nation has provided Ukraine with long-range Storm Shadow missile systems, said discussions on whether to allow long-distance strikes into Russia would probably continue "over the next few weeks."
The Ukrainians argue that being empowered to use such weaponry against Russian territory would reduce the threat by forcing the Kremlin to pull key forces deeper inside its country. They also want to be able to hit a bridge that connects the Crimean Peninsula with the Russian mainland and forms a key military supply route. But Biden has been cautious, worried that allowing the change could draw the United States more deeply into direct conflict with Russia.
In May, after Russian forces pushed over the border into the Kharkiv region, Ukrainian officials amplified their pleas to be able to use certain U.S. weaponry to strike back into Russia. Washington debated the issue for 17 days as Kharkiv, Ukraine's second largest city, nearly came within range of Russian artillery stationed on Russian soil. Eventually, Biden approved the use of certain weapons, including HIMARS rocket artillery, inside of Russia.
Even that agreement limited the Ukrainians to striking only within a small distance of the border, a move that Kyiv said left them unable to target key airfields -- including those they said stored airplanes used to drop glide bombs on Kharkiv.
The Biden administration supplied Ukraine with long-range ATACMS missiles last September but has not allowed them to be used against Russian territory. The missiles, which have a range of about 180 miles, have been used extensively against Russian forces in Crimea, Ukrainian territory that the Kremlin occupied in 2014. Ukraine has a dwindling stockpile, however, and U.S. officials say the Pentagon's own stocks are also sufficiently limited that they cannot offer many more to Kyiv.

Ukrainian artillery soldiers fire on Russian troops near Pokrovsk, in eastern Ukraine, on Thursday. (Serhii Nuzhnenko/Reuters)


With Russia now advancing quickly on the eastern city of Pokrovsk, there are echoes of the May pleas in the revamped campaign to approve the use of ATACMS and other long-range weapons inside of Russia. Ukraine is doubtful of U.S. claims that such a move would cause a dangerous escalation by Putin, and insists it is necessary to help turn the tide of the war.
Ukrainian leaders last month made a surprise incursion into Russia's Kursk region, seizing hundreds of square miles of Russian territory in the first major Ukrainian advance across the border since the February 2022 invasion. The move has unsettled many Russians in the region and delivered a morale boost to the Ukrainian public. Leaders in Kyiv say that the seizure of territory will help increase pressure on Moscow to make a deal to end the war -- and that it is a sign that pushing back on Russia does not necessarily lead to catastrophic responses.
"We had enough willpower and enough strength in our partners to take such decisions" to push into Kursk, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha told reporters after his first meetings with his U.S. and British counterparts since becoming Ukraine's top diplomat last week following a cabinet reshuffle.
"We can see clearly that we have crossed the line of this fear of escalation," he said.
Ukrainian officials say they have not yet heard a convincing U.S. argument about the risk of long-range strikes on Russia.
"It's perhaps some kind of mystical story. There isn't a single rational argument in it for the U.S.; they just believe that it could lead to something bad," one Ukrainian official said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to candidly discuss the issue. "We've proven many times that Putin can do nothing new in response."
Separate from the back-and-forth about long-range fires into Russia, Blinken on Wednesday announced that the Biden administration would offer $325 million to support Ukraine's struggling energy grid, $290 million in humanitarian assistance such as food and shelter, and $102 million to demine Ukrainian territory from unexploded ordnance left behind by the fighting.
Blinken did not spend the night in Kyiv during his visit, which he conducted by taking an armored overnight train each way via Poland. But he did stop for a bowl of borscht, the famous Ukrainian beet soup, at the boutique restaurant of a chef, Yevhen Klopotenko, who successfully campaigned for the soup to be added to a UNESCO cultural heritage list.
Klopotenko tweeted a photo of him speaking with Blinken and wrote that he was "persuading him that it was necessary to take the correct long-distance decisions."

Blinken speaks with chef Yevhen Klopotenko as he visits a restaurant in Kyiv on Wednesday. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


He also got a taste of ordinary life for Kyiv's citizens, which was repeatedly interrupted Wednesday with blaring air raid sirens as fighter jets took off inside Russia, including during a meeting with Zelensky at the ornate presidential palace. Sirens also started blaring just as Blinken departed a news conference and prepared to move from the Foreign Ministry building toward his heavily armored SUV.
The Harris-Trump debate aired during the inbound train journey, and some diplomats stayed up to catch the first part of the joust to prepare themselves for questions in Kyiv about the U.S. political situation.
Zelensky on Wednesday told a conference in Kyiv that his "victory plan" would have "both psychological and political ... influence" on Russia's decision to end the war.
"If partners support it, it will make it easier for Ukraine to force Russia to end the war," Zelensky told the gathering of backers of Ukraine.
Zelensky will travel this month to the United States, where he will attend the U.N. General Assembly in New York. He has said he hopes to present the plan to Biden while in the country.
Francis reported from Brussels.
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Does Trump understand that 'strongman' isn't a compliment?
During the debate -- and plenty of times prior -- Trump has suggested that this term for an autocrat is actually a good thing.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-11

President Donald Trump welcomes Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban to the White House in Washington on May 13, 2019. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)


In one of her effective efforts to goad Donald Trump during their debate on Tuesday, Vice President Kamala Harris told the viewing audience he didn't engender the level of international respect he often claims.
"I'm going to tell you that I have traveled the world as vice president of the United States," Harris said. "And world leaders are laughing at Donald Trump."
She went on to say that military leaders viewed Trump as a "disgrace" and to criticize Trump's efforts to block Joe Biden's 2020 victory. But, given an opportunity by the moderator to respond, Trump went back to that assertion about the world leaders.
"Let me just tell you about world leaders," he began. "Viktor Orban, one of the most respected men -- they call him a 'strongman.' He's a tough person. Smart. Prime Minister of Hungary. They said why is the whole world blowing up? Three years ago it wasn't. Why is it blowing up? He said because you need Trump back as president. They were afraid of him."
If you listen to Trump with any regularity, you've likely heard some version of this before. Trump brings it up a lot, this claim from Orban -- who is not normally considered one of the "most respected men" -- that Trump's strength kept the global peace. It plays to Trump's vanity, for one thing, and Orban is one of the few global leaders willing to overtly take Trump's side politically.
That's in part because Orban likely recognizes Trump as a disruptive agent in the Western world order. It's probably in part, too, because Trump, echoing others in the American right, reciprocates that support. But it is also clearly because Trump approves of Orban's autocratic tendencies.
What isn't clear is whether Trump realizes that's what's meant when Orban is described as a "strongman." It seems that he often, if not always, thinks that the term being applied is "strong man," with the emphasis on the second word, not the first. This would certainly explain why he keeps using the pejorative to describe someone he clearly likes.
When he spoke in The Bronx in May, Trump trotted out the story about Orban and his compliment.
"Viktor Orban, did you ever hear of him? Prime Minister of Hungary, very tough guy," Trump said. "Known as a strongman. Oh, they hate it when I talk about him, because they say, 'He's a strongman; Trump loves strongmen.' I don't know, I like weak men, actually, I like weak men. I'd much rather have a weak man than a strong man. But he is a strong man."
"Weak man" is the opposite of "strong man," not "strongman." And Trump's phrasing suggested that he thought the criticism of Orban was that he was somehow too strong, not that he was hostile to liberal democracy.
Speaking to right-wing radio host Hugh Hewitt last month, Trump referred to Orban as a "very strong guy, and a good person," reinforcing the idea that he just sees "strong" as a compliment. Which would make sense, given that Trump himself has long used "strong" as a compliment for people he likes.
Back in 2008, for example, he was on Fox News and praised that year's Republican presidential nominee: Sen. John S. McCain, who Trump would later (infamously) disparage for having been a prisoner of war.
"I've known Senator McCain for a long time," Trump said. "He's a great guy, a great man. He's just a very strong guy, a very strong leader, and he's very, very smart."
In 2003, he used the same term to describe Arnold Schwarzenegger, then seeking election as governor of California. (Schwarzenegger, too, would later be disparaged by Trump.)
"He's a really honorable guy," Trump said, "and, you know, what he says he's going to do, and he's also a strong man who's made really some incredibly good business decisions."
Strong man, two words. Certainly true in the case of the former bodybuilder.
As this year's presidential campaign has heated up, Trump has repeatedly spoken about Orban's comments and often mentioned the strength of the man they came from.
"Viktor Orban, prime minister of Hungary, is a very tough guy," he said on Fox in early June. "He's known as a strong man." Emphasis on "man."
"Viktor Orban said just recently -- he's a strong man from a very interesting country," he told Dr. Phil McGraw a few days later. "And he knows Russia very well."
"The prime minister of Hungary, a very tough man, strong man, very -- you know, somebody that I always got along with," he said at a North Carolina rally in August. "I get along with the strong ones. I don't get along with the weak ones."
That much is true. Speaking at Turning Point Action event in Arizona in June, Trump referred to another foreign ally, Chinese President Xi Jinping, as a "strong guy," though "strongman" would certainly also apply. (He also described his ally Rep. Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.) as "tough" and "strong" in those same remarks.) But more often than not, the "strong man" Trump is praising is Viktor Orban.
Since Orban took power in Hungary, the nation has seen its democratic institutions weakened and Orban's power grow. Two years ago, the European parliament determined that Hungary no longer met the standard to be considered a full democracy but was, instead, a "electoral autocracy." An autocracy run by an autocrat. A strongman.
Trump, though, hears this as "strong man," a term of praise for someone willing to be tough. He doesn't seem to understand that it is, instead, a pejorative term for a leader who holds and wields power without democratic constraint.
But, then, Trump might consider that a term of praise, too.
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When voters consider gender, enthusiasm for Harris surges -- among women
New polling from 19th News and SurveyMonkey reinforces the scale of the gender divide in the 2024 election.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-11

Supporters for Vice President Kamala Harris cheer during speeches in Tampa on Aug. 24. (Octavio Jones/Reuters)


There are a number of reasons that conducting political polling is tricky. The one with which people are most familiar is that it's not easy to contact respondents. (It is not the case, though, that pollsters rely on landline telephones to do so.) A more important consideration is that the results depend on the pollsters having a good sense of the electorate; that is, who's likely to turn out to vote. That then informs how the results are weighted to be representative. So if the turnout model is off, the results will be, too.
Polling conducted well in advance of an election has another disadvantage: It's hard to account for the effects of the campaign itself. Not just unpredictable elements but predictable ones, such as voters learning more about candidates' backgrounds, biographies and priorities.
Or, say, voters considering the historic nature of a candidacy.
In August, The Washington Post looked at polling from Fairleigh Dickinson University that included a novel element, presenting poll respondents with subtle reminders about Vice President Kamala Harris's race or gender before asking them their vote choice. Those who were given reminders were more likely to indicate that they preferred Harris.
Polling released this week by 19th News, conducted by SurveyMonkey, approached the issue slightly differently. That poll asked respondents whom they preferred, and found Harris with a three-percentage-point lead over former president Donald Trump. Then respondents were asked a follow-up question, measuring how enthusiastic they were about their votes.
Except Harris's supporters were asked one of two different questions. Half were simply asked, "How excited are you to vote for Kamala Harris?" The other half were asked the same question, but with a lead-in: "Given that Kamala Harris will be the first woman to be president, how excited are you to be voting for her?"
In general, Harris supporters were slightly more likely than Trump supporters to say they were "very excited" to vote for their chosen candidate. When Harris's gender was mentioned, though, there was a surge in enthusiasm for her -- but only among women.
The size of the respondent poll allowed SurveyMonkey to break out a number of interesting and unusual demographic groups in its responses. It allows us to see, for example, that -- in contrast to popular understanding -- divorced men are less supportive of Trump (a four-point lead) than are married men (among whom Trump has a 12-point lead) or men overall (an eight-point lead).
It also allows us to see interesting differences in the shift in enthusiasm between Harris supporters who were (the end of the arrows below) and weren't (the outlined circle) reminded of the history her election would make.




(Subgroups for which no data are shown were too small in number to warrant inclusion. There aren't a lot of Democrats planning to vote for Trump, for example.)
The length of the arrows -- the difference between those two groups -- is not necessarily indicative of a huge shift. It may, instead, be a reflection of smaller groups having bigger margins of error, which happens in polling. But one can't ignore that mentions of the history at stake had a broad effect on women that simply doesn't appear with men.
As we noted with the Fairleigh Dickinson poll, this certainly doesn't mean that Harris should predicate her appeals to voters on her gender. It may, however, be useful for the campaign to have targeted voices remind women of the history at stake as voting approaches.
Or, at least, that's what this poll suggests at this point. And, as we know, polling is tricky.
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Trump pushes false claims about migrants eating dogs in Springfield, Ohio
On the debate stage Tuesday, Donald Trump doubled down on baseless and dehumanizing claims pushed by his running mate that immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, are stealing and eating pets.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro | 2024-09-11

Former president Donald Trump participates in the debate against Vice President Kamala Harris on Tuesday in Philadelphia. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Former president Donald Trump on Tuesday doubled down on a false and dehumanizing claim -- pushed by his running mate and some Republicans -- that immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, who came into the country during the Biden-Harris administration are injuring and eating Americans' pets.
"In Springfield, they're eating the dogs. The people that came in, they're eating the cats. They're eating -- they're eating the pets of the people that live there," Trump said at the ABC News debate between him and Vice President Kamala Harris. "And this is what's happening in our country. And it's a shame."
When moderator David Muir pushed back, saying that the city manager of Springfield has said there were no credible reports of such claims, Trump refused to concede.
"I've seen people on television ... the people on television claimed my dog was taken and used for food," Trump said, interrupting Muir. "So maybe he said that, and maybe that's a good thing to say for a city manager."
The escalation of the baseless and bizarre assertion came a day after Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), Trump's running mate, shared a post on X in which he cited unnamed "reports" claiming that people in the town west of Columbus "have had their pets abducted and eaten by people who shouldn't be in this country." Before the debate Tuesday, Trump also posted on his social media platform AI-generated images of himself with various animals, seemingly a reference to the Springfield claim.
Vance, who has long claimed that immigrants are draining resources in towns such as Springfield, was promoting the baseless suggestion in what appeared to be an effort to attack Harris. Police in Springfield told local news outlets that there are no reports of pets being stolen or eaten in the city.
Asked Tuesday about the unsubstantiated reports Vance had pushed, White House national security spokesman John Kirby called it "dangerous" misinformation.
"Because there will be people that believe it, no matter how ludicrous and stupid it is. And they might act on that kind of misinformation, and act on it in a way where somebody can get hurt, so it needs to stop," Kirby said.
Leslie Voltaire, a member of Haiti's transitional presidential council, called the claims "not only completely unfounded but also unacceptable."
"The continued misrepresentation of Haitian immigrants is deeply troubling and concerning. ... This rhetoric unfairly targets a community that has always contributed significantly to American society through hard work," Voltaire wrote in an X post Wednesday. "Such narratives risk dividing and endangering already vulnerable communities. It's crucial to promote unity, mutual respect, and the longstanding historic partnership between the United States and Haiti."
Asked to cite the evidence that Trump said he saw, a Trump campaign representative ignored the question and instead emailed a general statement from Trump advisers Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles saying that the former president was "the clear winner" of the debate Tuesday. The statement did not include mention of Trump's false claims that migrants were eating pets in Ohio.
Vance's sentiment Monday attacking Harris and demonizing immigrants in Springfield was quickly echoed by the Trump campaign and other Republicans in Congress, including Sen. Ted Cruz (Tex.). In a news release, the Trump campaign said residents of Springfield have "been left in terror as migrants overtake the once-quiet city" and that migrants were "dumped"  in the city "unvetted" because of the Biden-Harris administration's policies.
While Vance and the Trump campaign appeared to suggest that Haitian immigrants in Springfield arrived illegally and without proper vetting, the growing population of Haitian immigrants there live and work in the United States legally, according to an FAQ put together by the city of Springfield. Per the document, Haitian immigrants in Springfield arrived under the Immigration Parole Program and were allowed to apply for temporary protected status, an authorization that gives them the ability to work legally in the United States. To receive such status, immigrants must maintain a clean crime record.
In the post-debate spin room in Philadelphia on Tuesday night, Vance also doubled down on his claims, telling NBC News reporter Yamiche Alcindor -- who is Haitian American -- that "no one has spread false claims" and suggesting that Springfield city officials were not "fully in touch with what's going on on the ground there."
Vance also appeared to dismiss Alcindor's question about Haitian immigrants' concerns that spreading such false claims could put their lives at risk.
"What do I think is a bigger problem? Insulting 20,000 people or the fact that my constituents can't live a good life because Kamala Harris opened the border?" Vance said before walking away.
The baseless notion that immigrants are hurting animals in Springfield appears to come from a viral post first shared in a Springfield Facebook group in which a user claimed that a friend of their neighbor's daughter had found her lost cat hanging from a branch at a home where a Haitian neighbor lives.
The user then claimed, without evidence, that "Rangers & police" had told them that Haitian neighbors had also been hanging ducks and geese for butchering. Per the Springfield News-Sun, Springfield police said Monday that they are aware of the social media posts but that there was no evidence of such claims and that the issue is "not something that's on our radar right now."
But the police statement did not stop Republicans from amplifying Vance and the Trump campaign's messaging against Harris and immigrants. The Trump campaign, in its news release, cited a Daily Mail story covering the Facebook user's baseless claims. And in a post shared on X, the Trump War Room said Trump, if elected, "will deport migrants who eat pets. Kamala Harris will send them to your town next. Make your choice, America."
Cruz on X shared an image of two cats hugging each other with overlaid text reading: "Please vote for Trump so Haitian immigrants don't eat us." Rep. Wesley Hunt (R-Tex.) shared a video on X that contained AI-generated footage of Trump kissing a duck and knitting next to a cat.
"We cannot allow our pets to become a hot lunch for Kamala's newcomers," Hunt said in his post. "This November, you can do your part. Protect the Animals. Vote Trump."
Karen DeYoung contributed to this report.
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Trump wavers on whether he wants a second debate with Harris
Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign has signaled that it wants a second debate, in October. Trump said Wednesday that he is "less inclined" to participate.
By Amy B Wang | 2024-09-12

Republicans gather at a wine bar in Winnemucca, Nev., to watch the presidential debate on Tuesday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


With the conclusion of the first debate between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump, eyes have already turned to when -- or whether -- subsequent debates between the two candidates might take place.
Harris's campaign has signaled that it wants a second debate, in October -- while Trump is wavering.
"Under the bright lights, the American people got to see the choice they will face this fall at the ballot box: between moving forward with Kamala Harris, or going backwards with Trump," Harris campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon said in a statement after Tuesday night's debate hosted by ABC News. "That's what they saw tonight and what they should see at a second debate in October. Vice President Harris is ready for a second debate. Is Donald Trump?"
In the spin room in Philadelphia on Tuesday night, Trump repeatedly told reporters that Harris would likely want a redo because he claimed she performed poorly.
"We'll look at it, but they want a second debate because they lost," Trump said.
By Wednesday morning, however, Trump told the hosts of "Fox & Friends" that he was leaning against debating Harris a second time.
"When you win the debate, I don't know that I want to do another debate," Trump said, prompting host Steve Doocy to observe, "It sounds like you're a no."
"Well I'd be less inclined to," Trump said, again claiming he had a "great night" -- though many Republicans felt he allowed Harris to stay on the attack.
Doocy said Fox News proposed several more debate dates in October to the Trump and Harris teams Tuesday night, moderated by the network's Bret Baier and Martha MacCallum.
Trump interrupted to say he'd rather not have Baier and MacCallum and would prefer someone like "Sean, Jesse or Laura" -- apparently referencing Sean Hannity, Jesse Watters and Laura Ingraham.
"I didn't think Martha and Bret were good last night ... Jesse was fantastic last night, what he said," Trump said. "Jesse really got it. Jesse said Trump won that debate."
In a social media post Wednesday afternoon, Trump claimed that Harris was "beaten badly last night" and asked, "why would I do a Rematch?" Meanwhile, Harris's campaign posted an ad Wednesday that was simply footage of Tuesday's entire debate.
Since 1988, presidential candidates traditionally participated in three debates before Election Day, including one that was conducted in the style of a town hall, all organized by the bipartisan Commission on Presidential Debates. There were only two in 2020, with one canceled after Trump contracted covid-19 and declined to appear remotely rather than in person with Joe Biden.
In 2022, the Republican National Committee withdrew from the nonprofit commission, accusing it of being biased in favor of Democrats and leaving campaign teams to negotiate debate dates and terms directly with television networks.
Trump had called for three debates with Harris, though none but the ABC News one was solidified -- and only after extensive back-and-forth on rules, including whether each candidate's microphone would be muted while the other was speaking. On CNN on Wednesday morning, Trump campaign spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt did not commit to a second debate, saying she would "let [Trump] make an announcement on that front."
The only other firmly scheduled debate is one between the vice-presidential nominees, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz (D) and Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), that will be hosted by CBS News on Oct. 1.
On Tuesday, Walz praised Harris's debate performance and said that, though he couldn't speak for Harris, he "would be there encouraging her to [debate Trump] every day."
"It's the same old tired agenda that he brings every time, and she's bringing this new hopefulness, this ability to be able to articulate what Americans are asking for. ... We agreed to these two debates. We will carry them out. We'll see where it goes," Walz said.
In the spin room Tuesday night, Trump surrogates also were encouraging the former president to have another debate with Harris. Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and Rep. Byron Donalds (R-Fla.) praised Trump's performance, while acknowledging some skill on Harris's part.
"What we learned tonight is that Kamala Harris is actually probably pretty good at needling people," Donalds said, referring to several moments in which Harris appeared to get under Trump's skin.
Republican National Committee co-chair Lara Trump said that she thought Tuesday night's debate was "absolutely necessary" and acknowledged that typically candidates have three such meetings leading up to the general election.
"Donald Trump would certainly be willing to do another," Lara Trump, the former president's daughter-in-law, said Tuesday.
When he was leading the Democratic ticket, Biden proposed a June debate on CNN as well as Tuesday's debate on ABC, and Trump quickly agreed. But after a disastrous June debate performance resulted in Harris taking over Biden's campaign, Trump initially  said that the debate planned for Tuesday on ABC had been "terminated."
"I'll see her on September 4th or, I won't see her at all," he posted on social media on Aug. 3.
Nine days later, he proposed three debates, on Sept. 4, Sept. 10 and Sept. 25. Harris responded by saying she would talk about future debates only after she and Trump met on Sept. 10. Trump opted to do a town hall with Fox News host Sean Hannity on Sept. 4 instead, and agreed to Tuesday's debate.
Hannah Knowles, Michael Scherer, Maeve Reston, Mariana Alfaro and Isaac Arnsdorf contributed to this report.
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Trump attack on Harris racial identity strikes a nerve at Black church watch party
The predominantly Black crowd responded with deep sighs and some laughter when the discussion in Tuesday night's debate turned to the Republican's baseless broadside against the vice president.
By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2024-09-11

From left, Tracey Garland, 65, Marta Jones, 65, Branford Jones, 32, and Stephanie Wilson, 68, watch the debate at the Salem Baptist Church of Abington in Abington, Pa., on Tuesday. (Hannah Yoon for The Washington Post)


ABINGTON, Pa. -- The predominantly Black crowd here responded with deep sighs and some laughter when the discussion in Tuesday night's presidential debate turned to Donald Trump's baseless attack on Kamala Harris's racial identity.
Why, a moderator asked the former president, did he believe it was appropriate to weigh in on such a topic?
"I don't. And I don't care. I don't care what she is," Trump replied.
One woman in the crowd retorted loudly, "Then why'd you say it?!"
She was referring to Trump's comment in July accusing Harris of once hiding her Black heritage, which she has routinely highlighted in her career. On Tuesday night, Trump went on to defend himself, claiming without presenting evidence that he had "read where she was not Black," and then "read that she was Black." He added, "Either one was okay with me."
When the moderator asked for her thoughts on the comments, the vice president, who is Black and Indian American, called it a "tragedy" to have someone running for president who "has consistently over the course of his career attempted to use race to divide the American people." She referenced a 1970s racial bias case against Trump's company; his promotion of false claims that President Barack Obama was not born in the United States; and his decision to take out a full-page newspaper ad calling for the reinstatement of the death penalty after the 1989 arrests of the Central Park Five, five Black and Latino boys who were convicted but later exonerated of assaulting and raping a woman in New York.
Attendees nodded in agreement and listened silently to Harris's response.
"I do believe that the vast majority of us know that we have so much more in common than what separates us. And we don't want this kind of approach that is just constantly trying to divide us, and especially by race," Harris said. "I think the American people want better than that."
"Yes we do!" another woman yelled out.
The reaction at this debate watch party, where nearly 200 community members gathered outside a historically Black church, offered one snapshot of how some Harris supporters see Trump's attack on her racial identity, and how they want her to respond.
"I thought she handled it in a professional way and brought it back to, you know, let's not make it about division. Let's bring us together. Let's come together and let's build our country up," said Haywood Willis, 59, echoing a point several other attendees made in interviews at the gathering in a Democratic area some 20 miles north of Philadelphia. "That's what we need."
Willis, a financial analyst, said he wished Harris and Trump had elaborated more on their policy plans during the debate, but he liked that Harris stayed on message, focusing on unity -- while Trump, he said, behaved like a "schoolyard kid."

Former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris are projected on a screen during a debate watch party in Abington, Pa., on Tuesday night. (Hannah Yoon for The Washington Post)


The watch party, hosted by the Salem Baptist Church, Montgomery County and the city of Philadelphia, was held on a football field next to the church, which is the oldest historically Black church in this left-leaning county. Billed as a nonpartisan event, it featured a 33-foot screen to watch the debate and a DJ and food trucks before the faceoff began to energize the crowd. Organizers also set up tables with information on how to register to vote.
Marshall Mitchell, pastor of Salem Baptist, said his hope was that people left feeling more engaged and informed about their choices.
A recent Washington Post-Ipsos poll found that the commitment of Black Americans to vote this fall has rebounded since Harris replaced President Joe Biden as the Democratic nominee. Among Black registered voters, 82 percent say they will "definitely" or "probably" vote for Harris this November, the poll found. That's up from 74 percent who said they would support Biden in April, though still lower than Biden's 87 percent mark among Black voters according to 2020 exit polls.
Sydney Wilson-Roberts, 29, said that, as a young Black woman, the biggest moment for her was hearing Harris defending women's reproductive rights and calling out Trump's shifting views. She said it's the most important issue driving her to vote this year.
"He'll say he's for IVF and for certain things when it comes to abortion, but I don't believe him," said Wilson-Roberts, an events manager, sporting a Howard University shirt. "And I truly believe that, if elected, she will have my reproductive rights in mind and all of the women across the country."
Branford Jones, 32, criticized Trump for previously saying that Black voters like him more because of his indictments and mug shot, and that undocumented immigrants are taking away "Black jobs." Trump repeated the latter comment during the debate.
"I do not believe that he will do anything for Black folks or have Black people's best interests at heart," said Jones, who owns a music production company.
Jones said he went into the debate night clear-eyed about his support for Harris and thought most of the party attendees felt the same given her credentials -- not only as a former senator and prosecutor, but as a multiracial woman who attended Howard University and belongs to Alpha Kappa Alpha, a historically Black sorority. He added he was hopeful that undecided Americans in other parts of the country left feeling similarly about the vice president.
Dannita Brooker, 70, said Harris's responses to Trump -- particularly on race -- were effective because she was defining him and forcing him to explain himself.
"She told his story of what he did, and he didn't like it. He didn't know how to respond," said Brooker, a pastor who lives in the nearby borough North Wales. "He wants to be in the limelight. He wants to be the star. And he's not the star anymore. He doesn't know how to deal with that."
"I'm hoping for the best, but I live in Trump territory," Brooker added. "And the election isn't over."
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More than a third of Americans are too young to remember Sept. 11
Time marches on, as it does.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-11

Members of the New York Fire Department and New York Police Department color guard present an American flag during a 9/11 memorial ceremony in New York on Wednesday. (Pamela Smith/AP)


Across the country, Americans took a moment on Wednesday morning to remember the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. Or, for about a third of Americans, the moment was one of observation for the thousands of lives lost.
An observation, not a remembrance, because those Americans were either not born when the attacks occurred or were too young to remember them.
This is how the world works, of course. By 1983, 40 percent of Americans were either not born or too young (that is, 5 or under) to remember the assassination of John F. Kennedy. Time passes; we get older; the events that defined our lives are not ones that younger people experienced.
This event, though, was defining for many Americans. It defined American foreign policy for decades to come, affecting even those who hadn't experienced it. As The Post reported in 2021, half of Americans killed serving in Afghanistan weren't adults when 9/11 occurred. Five of those killed in the attack at the Kabul airport as the United States pulled out of Afghanistan in 2021 were only 20 years old when they died.
The most recent data from the Census Bureau indicate that about 30 percent of U.S. residents were born after 2001. An additional 7 percent were 5 years old or younger. That's 37 percent of the population that was at least too young at the time of the attacks to be cognizant of what unfolded.




There's another striking aspect to how long ago the attacks took place. Those who lost their lives that day ranged in age from 2 to 85. On average, they were 40 years old. Today, had they survived, they'd be an average of 63 years old. That youngest victim -- Christine Lee Hanson, a passenger on United Flight 175 -- would be 25. Only a handful of victims would still be younger than the average age that day.




Again, this is how the world works. Tragedy fades or is usurped by new tragedies. We still observe memorials for the Triangle Shirtwaist Fire, but for several reasons, the annual ceremony in Lower Manhattan doesn't attract the crowd seen at the site of the World Trade Center attacks.
The mantra that emerged after Sept. 11 was "never forget." By the late 2030s, the Census Bureau projects, most Americans will be too young to have remembered the attack in the first place.
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How resounding was Kamala Harris's debate win? Let's look at the polls.
Early polling shows Harris won by a historically large margin. And Trump voters acknowledged that and said it could impact their votes.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-09-11

Republicans in Winnemucca, Nev., gather at a wine bar to watch the presidential debate on Tuesday night. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


Vice President Kamala Harris turned in one of the more resounding debate performances in recent decades on Tuesday night -- to the point where Donald Trump's allies have struggled to locate a silver lining.
Precisely how much the debate could impact the race is an open question, as my colleague Dan Balz notes; we're a very polarized country, and we don't generally see big and sudden shifts in polls anymore. But small margins can matter greatly in our increasingly tight elections, and Harris clearly helped her cause.
So just how emphatic was her win? And what do the polls suggest about what it could mean moving forward?
We've so far seen two instant polls -- one from CNN and another from YouGov.
The CNN poll showed Harris winning the debate 63 percent to 37 percent among debate-watchers, while the YouGov poll showed her winning 54-31 among registered voters who watched at least some of the debate, with 14 percent unsure. (Trump has cited his own improbably wide margins in some unscientific online polls -- posting a series of them on Truth Social -- but those polls don't reflect the actual electorate.)
Notably, those margins are close to the ones Trump racked up after President Joe Biden's disastrous debate performance on June 27, a performance that ultimately led him to drop out of the 2024 race. Back then, the CNN poll showed Trump winning the debate 67-33, while the YouGov poll showed Trump winning 43-22.
Harris's performance also ranks up there with the more decisive wins in recent history, according to CNN's numbers, though it's worth noting that a strong debate doesn't always necessarily translate into a White House victory.
The biggest margins:
Harris's margin was bigger than 20 other polls CNN has conducted after debates, dating back to 1984. Harris was also deemed the winner of the debate by 31 percent of Trump supporters -- similar to the 30 percent of Biden supporters who said Trump won the June 27 debate.
As for how much the debate could actually shift votes, the evidence is mixed but mostly encouraging for Harris.
Perhaps the worst numbers for Harris in the poll were on issues. Despite her win, debate-watchers still preferred Trump by 20 points on the economy (55-35) and 23 points on immigration (56-33). Those are actually bigger margins than he usually racks up on these issues, so it seems possible Trump's attacks on the Biden administration's record on these issues landed with some effect. (We'll await more polling on these issues.)
But the data suggests voters could re-examine the race in a way that could benefit Harris.
The finding that really jumps out at me: While few voters said the debate changed or could impact their vote, Trump voters were about twice as likely as Harris supporters to say it at least made them "reconsider" it.
Nearly one-quarter of Trump supporters said that; 6 percent said it changed their vote, and 17 percent said it made them reconsider it. That's more than the Biden supporters who said the same after the June 27 debate. And if Trump loses even a fraction of those voters, that could matter.
Trump also seemed to suffer from his often-gauzy plans. Despite some consternation about a lack of a detailed policy agenda from Harris, debate-watchers said Harris provided "a better plan for solving the country's problems" by a 42-33 margin. That's a reversal from the first debate, when voters thought Trump had a better plan than Biden by a 15-point margin.
Favorable opinions of Harris also increased by six points among debate-watchers, from 39 percent before the debate to 45 percent. That's the biggest image gain for a candidate in the seven times CNN has asked this question before and after a presidential debate since 2008.
But it's not actually the biggest shift in all CNN debate polling. The pollster asked the same question before and after the 2020 vice-presidential debate, when Harris faced then-Vice President Mike Pence. Harris not only won the debate 59-38, but her favorable ratings also increased by seven points among debate-watchers.
And that gets at a reality that many people perhaps didn't appreciate ahead of Tuesday night: Harris is a good debater. Despite being an unpopular vice president whose 2020 Democratic presidential primary campaign flamed out before any votes were cast, she's often done well in these settings.
Polls of early 2019 debates showed Harris was deemed the winner in a crowded field by 30 points, 28 points and 15 points. Another poll in Iowa around that time showed half of voters were impressed with her performances -- more than 20 points higher than for any other candidate.
Harris wasn't able to capitalize on that as the 2020  primary season wore on. But this big debate win comes at a more crucial juncture in the campaign. We'll see how it impacts the race in the coming days -- as we get better data than instant polls can provide -- but it's pretty evident it's a net positive for her.
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Where independent and third-party candidates are on the ballot
See which states have them on the ballot, including the seven battleground states most likely to decide the election.
By Nick Mourtoupalas, Meryl Kornfield, Nicole Markus | 2024-09-11
The Washington Post is tracking which third-party presidential candidates will be on the ballot on Nov. 5. This page will be updated.
Presidential elections have recently been decided on the thinnest of margins, which is why some Democrats and Republicans fear that a third-party candidate could draw more support than the winning margins in battleground states this year.
But the third-party effort has had some hiccups. Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. suspended his campaign in late August, while Cornel West, another independent candidate, has faced financial and legal troubles getting on states' ballots. Other third-party candidates similarly stand no real chance of winning the presidency, and both Democratic- and Republican-affiliated groups have already challenged some third-party bids to get on the ballot. Each state also has its own procedure -- which is often expensive and difficult -- for getting on the ballot, further complicating the efforts.
States typically require minor parties -- such as the Libertarian and Green parties -- to have earned a specific share of the vote in a previous election or have a certain number of registered voters to maintain their place on ballots. They can then nominate a candidate the same way as Democrats and Republicans do. Candidates not affiliated with a party, however face a higher barrier to entry. They must gather a certain amount of signatures from registered voters who believe they should be on the ballot, and a filing fee -- or both -- in many states to qualify.
Here is where third parties and independent candidates are on the ballot, according to state election officials, including in the seven battleground states most likely to determine the outcome of the election:
Kennedy promised to make it onto all 50 states' ballots and spent millions to make it happen. But on Aug. 23, he suspended his campaign and endorsed Donald Trump.
He has said he plans to withdraw his name from ballots in about 10 states and will keep himself on the ballot only in red and blue states where he doesn't believe he could tip the election in Vice President Kamala Harris's favor.
How he is getting on the ballot: West has navigated some of the same difficult terrain of getting on states' ballots as Kennedy. But he has had far less money at his disposal to fund his efforts, even though he has used some of the same tactics as Kennedy, such as creating his own political party and accepting the nomination of other minor parties. West is on the ballot in nine states, including battleground states Wisconsin and North Carolina.
Notably, West initially ran under the Green Party banner, but he left the party in October to launch his independent bid. If he had remained in the party, he probably would have had greater ballot access, as the Green Party is on the ballot in far more states.
His pitch to voters: As a progressive activist, West has focused much of his campaign on opposing the Israel-Gaza war, and he has blamed the Biden-Harris administration for its support of Israel. He has also proposed redistributing resources to aid poor and minority populations, which would include a tax on the wealthy and raising the minimum wage.
How it is getting on the ballot: The Libertarian Party, the third-largest political party in the country, is the third party on the ballot in most states. However, a contentious convention where nominee Chase Oliver was selected after seven rounds of voting may hurt the party's unity.
Oliver won with about 60 percent of the delegates' vote, but only after a heated struggle between feuding factions. Colorado's Libertarian Party tried to nominate Kennedy instead of Oliver, but the effort failed.
The party's pitch to voters: The party emphasizes individual liberty from government intervention and has historically appealed to a small fraction of the electorate. In 2016, former New Mexico governor Gary Johnson won 3 percent of the vote, the best result the party's nominee has achieved in the party's 50-plus-year-history, but in 2020, party nominee Jo Jorgensen received about 1 percent.
How it is getting on the ballot: The Green Party nominated Jill Stein, who has run for president twice before. To get on as many state ballots as possible, Stein is using both the Green Party's ballot access in the states where it has it while also petitioning for access as an individual candidate.
In 2016, Stein got about 1 percent of the vote, more than Trump's winning margin in some key states. In 2020, the party's then-nominee Howie Hawkins received around 0.2 percent of the vote.
The party's pitch to voters: The Green Party is known for its support of left-leaning politics, such as shifting the country to renewable energy and reparations for Black people, and Stein, like West, has also appealed to pro-Palestinian voters.
How he is getting on the ballot: The Constitution Party nominated antiabortion activist Randall Terry in April, and Terry has been petitioning for ballot access in states where the party does not have a ballot line, he told The Post.
His pitch to voters: Terry, the founder of the antiabortion group Operation Rescue, has previously garnered headlines for creating spectacles, like blocking patients from abortion clinics and producing graphic advertisements featuring pictures of aborted fetuses. The Constitution Party is a conservative group dedicated to limiting the federal government to its functions outlined in the Constitution.
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House GOP maneuvers to portray Democrats as weak on China
With its "China Week" blitz of legislation, the House GOP seeks to bolster the party's foreign policy credentials ahead of November's election.
By Abigail Hauslohner, Cate Cadell, Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-09-11

Chinese President Xi Jinping in Beijing in 2022. (Andy Wong/AP)


House Republicans this week are bringing a raft of China-focused legislation to a vote in a pre-election bid to bolster the party's foreign policy credentials, as Democrats and the GOP compete to chart a path for managing an increasingly fraught relationship with the United States' most powerful adversary.
The roughly two-dozen policy bills brought forward by Republican leadership -- a blitz they've coined "China Week" -- target everything from alleged economic espionage to biosecurity and electric vehicles.
But the broadly bipartisan sense in Congress that Beijing poses a significant national security threat has also turned the rallying cry "tough on China" into a point of contrast in a tight election year. Republicans cast their effort as a show of strength compared to their rivals, while Democrats have sought to burnish their own tough-on-China bona fides and panned the event's timing as a cynical ploy for votes.
Republican leaders this week framed the slate of bills as proof of the Biden-Harris administration's "failed foreign policy of appeasement," House Republican Conference Chair Rep. Elise Stefanik (N.Y.) said during a Tuesday news conference.
Rep. Gregory W. Meeks (N.Y.), the House Foreign Affairs Committee's top Democrat, questioned the usefulness of the GOP-led exercise and accused his colleagues of hypocrisy. Speaking Monday during a debate over one of the bills, to fund the U.S. government's efforts to counter China's "malign influence" worldwide, Meeks said, "We can hold all the China Weeks we want, but if House Republicans keep cutting the funding for the State Department and USAID, we're not going to win the competition with China."
Administration officials this year have repeatedly warned lawmakers about the absence of Senate-confirmed ambassadors across critical regions, including in dozens of countries in Africa and Southeast Asia where the Chinese government has made considerable investments to bolster its military, political and economic influence.
The China Week proposals join close to 600 related bills introduced during the 118th Congress, according to the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), a marked increase from the previous two legislative sessions. But so far only five of those proposals have passed both chambers of Congress to make it into law. One of the most significant -- a measure to ban or force the sale of the popular TikTok social media platform on the grounds that Chinese ownership of its parent company could allow Beijing to spy on or politically influence American users -- remains mired in legal challenges.
"There is little prospect that any of these bills are going to be signed into law," one Democratic foreign policy aide said of the China Week bills, alluding to the limited days remaining on the legislative calendar in the notoriously slower-moving Senate. "While we're glad they are doing a China Week, we wish they did it far earlier." As is common for congressional aides, this person spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak with the media.
Craig Singleton, a China fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies, summarized it this way: "There's no ignoring the political calculus here." The GOP's move, he said, enables lawmakers to return to their districts this fall "with a clear message -- 'I am tough on China.'"

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) holds a news conference at the U.S. Capitol on Tuesday. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post)


The House Republicans' scramble to pass these bills before voters go the polls coincides with a period of intense engagement between Washington and Beijing, with several high-level visits to China by senior U.S. administration officials in recent months and another call planned between President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping.
The Biden administration has overseen modest but notable gains in relations with Beijing since November, when the two sides agreed to reopen military-to-military communications following numerous near miss incidents in the South China Sea.
Republicans -- including former president Donald Trump -- have sought to cast such engagement as weakness, a view House Republican leaders echoed this week. "Because the White House has chosen not to confront China and stand for Americans' interests, House Republicans will," Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) said at a Tuesday news conference.
Trump and his opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, on Tuesday night sparred briefly over China policy during their first presidential debate. Trump claimed that "China was paying us hundreds of billions of dollars" while he was in office because of his tariffs, and Harris countered that "the Trump administration resulted in a trade deficit" for the United States and, in fact, "sold us out" to China.
By Tuesday night, 15 of the China Week bills had been approved, more than half with broad bipartisan support, including several co-sponsored by Democratic lawmakers.
Beijing said the flurry of legislation was illustrative of U.S. lawmakers' habit of making China out to be a boogeyman. These bills are "full of Cold War thinking and zero-sum game concepts," said Chinese Embassy spokesman Liu Pengyu.
U.S. lawmakers have expressed growing anxiety over Chinese state-backed enterprises that are alleged to have stolen American intellectual property; a Chinese government accused of violating environmental and international trade laws; and a global market flooded with cheap, Chinese-subsidized products that U.S. companies say they have struggled to compete with.
China's military has antagonized U.S. partners, such as Taiwan and the Philippines, in territorial disputes, and Chinese materials have found their way into Russia's arsenal in its ongoing war against Ukraine.
Beijing also has sought to outpace the United States in the development of cutting-edge technologies and corner the markets, critics say, in its exploitation of the critical minerals necessary for manufacturing everything from iPhones to advanced weaponry.

Chinese tech giant Huawei this week unveiled the world's first triple-folding phone. (Adek Berry/AFP/Getty Images)


Among the week's most consequential bills was the bipartisan Biosecure Act, which passed the House on Monday. The law would ban U.S. tax dollars from going to five Chinese drugmakers, including WuXi AppTec and BGI, both of which operate extensive U.S.-based drug manufacturing and genetic-sequencing businesses.
Other bills that passed with Republican and Democratic support would boost oversight of Chinese officials' finances, shutter Hong Kong trade offices in the United States, and ban new models of Chinese drones. Proposals to expand surveillance of suspected Chinese espionage, restrict funding from universities partnering with entities with suspected ties to the Chinese government, and prevent Chinese companies from receiving U.S. tax credits for electric-vehicle technology all passed Tuesday with Republican votes alone.
Some Democrats chastised their GOP colleagues for pushing through even the bipartisan bills without performing what they called sufficient due diligence.
"God forbid we wait a few weeks and get this right," Rep. Jim McGovern (D-Mass.) said of the legislation targeting the Chinese drugmakers, which he said had been "jammed through" without fairly assessing whether the companies pose a true national security threat. "This is not the way we should be doing things."
One of the companies targeted, WuXi Biologics, is building a facility in his district.
Others lamented that several harder-hitting bills were absent from the lineup, including a bipartisan initiative to ensure that private outbound U.S. investments aren't enhancing China's military capabilities, and a Republican-backed effort to revoke China's preferential trade status, which would trigger new U.S. tariffs on a wide range of Chinese goods.
Also absent from the lineup is a bill seeking to close a legal loophole that allows Chinese postal packages under a certain value to enter the United States duty free and with minimal inspection. Critics say that has been exploited by narcotics dealers and has undercut U.S. competitiveness in legal markets.
Rep. John Moolenaar (R-Mich.), chairman of the House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party, where a number of this week's bills originated, said in an interview that although he wasn't surprised by the political conjecture, the work specific to his panel represents "the most bipartisan effort" he has seen since he entered Congress nearly a decade ago.
"The members are very serious and want to help move our country in a better direction," he said.
"Some bills are still a work in progress," he continued, "where we're tweaking and making some improvements in the process, and that's typical. ... We expect to continue to build on this momentum in the weeks ahead."
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Donald Trump no longer knows how to talk to anyone outside his base
During his debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, Trump's inability to break out of his familiar rhetoric was striking. It might not matter.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-11

Former president Donald Trump arrives to begin speaking to reporters in the spin room after Tuesday night's debate with Vice President Kamala Harris in Philadelphia. (Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP)


Donald Trump's success in the 2016 Republican nominating contest was largely a function of his willingness to embrace and elevate dangerous, hateful and false claims from the rightmost fringe of Republican rhetoric. There was a whole galaxy of assertions and arguments on blogs and social media that even Fox News kept at arm's length, but there were a lot of disaffected people on the right who believed them and were frustrated that Republican officials didn't parrot them.
Trump did. This was the genesis of his "straight talker" reputation, and it allowed him to build a big, loyal base of support that powered him to the nomination. Once he won, and he and his supporters made clear that fealty was a requirement, the rest of the party slowly fell in line.
By now, there is no meaningful space to Trump's right and there is no meaningful political conversation on the right that isn't defined by Trump. There are Republicans and conservatives who oppose Trump and criticize his politics, but they have no power. The power sits with, and flows from, Trump.
And that means he is no longer the outsider, the guy saying things that lack a voice. He is, instead, the guy who is primarily responsible for defining or validating what's said. He's the king of MAGAland, and while there are other prominent members of the peerage -- Elon Musk, Fox News, Tucker Carlson, etc. -- it is Trump's voice that remains supreme because it is to him that the base is most loyal.
It also means that he no longer knows how to talk to anyone outside of that world, as was obvious during his debate with Vice President Kamala Harris on Tuesday night.
Trump talks a lot, giving lengthy speeches at rallies and lots of interviews to sycophantic interviewers (Musk, Fox News, etc.). He has a habit of, over time, distilling points to little sound bites, familiar phrases and references that his base understands without having to say more. They've created a shared vernacular over the course of the past nine years, and Trump is used to making vague references and getting a knowing response.
On the debate stage, though, these references landed very differently. His clumsy, incomplete reference to the false claim that immigrants in Ohio were eating people's pets was incomprehensible to people not tuned in to the political conversation and, particularly, to the pro-Trump conversational universe. Even some of those sympathetic to Trump understood that this was a miss.
But he couldn't help it. Trump is so used to having audiences who agree with him -- diners at Mar-a-Lago, podcasters who are friends with his son -- that he was visibly flustered by the response he got on the stage. In the Skinner box that is campaigning, applause and recognition are the rewards Trump seeks. In that room, no matter which of his most popular riffs he threw out, he wasn't getting what he wanted.
Viktor Orban? No? Ashli Babbitt? That name usually triggers a big response. How about "peacefully and patriotically"? Trump's supporters understand that this phrase is meant to absolve him of culpability for the Capitol riot. Did viewers at home know what he meant?
It was more frustrating still because Harris kept pushing his buttons. Trump's triggers are as big and obvious as his ties, and Harris kept priming them. Trump -- again, not used to this! -- kept taking big bites of the bait. Even if he wanted to say something that his campaign advisers had suggested, first he had to defend his crowd size or his tenure at the Wharton School of Business or whatever other insecurity Harris drew into the spotlight.
And then there were the moderators, a focus of particular ire among Trump's supporters (who, of course, have learned that there's no reward earned from criticizing Trump). ABC News's David Muir and Linsey Davis challenged the candidates and gave them the chance to engage with one another. But they also refused to allow Trump to make significant false claims without noting that they were false.
No, immigrants aren't eating pets. No, crime isn't up. No, the 2020 election wasn't stolen. No, it's not legal in blue states to kill a newborn. There's obvious value in having the moderators clarify factual points instead of leaving it to one of the candidates, as though these things are a matter of debate. Nor did they correct all of Trump's myriad lies, like that he "had nothing to do with" the rally outside the White House on Jan. 6, 2021. But Trump and his allies are used to a universe in which they say false things and they all agree with each other that they are true, or at least true enough.
Trump also wasn't corrected when he claimed that he "probably took a bullet to the head because of the things that they" -- Biden and Harris -- "say about me." In his world, this is true enough: "They" wanted Trump dead and the assassination attempt was the result. In the real world, there's no evidence the shooting was anything other than an unstable young man seeking attention -- a John Hinckley attack, not a John Wilkes Booth one. But no one ever presses Trump on this stuff, so he just threw out this conspiracy theory that would have been a winner at a rally.
By any objective measure, Harris fared better in the debate than Trump did. This doesn't mean that the state of the race has changed much. Trump may be incapable of appealing to those outside of his base, but his base is big and engaged and has been enough for him to secure just under 50 percent of the vote in the past two presidential elections. One reason he sticks to the same patter is that it works in keeping his base loyal.
But Harris's victory did offer one more opportunity to demonstrate how distant from reality Trump's claims sit. He took the unusual step of visiting the "spin room" after the debate, where he insisted to reporters that polling had shown that he won the debate easily. He shared some of these "polls" on his account at Truth Social; they were almost uniformly online surveys conducted by Trump-sympathetic social media accounts, the functional equivalent of taking a straw poll of people's favorite baseball teams at Fenway Park.
It is in this world that Trump lives. It is to this world that Trump is used to speaking. It is this world's belief system that Trump reflects. It's his worldview -- and either you agree or Trump doesn't really have anything to say to you.
"Donald Trump has no plan for you," Harris said more than once, speaking to undecided voters. This was an easier argument to make when any plan Trump had to offer was presented in the foreign language spoken by residents of Trumpworld.
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Harris dominated Trump in debate, but will it matter?
In Tuesday night's scorching debate, Harris tried to keep Trump on the defensive. But with polls showing no clear leader, the race may stay tight until the end.
By Dan Balz | 2024-09-11

Republican voters gather at a wine bar in Winnemucca, Nev., on Tuesday night to watch the presidential debate between former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


PHILADELPHIA -- Ever since President Joe Biden ended his reelection campaign, former president Donald Trump has been sour and on the defensive. His new opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, made clear in their scorching debate here Tuesday night that she will spend the next two months trying to keep him there.
If debates matter, this one should. But the overriding question in such a divided country is whether it will.
The final weeks of the campaign promise to be as contentious as the 90-minute encounter at the National Constitution Center hosted by ABC News, with polls showing no clear leader and a nation hanging nervously on the outcome. If there were doubts about Harris's ability to weather what will be a brutal stretch, they were at least partially answered with her sharp and steady performance on Tuesday. But given the state of the race, neither candidate can afford missteps or mistakes.
Harris, who was under pressure to define herself more fully to voters who barely know her, did so less by outlining her positions on policies -- though she did some of that -- and more by being vigorous and unrelenting in attacking Trump. She played prosecutor from start to finish. She called him a threat to the future of the country if he is returned to the Oval Office. She portrayed him as obsessed with himself rather than the people he seeks to serve. She detailed his criminal convictions and the indictments against him. She even needled him about crowd sizes. It was a dominating performance. Trump has not been challenged so directly and so consistently in his political life. No wonder he misses Biden.
Trump was ill-prepared for this Harris. He previously had disparaged her personally, questioning her intelligence and her identity. When cornered at the debate, he used the issue of immigration as his crutch to counterattack, but he also went on numerous flights of fancy and outright lies, without success. His most loyal supporters will no doubt be happy with how he handled himself, with his relentless attacks on the record of Biden and Harris -- especially on the economy, immigration and foreign policy.
But others, including some Republican elected officials, will see the degree to which he fell short. Maybe Trump recognized that as well. He showed up in the spin room after the debate, a rarity and an obvious sign of his need to try to make the case to reporters that he had failed to make on the debate stage.

Trump participates in Tuesday night's debate at National Constitution Center in Philadelphia. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


His strategy, to the extent he had one, seemed to be to appeal only to his loyal base. Given how close the contest between the two is, he seems to be betting that's all he will need to win in November. Harris, with her turn-the-page appeal, appeared more interested than he in expanding her support just enough to squeak through in November.
Ahead of the debate, much of the commentary focused on what she needed to do and the risks for her of a weak performance. By answering those questions on the strength of her presentation, she now will try to keep the focus on him. If this debate is any indication, the next months could find him in a constantly sour mood.
Barring a joint decision by Trump and Harris to meet for a second debate -- Harris's camp said Tuesday night that they wanted one -- Tuesday's encounter could be the last major event of the campaign. As such, it marked a pivot point in the election after an unprecedented two months that saw Biden end his candidacy, an assassination attempt against Trump, two upbeat national conventions and now the first head-to-head encounter between the two nominees.
From here forward, amid candidate rallies and a barrage of messaging, the campaigns will begin to shift their emphasis to mobilizing voters. Hundreds of millions of dollars will be poured into television and digital advertising, but with early voting starting in some states later this month, the priority now will be on banking votes ahead of Election Day and then maximizing overall turnout on Nov. 5.
But while their campaigns focus on voter turnout, the two candidates will wage an extended version of what Americans saw on the debate stage Tuesday night. Trump has proven resilient politically despite years of lies, an attempt to subvert the 2020 election and his undisciplined persona. Harris, new to the presidential campaign trail and less well known, must continue to demonstrate her durability.
But Harris has another mission, and it was on display Tuesday night, which is to continue to heighten fears about another Trump presidency. Democratic strategists say the more the former president is in the spotlight, the better Harris's chances.
Trump did nothing to offer voters a new portrait. This was the same Trump whom voters have seen for nearly nine years -- an attack politician, one who thrives on personal grievance. He is as well defined as any politician can be, for those who love him and those who loathe him. The act is old -- and to about half the country, it is disqualifying. Yet with nearly all of the other half in his corner, it has been enough to keep the race as close as it is.
It was Harris who perhaps surprised people on Tuesday. Criticized for failing to do many interviews, questioned about her ability to hold her own in unscripted moments, she made an impression on those who watched, especially women, according to one Democratic strategist who observed a dial group of voters. In the weeks ahead, Harris's support among women could become the decisive factor in the outcome of the election.
The turning point in the debate came when the issue of abortion was raised. Harris had deflected an opening question about whether Americans are better off today than they were four years ago -- the classic question posed by Ronald Reagan in his 1980 debate with then-incumbent Jimmy Carter. Instead of answering directly, she ducked the answer by laying out policies she said would help the middle class.
But when the moderators -- David Muir and Linsey Davis -- turned to abortion, she found her voice and apparent newfound confidence. From that moment on, she was in command. Trump, despite repeated attempts to unnerve her, failed to do so.

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during Tuesday night's debate. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Still, this was but one moment in a campaign in which so many voters seem locked into their choice. For all the upheaval of the past two months, and for all that Trump has said and done, including his felony convictions and personal attacks on Harris, the 2024 election could hardly be closer.
With Biden's departure, Harris went from understudy to lead Democratic actor overnight and rode a wave of enthusiasm out of her convention in Chicago last month. Beginning at a time when Democrats feared Biden could not win the election, Harris has moved the polls by four to five points in all the battlegrounds, according to The Washington Post's poll average.
She has done a good job of consolidating Democrats around her candidacy, in contrast to Biden. Yet all that accomplished was to turn the 2024 election into a dogfight.
Nationally, with eight weeks remaining, the contest is a statistical dead heat. The seven battlegrounds that will decide the outcome -- Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, North Carolina, Georgia, Nevada and Arizona -- are seemingly even tighter, based on poll averages by four different organizations: The Post, the New York Times, RealClearPolitics and 538.
North Carolina and Nevada are tied, according to these averages. Harris is up an average of two percentage points in Michigan. Georgia and Arizona are somewhere between tied and showing Trump up by a percentage point. Pennsylvania, which many analysts see as the key to the election, shows Harris with a lead of one to two percentage points.
The only battleground state where one candidate has a lead of more than two percentage points on average is Wisconsin, where Harris has on average a three-percentage-point edge. But in four of the past six elections in Wisconsin, including 2020 and 2016, the winner's margin has been a percentage point or less, suggesting a down-to-the-wire contest there.
For Democrats, the mere fact that they are back in the race has been a morale boost. But there's a warning from past elections that continues to give them pause. In both 2016 and 2020, Trump outperformed the polls. In his first campaign, that was enough to win. In 2020, it wasn't.
In the three northern battlegrounds, pre-election polls understated Trump's eventual support by three points in Michigan, three points in Pennsylvania and five points in Wisconsin. At the same time, the RealClearPolitics averages show Trump running ahead of his support this year compared with four years ago.

Former president Donald Trump speaks to reporters in the spin room in Philadelphia following Tuesday night's presidential debate. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


Democrats are judged to have a powerful ground game, as they proved in the 2022 midterms when they performed far better than polls and predictions had suggested. Their get-out-the-vote operation is fueled by thousands of volunteers, some working at the direction of the campaign and others taking the initiative by outside groups or on their own.
But when Trump is on the ballot, he has proved to be a powerful motivator for the Republican base, even in the absence of state-by-state infrastructure. Democrats know they have to work to get their voters to the polls and worry that Trump's supporters will get there on their own.
In an election this extraordinarily close, everything matters -- debates, messaging, advertising, enthusiasm, where and when the candidates campaign. Harris has claimed she is the underdog and, given the surprise Trump pulled off in 2016, that's probably the right posture to take. She came to the debate ready to prove something and did, and on the biggest stage to date. But she cannot let up. There is no margin for error.
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Democrats cheer -- and Republicans dismiss -- Taylor Swift's Harris endorsement
Democrats hailed "cultural icon" Taylor Swift's endorsement of Kamala Harris after the debate. Donald Trump said he had "no idea" about it. 
By Niha Masih, Annabelle Timsit | 2024-09-11

Taylor Swift's Instagram post endorsing Kamala Harris. (Pedro Ugarte/AFP/Getty Images)


Democrats are embracing Taylor Swift's endorsement of Kamala Harris for president, calling the megastar's backing "huge" for her campaign -- while some Republicans have been quick to dismiss it, and others have warned her against alienating Donald Trump voters.
The pop star, one of the most famous celebrities in the world, waded into the contentious 2024 election with a message to her 283 million Instagram followers shortly after the debate between Vice President Harris and former president Trump ended Tuesday night. Swift said Harris "fights for the rights and causes I believe need a warrior to champion them." Her decision to speak out came after Trump embraced AI-generated images of Swift appearing to endorse him. This "really conjured up my fears around [artificial intelligence], and the dangers of spreading misinformation," Swift wrote.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Harris's running mate, said as he learned the news live on MSNBC, "That's the type of courage we need in America." Patting his heart and grinning, Walz said he was "incredibly grateful" to Swift for her "eloquent" and "clear" message. Walz called on Swifties -- as fans of the pop star are known -- to "give us a hand, get things going."
Swift's endorsement post racked up nearly 2.5 million likes within a half-hour as reactions poured in. It was shared more than 1 million times within six hours.
Swift's fans could become a force in the presidential election. The singer and performer has surged in popularity and is viewed increasingly favorably by most American men, women and Democrats, and her favorability has improved since the last election cycle among independents and Republicans. In a May poll, 1 in 10 women, Americans under 35 and independents said that a Swift endorsement might influence their vote at least a little -- and as The Washington Post's Philip Bump previously wrote in a column, "This is probably overstated, but a Swiftian nudge would not do nothing."
"She is a cultural icon," California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) told reporters about Swift after the debate. He warned Trump to disparage Swift's endorsement "at your own peril."
"Her speaking out is a big darn deal," said Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro (D). "... That's a huge endorsement."
Trump -- who initially said "I have no idea" in response to a question about Swift's endorsement of his rival -- said the singer is a "very liberal person" and suggested that her political moves would cost her sales. "She'll probably pay a price for it in the marketplace," Trump said Wednesday on "Fox & Friends."
Brian Hughes, the Trump campaign's spokesman, earlier declined to comment on Swift's endorsement, saying, "I'm not a teeny-bopper."
Trump also said he prefers the partner of another football player, whom he called "Mrs. Mahomes." Trump was referring to Brittany Mahomes, who is married to Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes and has reportedly  liked some social media comments and posts that were supportive of Trump. Mahomes is a close friend and teammate of Travis Kelce, whom Swift is dating.
Conservative media personality Megyn Kelly called Swift's endorsement "disgusting" and predicted that it would cost her support among Republicans. "You can kiss your sales to the Republican audience goodbye, Taylor. Hope you enjoyed them while you had them," she said on "The Megyn Kelly Show."
Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.) said he liked Swift's music but wanted "to live in a world where liberals make my art and conservatives make my laws."
Former Dallas County GOP chair Jennifer Stoddard-Hajdu questioned how many of Swift's fans vote and said on local ABC affiliate television station WFAA, "I don't think that a pop star or Hollywood is going to be a big factor in this election."
In 2020, Swift endorsed the Biden-Harris ticket, and many of her fans had been waiting to see whether the pop star would back Harris in this election. Swifties had already been lining up behind Harris even before the endorsement. More than 34,000 joined the "Swifties for Kamala" call in August and raised more than $122,000.
The account Swifties for Kamala, which has more than 77,000 followers on X, said it was "thrilled" about Swift's endorsement. "We never doubted Taylor would endorse at the right time because we know that her values align with Harris and our community," the group posted.
Alongside her endorsement, Swift posted a photo of herself with her cat Benjamin Button and signed off as a "childless cat lady" -- embracing the phrase that Trump's running mate, Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), has used to criticize people without children.
Democrats hailed the timing of the announcement, which followed what they described as a strong debate performance by Harris. MSNBC anchor Lawrence O'Donnell called it "the most important celebrity endorsement" he had ever seen, given the tight race. "The timing on it is absolutely exquisite. The wording of it is flawless," he said on air.
Praising Harris's debate performance, late-night host Stephen Colbert said that nothing could have made Tuesday night any better for the vice president. But after playing a clip of Swift's endorsement news, he added: "I stand corrected."
Hannah Knowles contributed to this report.
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Post-debate, the optimum 2024 political outcome comes into view
A Harris presidency, tempered by a Republican-led Senate, might finally revive a more normal politics.
By George F. Will | 2024-09-12

Vice President Kamala Harris at a campaign rally in Savannah, Ga., on Aug. 29. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


Hours before Tuesday's debate, the Congressional Budget Office released a report that, were the CBO not scrupulously nonpolitical, would have seemed impertinent. It presented, in the bland language of a weather report, data that the debate moderators evidently considered too trivial to mention, a gross misjudgment for which both candidates probably were grateful.
Without saying so, the CBO report implicitly forecast stormy political weather. It said that in August the government added $381 billion to the nation's debt, and that by Sept. 30, the end of the fiscal year, the one-year deficit will exceed $2 trillion. Predictable developments (debt service, which already exceeds defense spending, precluding proper defense and other spending) and divisive choices (about pruning the entitlement state and addressing national security needs) within a decade will convulse U.S. politics.
But through the rhetorical fog in Philadelphia, one could glimpse a tantalizing possibility, a precondition for coping with the coming turbulence. The restoration of normal politics will require two things: The removal of Donald Trump -- that Krakatau of volcanic, incoherent, fact-free bombast -- from public life. And the rekindling of an irrepressible conflict.
It is between progressivism, of which Kamala Harris is full to overflowing, and actual conservatism, about which Trump is contemptuous. As he ages, he mimics progressivism's politics of throwing government's weight around.
Harris arrived in Philadelphia prepared to talk coherently, a departure from three years of public appearances during which she seemed oblivious of the need to prepare. To critics who say she seemed "scripted," the sensible response is: At last she has accepted her need for scripts. She has shed her misplaced confidence in her ability to forego forethought.
In the debate, she achieved three things. First, to the substantial portion of the television audience who knew next to nothing about her, and nothing at all about her proclivity for rhetorical gaseousness, she resembled a plausible president -- more so than the former president. Second, she befuddled him into repetitious digressions about his abhorrence of immigrants -- and his admiration of foreign strongmen who are in awe of his strength. Third, she imparted fresh momentum to her somewhat flagging "golly, this is fun" one-note campaign.
This election pits someone whose current persona is obviously synthetic against someone whose dishonesty in the service of his egotism is scarily authentic. Now, however, traditional conservatives can envision the least unpalatable November outcome. They have an unenthralled understanding of government's proper scope and actual competence. So, their preferred outcome would be the election of Harris, and of a Republican Senate to regularly remind her that most Americans disagree with most of what she believes.
Disbelieve almost everything she has said for weeks in disavowing almost everything she said for years while reciting progressivism's catechism. She seems to have no more agency than does an iron filing drawn to a magnet. The pull of her party's progressive base, whose Bay Area faction incubated her political persona, means that she would be a progressive president.
Or as much of one as the Supreme Court (progressives since Woodrow Wilson have disrespected the separation of powers) and a Republican Senate would permit. Then, in 2028, Republicans could offer a choice, not a Trumpian echo of progressives' executive highhandedness, fiscal profligacy and economic intrusiveness: his industrial policy (protectionism) against theirs.
The past eight years have illustrated the impossibility of having just one healthy party. If one of them, drunk on 100-proof grievance populism, careens into a ditch, the other, sensing an opportunity to go on a bender of condescending progressivism, finds its own ditch. ("Are you deplorables too dense to understand that your cars, stoves, air conditioners and hamburgers are murdering the planet?")
If in 2028 Democrats have held the presidency for eight years, and for four years Republicans have stopped inhaling Trump's fetid fumes, the momentous contest for the Republicans' 2028 nomination will decide: Will meaningful two-party politics be restored by the revival of traditional conservatism?
The good news about bad presidencies is that Americans' unhealthy expectations for presidents -- as visionaries, prophets, economic savants, society's healers and political pastors -- might collapse under the weight of childish hopes. A nation that entrusts the presidency to Harris after consigning it to Trump and then Joe Biden might lower its expectations for that office, making them commensurate with the capacities of recent occupants.
Americans who say they hate politics actually hunger for it -- for the normal give-and-take of bargaining. They are embarrassed by Trump's infantile comportment, and especially his insistence that the America they love is a "failing nation."
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Palestinian prime minister: A day-after plan for Gaza
The path forward won't be easy. But it is within reach.
By Mohammad Mustafa | 2024-09-12

Palestinian children sit among the rubble of a destroyed mosque near the Deir al-Balah refugee camp in central Gaza on Sept. 3. (Hussam al-Masri/Reuters)


