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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump pumps his fist as he arrives to speak at a campaign event at Nassau Coliseum, Wednesday, Sept.18, 2024, in Uniondale, N.Y. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) leadership conference, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Oprah Winfrey speaks during the Democratic National Convention Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Both major presidential candidates are making appearances Thursday meant to fire up their core supporters, with Vice President Kamala Harris participating in a livestream with Oprah Winfrey and Donald Trump attending an event with prominent Jewish donors before addressing a gathering of the Israeli-American Council.
Winfrey, who has endorsed Harris and spoke at the Democratic convention in August, is set to host a two-hour "Unite for America" nighttime streaming session in Michigan with Harris that organizers say aims to highlight dozens of grassroots groups backing the vice president.
Trump will be in Washington to address a "Fighting Anti-Semitism in America" evening event with Miriam Adelson, a co-owner of the NBA's Dallas Mavericks and widow of billionaire casino magnate Sheldon Adelson, who founded the Las Vegas Sands casino and was one of the Republican Party's largest donors. 

    


Trump will also speak before the Israeli-American Council, a nonprofit long backed by Sheldon Adelson as well as Haim Saban, a major donor to President Joe Biden and Democratic causes. The council is holding its national convention in the weeks before the first anniversary of Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks on Israel, which sparked the war in Gaza. 




On Friday, Harris has campaign stops planned in swing states Wisconsin and Georgia as she calls attention to the case of a young mother who died after waiting 20 hours for a hospital to treat her complications from an abortion pill. Harris contends that outcome shows the consequences of Trump's actions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Amber Thurman's death, first reported Monday by ProPublica, came two weeks after Georgia's strict abortion ban was enacted in 2022 after the Supreme Court's decision to overturn nationwide abortion rights. Trump nominated three of the justices who made that decision.
Trump has a Saturday rally set in battleground North Carolina. 

    


Thursday's campaign stops follow the Federal Reserve cutting its benchmark interest rate by an unusually large half-point. That marked a dramatic shift after more than two years of high rates that helped tame inflation but also made borrowing painfully expensive for American consumers.
With the presidential election less than seven weeks away, the move has the potential to scramble the economic landscape just as Americans prepare to vote. Campaigning in New York on Wednesday, Trump said, "I guess it shows the economy is very bad to cut it by that much, assuming they're not just playing politics."
Asked about potential political influence of a rate cut so close to Election Day, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the Biden administration has been "very clear about this and very respectful of the independence of the Federal Reserve."
"Unlike other administrations, we've been, I think, pretty steadfast about that, and have been continuous in making that clear," she added, without naming Trump and his past public criticism of the Fed or his suggestions during the campaign that presidents should have more authority over the central bank.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/harris-trump-oprah-winfrey-miriam-adelson-f9384395f54a0d071ab52bca80d3659e
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            Walkie-talkies and solar equipment exploded in Beirut and other parts of Lebanon on Wednesday in an apparent second wave of attacks targeting devices a day after pagers used by Hezbollah blew up, state media and officials for the militant group said.
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            Hezbollah's leader said Sunday that the group delayed its response for the killing of one of their commanders in Beirut to give a chance for potential ceasefire negotiations. Speaking in a video broadcast on the Hezbollah-controlled Al Manar TV, Hassan Nasrallah said that the group had been ready since "after the funeral of commander Mohsen".
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            A woman holds a picture of a Hezbollah member who was killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mourners carry the coffins of victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah fighters salute as they stand next to the coffins of four victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            This video grab shows a walkie-talkie that was exploded inside a house, in Baalbek, east Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 16 | 
            Lebanese soldiers stand guard as their comrades prepare to detonate a walkie-talkie that was found at the parking of the American University Hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A boy cries during the funeral procession of two Hezbollah members in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah members carry the coffins of two of their comrades who were killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, during a funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Police tape cordons off the area as security members and an explosive specialist investigate a suspicious device in Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            11 of 16 | 
            Hezbollah members attend the funeral of two of their comrades who were killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, during a funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            12 of 16 | 
            A girl cries during the funeral procession of two Hezbollah members, killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man mourns during the funeral procession of two Hezbollah members, killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah members carry the coffin of their comrade who was killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, during a funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People watch the speech of Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah on a tv screen as they sit in a cafe in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            16 of 16 | 
            Israelis take cover next to a shelter as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Nahariya, northern Israel, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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                                    Walkie-talkies and solar equipment exploded in Beirut and other parts of Lebanon on Wednesday in an apparent second wave of attacks targeting devices a day after pagers used by Hezbollah blew up, state media and officials for the militant group said.
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                                    Hezbollah's leader said Sunday that the group delayed its response for the killing of one of their commanders in Beirut to give a chance for potential ceasefire negotiations. Speaking in a video broadcast on the Hezbollah-controlled Al Manar TV, Hassan Nasrallah said that the group had been ready since "after the funeral of commander Mohsen".
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            A woman holds a picture of a Hezbollah member who was killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mourners carry the coffins of victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah fighters salute as they stand next to the coffins of four victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            This video grab shows a walkie-talkie that was exploded inside a house, in Baalbek, east Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            Lebanese soldiers stand guard as their comrades prepare to detonate a walkie-talkie that was found at the parking of the American University Hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A boy cries during the funeral procession of two Hezbollah members in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah members carry the coffins of two of their comrades who were killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, during a funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Police tape cordons off the area as security members and an explosive specialist investigate a suspicious device in Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Hezbollah members attend the funeral of two of their comrades who were killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, during a funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A girl cries during the funeral procession of two Hezbollah members, killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            A man mourns during the funeral procession of two Hezbollah members, killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Hezbollah members carry the coffin of their comrade who was killed on Wednesday when a handheld device exploded, during a funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            People watch the speech of Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah on a tv screen as they sit in a cafe in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Israelis take cover next to a shelter as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Nahariya, northern Israel, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- The leader of Hezbollah vowed to keep up daily strikes on Israel despite this week's mass bombing attack on its communication devices, and said Israelis displaced by the fighting from homes near the Lebanon border would not be able to return until the war in Gaza ends.

Hezbollah and Israel launched fresh attacks across the border as Hassan Nasrallah spoke for the first time since the deadly device bombings he described as a "severe blow" -- and for which he promised to retaliate.

The two-days of attacks targeting thousands of Hezbollah pagers and walkie-talkies have been widely blamed on Israel, heightening fears that 11 months of near-daily exchanges of fire between Hezbollah and Israel will escalate into all-out war.





    



During the speech, Hezbollah struck at least four times in northern Israel, and two Israeli soldiers were killed in a strike earlier on Thursday. Israeli warplanes flew low over Beirut while Nasrallah spoke and broke the sound barrier, scattering birds and prompting people in houses and offices to quickly open windows to prevent them from shattering. 

Israel also launched attacks in southern Lebanon on Thursday, though it was not immediately clear if there were any casualties.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


In recent weeks, Israeli leaders have stepped-up warnings of a potential larger military operation against Hezbollah, saying they are determined to stop the group's fire to allow tens of thousands of Israelis to return to homes near the border.

In a Thursday briefing, the Israeli defense minister said Hezbollah would "pay an increasing price" as Israel seeks to make conditions near its border with Lebanon safe enough for residents displaced by the fighting to return.

    



"The sequence of our military actions will continue," he said.

The attack using electronic devices appeared to be the culmination of a monthslong operation by Israel to target as many Hezbollah members as possible all at once -- but civilians were also hit. At least 37 people were killed, including two children, and some 3,000 wounded in the explosions Tuesday and Wednesday.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Hezbollah leader vows retaliation against Israel for attacks on devices as both sides trade strikes
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on a second wave of exploding devices in Lebanon.

    


Nasrallah said the group is investigating how the bombings were carried out. 

"Yes, we were subjected to a huge and severe blow," he said. "The enemy crossed all boundaries and red lines," he said. Pointing to the number of pagers and walkie-talkies, he accused Israel of intending to kill thousands of people at one time. "The enemy will face a severe and fair punishment from where they expect and don't expect."

He said Hezbollah will continue its barrages into northern Israel as long as the war in Gaza continues, vowing that Israel will not be able to bring its people back to the border region. "The only way is stop the aggression on the people of Gaza and the West Bank," he said. "either strikes, nor assassinations nor an all-out war will achieve that." 

    



Earlier Thursday, Hezbollah said it had targeted three Israeli military positions near the border, two of them with drones. Israeli hospitals reported eight people lightly or moderately injured. Overnight, the miltiary said it struck several militant sites in southern Lebanon,

Hezbollah says its near daily fire is a show of support for Hamas. Israel's 11-month-old war with Hamas in Gaza began after its militants led the Oct. 7 attack on Israel.

Israel has responded to Hezbollah's fire with strikes in southern Lebanon, and has struck senior figures from the group in the capital Beirut. The exchanges have killed hundreds in Lebanon and dozens in Israel and forced the evacuation of tens of thousands of residents on each side of the border. 

Israel and Hezbollah have repeatedly pulled back from an all-out war under heavy pressure from the United States, France and other countries.

    



But in their recent warnings, Israeli leaders have said they are determined to change the status quo dramatically. 

Speaking to Israeli troops on Wednesday, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said, "We are at the start of a new phase in the war -- it requires courage, determination and perseverance." He made no mention of the exploding devices but praised the work of Israel's army and security agencies, saying "the results are very impressive."

Gallant said that after months of fighting Hamas in Gaza, "the center of gravity is shifting to the north by diverting resources and forces."

Israel began moving more troops to its border with Lebanon on Wednesday as a precautionary measure, Israeli officials said. Israel's army chief, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, said plans have been drawn up for additional action against Hezbollah, though media reported the government has not yet decided whether to launch a major offensive in Lebanon.

Lebanon is still reeling from the deadly device attacks of Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The explosions have rattled anxious Lebanese fearing a full-scale war. The Lebanese Army said it has been locating and detonating suspicious pagers and communication devices, while the country's civil aviation authorities banned pagers and walkie-talkies on all airplanes departing from Beirut's international airport until further notice. 

The attack was likely to severely disrupt Hezbollah's internal communication as it scrambles to determine safe means to talk to each other. Hezbollah announced the death of five combatants Thursday, but didn't specify if they were killed in the explosions or on the front lines.

The blasts went off wherever the holders of the pagers or walkie-talkies happened to be in multiple parts of Beirut and eastern and southern Lebanon -- in homes and cars, grocery stores and cafes and on the street, even at a funeral for some killed in the bombings, often with family and other bystanders nearby. 

Many suffered gaping wounds on their legs, abdomens and faces or were maimed in the hand. Tuesday's pager blasts killed 12 people, including two children, and wounded some 2,300 others. The following day's explosion killed 25 and wounded more than 600, Health Minister Firas Abiad said, giving updated figures. 

Abiad told reporters that Wednesday's injuries were more severe than the previous day as walkie-talkies that exploded were bigger than the pagers. He praised Lebanon's hospitals, saying they had managed to deal with the flood of wounded within hours. "It was an indiscriminate attack. It was a war crime," he said.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives to speak at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) leadership conference, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, speaks during a campaign event, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Uniondale, N.Y. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Until recently, Lillian Dunsmuir of Bullhead City, Arizona, "didn't really think about" Kamala Harris and had no opinion of the vice president. But now she likes what she's seeing.

"She's funny. I think she's very smart. She can speak well," said Dunsmuir, a 58-year-old real estate agent. "I would feel safe with her because I think she can handle herself with foreign leaders. I like her because she's for pro-choice, and so am I."

Voters view Harris slightly more favorably than they did in July, just after President Joe Biden dropped out of the race, according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. The Democratic presidential nominee is now seen more positively than negatively. Former President Donald Trump's favorability ratings remained steady, although the poll was conducted prior to the apparent assassination attempt of the Republican nominee on his golf course in Florida on Sunday.





    



According to the survey, about half of voters have a somewhat or very positive view of Harris, and 44% have a somewhat or very negative view. That's a small shift since late July, just after Biden dropped out of the race, when views of Harris were slightly more unfavorable than favorable. Six in 10 voters, meanwhile, have a somewhat or very unfavorable view of Trump, while about 4 in 10 have a somewhat or very favorable view of him. 

Changes in views of national figures like Biden, Trump or Harris have been rare over the past few years. Trump's favorability rating didn't budge over the course of the summer, despite a felony conviction, a close call with a would-be assassin in Pennsylvania, and a new opponent in the presidential contest. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


But Trump has prevailed in the past with similarly low favorability ratings. He won the 2016 election despite being broadly unpopular, and came close to winning in 2020 under similar conditions.

    



The survey also found that relatively small shares of voters -- around one-third -- say the phrase "would change the country for the better" describes Trump or Harris extremely or very well, suggesting that voters retain some gloom about their options in the race.

"Everyone talks about how polarized we are. I don't see the election solving that," said Sean Luebbers, a 55-year-old high school history teacher in Upland, California, who supports Harris. "I don't see Harris solving that. I think a lot of the damage has already been done, so I'm not hopeful that the election will solve that. Right now, you might call it triage. We can't make things worse."

Still, there are other signs in the poll that Harris' introduction to the country is continuing to go well. Voters are more likely to say that Harris would make a good president and that the Republican former president would not make a good president. About half of voters say that Harris would make a good president, while 36% of voters say that about Trump. And voters think Harris has a better chance of winning the election in November, though a substantial share say the candidates are equally likely to win or don't have an opinion. 

    



In another potentially promising finding for Harris, independent voters view her a little more favorably compared to Trump, although a sizable share of independents view both candidates negatively. Among independents, 3 in 10 say they don't know enough to say whether Harris would make a good president, while 1 in 10 say that about Trump, suggesting the vice president has more room to gain ground than her rival on that measure.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    



Opinions about Trump on a variety of attributes are generally more formed than opinions about Harris. About 6 in 10 voters say the phrase "will say anything to win the election" describes Trump "extremely" or "very" well. About 4 in 10 voters say that phrase describes Harris at least very well.

Voters are more likely to say "would change the country for the better" describes Harris extremely or very well. They're also more likely to see Harris over Trump as someone who would fight for people like them. 

    



Despite attempts by Trump to cast Harris as a weak alternative, voters are similarly likely to think that Trump and Harris are tough enough to be president.

"I think that was his biggest problem -- he was a strong leader and they didn't like it," Pat Brumfield, a 71-year-old retired administrator from Glenwood, West Virginia, said of Trump. That strength, she said, could benefit the country now. 

"I think that we need it," said Brumfield, who described herself as a lifelong Democrat, but said she's become disillusioned with the party and won't vote for Harris. "After almost four years of Biden barely getting around, I think it's put a black eye on the whole nation."

On both sides of the political aisle, Republican and Democratic voters have stronger feelings about their opponent than their own party's candidate. For example, Democratic voters were more likely to say that Trump would not change the country for the better or fight for people like them than they were to say Harris would do these things. 

    



Republicans are a little more divided on Trump than Democrats are on Harris on some attributes. About one-third of Republican voters say "will say anything to win the election" describes Trump very or extremely well, while only 15% of Democratic voters say that about Harris. 

Democratic voters, meanwhile, now have stronger positive feelings about Harris than Republican voters do about Trump. About 9 in 10 Democratic voters have a somewhat or very favorable view of their nominee, while about 8 in 10 Republican voters say the same about Trump.

"I think she really understands, and I think her understanding of how expensive child care is, how impossible it is for first-time homebuyers to buy anything," said Chanda Harcourt, a 54-year-old writer in Albuquerque, New Mexico, who supports Harris. "She really has a grip on it."

___

Cooper reported from Phoenix.

___

The poll of 1,771 registered voters was conducted September 12-16, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for registered voters is plus or minus 3.4 percentage points.
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            Donald Trump has maintained strong evangelical support, but grassroots groups like Evangelicals for Harris are looking to pull their fellow believers into Kamala Harris' corner by targeting voters in swing states and offering an alternate vision of their faith. (AP video by Jessie Wardarski)
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            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah speaks wth a parishoner at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah, right, speaks with Steve Hahn and his wife Kyung-Ae Kim Hahn at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)
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            Farmer and Presbyterian pastor Lee Scott pets one of the cows on his family farm, Laurel Oak Farm, in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            The Rev. Lee Scott stands in the pasture with his cows at Laurel Oak Farm in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            The Rev. Lee Scott, a longtime registered Republican who has recently endorsed Kamala Harris for president, harvests a pumpkin in the fields of his farm in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            A cow grazes in Laurel Oak Farm, owned by Rev. Lee Scott, in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Cows graze at Laurel Oak Farm in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Presbyterian pastor Lee Scott drives through the pastures of his family farm in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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                                    Donald Trump has maintained strong evangelical support, but grassroots groups like Evangelicals for Harris are looking to pull their fellow believers into Kamala Harris' corner by targeting voters in swing states and offering an alternate vision of their faith. (AP video by Jessie Wardarski)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 15

                                    
                                    Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 15 | 
            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 15

                                    
                                    Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 15 | 
            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 15

                                    
                                    Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 15 | 
            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 15

                                    
                                    Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 15 | 
            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 15

                                    
                                    Dr. Soong-Chan Rah poses at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 15 | 
            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah speaks wth a parishoner at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 15

                                    
                                    Dr. Soong-Chan Rah speaks wth a parishoner at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 15 | 
            Dr. Soong-Chan Rah, right, speaks with Steve Hahn and his wife Kyung-Ae Kim Hahn at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 15

                                    
                                    Dr. Soong-Chan Rah, right, speaks with Steve Hahn and his wife Kyung-Ae Kim Hahn at the Korean Church of Boston, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Brookline, Mass. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 15 | 
            Farmer and Presbyterian pastor Lee Scott pets one of the cows on his family farm, Laurel Oak Farm, in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 15

                                    
                                    Farmer and Presbyterian pastor Lee Scott pets one of the cows on his family farm, Laurel Oak Farm, in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 15 | 
            The Rev. Lee Scott stands in the pasture with his cows at Laurel Oak Farm in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 15

                                    
                                    The Rev. Lee Scott stands in the pasture with his cows at Laurel Oak Farm in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 15 | 
            The Rev. Lee Scott, a longtime registered Republican who has recently endorsed Kamala Harris for president, harvests a pumpkin in the fields of his farm in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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            Cows graze at Laurel Oak Farm in Butler, Pa., on Friday, Sept. 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- When the Rev. Lee Scott publicly endorsed Kamala Harris for president during the Evangelicals for Harris Zoom call on Aug. 14, the Presbyterian pastor and farmer said he was taking a risk. 
"The easy thing for us to do this year would be to keep our heads down, go to the ballot box, keep our vote secret and go about our business," Scott told the group, which garnered roughly 3,200 viewers according to organizers. "But at this time, I just can't do that."
Scott lives in Butler, Pennsylvania, the same town where a would-be assassin shot former President Donald Trump in July. Scott told The Associated Press that the attack and its impact on his community pushed him to speak out against Trump and the "vitriol" and "acceptable violence" he normalized in politics.
Trump has maintained strong support among white evangelical voters. According to AP VoteCast, a sweeping survey of the electorate, about 8 in 10 white evangelical voters cast a ballot for him in 2020. But a small and diverse coalition of evangelicals is looking to pull their fellow believers away from the former president's fold, offering not only an alternate candidate to support but an alternate vision for their faith altogether.

    


"I am tired of watching meanness, bigotry and recreational cruelty be the worldly witness of our faith," Scott said on the call. "I want transformation, and transformation is risky business."




Exploiting cracks in Trump's evangelical base
Trump has heavily courted white conservative evangelicals since his arrival on the political scene almost a decade ago. Now he is selling Trump-themed Bibles, touting the overturning of Roe v. Wade and imploring Christians to get out the vote for him. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But some evangelicals have used perceived cracks in his political fidelity to further distance themselves from the former president, especially as Trump and his surrogates have waffled over whether he would sign a federal abortion ban  should he become president.

    


The Rev. Dwight McKissic, a Baptist pastor from Texas who spoke on the Evangelicals for Harris call, said he saw no "moral superiority of one party over the other," citing the GOP's decision to "abandon a commitment to ban abortion with a constitutional amendment" and to soften its stance against same-sex marriage in its party platform.
Though he has historically voted Republican, McKissic said he would vote for Harris, whom he said has stronger character and qualifications. 
"I certainly don't agree with her on all matters of policy," said Scott, who identifies as evangelical and is ordained in the mainline Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). "I am pro-life. I am against abortion. But at the same time, she has a pro-family platform," citing Harris' education policies and promise to expand the child tax credit.
Grassroots groups like Evangelicals for Harris are hoping they can convince evangelicals who feel similarly to support Harris instead of voting for Trump or sitting out the election altogether.
With modest funding in 2020, the group, formerly known as Evangelicals for Biden, targeted evangelical voters in swing states. This election, the Rev. Jim Ball, the organization's president, said they're expanding the operation and looking to spend a million dollars on targeted advertisements.

    


While white evangelicals vote strongly Republican, not all evangelicals are a lock for the GOP, and in a tight race, every vote counts.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


In 2020, Biden won about 2 in 10 white evangelical voters, but performed better with evangelicals overall, according to AP VoteCast, winning about one-third of this group. A September AP-NORC poll found that around 6 in 10 Americans who identify as "born-again" or "evangelical" have a somewhat or very unfavorable view of Harris, but around one-third have a favorable opinion of her. The majority -- around 8 in 10 -- of white evangelicals have a negative view of Harris.
Vote Common Good, a similar group run by progressive evangelical pastor Doug Pagitt, has a simple message: Political identity and religious identity are not a package deal.

    


''There's a whole group who have become very uncomfortable voting for Trump," Pagitt said. "We're not trying to get them to change their mind. We're trying to work with them once their minds have changed to act on that change."
Working with the campaign
In August, Harris' campaign hired the Rev. Jen Butler, a Presbyterian (U.S.A.) minister and experienced faith-based organizer, to lead its religious outreach.
Butler told the AP she has been in touch with Evangelicals for Harris. With less than two months until Election Day, she wants to harness the power of grassroots groups to quickly engage even more faith voters. 
"We want to turn out our base, and we think we have some real potential here to reach folks who have voted Republican in the past," Butler said. 
They are focusing on Black Protestants and Latino evangelicals, especially in key swing states. They are reaching out to Catholics and mainline Protestants across the Rust Belt and members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Arizona and Nevada. Butler's colleagues are working with Jewish and Muslim constituencies. 