Mohammad Mustafa is the Palestinian prime minister.
Five weeks ago marked 300 days of the war on Gaza. Such levels of mass killing, destruction, forced displacement and starvation of our people are unprecedented in recent history.
In Gaza, fear and despair dominate as bombs relentlessly fall. Families huddle together in makeshift shelters, their homes reduced to rubble. Schools and hospitals, once havens, have become targets. Children's cries of terror pierce the night as parents struggle to protect them. The stench of death hangs in the air, with hurried burials offering little dignity. Starvation and privation intensify, with food, clean water and medical supplies scarce and dwindling. War crimes and massacres weigh heavily on a people who have suffered far too long.
Yet amid this devastation, there is resilience, a refusal to surrender to despair. This suffering, a consequence of both war and prolonged occupation, must end for peace and stability to be achieved.
Since its formation in April, my government has been working tirelessly to stabilize the deteriorating situation in the West Bank while also preparing for "the day after" in the Gaza Strip. We are committed to the welfare, security and dignity of our people, and to leading recovery and reconstruction efforts once a permanent cease-fire is achieved. This will take place in parallel to continuing the implementation of essential reforms to consolidate the foundations for an independent Palestinian state.
With a permanent cease-fire, the Palestinian government stands ready to resume responsibility for the Gaza Strip, leading efforts to fully integrate governance across both it and the West Bank. This integration is essential not only for effective relief, recovery and reconstruction in Gaza, but also as a step toward the broader goal of achieving a permanent political agreement in line with international law and a two-state solution.
Our "One Palestine" vision, rooted in the unity of the Palestinian people and our shared identity, is central to this effort. As we steadfastly pursue an end to the Israeli military occupation and the realization of our right to self-determination, these principles will guide the rebuilding and governance of Gaza, addressing the unprecedented humanitarian crisis and laying the foundation for lasting peace and stability.
However, we cannot achieve this alone. The sweeping destruction and vast recovery needs in Gaza demand a coordinated and robust response from the international community. Governing Gaza, restoring essential services, rebuilding homes and infrastructure, and stabilizing the lives and livelihoods of our people will require significant international commitment and support. Without global solidarity and action, the path to recovery and lasting peace will be unattainable.
Supporting and facilitating a nonpartisan Palestinian government is crucial for governing and serving our people across Gaza and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. Empowering the Palestinian Authority to deliver responsive, transparent and accountable governance is the only legitimate and viable path forward. This approach is essential not only for rebuilding Gaza but also for ensuring that the broader region moves toward an equitable, just and prosperous future.
Our day-after plan for governing Gaza is part of a broader effort to empower the Palestinian government, rebuild trust among our citizens, and reinforce the foundations of democracy at both the local and national levels. It is structured around the following key pillars:
Immediate relief and early recovery efforts, under the leadership and strategic coordination of the Palestinian government, will need to be supported by the U.N. Relief and Works Agency, other specialized U.N. agencies, donors and international partners already active in Gaza, in addition to Palestinian private-sector and civil-society institutions. Priorities include debris removal, dignified temporary shelter and the restoration of essential services such as water, sanitation, energy, health and education. Immediate support for livelihood restoration and economic recovery is also critical. These efforts will be closely coordinated with Palestinian ministries and agencies. A Gaza Early Recovery Committee will be established to align all efforts with the government's broader relief, recovery and reconstruction plan.
An independent agency will be established to lead, coordinate and manage all reconstruction and long-term recovery efforts in Gaza. This agency will operate with full financial and managerial independence and be subject to audits according to the highest international standards. Oversight will be provided by a board of directors comprising respected Palestinian figures, including members of the diaspora. To ensure transparency and accountability, a Gaza reconstruction trust fund will be established at the World Bank, with fiduciary oversight and guidance provided by an international advisory board.
Restoring security and the rule of law in Gaza will require restructuring its police force as well as reintegrating and rationalizing staff based on capacity and need. This process will include personnel from both before and after 2007, contingent on successful vetting and capacity assessment. Senior police leadership, appointed by the Palestinian government, will also coordinate with the heads of municipal councils to ensure efficient and responsive local governance. International partners will play a crucial role in providing necessary equipment and support for capacity building. Additionally, international security assistance may be sought by the Palestinian government as needed. Border control in Gaza will be managed by the Palestinian Authority, with interim international support from relevant actors, as with the European Union Border Assistance Mission of 2005.
Our plan emphasizes the vital need to integrate and harmonize institutions and civil service across the West Bank and Gaza. To facilitate this, we will appoint interim senior leadership for government institutions in Gaza, serving temporarily until permanent managers are selected through a transparent, merit-based process. Staff will be selected based on technical needs, with all personnel decisions adhering to meritocratic and transparent criteria.
As an immediate step to restore and reintegrate local governance in Gaza and ensure local ownership of the recovery, I will appoint independent and highly qualified local figures to the municipal and local councils for one year. These councils will be provided with budgets to support local projects that meet urgent needs and deliver tangible benefits to the people of Gaza, under clear guidelines set by my government. At the end of this one-year transition period, local government elections will be held in both the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to ensure democratic engagement, participation and representation in local governance.
The unprecedented destruction in Gaza demands not only serious global support but also a collective commitment to reconstruction and recovery. We call on our Arab neighbors and all partner nations to stand with us in this monumental effort. Together, we can address the immediate needs of our people, restore essential services, rebuild the economy and rekindle hope.
This path, though challenging, is the only viable way forward -- one that lays the foundations for lasting peace, security and prosperity. It is not just about our future as the Palestinian people, our steadfast pursuit of self-determination, and our right to live in freedom and dignity; it is about ensuring stability and a better future for all people in the region.
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What kind of commander would Harris be? Here's what colleagues expect.
Harris is "more hard-line than most people think," says a retired four-star general who has briefed her many times.
By David Ignatius | 2024-09-12

From left, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Charles Q. Brown, Vice President Kamala Harris, President Joe Biden and Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin in Arlington to mark the 23rd anniversary of 9/11. (Shawn Thew/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Would Kamala Harris make a good president and commander in chief? The vice president certainly strengthened her case with a deft performance in Tuesday night's debate. To use a combat metaphor, she appeared to encircle and at times overwhelm her adversary.
 Harris was forceful in discussing America's role in the world and her commitment to a strong, secure nation. She stole some of former president Donald Trump's lines, calling him a "disgrace," a weak leader and a man manipulated by the flattery of dictators.
But skillful performance as a debater isn't the same thing as executive leadership. Baiting an opponent on television isn't preparation for making decisions in the Situation Room. So it's important to examine how Harris would perform on national security issues in office if she won the presidency.
To get a better sense of her potential strengths and weaknesses, I interviewed more than a half-dozen current or former officials who have observed her in the Situation Room or other sensitive national security meetings.
They all expressed versions of the same basic theme: Harris behaves like the prosecutor she was for much of her career. She's skeptical, probing, sometimes querulous. She can be impatient and demanding. But she asks good questions. And if she's convinced of the need, she's not afraid to act. "She's more hard-line than most people think," said one retired four-star general who has briefed her many times.
One top member of her staff put it this way: "She's always the same person, pushing for information, making sure people aren't bulls----ing her." Having watched her often in discussions about using military force, he concluded: "Her approach is to measure twice, cut once. But she's not afraid to take the shot."
Based on these and other conversations, I can offer a narrative of the "hidden Harris" as she was involved in key national security decisions during the Biden administration. My sources requested anonymity, but each detail in this account comes from someone who was with Harris when the events happened.
Harris got off to what her aides agree was a bumpy start with her intelligence briefer. During the administration's first year, the briefer was presenting a classified personality profile of a female foreign leader Harris would be meeting. The briefer was a woman, but Harris thought some of the language she was using was gender-biased. Rather than just voicing her discomfort, Harris requested a CIA internal review.
The result, never previously reported, was an internal assessment by the intelligence community of whether analysts had routinely used gender-biased language in intelligence reports. The review examined several years of analytical reports, comparing how often certain words had been used about women and men. Harris was so concerned that she asked intelligence agencies to train their analysts to avoid any such bias in the future. She also requested more reporting from the intelligence community on gender issues and sexual violence around the world.
Though she is said to have been pleased by the agency's responsiveness to her concerns, after that first year she dropped the personal, one-to-one briefing.
A spokesman for Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines declined to comment on the gender-bias review. The ODNI oversees the President's Daily Brief and other reports to top officials, but many of them are prepared by analysts at the CIA.
The Biden team's first big national security crisis was Afghanistan in mid-2021, and Harris played an interesting role. Philip H. Gordon, her  national security adviser, agreed with the Pentagon that President Joe Biden's plan to pull all U.S. troops from Kabul would be unwise. Biden strongly disagreed. Harris pressed the Pentagon briefers about what would happen if 2,500 U.S. troops remained, as the military wanted. Would the Taliban resume attacks on Americans -- and would more U.S. troops be needed to protect the residual force? Pentagon officials conceded that additional forces might indeed be necessary.
Harris backed Biden's decision to pull all the troops out -- which led to a collapse of the Afghan government and a chaotic, bloody withdrawal. On that issue, and all other major ones, she was careful to always support Biden when he'd made his choice -- as vice presidents nearly always do.
The border problem vexed Harris during her first year, and it remains a campaign issue now. Biden asked her to take charge of stemming immigration from the so-called Northern Triangle of Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador. In a June 2021 speech in Guatemala, she delivered a sensible message: Stay home. But that was unpopular with progressive Democrats, and the White House left Harris holding the bag.
Though Republicans have tried to tag her as "border czar," it's more accurate to say that she was captive of the administration's sluggish and reactive policy. Democrats were allergic to anything that looked like Trump's harsh border enforcement measures. When Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra was reluctant to shoulder responsibility for overcrowded facilities, leaving blame to rest with Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, Harris stood with Mayorkas, telling him after a key White House meeting, "I saw exactly what went on in there."
The Ukraine war has been the administration's biggest foreign policy challenge. Harris was fully involved in the run-up. When Gen. Mark A. Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, warned the administration in October 2021 that the Russians were preparing to invade, one participant in the briefing remembers Harris pressing him for details: "How fast can the Russians move? What kind of units do they have? What are their capabilities?"
On the eve of the invasion, Harris personally delivered to President Volodymyr Zelensky the decisive intelligence that the Russians were coming. The meeting took place at the Munich Security Conference, days before the Russian invasion on Feb. 22.
Zelensky was still dubious about the invasion and questioned Harris's troop numbers. "You're wrong," Harris told him bluntly. "They're going in." She pressed Zelensky on whether he had a plan to defend Kyiv and to leave the city if necessary. The Russians did indeed come across the border. Zelensky bravely stayed and fought. He reportedly tweaked the administration later for having talked about possible evacuation, saying: "I need ammunition, not a ride."
Through the Ukraine war, Harris has shared Biden's twin objectives of supporting Ukraine's armed resistance and avoiding a U.S. war with Russia -- goals that have sometimes been in conflict. This debate now focuses on whether the United States should remove its limits on Ukrainian use of long-range ATACMS missiles, to allow them to strike targets deep inside Russia.
Harris, characteristically, has made a lawyerly assessment of pros and cons. She and her advisers have queried whether, given the limited number of ATACMS available, they might be more useful striking Russian targets in occupied Crimea -- especially given intelligence reports that Russia has pulled its aircraft that target Ukraine back to bases beyond the missiles' 300-kilometer range. Another concern for the Harris team is whether the Russians might retaliate by giving long-range missiles to adversaries, such as the Houthis in Yemen, further threatening Red Sea shipping and perhaps Israel.
Harris hasn't been convinced that helping Ukraine strike deep inside Russia would be a good trade-off for the United States. But Biden is said to be exploring a possible relaxation of rules, and Harris undoubtedly will support his decision. Colleagues say she has taken a similarly measured approach to other issues of escalation risk.
A key moment was October 2022, when Russia signaled it might use tactical nuclear weapons to prevent a collapse of its forces after they had fled Kharkiv and Kherson. Harris joined a discussion of "what if" questions: Might the Russians demonstrate using a tactical nuke, over the ocean, say, or fire one in Ukraine? How big a bomb? How many casualties would result? How would the United States respond? In the end, the Russians conveyed to senior U.S. officials that they didn't intend to use tactical nukes.
On the Middle East, Harris has privately voiced the same mix of goals she described in Tuesday's debate. She's committed to defending Israel's security but thinks too many Palestinian civilians have died and that the war must end now with a cease-fire and hostage release. That's Biden's position, too -- balancing complex and possibly irreconcilable goals.
Through nearly four years, Harris has had a seat at the table on the most sensitive national security issues. Her careful approach has mirrored Biden's. Hawks might argue that she has been too cautious, on supplying weapons to Ukraine, for example. Progressives might argue that she has been too ready to support use of military force, by Ukraine or Israel.
Harris as commander in chief would continue the traditional bipartisan foreign policy consensus. That should reassure allies who want a forward-leaning America, and it might worry those who think we're overextended.
Lawyers have played a decisive role in national security policy -- from Dean Acheson to Jake Sullivan. Harris would sustain that long line of lawyerly balancers and trimmers who weigh risks and benefits before they take action. She might turn a page in our domestic life, but not so much in foreign policy.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/09/12/harris-commander-predictions-colleagues/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The future of smartphones
Edith Pritchett cartoon on the future of smartphones
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-09-12

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Harris: 1, Trump: 0. Rematch?
Kamala Harris had Donald Trump on the ropes. But there was no knockout.
By Charles Lane, Dana Milbank, Megan McArdle, Jim Geraghty | 2024-09-12
The presidential debate between Donald Trump and Kamala Harris is now behind us -- and the consensus is that Trump lost. But does that change the race? Four of our columnists -- Charles Lane, Megan McArdle, Dana Milbank and Jim Geraghty -- sat down to discuss the day-after vibes.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Charles Lane: Did you guys think Trump had any strong moments?
Dana Milbank: I mean, look, I am worried about my pet. So, you know, I'm very glad that he followed JD Vance in bringing up all those people who are coming to eat our cats and dogs.
No. His closing was strong. But I think in each part it was basically hit a button and hear a little piece of his stump speech.
Jim Geraghty: I think what's going to be so frustrating for Republicans is that you can see the outlines of a much better performance -- maybe even a race-winning performance -- by tying her to the last 31/2 years. You've been there for 31/2 years, why haven't you done any of this stuff? And what do you want to do that [President Joe] Biden doesn't want to do? What is he not letting you do?
My suspicion is that the differences between Biden and Harris on policy are generally pretty small. The average American wouldn't notice them. And so, you know, there's great potential there. And Trump did get to that at the very end. But it was overshadowed by his performance from the rest of the night.
Megan McArdle: I actually thought he was stronger than her in the opening few moments, when he sounded kind of fluent and very confident, and she sounded weak.
The other moment where I thought he turned the tables very effectively was when he said, "When would you ban abortion? What restrictions would you accept?" And she just said like, "Come on!" She didn't answer the question because she does not want to say that she would not restrict abortion at any time, including in the eighth and ninth months -- which is not a majority position even within the Democratic Party, much less on in the general electorate.
Charles Lane: I'm with you, Megan, on that.
And the other point is, we're joking about the cats and dogs thing because it's so off-the-charts crazy. But I want to just drill down on what's particularly upsetting about that. What Trump is talking about is a town in Ohio where as many as 15,000 Haitians have been settled in a very short period of time.
This is a completely made up internet thing he's tapped into. It's very racist. It's false. And yet, on the other hand, there is a real issue there. What does it mean for a town of fewer than 60,000 people being asked to take in and house and provide health care and education for so many people who speak a different language, practically overnight?
And that's what's so frustrating to me about that moment in the debate. There's an actual question: What can be done about that? Of course, Trump is happy to demagogue. But Harris kind of ignored it, too. And I just think that characterizes what's wrong with this whole campaign.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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The hidden reason many governments may be moving capital cities
Some countries are moving their capitals. Are they trying to hide from public and media scrutiny?
By Filipe Campante | 2024-09-12

A view of Indonesia's presidential palace in the future capital, Nusantara, during the country's Independence Day celebrations on Aug. 17. (Bay Ismoyo/ AFP/Getty Images)


Filipe Campante is the Bloomberg distinguished professor of international economics at Johns Hopkins University.
Indonesia's President Joko Widodo recently held his first cabinet meeting in the new capital city of Nusantara. The yet-to-be-finished capital is several hundred miles away from Jakarta. Not to be outdone, Egypt has been pouring massive resources into a new capital 30 miles from Cairo. Both projects have been budgeted in the tens of billions of dollars -- no small amount for the two countries.
These are recent examples of a surprisingly common phenomenon: countries moving the site of their national government, often from a crowded megacity to a more isolated location. Examples abound from the past century or so -- from Brazil, Pakistan and Nigeria to the more recent cases of Kazakhstan and Myanmar -- and even more if we consider ongoing plans from South Korea to Equatorial Guinea.
The stated reasons are also familiar: The capital is too crowded and unlivable; the seat of government should be more centrally located; the change will draw people to a sparsely populated area. Yet cases like these could also involve less lofty goals: insulation from the pressures that large numbers of people place on governments.
Equatorial Guinea's dictator Teodoro Obiang Nguema, for instance, wasn't particularly shy about his pet project: "We need a secure place for my government and for future governments. That's why we have created Oyala, to guarantee the government of Equatorial Guinea." In the late 1950s, Brazilian President Juscelino Kubitschek voiced a similar concern when he decided to move the capital away from Rio de Janeiro, saying that "a streetcar strike in Rio might bring down the president."
This pressure sometimes comes from the press. Research by Quoc-Anh Do, from Monash University, and me has shown that in U.S. states with more isolated capitals -- think of Albany, N.Y., or Springfield, Ill. -- state politicians tend to receive less newspaper coverage than lawmakers in other states. After all, readers are most interested in events where they live. The result is a less informed and engaged state electorate, less inclined or able to hold their politicians accountable.
In some countries, more dangerous pressure on politicians can come from the street. A crowd of demonstrators in the capital poses a more direct threat to whoever is in power. If this is true in the United States, as illustrated by the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection, it is even more possible with fragile governments. It is not surprising that Egypt, where protests in Cairo brought down a government 13 years ago, would consider such a move. Maybe Bangladesh will be next?
Our research also shows that, in the United States and around the world, the insulation provided by a distant capital can influence the quality of governance. State governments in more isolated U.S. capitals have experienced more instances of corruption than capitals in populous urban areas. We measured this by looking at the average number of federal convictions of state officials for corruption-related crimes between 1976 and 2002.
Consider two roughly comparable cases: New York state is measured as about twice as corrupt as Massachusetts, with its capital in Boston; the difference is even larger for Illinois (and Springfield) compared with Indiana (and Indianapolis).
Four of the past 10 Illinois governors have gone to federal prison. In New York, in the past 10 years a former speaker of the House and Senate majority leader have as well. While we can never be sure that a politician would have behaved differently in another context under greater scrutiny, it is possible that politicians are freer to misbehave where there is less public pressure.
Our data also reveal that autocratic regimes with more isolated capitals have lower scores as measured by the World Bank's World Governance Indicators.
Does this mean that the capital city moves under consideration or underway are bad ideas? The problems of congestion and the benefits of spreading out population are real. Yet proponents of such moves should open their plans up to scrutiny and ask whether it would be possible to achieve their goals by choosing existing, less-crowded cities. Isolated capitals require greater vigilance, and civil society in Indonesia or Egypt or anywhere else should keep that in mind.
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Democrats are making a risky bet in Arizona. It could decide the election.
Reproductive rights are a priority for many -- but not for all.
By Leon Krauze | 2024-09-12

Rep. Juan Ciscomani, a Republican representing Arizona's 6th Congressional District (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post); and his Democratic challenger, Kirsten Engel (Mamta Popat/Arizona Daily Star/AP) 


The House race in Arizona's 6th Congressional District, a key battleground where November's election is likely to be decided, provides important insights into the state's Latino electorate. Like elsewhere in the country, Democrats are wagering that they can win with their pledge to protect reproductive rights. It's a risky bet. While crisscrossing the district earlier this month, I found that many pro-choice Latinas are still wary of voting for Vice President Kamala Harris.
The race is tied within the margin of error, and at first glance it appears to be a repeat of the race that occurred two years ago. In 2022, Republican Juan Ciscomani, a Mexican immigrant who served in Gov. Doug Ducey's administration, narrowly defeated Democrat Kirsten Engel, a state senator and law professor with expertise in environmental issues.
The contrast between Ciscomani's and Engel's platforms is clear: The Republican is focusing on the economy and border security, while Engel has centered most of her appeal to voters on reproductive rights, especially among Hispanic women.
"They are the real backbone of these issues," Engel told me in a recent interview. "They are very strong and articulate on the importance of the issue of abortion access and reproductive health care."
At first glance, Engel's strategy makes sense. In the two years since the Dobbs decision, women in Arizona have faced the prospect of draconian bans in their own state and witnessed the consequences of similar prohibitions in neighboring states. But as I arrived in the state, I had my doubts. Some national trends have Latinos crossing from the Democratic to the Republican side, many swayed by Donald Trump's harsh talk on border security -- rhetoric often echoed by Ciscomani.
Two weeks ago, as temperatures across Arizona exceeded 100 degrees, Athena Vazquez made her way to Civano Nursery, a large garden center where a covered retail area provides respite from the summer sun. A second-generation Mexican American, Vazquez grew up in southern Tucson, a neighborhood that bridges the urban corridor and the state's more conservative, rural borderlands. One in 4 voters in the district are Latino, and voters such as Vazquez are highly sought-after.
With the election two months away, Vazquez told me she remains undecided. She feels that Harris adopts positions out of political expediency ("She targets what people want to hear, not what she will actually do"), and she is waiting to see whether Trump "brings something new to the table."
Although Vazquez, who is 30 years old, has yet to pick a candidate, she has identified a priority: reproductive rights. "My issues are women-related," she said. "Being able to make decisions over my body is important to me. Many places have passed laws that restrict this right. In Texas, there's an abortion ban; I wouldn't want something like that happening here in Arizona."
Vazquez's comments seemed to validate Democrats' strategy for Arizona. But as I was walking away, her father, Hector Vazquez, called out. A 72-year-old immigrant from Michoacan, Mexico, he had remained silent while I spoke to his daughter. No longer.
"Trump, Trump, Trump!" he shouted. Unlike Athena, Hector said he had made up his mind a while back.
"The decisions Trump makes are for the good of society," he said. "During his time as president, I had more opportunities to use my money." Hector then looked at his daughter and, in no uncertain terms, told her he was against abortion: "Why take away a human being's chance when the government is very helpful to people who can't deal with their child after it's born?"
The younger Vazquez responded immediately. "You must think about what situation caused the pregnancy," she said. "Was it rape? Was it something else? Is the health of the mother at risk? I wouldn't mind limitations on when you're allowed to abort, but otherwise I think it should be a freedom that you have.
"I'm never afraid to get into an argument," she added.
I had a feeling this was not the first time they had disagreed on the matter.
In Arizona, this sort of polarization is palpable. In cities and suburbs, abortion rights are a top concern. But a few dozen miles toward the Mexican border, in the more rural and conservative southern part of the district that Ciscomani won in 2022, I found few echoes of her concerns and plenty of opinions that dismissed abortion as a defining issue in the election.
In Benson, a small town of 5,000 people southeast of Tucson, where walls are covered with murals of the Old West, I met Molly Fenn, a 30-year-old Hispanic mother. As she held her restless 2-year-old son inside the local Speedway, Fenn assured me that the economy and border security would define her vote. "Things are really hard for a lot of people, and I think that over the last several years, we haven't seen much improvement," she said. "I have a baby, and I walk around town a lot with him, and we don't always feel safe if we need to leave the house at night. We understand not all people are bad; some people are genuinely coming to work hard and look for a better life. But there are plenty of people coming across who do have criminal histories."
When I asked her if reproductive rights would factor into her decision, Fenn responded without hesitation: "As a Christian, I don't believe in abortion," she said.
Ciscomani is not surprised by Fenn's priorities. He acknowledged to me that abortion rights are "a very important issue across the entire district," but he insisted that the economy and border security will prove decisive in the election. "I grew up here," Ciscomani said. "The border is what I hear about the most, and also the cost of living. These are the two issues that continue to come up regardless of what room I'm in."
Nevertheless, reproductive freedom organizations in Arizona are undeterred. They believe abortion rights will be the driving force behind a Democratic victory. "For younger Latinas, this is a right that they grew up with," Cheryl Bruce, the campaign manager of Arizona for Abortion Access, told me. "It was legal in the United States for 50 years, and they just had their rights taken away from them. That is a crazy feeling, to know that your mom and your grandmother had more rights than you do now, here in the year 2024."
Bruce's organization led the effort to collect signatures for Proposition 139 -- a measure on Arizona's November ballot to protect abortion rights statewide. More than 800,000 people signed the petition, the largest collection of signatures in the state's history. Bruce is confident the number is an omen for strong Latina turnout in November. "Now they are motivated to get going, turn back out to vote for it and make their voices heard," she said.
Reproductive freedom is clearly an important issue for voters in the 6th District, but it is far from the only one. In all my conversations with Latinas there, I encountered only a few true single-issue voters. Even near liberal Tucson, on the campus of Pima Community College, there was diversity of opinion.
Nayeli Zubiate, a freshman, told me she would vote for Harris because the vice president stands up for reproductive rights. "For a long time, male presidents only thought of helping men," Zubiate said. "Harris would focus on abortion, which I think is very necessary. As women, I feel it's obvious we have to fight for ourselves, all of us together."
But Adelina Miranda, who is studying to become a veterinary technician, told me that she grew up in a religious household with a "very conservative" mother who was born in Mexico. "I know that abortion is a big issue in this election, but for me, it's not considered a major issue with all the other things that are going on in the world." Miranda said she is more concerned about her financial security. "I know that I don't want high taxes because I'm not making a whole lot of money. Even in the career that I'm going into, I know that I'm not going to be making a whole lot of money, so I want to keep my money safe."
Adelina considers herself an independent voter, but she plans to vote for Donald Trump. Her reasoning should be a warning for Democrats -- and not only in Arizona.
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America first? Or the United States as the leader of the free world?
Returning Congress to the center of the decision-making process would restore stability to U.S. foreign policy.
By H.W. Brands | 2024-09-12

Left: President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Right: Charles A. Lindbergh. (Getty Images) 


H.W. Brands, professor at the University of Texas at Austin, is the author of "America First: Roosevelt vs. Lindbergh in the Shadow of War," to be released Sept. 24.
Eighty-four years ago, America experienced a presidential election campaign that was historic in two regards. Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1940 was trying to break the unwritten ban on third terms that dated to George Washington. And the central issue of the campaign was whether the United States should set aside a century and a half of diffidence and seize the leading role in world affairs.
Roosevelt believed the United States should. He cautiously nudged a skittish American public toward deeper involvement in the war that had been underway in Europe since September 1939. At the outbreak, when Adolf Hitler's troops invaded Poland, prompting Britain and France to declare war against Germany, Americans were strongly opposed to intervention. Roosevelt's statements endorsed this opposition. But he took steps to align the United States with Britain and France, making it harder for America to remain aloof. The summer of 1940 brought the collapse of France and the near-capture of much of the British army. Roosevelt concluded that American interests required greater aid to Britain -- and a third presidential term for himself.
Roosevelt's nominal opponent was Republican Wendell Willkie. But his most outspoken critic was Charles Lindbergh, the aviator who was to his generation what astronauts would be to a later one. Lindbergh loathed politics, but he was the world's foremost expert on air power, and he felt obliged to correct the common misperception that planes had rendered America suddenly vulnerable to foreign attack. If anything, he explained, intelligently deployed air power made America more secure. With data and logic, he mocked the idea that American defense might require sending troops to Europe. A perimeter defense on the western side of the Atlantic, he argued, would be surer and less likely to produce permanent American entanglement in European affairs.
Lindbergh distrusted Roosevelt, believing the president was using the war as a pretext for clinging to power. Lindbergh warned that if Roosevelt were elected a third time, he'd run a fourth time and be president till he died. Lindbergh also feared Roosevelt's aggrandizement of the presidency at the expense of Congress. Wars always tended to centralize power. This one might do so irretrievably. Lindbergh predicted that a Roosevelt victory would be followed by new aid to Britain, which would lead inevitably to American belligerence against Germany.
Roosevelt won the election, defying the hoary taboo. His first request upon his third inauguration was for a blank-check program of aid to Britain and other countries fighting Germany and its allies, Japan and Italy. When Germany attacked the Soviet Union in the summer of 1941 and Roosevelt directed American aid to the communist dictatorship, Lindbergh observed that Roosevelt's previous argument for America's need to defend democracy against tyranny -- an argument that required ignoring Britain's enormous and utterly undemocratic empire -- now beggared belief entirely.
Roosevelt usually delegated counterattacks to subordinates in his administration and friends in Congress. Lindbergh and the antiwar activists were called Nazi stooges and antisemites. The charges were exaggerated for political effect, but in Lindbergh's case, a stubborn respect for German order and occasional trafficking in stereotypes allowed them to stick. When Roosevelt did weigh in, he employed the terms "fifth-columnist," from the Spanish civil war, and "copperhead," from the American Civil War, both connoting enemies within.
Roosevelt's strategy succeeded brilliantly -- so brilliantly that even before Pearl Harbor blew the antiwar argument out of the water, most Americans had adopted his view that the United States must be the leader of the world and that any who disagreed were un-American or worse. "Isolationist," the pejorative tag for the anti-interventionists, signified not simply a dubious political persuasion but a worrisome state of the soul. As World War II unfolded to reveal the full evil at the heart of the Nazi regime, the reputation of Lindbergh and the antiwar movement fell further.
The effect has persisted. Even today, to brand a person an isolationist is to dismiss that person's argument as beneath regard.
Yet the efforts of Lindbergh are worth revisiting. Nearly everyone who lived through the debate before the United States' entry into World II is dead. Persons who want the Roosevelt consensus on American leadership to continue can no longer rely on the memory of listeners and readers to make their case. A significant wing of the Republican Party apparently requires convincing.
This is a good thing. Democracy is about people governing themselves, not being governed by their grandparents. The world of 2024 isn't the world of 1940. Should America make Ukraine's cause its own? Should we defend Taiwan against China? Evidence both for and against ought to be contemporary rather than historical, based on demonstrable facts rather than dubious analogy. Is Russian President Vladimir Putin another Hitler? Maybe. But the case can't merely be asserted. It must be made.
Related to this is an aspect of Lindbergh's argument whose merits even his critics were forced to acknowledge. Roosevelt set a pattern for presidential domination of foreign policy that has lasted until today. The Constitution charges Congress with responsibility for declaring war, but since Roosevelt, Congress has abdicated this role to the executive. Presidents committed America to war in Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan and Iraq without congressional declaration. Congress eventually endorsed the conflicts, sometimes expressly, sometimes simply with funding. But the initiative was clearly with the executive branch rather than the legislature.
Fear of being labeled isolationist was a big part of the reason the lawmakers let the presidents accomplish their coup -- which had the additional benefit, from the congressional viewpoint, of letting presidents bear the blame when the result was bloody stalemate (Korea), ambiguous muddle (Iraq) or dismal defeat (Vietnam, Afghanistan).
It's hard to argue that these post-Roosevelt wars, taken together, have made America more secure. They've certainly been expensive. And they've done grave damage to the image Americans like to project of being the good guys, favoring peace over war.
The problem isn't confined to war. Presidents have acquired control over trade, immigration and other facets of foreign policy traditionally handled by Congress. Here the main issue is the capriciousness the devolution injects into policy. One president imposes tariffs. The next president lifts them. One strikes a deal with Iran over nuclear weapons. The next disavows it. One affirms America's commitment to its alliances. The next threatens to renege.
Returning Congress to the center of the decision-making process would restore stability to U.S. foreign policy. Whether you're an unreconstructed Rooseveltian, insistent on America's global leadership, or a neo-Lindberghian, skeptical that such American leadership can or should continue, you ought to prefer stability to instability.
The election of 1940 produced a first great debate over America's world role. The election of 2024 contains another. The Republican ticket, headed by the man who revived the "America First" label from the antiwar committee for which Lindbergh spoke, describes a very different vision from the one espoused by the Democratic heirs of Roosevelt. The first debate was often angry and sometimes nasty, but it was also serious and searching. If you believe in democracy, or merely want your side's victory to be sustainable, you should hope the second debate is, too.
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Trump's debate performance punctured his foreign policy pretensions
Trump's debate performance against Harris showed why he'd be a danger as commander in chief (again).
By Max Boot | 2024-09-12

Republican nominee Donald Trump during the presidential debate in Philadelphia on Tuesday. (Alex Brandon/AP) 


When it comes to the role of commander in chief, U.S. voters face a choice in November between someone who has done the job and someone who hasn't. Normally this would be an area where experience trumps, so to speak, inexperience. But Tuesday night's presidential debate between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump showed why Harris is actually a much safer bet on national security policy. That's the case even though Harris has been only an adviser, not the actual decision-maker -- and, as far as an outsider can tell, not a particularly influential one.
In a meta sense, the entire debate was a refutation of Trump's chief foreign policy argument: that he is the only candidate tough enough to stand up to the world's tyrants and bullies. This plays, of course, into the sexist assumption that a woman doesn't have what it takes for the world's toughest job. But anyone who watched the debate could see that Harris was calm and steady. Trump was the one who seemed emotional and erratic. If Trump comes unglued when Harris questions his crowd size, how would he perform in negotiations with actual strongmen such as Xi Jinping or Vladimir Putin?
The former president trotted out his usual line about what a "good relationship" he has with the Russian president, and complained that President Joe Biden "hasn't even made a phone call in two years to Putin." As if there were anything worth discussing with a despot who is waging war on a neighboring country and clearly has no interest in serious peace negotiations.
Even more bizarrely, Trump tried to claim that he will be more respected abroad than Harris by citing, of all people, Hungarian  Prime Minister Viktor Orban, a far-right demagogue who has undermined democracy in his own country and cozied up to China and Russia. Orban "said the most respected, most feared person is Donald Trump," Trump bragged, not realizing that he was thereby providing yet more evidence of just how easily he is manipulated by shrewd foreign strongmen.
Trump made many strange comments in the debate, but, from a geopolitical perspective, his most alarming statement was what he didn't say. Moderator David Muir of ABC News asked Trump "a very simple question": "Do you want Ukraine to win this war?" Instead of simply answering in the affirmative, Trump replied, "I want the war to stop." The audience is entitled to take that as a "no."
Trump went on to claim that he would end the war in the period between the election and the inauguration. As usual, he never explained how he would achieve this miraculous feat, but it stands to reason that the only way he could possibly do so is by telling Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky that he has to agree to Putin's terms -- whatever they might be.
Trump's weakness as a debater, which no doubt reflects his weakness as a negotiator, meant that Harris was never pressed on her own policy shortcomings -- namely the fact that, while she wishes Ukraine well, she doesn't have a plan for Ukraine's victory, either. Nor does she have a plan for ending the Israel-Gaza war, as she made clear in answering a question about how she would break the "stalemate" between Israel and Hamas. A different opponent might have scored points off her lack of specificity.
Trump revealed how little he learned about foreign policy during his four years in office when he tried to blame the Biden administration for the botched U.S. exit from Afghanistan that he set in motion. The internet was on fire after he claimed to have told "Abdul" -- "the head of the Taliban" -- that attacks on U.S. troops had to stop or else he would have big problems. "And he said, 'Why do you send me a picture of my house?' I said you're going to have to figure that out, Abdul. And for 18 months we had nobody killed." Trump's implication: The Taliban were too afraid of him to attack U.S. troops but went right ahead when Biden took office.
In reality, Abdul Ghani Baradar -- presumably the "Abdul" he referred to -- is not the head of the Taliban. He is a deputy to the actual Taliban leader, Haibatullah Akhundzada. There was, as the New Republic notes, an 18-month period of time when no U.S. troops were killed in Afghanistan (March 2020 to August 2021), but more than third of that time period was during Biden's presidency.
There is no evidence that the Taliban stopped targeting U.S. troops because Trump threatened to target their leaders' houses; in fact, U.S. forces spent two decades killing senior Taliban leaders (including Akhundzada's predecessor) without ending the insurgency. The Taliban refrained from targeting U.S. troops in 2020-2021 only because they did not want to do anything to interfere with the one-sided deal that Trump negotiated, which called for U.S. troops to depart but not for the Taliban to lay down its arms. Incidentally, the suicide bomber who carried out the deadly attack in Kabul on Aug. 26, 2021, which killed 13 U.S. service members, was not even a member of the Taliban; he was an Islamic State operative.
Harris is actually vulnerable on the botched U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan -- she claimed to have been the "last person in the room" when Biden was making the decisions, but now clearly wants to dodge any responsibility for the fiasco that followed. Yet Trump was so lost in a farrago of disinformation and distemper that he was never able to exploit her actual vulnerabilities. His failure on the debate stage gives clues about why he so often failed as commander in chief -- and why he doesn't deserve a second crack at the job.
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It's never too late to be a sharp-dressed man
I wore a lot of uniforms at church, in the Navy and at the office. Could I be trusted to dress myself?
By Theodore Johnson | 2024-09-12
One weekday this summer, an invitation arrived out of the blue. A dignitary I've long admired asked to meet for coffee and conversation. It was a dream come true, a validation of the difficult choice years ago to launch a second career. How does one dress for such an occasion? My closet held no answers. The suits were dated. The tie rack way past its prime. The polos and quarter zips and pleatless pants have hung there for years. My moment had finally come, and I had nothing to wear.
Dressing for success used to be easier. The Black church, the military and my IBM parents in the 1980s all taught me to be comfortable in suits and ties. It was familiar territory. But this meeting was smart-casual, a vague concept that advertisers suggest exists somewhere between corporate networking apparel and the ensemble you'd choose for a matchmaking happy hour. Whatever look that is, it wasn't in my closet. I'd need to go shopping.
More of the same would not do; a refresh was in order. My wardrobe was mostly a collection of past lives and previous strivings. The U.S. Navy uniforms that still hang there speak to a life from nearly a decade ago. Among the many durable blues, grays and office khakis are a few flashes of fashion attempts -- a large-patterned houndstooth sports coat, a collared shirt with cowboy stitching and glass buttons. But most of the clothes were purchased shortly after retiring from the military, when I chased a dream of being a writer and scholar. They were a fit for a time. But now, a little out of season.
So, item by item, shirts and sweaters and pants were pulled into a pile for donation. Each had its own lore. Goodbye to the ill-fitting electric blue twill that added a disheveled 15 pounds to my figure under stage lighting. Farewell to the sturdy beige slacks -- safety pins in place of a fallen hem -- that hid coffee stains better than any other. The exhausted majority of long-sleeved button-downs were also mercifully given leave. Perhaps they will clothe someone else's aspirations -- and, in the process, make room for my own.
There are some items I will never part with. My eighth-grade math teacher, her eyes dancing, regaled our class one Monday morning about her husband at a weekend event: "Nothing looks better on a man than a tailored black suit." I wanted one right then. It's now a staple in my closet. I came across a different black suit, still in plastic from the cleaners. The date on the receipt reminded me that I've only worn it once -- when it was stained with sweat and tears and makeup from the hugs of aunties and the dusty red clay of a Southern burial. I placed that suit from my mother's funeral in a garment bag and gave it a place of honor between my old dress blue uniform on one side and crisp summer whites at the other.
I paused over the last suit. I bought it when a second career beckoned. Wool blend and charcoal gray, it's been with me every step of the way since then. It was there for the rejections and the congratulatory handshakes. It was there for my first appearances on national television. It's been in rooms with presidents and members of Congress. The suit is still sharp but beginning to show wear. After years of being on the move, the lining is torn and held together by safety pins. But I kept it anyway, as a reminder that sometimes the clothes make the man, and sometimes it's the other way around.
Some items received a temporary stay. The soft Carolina blue sweater -- a birthday gift to myself -- is still chic. The white linen polo loves every wrinkle it meets but still manages to charm. And last year's impulse-buy, a pair of pants from an airport storefront, remain smart and casual and, as it turns out, perfect for coffee and conversation. My next stop was the local town center, where I searched for a shirt to pair with them.
My generation was raised on the idea that we should dress for the lives and careers we want. As 50 approaches, maybe it's not too audacious to think I've got another run in me. The dignitary's invitation felt like confirmation. Who will I be next? What does that guy wear? I picked up a short-sleeved cable-knit number that offered one option: stylish, self-confident, ambitious.
A lifetime of experiences prepared me for the meeting. It went well; it was everything I thought it'd be, a culmination of a dream and years of work. I'm more sure now that there'll be a next act -- maybe more than one. Whenever the next big invitation arrives, I'll be ready.
My wardrobe, too.
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No debate
Ann Telnaes cartoon on the Donald Trump-Kamala Harris debate.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-09-12

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Harris's expressions, Trump's obsessions and the debate's defining moments
Kamala Harris won the debate. But will it matter?
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-09-11

Former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris during the presidential debate at National Constitution Center in Philadelphia on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


At the debate, Vice President Kamala Harris talked about the future. Donald Trump talked about the past and what he did or would have done. Mr. Trump stuck to his guns against the administration, but Ms. Harris talked about her vision for the next administration and took strong swipes at Mr. Trump's character and his record. Even Fox News commentators acknowledged that Ms. Harris performed well and that Mr. Trump's diversions about immigrants stealing and eating cats were dismaying.
She was positive. He was mad and argumentative. She was specific. He was vague. Both dodged some questions and went off on tangents. But he was the defendant. And she was the clear leader for our future.
Jill Feldon LaNouette, Healdsburg, Calif.
Did everyone notice Vice President Kamala Harris's facial expressions? How could we not? Ms. Harris showed bewilderment, surprise, skepticism, outrage and humor. There is no doubt what Ms. Harris was thinking as she listened to Mr. Trump speak. It seemed as though even Mr. Trump was picking up on this in real time. He visage was dour and tired, showing no energy.
Ms. Harris's vibrant face said it all. Is this how to look presidential? I think so. In Ms. Harris's face, I see a powerful negotiator on both the international and domestic scenes. She uses her expressions to communicate commitment and passion both on the issues she is championing -- including women's bodily autonomy and the needs of parents -- and on the American values of truth, equality and the rule of law. This is a negotiator who is successful, who won't be denied and whom we desperately need at the helm of our country.
The only person I worry about is Doug Emhoff, the second gentleman, trying to win an argument with Ms. Harris over one of her "kitchen table issues."
Patricia Beatley-Patterson, Severna Park, Md.
Donald Trump gets what he deserves when he surrounds himself with sycophants. They will tell him he won the debate when he did not. Fox News host Sean Hannity claimed the debate moderators did not ask the tough questions that needed to be asked of Vice President Kamala Harris. Mr. Trump has already claimed ABC rigged the debate against him and will continue taking that approach.
None of this will help because Mr. Trump will learn nothing from his performance and will not be able to change what he does in the future to reset his campaign. Mr. Trump bullies his campaign staff into letting him do what he wants, which is to attack, degrade, humiliate, lie and rant incoherently. And then he blames them when his self-indulgence doesn't work. He doesn't understand that he is the problem, not them. And they are too cowardly to tell him that or know how fruitless it is.
Mr. Trump appeared to be on the verge of being delusional in the debate, and  he is no longer paying attention to what is going on and is living  in a bubble.
George Magakis, Jr., Norristown, Pa.
The economic policy articulated by former president Donald Trump in Tuesday evening's debate focused on imposing a 10 percent to 20 percent tariff on nearly all imports and cutting corporate taxes. These are both bad ideas. Such tariffs would raise prices for consumers, reignite inflation and lead to retaliation on U.S. exports by our trade partners.
And this is the wrong time to cut corporate taxes: The federal budget deficit is already $1.5 trillion. The Tax Foundation estimates that reducing corporate taxes to 15 percent from the current rate of 21 percent would decrease federal revenue by between $350 billion and $450 billion per year and that taken together with other tax cuts he proposes could eliminate between $5.3 trillion and $6.1 trillion in federal revenue over a 1o-year period.
Those who say they support Mr. Trump because of his policies should think carefully about what he is proposing.
William Krist, Fairfax Station, Va.
For those who recognize climate change as the most important issue to be decided in November, Tuesday's debate was a disappointment. Although it affects everything from the economy to health, climate was once again not a party-distinguishing policy topic. Even Taylor Swift got more coverage than climate change.
Maybe there will be enough climate-induced wildfires, floods and destruction before November to convince voters that there is one party that takes climate change seriously.
Michael Wright, Glen Rock, Pa.
Vice President Kamala Harris won the debate. But she seemed so intent on being prepared and staying within her guidelines that I think she missed an opportunity to make one clear separation between herself and Donald Trump.
After Mr. Trump strayed into his bizarre and false story of immigrants eating pets, I know I would have been tempted to turn to him  and say something along the lines of: "Are you kidding me? Is that what you're here to talk about? I think the American people would hope we'd talk about health care, child care, the cost of housing, climate change and all the other day-to-day concerns they have while they go to work and worry about their families. Not crowd sizes and fantasies about eating cats!"
I think voters would appreciate a candidate who expresses genuine frustration with Mr. Trump's obsessions that have no connection to their everyday needs.
Paul Fox, Charlottesville
As a left-center voter, I think that Vice President Kamala Harris did a good job in the debate staying relatable and energizing her base. However, I am tired of hearing Ms. Harris's arguments about Project 2025 and Mr. Trump's dire portrait of our supposedly failing country.
Both sides had trouble answering simple questions, which was frustrating to a typical voter. I teach forensics for a living: It's not bad to answer a yes-or-no question in detail, provided the question is ultimately answered. Ms. Harris and Mr. Trump both failed to lay out a specific vision. But there is less fog on the Harris campaign's trail.
Malia Ebel, Seward, Neb.
I found the debate to be lacking in substance, with both candidates resorting to rhetoric and finger-pointing rather than addressing the critical issues facing our nation.
Vice President Kamala Harris repeatedly mentioned having "a plan" without providing any specific details. It is essential for the American public to be informed about the concrete steps and strategies proposed by candidates for the betterment of our country.
Former president Donald Trump's excessive use of adjectives and emphasis on past accomplishments without outlining plans for our country's future was also disappointing. Constantly repeating the same short list of complaints does not show an increased grasp of the issues and problems facing the country.
The American people deserve better than the current political discourse. We have moved backward economically, lost respect in the global arena and failed to provide for the basic homeland security needs essential and expected by all of us. If we illegally crossed into another country, we would be jailed and deported, yet we refuse to hold accountable those who do the same here.
The presidency should not be given to the next person in line, to the person who has waited the longest or the person who has done tribute to their predecessor. The White House should go to the person who has a keen and clear perspective of the future, a clear idea of how to fix the problems we face, and a clear commitment to the public, not just their own party or a select group of favored individuals.
Pete Magee, Portland
In Tuesday's debate, Donald Trump once again mentioned his friendship with Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, a leader he has called  "a great man" and vowed to treat as an important partner should he be elected again.
Such statements should alarm the American voter more than any other aspect of Mr. Trump's debate performance. Fidesz, Orban's party, rewrote the Hungarian constitution in secret, packed the country's constitutional court and eliminated a requirement that justices have multiparty support, concentrated the media in the hands of oligarchs connected to the party, banned independent news outlets, and co-opted public broadcasters. Mr. Orban and his party have banned gay couples from adopting, fenced the Serbian border to block immigration and forbidden legal recognition of transgender people's identities.
Want to see the real effects of this "illiberal democracy"? Visit Hungary as I've repeatedly done, with my husband, a veteran of the 1956 Hungarian Revolution. Listen to relatives begging for money as the value of their savings plunges. Listen to them asking us to sponsor their children to come to the United States  and help them find jobs. Hear them complain about the takeover of their private pension funds, the government's bond ratings, or Hungary's deplorable cancer and heart disease rates.
For all American conservatives' praise of Mr. Orban's incentives for family formation, Hungary's fertility rate appears to have peaked. And no wonder: everything else about Hungary's economy and bureaucracy gives younger Hungarians an incentive to leave the country in search of better wages and for greater freedoms. The country's population is predicted to fall by nearly 12 percent, below  9 million, by 2050.
If Mr. Trump and Mr. Vance want to emulate Mr. Orban's failing economy, paper-thin democracy and authoritarianism, then surely most American voters will and should wholeheartedly embrace the Democratic ticket in November.
Kathy A. Megyeri, Washington
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Harris won the debate. How much will that matter?
Plus: Barney the purple dinosaur, post-rehab. Republicans are bad for insurance rates.
By Drew Goins | 2024-09-11
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Vice President Kamala Harris responds to a question during her debate with former president Donald Trump in Philadelphia on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


All our commentators who watched the presidential debate are sure of one thing: Kamala Harris won. A lot of them are equally unsure of another: Does it matter?
But first, in case you missed the melee, Alexandra Petri will catch you up with a summary that is accurate both in spirit and, alarmingly, in letter. She weaves into her satire several of Donald Trump's most outlandish lies -- including that immigrants in at least one U.S. community are "eating the pets of the people that live there." (The enormous time-since-Trump-gaffe clock the moderators keep resetting is Alex's invention, though.)
You can see how this was not just a victory for the vice president but "plain and simple a rout," as Michele Norris determined for our post-debate Prompt 2024 newsletter, written alongside Matt Bai and Ramesh Ponnuru, who agreed that Trump got too agitated and missed lots of opportunities. As Jim Geraghty put it in his column: "The active volcano Mount Trump erupted." Casualties? "The GOP's assumptions about winning the presidency."
Karen Tumulty points out that the former president also wasted plenty of energy trying to bring the conversation back to President Joe Biden, against whom he is very much no longer running. At this debate, unlike the landscape-shifting last one, Karen writes, "it was the glowering Trump who showed his age" while Harris kept prosecutorially cool. Also, the conduct of the moderators was markedly different this time, with Jen Rubin writing that ABC News's David Muir and Linsey Davis actually "confronted Trump with some of his most outlandish lies [and] racist comments."
Finally, the Editorial Board writes that Harris clearly won on policy as well, both in presenting plans where Trump had none and, where he has put forward policies, explaining why hers would be superior. The board also skewers Trump over his lies on abortion and his fondness for dictators abroad.
Onward, however, to the mattering part. At the conclusion of our columnist live chat that ran parallel to the debate, Jim correctly observed that "what we saw tonight wasn't all that different from the Trump we've seen, year after year."
Megan McArdle put it well: "I think it's not enough for Trump to lose. Harris has to win wavering voters. Did she? I'm genuinely unsure."
Perhaps she did. Anecdotal, but two undecided friends of mine who watched came away as Harris voters. Rather more dramatically, Alex's satire ends with at least one more hesitant voter taking the plunge.
"Well, that does it," her imagined Taylor Swift says. "Post the endorsement."
Chaser: Blocking a Japanese company's bid to purchase U.S. Steel might help Democrats win Pennsylvania, the Editorial Board writes, but it will come at a high cost.




From Catherine Rampell's column about how a GOP victory this fall could jack up premiums -- and, more direly, the uninsured rate; analysts estimate that 4 million people would lose coverage entirely if the tax credits Democrats enacted expire. To be clear, that is exactly what congressional Republicans say they intend to have happen.
"Remember this next time Republicans promise to reduce your cost of living," Catherine writes. "If these lawmakers genuinely cared about Americans' affordability crisis, they would agree to immediately extend these health-insurance tax credits -- or at least propose a serious alternative. They've done neither."
And I do mean "less politics." In fact, I don't think there could be any starker a palate cleanser from all the debate talk than David Von Drehle's tell-all interview ... as Barney the purple dinosaur.
You might have seen that Barney is returning to the airwaves by way of an animated streaming show, so David decided to explain the perpetually happy star's long absence by inhabiting him (metaphorically; the felt suit didn't arrive by press time).
"I survived the asteroid, but fame was another matter," David the dino writes. "Nothing prepares you for when your quote-unquote 'dream' comes true. One day I'm just an ordinary purple dinosaur, working birthday parties on weekends and going to auditions during the week. Overnight, I'm a freaking plush toy in every Target and Walmart in North America. Stardom is a trap, man."
It's not all coke and pills and L.A. jadedness, though that's all in there; in true Barney fashion, the confessional ends with a lovely lesson.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
To unsure voters,
Copy Barney: "I love you"
Convince: "You love me"
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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How 10 minutes on abortion changed the race between Trump and Harris
The debate proved that disappearance of abortion is a reality for women that Donald Trump will never comprehend.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-09-12

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during the presidential debate in Philadelphia on Tuesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


Donald Trump's debate performance offered a nonstop 90-minute reminder, to anyone who needed one and is open to reality, of why he can't be trusted with a second term.
There was no lie the former president wouldn't stoop to tell, repeating lurid reports of migrants eating pets, calling his opponent a Marxist and, even after acknowledging the truth, claiming once again that he won the 2020 election. There was no regret he was willing to express, including his behavior on Jan. 6, 2021, and no dangerous position he wouldn't repeat, including refusing to say whether he wanted Ukraine to prevail against Russia.
Vice President Kamala Harris's performance, by contrast, was a reassurance that she is fully capable of assuming the presidency. She summoned her not-so-inner prosecutor to lay out the devastating case against Trump, using the testimony of his former aides and his own words to prove her point beyond a reasonable doubt. She had command of the policy. Yes, she evaded answering some direct questions, including on her shifting positions, and, yes, the otherwise capable moderators should have pressed her harder, but she came off as far more prepared to be president -- and far more human.
If there was one subject that offered a microcosm of the difference between the two, it was abortion, which consumed -- appropriately so -- a full 10 minutes. Trump showed himself to be ignorant, dishonest and unprincipled. Harris demonstrated not only her grasp of the issue but also her passion for women's ability to control their reproductive choices and her understanding of why that matters so deeply.
Ignorance first: Leave aside the small point that Trump couldn't even get the vote count correct, twice citing "the genius and heart and strength of six Supreme Court justices" who voted to overturn Roe v. Wade. (There were five votes to do so.)
Once again, Trump made the astonishing claim that "every legal scholar, every Democrat, every Republican, liberal, conservative, they all wanted this issue to be brought back to the states where the people could vote." This is not in the exurbs of true. The reasoning in Roe was criticized by any number of legal scholars, including liberals, and perhaps Trump seized on that thread and embellished it. But questioning the jurisprudence of Roe is far different from saying the right to abortion does not deserve constitutional protection and that the rights of individual women should be left to the vagaries of where they happen to live. Everyone did not want to see that. In fact -- not that facts matter to Trump -- two-thirds of the country opposes having Roe overturned.
Dishonest -- where to start? Perhaps with Trump's explanation of his about-face on whether he would vote for the Florida referendum to overturn the state's six-week abortion ban. (He was for the referendum, saying six weeks was "too short," before he was against it.)
Trump explained: "Well, the reason I'm doing that vote is because ... they have abortion in the ninth month. They even have, and you can look at the governor of West Virginia, the previous governor of West Virginia, not the current governor, who's doing an excellent job, but the governor before. He said the baby will be born and we will decide what to do with the baby. In other words, we'll execute the baby."
Uh, no. Leave aside, again, the small point that Trump was referring to former Virginia governor Ralph Northam, a pediatric neurosurgeon. (He correctly identified Northam later in the debate.) For the record, here is what Northam said in 2019, about late-term abortions. "There may be a fetus that's not viable. So, in this particular example, if a mother's in labor, I can tell you exactly what would happen. I can tell you the infant would be delivered. The infant would be kept comfortable. The infant would be resuscitated if that's what the mother and the family desired. And then a discussion would ensue between the physicians and the mother."
Northam's is the go-to comment seized on -- and distorted -- by those who claim, as Trump does, that Democrats are "radical" proponents of late-term or, somehow, "post-birth abortions." Thus, Trump went on to assert that Democratic vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz "says abortion in the ninth month is absolutely fine. He also says execution after birth, it's execution, no longer abortion, because the baby is born, is okay. And that's not okay with me. Hence the vote."
This is flatly false. As moderator Linsey Davis noted, "There is no state in this country where it is legal to kill a baby after it's born." More than that, it is false in a way that is not only willful but cruel toward women and families who face agonizing choices about how to deal with severe health risks to the mother, severe fetal deformities and terribly premature births. Trump and Republican want to hijack these thankfully rare personal tragedies as an excuse for preventing almost all abortions.
Which brings us to unprincipled. Trump's abortion position -- it has long been clear -- is entirely dictated by political expediency. This is a man who told MSNBC's Chris Matthews in 2016 that "there has to be some form of punishment" for women who obtain abortions, only to swiftly reverse himself after backlash from antiabortion groups. Now, in his leave-it-to-states incarnation, Trump claims he opposes a national abortion ban.
But pressed by Davis about whether he would veto such a measure, Trump twice avoided answering -- despite the fact that his running mate had asserted Trump would. "I don't mind if he has a certain view but I think he was speaking for me but I really didn't," Trump said of vice-presidential nominee JD Vance.
And then he veered into Trumpian confusion, seeming to conflate the slim prospects for passage of an abortion ban with the chances of Democrats approving federal protection for abortion rights. "Look, we don't have to discuss it because she'd never be able to get it just like she couldn't get student loans," he said. Um, what?
What's really going on beneath this muddle? Trump is taking heat from antiabortion activists who are furious about his desperate campaign contortions to soften his stance on the issue. Vowing to veto a ban would further inflame them, so Trump, unprincipled as ever, wants to split the difference, even if that position makes no logical sense. As Vance said, "I mean, if you're not supporting it, as the president of the United States, you fundamentally have to veto it."
As much as Trump's debate remarks on abortion demonstrated his failings, Harris's discussion, for the most part, highlighted her strengths on this issue, both substantive and emotional.
Here's why I say "for the most part." Harris dodged when asked whether she would support any restriction on abortion rights, offering only, "I absolutely support reinstating the protections of Roe v. Wade." Trump smartly pressed her on that point, Harris parried with his own waffling about vetoing a national ban, and the moderators failed to follow up. That's too bad, because there is a reasonable answer here that voters are entitled to here.
But Harris shone -- demonstrating empathy and passion -- when she talked about the human stakes involved. "Trump abortion bans that make no exception even for rape and incest," Harris said. "Understand what that means. A survivor of a crime, a violation to their body, does not have the right to make a decision about what happens to their body next. That is immoral. And one does not have to abandon their faith or deeply held beliefs to agree the government, and Donald Trump certainly, should not be telling a woman what to do with her body."
What a smart framing, designed to attract, not repel, those who have moral qualms about abortion.
And that wasn't all. "You want to talk about this is what people wanted?" Harris said, looking at Trump. "Pregnant women who want to carry a pregnancy to term suffering from a miscarriage, being denied care in an emergency room because the health-care providers are afraid they might go to jail and she's bleeding out in a car in the parking lot? She didn't want that. Her husband didn't want that. A 12- or 13-year-old survivor of incest being forced to carry a pregnancy to term? They don't want that."
This is the case that President Joe Biden couldn't make, not with such clarity and force. This is the reality for women that Trump will never comprehend. This is the choice that voters face, and those 10 minutes should have made the correct answer clear.
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Mount Trump erupted. Harris still has a long way to go. 
If Trump were just a normal candidate, Harris would have a lot of explaining to do.
By Jim Geraghty | 2024-09-11

The presidential debate in Philadelphia on Tuesday between former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris, shown on monitors. (Matt Slocum/AP)


Shortly before 9:30 p.m. Eastern on Tuesday night in Philadelphia, the active volcano Mount Trump erupted, spurting geysers of glowing red-hot lava onto a blue suit. Thankfully, casualties were minimal, other than the GOP's assumptions about winning the presidency.
This would be a better presidential election if Donald Trump were ... well, you know, normal. Kamala Harris has plenty of baggage to lug until Nov. 5. Joe Biden's abysmal approval rating for much of his presidency indicates that Americans were and are looking for leadership. The cost of living is painful, the southern border is porous, homelessness is at an all-time high, students' math scores are at an all-time low, Israel and Ukraine worry about our commitment to backing them, and the malevolent alignment of China, Iran, North Korea and Russia is growing.
The record of the Biden-Harris administration? (Oh, I'm sorry, is it now just "the Biden administration"? We're just gonna forget Harris was there for the past four years? My mistake.) Let's just say it's bad enough to leave plenty of interest in a different approach.
Alas, Trump is only intermittently interested in running on the issues. As he demonstrated in his volcanic performance on the debate stage this week, he would rather run on conspiracy theories, a delusional defense of the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot, his imaginary victory in the 2020 election and the preemptive excuse that this fall he'll be cheated out of another landslide.
Trump and his team seem convinced that the Biden record and Harris's campaign of platitudes are so bad that centrists, independents and "the normies" will have no choice but to vote for Trump, no matter how unhinged he sounds in any given appearance.
This would also be a better election if Harris and running mate Tim Walz agreed to do the usual schedule of multiple sit-down televised interviews, news conferences and meetings with newspaper editorial boards. It is good that this month, the Harris campaign finally got around to adding an "issues" section to its website, although its fluffy-rhetoric-to-specific-details ratio is far from ideal. Harris pledges to  "strengthen" our democracy, the Affordable Care Act, Social Security and Medicare, public education, our alliances, and our global leadership, as well as to "invest in America's sources of strength."
In a Harris administration, America apparently will be eating a lot of protein and lifting a lot of weights.
Harris had plenty of opportunities on the debate stage to lay out any significant policy differences she has with Biden. Instead, we got "I am not Joe Biden." (Fact check: True.) She's just offering the same policies and worldview in a younger and more polished package.
Despite the copious flaws of these candidates, both are just about guaranteed to rank among the top vote-getters in U.S. history. Last time around, Biden won with 81.2 million votes to Trump's 74.2 million. Turnout increases almost every cycle -- there's always another four years of population growth -- and the closeness of the 2024 election might convince the waverers that their vote matters more this time around.
At a Post event in July, an audience member noted that Thomas Jefferson said people get the government they deserve, and asked me, "Does the U.S.A. deserve Donald Trump?" I responded by quoting Clint Eastwood in "Unforgiven": "Deserve's got nothing to do with it." Still doesn't.
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Not even winning Pennsylvania can justify this bad move on U.S. Steel 
Blocking Nippon Steel's bid might help Democrats win Pennsylvania. But it will come at a high cost.
By Editorial Board | 2024-09-11

U.S. Steel's Edgar Thomson Works in Braddock, Pa. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


The Biden administration let it be known last week that it is ready to follow through on the opposition to Nippon Steel's $15 billion bid for Pittsburgh-based U.S. Steel that President Joe Biden first expressed in March. His replacement atop the Democratic ticket, Vice President Kamala Harris, has recently come out against the deal, too.
The decision, which is not yet official pending the report of a foreign investment advisory committee, would make little sense, even in the context of Mr. Biden's project to promote domestic manufacturing. The president has spent billions of dollars in this effort. Under both Mr. Biden and his predecessor, Donald Trump, the United States has ring-fenced the steel market with stiff tariffs to stop cheap imports, attract investment and stimulate domestic production. The bid by Nippon Steel, which promised to inject $2.7 billion of new capital and supply better technology, would seem to be a win for those policies -- a perfect example of "friendshoring."
What's truly inexplicable, though, is the likely rationale for the ban: national security. Perhaps in the 1980s, Japan could have been considered a strategic economic threat. It was fear of "Japan Inc." that prompted Congress to authorize presidents to block prospective mergers on national security grounds, after vetting by the body currently reviewing Nippon Steel's bid: the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States, or CFIUS. Today, though, Tokyo is one of Washington's closest friends and a critical ally in the United States' confrontation with China. Japan is boosting its defense capabilities, and it has been helping the United States slow China's development of advanced technologies. Members of Congress have slammed Nippon Steel for a joint venture with China's state-owned Baoshan Iron & Steel, but the Japanese, in deference to those concerns, exited the Baoshan partnership last month.
At $7.3 billion, the only U.S.-origin alternative offer for U.S. Steel, by Ohio-based steelmaker Cleveland-Cliffs, is less than half what Nippon is willing to pay for a company that might be iconic but has slid to 24th-largest among the world's producers. Along with the hostile signal it would send other geopolitical allies interested in investing in U.S. industry, the lack of any plausible economic reason to block this sale leaves politics as the only explanation -- specifically, the politics of winning Pennsylvania, and its 19 electoral votes, in November.
In this crucial battleground, which went for Mr. Trump in 2016 and Mr. Biden in 2020, some 3,000 people work for U.S. Steel's Pittsburgh-area plants, out of 3,800 total employees in the state, and the United Steelworkers of America is a source of money and volunteers for Democrats -- though Mr. Trump has made inroads among the rank and file. In January, he was the first of the remaining major candidates to echo the union's position. This apparently compelled Mr. Biden to argue that "it is vital" for U.S. Steel "to remain an American steel company that is domestically owned and operated." Last week, Ms. Harris declared that the American steel champion "should remain American-owned."
The union's ostensible reason for opposing the Japanese bid is that it lacks the intent and financial wherewithal to meet the current labor contract's provisions on pensions, retiree health care, investment and profit-sharing. That seems debatable since Nippon Steel has publicly committed to abide by U.S. Steel's collective bargaining agreement and not shift jobs abroad. Meanwhile, U.S. Steel has warned that it will have to reduce its workforce in the state and possibly move its headquarters out of Pittsburgh if the deal does not go through.
And there's more. The Alliance for Automotive Innovation, a lobby group for U.S. carmakers, has warned members of Congress that a combination of U.S. Steel and Cleveland-Cliffs would threaten competition. It would control all of the nation's blast furnace steel production and between 65 and 90 percent of the steel that goes into cars and light trucks. "In a combined company, 100 percent of the domestic e-steel needed for electrical motors and EV production will be concentrated in a single company," it argued. Stand by for the antitrust case.
Pandering to special interests is old hat in politics. The possible consequences of a second Trump presidency are such that we can understand why Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris might try to out-pander him now and then. Still, the foreseeable negative impacts of blocking the Nippon Steel bid -- a more concentrated, less competitive U.S. steel industry and a damaged alliance with a key Pacific nation -- outweigh this policy's electoral upside. Which is not surprising, since Mr. Trump was the first to embrace it.
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Did the debate do anything for swing voters? I answered your questions.
The Wednesday chat started on this page on Sept. 11 at 12 p.m. Eastern. Read the transcript
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-09-11
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. On Wednesdays when there is no chat, Washington Post subscribers will be able to submit their questions for Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Submit your question below by Monday, Sept. 2 to be included in the newsletter, and sign up here to receive questions and answers, plus special features and an extra Friday newsletter, directly to your inbox. The Wednesday chat started on this page on Sept. 11 at 12 p.m. Eastern. Read the transcript below.
Read Jennifer Rubin's columns and past live chats.
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The Trump-Harris debate, summarized
Vice President Harris, introduce yourself. President Trump, say things a normal person would say. 
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-09-11

People watch the ABC News debate between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump on Tuesday in West Hollywood. (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


Moderator David Muir: Hello! Welcome to the presidential debate, Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump. Your challenges tonight are as follows: Kamala Harris, please introduce yourself to the American people. Reassure undecided voters. Lay out a policy vision. Sound prepared, but not scripted. There is a difference, and we will be able to detect it! Attack Donald Trump, but not in a way that people view as too prosecutorial. Make it clear you find him ridiculous, but without using your face or laughter. Basically, the thing from the Barbie speech. Do the Barbie speech.
Kamala Harris: Got it.
Moderator Linsey Davis: Donald Trump, just say things that a person would say.  They don't have to be in response to the question. They can just be words. "Person," "woman," "man," "camera," "TV," for example. Just words that a normal person might say. Not a talk radio host, a normal person. Just to prove you can. Just until the end of the debate.
Harris: To put this in perspective, it's actually less time than you speak at your rallies -- and unlike at your rallies, we have to stay until the end. We can't leave if we get tired or bored, like the people at your rallies can.
Donald Trump: [foaming at the mouth] Excuse me! Excuse me! Officer, that lady -- very rude! -- said my rallies are small. They are not small! They are large, above average! Everyone says they are pleasurable and last the right amount of time! No one even goes to her rallies! I don't think women even have rallies! JD Vance says they're not allowed to congregate like that. I'm so mad and keyed up right now! It's got to be the fault of immigrants who are ruining this country! In Springfield, they're eating the dogs. The people that came in. They're eating the cats. They're eating -- they're eating the pets of the people that live there. [This is a verbatim quote.])
[The moderators pull out a big clock from under their desk and reset it.]
Muir: Just to be clear, they are absolutely not doing that. This is a racist conspiracy theory from a part of the internet that instantly starts to fizz and evaporate if any light touches it, not a real thing that is happening. But this is why Ted Cruz is sharing racist memes about Donald Trump protecting cats. I hate that I know this.
Trump: The people on television say my dog was taken and used for food.
Davis: [resetting the clock] Under a minute there, wow!
Trump: But the people on television say their dog was eaten by the people that went there.
Muir: [resetting the clock a third time] Okay, Donald. It's okay. Don't get frustrated! You can try again. Just normal words. Things where if you said them to a stranger next to you on the city bus, he would stay the same distance away from you and not move farther away.
Trump: A city bus? What's that?
Harris: Like a limo, but with more sharing.
Trump: Not her. I don't want her to talk. When she talks I get upset! She is a Marxist, like her father.
Muir: Do you want to talk about the time you suggested that Vice President Harris 'happened to turn Black'?
Trump: Happy to! That wasn't a weird thing to say. I'll say it again right now!
Muir: [resetting] Okay. How about a question? Nationwide abortion ban. JD Vance said you wouldn't sign one.
Trump: I don't really talk to JD Vance about everything.
[Everyone nods encouragingly. The clock keeps ticking.]
Harris: So that's a "no" on a nationwide abortion ban?
Trump: I didn't say that! I think everyone on both sides of the aisle is happy that we got rid of Roe v. Wade.
Harris: I disagree. Look at what has happened nationwide with the Trump abortion bans. Women in danger of losing their lives, unable to receive medical care. Victims of rape and incest having their bodily autonomy taken from them again. Couples who want to have families being denied IVF.
Trump: Excuse me, I have to respond. I have been a leader on fertilization.
[The moderators sigh and reset the clock.]
Harris: For someone who hasn't been discussing things with JD Vance, you sound as if you've been discussing things with JD Vance.
Trump: Not her! I don't like her! Bring back the other one. Bring back Joe Biden!
Davis: Just, think of a sentence, any sentence. A sentence you could say to a friend after which that friend would not respond, "I'm worried about you."
Trump: I don't regret anything about Jan. 6.
Muir: Try, uh, try again!
Harris: This is why everyone in your party with a shred of patriotism or decency is endorsing me.
Trump: Well, we won't have anyone like that in my next administration.
Muir: What will you have?
Trump: Definitely not Project 2025.
Davis: Any plans? You're replacing the Affordable Care Act, known as Obamacare. What with?
Trump: I have concepts of a plan. Also, mass deportations!
Harris: I have an idea! How about, instead of that, we have affordable housing and a child tax credit? I think America is a nice place to live, and the people here are good, and they are sick of hearing you rant weirdly about immigrants. They just want to not have to keep worrying about their democracy all the time.
Trump: I think America is garbage and voting is overrated. Dictator on Day 1! More tariffs! Mass deportations! Political prosecutions! Vice President JD Vance!
Harris: I just want to say I'd be happy to do another one of these debates, and my schedule is very clear until November!
[Camera pans out to reveal Taylor Swift has been watching this debate with a notebook, in which she has been painstakingly writing down pros and cons. She carefully examines the columns and nods with finality.]
Taylor Swift: Well, that does it. Post the endorsement.
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They met at the Capitol in the aftermath of Jan. 6. Now they're married.
He was a Guard member on duty. She was a Capitol press secretary in need of directions. Days later, they matched on Tinder.
By Kelsey Baker | 2024-09-12

Emily Carlin and Matthew Ellis on their recent honeymoon in Greece. (Emily Carlin)


Emily Carlin's hands gripped her red Jeep's steering wheel as she struggled to navigate the maze of barricades that had sprung up overnight around the Capitol. The then-congressional press secretary was trying to get back to work, but strict security measures in the week following Jan. 6, 2021, made her return seem futile.
As she entered the same entry-control point for the third or fourth time, a burly National Guard soldier gave her new directions. His face was masked, but Carlin couldn't help noticing his demeanor was a little more amiable than those of others who'd tried to help her.
The chance encounter was just the beginning of a love story that could only unfold in Washington.
Last month, the pair tied the knot at Carlin's family home in Michigan. The engagement and wedding announcements were even included in the bible of the Beltway, Politico's Playbook.
"God puts people where they need to be," Carlin said of the encounter and the serendipitous Tinder match that came next.
Her future groom, Matthew Ellis, was a Maryland National Guard soldier living in West Virginia at the time. On Jan. 6, he was preparing for a day of work as an electric meter reader when his phone buzzed with word that his Guard unit might be preparing for an emergency deployment to D.C. He thought little of the rumor at first, assuming the violence would be quelled quickly by local authorities.
"I wake up the next morning and my team leader's calling me, telling me I need to get to the armory right now," Ellis told The Washington Post. He arrived at the Capitol later that day, Jan. 7, and got to work beefing up security, erecting heavy-duty fencing, and then helping to control the trickle of approved traffic once lawmakers and staffers began returning to work days later.
Carlin was one of those staffers returning to work the next week. She couldn't determine how to exit the highway from her home in Alexandria, Va., and arrive at her usual House side, getting stuck instead around the Senate. Barriers shifted frequently, further complicating commutes that kept funneling her too far north.
"It took me hours to figure out how to get across the bridge and into D.C.," Carlin said.
After circling Union Station one morning around Jan. 14, Carlin pulled up in her car to the same National Guard checkpoint yet again. Despite the stress, she couldn't help wondering about some of the clean-cut Guard members surrounding her. "I was single, and some of them were there waving and saying hi," she said. But it was hard to tell if she'd seen them before since they all wore masks.
Alone in her car, Carlin was maskless while navigating the checkpoints. She couldn't see the soldier's faces, let alone remember them.
But one remembered hers.

Days before helping his future wife navigate barricades, Ellis, left, stands guard on Jan. 8, 2021, outside the Russell Senate Office Building on Capitol Hill. (Patrick Semansky/AP)


Intrigued by the dozens of soldiers she passed, Carlin opened up Tinder that evening and the next to see what she might find.
She quickly matched with a dark-haired soldier with thick brows and a warm smile. He was in town temporarily, he said, posted to the northeast of the Capitol building for security duties.
"I was just over there today," Carlin recalled telling her new Tinder match. "I keep not being able to find my way to work, so I probably passed you about five times today."
From there, "everything just started clicking," Ellis told The Post. He thought to himself, "Wait a second, I've seen the face somewhere," he said.
"Oh my god," he messaged her. "Were you the blonde in the red Jeep Compass?" A longtime Jeep owner and devotee, Ellis recognized Carlin's as a newer model. He also had a good sense of direction from studying atlases on family road trips.
The pair marveled at the strangeness of their encounter at the Capitol and then again soon after on Tinder.
Their first date had to wait until Ellis's orders and subsequent quarantine period ended the first week of February. The day his quarantine ended, he drove two hours from his home in West Virginia to take her out.
In keeping with their nontraditional meet-cute, the date would be unusual too -- a visit to a shooting range. Carlin wasn't a newbie to guns, but she wasn't an expert either.
"I was a little spooked post-January 6, and I wanted to be able to defend myself," Carlin explained. Ellis told her he was a good shot, so, "I figured if I got nothing else out of this date, at least he would teach me how to shoot," she said.
Ellis, who prefers the calm countryside to D.C.'s hustle and bustle, attracted Carlin with his quiet confidence and unflappable nature. He found her laughter and bubbly spirit charming.
An 85-mile dating commute was on the horizon for the pair, but pandemic-era fate intervened again.
Ellis received orders for a second National Guard mission not long after returning from the Capitol -- this time, helping to roll out coronavirus vaccines. He was just 30 minutes away from Carlin for five months.
Despite the initial hurdles of distance and pandemic deployments, "they definitely both came into it with an open mind," said maid of honor and longtime friend Robin Eberhardt.
"Life put them in a situation that you wouldn't expect," Eberhardt said. "But they really got along, and now they're really happy together."
The pair became engaged in 2023. Before popping the question, Ellis hid the engagement ring in his Army boots, correctly deciding they were too odoriferous for Carlin to stumble upon the jewel.
Priest Alyse Viggiano -- herself well-acquainted with D.C. romance -- officiated the wedding ceremony. Ellis saw Viggiano regularly for Episcopalian confirmation classes, culminating in his baptism, an important step for the couple.
"It's incredible to want to understand somebody's spiritual life and religion to that capacity," Viggiano said. "That you're willing to give up a lot of your time to understand a person's faith."
Unfortunately, Ellis's wedding ring didn't survive the honeymoon in Greece, slipping off his finger while swimming in the ocean. But the couple said they consider the loss an unintentional marital offering to the Greek goddess of love, Aphrodite.
"Happy spots come when you're not looking for them," Carlin said.
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D.C.-area forecast: Seasonably warm and sunny through weekend
Rain chances return next week.
By David Streit | 2024-09-12

Early fall color on the Capitol grounds Wednesday. (angela n./Flickr)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
9/10: Mild sunshine makes it hard to complain, but we sure could use some rain.
This is about as stable a forecast as can be with seasonable highs near 80, moderate humidity and light winds likely to hold for the next five days. Rain develops in the Southeast this weekend, but the jury is still out on whether it reaches us next week.




Today (Thursday): Some patchy light fog at dawn quickly disappears. Sunshine is plentiful but some high clouds swirling away from Francine could reach the area in the afternoon. Humidity isn't too bad with dew points pleasantly parked around 60 degrees. East winds are light. Confidence: High
Tonight: Southeast winds die down under partly cloudy skies. Lows drop to near 60. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...




Tomorrow (Friday): Once again a little patchy early-morning fog is possible, but sunshine should still be abundant much of the day. Humidity remains comfortably moderate with light northeast winds. Highs are again in the upper 70s to lower 80s. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: Winds calm and lows reach the upper 50s to lower 60s, cool enough for some patchy fog toward dawn. Confidence: High
Saturday/Sunday are pretty indistinguishable with mainly sunny skies and highs in the upper 70s to lower 80s. Humidity remains nicely moderate. You would never know that it was raining cats and dogs across the Southeast. Overnight lows continue to be mainly in the upper 50s to lower 60s. Confidence: High
By Monday, the showers to the south start edging closer but all we will probably see is a slight increase in clouds by afternoon. Highs are still in the upper 70s to lower 80s. Hopefully by Tuesday a few showers encroach, but there are a fair number of models that are keeping the significant rains south of us. Grrr! Confidence: Medium




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2024/09/12/dc-forecast-sunny-dry-warm/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



'Law & Order: SVU' detective's costume joins Smithsonian collection
Actress Mariska Hargitay, who stars as Capt. Olivia Benson, and show creator Dick Wolf attended a ceremony at the Smithsonian on Monday.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-09-12

Actress Mariska Hargitay, the star of "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit," poses beside a costume she wore during a March 21 episode of the series that will now be displayed at the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History. (Jaclyn Nash/National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution) 


After nearly 25 years on television, her outfit of choice is easily recognizable -- a blazer, dark jeans and a gold detective's shield.
It's the classic look of Capt. Olivia Benson, the fictional New York City detective at the heart of "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit" played by actress Mariska Hargitay. And now, it'll be part of the sweeping collection of cultural treasures at the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History.
On Monday, the museum held a ceremony to accept the costume with Hargitay and "Law & Order" creator Dick Wolf. Hargitay wore the clothing in an episode that aired March 21 as part of the TV show's 25th season. NBC Universal's donation of the costume commemorates the country's longest-running prime time television series, which centers on New York City Police Department detectives who investigate sex crimes.
During her remarks at Monday's ceremony, Hargitay -- who has publicly shared that she was raped and runs a nonprofit that advocates for sexual assault survivors -- said the costume's display was about more than the TV show, its audience and her role in it.
"It is my profound hope that what is being enshrined here with this donation is the act of listening," Hargitay said. "The act of paying deep and purposeful attention to survivors of sexual assault, domestic violence and child abuse."
Attempts to reach representatives for Hargitay were unsuccessful Wednesday evening.
Smithsonian staff have long wanted to add an item from the "Law & Order" TV franchise to its collections, said Anthea M. Hartig, the Elizabeth MacMillan director at the museum. The procedural first aired in 1990 and has inspired multiple spin-offs. The 26th season of the Emmy award-winning "SVU" series, which has been helmed by Hargitay since 1999, premieres next month.
Monday's donation, which Hartig said was spearheaded by Wolf, included the jeans, a navy blazer and detective's shield along with a belt, a pair of boots and earrings that Hargitay wore in "Third Man Syndrome," the eighth episode of Season 25. Its addition comes after the museum in June opened "Forensic Science on Trial," an exhibition about how science has been used in prosecution efforts. The exhibit features an early sexual assault examination kit, an example of the technology shown in "SVU."
The costume ceremony and the exhibition opening were not coordinated to be so close together, Hartig said, but they created a "synergy," highlighting the need for continued advocacy and the nation's backlog of untested rape kits.
"All museums, especially history museums, want to see their work as giving people safe spaces to have often complicated and challenging conversations," she said -- and to make positive change.
Hargitay made the issue of addressing the rape kit backlog a focus of her organization, the Joyful Heart Foundation, putting pressure on states to count and test accumulated kits. In 2016, the foundation published a report with recommendations for how to notify survivors whose kits have been identified and tested. In the years since, the Joyful Heart Foundation has continued to press the issue and helped give funding to local groups providing resources and support to survivors of sexual assault.
At Monday's ceremony, Hargitay referenced the museum's mission statement, which says its work is for "empowering people to create a just and compassionate future."
"If we are to build that future, who better to listen to than those who have been harmed in order to learn what justice and compassion ought to look like?" Hargitay said.
Hargitay revealed her own experience in an essay she penned for People magazine in January. She had not addressed it publicly for decades, Hargitay wrote, because she "couldn't believe that it happened."
"I think I also needed to see what healing could look like," she wrote, adding that her work with the Joyful Heart Foundation helped her "do the work on the inside," as well.
In her remarks Monday, Hargitay addressed survivors of sexual violence directly.
"We are listening, and your stories matter in the full story of this country," she said. "We hear you. We believe you, and your healing is our priority."
As museum staff and attendees posed for photos beside the costume after the ceremony, Hargitay requested a small change to the gold detective's badge.
"I wear it a little closer to the belt buckle," Hartig recalled the actress saying.
With gloves on, a museum collections manager adjusted it.
"I mean, talk about playing a character for that long," Hartig said. "She embodies the captain."
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A political condundrum as an indicted Trayon White seeks reelection
Trayon White Sr.'s future as the Ward 8 D.C. Council member is uncertain, especially if he's convicted of a felony, which would disqualify him from office.
By Michael Brice-Saddler, Meagan Flynn | 2024-09-11

Religious leaders and supporters of D.C. Council member Trayon White Sr. (D-Ward 8) surround him in prayer inside the Union Temple Baptist Church on Saturday. (Michael Brice-Saddler/The Washington Post)


Last weekend, days after he was formally indicted on federal bribery charges, D.C. Council member Trayon White Sr. stood at the front of Union Temple Baptist Church in Southeast Washington -- silent and stoic -- as a parade of allies and religious leaders showered him with praise and prayer.
White's future as the Ward 8 council member is uncertain, especially if he is convicted of a felony, which would disqualify him from office.
But Saturday's prayer service before a packed audience offered a clear illustration of the strength of his support network, despite accusations that White accepted tens of thousands of dollars in bribes to help an associate extend contracts with the D.C. government. Now, in a majority-Black ward where many residents have a complicated relationship with police and the justice system, White appears likely to seek a third term while under indictment.
"Trayon came to my house. I saw that he was broken; I saw that he looked down. I said the first thing we're going to do is pray a prayer of redemption," Union Temple's pastor emeritus, the Rev. Willie W.F. Wilson, said in his opening message as White stood expressionless before a mural of Jesus and Black civil rights leaders seated at the last supper.
"He may have stumbled, but he's not fallen," Crystal Gray, a minister at CenterPoint Baptist Church, said afterward.
White has until Thursday to remove his name from the ballot, the same day he is expected to enter a plea. But while some residents have mounted write-in campaigns in protest, there has otherwise been no broad chorus from within the ward calling on him to step aside. No broad support for an alternative candidate so far. And no public comment at all from White in response to the charges, leading many in the ward, plenty begrudgingly, to accept that he is likely to remain their Democratic nominee.
The situation has created a political conundrum for community leaders. Many said in interviews that they see no other feasible course of action than to vote for him, believing his base of support is too strong to gamble on a write-in campaign that could -- in an unlikely but worst-case scenario -- splinter the Democratic vote and give rise to the Republican nominee.
Should White be convicted or expelled by the D.C. Council, a special election would be held to replace him -- a more palatable scenario for many Ward 8 community leaders who could then push for a replacement candidate and ensure Democrats retain control of the seat. The city's Democratic Party could also put forth a new general election candidate this week if White withdraws from the race. But he's given no signal that he plans to bow out voluntarily.
"I'm humbled and I'm encouraged by the love and support of the people," White said in a brief comment to The Post after Saturday's prayer service before drifting into another conversation. "At this point, I just put it all in God's hands."
White won the Democratic primary in June with 51 percent of the vote. He defeated two challengers while facing massive fines for campaign finance violations, some of which remain unresolved -- another issue that has barely withered his support.
A two-term lawmaker, White styles himself after former "mayor for life" Marion Barry, a mentor who famously revived his political career after being arrested in an FBI sting operation. Among his constituents, White is less known for legislating than he is for showing up to help them or to join demonstrations, including recent protests related to the police shooting of Justin Robinson, endearing him to supporters.
While White's arrest shook the community, few high-profile leaders have called on him to withdraw from the race, though the D.C. Young Democrats are one exception. In a statement on Sunday, that group said that Ward 8 Democratic voters are "asked to make an almost impossible choice in November: between a Republican who doesn't share our values and a nominee who, by all logical accounts, has violated them."
Charles Wilson, chair of the D.C. Democratic Party, said there is little the party can do if White does not remove himself from the ballot. Asked whether the party will endorse White for reelection, Wilson said party members haven't yet decided. He declined to share his opinion.
"This has been a tough situation to be in, because on one end, the party is all about helping get Democrats elected," Wilson said. "And on the other hand, we all believe that our Democratic leaders should be accountable."
Troy Donte Prestwood, president of the Ward 8 Democrats, said he would have more to say about his position on White's candidacy when the ballot is set after Thursday. Both he and Wilson described write-in campaigns as herculean endeavors that would be difficult to pull off.
"I think it's easier to land a man on Mars than it is to run a write-in campaign at this late juncture in the game," Prestwood said.
So far, according to the Board of Elections, four residents have officially filed as write-in candidates: Michael Brown, a retired electrician; Olivia Henderson, a former advisory neighborhood commissioner; Khadijah Long, a social services professional; and June Sherman, who is not well-known in Ward 8 political circles. Markus Batchelor, a former state board of education representative, said he intends to run as a write-in, though he has not yet filed with the Board of Elections.
"They say a write-in can't win -- I'm gonna make them into believers," Henderson told Ward 8 seniors at a candidate forum in Congress Heights on Wednesday, saying that it is clear the ward needs "new leadership."
"We need a clean house," Long said at the same event.
The write-in candidates are likely to have a challenging road ahead in their effort to build a campaign infrastructure on the fly while convincing voters to trust them as newer candidates with less visibility than White. But several highlighted a key selling point: They are not charged with bribery.
Still, for other area leaders, backing White is part of a more complicated political calculus.
Stuart Anderson, the second vice president of the Ward 8 Democrats, managed White's 2016 campaign but ran against him in 2020 and backed an opponent, Salim Adofo, in the June Democratic primary election. But he said he plans to vote for White in November, citing his belief in due process and that any investigations into White will probably stretch well beyond Election Day.
"I'm far from a Trayon groupie," Anderson said. "I believe in the democratic process. In this moment, this period, the best way to do that is to encourage people to vote Trayon and wait for a special election."
But others say supporting White now presents a moral dilemma that can't be ignored. Longtime Ward 8 activist Philip Pannell last month called on Ward 8 community leaders to urge White to resign -- a plea that has thus far gained little steam.
"I know that the activists and leaders in Ward 8 are giving a standard line that people are innocent until proven guilty. I believe that also," Pannell said. "There's also the legal realm, and there's the political and common-sense realm. I think it would be tragic if in January we see him having to be sworn in again."
White's other opponent in the Democratic primary, Rahman Branch, said the initial allegations against White were "pretty damning." But while he was undecided on which candidate to support, Branch said, he is still extending White the bedrock innocent-until-proven-guilty principle -- a sentiment he said he has seen reflected broadly across the ward.
"I think a lot of people are cautious about just blindly believing what's told until they get further information," Branch said. "So I think that's a safe and respectful way to handle it, mainly because, you know, our community is very aware of wrongfully charged individuals. Not to say that this is that, but just to say that we've learned in the past that we should probably wait to get all the facts before we rush to judgment, no matter how damaging the information may look."
Others were rattled by the FBI's tactic of using a government informant to record White.
"I cannot find myself being angry at a person for falling into a trap that was set and specifically designed for them to fall into," said Erica Green, a Ward 8 advisory neighborhood commissioner. "Is accepting bribes as an elected official right? Absolutely not. Do I think our council member is a victim of entrapment? Yes. I think he was tricked."
Sandra S.S. Seegars, a longtime community leader in Ward 8, says she has never voted for White but plans to cast her vote for him in November. Her biggest fear is that the write-in candidates could divide voter support and create a path to victory for Nate Derenge, the Trump-backing Republican on the ballot who has sold himself as a "capable alternative" to White.
Among other things, Derenge's platform suggests withholding food and housing assistance benefits from low-income residents, which he believes encourages cycles of poverty, to punish families with chronically truant schoolchildren. In an interview he acknowledged the plan was "pretty extreme" but said he would work with other council members on compromises.
"[Derenge] doesn't need to be a council member, especially in Ward 8," Seegars said. By electing White, she said, "We may lose the battle, but we're trying to win the war."
Seegars and others say the varying opinions on White's bribery charge and how to approach the election illustrate fractures in Ward 8's leadership structure.
But for Michael Palmer-Bey, a lifelong Ward 8 resident who was previously helped by White, there is no question who is in charge. At the prayer service on Saturday, Palmer-Bey looked White in the eyes before telling him to keep his "chin up."
"You are our leader. You are still leading. You are still teaching right now," Palmer-Bey said. "So keep fighting, and we're going to fight with you."
White is expected in court Thursday afternoon -- where he invited that same support network to follow him as he steps inside the building.
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On 9/11, first responders in D.C. region gather to remember the lives lost
A ceremony in Arlington was one of several held across the Washington region to commemorate the victims of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks. 
By Clarence Williams | 2024-09-11

A man wipes his eyes as he walks through the 9/11 Pentagon Memorial on Wednesday in Washington. (Kevin Wolf/AP)


Worry and uncertainty mounted as news trickled into Randy McKnight's school, H-B Woodlawn in Arlington, about planes crashing into New York skyscrapers and later at the Pentagon on the morning of Sept. 11, 2001.
Some of the English teacher's students had parents at the Pentagon. Another girl's father was a pilot.
"I just remember it so vividly. They couldn't get in touch," McKnight said in an interview.
Wednesday morning, 23 years to the day after the attack, the 80-year-old retiree's eyes misted with emotion as flags were lowered to half-staff during a ceremony outside the Ellen M. Bozman County Government Center. Dozens attended the Arlington County event, which was one of several ceremonies held across the D.C. region to remember the lives lost that day.
He had watched 9/11 ceremonies many times online or television, but this week he decided to come in person to honor "the courage and commitment of all the first responders."
"I feel like I have to witness for those innocent people who died, not only that day but in the wars that spawned out of that evil act," McKnight said.
Sunshine shimmered across the polished the deep red of an Arlington County Fire Department ladder truck and the ceremonial axes of an honor guard Wednesday morning. Dress blues and white gloves were the uniform of the day as police and fire officials silently stood shoulder to shoulder.
"It is a memory of a moment in history, when the world as we knew it changed forever," Arlington Fire Department Capt. David Santini told those gathered at the event.
At precisely 9:37 a.m. the procession fell silent to recognize the moment Flight 77 crashed into the military headquarters and killed 184 people.
Heads bowed.
"As we pause each year on this anniversary to remember, their families are reminded of their loss every day," Santini said.
Santini described 20 days of toil by county firefighters and police to save lives and extinguish flames, but also the toll endured by the effects of cancer and illness long after the attack.
Public safety leaders carried a wreath beneath flagpoles where the honor guard lowered the U.S. and Virginia flags to half-staff.
The familiar somber tones of "Taps" echoed across the scene.
Arlington Deputy Police Chief Wayne Vincent said rituals are key reminders for not only remembering lives lost but communal connection.
"Ceremonies like this really truly bring to heart 'never forget,' " Vincent said in an interview. "Never forget those in public safety who were lost both here, in Shanksville and New York and also what this community went through." He urged people to "continue to come together to celebrate those who were lost."
At the National Law Enforcement Memorial in Northwest, where the names of fallen officers are etched in stone, dozens of law enforcement officials gathered to pay homage in an afternoon ceremony.
U.S. Capitol Police Assistant Chief Ashan Benedict and D.C. police Assistant Chief Jeffrey Carroll led a handful of guests who read the names of officers who died on Sept. 11 or because of illnesses as a result of their service in the rubble in Manhattan and the Pentagon. As each speaker finished reading their list of the fallen, a bell tolled in their honor.
Speakers praised the courage police and firefighters who not only rushed into the danger but stayed for days within the danger zone.
The list began with 72 officers who were killed in the initial hours and days of the attacks, said Bill Alexander, CEO of the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund. But injuries, cancer and related illnesses from exposure to toxins that day have added more than 400 names to the memorial's panels. "And counting," Alexander told the crowd.
Keynote speaker Pat Montuore, the founder and CEO of Police Unity Tour, lamented the loss of teaching the history of Sept. 11 in schools and to future generations. He urged the crowd to honor those who willingly sacrificed for others and their survivors with a singular, lasting act.
"Remember," Montuore said. "I love you all. God bless. Stay safe. And make sure you remember."

First responders attend a flag-unfurling ceremony Wednesday to commemorate the 23rd anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attack at the Pentagon in Arlington. (Shawn Thew/Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)
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PM Update: Mainly clear and continued pleasant through Thursday
Not much change in our weather through tomorrow. Maybe a touch less warm. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-09-11

Sun rising behind the Marine Corps Memorial. (Jeannie in D.C./Flickr)


Warm weather hung on in the area today. Most spots ended up a few degrees above average for the date as highs reached the low and mid-80s. If you like our current weather regime, you'll like what's ahead because it's generally more of the same. Tomorrow may feature temperatures a touch cooler than today. Other than that, mainly smooth sailing. 
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: Like last night, humidity levels regulate our temperature falls somewhat. It'll be seasonable but not super cool. Mainly upper 50s to mid-60s. Some patchy fog could develop late.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): It should be similar to today. Maybe some more clouds, but not a lot more if so. Afternoon readings should rise to around 80 and into the low 80s. Winds probably blow lightly from the southeast.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
Astronomical fall approaches: We've now got nine days until average highs fall into the 70s in Washington. While it should stay warm through the weekend and into next week, some hints of that kind of weather are showing up by late next week. 

Mainly mild and pleasant ahead. (weatherbell.com)
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Road closures planned for funeral of slain D.C. police officer 
The road closures, according to the D.C. police department, are expected between 1 and 3 p.m. 
By Emily Davies | 2024-09-11

Police officers during a funeral procession for Wayne David in D.C. on Aug. 30. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post)


Some roads in Northeast Washington as well as Prince George's County, Md., and parts of the Beltway will be closed to traffic Thursday afternoon as a veteran D.C. police officer killed by a gun he was trying to recover is laid to rest.
Wayne David, 51, was a father of two who spent nearly half his life with the police department. He will be eulogized at Ebenezer AME Church in Prince George's County and buried at Fort Lincoln Cemetery.
The road closures, according to the D.C. police department, are expected between 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. in the following areas:
David's passing marks the D.C. police department's first line-of-duty death in four years. He was seen as central to the culture of the department and an expert in crime fighting, his peers have said. He trained multiple colleagues who later rose to top leadership roles; he was widely beloved for his relentless ability to find and create joy.

Wayne David will be eulogized at Ebenezer AME Church in Prince George's County. (D.C. police)


David died doing what his colleagues say he knew how to do as well as anyone: recover guns. The 25-year veteran was among the original members of the gun recovery unit, and he worked in the unit beyond his retirement age.
He was called for that routine yet dangerous task Aug. 28, after a Maryland man fleeing police officers discarded a loaded Smith & Weston firearm into a storm drain in Northeast Washington. It landed two or three feet down in the drain, officials said, which was covered by a grate.
Officials said David used a metal tool, which is typically used to unlock car doors, to try to reach the weapon when suddenly it discharged, striking him in the head.
Police later arrested Tyrell Bailey, 27, on three weapons-related charges, including a count of unlawful possession of a firearm with a prior conviction. They said he was the man who discarded the gun that killed their colleague.
"It's a great tragedy to our community, it's a great tragedy to our police department, with the loss of Wayne," said Executive Assistant Chief Jeffery Carroll, who was trained by David in 2003 and appeared emotional at a previous news conference about the case. "That's all I can really say."
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Video of D.C. police fatally shooting violence interrupter sparks protests 
Anger was already simmering when footage was released of the fatal police shooting of Justin Robinson, 26, who worked as a violence interrupter in D.C.
By Jenny Gathright, Ellie Silverman, Peter Hermann, Emma Uber, Tom Jackman | 2024-09-11

Protesters gather Sunday at the D.C. McDonalds where Justin Robinson was killed by police. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


Rising tensions in the nation's capital over the police killing of a man who had worked to stop violence boiled over Monday night following the release of body-camera videos from two officers involved in the fatal shooting, sparking unrest reminiscent of the city's protest-filled summer and fall of 2020.
People angry about the shooting took to the streets in protest in the hours after officials published the footage. D.C. police said they made five arrests related to burglaries or attempted burglaries of various businesses overnight, including a Gucci store in downtown's City Center development and two liquor stores in Georgetown, and police said they were investigating whether those incidents were connected to the demonstrations.
Anger was already simmering over the death of Justin Robinson, 26, a resident of Southeast Washington who was employed as a violence interrupter with D.C.'s Cure the Streets program. He worked for the National Association for the Advancement of Returning Citizens, which is contracted by the D.C. attorney general' s office to quell conflicts between crews in several D.C. neighborhoods.

Justin Robinson, a violence interrupter who was fatally shot by D.C. police. (Handout)


A large vigil was held Friday, and community members and Robinson's family decried the sudden shooting.
"A lot of people was crushed and hurt" by Robinson's killing, said Curtis "Coach Peedy" Monroe, a program manager with the Alliance of Concerned Men, who said Robinson was known for his credibility and talent in mediating violence in the MLK  neighborhood, where he was from. People saw him change his life -- and it inspired others to do the same, Monroe said. "He wanted change and peace," said Monroe.
The body-camera footage released late Monday captured the chaotic moments when officers surrounded Robinson's car after it crashed into a McDonald's restaurant, and as they attempted to rouse him, before ultimately opening fire in a manner that elicited outrage from his family and supporters.
Police said officers could see a handgun in Robinson's lap. When he stirred, several officers began yelling at him to put his hands up, according to the video, which shows one officer pointing his gun at Robinson and threatening to shoot him in the face. Robinson's movements in the next critical moments captured on bodycamera footage in the predawn exchange are not clear. Police say Robinson grabbed the officer's weapon.  When he allegedly reached for the officer's gun, the officer -- identified by D.C. police as Bryan Gilchrist -- fired 10 shots at Robinson, while a second officer, Vasco Mateus, fired one shot.

Protesters march down Alabama Avenue SE on Tuesday. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


"What happened to Justin was not de-escalation, it wasn't proportional and it wasn't reasonable. It was brutality," Brandon Burrell, a lawyer for Robinson's family, said in a statement.
D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith, at a news conference, declined to comment on whether the officers at the scene followed protocol, saying that would be part of the investigation into the shooting. The officers have not responded to interview requests.
The footage was published the same day police in Miami released video of NFL player Tyreek Hill being yanked from his car and handcuffed facedown on the ground during a traffic stop, rekindling national debate about police violence against Black people. And on Tuesday, sentencing began for two D.C. police officers who were convicted of killing 20-year-old Karon Hylton-Brown as he fled from them on a moped in October 2020. That incident set off a round of demonstrations and marches that followed the summer-long protests of the police killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis, which turned parts of Washington into a landscape of boarded-up storefronts.

Protesters form a chain outside the District 7 police precinct on Tuesday. (Robb Hill for The Washington Pos)


Policing experts who reviewed the video for this article said that while the situation appears to have been challenging for officers, police could have tried other things before approaching the vehicle.
"From a tactical perspective, it's really poor from start to finish in my view," said William Terrill, a criminology professor at Arizona State University who studies police use of force. Officers could have set up a perimeter and tried to wake Robinson from a distance with a loudspeaker, he said, because no one else was in the car or appeared to be in immediate danger from the weapon in Robinson's lap, so there was no need to rush.
Ian Adams, a policing scholar at the University of South Carolina, credited the D.C. officers with initially considering standard policing tactics, such as trying to remove the gun without startling Robinson. However, he predicted that investigators would question why officers advanced once he moved. "We typically teach officers that cover and distance are the best first tactic," he said.
The D.C. police department's use-of-force guidelines do not specifically address the circumstances surrounding these types of encounters, though police policies prohibit officers in most instances from firing at moving vehicles and say that officers "shall avoid tactics that could place them in a position where a vehicle could be used against them." Police say that such directives are designed to govern policy but that tactics can change in an instant depending on a variety of nuanced factors, such as whether the firearm is within reach of the person.

Hundreds of people gathered Friday for a vigil in honor of Justin Robinson, 26, who was fatally shot by two D.C. police officers. (Jenny Gathright/The Washington Post)


The footage released Monday from the body cameras of Gilchrist and Mateus captures officers deciding to box in Robinson's vehicle with two police cars, then gaming out their next moves. One suggested reaching through an open back window to unlock the door, so officers could grab Robinson's gun. Some discussed using a ballistic shield to approach the car.
As they talked, Robinson began to stir, eliciting a swift response from officers who approached the car and yelled at him to keep his hands off his gun and to put his hands up. When he rolled his window partially down, the video shows, an officer whom police identified as Gilchrist pointed his gun toward him through the open window. Robinson can be seen reaching his hand toward the weapon.
"I'll shoot you in your [expletive] face," Gilchrist said. He fired 10 shots at Robinson, and Mateus fired one additional shot, officials said.
A different vantage point in a video published by police also showed a gun dropping onto Robinson's lap as shots were fired. It is difficult to tell where it came from in the footage, but police officials identified that gun as Robinson's.
The police account and video echo the August 2021 fatal shooting of an armed man roused from sleep at the wheel of a running car in Northeast Washington, for which D.C. Police Sgt. Enis Jevric, 42, was sentenced last month to five years in prison after pleading guilty to involuntary manslaughter. Then, as with Robinson, officers surrounded the car of 27-year-old An'Twan Gilmore, debated what to do with his vehicle's closed windows and doors, and in that case had Jevric take the lead role with a ballistic shield as he and other officers with their weapons drawn attempted to wake the driver. In that case, police found Gilmore with a loaded handgun in his waistband, where they said they saw it initially.
In Jevric's case both the government and his defense cited the novelty and danger of the situation, saying police had no procedure for dealing with an armed, sleeping or unconscious person locked in a vehicle. Police after Gilmore's shooting adopted a policy that officers should respond to such an instance as if it were a barricade-type situation, calling in special response units with protective gear. It is not clear why that did not immediately occur in Robinson's case, though one officer can be seen holding a large riot shield. Police officials said Monday that officers can choose to declare a barricade situation that triggers the arrival of an Emergency Response Team of officers with specialized training. They said Robinson awoke as police were still deciding whether to declare a barricade.
D.C. police said little about the officers who fired, including whether they had been involved in previous instances of serious or deadly uses of force. Public salary database records show Gilchrist has been on the force a little over two years and Mateus four years. Both officers have been placed on paid administrative leave. The U.S. attorney's office for D.C. will decide if criminal charges are warranted. A spokeswoman for the office declined to comment, saying only that the shooting was under investigation.
Burrell, the family attorney, said he was not sure what caused Robinson's car to crash that night.
"Obviously the person who could give the most answers was Justin," he said. But what happened next, Burrell said, was inappropriate. "I would like an answer about whether it was consistent with policy for when Justin rolls down that window for the officer to stick his gun in the window and in Justin's face," said Burrell. "I think anyone who woke up with a gun in their face would have that reaction."

The window of an eyewear store at City Center in downtown D.C. is boarded up Tuesday after a night of vandalism. (Emma Uber/The Washington Post)


Smith, at a news conference Monday, pledged that police would "continue to be transparent as we investigate this incident, as long as it does not compromise the investigation." She added, "Any loss of life is a tragic outcome for the family and our community."
Jawanna Hardy, who runs an anti-violence nonprofit called Guns Down Friday, said she mobilized Monday night when she saw "youth talk" on social media after the video was released that didn't sound positive.
She reached out to those young people -- and their parents -- and said that while she understood their desire to do something, this was not the right time. She told them to go home and stay home.
"Kids," she recalled telling them, "you guys need to be in the house. You need to be trained to protest. You have to be with responsible adults, and Ms. Hardy is not going downtown tonight."
In total, Hardy, who is also a violence interrupter, estimates she stopped about 30 kids from protesting Monday night. Still, she said she understands the overwhelming anger and devastation people are feeling after watching the video of Robinson's death.
"To see that video, and for that to be someone who you stood by -- the person that influenced you to stop the violence has been violently killed -- is confusing," Hardy said. "Sometimes you're watching all your work, Justin's work, just go down the drain because of the way his life was taken. So, so tragic. So, so wrong."

D.C. Police Col. Jason Bagshaw talks with a man who gave his name only as Kevin after police clashed with residents near the District 7 precinct on Tuesday. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


On Tuesday, more than 100 protesters rallied and marched between the Seventh District police station and the McDonald's where Robinson was fatally shot.
Some held up posters reading, "I'm sleep, don't shoot." One woman printed the phrase on a T-shirt, while a 16-year-old girl wore a shirt showing a photo of her older brother and Robinson posing together in their high school football uniforms. At one point, the protesters locked arms with friends and strangers in a testament to Robinson's work as a violence interrupter.
About 10 p.m., D.C. police said, people began throwing bottles, rocks and other objects at officers. Police said they arrested seven people as of 12:30 a.m. Wednesday.
"Y'all being here. This is enough right here. We got different people from different neighborhoods standing in unity, standing together," said Jawan Johnson, 26, an outreach specialist with the Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement. "We're here to get your attention. Give us the justice we deserve."
Spencer S. Hsu and Martin Weil contributed to this report.
This story has been updated with additional details about the body-camera footage.
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NFL best bets for Week 2: The one time you can trust the Giants
Finding the best value bets for this week's NFL slate.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-09-12

New York Giants quarterback Daniel Jones had a rough outing in Week 1, but he typically plays better against Washington. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


That was a tough opening week. The Minnesota Vikings and New York Giants had a strong first quarter, scoring 10 points, but then fizzled in the second with just seven, costing us the first-half result we wanted. The Houston Texans missed an early two-point conversion, which ended up being the difference between covering the 21/2-point spread and costing us another winning ticket, despite their two-point victory over the Indianapolis Colts.
However, the Buffalo Bills' passing game struggled in the first half against the Arizona Cardinals, which led to quarterback Josh Allen sailing under his prop total, ending the game with 232 passing yards.
We won't count it in the weekly tally, but I did recommend using a boost on Saquon Barkley to score two touchdowns on X, so be sure you're following me in case I have another epiphany. Now let's look ahead to Week 2.
Best bets record in 2024: 1-2 (1-0 on player props)
Picks were made against the consensus point spreads as of Wednesday morning; odds that have since changed have been updated in bold type, but picks are locked in at the earlier odds.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Giants +11/2 or +112 (or better) on the money line
Washington's secondary was projected to be one of the worst in 2024 by Pro Football Focus, and the Commanders did nothing to dissuade us from that in Week 1, allowing Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Baker Mayfield to throw for 289 yards and four touchdowns -- good for an NFL-leading passer rating of 146.4.
The Giants' offense was awful in Week 1, scoring just six points against the Minnesota Vikings, but it should get a boost from facing the likes of Emmanuel Forbes Jr., Quan Martin and Mike Sainristil. Sainristil, a rookie out of Michigan, was ranked 73rd out of 74 qualified cornerbacks by Pro Football Focus for his Week 1 performance; he allowed six of seven targets to be caught for 55 yards, three first downs and a touchdown.
While Giants quarterback Daniel Jones struggled mightily against Minnesota, he typically plays better against Washington. In seven games against the division rival, he has a 98.0 passer rating -- compared with his 82.5 passer rating against every other team. (The league average passer rating since Jones was drafted in 2019 is 84.3.)
Monday, 8:15 p.m. | ESPN
Pick: Eagles -61/2
I agree with others who think Atlanta quarterback Kirk Cousins isn't completely healthy since suffering a torn Achilles' in Week 8 last season. Sure, Coach Raheem Morris said Cousins' struggles against the Pittsburgh Steelers in Week 1 weren't due to injury, but the team ran just one play with Cousins under center, opting instead for pistol (five dropbacks, per TruMedia) and shotgun (27 dropbacks) sets that limit how much he has to move on each play. Just as concerning: Cousins didn't attempt one play-action pass, which also requires more mobility from the quarterback, despite that being a staple of his game in the past.
Until we can be certain Cousins is healthy, it's best to fade Atlanta.
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Cardinals -11/2
The Rams are already decimated by injuries on offense. Wide receiver Puka Nacua, their breakout star from a year ago, is on injured reserve with a PCL sprain in his knee. Starting left guard Steve Avila has an MCL injury in his knee and also was placed on IR. Joe Noteboom, who started at left tackle in place of the suspended Alaric Jackson, suffered a high-ankle sprain and will miss multiple weeks. Starting right tackle Rob Havenstein missed the first game with an ankle injury and is considered day-to-day. Pro Football Focus rated the Rams' offensive line as average heading into the season, and this will only push them further down the list.
Plus, the Cardinals could be better than they looked against the Bills in their Week 1 loss. Per SportfolioKings' quality drive metric, which aims to capture the efficacy, durability and reproducibility of drive-level performance, independent of actual scoring outcomes (in other words, how well did they actually play, rather than how both teams scored), the game should have been tied at 19.
Picks for the rest of Week 2
The plays above represent our best bets of the week, because our analysis shows their value is the most lucrative compared with what we expect to happen on the field. Below, you will find against-the-spread picks for all of the games on this week's schedule.
However, trying to pick every game is something of a fool's errand. The house wins so often partly because bettors try to make too many plays when the odds aren't in their favor. Keep that in mind when evaluating the remaining games from this week's schedule.
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. | Prime Video
Pick: Dolphins -21/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Raiders +9
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Panthers +61/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Saints +61/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Lions -7
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Packers +3
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Jaguars -31/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Vikings +51/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Patriots +3
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Titans +31/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Steelers -3
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Chiefs -6
Sunday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC
Pick: Texans -61/2
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Watch the film, and Jayden Daniels's rushing isn't so alarming
A detailed film review of Jayden Daniels's rushing attempts during his NFL debut with the Commanders.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-09-12

Jayden Daniels was credited with 16 runs Sunday, but one was a kneel-down and another a missed backward pass. Of his 14 actual runs, seven were scrambles. (Peter Joneleit/AP)


My esteemed colleague Thomas Boswell made the case that Jayden Daniels running 16 times in his NFL debut was "coaching malfeasance," and many commenters agreed. Sure, seeing the franchise quarterback exposed to potential hits can be troubling -- and a sober reminder of Washington's last great hope, who shined bright and burned out fast.
But a deeper look at Daniels's running plays during the Commanders' 37-20 loss to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers on Sunday should soothe some concerns.
Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's play-calling didn't overexpose his quarterback, and Daniels -- whose reputation for recklessness can be overstated -- mostly protected himself, even though it was disconcerting to see his helmet pop off twice.
Let's start here: Two rushes were technicalities. One was a kneel before halftime, and another was a swing pass that went backward and was therefore labeled a fumbled rush.
Of his 14 actual runs, seven were scrambles.
Scrambling seven times in one game is a lot. It happens only a few times each season. But in his NFL debut, against a blitz-heavy defense, it made sense that Daniels would lean on his legs as an escape hatch. If he played the game again, he probably would "let it rip" a few times instead of taking off, Coach Dan Quinn said.
"We'd love to see him remain a passer first, and I think it's going to come with more experience," he added.
Now let's look at the seven designed runs. Three were zone-read keepers, a concept Daniels has excelled at since Pop Warner, and perhaps surprisingly Kingsbury ran him four times in short-yardage situations.
The first one worked beautifully: Daniels faked a handoff and outran a linebacker to convert on fourth and one.

Jayden Daniels's first designed rush of the game was a fake to convert on fourth and one. 


The second did, too: He took a zone-read keeper basically untouched into the end zone.

Jayden Daniels has run the zone read since Pop Warner. 


The last two, back-to-back at the goal line, led to more contact.








Going forward, the Commanders will have to grapple with the risks and rewards of using Daniels in short-yardage situations, especially near the goal line, where he could take big hits. But Arizona State and LSU used Daniels similarly; he even regularly sneaked successfully.
Kingsbury's most curious calls were two runs that seemed targeted inside, where Daniels wouldn't have much space.
The first was on first down early in the third quarter. Daniels pulled the ball and ran between the tackles for two yards.

Jayden Daniels's second real run of the game was a curious design between the tackles. 


The second was early in the fourth quarter. Daniels cut outside and got down before he could be hit.




Those concepts seem better suited to a heavier quarterback, such as Philadelphia's Jalen Hurts, and may have bothered Quinn.
"We certainly don't want the [runs] that are inside and where his helmet gets knocked around," he said after the game. "Those are things that we can work through, for sure."
In the end, Daniels took four hits while running -- three on designed runs and one on a scramble that was flagged for being helmet to helmet. He was also hit twice on sacks in the pocket.
It's easy to understand the concerns. It's valid to have PTSD from Robert Griffin III. But after a thorough review, the worry over Daniels is a bit overstated.
In Sunday's home opener, Quinn can get rid of the bad taste from Week 1 and also exorcise some demons. Under Coach Ron Rivera, Washington was 2-5-1 against the New York Giants and endured some humiliating losses, including last season against undrafted rookie quarterback Tommy DeVito.
This is Washington's most winnable game of the season, according to Inpredictable, a sports betting analysis site. The Commanders are generally favored by about 21/2 points.
They must stop Giants quarterback Daniel Jones, who, in his return from an ACL tear suffered last season, didn't look good in a 28-6 loss to the Minnesota Vikings last week. But Jones has historically been outstanding against Washington, completing nearly 70 percent of his passes for 10 touchdowns and just three interceptions.
It's important for the Commanders, in the first year of a rebuild, to prove they're growing by ending the season above the Giants in the standings.
Quinn gave a presentation to his team Wednesday about the terrorist attacks 23 years ago because he knew many of his players were too young to remember them and wanted to emphasize "there are heroes among us every day."
Daniels, who was born Dec. 18, 2000, was not yet a year old.
"Obviously, it was a tragedy," the quarterback said. "From what I hear, it's like, man, it was a crazy thing. My parents were telling me before that you could just walk up to your gate at the airport, stuff like that. But now me growing up, you see TSA, you see things like that. So it's just a tragedy, and obviously everything that happened that day will never be forgotten."
Second-round defensive tackle Johnny Newton (foot) is "trending in the right way" and may make his debut Sunday, Quinn said. He didn't practice Wednesday but will Thursday when the Commanders put on the pads.
Cornerback Emmanuel Forbes Jr. (thumb) is not expected to miss time, and tight end Zach Ertz (rest) did not practice Wednesday.
Noah Brown, the recently acquired wide receiver, is up to speed on the scheme and could debut Sunday as well, Quinn said.
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A revived Pac-12 to add four Mountain West schools, including Boise State
Boise State, Colorado State, Fresno State and San Diego State are leaving the Mountain West to join Oregon State and Washington State in the Pac-12 in 2026-27.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-09-12

The Pac-12 is set to expand, with Boise State, Fresno State, Colorado State and San Diego State planning to leave the Mountain West for the 2026-27 academic year. (Christian Petersen/Getty Images)


The Pac-12 Conference, severely hobbled after 10 of its 12 member schools left the league effective this year in the latest round of college sports realignment, will add four Mountain West schools as it seeks to reinvigorate itself, officials announced Thursday.
The Pac-12's board of directors voted unanimously to admit Boise State, San Diego State, Colorado State and Fresno State, who will join Oregon State and Washington State in all conference sports for the 2026-27 academic year. The league will need to add only two more members to reach the minimum eight required by the NCAA, which granted a two-year grace period to exist below that minimum after this year's exodus.
"For over a century, the Pac-12 Conference has been recognized as a leading brand in intercollegiate athletics," Commissioner Teresa Gould said in a statement. "We will continue to pursue bold cutting-edge opportunities for growth and progress, to best serve our member institutions and student-athletes. I am thankful to our board for their efforts to welcome Boise State University, Colorado State University, California State University, Fresno, and San Diego State University to the conference. An exciting new era for the Pac-12 Conference begins today."
Conference realignment, spurred largely by schools' efforts to maximize the television revenue generated by their football programs, gutted the Pac-12 and left its future in significant doubt. Southern California, UCLA, Washington and Oregon left to join the Big Ten; the Big 12 gobbled up Arizona, Arizona State, Colorado and Utah; and the ACC poached Stanford and California.
That left Oregon State and Washington State home alone in the Pac-12, competing as a nonautonomous Football Bowl Subdivision conference over the next two years and ineligible for an automatic bid to the expanded College Football Playoff.
Pac-12 officials have spent the past year considering how to preserve the lucrative league, and the addition of the four Mountain West schools is the first significant move in that effort.
According to an ESPN report, Mountain West bylaws require schools that leave to pay an exit fee of roughly $18 million with two years' notice, and the Pac-12 is expected to help the departing schools pay those fees. The Pac-12 would also reportedly be subject to paying $43 million in poaching fees as outlined in the scheduling agreement between the conferences that allowed Oregon State and Washington State to play football games this year against Mountain West opponents. 
The Pac-12 is in financial position to make these expensive moves thanks in large part to a settlement agreement with the 10 schools that left the league.
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Tyreek Hill says he 'could have been better' but calls for officer's dismissal
Tyreek Hill called for the firing of Miami-Dade police officer Danny Torres, who was placed on administrative duty after Sunday's incident.
By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-09-12

Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill gestures as he calls for the police officer involved in his traffic stop to be fired. (Rebecca Blackwell/AP)


Three days after Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill was detained and handcuffed by police before his team's season opener Sunday, the NFL star said he could have been more cooperative during the traffic stop. Hill also said one of the officers involved in his detainment should be fired.
"Yes, I will say I could have been better. I could have let down my window in that instant," Hill told reporters at a news conference Wednesday. "Now, does that give them the right to literally beat the dog out of me? Absolutely not. But at the end of the day, I wish I could go back and do things a bit differently."

Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill spoke to reporters on Sept. 11 about a traffic stop where officers pulled him from his vehicle.


Hill was pulled over Sunday while driving down a street leading to the Dolphins' stadium in Miami Gardens, Fla. Body-camera footage of the incident released Monday by Miami-Dade police showed the exchange between officers and Hill escalated quickly.
Hill handed his license to the officer who stopped him and said: "Just give me my ticket, bro, so I can go. I'm going to be late. Do what you've got to do." After that comment, Hill rolled his window back up, prompting the officer to ask him to keep it down. Soon after, the officer raised his voice and repeated the command before telling Hill: "As a matter of fact, get out of the car. Get out of the car right now. We're not playing this game."

Police body-cam footage released Sept. 9 shows a dispute over a raised car window before officers drag Miami Dolphins wide receiver Tyreek Hill out of his car.


The 30-year-old was dragged out of his car and forced face-first onto the ground. Hill, who at one point said, "Don't tell me what to do," did not resist the officers' physical force. Later, when officers moved Hill to the sidewalk and attempted to sit him down, he protested that he just had surgery on his knee.
Hill later told CNN he rolled his window back up to avoid drawing unwanted attention to himself from passersby. "If I let my window down, people walking by, driving by, they're going to notice that it's me," he said. "And they're going to start taking pictures, and I didn't want to create a scene at all. I just really wanted to get the ticket and then go on about my way."
He was released from police custody after about 30 minutes and helped lead the Dolphins to a 20-17 victory over the Jacksonville Jaguars later Sunday.
In the aftermath of the incident, an attorney for Hill and the South Florida Police Benevolent Association released statements offering differing versions of the encounter. Hill's legal team said Monday it believed "this matter was escalated due to overzealous officers attempting to impose their authority," while the head of the police union described Hill as "uncooperative."
Dolphins Coach Mike McDaniel on Wednesday said of his initial reaction of the body-camera footage, "It wasn't shock; it was sadness."
The Fritz Pollard Alliance, a diversity group that works closely with the NFL on its hiring practices, in a statement Wednesday said it "strongly condemns the actions of the Miami-Dade police officers who on Sunday engaged Tyreek Hill, Calais Campbell, and Jonnu Smith in a violent, threatening, and demeaning manner. These three men experienced what scores of black and brown people across the country have experienced when interacting with police and what scores more fear. Thankfully, on this occasion, nobody was seriously hurt. Were Hill, Campbell, and Smith not ultimately recognized as NFL players, the outcome may have been dire."
In Hill's comments Wednesday, he said he has since spoken with family members who are police officers and reflected on the incident with his family. When asked about his emotions, he said he is "good" and "unfazed by it because I'm not the only one that goes through that."
Hill added that he had a minor stem cell procedure performed on his knee in Antigua -- in reference to the knee surgery he mentioned during his detainment.
Earlier Wednesday, Hill's attorney Julius Collins called for the dismissal of Miami-Dade police officer Danny Torres, whom he accused of at least twice putting his hands "on or around Mr. Hill's neck." Torres, a 27-year veteran of the department, was placed on administrative duty after the incident.
"Each action that a law enforcement official [takes] is governed by standard operating procedures," Collins said in a statement to CNN. "We are of the opinion that the officer's use of force was excessive, escalating, and reckless. We are demanding that the officer be terminated effective immediately."
Later Wednesday, when a reporter began to ask Hill if he believes Torres should be fired, the wide receiver made a pointing gesture.
"Gone," he said. "Gone. Gone. Gone. Gone."
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Robert Trent Jones braces for potential record turnout at Solheim Cup
Organizers hope this year's Solheim Cup, held in the D.C. suburbs, "will be the biggest Solheim Cup ever."
By Gene Wang | 2024-09-12

The U.S. players and their caddies pose for a team photograph at Robert Trent Jones Golf Club on Tuesday. (Matt York/AP) 


England's Laura Davies knows perhaps better than anyone how far the Solheim Cup has come since its inception in 1990. The LPGA Hall of Famer is the only player to have been a member of the first 12 European Solheim Cup teams and recalls an alarming dearth of spectators at the first few events.
The venues also fell well short of the glamorous destinations that host the Ryder Cup, the men's equivalent to the Solheim Cup that has become one of the most watched golf events worldwide. When Davies arrived at Robert Trent Jones Golf Club for the first time, however, the non-playing vice captain on this year's team was astounded by the property's majesty.
Designed by the renowned golf architect of the same name, the course in Gainesville, Va., is set for a Solheim Cup debut that will not only add to its lengthy history of hosting international tournaments but also, according to organizers, have a significant economic impact.
"The whole week so far has been great," Davies said. "The facilities that they've given us are out of this world. It's one of the best. We've been going to some great venues, but this is getting close to the top of the list -- especially if we win."
Located roughly 40 miles west of Washington, sprawling Robert Trent Jones, which hugs the shoreline of Lake Manassas, staged four Presidents Cups, including the inaugural edition in 1994, as well as the PGA Tour's defunct National tournament that was once hosted by Tiger Woods.
Even with that cachet, officials at the club -- which counts former presidents Barack Obama and George H.W. Bush as well as Sandra Day O'Connor, the first female Supreme Court justice, in its membership history -- are bracing for a surge in attendance expected to surpass all previous events.
Hotels within several miles of the 7,425-yard layout are fully booked or, in some cases, charging upward of $500 per night.
"Ticket sales-wise, we're really on track to probably make this the biggest Solheim Cup ever," said Penny Lee, a member of the board of trustees at Robert Trent Jones who estimated a $60 million financial footprint in the region from the Solheim Cup. "Having other big events here, too, it kind of laid a little bit of the groundwork, a starting point for us, and we're able to tweak and modernize and really just make it work for the Solheim Cup."
The intrigue surrounding a power-packed U.S. team and the growth of women's sports in recent years also have elevated interest. The United States has not won the Solheim Cup for three consecutive cycles after a 14-14 tie last year in Spain allowed the Europeans to retain the title.

Linn Grant, Maja Stark and Esther Henseleit of Team Europe during a news conference at Robert Trent Jones Golf Club. (Scott Taetsch/Getty Images) 


The Americans lost the previous two Solheim Cups in 2019 and 2021 by a combined three points. But this year's iteration of Team USA, at least on paper, has the makings of a buzz saw, featuring three players in the top 10 of the world rankings, including world Nos. 1 and 2, Nelly Korda and Lilia Vu, in addition to five in the top 20, with Megan Khang ranked 21st.
The Europeans have two players in the top 20 in No. 10 Celine Boutier of France and England's Charley Hull, ranked 12th. The next-highest-ranked player for Team Europe is Sweden's Linn Grant at No. 25.
"Some people have asked me what one word would be to describe Team USA this year, and I'm just going to say 'hungry,'" Khang said. "Nelly and I obviously being on the same amount of Solheim Cups [four] and not necessarily getting the job done last year kind of leaves not necessarily the best taste in your mouth. Luckily we didn't have to wait two years."
The Solheim Cup has moved to even-numbered years to avoid conflicting with the Ryder Cup. The women's event is being played in consecutive years for the first time since 2002 and 2003.
This week also carries special meaning for the members of Team USA given Wednesday's anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. The U.S. players went on a tour of the Pentagon on Monday and viewed the memorial in honor of the 184 victims who died in the facility and on American Airlines Flight 77.
On Wednesday morning, the players held a moment of silence at 8:46, commemorating when the first plane, American Airlines Flight 11, crashed into the World Trade Center 23 years ago. They also conducted a Zoom call with children of service members stationed in Germany as part of a partnership with the USO.
"That was one of the first things I noticed actually when I saw the dates of this event and that I was going to be captain, and it's really what has steered my direction with what I've done with the team this week," said U.S. captain Stacy Lewis, whose brother-in-law was a Navy SEAL. "We put an emphasis on being appreciative of what we get to do because we live in this great country. ... We get to do this because of the first responders, because of the military, and I wanted these players to know that, and I wanted them to be able to thank those people that protect us."
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Sports betting is everywhere, so why is the black market still thriving?
Despite the widespread legalization of sports betting in the U.S., the offshore black market continues to attract billions of dollars of wagers annually.
By Danny Funt | 2024-09-12

(Michael Domine/The Washington Post) 


Legal sports betting was supposed to put the black market out of business. Instead, even as regulated sportsbooks have become an ubiquitous part of the U.S. sports landscape, unsanctioned bookmakers continue to attract billions of dollars annually from Americans. That's why regulators in six states where sports betting is legal recently ordered Bovada, a prominent offshore sportsbook based in Curacao, to stop taking online bets from residents.
To some, the cease-and-desist letters from Colorado, Connecticut, Louisiana, Michigan, Ohio and West Virginia seemed like a toothless way of taking on a company that for years has violated U.S. laws against unregulated bookmaking -- akin to drug-enforcement agents asking cartels to please knock it off. Yet Bovada is withdrawing from those states, which raises the question: Why didn't regulators try this years ago?
"I don't have a good answer for you," Kurt Steinkamp, chief of staff of the Michigan Gaming Control Board, told The Washington Post. He cited the need to conduct investigations before sending cease-and-desist letters but added, "Perhaps it's an action that should have been taken sooner." He said to expect Michigan to go after other offshore sportsbooks in a similar fashion.
When the gambling industry urged the Supreme Court to strike down the federal ban on most bookmaking outside Nevada, it cited states' desire "to combat sprawling black markets for illegal sports gambling." Indeed, many of the 37 states to legalize sports betting since 2018 said doing so would help drive out operators from places such as Curacao, Costa Rica, Panama and Antigua that have thrived since the 1990s without paying U.S. taxes.
But a staggering amount of action continues to go offshore -- and bypass state and federal tax collectors -- despite the growing availability of licensed sportsbooks, which, unlike their black-market competitors, must comply with rigorous consumer protections and anti-money-laundering protocols.
Yield Sec, an organization that analyzes the gambling marketplace, estimates that nearly 900 illegal sportsbooks and online casinos target Americans. An online survey last year of about a thousand U.S. adults by the American Gaming Association found that nearly a quarter of online sports bets are still placed through unregulated operators, although that is down from 56 percent in 2019.
Stern letters won't be enough to snuff out companies estimated to handle tens of billions of dollars in illegal bets from Americans every year, which the AGA in 2022 said was costing states $700 million annually in tax revenue. Companies such as Bovada are licensed in the countries where they're headquartered but are not authorized to advertise and accept bets in the United States, even if bettors who place such bets are rarely prosecuted.
"If you take one [operator] down, three more pop up," said Rep. Dina Titus (D-Nev.), co-chair of the Congressional Gaming Caucus. Sometimes that's as simple as rebranding; Bovada operated in the United States as Bodog until 2011.
Sometimes, customers don't even realize they're wagering illegally, said Kristofer Gilman, the top gambling regulator in Connecticut. His office sent a cease-and-desist letter to Bovada after learning it was among Google's top results when constituents searched "online sportsbook."
When a reporter in North Carolina, which legalized sports betting in March, recently searched Google for "where to bet on sports online," the first page of results showed two other illegal sportsbooks, including BetUS, a Costa Rica-based operation that features former NFL quarterback Michael Vick in its ads.
Gilman said search engines shouldn't be directing Americans to criminal enterprises. A Google spokesperson said: "We are guided by local law in removing pages from Google Search. When authorities alert us to search results that violate the law, we review those requests quickly and take appropriate action."
In California, where sports betting is illegal, some people recently received magazines in the mail with Vick on the cover published by BetUS, describing itself as "America's Favorite Sportsbook" since 1994. (Christopher Costigan, who runs a gambling news site focused on the offshore market, said there's uncertainty, perhaps intentionally, over whether BetUS is pronounced "bet us" or "bet U.S.") Bovada and BetUS did not respond to requests for comment.

Sports betting of some sort is now legal in 38 states and the District of Columbia. (John Locher/AP)


The black market has several inherent advantages for luring bettors: extending credit, lax enforcement of age restrictions and a willingness to do business with cryptocurrency, allowing customers to avoid gambling transactions appearing on their bank statements. Bovada also lists Mastercard and Visa as accepted methods for depositing cash. A Mastercard spokesman did not address whether his company knew that Bovada accepts deposits with Mastercard but said it will "promptly investigate to ensure our customers and their merchants are in compliance with our standards." Visa did not respond to requests for comment.
The biggest offshore operators are also known to accept much larger wagers from winning bettors because that allows bookmakers at those companies to refine their odds based on this "sharp" action. U.S.-based operators, meanwhile, often aggressively limit customers who display winning tendencies -- a practice that has come under scrutiny in Massachusetts.
Billy Walters, whom ESPN once called "the world's most successful sports bettor," told The Post that in his heyday, roughly 80 percent of his betting was conducted offshore through his office in Panama City, while the rest was wagered in Nevada.
He recently co-founded a nonprofit, American Bettors' Voice, that is seeking more modest limiting policies from U.S. operators, which could lessen the black market's appeal.
"The vast majority of these people that they're throwing out haven't done anything wrong," he said. "If you violate a rule or your money's dirty, fine. But a guy who bet you on a ballgame because a quarterback was out and you didn't move your line, you're going to throw him out for that? You need to throw out the guy running your sportsbook."
Getting limited hardly requires Walters's abilities and bankroll. A 35-year-old accountant in the Detroit area said in an interview that he was happy to ditch his Bovada account when Michigan legalized sports betting in 2021. He started betting through licensed sportsbooks such as FanDuel, DraftKings and BetMGM, enticed by their generous offers to new customers. "I figured everybody could bet whatever they wanted to bet, and that I would never have to worry about limits, because I'm not betting massive amounts," said the customer, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he has made money from unlicensed sportsbooks, a misdemeanor in Michigan.
His bets rarely exceeded $1,000, he said. But after enough winning, operators cut down his limits, especially BetMGM, which he said now won't let him bet more than a penny on an MLB game. (BetMGM declined to comment.) Soon, he was back gambling with Bovada, and he said he'll continue betting with other offshore operators.
That, of course, comes with the risk of getting stiffed. In 2002, another Curacao-based sportsbook reportedly was on the hook for more than $3 million after the underdog New England Patriots defeated the St. Louis Rams in Super Bowl XXXVI. It closed shop rather than pay winnings.
Andrew Pace, founder of betting advice company inplayLIVE, said offshore operators refuse to process his withdrawal requests "all the time" for obscure reasons, such as needing to vet his credit score. But because of limits, people like him continue to bet with the black market, using digital workarounds such as virtual private networks, or VPNs, to circumvent geolocation restrictions on certain websites.
The offshore "post up" business, in which customers deposit funds as they would with a licensed sportsbook, "is a fraction of what it was 20 years ago," said Jonathan Lerner, who has sold data and content to sportsbooks throughout that period. The trendier way of betting illegally, he said, is through "paid-per-head" outfits in which an "agent" recruits high-end clients and manages their money while paying a company, often a few dollars per customer per week, to provide back-end software, setting the odds and displaying them on websites. This frees agents of bookmaking duties and spares per-head shops the danger of customers not paying up.
A former minor league baseball player allegedly used the per-head model for a complex, global bookmaking network that The Post exposed last year after a federal indictment.
Two years ago, Titus and 27 other members of Congress wrote Attorney General Merrick Garland, urging the Justice Department to investigate "predatory operations" offshore that facilitate massive tax evasion while undermining licensed operators and player-safety initiatives such as self-exclusion, which allows customers to prevent themselves from gambling at certain websites and physical locations.
Garland's office never replied, Titus said. The Justice Department declined to comment.
Richard Schuetz, a longtime casino executive and gambling regulator in the United States and abroad, said appeals to the Justice Department are "just drama," because "Merrick Garland is not going to go to Costa Rica and start arresting people." Any crackdown on offshore operators, he said, would require collaboration among U.S. diplomats and local governments.
"These are important outposts diplomatically," Schuetz added, "and no one gives a s--- that they're making some money because of U.S. bettors."
The State Department declined to comment.