    


Catholics for Harris and Interfaith for Harris groups are launching. Mainline Protestant groups like Black Church PAC and Christians for Kamala are also campaigning on behalf of the vice president.
Butler, who grew up evangelical in Georgia, said the Harris campaign can find common ground with evangelicals, particularly suburban evangelical women. 
"There's a whole range of issues that they care about," she said, citing compassionate approaches to immigration and abortion. "They know that the way to address any pro-life concerns is really to support women." 
A tough sell
Even for evangelicals who dislike Trump, it can be difficult to support a Democrat. 
Russell Jeung, a co-founder of Stop AAPI Hate and speaker on the Evangelicals for Harris call, told AP that the group doesn't "agree with everything that Harris stands for" and that evangelicals can "hold the party accountable by being involved."
Others on the call noted they would use their vote to pressure Harris on issues where they disagreed, with Latina evangelical activist Sandra Maria Van Opstal saying she'd push the potential Harris administration "to do better on Palestine-Israel and do better on immigration."
Soong-Chan Rah, a professor of evangelism at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California, describes himself as a nonpartisan progressive evangelical and a "prophet speaking to broken systems." Though he's never endorsed a candidate before, he said the stakes of this election are so high that he wanted to throw his public support behind Harris.
"Not only do I find this candidate, Trump, repugnant and repulsive," Rah said, "it is to such an extreme that I want to endorse his opposition."
But the chorus of evangelicals who find voting for a Democrat unconscionable remains loud.
Trump-supporting evangelical worship leader Sean Feucht ridiculed the existence of Evangelicals for Harris on X: "HERETICS FOR HARRIS rings so much truer!"
The Rev. Franklin Graham, a longtime Trump supporter, took issue with one of the group's ads and its use of footage of his late father, the Rev. Billy Graham. "The liberals are using anything and everything they can to promote candidate Harris," he wrote on his public Facebook page, which has 10 million followers.
Imagining a new evangelical identity
But the project of shoring up Democratic evangelical voters goes beyond partisan politics. It gets at the core of what evangelicalism means.
The term evangelical itself is fraught and has become synonymous with the Republican Party, argues Ryan Burge, a political science professor at Eastern Illinois University.
"More people are probably evangelical theologically," said Burge, "but they're not going to grab that word because they don't vote for Trump or they're moderate or liberal."
Evangelicalism has historically referenced Christians who hold conservative theological beliefs regarding issues like the importance of the Bible and being born again. But that's changed as the term has grown more connected with Republican voters.
For many, evangelicalism has largely been defined along racial and socio-political lines and in endorsing Harris, Rah hopes to "show that there are other voices in the church aside from the religious right and Trump evangelicals."
Latasha Morrison, a speaker on the Evangelicals for Harris Zoom, told the AP that as a Black woman, "I never associated myself with the word 'evangelical' until I started attending predominantly white churches."
For years her anti-abortion views led her to vote Republican, but now the Christian author and diversity trainer says, "I feel like women and children have a better opportunity under the Harris administration than the Trump administration."
For Ball, the Evangelicals for Harris organizer, he's not looking to "tell people if they are an evangelical" or not.
"Diversity is a strength for us. We're not we're not looking for total unanimity. We're looking for unity," Ball said. "We can be united while we still have differences."
____
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration  with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/evangelicals-harris-trump-christians-vote-9d5cb379dc3c2fdb3f4954c556a29ec5
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Rampant adoption fraud separated generations of South Korean children from their families, AP finds
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            Robert Calabretta holds his baby photo from before he was adopted out of South Korea to a family in the United States, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, at his apartment in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Robert Calabretta sits for a portrait at the restaurant where he works, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Robert Calabretta rides the subway Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York, with the Empire State Building in the background. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Robert Calabretta inspects wine glasses at the restaurant where he works, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 22 | 
            Robert Calabretta, who was adopted as a baby out of South Korea to an American family, walks through his neighborhood, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Robert Calabretta, who was adopted as a baby out of South Korea to an American family, sits in his apartment, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            Robert Calabretta holds a picture of his biological mother and brother while sifting through family mementos at his apartment, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. After Calabretta was adopted as a baby to an American family, hospital officials told his mother to assume he had died. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            In this photo provided by Robert Calabretta, right, he and and his biological father, Lee Sung-soo, stand together for a photo while on a visit in Daegu, South Korea, in August of 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic. (Courtesy Robert Calabretta via AP)
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            Robert Calabretta holds a letter written to him by his biological father while sifting through family mementos at his apartment, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            A photo magnet of Robert Calabretta, second from right, when he reunited with his biological mother, left, and siblings, decorates his apartment, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in New York. He prefers his new name now: Hanil Lee. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            11 of 22 | 
            Han Tae-soon, sits for a photo with a computer tablet displaying an old photo of her daughter, at her home in Anyang, South Korea, Saturday, June 1, 2024. Han's daughter went missing and she searched for her for years, only to discover later she'd been adopted to the United States. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            12 of 22 | 
            A photo book sits in the home of Han Tae-soon in Anyang, South Korea, on Saturday, June 1, 2024. Han's daughter, Laurie Bender, third from right sitting next to Han, made her the album to celebrate their reunion. Bender was approached by a strange woman while playing in the front yard in Korea in 1975. She remembers the woman saying that Bender's family didn't want her anymore because her mother had another baby. She went with the woman and felt so sad she thought she might die. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            13 of 22 | 
            Han Tae-soon, who believed her daughter had been missing for years before discovering she had been adopted by a family in the United States, shows messages exchanged between her and her granddaughter, the child of her once-missing daughter, Laurie Bender, in Anyang, South Korea, Saturday, June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 22 | 
            Han Tae-soon, who believed her daughter had been missing for years before discovering she had been adopted by a family in the United States, stands for a portrait at her home in Anyang, South Korea, Saturday, June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            15 of 22 | 
            Han Tae-soon's notebook sits on a table at her home in Anyang, South Korea, Saturday, June 1, 2024. Han, who is in her 70s, has notebooks feverishly annotated with English translations, written during countless hours trying to learn her daughter's language. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            16 of 22 | 
            Robyn Joy Park, an adoptee from South Korea, stands for a photo at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            17 of 22 | 
            Robyn Joy Park, an adoptee from South Korea, walks through her home after the birth of her first child, in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            18 of 22 | 
            Michaela Dietz, an adoptee from South Korea, holds a baby photo of Robyn Joy Park, who was also adopted from South Korea as an infant and whose identity was switched, next to Park's newborn daughter, Rae, while visiting Park at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. Park hasn't found her real parents. She thinks often of the girl whose identity she was given, and wonders: what happened to her? (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            19 of 22 | 
            Robyn Joy Park, holds her newborn daughter, Rae, at her home in Pasadena, Calif., as she greets her friend, Michaela Dietz, Friday, April 19, 2024. Both women are adoptees from South Korea, and both learned the identities listed on their adoption paperwork actually belonged to other children. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            20 of 22 | 
            Robyn Joy Park reads a card offering best wishes and advice for her daughter, Rae, at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. The card was written by the daughter of Michaela Dietz. Park and Dietz were both adopted as children from South Korea, and later learned their identities were switched with other children. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            21 of 22 | 
            Robyn Joy Park, an adoptee from South Korea, kisses her newborn daughter, Rae, on the forehead at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            22 of 22 | 
            Robyn Joy Park, an adoptee from South Korea, gently pats her newborn daughter, Rae, at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            1 of 22 | 
            Robert Calabretta holds his baby photo from before he was adopted out of South Korea to a family in the United States, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, at his apartment in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                    Robert Calabretta holds his baby photo from before he was adopted out of South Korea to a family in the United States, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, at his apartment in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            2 of 22 | 
            Robert Calabretta sits for a portrait at the restaurant where he works, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                    Robert Calabretta sits for a portrait at the restaurant where he works, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            3 of 22 | 
            Robert Calabretta rides the subway Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York, with the Empire State Building in the background. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                    Robert Calabretta rides the subway Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York, with the Empire State Building in the background. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            4 of 22 | 
            Robert Calabretta inspects wine glasses at the restaurant where he works, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                    Robert Calabretta inspects wine glasses at the restaurant where he works, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            5 of 22 | 
            Robert Calabretta, who was adopted as a baby out of South Korea to an American family, walks through his neighborhood, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                    Robert Calabretta, who was adopted as a baby out of South Korea to an American family, walks through his neighborhood, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            6 of 22 | 
            Robert Calabretta, who was adopted as a baby out of South Korea to an American family, sits in his apartment, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                    Robert Calabretta, who was adopted as a baby out of South Korea to an American family, sits in his apartment, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            7 of 22 | 
            Robert Calabretta holds a picture of his biological mother and brother while sifting through family mementos at his apartment, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. After Calabretta was adopted as a baby to an American family, hospital officials told his mother to assume he had died. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                    Robert Calabretta holds a picture of his biological mother and brother while sifting through family mementos at his apartment, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. After Calabretta was adopted as a baby to an American family, hospital officials told his mother to assume he had died. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            8 of 22 | 
            In this photo provided by Robert Calabretta, right, he and and his biological father, Lee Sung-soo, stand together for a photo while on a visit in Daegu, South Korea, in August of 2020, during the COVID-19 pandemic. (Courtesy Robert Calabretta via AP)
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            9 of 22 | 
            Robert Calabretta holds a letter written to him by his biological father while sifting through family mementos at his apartment, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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                                    Robert Calabretta holds a letter written to him by his biological father while sifting through family mementos at his apartment, Thursday, Feb. 15, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            10 of 22 | 
            A photo magnet of Robert Calabretta, second from right, when he reunited with his biological mother, left, and siblings, decorates his apartment, Friday, Feb. 16, 2024, in New York. He prefers his new name now: Hanil Lee. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            11 of 22 | 
            Han Tae-soon, sits for a photo with a computer tablet displaying an old photo of her daughter, at her home in Anyang, South Korea, Saturday, June 1, 2024. Han's daughter went missing and she searched for her for years, only to discover later she'd been adopted to the United States. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            12 of 22 | 
            A photo book sits in the home of Han Tae-soon in Anyang, South Korea, on Saturday, June 1, 2024. Han's daughter, Laurie Bender, third from right sitting next to Han, made her the album to celebrate their reunion. Bender was approached by a strange woman while playing in the front yard in Korea in 1975. She remembers the woman saying that Bender's family didn't want her anymore because her mother had another baby. She went with the woman and felt so sad she thought she might die. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            13 of 22 | 
            Han Tae-soon, who believed her daughter had been missing for years before discovering she had been adopted by a family in the United States, shows messages exchanged between her and her granddaughter, the child of her once-missing daughter, Laurie Bender, in Anyang, South Korea, Saturday, June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            14 of 22 | 
            Han Tae-soon, who believed her daughter had been missing for years before discovering she had been adopted by a family in the United States, stands for a portrait at her home in Anyang, South Korea, Saturday, June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    Han Tae-soon, who believed her daughter had been missing for years before discovering she had been adopted by a family in the United States, stands for a portrait at her home in Anyang, South Korea, Saturday, June 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            15 of 22 | 
            Han Tae-soon's notebook sits on a table at her home in Anyang, South Korea, Saturday, June 1, 2024. Han, who is in her 70s, has notebooks feverishly annotated with English translations, written during countless hours trying to learn her daughter's language. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            16 of 22 | 
            Robyn Joy Park, an adoptee from South Korea, stands for a photo at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    Robyn Joy Park, an adoptee from South Korea, stands for a photo at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Robyn Joy Park, an adoptee from South Korea, walks through her home after the birth of her first child, in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    Robyn Joy Park, an adoptee from South Korea, walks through her home after the birth of her first child, in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            18 of 22 | 
            Michaela Dietz, an adoptee from South Korea, holds a baby photo of Robyn Joy Park, who was also adopted from South Korea as an infant and whose identity was switched, next to Park's newborn daughter, Rae, while visiting Park at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. Park hasn't found her real parents. She thinks often of the girl whose identity she was given, and wonders: what happened to her? (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            19 of 22 | 
            Robyn Joy Park, holds her newborn daughter, Rae, at her home in Pasadena, Calif., as she greets her friend, Michaela Dietz, Friday, April 19, 2024. Both women are adoptees from South Korea, and both learned the identities listed on their adoption paperwork actually belonged to other children. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    Robyn Joy Park, holds her newborn daughter, Rae, at her home in Pasadena, Calif., as she greets her friend, Michaela Dietz, Friday, April 19, 2024. Both women are adoptees from South Korea, and both learned the identities listed on their adoption paperwork actually belonged to other children. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            20 of 22 | 
            Robyn Joy Park reads a card offering best wishes and advice for her daughter, Rae, at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. The card was written by the daughter of Michaela Dietz. Park and Dietz were both adopted as children from South Korea, and later learned their identities were switched with other children. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Robyn Joy Park, an adoptee from South Korea, kisses her newborn daughter, Rae, on the forehead at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Robyn Joy Park, an adoptee from South Korea, gently pats her newborn daughter, Rae, at her home in Pasadena, Calif., Friday, April 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- As the plane descended into Seoul, Robert Calabretta swaddled himself in a blanket, his knees tucked into his chest like a baby in the womb. A single tear ran down his cheek.
The 34-year-old felt like a newborn -- he was about to meet his parents for the first time since he was 3 days old.
Most of his life, he thought they'd abandoned him for adoption to the United States. When he finally found them, he learned the truth: The origin story on his adoption paperwork was a lie. Instead, he said, his parents were told in 1986 that their infant was very sick and they thought he had died.
"I am so sorry," his birth father had written when they found each other, his words interrupted by fits of weeping. "I miss you. How did you endure this cruel world?"
Calabretta is among a growing and vocal community of victims of an adoption system they accuse of searching out children for would-be parents, rather than finding parents for vulnerable children -- sometimes with devastating consequences only surfacing today.
South Korea's government, Western countries and adoption agencies worked in tandem to supply some 200,000 Korean children to parents overseas, despite years of evidence they were being procured through questionable or downright unscrupulous means, an investigation led by The Associated Press found. Those children grew up and searched for their roots -- and some realized they are not who they were told.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Their stories have sparked a reckoning that is rocking the international adoption industry, which was built in South Korea and spread around the world. European countries have launched investigations and halted international adoption. The South Korean government has accepted a fact-finding commission under pressure from adoptees, and hundreds have submitted their cases for review.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
 

    
        
    



            

        

    

The AP investigation, done in collaboration with Frontline (PBS), was based on interviews with more than 80 adoptees in the U.S., Australia and six European countries, along with parents, agency employees, humanitarian workers and government officials. It also drew on more than 100 information requests and thousands of pages of documents -- including many never publicly seen before and some the AP got declassified -- from courts, archives, government files and adoption papers.
In dozens of cases AP examined with Frontline, it found: Children were kidnapped off the streets and sent abroad. Parents claim they were told their newborns were dead or too sick to survive, only to have them shipped away. Documents were fabricated to give children identities that belonged to somebody else, leading adoptees to anguished reunions with supposed parents -- to later discover they were not related at all.
The agencies and governments each played a part in keeping the baby pipeline pumping. Adoption agencies created a competitive market for children and paid hospitals to supply them, documents show. The South Korean government not only knew of fraudulent practices but designed laws to speed up the exportation of children it deemed undesirable. Western governments turned a blind eye, sometimes even pressuring South Korea for children, while promoting the narrative that they were saving orphans with no other options.
Calabretta doesn't believe he was saved; he believes he was stolen. And many in his network of adult adoptees believe they were, too.
Advocates say the vast majority of adoptions are honest and end well. But it is impossible to know how many adoptions are fraudulent because unreliable documents prevent adoptees from finding their birth families and learning the truth. Government data obtained by AP shows less than a fifth of 15,000 adoptees like Calabretta, who have asked South Korea for help with family searches since 2012, have managed to reunite with relatives.
In 2019, a Korean government agency told Calabretta they had found his father. He pictured himself as a rock on a beach, with two waves crashing over it. The first was joy -- he had been loved. The other was fury that something profound had been taken from him.
"You're constantly in flux between two worlds," he said, "the one you could have and should have been in, and the one where you are."
"A baby factory"
Adoptions from South Korea peaked in the 1980s, fueled by the government, just as Calabretta's parents arrived at the hospital with a blanket in which to carry their firstborn son home.
The adoption industry had grown out of the wreckage of the Korean War in the 1950s, when Americans took in the unwanted biracial children born of Korean women and Western soldiers. As it clawed its way out of post-war poverty, South Korea continued to rely on private adoption agencies as its social safety net, bringing millions of dollars into the economy and saving even more by never building its own child welfare program.
Meanwhile, in the West, the number of adoptable babies plummeted because of access to birth control and abortion. The desires of two cultures collided: couples in wealthy nations desperately wanted babies, and South Korea desperately wanted to rid itself of mouths to feed.
As the supply of biracial babies dwindled, South Korea turned to those it saw as unwelcome citizens: fully-Korean children of poor families and unwed mothers. 
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Korean officials fit their laws to match American ones to make children adoptable for what some deride as "baby diplomacy" to satisfy Western demand. The government endorsed "proxy adoptions," for families to adopt children quickly without ever visiting Korea, meeting them by the planeloads at American airports.
In an internal memo from 1966 obtained by AP, International Social Service, a Geneva-based organization, wrote that it suspected the Korean government assessed agencies not by child welfare standards, but by the money they brought in.
"There is quite a bit of rivalry and competition among the different agencies, and it is not beyond agencies to bribe or pressure mothers for the release of these children, and not beyond agencies to try to compete with each other for the same child," officials noted in the document, now at the agency's archives at the University of Minnesota Libraries.
In 1976, Patricia Nye, east Asia director for ISS, concluded in a memo that the South Korean government was "entirely irresponsible." What was happening, she wrote, was "close to being scandalous, the mass exportation of children, Korea has been called a baby factory."

    


Nye, who has died, said publicly on a BBC program called "A Traffic in Babies," that Korean adoptions had "gone out of control."
"We are not talking about little pets or pieces of wood," Nye said into the camera. "It's almost like a trade in children ... Asian children flowing from Asia to Europe and North America."
The Korean government tried to downplay the concerns. Documents reveal an official insisted the show -- which described the country's adoption program as "baby wholesaling" -- actually depicted it as "organized and well-managed."
In December 1976, the government facilitated a new law that widened the legal definition of adoptable children, removed judicial oversight and granted vast powers to the heads of private agencies.
The government empowered four agencies to handle most adoptions: Holt Children's Services, which had pioneered sending Korean children to the U.S., and three others, Eastern Social Welfare Society, Korea Welfare Services and Korea Social Service. A 1983 Health Ministry audit cited all four agencies and accused Holt of providing larger-than-allowed payments to impoverished birth mothers. The ministry's response was to issue a "warning."
Records show that officials were aware of a laundry list of dubious practices in the industry: lost children were documented as abandoned; the origins of alleged orphans weren't verified; some were "disguised" by agencies as being born from unwed mothers to make them adoptable, according to Health Ministry records seen by AP. In the early 1980s, the government itself likened the agencies' child-hunting practices to "trafficking." At a meeting in 1982, documents show, the ministry admitted to child "intake" problems and cautioned agencies to improve their practices to avoid the appearance of "trafficking, profiteering." Yet the government still called for "as many adoptions as possible."
Calabretta was taken from the Red Cross Hospital in Daegu in 1986. His father, Lee Sung-soo, said an administrator told him his son had serious lung and heart problems. The family didn't have a lot of money. The only option, the administrator said, was a high-risk and very expensive surgery that could leave the baby dead or severely disabled.

    


She advised Lee to relinquish his son to Holt, which would pay for the surgery and find a home for a disabled child if he survived.
Lee said he signed the paper, believing it was the only way to save his son, and wept. The AP could not verify Lee's account -- the hospital closed and its records were destroyed. Information obtained through a records request show that 470 children born in that hospital were adopted during the 80s and 90s.
"It felt like the sky was falling," Lee said. "I felt like my heart was being ripped apart."
By then, agencies were procuring most of their children directly from hospitals and maternity homes, which often received illegal payments for babies, records show. Though the stated intention of adoption was to spare children from orphanages, they gathered more than 4,600 children from hospitals in 1988, 60% of their supply.
"In paying rewards for childbirth delivery costs to hospitals, maternity homes, local administrative offices and others when acquiring children for adoption," the Health Ministry wrote in 1988, "the social welfare institutions (agencies) have lost their morality and have descended to become trafficking institutions."
A government audit the following year shows that Holt made nearly 100 illegal payments to hospitals during six months in 1988, worth about $16,000 now. Eastern Social Welfare Society gave even more, now worth about $64,000, to hospitals over that period.
The South Korean government declined to answer questions about its responsibility for the past, saying it will let the fact-finding commission finish its work. In a statement, the Health Ministry acknowledged that skyrocketing adoptions in the 1970s-80s were possibly driven by an intent to reduce welfare spending to balance cuts in foreign aid.
Lee Moo-ja, a retired local official in Boryeong city, recalled a sense of helplessness during the 1980s. Abandoned children were supposed to be reported to city officials, who would assign them to an orphanage, she said. But instead, agencies were directly scooping them up, and the pleading letters she sent to hospitals went nowhere.
The national government wasn't interested in enforcement, she said, leaving local officials like her powerless to stop it.
Calabretta's parents felt powerless too; they got onto an elevator with other couples holding their newborn children. All they had was the empty blanket. 
___
"Is this really all for children?"
With the government on their side, agencies raced against time for children.
Employees were told to process them as quickly as they could, said two former adoption workers who spoke anonymously because Korean law forbids them from publicizing confidential information.
"All I heard was work faster, faster," said one, employed at an agency from 1979 to 1984. "Do it faster and faster."
Even now, the woman clenches her hands and clutches a pillow as she said she convinced herself they were saving orphans. She couldn't help but quietly wonder: "Is this really all for children?"