As states promote licensed sportsbooks, some are also trying to crack down on offshore, unlicensed competitors. (Mike Segar/Reuters)


U.S. sportsbooks argue they can't compete with the favorable odds and generous promotions offered by illegal operators unless taxes are slashed. They have joined members of Congress and roughly a dozen states in pleading with the Justice Department to crack down.
But prosecuting black-market operators can be a game of whack-a-mole. Steve Budin and his bookmaker father left New York for the Caribbean in the 1990s to open one of the first offshore sportsbooks that took bets from Americans over the phone and online. They were indicted in 1998 after advertising brazenly in U.S. sports magazines with appeals such as: "Virtually no limits. Call if over $300,000."
"I folded because I wasn't going to fight the U.S. government," Budin said. "Twenty companies opened up immediately and filled that void."
Pinnacle, one of the world's largest bookmakers, withdrew from the United States soon after passage of the 2006 Unlawful Internet Gambling Enforcement Act. The company's chief executive, who goes by Paris Smith, had been named in an indictment shortly before then "for offenses related to the laundering of an estimated $250 million worth of Internet gambling wagers" at a previous company.
During a phone interview while driving in Curacao, Smith -- who left Pinnacle last year -- said the latest cease-and-desist letters won't deter Americans from finding ways to bet offshore, as long as a handful of sportsbooks dominate the legal market while limiting winners and promoting high-margin parlays that entice unsophisticated bettors.
After briefly pausing the interview because she said she accidentally ran over an iguana, Smith continued: "They're always saying, we're looking out for players. Clearly [that's] not the case."
What's also clear is that some offshore operators can be indifferent to player safety. Stories on message boards abound similar to that of Sam DeMello. A recovering compulsive sports gambler, he was living in California in March 2019 when he tried to self-exclude from Bovada. That June, he said, Bovada accepted his request to let him bet again. A month later, when he asked to permanently close his account because of his gambling problem, he said a company representative tried to keep him around by offering a deposit bonus.
When DeMello self-excluded from other offshore sites, he said, they emailed him messages such as: "We miss you. We would love you to come back. Here's $500 of free play."
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Caitlin Clark explains why she 'liked' Taylor Swift's Kamala Harris message
When asked Wednesday if her "like" equaled an endorsement for Kamala Harris, Caitlin Clark encouraged people to register to vote. 
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-09-12

Rather than endorsing a candidate for president, Caitlin Clark prefers to send a message with her T-shirt. (Darron Cummings/Associated Press)


Caitlin Clark may have clicked "like" on Taylor Swift's Instagram post endorsing Kamala Harris for president, but she stopped short of verbally proclaiming her support for the vice president, preferring instead to urge people to educate themselves and vote.
The Indiana Fever rookie was one of more than 10 million users who liked the post by the singer and self-proclaimed "childless cat lady," who endorsed Harris by writing in part after Tuesday night's presidential debate, "I'm voting for @kamalaharris because she fights for the rights and causes I believe need a warrior to champion them."
As with everything the women's basketball star does, Clark's click drew a ton of attention. Her caitlinclark22 account has 2.9 million followers. Swift's message to her 284 million followers included a plea to vote that drew more than 300,000 users to the link she provided. Like Swift, Clark recognized the influential reach that social media gives her.
"I have this amazing platform, so I think the biggest thing would be just to encourage people to register to vote," the former Iowa star told reporters who asked Wednesday if her "like" equaled an endorsement for Harris. "I think for myself, this is the second time I can vote in an election at age 22. I could vote when I was 18, so I think, do that. That's the biggest thing I can do with the platform that I have, and that's the same thing Taylor did.
"I think continuing to educate yourself with the candidates that we have, the policies that they're supporting. I think that's the biggest thing you can do, and that's what I would recommend to every single person that has that opportunity in our country."
Early in her inaugural WNBA season, Clark said it was "disappointing" and "not acceptable" that some people have used her name to promote racism and misogyny. "... Treating every single woman in this league with the same amount of respect, I think, it's just a basic human thing that everybody should do," she said in June.
Players and the league have a history of social and political involvement, and some members of Team USA emphasized their support for Harris before the Paris Olympics.
"We have been talking, especially with the social justice committee, finding a way to make sure that we can obviously back Kamala as much as we can. Because everything that we've been kind of working for this year ... has been about voting rights, reproductive rights," Breanna Stewart said in July.
"The things she stands for, we also stand for. So making sure that we can definitely stay united and continue to push the message of registering to vote, knowing where to vote and all the resources behind it."
Players used their clout in 2020 to protest then-Sen. Kelly Loeffler and owner of the Atlanta Dream over her opposition to Black Lives Matter. Loeffler no longer owns the team and lost a runoff election against the Rev. Raphael G. Warnock, now one of Georgia's senators.
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Jayden Daniels will shatter before he stars if the Commanders keep this up
Washington's prized rookie quarterback had 16 carries in his opening game. That should never happen again. 
By Thomas M. Boswell | 2024-09-11

Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels ran 16 times during Sunday's loss to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. (Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post) 


On Sunday, in the first game of his NFL career, Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels ran the ball 16 times.
Just how reckless is Washington Coach Dan Quinn?
Here comes the answer.
How many times in their NFL careers do you think Cam Newton, Michael Vick, Josh Allen, Russell Wilson, Randall Cunningham, John Elway, Aaron Rodgers and Steve Young -- all great quarterbacks who were also thrilling and famously frequent runners -- had 16 carries in a game?
Combined. All of them. In their whole professional lives.
One time!
In 1,487 games, including the playoffs.
Is offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury the seer who, late in a 37-13 game, had this rookie run off tackle twice, including a goal-line collision where his helmet was blasted off -- for the second time? Do you guys need to cut your margin of mockery that desperately?
What Daniels was both assigned to do, and allowed to do, on Sunday in Tampa was coaching malfeasance on a franchicide scale. That's a new technical term for when you try to murder the franchise -- like when Mike Shanahan put RGIII back in for the second half of the Seattle playoff game because he was determined to show the NFL.
In the history of the NFL, only one quarterback has carried the ball 10 times per game on a consistent basis and survived: Lamar Jackson. And even the tough, elusive Baltimore Raven seldom runs the ball 16 times. His career average is 10.2 carries per game. He's also gotten hurt plenty.
The gap down in usage from Jackson to every other running quarterback is huge. Of quarterbacks with 500 career carries, the top five in carries per game (after Jackson) are the powerful Jalen Hurts (8.5), the 245-pound Newton (7.6), the 237-pound Allen (7.0), Vick (6.1) and Wilson (5.2).
Daniels, at a willowy 6-foot-4, 210 pounds, probably shouldn't be carrying the ball any more than the 6-4, 212-pound Cunningham, who averaged 4.8 carries. Cunningham played decades ago, when players were smaller, and he only carried the ball more than 12 times twice in his 16-year career.
My biggest fear is that those 16 insane carries reflect a lack of organizational control over a glamorous rookie who was the second pick in the draft. For a $37.7 million contract, you can tell a young player that he is a professional now and it is not okay for him to express himself, just as he always has.
Quinn's most self-incriminating comment after Sunday's loss was that Daniels "got to fully express all the things that he has."
Oh, please: We don't want to hinder his self-expression just so, for the first time in 50 years, Washington might have an NFL quarterback with a longer life expectancy than a car lease.
The Commanders' let-Jayden-be-Jayden game plan, their tolerance for Daniels heading downfield on scrambles through traffic as often as he would have at LSU and Quinn's comments afterward point toward No Adult in the Room Yet. How many times did ex-owner-from-hell Daniel Snyder empower a rookie "star" quarterback long before he had earned that status?
All the shifty, swift mobility that Daniels showed when he was behind the line of scrimmage Sunday was wonderful. Evading sacks, avoiding big hits, buying time in the pocket and rolling out so receivers can improvise a second (or third) route are all a big plus for a quarterback. Even running out of bounds for yardage before anyone can clobber you is usually good -- unless you judge wrongly and pay the price. But finishing the play in the middle of the field, as Daniels did nine times Sunday, is career self-immolation. Only in children's fiction is a sliding quarterback at midfield a "protected" person.
Calling quarterback runs, just for a garbage-time scoring drive or to make Daniels feel good, is irresponsible coaching. Around half of the 16 runs appeared to be called plays. Not once in all his improvised scrambles did Daniels even consider resetting the pocket behind the line of scrimmage. Don't Quinn and Kingsbury teach this skill: how to create a second and third pocket and invent a new play after you've escaped pressure and reset the pocket?
The modern NFL is a mobile quarterback's league. The broken play, the improvised play or the athletic-magician play is as central to the game as the name Patrick Mahomes.
But how many times does Mahomes run downfield?
Less than four times a game.
Maybe Daniels will be more Jackson than Mahomes. But that is unlikely. Jackson is the only elite quarterback -- ever -- who has been able to run so often. Mahomes is a variation on many other mobile, exciting quarterbacks before him, from Fran Tarkenton through Roger Staubach and Elway to Rodgers, who could drive defenses insane as they rambled around all the available acreage -- while looking downfield searching for a big play, not a seven-yard scramble and a cart ride to the hospital.
Every time Daniels rushes the ball a dozen times in a game in these early years of his career, it will be another defeat for the best possible development of his superb ability. And it will increase the chance that there will be no "later years" of his career.
If Week 1 of this Commanders season is remembered for anything, let it be the game when the team's fans -- and its coaches -- grasp the historical frame of reference for how many times a tall, lean quarterback, or any quarterback, should run the ball.
In their different ways, Newton and Allen, built like big linebackers, and the dash-fast Vick, built like a 6-foot, 210-pound running back, give us the parameters. Allen (so far) and Vick, in their careers, each had just four games when they carried the ball more than 12 times. Newton, who ran more often than any quarterback ever, only surpassed 12 carries 11 times in his 155-game career, including the playoffs.
Jayden Daniels has 16 carries after one game. For that, the Commanders' coaches should have their heads examined. Otherwise, Daniels soon will.
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College football best bets: Oregon State can keep it close vs. Oregon
The Beavers hope to get back at their in-state rivals after the demise of the Pac-12. They have a good shot.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-09-12

Running back Jam Griffin and Oregon State look to stick it to in-state rival Oregon in the latest edition of the Civil War. (Raul Romero Jr./AP)


These picks were a garbage-time Michigan touchdown away from a 3-1 Saturday in Week 2. Alas, the Wolverines' meaningless score killed our under bet in their loss to Texas, but I still scraped together a 2-2 day to get to 3-5 on the season.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 9 Oregon at Oregon State
Saturday at 3:30 p.m., Fox
The pick: Oregon State +161/2 (DraftKings or FanDuel)
The Ducks entered the season with national title hopes but have looked like anything but champions in their first two games. After a slog of a win over Football Championship Subdivision school Idaho to open the season, Oregon needed just about every break to go its way in Saturday's 37-34 win over Boise State, which was secured on a last-play field goal. The Ducks relied almost entirely on unsustainable big plays to score, with Dillon Gabriel throwing touchdown passes of 34 and 59 yards and the Ducks getting touchdowns on punt and kickoff returns. But the negatives are too much to ignore: Oregon had just two drives last more than five plays, committed nine penalties, gave up four sacks and allowed Boise State running back Ashton Jeanty to average 7.7 yards per carry and score three touchdowns. Behind a 1-2 punch of Jam Griffin (6.6 yards per carry) and Anthony Hankerson (5.7), the Beavers have bullied their two opponents on the ground, and their defense has kept foes off-script (their average third down length: 9.25 yards). They can keep it close in the latest edition of the Civil War.
Arkansas State at No. 17 Michigan
Saturday at noon, Big Ten Network
The pick: Michigan -221/2 (FanDuel)
There was a whole lot of bad in the Wolverines' home loss to Texas. Michigan committed three turnovers, and Texas scored on four of its five first-half drives (missing a field goal on the one it didn't). But the second half was more or less a stalemate: Take away the Longhorns' lone scoring drive over the final two quarters, and Texas gained just 15 second-half yards. I'll take that as a sign that Michigan's performance wasn't all bad, and it should be able to handle an Arkansas State team that has absolutely zero business being 2-0. The Red Wolves should have lost their opener to FCS Central Arkansas, and they were outgained again last weekend in terms of yards per play in a 28-24 victory over Tulsa (a non-cover that was predicted in this space). Arkansas State's postgame win expectancy against the Golden Hurricane was just 15.8 percent, and at some point soon its true colors are going to show. I'm seeing a get-right game for a Michigan team that's probably a little salty.
Florida International at Florida Atlantic
Saturday at 6 p.m., ESPN Plus
The pick: Florida International +51/2 (DraftKings)
I'm not sure what business FAU has being this big of a favorite. The Owls have scored all of 17 points through two games, and it's not like they've played a slate of paycheck games: They scored three more points at Michigan State in their opener than they did in an embarrassing 24-7 home loss to Army on Saturday. Only four Football Bowl Subdivision teams are averaging fewer yards per play than Florida Atlantic's 3.86, and quarterback Cam Fancher has thrown three interceptions already. FIU picked off four Central Michigan passes in a 52-16 blowout win last weekend, a sign that we could be on the verge of another Mike MacIntyre revitalization: The Panthers' coach turned things around at San Jose State and Colorado, and after two 4-8 seasons at FIU it looks as if he has things heading in the right direction, thanks in part to a bevy of returning production. Tom Herman's time at FAU, meanwhile, seems to be turning sour: The former Houston and Texas coach completely remade the roster with transfers this season, and it isn't working out. The Panthers haven't won the Shula Bowl rivalry game since 2016, and while they might lose again this year, they can keep it close.
North Texas at Texas Tech
Saturday at noon, Fox Sports 1
The pick: Over 691/2 (DraftKings)
This is the highest total on Saturday's board, for good reason. Both teams operate in a hurry on offense, with the Red Raiders ranking fifth nationally in seconds per play (20.4) and the Mean Green ranking 23rd (23.3). Both defenses have shown a penchant for giving up big plays as well: Texas Tech's opponents have 15 plays that have gained at least 20 yards through two games (only Jacksonville State and Georgia Tech have given up more), and North Texas has surrendered 11 such plays (tied for 107th in the nation). Mean Green quarterback Chandler Morris has 85 pass attempts already (No. 3 nationally) and is averaging 368.5 passing yards per game (No. 2). And Texas Tech has perhaps the worst passing defense of any Power Five team, surrendering nearly nine yards per attempt (and that includes a game against an FCS team, one in which it surrendered 51 points to Abilene Christian). It all adds up to a high-scoring affair in Lubbock.
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The first Week 1: Behind the scenes of a football program's varsity debut
Last week, the Guilford Park Panthers faced an unusual and daunting challenge: their first varsity football game. 
By Noah Ferguson | 2024-09-12
On a practice field in Howard County, a rhythm builds. Guilford Park's players set the beat, pounding their hands together as they move in lockstep through their warmups. They clap in unison before each stretch, the pace quickening each time they move up and down the field.
"Pick it up!" Coach Tom Montag says, his voice echoing across the baseball outfield the team uses to practice.
There's a sense of urgency in the air on this hot Tuesday afternoon in Jessup. In three days, the Panthers will play their first varsity football game, hosting crosstown rival Hammond. Guilford Park officially opened last year, pulling in underclassmen from Hammond, Long Reach and Howard. There are no seniors on this team.
In 72 hours, the stands that loom over the baseball outfield will be packed with a student body anxious to watch the varsity football team for the first time. This first game presents an unusual and daunting challenge for the Panthers. With time dwindling before the season opener, this Tuesday practice has a feverish energy, the underclassmen fueled by the desire to prove they are up to task.
"Guys older than us, seniors, they want to get a free win off of us, rack up some highlights, get a couple [scholarship] offers off of this game," junior linebacker Lance Johnson says. "We just got to play."

Coach Tom Montag came to Guilford Park after spending time as the defensive coordinator at Long Reach. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


For the first hour of practice, Montag is in near-constant motion. He circles the outfield donning a navy Guilford Park hoodie with a backpack hitched tight, unfazed by the early September sun. He watches his players with a keen eye, ready to pounce if he spots anything out of place.
A former Long Reach star and college linebacker at Salisbury, Montag returned to his hometown in 2019 looking for an opportunity to change the lives of young football players in Howard County. After he spent several seasons as the defensive coordinator at Long Reach, Guilford Park gave him the chance to lead his own program.
Since his arrival in 2023, Montag has worked to build his young program. The Panthers fielded a junior-varsity team last season, going 8-1 in an impressive campaign.
"We set the foundation," says Johnson, a Hammond transfer who came to Guilford Park with high school football experience and quickly found his voice in the locker room. "We just kept on the grind all throughout the season. ... We just balled out."









Guilford Park's first varsity game featured all the attractions of a typical high school football atmosphere. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


But Montag knows the jump to the varsity level provides a far steeper challenge. His team's first true test is rapidly approaching. And nearly halfway through this three-hour practice, he no longer likes the effort he is seeing from some of his players.
"Lackadaisical," Montag repeats, his backpack now laying on the sideline.
Minutes later, he utters the words no football player ever wants to hear.
"Get on the line!"
For the next few minutes, the Panthers sprint up and down the field as a penalty for, as one player later says, not being "locked in." The rest of the practice runs without a hitch.
Last season, Montag knew he couldn't always run practice at a breakneck pace. Some of his players might have looked like seniors, but most were still freshmen and sophomores getting their feet wet. Montag and his coaching staff gave the young group the fundamental training they needed in addition to a rigorous weight-room workload to prepare for the varsity jump.
"They were just sponges last year, which was awesome," Montag says.
As the sun starts to set, the neighboring football stadium casts a shadow over the conclusion of practice. The training wheels are officially off. Game day is coming.

The first game of Guilford Park's varsity season was sold out. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


Keenan Hall can feel his heart beating out of his chest. It's Friday night, and Guilford Park's junior left tackle -- all 6-foot-4 and 290 pounds of him -- is experiencing pregame jitters. Minutes before kickoff, the Panthers begin the long walk from the school building to the football field. A sold-out crowd awaits.
That crowd soon erupts into a roar as Guilford Park sprints onto the field, with Hall and Johnson leading the charge. They stand shoulder-to-shoulder as team captains at midfield, staring down a Hammond team hungry for a season-opening victory following a winless 2023.
Aside from Hall, the Panthers face a distinct size disadvantage. But that's not a surprise to the young squad.
"We may not be the biggest, we may be the smallest to everyone else in the county, but we all have the same mindset, like, 'Yo, these guys aren't just going to come up into our house and just mess us up,'" Johnson says. "We got to play with all of our heart, 110 percent as soon as the first whistle is blown."

Guilford Park linebacker Wade Walters and wide receiver Andrew Adams represent a Panthers team with no seniors. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


The Panthers receive the opening kickoff, and Guilford Park's first varsity season is officially underway. Montag's offense picks up a few short gains but soon faces fourth and two at Hammond's 46-yard line.
The Panthers roll the dice. Sophomore quarterback A'Yar Reed-Wright hits junior Khadea McDonald on a swing pass, and McDonald finds an opening. The crowd noise starts to swell as McDonald stays inbounds and scampers up the sideline for a touchdown, leaving several defenders in his wake and sending the fans into a frenzy.
Quickly, those cheers turn to groans. A flag had flown amid the chaos: holding. Guilford Park punts. The first touchdown in program history will have to wait.

Trailing Hammond after two quarters, Montag reassured his team at the halftime break. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 



Guilford Park wide receiver Damarcus Howard-Brown helped the Panthers' offense get going. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


Minutes later, sophomore running back Tyler Lee does the honors. Reed-Wright finds sophomore Damarcus Howard-Brown for a completion on third and long to extend a drive, then the Panthers lean on the ground game. Lee finds a gap and pushes his way in for the historic score from eight yards. It's 6-0, Guilford Park.
But the lead doesn't last long. The Panthers hold Hammond scoreless until the final two minutes of the half, but the Golden Bears slowly start to find a rhythm and charge down the field. Hammond quarterback Lazaro Ribalta scrambles for a touchdown with just six seconds left before halftime, and the Panthers retreat to their locker room in a sudden 8-6 hole.
"We got to be locked in mentally just as much as physically," Montag preaches to his team. "You guys are good. You played a whole half and then just fell apart at the end."
Looking for a spark to start the third quarter, Montag rolls the dice again. The Panthers open the second half with a surprise onside kick, and it's perfect. The squib bounces high in the air and into the waiting arms of Johnson. He's tackled out of bounds along the Panthers' sideline and is immediately swarmed by a sea of navy jerseys lifting him up and pounding on his helmet in celebration.
"That was our turning point," sophomore receiver Jaece Williams says.

Lance Johnson recovered an onside kick to start the second half. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


By the midway point of the third quarter, the first-game nerves are gone. The Panthers are flying to the ball on defense and wearing down Hammond's defensive line with a relentless running game spearheaded by Lee and McDonald. Lee scores again to retake the lead at the end of the third quarter, then McDonald reaches the end zone early in the fourth.
Johnson provides the heat on defense: With seven minutes left, he flies around the edge and takes down Ribalta on fourth down to extinguish a late Hammond surge.

Guilford Park running back Khadea McDonald helped the Panthers pull away. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


When the clock strikes zero, the score is a lopsided 34-8. The Panthers have won the game they've prepared for since the program's inception. Their faces shine with excitement as they kneel in front of Montag in the end zone. The coach lets out a scream, and they match his energy.
Later, Montag later reminds his team that, despite the excitement, a 1-0 start is not the end goal. In less than 24 hours, Guilford Park will retake their outfield and start preparing to prove another team wrong.
"Tomorrow morning," Johnson says, looking away from his team and out at an empty stadium, "8 o'clock, we're back."

The Panthers have started their first varsity season 1-0. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 
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Facing a trio of NL East big spenders, the Nats need more than youth
The Washington Nationals need to spend this offseason to compete in the rugged NL East.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-09-11

Bryce Harper, Francisco Lindor and Marcell Ozuna all play in the loaded National League East. (Derik Hamilton/AP, Jim McIsaac/Getty and David Berding/Getty)


Sure, even with Tuesday night's 12-0 lambasting at the hands of the Atlanta Braves, the Washington Nationals won the season series from the six-time reigning National League East champs -- regardless of what happens in Wednesday's final matchup between the teams. Yes, the Nationals are fielding a lineup replete with the core of what might be a contender -- soon. And yeah, there's more reason to buy your season tickets for next season. Some help has already arrived. More may be on the way. What fun.
Don't be fooled. The standings right now say the Philadelphia Phillies are the class of the division. The standings right now say the New York Mets and the Braves are in a flat-footed tie for the NL's final wild-card spot.
Logic -- and money -- say those teams aren't going anywhere.
The Nationals may well head into this offseason believing they're on the ascent -- with reason. Opposing coaches and executives I've talked to in recent weeks believe the same. One argued that no team in the sport can match the trio of CJ Abrams, Dylan Crews and James Wood for young, dynamic upside. Another touted Wood as the game's next megastar. Another said simply, "They could be really, really good."
All three followed with some version of the same question: Are they going to spend?
For September 2025 to involve a pennant race in Washington, it will take more than just the natural maturation of the above-mentioned position-player core -- not to mention the same for pitchers MacKenzie Gore, Jake Irvin, Mitchell Parker, DJ Herz, Josiah Gray and so on.
It will take money. Lots of it.
Because the Nationals' core is young, the Nationals' core is cheap. For the Lerner family, which owns the club, that fact could be soothing. What it should be is a call to action. If the Nats are going to compete in the standings, they're going to have to at least try to compete financially. Look around the division.
The Mets, Phillies and Braves -- teams fighting to play deep into October -- rank first, fourth and sixth in 2024 payroll, according to Spotrac. What's scary: In terms of commitments on the books for next year, the Mets fall to 10th.
Think owner Steve Cohen is just going to sit there idly, twiddling his thumbs while he's $100 million below the competitive balance tax threshold -- the benchmark for 2025 set at $241 million, over which teams will be taxed? Uh, no. Cohen has enough to sign Juan Soto -- and more. (Note to Nats: Begin work on that Soto offer posthaste. The nine-figure offer should start with a 5.)
Sure, some of the $316 million in the Mets' 2024 payroll is wasted. In the summer of 2023, the then-flailing club traded pitchers Justin Verlander and Max Scherzer -- but is still paying them more than $45 million combined. That stings.
But lots of this year's payroll was spent wisely: The massive 10-year, $341 million extension for shortstop Francisco Lindor, an MVP candidate, now looks reasonable. An eight-year, $162 million deal for outfielder Brandon Nimmo likely made the franchise mainstay a Met for life. Smart, short-term free agent signings of starters Sean Manaea, Luis Severino and Jose Quintana -- totaling just $40.5 million for this season -- are low-risk and, in Manaea's case particularly, high-reward.
Travel down the New Jersey Turnpike to Philadelphia, where the Phillies -- who reached the past two NL Championship Series -- have greater designs this October. The $247.1 million they spent on payroll -- $10 million over this year's tax threshold -- wasn't wasted.
Ranked by wins above replacement, according to Baseball Reference, Philadelphia's top three players have been pitcher Zack Wheeler, first baseman Bryce Harper and designated hitter Kyle Schwarber. Their contracts, respectively: five years, $118 million with a three-year, $126 million extension that kicks in next season; 13 years, $330 million; and four years, $79 million.
The combination of John Middleton, a free-spending owner who rankles his peers by bragging about spending "stupid money," and Dave Dombrowski, a general manager who has a long history of lavishly doling out his owners' cash, is financially formidable. Six Phillies -- Wheeler, Harper, shortstop Trea Turner, pitcher Aaron Nola, catcher J.T. Realmuto and outfielder Nick Castellanos -- have contracts worth at least $100 million.
The Phillies' championship-contending window will, at some point, close. That point is not soon.
Oh, and the Braves. Spencer Strider, their best pitcher, was lost to elbow surgery in April. Their best player, 2023 NL MVP Ronald Acuna Jr., was lost to knee surgery in May. Second baseman Ozzie Albies is out with a fractured wrist. Third baseman Austin Riley is out with a fractured hand.
Yet the beat-up Braves are hanging in the hunt for the playoffs, where they have been every year since 2018 and where they figure to be next year and beyond. Whatever happens over the season's final 21/2 weeks, Atlanta has the following players locked up at least through 2027 (should it, in some cases, exercise team options): Riley, Albies, Acuna, Strider, first baseman Matt Olson, catcher Sean Murphy, outfielder Michael Harris II and pitcher Reynaldo Lopez.

Rookie outfielder James Wood has shown great potential for Dave Martinez's Nationals. (John McDonnell/AP) 


But the Braves haven't just spent to keep their own. Two of their best players this year -- DH Marcell Ozuna and closer Raisel Iglesias -- were free agents signed to four-year deals worth a total of $123 million. Chris Sale, the rejuvenated lefty who has been their best pitcher, signed a two-year, $38 million deal after being acquired in an offseason trade with Boston.
Add it up, and it's a $236.5 million payroll -- or more than $130 million above the Nats'.
(Worth mentioning: The Miami Marlins also play in the NL East. Seems like a professional responsibility to note that. Moving on.)
Who's betting on the Braves to roll over for the upward-trajectory Nats? Or the Mets? Or the Phillies? (Related: This year's Nats are 2-8 against the Mets and 2-8 against the Phillies.)
Remember when the Nats contended annually? Seems like forever ago. They did so with so much homegrown talent. But they also added to that and competed with their checkbooks. From 2012 to 2019, an eight-year stretch during which they won four division titles and a wild-card berth, Washington's ranks in payroll were 16, 11, 8, 5, 15, 6, 5 and 7. This year: 24. Next year's commitments, before arbitration-eligible players have their salaries determined: 29.
Seems like a correlation, doesn't it?
The three teams above Washington in the NL East aren't going away, in baseball talent or financial clout. That means the coming offseason isn't a time for the Nats to sit still and hope their current core improves. It should be an offseason entered with an aggressive plan to augment that talented young group. Failing to do so wouldn't merely be indifference. Failing to do so would be malpractice.
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Mystics tower over the Sky, get back within a game of a playoff spot
Washington routed Angel Reese-less Chicago, 89-58, for its sixth win in its past eight games.
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-09-12

Aaliyah Edwards and the Mystics, pictured in a game last month, got a pivotal win Wednesday in Chicago. (Geoff Stellfox/Getty Images)


CHICAGO -- Eric Thibault joked before Wednesday's game that media members would have to start chipping into a fund each time they mention that the Washington Mystics coach doesn't talk about the standings and the playoffs with his team. However, he has been adamant that he doesn't discuss the postseason with his group, acknowledging that the players know where things stand.
"I don't have to explain to them the significance of the week," he said. "I touched on it briefly yesterday of, like, all we get to control, at the time yesterday, was yesterday's practice. And we wanted to leave yesterday's practice feeling like we got better. We've taken them one at a time -- that's been the approach that's worked for us. I have no reason to change that."
That approach kept working Wednesday night, when the Mystics never trailed in an 89-58 victory over the Chicago Sky at Wintrust Arena. The blowout cut the Sky's lead for the WNBA's eighth and final playoff spot to one game.
The Sky, Mystics and Atlanta Dream are competing for the only playoff spot left unclaimed. Each team has four games left, and they will play one another in the stretch run.
Chicago (13-23) lost standout rookie Angel Reese for the season with a wrist injury; she had surgery Tuesday and was on the sideline in street clothes Wednesday. The Sky, which has lost eight of 10, visits Minnesota on Friday before hosting Phoenix on Sunday. It finishes the season with games at Atlanta and Connecticut.
Atlanta (12-24) hosts the Mystics on Friday before visiting Washington on Sunday. The home matchup with Chicago follows before its season finale at first-place New York.
After its matchups with Atlanta, Washington (12-24) hosts New York and Indiana. It's nearing the postseason despite starting the season a franchise-worst 0-12.
"We just have an opportunity, and we're just going to keep playing," Mystics guard Brittney Sykes said. "I think we've done a great job of not looking too far ahead or trying to hold on to what was. Honestly, since the [Olympic] break, we've just approached every game as an opportunity to get better and truly see what it is like being a full Mystics roster where everybody is just a cohesive unit."
Added Aaliyah Edwards: "Never count us out, but at the same time, we're just patient and have got to do what we've got to do on the court."
The Mystics, who have won six of their past eight, broke Wednesday's game wide open with a 10-0 run featuring a heavy dose of Sykes for a 22-8 lead. The Sky never got within single digits the rest of the way.
Sykes was aggressive early, scoring 12 of her 14 points in the first quarter. She finished with eight rebounds and seven assists. Edwards had her most productive offensive game since she scored 16 points against the Sky on June 14; after being held to single digits in scoring in her previous 10 games, the rookie had 15 points, 10 rebounds and three blocks.
Ariel Atkins's nine points gave her 2,849 for her career and moved her into third place on the franchise scoring list, surpassing Monique Currie (2,843) and only trailing Alana Beard (3,128) and Chamique Holdsclaw (2,960).
The 58 points the Mystics allowed were their fewest of the season.
"We're just in a really good mode of helping each other and talking and having each other's backs," Thibault said. "... When we're a good defensive team, we're really, really connected. I felt that throughout the game."
The Mystics were again without Shakira Austin, who has missed 24 of 36 games this season. On Sunday in a loss to Minnesota, she returned from a four-game absence because of a left ankle injury and played 10 minutes. She sat out Wednesday with the same injury.
Thibault said Austin didn't experience any pain before or after that game, but she didn't feel she had the strength and explosiveness to play like herself. She traveled with the team and, when asked, Thibault did not declare her out for the season.
Commissioner Cathy Engelbert drew the ire of WNBA players and fans this week after an appearance on CNBC's "Power Lunch." When asked about the "darker" tone of online discussions that bring race and sexuality into the conversation about the rivalry between rookies Caitlin Clark and Reese, Engelbert talked about the need for the league to have rivalries and compared the situation to what the NBA once had with Larry Bird and Magic Johnson.
Women's National Basketball Players Association Executive Director Terri Jackson countered with a statement that noted Engelbert missed a chance to say "vile hate, racist language, homophobic comments and the misogynistic attacks" have no place in the game. Engelbert later clarified her remarks in a social media post.
Several players criticized the commissioner's initial remarks. That included Stefanie Dolson, the Mystics' union representative.
"Obviously I think Cathy's response was not the correct way to answer the question or to talk about the situation," she said. "As much as we love rivalry in sports and that idea of creating great entertainment for fans, as the WNBPA announced, we don't stand for that. We don't want that in our sport. There's no room for bigotry, racism, homophobia. None of that is appropriate, and for fans to say things like that to any player is inappropriate.
"And I think we can all stand in solidarity in terms of standing behind Angel and any other Black athlete that has felt that pain. It's just inappropriate. I think Cathy should've had a better response to it, for sure. We all stand behind our athletes in this league for a reason, and we love this league for a reason. We want our fans to respect that. And if you're not fans of the game and you're not fans of us, then don't watch -- because at this point we have a lot of really great fans."
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Jake Irvin keeps the Braves under control as the Nats bounce back
Washington managed just three hits in Tuesday's 12-0 loss. On Wednesday, Irvin outshone Max Fried in a 5-1 win.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-09-12

Jake Irvin didn't allow a hit until the sixth inning and ended up with his 10th win. (John McDonnell/AP)


The fastball proved to be a central theme of the Washington Nationals' 5-1 victory over the Atlanta Braves on Wednesday at Nationals Park. Jake Irvin was able to dominate with his, helping the Nationals bounce back from an ugly loss the night before. And Dylan Crews and CJ Abrams didn't miss the best ones they saw.
Irvin entered Wednesday having already made three starts against Atlanta this year -- he pitched to a 1.04 ERA in those games. In his previous outing against the Braves a few weeks ago on the road, he implemented a successful game plan that he carried into Wednesday.
In the Nationals' 4-2 loss Aug. 24, Irvin threw just 12 curveballs -- his fewest of the season to that point -- and fared well, allowing two runs in 51/3 innings. His effectiveness this season has been predicated on his ability to effectively mix his four-seam and two-seam fastballs with his breaking ball. But in his previous outing Sept. 5, the Pittsburgh Pirates had ample success against the curve.
"The cardinal rule today was to avoid getting beat with the breaking ball and establish the heater," Irvin said. "And I think we did a good job of both."
On Wednesday, Irvin threw 48 four-seam fastballs, 25 two-seam fastballs and just 10 curveballs (plus one cutter). The Braves (79-67) seemed to be waiting for Irvin's breaking ball early on, making them late on his fastballs. He didn't allow a hit in his first time through the Atlanta order and struck out four -- all on the four-seamer. By the end of his second spin through the lineup, Irvin had allowed just two base runners -- on a walk and an Abrams error.
"The most important thing is to recognize what's working that day and keep going," catcher Keibert Ruiz said. "If they're not hitting the pitch, the fastball, just keep going. We don't have to change the plan."
"Today was all about his fastball," Manager Dave Martinez said.
It wasn't until Irvin faced Atlanta leadoff hitter Michael Harris II for a third time that he finally allowed a hit -- a double to the right-center gap with two outs in the sixth inning. One batter later, he gave up an RBI double to Jorge Soler. But to end the inning, he struck out Marcell Ozuna -- with a fastball, of course. He yelled toward the ground as he headed to the dugout, his night and his ERA down to 4.19. Thanks to his teammates' efforts at the plate, he left with a 4-1 lead and would get his 10th win.

The Braves' Marcell Ozuna couldn't solve Jake Irvin in the sixth inning. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)


Back in spring training, Martinez preached the importance of Crews being ready to hit the fastball; he often was late on four-seamers during games in Florida. So when Crews was promoted last month, Martinez reiterated that message -- and Crews has done just that. Entering Wednesday, he was 10 for 30 (.333) against fastballs with a .733 slugging percentage. Against breaking balls and off-speed pitches, he was 0 for 20.
In Crews's first at-bat Wednesday, he faced an immediate test. The Braves' Max Fried jumped ahead 0-2, but Crews was able to lay off a curveball, a fastball and a change-up to work the count full. On the sixth pitch of the at-bat, Crews laced a change-up to left for a single. The Nationals (65-80) ultimately stacked up four hits in the first two innings -- more than the three they had in Tuesday's 12-0 loss -- but they had no runs to show for it.
In the third, Crews came up with two runners on and nobody out. Fried started him with a pair of sweepers, but Crews was ready for a third-pitch fastball and drove it into right for a single that scored Jacob Young. James Wood added an RBI single later in the inning to put Washington ahead 2-0.
"You know what I loved about his second at-bat with guys on base?" Martinez said. "He didn't try to do too much. He stayed on the ball, hit it to right field. ... The biggest thing right now, just like every young kid, is when he gets the ball in the strike zone, he puts a good swing on it. He's just got to learn how to not chase."
Crews finished 2 for 4. In his last two at-bats, he saw just one more fastball.
In the fourth inning, Abrams had his moment. The book on the young shortstop is that he's good against fastballs but has a tendency to chase breaking balls. That weakness is part of the reason he has struggled lately. He entered Wednesday hitting .309 against fastballs this season -- but just .171 on breaking balls and .167 against off-speed pitches.
In this at-bat, Abrams got a high fastball from Fried and launched it over the center field fence for his 20th home run. The Nationals added a run in the fifth and another in the eighth. After Irvin exited, Derek Law, Jose A. Ferrer and Kyle Finnegan combined to secure a split of the two-game series.
For Abrams, the night brought a milestone moment during an underwhelming second half for the first-time all-star: He became the fifth Nationals player with at least 20 home runs and 20 stolen bases in a season, joining Lane Thomas (2023), Bryce Harper (2016), Ian Desmond (2012, 2013 and 2014) and Alfonso Soriano (who went 40-40 in 2006).
"I was just staying on the fastball and adjusting to the off-speed," Abrams said. "Got a fastball over the middle and put a good swing on it."

Fans enter Nationals Park under an American flag on the 23rd anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. (Greg Fiume/Getty Images)
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Deshaun Watson denies new allegations; Browns say he'll play Sunday
The NFL is reviewing allegations of sexual assault and battery made by a woman in Texas in a civil suit filed Monday but has left Watson eligible to play.
By Mark Maske | 2024-09-11

Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson denied the latest allegations of sexual misconduct made against him in a lawsuit filed this week. (Kirk Irwin/AP) 


Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson and his attorney denied the latest allegations of sexual misconduct made against him in a new lawsuit filed this week, while Coach Kevin Stefanski said the team will continue to allow Watson to play as the legal process and the NFL's review of the matter unfold.
A woman in Texas accused Watson of sexual assault and battery in a civil suit filed Monday in Harris County (Tex.) District Court.
"Deshaun strongly denies the allegations in the Jane Doe lawsuit filed Monday," Watson's attorney, Rusty Hardin, said in a statement Wednesday. "We have asked him not to comment further while this matter works its way through the courts, but are comfortable he will ultimately be vindicated."
The lawsuit alleges Watson "roughly sexually assaulted" the woman in October 2020, when he was a member of the Houston Texans, after she invited him to dinner at her apartment.
"We will be ready to defend this case in court at the appropriate time, but don't intend to conduct our defense in the media," Hardin said. "We would ask that people be patient while the legal process runs its course. In the meantime, Deshaun is going to focus his energy and concentration on football."
Watson said later Wednesday during a news conference at the Browns' training facility in Berea, Ohio: "The statement is the response that we talked about. Everything that he put in that statement is exactly ... how I'm feeling and what we're going through this process with."
Watson said he had been unaware of the new allegations until learning of them through media reports Monday.
"I found out exactly when everyone else found out," Watson said.
Stefanski likewise said he "was not aware of the allegations" until they became public. He said the possibility of Watson facing further disciplinary measures by the NFL is "not really a consideration for me," adding that Watson will play in the Browns' game Sunday at Jacksonville.
"We'll let due process play out and follow the NFL's guidelines," Stefanski said during a news conference.
The NFL said Tuesday through a spokesman that it will review the latest allegations against Watson but will not put him on paid administrative leave via the commissioner's exempt list at this point.
Watson served an 11-game suspension and was fined $5 million in 2022 for violating the personal conduct policy, under a settlement reached between the NFL and the NFL Players Association, based on allegations in more than two dozen lawsuits filed by women accusing Watson of sexual misconduct during massage therapy sessions.
He said Wednesday that he hadn't "had any thought" about further discipline from the league, adding: "That's something that the NFL has to do on their time. And I have to focus on what's in front of me right now."
Watson also has denied the previous allegations. He has not been charged with a crime. He reached settlements with 23 of his accusers and one lawsuit was withdrawn, according to attorney Anthony Buzbee, who represents the women. Buzbee also represents the woman who filed this week's lawsuit.
Buzbee said in a statement Wednesday that he "reached out to attorney Rusty Hardin's office for ten months" in an unsuccessful attempt to resolve the case before the lawsuit was filed. Buzbee said Hardin has tried to contact his office since the lawsuit was filed. The NFL also has been in contact, Buzbee said.
"We knew this case was the most serious and egregious case brought against Watson to date and our client, who is rightly traumatized by these events, wanted to attempt a private resolution," Buzbee said.
Watson is one game into the third season of his five-year contract with the Browns worth a guaranteed $230 million, signed when the team traded for him in March 2022.
"I focus on football," Watson said. "I focus on keeping the main thing the main thing. And that's when I walk into this building, focusing on being the best quarterback I can be, on the game plan and trying to be better than we were last week so we can get a [win]."
Watson threw two interceptions as the Browns lost to the Dallas Cowboys, 33-17, in their season opener Sunday in Cleveland.
"You fix the mistakes," Watson said Wednesday. "You have to, overall. It's all of us. It's not just me. It's not just another player. We've all got to be on the same page. [There's] a lot of self-inflicted penalties and mistakes that we had, just missed communication within the route concepts. ... So we've just got to get on the same page and just keep working."
Watson has played just 13 games for the Browns, following the suspension in 2022 and a shoulder injury that required surgery and ended his 2023 season after six games. He rarely has resembled the three-time Pro Bowl selection that he was during his four seasons with the Texans, and he and his Browns teammates are attempting to get in sync on the field following some significant offseason moves.
"You've got talent there," Jaguars Coach Doug Pederson said at a news conference Wednesday. "I think they're still working through some things, you know, getting on the same page with the quarterback and all that. But, listen, it's the NFL. And these guys, they can light it up at any time."
Pederson was asked about the regression in Watson's play.
"It's hard for me to speculate, and I don't want to do that," he said. "I just know that he's a good football player. And they went after him and wanted him to be the quarterback there, and he's still a dangerous guy throwing and running the football."
The Browns reached the playoffs last season with Joe Flacco, who was named the NFL's comeback player of the year. They allowed Flacco to leave in free agency in the offseason. One game into this season, the quarterback whom the Browns discarded when they traded for Watson, Baker Mayfield, is the NFL's top-rated passer for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Watson ranks 29th.
Watson said the Browns' owners, Jimmy and Dee Haslam, and General Manager Andrew Berry remain supportive.
"I can't speak for the fans," Watson said. "I can't speak for anybody outside this building. But I know from hearing from the Haslams and AB and those guys, I know that they tell me each and every day that they support me and they've got my back and that they want me to focus on being the best quarterback I can be."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-09-12
NFL
8:15 p.m. Buffalo at Miami >>> Prime Video, WTEM (980 AM)
MLB
1:15 p.m. Cincinnati at St. Louis >>> MLB Network
6:45 p.m. Miami at Washington >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
7:15 p.m. Boston at New York Yankees >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)
10 p.m. Texas at Seattle >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. Arizona State at Texas State >>> ESPN
GOLF
8 a.m. DP World Tour: Irish Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
1 p.m. Korn Ferry Tour: Simmons Bank Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
6 p.m. PGA Tour: Procore Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
5:30 p.m. FIFA under-20 women's World Cup, round of 16: Germanyvs. Argentina >>> Fox Sports 2
9 p.m. FIFA under-20 women's World Cup, round of 16: Japan vs. Nigeria >>> Fox Sports 2
TENNIS
5 a.m. WTA: Guadalajara Open and Jasmin Open, quarterfinals; Davis Cup Finals, group stage >>> Tennis Channel
8 p.m. WTA: Guadalajara Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
7 p.m. Notre Dame at Boston College >>> ACC Network
7:30 p.m. Ohio State at Indiana >>> Big Ten Network
9:30 p.m. Southern California at Washington >>> Big Ten Network
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Blue Jays starter loses another no-hitter on a ninth-inning home run
Toronto right-hander Bowden Francis experienced a notable close call for the second time in less than three weeks but also continued an impressive stretch of dominance.
By Des Bieler | 2024-09-12

Toronto's Bowden Francis has twice come close to notching just the second no-hitter in franchise history. (Chris Young/Canadian Press/AP) 


For the second time in his past four starts, Bowden Francis took a no-hitter into the ninth inning. And once again, the Blue Jays pitcher's bid for history was undone by a leadoff home run.
This time, in a Wednesday matinee at Toronto's Rogers Centre, the New York Mets' Francisco Lindor did the honors. On Francis's 111th pitch, delivered on an 0-2 count, the slugging shortstop got a fastball over the plate and belted it deep to right field.
The no-doubter not only broke up the no-hitter, it tied the score at 1 and sparked a Mets rally that secured a 6-2 win, New York's 11th in its past 13 games. That ended the day on a sour note for Francis, who was lifted after Lindor's homer, at which point relievers Chad Green and Genesis Cabrera combined to allow five runs.
Asked after the game what immediately came to his mind when he saw Lindor's shot reach the seats, Francis replied with a smile, "Again?"
"I didn't feel that one coming," he continued. "I thought it was maybe going to be a pop-up or something, but with that many pitches, I felt like I kind of had to empty the tank with heaters and let them put the ball in play, like I was doing all day."
Francis's previous no-hit bid was spoiled late last month when the Los Angeles Angels' Taylor Ward started the ninth with a homer, but the Blue Jays righty got the win as his team came away with a 3-1 home victory. Taken together, though, Francis's near misses only added to a list of close calls for a franchise that has had just one no-hitter in nearly 48 seasons of existence.
That singular feat was accomplished in 1990 by Blue Jays icon Dave Stieb, who no-hit Cleveland to end a personal history of frustration. In 1988, Stieb fell short of a no-no with just one out to spare in two straight starts, and he threw an American League record-tying three one-hitters that season. The following season, Stieb came within one out of a perfect game before the New York Yankees' Roberto Kelly smacked a last-gasp double.
Other close calls for Toronto since then include a 1998 outing by Roy Halladay --  making just his second major league start -- in which he allowed a Detroit Tigers home run with two outs in the ninth. In 2010, Brandon Morrow struck out 17 Tampa Bay Rays and also came within one out of a no-no before settling for a dominant one-hitter.
Since Morrow's gem, no Toronto pitcher had taken a no-hitter into the ninth until Aug. 24 (per the Associated Press), and Francis followed that start by no-hitting the Boston Red Sox for 51/3 innings before getting lifted after seven and allowing just one hit. All told, over five starts in August, Francis allowed just four earned runs in 341/3 innings, notched a 1.05 ERA and was named AL pitcher of the month.
Not bad for a relatively inexperienced major leaguer who began the season as a first-time starter for Toronto but quickly lost his spot in the rotation after getting shelled in his first two outings. As recently as Aug. 4, Francis was still coming out of the bullpen, but his subsequent return to the rotation began this highly impressive run.
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So you want to ride a self-driving taxi? How Waymo compares in our tests.
Robotaxi services are slowly expanding to new cities -- so we put one to the test.
By Chris Velazco, Andrea Jimenez | 2024-09-12

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


SAN FRANCISCO -- Seeing a fully autonomous car roam around can feel a little surreal, but riding in one is becoming a reality in some major U.S. cities.
For many Americans, the kerfuffle over robotaxi services can feel foreign, since many of them still aren't widely accessible across the country. But the companies behind these services are slowly working to take self-driving car rides into the mainstream, and locals and tourists are quickly learning to embrace them in cities such as San Francisco, Los Angeles and Phoenix -- where the robotaxi service Waymo says it now serves more than 50,000 paid rides per week.
In those cities, downloading Waymo's app and tapping a few buttons can get you into an autonomous Jaguar in minutes. The company, owned by Google parent Alphabet, also plans to launch the service in Austin sometime this year.
Meanwhile, Amazon's Zoox is gearing up to deploy purpose-built self-driving cars in Las Vegas in the coming months. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.) And Tesla is expected to offer a first taste of its robotaxi plans in Los Angeles on Oct. 10, a development CEO Elon Musk bills as its biggest moment in the company's history since the launch of its Model 3.
In other words, you'll sooner or later face the option of getting ferried across town in a self-driving car. Washington Post reporters crisscrossed San Francisco -- where robotaxis are widely available and are now part of everyday life here -- to see how Waymos stack up against more traditional, human-centered ride-hailing services.
We compared prices, shared notes on ride quality and experience, and measured how long it took for drivers -- human or otherwise -- to get us where we needed to go. Here's how that experience stacked up.
Riding in a futuristic robocar sounds like it should cost a ton -- but it doesn't. On the whole, Waymo rides were competitive with the base fares offered by Uber and Lyft.
In fact, in our ride testing, we often found that Waymos were the ones we ultimately paid the least for. That's not very surprising, though: Waymo has no tipping mechanism since, after all, who exactly would you be thanking financially?
If you're a longtime Lyft or Uber rider, though, you may occasionally find promotions or credits applied that drive down the final cost of your ride. That's especially true if you're a subscriber to services such as Lyft Pink and Uber One, which -- in addition to ride discounts -- offer discounts on food deliveries.
As always, though, ride price fluctuates based on traffic and time of day, so no ride-hailing service has emerged as the definitively cheapest option. If ride cost ranks highly on your list of concerns, remember to shop around for the best fare.
Sketchy rides are -- unfortunately -- still common.
Waymo's lack of a driver erases some ride-hailing anxiety, such as potentially getting a creepy driver or a stranger knowing your home address (or the classic paranoia of thinking you're getting kidnapped when your driver accidentally takes a wrong turn.)
While Uber and Lyft drivers can be a gamble, ranging from overly cautious to reckless, you can count on Waymo to always follow the rules of the road by the book. In our tests, the Waymo patiently wove through San Francisco's narrow and busy streets, giving pedestrians and bicyclists the right of way and utilizing its software and sensors to detect obstacles ahead of time.
However, when met with unforeseen obstacles during our rides, the artificial intelligence sometimes lagged before figuring out its next move, making passengers nervous and other drivers angry.
All of our Waymo test rides got us to our destinations safely, but it's worth remembering that robotaxis can't always avoid accidents completely. One Waymo car struck a cyclist in San Francisco last February; a few months later, another one crashed into a telephone pole in Phoenix. And let's not forget that another high-profile robotaxi service -- Cruise -- was grounded after a grisly San Francisco accident of its own.
Even though you don't have to worry about surly drivers in a Waymo, these vehicles can draw some extra -- and at times, unwanted -- attention.
During a test ride through Golden Gate Park in San Francisco, a handful of cyclists decided to tease the car by weaving in and out of the lane in front of it, laughing the whole way. On another occasion, a Waymo pulling over to pick us up late at night drew a small crowd of onlookers streaming out of a nearby performance venue -- which made getting into the car a bit awkward.
We never felt unsafe in these situations, but they definitely made the ride (or part of it) surprisingly tense.
For chill, leisurely rides, Waymo is a great way to get around. But if you're in a hurry, human drivers are your best bet.
In our tests, rides with the robotaxi service almost always took the longest -- a possibility Waymo nods at on this support page, which mentions that pickups and travel ETA may be affected by the "extra time and care" these cars take. Unlike drivers who may bend the rules of the road if you're in a hurry, Waymo's programming doesn't allow any cut corners, following every sign and posted speed limit -- which might add extra time to your ride.
Human drivers, meanwhile, can be responsive to your needs in ways machines can't. There's no way to tell a Waymo, for example, that you really need to get your destination by a specific time.
Humans also bring creativity and experience to bear on these situations -- when one of our Lyft drivers noticed that the route Lyft's app offered was slightly inefficient, he turned around and asked if he could take a faster, more direct path. You bet, we said.
Waymo's self-driving model is an introvert's dream: free of awkward, uncomfortable, sometimes even invasive small talk with a driver.
The experience of riding a Waymo was very consistent, in our tests. With no one behind the wheel of the company's self-driving Jaguars, you're free to focus on your phone or the people around you. And thanks to user-accessible touch screens, you're able to directly control cabin temperature and music. You will never have to remind someone to pop the trunk if needed, either -- if you open it to load something at the beginning of the ride, it'll automatically open once the ride ends.
While the lack of a human driver can be a boon to some people, it also means that other facets of the ride experience might not get as much attention. One of our Waymo rides, for instance, had dirty windows, dust and debris on the floor, and a smear or bird poop on the window. Waymo didn't immediately respond to a request for comment, but it notes on a support page that especially messy customers may be charged cleaning fees.
Waymo cars are loaded with sensors and cameras to get a 360-degree view of the world around it. But there are cameras inside these cars, too, and they're always recording video -- which doesn't always feel great.
The company says they use these cameras to, among other things, check for lost items and to make sure people inside are following the service's rules. (Expect a call from Waymo's support staff, for example, if you try to squeeze more than four people into a car.)
There are microphones inside these cars too, though they remain off unless you contact support staff from inside one. (In other words, belting your favorite show tunes is on the table.)
If you prefer that your image doesn't wind up in some data center somewhere, you may want to rule Waymo out. That said, Ubers and Lyfts don't require cameras recording inside their cars, but some drivers can choose to use them anyway. At the very least, though, there's a human in the car you can talk to about their cameras if they bother you.
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SpaceX Polaris astronauts complete first spacewalk by private citizens
The Polaris Dawn mission includes billionaire entrepreneur Jared Isaacman, who is expected to perform the first spacewalk by a private citizen in a live broadcast.
By Christian Davenport | 2024-09-12

Billionaire entrepreneur and adventurer Jared Isaacman performed the first spacewalk by a private citizen aboard the SpaceX Dragon capsule on Sept. 12.


Billionaire entrepreneur and adventurer Jared Isaacman performed the first spacewalk by a private citizen early Thursday, with a live broadcast that showed him popping his head and torso out of the hatch of SpaceX's Dragon capsule and performing a series of maneuvers near the capsule.
He was followed by Sarah Gillis, a SpaceX engineer who is part of the four-person, all-civilian crew and also floated outside the spacecraft while tethered and holding on to handrails.
The spacewalk was originally scheduled for 2:23 a.m. Eastern time Thursday but was pushed back to just before 7, when Isaacman exited the hatch. Isaacman and Gillis spent several minutes each outside the capsule as it flew below Australia, over New Zealand and then across the Pacific Ocean.
"It's gorgeous," Isaacman said of the view. "Back at home, we all have a lot of work to do, but from here, Earth sure looks like a perfect world."

An orbital sunset seen from the SpaceX Dragon capsule. (Polaris Program/AFP/Getty Images)


The historic spacewalk was intended to test SpaceX's new spacesuit, which is designed to keep the astronauts safe in the vacuum of space, protecting them against radiation and extreme temperatures. SpaceX spent more than two years developing the sleek, form-fitting suit that aims to allow maximum mobility.
Spacewalks are among the most dangerous activities astronauts perform, but they give them an unfiltered view of Earth from space. NASA astronaut Ed White, who became the first American to perform a spacewalk in 1965, joked that he wasn't going to go back to the Gemini spacecraft because "this is fun." When he did finally return, he called it "the saddest moment of my life."
Called Polaris Dawn, the mission is a milestone for the growing commercial space industry as it continues to erode government's long-held monopoly on the field. The flight was commissioned by Isaacman, the founder of Shift4 Payments, and did not involve NASA. He has not said how much he paid for the flight.
Isaacman, Gillis and the two other crew members, Scott "Kidd" Poteet, a retired Air Force lieutenant colonel and fighter jet pilot, and Anna Menon, who serves as a SpaceX mission director and an astronaut communicator, lifted off in a Falcon 9 rocket from Cape Canaveral early Tuesday in what is expected to be a five-day mission.

Sarah Gillis climbs out of the spacecraft on Thursday. (SpaceX/AFP/Getty Images)


SpaceX depressurized the spacecraft before opening the hatch, exposing all four crew members to the vacuum of space. While they did not exit the spacecraft, Poteet and Menon also wore spacesuits because the capsule does not have an airlock. Isaacman then lifted himself through the circular hatch and was outside the vehicle for less than 10 minutes. During that time, he tested the suit's mobility while holding special rails installed at the top of the spacecraft called "skywalker." Gillis then took her turn, also testing out the suit and taking in the views.
Once they came back into the cabin, they closed the hatch and began to repressurize it with oxygen and nitrogen.
In addition to the spacewalk, the capsule flew higher than any human spaceflight mission since the last of the Apollo moon missions, in 1972. The crew reached an altitude of more than 870 miles, or more than three times that of the International Space Station, and orbited Earth six times at that height before flying back to a lower altitude for the spacewalk.
Any human spaceflight mission is risky, but raising and lowering the altitude of the spacecraft was especially so. Ground engineers had to carefully choreograph the trajectory to ensure the capsule didn't run into satellites or space debris orbiting Earth.
"During this mission, Dragon will travel repeatedly through the orbital altitudes of over 10 thousand satellites and bits of space debris," SpaceX founder Elon Musk wrote on X. "No room for error in our calculations."
Told by SpaceX mission control that they were soaring higher than any mission since Apollo, Isaacman referenced NASA's Artemis program, a campaign to return astronauts to the lunar surface: "We all look forward to our friends at the Artemis program to take us to even greater heights."

The view of Earth from the Dragon capsule after the Polaris Dawn crew launched into orbit. (SpaceX/AP)


The Polaris Dawn mission is Isaacman's second spaceflight. In 2021, he commissioned what was called the Inspiration4 flight, which flew another crew of private citizens in orbit for three days in SpaceX's Dragon.
After Polaris Dawn, he is planning two more flights. In the first of those, he has proposed flying to the Hubble Space Telescope and raising its orbit to extend its life. Over time, the telescope has been pulled toward Earth by gravity and would eventually burn up in the atmosphere. Some at NASA, however, have balked at the idea of a privately funded mission going to a taxpayer-funded national asset.
Isaacman has said the third mission in the Polaris program would be the first crewed flight of Starship, SpaceX's massive, next-generation rocket and spacecraft. NASA is investing about $4 billion into the development of the vehicle and intends to use it to land astronauts on the moon.
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Job rate for women in tech has hardly budged since 2005, EEOC finds    
The share of women in the high tech industry has barely budged over the last two decades even as the jobs have exploded, according to a new analysis.
By Naomi Nix | 2024-09-11

Women hold less than a quarter of high-tech jobs, while making up almost half of the U.S. workforce as a whole, according to a new government analysis. (iStock)


The share of women in the high-tech industry has barely budged over the past two decades even as the number of lucrative jobs in the field has soared in that time, according to a new analysis from the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
In 2022, women made up 22.6 percent of workers in high-tech roles, wherever they occurred -- far less than the 47.3 percent share they had in the total American workforce but similar to the 22 percent they represented in 2005, according to the EEOC analysis. Women fared almost as badly in the core high-tech sector, made up of companies that have a large percentage of employees in mathematical, engineering and science-oriented roles.
"Our analysis found that there remains persistent and significant underrepresentation of women, of African Americans, of Hispanics in this industry, and the representation of Black workers and women in high tech ... has really barely moved in a generation," EEOC Chair Charlotte Burrows said in an interview with The Washington Post.
"The takeaway is that we have an industry that looks to the future and a workforce that still, unfortunately, looks like the past," she added.
The statistics illustrate the uphill battle women and people of color face in the industry as many companies pull back from diversity, equity and inclusion programs amid growing conservative cultural and legal attacks. Organizations and companies have rebranded their diversity programs or eliminated requirements for job applicants to discuss equity. Meanwhile, prominent tech leaders have increasingly criticized diversity efforts as lowering the bar for employees and productivity.
"The fact that we've had women's participation in this industry stuck for the last 20 years is concerning enough, but certainly to have it go backward would be deeply, deeply troubling," Burrows said. "I think, as this report shows, this is not a time to pull back on efforts to create more inclusive and equitable and diverse workplaces."
The report also found that while overall racial diversity in the high-tech workforce increased from 26 percent in 2005 to 40.1 percent in 2022, Hispanic and Black workers remained significantly underrepresented in the field. Though they make up nearly one-fifth of the overall U.S. workforce, Hispanic workers made up only 9.9 percent of the high-tech workforce in 2022, compared with 5 percent in 2005. Black workers, meanwhile, made up just 7.4 percent of high-tech workers -- a small increase from the 6 percent share in 2005.
Asians are not underrepresented in high-tech jobs, the report found, but while they make up 18.1 percent of the high-tech workforce, they account for just 15.3 percent of managers. One problem, Burrows said, is that many Asian tech workers have H-1B visas, which are sponsored by employers to hire foreign guest workers with science, math and computer skills.
With an H-1B visa, "you can't jump from employer to employer. Your ability to stay in the country is tied to staying with that employer," she said. It's "much more difficult to rise or certainly to complain if there is discrimination because you're ... in a more precarious position than if you were a permanent part of the American population."
The EEOC's analysis found that between 2014 and 2022, the high-tech workforce increased by 3 million workers -- reflecting an annual growth rate several times higher than that of the American workforce overall. Those workers were far more likely to be between ages 25 and 39 than they were to represent older demographics, according to the report.
The report underscoring the lack of progress in diversity comes on the heels of the Supreme Court's decision in June 2023 that held race-based preferences in college admissions at Harvard University and the University of North Carolina were unconstitutional. Since then, hundreds of lawsuits have been filed challenging government and corporate programs that aim to fight demographic disparities in the labor market by considering race, gender and other characteristics.
The Supreme Court decision created "some confusion" about the legal context of industry diversity and equity efforts, Burrows said, but did not change Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination in employment based on "race, color, religion, sex and national origin."
Workers at several tech companies have filed discrimination claims with the EEOC. In 2020, an African American manager and two job applicants who were rejected by Facebook filed a complaint with the federal agency alleging that the company is biased against Black employees in evaluations, promotions, pay and hiring practices. Last year, two Black ex-employees of TikTok owner ByteDance filed a complaint alleging the company retaliated against them after they complained about racial discrimination in the workplace. Both cases are ongoing.
The EEOC analysis found that retaliation was the most common discrimination charge filed by tech workers in 2022, followed by claims about disability, race and sex.
"We have some serious disparities," Burrows said. "It does raise the question and a serious implication that there is discrimination as part of what's contributing to" the lack of diversity in tech.
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Abortion foes use government power to fight red-state ballot measures 
Critics say abortion opponents are employing legal challenges, administrative maneuvers and even outright intimidation to derail proposed amendments.
By Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Lori Rozsa, Annie Gowen | 2024-09-12

Abortion opponents watch and pray in Jefferson City, Mo., as attorney Mary Catherine Martin is interviewed after the state's Supreme Court heard arguments on an abortion rights ballot measure for the November election. (Robert Cohen/St. Louis Post-Dispatch via AP)


An unprecedented number of abortion initiatives are on state ballots this November, nearly all seeking to protect reproductive rights, but opponents are trying to defeat them even before the start of voting through legal challenges, administrative maneuvers and, critics say, outright intimidation.
In Missouri, the Republican secretary of state pulled an abortion rights measure from the November ballot until the state's highest court ordered him to include it.
In Florida, the governor's election police arrived at voters' front doors to question them about signing a petition for an abortion referendum -- encounters that one man said "left me shaken."
And in Arizona, the state's Supreme Court allowed government pamphlets on the proposed constitutional amendment there to describe a fetus as an "unborn human being."
Conservatives are "really supercharged," said Mary Ziegler, a law professor at the University of California at Davis and expert on the legal history of abortion.
In part, the intensity reflects what's at stake: Since the fall of Roe v. Wade in 2022, every ballot measure put before voters has been approved, including in red states like Ohio. Those seeking to restrict abortion access have failed, even in conservative Kansas.
"A lot of abortion opponents don't think they would win a fair vote, so they're not trying to. They're trying to find other ways," Ziegler said, including capitalizing on "election-law technicalities to keep these proposals from going before voters."
Challenges escalated this summer after the Arkansas Supreme Court upheld the secretary of state's rejection of one ballot initiative because proponents had not followed rules related to paid canvassers. The arguments in Missouri as well as Nebraska, where that state's top court must rule by Friday, centered primarily on whether the ballot proposals' wording is too vague and whether they addressed only a single issue as required.
"You're seeing a period of experimentation because antiabortion groups haven't found a winning recipe," Ziegler added.
If courts in Nebraska and South Dakota allow the ballot measures there to remain, voters in 10 states from Nevada to New York will have the opportunity to enshrine a right to abortion or decisions about reproductive health care in their constitutions. A full sweep, despite the concerted efforts of Republican officials and the rulings of conservative judges, would significantly cut into the nearly two dozen states where the procedure is banned in most or call cases.
Given that several of these states could be crucial for the outcome of the presidential race, the ballot initiatives may have added impact. Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump, who has claimed credit for the end of federal abortion protections, insists the issue should be decided by the states.

Vice President Harris and former President Donald Trump sparred over abortion rights during the presidential debate on Sept. 10.


"The question in these next 55 days is groups on the ground making sure accurate information about what people are voting for is disseminated," said Chris Melody Fields Figueredo, executive director of the Ballot Initiative Strategy Center, a Washington-based nonprofit that advises those running progressive ballot campaigns. "Especially in a presidential election, mis- and disinformation can run rampant."
Arizona opponents of its ballot measure scored a victory last month with the court decision on the state pamphlets' wording. However, the judges rejected their contention that the information provided during abortion rights groups' petition drive "misrepresented and concealed the principal provisions" of the amendment -- namely, that its "primary thrust" was a "wholesale dismantling of state abortion laws."
Attorneys for Arizona for Abortion Access had argued that opponents were pursuing a "political quarrel masquerading as a legal claim" and that their political argument should be made not in a court of law but in "the court of public opinion." Proponents submitted 577,971 signatures to ensure the measure reached that other setting -- more than double the legal requirement.
"We wanted to send a resounding message about how much Arizona voters support abortion rights and want an opportunity to vote on it directly," spokeswoman Dawn Penich said.

Abortion rights supporters in Arizona gather before delivering over 800,000 petition signatures to the Capitol to put a measure for abortion access on the state ballot in November. (Ross D. Franklin/AP)


The state allows abortion up to 15 weeks of pregnancy, with later exceptions for cases of medical emergency. Proposition 139 would create the right to obtain an abortion any time before viability, about 24 weeks. After that point, "the State will not be able to interfere with the good-faith judgment of a treating health care professional that an abortion is necessary to protect the life or health of the pregnant individual."
"Our main concerns now are making sure that Arizona voters know where to look for us because we will have the longest ballot in state history," Penich said. It will extend for two pages, with 13 ballot measures taking up the back of the second page.
Cindy Dahlgren, a spokeswoman for the "It Goes Too Far" campaign against the measure, said opponents have been doing outreach to better inform -- not misinform -- voters. "We are making sure that voters know they are not getting the full story. We explain to them what this vague language means," she said. "This goes far beyond Roe."
Polling in August shows lopsided sentiment, with 73 percent of voters saying they support Proposition 139.
Republican officials in Florida have taken a different tack, launching a "Florida Cares" website earlier this month -- complete with the state seal -- that claims the ballot measure known as Amendment 4 "threatens women's safety."
"Florida is Protecting Life," it says. "Don't let the fearmongers lie to you."
The new website, which critics say is filled with "demonstrably false" information, is in addition to a financial impact statement that the Florida Supreme Court last month allowed to be included alongside the measure on the ballot.
According to the lengthy text, there is "uncertainty about whether the amendment will require the state to subsidize abortions with public funds." The statement then continues: "Litigation to resolve those and other uncertainties will result in additional costs to the state government and state courts that will negatively impact the state budget. An increase in abortions may negatively affect the growth of state and local revenues over time. Because the fiscal impact of increased abortions on state and local revenues and costs cannot be estimated with precision, the total impact of the proposed amendment is indeterminate."

Florida residents who oppose the proposed Amendment 4, which would codify in the state constitution a right to abortion until "viability," protest in Boynton Beach as the Democratic presidential ticket launches a nationwide bus tour for reproductive rights. (Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Supporters have blasted Gov. Ron DeSantis and the Florida House for the move. "They're trying to cause confusion and hide the real issue: Amendment 4 is about ending Florida's extreme abortion ban, which outlaws abortion before many women even realize they are pregnant," said Lauren Brenzel, campaign director for "Yes on 4."
The campaign has raised more than $51 million, while DeSantis's political committee, the Florida Freedom Fund, has raised only $3.7 million as of the most recent filing. The latest polls show that a majority of voters -- though less than the 60 percent needed for passage -- back the amendment. It would allow abortions "before viability."
Trump, a Florida voter, has waffled on the measure but now says he will vote against it. The governor has warned that the 56-word amendment would mark the end of the state's antiabortion movement. Mat Staver, the Orlando-based founder and chairman of the conservative legal advocacy group Liberty Counsel, does not disagree.
"If this passes ... we'll be worse than we were," he said last week. "That will make Florida clearly an abortion destination."
Supporters collected 996,512 signatures, more than 100,000 beyond the number required to place the issue on the ballot. But in recent weeks, saying it was working to combat fraud, DeSantis's administration has deployed elections police to check up on some of those voters.
"This is not what government is supposed to be, this is not what government is supposed to do," Michelle Morton of ACLU of Florida said Wednesday.
The forces behind the Missouri proposal found themselves fighting efforts by Secretary of State Jay Ashcroft -- son of former U.S. attorney general John Ashcroft -- first to amend the measure's summary language and then to remove it altogether on the eve of ballots being finalized this week.
"These last-ditch efforts from antiabortion activists and politicians are blatantly trying to stop people from voting because they know they're going to lose," said Emily Wales, president and CEO of Planned Parenthood Great Plains Votes. She said similar "shenanigans" took place in Kansas last year, where antiabortion groups called police on signature collectors.

Judges on the Missouri Supreme Court take the bench Tuesday to hear arguments on whether a constitutional amendment supporting abortion rights should remain on the November ballot. (Robert Cohen/AP)


Nebraska's Supreme Court heard oral arguments Monday on two competing ballot petitions that were certified in August by Secretary of State Bob Evnen. At the time, he said it was likely the first time the state had two initiatives on the same topic in one election year. Should both remain on the ballot in November, whichever garners more votes will take effect.
On the one side, the Protect the Right to Abortion petition seeks to amend the state's constitution to provide "all persons the fundamental right to an abortion without interference from the state" until fetal viability.
On the other side, the Protect Women and Children petition seeks to amend the constitution to say that "unborn children shall be protected from abortion in the second and third trimesters" of a pregnancy except in the case of a medical emergency, rape or incest.
The abortion opponents' language would enshrine Nebraska's current prohibition into the constitution. The legislature passed that 12-week restriction in 2023. It includes exceptions for rape and incest, and to save the life of the pregnant person, but not for fatal fetal anomalies. It does not protect doctors who perform abortions from criminal prosecution.
Opponents of the abortion rights measure have argued that its wording is too vague and rolls too many issues into one ballot question -- which would violate the state's prohibition against addressing more than one subject in a bill or ballot proposal. They say the measure deals with abortion rights before viability as well as raises questions of how the state should regulate abortion.
"You can't stick them all in the same initiative -- that's unfair. That's our basic argument," said attorney Matt Heffron of the conservative Thomas More Society, a Chicago-based nonprofit law firm that filed the challenge in Nebraska.
In a separate case, lawyers for Protect the Right to Abortion argued Monday that if the court dismisses one petition due to violations of the "single issue" rule, then it should dismiss the other petition as well.
The justices' tight timeline for a decision is because the state's ballot must be certified Friday.
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Jon Bon Jovi helps talk 'distraught' woman off ledge of Nashville bridge
The rock star helped the woman, who was standing on the ledge of the Seigenthaler Pedestrian Bridge, climb back to safety, according to a police video.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-09-12

Jon Bon Jovi in New York in 2020. (Drew Gurian/Invision/AP)


Rock legend Jon Bon Jovi was on a bridge in downtown Nashville when he spotted something alarming: a woman standing on the ledge.
The singer and performer approached the woman and helped talk her off the ledge and back onto solid ground, in an incident Tuesday night that was captured by security cameras and shared online by Nashville police.
The unexpected case of right time, right place involving a world-famous celebrity prompted Nashville Police Chief John Drake to say in a statement posted on X that "It takes all of us to help keep each other safe."
The Nashville Tennessean reported that Bon Jovi, 62, was filming scenes for a music video for his song "The People's House" on the Seigenthaler Pedestrian Bridge, which crosses the Cumberland River and connects downtown Nashville to East Nashville. It had remained open to the public during filming, and as pedestrians streamed past the camera crews, Bon Jovi and a production assistant spotted the woman, the outlet reported.
In the video posted by police -- reviewed by The Washington Post and removed from YouTube for violating community guidelines -- Bon Jovi can be seen leaning against the railing and waving to the woman on the other side of the ledge. YouTube did not immediately respond Thursday to a request for comment about why the video was removed.

Video released by Nashville police showed singer Jon Bon Jovi approaching a woman on a ledge and helping her to safety on Sept. 10.


The person with Bon Jovi gets closer to the woman, who eventually turns around. The pair help her climb back over the ledge of the bridge.
The video then shows Bon Jovi speaking to and hugging the woman before he leads her away.
"A shout out to @jonbonjovi & his team for helping a woman on the Seigenthaler Ped Bridge Tue night. Bon Jovi helped persuade her to come off the ledge over the Cumberland River to safety," Metro Nashville PD wrote on X. Police described the woman in the title of the video as "distraught."
A representative for Bon Jovi did not immediately respond Thursday to a request for comment, including about the identity of the person seen in the video with him. According to the Tennessean, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame star has declined to share details of the incident with journalists "out of respect for the private citizen who experienced a moment of crisis."
Bon Jovi has worked with vulnerable people through his Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation, which provides food, affordable housing, job training and social services to people experiencing hunger, poverty and homelessness.
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Francine tracker: Map and projected storm path
Francine is the sixth named storm of the Atlantic hurricane season. See its projected path and track its development with our map.
By Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen, Nick Kirkpatrick | 2024-09-12
Hurricane Francine made landfall in Terrebonne Parish, La. on Wednesday with 100-miles-per-hour winds and passed northwest of New Orleans. As it rapidly weakened ashore, Francine was downgraded to a tropical storm by the National Hurricane Center. 
Along the Louisiana coast, Francine triggered damaging wind gusts topping 100 mph and unleashed torrential rain. After the storm passed, the streets of New Orleans remained flooded, and heavy rain continued to pummel southern Mississippi and Alabama, with tropical storm warnings in place along the Gulf Coast from Louisiana to the Alabama-Florida border.
Only when tropical cyclones in the Atlantic Ocean encounter the right ingredients for long enough do they strengthen to the point of designation.
Meteorologists at the National Hurricane Center pay close attention to a cyclone's wind speed, which determines its class. Once it reaches 39 mph for at least one minute, it's classified as a tropical storm and given a name; at 74 mph, the storm becomes a Category 1 hurricane, and continues through Category 5.
These classifications help officials predict the possible risks and damage and send warnings of what to expect from the strong winds, waves, rains and floods when they hit land.
It's dangerous to be caught in tropical storm-force winds. Stronger hurricane-force winds can destroy homes and buildings and send debris flying. 
The winds can also push seawater inland for miles, causing an abnormal rise in seawater levels, known as storm surge -- the leading cause of death during a hurricane in the United States, according to the National Weather Service. Large waves are also a risk to people and property.
As a storm moves further inland, flooding becomes a major risk. Cyclones often produce more than six inches of heavy rain, which can overwhelm drainage systems and the ability of the ground to absorb the water, causing flash floods. Flooding may persist for days after a storm.
Hurricane season historically peaks around mid-September, and this season could be the worst in decades, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration says. Government meteorologists predict 17 to 25 tropical storms this year, including four to seven that could become major hurricanes.
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A Japanese flag finally returns home, 80 years after World War II
"I started to realize a while back that maybe it wasn't the best home decor," said Scott Stein, who donated the flag he inherited from his grandfather.
By Cathy Free | 2024-09-12

Scott Stein sent the Japanese flag he'd inherited from his grandfather to the OBON Society, so they could track down family members of the deceased soldier who carried it during World War II. (Scott Stein)


When Scott Stein was growing up in New York, he'd often visit his grandfather on Long Island and admire a Japanese flag hanging on the wall in his den.
Bernard Stein never talked about his combat experiences in Southeast Asia during World War II, but he'd brought the flag home as a war trophy after fighting with the U.S. Army's 38th Infantry Division in the Philippines, said Scott Stein.
"I'd see it every time I went over, and I knew that flag was important to him, even though he never talked about the war," he said. "We never knew where he got the flag, but we knew he'd been through some really heavy combat."
About 34 years ago, Scott Stein inherited the flag after his grandfather died and hung it on his own wall for many years until he decided one day to tuck it inside a box for safekeeping. The flag included the name of the deceased soldier who had owned it, Yukikazu Hiyama.
"It's called a good luck flag -- every Japanese soldier carried one into battle, signed by family and friends in their village," Stein said, noting that the flags were known in Japan as Yosegaki Hinomaru, interpreted as "a collection of writing under the red sun."
"Soldiers wore them in a pouch under their uniforms," said Stein, 55. "I started to realize a while back that maybe it wasn't the best home decor."

Scott Stein and his son Nicholas, then 4, with the flag at home in New York City before they mailed it to the OBON Society in Oregon. (Scott Stein)


Allied soldiers often kept the flags after, per army protocol, they'd searched the bodies of dead combatants, Stein said.
Seven years ago, he said he was thinking of having the flag cleaned and restored when a friend told him there was a movement underway to reunite good luck flags with the descendants of Japanese soldiers who were killed during World War II.
Stein did some research online and learned about the OBON Society, an Oregon nonprofit devoted to finding families of the flags' original owners. Keiko and Rex Ziak, founders of the nonprofit, agreed to help.
Stein mailed them the flag so they could begin searching for the relatives of those who had signed it for Hiyama eight decades earlier.
"It might be the only possession left of the soldier who carried it, and I wanted his ancestors to have it," he said.
In August, Stein received word from the OBON Society that they had news after years of studying and researching the 50 names inscribed on the flag. They'd tracked down Hiyama's only child, Tsukasa Hiyama, 81, on the Japanese island of Honshu.

Yukikazu Hiyama's Imperial Army portrait, circa 1943. (OBON Society )


Hiyama told OBON Society researchers in Japan that he never knew his father, Yukikazu Hiyama. He'd been killed in China in 1945, two years after he left to serve in the Imperial Army on the day Tsukasa was born. The family never received Yukikazu's remains or belongings after they were notified that he'd died in action, said Rex Ziak.
"For Tsukasa, it was a fulfillment of his mother's hope that her husband would one day return to them," Ziak said. "After he received the flag, he took it to his mother's tombstone and unfurled it."
On Aug. 25, the Hiyama family held a return ceremony, inviting everyone in the community. Stars and Stripes covered the homecoming of the flag that Yukikazu Hiyama once held close to his heart.

Tsukasa Hiyama, far right, with family and friends at his mother's gravesite after receiving the flag that once belonged to his father. (OBON Society )


"The return of my father's flag has brought a significant sense of closure," Hiyama said in an email to The Washington Post. "When I held the flag in my hands, it felt as if I could sense my father's warmth for the first time."
Hiyama said his mother, Asae Hiyama, struggled for years to accept that her husband had died during the war.
"We never talked much about my father," he said. "However, since childhood, I often imagined what my father was like. What kind of person was he? What did he smell like?"

Tsukasa Hiyama speaks at the return ceremony for his father's flag last month in Japan. (OBON Society/OBON Society )


He said it was a surprise to get the flag back, and he feels a sense of relief knowing that his mother would finally be at peace.
Keiko Ziak said it's a common reaction from those who receive lost flags from the OBON Society. She and Rex Ziak started their nonprofit in 2009, two years after a memorabilia collector mailed Keiko's family the flag her Japanese grandfather had taken into battle in Burma, now known as Myanmar.
"We didn't know anything about him having that flag," she said. "Then it suddenly came back to my family. It got me thinking that I'd like to help return these flags to other families."

Rex and Keiko Ziak in 2014 with some of the good luck flags they hoped to reunite with deceased soldiers' family members. (OBON Society )


With help from volunteer researchers and historians in Japan, she said the OBON Society has returned more than 600 World War II-era Japanese flags to soldiers' families. She estimates there are probably another 50,000 good luck flags still unaccounted for in family collections and museums.
It's often a long and tedious process to tie signatures to a particular village, said Keiko Ziak, "but these flags were like a love letter to each soldier. We never give up."
Rex Ziak said small clues can be found on each good luck flag.
"There might be a grouping of names that we learn is common in one particular part of Japan, or maybe there's a mention of a river or a landmark in what someone wrote," he said.
The case involving the flag donated by Scott Stein was complicated because Tsukasa Hiyama was an only child living in a remote area of Japan, he said.
"We finally got a break when we located a family member with the same rare last name," he said.

Tsukasa Hiyama, front center, with family and community members at the return ceremony for his father's flag on Aug. 25. (OBON Society )


Stein, an agent for artists in New York City, said he was thrilled to learn that his grandfather's flag had been returned to where it belonged.
"It feels like good karma to give it back," he said. "I hope it helps to raise more awareness that these flags are still out there, hanging on other walls."
"If my grandfather were still alive today, I like to think he'd have given permission for me to return the flag," he added. "The flag has come full circle. I think he'd like that."
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Man charged with drugging, raping multiple women he met on dating sites
Andrew Gallo of Pennsylvania is accused of at least five instances of secretly lacing womens' drinks during dates, then violently assaulting them.
By Kim Bellware | 2024-09-12

Andrew Gallo was arrested and charged with five counts of rape by causing impairment. (iStock)


On Christmas Eve of last year, a 24-year-old New Jersey woman ventured out for dinner with Andrew Gallo, a suburban Philadelphia man she had met through a dating site. Gallo, 40, was almost twice her age; she was so inexperienced with alcohol that she had never tasted a margarita.
That's why the woman couldn't recognize the drink Gallo fixed for her back at his home, she would later tell police. She did notice Gallo had dipped the rim of her glass in salt or sugar. Soon after, the woman noticed she was feeling different: both energized and calm, explaining to police she felt that if she went to sleep her "body would not awaken."
Detectives now believe the granules on the rim of the glass were actually methamphetamine.
Gallo early Wednesday was arrested and charged in Pennsylvania with five counts of rape by causing impairment, six counts of drug possession and four counts of strangulation, as well as counts related to corrupting and furnishing alcohol to minors, according to the criminal complaint.
"This is a young woman's worst nightmare," Bucks County District Attorney Jennifer Schorn said during a Wednesday news conference announcing the charges. Schorn said Gallo secretly drugged his dates and "rendered them so impaired, they were unable to consent to anything, let alone sexual acts."
Gallo is being held at Bucks County Correctional Facility on $5 million bond. It was unclear Wednesday whether Gallo had a lawyer or how he intends to plea.
Investigators said the alleged assaults were a part of a pattern for Gallo, who usually found women through SugarDaddiesMeet.com, a dating site that bills itself as "a platform for generous men and attractive women to form honest relationships," while using the name "DREWSTER420." According to the criminal complaint, Gallo would give his victims alcohol secretly laced with mood- and perception-altering drugs like methamphetamine, ecstasy and cocaine, then sexually assault them, often choking the women to the point of unconsciousness.
The alleged victims ranged in age from 17 to 30, and all described in police reports that they felt strange after drinking something Gallo gave them, usually alcohol poured from wine or liquor bottles that were already open, or from drinks Gallo mixed for them. The women similarly described feeling unlike themselves and feeling unable to stop Gallo during his assaults.
Some of the women who had previously tried drugs later recognized similar effects from drinks Gallo gave them. Others described themselves as moderate drinkers who didn't use drugs and couldn't understand the effects. Police records detailed the women reporting feelings of a burning sensation in their stomach, involuntary bodily movements like a grinding jaw, nausea and hyper-arousal; one woman reported being unable to sleep for seven straight days.
The symptoms prompted the women to seek hospitalization in most cases; toxicology reports from those visits helped investigators confirm what the women had been drugged with. The accuser who first met Gallo on Christmas Eve later learned that she had been drugged when she received the results of a drug test she had taken to start a new job.
During Wednesday's news conference, Schorn praised the women who came forward with their stories and made it clear they were not to blame.
Stefan Turkheimer, vice president of policy at RAINN, an anti-sexual assault organization, praised Schorn's office for how it has worked with accusers; as a former prosecutor, Turkheimer said that level of respect for accusers was not so common even a decade ago.
"This is something you want a prosecutor to say in this moment," Turkheimer said of the message that accusers should not feel blame or shame. "You really don't want people to feel alone."
Investigators said they think there may be more women who haven't come forward in the Gallo case and encouraged them to contact police if they have had contact with him and feel that they might have been drugged.
Bristol Township Police Chief Robert Coulton on Wednesday shared this message to accusers:
"We hope that if there are any other victims out there, please come forward so you can have justice as well."
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Fearless Fund settles with DEI foes, ends grant program for Black women
The deal marks a setback for diversity, equity and inclusion advocates, who saw the lawsuit as an attack on efforts to address racial disparities in investment.
By Julian  Mark, Taylor Telford | 2024-09-11

Fearless Fund CEO Arian Simone addresses a crowd outside the U.S. Supreme Court in March. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post) 


The Fearless Fund will shutter its grant program for Black women to end a lawsuit with affirmative action opponents, marking a major retreat by diversity advocates grappling with a legal environment in which race-specific programs are proving nearly indefensible in certain jurisdictions.
Both parties said the Atlanta-based venture capital firm, which invests in early-stage companies owned by women of color, agreed to close the Fearless Strivers grant contest reserved for Black female-owned businesses. In June, a three-judge panel of U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit temporarily enjoined the Fearless Fund from closing its application window and awarding the $20,000 grants, finding that doing so would probably discriminate on the basis of race.
"Race-exclusive programs like the one the Fearless Fund promoted are divisive and illegal," said Edward Blum, the conservative activist behind the Fearless Fund lawsuit and architect of a broad campaign to dismantle diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) initiatives. "Opening grant programs to all applicants, regardless of their race, is enshrined in our nation's civil rights laws and supported by significant majorities of all Americans."
The Fearless Fund challenge was among the first launched in the private sector after the Supreme Court overturned race-conscious admissions at Harvard University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in June 2023; it was seen as a test case for how the high court's logic of race neutrality would extend to the private sector. Legal support lined up on both sides, with Fearless Fund backers calling the case an inflection point in the battle for racial equity.
"This is the life and blood of the civil rights movement," the Rev. Al Sharpton, a civil rights leader and supporter, said in April just before the 11th Circuit panel ruled against the Fearless Fund.
But Sharpton said in an interview Wednesday that he counseled Fearless Fund chief executive Arian Simone to settle the case given its poor odds for victory in light of the 11th Circuit ruling and the Supreme Court's conservative supermajority. He described the settlement as a "sacrifice" and "painful decision."
"If we had fought, and Blum and them wanted to go all the way to the Supreme Court, we'd have lost the fight for generations," Sharpton said.
Attorneys for the venture firm called the settlement "narrow" and also suggested the fund wanted to limit the case's scope to the 11th Circuit, which has jurisdiction over cases in Florida, Alabama and Georgia.
"The impact of resolving this matter is significant in that a decision by two judges on the 11th Circuit will not bind the country," said Alphonso David, president and CEO of the Global Black Economic Forum and an attorney in the case. "The Fearless Fund can now continue their work toward expanding economic opportunity."
From the moment the lawsuit was filed, "I pledged to stand firm in helping and empowering women of color entrepreneurs in need," Simone said in a statement. "I stand by that pledge today and in fact my commitment remains stronger than ever."
The Fearless Fund's decision to not continue its fight in a conservative jurisdiction is a strategy recently embraced by the Biden administration, which has declined to appeal decisions that forced two of the federal government's oldest affirmative action programs to become race-neutral. Legal experts said the government declined to appeal to avoid losses in higher courts that would set precedents disqualifying other diversity programs.
The settlement comes as a vast array of DEI programs are being challenged in courts around the country. More than 100 lawsuits have been filed since 2021, and the cases have only accelerated since the Supreme Court's ruling on affirmative action last summer. About 50 such cases are pending around the country, covering programs that range from DEI training to hiring practices to diversity requirements on government boards.
For his part, Blum, who launched the case that culminated in the Supreme Court's landmark ruling on college admissions, has scored numerous victories in the past year. Some of his lawsuits led major law firms and even the Smithsonian's Latino museum to drop their race-targeted fellowships.
As the legal risk has risen, firms have been shifting their approach to DEI to guard against potential lawsuits, with some recasting or discarding race-based initiatives. Others have rebranded their programs or overhauled internal DEI teams, and moved away from using racial and gender considerations in hiring and promotion.
The legal onslaught may also be contributing to a chilling effect in funding toward minority-owned start-ups. In 2023, Black-founded start-ups brought in $705 million in funding, just 0.5 percent of total venture dollars allocated in the United States. That marks a 71 percent drop from the previous year, according to Crunchbase, and the lowest amount allocated to Black-owned start-ups since at least 2016. Meanwhile, DEI initiatives aimed at diversifying the tech sector are folding as funding dries up and sentiments turn on diversity efforts.
Jarvis Sam, former chief DEI officer at Nike and founder of the Rainbow Disruption, a DEI consultancy, said Fearless Fund's settlement and the end of its grant program represent a "big loss for the work that we do."
Fearless Fund "kind of stood on its own" as a provider of capital for Black female entrepreneurs, who have long struggled to access funding from venture capital firms, Sam noted.
Lauren Hartz, a partner at Jenner & Block and co-chair of the law firm's DEI protection task force, cautioned that, as a matter of law, the outcome of the Fearless Fund case is relatively limited. Not only is it limited geographically to the 11th Circuit, but the appeals court's opinion was also only preliminary and did not rule definitively on the case's merits, she said.
However, she said, "we can expect going forward that Edward Blum and other opponents of DEI will push for a very broad interpretation and application of that decision as they continue to battle DEI programs in courts around the country."
Mike Delikat, a partner at Orrick and co-founder of the law firm's DEI task force, said the Fearless Fund's choice to settle the case was probably a strategic decision to limit the scope geographically.
"At the end of the day, I think it's preordained how the Supreme Court would rule on this issue," he said, noting the court's conservative supermajority and recent stance on affirmative action.
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Officer who ignored NYPD's 'courtesy cards' receives $175K settlement
Matthew Bianchi waged a war against "get out of jail free" cards, writing tickets to officers' friends even if they had them. Demotion and a lawsuit followed.
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-09-11

New York Police Department officer Mathew Bianchi holds a Police Benevolent Association "courtesy card" last year on Staten Island. (Ted Shaffrey/AP)


One driver giggled when New York police officer Mathew Bianchi pulled her over for talking on her cellphone, because it was the second time in as many days that he had done so, the officer said.
Another was going at least twice the 30-mph speed limit while driving on the wrong side of the street and blowing through red lights, he added.
A third who had been doing 50 mph in a 30-mph zone reacted to Bianchi approaching his Mercedes SUV by fanning out about two dozen "courtesy cards" and telling him to pick one, Bianchi said Wednesday.
In fact, all three of them had the cards issued by the New York Police Department's biggest union to officers who then give them to family, friends and anyone else they want to be able to get out of low-level encounters with law enforcement, Bianchi told The Washington Post.
"There's no fear of any kind of enforcement if they have the card," he added.
Although he let all three of those drivers go, Bianchi eventually got fed up with letting reckless drivers off the hook, some of them repeatedly, and started writing tickets even if they had the cards, he said. That allegedly led to escalating retaliation that in May 2023 resulted in Bianchi suing the city and a police captain after he was pulled off the traffic unit and put on the night shift.
On Tuesday, Bianchi, 40, settled the 16-month-old lawsuit against the city and a police captain for $175,000. In a 41-page complaint filed in the U.S. District Court for Southern New York, Bianchi outlined an unofficial but strictly maintained system in which those who have courtesy cards "can break the law with impunity." Bianchi said that, although he has settled what he described as a whistleblower's lawsuit, the "courtesy card" system continues unabated, and he is worried it will keep going until a driver who has repeatedly escaped punishment kills someone.
"I was hoping that bringing light to it would change it a little bit more, but people on that job are stubborn," he said Wednesday.
The NYPD did not respond to Bianchi's allegations, instead referring The Washington Post to the city's legal department. A spokesman for that department confirmed they had settled the case for $175,000 but declined to comment further other than to say that "resolving this case was best for all parties."
Bianchi joined the NYPD in 2015 and was assigned to the traffic unit in 2017, the suit states, and over the next two years, he received "stellar" performance evaluations.
Bianchi patrolled on Staten Island, where he estimated as many as half the drivers he pulled over had one of the cards, he told The Post. Officers can buy 30 of them a year for $1 each, he said. They're given not only to friends and family, but also in exchange for perks like meal discounts, he said, adding that he believes that is violating the public's trust that police treat everyone equally.
On Nov. 28, 2018, Bianchi gave a driver a ticket even though she presented a card, the suit states. Several members of the Police Benevolent Association allegedly approached him, one telling him that he had to obey the courtesy-card customs or the union wouldn't protect him.
Bianchi started objecting to the practice, first to his direct supervisor and then his commanding officer, who told him they couldn't do much, he said. Then he filed a series of complaints -- to the union, NYPD internal affairs and the New York City Department of Investigation -- without getting any results, according to the suit.
All the while, Bianchi kept writing courtesy-card-carrying drivers tickets when he thought it was appropriate and kept getting scolded for it, the suit states. In 2022, he was allegedly busted down from the more prestigious traffic unit to patrol and moved from days to the night shift.
Bianchi filed more complaints, this time with the department's Office of Equal Employment Opportunity, and has since been put back on daytime hours, although he still hasn't gotten his job back on the traffic unit, he said. Despite having applied for positions in and out of his old unit, he hasn't gotten any of them. He has occasionally been explicitly told he'll never work in the traffic unit again, he added.
Bianchi said he plans to stay at the NYPD for the foreseeable future, although he plans to use his upcoming windfall to reduce his reliance on the paycheck he gets from the city. He said he hopes that his lawsuit -- and his payout -- encourage other would-be whistleblowers to speak up about corruption, even if there is a cost.
Bianchi's lawyer, John Scola praised what he described as Bianchi's courage.
"It's a tribute to his bravery that he stood up for what was right."
Brittany Shammas contributed to this report.
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This 'unhinged' werewolf has already won Michigan's election season
Jane Hynous, 12, drew a "delightfully unhinged" werewolf that won Michigan's inaugural "I Voted" sticker contest.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-09-11

Jane Hynous, 12, drew a werewolf for Michigan's inaugural "I Voted" sticker competition. (Michigan Department of State)


Jane Hynous was bored watching "National Treasure" in her social studies class, so she pulled out a few markers and drew the first quirky image that entered her mind: a werewolf.
That June morning, the 12-year-old had learned that her state of Michigan was holding a competition for the best custom election stickers. Jane drew the werewolf ripping off its blue shirt while howling, with the words "I VOTED" in the background above an American flag.
When the middle school student returned to her home that afternoon in Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich., she took a picture of her drawing and submitted it online, not expecting much to come of it.
But in the past week, Jane's drawing has gone viral on social media and appeared on national TV programs since the Michigan Department of State announced that it was one of nine winners. The image might serve as a reflection of voters' anxiety about two months before the election, but Jane said her drawing had little to do with politics.
"I just wanted to do something that was going to be, I guess, funny and not so serious," Jane, a seventh-grader, told The Washington Post. "Because, you know, voting is such a serious topic, and you want to have something fun that's going to lighten it up."
Jane started doodling on her parents' iPad as a 4-year-old and has since gone on to make beaded bracelets, origami art and dioramas in shoe boxes.
Still, when Jane's teacher distributed templates and instructions for the sticker contest in June, Jane wasn't sure whether she would enter. She said she didn't think anything she created would stand out. But she didn't want to watch "National Treasure," so she drew with the markers and pens from her pencil case.
Jane figured other contestants would draw designs related to Michigan -- lighthouses, trout and white-tailed deer -- but she wanted to create something unique. She said she drew her werewolf in less than an hour.
Michigan residents submitted more than 480 designs between May and June, according to the Michigan Department of State.
Competitions in other states inspired Michigan's contest, Zena Aljilehawi, the chair of a college student-led task force that helped organize the competition, told The Post. A third-grader in Kentucky this year drew a humanoid lizard, and in New York in 2022, a 14-year-old drew a multicolored, discombobulated human head on top of six turquoise legs.
Aljilehawi, 23, hoped Michigan's contest would receive similar quirky designs. The competition's template listed a few rules and tips: The design must say "I Voted," be nonpartisan, avoid artificial intelligence, and participants should "be creative and HAVE FUN!"
Unbeknownst to Jane, Aljilehawi said she and the 33 other members of her task force had a feeling the sticker would win when they first saw it.
"Our group chat went crazy," said Aljilehawi, a junior studying biology, health and society at the University of Michigan.
People interpreted the drawing differently. Aljilehawi said some task force members thought the werewolf was based on the Michigan Dogman, a humanoid dog who legend says was seen around North Michigan in the 1880s. Aljilehawi said the sticker emitted "freedom" and "rock-and-roll energy."
"If you asked an AI to generate the American spirit sticker," she said, "I don't think it could have done something better than what we got."
Angela Benander, a spokeswoman for the Michigan Department of State, said the design was "delightfully unhinged."
"It's kind of a fun spin on just, you know, what feels like a crazy season to a lot of people," she said.
A few weeks after entering her drawing, Jane learned that the task force, which works with the Michigan Department of State to encourage young people to vote, selected her sticker as a semifinalist. The public could vote for the winners on the department's website.
Jane said she had just finished swimming in Lake Huron one day in August when her social studies teacher called her mother, Amy, to deliver an update: Jane had won the contest.
"It was really surprising," Jane said. "I'm standing there in a bathing suit like, 'What?'"

This design by Gabby Warner of Rockford, Mich., was one of nine winners in Michigan's "I Voted" sticker contest. (Michigan Department of State)


Jane's design received 20,000 votes from the public -- about 2,000 more than any other sticker, Samantha May, a spokeswoman for the Michigan Department of State, said in an email.
The department announced the winners on Sept. 4. Some of the other winners featured a cat holding an "I VOTED" sign, a deer wearing sunglasses and a lighthouse projecting "I VOTED!" One sticker said, "I Voted yay" -- with the "e" backward -- and another used Midwest slang: "OPE, I VOTED."
A few days after the announcement, Jane said her classmates told her that her drawing was on their social media feeds.
Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson posted Jane's drawing on X with the caption: "Walking into general election season like."
Derek Dobies, the chief of staff for Michigan's AFL-CIO, wrote on X: "If there is ever a year to have an unhinged werewolf ripping its shirt off as the 'I Voted' sticker ... it's 2024." 
John Oliver joked on his show "Last Week Tonight" on Sunday that he would commit voter fraud to obtain multiple copies of the sticker.
Michigan clerks will order and distribute rolls of the winning stickers to voters in November, and Benander said she expects the werewolf designs to run out quickly. Regardless of voters' interpretation of her drawing, Jane said, she hopes it will bring them joy.
"They're going to be wearing this on their chest the day they vote," she said, "and I want them to be proud of it."
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Gaza's traumatized children are facing another lost year of school 
About 650,000 students are missing their second school year, an absence educators say will compound the trauma of war and could cause lasting developmental problems. 
By Kareem Fahim, Hajar Harb  | 2024-09-12

Despite schools destroyed by bombs and converted to shelters, children in Gaza continue schooling in makeshift classrooms.


Ahed Balousha had a single, driving ambition as she approached her senior year of high school in Gaza: "To be among the top students in Palestine." After that, she dreamed of college.
"I was known among everyone as the persevering person who had a beautiful future," Balousha said.
Then came the war.
Eleven months later, Balousha, 18, is living in a tent with eight family members, and her only ambition is survival. School is a memory darkened by the deaths of least three former classmates -- Aya, Nada and Farah -- among thousands of children killed during the war. The school, in the Jabalya refugee camp in northern Gaza, was damaged in a deadly Israeli strike in November and now functions as a shelter for the displaced. The universities Balousha strove to reach are mangled or destroyed.
Gaza's 650,000 students are now missing their second year of school, an absence educators say will compound the trauma of war for children and could cause many of them lasting developmental problems. It is another stinging setback for Gaza, where education is highly prized, providing purpose in a desperate, besieged place -- and, sometimes, even a way out.
"We are no longer able to dream," Balousha said. "Our passion for everything has ended."
Even if the war stopped tomorrow, Gaza's educational system would probably take years to rebuild. Since October, 93 percent of the Strip's 564 school buildings have "sustained some level of damage," according to the Global Education Cluster, a research group that works with the United Nations. Eighty-five percent will "either need full reconstruction or major rehabilitation work to be functional again," the group said in a July report. 
Hundreds of schools have been converted into shelters for the Strip's nearly 2 million displaced people, but it has not spared them from attack. Two Israeli strikes Wednesday on a school and its surroundings in central Gaza killed at least 18 people, including six workers for the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, according to a Gaza civil defense spokesman and the agency, UNRWA, which said the school had been hit four previous times. Israel said it was targeting Hamas militants.

Students in Mawasi, Gaza, attend a makeshift tent classroom on Sept. 9, after hundreds of schools have been destroyed or converted to shelters.


Palestinian educators and human rights advocates have accused Israel's military of intentionally destroying Gaza's education system, citing repeated Israel Defense Forces strikes on schools, universities and libraries. "It's not a coincidence that all these schools are being attacked," said  Sulieman Mleahat, the educational director for American Near East Refugee Aid, or ANERA, which runs school programs in Gaza.
"We know the extent of it," he said. "It's deliberate."
In April, a group of U.N. human rights experts called the assault "systemic," saying it "may be reasonable to ask" if Israel was committing "scholasticide" in Gaza.
In a statement to The Washington Post, the Israeli military said "there is no IDF policy to target schools or educators. Rather, Hamas' widespread and well documented strategy of exploiting schools and educational facilities for terror activities, has required IDF activity in those areas."
In March, Israeli military authorities said the leveling of Israa University two months earlier had occurred without "the required approvals" and reprimanded the commander responsible.
As she scrambled to reach college, Balousha's family nicknamed her "doctor," for her ambition, her intelligence and her reliably high scores on yearly exams, she said. An aunt, named Islam, was her most enthusiastic supporter, sending her gifts of encouragement, including a box with books, chocolates and dried roses.
"I went from the girl who was called 'doctor' to the one who became preoccupied with searching for a little water," she said. Her aunt was killed with her husband and children in a strike on the Nuseirat refugee camp last year, she said.
Balousha tried to keep up with her studies, downloading a remote-learning app she used during the coronavirus pandemic to prepare for matriculation exams: One day the war would surely end. But she had to walk nearly two miles to find an internet connection. She did not have a laptop. Phone batteries needed to be saved for emergencies. There was no light in her tent.
"Everything is gone and will never return to the way it was," she said.
Educators have struggled to provide structure for students who are dispersed in tent communities, many living with horrific injuries or disease and consumed by privation and grief.

Palestinian children walk past destroyed buildings as they head to class in the Khan Younis camp in southern Gaza on Thursday. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Mleahat, of ANERA, said the group is supporting children and youth groups in 50 shelters with "distraction activities," including sports, painting, drawing and dancing. "It gives children a daily routine," he said. "They are often sitting idly in shelters, not able to come to terms with the murder and mayhem around them."
The group pays special attention to teenagers. "They are at an age where they feel terrible anger. They become withdrawn," he said. Fifteen-year-olds, in particular, are  "most susceptible to self-harm and possibly suicide." Groups of children are encouraged to talk, "to begin vocalizing their fears, begin developing some resilience with the trauma they have experienced," Mleahat said.
Children under 8 are also vulnerable. "If you are not providing them with learning possibilities, they tend not to be able to focus," he said. "One of the most important skills children learn is the ability to concentrate, and that's gone."
The United Nations agency for Palestinian refugees, or UNRWA, which educated half of Gaza's students before the war, has been hosting mental health and recreational programs in its schools turned shelters and accelerated the effort on Aug. 1, said Juliette Touma, its director of communications. But "there is no alternative to the actual school setup," she said.
The agency said it would expand its offerings to include a focus on "arts, music and sports -- as well as raising awareness on the risks of explosive ordnance."
UNRWA staff are coping with their own trauma: 126 of its teachers have been killed during the war, the agency says. In total, 400 of the enclave's 23,000 schoolteachers have been killed since October, according to the Palestinian Education Ministry, along with 100 university teaching staff.
Sadiq al-Khadour, a ministry spokesman, said officials considered organizing mobile schools, but the idea was unworkable without a cease-fire. Instead, they are planning to expand learning in shelters and tents. Khadour spoke of providing internet points for students and distributing lessons electronically, though even that will be difficult with much of the enclave still struggling to access electricity.
Gaza's carnage is thwarting teachers who had been "zealous" about their work -- carrying on a tradition that stretched from early Palestinian educational movements to recent times, as learning remained "at the core" of the Palestinian experience, Mleahat said.

Children sit in a makeshift school classroom inside a tent set up on the ruins of the destroyed home of their teacher (not pictured), in the Khan Younis camp Thursday. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Education "provided a passport to the outside world" for Palestinian students and their teachers, who lent their skills to school systems around the Arab world, including in the Persian Gulf, he said.
Asma Mustafa, an English teacher at a public school in northern Gaza before the war, has settled for a smaller world, mentoring displaced children in the places where she has sought safety for her own family.
At an UNRWA school in November, the first of eight locations she has moved to over the course of the war, she used the library to read stories to groups of children every day at 3 p.m. Sometimes she would get them to dance -- an "emotional discharge," she said -- or make them popcorn. The kids turned up in droves.
The work has become harder as Gaza's misery deepens. "There is no gas, no electricity, people cook on fires," she said. The books she read from started disappearing, as people gathered anything that would burn.
Still, she found ways to distract. In one class session, in Rafah, it was a popular Egyptian song that got everyone dancing. "I felt how much they needed this," she said. By the time she moved to Khan Younis, she sensed that the children -- who spent their days scavenging for wood or water -- needed more: "how to think critically, how to solve their problems." She began teaching basic first aid and personal hygiene as diseases spread through the camps.
Mustafa talked about the days before the war, when she would "dress beautifully" for her students at school, her "second home." Now she wondered what will remain of Gaza's culture of education.
Children are "exhausted," she said, and "about to lose hope." She fears many will decide not to go back to school, forced into adulthood too soon. "They are fathers, because of losing their fathers. They are mothers, because of losing their mothers."
"Our children," she said, "are not children anymore."

Palestinian children sit outside their makeshift classroom surrounded by destroyed buildings in the Khan Younis camp Thursday. (Haitham Imad/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)
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U.N. agency says six of its staff among those killed in Israeli strikes
The workers were killed when two airstrikes hit a Gaza refugee camp, said UNRWA, the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees. Israel said it targeted Hamas militants.
By Francesca Ebel, Hazem  Balousha, Frances Vinall, Victoria Bisset | 2024-09-12

Six UNRWA workers were killed when two strikes hit a school-turned-shelter and its surroundings in Nuseirat, Gaza, on Sept. 11.


JERUSALEM -- Six workers for the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees were among those killed when two Israeli airstrikes hit a school and its surroundings in a central Gaza refugee camp, the agency said Thursday, adding that it was the "highest death toll among our staff in a single incident."
At least 18 people were killed and 18 injured in Wednesday's attack,  which struck the al-Jaouni school run by the U.N. Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), Gaza Civil Defense spokesman Mahmoud Basal said in a statement. The school has been sheltering displaced Palestinians. The Israel Defense Forces said it was targeting Hamas militants.
In a statement,  UNRWA said those killed in the two strikes in the Nuseirat refugee camp included the shelter's manager. About 12,000 people are sheltering at the al-Jaouni school, which has been hit five times since the war began, the agency said. "No one is safe in Gaza," UNRWA said in the statement. "No one is spared."
Israel has repeatedly struck schools, hospitals and refugee camps over the past year of war in Gaza, causing mass civilian casualties.
"We need to see humanitarian sites protected, and that's something that we continue to raise with Israel," U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Thursday at a news conference in Warsaw. "At the same time, we continue to see Hamas hiding in, taking over and otherwise using these sites from which to conduct its operations and to pose an ongoing threat, and that, of course, has to stop, because those actions are endangering civilians."
The IDF said that its air force conducted a "precise strike" on a "Hamas command and control center" in the camp. Nadav Shoshani, an IDF spokesman, said it asked UNRWA to provide details about the workers to "thoroughly review" reports of their deaths.
Since the second week of the conflict, the al-Jaouni School has become a refuge for thousands of displaced Palestinians from Gaza City and other refugee camps across the Gaza Strip.
The school is now crowded with displaced families. Tents fill the yard, and clothes lines hang from the windows. Donkeys, horses and carts stand at the entrance.
Located on the main street of Nuseirat camp, it was initially designated as a safe zone when Israeli forces ordered evacuations to the southern Gaza Strip on Oct. 13. The camp is no longer in the current humanitarian safe zone.
At a briefing on Thursday, David Mencer, a spokesman for Israel's National Public Diplomacy Directorate, said the IDF targeted a "command and control center" in Nuseirat that was "embedded inside a compound that previously served as the al-Jaouni school.
"When a school is no longer a school and becomes a Hamas command and control center, used to execute terrorist attacks against our troops and people, then it becomes a legitimate target," he said. "A school being used for terror purposes is a school no more."
Imad al-Hattab, 61, said in an interview that his brother, Naif al-Hattab, 59, an UNRWA employee and manager of the shelter, was one of the six killed in Wednesday's strike.
"Naif studied Arabic literature at a university in Yemen and started his career as an Arabic-language teacher with UNRWA, eventually becoming a school principal. He went to the school every day, serving as supervisor of the shelter center," Imad al-Hattab said.
He said  his brother's work as a teacher had benefited "thousands" of students in Gaza. Naif al-Hattab had three daughters and three sons, one of whom was killed in a previous Israeli strike on Gaza City.
"My brother Naif was a civilian who never carried a weapon. Yet, yesterday, he was targeted by an Israeli airstrike, despite his dedicated service. There is no justification for bombing a school and its displaced people and staff," Imad al-Hattab said. "The loss of Naif has deeply affected us; his absence is irreplaceable due to his exemplary character and esteemed reputation among all."
Dozens of Palestinians were killed Wednesday in other strikes across central and southern Gaza, and five were killed in a strike in Tubas in the West Bank, according to Palestinian officials and health workers.
Israel has repeatedly charged that hundreds of UNRWA workers are tied to militant groups in Gaza, but a report published by an independent review panel in April found that Israel had not provided evidence for this claim. Former French foreign minister Catherine Colonna, who led the review group, said at the time that UNRWA needed to implement more robust vetting procedures but added that the U.N. agency is playing "a vital role in the humanitarian response in Gaza."
The strikes on the UNRWA school drew fresh international condemnation, including from Egypt, Qatar and Jordan. British Foreign Secretary David Lammy described the reports of UNRWA workers being killed as "appalling."
On Wednesday, UNRWA head Philippe Lazzarini condemned the "senseless killing, day after day" in Gaza in an X post, adding that at least 220 of the agency's workers have been killed since Oct. 7. "The longer impunity prevails, the more international humanitarian law & the Geneva conventions will become irrelevant," he wrote. According to the United Nations, more than 280 aid workers -- most of them from UNRWA -- have been killed in Gaza since Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel.
Antonio Guterres, the U.N. secretary general, said in an X post on the killing of the six workers that "what's happening in Gaza is totally unacceptable." Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, director general of the World Health Organization, called the deaths "terribly tragic" and renewed calls for a cease-fire.
Hamas is ready to implement the cease-fire and hostage release proposal in the form announced by President Joe Biden in May, and without any new conditions, the group said Wednesday in a statement. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office said Thursday that Hamas "is trying to hide the fact that it continues to oppose a hostage release deal." Complicating the deal are new requirements from Israel, including its insistence that its military will remain in the Philadelphi Corridor between Gaza and Egypt, as well as Hamas's recent killing of six hostages.
Witness statements and video challenge the Israeli narrative on how Turkish American activist Aysenur Eygi was killed, a Washington Post investigation found. The IDF said Eygi was shot "unintentionally" during a "violent riot," but The Post's analysis shows clashes had subsided and protesters had retreated. Biden said in a Wednesday statement that he was "outraged and deeply saddened" by the death, adding that "the shooting that led to her death is totally unacceptable."
Turkey's Foreign Ministry that Eygi's body will arrive in the country on Friday for her burial. "We will make every effort to ensure that this crime does not go unpunished," the ministry wrote on social media Thursday.
The World Health Organization and its partners carried out the largest medical evacuation from Gaza since October -- of 45 children and 52 adults who are sick or severely injured, along with 155 companions -- on Wednesday, Tedros said on social media. More than 22,000 people -- or around a quarter of those wounded in Gaza since the war began -- have suffered "life-changing injuries," the WHO separately said Thursday. The figures, which cover until July 23, come "in parallel with the ongoing decimation of the health system," Richard Peeperkorn, the WHO's representative in the occupied Palestinian territory, said in a news release.
The Islamist party that has tried to end Jordan's peace agreement with Israel made significant gains in parliamentary elections, Jordanian media reported Wednesday. The Islamic Action Front, a Muslim Brotherhood affiliate, won 31 of 138 lower house seats, more than any other party, Jordan's electoral commission announced. But the party will be curtailed by its minority position and the U.S. ally's system of government, in which its king has significant power.
At least 41,118 people have been killed and 95,125 injured in Gaza since the war began, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel, including more than 300 soldiers, and says 342 soldiers have been killed since the launch of its military operation in Gaza.
Vinall reported from Seoul and Bisset from London. Kareem Fahim in Beirut and Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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Russian counteroffensive in Ukrainian-controlled Kursk begins, says Zelensky
Zelensky said that the Russian counteroffensive had long been expected and was planned for.
By Anastacia Galouchka, Lizzie Johnson | 2024-09-12

Civilians evacuated from the Kursk regional border area with Ukraine, wait to receive humanitarian aid and medical care delivered by the Russian Red Cross in Kursk, Russia, on Tuesday. (Stringer/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


KYIV -- Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky announced Thursday that Russia had launched a counteroffensive to take back the parts of its Kursk region occupied by Ukrainian forces last month.
The president also said that three staff members from the International Committee of the Red Cross were killed when their vehicles were hit by Russian shelling in the eastern Donetsk region.
Speaking at a news conference with the Lithuanian president, Zelensky said that the Russian "counteroffensive actions were according to our Ukrainian plan."
He declined to say anything more about the region, which Ukraine overtook during a surprise incursion in early August. Zelensky has stated before that Kursk -- where Ukraine grabbed about 500 square miles, including 100 settlements and nearly 600 prisoners of war -- was part of his plan to end the conflict. 
In the past two days, though, the Russian Defense Ministry said that its troops had reclaimed 10 settlements in the region.
The size, scale and outcome of the Russian counterattack "are unclear and the situation remains fluid," said a report released Wednesday by the Institute for the Study of War, but it did report evidence of some Russian advances.
A commander fighting inside the Kursk region confirmed that the counteroffensive had begun but said that "everything is under control."
"We will hold," said the commander, whom The Post agreed to identify by his call sign, Boxer, in keeping with Ukrainian military protocol. "The situation is serious, everything is being shelled, and the road on which supplies were brought is no longer usable. It's under fire. Drones are already everywhere in Sudzha. But we are in control. We are holding."
On Tuesday, British Defense Secretary John Healey, in an update to the House of Commons, applauded the Kursk operation, adding that "the longer they hold Kursk, the weaker Putin becomes. The longer they hold Kursk, the better defended Ukraine will be."
Meanwhile, in the eastern city of Pokrovsk -- an important logistics hub on which Russian troops are steadily advancing -- Ukrainian authorities said that critical infrastructure had been destroyed in Russian attacks, leaving the city without gas for cooking or drinking water.
About 18,000 people remain in Pokrovsk, Donetsk regional Gov. Vadym Filashkin said, including 522 children. About 20,000 people have fled, and last week, the final evacuation train departed.
"Evacuation is the only ... choice for civilians," Filashkin said.
In the village of Viroliubivka, near the front lines in the Donetsk region, two Red Cross vehicles about to distribute wood and coal to help warm homes this winter were hit by shelling, killing three people and injuring two.
"It's unconscionable that shelling would hit an aid distribution site," said the president of the International Committee of the Red Cross, Mirjana Spoljaric Egger. "Our hearts are broken today as we mourn the loss of our colleagues and care for the injured. This tragedy unleashes a wave of grief all too familiar to those who have lost loved ones in armed conflict."
Johnson reported from Yaremche, Ukraine. Sergiy Morgunov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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More than half of Brazil is racked by drought. Blame deforestation.
Latin America's largest country is being baked by its worst drought on record.
By Terrence McCoy | 2024-09-12

Men ride horses Sunday across the dried-up Parana do Manaquiri, a river in Manaquiri, in Brazil's Amazonas state. (Raphael Alves/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


RIO DE JANEIRO -- In the north of Brazil, dried rivers have left communities accessible only by boat landlocked. In the central west, fires are razing what were once wetlands. And in the densely populated southeast, smoke from tens of thousands of blazes is choking cities.
Brazil is in the grip of its worst drought on record, Brazil's Center for Natural Disaster Monitoring and Alerts said this month, a drought that has parched at least 59 percent of Latin America's largest country and dried out more than 1,400 cities.
Even in a country that has grown increasingly inured to the damage wrought by drought -- which in recent years has dried out swaths of the Amazon forest, killed scores of river dolphins and caused some territory to be reclassified as arid -- recent scenes of privation and struggle have been startling.
Along the Rio Madeira in Amazonas state, locals are trekking miles on the hot sands of the dried riverbed in search of water. In the Pantanal, the world's largest tropical wetland, fires have scorched an estimated 20,000 square kilometers (7,720 square miles). The vast Cerrado region is in the grip of the worst drought in at least 700 years, according to researchers at the University of Sao Paulo. And the air in Sao Paulo state has grown so heavy with forest fire smoke that authorities have urged people to avoid physical activity outside.

Joao Mendonca carries water along the Madeira riverbed on Sunday to his isolated Paraizinho community in Amazonas state, Brazil. (Bruno Kelly/Reuters)


Much of the crisis, scientists say, can be explained by climate change, which is driving temperatures higher and making rainfall more unpredictable. But it's been exacerbated by the deforestation of the Amazon, which has the potential to disrupt rainfall patterns across much of South America.
"We have to focus on why this is happening," said Philip Fearnside, a biologist at the National Institute of Amazon Research. "This is global warming and deforestation."
Fearnside and other climate scientists have warned for years that the impacts of the Amazon's destruction would be felt well beyond its borders.
"This drought is evidence," he said.
The biome is hydrated by a unique rainfall pattern known as "flying rivers." Moisture blows in from the Atlantic Ocean and forms rain over the eastern Amazon. The dense forest canopy absorbs the water, then releases much of it back into the atmosphere as vapor to be carried farther west. The cycle repeats until the flying rivers collide with the Andes mountains, where they turn southward into central Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay and Argentina.

Fire burns a green area in Manaus last week. (Raphael Alves/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The Rio de la Plata basin, which extends from Bolivia to Argentina, is particularly dependent on what scientists call "cascading moisture recycling."
Reliant on trees, the hydraulic system is now being frayed by deforestation. The destruction has been most acute in the southeastern Amazon, precisely where the moisture from the Atlantic is first deposited. The loss of vegetation is reducing the volume of water that's reaching the continent.
This effect is being compounded by deforestation elsewhere. The Cerrado region, which has far fewer environmental protections than the Amazon, has been decimated in recent years by forest loss. Eight of the 10 municipalities that posted the highest rates of deforestation last year were concentrated in the region.
In a country where agricultural gains often come at the loss of the natural environment, many think "forest is a waste of land," said Luciana Gatti, a climate researcher at Brazil's National Institute for Space Research. "This is a process connected from the bottom to the top, with the flying rivers at the top being weakened, and the earth being weakened at the bottom, erasing natural fountains and reducing river levels."
2024 might be a year of historic drought in Brazil, she said. But don't expect the record to stand for long.
"You can put this in capital letters," she said. "It will get worse and worse. We are heading toward an apocalyptical situation, and unfortunately we only wake up at the last minute."
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Iran turns to Hells Angels and other criminal gangs to target critics
Iran has cultivated ties with criminal networks in the West to carry out a recent wave of violent plots in the United States and Europe. 
By Greg Miller, Souad Mekhennet, Cate Brown | 2024-09-12
LONDON -- In the months before his attackers tracked him down, the exiled Iranian journalist had been moved in and out of safe houses by London's Metropolitan Police, given a secret way to signal rescue units and had monitoring devices installed in his home.
British authorities had done even more to protect Iran International, the London-based satellite news channel that airs the weekly program of the journalist, Pouria Zeraati, and has built an audience of millions in Iran despite being outlawed by the Islamic republic.
Police assigned a team of undercover officers to safeguard the channel's employees, arrested a suspect caught surveilling the station's entrances, put armored cars outside its headquarters and, for one seven-month stretch last year, convinced the network to move temporarily to Washington.
None of these measures managed to protect Zeraati from the plot that Iran is suspected of setting in motion this year. On March 29, he was stabbed four times and left bleeding on the sidewalk outside his home in the London suburb of Wimbledon by assailants who were not from Iran and had no discernible connection to its security services, according to British investigators.
Instead, officials said, Iran hired criminals in Eastern Europe who encountered few obstacles as they cleared security checks at Heathrow Airport, spent days tracking Zeraati and then caught departing flights just hours after carrying out an ambush that their victim survived -- perhaps intentionally, investigators said, to serve as a warning but not trigger the fallout that would come with the murder of a British citizen.
Iran's alleged reliance on criminals rather than covert operatives underscored an alarming evolution in tactics by a nation that U.S. and Western security officials consider one of the world's most determined and dangerous practitioners of "transnational repression," a term for governments' use of violence and intimidation in others' sovereign territory to silence dissidents, journalists and others deemed disloyal.
Senior security officials said that the use of criminal proxies by governments has compounded the difficulty of protecting those who have sought refuge in the United States, Europe and elsewhere. Security services formerly focused on tracking operatives from Russia's GRU spy agency or Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) now confront plots handed off -- often through encrypted channels -- to criminal networks deeply embedded in Western society.
In recent years, Iran has outsourced lethal operations and abductions to Hells Angels biker gangs, a notorious Russian mob network known as "Thieves in Law," a heroin distribution syndicate led by an Iranian narco-trafficker and violent criminal groups from Scandinavia to South America.
This story reveals new details about how Iran has cultivated and exploited connections to criminal networks that are behind a recent wave of violent plots secretly orchestrated by elite units in the IRGC and Iran's Ministry of Intelligence (MOIS). It is based on interviews with senior officials in more than a dozen countries, hundreds of pages of criminal court records in the United States and Europe, as well as additional investigative documents obtained by The Washington Post from security services.
With hit men it has hired in the criminal underworld, Iran has commissioned plots against a former Iranian military officer living under an assumed identity in Maryland, an exiled Iranian American journalist in Brooklyn, a women's rights activist in Switzerland, LGBTQ+ activists in Germany and at least five journalists at Iran International, as well as dissidents and regime critics in a half dozen other countries, according to interviews and records.
Other nations have begun to embrace this strategy. India's security services enlisted criminal groups to kill a Sikh activist in Canada last year and target another in New York, according to U.S. and Canadian officials. Russia, which has traditionally relied on its own agents for lethal operations, turned last year to mob elements in Spain to kill a military helicopter pilot who had defected to Ukraine and then resettled in the Mediterranean.
Iran's turn to criminal proxies has in part been driven by necessity, officials said, reflecting the intense scrutiny that Iran's own operatives face from Western governments. The attack on Zeraati avoided these Iran-focused defenses.
"We're not dealing with the usual suspects," said Matt Jukes, the head of counterterrorism policing in the United Kingdom and assistant commissioner for special operations with Scotland Yard. He acknowledged that Zeraati's assailants remain at large more than five  months after his stabbing. They have been identified and their travels traced to countries in Eastern Europe but have so far not been detained. Officials said the suspects remain in Eastern Europe and that other security services are cooperating with British authorities, but they declined to explain why the suspects have not been taken into custody.
"What we've got is a hostile state actor that sees the battlefield as being without border and individuals in London every bit as legitimate as targets as if [they were] in Iran," said Jukes. Along with Britain's domestic spy agency, MI5, the Metropolitan Police have tracked more than 16 plots from the Islamic republic over the past two years, according to British intelligence and security officials, many of whom spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive and ongoing investigations.
The United States has faced a wave of similar threats, including several that have been detailed in criminal indictments connecting biker gangs in Canada and mob elements in Eastern Europe to planned assassinations commissioned by Iran.
Matthew G. Olsen, who heads the national security division at the Justice Department, said that "Iran is clearly at the top of the list" of states that year after year seek to kill or abduct dissidents and journalists outside their borders. Other nations, particularly China, seek to intimidate or repress diaspora populations, Olsen said, but Iran is consistently "focused on actions at the extreme end of [transnational repression] because of their lethal targeting."
Iran dismissed the accusations as Western disinformation. "The Islamic Republic of Iran harbors neither the intent nor the plan to engage in assassination or abduction operations, whether in the West or any other country," Iran's mission to the United Nations said in a statement. "These fabrications are concoctions of the Zionist regime, the Albania-based Mujahedin-e Khalq terrorist cult, and certain Western intelligence services--including those of the United States--to divert attention from the atrocities committed by the Israeli regime."
Iran's overseas operations have intensified in response to a period of political upheaval driven by mass protests over economic conditions and the regime's treatment of women.
The security services in Tehran are targeting those outside the country whom they accuse of stoking these internal divisions, Western officials and analysts said.
Amid worries that the conflict in Gaza might break out into a regional war, Tehran has also been linked to plots against U.S. and Israeli officials and members of Jewish communities in France and Germany.
The Justice Department filed charges last month against a Pakistani man with ties to Iran who was accused of seeking to hire a hit man to assassinate political figures in the United States, possibly including former president Donald Trump. It was the latest in a series of plots against members of his administration, including former secretary of state Mike Pompeo and former national security adviser John Bolton, in response to a 2020 U.S. drone strike in Iraq that killed IRGC leader Qasem Soleimani.
Security officials and experts said the pace of operations emanating from Iran is unprecedented. Data published by the Washington Institute in August listed 88 assassination, abduction and other violent plots linked to Iran over the past five years -- exceeding the total for the preceding four decades following the 1979 revolution. At least 14 of those recent cases involved criminal organizations.
"We're seeing a major escalation in lethal plotting from a government that has used this tactic from the outset," said Matthew Levitt, a counterterrorism expert at the Washington Institute.
The results have been mixed.
For every plot that has succeeded,  others have failed, often because of blunders committed by those hired. Iran appears to accept the downsides of the outsourcing model because of offsetting advantages. These include making it more difficult for authorities to attribute attacks to Tehran, an abundance of criminals willing to commit violence for relatively modest sums of money and a negligible price of failure.
Rather than putting Iran's own agents at risk, a U.S. intelligence analyst said, "two guys they barely know will spend 20 years in jail."

Pouria Zeraati at London-based Iran International's studios in June. (Tom Jamieson for The Washington Post)


Zeraati, 36, had faced threats since starting his program in 2022 at Iran International, a Saudi-funded satellite and online news platform that bypasses Iran's censors and beams news and commentary to millions of viewers.
In November 2022, Zeraati's wife, a real estate agent, was approached by two men on a motorcycle outside a London health club. "We know where you live," one said, according to Zeraati. "We will kill your husband."
Zeraati was one of five Iranian journalists whose pictures appeared on "Wanted, Dead or Alive" posters hung from signposts in Iran and circulated widely on social media outlets tied to the government.

A wanted poster distributed by Iranian state-backed media that shows photos of Iranian journalists including Zeraati, who was stabbed in London in March. (Obtained by The Washington Post)


Yet the stabbing took place at a time when the threat level facing Iran International was perceived to have declined. The channel had returned from its Washington relocation to new London studios ringed by blast walls, guard stations and surveillance cameras. After multiple stays at safe houses, Zeraati had returned to his residence, a flat in a four-story apartment building so close to the famed Wimbledon tennis complex that you can hear the thwack of balls being struck on practice courts.
The assailants appear to have taken advantage of security vulnerabilities. His home address could be found in online property records. His broadcast schedule -- one weekly show airing Friday nights -- pointed to a predictable commute pattern.
As Zeraati crossed the street to his car around 3 p.m. to head to work, he caught sight of a disheveled man approaching him. "Brother, can I have three pounds change," the man said, Zeraati recalled in an interview.
While Zeraati continued toward his car, a second man emerged from a driveway obscured by foliage. The second seized Zeraati's arms while the first, smiling broadly, plunged a blade into his leg repeatedly. The decision to stab his thigh rather than his heart or other vital organs led police to believe the attack was intended as a warning.
The assailants then raced up the street to meet an accomplice with a car. Zeraati's first thought was that he had been mugged. But as he reached for his phone to call an ambulance, he realized that the attackers had not taken any of his belongings, including a wallet, a watch and a Montblanc pen.
"At that moment it clicked," Zeraati said. "It had been related to my job."
If the stabbing was meant to silence Zeraati and sow fear among the regime's Western critics, it was only partially successful.
Zeraati returned to the airwaves after a brief hospital stay. "I wanted to send a message that the flow of information in the 21st century can't be stopped," he said.
Other journalists, dissidents and regime critics acknowledge that they remain deeply shaken.
"It sent a chill through my spine," said Alireza Nader, an independent Iran analyst based in Washington. "I look over my shoulder now," he said. "Everybody who is active against the regime, speaks publicly against the regime, felt that attack."
British officials have not publicly accused Iran of responsibility. Security officials said they see no alternative explanation but are still gathering evidence.
Iranian officials have said the country was not involved in the stabbing. "We deny any link to this story of this so-called journalist," the country's ambassador to the United Kingdom said in a post on X the day after the attack.
Iran has outsourced assassinations and abductions to at least five criminal syndicates, officials said. At the center of this web is an alleged heroin trafficking kingpin based in Iran, Naji Sharifi Zindashti.

An undated photo of Naji Sharifi Zindashti released by the FBI. (FBI/Justice Department)


U.S. criminal charges made public earlier this year outline an alleged scheme in which Zindashti negotiated a $350,000 contract with two Hells Angels members in Canada to kill an Iranian defector and his wife living under false identities in Maryland.
In exchanges over encrypted texts, the would-be assassins discussed their client's insistence that the slaying be symbolically vicious. One assured the other that he would "make sure I hit this guy in the head with ATLEAST half the clip," according to the U.S. indictment, adding, "we gotta erase his head from his torso."
The name of the targeted defector has not been disclosed, but U.S. officials said the individual had served as an officer in the IRGC, a powerful wing of Iran's military created after the 1979 revolution, and become an informant for the CIA.
The incongruous partnership between an Islamic theocracy and a notorious biker gang was driven in part by necessity, officials said, given the resources U.S. security agencies devote to preventing Iran from deploying operatives to the United States.
The Hells Angels, however, has chapters across the country as well as a powerful grip on narcotics trafficking in Canadian provinces, officials said. And there were previous connections between Iran and Hells Angels. In another plot, Iran used a German member of the gang, Ramin Yektaparast, who had fled to Tehran to escape murder charges, to orchestrate the bombing of a synagogue in Essen. An alleged associate balked at bombing the synagogue but fired shots into its windows.
The point man in the Maryland plot was a "full patch" member named Damion Ryan, who has a string of convictions in Canada for crimes including drug trafficking, assault, robbery and home invasion, according to court records. Those documents list aliases for him including "Berserker" and "Mr. Wolf."

Damion Ryan (Manitoba RCMP)


Ryan, 43, in turn enlisted a younger Hells Angels affiliate, Adam R. Pearson, 29, who was in hiding in Minneapolis to escape arrest on murder charges in Canada, according to U.S. and Canadian officials and court records.
An attorney representing Ryan declined to comment. Attorneys who have previously represented Pearson did not respond to requests for comment.
By March 2021, the Hells Angels pair had agreed on the six-figure price tag and Zindashti had sent photos and maps as well as an initial $20,000 payment to cover travel expenses, according to the U.S. indictment. It is unclear how Iran identified the location of the defector.
Then, just as it entered its final stage, the plot stalled. The indictment provides no explanation for why Pearson never made the trip to Maryland, but that same month security services in Europe achieved a breakthrough that rippled through criminal networks around the world.
Zindashti and the two Hells Angels members had been corresponding through an encrypted messaging service known as Sky ECC. Launched by a Vancouver-based company in 2008, the system became a mainstay among criminal syndicates by turning ordinary cellphones into seemingly impenetrable devices, disabling their cameras, microphones and GPS trackers while adding a "kill switch" to delete incriminating data.
By early 2021, however, Belgian and Dutch security services found a way to breach the network's security. On March 9, Belgian police carried out hundreds of raids, arrested dozens of alleged traffickers and seized 17 tons of cocaine. Among those taken into custody in Belgium and the Netherlands were members of Hells Angels.
U.S. officials said the Maryland plot came to their attention as investigators sifted through the Sky ECC trove. Pearson was arrested by the FBI in Minnesota and extradited to Canada. In February 2022, Ryan was arrested following a raid on his house in Ottawa, where authorities found a cache of weapons, body armor and roughly $95,000 in cash.
Zindashti has emerged as a linchpin in Iran's operations.
A hulking figure who stands over 6 feet tall and weighs 250 pounds, Zindashti was described by one U.S. intelligence analyst as a "Pablo Escobar-type narco-trafficker."
Now in his early 50s, Zindashti acquired that status after emerging triumphant from a bloody regional drug war touched off by one of the largest busts in European history. It involved a cargo ship named the Noor One that arrived at a Greek port in June 2014 carrying more than two tons of heroin.
Zindashti was accused by some of tipping off authorities to undercut rivals. He has survived several attempts on his life, but his daughter and a nephew were killed in 2014 by gunmen who pulled up alongside their Porsche Cayenne in Istanbul, mistakenly believing Zindashti was in the vehicle, according to Turkish court records obtained by The Post.
A brutal campaign of score-settling ensued in which more than a dozen people linked to the Noor One deal were killed. One of the murders had striking parallels to the Hells Angels plot that Zindashti is alleged to have later orchestrated on behalf of Iran's MOIS.
In May 2016, a Turkish drug trafficker identified as Cetin Koc was gunned down in Dubai by two hit men who had traveled from Canada where they had links to local narcotics networks. The gunmen became targets themselves upon returning to Vancouver. The bullet-riddled body of one was found in a blueberry field and the remains of the other were recovered from a burned car, Canadian officials said.
In statements to Turkish investigators, Zindashti acknowledged that he had motive to kill Koc, saying that "he wrote me threatening messages about ten days before my daughter's murder." Still, Zindashti claimed to "have nothing to do with the murder" and dismissed the accusations as "a conspiracy."
As the killings continued, the target list expanded to include dissidents and journalists branded disloyal by Tehran.
In 2017, Saeed Karimian, the founder of a Persian language television network, GEM TV, was killed in Istanbul by suspects including a man that Zindashti acknowledged had worked as his family's driver, according to the Turkish court records.
In 2019, Masoud Molavi, a dissident who had created a popular Telegram channel that campaigned against corruption in Iran, was killed in Istanbul by an assailant who then hid in one of Zindashti's apartments, according to the Turkish files, which refer to the drug lord as the "instigator" of multiple attacks.
In 2020, Habib Chaab, a political activist living in Sweden, was abducted during a visit to Turkey and smuggled by Zindashti operatives to Iran where he was tortured and, in 2023, executed, U.S., Western and Turkish security officials said.

Political activist Habib Chaab at a hearing in Tehran in January 2022. During a visit to Turkey, he was smuggled to Iran where he was later executed, officials said. (Majid Azad/AFP/Getty Images)


Zindashti's ruthless effectiveness appears to have reignited Iran's enthusiasm for working with criminal syndicates after experiments years earlier ended in failure, officials said. An attempt in 2011 to assassinate the Saudi ambassador at Cafe Milano, a Georgetown restaurant, unraveled when Iran enlisted a hapless used-car salesman from Texas -- the cousin of an official in Tehran -- to manage the plot.
Taking on these assignments may also have paved the way for Zindashti's return several years ago to his native country after an arrest and other legal problems prompted him to abandon Istanbul. The apparent sanctuary provided Zindashti and Yektaparast suggests that Iran's religious hard-liners are willing to accommodate criminals who are useful against their enemies, officials said. Yektaparast, who posted photos of his Lamborghini and other luxury trappings on an Instagram account, was killed by unknown assailants in Iran earlier this year.
"Cafe Milano was, in hindsight, a signifier of things to come," said a U.S. intelligence analyst. But it was Zindashti, the analyst said, who brought a "significant shift in terms of realizing this is a lucrative tactic."
Iran's security services have poured additional resources into supporting such operations, officials said. The Quds Force, an elite paramilitary wing of the IRGC, established a special unit, Department 840, dedicated to assassination operations outside Iran, U.S. and other officials said.
Zindashti has been more closely aligned with the MOIS, which functions as Iran's main domestic security service but also has its own assassination branch, U.S. officials said. Iranian nationals who oppose the government are considered "internal" adversaries, officials said, even when residing in others' sovereign territory.
The U.S. Treasury Department and its U.K. equivalent imposed financial sanctions on Zindashti earlier this year, saying that he had conducted "assassinations and kidnappings under the direction of the MOIS across multiple continents."
Even while taking advantage of Zindashti's international reach, Iran has diversified.