    


Agencies had intake workers scour every region of the country for children, she said. They invested "zero effort" in confirming a child was truly orphaned.
She questioned whether dubious practices were baked into the system, from beginning to end. A colleague once brought in a girl allegedly abandoned in Daegu, about 145 miles away from Seoul. She refused to process the girl for adoption because she thought it was too soon to conclude she was abandoned. Not long after, the Daegu worker sent the same girl again, with the same photo -- but a new name and background story that claimed she'd been abandoned earlier.
The former worker said she never learned whether the girl was adopted.
Some lost children ended up overseas.
Laurie Bender was approached by a strange woman while playing in the front yard in South Korea in 1975. She remembers the woman saying that Bender's family didn't want her anymore because her mother had another baby. She went with the woman, and felt so sad she thought she might die.
Bender says she was 4, but Korea calculates birthdays differently and her records say she was 6.
Every day, her mother, Han Tae-soon, went to police stations, government offices, adoption agencies. Every night, she slept with a picture of her missing daughter.
That picture was displayed everywhere -- in subway stations, on lamp posts, on bags of snacks that advertised missing children, the Korean version of American milk cartons. But Bender was on the other side of the globe -- sent by Holt to an American family who believed she was an orphan. 
The U.S. took in the highest number of orphans by far, and to be eligible for a visa, they had to have lost one or both parents to death, disappearance or abandonment. The agencies seized on the word abandonment, applying it to most of the children they acquired.
Records from 1980 to 1987 show that more than 90% of the Korean children sent to the West almost certainly had known relatives, said Philsik Shin, a scholar at Korea's Anyang University. The number of children sent for adoption was often more than 10 times higher than the police count for abandoned children, he found -- close to 9,000 in 1985.
Listing children as abandoned made adoptions easier because agencies didn't have to verify child origins or obtain parental relinquishment. It was "almost customary" to document children as abandoned, said Helen Noh, who matched hundreds of children with U.S. parents at Holt Children's Services from 1981 to 1982.
Now a scholar at Seoul's Soongsil University, Noh said Holt workers understood the agency was charging adopters about $3,000 per child.
"My salary was 240,000 won, which is like less than $200 a month," Noh said. "If you send one child ... that amount could pay at least one worker for the whole year."
Documents obtained by AP show that agencies were likely charging even more, around $4,000 to $6,000. But they pocketed some of that money through improper means, such as charging for travel expenses for adoption workers but arranging for commercial passengers to carry babies instead.
Workers tried to meet specific requests from adoptive families. Some asked for siblings, Noh said, so she and her colleagues would compete over the small number of twins in their networks. 
Another former worker, employed at two agencies from the 1970s to early 1990s, said anybody facing challenges in raising their children would be strongly encouraged to give them away.
"Many of the children we gathered would have stayed with their biological parents with a little help," the former worker said. "But what we heard (from management) was always the same - if we don't take that child, another adoption agency will."

    


Private counseling records in a 1988 Holt document obtained by AP show that some parents who relinquished their children soon pleaded for them back. The agency's workers told them that their children would thrive under good Western parents and may return home someday rich or "with Ph.Ds."
In one case, a mother returned and asked to see her son. The boy was still in Seoul, but a Holt worker told the mother he'd been flown to the U.S.
"After being told the lie," the worker wrote, "the birth mother began to regain her peace of mind as expected."
Susan Soonkeum Cox, who long worked for Holt International, the Oregon-based U.S. arm of the Holt adoption network, denied widespread problems. She said the goal was always to find good homes for children who would have otherwise grown up in orphanages.
"Has there been some activity that shouldn't have happened? Probably. We're human and everybody is different. There's good social workers, there's bad social workers, there's good employees, bad employees," she said. "But...the accusation of systemic, deliberate wrongdoing, that I reject."
The Seoul-based Holt Children's Services, which split from the American agency in the 1970s, and the three other Korean agencies declined to comment on specific cases.
Holt Korea has in recent years denied accusations of wrongdoing and attributed adoptee complaints to misunderstandings and Korea's social welfare issues. Kim Jin Sook, president of Eastern, has said the agency carried out government policies to find homes for "discarded children."
But some other agencies on the ground started closing their programs because of ethical concerns.
In the 1970s, Francis Carlin ran South Korea's Catholic Relief Services, which facilitated about 30 adoptions a month, compared to hundreds by the larger agencies. The demand from the West was intense, and there weren't enough legitimate orphans to feed it, he said, leading to "a lot of the compromises, a lot of the hanky panky."
The larger agencies toured orphanages, grabbing up healthy babies and leaving older and disabled children, he said.

    


"These, I would call them brokers, were going out and trying to get more and more children," Carlin said when reached by AP. "They would put the legitimate parent on a guilt trip and say, what are you doing? You can't afford to take care of this child.... Why don't you just step back and let them have a better life? You're so selfish."
One Korean social worker expressed disgust in words so crushing they stuck with Carlin all these years: "It's sickening, just sickening."
Catholic Relief Services ceased its adoption program in 1974. Carlin remembers standing up at a meeting of humanitarian organizations: "We are beginning to slide into the abyss," he said.
Four decades later, Laurie Bender took a DNA test because her own daughter was curious about their heritage. In 2019, she got a call: "Your mother has been looking for you."
Bender dropped the phone. 
"It's like a hole in your heart has been healed, you finally feel like a complete person," Bender said. "It's like you've been living a fake life and everything you know is not true."
Bender and her daughter flew to South Korea just weeks later. Her mother, Han Tae-soon, wore her best outfit and lipstick for the first time in a long time. She recognized her daughter immediately in the airport and ran to her, screaming, moaning, running her fingers through her hair.
Han, who is in her 70s, has notebooks feverishly annotated with English translations, written during countless hours trying to learn her daughter's language. Amid the photos of her children on her living room wall is a black-and-white one of Bender as a little girl, stuck in time.
Han plans to sue the South Korean government and Holt for robbing them of ever having a real relationship.
"I feel like I am dying. I really am dying," she said. "There's so little time for me." 
She jabbed her finger at paperwork that sent her daughter away.
"Isn't this a government seal?" she demanded. "Why did you make this up and sell away other people's children?" 
___
This story is part of an ongoing investigation led by The Associated Press in collaboration with FRONTLINE (PBS). The investigation includes an interactive and the upcoming documentary South Korea's Adoption Reckoning, premiering Sept. 20 on PBS & online.
---
Switched identities
This system turned children into people with no history, no parents, no ties.
Many adoptees will never know the basic facts of their lives -- their birthdays, their birth parents, if they were wanted or truly abandoned -- because their documents are false.
Robyn Joy Park, adopted to the United States, cherished her documents so much that she tattooed her adoption number -- 82C-1320 -- on her back. It was her only tether to her motherland.
Those documents said she was a girl named Park Joo Young, born in Busan in August 1982, and her unmarried mother couldn't afford to keep her. In 2007, Park traveled to Korea to meet the woman that her adoption agency, Eastern, listed as her mother.
Their bond deepened slowly over years. They visited relatives, held hands, shared hotel rooms -- the mother spoonfed her rice. The woman's son changed his name to Park Joon Young, to share the "Young" syllable in line with Korean naming traditions for siblings.
Five years passed. Park asked the woman to take a DNA test in the hope of finding her father.
They were not related. She was not Park Joo Young -- she was another, unknown, girl.
"I really was so hurt and stunned and devastated and incredibly angry," Park said. "I could only imagine what it was like for her."
She lost touch with the woman, although she remains in contact with the man she considered her brother. Her agency offered her nothing but an apology, and declined to comment when reached by AP.
Her story is not uncommon. When children processed for adoption died, became too sick to travel or were found by their biological families, agencies often replaced them with other children instead of redoing the process from scratch, according to former adoption workers. At a meeting with an adoptee in 2021 where AP was present, a longtime worker said Western partner agencies were willing to take "any child of the same sex and similar age, because it would take too much time to start over again."
The AP has spoken to 10 others who found that their identity was switched with someone else.
One of them, Mia Sang Jorno, raised in Denmark, developed a close relationship with the family of the man listed as her father by her agency, Korea Social Service. She attended his funeral in 2000, even joining relatives as they received guests through the traditional three-day mourning procession.
He had given her the name of her mother, and she worked up the courage to contact her. They took a DNA test.
They weren't related.
The agency told her that her paperwork was mistaken, and she wasn't even the girl named on her documents, Park Sang Ok. She was Kim Eun-hye. She had mourned a father who wasn't hers.
"I always have this kind of restlessness, she said, "of just not knowing that part of me, my identity."
KSS did not respond to questions. In letters seen by AP and Frontline, the agency has admitted to adoptees that the stories on their paperwork were invented to get the adoptions through.
"I would like to apologize for the wrong information in your adoption paper," a KSS worker wrote to a Danish adoptee in 2016. "It was made up just for adoption procedure." The worker could not be reached by AP.
In 2022, the agency emailed another adoptee that their "real background is different" than listed, apologizing that the discrepancy might "confuse" them.
Neither Park nor Jorno ever found their real parents. They both think often of the girls whose identities they were given, and wonder: What happened to her?
___
"We were supposed to be a happy family"
The Korean government cracked down on the adoption industry when the 1988 Olympics brought attention to the baby trade as a national shame.
The Health Ministry instructed agencies to "improve" their practices and stop "touring" hospitals and orphanages to gather children, according to a document obtained by AP. They were told they could be punished if they continued to "competitively engage in unlawful practices."
Adoptions plummeted, from around 8,000 a year in the mid-1980s to around 2,000 a year in the 1990s. But tens of thousands of children were already overseas, including Calabretta.
Hospital officials told Calabretta's mother to assume he had died. She went to a temple three times to offer a Buddhist ceremony to bless the soul of the dead.
The documents that went with him to the U.S. in 1986 described him as a "normal healthy baby, adoptable," born to an unwed mother, and made no mention of a surgery.
Calabretta returned to South Korea in 2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic. His father, Lee Sung-soo, could not wait out the two-week quarantine and showed up outside the apartment the next day.
Calabretta threw open the window. "Dad!" he shouted. 
"My son!" Lee shouted back.
"We were supposed to be a happy family, not separated. He was my precious firstborn son," Lee said. "For over 30 years, he lived in a foreign land against his will. That makes my heart break."
Calabretta visits South Korea often, and they talk on the phone every few days. He has the same odd divot in his ear as his mother, the same laugh as his father, the same taste in shoes and jackets and music, the same allergies. 
All those years, Calabretta's mother kept the blanket she'd carried empty out of the hospital, a symbol of the absence where her son should be.
He asked her to rename him, to reclaim him, as her son and a son of Korea. In Korea, there is a sentiment that something isn't truly yours until you name it, and once you do, you must take care of it.
So he prefers his new name now: Hanil Lee.
___
AP reporter Lori Hinnant and researcher Rhonda Shafner and Frontline's Lora Moftah and Emily Sternlicht contributed to this report. 
___
COMING TOMORROW: The role of the West
Robert Calabretta blames not just South Korea but also the United States for taking him away from his parents and adopting him out to an American family.
"What higher trophy is it of domination than taking one's children and carting them off?" he asked. "The audacity of that. And it's all tied in a bow of, 'you must feel so lucky that you're adopted.'"
Western governments turned a blind eye to rampant fraud and pressured the South Korean government to keep the kids coming, an Associated Press investigation has found.
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Floods in Central Europe threaten new areas. Heavy rains also inundate parts of Italy
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            The Lamone river overflows its banks near Bagnacavallo, in the region of Emilia-Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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            The Lamone river overflows its banks near Bagnacavallo, in the region of Emilia-Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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            The Lamone river overflows its banks near Bagnacavallo, in the region of Emilia-Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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            Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban holds a news briefing on flood protection developments in the press room of the Prime Minister's Cabinet Office in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooded homes and businesses following heavy rains in Kravare, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooded homes and fields following record rains in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            General view of the Parliament building as the Danube river floods its banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            The reflection of the Parliament building seen in the metro station protected by sandbags after the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A man walks down to a metro station protected by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            People walk next to a metro station surrounded by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            People walk by a metro station protected by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            People watch the Danube river as it floods it's banks in central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A workers walks down to a metro station protected by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            People watch the Danube river as it floods its banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A worker walks by a closed metro station protected by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Workers try to pump away water after flooding in Faenza, in the region of Emilia Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, on Thursday, Sept. 19 , 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, on Thursday, Sept. 19 , 2024. (Grzegorz Rozanski/KG PSP via AP)
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            21 of 30 | 
            A view of a damaged house after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            22 of 30 | 
            A view of a damaged village of Mikulovice as residents return to clean after recent floods in Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            23 of 30 | 
            A man throws damaged goods and furniture off a house as residents return to clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            24 of 30 | 
            A view of damaged houses after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            A view of a damaged house after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            26 of 30 | 
            A young man throws a piece of wood as residents return to clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            27 of 30 | 
            A man barrows out mud as residents return to clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            28 of 30 | 
            Residents clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            29 of 30 | 
            A man walks cross a river as residents return to clean up after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            30 of 30 | 
            A woman stands by a river as residents return to clean up after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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        Floods in Central Europe threaten new areas. Heavy rains also inundate parts of Italy
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            The Lamone river overflows its banks near Bagnacavallo, in the region of Emilia-Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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                                    The Lamone river overflows its banks near Bagnacavallo, in the region of Emilia-Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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            The Lamone river overflows its banks near Bagnacavallo, in the region of Emilia-Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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                                    The Lamone river overflows its banks near Bagnacavallo, in the region of Emilia-Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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            The Lamone river overflows its banks near Bagnacavallo, in the region of Emilia-Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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                                    The Lamone river overflows its banks near Bagnacavallo, in the region of Emilia-Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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            4 of 30 | 
            Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban holds a news briefing on flood protection developments in the press room of the Prime Minister's Cabinet Office in Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Szilard Koszticsak/MTI via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooded homes and businesses following heavy rains in Kravare, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooded homes and fields following record rains in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            General view of the Parliament building as the Danube river floods its banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            The reflection of the Parliament building seen in the metro station protected by sandbags after the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A man walks down to a metro station protected by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            People walk next to a metro station surrounded by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            People walk by a metro station protected by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            People watch the Danube river as it floods it's banks in central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            A workers walks down to a metro station protected by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            People watch the Danube river as it floods its banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            15 of 30 | 
            A worker walks by a closed metro station protected by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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                                    A worker walks by a closed metro station protected by sandbags as the Danube river floods it's banks, central Budapest, Hungary, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Workers try to pump away water after flooding in Faenza, in the region of Emilia Romagna, Italy, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Fabrizio Zani/LaPresse via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, on Thursday, Sept. 19 , 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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                                    This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 30

                                    
                                    This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, on Thursday, Sept. 19 , 2024. (Grzegorz Rozanski/KG PSP via AP)
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                                    This handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, shows damages after the flooding in southwestern Poland, Ladek Zdroj, Poland, on Thursday, Sept. 19 , 2024. (Grzegorz Rozanski/KG PSP via AP)
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            A view of a damaged house after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                    A view of a damaged house after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            A view of a damaged village of Mikulovice as residents return to clean after recent floods in Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                    A view of a damaged village of Mikulovice as residents return to clean after recent floods in Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            A man throws damaged goods and furniture off a house as residents return to clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                    A man throws damaged goods and furniture off a house as residents return to clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            A view of damaged houses after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                    A view of damaged houses after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            A view of a damaged house after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                    A view of a damaged house after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            A young man throws a piece of wood as residents return to clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                    A young man throws a piece of wood as residents return to clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            A man barrows out mud as residents return to clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                    A man barrows out mud as residents return to clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Residents clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                    Residents clean up after recent floods in Mikulovice, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            A man walks cross a river as residents return to clean up after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            30 of 30 | 
            A woman stands by a river as residents return to clean up after recent floods near Pisecna, Czech Republic, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- A massive flood wave moving across Central Europe threatened new areas after claiming 24 lives, raising concerns among residents and officials and prompting European Union chief Ursula von der Leyen to plan a visit to the region Thursday. 
Heavy rains also caused flooding and evacuation of some 1,000 people in the northern Italian region of Emilia-Romagna. In Central Europe, the receding waters revealed the scale of the destruction caused by exceptionally heavy rains that began a week ago.
Czech Interior Minister Vit Rakusan said one more person was reported killed on Thursday in the country's hard-hit northeast, bringing the death toll there to five. There were also seven deaths each in Poland and Romania, and five in Austria -- with the overall death toll in the affected countries now at 24. 
Authorities deployed troops to help. In the northeastern Czech Republic, soldiers joined firefighters and other emergency crews to help with the recovery efforts. Army helicopters distributed humanitarian aid while soldiers were building temporary bridges in place of those swept away. 

    


Some 400 people remained in evacuation centers in the regional capital of Ostrava, unable to return home. In the southwest, near the border with Austria, the water level of the Luznice River reached an extreme level but the evacuation of 1,000 people in the town of Veseli nad Luznici was not necessary for the moment, officials said.




Cleanup efforts were also underway in Austria, where flooding washed away roads and led to landslides and bridge damage. Firefighters and soldiers pumped water and mud out of houses and disposed of damaged furniture, broadcaster ORF quoted fire department spokesperson Klaus Stebal as saying.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The governor of Lower Austria province, Johanna Mikl-Leitner, said reconstruction was expected to take years, according to the Austria Press Agency.

    


The Vienna public transport company has had to pump almost a million liters (260,000 gallons) of water since last weekend.
Ten towns and areas were still inaccessible on Thursday, APA reported.
In Hungary, flood waters continued to rise Thursday as authorities closed roads and rail stations. Ferries along the Danube River halted. In the capital, Budapest, water spilled over the city's lower quays and threatened to reach tram and metro lines. Some transport services were suspended. 
Further upriver, in a region known as the Danube Bend, homes and restaurants near the riverbanks were inundated as officials and volunteers continued to place sandbags to reinforce levees.
Nearly 6,000 professionals, including members of Hungary's water authority and military, were mobilized, Prime Minister Viktor Orban said at a news conference Thursday. Inmates from prisons were also mobilized to help fill sandbags, Orban said.
The Danube rose and by Thursday morning stood at 771 centimeters, approaching the 891-centimeter record set during major flooding in 2013.
In southwestern Poland, the high waters reached the city of Wroclaw and a stretched-out wave was expected to take many hours, even days to pass, exerting pressure on the embankments. 

    


The water level on the Oder River just before Wroclaw was 6.4 meters (21 feet), some 2 meters (6.5 feet) above alarm levels but still significantly lower compared to the disastrous flooding in 1997. 
In two most-affected towns -- Stronie Slaskie and Ladek-Zdroj -- tap water and power were restored, said Gen. Michal Kamieniecki, who was put in charge of the recovery operations there after an emotional appeal to Prime Minister Donald Tusk for help the day before by a young woman identified only as Katarzyna. 
As concerns mounted, Tusk invited von der Leyen to Wroclaw to see the situation first hand. Government leaders from the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Austria were also to be part of the visit on Thursday. 
In Italy, about a thousand residents were evacuated in the northern region of Emilia-Romagna after it was hit by torrential rains and severe flooding overnight, authorities said Thursday.