Iranian American journalist Masih Alinejad, seen in June, was targeted in an assassination plot, U.S. officials said. (Jeenah Moon for The Washington Post)


A gunman who showed up at the Brooklyn doorstep of Iranian American journalist Masih Alinejad in July 2022 was a member of a sprawling criminal organization known as Thieves in Law. The phrase refers to a mafia-style honor code that sworn members are bound to follow.
The assailant, Khalid Mehdiyev, was arrested after being pulled over for a traffic violation near Alinejad's residence. Police found an AK-47, 66 rounds of ammunition and a ski mask in his vehicle, according to a U.S. indictment.
Charges have also been filed against two other suspected Thieves in Law members alleged to have given Mehdiyev his orders. One was based in Iran but apprehended in Uzbekistan and turned over to the United States in 2023, officials said. The other was also extradited earlier this year after being arrested in the Czech Republic.
The assassination attempt marked at least the third plot targeting Alinejad, a prominent advocate for women's rights in Iran. One centered on an elaborate scheme to abduct her, escape New York by boat and board a flight to Iran from Venezuela, according to details released by the U.S. Treasury Department when it imposed sanctions on security operatives in Iran.
Alinejad said she has spent time in more than a dozen safe houses and that Iran's use of criminals has deepened her concern for her safety. "There are a lot of people in Eastern Europe and other places and it's very easy for them to get a visa and come here to do the job," she said.
Iran has used that template repeatedly against Iran International, the satellite station whose journalists have been targets of at least five lethal plots.
Launched in 2017, the network has built gleaming studios in a London business park and hired hundreds of employees, including prominent broadcasters from BBC Persian and other platforms.
Despite negligible advertising revenue, the station spends lavishly on facilities and salaries, reporting losses totaling $569 million between 2017 and 2022, the latest year for which figures are available. Executives declined to provide details on the station's funding except to acknowledge that much of it comes from sources in Saudi Arabia -- one of Iran's primary adversaries.
Viewership has surged, fueled by around-the-clock coverage of internal protests. During the 2022 uprisings that followed the death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman beaten by police for alleged violations of the country's religious dress code, the network aired coverage of the violent internal crackdown, showing videos of police beatings and other abuses submitted by activists and ordinary citizens.

Women hold up signs in Persian and English during a student-led anti-Britain demonstration outside the British Embassy in Tehran on Oct. 27, 2022. (Str/AFP/Getty Images)


As protests grew, IRGC commander Hossein Salami issued a thinly veiled threat to the network. "We warn those who manage these systems of spreading news and spreading lies for chaos inside our country to stop these behaviors," he said. "You've tried us before. Watch out because we're coming for you."
A month later, in November 2022, the station issued a news release saying it had been warned of bomb and death threats against two of its senior managers. Other plots followed, aimed at on-air broadcasters Fardad Farahzad and Sima Sabet.
In February 2023, police arrested a suspected associate of the Thieves in Law who had arrived in London on a flight from Vienna, went straight to Iran International's headquarters and begun taking videos of its perimeter security. That same month, the channel moved its production operations to an existing Iran International studio in Washington, considered safer because of the distance from Tehran and the capabilities of U.S. intelligence agencies.

The Metropolitan Police released a video showing a man arrested outside Iran International's office in London on Feb. 11, 2023, under the state's terrorism act.


The Thieves in Law suspect, Magomed-Husejn Dovtaev, a 31-year-old native of Chechnya, was convicted in December of conducting surveillance for an act of terrorism and given a three-and-a-half-year prison sentence.
Three months later, a trio of alleged assailants arrived in London much as Dovtaev had -- on flights from European countries that allow easy entry to Britain.
Zeraati considers himself more partisan commentator than impartial journalist, and the editorial tone of his weekly "Last Word" program may have made him a priority target.
Several weeks before the stabbing, he had aired an interview with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who used the appearance to denounce the IRGC as a "self-designated" terrorist organization.
Iran's Fars News Agency responded by applying the same label to Iran International, calling it a "terrorist" channel that had "offered its antenna to the prime minister, murderer of children in Gaza."
Despite efforts to protect Zeraati, the attack exposed security lapses. Police had removed monitoring devices from his home a year earlier and though London is saturated with police surveillance cameras, none had been installed on Zeraati's street.
Alicia Kearns, a member of British Parliament who was chairwoman of the Foreign Affairs Committee at the time of the stabbing, said in an interview that she was troubled that police had failed to stop the assailants before they could flee the country.
"There are unfortunately going to be an increase in hostile states seeking to silence those who speak against them," she said. "The U.K. can't be a beacon of freedom and democracy if we can't stop hostile states conducting acts of terrorism on our soil."
Zeraati has pressed on with his program but his life has been altered. After additional stays in safe houses, he and his wife decided this summer to move away from England. They now reside in Jerusalem, a city where they believed they would be safer, close to the regional stories he covers and where the station also has a studio.
He no longer walks with a noticeable limp, he said, but bears scars that "will stay for a lifetime."
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Which countries have suspended or restricted arms sales to Israel?
Canada is the latest country to suspend some weapons exports, amid scrutiny over military aid to Israel as the war in Gaza nears the one-year mark.
By Niha Masih, Leo Sands | 2024-09-12

Palestinians search for victims on Sept. 1 after an Israeli strike hit a school in Zeitoun, Gaza City, that was sheltering displaced people. (Dawoud Abu Alkas/Reuters)


The British government's decision to suspend some arms exports to Israel over concerns about potential violations of international humanitarian law has added to scrutiny over military aid to the country, with the death toll in Gaza continuing to rise as the war approaches the one-year mark.
Britain's decision followed a government review instituted by the Labour government that came to power in July. Though Britain accounts for just a fraction of arms sales to Israel, the decision by a key ally was criticized by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who declared: "With or without British arms, Israel will win this war and secure our common future."
Meanwhile, human rights group Amnesty International called the action "too limited" and advocated for a complete halt on weapons sales.
Here's what to know about how countries have grappled with the issue of arms supplies to Israel over the war in Gaza.
Britain on Sept. 2  announced the immediate suspension of around 30 out of some 350 arms exports licenses to Israel for items used in the current conflict in Gaza, including sales of components for some military aircraft such as fighter planes, helicopters and drones as well as items used for ground targeting.
Foreign Secretary David Lammy said the assessment found a "clear risk" that the exported items "might be used to commit or facilitate a serious violation of international humanitarian law."
Last year, Greg Hands, the minister of state for trade policy under the previous government, told Parliament that Britain's exports account for 0.02 percent of Israel's overall military imports and that in 2022 the country exported about $55 million worth of military equipment to Israel.
Italy announced late last year that it had stopped sending weapons to Israel, though some arms exports continued. The government said it was honoring existing orders on the condition that the weapons would not be used against civilians, Reuters reported.
Italy was the third-largest global exporter of arms to Israel between 2019 and 2023, responsible for 0.9 percent of Israel's imports during that period, according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute.
Spain's Foreign Ministry said in February that the country has not authorized any arms sales to Israel since Oct. 7. However, El Diario newspaper reported that military exports authorized before the war had been sent to Israel after the war broke out.
In the Netherlands, a court ordered the Dutch government to suspend the export of parts for F-35 fighters to Israel because of evident risks of serious violations of international humanitarian law, in response to a lawsuit brought by Oxfam Novib and two other rights groups. The Dutch government's appeal against the decision is being heard by the Supreme Court.
Belgium's Walloon region in February suspended two licenses for the export of gunpowder to Israel, local media reported, following the International Court of Justice's order the previous month directing Israel to do more to prevent civilian deaths in Gaza.
Canada's Foreign Ministry said in March that the country had not approved any arms export permits to Israel since Jan. 8 and that the pause would continue until it could ensure Israel's "full compliance" with export controls. Permits granted before Jan. 8 would remain in effect.
Foreign Minister Melanie Joly said in early September that the country suspended 30 arms permits of Canadian companies to Israel over the summer, the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. reported.
"We will not have any form of arms, or parts of arms, be sent to Gaza, period. How they're being sent and where they're being sent is irrelevant," she told reporters. Her statement came, CBC reported, weeks after the United States announced plans to send ammunition produced in Quebec to Israel.
The United States has supplied security assistance worth $6.5 billion to Israel since Oct. 7, The Washington Post reported in June. It is the top supplier to the Israeli military, accounting for 69 percent of its total arms imports between the years of 2019 and 2023, according to the SIPRI.
In May, the United States paused a shipment of weapons, including 500- and 2,000-pound bombs, as Israel threatened to invade the city of Rafah, in southern Gaza, where the majority of displaced Palestinians had fled. It reversed its decision on the 500-pound bombs in July.
On Sept. 3, State Department spokesman Matt Miller said Britain's decision to suspend some exports will not impact U.S. policy, and said U.S. assessments of "possible violations of international humanitarian law" were ongoing.
Germany has approved the sale of about $275 million worth of weapons and military equipment to Israel since October, government lawyers in April told the ICJ, where Berlin faced a legal challenge over its weapons supply to Israel. Germany said most of those sales were passed in October last year and that approvals had since dropped sharply. (The court declined to issue emergency orders to stop the sales.)
Germany was the second-largest arms supplier to Israel after the United States, with exports of $354 million last year.
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Amid Gaza talks, U.S. releases $1.3 billion in military aid to Egypt 
The Biden administration had previously withheld some annual funding from Egypt amid scrutiny of its human rights record.  
By Missy Ryan, Abigail Hauslohner | 2024-09-12

President Joe Biden speaks with Egyptian President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi during a U.N. climate summit in 2022. (Alex Brandon/AP)


The Biden administration will not withhold any of the United States' annual military aid to Egypt, the State Department said Wednesday, in a significant reversal after diverting more than $300 million over the past three years amid scrutiny of the country's human rights record.
The State Department informed Congress of its intent to provide all $1.3 billion typically allotted for Egypt each year, the agency said in a statement. Last year, the Biden administration diverted $85 million, citing Cairo's failure to meet conditions related to treatment of prisoners. In both 2021 and 2022, it withheld $130 million over human rights concerns.
The annual decision about aid to Egypt -- a product of legislation imposing rights-related conditions on a $320 million share of the aid -- is seen as a barometer of the U.S. government's approach to dealing with authoritarian countries, where the desires to promote American values and other interests often collide.
It comes, too, as the Biden administration leans heavily on Egypt in its effort to end Israel's war in the Gaza Strip, a top priority for President Joe Biden in his final months in office. The government of President Abdel Fatah El-Sisi has played a key role in attempts to broker a cease-fire between Israel and the Hamas militant group that has long controlled the Palestinian enclave bordering Egypt.
But Sisi's government also has a track record -- according to the State Department itself -- of torture, extrajudicial killings, jailing dissidents, suppressing free speech and other problematic practices.
Sisi, a former general who came to power following a 2013 coup, won reelection late last year in a process that "barred any significant challengers from participating," according to Freedom House, and saw the arrests and intimidation of political opponents.
The State Department said in its statement, "This decision is important to advancing regional peace and Egypt's specific and ongoing contributions to U.S. national security priorities, particularly to finalize a cease-fire agreement for Gaza, bring the hostages home, surge humanitarian assistance for Palestinians in need, and help bring an enduring end to the Israel-Hamas conflict."
The decision to give Egypt the full aid package required Secretary of State Antony Blinken to exercise a waiver on a $225 million portion that was subject to broad human rights conditions. To allow Egypt access to a separate $95 million share, Blinken was required to certify to Congress that Egypt was "making clear and consistent progress in releasing political prisoners, providing detainees with due process, and preventing the harassment and intimidation of American citizens," the statement said.
Nowhere in its statement did the State Department indicate that it believes Egypt's rights record has improved.
"We've reiterated with partners in Egypt that more action is needed and expected to build on this trajectory to further strengthen our relationship," said the State Department, referencing Egypt's support for efforts to end fighting in Sudan, another of its neighbors gripped by violence.
In past years the Biden administration has put money withheld from Egypt toward other priorities including Taiwan.
The Egyptian Embassy in Washington did not immediately provide a comment.
The decision is likely to anger liberals in Congress who think the Biden administration could more effectively balance human rights and other priorities in its ties with Egypt.
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), who chairs the Senate Foreign Relations subcommittee on Near East, South Asia, Central Asia and counterterrorism, expressed frustration Wednesday over the administration's decision, which he said is supposed to be "tied to broader improvements on democracy and human rights."
"It's no secret that Egypt remains a deeply repressive autocratic state," Murphy said in a statement. "We have previously withheld this portion of Egypt's military aid package, while still maintaining our strategic relationship, and we should continue to do so."
In previous years since Biden took office, lawmakers have blocked additional military aid to Egypt, worth a total of $310 million.
Seth Binder, advocacy director at the Middle East Democracy Center, condemned the decision "to certify human rights progress where none exists."
"Congress needs to now step in and uphold U.S. law by blocking the release of this military aid," he said.
Former president Donald Trump, who is running against Vice President Kamala Harris to succeed Biden, once called Sisi his "favorite dictator."
Michael Birnbaum in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Biden 'outraged' by U.S. activist's death; Israel kills dozens in Gaza strikes
Israel carried out at least four airstrikes in Gaza and mounted raids in two West Bank villages. 
By Francesca Ebel, Leo Sands, Heba Farouk Mahfouz  | 2024-09-11

People assess the site of Israeli strikes in Tubas in the Israeli-occupied West Bank on Wednesday. (Raneen Sawafta/Reuters)


JERUSALEM -- President Joe Biden said he was "outraged and deeply saddened" by the death of Aysenur Eygi, the Turkish American activist whom Israeli forces acknowledged killing in the occupied West Bank, in some of his more forceful comments challenging Israel's military operations  there.
"Israel must do more to ensure that incidents like this never happen again," read Biden's statement Wednesday. "The violence in the West Bank has been going on for too long. Violent extremist Israeli settlers are uprooting Palestinians from their homes. Palestinian terrorists are sending car bombs to kill civilians. I will continue to support policies that hold all extremists -- Israelis and Palestinians alike -- accountable for stoking violence and serving as obstacles to peace."
Witnesses say Eygi, 26, was fatally shot in the head last week by Israeli soldiers who opened fire while she was participating in a protest of illegal settlements in the occupied West Bank. In the statement, Biden described Eygi as "an activist whose idealism led her to travel to the West Bank to peacefully protest the expansion of settlements."
"The shooting that led to her death is totally unacceptable," he added. The president's remarks mark a change in tone from his comments Tuesday, when he described her death as an "accident," while boarding Marine One. "Apparently it was an accident, ricocheted off the ground and just got hit by accident. I'm working that out now," he said. A U.S. official, speaking on the condition of anonymity about the sensitive issue, said that account was part of a more complete briefing of initial Israel Defense Forces findings given to the White House of the incident.
Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, called the killing "a horrific tragedy" in a statement released Wednesday.
"We will continue to press the government of Israel for answers and for continued access to the findings of the investigation so we can have confidence in the results," she said. "There must be full accountability."
Biden's Wednesday remarks on Eygi's killing echoed those of top U.S. officials. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, speaking in London on Tuesday, called for "fundamental changes" in the way the Israel Defense Forces operates in the West Bank, including to its "rules of engagement."
In a post on X, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin said he expressed to his Israeli counterpart his "grave concern" over the IDF's responsibility for Eygi's "unprovoked and unjustified death." National Security Council spokesman John Kirby, in a briefing at the White House, said that "for an innocent bystander to be killed in a protest" was "very, very deeply concerning."
On Tuesday, Israel published its initial investigation into Eygi's death, finding that it was "highly likely" that Eygi was "hit indirectly and unintentionally by IDF fire." The IDF said forces were not aiming at her but at the "key instigator" of what it called a "violent riot" in the West Bank village of Beita, where demonstrators had thrown rocks at security forces.
Biden appeared to back the IDF's assessment in Wednesday's statement, saying Eygi's death was "the result of a tragic error resulting from an unnecessary escalation," adding that Washington had been given full access to the preliminary investigation. Eygi's body is being repatriated to Turkey.
On Tuesday, Eygi's family released a statement calling the investigation "wholly inadequate."
"We are deeply offended by the suggestion that her killing by a trained sniper was in any way unintentional. The disregard shown for human life in this story is appalling," read the statement. "As we mourn the death of our beloved Aysenur, we reiterate our demand for US government leaders -- President Biden, Vice President Harris and Secretary of State Blinken -- to order an independent investigation into the Israeli military's deliberate targeting and killing of a US citizen."
Across central and southern Gaza and in the West Bank, Palestinian authorities said Wednesday that Israeli forces killed dozens of people in a fresh round of airstrikes.
At least 14 Palestinians, including one child, were killed in an Israeli airstrike on a school in Nuseirat refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, said Mahmoud Bassal, a Gaza civil defense force spokesman. More than 18 people were injured, he said. The al-Jaouni school is run by the U.N. Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) that aids Palestinian refugees. The agency said that six of its workers were killed in airstrikes on the school and its surroundings. "This is the highest death toll among our staff in a single incident," the agency said on social media.
The IDF said that its air force had conducted a "precise strike" on "terrorists ... operating inside a Hamas command and control center" in Nuseirat camp.
A house elsewhere in Nuseirat was also hit in a strike, according to a Gaza civil defense force statement shared on Telegram.
In Khan Younis in southern Gaza, an Israeli airstrike on a family home killed 11 members of an extended family, among them nine women, Bassal said in a statement. In central Gaza, another four were killed in an Israeli airstrike on Nuseirat, Bassal said.
In the Mawasi area of Rafah, a city in Gaza's south, another four people were killed and another 15 injured in an Israeli airstrike, Bassal said.
The IDF did not respond to a request for comment about the strikes in Gaza.
A medical worker at Gaza's al-Aqsa Hospital, who spoke with The Washington Post on the condition of anonymity out of safety concerns, said they treated a woman injured in the Nuseirat strike. The strike, they said, tore off her nose and caused the woman to lose her right eye. "The maxillofacial surgeon doesn't even know what do for her," they said.
Five people were killed in an Israeli airstrike early Wednesday on Tubas, a village in the West Bank, according to the Palestine Red Crescent. The IDF said it launched an operation in Tubas and Tamun, another village in the West Bank, and said it had hit an armed militant cell. The raids follow  recent operations in the area, including a major incursion late last month.

Five people were killed in an Israeli airstrike early Sept. 11 on Tubas, a village in the West Bank, according to the Palestinian Red Crescent.


Harris and Republican nominee Donald Trump both said they wanted a settled end to Israel's war in Gaza. In Tuesday night's presidential debate, Harris largely hewed to the Biden administration's stance, reiterating her support for Israel's right to self-defense while lamenting the loss of innocent Palestinian lives. Trump claimed that if elected, he would be able to end the conflict during the presidential transition period.
The IDF said it struck about 30 Hezbollah targets in southern Lebanon, in a post on Telegram. Israel and the Iranian-backed militant group have been exchanging fire across Lebanon's border with Israel since October, raising the specter of a full-blown conflict.
The armed wing of Hamas, the al-Qassam Brigades, claimed responsibility for 30 rockets launched from southern Lebanon into Israel Wednesday. Israel has carried out an intensifying campaign against Hamas in Lebanon, an element of the conflict often overshadowed by exchanges of fire between Israel and Hezbollah.
A fuel tanker crashed into a bus stop near the West Bank settlement of Giv'at Asaf, Israel's ambulance service said Wednesday. The IDF described the incident as an "attack," and said it had killed a militant at the scene. The Post could not independently verify the details.
Two Israeli soldiers were killed and seven injured when an Israeli military helicopter crashed in Gaza's Rafah area, the IDF said Wednesday. The IDF, which is investigating the crash, said that there was no early indication that the crash was caused by enemy fire.
At least 41,020 people have been killed and 94,925 injured in Gaza since the war began, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack on Israel, including more than 300 soldiers, and says 342 soldiers have been killed since the launch of its military operation in Gaza.
Sands reported from London and Mahfouz from Cairo. Hazem Balousha in Cairo, Kareem Fahim in Beirut and Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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Trump debate claims about German energy policy are wrong, says Berlin
"We are shutting down -- not building -- coal and nuclear plants," Germany's Foreign Ministry said on social media in response to Trump's debate comments.
By Kate Brady | 2024-09-11

A worker assembles an array of solar panels on the Cottbuser Ostsee lake in eastern Germany on Aug. 29. (Ralf Hirschberger/AFP/Getty Images)


BERLIN -- Germany's Foreign Ministry took a swipe at former president Donald Trump on Wednesday after the Republican candidate tore into Germany's decision to phase out fossil fuels and shift to renewable energy during Tuesday night's televised debate with Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee.
"You believe in things like, we're not going to frack, we're not going to take fossil fuel, we're not going to do things that are going make this country strong, whether you like it or not," Trump said Tuesday night, referring to Harris. "Germany tried that, and within one year, they were back to building normal energy plants."
Hours later, in an uncharacteristically direct statement, the German Foreign Ministry fact-checked Trump's claims on its English-language X account.
"Like it or not: Germany's energy system is fully operational, with more than 50% renewables," the ministry wrote. "And we are shutting down -- not building -- coal & nuclear plants. Coal will be off the grid by 2038 at the latest."
Germany, which was already in the midst of an energy transition, was forced to drastically rethink its energy plans 21/2 years ago after the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.
The completed Nord Stream 2 pipeline -- which Trump claimed Tuesday night to have ended, only for President Joe Biden to "put it back on Day One" -- was in fact never online.
"[Biden] let the Russians build a pipeline going all over Europe and heading into Germany. The biggest pipeline in the world," Trump said during Tuesday's debate.
In fact, Germany halted authorization of the $11 billion pipeline two days before Russian troops invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022. The day before the invasion, Biden also reversed a 2021 decision to waive sanctions on the company behind the pipeline; he had previously vowed to stop the project if Moscow launched a full-scale invasion.
Seven months later, in September 2022, Nord Stream 2, as well as the original Nord Stream 1, were targeted in a sabotage attack. Almost two years on, the perpetrator is still unknown, although The Washington Post learned in 2023 that a senior Ukrainian military officer was involved in the sabotage operation's planning.
Before the war in Ukraine, Nord Stream 1 supplied the European Union with about 35 percent of all the gas it imported from Russia. In Germany, which had become increasingly reliant on Moscow because of its long-standing outreach policy, 55 percent of gas consumed was imported from Russia.
After initially cutting supplies by 75 percent in June 2022, Russia shut down Nord Stream 1 completely in August of that year, claiming that problems with equipment were to blame.
To soften the blow of skyrocketing gas and oil prices and avoid major shortages, the German government was forced to keep a number of coal-fueled plants online longer than planned and to restart several others as it scrambled to reduce its dependency on Russia. Those measures have since been reversed, and the government aims to phase out coal entirely by 2038. In April 2023, in a controversial move, Germany also shut down its three remaining nuclear power plants, which had been kept online an extra 31/2 months.
Stephan Haufe, a spokesman for Germany's Economic Affairs and Climate Action Ministry, said at a news conference Wednesday that the ministry was "quite surprised" by Trump's comment that Germany was "back to building normal energy plants."
"I don't know what the presidential candidate means by that," Haufe said, adding that he didn't want to comment on the debate. "I have no knowledge of a fossil power plant being built in Germany last year. I know nothing about it."
Haufe added that "power plants being built for the future and for a renewable energy system will initially generate energy using gas, but will then have to run on hydrogen or some other form fairly quickly or eventually."
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Global outlets pick apart debate, with many saying Harris came out on top
Reactions to the Trump-Harris debate showed how closely countries are watching for signs of how November's presidential election could affect their U.S. ties. 
By Adela Suliman | 2024-09-11

Former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris appear on screen during a debate watch party at the Salem Baptist Church of Abington in Abington, Pa. (Hannah Yoon for The Washington Post)


As in the United States, many around the world were keeping score as Vice President Kamala Harris debated former president Donald Trump on Tuesday night.
Leading outlets in several countries came to the conclusion that Harris had come out ahead, with some on the left and right ends of the political spectrum saying her verbal attacks put her ahead.
Yet officials and commentators in several countries also viewed the debate through their own lens -- with their comments showing how closely they are watching for any signs about what the next potential U.S. leader will mean for their countries and their bilateral relationship.
In the United Kingdom, the debate was the subject of early-morning radio programs as analysts picked apart the postures, blows and falsehoods of the two candidates vying for the White House.
The BBC reported that Harris with her performance had put Trump on the "defensive," in what it  called a "fiery debate."
Elsewhere in Britain, the right-leaning Daily Mail ran as its main headline: "Trump outgunned." It praised Harris's performance and said the "Democratic candidate succeeded in outmaneuvering and outgunning her Republican opponent on hot-button issues from abortion to democracy." The left-leaning Guardian newspaper agreed the vice president "appears to win debate."
In Germany, leading publication Spiegel commented that Harris "attacked her political opponent with adeptness." In an analysis, it wrote that "she gave him a rhetorical beating, to say the least," adding that "Harris managed to present herself as the superior one. As the more serious candidate." An opinion column in the Indian Express said that Harris had "done her homework," leaving Trump with "no chance."
Others appeared to view the debate through a geopolitical lens, with responses that showcased the complex relationships between their countries and Washington.
In Moscow, the debate sparked a somewhat poetic reaction as a Foreign Ministry spokesperson likened the debate to the Titanic. In an elaborate metaphor, Maria Zakharova told reporters Wednesday the two candidates were like a pair of boxers or jujitsu fighters on board the doomed ship, with spectators asking, "'What do you think? Who of the two won?' And let's remember it's all happening on the Titanic. Who won? Does it mean anything? There's only 15 minutes left until the iceberg."
Separately, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Russia had "paid attention to the fact that both candidates mentioned our president, our country," but said "the U.S. as a whole, no matter what party the candidates are from, maintains a negative, unfriendly attitude toward our country."
He added of President Vladimir Putin that Russia hoped the candidates "will leave our president's name alone" after Harris accused Trump of being friends with "a dictator who would eat you for lunch" and said Putin would be eyeing Western Europe next after his invasion of Ukraine. Trump sidestepped a question about whether he wants Ukraine to win and refused to say whether a victory for Kyiv -- which the Biden administration has consistently supported -- would be in America's best interests.
Meanwhile, in Ukraine, political commentator Tymofiy Mylovanov, head of the Kyiv School of Economics, wrote that "both candidates were incredibly weak on Ukraine. They blamed each other for a lack of competence and leadership, but offered no strategy for moving forward. Neither directly said if they wanted Ukraine to win," he added.

A laptop shows a stream of the debate at a presidential debate watch party hosted by the Howard University Student Association and Graduate Student Assembly at the campus's Blackburn University Center in Washington. (Pete Kiehart for The Washington Post)


Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning told reporters Wednesday at a daily briefing that Beijing would not comment on "U.S. domestic politics," but added that "we are opposed to making China an issue in U.S. elections as well."
Beijing has carefully avoided making official remarks that could be seen as election interference.
The debate was among the most viewed topics Wednesday on Chinese social media sites Douyin and Weibo. Some online seemed to cheer on Trump, predicting he could bring more "excitement" to global politics, while others feared he would cause China and the  United States to collide in a trade war.
Some Chinese experts and policy analysts called the debate a tie between Harris and Trump, while also warning that both candidates had taken a hard line toward China and neither would necessarily be good news for Beijing.
Leading Spanish media outlet El Pais also had criticism of Harris's performance, calling the debate "lively, exciting and very tense" but concluding that "the debate was supposed to be an examination of Harris' fitness for the office of president, but what she did was question Trump's over and over again."
Still, the outlet noted that singer Taylor Swift's political endorsement of Harris at the end of the debate was "a cherry on top" for the Democratic nominee, leading its reporting with a more positive angle: "Kamala Harris corners Donald Trump."
Robyn Dixon, Lyric Li, Kate Brady, Natalia Abbakumova and Anastacia Galouchka contributed to this report.
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Meet Margarita Simonyan, queen of Russia's covert information wars
While the Kremlin has denied U.S. accusations of information operations, Simonyan proudly admits that her work is at the behest of the Russian government.
By Robyn Dixon | 2024-09-11

Margarita Simonyan attends a meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin and his confidants in Moscow on Jan. 31. (Natalia Kolesnikova/AFP/Getty Images)


The United States has accused the head of Russia's state-owned RT television network of being a key player in Russian "malign influence operations."
And she's proud of it.
Margarita Simonyan says she takes her orders directly from the Kremlin in what she describes as a covert "guerrilla" information operation against the United States. Speaking on state television on Sunday night, she taunted Washington over its efforts to shut down RT's campaign and contradicted previous Kremlin denials of foreign influence operations.
Simonyan, who lived with an American family in New Hampshire in her teens during the 1990s and speaks excellent English, is known for her biting rhetoric and effective propaganda. Recently she delighted in poking fun at U.S. law enforcement questioning RT employees to prove a link between its actions and the Kremlin.
"What they were most interested in is whether I get my orders from the Kremlin. Listen, comrades," she said, addressing U.S. authorities, "what do you think -- that I get orders from the CIA? Where else would I get my orders from if I head a Russian state media outlet funded by the state?"
"Write it down for yourself!" she said. "All the employees of RT and the editor in chief only obey the orders of the Kremlin! All other orders are toilet paper!"
Last week the Justice Department indicted two employees of RT -- formerly Russia Today -- accusing them of money laundering linked to an operation that allegedly involved paying American right-wing influencers nearly $10 million to parrot Kremlin propaganda -- just one part of a broader Russian campaign to promote the election of the Kremlin's preferred presidential candidate, Donald Trump, and to undermine American support for Ukraine.
In Western countries "including the United States, we started to work covertly," Simonyan said. "We organized a number of guerrilla projects. I won't say if these are the projects about which the United States is accusing us, or different ones."
The Treasury Department last week placed sanctions on Simonyan, whom it said was "a central figure in Russian government malign influence efforts," as well as eight other employees of RT, a former Kremlin official and two companies. U.S. authorities also shut down 32 internet domains, though hundreds more reportedly still operate.
The actions targeted several major influence operations including the RT project, and a project code-named the Good Old USA Project, part of a Russian operation, Doppelganger, previously reported in The Washington Post, that is coordinated with Kremlin first deputy chief of staff Sergei Kiriyenko.
Simonyan, who also heads the Rossiya Segodnya and Sputnik news agencies, is central to the Kremlin's global disinformation operation, which is a crucial part of Russia's hybrid confrontation with the West. According to the U.S. government, it is designed to sow divisions in the United States and its allies, undermine American democracy, damage U.S. interests, boost Trump and undermine Western support for Ukraine.
Simonyan was just 25 when she was appointed head of Russia Today, as it was then known, when it was launched in 2005. Previously she had been a Kremlin reporter at a local television station.
Her dizzying rise is remarkable in a nation where few women have gained such heights, particularly one who -- according to Simonyan's official biography -- was the daughter of a refrigerator repairman in the southern city of Krasnodar. She grew up in a house plagued by rats, with one outdoor tap and toilet shared by five families, according to the account.

In this photo from the state-sponsored Sputnik news agency, Putin applauds Simonyan during a ceremony at the Kremlin in 2019. (Mikhail Klimentyev/Sputnik/Pool/AP)


At the age of 15 in 1995, she spent a year living with an American family: Andrew O'Hara, a plumber in Bristol, N.H., and his wife, Dorothy. (They died in 2022 and 2020, respectively.)
Simonyan draws on her time living in the O'Hara home in her frequent attacks on American education and what she portrays as an incurious, poorly educated nation. She said recently on state television that the O'Hara household did not contain a single book.
Speaking on Sunday night, she said that America's education system was such a failure that citizens were ill-informed, portraying this as an intentional government policy "to completely deprive American citizens of it."
"Because of all this there are some things they don't understand. They still live with the red threat," she said, and memories of the Iron Curtain.
Simonyan's open admission on Sunday that RT runs covert information operations in the United States contradicted Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov, who has frequently denied Russian foreign influence operations.
"Well of course it's nonsense. We're not interfering," he said last week when the latest U.S. charges surfaced.
In April, Simonyan boasted about the "game" of whack-a-mole she makes the CIA play, creating hundreds of disinformation channels "not tied to us" that she claimed quickly built enormous audiences.
The CIA, playing catch-up, would shut down sometimes 600 channels at a time, she told state the television program "Fate of a Person," "but while they're closing them, we've already made new ones." At one point she claimed her channel had amassed 14 billion views, a number that could not be independently verified.
In addition to her caustic remarks about U.S. foreign policy and fierce defense of Russian policy, Simonyan has made controversial comments about Ukrainians, accusing them of being irredeemable Nazis.
In April 2022, she said Ukrainians were suffering a kind of collective psychosis for resisting Russia's invasion. "To my horror, to my regret, a considerable portion of the Ukrainian people have turned out to be engulfed in the madness of Nazism," she said while speaking on pro-Kremlin NTV.
"It's no accident we call them Nazis," she said. "What makes you a Nazi is your bestial nature, your bestial hatred and your bestial willingness to tear out the eyes of children on the basis of nationality."
In July 2022, she said Russia must build a future without Ukraine, "because Ukraine as it was can't continue to exist. There will be no Ukraine as we've known it for many years past."
Critics, including the late Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, have accused her of amassing a fortune by overcharging the state for services and assailed her record of genocidal rhetoric against Ukraine on Russian television.
In a 2020 investigative film titled "Parasites," Navalny said Simonyan and her husband had raked in massive sums by providing illusory services to multiple state-owned companies.
"No matter how mediocre they are, almost a million rubles was pumped to them out of our pockets," Navalny said in the film. "All the relatives are feeding at the trough. All their clients are state-owned."
Simonyan did not respond to questions about the RT interference campaign or the Navalny documentary.
Navalny lampooned her for years with the nickname "Beaver-eater" after a 2012 social media post where she outlined her plans to boil up a beaver head for broth as the base for a beaver stew.
But she eventually had her revenge. When he ended a hunger strike in prison in 2021 protesting a lack of medical treatment, Simonyan sent him a parcel of dried beaver meat salami in a box with an RT sticker.
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Mortgage rates just fell again. Here's what you need to know.
Mortgages rates just fell again. Here's what you need to know.
By Scott Sowers | 2024-09-12

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


Mortgage rates fell on Thursday to their lowest level since April 2023 -- 6.2 percent for a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage, down from 6.35 percent a week before, according to Freddie Mac.
That's a sharp drop from the high of 7.8 percent recorded last October and welcome news for would-be home buyers who have been priced out of the property market, as well as homeowners who bought at high rates and are eager to refinance. It also comes as the Federal Reserve gets ready for its next policy meeting next week, when it's expected to announce the first interest-rate cut since it began hiking rates in March 2022 to combat spiraling inflation.
Here's what you need to know about where mortgage rates are heading.
The Fed's anti-inflation campaign pushed its benchmark rate from just above zero to over 5 percent, where it has stayed since summer 2023. While high rates ultimately tamed inflation, they also made borrowing much more expensive, from car loans to mortgages.
The Fed has emphasized it will keep rates high until inflation is contained -- and recent data is pointing that way. The consumer price index in August clocked in at 2.5 percent -- the lowest level in more than three years and a sizeable drop from the 2.9 percent increase in July. After striking a more cautious note following several hotter-than-expected inflation readings early this year, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell finally signaled in late August that a rate cut would be coming at the September meeting.
Fed watchers now see at least two rate cuts before the end of the year, but some are betting on three, with more to come in the spring. Some economists say the benchmark rate could be as low as 3 to 3.5 percent by the second half of 2025.
Lower inflation is cutting borrowing costs across the board. What matters most for mortgage rates, though, is 10-year Treasury yields -- a baseline that markets use to assess the risk of other investments. After hitting a peak of 4.98 percent last October, they are now down to 3.69 percent, and this drop is helping drive mortgage rates lower.
"As inflation has moderated, both long-term bond yields and mortgage rates have come down," explained Greg McBride, chief financial analyst at Bankrate. "Mortgage rates move in relation to longer-term interest rates, such as the 10-year Treasury yield, rather than the short-term interest rate set by the Fed."
While Fed rate cuts are expected over the next year, the change in mortgage rates could be less dramatic because they have already fallen to price in those expectations, analysts say.
"Most of the declines have already occurred," said Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist and SVP of research for the National Association of Realtors. "[The fixed-rate 30-year rate] could go down to 6 percent by the year's end, but that will be about it."
"The long-term rates incorporate potential future inflation, economic strength and many other factors," he added. "One big factor is what the Fed is likely to do in September and in future months. So in anticipation of the future rate cuts, the mortgage rates are already adjusted."
That said, if the United States does fall into a recession -- a scenario now considered unlikely -- the Fed would be compelled to cut rates more aggressively, which in turn could push mortgage rates down along with everything else, McBride said, adding: "Be careful what you wish for."
However, if inflation keeps cooling without the economy falling into a recession, "then mortgage rates may not fall much below 6 percent," he said.
Refinancing is a question of math with a side order of gambling tossed in. In most cases, it doesn't make sense to refinance a mortgage until the rate has dropped a full percentage point below your current rate. Once that happens, you can compare the amount your mortgage payment will drop against the closing costs you'll have to pay to refinance. Those typically amount to 2 to 5 percent of the loan value and cover the refinancing application, origination and home appraisal fees.
Deciding on refinancing requires figuring out when the long-term savings you get from the lower mortgage rate will add up to offset the closing costs.
Usually, it makes sense to refinance if you intend to hold the mortgage for the long run. But the gambling comes into play when locking in your rate for the refinancing. Mortgage rates, including for refinancing, fluctuate daily and correspond with major economic events, like an inflation report. So you don't know exactly what the rate will be until the day of the refinancing itself.
High rates and high prices have converged in recent years to create a housing affordability crisis in the United States. One result has been plummeting sales. According to the National Association of Realtors, existing-home sales totaled 4,090,000 in 2023, down from 6,120,000 in 2021.
Housing starts, meaning new homes under construction, have also been falling over the past four years, while high rates have made those homeowners with relatively cheap mortgages reluctant to sell. Those forces have tightened inventory further and worsened the supply crunch.
Now that the Fed's benchmark rate is set to fall, the cost of capital goes down for everybody. Real estate developers can borrow more money to build homes. And as inflation flattens and mortgage rates drop, more consumers can afford to buy homes.
But McBride points out a catch: Low rates help affordability, but only if there's enough supply to meet the demand.
"If mortgage rates plunged, we could see a surge in demand that swamps the supply of homes for sale, pushing home prices up enough to offset much of the benefit of lower mortgage rates," he said.
On the flip side of the equation, housing supply could get a boost from owners currently marooned in their existing homes that were bought when mortgage rates were cheap. They could get back in the game as rates edge down and be motivated to sell, with the hope of buying a new home at a more affordable rate, Yun said.
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Biden administration releases plans for new minimum tax on large companies
The new minimum tax on large companies by the Biden administration aims to raise $250 billion over the next decade.
By Tony Romm, Julie Weil | 2024-09-12

President Joe Biden delivers remarks on the anniversary of the Inflation Reduction Act at the White House. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


The Biden administration on Thursday unfurled new draft rules that could raise taxes on about 100 large, highly profitable companies, some of which pay little or nothing to the federal government each year, touching off a bruising fight that will coincide with a broader reexamination of the U.S. tax code in 2025.
The release of the extraordinarily technical, roughly 600-page blueprint marked a critical step in a process now two years in the making, after President Joe Biden enacted a signature economic package that cracked down on firms that rely on shrewd accounting to reduce their tax bills significantly.
But the new federal tax guidelines arrive in the midst of a grueling election season, the outcome of which will shape a looming partisan battle in Washington over a set of soon-expiring tax cuts adopted in 2017 under President Donald Trump. The 2024 Republican presidential nominee and his Democratic opponent, Vice President Kamala Harris, have sharply divergent views about the way the U.S. government raises revenue, setting up a pivotal debate over the future of America's finances.
Under the nation's byzantine tax system, corporate income is taxed at a rate of 21 percent. In reality, though, many businesses see much lower bills, thanks in part to rules that allow companies to deduct some incurred losses or expenses, such as infrastructure improvements or research. With creative accounting, some of the nation's most profitable firms can reduce their effective rates dramatically, potentially to zero.
Having failed to raise the corporate rate wholesale, Biden secured a new minimum 15 percent tax on companies that report more than $1 billion in income as part of the Inflation Reduction Act in 2022. Democrats had hoped this would help pay for the climate and health-care investments they achieved at the time.
By the Treasury Department's latest estimates, the corporate minimum tax is expected to generate roughly $250 billion in revenue over the next decade, including about $20 billion next year. But the finer details of the government's policy are not entirely settled, and federal officials are not expected to finalize the new minimum tax until next year.
In a briefing with reporters, Wally Adeyemo, the deputy treasury secretary, still maintained that the proposal addresses a disparity that allows companies to report "record profits" while paying very little to the federal government.
"We establish a degree of tax fairness, making sure that these companies that benefit from the investments we make in the economy are helping to pay for them," he said.
The exact companies that would be subject to the new corporate alternative minimum tax, known as CAMT, are not clear, though administration officials have said the number is expected to reach close to 100 firms. Previously, researchers studying balance sheets pointed to 78 companies in 2021 that could soon owe billions of dollars -- including Amazon, AT&T and Berkshire Hathaway -- though some later said they did not believe they would have to pay it. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
So far, only a handful of companies, including Airbnb and Duke Energy, have signaled in securities filings to investors they face new tax liabilities from Biden's overhaul. Technically, the tax took effect in 2023, though federal officials said this week that some corporate taxpayers have not yet filed returns for that year.
Under the system, companies must calculate their tax bills based on a new figure -- the "book income" on the financial statements that they report to their investors -- rather than the bottom-line taxable income that firms have long used. However, the law still allows corporate taxpayers to benefit from certain deductions, including tax credits meant to promote the use of renewable energy -- meaning some still could end up paying rates below the 15 percent minimum.
Otherwise, Congress left the logistics of the plan to the Treasury Department, which said Thursday that it would solicit public comment into next year on its intricate proposal. In the meantime, many tax experts said corporations would face considerable, vexing work to figure out exactly what qualifies as income -- and how much they must pay.
"We're still very much in a position of trying to actually figure out all of its implications and its implementation, which is an uncomfortable position [to be in] even several years later," said Davidson Gillette, an East Carolina University accounting professor who co-wrote a recent article that's critical of the tax.
Even before releasing its draft, the Treasury Department heard an earful of criticism from major lobbying groups, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce along with organizations that represent manufacturers, drug giants and technology firms, which sought to expand the tax breaks they could still apply under the new corporate minimum.
Those lobbyists are likely to push for additional changes at the Treasury Department, while ratcheting up their efforts in Congress as lawmakers debate the future of Trump's 2017 tax cuts. Some Republican lawmakers have explicitly pledged to repeal Biden's corporate minimum as part of their broader assault against the Inflation Reduction Act.
The tenor of that debate hinges greatly on the outcome of the 2024 election, as the two parties have presented vastly different visions for the future of the U.S. code.
Trump seeks to extend the tax cuts that he secured during his time in office, including lower rates for Americans at all income levels, and generous deductions for certain business expenses. He has also endorsed a deeper cut to the corporate tax rate than he initially achieved, aiming to set it at 15 percent for companies that produce goods domestically.
Harris, in contrast, broadly has aligned herself with some of Biden's original tax proposals, two years after serving as the tiebreaking vote to clinch final passage of the Inflation Reduction Act. She has endorsed raising income tax rates on high earners, lifting the corporate tax rate to 28 percent and offering new tax breaks for small businesses and lower-income families with children.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/09/12/corporate-minimum-tax-biden-administration/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Work Advice: How to deal with the post-Labor Day blues
More workers are coming back into the office, but what's behind those numbers?
By Karla Miller | 2024-09-12

(iStock)


The cruelest irony of adulthood is that, even after nearly three decades of working through the summer, I still get back-to-school anxiety in August. It's like having wrinkles and acne at the same time.
And now there is a new stressor courtesy of the pandemic: Labor Day has become the traditional deadline for employers to start beating the return-to-office (RTO) drum, calling remote employees back to headquarters. Even though Forbes reports that this year's RTO call is more muted than in previous years, the idea of having to put in more performative face time doesn't leave workers much to look forward to.
Even so, the number of workers showing up in D.C. offices the week after Labor Day saw its biggest spike since the pandemic began, according to security firm Kastle Systems -- still a smaller share than in New York, Dallas and Austin, but more than in San Francisco, San Jose and Philadelphia.
What I'm curious about is the vibe behind those numbers. Are workers, as they catch whiffs of a cooling job market, rushing to build up stores of face time and badge swipes in case of a lean winter?
Have they spent so much time on "break" with their families that they are desperate for a change of scenery and conversation?
Is it simply the presidential election season and the return of lawmakers to Capitol Hill drawing everyone back to the hive?
Or is it possible D.C. professionals are feeling galvanized by something more positive? Are they capitalizing on what Kate Warwick, founder of U.K. content services firm Word Savvy, calls "the new notebook, sharpened pencil feel of early September?" And will this in-office surge continue or drop off, the way my color-coded Trapper Keeper filing system always collapsed into loose-leaf chaos by mid-October?
In Europe -- where six weeks of vacation annually is the norm and many people take most of August off -- that vibe is captured by the French term "la rentree." It means return or reentry but implies a time of renewal and recommitment, an awakening after the summer slump. It's like our back-to-school and back-to-work and Fall Fashion Week and the New York Times fall book list and the new season of must-see TV and pumpkin spice everything, everywhere, all at once.
And the rentree tradition seems to be spreading as more societies rethink their relationship to work. In London, "August has become the new Christmas [break]," says Julia Hobsbawm, author of "Working Assumptions: What We Thought We Knew About Work Before Covid and Generative AI -- And What We Know Now."
August in the U.K. "never used to be as shut down as it's become" since the pandemic, Hobsbawm said. Out-of-office messages flourished last month in London, she said, a sign of the growing "cultural acceptability of being away for long periods of time." With expanded flexible working rules that took effect in 2024 and the newly elected Labour government's plans to implement right-to-disconnect laws, Hobsbawm expects these trends to continue.
Is it possible Americans are starting to follow these vacationing trends? There are media reports of more U.S. employers shutting down the entire company for as long as a week around major holidays, such as July 4, so everyone is off at the same time. Is it just to save on air-conditioning and prevent quiet vacationing, or are we starting to normalize extended, fully detached summer breaks as the new standard? And are those breaks possibly shifting some end-of-summer mindsets? Or am I just high on ragweed-allergy meds?
I'd be curious to hear about your post-Labor Day transition. Did you come back to work full of that "new season" excitement, or last season's ennui? Are you spending more time in the office? Please let me know at karla.miller@washpost.com.
If you're having trouble getting back into the groove, consider taking a tip from the Europeans on celebrating reentry. Pace yourself and plan some rewards for getting through your first few days or weeks: a random weekday off, a meetup with friends after work, your next getaway. Small treats count, too: Pumpkin spice lattes are popular for a reason.
Or, if you had just enough time away to realize you've worn through your job like last fall's loafers, it might be time to start looking for something that fits you better.
And one reminder: While some of us were squeezing in last-minute leisure time, others spent Labor Day honoring its true origins: celebrating and protecting workers. Ten thousand hotel workers at major chains across the United States went on strike over Labor Day weekend -- and are still ongoing in San Diego as I'm writing this -- to demand better pay and improved staffing. Staff and service cuts implemented during the pandemic have increased workloads on hospitality professionals as travel has resumed, and many are not being paid enough to make ends meet in the popular travel destinations where they work and live. So if you're lucky enough to be preparing for an upcoming trip, pack some cash to properly thank the people who are making sure you enjoy yourself.
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Boeing workers are voting whether to strike. Here's what to know.
Boeing workers are voting on whether to go on strike. Here's what to know.
By Rachel Lerman, Lori Aratani, Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2024-09-12

Boeing workers will vote Thursday on whether to strike. (Pascal Rossignol/Reuters)


Boeing machinists will decide Thursday whether to strike, a move that would threaten the already struggling company and force union and corporate leaders back to the bargaining table.
The workers, largely in Washington state, will vote on a proposed deal negotiated between the union and Boeing -- and on whether to strike if the deal falls through.
Here's everything you need to know about a potential Boeing strike, and what it means for the workers and the company.
Boeing machinists, who build the company's flagship planes, have not had a new contract in 16 years and have been bargaining for months over higher pay, better benefits and a promise from the company that it will keep assembling its planes in Washington state.
The union that represents more than 33,000 workers, the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers District 751 (IAM), was pushing for 40 percent pay increases during the latest round of contract negotiations, a number they say could help address years of stagnant wages. In a preliminary vote in July, union members voted overwhelmingly to authorize a strike if negotiations failed.
"Over the decades, our members have not chosen to strike over wages," IAM's negotiating team wrote in a bargaining update in early September. "We have taken less during lean years, downturns in the market, or sacrificed for other important provisions. This contract is different."
IAM leadership reached a tentative agreement with Boeing on Sunday, securing a new contract and averting a strike if approved. The deal includes a 25 percent wage increase over four years, a reduction in how much employees pay for health care and an increase in retirement plan contributions. It also includes a commitment to build its next aircraft in Washington state.
Union leadership recommended that members approve the deal. But it's unclear if the deal will be approved. The pay increase is lower than what the 40 percent the union was seeking and lacks the restoration of the original pension plan that many members were hoping for.
Jon Holden, president of IAM District 751, told the Seattle Times that he expected members to vote down the deal and strike.
A strike could start after midnight Friday, if the members approve it.
Workers will strike if both a majority vote to reject the deal and at least two-thirds reaffirm a strike vote.
Workers would strike at the many plants around the greater Seattle region, including in Renton and Everett, where many of Boeing's planes are built.
A strike could bring airplane production to a standstill and threaten Boeing's delivery schedule and bottom line. After a two-month strike in 2008, Wall Street analysts estimated it cost the company more than $2 billion in profit.
A potential strike and work stoppage comes at a particularly fraught time for Boeing, which is facing multiple federal investigations after a midflight blowout on an Alaska Air flight in January.
Boeing is already facing production woes. The Federal Aviation Administration has capped the number of Boeing's bestseller jetliner, the 737 Max, that the company can produce until it proves it has met safety and manufacturing milestones. The slowdown and reputation hit have already affected the company's top line -- revenue fell 14 percent last quarter.
Most consumers probably won't feel an immediate impact from a strike, said George Ferguson, senior aerospace and airline analyst at Bloomberg Intelligence. Airplane deliveries happen on a much slower schedule than, say, personal automobiles, which stood to be affected in a large union strike last year.
"You'd have to have a pretty extended strike for U.S. consumers to feel the pain," he said.
But communities around big Boeing plants -- such as in Renton and Everett -- or near Boeing suppliers could feel the impact sooner. If workers are putting off making big-ticket purchases, or frequenting restaurants, the local economies could eventually feel a bit of strain.
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Boeing strike appears increasingly likely, as union votes on contract
Boeing faces a massive strike as union workers vote on a contract that includes 25 percent pay increases over four years.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley, Lori Aratani | 2024-09-12

A Boeing 737 Max 8 airplane being built for India-based Jet Airways lands after a test flight at Boeing Field in Seattle. (Ted S. Warren/AP)


More than 33,000 union workers will start voting Thursday on measures that could bring Boeing airplane production to a halt with a massive strike at the embattled aerospace giant early Friday morning.
The work stoppage would begin if members, mostly in Washington, reject a deal reached by Boeing and union leadership this past weekend hailed by both parties for its historic gains for workers, including 25 percent pay raises over four years.
Despite the strong gains won in the contract, aggrieved rank-and-file union members, who build the company's flagship planes, are eager to seize a rare opportunity to claw back lost ground over more than a decade of pay that has failed to keep up with the cost of living.
Jon Holden, president of International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers District 751, told the Seattle Times on Tuesday that he expected his members to vote down the deal and strike.
A strike could derail Boeing's recovery from ongoing financial and safety challenges, costing the cash-strapped company an estimated $1 billion per week, according to analysts. An extended work stoppage would also jeopardize industry suppliers and further shrink Boeing's aerospace market share as the company's new chief executive seeks to rebuild its tattered reputation.
The tentative deal is widely considered unprecedented. In addition to the big pay hikes for members, they would see lower health-care costs and an increase in Boeing's contribution to retirement plans. Significantly, it also includes a Boeing commitment to build any new aircraft in the Seattle-Portland region, if launched during the four-year contract.
But Boeing's offer falls short of what the union had demanded in negotiations, most notably a 40 percent pay increase and the restoration of pension plans, which went away in favor of a 401(k).
The strike threat coincides with a period of increased militancy by unions eager to secure stronger contracts amid a tighter labor market that has afforded workers more leverage. Last fall, the United Auto Workers secured the pay gains of at least 25 percent over four years after a six-week strike against the Big 3 Detroit automakers, and last July the Teamsters won one of the strongest contracts in UPS history. Workers in the aerospace industry have also notched significant victories with mere strike threats: American Airlines pilots scored a 46 percent increase in total compensation over a four-year contract last year and Southwest Airlines flight attendants in April got a 33 percent raise over four years.
"What's happening at Boeing is very consistent with the broader trend that we're seeing of rising worker expectations," said Barry Eidlin, a labor sociologist at McGill University.
Boeing's union members began voting at 5 a.m. Pacific time, ahead of a midnight contract expiration. Workers could walk off the job if both more than 50 percent of those voting reject the deal and at least two-thirds reaffirm a previous strike vote.
In messages, company executives hailed the "unprecedented" gains in wages and benefits the tentative agreement offered. In a message sent to employees on Wednesday, Kelly Ortberg, Boeing chief executive, pleaded with employees to put the past behind them and focus on the future.
"We can't change our history, but with your vote tomorrow, we can reset and build our future for generations to come," he wrote.
Holden called the deal "the best contract we've negotiated in our history," and urged members to approve it Sunday, later qualifying that the union had "secured all that we could in bargaining short of a strike."
Last week, Holden told The Washington Post that his members feel the pain of working under the same contract for 16 years with stagnant wages, rising health-care costs and lost pension benefits -- and that the decision to strike "remains in our members' hands."
"We know we have enormous leverage right now with the situation that Boeing is in," Holden said. "We see those at the top making decisions for short-term gain and long-term destruction."
Since the parties reached the agreement on Sunday, hundreds of emboldened workers have aired their frustrations on social media forums, calling for a strike. Others marched in protest this week through one of the company's largest facilities in Washington's Puget Sound and circulated a flier that says, "VOTE TO REJECT BOEING'S BAD DEAL," according to a copy obtained by The Washington Post.
Beyond wages and the restoration of retirement benefits, critics of the deal also point to its elimination of bonuses tied to productivity, quality and safety improvements that they say detracts from the wage gains. They also expressed concern that the guarantee to build the next plane in the Pacific Northwest does not extend beyond the four-year contract, as Boeing has not announced plans to launch a new aircraft.
One third-generation Boeing worker at the plant in Everett, Wash., who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he feared company retaliation for speaking to the media, said he planned to vote down the deal, calling it "absolute garbage," as the wage gains fall short of membership's demands amid high inflation in the region.
"We haven't had an effective raise in years, since we also lost our pension," he said. "Factoring in food, fuel and housing, it's become untenable. If I had to buy my house again, I couldn't afford it."
The strike would extend to Boeing's major production plants in Everett, Wash.; Renton, Wash.; and Portland, Ore.; as well as facilities in Moses Lake, Wash.; Victorville and the Edwards Air Force Base in California, and elsewhere.
The last contract agreement in 2008 followed a two-month strike that Wall Street analysts estimated cost the company more than $2 billion in profits. (The previous machinist's strike against Boeing in 2005 lasted a month.)
Boeing reopened negotiations on that contract twice -- in 2011 and again in 2013 -- with the union agreeing to major concessions, including raising the amount employees pay for health care and ending the traditional pension program, in exchange for agreeing to keep airplane production in Washington state.
Widespread dissatisfaction since the pandemic amid a tighter labor market has resulted in rank-and-file members voting against robust deals negotiated by union leadership, said Eidlin, the McGill sociologist. In August, Alaska Airlines flight attendants rejected a deal with average raises of 32 percent over three years. Thousands of machinists at Spirit AeroSystems in Kansas, a supplier in the process of being acquired by Boeing, voted down a contract deal last year and went on a six-day strike securing bigger raises.
"Workers are rejecting deals or voting 'no' on them in large numbers, not because they think they're bad, but because they're not good enough," Eidlin said. "That's a big shift."
Boeing is struggling financially as it attempts to regain its footing amid a string of crises in its commercial aircraft and space divisions. A midair blowout in January aboard an Alaska Airlines jet has raised questions about the company's quality oversight and manufacturing systems, with multiple federal investigations open in connection with the incident. A federal hearing into the accident last month painted a picture of a chaotic factory environment where workers struggled to meet production targets because of supply chain shortages.
Aircraft deliveries are key to Boeing's bottom line and a production slowdown has weighed heavily on the company's finances. Boeing reported a second-quarter net loss of $1.4 billion, more than triple that of a year earlier.
Analysts say even a brief walkout will put the company further behind with a trickle-down hit to Boeing's suppliers. George Ferguson, a senior airlines, aerospace and defense analyst with Bloomberg Intelligence, said Boeing can't afford a very long strike.
"They need a strong second-half recovery, and they can't afford to burn more cash," he added.
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Norfolk Southern fires CEO over relationship with employee
Alan Shaw and its chief legal officer were both dismissed. Shaw oversaw the railway company during the disastrous derailment last year of one of its trains in Ohio.
By Andrew Jeong | 2024-09-12

Alan Shaw, president and CEO of Norfolk Southern, testifies during a Senate committee hearing on rail safety on March 22, 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Norfolk Southern, the Atlanta-based railroad company, announced Wednesday that it had fired its chief executive Alan Shaw, saying he had engaged in a consensual relationship with a subordinate in violation of company policies. His termination was a unanimous decision by the board.
Norfolk Southern also announced the termination of the company's chief legal officer, Nabanita Nag, with whom Shaw was said to have a relationship, according to preliminary findings from an ongoing investigation. Norfolk Southern said Sunday that it was investigating Shaw for unspecified "allegations of potential conduct" that were "inconsistent" with its code of ethics.
"Shaw's departure is unrelated to the company's performance, financial reporting and results of operations," Norfolk Southern said in a news release. 
He will be replaced by Mark George, previously the railroad's chief financial officer.
A company spokeswoman said she could not comment further than what Norfolk Southern had already announced.
Shaw's ouster follows a tumultuous period for the railroad. Less than a year after he was named chief executive, Shaw oversaw the fallout resulting from the disastrous derailment of a Norfolk Southern train near the town of East Palestine, Ohio, on Feb. 3, 2023. The crash caused a large fire that resulted in toxic chemicals being released into the air.
Norfolk Southern reached a $310 million settlement with the federal government in May to resolve a lawsuit over the railroad's discharge of toxic substances, as well as a $600 million settlement in April to resolve class-action claims made by residents and businesses affected by the derailment. The company also agreed to pay for the area's water monitoring for the next decade and offer a community health program.
Norfolk Southern said in July that it had spent more than $1.7 billion in expenses related to the Ohio train crash.
Shaw received $13.4 million in salary, stocks and other compensation last year, according to a company proxy statement, up from almost $9.8 million in 2022, when he was named chief executive.
Shaw and Nag could not be immediately reached for comment.
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Rent, utilities rose faster than home values for first time in a decade
New data from the 2023 American Community Survey also showed that nearly half of renter households spent more than 30 percent of their income on housing costs.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-09-12

A "for rent" sign in Las Vegas on April 10. (Bridget Bennett for The Washington Post)


The cost of rent and utilities in 2023 rose faster than home values for the first time in a decade, the latest sign that a distorted housing market has pushed more people into renting.
That's one takeaway from the 2023 American Community Survey, released Thursday by the Census Bureau, which also underscored how different peoples' experience in the housing market can be depending on income and race. From 2011 to 2019, real rent costs rose less than 3 percent every year, the data show. In 2022, after peaking during the coronavirus pandemic, rent grew 1 percent. But last year, rent rose 3.8 percent, compared with a 1.8 percent rise in inflation-adjusted median home values. The findings are yet another example of how a supercharged rental market is squeezing people who also can't afford to buy.
The data comes as housing has emerged as a dominant economic and political issue, both in the run-up to the presidential election and in the broader context of the world since the coronavirus emerged. Ever since the pandemic upended housing markets nationwide, the financial strain of renting a home or getting a mortgage has weighed heavily for struggling households, turning what was once a bedrock of the American Dream into a chief source of economic insecurity.
Zoomed out, the economy is still on strong footing, with inflation easing to normal levels and no recession on the horizon. But the ACS survey -- a closely studied snapshot of housing, poverty and more -- highlights how bifurcated that picture remains. Despite rising costs, incomes generally kept up with rent increases, possibly reflecting the fact that wealthier people are choosing renting over buying.
But at the same time, the Census Bureau found that nearly half of the nation's 42.5 million renter households spent more than 30 percent of their income on housing costs in 2023, a threshold that considers them "cost-burdened." (Those figures were roughly in line with 2022.)
Among Black renter households, more than 56 percent were cost-burdened, for a total of 4.6 million. Among Hispanic renter households, over 53 percent were cost-burdened, along with nearly 47 percent of White renter households.
Costs went up for homeowners, too, in part because of insurance. Some 5.4 million of the nation's 85.7 million homeowners paid $4,000 a year or more for insurance in 2023. Florida had the highest number (1.2 million), followed by Texas (784,000), California (560,000), New York (272,000) and Louisiana (215,000).
Housing costs went into overdrive on the heels of the pandemic, as the Federal Reserve slashed interest rates, mortgage rates plummeted, and people suddenly changed where they wanted to live and work. The tumult put enormous pressure on housing markets from the Hudson Valley to Austin to Boise, which didn't have enough available homes to meet demand -- sending prices up.
But economists and housing experts broadly agree that America's housing problems are more structural, stretching back to the Great Recession, when the housing market crumbled and construction of new houses slowed. Now politicians focused on housing say the country needs more homes to get affordability in check.
Building on moves from the Biden administration, Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, talks about building 3 million more homes if elected, combined with large tax credits to help buyers get into the market. Former president and GOP nominee Donald Trump, meanwhile, says his plans to deport undocumented immigrants will open up housing supply.
"We have a shortage of housing," Harris said during Tuesday's presidential debate. "The cost of housing is too expensive for far too many people."
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Inflation drops to lowest level since Feb. 2021 as Fed plans rate cut
With inflation cooling and worries about the job market spreading, the central bank is expected to announce a long-awaited rate cut next week.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-09-11

People shop at a Walmart store in Secaucus, N.J., on July 11. (Eduardo Munoz Alvarez/AP)


Inflation eased again in August, dropping to the lowest level in more than three years and locking in expectations that the Federal Reserve will cut interest rates next week for the first time since the pandemic's early days.
Data released Wednesday by the Bureau of Labor Statistics showed prices climbed 2.5 percent in the 12 months ending in August. That was a noticeable improvement over the 2.9 percent notched in July, in part because of falling gas prices. Prices also climbed 0.2 percent over the previous month.
Housing costs accounted for more than 70 percent of the overall year-over-year increase. However, policymakers are skeptical that the measures reflected in the consumer price index offer an up-to-date snapshot of that market. Other real-time indicators have shown rents easing considerably, or even falling, in major cities for much of the year. But the Fed will be hard-pressed to wrestle inflation down to normal levels until official statistics fall in line. According to the BLS, two key rent gauges are showing little relief compared to previous months.
"The heat in today's report is not one that will give the Fed pause," said former Fed economist Claudia Sahm. "It's more like, 'You've got to be kidding me.'"
Costs for eggs popped last month, along with airfares, car insurance and clothing. A closely watched measure of inflation that strips out more volatile categories like food and energy -- known as "core inflation" -- also came in a smidgen higher than July.
But a drop in energy prices helped nudge overall inflation in a cooler direction, with the energy index falling 0.8 percent, after being unchanged the preceding month. Gas prices were down 10.3 percent compared with last year. Indexes for used cars and trucks, household furnishings, and medical care also showed improvement.
Over the past few years, economists and policymakers have been partial to a slew of extremely specific inflation measures that examine the economy from all angles. And for months now, officials have leaned toward gauges that separate out housing data. A Wednesday blog post from the White House's Council of Economic Advisers showed that while core inflation rose 3.2 percent over the past year, that measure clocked in at a low 1.8 percent when cutting out housing.
"What these housing price trends show about a structural supply shortfall in the U.S. housing market," the CEA wrote, adding: "the sooner we can get this agenda under way, the better for American households."
Inflation has fallen steadily since peaking at an annual rate of 9.1 percent two years ago. But the long stretch of sharp increases has left prices much higher than before the pandemic, leaving scores of households and businesses with the feeling that the economy isn't working for them. In the run-up to the presidential election, Kamala Harris and Donald Trump are pitching voters on their plans to lower prices, including for housing and other everyday costs. But some economists fear that the candidates' policies could exacerbate inflation, especially if Trump returns to the White House and carries out his pledges for mass deportations and high tariffs. Harris's plans to help people get into the housing market through tax credits and other incentives could also push prices skyward, though the campaign also talks about building more homes to meet increased demand.
Still, the Fed's interest rate moves tend to affect inflation more than anything the president has direct control over. And while central bankers say they make decisions purely based on economic data -- never the political calendar -- lower interest rates would probably improve people's confidence in the economy right as many are preparing to cast their votes. Americans would see relief on mortgage costs, car loans and other kinds of investments, and the stock market would also probably celebrate lower rates.
Major stock market indexes opened down, as analysts slashed expectations for a larger Fed cut next week. By Wednesday's close, all three major stock indexes rose into the green, with the Nasdaq climbing more than 2 percent.
All told, Wednesday's snapshot offered the latest assurance that inflation is reliably ticking down to normal levels and is even bringing more widespread progress than earlier phases of the bumpy fight. But the otherwise welcome news is complicated by mounting criticism that the Fed has stayed too focused on inflation for too long, jeopardizing the job market, which could buckle under the weight of high rates.
In his most important speech of the year, Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell last month said "the time has come" for interest rate cuts, all but guaranteeing a move when officials convene next Tuesday and Wednesday. But the open question is how aggressively they decide to act. Rates have remained between 5.25 and 5.5 percent for more than a year, and officials will bring rates down more quickly if they think slowing in hiring and wages is turning into something more worrisome. Last week's closely watched August jobs report from the BLS showed the labor market was slowing but at a pace roughly in line with analysts' expectations.
Fed leaders will ultimately decide between cutting rates by a more typical quarter-point or a stronger half-point next week. They will also probably cut rates later in the year and into 2025. But if policymakers feel they need to issue a more forceful signal at the get-go, they'll opt for a larger cut sooner.
For now, both options are on the table.
"In light of the considerable and ongoing progress toward the [Fed's] 2 percent inflation goal, I believe that the balance of risks has shifted toward the employment side of our dual mandate, and that monetary policy needs to adjust accordingly," Fed governor Christopher Waller said in a speech last week.
The focus on the job market reflects a remarkable shift in the economy since the Fed sprinted to catch up to inflation in early 2022 and ultimately hoisted interest rates to the highest level in more than two decades. That effort was intended to slow the economy and tame rising prices, which strained peoples' budgets for groceries, gas and rent. And while at times it looked like inflation was heating back up, inflation dropped close to normal levels without a recession or other economic hazards. (The Fed wants inflation at 2 percent each year, but that's using a different gauge than the one released Wednesday. That measure was at 2.5 percent in July.)
It remains to be seen, though, whether cracks in the economy get in the way of a "soft landing." In July, disappointing jobs figures and a rise in the unemployment rate raised alarms that the Fed was too late to cut rates, with direct consequences for workers and employers. But the August figures assuaged some of those fears, with the unemployment rate ticking down slightly to 4.2 percent.
Fed watchers expected those August figures would settle lingering questions about the scale of the Fed's upcoming cut. That didn't quite happen. But what is clear is that steady progress on inflation has changed the Fed's approach yet again.
"The time has come for policy to adjust," Powell said last month. "The direction of travel is clear."
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Atlanta Fed president violated trading rules, inspector general finds
The report on Raphael Bostic marked the latest revelation in a series of trading issues to rock the institution.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-09-11

Atlanta Federal Reserve President Raphael Bostic in 2019. (Jonathan Crosby/Reuters)


Atlanta Federal Reserve President Raphael Bostic violated the central bank's rules around financial disclosures and trading activity, marking the latest revelation in a series of ethics issues to rock the institution, the Fed's internal watchdog said Wednesday.
The findings, released by the Fed's independent inspector general, said there was no evidence that Bostic made trades based on confidential information or acted on financial conflicts of interest. The trades were handled by third parties, and neither Bostic nor his personal advisers directed specific trades.
But Bostic's actions did run afoul of broader regulations meant to distance Fed officials from even the faintest appearance of unlawful behavior, given that they have access to some of the most consequential information about the economy and financial system.
For example, officials are barred from certain activities -- including public speaking and some forms of trading -- around Fed policy meetings. But investigators found that from March 2018 to March 2023, 154 trades were executed on Bostic's behalf during those "blackout" periods. The report said Bostic "knowingly engaged" in a trading strategy that didn't block trades from happening on his behalf during those periods.
The report sealed the inspector general's investigation, which began in October 2022 after Bostic himself said he broke the rules. Any further action now rests with the Fed Board and the Atlanta Fed. The Fed Board confirmed it is reviewing the findings.
In a statement, Claire Lewis Arnold, board chair of the Atlanta Fed, said that she appreciated the "thorough review," noting that "we take these issues seriously and the full board will meet to carefully discuss the report's details further."
Fed officials have come under closer ethical scrutiny in recent years. In 2017, Richmond Fed President Jeffrey Lacker resigned after he admitted he played a role in a leak of sensitive information to a financial analyst. Then, in 2021 and 2022, several news outlets revealed consequential trades made by two regional bank presidents and the Fed's vice chair, all of whom eventually resigned.
Responding to the scrutiny -- and in a fight to regain public trust -- Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell led an overhaul of the Fed's investment and trading rules. Those regulations, for example, now prohibit the purchase of individual securities, restrict active trading, and ramp up the timeliness of reporting and public financial disclosures by Fed policymakers as well as by senior staff.
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Johnson delays funding plan as House GOP rebels ahead of shutdown deadline
The GOP speaker pulled a six-month spending bill from the floor. A shutdown deadline is less than three weeks off.
By Jacob Bogage, Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-09-11

House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) speaks with reporters at the Capitol on Sept. 10, 2024. (Allison Robbert for The Washington Post) 


House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) abandoned plans to force a vote on a GOP-friendly government spending bill Wednesday, as his unruly Republican conference and new demands by former president Donald Trump slowed work to prevent a possible shutdown.
Congress must pass new funding legislation before Sept. 30 or crucial agencies and services will shutter. Johnson had been trying to pass a financing bill backed only by his narrow GOP majority in the House to gain leverage in negotiations with the Democratic-led Senate and White House.
That bill would extend government funding to March 28 and would add unrelated new requirements that voters show proof of citizenship before registering for federal elections.
But infighting within the Republican conference -- more of the same conflicts that have brewed there for more than a year -- sank Johnson's plan. Trump on Tuesday had urged Republicans to force a shutdown if they can't secure the new registration requirements, which Democrats oppose and which elections officials say are unnecessary.
Johnson told reporters that House leadership would "do the hard work and build consensus" over the weekend and ideally reemerge for a vote next week.
"We're having thoughtful conversations, family conversations, within the Republican conference, and I believe we'll get there. People have concerns about all sorts of things. That's how the process works, and sometimes it takes a little more time," he said.
"We'll keep you posted," he added.
Rep. Rosa DeLauro (Conn.), the top Democrat on the Appropriations Committee, called for Johnson to abandon his GOP-only funding plan and begin negotiations with spending leaders from both parties and both chambers of Congress in the end-of-year, "lame duck" session. Other Republicans almost religiously refuse to vote for continuing resolutions of any kind. And others were swayed by or felt pressure from Trump over his shutdown demand.
The speaker said earlier in the week that he had "no fallback position" if Republicans rejected his approach.
"For the good of the American people, Congress must move on from House Republicans' partisan continuing resolution proposals and begin negotiating a funding bill that can earn the support of both Democrats and Republicans in the House and the Senate," DeLauro said in a statement. "It is past time for Chairman Tom Cole, Chair Patty Murray, Vice Chair Susan Collins, and I to begin good-faith negotiations on a continuing resolution that will keep government programs and services Americans depend on functioning while we complete our work on full-year funding bills before the end of the 118th Congress."
The appropriations process has dogged the House Republican majority throughout this Congress. Fighting over how to fund the current fiscal year led the GOP to oust Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) from the speakership last fall. Both he and Johnson have had to rely on Democratic votes to pass government spending legislation. And previous strategies -- from both McCarthy and Johnson -- to attach conservative immigration and border security policies to funding bills have failed.
Far-right Republicans on Wednesday afternoon said their main priority in the funding fight was extending government financing into 2025, hoping to strip Senate Democrats and Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (N.Y.) of leverage and allowing a new presidential administration to weigh in.
"I call it giving the checkbook to Chuck Schumer. That's the worst of the worst," Rep. Ralph Norman (R-S.C.), who supports Johnson's plan, told The Washington Post.
But Johnson could lack the clout to win even that concession: Senate Republicans largely oppose the longer funding deadline. The upper chamber has far more to do in a new presidential administration than the House, with dozens of presidential nominations to sort through. Senate Republicans are also far less sensitive to spending concerns than House conservatives, and more averse to shutdowns.
"There needs to be something that the House can pass and that the Democrats can accept. There's two forces here that aren't in agreement, and there needs to be an agreement to avoid shutting down," Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) said Tuesday. "I've never seen [shutdowns] be successful politically or policy-wise."
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This $17 French white wine pairs well with roast chicken and seafood
Three white wines for early-fall sipping are this week's recommendations.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-09-12

FROM LEFT: Domaine Bellevue Touraine Sauvignon 2023; Domaine les Aphillanthes Clementia Cotes-du-Rhone Blanc 2022; Kellerei Cantina Terlan Cuvee Terlaner 2023. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


Three white wines ideal for early fall weather highlight our selection this week: Textbook sauvignon blanc from the Loire Valley, an exceptional white Rhone blend, and a mountain cuvee from northern Italy have the heft and acidity to match heartier foods of autumn.
Loire Valley, France, $17
This winery is a perennial favorite, so consider this your annual reminder to stock up for casual dinners of seafood, roast chicken and anything with goat cheese. The wine echoes the minerality of the more expensive Sancerre wines to the east, but with a softer texture and more emphasis on fruit flavors of honeydew melon, green fig and star fruit. Alcohol by volume: 13 percent. Bottle weight: 465 grams (Light).
Imported and distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Rhone Valley, France, $21
This blend of viognier, roussanne and clairette offers a summer garden in a glass: honeysuckle, jasmine and rose petals seem to perfume the wine, and a waxy lanolin texture hints of honeycomb and bumblebees buzzing around the flowers. There are probably butterflies, too, though I have no idea what they taste or smell like. But they add beauty to the picture. Certified organic, biodynamic. ABV: 12 percent. BW: 620 grams (Average).
Imported by Weygandt-Metzler. Distributed locally by Prestige Ledroit.
Alto Adige, Italy, $36
This wine is a bit of a splurge, but its structure and intensity display the quality of mountain wine from Alto Adige in northern Italy. Yes, we can parse flavors of green apple and white peach from this blend of pinot bianco, chardonnay and sauvignon blanc, but we can also let go of this tendency to dissect a wine into its constituent flavors and just revel in how it conveys the essence of its mountain terroir. ABV: 13.5 percent. BW: 645 grams (Heavy)
Imported and distributed locally by Banville Wine Merchants.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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A melty Caprese sandwich is my kind of late-summer meal
The classic tomato-mozzarella-basil combination gets even better when it's stuffed inside a roll spread with garlic oil and run under the broiler.
By Daniela Galarza | 2024-09-12

Melty Caprese Sandwiches. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
Every September, when fall starts to come into focus, I get jumpy. Stone fruit season is about to end! The good melons are almost gone! Have I eaten enough corn? Peppers? Tomatoes?
The answer is always no, but that's the bittersweet thing about seasons: They're special because they're fleeting. Come July or August, when I taste the year's first really good tomato (or peach or melon or cherry), I make it my mission to eat as many of them as possible. This new recipe -- inspired by the salad of tomatoes, mozzarella and basil from Capri, but stuffed into a garlic bread bun and warmed until the cheese melts -- is meant to carry us through the waning days of summer.
Get the recipe: Melty Caprese Sandwiches
Earlier this year, I tried to grow tomatoes on our small back patio. It's paved over, so I planted a few seedlings in big plastic pots, feeling unusually optimistic. I tended to them carefully, watching buds form and encouraging the vines to wander. But then, one week when we were away, the summer sun took over and fried the leaves to a crisp.
My 2024 harvest? Three tiny cherry tomatoes.
Fortunately, I live within walking distance of several farmers markets. Skilled growers satisfied my tomato needs for most of the summer, and then, just the other day, family came to visit from central Ohio with a bowl of homegrown tomatoes in tow. (Thank you, Linda and Tony!)