    


Rivers flooded in three of the region's provinces -- Ravenna, Bologna and Forli-Cesena -- as local mayors asked people to stay on the upper floors or leave their houses. Those areas had been already hit by devastating floods in May 2023, when more than 20 rivers overflowed, killing 17 people and causing billions of euros in damages.
Italy's vice minister for transport and infrastructure, Galeazzo Bignami, said at a news conference Thursday that two people were reported missing in Bagnocavallo, in the Ravenna province.
At least 800 residents in Ravenna and almost 200 in Bologna province spent the night in shelters, schools and sports centers as local rivers overflowed.
Trains were suspended and schools closed while residents have been advised to avoid travel and work from home where possible.
___
Associated Press writers Justin Spike in Budapest, Hungary, Karel Janicek in Prague and Giada Zampano in Rome contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/central-europe-floods-poland-wroclaw-oder-czech-d96d5343577cd6e11c680c1ed08d604f
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Residents of Springfield, Ohio, hunker down and pray for a political firestorm to blow over
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            In the quiet corners of Springfield, Ohio, real people are breathing, praying and attempting to carry on. Pastor Andy Mobley, who runs the Family Needs Inc. food pantry on the city's south side, said people are hunkered down out of the public eye. (AP Video by Patrick Aftoora Orsagos)
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            An image of a broken heart is fixed across the street from City Hall with the Heritage Center of Clark County, right, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Mugs that read "Speak a Good Word for Springfield or say nothing" are displayed in the Champion City Guide & Supply shop window on Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Cowboy David Graham, of Newark, Ohio, on hand with a message of support, stands near his truck across the street from City Hall, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            5 of 16 | 
            Items supporting Springfield, Ohio, including the slogan "Speak a Good Word for Springfield or say nothing," and "Hope Sweet Springfield," are displayed in the Champion City Guide & Supply shop window, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Pastor Andrew E. Mobley, Sr. pauses in his office at The Family Needs, Inc. food pantry, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Cowboy David Graham, of Newark, Ohio, calls out messages of support across the street from City Hall, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Neighborhood kids gather to sell Kool-Aid and chips, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. Some were kept home from school because of the bomb threats at their schools, and if that happens again, they plan to be at the corner with Kool-Aid and chips again tomorrow. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A kid leans on his bike handlebars as he gathers with neighborhood friends to sell Kool-Aid and Chips, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. Some were kept home from school because of the bomb threats at their schools, and if that happens again, they plan to be at the corner with Kool-Aid and chips again tomorrow. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Neighborhood kids gather to sell Kool-Aid and chips, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. Some were kept home from school because of the bomb threats at their schools, and if that happens again, they plan to be at the corner with Kool-Aid and chips again tomorrow. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A mural depicting Hattie Moseley, a Springfield Civil Rights activist who was instrumental in battling the segregation of Fulton Elementary School, is painted on the WesBanco building on East Main Street in Springfield, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Postcards of Springfield, Ohio, are displayed in the Champion City Guide & Supply, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            13 of 16 | 
            A mural that reads "Greetings from Springfield Ohio" is seen painted on an alley wall Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            "Welcome To Springfield" is displayed on the Interstate 70 overpass, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A banner with the images of the Heritage Center of Clark County and "Welcome To Our City," hangs along North Fountain Ave. Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            "Springfield" is displayed on the Interstate 70 overpass, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            An image of a broken heart is fixed across the street from City Hall with the Heritage Center of Clark County, right, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 16

                                    
                                    An image of a broken heart is fixed across the street from City Hall with the Heritage Center of Clark County, right, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 16 | 
            Mugs that read "Speak a Good Word for Springfield or say nothing" are displayed in the Champion City Guide & Supply shop window on Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Cowboy David Graham, of Newark, Ohio, on hand with a message of support, stands near his truck across the street from City Hall, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Items supporting Springfield, Ohio, including the slogan "Speak a Good Word for Springfield or say nothing," and "Hope Sweet Springfield," are displayed in the Champion City Guide & Supply shop window, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Pastor Andrew E. Mobley, Sr. pauses in his office at The Family Needs, Inc. food pantry, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Cowboy David Graham, of Newark, Ohio, calls out messages of support across the street from City Hall, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Neighborhood kids gather to sell Kool-Aid and chips, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. Some were kept home from school because of the bomb threats at their schools, and if that happens again, they plan to be at the corner with Kool-Aid and chips again tomorrow. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A kid leans on his bike handlebars as he gathers with neighborhood friends to sell Kool-Aid and Chips, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. Some were kept home from school because of the bomb threats at their schools, and if that happens again, they plan to be at the corner with Kool-Aid and chips again tomorrow. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Neighborhood kids gather to sell Kool-Aid and chips, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. Some were kept home from school because of the bomb threats at their schools, and if that happens again, they plan to be at the corner with Kool-Aid and chips again tomorrow. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A mural depicting Hattie Moseley, a Springfield Civil Rights activist who was instrumental in battling the segregation of Fulton Elementary School, is painted on the WesBanco building on East Main Street in Springfield, Ohio, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            Postcards of Springfield, Ohio, are displayed in the Champion City Guide & Supply, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A mural that reads "Greetings from Springfield Ohio" is seen painted on an alley wall Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 16

                                    
                                    A mural that reads "Greetings from Springfield Ohio" is seen painted on an alley wall Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 16 | 
            "Welcome To Springfield" is displayed on the Interstate 70 overpass, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            A banner with the images of the Heritage Center of Clark County and "Welcome To Our City," hangs along North Fountain Ave. Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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            "Springfield" is displayed on the Interstate 70 overpass, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Springfield, Ohio. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)
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                                        SPRINGFIELD, Ohio (AP) -- In the quiet corners of Springfield, Ohio -- out of sight of the drumbeat of politicians and journalists, troopers and newly installed security cameras -- the people who live here are taking a breath, praying and attempting to carry on.
Between the morning bomb sweeps of Springfield's schools and the near daily afternoon media briefings, a hush comes over the city of 58,000 that residents say is uncanny, haunting even. It's fear. It's confusion -- dismay at being transformed overnight into a target for the nation's vitriol. 
Pastor Andy Mobley, who runs the Family Needs Inc. food pantry on the city's south side, said people are hunkered down out of the public eye. He said they're hoping the attention sparked by former President Donald Trump spreading unsubstantiated rumors about the city's legal Haitian immigrants eating house pets during last week's presidential debate will blow over. 

    


Trump and his vice presidential running mate, Ohio's junior Sen. JD Vance, have used the cat-eating rumors to draw attention to the city's 15,000 Haitian immigrants, whose arrival to fill manufacturing, distribution and warehouse jobs has put a severe strain on local resources.




Since the Republican candidates' initial comments, more than two dozen bomb threats -- mostly from foreign actors seeking to sow discord -- have prompted the state to send in additional state troopers and install surveillance cameras around the city in order to reopen schools and government buildings. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We've got good people here. Republican, Democrat. They're good people," Mobley said Tuesday, as the pantry tended to a steady stream of clients seeking clothing and food. 
Resident Josh Valle said the situation is unsettling.
"We definitely need answers," said the 35-year-old tool and die repairman, who has lived in Springfield for decades. "It's affecting my kids and my community and my neighbors. With the bomb threats and the influx, it's something new every day. And this used to be a really chill town, you know, it used to be just a small town Ohio."

    


The area around Springfield City Hall, where Valle spoke, sat largely silent Tuesday afternoon, until a news conference with state and local officials prompted a brief swarm of activity. Local families are avoiding schools in the wake of earlier bomb threats, even though dozens of troopers have fanned out across the Springfield City School District to stand guard. Some 200 of 500 students were absent Tuesday from a single elementary school, officials said.
Still, there are signs of hope. 
"Home Sweet Springfield" tea towels adorn the window of Champion City Guide & Supply on a downtown block that bustles with activity over the lunch hour. One line of mugs and clothing items reads: "Speak a Good Word for Springfield -- or say nothing." 
Across town, a small group of kids whose parents kept them home on Tuesday horsed around together at a makeshift lemonade stand they set up to make a few bucks. They delighted in the revving motor of a passing muscle car and, when sales were slow, swigged back the merchandise.

    


David Graham, who visits communities in crisis as The Praying Cowboy, positioned himself in Springfield this week to show support. "Agenda: Pray, worship, witness, smile, honor, esteem," he wrote in a Facebook post from the city, accompanied by his hands holding an open Bible with a newly installed surveillance platform in the background. He added lines with black electrical tape to a small heart placard he posted nearby, to represent Springfield hearts being broken.
He wasn't the only one trying to help. A bipartisan group of area mayors met with Springfield Mayor Rob Rue on Monday to figure out how they can help -- including with resources to address the traffic, health care, social services and housing needs prompted by the increase in the Haitian population and their language barrier.
Andrew Ginther, the Democratic mayor of Ohio's capital, Columbus, and president of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, said in a statement: "Mayors across America will continue to stand by Springfield and all cities working to responsibly address an increased number of migrants, which we can do without losing sight of our shared humanity."

    


Years ago, Family Needs Inc. was designated one of President George H.W. Bush's "thousand points of light," honoring its dedication to volunteerism. The organization has helped Haitians arriving in Springfield for years now, Mobley said -- providing them translation services and co-signing their rental agreements.
He recalled working with Haitian immigrants as far back as 2016, the year Trump was elected -- though census figures show the population remained at only about 400 until a few years ago.
"In 2016, we started signing contracts. Through the pandemic, we were doing things for the Haitian community," he said. "Has that all been forgotten? They have been here, and we've been dealing with this, and we've been asking for help through two different administrations. And no administration has helped us, until now this thing has become public." 

    


As she walked downtown, one resident who declined to give her name said she's not letting the situation get her down.
"It's childish. It's stupid. It took one stupid person to get on a debate and ruin the reputation of a community. I think you know exactly who I'm talking about," she said. 
"He should never have said that. There's no truth to those allegations whatsoever. I was born and raised in this town, I'm staying here, and I have no problem with nobody."
___
This story was amended to correct that 2016 was the year Trump was elected.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/election-2024-haitian-immigrants-springfield-ohio-7e8b09654c0dd90d72c884dbb798c71b
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            Emile Miango, 2, who has mpox, lies in the hospital, on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Kamituga, South Kivu province, which is the epicenter of the world's latest outbreak of the disease in eastern Congo. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            The town of Kamituga, in South Kivu province in eastern Congo, considered the epicenter of the world's latest outbreak of mpox, is seen on Sept. 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Olivier Lamec and Divine Wisoba walk by the grave of their daughter Maombi on Sept. 3, 2024. Maombi died of mpox, in Kamituga, South Kivu province, which is in eastern Congo and is the epicenter of the world's latest outbreak of the disease. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Gold miners at work in the town of Kamituga, in South Kivu province in eastern Congo, on Sept. 5, 2024. South Kivu is considered the epicenter of the world's latest outbreak of mpox. ( (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            A worker carries a shovel at the hospital in Kamituga, in South Kivu province in eastern Congo on Sept. 4, 2024. South Kivu is considered the epicenter of the world's latest outbreak of mpox. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 9 | 
            Atumisi Anaclet treats a sex worker with mpox on Sept. 4, 2024, in a hospital in Kamituga, in eastern Congo's South Kivu province, which is the epicenter of the world's latest outbreak of the disease. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Gold miners at work on Sept. 5, 2024, in Kamituga in eastern Congo's South Kivu province, which is the epicenter of the world's latest outbreak of the disease. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Gold miners at work on Sept. 5, 2024, in Kamituga in eastern Congo's South Kivu province, which is the epicenter of the world's latest outbreak of the disease. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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            Divine Wisoba, whose daughter Maombi died of mpox, sits at home on Sept. 3, 2024, in Kamituga in eastern Congo's South Kivu province, which is the epicenter of the world's latest outbreak of the disease. (AP Photo/Moses Sawasawa)
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                                        KAMITUGA, Congo (AP) -- Slumped on the ground over a mound of dirt, Divine Wisoba pulled weeds from her daughter's grave. The 1-month-old died from mpox in eastern Congo in August, but Wisoba, 21, was too traumatized to attend the funeral.

In her first visit to the cemetery, she wept into her shirt for the child she lost and worried about the rest of her family. "When she was born, it was as if God had answered our prayers -- we wanted a girl," Wisoba said of little Maombi Katengey. "But our biggest joy was transformed into devastation." 

Her daughter is one of more than 6,000 people officials suspect have contracted the disease in South Kivu province, the epicenter of the world's latest mpox outbreak, in what the World Health Organization has labeled a global health emergency. A new strain of the virus is spreading, largely through skin-to-skin contact, including but not limited to sex. A lack of funds, vaccines and information is making it difficult to stem the spread, according to alarmed disease experts.

    



Mpox -- which causes mostly mild symptoms like fever and body aches, but can trigger serious cases with prominent blisters on the face, hands, chest and genitals -- had been spreading mostly undetected for years in Africa, until a 2022 outbreak reached more than 70 countries. Globally, gay and bisexual men made up the vast majority of cases in that outbreak. But officials note mpox has long disproportionately affected children in Africa, and they say cases are now rising sharply among kids, pregnant women and other vulnerable groups, with many types of close contact responsible for the spread.

Health officials have zeroed in on Kamituga, a remote yet bustling gold mining town of some 300,000 people that attracts miners, sex workers and traders who are constantly on the move. Cases from other parts of eastern Congo can be traced back here, officials say, with the first originating in the nightclub scene. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Since this outbreak began, one year ago, nearly 1,000 people in Kamituga have been infected. Eight have died, half of them children.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    




Challenges on the ground 



Last month, the World Health Organization said mpox outbreaks might be stopped in the next six months, with governments' leadership and cooperation. 

But in Kamituga, people say they face a starkly different reality.

There's a daily average of five new cases at the general hospital, which is regularly near capacity. Overall in South Kivu, weekly new suspected cases have skyrocketed from about 12 in January to 600 in August, according to province health officials. 

Even that's likely an underestimate, they say, because of a lack of access to rural areas, the inability of many residents to seek care, and Kamituga's transient nature.

Locals say they simply don't have enough information about mpox.

Before her daughter got sick, Wisoba said, she was infected herself but didn't know it. 

Painful lesions emerged around her genitals, making walking difficult. She thought she had a common sexually transmitted infection and sought medicine at a pharmacy. Days later, she went to the hospital with her newborn and was diagnosed with mpox. She recovered, but her daughter developed lesions on her foot.

    
        
    

    



Nearly a week later, Maombi died at the same hospital that treated her mother.

Wisoba said she didn't know about mpox until she got it. She wants the government to invest more in teaching people protective measures. 

Local officials can't reach areas more than a few miles outside Kamituga to track suspected cases or inform residents. They broadcast radio messages but say that doesn't reach far enough.

Kasindi Mwenyelwata goes door to door describing how to detect mpox -- looking for fevers, aches or lesions. But the 42-year-old community leader said a lack of money means he doesn't have the right materials, such as posters showing images of patients, which he finds more powerful than words.

ALIMA, one of the few aid groups working on mpox in Kamituga, lacks funds to set up programs or clinics that would reach some 150,000 people, with its budget set to run out at year's end, according to program coordinator Dr. Dally Muamba.

    



If support keeps waning and mpox spreads, he said, "there will be an impact on the economy, people will stop coming to the area as the epidemic takes its toll. ... And as the disease grows, will resources follow?" 
The vaccine vacuum 



Health experts agree: What's needed most are vaccines -- even if they go only to adults, under emergency approval in Congo. 

None has arrived in Kamituga, though it's a priority city in South Kivu, officials said. It's unclear when or how they will. The main road into town is unpaved -- barely passable by car during the ongoing rainy season.

Once they make it here, it's unclear whether supply will meet demand for those who are at greatest risk and first in line: health staff, sex workers, miners and motorcycle taxi drivers.

    



Congo's government has budgeted more than $190 million for its initial mpox response, which includes the purchase of 3 million vaccine doses, according to a draft national mpox plan, widely circulating among health experts and aid groups this month and seen by The Associated Press. But so far, just 250,000 doses have arrived in Congo and the government's given only $10 million, according to the finance ministry.

Most people with mild cases recover in less than two weeks. But lesions can get infected, and children or immunocompromised people are more prone to severe cases.

Doctors can ensure lesions are clean and give pain medication or antibiotics for secondary infections such as sepsis. 

But those who recover can get the virus again. 


A new variant, a lack of understanding 



Experts say a lack of resources and knowledge about the new strain makes it difficult to advise people on protecting themselves. An internal report circulated among aid groups and agencies and seen by AP labeled confidence in the available information about mpox in eastern Congo and neighboring countries low. 

While the variant is known to be more easily transmissible through sex, it's unclear how long the virus remains in the system. Doctors tell recovered patients to abstain from sex for three months, but acknowledge the number is largely arbitrary.

"Studies haven't clarified if you're still contagious or not ... if you can or can't have sex with your wife," said Dr. Steven Bilembo, of Kamituga's general hospital.

Doctors say they're seeing cases they simply don't understand, such as pregnant women losing babies. Of 32 pregnant women infected since January, nearly half lost the baby through miscarriage or stillbirth, hospital statistics show.

Alice Neema was among them. From the hospital's isolation ward, she told AP she'd noticed lesions around her genitals and a fever -- but didn't have enough money to travel the 30 miles (50 kilometers) on motorbike for help in time. She miscarried after her diagnosis.

As information trickles in, locals say fear spreads alongside the new strain. 

Diego Nyago said he'd brought his 2-year-old son, Emile, in for circumcision when he developed a fever and lesions.

It was mpox -- and today, Nyago is grateful health care workers noticed his symptoms.

"I didn't believe that children could catch this disease," he said as doctors gently poured water over the boy to bring his temperature down. "Some children die quickly, because their families aren't informed.

"Those who die are the ones who stay at home."

___

AP reporters Jean-Yves Kamale in Kinshasa, Congo, and Maria Cheng in London contributed. 

___

The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mpox-new-strain-outbreak-kamituga-eastern-congo-f9affb7a7d73c8c30daf296c51c920c7
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            FILE - Chevy Chase, a cast member on "Saturday Night Live," holds his Emmy Award as he watches a monitor showing producer Lorne Michaels accepting another Emmy for the show, while writers Alan Zweibel, left, and Tom Davis, right, look on, during the 28th Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on May 17, 1976. (AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File)
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            FILE - Castmember Gilda Radner appears on the set of "Saturday Night Live," in New York on Dec. 1, 1977. Radner died May 20, 1989, at age 42 after a long battle with ovarian cancer. (AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)
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            FILE - Actor John Belushi appears at the opening night party for "Animal House" at the Village Gate in New York on July 27, 1978. Belushi died March 5, 1982, at 33 after overdosing at the Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - White House Press Secretary Ron Nessen, left, appears on the "Saturday Night Live" set with producer Lorne Michaels, right, and cast members Chevy Chase, foreground center, Laraine Newman, background left, Dan Aykroyd, background right, Jane Curtain, second row from left, Gilda Radner, John Belushi and Garret Morris, partially obscured, on April 17, 1976, in New York. (AP Photo)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 18 | 
            FILE - Actor Burt Reynolds, second right, appears on the set with cast members of NBC's "Saturday Night Live," from left, Jane Curtin, Laraine Newman, Gilda Radner, and Bill Murray, right, in New York, April 12, 1980. (AP Photo/Suzanne Vlamis, File)
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            FILE - Comedian Chevy Chase, second from left, joins the cast of NBC's "Saturday Night Live," with Laraine Newman, from right, Gilda Radner, Bill Murray and Jane Curtain, left, on Feb. 16, 1978 in New York. (AP Photo/Marty Lederhandler, File)
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            FILE - The coffin for actor John Belushi is carried out of the Congregational Church by pallbearers Dan Aykroyd, left, and Belushi's brother Jim Belushi, right, following funeral services in West Tinsbury, Mass., on March 9, 1982. Belushi died March 5, at 33 after overdosing at the Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Dave Tenenbaum, File)
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            FILE - Steve Martin, from left, Chevy Chase, and Martin Short appear at the premiere of their film "Three Amigos!" in New York on Dec. 9, 1986. (AP Photo/Frankie Ziths, File)
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            FILE - Chevy Chase gets his ear licked from co-star Benji the dog, during a news conference in Los Angeles announcing their movie "Oh Heavenly Dog" on Sept. 6, 1979. (AP Photo/Nick Ut, file)
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            FILE - Actor Chevy Chase, center, sits on the front row during the second half of an NBA basketball game between the Atlanta Hawks and Dallas Mavericks in Dallas on April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)
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            FILE - Dan Aykroyd poses for a portrait in West Hollywood, Calif., Tuesday, May 19, 2009. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Dan Aykroyd attends the world premiere of "Get On Up" in New York on July 21, 2014. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Dan Aykroyd poses for a photo in Los Angeles on Dec. 4, 2010. (AP Photo/Sarah Hummert, File)
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            FILE - Emmy winners, from left, Jane Curtin, John Ritter, and Tyne Daly pose backstage at the Emmy Awards presentation at the Pasadena Civic Auditorium in Pasadena, Ca., Sept. 23, 1984. Curtin won for best actress in a comedy series for "Kate and Allie"; Ritter was named outstanding actor in a comedy series for his role in "Three's Company"; and Daly won for best actress in a dramatic series for "Cagney and Lacey." (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Laraine Newman arrives at the premiere "Live from New York!" in Los Angeles on June 10, 2015. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Civil Rights activist and politician Julian Bond, left, appears with "Saturday Night Live" cast member Garrett Morris during a rehearsal for the sketch comedy series on April 7, 1977, in New York. (AP Photo/Dave Pickoff, File)
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            FILE - Actor Garrett Morris attends a ceremony honoring him with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame on Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Actor John Belushi appears at the opening night party for "Animal House" at the Village Gate in New York on July 27, 1978. Belushi died March 5, 1982, at 33 after overdosing at the Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Chevy Chase, a cast member on "Saturday Night Live," holds his Emmy Award as he watches a monitor showing producer Lorne Michaels accepting another Emmy for the show, while writers Alan Zweibel, left, and Tom Davis, right, look on, during the 28th Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeles on May 17, 1976. (AP Photo/Reed Saxon, File)
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            FILE - Castmember Gilda Radner appears on the set of "Saturday Night Live," in New York on Dec. 1, 1977. Radner died May 20, 1989, at age 42 after a long battle with ovarian cancer. (AP Photo/Ron Frehm, File)
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            FILE - Actor John Belushi appears at the opening night party for "Animal House" at the Village Gate in New York on July 27, 1978. Belushi died March 5, 1982, at 33 after overdosing at the Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles. (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - White House Press Secretary Ron Nessen, left, appears on the "Saturday Night Live" set with producer Lorne Michaels, right, and cast members Chevy Chase, foreground center, Laraine Newman, background left, Dan Aykroyd, background right, Jane Curtain, second row from left, Gilda Radner, John Belushi and Garret Morris, partially obscured, on April 17, 1976, in New York. (AP Photo)
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            FILE - Actor Burt Reynolds, second right, appears on the set with cast members of NBC's "Saturday Night Live," from left, Jane Curtin, Laraine Newman, Gilda Radner, and Bill Murray, right, in New York, April 12, 1980. (AP Photo/Suzanne Vlamis, File)
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            FILE - Comedian Chevy Chase, second from left, joins the cast of NBC's "Saturday Night Live," with Laraine Newman, from right, Gilda Radner, Bill Murray and Jane Curtain, left, on Feb. 16, 1978 in New York. (AP Photo/Marty Lederhandler, File)
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            FILE - The coffin for actor John Belushi is carried out of the Congregational Church by pallbearers Dan Aykroyd, left, and Belushi's brother Jim Belushi, right, following funeral services in West Tinsbury, Mass., on March 9, 1982. Belushi died March 5, at 33 after overdosing at the Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Dave Tenenbaum, File)
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            FILE - Steve Martin, from left, Chevy Chase, and Martin Short appear at the premiere of their film "Three Amigos!" in New York on Dec. 9, 1986. (AP Photo/Frankie Ziths, File)
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            FILE - Chevy Chase gets his ear licked from co-star Benji the dog, during a news conference in Los Angeles announcing their movie "Oh Heavenly Dog" on Sept. 6, 1979. (AP Photo/Nick Ut, file)
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            FILE - Actor Chevy Chase, center, sits on the front row during the second half of an NBA basketball game between the Atlanta Hawks and Dallas Mavericks in Dallas on April 4, 2024. (AP Photo/LM Otero, File)
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            FILE - Dan Aykroyd poses for a portrait in West Hollywood, Calif., Tuesday, May 19, 2009. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)
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            FILE - Dan Aykroyd attends the world premiere of "Get On Up" in New York on July 21, 2014. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Dan Aykroyd poses for a photo in Los Angeles on Dec. 4, 2010. (AP Photo/Sarah Hummert, File)
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                                    FILE - Dan Aykroyd poses for a photo in Los Angeles on Dec. 4, 2010. (AP Photo/Sarah Hummert, File)
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            FILE - Emmy winners, from left, Jane Curtin, John Ritter, and Tyne Daly pose backstage at the Emmy Awards presentation at the Pasadena Civic Auditorium in Pasadena, Ca., Sept. 23, 1984. Curtin won for best actress in a comedy series for "Kate and Allie"; Ritter was named outstanding actor in a comedy series for his role in "Three's Company"; and Daly won for best actress in a dramatic series for "Cagney and Lacey." (AP Photo, File)
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            FILE - Laraine Newman arrives at the premiere "Live from New York!" in Los Angeles on June 10, 2015. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Civil Rights activist and politician Julian Bond, left, appears with "Saturday Night Live" cast member Garrett Morris during a rehearsal for the sketch comedy series on April 7, 1977, in New York. (AP Photo/Dave Pickoff, File)
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            FILE - Actor Garrett Morris attends a ceremony honoring him with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame on Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Actor John Belushi appears at the opening night party for "Animal House" at the Village Gate in New York on July 27, 1978. Belushi died March 5, 1982, at 33 after overdosing at the Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Live from New York! It's 50 seasons later for "SNL."
The landmark NBC sketch comedy show "Saturday Night Live" premiered Oct. 11, 1975, with drop-dead dark humor and pratfalls, George Carlin as host and not one but two musical guests: Billy Preston and Janis Ian.
On Saturday nights, in those early years, young people gathered around TVs to watch the Lorne Michaels production that served up counterculture to the mass market via the Not Ready for Prime Time Players. 
"What is attractive and unusual about the program is that it is an attempt, finally, to provide entertainment on television in a recognizable human, non-celebrity voice, and in a voice, too, that tries to deal with the morass of media-induced show business culture that increasingly pervades American life," The New Yorker's Michael J. Arlen wrote in a 1975 review. 

    


Fast forward to this year, Sept. 28, when the first episode of "SNL's" half-century season is set to air in a lead-up to a three-hour live primetime special Feb. 16 on, gasp, a Sunday. Jean Smart will host to open the season, with Jelly Roll as musical guest.
Over the decades, some seasons were better than others, with breakout stars like Eddie Murphy, Adam Sandler, Tina Fey, Will Ferrell, Mike Myers and more following the original seven. So what became of the very first cast, the freshman class, post-"SNL?" Here's a catchup. 
John Belushi

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"National Lampoon's Animal House," "Continental Divide," "Neighbors" and all things The Blues Brothers. Belushi left "SNL" in 1979 to pursue music and film projects. That he did, to bad reviews and good. 
Following years of drug use, he died March 5, 1982, at 33 after overdosing at the Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles. Belushi's death stunned and saddened his friends and fans and symbolized the end of the hard-living '70s.
In addition to his mischievous, often frenzied performances on "SNL," Belushi appeared in other films as well, including the drama "Old Boyfriends" and the poorly-reviewed Steven Spielberg-directed historical comedy "1941."

    


Before that, Belushi birthed his "Joliet" Jake Blues, joining fellow "SNL" cast member Dan Aykroyd as brother Elwood. Their TV debut as the brothers blue came on "SNL" in 1978.
The sunglass-wearing, dark-suited Blues Brothers took on a fame of their own with the self-titled 1980 movie, directed by John Landis. After Belushi's death, "Blues Brothers 2000" was released in 1998 in tribute with most of the first film's original cast. 
After Belushi's death, many of his loved ones, including his widow Judith Belushi Pisano, were angered by the negative narrative tone of "Wired," the Bob Woodward book about the comic genius. Belushi Pisano and Tanner Colby responded with a book of their own, "Belushi: A Biography."
Belushi Pisano, his high school sweetheart, died in July from cancer. John Belushi shared a writing Emmy with fellow "SNL" cast members and writers in 1977.
Gilda Radner
Nasally Roseanne Roseannadanna. Weird teen Lisa Loopner. Weekend Update's "never mind" complainer Emily Litella. Radner contributed an endearing sweetness to the inaugural season of "SNL." She stayed for five years.

    


In 1979, the Emmy and Grammy winner took to Broadway to perform a one-woman show, "Gilda Live." Included were some of her most beloved "SNL" characters, including Baba Wawa, a spoof of Barbara Walters. The show was filmed and released as a movie.
Radner appeared in several other films, including "First Family" and "The Woman in Red," the latter a 1984 hit written and directed by her co-star and future husband, Gene Wilder. Among other projects: She starred in the 1980 Broadway drama "Lunch Hour."
Radner died May 20, 1989, at age 42 after a long battle with ovarian cancer. Her book detailing her cancer fight was released earlier that year. A documentary about her life, "Love Gilda," was released in 2018.
Chevy Chase
Chase was the first to utter the words: "Live from New York, it's Saturday night!" And he has a long list of post-"SNL" credits, including many commercial successes and his share of flops. He was also the first cast member to leave the show.

    


Initially hired as a writer, he was known on "SNL" for "Weekend Update," his bumbling President Gerald Ford, his pratfalls in general and his feuds with cast members. Chase was replaced in the middle of the second season by Bill Murray.
Years later (2013), Chase exited TV's "Community" during the fourth season amid complaints about racial slurs directed at fellow cast member Donald Glover.
In between "SNL" and that moment, Chase worked a lot, at least for a time.
There were two "Fletch" movies. There was "Caddyshack" and a poorly-received sequel. "There was "The Three Amigos!" There were five "Vacation" movies, though his appearance in the last one (in 2015) was a cameo.
Chase's first hit was "Foul Play" with Goldie Hawn in 1978. He tried his hand at a late-night talk show, "The Chevy Chase Show," on Fox in 1993. It was canceled after six weeks.

    


Among his awards: A writing Emmy for "SNL" in 1976, a performance Emmy on the show the same year and a shared writing Emmy for "The Paul Simon Special" in 1977.
Chase put out a biography in 2007, "I'm Chevy Chase ... and You're Not," named for his famous catchphrase as anchor of "Weekend Update." In his book, he detailed childhood physical abuse at the hands of his mother and stepfather, John Cederquist -- both of whom are dead.
Now 80, Chase has taken in recent years to hosting screenings with audience Q&As for "National Lampoon's Christmas Vacation," the most enduring movie in that franchise. 
He also makes chicken sounds and posts fan meetups and family gatherings on TikTok, where he has 1.2 million followers. 
Laraine Newman
She left "SNL" in 1980 after portraying Connie Conehead, Valley Girl stewardess Sherry and ditzy public access TV co-host Christie Christina. She was also a recurring reporter on "Weekend Update."
Newman has spoken openly about her struggles with depression and drug addiction during that time. She got sober in 1987.
Before leaving "SNL," Newman appeared in the 1978 film "American Hot Wax." Steady film, TV and voice work followed through the 1980s into the 2000s. She was the antagonist in the 1991 comedy "Problem Child 2" and appeared in 1993's "Coneheads" as Connie's Aunt Laarta. 
Newman, 72, appeared in episodes of "Friends," "3rd Rock from the Sun," "7th Heaven," "Laverne & Shirley" and "St. Elsewhere," and in the 1994 live action "Flintstones" film.
She lent her voice to several animated hit films, including "Wall-E," "Up," "Toy Story 3" and "Tangled." And she has worked as a magazine writer and editor. In 2021, she put out "May You Live in Interesting Times," an audio memoir.
Fun fact: After high school graduation, Newman studied mime in Paris with Marcel Marceau.
In 2017, with the rest of "SNL's" original cast, she was inducted into the Television Academy Hall of Fame.
Dan Aykroyd
When he wasn't bleeding out as Julia Child or declaring, "Jane, you ignorant slut!" on "Weekend Update," Aykroyd swagged with Steve Martin as one of two wild and crazy guys, and led the Conehead family as patriarch Beldar.
And he lent so much more to "SNL" before leaving in 1979, including as half of The Blues Brothers and impersonations of talk show host Tom Snyder, Rod Serling and two presidents: Nixon and Carter.
With Belushi, his close friend, and backed by legit players, the bluesy and soulful brothers caught on as a band. They played gigs and released a multimillion-selling album, "Briefcase Full of Blues." 
His post-"SNL" work has taken him even higher. He and Belushi had a smash with "The Blues Brothers" film. Hit after hit followed: "Neighbors" in 1981, "Trading Places" in 1983 and the 1984 "Ghostbusters" that launched a franchise (Aykroyd and Harold Ramis wrote the first two). He also appeared in "1941."
Aykroyd, 72, wrote and narrated a recent audio documentary, "Blues Brothers: The Arc of Gratitude."
In 1985, Aykroyd co-wrote and starred with Chase in "Spies Like Us," directed by Landis. Aykroyd earned a supporting actor Oscar nomination for 1989's "Driving Miss Daisy."
The '90s weren't so kind. There were many flops, including his directorial debut in 1991, "Nothing but Trouble" starring Demi Moore, Chase, John Candy and Aykroyd with a grisly prosthetic face. A bright spot was the acclaimed "Grosse Pointe Blank," in which he played a rival hitman to star John Cusack.
With Hard Rock Cafe co-founder Isaac Tigrett, Aykroyd co-founded House of Blues, a chain of live music halls and restaurants that became a division of Live Nation in 2006.
Jane Curtin
Curtin left "SNL," in 1980, after five seasons. She was a master of deadpan, often playing the straight woman off such outsized performers as Belushi and Radner. A regular on "Weekend Update," she was also known for the Coneheads sketches as matriarch Prymaat and as Enid Loopner with fellow nerds Radner and Murray. 
Curtin, 76, has spoken about being bothered by the drug-fueled lifestyles of some of her castmates. She won two Emmys for her 1980s sitcom "Kate & Allie." She later starred as Dr. Mary Albright in the hit series "3rd Rock from the Sun" (1996-2001).
Her post-"SNL" work stayed mainly on television, including some busts like the 1990 sitcom "Working it Out." It was canceled after 13 episodes. With Fred Savage, she appeared in the sitcom "Crumbs" in 2006. It was canceled four months later.
There was some Broadway work: Miss Proserpine Garnett in "Candida," "Love Letters" and the 2002 revival of "Our Town" that marked Paul Newman's return to Broadway after 38 years.
Garrett Morris
Initially hired as a writer, he was the oldest on "SNL's" first cast at 37. He came to the show after 17 years as a singer and arranger with Harry Belafonte, as an actor in plays and musicals, as a playwright and as a civil rights activist who helped desegregate Actor's Equity.
Morris was raised in New Orleans by his grandmother and Baptist minister grandfather, spending his childhood singing in the church choir. He later became a Buddhist after moving to New York, where he was homeless for a time well before "SNL."
Morris, 87, trained at The Julliard School. Belafonte gave him his first professional break. Morris performed with the Harry Belafonte Singers for 10 years, starting when he was just 22. 
He remained on "SNL" until 1980. He was known for his character Chico Escuela, the Dominican baseball player whose catchphrase, "Baseball has been berry berry good to me," caught on in pop culture. He also performed as the shouting interpreter in the "News for the Hard of Hearing" segments and did impersonations of Idi Amin, James Brown, Sammy Davis, Jr., Bob Marley and Muhammad Ali.
Morris once sang a Mozart aria on "SNL" as the musical guest. He also sang a Schubert composition on the show.
In 1994, Morris was shot and seriously wounded in an attempted holdup in Los Angeles. 
In the '80s, Morris appeared in a string of horror films. Later, he was a regular on the series "2 Broke Girls" and performed on TV comedies "Martin," "The Jamie Foxx Show" and "The Wayans Brothers." He also appeared on "Married with Children," "Family Guy" and "The Jeffersons."
He competed with his family on "Celebrity Family Feud" in 2016, appeared on "This is Us" in 2018 and on a "Black Lady Sketch Show" in 2019.
Morris also has a long list of film credits: Sidney Lumet's "The Anderson Tapes," the classic "Cooley High," "The Longshots," "Pawn Shop" and Marvel's "Ant-Man" included.
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            Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates after a three-point basket against the Dallas Wings in the first half of a WNBA basketball game in Indianapolis, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Chicago Sky's Angel Reese warms up before a WNBA basketball game against the Indiana Fever, Friday, Aug. 30, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 12 | 
            Chicago Sky forward Angel Reese (5) shoots against Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) during the first half of a WNBA basketball game on Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Ellen Schmidt/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) poses after an WNBA basketball game against the Connecticut Sun, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Las Vegas.(Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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            Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) signs mini basketballs for fans following in a WNBA basketball game against the Dallas Wings in Indianapolis, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark, center is hugged by Lexie Hull, left, and Erica Wheeler (17) after a WNBA basketball game against the Dallas Wings in Indianapolis, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark (22) goes to the basket against Las Vegas Aces' Jackie Young (0) during the first half of a WNBA basketball game, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Chicago Sky forward Angel Reese (5) tries to shoot over Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) during the second half of an WNBA basketball game, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Las Vegas. L (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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            Las Vegas Aces guard Tiffany Hayes drives toward the hoop against Chicago Sky forward Angel Reese, back left, and guard Lindsay Allen, right, during the second half of an WNBA basketball game, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Las Vegas. L (Ellen Schmidt/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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            Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) celebrates with her parents Roscoe and Eva Wilson after an WNBA basketball game against the Connecticut Sun, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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            Chicago Sky guard Lindsay Allen, left, passes the ball by Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark during the first half of a WNBA basketball game Friday, Aug. 30, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Connecticut Sun forward Alyssa Thomas (25) is fouled as she tries to shoot between Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) and guard Jackie Young (0) during the first half of a WNBA basketball game Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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            Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates after a three-point basket against the Dallas Wings in the first half of a WNBA basketball game in Indianapolis, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Chicago Sky's Angel Reese warms up before a WNBA basketball game against the Indiana Fever, Friday, Aug. 30, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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            Chicago Sky forward Angel Reese (5) shoots against Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) during the first half of a WNBA basketball game on Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Ellen Schmidt/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) poses after an WNBA basketball game against the Connecticut Sun, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Las Vegas.(Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 12

                                    
                                    Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) poses after an WNBA basketball game against the Connecticut Sun, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Las Vegas.(Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 12 | 
            Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark (22) signs mini basketballs for fans following in a WNBA basketball game against the Dallas Wings in Indianapolis, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark, center is hugged by Lexie Hull, left, and Erica Wheeler (17) after a WNBA basketball game against the Dallas Wings in Indianapolis, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Indiana Fever's Caitlin Clark (22) goes to the basket against Las Vegas Aces' Jackie Young (0) during the first half of a WNBA basketball game, Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2024, in Indianapolis. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings)
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            Chicago Sky forward Angel Reese (5) tries to shoot over Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) during the second half of an WNBA basketball game, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Las Vegas. L (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 12

                                    
                                    Chicago Sky forward Angel Reese (5) tries to shoot over Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) during the second half of an WNBA basketball game, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Las Vegas. L (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 12 | 
            Las Vegas Aces guard Tiffany Hayes drives toward the hoop against Chicago Sky forward Angel Reese, back left, and guard Lindsay Allen, right, during the second half of an WNBA basketball game, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024, in Las Vegas. L (Ellen Schmidt/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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            Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson (22) celebrates with her parents Roscoe and Eva Wilson after an WNBA basketball game against the Connecticut Sun, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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            Chicago Sky guard Lindsay Allen, left, passes the ball by Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark during the first half of a WNBA basketball game Friday, Aug. 30, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley)
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Year 1 of the Clark & Reese Show has been unlike anything the WNBA has ever seen.
Sure, this season's final chapter is still unscripted with the playoffs set to start Sunday. But the rookie seasons and attention Caitlin Clark and Angel Reese have had makes the league's outlook extremely bright beyond this postseason.
Sold out arenas became the norm. Soaring television ratings helped expand the fan base. Clark, Reese, the presumptive league MVP A'ja Wilson and others continually chased record-breaking statistics. And routine conversations and social media posts spurred sometimes heated debates about everything from basketball to culture.
"Watching the basketball that's been played this season and the talent that's been on the floor across the league, it's been phenomenal," Chicago Sky veteran Lindsay Allen said. "The two rookies, Caitlin and Angel -- Angel has been huge for us and has been setting records. The basketball has been at a very, very high level and the interest has been, too."

    


It's impossible to ignore how much the sport has evolved since Clark, Reese and arguably the best rookie class in league history arrived in April. The timing for the league was perfect, too.




Clark and Reese brought the swagger, confidence and passion they exuded in a rivalry that captivated college basketball fans. That momentum continued into the pros and has elevated the profile of everyone around the league.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And as much as everyone attempted to manage the lofty expectations, Clark and Reese, in particular, exceeded them.
The Indiana Fever guard's resume includes rookie records for scoring (761), 3-pointers (120) and All-Star Game assists (10). She broke the league's single-game (19) and single-season records for assists (329) while becoming the first rookie to ever post a triple-double. Now, she believes a title run is possible in the playoffs.

    


"Once we get there, I think it'll feel a little more real and, obviously, we're not just happy to be there," said Clark, who helped Indiana end the second-longest playoff drought in league history at seven years. "We really believe we can compete with every single team that's going to be in the playoffs. Obviously, the only team we didn't beat this year was the (Las Vegas) Aces and the only way we would see them, I think, would be in the Finals."
Reese was equally efficient, perhaps more proficient, in her impressive season.
The Chicago rookie forward established new league marks for single-season rebounds (446), offensive rebounds (172) and overall rebounding average (13.1). Though Reese didn't hold the single-season rebound record long because Wilson broke it while Reese was sidelined with a season-ending injury.
Reese did become the first rookie with an All-Star Game double-double, and she became the first WNBA player to record back-to-back games of 20 or more rebounds while her 24 double-doubles broke the league's rookie record.
The only real disappointment has been the wrist injury that ended Reese's season after 34 games, an absence that could keep the Sky out of the playoffs and possibly throw a wrench into Reese's Rookie of the Year hopes.

    


The Clark-Reese dynamic continues to fuel debates among fans -- similar to the barbershop discussions about Larry Bird-Magic Johnson in 1980 when they each played leading roles as rookies.
Their polarizing personas put Clark & Reese squarely in the middle of discussions about everything from hard fouls to technical fouls, even cultural issues -- including sexuality and race.
But there's no doubt that their presence -- and their rivalry -- opened the door to more endorsements and more fan engagement, including children who increasingly showed up in the players' jerseys long before tip-off.
From the corn maze featuring Clark in northwestern Indiana to Reese's presence on a large electronic billboard in Chicago to promote blue jeans or the tears of joy streaming down the cheeks of Wilson and her teammates when she broke the league's single-season scoring record at Indiana, everyone seems to have a favorite moment.

    


"I've been in this league long enough to play alongside some amazing players, Hall of Fame players and this one is no different," Aces forward Alysha Clark said, wiping her eyes while sitting next to Wilson. "When you have players of this caliber playing now, appreciate that because one day she's not going to be here. She's going to retire and go on to live her life and people are going to marvel at what she's done and I'm like, 'Marvel at it now.'"
Fans of Clark and Reese share similar sentiments about the two 22-year-olds who seem destined to be the face of the league for years to come and cornerstone pieces on the 2028 U.S. Olympic Team.
But it's not just a bright future for the rookies, it's also a bright future in a league that has seen ticket demand and visibility soar while playing in front of packed arenas.

    


"We've seen just a huge amount of people talking about the WNBA, talking about the Fever," said Indiana guard Lexie Hull. "I think a lot of that comes from people being invested in the college game and then coming over, following the players they like, following the 'W" and it's pretty incredible."
___
AP Sports Writer Andrew Seligman in Chicago also contributed to this report.
___
AP WNBA: https://apnews.com/hub/wnba-basketball
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            Instagram is making teen accounts private by default as it tries to make the platform safer for children amid a growing backlash against how social media affects young people's lives.
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            FILE - Students use their cellphones as they leave for the day the Ramon C. Cortines School of Visual and Performing Arts High School in downtown Los Angeles, Aug. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes, File)
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            File - The Instagram logo is seen on a cell phone in Boston, Oct. 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)
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                                        Instagram is making teen accounts private by default as it tries to make the platform safer for children amid a growing backlash against how social media affects young people's lives. 
Beginning Tuesday in the U.S., U.K., Canada and Australia, anyone under 18 who signs up for Instagram will be placed into restrictive teen accounts and those with existing accounts will be migrated over the next 60 days. Teens in the European Union will see their accounts adjusted later this year. 
Parent company Meta acknowledges that teenagers may lie about their age and says it will require them to verify their ages in more instances, like if they try to create a new account with an adult birthday. The Menlo Park, California company also said it is building technology that proactively finds teen accounts that pretend to be grownups and automatically places them into the restricted teen accounts. 

    


The teen accounts will be private by default. Private messages are restricted so teens can only receive them from people they follow or are already connected to. "Sensitive content," such as videos of people fighting or those promoting cosmetic procedures, will be limited, Meta said. Teens will also get notifications if they are on Instagram for more than 60 minutes and a "sleep mode" will be enabled that turns off notifications and sends auto-replies to direct messages from 10 p.m. until 7 a.m.




While these settings will be turned on for all teens, 16 and 17-year-olds will be able to turn them off. Kids under 16 will need their parents' permission to do so. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The three concerns we're hearing from parents are that their teens are seeing content that they don't want to see or that they're getting contacted by people they don't want to be contacted by or that they're spending too much time on the app," said Naomi Gleit, head of product at Meta. "So teen accounts is really focused on addressing those three concerns."