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Now that the sun has started to set earlier every day, the air turns cooler as dinnertime approaches. Recently, when I wanted a tomato sandwich, I wondered how a Caprese sandwich would taste if it were run under the broiler, just until the cheese melted into the tomato.
I started with a couple of soft, crusty rolls I had purchased for another recipe. I split and dredged them in warm garlic oil, and suddenly I realized I had stumbled upon a way to make pretty good garlic bread in less than five minutes. I piled a few slices of tomato onto the bottom of the roll, topped it with some fresh mozzarella, then slid the pan into the oven for a couple of minutes. As soon as I saw the cheese start to ooze into the tomato's crevices, I pulled the pan out. A flurry of fresh basil leaves went on top of the melted cheese, followed by the top of the roll.
I took a bite. It was crusty and warm on the outside, and pillowy soft on the inside. I loved how the cheese released its salinity and soft brine into the vegetal fruit, while the garlic and olive oil on the bread further seasoned the tomato, enhancing its savory side.
Three or so years ago, I was gifted a bottle of 25-year-old aged balsamic vinegar. I keep it in a dark corner of the refrigerator, and I use it sparingly. But while eating this sandwich, I wondered how a drop or two would taste on the barely warm tomato. If you, too, have a treasured bottle secreted away, add a few drops to the tomato slices before topping them with the cheese. It takes the sandwich from super to sublime.
Get the recipe: Melty Caprese Sandwiches
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Ask Sahaj: How can I honor my late brother without making my family sad?
When the letter writer tries to celebrate their late brother, it makes their family so sad.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-09-12

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I am the eldest daughter of my single East Indian mother who raised me and my two brothers. My brother V passed away in 2022. While I have worked hard to heal from a complex childhood, the grief of losing V has been overwhelming. Holidays and special occasions are particularly difficult. When I try to celebrate V in small ways, it often brings more sadness, so I stopped.
I want to talk to my family about honoring my brother together, as we had planned, but I'm not sure how to approach it. I've always felt somewhat out of place with them and have spent 45 years trying to connect, often without reciprocation. This lack of communication and action is hurtful, and I'm struggling with self-care. I know they are grieving, too. I feel sad, lost, and confused.
Do you have any suggestions on why this might be, and how I can express my feelings to them without causing more pain?
-- Grieving
Grieving: I am so sorry for your loss. The death of a sibling can change the family dynamic, and I wonder if V played a certain role in your family, and for you specifically, adding to your grief.
Maybe he was the one confidant you had in your family during your "complex childhood," or the one who added humor to family gatherings, or the one who had the closest relationship with your mom. This change in your family dynamic could be compounding the grief as you lost not only a sibling, but a specific characteristic and quality he brought to your family. It could also be contributing to the differences in the ways you and your mom and brother are grieving his death.
Your family may share a loss but you don't necessarily share in how you experience the grief. Your mom is grieving her child, which is a different experience altogether from grieving a sibling. Even more, you may want to talk about your grief and honor it, while your family members are more reserved or choose to distract from it. Instead of focusing on how they aren't grieving, be mindful of how they are dealing with this loss in their own way. You can even ask them how their grief manifests in their day-to-day life to understand it more. This may sound like, "It helps me to talk about V when I miss him. What helps you in those moments when you feel overcome with grief?"
Since a plan to honor V was discussed at some point, you should bring it up again to gauge where your family is on doing something together. This may sound like, "We had discussed [name the plan explicitly], and it's something I still want to do. Would you want to participate in that?" You may even name your hesitation by starting with something like, "I don't want to make things harder for you ..." You can try to talk about it again, but it doesn't mean you will get the answers or the depth of conversation and connection you are seeking. If your mom and brother have never been good communicators, I gently challenge you to consider: Why would they be now?
Part of self-care is knowing when to stop asking more from others because they are showing you they can't give more. It doesn't change how disappointing and lonely it feels, but rather extricates you from this cycle of constantly wanting more and not getting your needs met. It means that while you can communicate your plans for honoring V and invite your family to join, you have also liberated yourself from the expectation that they will.
With that said, don't deny yourself what you need for your grief process just because your family doesn't understand or provide it. You sound lonely in your grief. Are there other people who knew your brother who you can turn to in the moments when you want to talk about him, celebrate his life or memorialize his legacy? There's no right way to honor V, and there's no rule book that says it has to be during holidays or special occasions. Maybe those days are about doing something new, or simply learning to get by. Instead, what if you chose random days of the year that were about remembering him? Maybe there are concrete ways to honor your brother's death, like donating to a cause important to him, planting a tree in his honor in the backyard, or doing an activity he loved. Maybe it's wearing something every day to honor him.
At the same time, consider doing new things with your family that can allow you to spend quality time together that isn't automatically linked to your brother. This can help you in your grief, even if it's different from what you may have wanted from them.
Working with a therapist or finding a local support group can also be an integral part of your grief journey. When I work with clients who are dealing with the death of a loved one, I often remind them that living with grief requires swinging between addressing the loss you feel and establishing a new normal in life. In short, you want to find ways to honor V while also re-engaging with your life in the present. Doing one more than the other may lead to increased stress and negative mental health effects.
With grief, the goal is often not to move on from it but rather to learn to live a life around it. It can take time to do this, and you will need systems of support to help you. Take care of yourself.
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Negative space is the secret to a nicer looking home
In home design, the space around your objects matters as much as the objects themselves.
By Dina Cheney | 2024-09-12

This room by New York designer Jonathan Adler is a study in negative space -- from the mirror, rug and lounge chair to the wall paneling and door trim. (Nikolas Koenig)


Sometimes less is more when it comes to design, as I reflected while styling the bookshelves in my home office. When I tried to cram in my full collection of vintage metal bakeware, the look was more junk shop than serene studio. But once I removed some objects, the backdrop for my desk became cool, calm and collected.
That's the magic behind negative space, the empty areas around objects like furniture, art and accessories. It sounds counterintuitive, but including areas of blankness lets focal points shine, adds interest and allows spaces to breathe, New York potter and designer Jonathan Adler explains. It's no wonder he calls negative space a decorator's secret weapon. Here are his and other pros' strategies for cutting visual clutter and adding drama -- sometimes at the same time.

In this office, Atlanta designer Olivia Westbrooks reduced visual distractions to highlight the art. (Olivia Westbrooks/Rustic White Interiors)


"Just because you have spare wall or empty floor space doesn't mean you have to fill it," New York designer Ksenya Malina says. To avoid visual overload, choose a focal point in each room -- a fireplace, work of art, dramatic staircase, piece of furniture -- and remove distracting elements around it. That's the approach Atlanta designer Olivia Westbrooks took when designing a home office. To highlight an eight-foot-tall artwork, she kept the walls around it bare, allowing the piece to pop. California designer Kerrie Kelly applied the same strategy in a minimalist bathroom. Thanks to ample negative space, all eyes are on the beautifully veined marble tiles.

To avoid distracting attention from artwork, California designer Kerrie Kelly went with a white gallery wall approach. (Lindsey King Photography)


Restricting your paint palette helps keep the focus where you want it -- and it also creates "the sensation of spaciousness," Malina says. "Try painting a room with just one color, where the walls, trim, ceiling and doors are all the same," she says. "This enhances the perception of height, allowing the eye to travel uninterrupted throughout the space."
As I experienced while curating my office bookshelves, there's a fine line between cluttered and composed. "Negative space helps keep tabletop clutter in check," Malina says. That's why she'll group together objects with one theme (say, vintage glass vessels or antique candlesticks). Then, she'll leave blank space around that arrangement before adding another one.
The same method applies when arranging groupings of furniture, Adler says. "Think of your home as a series of islands with a little moat of clean, blank space around each one," he says. "Then, decorate the hell out of those islands with pieces that spark joy and conversation and -- best of all -- intrigue."

Here, New York designer Jonathan Adler wields a floating nightstand to avoid bogging down a bedroom. (Jonathan Adler)


In my bedroom, I struggled to lighten up a seating area with two dark-legged wing chairs featuring traditional upholstery. Then, presto change-o: By harnessing the magical powers of negative space via a Lucite ottoman, I was able to air out the room.
If glass or Lucite aren't your style, consider "floating" furniture, like wall-mounted consoles and nightstands. "When furniture or the placement of items feels heavy, floating pieces keep a room feeling balanced and light," Adler says.

Atlanta designer Olivia Westbrooks added visual interest to a bedroom ceiling with dimensional millwork. (Olivia Westbrooks/Rustic White Interiors)


Include surfaces with positive and negative space to provide a little drama. To embellish a client's ceiling, Westbrooks designed a three-dimensional millwork detail. Against a flat wood surface, some pieces jut out, creating an irregular crisscross pattern. The resulting contrasts in depth within the woodwork intrigue the eye and lend a sense of movement to the room.
Not inclined to shell out for custom millwork? Try purchasing a fluted headboard or installing fluted wall paneling to designate an accent wall instead. Or take a cue from Paris architect and designer Hugo Toro and give the illusion of dimensionality with graphic, high-contrast flooring.

A living room by Paris designer Hugo Toro shines thanks to furniture with interesting profiles, like a puddle-shaped coffee table and sinuous couch. (Stephan Julliard)


Remember the famous optical illusion Rubin's vase? If you look only at the positive space, you see a vase. But if you isolate the negative space, you perceive two faces in profile -- a visually compelling reminder that what's absent can tell as much of a story as what's present. With this concept in mind, look for furniture with silhouettes that yield interesting anti-shapes, like Jonathan Adler's Riviera Waterfall Console. Or incorporate similarly intriguing accessories or plants, like a puddle-shaped mirror, fiddle-leaf fig tree or prickly pear cactuses.

Jonathan Adler surprises by hanging art at different levels in a guest room at the Parker Palmer Springs in Palm Springs, Calif. (Nikolas Koenig)


Add an element of surprise by disrupting symmetry in your room's negative space, Adler suggests. Place a focal point to the side or hang art at different levels, as he did at the Parker Palm Springs. "Many forget the placement of everything in your home is just as important as the items that fill it," he says. "If selecting glamorous pieces is the golden child of decorating, then negative space is its overlooked middle sibling -- and I'm here to tell you, don't overlook it!"

As it does for this bathroom by Pittsburgh designer Colleen Simonds, wallpaper can add interest to a room without visual overload. (Emily Gilbert)



A black and white wallpaper adds pattern but doesn't overwhelm in this kid's bedroom by Colleen Simonds. (Emily Gilbert)


How can you add pattern, color and interest to a room without visual overload? Wallpaper, Toro says. A repeating pattern in wallpaper can appear to recede, so the walls effectively become negative space, he explains. In fact, a pattern with plenty of white space can be downright serene, Pittsburgh designer Colleen Simonds says. For a child's bedroom, she chose black-and-white wallpaper to soften the room and give the eyes a place to rest. For wall coverings with bold patterns and color, though, restraint is probably in order. In a dining room, Simonds only covered one area with wallpaper, leaving the surrounding walls blank. "Wallpapering all four walls would have felt like too much, but we still wanted a bold dose of color and pattern," she explains. In other words, the room needed enough negative space.
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Carolyn Hax: Husband has reshaped his social life around a close female friend
"Just friends," husband says, in response to having an extroverted female friend in his social circle while his introverted spouse is out of it.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-09-12

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My husband has a very close female friend. They met at work 15 years ago; we've been married for 25.
She's extremely extroverted, while I am an introvert. He's kind of in between but definitely craves more social interaction than I do.
She and I were initially friendly, but it became clear pretty fast that we're like oil and water. I had mixed feelings about their friendship after I got to know her (I find her narcissistic and unkind), but he really likes her, and it can be a relief for me that he has a social outlet that doesn't involve me.
Except. Post-covid, they are together all the time. He has reshaped his social life around her. He spends time every weekend with her and their larger social group, none of whom I know. They do Friendsgiving, birthday dinners and evenings out with her kids, who are young adults.
I don't know how to rein this back in. I am not even sure I want to. He seems weirdly happy, like this is the life he wants. If I try to talk about it, he gets defensive: They're just good friends, etc.
This is weird, right?
-- Runaway Train
Runaway Train: I am all for weird when it's a consensual weird with no victims and no unwitting participants.
So my question for you is: Are you "weirdly happy"? Do you actually want him to spend more time with you, or do you just feel as if you Should Be Spending More Time Together ... but (whispering now) you're actually kinda good with things as-is?
Carolyn: Good question. No, I would say I am not happy exactly. I am ... puzzled, as much by his attention being directed elsewhere as by his apparent denial or unawareness that it is.
It feels kind of gaslighty. I know that word's overused, but it's as if our realities are different somehow.
Part of it is the nature of his socializing. It's heavy on the bars and alcohol, nights out till 4 a.m., etc. It suddenly feels like he's 25 and I'm 50.
I now realize that's my underlying question: How do I tell whether this is some kind of midlife bump we just muddle through, or a huge shift happening right in front of me, especially because he won't really engage about it?
-- Runaway Train again
Runaway Train again: Whether you engage or not might be the entire difference between the two.
At this point, because the behavior is so out there -- 4 a.m., wut?! -- your best bet is to plant an "I am open to anything but BS" flag and not budge. One possible script for that: "I am not angry, and I am not accusing you of cheating, so please take that as an invitation not to focus on defending yourself.
"I am asking you to join me in recognizing that you are spending a lot of your social time outside our house now, often at bars, centered on a woman who is not me, because that is where you want to be. Please respect me and respect yourself enough to engage with me on basic facts."
Before you say anything, think through what you hope to accomplish. Do you want him just to quit the charade? Would the status quo be okay with you if he did? If not, what would be okay? At what point does separation sound preferable? Clarifying your needs and limits will help with your sense of direction through weirdness.
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Asking Eric: My partner won't say why he is suddenly estranged from his family
He suddenly stopped talking to his mom and sister and won't talk to his partner about why.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-09-12
Dear Eric: My partner and I are closing in on our third anniversary, and as we begin to talk seriously about the prospect of marriage, I've found myself a bit troubled with a certain aspect of our relationship. I have not met his family once. This is my first "serious adult" relationship (I am 25; he is 34), so I don't always know how to gauge what is normal, but my gut tells me that this is a bit strange.
He was raised by a single mother and was extremely close to her and his sister, but I learned that he stopped speaking to them about a year after we got together. When I broach the subject of his mother or sister in any respect, he completely shuts down and refuses to tell me anything about them. We almost never fight, but when we do it is always because I want to try and discuss his relationship with his family.
Family is extremely important to me, and if the only reason he is not talking to his family is because he "doesn't care," that is an absolute dealbreaker for me. I do not know what I can do to make him trust me with his feelings. Have I already committed too much time and effort for someone who is clearly unwilling to discuss their feelings with me?
-- Caring Partner
Caring: Does he truly not trust you with his feelings or are his feelings on this topic still so raw and unresolved he can't articulate them? What's at the core of these fights for each of you? To get at answers, and to hopefully see each other more clearly, consider doing premarital counseling. I recommend this for everyone, honestly, but in your case, a counselor or faith leader can provide a non-charged space for the two of you to talk about your relationship.
His relationship with his family, even estranged, is part of your relationship because it's a part of him. Premarital counseling can help to bring that out without backing him into a corner about what happened. He may never be ready to talk about what happened. You should respect his boundaries while still staying true to what you need in this relationship. The two of you should be able to communicate without him shutting down. And you need to get clarity on his feelings around family. This will help you decide if the relationship still works for you.
Dear Eric: I'm a single man who has been divorced from my children's mother for more than 25 years. Even though we were divorced I tried to be a good dad to my kids and got along well with their mom. My ex-wife and I worked together to help get four kids through four years of college without any debts and then after several years of his own marriage our oldest son made us grandparents.
I came into some money about that time and moved away from where we raised our kids to the new town where the grandbaby lives and that's when the trouble started. I have heard some terrible lies from my adult children that they have reported being told to them by their mother, and now they don't want to have anything to do with me. Just today I crossed paths with my son, but it was like I saw a stranger.
I think the ex is motivated by the fact that I came into some inheritance and am living a comfortable life and she's jealous. These are the sunset years of my life, and I don't know how I should approach my situation. Do you have any suggestions, and should I consult an attorney? I feel like I've been slandered.
-- Sad Grandpa
Grandpa: Suing your ex for slander is going to escalate everything, perhaps irrevocably, so let's focus first on what can be repaired.
The most pressing issue is your relationship with your children. Do they believe what they've been told? Is any of it true? From your telling, things with your kids went from zero to 100 overnight. If everything is a lie, I'm wondering what made them believe it so readily.
These things rarely come out of nowhere, so you need to find out from them what's at the root of their grievance with you. Go to them with openness and have a conversation: "Can you help me understand why you're upset with me? I'd like to repair what I can, but I need to know what the issue is."
This isn't a chance for you to hotly defend yourself. You may be completely blameless in all of this. But if you can't hear what's going on with your children -- wrongheaded or not -- it won't matter what your ex-wife is saying.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Miss Manners: Friend wants to share too much with servers
A friend likes to involve service people in the conversation he's having with the letter writer.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-09-12
Dear Miss Manners: I have a gregarious friend who likes to involve service people, such as cashiers and waiters, in conversations he is having with me.
Occasionally I will make a request, such as asking a waiter about the contents of an entree, for a reason this friend knows. He then often says something to me along the lines of, "Do you want to tell him, or should I?"
This, of course, leads to an awkward pause. I find this rude on several points. First, I am capable of giving the person all the info they need to know, such as dietary or religious needs, to fulfill my request. Second, it feels to me like he is co-opting the conversation so he is now in control of it. And third, it puts me uncomfortably on the spot, as now the service person expects further (unnecessary) clarification that I do not wish to give.
I am requesting your assistance on a non-rude, effective retort to my friend that will prevent this behavior.
What your friend is doing is a breach of both etiquette and friendship. But Miss Manners assures you that if you treat it as such, just once, you will not have to repeat yourself: "If you are about to share an aspect of my medical history that there is no reason for him to know, then I would ask that you please not do so."
Dear Miss Manners: I am a CPA who will be retiring in 2025 after 36 years with my employer's firm. Over the years, I have acquired several tops, sweaters and jackets imprinted with my firm's logo. They are all in good condition and I enjoy wearing them.
After my retirement, is it appropriate for me to continue wearing these items, as I believe I have earned the right to do? Or should I offer them to other women in the firm when I leave?
Military establishments, airlines and other institutions in which the clothing confers authority are fussy about donning the uniform when you no longer work there. But companies usually issue sweatshirts to promote the brand -- not to terrify the enemy -- so Miss Manners sees little reason not to wear them into retirement if you wish.
Dear Miss Manners: My old college roommate and I were at school together about 40 years ago. Over the years, we have lost touch, but I still enjoy seeing her family in online posts.
In her most recent posts, her husband is not in any of the family pictures. I don't know if they have divorced, if he was out of town, if he has passed away, or if maybe he was just having a bad hair day. As I haven't said anything to her for many years beyond an annual birthday message, is there a delicate way to inquire about his absence?
Well, no. "Where's your husband?" is not likely to be received well, whether he died or ran off with the other college roommate during the reunion you missed. But if you reconnect with this friend, Miss Manners is confident that a little patience will eventually be rewarded.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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How to tell depressed husband no to a second baby. Hax readers give advice.
His depression and anxiety spiked with the birth of their child. How does the letter writer tell him no to any more kids?
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-09-11

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My husband and I had a baby two years ago. We are still in our 20s and planned to have one or two more. But right after I gave birth, my husband's anxiety and depression flared up and he nosedived into a downward spiral, even losing his job. Whenever I asked for the slightest bit of help with our daughter, he was too depressed to do anything. I know he was sick, but I was also experiencing some postpartum depression and had to shoulder all the responsibilities alone.
He gradually got better and recently found another job, so he thinks we should start trying for another baby now. His depression is barely controlled, and his anxiety flares up at the slightest change in his routine. I don't see having a second child as a viable option -- definitely not now, probably not ever.
Right now, he's struggling to integrate into his new work routine. I know we need to have this talk, but I'm so afraid it might send him into a downward spiral. Is it best to do this now or wait until he's on firmer ground?
-- Just One
Just One: The issue is not that another baby will harm him -- it's that it will harm you and your marriage and your other baby. The obvious answer is to tell him, firmly and with kindness: You cannot do this again. You are not predicting what will happen to him, but you cannot shoulder the load by yourself again.
Then, give him a general time period and some signs that would lead you to have full confidence that the next round will be more manageable. Perhaps it is two years and he stays on solid footing and goes to counseling, and you two go to marriage counseling.
-- Two Is Harder Than One
Just One: First, kindly erase the word "help" in the same sentence as "our daughter." She belongs to both of you. Neither one of you is "helping" the other. I'm sorry your husband is suffering, and I sympathize with the stress you're under.
As to when to tell him, I'd suggest you go with him to therapy (he is in therapy, right?) and tell him then. If he's not in therapy (need I say he should be?), then pick a time when it's all calm, preferably when the baby is asleep or at a babysitter's. He deserves the truth sooner rather than later. He may spiral, but it's worse to try to protect him from the world's harsh truths.
-- Mom of Two
Just One: It sounds as though your big problem right now isn't really a hypothetical baby, or lack thereof -- it's that your husband hasn't really gotten a handle on his depression and anxiety. That's what you need to discuss with him, painful though it may be. You can take steps to prevent having another child, but there's no way of preventing all of the other things that could cause his depression to flare up.
If you're going to have a tough conversation with him, it should lead with the impact his depression and anxiety are still having on him, on you and on your child. It is perfectly reasonable to tell him you can't even discuss bringing in another source of stress, no matter how adorable, while he's still struggling.
-- One and?
Just One: Not the question you asked, but now is the time to double down on your husband getting help for his depression. (And treating yours, if you haven't.) Depression makes everything seem impossible. If he is starting to see things as possible, it's important he continue to get help to keep things moving in the right direction.
-- Proactive
Just One: I'm fond of the phrase "No is a complete answer," but marital harmony demands a little more than that when it comes to your future plans. But I don't think it has to be a lot more and it doesn't have to center on your husband's specific challenges. A stance of: "I am just not ready to alter our lives the way a new baby would, can we talk about this again in [insert time period here]?"
You can be supportive of his desire and the ways you share it, but you are the person who has to shoulder 40 weeks of gestation. I would hope your simple "I'm not ready yet" would get proper attention and respect.
-- DonW
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: Does maple syrup need to be refrigerated?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-09-12

Different types of maple syrup. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post.)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Just because I'm fat doesn't mean I don't deserve good service
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-09-11
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Charred corn and broccoli salad with miso is a smoky, savory delight
This make-ahead side travels well, and is ideal for cookouts or picnics.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-09-11

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


When we think about where flavor comes from in a recipe, most of us probably focus on the ingredients -- the produce and proteins, herbs, spices, aromatics and other seasonings.
But often overlooked is the flavor created by the cooking method itself -- the fond that forms on the bottom of the skillet when protein or vegetables are browned; the amplified nuttiness from toasting nuts and seeds; the savory, crisp exterior that develops with roasting.
Get the recipe: Charred Corn and Broccoli Salad
This recipe makes the most of the deep flavor coaxed out of fresh corn and broccoli when they are cooked under (or over) an open flame. Tossed with oil and sprinkled with salt, then either broiled or grilled until tender and lightly charred, the vegetables become sumptuously savory, with a crisped exterior and light smoky flavor.
Once those fire-enhanced vegetables are cool enough to handle, you cut the kernels off of the cobs, chop the broccoli, and toss both with fresh scallions and a mayonnaise-based dressing seasoned with miso, lemon juice, ginger and honey.
The miso echoes the savoriness of the charred vegetables while contrasting the corn's sweetness, while the lemon, ginger and scallions add welcome brightness.
The result is a colorful salad that pairs nicely with just about any protein and holds up well, too, making it an ideal cookout or make-ahead side. Most importantly, the salad brims with flavor, not only from the vegetables and seasonings it's made with, but also from the flame used to cook it.
Get the recipe: Charred Corn and Broccoli Salad
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The best moments from the MTV VMAs, as Taylor Swift wins big
Performers at MTV's 40th annual Video Music Awards included Eminem, Megan Thee Stallion, Katy Perry, LL Cool J and Camila Cabello.
By Herb Scribner, Samantha Chery | 2024-09-12
Taylor Swift took home the top award of the night for an unprecedented third consecutive year at the 40th annual MTV Video Music Awards ceremony on Wednesday. Her video of the year win for "Fortnight" featuring Post Malone -- her fifth to date in the category -- also set a record. In her acceptance speech, the singer thanked "my boyfriend Travis" for his on-set support. "Everything this man touches turns to happiness and fun and magic," she said.
There were more performances than award presentations during Wednesday's ceremony, which was broadcast live from the UBS Arena in Elmont, N.Y. The ceremony stretched roughly three hours and featured appearances by many of the music industry's biggest stars, including Sabrina Carpenter, Post Malone, Benson Boone, Katy Perry, Lenny Kravitz and Chappell Roan. The awards show also dipped into its archives and highlighted some of the most memorable moments from its 40-year history.
For those who missed it, here are 10 highlights from the broadcast.

Pop megastar Taylor Swift took home seven trophies at MTV's Video Music Awards on Sept. 11.


Eminem's opening performance was reminiscent of his "Houdini" music video -- it featured Eminem in a blonde wig rapping with blonde-haired look-alikes. The quippy opener had the crowd jumping from the start. But the rapper, who has been the VMAs kickoff act once before, brought the mood down a bit by segueing into "Somebody Save Me" -- a song about his fractured relationship with his daughter.
Before Flavor Flav and Jordan Chiles announced the winners for best collaboration, Flav had a different award for his co-presenter. When Chiles was stripped of her bronze medal over a technicality at this year's Summer Olympics, Flavor Flav -- who supported the U.S. women's water polo team at the Olympic Games -- had a bedazzled bronze clock necklace made for her. He shared the jewelry on social media last month before finally presenting it to the gymnast on the VMAs stage.
"I know they tried to take your medal away from you," he said. "... But you know what? I got you something that they can't take away from you."
"Jordan, you did your thing!" he added.

Sabrina Carpenter performs "Taste" during the MTV Video Music Awards. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


Carpenter, who won song of the year for her chart-topping hit "Espresso," delivered one of the night's most memorable performances. While singing a medley of her pop tunes, Carpenter was joined onstage by an astronaut (playing off the "Moonman" award aesthetic of the VMAs) and a blue alien. The astronaut and alien were locked in a passionate embrace until Carpenter shoved the Moonman away and laid a big ol' smooch on the creature. We've seen memorable kisses at the VMAs before, but this one was, for lack of a better word, otherworldly.
The VMAs highlighted some of its biggest moments from the past four decades on Wednesday night. Clips shown during the ceremony included Madonna's "Like a Virgin" performance from 1984, the moment Britney Spears held a python around her shoulders in 2001 and Swift's 2009 rendition of "You Belong With Me," during which she ran from a subway station to Radio City Music Hall in New York. Glimpses of Michael Jackson's moonwalk, Prince soloing on guitar and a baby-faced Justin Bieber, among many others, underscored the passage of time.
Best new artist nominee Swims, a country artist whose "Lose Control" was the No. 1 song in the country in March, was all over the VMAs. Seriously. He was repeatedly shown singing from the Doritos Extended Play Stage before commercial breaks. Big night for Swims fans -- tough night for anyone craving chips.

Katy Perry performs during the MTV Video Music Awards. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


This year's Video Vanguard Award went to Katy Perry, whose new album "143" will be out on Sept. 20. For the former Super Bowl halftime show headliner's extensive medley -- introduced by her fiance, Orlando Bloom -- she stuck to her hits, including a little of "California Gurls," "Teenage Dream," "I Kissed a Girl" and "Firework," along with a Doechii cameo as the pair performed their song, "I'm His, He's Mine."
"I did that all on my first day of my period," Perry said while accepting the award.

Megan Thee Stallion performs during the MTV Video Music Awards. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


Megan Thee Stallion loves a snake theme, and it was no different during her awards show hosting debut, although she got squeamish in one of the evening's many outfits, a Britney Spears "I'm a Slave 4 U"-inspired outfit complete with live snake. "Come get this snake! I don't know this snake. This snake don't know me," the VMA host said.
The medley she performed included tracks from "Megan," her snake-themed album. Her showcase had it all: dancers in bowl-cut bobs, thumping drums and a VMA debut by Yuki Chiba. The Japanese rapper, who is featured in "Mamushi," wore a fuzzy hat that almost covered his face and a sparkly jacket-and-shorts combo.
Chappell Roan's first VMAs was an eventful one. Roan, who recently made headlines for calling out "creepy behavior" from fans, established her boundaries once again by yelling at a rude photographer while she was on the black carpet.
She embraced a medieval look for the night, bringing her own props -- a rug and a sword -- for pre-show pictures in a flowing cloak and changing into faux armor and setting the stage ablaze during her performance of "Good Luck, Babe!" To top it off, Roan was awarded her first VMA for best new artist. Reading her acceptance speech from her diary, she dedicated her award to the drag artists who inspire her and the LGBTQ+ community.
"Thank you to the people who are fans, who listen to me, who hear me when I share my joy and my tears," she said. "And for all the queer kids in the Midwest watching right now, I see you. I understand you, because I'm one of you. And don't ever let anyone tell you that you can't be exactly who you want to be!"
Swift set some records at the VMAs on Wednesday. The singer won the most awards of the night with seven and tied with Beyonce for most wins by an artist with 30, according to a VMAs spokesperson. In addition to her video of the year win, she became the first artist to win the "Artist of the Year" award twice (she also won it in 2023).
Swift was spotted throughout the show in multiple outfits (one green-and-silver sparkly dress featured what appeared to be an on-trend spaceship on the front) sitting with Malone, Carpenter and others.
While accepting the award for best collaboration with Malone early in the broadcast, Swift honored the victims of 9/11. "Waking up this morning in New York on Sept. 11, I've just been thinking about what happened 23 years ago, everyone who lost a loved one and everyone that we lost. And that is the most important thing about today and everything that happens tonight falls behind that."

LL Cool J performs during the MTV Video Music Awards. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


The history of hip-hop was on display Wednesday night when LL Cool J performed near the end of the ceremony to celebrate another 40th anniversary: 40 years of Def Jam Recordings. He was joined by original Def Jam artists Public Enemy and performed throwback hits "Mama Said Knock You Out" and "Bring the Noise." It was another look back for the VMAs and demonstrated the depth of musical history the event has come to represent.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2024/09/12/mtv-vmas-awards-winners-highlights-taylor-swift-chappell-roan/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



3 new audiobooks to make you laugh, gasp and wonder
This month's best audiobooks include "The Wedding People" by Alison Espach and the latest mystery by Peter Swanson.
By Katherine A. Powers | 2024-09-12

(Macmillan Audio)


Phoebe is a woman on the brink: Her husband left her for her best friend, abandoning her to spend the pandemic teaching online classes when not in bed drinking gin. After her cat dies, Phoebe travels to Newport, R.I., to spend a night at a top-tier hotel, a last hurrah before ending it all. Then she encounters a sympathetic, good-looking man attached to the large wedding party occupying the rest of the hotel -- and you can see where this is going, sort of. Espach's novel is an entertaining engagement in high-end wedding blunders and witty social commentary, and, on another level, a deeper tale of a woman turning her life around. Laser's versatile voice embodies the personalities of the guests. She lowers her pitch for men without woofy-ness, captures the bride going full-on "bridezilla" and her friends' pitch-perfect vapidity, and gives us a despairing Phoebe's voice evolving into that of a woman no longer willing to be "a passenger in life." (Macmillan, 112/3 hours)

(Random House Audio)


Whitfield narrates this memoir of his friendship with art dealer Inigo Philbrick, once a high roller in the dodgy field of contemporary art resale. For Philbrick, works of art were simply complicated (and unregulated) financial instruments to be sold and resold in shares, or to serve as collateral for loans. His entire operation, a multilayered con job, collapsed when he oversold ownership shares in a painting; he's now serving a seven-year prison sentence for frauds amounting to roughly $87 million. Whitfield gives a fascinatingly lurid picture of the art market's double-dealing and brinkmanship but, in his cultivated English accent, insists that he was a naive and guiltless player. This elegant voice -- so well-bred, respectable, even staid -- sits strangely with the news that his hands are covered with tattoos. But that incongruity surely befits the contemporary art market: a garish arena of ultra-coolness and social status, carnival chicanery and greed. (Random House Audio, 10 hours)

(Harper Audio)


The third entry in Swanson's series featuring Henry Kimball and Lily Kintner easily stands on its own. Martha, a librarian and Barbara Pym fan, is newly married to Alan, a salesman who's often on the road peddling gewgaws at teachers conventions across the United States. When Martha suspects Alan of murder, she recruits her old friend Lily to figure it out. While Swanson's suspenseful plot has a few improbabilities, the five narrators' admirable performances provide counterbalance. Each of them handles the chapters devoted to specific characters' viewpoints: Saskia Maarleveld takes on those of a bewildered Martha; Kathleen Early covers no-nonsense Lily; and Keith Szarabajka gives us a gruff, can-do Henry; with Stephen Graybill and Graham Halstead taking on two suspects and Sophie Amoss providing the prologue. (Harper Audio, 81/3 hours)
Katherine A. Powers reviews audiobooks every month for The Washington Post.
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Frankie Beverly's eternal backyard, background bliss
Appreciation of singer-songwriter Frankie Beverly
By Wil Haygood | 2024-09-12

Singer Frankie Beverly of the R&B group Maze performs onstage in 1987 at Wembley Stadium in London. (David Corio/Michael Ochs Archives/Getty Images)


There is a reason Black America is in such pain from the news of soul singer Frankie Beverly's death: Frankie was family. Frankie was the cool brother, nephew, uncle, friend who had made it from somewhere into the big time. He had crooning chops and big band sassiness. It was the way he held that tambourine in his hands -- up close to his ear -- when he walked out onstage in that billed cap. Frankie made those rural and inner-city picnics so unforgettable. So fun. So full of -- to use a popular word -- joy!
The group was Maze Featuring Frankie Beverly, and they had an armful of gold records across many years. Beverly's family announced on social media that he had died Tuesday at the age of 77. There was no forewarning; no previous news about hospitalization. Frankie's death feels emotional to so many because it's like someone in our own family has gone on.
In the backyards of so many extended Black families, on those sweet summer and fall afternoons of recent decades, there has been Frankie Beverly, making his seminal mark, his music wafting over the gathering: Put down that piece of sweet potato pie and get up because "Before I Let Go" is spinning from the screened-in window. Hand that glass of iced tea to Uncle Ted because "While I'm Alone" is cascading across the green grass, and Uncle Ted recently got divorced and nieces and nephews want to see him smile! And goodness, tell Aunt Clara she better come outta that kitchen since everyone knows how much she loves, just loves, the way Frankie does his rendition of "Southern Girl." Because truth of it is there are so many Black women who feel like southern girls, and are actually southern girls. So there she is, Aunt Clara, shimmying and suddenly lost in her own world, her smile lifting up one and all. It could be Silver Spring, Md., or Dayton, Ohio, or Birmingham, Ala. In Black America, Frankie has been a man for all seasons.
He was a quintessential Black singer, rolling his shoulders, bobbing his head, self-aware of his magic but not at all arrogant about it. His concerts were as intimate as those backyards where neighbors smile and invite themselves on over, and no one seeming to mind. His fans and followers -- and they are legion -- loved Frankie from juke joint to state fair, from summer concerts to large arenas. He was a mainstay at the annual summertime Cincinnati Jazz Festival. "If he missed a year, people would complain so much they'd have to bring him back," says Lincoln Ware, who began deejaying in Cincinnati in the 1970s and still has a radio show. "Frankie's music just had a good feeling. When I was deejaying, if you wanted to get people onto the dance floor, all you had to do was throw on some Frankie Beverly."

Frankie Beverly performs with his group Maze in 1998 in Los Angeles. (Bob Riha Jr/Getty Images)


When his band took to the stage, this is what they saw and heard: A band full of horns and trumpets, wicked drum play, and then Frankie himself, his voice smooth and soft. There were comparisons to Marvin Gaye, who actually had taken notice of the band early in their career. On a stage, Beverly was all but ready to get the party going. Politics wasn't his game at all. He was all about the two-step dance move, the slow dance, the electric slide, the joy and pain of life. The resourcefulness of life itself: "We Are One" was another hit. Black America -- tussling with gerrymandered neighborhoods, redline financing from banks, systemic discrimination -- welcomed his vibe.
Tom Joyner was the longtime host of "The Tom Joyner Morning Show," based in Dallas. He's retired now, living in Miami. He was on Miami Beach on Wednesday, nearly sobbing at the loss of Beverly, who had been a longtime friend. Joyner was playing -- loud enough to be heard from the other end of the phone lines -- some Frankie Beverly tunes.
"The fish are hearing Frankie right now," he said. Joyner first met Beverly in the 1970s. "I remember him coming to Dallas. They played at the Sportatorium. I was on the radio then. Artists, of course, are always trying to take care of DJs. Anyway, I hung out with Frankie. See everything to me is personal. This was a friendship. After I had my stroke, Frankie called me. And when my brother died, Frankie came to his funeral." Joyner goes silent for a moment. Then says: "I told the fish I had to play 'We Are One,' in honor of Frankie. You know what one of my favorite lyrics are of Frankie's? It's 'I got myself to remind me of love.' Now that's a hell of a lyric."
Black music has never been distant from some manner of fashion, the elevation of some sartorial splendor. The Temptations could sport Edwardian suits and look right on time. Beverly was into white linen. "If you went to a Frankie Beverly concert," Joyner said, "it was all Black folk dressed in white. Black folk in white look good. If there's a heaven, there's a lot of Black people there wearing white."
Carmen Fields is a former TV journalist and author of the recent "Going Back to T-Town: The Ernie Fields Territory Big Band." She has seen Frankie Beverly and Maze across many years. "Fine musicianship was a principal characteristic of his band," she said. "Yes, we loved his voice, but we also loved his horns and drums and the fullness of the music."
There will be more backyard gatherings before the early fall ends across America. Indian summer has its place. And there will be -- damn the football for a moment -- Frankie Beverly's music: Some male relative in a straw hat, a glass in one hand, looking for his wife, and his wife already with her hand held out, clasping his, and there they go, swirling, loving life. Giving praise to the rhythm of Frankie Beverly and Maze.
Wil Haygood, a former Post reporter, is a visiting scholar at Miami University, Ohio. His most recent book is "Colorization: One Hundred Years of Black Films in a White World."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2024/09/12/frankie-beverly-tribute/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Danity Kane's Dawn Richard sues Sean 'Diddy' Combs for alleged abuse
In a new lawsuit, Dawn Richard accuses Sean "Diddy" Combs of groping and threatening her, and claims she witnessed Combs abuse Cassie Ventura.
By Janay Kingsberry, Herb Scribner | 2024-09-12

Sean "Diddy" Combs in 2018. (Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP)


Dawn Richard of Danity Kane, the former group formed by Sean "Diddy" Combs, has accused him of sexual and physical abuse in a lawsuit filed Tuesday. It's the latest and most high-profile formal complaint against the embattled music mogul, who has had several lawsuits filed against him since singer Casandra "Cassie" Ventura accused him of assault in November.
In the complaint, filed in the Southern District of New York, Richard claims that Combs was abusive throughout the eight years they worked together, which spanned her time in Danity Kane and later as a member of his music trio Diddy-Dirty Money. The lawsuit accuses him of groping her, threatening her and subjecting her to "inhumane working conditions." Richard also claims to have witnessed Combs get physically violent with other women, including his former partners Ventura and Kim Porter.
Combs denied the "series of false claims" in Richard's lawsuit in a statement provided by his attorney. The statement said that the singer is seeking "a payday -- conveniently timed to coincide with her album release and press tour." It also noted their continued work together during a "20-year friendship."
Since her first encounter with Combs during auditions and on the set of Combs's MTV reality competition show "Making the Band 3" in 2004, Richard alleged the producer created a hostile environment, berating contestants with disparaging, gender-based remarks and criticizing their appearances. (The show was the genesis of Danity Kane.)
Later, according to the lawsuit, Combs would subject Richard and her bandmates to grueling working conditions, depriving them of food and sleep for stretches of up to 48 hours "because he was high on drugs."
During her time on "Making the Band 3," Richard claimed, she saw Porter leaving Combs's recording studio in tears with "visible facial injuries including a lacerated lip," which deepened the singer's fears about Combs's violent tendencies.
After joining Diddy-Dirty Money in 2009, she said, she witnessed Combs violently assault Ventura on multiple occasions. In one harrowing incident alleged in the suit, Richard said he choked Ventura and threw a "scalding hot pan of eggs" at her. She also accused Combs of punching Ventura in the stomach during a dinner where other celebrities were present. Richard claims that drugs were rampant at Combs's private "parties" and that guests violated incapacitated young women -- some of whom appeared to Richard to be underage -- in an echo of previous lawsuits alleging sex parties known as "freakoffs."
During her time in the Dirty Money trio, Richard claims, Combs repeatedly demeaned her and forced her to strip down to her underwear during recordings. She also accused him of frequently groping her in her changing room "under the guise of showing the stylist what to do." Once, after Combs allegedly flew into a rage, she was locked in a car with "heavily tinted" windows for more than two hours -- until her father drove from Baltimore to New York demanding to see her, Richard claims.

Dawn Richard arrives at the Grammy Awards on Sunday, Feb. 4, 2024. (Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP)


In the lawsuit, Richard also outlined financial grievances, including the claim that she is owed more than $3 million in unpaid wages and royalties from her time with Danity Kane, whose albums sold millions of copies.
Responding to Combs's denials, Richard's attorney Lisa Bloom told The Washington Post: "In 2024, sadly, some people still try to shame women for sometimes working with accused abusers. But it is not up to women to give up career opportunities to dodge powerful men who behave badly."
Richard's lawsuit arrived a day after a judge awarded $100 million to an inmate who sued Combs in a default judgment for a sexual assault case. Combs's attorney said he would appeal.
Combs currently faces multiple lawsuits alleging abuse, sexual violence and sex trafficking. He remains under federal investigation but has not been charged with any crimes. The Department of Homeland Security raided several of Combs's homes in March.
Combs, seen for decades as one of the powerful men in the entertainment industry, has strongly denied any wrongdoing. However, he issued an apology in May after footage of him beating Ventura at a hotel in 2016 was obtained by CNN.
Last summer at DC's Broccoli City Fest for the 50th anniversary of hip-hop, Richard told The Post that her father had given her important advice about the music industry that she would pass onto others today.
"His advice to me was, 'This industry is not what you think it is. So, if you wanna go into this, know that there will be heartbreak, and music may not love you the way you love it.'
"I know that's dark," she continued, "but it prepared me. ... I'm so glad my father prepared me for not the fame of it, but the truth of it."
Amber Ferguson contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2024/09/12/danity-kane-dawn-richard-diddy-lawsuit/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Impressionism ended up on fridge magnets. It started with bloodshed.
Political violence tore France apart. A group of painters hoped a radical visual language could patch life back together.
By Sebastian Smee | 2024-09-12
I first read the letters Edouard Manet wrote to his family in the winter of 1870-1871 on a dead summer afternoon in an air-conditioned college library in Sydney. I was 19, studying art history. I was falling in love with Manet's painting (none of which I'd actually seen in real life). I was now weirdly riveted by his letters, which were terse, self-mocking and -- during that particular winter -- quietly wretched.
I didn't learn until later that these letters had been airlifted out of Paris by balloon. When Manet -- by now on starvation rations and desperate for news -- finally received replies, they were delivered by homing pigeons. The pigeons -- those that made it -- arrived in Paris with goose quills tied to their tail feathers. Photographic negatives, each one capturing hundreds of letters in miniature, were rolled up inside the quills.
Extreme measures like these were necessary because Paris -- that great cosmopolitan city, which we've all enjoyed gazing at this Olympic summer -- was besieged. The army besieging it was Prussian -- although that January, just to inflame France's humiliation, Prussia united with neighboring states to become the unified nation of Germany. The ceremony took place at Versailles, where this upstart enemy army was headquartered.

Auguste Lancon's "Dead in Line!," 1873 (Musee de la Princerie de Verdun/Departement de la Moselle, MdG1870&A, Rebourg)


Anyway, for communication with the outside world, balloons and pigeons were all the residents of Paris had.
This tumultuous period, which included in the siege's aftermath a left-wing insurrection known as the Commune, has its own dedicated gallery near the beginning of the National Gallery of Art's fall blockbuster, "Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment." It's jarring -- not what most people expect when entering an exhibition of impressionist pictures. But it's an explicit acknowledgment that you can't really think about the birth of that beloved art movement without understanding the violent upheaval French society had just undergone.
Manet is renowned today as the father of impressionism. (He used to get irritated when people confused him with Monet, as still sometimes happens.) Before the siege of Paris, he had been introduced to the painter Berthe Morisot by a mutual acquaintance in a gallery at the Louvre. The two -- it's obvious -- were instantly smitten. With her dark, skittering eyes encased in shadow, she reminded him of a Spanish maja out of a painting by Goya. And since Manet was infatuated with all things Spanish, he asked her to pose for him.

Jules Didier and Jacques Guiaud, "Departure of Gambetta for Tours on the Armand-Barbes, 7th October 1870, at Montmartre." (Roger-Viollet/Musee Carnavalet)


After reading Manet's correspondence, I went on to read the probing, skeptical, occasionally lovestruck letters about Manet written by Morisot, her sister Edma and their mother, Cornelie.
Berthe Morisot I had fallen in love with as soon as I saw reproductions of Manet's gorgeous, intimate portraits of her. I hadn't yet seen her work. And then, one day, my professor, Virginia Spate -- a leading impressionist scholar -- took our class to Sydney's main art museum. She had us stand in front of a Morisot painting, on temporary loan to the museum. For 40 minutes, she barely spoke. Every now and then, she would toss out a simple question like, "What color do you think she put on first?"
It was during those 40 minutes that I became entranced by Morisot's way of viewing the world. Like all the impressionists, she had a feeling for everyday beauty. But she had something else, too. Her brushwork was looser, more audaciously sketchy than the other impressionists, as if she had a sharpened sense of how fugitive and fragile the things we take for granted can be.
Reading her letters, I was captivated by her alloy of lively intelligence, dry humor and moody frustration. I became curious about her very close relationship with her painter sister, Edma. How was it, I wondered, that the different decisions each sister made (Edma married and had children; Berthe remained single into her 30s) had such a massive impact on their respective destinies? It was like reading something out of Tolstoy or Chekhov. Boredom and thwarted passion in the foreground; intense, life-altering drama just offstage.
I never doubted that Berthe and Edouard were in love. The problem for Berthe, who was intent on advancing her painting career, was that Manet was already married. But when war broke out and an attack on Paris seemed imminent, he sent his wife, Suzanne, and their teenage son, Leon, to safety in the south of France, near the Spanish border. He and Edgar Degas, who had also stayed in Paris, joined the National Guard, an ad hoc army of citizen-soldiers charged with defending their city.
Berthe had the opportunity to leave, but she, too, decided to remain in the city. "I have made up my mind to stay," she explained. "I have the firm conviction that everything will come out better than expected."

An anonymous photographer's reproduction of Leon y Escosura's "Rue de Rivoli, 24 mai 1871," circa 1871. (Musee Carnavalet, Histoire de Paris/Paris Musees)


Dear reader: Never commit such thoughts to paper. Never say them aloud. Never tempt fate.
Morisot had no idea just how bad things would get. When I began to get a sense of what she and Manet endured during the siege and under the Commune, I was astounded. Anyone who has read Alistair Horne's "The Fall of Paris," Rupert Christiansen's "Paris Babylon" or any number of other books about what Victor Hugo called "The Terrible Year" knows that the inhabitants of Paris went through hell in 1870-1871.
You might have thought that Manet and Morisot, both from affluent families, were spared the worst. It's true: Many poorer Parisians suffered more than they did. And yet they, too, were lucky to survive. That winter was one of the coldest in living memory. Morisot, in particular, became very ill. Manet briefly saw action, lost friends in battle, fell ill. Toward the end of the siege, they were both on starvation rations. When Manet's cat disappeared, it was understood that someone had eaten it.
The whole ordeal ended in a humiliating surrender. But in Paris, incredibly, things were about to get worse. The sense of shame, frustration and economic anxiety was so acute that within six weeks of the surrender, left-wing radicals staged a full-blown insurrection. The army withdrew to Versailles, and an alternative government was established inside Paris.
The Commune, as this government was called, lasted almost 21/2 months. During that time, Paris was again besieged, this time by France's own army. The Commune collapsed only when the army, after bombarding Communard strongholds, poured in through an unguarded portal in the city's fortifications. Civil war broke out in the streets of Paris. Government troops ruthlessly slaughtered their fellow citizens, who built barricades and set fire to much of central Paris.
Retreating to the city's east, some of the last Communards were captured and killed in the Pere Lachaise cemetery -- but not before many of the great city's grandest buildings -- including the Hotel de Ville (or city hall) and the Tuileries Palace -- were reduced to smoking rubble. The Louvre itself -- where Manet and Morisot had flirted and gossiped and sought inspiration -- barely escaped destruction. The scale of the killing -- notably, thousands of summary executions carried out by army forces deranged by vengefulness -- was such that the episode became known as the "semaine sanglante," or Bloody Week.

Edouard Manet's "Line in Front of a Butcher Shop," 1870 (National Gallery of Art)


The first impressionist exhibition opened in the aftermath of these events, in a context still charged by the period's polarized politics. Long accustomed to impressionists' ways of perceiving the world, we put paintings by Monet and Renoir on tea towels and fridge magnets and hang Manet and Degas posters on dentists' walls because they are supposed to be soothing. But lovers of impressionism tend not to register how dark things got before the light of impressionism emerged and eventually triumphed.
Impressionist paintings are, in the majority of cases, soothing. They're reparative. They were intended as such. That's partly because, in the wake of the Terrible Year, France needed repairing. Both left and right had been pushed to such extremes that they could no longer talk to one another.
Politically, the immediate aftermath of the Terrible Year was a reactionary moment. France was nominally a republic. But the republic's fate was far from settled. The left had overplayed its hand and now confronted a backlash. Catholic royalists had considerable support. There was every likelihood that France would revert to a monarchy. It was even possible that Napoleon III or his son might return from exile in England and reestablish the empire.

Cannons arrayed by the Communards on the Butte Montmartre on March 18, 1871. (Paris Musees/Musee Carnavalet, Histoire de Paris/Ville de Paris)


The impressionist painters wanted to avoid those outcomes. They were, for the most part, sympathetic to the Communards and appalled by the government's ruthless treatment of them. They were all antiauthoritarian. They wanted to secure the republic. Their exhibitions were written up in republican newspapers, supported by republican journalists.
But they were also recoiling from political extremity. The movement (to the extent we can call it that in these emergent years) constituted a deliberate retreat from ideological rhetoric.
The impressionists' paintings advanced a radical new way of picturing the world. In spirit, it was secular, democratic, anti-hierarchical. Instead of heroic pictures allegorizing old-fashioned virtues or proselytizing on behalf of a glorious past, they painted everyday subjects in a secular, peaceable present.
They were interested in places where different classes mixed. They conspicuously avoided the burned-out, rubble-strewn streets of central Paris. Instead, they painted beautiful flowers and parks and riverbanks, as well as smokestacks and ports and bridges under construction (bridges that had been blown up during the Terrible Year). Their pictures started to look "normal" -- less radical, less oppositional -- largely because the republic survived and their vision of a secular, democratic society itself became normal.
Berthe Morisot was in mourning, and she and Manet were both, I think, in shock in the aftermath of Bloody Week, when he convinced her to sit for him. He hoped to paint her portrait. But mainly, he wanted to be in her company.
Together, they had experienced a trauma most of their friends and fellow painters had evaded (Monet, Pissarro, Renoir, Cezanne and Sisley were all out of Paris during the siege). Morisot's father had recently died. Morisot, who would soon marry Manet's brother (if she couldn't marry him, his brother was the next best thing), had decided, once and for all, to pursue painting as a career. She was wracked by doubt but, at the same time, quietly determined. With support from Manet and their painter friends, she was making great strides.