    


The announcement comes as the company faces lawsuits from dozens of U.S. states that accuse it of harming young people and contributing to the youth mental health crisis by knowingly and deliberately designing features on Instagram and Facebook that addict children to its platforms. 
While Meta didn't give specifics on how the changes might affect its business, the company said the changes may mean that teens will use Instagram less in the short term. Emarketer analyst Jasmine Enberg said the revenue impact of the changes "will likely be minimal." 
"Even as Meta continues to prioritize teen safety, it's unlikely that it's going to make sweeping changes that would cause a major financial hit," she said, adding that the teen accounts are unlikely to significantly affect how engaged teens are with Instagram "not in the least because there are still plenty of ways to circumvent the rules, and could even make them more motivated to work around the age limits."
New York Attorney General Letitia James said Meta's announcement was "an important first step, but much more needs to be done to ensure our kids are protected from the harms of social media." James' office is working with other New York officials on how to implement a new state law intended to curb children's access to what critics call addictive social media feeds.

    


Others were more critical. Nicole Gil, the co-founder and executive director of the nonprofit Accountable Tech, called Instagram's announcement the "latest attempt to avoid actual independent oversight and regulation and instead continue to self-regulate, jeopardizing the health, safety, and privacy of young people." 
"Today's PR exercise falls short of the safety by design and accountability that young people and their parents deserve and only meaningful policy action can guarantee," she said. "Meta's business model is built on addicting its users and mining their data for profit; no amount of parental and teen controls Meta is proposing will change that." 
Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.), the co-author of the Kids Online Safety Act that recently passed the Senate, questioned the timing of the announcement "on the eve of a House markup" of the bill. 

    


"Just like clockwork, the Kids Online Safety Act moves forward and industry comes out with a new set of self-enforcing guidelines," she said.
In the past, Meta's efforts at addressing teen safety and mental health on its platforms have also been met with criticism that the changes don't go far enough. For instance, while kids will get a notification when they've spent 60 minutes on the app, they will be able to bypass it and continue scrolling. 
That's unless the child's parents turn on "parental supervision" mode, where parents can limit teens' time on Instagram to a specific amount of time, such as 15 minutes. 
With the latest changes, Meta is giving parents more options to oversee their kids' accounts. Those under 16 will need a parent or guardian's permission to change their settings to less restrictive ones. They can do this by setting up "parental supervision" on their accounts and connecting them to a parent or guardian. 

    


Nick Clegg, Meta's president of global affairs, said last week that parents don't use the parental controls the company has introduced in recent years.
Meta's Gleit said she thinks the teen accounts will incentivize parents to start using them.
"Parents will be able to see, via the family center, who is messaging their teen and hopefully have a conversation with their teen," she said. "If there is bullying or harassment happening, parents will have visibility into who their teen's following, who's following their teen, who their teen has messaged in the past seven days and hopefully have some of these conversations and help them navigate these really difficult situations online." 
U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy said last year that tech companies put too much responsibility on parents when it comes to keeping children safe on social media. 
"We're asking parents to manage a technology that's rapidly evolving that fundamentally changes how their kids think about themselves, how they build friendships, how they experience the world -- and technology, by the way, that prior generations never had to manage," Murthy said in May 2023. 
----
Associated Press writer Anthony Izaguirre in New York contributed to this report
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            An Israeli firefighter works to extinguish a fire after a rocket fired from Lebanon hit an open field in northern Israel, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Israeli firefighters work to extinguish a fire after a rocket fired from Lebanon hit an open field in northern Israel, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            Hezbollah fighters carry one of the coffins of four fallen comrades who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah fighters salute as they stand next to the coffins of four victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Mourners carry the coffin of Mohammed Mahdi, son of Hezbollah legislator Ali Ammar, who was killed Tuesday after his handheld pager exploded, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            An Israeli firefighter works to extinguish a fire after a rocket fired from Lebanon hit an open field in northern Israel, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- With Israel's defense minister announcing a "new phase" of the war and an apparent Israeli attack setting off explosions in electronic devices in Lebanon, the specter of all-out combat between Israel and Hezbollah seems closer than ever before.
Hopes for a diplomatic solution to the conflict appear to be fading quickly as Israel signals a desire to change the status quo in the country's north, where it has exchanged cross-border fire with Hezbollah since the Lebanese militant group began attacking on Oct. 8, a day after the war's opening salvo by Hamas.
In recent days, Israel has moved a powerful fighting force up to the northern border, officials have escalated their rhetoric, and the country's security Cabinet has designated the return of tens of thousands of displaced residents to their homes in northern Israel an official war goal.

    


Here's a look at how Israel is preparing for a war with Lebanon:
Troops drawn from Gaza to the northern border
While the daily fighting between Israel and Hezbollah has escalated on several occasions, the bitter enemies have been careful to avoid an all-out war.
That appears to be changing -- especially after pagers, walkie-talkies and other devices exploded in Lebanon on Tuesday and Wednesday, killing at least 20 and wounding thousands in a sophisticated attack Hezbollah blamed on Israel.




"You don't do something like that, hit thousands of people, and think war is not coming," said retired Israeli Brig. Gen. Amir Avivi, who leads Israel Defense and Security Forum, a group of hawkish former military commanders. "Why didn't we do it for 11 months? Because we were not willing to go to war yet. What's happening now? Israel is ready for war."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As fighting in Gaza has slowed, Israel has fortified forces along the border with Lebanon, including the arrival this week of a powerful army division that took part in some of the heaviest fighting in Gaza.

    


The 98th Division is believed to include thousands of troops, including paratrooper infantry units and artillery and elite commando forces specially trained for operations behind enemy lines. Their deployment was confirmed by an official with knowledge of the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss troop movements.
The division played a key role in Gaza, spearheading the army's operations in the southern city of Khan Younis, a Hamas stronghold. The offensive inflicted heavy losses on Hamas fighters and tunnels, but also wreaked massive damage, sent thousands of Palestinians fleeing and resulted in scores of civilian deaths. Israel says Hamas endangers civilians by hiding in residential areas.
The military also said it staged a series of drills this week along the border.
"The mission is clear," said Maj. Gen. Ori Gordin, who heads Israel's Northern Command. "We are determined to change the security reality as soon as possible."
A 'new phase' of war
The military movements have been accompanied by heightened rhetoric from Israel's leaders, who say their patience is running thin.
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant on Wednesday night declared the start of a "new phase" of the war as Israel turns its focus toward Hezbollah. "The center of gravity is shifting to the north by diverting resources and forces," he said.

    


He spoke a day after Israel's Cabinet made the return of displaced residents to their homes in northern Israel a formal goal of the war. The move was largely symbolic -- Israeli leaders have long pledged to bring those residents home. But elevating the significance of the aim signaled a tougher stance.
After meeting Wednesday with top security officials, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declared: "We will return the residents of the north securely to their homes."
Netanyahu delivered a similarly tough message with a top U.S. envoy sent to the region this week to soothe tensions.
An official with knowledge of the encounter told The Associated Press that the envoy, Amos Hochstein, told Netanyahu that intensifying the conflict with Hezbollah would not help return evacuated Israelis back home.
Netanyahu, according to a statement from his office, told Hochstein that residents cannot return without "a fundamental change in the security situation in the north." The statement said that while Netanyahu "appreciates and respects" U.S. support, Israel will "do what is necessary to safeguard its security."

    


Is war inevitable?
Israeli media reported Wednesday that the government has not yet decided whether to launch a major offensive in Lebanon.
Much, it seems, will depend on Hezbollah's response. The group's leader, Hassan Nasrallah, is expected to deliver a major speech on Thursday.
But public sentiment in Israel seems to be supportive of tougher action against Hezbollah.
A poll in late August by the Israel Democracy Institute, a Jerusalem think tank, found that 67% of Jewish respondents thought Israel should intensify its response to Hezbollah. That includes 46% of Jewish respondents who believed Israel should launch a deep offensive striking Lebanese infrastructure, and 21% who seek an intensified response that avoids striking Hezbollah infrastructure.

    


"There's a lot of pressure from the society to go to war and win," said Avivi, the retired general. "Unless Hezbollah tomorrow morning says, 'OK, we got the message. We're pulling out of south Lebanon,' war is imminent."
Such a war would almost certainly prove devastating to both sides.
Already, more than 500 people have been killed in Lebanon by Israeli strikes since Oct. 8, most of them fighters with Hezbollah and other armed groups but also more than 100 civilians. In northern Israel, at least 23 soldiers and 26 civilians have been killed by strikes from Lebanon.
Israel inflicted heavy damage on Lebanon during a monthlong war against Hezbollah in 2006 that ended in a stalemate. Israeli leaders have threatened even tougher action this time around, vowing to repeat the scenes of destruction from Gaza in Lebanon.
But Hezbollah also has built up its capabilities since 2006. Hezbollah has an estimated 150,000 rockets and missiles, some believed to have guidance systems that could threaten sensitive targets in Israel. It has also developed an increasingly sophisticated fleet of drones.
Capable of striking all parts of Israel, Hezbollah could bring life in Israel to a standstill and send hundreds of thousands of Israelis fleeing.
___
Associated Press Writer Natalie Melzer in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
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            Multiple explosions went off Wednesday at the site of a funeral for three Hezbollah members and a child killed by exploding pagers the day before, according to Associated Press journalists at the scene. (AP video/Fadi Tawil)
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            This video grab, shows a walkie-talkie that was exploded inside a house, in Baalbek, east Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Just one day after pagers used by hundreds of members of the militant group Hezbollah exploded, more electronic devices detonated in Lebanon Wednesday in what appeared to be a second wave of sophisticated, deadly attacks that targeted an extraordinary number of people.
Both attacks, which are widely believed to be carried out by Israel, have hiked fears that the two sides' simmering conflict could escalate into all-out war. This week's explosions have also deepened concerns about the scope of potentially-compromised devices, particularly after such bombings have killed or injured so many civilians.
Here's what we know so far.
What happened across these two waves of attacks?
On Tuesday, pagers used by hundreds of Hezbollah members exploded almost simultaneously in parts of Lebanon as well as Syria. The attack killed at least 12 people -- including two young children -- and wounded thousands more.

    


An American official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, said Israel briefed the U.S. on the operation -- where small amounts of explosives hidden in the pagers were detonated. The Lebanese government and Iran-backed Hezbollah also blamed Israel for the deadly explosions. The Israeli military, which has a long history of sophisticated operations behind enemy lines, declined to comment.




A day after these deadly explosions, more detonations triggered in Beirut and parts of Lebanon Wednesday -- including several blasts heard at a funeral in Beirut for three Hezbollah members and a child killed by Tuesday's explosions, according to Associated Press journalists at the scene.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

At least 25 people were killed and more than 600 were wounded, the Health Ministry said, in this apparent second attack.
When speaking to troops on Wednesday, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant made no mention of the explosions of electronic devices, but praised the work of Israel's army and security agencies and said "we are at the start of a new phase in the war."

    


Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah said Thursday the mass bombing attack on the group's communications devices was a "severe blow" and said Israel had crossed a "red line."
He vowed that Hezbollah will keep going on with its attacks along the border with Israel as long as the war in Gaza continues. "The Lebanese front will not stop before the aggression on Gaza stops," he said.
What kinds of devices were used?
A Hezbollah official told the AP that walkie-talkies used by the group exploded on Wednesday. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the media. Lebanon's official news agency also reported that solar energy systems exploded in homes in several areas of Beirut and in southern Lebanon, wounding at least one girl.
While details are still emerging from Wednesday's attack, the second wave of explosions targeted a country that is still reeling from Tuesday's pager bombings. That attack appeared to be a complex Israeli operation targeting Hezbollah, but an enormous amount of civilian casualties were also reported, as the detonations occurred wherever members' pagers happened to be -- including homes, cars, grocery stores and cafes.

    


Hezbollah has used pagers as a way to communicate for years. And more recently, Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah warned the group's members not to carry cellphones, saying they could be used by Israel to track the group's movements.
Pagers also run on a different wireless network than mobile phones, which usually makes them more resilient in times of emergency. And for a group like Hezbollah, the pagers provided a means to sidestep what's believed to be intensive Israeli electronic surveillance on mobile phone networks in Lebanon -- as pagers' tech is simpler and carries lower risks for intercepted communications.
Elijah J. Magnier, a Brussels-based veteran and a senior political risk analyst who says he has had conversations with members of Hezbollah and survivors of the attack, said that the newer brand of pagers used in Tuesday's explosions were procured more than six months ago. How they arrived in Lebanon remains unclear.

    


Taiwanese company Gold Apollo said Wednesday it had authorized use of its brand on the AR-924 pager model -- but that a Budapest, Hungary-based company called BAC Consulting KFT produced and sold the pagers. 
Taiwan's Ministry of Economic Affairs said that it had no records of direct exports of Gold Apollo pagers to Lebanon. And Hungarian government spokesman later added that the pager devices had never been in Hungary, either, noting that BAC had merely acted as an intermediary.
Speculation around the origins of the devices that exploded Wednesday has also emerged. A sales executive at the U.S. subsidiary of Japanese walkie-talkie maker Icom told the AP that the exploded radio devices in Lebanon appear to be a knock-off product and not made by Icom.
"I can guarantee you they were not our products," said Ray Novak, a senior sales manager for Icom's amateur radio division, in an interview Wednesday at a trade show in Providence, Rhode Island.

    


Osaka-based Icom added in a Thursday statement that the wireless radio unit IC-V82 was once manufactured for exports including to the Middle East from 2004 to October 2014. But the production and shipment of its main unit had ended about 10 years ago and batteries for them have also discontinued. Icom said the radio used in the explosion was not carrying an anti-counterfeit hologram sticker that all Icom devices should be carrying.
What kind of sabotage would cause these devices to explode?
Tuesday's explosions were most likely the result of supply-chain interference, several experts told the AP -- noting that very small explosive devices may have been built into the pagers prior to their delivery to Hezbollah, and then all remotely triggered simultaneously, possibly with a radio signal. That corroborates information shared from the U.S. official.
A former British Army bomb disposal officer explained that an explosive device has five main components: A container, a battery, a triggering device, a detonator and an explosive charge.
"A pager has three of those already," said the ex-officer, who spoke on condition of anonymity because he now works as a consultant with clients on the Middle East. "You would only need to add the detonator and the charge."
This signals involvement of a state actor, said Sean Moorhouse, a former British Army officer and explosive ordnance disposal expert. He added that Israel's foreign intelligence agency, the Mossad, was the most obvious suspect to have the resources to carry out such an attack. Israel has a long history of carrying out similar operations in the past.
The specifics of Wednesday's explosions are still uncertain. But reports of more electronic devices exploding may suggest even greater infiltration of boobytrap-like interference in Lebanon's supply chain. It also deepens concerns around the lack of certainty of who may be holding rigged devices.
How long was this operation
?
It would take a long time to plan an attack of this scale. The exact specifics are still unknown, but experts who spoke with the AP about Tuesday's explosions shared estimates ranging anywhere between several months to two years.
The sophistication of the attack suggests that the culprit has been collecting intelligence for a long time, explained Nicholas Reese, adjunct instructor at the Center for Global Affairs in New York University's School of Professional Studies. An attack of this caliber requires building the relationships needed to gain physical access to the pagers before they were sold; developing the technology that would be embedded in the devices; and developing sources who can confirm that the targets were carrying the pagers.
Citing conversations with Hezbollah contacts, Magnier said the group is currently investigating what type of explosives were used in the device, suspecting RDX or PETN, highly explosive materials that can cause significant damage with as little as 3-5 grams. They are also questioning whether the device had a GPS system allowing Israel to track movement of the group members.
N.R. Jenzen-Jones, an expert in military arms who is director of the Australian-based Armament Research Services, added that "such a large-scale operation also raises questions of targeting" -- stressing the number of causalities and enormous impact reported so far.
"How can the party initiating the explosive be sure that a target's child, for example, is not playing with the pager at the time it functions?" he said.
___
Associated Press journalists Johnson Lai in Taipei, Bassem Mroue in Beirut and Matt O'Brien in Providence, Rhode Island contributed to this report.
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            The Thai zoo whose baby pygmy hippo Moo Deng has become a global viral sensation moved Thursday to patent her image so it can benefit financially from the extraordinary interest which shows no sign of abating. (Video by Jerry Harmer)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng walks at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with water from a zookeeper in the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng sleeps at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with a zookeeper in the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with a zookeeper in the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng and her mother Jona are seen at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng lays down on the ground at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng lays down on the ground at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with water from a zookeeper at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng jumps at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 12 | 
            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng and her mother Jona are seen at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    The Thai zoo whose baby pygmy hippo Moo Deng has become a global viral sensation moved Thursday to patent her image so it can benefit financially from the extraordinary interest which shows no sign of abating. (Video by Jerry Harmer)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng walks at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with water from a zookeeper in the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng sleeps at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with a zookeeper in the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with a zookeeper in the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with a zookeeper in the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with a zookeeper in the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng and her mother Jona are seen at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng lays down on the ground at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng lays down on the ground at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng lays down on the ground at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with water from a zookeeper at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                    Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng plays with water from a zookeeper at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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            Two-month-old baby hippo Moo Deng jumps at the Khao Kheow Open Zoo in Chonburi province, Thailand, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit)
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                                        CHONBURI, Thailand (AP) -- Only a month after Thailand's adorable baby hippo Moo Deng was unveiled on Facebook, her fame became unstoppable. 
Fans unable to make the two-hour drive to Khao Kheow Open Zoo from the Thai capital Bangkok to see her in person can watch her video clips online, or simply scroll through social media to savor meme after meme.
Zookeeper Atthapon Nundee has been posting cute moments of the animals in his care for about five years. He never imagined the zoo's newborn pygmy hippo would become an internet megastar within weeks.
Cars started lining up outside the zoo well before it opened Thursday. Visitors traveled from near and far for a chance to see the pudgy, expressive 2-month-old in person at the zoo about 100 kilometers (60 miles) southeast of Bangkok. The pit where Moo Deng lives with her mom, Jona, was packed almost immediately, with people cooing and cheering every time the pink-cheeked baby animal made skittish movements.

    


"It was beyond expectation," Atthapon told The Associated Press. "I wanted people to know her. I wanted a lot of people to visit her, or watch her online, or leave fun comments. I never would've thought (of this)."




Moo Deng, which literally means "bouncy pork" in Thai, is a type of meatball. The name was chosen by fans via a poll on social media, and it matches her other siblings: Moo Toon (stewed pork) and Moo Waan (sweet pork). There is also a common hippo at the zoo named Kha Moo (stewed pork leg).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"She's such a little lump. I want to ball her up and swallow her whole!" said Moo Deng fan Areeya Sripanya while visiting the zoo Thursday.
Artists have drawn cartoons, cakes and latte art based on her, and social media platform X even featured her in its official account's post.
Her image adorns memes by German soccer team FC Bayern, American basketball team Phoenix Suns, and American football team Washington Commanders, as well as the New York Mets. Simple photo manipulation puts her in a variety of headgear or human-like situations.

    


Businesses, too, have utilized her image. Sephora Thailand has a makeup tip -- "wear your blush like a baby hippo" -- highlighting her pink cheeks, while food delivery app Grab Thailand imagined with photos what kind of meal she could garnish.
With all that fame, zoo director Narongwit Chodchoi said they have begun copyrighting and trademarking "Moo Deng the hippo" to prevent the animal from being commercialized by anyone else. "After we do this, we will have more income to support activities that will make the animals' lives better," he said.
The zoo sits on 800 hectares (almost 2,000 acres) of land and is home to more than 2,000 animals. It runs breeder programs for many endangered species like Moo Deng's. The pygmy hippopotamus that's native to West Africa is threatened by poaching and loss of habitat. There are only 2,000-3,000 of them left in the wild.
To help fund the initiative, the zoo is making Moo Deng shirts and pants that will be ready for sale at the end of the month, with more merchandise to come.

    


Narongwit believes a factor of Moo Deng's fame is her name, which compliments her energetic and chaotic personality captured in Atthapon's creative captions and video clips.
Appropriately, Moo Deng likes to "deng," or bounce, and Atthapon has many moments of her giddy bouncing on social media. Even when she's not bouncing, the hippo is endlessly cute -- squirming as Atthapon tries to wash her, biting him while he was trying to play with her, calmly closing her eyes as he rubs her pinkish cheeks or her chubby belly.
Atthapon, who has worked at the zoo for eight years taking care of hippos, sloths, capybaras and binturongs, said baby hippos are usually more playful and energetic, and they become calmer as they get older.
The zoo saw a spike in visitors since Moo Deng's fame -- so much that the zoo now has to limit public access to the baby's enclosure to 5-minute windows throughout the day during weekends.
Narongwit said the zoo has been receiving over 4,000 visitors during a weekday, up from around just 800 people, and more than 10,000 during a weekend, up from around 3,000 people.

    


But the fame has also brought some aggressive visitors to Moo Deng, who only wakes up ready to play about two hours a day. Some videos showed visitors splashing water or throwing things at the sleeping Moo Deng to try to wake her up. The hippo pit now has a warning sign against throwing things at Moo Deng, posted prominently at the front in Thai, English and Chinese. 
Narongwit said the zoo would take action under the animal protection law if people mistreat the animal. But clips emerged of people treating Moo Deng poorly, and the backlash was fierce. The zoo director said that since then, they haven't seen anyone doing it again.
For fans who can't make the journey or are discouraged after seeing the crowds for Moo Deng, the Khao Kheow Open Zoo set up cameras and plan to start a 24-hour live feed of the baby hippo in the coming week.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/moo-deng-baby-hippo-thailand-zoo-27485f0cbc70071252be45d870d507aa
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Refugees in New Hampshire turn to farming for an income and a taste of home
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            It's harvest time in central New Hampshire. On one farm, most of the workers are refugees who have escaped harrowing wars and persecution. And they now run their own small businesses, selling their crops in the community. (AP Video by Nick Perry)
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            Farmer Sylvain Bukasa, a refugee from Democratic Republic of the Congo, harvests corn on his plot at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Alsi Yussuf, a refugee from Somalia, places freshly picked tomatoes from her greenhouse into a carrying box before they are cleaned and packaged at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Alsi Yussuf, a refugee from Somalia, carries freshly picked tomatoes while harvesting vegetables for a community share program at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Sylvain Bukasa, a refugee from Democratic Republic of the Congo, smiles while showing the beets grown on his plot at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            A selection of squash, left, and eggplant, right, are stacked after being washed to be packaged for a community share program at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Sylvain Bukasa, a refugee from Democratic Republic of the Congo, harvests chard at his greenhouse at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Khadija Aliow, a refugee from Somali, carries vegetables grown on her plot to be cleaned and packaged at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            9 of 13 | 
            A packing platform is sanitized as harvested vegetables begin to arrive at a processing greenhouse at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            10 of 13 | 
            Farmer Sylvain Bukasa, a refugee from Democratic Republic of the Congo, takes freshly harvested peppers out of a cleaning tub to be air dried prior to packaging at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            11 of 13 | 
            Refugee farmers and program staff sort and package vegetables picked earlier in the morning at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            12 of 13 | 
            Farmer Sylvain Bukasa, a refugee from Democratic Republic of the Congo, chats with a fellow farmer Khamis Khamis, a refugee from Somalia, while harvesting vegetables at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            13 of 13 | 
            Vegetables picked and packaged that morning are loaded onto a delivery truck at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                    It's harvest time in central New Hampshire. On one farm, most of the workers are refugees who have escaped harrowing wars and persecution. And they now run their own small businesses, selling their crops in the community. (AP Video by Nick Perry)
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            Farmer Sylvain Bukasa, a refugee from Democratic Republic of the Congo, harvests corn on his plot at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Alsi Yussuf, a refugee from Somalia, places freshly picked tomatoes from her greenhouse into a carrying box before they are cleaned and packaged at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Alsi Yussuf, a refugee from Somalia, carries freshly picked tomatoes while harvesting vegetables for a community share program at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                    Farmer Alsi Yussuf, a refugee from Somalia, carries freshly picked tomatoes while harvesting vegetables for a community share program at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Sylvain Bukasa, a refugee from Democratic Republic of the Congo, smiles while showing the beets grown on his plot at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            A selection of squash, left, and eggplant, right, are stacked after being washed to be packaged for a community share program at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Sylvain Bukasa, a refugee from Democratic Republic of the Congo, harvests chard at his greenhouse at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Khadija Aliow, a refugee from Somali, carries vegetables grown on her plot to be cleaned and packaged at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            A packing platform is sanitized as harvested vegetables begin to arrive at a processing greenhouse at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Sylvain Bukasa, a refugee from Democratic Republic of the Congo, takes freshly harvested peppers out of a cleaning tub to be air dried prior to packaging at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Refugee farmers and program staff sort and package vegetables picked earlier in the morning at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Farmer Sylvain Bukasa, a refugee from Democratic Republic of the Congo, chats with a fellow farmer Khamis Khamis, a refugee from Somalia, while harvesting vegetables at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Vegetables picked and packaged that morning are loaded onto a delivery truck at Fresh Start Farm, Aug. 19, 2024, in Dunbarton, N.H. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                        DUNBARTON, N.H. (AP) -- It's harvest time in central New Hampshire, and one farm there appears to have been transplanted from a distant continent. 

Farmers balance large crates laden with vegetables on their heads while chatting in Somali and other languages. As the sun burns away the early morning mist, the farmers pick American staples like corn and tomatoes as well as crops they grew up with, like okra and sorrel. Many of the women wear vibrant orange, red and blue fabrics.

Most workers at this Dunbarton farm are refugees who have escaped harrowing wars and persecution. They come from the African nations of Burundi, Rwanda, Somalia and Congo, and they now run their own small businesses, selling their crops to local markets as well as to friends and connections in their ethnic communities. Farming provides them with both an income and a taste of home.

    



"I like it in the USA. I have my own job," says Somali refugee and farmer Khadija Aliow as she hams it up by sashaying past a reporter, using one hand to steady the crate of crops on her head and the other to give a thumbs-up. "Happy. I'm so happy."

The farm is owned by a New Hampshire-based nonprofit, the Organization for Refugee and Immigrant Success, which lets the farmers use plots of land and provides them with training and support. The organization runs similar farms in Concord and the nearby town of Boscawen. 







    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


In all, 36 people from five African countries, including South Sudan, and the Asian nation of Nepal work on the farms. Many were farmers in their home countries before coming to the U.S. or had previous experience with agriculture, said Tom McGee, a program director with the nonprofit.

"These are farmers who are basically independent business owners, who are working in partnership with our organization to be able to bring this produce to life in this country," he said. "And to have another sense of purpose, and a way that they can bring themselves into the community, and belong. And really participate in the American dream."

    



The nonprofit runs a food market in Manchester, where people can buy fresh produce or sign up to have boxes delivered. McGee said there are a few other programs with similar aims scattered throughout the U.S. but that the model remains relatively rare. He said his organization relies on state and federal funding, as well as private donations.

Farmer Sylvain Bukasa said he escaped in 2000 from the decades-long conflict in Congo that has resulted in millions of deaths. He spent six years with his wife and son in a refugee camp in Tanzania before being accepted into the U.S. in 2006.

"I was worried for my safety," he said. "I decided to just go somewhere where it's a little bit safer."

Bukasa said he has worked hard since arriving in the U.S. and relishes his new life. But at first he missed the foods he grew up with. He could only find them in specialized markets, where they tended to be expensive and of poor quality.

"Back home we ate more vegetables and less meat," he said. "When we came here it's more chicken, more pizza, things like that. They taste good, but it's not good for you."

    



Bukasa started growing crops on the farm in 2011. The initial plan on the Dunbarton farm was to allow migrants like him to grow traditional crops for themselves and their families. But demand grew, particularly during the pandemic, prompting the farm's evolution into a commercial operation.

For a few of the farmers, the harvest provides their primary income. For most, like Bukasa, it's a side gig. He works fulltime as a service agent for a rental car company and travels whenever he can to tend his plot of just over an acre (0.4 hectares). The biggest challenges are making sure his crops are adequately watered and stopping the weeds from taking over, he said.

Mondays are harvest days, and on a recent Monday, Bukasa listed the crops he was picking: tomatoes, summer squash, zucchini, kale, corn, okra, and the leaves from pumpkins and sorrel -- which he and the other migrants call sour-sour because of its taste.

    



He said there's a surprisingly large Congolese community throughout New England, and they appreciate what he grows.

"It's a hard job, but hard work is good work," Bukasa said. "It's fun and it helps people. I like when I satisfy people with the food that they eat."

His dream is to one day buy his own farm with a couple of acres of land, so he can walk out his front door to tend to his crops rather than driving 20 minutes like he does now. A more immediate challenge, he said, is to work on the marketing side of his business. 

He's got to the point where he now grows more food than he's able to sell, and he hates seeing any of it go to waste. One idea is to buy a van, so he can deliver more produce himself.

"You see the competition in there," he says with a grin, motioning toward the tent where other refugee farmers wash and pack their crops. "See how many farmers are trying to sell their produce."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/refugee-farmers-new-hampshire-africa-asia-f4a35b383289dd7e2a4bb5aa2ffc3216
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            Multiple explosions went off Wednesday at the site of a funeral for three Hezbollah members and a child killed by exploding pagers the day before, according to Associated Press journalists at the scene. (AP video/Fadi Tawil)
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            Walkie-talkies and solar equipment exploded in Beirut and other parts of Lebanon on Wednesday in an apparent second wave of attacks targeting devices a day after pagers used by Hezbollah blew up, state media and officials for the militant group said.
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            Hezbollah fighters carry one of the coffins of four fallen comrades who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah fighters salute as they stand next to the coffins of four victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Lebanese soldiers and firefighters gather outside a mobile shop after what is believed to be the result of a walkie-talkie exploding inside it, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            This video grab, shows a walkie-talkie that was exploded inside a house, in Baalbek, east Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A Lebanese army bomb disposal specialist wearing a protective gear prepares, with his comrade, to detonate a walkie-talkie that was found at the parking of the American University Hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A partly damaged car after what is believed to be the result of a walkie-talkie exploding inside it, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A police officer inspects a car in which a hand-held pager exploded, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Lebanese soldiers stand guard at a street that leads to the American University hospital where they bring wounded people whose handheld pager exploded, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Hsu Ching-kuang, chairman of Apollo Gold, talks about the Taiwan company's communication products at the headquarters in New Taipei City, Taiwan Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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            This photo shows a house where a Hungarian company that allegedly manufactured pagers that exploded in Lebanon and Syria, is headquartered in Budapest Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            People gather outside the American University hospital after the arrival of several men who were wounded by exploded handheld pagers, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bassam Masri)
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            14 of 20 | 
            Civil Defense first-responders carry a man who was wounded after his handheld pager exploded, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024.(AP Photo)
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            15 of 20 | 
            CORRECTS DAY TO TUESDAY WHEN INJURED Families of victims who were injured on Tuesday by their exploding handheld pagers, wait at the emergency entrance of the American University hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            16 of 20 | 
            CORRECTS DAY TO TUESDAY WHEN INJURED Lebanese Red Cross ambulance passes next of the families of victims who were injured on Tuesday by their exploding handheld pagers, at the emergency entrance of the American University hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            This shows a sign featuring the names of several companies on the door of a house where a Hungarian company that allegedly manufactured pagers that exploded in Lebanon and Syria is headquartered in Budapest Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            18 of 20 | 
            Civil Defense first-responders carry a man who was wounded after his handheld pager exploded, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024.(AP Photo)
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            19 of 20 | 
            A Civil Defense first-responder carries a wounded man whose handheld pager exploded at al-Zahraa hospital in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            20 of 20 | 
            Mourners carry the coffins of victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah fighters carry one of the coffins of four fallen comrades who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah fighters salute as they stand next to the coffins of four victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Lebanese soldiers and firefighters gather outside a mobile shop after what is believed to be the result of a walkie-talkie exploding inside it, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            This video grab, shows a walkie-talkie that was exploded inside a house, in Baalbek, east Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A Lebanese army bomb disposal specialist wearing a protective gear prepares, with his comrade, to detonate a walkie-talkie that was found at the parking of the American University Hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            A partly damaged car after what is believed to be the result of a walkie-talkie exploding inside it, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Mohammed Zaatari)
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            A police officer inspects a car in which a hand-held pager exploded, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Lebanese soldiers stand guard at a street that leads to the American University hospital where they bring wounded people whose handheld pager exploded, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Hsu Ching-kuang, chairman of Apollo Gold, talks about the Taiwan company's communication products at the headquarters in New Taipei City, Taiwan Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Johnson Lai)
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            This photo shows a house where a Hungarian company that allegedly manufactured pagers that exploded in Lebanon and Syria, is headquartered in Budapest Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            People gather outside the American University hospital after the arrival of several men who were wounded by exploded handheld pagers, in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bassam Masri)
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            Civil Defense first-responders carry a man who was wounded after his handheld pager exploded, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024.(AP Photo)
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            CORRECTS DAY TO TUESDAY WHEN INJURED Families of victims who were injured on Tuesday by their exploding handheld pagers, wait at the emergency entrance of the American University hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            CORRECTS DAY TO TUESDAY WHEN INJURED Lebanese Red Cross ambulance passes next of the families of victims who were injured on Tuesday by their exploding handheld pagers, at the emergency entrance of the American University hospital, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            This shows a sign featuring the names of several companies on the door of a house where a Hungarian company that allegedly manufactured pagers that exploded in Lebanon and Syria is headquartered in Budapest Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Civil Defense first-responders carry a man who was wounded after his handheld pager exploded, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024.(AP Photo)
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                                    Civil Defense first-responders carry a man who was wounded after his handheld pager exploded, in the southern port city of Sidon, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024.(AP Photo)
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            A Civil Defense first-responder carries a wounded man whose handheld pager exploded at al-Zahraa hospital in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            Mourners carry the coffins of victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Walkie-talkies exploded in Beirut and other parts of Lebanon on Wednesday in a second wave of attacks targeting devices a day after pagers used by Hezbollah blew up, state media and officials for the militant group said. At least 20 people were killed and more than 450 wounded in the second wave, the Health Ministry said.
The attacks -- which were widely believed to be carried out by Israel targeting Hezbollah but have also killed civilians -- have hiked fears that the two sides' simmering conflict could escalate into all-out war.
Speaking to Israeli troops on Wednesday, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said, "We are at the start of a new phase in the war -- it requires courage, determination and perseverance." He made no mention of the exploding devices but praised the work of Israel's army and security agencies, saying "the results are very impressive."

    


In Wednesday's attacks, several blasts were heard at a funeral in Beirut for three Hezbollah members and a child killed by exploding pagers the day before, according to Associated Press journalists at the scene. An AP photographer in the southern coastal city of Sidon saw a car and a mobile phone shop damaged after devices exploded inside of them. The state news agency reported home solar energy system blowing up in several locations, but experts cast doubt on whether those incidents were connected, saying they may have been coincidental accidents. 




The new blasts hit a country still roiling with confusion and anger after Tuesday's pager bombings, which killed at least 12 people, including two children, and wounded some 2,800 others.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The second wave also deepens concern over the potentially indiscriminate casualties caused in the attacks, in which hundreds of blasts went off wherever the holder of the pager happened to be -- in homes, cars, at grocery stores and in cafes, often with family or bystanders nearby.

    


While the pagers were used by Hezbollah members, there was no guarantee who was holding the device at the time it was detonated. Also, many of the casualties were not Hezbollah fighters, but members of the group's extensive civilian operations mainly serving Lebanon's Shiite community.
At least two health workers were among those killed Tuesday. Doctors, nurses, paramedics, charity workers, teachers and office administrators work for Hezbollah-linked organizations, and an unknown number had pagers.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Mystery over exploding Hezbollah pagers stretches from Israel to Hungary
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ben Thomas reports a source tells the AP that Israel briefed the U.S. on the exploding pagers after they went off.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Mary Ellen O'Connell, a professor of law and international peace studies at the University of Notre Dame in Indiana, said booby-traps are banned under international law. "Weaponizing an object used by civilians is strictly prohibited," she said. 
The U.N. human rights chief, Volker Turk, called for an independent investigation into the mass explosions, saying, "The fear and terror unleashed is profound." 
The U.N. Security Council scheduled an emergency meeting on the explosions in Lebanon on Friday afternoon at the request of Algeria, the Arab representative on the powerful 15-member body.
Iran-backed Hezbollah -- Lebanon's strongest armed force -- has exchanged fire with Israel's military almost daily since Oct. 8, the day after a deadly Hamas-led assault in southern Israel triggered the war in Gaza. Since then, hundreds have been killed in strikes in Lebanon and dozens in Israel, while tens of thousands on each side of the border have been displaced. Hezbollah said its strikes are in support of its ally, Hamas. 

    


Hezbollah announced three strikes on parts of northern Israel Wednesday, at least one of which took place after the latest round of explosions in Lebanon.
Israeli leaders have issued a series of warnings in recent weeks that they might increase operations against Hezbollah in Lebanon, saying they must stop the exchange of fire to allow people to return to homes near the border. Israel began moving more troops to its border with Lebanon on Wednesday as a precautionary measure, according to an official with knowledge of the movements who spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak to the media.

    


In his comments, Gallant said that after months of fighting Hamas in Gaza, "the center of gravity is shifting to the north by diverting resources and forces."
As Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu huddled with top security officials at Israeli military headquarters in Tel Aviv, the country's army chief, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, said plans have been drawn up for additional action against Hezbollah. Israeli media say the government has not yet decided whether to launch a major offensive in Lebanon. 
Hezbollah's leader, Hassan Nasrallah, is expected to deliver a major speech on Thursday.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the U.S. is still assessing how the attacks in Lebanon could affect efforts to negotiate a cease-fire in the Israel-Hamas war.

    


The pager bombings appeared to be a complex operation months in the making, with many experts believing Israel infiltrated the supply chain and rigged hundreds of pagers with explosives before they were imported to Lebanon. But little evidence has emerged so far. 
Gold Apollo, a Taiwanese firm, said it authorized a Hungary-based company, BAC Consulting KFT, to use its name on devices delivered to Hezbollah. But a Hungarian government spokesman said Wednesday the pagers delivered to Hezbollah were never in Hungary and that BAC Consultants merely acted as an intermediary. 
Hungarian national security services were cooperating with international partners, the Hungarian spokesman, Zoltan Kovacs, posted Wednesday on X.
Wednesday's new bombings came as Lebanese were mourning the dead from the day before.
Two explosions went off at the edges of the funeral of two fighters, a young boy and a paramedic in southern Beirut. As ambulances screeched to the scene, the ceremony continued, with a senior Hezbollah official, Hashem Safieddine, telling mourners that Israel's "aggression will face its special punishment."
Israeli drones buzzed overhead - as they do often over Beirut and many parts of Lebanon - as thousands of mourners marched in a procession with the four coffins to a cemetery.
"We will not despair and we will not surrender. We will continue as long as blood circulates in our veins," said one woman, who identified herself as Um Hussein, as she stood outside the cemetery with her four children.
In the village of Nabi Sheet in the Bekaa Valley, dozens gathered to mourn 9-year-old Fatima Abdullah, another victim of the pagers. Her mother, wearing black and donning a yellow Hezbollah scarf, wept alongside other women and children as they gathered around the little girl's coffin before her burial. 
___
This story has been updated to correct the age of one of the children killed. She was 9, not 8.
___
Spike reported from Budapest and Lai from Taipei, Taiwan. Associated Press journalists Abby Sewell and Kareem Chehayeb in Beirut; Simina Mistreanu in Taipei; Melanie Lidman and Josef Federman in Jerusalem; Zeke Miller in Washington; and Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, contributed to this report.
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            Forest fires in Peru have left at least 15 dead as of Monday and more than 3,000 hectares of cultivated land and natural areas razed.
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            Authorities in Peru declared a state of emergency in 3 regions on Wednesday after wildfires left at least 15 dead since July and more than 3,000 hectares (7,400 acres) scorched.
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                                        LIMA, Peru (AP) -- Wildfires in Peru have left at least 15 dead since July and more than 3,000 hectares (7,400 acres) of cultivated land and natural areas scorched, authorities said Monday.
Prime Minister Gustavo Adrianzen told reporters that the fires were started by human activity and that 22 of the 24 regions that make up the country have active outbreaks. He added that clouds, smoke and winds were hampering the operations of the aircraft available to fight the fires.
A Civil Defense report seen by The Associated Press indicates that since July at least 15 people have died and another 98 have been injured due to the fires. Of the fatalities, 10 died in the last two weeks and more than 1,800 people have been affected. The livestock sector was reported to have lost 334 animals.
Peru's National Forest and Wildlife Service, SERFOR, indicated that the effects of climate change intensify the conditions that facilitate the spread of fire.

    


"Extremely strong winds and prolonged droughts dry out vegetation, turning it into highly flammable fuel," said Romina Liza, a specialist in monitoring and management of forest Fires at SERFOR. "This allows the fires to spread rapidly." 
Some of the most complicated fires are in the Amazon region, which borders Ecuador, the head of civil defense, Juan Urcariegui, told a local television station.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            A body found in rural southeastern Kentucky is believed to be the man suspected of shooting and wounding five people on an interstate highway, authorities said Wednesday night.
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            FILE - Trees stand in wooded areas alongside Interstate 75 near Livingston, Ky., Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, as police search for a suspect in a shooting Saturday along the Interstate. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley, File)
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            This image released by the Mount Vernon Fire Department shows traffic stopped during an active shooting on Interstate 75 north of London, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (Camden Mink/Mount Vernon Fire Department via AP)
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            This image released by Kentucky's London Police Department shows Joseph A. Couch, a person of interest in the Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, shootings on Interstate 75 near London, Ky. (London Police Department via AP)
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            Trees stand in wooded areas alongside Interstate 75 near Livingston, Ky., Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, as police search for a suspect in a shooting Saturday along the Interstate. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            This image released by the Mount Vernon Fire Department shows traffic stopped during an active shooting on Interstate 75 north of London, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (Camden Mink/Mount Vernon Fire Department via AP)
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            This image released by Kentucky's London Police Department shows Joseph A. Couch, a person of interest in the Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, shootings on Interstate 75 near London, Ky. (London Police Department via AP)
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            Trees stand in wooded areas alongside Interstate 75 near Livingston, Ky., Sunday, Sept. 8, 2024, as police search for a suspect in a shooting Saturday along the Interstate. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- A body found in rural southeastern Kentucky is believed to be the man suspected of shooting and wounding five people on an interstate highway, authorities said Wednesday night. The search ended with two private sleuths joining in the dramatic discovery.
Kentucky State Police Commissioner Phillip Burnett Jr. said the body located earlier in the day was believed to be Joseph Couch, of Woodbine. Authorities hoped the discovery signaled the conclusion of an intense, nearly two-week search that had area residents on edge.
"People have been in fear," Laurel County Sheriff John Root said. "That's not the normal here in Laurel County. So now that this has been discovered, I hope that our county can get back to what's normal."
A dozen vehicles were hit and five people wounded in the Sept. 7 shooting on Interstate 75 near London, a city of about 8,000 people roughly 75 miles (120 kilometers) south of Lexington. 

    


Burnett said Wednesday night that accessories found with the body led authorities to conclude it was Couch. He had no details on the cause of death, saying that would be determined in an autopsy, but he said a weapon was found at the site. He didn't know how long the body had been there.




"We are very confident this brings the closure to the search for Joseph Couch," Burnett said.
Root said the discovery of the body wasn't the outcome authorities wanted.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I don't think nobody on this stage wished that we would have found him in the condition that we found," Root said at a news conference in London. "I'd rather he'd been alive and he could have paid for what he's done."
The body was found following an exhaustive search of the rugged and hilly terrain in the area where the attack happened. Teams combed 28,000 acres (11,331 hectares) in the search.
But it is a private couple who will reap a $25,000 reward for their part in the discovery.