Camille Pissarro, "Hoarfrost," 1873 (Photo: Patrice Schmidt/Musee d'Orsay, Paris/RMN-Grand Palais)


When Degas invited her to show in the first impressionist exhibition, which would open in the spring of 1874, Morisot accepted. She discussed the invitation with Manet during their many portrait sittings. Manet, despite being hailed as the head of the emerging new school (they had not yet been labeled "impressionists"), refused to participate. And he tried hard to talk Morisot out of it.
Manet thought that the show would make them look amateurish and naive. He worried, too, that they would be dismissed by the reactionary establishment and taken for Communard sympathizers (they were). But perhaps above all, he believed that, to make a mark as a painter, you still had to show at the Paris Salon, the annual, government-sponsored showcase for new art. In other words, Manet still thought he could transform the art establishment from within.
Morisot ignored his advice. This, it turned out, was the right decision. Eight impressionist exhibitions were mounted over the next decade and a half. Morisot displayed her work in all but one of them. The Salon, meanwhile, slowly withered. A new cultural dynamic of reaction and counterreaction was established. Color was liberated. The avant-garde was born, and with it, a new idea of beauty.
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The 31 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Take free walking tours of D.C., watch "The Force Awakens" or "Forrest Gump" outdoors, or find a new favorite indie book or zine.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Mark Jenkins, Chris Kelly | 2024-09-12
We're not quite into fall yet, but this weekend brings chances to explore D.C. during WalkingTown DC's guided tours; celebrate Oktoberfest; check out neighborhood festivals in Hyattsville, Petworth and Van Ness; delve into music in venues across Annapolis; watch "Forrest Gump" on the Mall; sample Maryland seafood at Sandy Point State Park; sample cocktails from the best bar in America; or find some new, indie reading material.
If you're looking for even more Oktoberfest events, see this guide.
Annapolis Songwriters Festival
If you love Americana, indie folk, country, R&B or singer-songwriters in general, this is a weekend to spend poking around Annapolis. Your excuse is the Annapolis Songwriters Festival, which brings dozens of artists to venues across America's Sailing Capital. There are showcases starting at 10 or 11 a.m. each day (except Thursday, which kicks off at 5 p.m.), with performances stretching into the wee hours. Drop into locations as diverse as the Banneker-Douglass Museum, Rams Head Live, Red Red Wine Bar or the alfresco Dining Under the Stars block party to catch lineups of musicians playing for hours at a time. Up to three shows per day are ticketed -- this is where you'll find neo-soul pianist Avery Sunshine (Friday at Maryland Hall) or chart-topping country singer Lee Brice (Sunday at the City Dock), but for the most part, it's free to listen and stick around as long as you'd like before moving on to the next gig. Through Sunday. Most shows free. Ticketed concerts $35-$125.
Space Talk at Port City Brewing
Can life be found on other planets, and if so, where? Those are among the big questions that would be explored by NASA's Habitable Worlds Observatory, a proposed space telescope that would search for the signatures of habitable planets. Learn more about this fascinating project, and the potential for life elsewhere in the universe, during a discussion at Port City Brewing's Alexandria taproom. Star Sailor, the company's latest "intergalactic IPA," is $1 off. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Free.
Pop Bar opening at Pitchers
Celebrity drag queen Cake Pop is a fixture at events throughout D.C., but she's about to have a new stage: a pop-up bar at Pitchers in Adams Morgan. The opening party features a long list of performers, including Denali, Venus Valhalla and You'neek Nu'york; register on popbardc.com for admission, and arrive early: Doors open at 7 p.m., and the show begins at 10. Free.
'Wings of Desire' at the Goethe-Institut
Wim Wenders's "Der Himmel uber Berlin," also known as "Wings of Desire," is a cinematic landmark, a moving and complex romance told through the experiences of angels watching over the humans in the divided, occupied city of Berlin. This graceful, beautiful film is the perfect choice for 70 Years of German Cinema, a new series of screenings at the Goethe-Institut in Shaw. Upcoming offerings include "Run Lola Run" (Sept. 19) and "Goodbye, Lenin!" (Oct. 3). 6 p.m. Free; registration required.
'Star Wars: The Force Awakens' screening at the Drive-In at Union Market
Friday is the penultimate night of the Drive-In at Union Market series, featuring "Star Wars: The Force Awakens" projected onto the side of the market building. Reserve a parking space and listen to the movie's audio through the radio, or join the crowds who grab a picnic inside, and eat outdoors while watching the film. Lot opens at 6:30 p.m.; movie at 7:45 p.m. Free-$20.
Mavi at the Howard Theatre
Mavi was still studying neuroscience at Howard University when his debut album, "Let the Sun Talk," caught the ear of hip-hop audiences hungry for weighty and vulnerable rhymes delivered at a breathless clip over dusty samples and loping loops. Soon he shifted his full attention to his rap career, raising his profile alongside collaborators like Earl Sweatshirt and the Alchemist. Last month saw the release of "Shadowbox," his most introspective work yet, and one he'll support with a tour that stops in D.C. a short walk from where he used to take classes. "D.C. means everything," Mavi says over Zoom. "D.C. is where I learned so much about myself and was able to explore myself as a young man." 7 p.m. $25-$50.
The dB's at the Atlantis
The songs on the first two dB's albums -- "Stands for Decibels" and "Repercussion," both from 1981 -- are smart, funny and impeccably tuneful. Yet the New York quartet's efforts were spurned by American labels, and the records were originally released only in Britain. The temporarily reunited band's D.C. show this weekend is part of a tour marking the two albums' first-ever U.S. vinyl releases. "We'd like to think that we were as commercial as any of the bands that did get signed to American labels," says singer-guitarist Peter Holsapple in a three-way video call. "But apparently there was something about us that was not commercially accessible to the powers that be. I wish I had an answer to that. I wish I had an answer to that 40 years ago." 7:30 p.m. $25.
WalkingTown DC
It doesn't matter if you were born and raised in Southeast Washington or you moved from the West Coast to Petworth six months ago: WalkingTown DC will teach you things you never knew about the city you call home, and might change the way you think about your neighborhood. This 25-year-old program, run by the city's Events DC, offers 64 free walking and biking tours across all eight wards, led by professional tour guides, historians, authors and enthusiastic amateur specialists. You'll meet Black feminists, members of the LGBTQ+ community and women who helped win the Cold War. You'll see how the Capitol grounds were shaped by a great gardener, and trace the route of a forgotten canal across the Mall. You'll learn how the sound of go-go coalesced in Anacostia, and go behind the scenes to see amazing art inside government buildings. Tours do hit capacity -- some already have -- so sign up quickly, or look for those offered on weekdays instead of weekends. To mark a quarter century, organizers have planned community celebrations and other events throughout the festival. Through Sept. 21. Free; reservations required.
'Forrest Gump' screening on the National Mall
One of the key moments in "Forrest Gump" takes place on the National Mall, when the titular hero reunites with Jenny, his childhood sweetheart, at an antiwar rally. To mark the 30th anniversary of the best-picture-winning film, the National Park Foundation and Paramount Plus have organized an evening screening of "Forrest Gump" on the Mall, between Ninth and 12th streets. Picnics are welcome. Lawn opens at 5 p.m.; movie begins at dusk. Free.
Celebrate Petworth
Kids, art lovers, dog owners and shoppers will all find something just for them at Petworth's annual neighborhood festival. Celebrate Petworth began in 2014, and over the past decade, it's grown into an open-air market with goods from more than 50 D.C. artisans and crafters. Musicians grace the main stage all day long, and the kids zone includes activities such as crafts and performances from the likes of Baba Ras D and the Great Zucchini. If you have a dog you want to show off, register your pup for competitions that include "coolest trick" or "best dressed." There are activities for families before the festival begins as well, like a kids' fun run and yoga for tots. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Small Press Expo at Bethesda North Marriott Hotel and Conference Center
Imagine something like the Library of Congress's National Book Festival, but solely devoted to indie comics, zines, graphic novels and cartoons. That's the gist of the Small Press Expo, which brings more than 500 artists and writers to Bethesda for a weekend of quirky fun. Only creators and publishers are allowed to exhibit at this festival, which includes plenty of reading material for sale as well as opportunities for fans to meet and mingle with authors and get their books signed. Plus, learn tricks of the trade at workshops covering everything from the art of the single-panel cartoon to tips on drawing hand lettering. Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. $20 Saturday; $15 Sunday; $30 for both days. 
Wheatland Spring Oktoberfest
The owners of this Loudoun County farm brewery took inspiration from farms they visited while living in Bavaria, and while they make stunning German-style beers year-round, Oktoberfest is a special time. The two-day festival includes the annual debut of their Ursprung Festbier, alongside performances by the 14-member Alte Kameraden Bavarian Band, an alphorn demonstration (with a chance to play yourself), and various games including a stein-holding competition and prizes for the best outfits. Food trucks, including the wonderfully named What the Schnitzel, are on-site both days. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. each day. Free.
Greenbelt Blues Festival at Roosevelt Center
If your preferred style of blues is electrified, via Chicago, Memphis or Muscle Shoals, make your way to historic Greenbelt for the 21st annual Greenbelt Blues Festival. This year's bill includes eight bands, highlighted by guitarist Bobby Thompson with Blues City Shakedown and the harmonica-driven R&B of Fast Eddie and the Slowpokes. Most of the action takes place outdoors, including morning yoga, but headliners Built 4 Comfort cap the day at the New Deal Cafe. A vendor marketplace and food will be available. 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Free.
Holiday Stamps Family Festival at the National Postal Museum
Let's be honest: It's a bit early for Christmas celebrations, but if you're the kind of person who has your holiday cards planned, you're not bothered that we're still waiting for the first day of fall. The National Postal Museum marks the release of the Postal Service's Christmas stamps with a family event featuring crafting activities and family games with artist Katie Kirk. 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Free.
Maryland Seafood Festival at Sandy Point State Park
Since 1966, the Maryland Seafood Festival has extended locally caught blue crab season past the steamy summer months. This year's celebration of all things oysters, shrimp, mussels and more includes a crab soup cook-off, crab soup eating and oyster shucking contests, performances by local bands, and plenty of seafood vendors. Little ones will enjoy bounce houses, and adults can partake in paint and sips, chef-led classes, and Xpogo -- or extreme pogo stick jumping -- demonstrations. Limited parking spots are available for purchase online for $10, and overflow parking is $5 at Anne Arundel Community College a shuttle ride away. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. $15 in advance, $20 day of; free for kids 12 and under.
Hecho en Mexico at National Museum of the American Indian
Celebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month with this weekend festival, which features crafts "Made in Mexico." Artists use materials including yarn paintings, delicate tissue paper and multimedia sculptures. Saturday and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
DC Bike Expo at Georgetown Park
As the weather turns less humid and way more pleasant, September feels like the perfect time to tune up your bike or get into riding for the first time. The Washington Area Bicycle Association will help outfit riders with all the tools they'll need during the DC Bike Expo, held in the heart of Georgetown. Bike shops from across the area sell used bikes and gear, such as parts, gadgets and clothing. Check out clinics covering maintenance and bike packing, individual bike fittings, and tutorials from WABA staff, and get set to make new friends by linking up with one of the many ride clubs that will be on hand, catering to riders of all skill levels. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. $10; free with student ID.
Van Ness Main Street Day
Support the businesses of Van Ness at the community's annual festival along Connecticut Avenue NW. The day starts with a family-friendly cleanup at Forest Hills Park and includes a kids' story time at Politics and Prose; a Taylor Swift dance party; performances by Andrew G Guitarist, Crush Funk Brass Band and Ken Matthews Jazz; and a barbecue pop-up from bakery Bread Furst. It ends with an outdoor screening of "Spy Kids" at the University of the District of Columbia amphitheater. 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Free.
Elder Pine Brewing Anniversary Party
Happy sixth anniversary to Elder Pine, the Montgomery County farm brewery whose wide range of beers -- funky saison, barley wine, English-style dark mild and barrel-aged Marzen in addition to plenty of hazy IPAs -- has made it a firm favorite with local beer lovers. Elder Pine is celebrating its birthday by releasing four new brews, including Year Six Pilsner, Asleep on the Forest Floor double IPA, and a barrel-aged barley wine with the evocative name Summon the Moon Lord and an ABV of 16 percent. The Gaithersburg brewery is also hosting a pig roast and an outdoor concert by Joe Dicey and the High Rollers, so bring your picnic blankets and camp chairs. Noon to 10 p.m. Free.
Oktoberfest at the Brig
Every weekend at the Brig brings "party in Munich" vibes -- the beer garden near the Marine Barracks is home to Mia San District, D.C.'s fan club for German soccer powerhouse Bayern Munich. Its Oktoberfest party features viewing of Bayern's match against Holstein Kiel at 12:30 p.m., followed by a German band (2 p.m.), a ceremonial tapping and stein-holding contests. German food and beer are available all day. 10 a.m. Free.
Water Park Concert Series at National Landing
Calling your outdoor food hall Water Park gives it sunny, summer vibes -- but that may not be the best thing when the humidity drops and a chill arrives after sunset. To keep customers coming back into the fall, National Landing's Water Park is launching a fall concert series, beginning with Grateful Dead cover band Skull and Roses. Special bar and beverage carts will be available in addition to the usual offerings. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
Distrito Music Fest at Songbyrd Music House
Since 2021, Distrito Music Fest has brought Latin American artists to DMV venues in showcases of Hispanic music -- designed by and for local musicians. This year's festival takes place at Songbyrd and features Tres Minutos, Max Rosado, Soroche, JChris and Latin Grammy winner Sie7e. 3 p.m. $30-$40.
Hyattsville Porchfest
Neo-soul, Americana, classic rock and a tribute to Tool are among nearly 50 bands performing during Hyattsville's annual Porchfest celebration. Wander through neighborhoods listening to DJs and bands that will turn 15 front porches and yards (and beloved local biz Red Onion Records) into concert venues. An interactive map is provided on the Hyattsville Preservation Association website to help plan your afternoon. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
King Britt at Extended Play
Extended Play at Mess Hall is one of D.C.'s essential dance parties -- a low-key but powerful experience featuring top local and international DJs, held in the cozy confines of the loading dock at kitchen incubator Mess Hall. This month features King Britt, who has been a globe-trotting DJ and producer longer than some Mess Hall audience members have been alive. Whether performing as Digable Planets' DJ, producing De La Soul, co-founding the electronic music label Ovum with Josh Wink, releasing house and techno music on a variety of labels, or teaching college students about the history of electronic music, Britt is always someone you should listen to. He takes to the turntables with D.C.'s Baronhawk Poitier at Mess Hall, where the vibes are friendly, the dancing is enthusiastic and the drinks at the pop-up bar come from award-winning mixologist Kapri Robinson of Allegory. Grab an advance ticket while you can, and wear comfortable shoes. 5 to 10 p.m. $30.
Art Speak at Hill Prince and Pow Pow
D.C. artists are highlighted throughout September, thanks to 202Creates Month -- a celebration that encompasses such disparate events as Art All Night, D.C. Fashion Week and Fiesta D.C. There are plenty of things to do beyond these headliners: Take Art Speak, a collaboration between H Street cocktail spot Hill Prince and the neighboring vegan restaurant Pow Pow. Listen to talks from "Hell's Kitchen" winner (and Hill Prince owner) chef Rock Harper and go-go musician JusPaul, chat art with trendsetting D.C. muralist Kelly Towles, groove to DJs including Cosmo Baker and Kerim the DJ, or just have lunch and a drink. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
OysterFest at Metrobar
The Northeast bar is ringing in the start of oyster season ("months that end in 'R'!") with a day-long festival. Enjoy chargrilled oysters from Who Wants Smoke and raw oysters from DC Shuckers, live music from Joe Brotherton Brass Band, Chinola cocktail and beer specials, and spiked ices from New Orleans Snowballs' food truck. Stick around past 4 p.m. for the start of Metrobar's Warm Summer Nights party, a "California-style kickback with an R&B twist" hosted by DJ DC Infamous. Noon to 6 p.m. Free.
Yacht Club at Allegory
This is a rare treat for cocktail lovers: The owners of the 2024 Spirited Award winner for best U.S. cocktail bar are taking over the winner of the 2024 Spirited Award for best U.S. hotel bar for one night only. Mary Allison Wright and McLain Hedges of Denver's Yacht Club -- a self-described fusion of "a nerdy cocktail bar, a natural wine bar and your favorite dive bar all in one" -- incorporate wine into their cocktails. On the current menu, Greco Bianco Italian wine joins tequila, rhum agricole and "tropical" green tea in the Coral Reefer, while a dry riesling stars alongside sotol, tomatillo and "savory herbs" in the Cuttin' Grass. The duo are teaching a master class for bartenders in the afternoon before mixing their own cocktails at the Eaton's jewel of a cocktail bar in the evening. 8 p.m. Free.
Capitol Hill Chamber Music Festival at St. Mark's Episcopal Church
For the first time since the pandemic, the Capitol Hill Chamber Music Festival is back with three programs performed on period instruments. The second explores Renaissance psalms and Irish baroque, played on lutes, seven-string guitars, descant flutes and more, on Monday. (7:30 p.m. Free.) The final program takes place Sept. 22 at the same location and features viola da gamba and pardessus de viole performances of music from between 1550 and 1750. (7:30 p.m. Free.)
'Fall in Love' CiNoMatic outdoor movie screenings at Alethia Tanner Park
After a five-week series that began in May, NoMa's seasonal CiNoMatic returns to Alethia Tanner Park for a five-week program with the theme "Fall in Love." It begins with "How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days," and the schedule also includes "When Harry Met Sally" (Sept. 25) and "Love & Basketball" (Oct. 16). Blankets and picnics are encouraged; lawn games and food trucks are available at the park. Lawn opens at 6:15; film begins at dusk. Free.
Heurich Marzen release party at Heurich House
The Christian Heurich Brewing Co.'s Marzen was one of the most celebrated beers in Washington in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, winning medals at home and abroad. The Heurich House Museum and the Lost Lagers beer historians have re-created the beer -- the style traditionally served at Munich's Oktoberfest -- from a 1933 recipe, which is now made at D.C.'s Right Proper Brewing Company. Learn about the process of reviving the beer, tour Heurich's preserved Dupont Circle mansion and, most importantly, taste the results of the endeavor during a release party at the museum. Cocktail attire is requested. VIP tickets include entry at 5 p.m. and a souvenir glass. 6 to 8 p.m. $50-$70.
Pages in the Park at P Street Beach
If more than 30 minutes of social interaction sounds like a little too much, opt for some silent reading time among strangers. Bring a potluck contribution to the picnic and mingle for half an hour before launching into a book for 60 minutes. Hosted by influencer Sidney Hui (a.k.a. @thediscoloft), the evening also includes a book swap. Bring up to three books of any genre you're ready to part with, and find a few more to bring home. Extras will be donated. 6 p.m. Free.
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Chloe Bailey is more interesting than you think
Singer and actress Chloe Bailey came to prominence as one half of the Beyonce-backed sibling duo Chloe x Halle. 
By Helena Andrews-Dyer | 2024-09-12

Singer and actress Chloe Bailey, 26, is among the stars of Peacock's true crime drama "Fight Night: The Million Dollar Heist." (Jason Renaud)


MARTHA'S VINEYARD, Mass. -- When Chloe Bailey first appears in the true crime drama "Fight Night," she looks sweet, innocent even. Just another baby-faced, small-town waitress dropping off a cup of fresh coffee. Later, her character, Lena, opens her mouth and draws the blade she's been hiding in those good-girl curls. Cute she may be, but she will cut you.
"She is definitely very fiery," said Bailey, 26, whom many fans have followed since she was a preteen covering Beyonce hits on YouTube. "[Lena] was flirty and using that as her strength and her power to get what she wanted -- but never with the boys that she was doing this heist with, which I really loved. So she was about her business."

Chloe Bailey as Lena, left, and Teresa Celeste as Maxine in "Fight Night: The Million Dollar Heist," which premiered Sept. 5. (Fernando Decillis/Peacock)


At the center of the Peacock series is a real-life Atlanta robbery gone wrong that took place the night of Muhammad Ali's 1970 comeback fight. That historic bout and the Black power it drew to the city helped jump-start the sleepy southern town's transformation into a cultural hot spot. In the middle of it all is Bailey's character, Lena, who goes toe-to-toe with the city's underworld, including figures played by Kevin Hart, Taraji P. Henson and Samuel L. Jackson. She plays both sides as a hostess at a Vegas-style party for a Black mafia family and the "inside girl" for the crew planning to rob the same party.
In short, Lena is the embodiment of the classic bait-and-switch. It's the kind of liquid role that Bailey, who can seemingly pour herself into several identities at once, knows all too well. There's the aw shucks early YouTube star, the Beyonce protege, the carnival queen, the dramatic actress, the Lego aficionada and the pop star with an eye-popping song about her "Rose" (hint: she isn't talking about the flower).
And yet. Fans (or maybe haters) still want more from her. In a recent Instagram live, Bailey addressed a few tweets "talking 'bout how boring of an individual I am."
"I can never do enough," said Bailey, explaining why she keeps her circle small and her business her own. "I'm boring? Because I keep certain things hidden and private? Yeah, boring is good because these folks are crazy. I don't do drugs, I don't do anything like that. I'd much rather be boring."
The thing is there's something about Bailey that's frustratingly impossible to pin down. She's a singer, producer and actress. Okay. She's one half -- some might say "the sexy one" -- of the Beyonce-backed sibling duo Chloe x Halle. She'll curse out haters onstage. She'll coo over her new nephew. She'll literally body a Caribbean carnival costume then slyly shrug her shoulders over all the fuss. She's free. She's shy. Who is she?
"Woooo," answered Bailey recently. That's a big one.
"I'm a melting pot of things. I am like this big burst of energy around the ones who make me feel the most safe. And my outlet for any frustration is my art," she said.

Samuel L. Jackson as Frank Moten, left, and Chloe Bailey as Lena Mosley in "Fight Night: The Million Dollar Heist." (Parrish Lewis/Peacock)


Watching her in "Fight Night" is like a confirmation. Her character's mystery has a purpose. (And perhaps it's the same off screen.) Of course, Bailey is perfect for the double cross. This is the singer actress who can star in the Christian film "Praise This" and then show up in a clutch-your-pearls sex scene in "Swarm." The Gen Zer who, when asked to dispense life advice during a recent TikTok live stream, responded with a meme-able moment. "You know this is my response to life beating your a--, arch it. Arch it up even higher. Get some pleasure out of it. That's what I'm teaching myself, you know."
Remember when she was a fresh-faced 13-year-old belting out "Halo" alongside her little sister, Halle? Well forget about it.
"I don't think the general public knows that about me, like my quirky raunchy jokes. So when they do get that side of me it's surprising and funny," said Bailey in a soft voice that is as considered as it is controlled. TikTok may offer off the cuff peeks inside her inner workings, but in person she is a thoughtful vault. Which is a stark contrast to the Chloe singing about throwing out her panties after a bad break up on her sophomore album, "Trouble in Paradise."
"That's probably why my music feels more dominating. People get, like, the Chloe that's had it. So maybe that's why I seem a bit more fierce with the music," said Bailey, following up with a genuine smile.

From left, Shaye Ogbonna, Chloe Bailey, Taraji P. Henson, Will Packer and Don Cheadle at Martha's Vineyard African American Film Festival in August. (Arnold Turner/Peacock)


Onstage she's working through some stuff, singing and stomping out everything she wanted to say in the moment to that one boy. These days her lyrics aren't just cute journal confessions, they are Zane-level erotica. And that can ruffle feathers. It's been more than a decade since Bailey was that adorable preteen. She's been grown for a while. Her solo music is impolite. It's in your face. A fusion of R&B, electronica, pop, you name it. "Trouble in Paradise" is a signal flare.
"A lot of people are like, 'Oh, you're so nice. I didn't know you'd be nice,'" said Bailey. How does she imagine her fans view her before meeting her? "Probably very dominating. But I'm a big mush ball," she answered.
In person, Bailey is as calm as her beloved Caribbean sea, exuding the kind of control that only an artist that's been under Beyonce's management company since 2015 can. She keeps to a safe depth where one can touch and see the bottom. She described Saint Lucia, where she recorded her latest album, as beautiful and freeing. Beyonce, whom she first met as a toddler on the set of "The Fighting Temptations," is "inspirational." When folks asked her what she wanted to be as a kid her answer was "quantum physicist." When asked what she's into right now, Bailey very seriously answered "emailing" -- specifically answering business emails with her iPad pencil.
"I can see how people are like, 'Wow. The music is like a different part of her,'" Bailey conceded. "Because that's when I'm venting in the studio."
But don't call the Bailey seen onstage recently in a glittery unitard booty popping while performing a tribute to Usher at the 2024 BET Awards an alter ego. Asked about it, the singer's answer is emphatic: "No," said Bailey. "It's just a different part of me."
Right before taking the stage to cover Usher's "Good Kisser," Bailey got so nervous she almost fainted. "Thank God there was a bench," she said. The singer suffers from social anxiety from time to time. To get over it she goes through it.

Chloe Bailey attends the world premiere of "Fight Night: The Million Dollar Heist" last week at Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York. (John Lamparski/AFP/Getty Images)


Another surprising outlet besides the music? "Pop the Balloon or Find Love," a YouTube dating show. When Bailey gets tired of making small talk in a room filled with people fussing over her (stylists, makeups artists, etc.) she turns on the show, fills the space with noise and retreats into the kind of online foolishness that creates conversation on its own.
Bailey is often in her head, wondering about how she looks, sounds or whatever. The confidence on display on her feeds, onstage and on screen is hard won. But she has to keep fighting for it. When "Trouble in Paradise" first dropped, Bailey posted about it and then deleted social media from her phone for a while. Just to get the space. To release it and let it be.
As her co-star in "Fight Night," Taraji P. Henson, put it during filming in Atlanta one day, the young actress can't let anyone else block her light. "I think my light tends to dim when I consume myself too much with worldly things, which is why it's always nice to take a break from this industry. Because that's the place you want your light to shine the brightest, but it's the place that takes it away the most," said Bailey. She apologized for harping on it. But. "I'm really grateful for Saint Lucia because that's where I found it again."
Perhaps that is the same "it" those "fans" who call her boring are demanding to see. But Bailey's found it and she's holding onto it.
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Ian McKellen sinks his teeth into 'The Critic,' and it bites back
The veteran actor plays a theater critic who hatches a plot to keep his job in 1930s London.
By Ty Burr | 2024-09-12

Ian McKellen and Gemma Arterton in "The Critic." (Sean Gleason/Greenwich Entertainment)


At 85, Ian McKellen doesn't have many performances left in him, so any movie that lets the actor carve ham with such exuberant relish as "The Critic" is worth his time and ours. Anand Tucker's British drama isn't great art, but it is a good time, one that darkens steadily and satisfyingly as it goes.
Among other things, the movie represents a playwright's revenge -- and probably a director's, actor's, cinematographer's and key grip's -- against the parasites of the press in the aisle seats: the critics waiting to dash to the nearest bar as soon as the curtain drops and wield their pens as scalpels, drawing the blood on which they feed. The critic in "The Critic" is probably most people's idea of the species, an arrogant fop convinced of his own importance, delighted by his own wit, and refusing to stoop to a two-syllable word when six or seven will do. Speaking as the maligned party, we're not all Anton Ego -- well, most of us aren't -- but McKellen has great fun enlivening the cliche with details and flourishes of business.
His character, Jimmy Erskine, is the chief theater critic for the Chronicle, a right-of-center broadsheet in late 1930s London. Long-established and legendary, especially in his own mind, Jimmy can make or break a show or career, and lately he's taken delight in tormenting Nina Land (Gemma Arterton), an actress of some talent but not a lot. "The vamping and shrieking Miss Nina Land [has] all the grace of a startled mule," runs one Erskine review of a recent Jacobean tragedy. "Her death is akin to a deflated dirigible."
"The Critic" takes a turn for the complicated when the Chronicle's owner, a Murdochian press baron, dies and is replaced by his son, Viscount David Brooke (Mark Strong), an honorable if dull sort under whose aristocratic crust can be glimpsed a deeply lonely man. The new boss sets out to clear the newsroom staff of deadwood, and after Jimmy is arrested for a drunken carouse with his young secretary/lover (Alfred Enoch) -- homosexual acts between men were illegal in Britain until 1967 -- he looks to be next on the chopping block.

Alfred Enoch and Ian McKellen in "The Critic." (Sean Gleason/Greenwich Entertainment)


Far be it from me to spoil how the critic retains his job, but it's not altogether cricket, and it leads Jimmy into amoral and even immoral waters, not that he needs much of a push. The screenplay is by Patrick Marber, whose prizewinning 1997 play "Closer" is an even more devastating piece of emotional bloodletting -- that one is great art -- and he's written McKellen a marvelous villain to play, airy and convinced of his own superior intellect until it's much too late in the game to back down.
Arterton grants the part of the actress a bittersweet self-awareness of her diminishing fortunes -- Nina is in her 30s and nearing the expiration of her ingenue status -- and her own lack of scruples. Strong's character, rather surprisingly, turns out to be the movie's most affecting, a man with great passions inside him that are throttled by class. One of the best if least heralded actors of his generation, Strong turns in a performance that's all the more heartbreaking for its subtle flickers of vulnerability.
McKellen is not here for subtlety, thank goodness. Both his performance and "The Critic" as a whole are shot through with the pleasures of overripe self-regard. Jimmy has a gift for disemboweling a production in a few words ("Hold your breath as you pass the Duke's Theatre, for here is untreated theatrical sewage"), but he also sees himself as the last upholder of artistic truth, and not incorrectly. "You have to trust that we are present to you," he tells Nina when she comes to him for advice, "sensitive to your deepest sufferings, your gentlest feelings, your most intimate thoughts. But you must trust that we can perceive all this without your help."
Less is more, to coin a phrase. Ironically, under Tucker's able direction, more is more: "The Critic" has been filmed in opulent tones of prewar amber, with rich attention to production design, score, costume, casting and performance. The movie hides its stilettos under velvet until the final scenes, when they come out and cause more damage than even the filmmakers seem prepared for. Revenge is a dish best served cold, but it's the warmth of McKellen's Jimmy Erskine -- the egotism that propels the man happily forward -- that keeps "The Critic" from freezing over.
R. At the Avalon Theatre. Contains some language and sexual content. 95 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at www.tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Speak No Evil': If you can't say something nice ... scream!
James McAvoy rampages through a wicked and witty Grand Guignol of manners.
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-09-12

Scoot McNairy, left, and James McAvoy in "Speak No Evil." (Universal Pictures/Blumhouse)


"Speak No Evil" is the rowdiest horror flick in ages, a hilarious and venomous little nasty that cattle-prods the audience to scream everything its lead characters choke down.
Our victims are Louise and Ben Dalton (Mackenzie Davis and Scoot McNairy) and their 11-year-old daughter, Agnes (Alix West Lefler) -- a milquetoast American family having a dreary time in London, where they've recently moved for work. The couple's stagnant marriage is in need of a shake-up, so the Daltons impulsively agree to visit the country estate of their new acquaintances, Paddy and Ciara (James McAvoy and Aisling Franciosi), for a week of intoxicating home-brewed cider and Paddy's chest-thumping platitudes about how to live a better, fuller life. At one point, Paddy drags Ben up a hilltop to sound their barbaric yawps.
The earthier, sexier hosts have their own child, a mute tot named Ant (Dan Hough), who they explain was born with a truncated tongue. The title seems to refer to the boy, a sweet lad with a soulful face who, bizarrely, sleeps in a grim attic. But that the Daltons don't protest when Agnes is stashed in the hovel, too, is an early hint from the writer and director James Watkins that our protagonists are the ones with the problem piping up. Like frogs in the proverbial pot, Louise and Ben endure a barrage of indignities -- most of the movie is set at a suspenseful, civilized simmer -- trusting that they couldn't possibly get boiled.
We have the delicious advantage of knowing what kind of movie we've come to see. A few of us may have even watched the Danish director Christian Tafdrup's 2022 original of the same name. Watkins has rewired the film's dynamics, switching our focus from the beset husband to Davis's uptight wife. He's made his remake more Hollywood, but, for my money, he's also made it more fun to talk about afterward -- and during -- arranging his plot beats to encourage the audience to howl advice at the screen.

Alix West Lefler, Mackenzie Davis and Scoot McNairy play a family on holiday (sort of) in "Speak No Evil," directed by James Watkins. (Susie Allnutt/Universal Pictures)


Usually, this kind of don't-go-in-the-basement interactivity is the only way to enjoy ourselves in movies that otherwise insult our intelligence. But Watkins has made a devilishly clever comedy of manners that climaxes in a Grand Guignol burst of release. He's peppered the script with modern pieties -- there's a flinchy conversation about the morality of eating sustainable fish -- plus sensible-sounding manipulations that the Daltons are powerless to deflect. It's a smart film about dumb decisions, and it's possible to enjoy sneering at McNairy's utterly drippy sad dad while shoving down all those pesky inner thoughts about the times we've bitten our own tongues around a blowhard, or pledged to do lunch with our fingers crossed.
The film is tightly constructed with witty editing, playful camera work, and an agonizing score of scrapes, thumps and drums. There's a great sound-design gag involving a Vespa and some off-screen honks, and a more thread-worn bit that tries too hard to make a meme out of the Bangles' "Eternal Flame."
Still, most people will leave talking about McAvoy's brawny performance -- he seizes any excuse to strip to a Speedo -- and how easily we were seduced into siding with him over Davis's killjoy worrywart. That sound you hear is your own conscience asking you to listen up.
R. At area theaters. Contains unspeakable violence and language. 110 minutes.
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St. Vincent is a musical master. Just ask Taylor Swift or Olivia Rodrigo.
The guitarist, who co-wrote hits for the pop stars, will perform her own songs at the Anthem on Friday. 
By Olivia McCormack | 2024-09-11

St. Vincent. (Alex Da Corte)


If you think you haven't heard a St. Vincent song, you're probably wrong.
In a testament to the 41-year-old three-time Grammy Award winner's versatility, Taylor Swift's "Cruel Summer" and Olivia Rodrigo's "Obsessed" were both co-written by her. Rodrigo has even performed the emotionally explosive hit with a Music Man St. Vincent Goldie signature model guitar.
That last fact makes the musician -- ranked the 26th greatest guitarist of all time by Rolling Stone -- particularly joyful. "It makes me so happy to see so many women playing guitars," she explained.
St. Vincent, whose given name is Anne Clark, has performed her prophetic sound through the fads and trends of the early 21st century. From her first EP in 2003 to her latest album, her guitar mastery and her metaphorical interpretation of the intangible human experience have amounted to a wealth of bold, unique projects.
The mezzo-soprano's latest album, "All Born Screaming," released in April, features an excruciating depiction of the agony of romance in the song "Broken Man." She sings: "Lover, nail yourself right to me/ (Like you've never seen a broken man) if you go, I won't be well/ (Who the hell do you think I am?) I can hold my arms wide open/ (Like you've never seen a broken man) but I need you to drive the nail."
"I'm kind of painting a picture of desperation. And actually, it takes two, right? Like, love actually does take two," she said in a phone interview from her Los Angeles studio.
That tormented intimacy is in contrast to the triumphant communion St. Vincent is feeling with other female musicians these days -- those she's worked with and those she simply admires.
"There's so many women feeling completely empowered to be completely in charge of their own musical destiny and play any instrument they want without side-eye or snark or anything like that. I've personally witnessed that shift, and that's so thrilling to see," she says.
The singer-songwriter points to Charli XCX and Billie Eilish as examples of rock-star women singing their unvarnished truths. Their collective work has convinced St. Vincent that the days of female musician censorship are over.
"I think we have slain that dragon," she says.
Sept. 13 at 8 p.m. at the Anthem, 901 Wharf St. SW. theanthemdc.com. $55-$95.
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'The Impressionist Moment' is a smart, bracing and unmissable art show
'Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment' puts the origins of an art movement in proper context.
By Philip Kennicott | 2024-09-12
Visitors to the National Gallery of Art's marquee exhibition, "Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment," encounter two very different works upon entering. Side by side are a large, detailed, moody canvas by Jean-Leon Gerome, full of detail, drama and elaborately dressed historical figures, and a smaller, more modest work by Claude Monet, a harbor scene of ships, boats, masts and smokestacks, suffused by mist with a brilliant red sun coloring the water and sky.
Gerome's 1873 "L'Eminence Grise" is a major work by a major artist, though probably not familiar to visitors who don't live in or near Boston, where it resides at the Museum of Fine Arts. Monet's 1872 "Impression, Sunrise" is one of the most famous works in art history, the painting that inspired the name "impressionism."
This juxtaposition sets the stage for a thoroughly engaging exhibition devoted to a pivotal moment in Western art: a small, little-trafficked exhibition in 1874 organized by a group of discontented and occasionally maverick artists known as the Societe Anonyme. Among the 31 artists who displayed work at that show were seven key figures in the history of impressionism, and among the works on view was Monet's "Impression, Sunrise."

Two key paintings, "L'Eminence Grise" by Jean-Leon Gerome, left, and Claude Monet's "Impression, Sunrise" at the "Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment" exhibition at the National Gallery of Art on Friday. (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post) 


Wall text in the first room of the National Gallery exhibition announces the theme: "A Tale of Two Exhibitions." Along with the small, one-month display organized by the Societe Anonyme, there was the far larger, busier and better-established official Salon of 1874, an annual trade show of the fine arts dating back to the 17th century. The Salon of 1874 included some 3,700 works by more than 2,000 artists and was held in the giant and imposing Palais de l'Industrie, about a mile from where the Societe Anonyme event was held in a fashionable photographer's former studio. The impressionism show, by contrast, featured only 215 works, sold only four works, and was visited by some 3,500 people, a fraction of the more than half a million visitors to the Salon.
It was, at the time, a nonevent, but in retrospect, and after a century and a half of mythologizing, it is viewed as a revolutionary moment, when the old, academic style of art epitomized by artists like Gerome -- whose "L'Eminence Grise" won the Salon's gold medal for painting -- began to yield to generations of successive avant-garde movements that sought to represent the world free of what were deemed the stifling conventions of the official, sanctioned styles.
The great virtue of this exhibition, first seen at the Musee d'Orsay in Paris earlier this year, is its skeptical view of that history. Curated in Paris by Sylvie Patry and Anne Robbins, and in Washington by Mary Morton and Kimberly A. Jones, "Paris 1874" sets up a clear dichotomy between the Salon and the Societe Anonyme, and then lets it mostly crumble into a far more interesting history of art understood beyond labels, "isms" and clear allegiances to dubious notions of style. By the end, you understand that something essential and vital was clearly underway in 1874, which crystallized certain energies and clarified new tendencies.
But this was not a revolution of young genius championing innovation and discovery against a torpid, dull-witted establishment, as we tend to prefer our revolutions. It was an evolving paradigm shift, with much lost and much gained, driven by the market and capitalism and shadowed by war and social unrest. The curators present enough evidence, some 125 paintings, sculptures and works on paper, to give eccentric and cussed visitors permission to prefer the old style, even if they are loath to admit it in respectable company.

Visitors take in the "Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment" at the National Gallery of Art on Friday. (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post) 


It isn't easy to set up a basic contrast between two things that were not, in fact, easily defined or clearly opposed. The so-called first impressionist show -- there were eight organized between 1874 and 1886 -- included still lifes and hunting scenes that seem to aspire to Salon respectability, and the official Salon featured work, such as Antoine Guillemet's magnificently bleak 1874 "Bercy in December," that will strike most people as fully impressionist. The major impressionist artists were a motley bunch, some of them rich like Degas, Henri Rouart and Berthe Morisot, others scrambling to make a living, like poor Pissarro, the only impressionist to participate in all eight exhibitions, grappling often with poverty. Some focused on scenes of ordinary life, others on plein-air painting, but they were bound together more by social ties and attitudes rather than any consistency of style or adherence to a manifesto.
The current exhibition helps reanimate some of the early criticism of impressionism, a word that was floating around in various usages before the critic Louis Leroy used it to describe the work on view at the Societe Anonyme in 1874. Contemporary viewers may have balked at the visual innovations of the impressionists, the sketchy, unfinished look of Monet's "Sunrise," with its indeterminate rendering of ships' masts and smokestacks, its gashes of dark gray standing in for ripples on the water, and a few smudges of red to suggest the reflected luminescence of the rising sun.

The show features works by Felix Bracquemond, left, and Maxime Lalanne. (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post) 



Also on display is Monet's work "Fishing Boats Leaving the Harbor, Le Havre." (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post) 


But compared to Gerome's painting, Monet's work seems almost lazy and under-stuffed. Gerome has created a stage scene, with actors and extras in historic dress, rising up a set of stairs while making elaborate obeisance to a shadowy Capuchin friar, the powerful adviser, or eminence grise, to the 17th-century Cardinal Richelieu. It is packed with history and detail, incident and insinuation, social commentary and probably political reference to the state of French politics at the time, post-Revolution, with an entrenched conservative government giving the Catholic Church wide latitude for social mischief. Monet's work leaves a definite impression, perhaps more powerful than the studied and fully articulated historical scene of Gerome, but to many viewers at the time, it must have seemed merely decorative by contrast.
One key element of a classic paradigm shift is a surge of vitality and effort from the old guard as it reinvents and reconfigures itself to deal with new challenges. The Salon painters were masters of history painting, classical reference and literary imagination, and in a room of religious works -- one of the most compelling galleries in the exhibition -- you see painters of the old school mustering all the inventiveness they can manage. Edouard Dantan's 1874 "Monk Sculpting a Wooden Christ" shows a monk with a genial half smile and shrewd, accusing eyes carving a figure of Christ. But only the lower half of Christ's body is in view and the first impression is that he isn't making art, but dissecting a cadaver. Dantan's monk may be doing both: working within a tradition of religious art that he knows is thoroughly moribund.
Karl Marx, writing about French politics of the 19th century, said, "The tradition of all dead generations weighs like a nightmare on the brains of the living." The members of the Societe Anonyme probably felt that nightmare. In the summer of 1870, France declared war on Germany, and six months later it was defeated. Napoleon III, who had presided over a brutal but effective modernization of Paris, was captured by the Prussians. The Paris Commune, a radical government that seized power after the defeat, was brutally suppressed by national troops, with thousands slaughtered, captured, exiled or executed. Some of the grandest buildings in Paris were destroyed.

A visitor looks at works displayed in the "Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment" exhibition on Friday. (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post) 



"The Salon of 1874" by Camille Leopold-Lassalle. (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post) 



"Charge of the 9th Regiment of Cuirassiers at Morsbronn" by Edouard Detaille. (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post) 


It is easy to sympathize with artists who want nothing to do with that history, or with the feckless, reckless, self-serving politics that led to so much misery. And so, the "Impressionist Moment" is both an opening up of new possibilities and a rejection of older values. There is not a lot of history or even social commentary in the impressionist works on view in this exhibition. There are exceptions, of course, and at some level every work of art is political, including landscapes in which one sees the social and ecological impacts of rapid industrialization, and portraits in which dress and deportment give cues to social caste.
One gallery focused on women in Paris contrasts three paintings of fashionable female figures, two from the Salon and one, by Renoir, from the Societe Anonyme. Of these, Ernest Duez's "Splendor" makes the strongest impression, with its full-length image of a powerful, self-assured and seemingly acerbic courtesan, with a little dog on a delicate chain standing in for all the men she has probably kept on a short leash. Renoir, by contrast, depicts an insufferably vapid woman in a great swirl of blue fabric, seeming to float in a formless void, as weightless as her train of thought.
For all its rules and formalized patterns of exclusion, the Salon was actually a little more inclusive of women artists, and the breadth of Salon representations of women extended beyond the obsessive misogyny of so many of the impressionists, including Degas with his fixation on the ballet.
The art on view in "Paris 1874" is identified by whether it appeared in the Salon or the Societe Anonyme. Some of the best pieces, including several paintings by Giuseppe de Nittis (subject of a fine exhibition at the Phillips Collection last year), come from artists who moved between affiliation with the impressionists and participation in the Salon. Two final galleries, largely devoted to landscape, present an evenhanded sense of the best that both worlds had to offer. The competition -- which this Tale of Two Exhibitions never was -- comes to a draw.
Before leaving, however, visitors should take a short walk to the library of the East Building, where a small exhibition curated by Elisabeth Narkin and Ellen Prokop of prints and photographs elaborates on the main show. An illustration from L'Univers illustre, a weekly publication, shows the official preview, or vernissage, for the 1874 Salon, with the art jam-packed on the walls, floor to ceiling, and fashionable guests crowding in to inspect it. Meanwhile, men on ladders apply the final coat of varnish -- hence, the vernissage or varnishing -- as if buffing new cars before opening the showroom.
This was shopping, but at a moment when the market was about to change. New money was afloat, new markets emerging, and floods of nouveau riche Parisians, tourists and idle Americans were about to realize that, no matter what they liked, to be up-to-date they should be buying a different kind of art. Not many found it at the first impressionism show of 1874, but a brand name was born, and it would be one of the most successful, ill-defined but revered brand names not just in the history of art, but in commodities of any kind.
Paris 1874: The Impressionist Moment is on view at the National Gallery of Art through Jan. 19. www.nga.gov.

"The Dancer" by Pierre-Auguste Renoir on display in the show. The artist included the painting in the first exhibition of the Societe Anonyme, a group of discontented and occasionally maverick artists. (Tierney L. Cross for The Washington Post) 
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The dB's celebrate U.S. album releases -- 43 years after recording them
The band's reunion tour stops at the Atlantis on Friday, Sept. 13.
By Mark Jenkins | 2024-09-11

The dB's. (Lindsay Metivier)


The songs on the first two dB's albums -- "Stands for Decibels" and "Repercussion," both from 1981 -- are smart, funny and impeccably tuneful. Yet the New York quartet's efforts were spurned by American labels, and the records were originally released only in Britain. The temporarily reunited band's D.C. show this weekend is part of a tour marking the two albums' first-ever U.S. vinyl releases.
"We'd like to think that we were as commercial as any of the bands that did get signed to American labels," says singer-guitarist Peter Holsapple in a three-way video call. "But apparently there was something about us that was not commercially accessible to the powers that be. I wish I had an answer to that. I wish I had an answer to that 40 years ago."
"If I had to hazard a guess, I would guess that we were considered an inconsistent live act," suggests drummer Will Rigby. "We had good nights and bad nights."
Holsapple, Rigby, singer-guitarist Chris Stamey and bassist Gene Holder all grew up in Winston-Salem, N.C. Holsapple and Rigby have known each other since third grade, 60 years ago, and the others became acquainted soon after.
Stamey, the group's founder, left in 1982, but two more dB's albums were made without him. The original foursome reunited to make another record, "Falling Off the Sky," which was released in 2012. Stamey and Holsapple also recorded three albums as a duo between 1991 and 2021.
"We've never not all been friends," notes Holsapple. "So it was really easy to put the shoes back on and walk together."
The first two dB's albums can be called power-pop, but some of the songs feature quirky structures and experimental sonic touches. "That's Chris," says Holsapple with a laugh. "My songs are rooted in regular rock-and-roll. Chris was a composition student at UNC Chapel Hill. So he's got a much broader compositional palette than I do. I'm just a guy who listened to the radio."
"I would say we were trying to bring surprise to the music," Rigby says. "Things would happen that didn't normally happen."
"We always tried to make records that would bear repeated listening," Holsapple adds. "After 40 years of these being extant, I think we actually succeeded with that."
After their original run, the ex-dB's did production and engineering, made solo albums, and worked with many other musicians. Rigby was in Steve Earle's backing group for 16 years. Holsapple was a touring support musician for R.E.M. and Hootie and the Blowfish, and currently plays lead guitar for the Paranoid Style, a D.C. band.
He spent much of the 1990s with the Continental Drifters, which included ex-Bangle Vicki Peterson and Susan Cowsill, youngest of the Cowsills, a family band that scored Top 40 hits in the late '60s (and inspired the fictional Partridge Family). Holsapple says that experience improved the vocal style of the current dB's.
"Being in the Continental Drifters was a master class in learning how to sing," he says. "That taught me a lot about how to blend and how to stay on pitch."
While he and Stamey wrote nearly all the songs, Holsapple credits the rhythm section with defining the group's sound. "I think what really makes this band so special is what Will and Gene play. If you were to listen to just those parts and the vocals, and no guitars, it would be remarkably complete."
To Rigby, however, all the original dB's are essential. "There's a greater-than-the-sum-of-its-parts thing that happens with the four of us," he says. "It doesn't go away."
Sept. 13 at 7:30 p.m. (doors) at the Atlantis, 2047 Ninth St. NW. theatlantis.com. $25.
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A mesmerizing 'data sculpture' remixes Dvorak at the Kennedy Center
Refik Anadol's AI-assisted installation at the Reach is an impressive audiovisual show -- and can't help but feel a little removed from Dvorak's works.
By Vanessa Larson | 2024-09-11

Refik Anadol in front of his work "Dvorak Dreams" at the Kennedy Center's Reach. (Elman Studio LLC/0xCollection/Kennedy Center)


"Dvorak Dreams" makes quite a splash. Installed on the plaza of the Kennedy Center's Reach, digital artist Refik Anadol's "data sculpture" consists of a 10-by-10-meter cube with an LED screen that presents on a continual loop a 16-minute visualization and soundscape inspired by the life of Czech composer Antonin Dvorak, created using artificial intelligence.
The piece was first displayed as a public art installation in Prague a year ago and is now getting its U.S. premiere in celebration of the Reach's fifth anniversary. It was the inaugural commission of the nascent 0xCollection, an art initiative funded by Czech billionaire businessman Karel Komarek, a major donor to the Kennedy Center who helped support the opening of the Reach.
The Turkish American, Los Angeles-based Anadol, an early pioneer in using AI to interpret large datasets for artistic projects, had his D.C. debut at Artechouse in 2019. He has since risen almost meteorically, scoring immersive commissions for high-profile institutions and settings including the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the 2023 Grammy Awards ceremony and the opening of the Sphere in Las Vegas last year.

Anadol speaks at the opening of "Dvorak Dreams." (Elman Studio LLC/0xCollection/Kennedy Center)


For "Dvorak Dreams," Anadol used AI to produce both a soundtrack inspired by Dvorak's music and a visual interpretation of his life. The score is based on recordings of Dvorak's nearly 200 surviving works, which include nine symphonies, 10 operas, chamber music and choral pieces. The visualization draws on over 1 million images, including photos, documents and other materials from Dvorak's personal archives, as well as libraries and other publicly accessible repositories.
"It's really, really hardcore research ... and then months and months of work; there's no shortcut there," Anadol said in an interview at the premiere, adding that working with custom AI algorithms isn't as easy as it might seem. He and his team spent about a year on the project, he said, in a process he described as "50 percent human, 50 percent machine."
Much like a symphony, "Dvorak Dreams" unfolds in four sections, each with a different musical mood, narrative and visual theme. The score has a pleasant classical-music familiarity to it, with indistinct choral echoes and a symphonic swell at the end -- though those who know Dvorak's oeuvre well may have mixed feelings about hearing an AI imitation of it.
"Each genius is very uniquely transforming emotions into music, but ... what AI does for me here is really listening to 200 pieces and giving us the similarities and differences," Anadol said, describing a program able to recognize underlying mathematical patterns in the composer's work. "But even the new [composition] is very similar to his original ones, so we don't erase Dvorak."
But it's the visuals that make "Dvorak Dreams" so captivating, although with somewhat uneven results -- perhaps because, while deriving 16 minutes of audio from some 200 source recordings is one thing, transforming over a million images into a viewable output is a far more expansive proposition.

An audience watches "Dvorak Dreams" at the Reach. (Elman Studio LLC/0xCollection/Kennedy Center)


Some passages feature representational elements, including blurry or heavily pixelated but recognizable scenes of the skyline, building facades and streets of New York, where Dvorak spent several formative years and wrote his "New World" Symphony No. 9 in E Minor, his most famous work. Other real-life images are more suggestive, such as hints of Prague architectural landmarks.
But much of the display consists of generative abstractions, developed through what Anadol refers to as the AI "dreaming" or "hallucinating": constantly morphing, surreal forms that ebb and flow and swirl and lunge like exploding sea creatures or mutant organisms. Much of the third section in particular seems to grotesquely evoke, in both color and texture, spewing vomit or other churning, oozing bodily fluids at high magnification.
Art doesn't have to be pretty, of course, but a viewer tends to seek meaning. In the interview, Anadol explained that the third section draws on the time-yellowed pages of documents and notations in Dvorak's archive (hence the vaguely off-putting color palette). But while collating this material seems like a worthy endeavor in itself, it's unclear what value there is in boiling it all down into a five-minute abstract stew, and questionable whether it will impart any deeper message or new information about the composer to viewers.
The installation is an admirably bold choice for the Kennedy Center, which has performed Dvorak regularly over the years. Presenting something radically different in form and content fits nicely with the mission of the Reach to expand beyond legacy programming to attract wider audiences. The five-year anniversary will also be celebrated with three days of family-friendly events from Sept. 20 to 22, including film screenings, chamber music, an outdoor Millennium Stage appearance by "indie mambo" band Orkesta Mendoza, and an all-day program of performances and classes for National Dance Day on Sept. 21.
Anadol's final chapter conjures the composer-conductor most tangibly, reincarnating him in an engaging, clearly recognizable animation as -- in a particularly meta moment -- he "conducts" the final movement of the AI-composed score itself. Rather than feeling gimmicky, this last episode at least brings the piece back to a more humanistic level. For while "Dvorak Dreams" is impressively mesmerizing as a viewing and listening experience, it still can't seem to pack the emotional punch of music and art fully conceived of by humans.
Kennedy Center Reach Plaza, 2700 F St. NW. kennedy-center.org.
Dates: Through Sept. 24. Installation plays Monday to Thursday from 4 p.m. to midnight and Friday to Sunday from noon to midnight.
Prices: Free.
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MTV VMAs 2024: How to watch, who's hosting and who will be performing
Taylor Swift, Chappell Roan and Sabrina Carpenter are among the celebrities expected at the 2024 VMAs.
By Herb Scribner, Samantha Chery | 2024-09-11

A statue of the MTV Moon Man on the red carpet at the MTV Video Music Awards in New York in 2018. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


This year's MTV Video Music Awards could be record-breaking and full of surprises as the star-studded show airs tonight on its 40th anniversary. Here are the artists whose music videos are up for the event's biggest accolades and what to expect as the night unfolds.
The VMAs will be broadcast live from the UBS Arena in New York City on MTV beginning at 8 p.m. Eastern time. The broadcast will be aired on several Paramount networks, including BET, Nickelodeon, CMT and VH1, among others.
MTV will have a live pre-show on YouTube to kick off the ceremony.
Otherwise, you can watch through television streaming packages, such as YouTube TV and Hulu Live TV.
Megan Thee Stallion will make her hosting debut. She is fresh off the release of her latest album "Megan," which includes "Mamushi," the hit single featuring Japanese rapper Yuki Chiba that spurred a TikTok dance trend, and "Hiss," a diss track released amid her feud with Nicki Minaj. She's also nominated for five VMAs this year.
The biggest names in music will contend across different categories.
For video of the year, Ariana Grande, Billie Eilish, Doja Cat, Eminem, SZA, and Taylor Swift (feat. Post Malone) will duke it out. It's a similar story for artist of the year, where Grande, Eminem, Swift and SZA will be in contention with Bad Bunny and Sabrina Carpenter.
Song of the year, meanwhile, features a bout between Beyonce ("Texas Hold 'Em"), Jack Harlow ("Lovin' on Me"), Kendrick Lamar ("Not Like Us"), Carpenter ("Espresso"), Swift and Post Malone ("Fortnight"), and Teddy Swims ("Lose Control").
Benson Boone, Chappell Roan, Gracie Abrams, Shaboozey, Swims and Tyla will compete for best new artist.
You can see a full list of awards and nominees on the VMAs website.
More than a dozen celebrities have been tapped to present awards, including household names such as Big Sean, Busta Rhymes, DJ Khaled, Halle Bailey, Lil Nas X, Paris Hilton and (fresh off his Olympics highlight reel) Flavor Flav.
Other presenters include TikTok star Addison Rae, model Alessandra Ambrosio and MTV legend Carson Daly.
The VMAs picked a slew of artists to rock the stage Wednesday night, including Carpenter, Roan, Camila Cabello, Halsey, Lenny Kravitz and Swims.
Eminem will open the show for the first time since 2010, when he opened with "Love the Way You Lie" with Rihanna. Eminem also performed in 2022 alongside Snoop Dogg, though they did not kick off the show.
Katy Perry. Yes, despite the string of controversial statements and radio duds she's shelled out recently, Perry will receive the award that honors artists for their lifetime achievements. Past winners include Shakira, Pink, Nicki Minaj and Rihanna.
The opening performance by Eminem might have some drama. His hit song "Houdini," which was released in May, includes a line directed at Megan Thee Stallion. The controversial lyric -- "If I was to ask for Megan Thee Stallion if she would collab with me, would I really have a shot at a feat?" -- referenced rapper Tory Lanez shooting Megan in the feet in 2020. We'll see what happens there, especially since Megan, though a host, is also listed as a performer on the VMA's website. Maybe we will get that collab after all.
Eminem could also break a record. He's currently tied with Peter Gabriel for most VMA wins by a solo male artist and has eight nominations this year, including video of the year for "Houdini."
Speaking of records, Swift, a 23-time VMA winner, could have a record-breaking night. She leads the pack with 10 traditional nominations, plus two more nods in fan-voted categories: Song of the Summer and Most Iconic Performance. A handful of wins would catapult her ahead of Beyonce, who holds the record with 30 overall because of wins with Destiny's Child and her husband, Jay-Z. Swift could snag her fifth video of the year award with "Fortnight" -- which would set the record for that category, too.
That's the question, isn't it? There's some speculation out there that Swift will announce or release the rerecorded version of her "Reputation" album because it is the 15th anniversary of the time Ye, formerly Kanye West, interrupted her onstage (which kick-started a feud between the two artists). Swift doesn't hesitate to make announcements on the biggest stages, having revealed her 2022 album "Midnights" at that year's VMAs and her 2024 album "The Tortured Poets Department" at the Grammys in February.
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Watch the film, and Jayden Daniels's rushing isn't so alarming
A detailed film review of Jayden Daniels's rushing attempts during his NFL debut with the Commanders.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-09-12

Jayden Daniels was credited with 16 runs Sunday, but one was a kneel-down and another a missed backward pass. Of his 14 actual runs, seven were scrambles. (Peter Joneleit/AP)


My esteemed colleague Thomas Boswell made the case that Jayden Daniels running 16 times in his NFL debut was "coaching malfeasance," and many commenters agreed. Sure, seeing the franchise quarterback exposed to potential hits can be troubling -- and a sober reminder of Washington's last great hope, who shined bright and burned out fast.
But a deeper look at Daniels's running plays during the Commanders' 37-20 loss to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers on Sunday should soothe some concerns.
Offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury's play-calling didn't overexpose his quarterback, and Daniels -- whose reputation for recklessness can be overstated -- mostly protected himself, even though it was disconcerting to see his helmet pop off twice.
Let's start here: Two rushes were technicalities. One was a kneel before halftime, and another was a swing pass that went backward and was therefore labeled a fumbled rush.
Of his 14 actual runs, seven were scrambles.
Scrambling seven times in one game is a lot. It happens only a few times each season. But in his NFL debut, against a blitz-heavy defense, it made sense that Daniels would lean on his legs as an escape hatch. If he played the game again, he probably would "let it rip" a few times instead of taking off, Coach Dan Quinn said.
"We'd love to see him remain a passer first, and I think it's going to come with more experience," he added.
Now let's look at the seven designed runs. Three were zone-read keepers, a concept Daniels has excelled at since Pop Warner, and perhaps surprisingly Kingsbury ran him four times in short-yardage situations.
The first one worked beautifully: Daniels faked a handoff and outran a linebacker to convert on fourth and one.

Jayden Daniels's first designed rush of the game was a fake to convert on fourth and one. 


The second did, too: He took a zone-read keeper basically untouched into the end zone.

Jayden Daniels has run the zone read since Pop Warner. 


The last two, back-to-back at the goal line, led to more contact.








Going forward, the Commanders will have to grapple with the risks and rewards of using Daniels in short-yardage situations, especially near the goal line, where he could take big hits. But Arizona State and LSU used Daniels similarly; he even regularly sneaked successfully.
Kingsbury's most curious calls were two runs that seemed targeted inside, where Daniels wouldn't have much space.
The first was on first down early in the third quarter. Daniels pulled the ball and ran between the tackles for two yards.

Jayden Daniels's second real run of the game was a curious design between the tackles. 


The second was early in the fourth quarter. Daniels cut outside and got down before he could be hit.




Those concepts seem better suited to a heavier quarterback, such as Philadelphia's Jalen Hurts, and may have bothered Quinn.
"We certainly don't want the [runs] that are inside and where his helmet gets knocked around," he said after the game. "Those are things that we can work through, for sure."
In the end, Daniels took four hits while running -- three on designed runs and one on a scramble that was flagged for being helmet to helmet. He was also hit twice on sacks in the pocket.
It's easy to understand the concerns. It's valid to have PTSD from Robert Griffin III. But after a thorough review, the worry over Daniels is a bit overstated.
In Sunday's home opener, Quinn can get rid of the bad taste from Week 1 and also exorcise some demons. Under Coach Ron Rivera, Washington was 2-5-1 against the New York Giants and endured some humiliating losses, including last season against undrafted rookie quarterback Tommy DeVito.
This is Washington's most winnable game of the season, according to Inpredictable, a sports betting analysis site. The Commanders are generally favored by about 21/2 points.
They must stop Giants quarterback Daniel Jones, who, in his return from an ACL tear suffered last season, didn't look good in a 28-6 loss to the Minnesota Vikings last week. But Jones has historically been outstanding against Washington, completing nearly 70 percent of his passes for 10 touchdowns and just three interceptions.
It's important for the Commanders, in the first year of a rebuild, to prove they're growing by ending the season above the Giants in the standings.
Quinn gave a presentation to his team Wednesday about the terrorist attacks 23 years ago because he knew many of his players were too young to remember them and wanted to emphasize "there are heroes among us every day."
Daniels, who was born Dec. 18, 2000, was not yet a year old.
"Obviously, it was a tragedy," the quarterback said. "From what I hear, it's like, man, it was a crazy thing. My parents were telling me before that you could just walk up to your gate at the airport, stuff like that. But now me growing up, you see TSA, you see things like that. So it's just a tragedy, and obviously everything that happened that day will never be forgotten."
Second-round defensive tackle Johnny Newton (foot) is "trending in the right way" and may make his debut Sunday, Quinn said. He didn't practice Wednesday but will Thursday when the Commanders put on the pads.
Cornerback Emmanuel Forbes Jr. (thumb) is not expected to miss time, and tight end Zach Ertz (rest) did not practice Wednesday.
Noah Brown, the recently acquired wide receiver, is up to speed on the scheme and could debut Sunday as well, Quinn said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/09/11/jayden-daniels-running/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




feed_0/article_20/images/img1_u100.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img2_u32.jpg
Enthusiasm among supporters of candidates
Very excited to vote for Trump @
Very excited to vote for Harris  No mention of gender O=® Mention of gender

Men Women
30% 50 70 90 30% 50 70 90
Ce) Overall 00—
[ ] Asian
L] «O Black o—
B— Hispanic o—>
L ] White o O>
(] Democrats o
o e Independents O=———@—>
® Republicans ®
> Single oo—>
o« Married e O
L)) Divorced e 0>
® O LGBTQ+ o>
® Non-LGBTQ+ e O—>
@ Parent e0O—>

Source: 19th News—SurveyMonkey THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_21/images/img1_u71.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img1_u61.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img2_u34.jpg
Trump’s pledges that a health care plan is coming

® Vague reference O Specific deadline

2015 2016 2017 2018
Campaign Votes in
= document Congress
°
o e
°
O -
o-e
™
°
.
°
.
.

Sources: Post analysis, Factba.se, Kaiser Health News

@» Deadline period

2019 2020 2021
Now,
o -
O —
o
-
o CE—
0| —
O ——
L]
L]
L
C»|
e |
°
¢

THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_27/images/img3_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_27/images/img1_u106.jpg





feed_0/article_27/images/img2_u36.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img1_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img1_u101.jpg





feed_0/article_2/images/img3_u3.jpg
Prosperity relative to immigration

GDP
$28 trillion

China

Japan
India .

$2 trilliorBrazil
0

Sources: World Bank, U.N.

us.

Germany

Grepf Retain
Italy Canada
22%
Foreign-born pop.

THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_2/images/img4.jpg
Population-adjusted prosperity relative to immigration

Billions in GDP per million residents

$80

Japan

China
Brazil

India
0
0

Sources: World Bank, U.N.

us.
Germany Canada
Great Britain
France
Italy
22%

Foreign-born pop.

THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_2/images/img2_u3.jpg
GDP for the most prosperous countries

$30 TRILLION

20

10

1963 1973 1983 1993 2003 2013 2023

Source: World Bank THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_29/images/img2_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_29/images/img1_u43.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img1_u8.jpg
EAT ESS KITTEN
;l)oiz’Repwﬂﬁmon! &

"’ &





feed_0/article_31/images/img1_u46.jpg
taylorswitt © - Follow -

1 noed 1o be very tansparent abont my sctual pans for e
eloction as 8 voter The simoient way o combat
esformation  wit the tran

il b casting my vote for Kamala Hars and Tim Wtz n the
2024 ProsidentalElocton. ' voting for @kamalaharra
becauso she fights for the rghts and causes | elleve need &
warrior to champion them. | tink she s steady-handed,
aitod eador and | belove we can accompish 50 much mare
in his country f we are ed by caim and ot chaos. | was 80
heartaned and impressed by her seaction o running mata
timalz, who has been standing up for LGBTQ rights, VF,
v a woman's right o her own bady for decades.

've dona my rosearch, and fve made my choice. Your
esearchisal yours o do, and the choico s yours to make. |
also want to say, especially o first time voters: Remember
that i order to vote, you have to be registeredt | also find i's
much casior ta vote ealy. Il nk where to register and ind
early voling dates and infoin my story.

With love and hope,

Taylor Swift
Chidiess Cat Lady

: @inezandvinoodh





feed_0/article_3/images/img5_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img3_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img4_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img2_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img1_u62.jpg





feed_0/article_19/images/img1_u82.jpg





feed_0/article_23/images/img1_u35.jpg





feed_0/article_18/images/img1_u74.jpg





feed_0/article_18/images/img4_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_18/images/img5_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_18/images/img2_u41.jpg





feed_0/article_18/images/img3_u4.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img1_u40.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img1.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img4_u13.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img5_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img6_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img3_u21.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img2_u31.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img2_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img1_u77.jpg





feed_0/article_28/images/img1_u25.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img1_u27.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img4_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img5_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img6_u1.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img3_u17.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img2_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img1_u97.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img1_u20.jpg
i q___s





feed_1/article_10/images/img1_u1.png
[T A





feed_1/article_8/images/img1_u51.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img1_u92.jpg





feed_0/article_15/images/img1_u31.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img1_u58.jpg





feed_1/article_12/images/img1_u33.jpg





feed_1/article_12/images/img2_u13.jpg
o —

Welcome to the
Marketplace

The Health Insurance Marketplace V) -
15 open! Enroll now in a plan that L ]

‘covers essential benefits, —h=s

pre-xisting onditions, and more,

[Letar————






feed_3/article_13/images/img1_u12.jpg





feed_3/article_6/images/img1_u108.jpg





feed_3/article_7/images/img1_u69.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img5.png





feed_3/article_0/images/img1_u107.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img4.png





feed_3/article_1/images/img2_u2.png





feed_3/article_1/images/img3.png





feed_3/article_1/images/img7.png





feed_3/article_3/images/img2_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img6.png





feed_3/article_1/images/img1_u5.jpg





cover.jpg
The Washington
Post

Thu, 12 Sep 2024





feed_3/article_3/images/img3_u22.jpg
.,2024-09-08 10 19.25 040\
AKDN BODY 3 X6OAGHZAY-" 4






feed_3/article_3/images/img1_u44.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img3_u15.jpg





feed_7/article_6/images/img1_u30.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img1_u68.jpg





feed_7/article_7/images/img1_u60.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img2.jpg
(8-1:
s‘m&ﬂ\ 5






feed_3/article_4/images/img1_u75.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img1_u72.jpg





feed_3/article_4/images/img2_u23.jpg
'.'.-.‘.-.‘

h éS%iEIM
U Y 4 ,é I ' @
P18
‘S —— ROBERT TRENT JONES

Ol HEIM GOLF CLUB 2024





feed_3/article_8/images/img1_u83.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img1_u39.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_7/article_8/images/img1_u52.jpg





feed_3/article_10/images/img1_u49.jpg





feed_7/article_4/images/img1_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img6_u5.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img3_u5.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img8_u1.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img1_u91.jpg





feed_3/article_10/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_7/article_5/images/img1_u79.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img5_u11.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img1_u29.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img2_u16.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img11.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img10.jpg





feed_6/article_6/images/img1_u54.jpg





feed_3/article_12/images/img3_u9.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img5_u5.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img1_u41.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img3_u12.jpg





feed_3/article_12/images/img2_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_0/images/img4_u5.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img9_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_11/images/img2_u10.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img7_u3.jpg





feed_6/article_11/images/img1_u78.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img4_u6.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img1_u48.jpg





feed_0/article_24/images/img3_u16.jpg
Ages of the victims of Sept. 11

150 mBER OF ViCTIMS

Average: 40.2

100

Age at death

50

AGE 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

50

Age they would
have been in 2024

100

150
Source: Wikipedia THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_24/images/img1_u98.jpg





feed_0/article_24/images/img2_u24.jpg
U.S. population by age and gender

AGE
0
Relative to
Sept. 11
0 30%
not born
20
7%
too young
30
40
50
60
64%
old enough
70
80
90
100 -

2.5 million 2.5 million
Source: Census Bureau THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_12/images/img1_u28.jpg
i A





feed_2/article_7/images/img4_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img1_u57.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img7.jpg





feed_9/article_11/images/img1_u67.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img6_u2.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img2_u37.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img3_u20.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img3_u6.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img2_u14.jpg





feed_9/article_7/images/img2_u18.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img5_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img1_u84.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img1_u10.jpg





feed_9/article_13/images/img1_u70.jpg





feed_6/article_1/images/img1_u50.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img2_u6.jpg





feed_3/article_12/images/img1_u87.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img1_u96.jpg
)

’;!' ‘!TWJ '."_i
s =\





feed_9/article_6/images/img5.jpg





feed_2/article_1/images/img2_u3.png
73\
Nice Day!





feed_2/article_1/images/img1_u16.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img1_u14.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img1_u95.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img7_u1.jpg
U./u,///“

etk x. Eraianid

e //r“/ ~7
axronal

'(...nnu('\
Xeo (a(\s*






feed_9/article_6/images/img3_u14.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img5_u13.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img4_u12.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img3_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_8/images/img2_u30.jpg





feed_6/article_8/images/img1_u19.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img2_u28.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img3_u19.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img2_u22.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img4_u15.jpg





feed_9/article_6/images/img2_u11.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img2_u5.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img8_u2.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img1_u15.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img6_u8.jpg





feed_9/article_7/images/img1_u53.jpg





mastheadImage.jpg
@he Washington Post





feed_2/article_2/images/img1_u6.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img1_u55.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img1_u47.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img2_u27.jpg
ORLANDO WHITFIELD

Gin‘"r FRS





feed_6/article_9/images/img1_u22.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img3.jpg
NO MURDER IS
BY THE BOOK.

¥ SWANSON





feed_9/article_3/images/img2_u43.jpg





feed_5/article_7/images/img2_u1.png
T Voto





feed_9/article_3/images/img1_u7.jpg





feed_2/article_3/images/img1_u21.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img1_u76.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img2_u38.jpg





feed_6/article_2/images/img1_u104.jpg





feed_6/article_10/images/img2_u15.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img4_u4.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img2.png
NBM 2.5 km Init 182 11 Sep 2024 « Daily High/Low Temperature (‘F)
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport « KDCA [38.8521 N, 77.0377° W, 15ft elev]
Grid [38.8441°N, 77.0322'W, Oft elev, 0.63mi to the SSE (151.7)']

85
8
- 83
o
65 66
] [[62 64
I3
g
£
g
€ w
»
125ep  13Sep  14Sep  15Sep  165ep  175¢p _ 18Sep _ 195ep _ 20Sep  21Sep  2256p
T m sat Sun on Tue e Th i st Sun






feed_2/article_5/images/img1_u23.jpg





feed_6/article_10/images/img1_u89.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img5_u4.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img1_u59.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img1_u38.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img4_u16.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img4_u7.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img1_u64.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img5_u7.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img5_u10.jpg





feed_9/article_8/images/img2_u39.jpg





feed_5/article_7/images/img1_u88.jpg





feed_1/article_11/images/img1_u37.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img2_u19.jpg
N\ L 16 )
Harri and Trunm

debate over

abortion rights






feed_9/article_4/images/img6.jpg





feed_1/article_7/images/img1_u11.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img3_u24.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img3_u23.jpg





feed_5/article_6/images/img1_u86.jpg





feed_1/article_15/images/img1_u102.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img2_u33.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_9/article_10/images/img5_u6.jpg





feed_9/article_10/images/img1_u80.jpg





feed_1/article_18/images/img1_u63.jpg
THAT WAS WHERE "'

ALSO, Ol AT

)





feed_5/article_3/images/img7_u4.jpg





feed_9/article_10/images/img4_u2.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img5_u2.jpg





feed_9/article_10/images/img7_u2.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img1_u109.jpg





feed_5/article_1/images/img1_u18.jpg





feed_9/article_8/images/img1_u99.jpg





feed_1/article_0/images/img1_u36.jpg





feed_5/article_1/images/img2_u7.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img3_u13.jpg





feed_9/article_10/images/img6_u3.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img4_u14.jpg





feed_9/article_10/images/img3_u8.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img2_u20.jpg





feed_9/article_10/images/img2_u42.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img1_u81.jpg
In the future, phones will be able |
to fold smaller and

smaller
% } ol
?

Try ok to
Iose yours
when s

on silent

mode.

In what were once hinterlands

< s

You'll now have enhanced connechivit
and be fully accessibie on email

oiNess

T

Al-driven assistonts will
learn to make decisions and
automate tasks for you

0F BookING:
You A

HatReUT,

JASON.






feed_5/article_3/images/img6_u4.jpg





feed_9/article_10/images/img8_u3.jpg





feed_9/article_12/images/img3_u11.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img2_u29.jpg





feed_9/article_12/images/img1_u45.jpg





feed_9/article_2/images/img2_u25.jpg





feed_5/article_4/images/img1_u73.jpg





feed_9/article_2/images/img1_u93.jpg





feed_5/article_5/images/img1_u34.jpg





feed_9/article_12/images/img2_u40.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img1.png





feed_9/article_9/images/img1_u85.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img3_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_15/images/img1_u103.jpg





feed_8/article_3/images/img2_u21.jpg





feed_4/article_2/images/img1_u94.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img4_u9.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img1_u56.jpg
0:41:31






feed_8/article_11/images/img1_u90.jpg





feed_3/article_11/images/img1_u65.jpg





feed_8/article_1/images/img2_u35.jpg





feed_8/article_1/images/img1_u32.jpg





feed_8/article_0/images/img1_u4.jpg





feed_8/article_3/images/img8.jpg





feed_8/article_3/images/img4_u11.jpg





feed_8/article_3/images/img9.jpg
ST
<
<
<
S

NN
NN N G
\

N

> <<
X <
N S

i@

>
>
22
o
>z

> 5
>

pra
Pz
<
pzs
<
pLs
<<
<<






feed_8/article_3/images/img6_u6.jpg





feed_8/article_3/images/img3_u18.jpg





feed_8/article_3/images/img1_u26.jpg





feed_8/article_3/images/img7_u5.jpg





feed_8/article_3/images/img5_u14.jpg





feed_8/article_4/images/img1_u42.jpg





feed_8/article_2/images/img1_u66.jpg





feed_8/article_8/images/img1_u13.jpg





feed_8/article_9/images/img1_u105.jpg