    


YouTube streamers Fred and Sheila McCoy from Kentucky said they searched the area for about six days and were looking for signs of vultures in the air. Fred McCoy said he saw some near the I-75 exit Wednesday, and they followed the rough terrain down a valley. They then picked up on a bad smell.
"Hey guys, you won't believe it, we found him, oh my goodness gracious," Sheila McCoy said while filming the search. "Now this little area (London) can rest."
State police troopers had searched the area all day and also noticed vultures hovering above and then detected a strong odor, Burnett said Wednesday night. While moving through the woods to locate the odor, the troopers heard voices, identified themselves and asked the others to do so, he said.
It turned out to be the McCoys, who told the troopers they also were searching for Couch.
"Almost immediately after that interaction between troopers and the McCoys, the troopers and the McCoys stumbled upon an unidentified body," Burnett said.
The highway shootings led some schools to shut down and shift to virtual learning for several days as authorities warned residents to be extra vigilant. Schools reopened Tuesday with bolstered police security in the county where the shooting happened.

    


Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear called the shootings an "act of violence and evil."
Authorities said the shooter fired 20 to 30 rounds, creating a chaotic scene. The five victims survived, but some suffered serious injuries.
After sending the text message vowing to "kill a lot of people" to a woman before the attack, Couch sent another saying, "I'll kill myself afterwards," investigators said in an affidavit. The document did not describe the relationship between Couch and the woman. However, the two have a child together but were never married, according to an attorney who handled the custody arrangement for their son, born in 2016.
Early in the search, authorities found Couch's abandoned vehicle near the crime scene and a semi-automatic weapon that investigators believe was used in the shooting. An Army-style duffel bag that was found had "Couch" handwritten in marker, and a phone believed to be Couch's was found without a battery.

    


Authorities said he purchased the AR-15 weapon and about 1,000 rounds of ammunition at a London gun store hours before the shooting.
Couch had a military background in the Army Reserve. The U.S. Army said he served from 2013 to 2019 as a combat engineer. He was a private when he left and had no deployments.
The search focused on a densely wooded area about 8 miles (13 kilometers) north of London that a state police official described as "walking in a jungle." Aided by helicopters and drones, search teams on the ground contended with cliffs, sinkholes, caves, waterways and thick brush.
When the ground search was suspended at night, specially trained officers were deployed in strategic locations to prevent the gunman from slipping out of the area. On Tuesday, authorities said they were pulling searchers from the woods to bolster patrols in nearby communities in hopes of calming fears among residents.

    


As the mystery of Couch's whereabouts appeared to be solved Wednesday, the sheriff urged prayers for the shooting victims and for the suspect's family, who he said have cooperated with authorities.
"The family cannot be blamed for the misfortune that this guy's caused," Root said. 
___
Associated Press writer Dylan Lovan in Louisville, Kentucky, contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - Venezuelan opposition presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez waves to supporters during a political event at a square in the Hatillo municipality of Caracas, Venezuela, June 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos, File)
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                                        CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- Venezuela's former opposition candidate, Edmundo Gonzalez, on Wednesday said he was coerced into signing a letter effectively recognizing his defeat in July's presidential election, which electoral authorities claim was won by President Nicolas Maduro. 
The revelation of the letter is the latest strain to the country's political crisis, which was exacerbated by the disputed election results and Gonzalez's recent departure for exile in Spain. Gonzalez and the Unitary Platform coalition he represented on July 28 claim they defeated Maduro by a wide margin.
The document states it was meant to be confidential, but Jorge Rodriguez, head of the National Assembly and Maduro's chief negotiator, presented it during a nationally televised press conference hours after a local news outlet published parts of it. The letter shows Gonzalez as the sender and is addressed to Rodriguez, who signed it as recipient.

    


Rodriguez told reporters Gonzalez signed the letter of his own volition. Gonzalez, however, in a video posted on social media said he signed it under duress.
"They showed up with a document that I would have to sign to allow my departure from the country," Gonzalez said. "In other words, either I signed or I would face consequences. There were very tense hours of coercion, blackmail and pressure."




Rodriguez, questioned about Gonzalez video message, threatened to reveal audio of his conversations with Gonzalez if he did not take back his assertions.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Venezuela's National Electoral Council, which is stacked with Maduro loyalists, declared Maduro the election winner hours after polls closed. Unlike previous presidential elections, electoral authorities did not provide detailed vote counts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the opposition coalition collected tally sheets from 80% of the nation's electronic voting machines and posted them online. Gonzalez and opposition leader Maria Corina Machado said the voting records showed the former diplomat won the election with twice as many votes as Maduro.

    


Gonzalez then became the subject of an arrest warrant over an investigation into the publishing of the tally sheets.
Global condemnation over the lack of transparency prompted Maduro to ask Venezuela's Supreme Tribunal of Justice, whose members are aligned with the ruling party, to audit the results. The high court reaffirmed his victory.
Gonzalez, Machado, other opposition leaders and foreign governments questioned the audit's results. However, in the letter made public Wednesday, Gonzalez admitted that while he does not agree with the tribunal's ruling, "I abide by it because it is a resolution of the highest court of the Republic."
In contrast, in his video message, he called himself the "elected president of millions and millions of Venezuelans" and promised to "fulfill" their mandate. 
Venezuela's next presidential term begins Jan. 10 and lasts six years.
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            Addressing the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute's conference Wednesday, Vice President Kamala Harris slammed Donald Trump's immigration proposals, warning of "massive raids, massive detention camps" and mass deportations if Trump is elected again.
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            Trump is again insisting that he can win the state of New York, a Democratic stronghold, at a rally in Uniondale on New York's Long Island. He also ripped into the democratic leadership of New York City, blaming them for job losses and rising crime.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) Leadership Conference, at the Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, speaks during a campaign event, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Uniondale, N.Y. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump makes a campaign stop at Pubkey Bar and Media House, Wednesday, Sept.18, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) Leadership Conference, at Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks during a town hall event at the Dort Financial Center, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Flint, Mich. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) leadership conference, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump makes a campaign stop at Pubkey Bar and Media House, Wednesday, Sept.18, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) Leadership Conference, at the Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris waves to the crowd as she leaves at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) Leadership Conference, at Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event at Nassau Coliseum, Wednesday, Sept.18, 2024, in Uniondale, N.Y. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, speaks during a campaign event, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Uniondale, N.Y. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 15 | 
            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event at Nassau Coliseum, Wednesday, Sept.18, 2024, in Uniondale, N.Y. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, speaks during a campaign event, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Uniondale, N.Y. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) Leadership Conference, at the Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump, speaks during a campaign event, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Uniondale, N.Y. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump makes a campaign stop at Pubkey Bar and Media House, Wednesday, Sept.18, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris arrives at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) Leadership Conference, at Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks during a town hall event at the Dort Financial Center, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Flint, Mich. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) leadership conference, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump makes a campaign stop at Pubkey Bar and Media House, Wednesday, Sept.18, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) Leadership Conference, at the Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris on Wednesday criticized Republican Donald Trump 's promise to deport millions of people who are in the United States illegally, questioning whether he would rely on massive raids and detention camps to carry it out. 
Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, told the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute's annual leadership conference that the nation can find both a pathway to citizenship for those who want to come and at the same time secure the border.
"We can do both, and we must do both," she said.
Trump, for his part, leaned heavily on his alarmist message on immigration as he held a rally in Uniondale on New York's Long Island, focusing the bulk of his remarks on the subject. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Harris hits Trump's promise of mass deportations as both candidates break from battleground states
    

    
    
    In remarks to Hispanic members of Congress, Vice President Harris says Donald Trump is pledging the biggest deportation in American history.

    

"We're just destroying the fabric of life in our country. And we're not going to take it any longer. And you got to get rid of these people. Give me a shot," Trump said.

    


Both candidates took a break Wednesday from campaigning in the toss-up states that will likely decide the Nov. 5 election. The former president drew a large, roaring crowd, giving him a chance to show deep support even in a blue state.




He ripped into Democratic leadership in New York City and state, blaming them for homeless people living in what he called "horrible, disgusting, dangerous, filthy encampments," and even the conditions on the New York City subway, which he called "squalid and unsafe" and promised to renovate.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"What the hell do you have to lose?" he said in asking for their votes. 
Before heading out to the suburbs, Trump stopped at a Bitcoin cafe in New York City. Trump has recently embraced cryptocurrency and on Monday night helped launch his family's new cryptocurrency venture.
Harris harked back to the Trump administration's immigration policies as she bid for Hispanic support. 
"While we fight to move our nation forward to a brighter future, Donald Trump and his extremist allies will keep trying to pull us backward," Harris said. "We all remember what they did to tear families apart, and now they have pledged to carry out the largest deportation, a mass deportation, in American history."

    


"Imagine what that would look like and what that would be? How's that going to happen? Massive raids? Massive detention camps? What are they talking about?" she said. 
Trump has promised to carry out "the largest deportation operation in the history of our country" if he's elected in November. He has offered no details on how such an operation would work. 
Trump has focused on immigration as a top campaign issue and made it a key focus of his remarks Wednesday.
"Look at what's happening," he told his crowd in New York. "Businesses that are fleeing, money draining out of your state and hundreds of thousands of illegal migrants sucking your public resources dry."
Trump said he plans in the next two weeks to visit Springfield, Ohio, which has been the center of false accusations from the former president and his running mate JD Vance that members of the city's Haitian community are abducting and eating cats and dogs. Trump also said he plans to visit Aurora, Colorado, where he says a Venezuelan street gang with a small presence in the city has taken over a rundown apartment complex. Aurora police say that's not the case. 

    


He has an advantage over Harris in opinion polling on whom voters trust to better handle the issue.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Meanwhile, the Teamsters labor union declined to endorse either Harris or Trump, saying neither had sufficient support from its 1.3 million members.
Harris had met Monday with a panel of Teamsters, having long courted organized labor and made support for the middle class her central policy goal. Trump met earlier in the year with a panel of Teamsters, and its president, Sean O'Brien, spoke at his invitation at the Republican National Convention.
Trump's rally Wednesday night was in Uniondale, an area that could be key to Republicans maintaining control of the House. His party is trying to protect 18 Republicans in Democratic-heavy congressional districts that Joe Biden carried in 2020, particularly in coastal New York and California, and going on offense to challenge Democrats elsewhere.

    


Long Island in particular features one of the most closely watched races, between first-term Republican Rep. Anthony D'Esposito and Democrat Laura Gillen. D'Esposito is a former New York Police detective who won in 2022 in a district that Biden won by about 15 percentage points in 2020.
Trump posted Tuesday on his Truth Social platform that the GOP has "a real chance of winning" New York "for the first time in many decades." In that same post, Trump also pledged that he would "get SALT back," suggesting he would eliminate a cap on state and local tax deductions that were part of tax cut legislation he signed into law in 2017.
The so-called SALT cap has led to bigger tax bills for many residents of New York, New Jersey, California and other high-cost, high-tax states, and is an important campaign issue in those states, particularly among those New York Republicans serving in districts Biden won.

    


Harris' speech to the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute marked the second day in a row that she has tended to constituencies considered key to the Democratic Party.
On Tuesday, she sat for an interview in Philadelphia with members of the National Association of Black Journalists. She decried Trump's rhetoric and said voters should make sure he "can't have that microphone again." She has trips planned later in the week to Michigan, Georgia and Wisconsin.
Trump is attempting to return to his campaign cadence after Sunday's apparent assassination attempt as he golfed in Florida. On Tuesday, he traveled to Flint, Michigan, and has not appeared to alter plans for upcoming trips to the nation's capital and North Carolina later in the week.
His running mate, Ohio Sen. JD Vance, held an event in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Wednesday.
___
Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://x.com/MegKinnardAP
---
Kinnard reported from Houston and Colvin reported from Uniondale, New York. Associated Press writers Darlene Superville in Washington and Michelle L. Price in New York contributed to this report.
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Iranian hackers tried but failed to interest Biden's campaign in stolen Trump info, FBI says
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                    Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump makes a campaign stop at Pubkey Bar and Media House, Wednesday, Sept.18, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Iranian hackers sought to interest President Joe Biden's campaign in information stolen from rival Donald Trump's campaign, sending unsolicited emails to people associated with the then-Democratic candidate in an effort to interfere in the 2024 election, the FBI and other federal agencies said Wednesday.
There's no indication that any of the recipients responded, officials said, and several media organizations who have said they also were approached with stolen material did not publish it. Kamala Harris' presidential campaign called the emails from Iran "unwelcome and unacceptable malicious activity" that were received by only a few people who regarded them as spam or phishing attempts.
The emails were received before the hack of the Trump campaign was publicly acknowledged, and there's no evidence the recipients of the emails knew their origin.

    


The announcement is the latest U.S. government effort to call out what officials say is Iran's brazen, ongoing work to interfere in the election, including a hack-and-leak campaign that the FBI and other federal agencies linked last month to Tehran. 




U.S. officials in recent months have used criminal charges, sanctions and public advisories to detail actions taken by foreign adversaries to influence the election, including an indictment targeting a covert Russian effort to spread pro-Russia content to U.S. audiences.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's a stark turnabout from the government's response in 2016, when Obama administration officials were criticized for not being forthcoming about the Russian interference they were seeing on Trump's behalf as he ran against Democrat Hillary Clinton.
In this case, the hackers sent emails in late June and early July to people who were associated with Biden's campaign before he dropped out. The emails "contained an excerpt taken from stolen, non-public material from former President Trump's campaign as text in the emails," according to a statement released by the FBI, the Office of the Director of National Intelligence and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency.

    


The agencies have said the Trump campaign hack and an attempted breach of the Biden-Harris campaign are part of an effort to undermine voters' faith in the election and to stoke discord.
The FBI informed Trump aides within the last 48 hours that information hacked by Iran had been sent to the Biden campaign, according to a senior campaign official granted anonymity to speak because of the sensitive nature of the investigation.
The Trump campaign disclosed on Aug. 10 that it had been hacked and said Iranian actors had stolen and distributed sensitive internal documents. At least three news outlets -- Politico, The New York Times and The Washington Post -- were leaked confidential material from inside the Trump campaign. So far, each has refused to reveal any details about what it received.
Politico reported that it began receiving emails on July 22 from an anonymous account. The source -- an AOL email account identified only as "Robert" -- passed along what appeared to be a research dossier that the campaign had apparently done on the Republican vice presidential nominee, Ohio Sen. JD Vance. The document was dated Feb. 23, almost five months before Trump selected Vance as his running mate.

    


In a statement, Harris campaign spokesperson Morgan Finkelstein said the campaign has cooperated with law enforcement since learning that people associated with Biden's team were among the recipients of the emails.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"We're not aware of any material being sent directly to the campaign; a few individuals were targeted on their personal emails with what looked like a spam or phishing attempt," Finkelstein said. "We condemn in the strongest terms any effort by foreign actors to interfere in U.S. elections including this unwelcome and unacceptable malicious activity. 
Trump campaign national press secretary Karoline Leavitt called the effort to dangle stolen information to the Biden campaign "further proof the Iranians are actively interfering in the election" to help Harris. 

    


Intelligence officials have said Iran opposes Trump's reelection, seeing him as more likely to increase tension between Washington and Tehran. Trump's administration ended a nuclear deal with Iran, reimposed sanctions and ordered the killing of Iranian Gen. Qassem Soleimani, an act that prompted Iran's leaders to vow revenge.
Iran's intrusion on the Trump campaign was cited as just one of the cyberattacks and disinformation campaigns identified by tech companies and national security officials at a hearing Wednesday of the Senate Intelligence Committee. Executives from Meta, Google and Microsoft briefed lawmakers on their plans for safeguarding the election, and the attacks they'd seen so far.
"The most perilous time I think will come 48 hours before the election," Microsoft President Brad Smith told lawmakers during the hearing, which focused on American tech companies' efforts to safeguard the election from foreign disinformation and cyberattacks.
___
Associated Press writer Jill Colvin in New York contributed to this report.
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                    This undated photo provided by Volusia County, Fla. Sheriff office shows Volusia County Sheriff Michael J. Chitwood (Volusia County, Fla. Sheriff office via AP)
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                                        TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Around the country, communities are being battered by a wave of school shooting threats, sparking emergency notifications, urgent group chats and heightened fears among parents that their child's school could be the next Parkland or Sandy Hook or Uvalde -- or any other town hit by mass shootings.
On Florida's Atlantic coast, Sheriff Mike Chitwood of Volusia County said he got some of these same notifications after he walked his grandchildren to school this week. 
"It just stuck with me because my cell phone was going off telling me about the other threats. Thinking to myself, how many parents in this country have done just what I just did," Chitwood said, "and they never, ever, ever get to hold their loved one again."
Fed up with school shooting threats in his community, Chitwood pledged to publicly identify students accused of making such threats. 

    


On Monday, he posted the name and mugshot of an 11-year-old boy arrested for allegedly threatening to carry out a shooting at a middle school in his county. The decision swiftly drew praise and criticism amid the ongoing national debate over what it would take to stem the gun violence plaguing the nation. On Wednesday evening he released another video online showing two more young people, identified as 16- and 17-year-olds, in handcuffs and being led to jail over what he called another school threat.




The initial video posted by Chitwood online showed what an arrest report described as "various airsoft style rifles and pistols, magazines, fake ammunition ... and several knives and swords" that investigators say the 11-year-old boy gathered. The footage later cuts to an officer leading the handcuffed boy from a squad car before he's locked into an empty cell. The boy's face is frequently visible in the video, which already has gained hundreds of thousands of social media views. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Then on Wednesday, Chitwood was at it again, posting a message online: "Two more students are in custody following a school shooting threat" and adding of the teens, "We will introduce you to these two in the very near future." 

    


Hours later the sheriff posted a Facebook video showing two teens being led in handcuffs from a law enforcement van into separate empty cells. He is heard saying in the post: "Go talk to the families who have lost a loved one in a school shooting. These little knuckleheads think it's funny? Go talk to those parents and see how funny this is." 
The AP generally does not identify anyone under 18 accused of a crime or transmit images that would reveal their identity.
Chitwood this week told The Associated Press he doesn't know if publicly shaming accused juveniles will be effective. But he had to act to get through to students and their parents.
Since the school year started a few weeks ago in Volusia County, Chitwood said, his office has reported more than 280 school threats compared to 352 in all of last year.
"Something has to be done," Chitwood said. "Where are the parents?"
Under Florida law, juvenile court records are generally confidential and exempt from public release -- unless the child is charged with a felony, as in this case. 

    


Chitwood has a reputation of being a tough-talking figure and maintains he is within his rights to identify such young people.
"I'm not worried about the 2% that might get handcuffed that somebody might get offended about," Chitwood said. "I'm worried about the other 98% that are trying to go to school and live their normal lives not in fear to get an education."
Daniel Mears, a criminology professor at Florida State University who researches school shootings, said the sheriff's actions are contrary to the spirit of the juvenile justice system.
"Juvenile records were supposed to be confidential for a reason. The idea was that kids would have a second shot in life," Mears said.
Still, Mears said there have long been exceptions for particularly heinous crimes, noting school threats are treated differently.
"School shootings are just really unbelievably scary and concerning to people," he said. 

    


Among those applauding the sheriff's actions is Max Schachter, whose son Alex was murdered along with 16 others in a 2018 mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida.
"We had a culture of complacency that led to the Parkland school shooting. And we can't be complacent anymore," Schachter told AP. "We should be holding the individuals that perpetrate these threats and become mass shooters to the highest extent of the law. And ultimately we should be holding their parents responsible."
Chitwood has said he's investigating whether parents of kids who make threats can be held financially or criminally liable. 
The first parents convicted in a U.S. mass school shooting -- Jennifer and James Crumbley -- were sentenced in April to at least 10 years in prison as a Michigan judge lamented missed opportunities that could have prevented their teenage son Ethan from possessing a gun and killing four students in 2021. The parents were convicted of involuntary manslaughter earlier in the year.

    


In Winder, Georgia, prosecutors have filed charges against the father of a 14-year-old boy accused of killing two students and two teachers in a recent high school shooting.
Keri Rodrigues, president of the education advocacy group National Parents Union, said what's needed is gun control -- and sufficient psychological support for children in crisis. Surveys show American youth are in the throes of an unprecedented mental health crisis.
"I think parents across the country are struggling with what to do with kids," Rodrigues said. "It's so difficult because we don't have enough social workers. We don't have enough school psychiatrists."
Kathleen Miksits is the mother of two middle schoolers in Volusia County. She believes students and parents need to understand the toll these threats take on their community. Miksits kept her kids home one day this week after students at their school was targeted by a threat. 
Still, she struggles with the thought that this 11-year-old boy may never live this down.
"Kids say things that they don't mean. Or they don't understand what they're saying," she said. "But on the other hand, this is an extremely serious matter and we keep having kids die."
___
This story has been corrected to show an arrest report said the 11-year-old boy had "various airsoft style rifles and pistols" -- not airsoft rifles, pistols.
___ Kate Payne is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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            Tupperware Brands, the company that revolutionized food storage decades ago, has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection.
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            FILE - Colorful Tupperware products are seen in Bellflower, Calif. on Aug. 5, 2011. (AP Photo/Garrett Cheen, File)
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            FILE - Cristina Prince, a Severna Park Elementary School teacher and a Tupperware consultant, shows off some of her merchandise on Aug. 18, 2011. (AP Photo/The Capital, Joshua McKerrow, File)
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            FILE - The logo for Tupperware Brands appears on a monitor on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange on Oct. 30, 2019. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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            FILE - Cristina Prince, a Severna Park Elementary School teacher and a Tupperware consultant, shows off some of her merchandise on Aug. 18, 2011. (AP Photo/The Capital, Joshua McKerrow, File)
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            FILE - The logo for Tupperware Brands appears on a monitor on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange on Oct. 30, 2019. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The company behind Tupperware, the plastic kitchenware that revolutionized food storage after World War II and became inextricably linked to the parties where women seeking a measure of financial independence and fun in midcentury America sold the colorful products, has filed for bankruptcy. 
Tupperware Brands, the Orlando, Florida-based consumer goods company that produces the iconic line of containers, said it was seeking Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection after struggling to revitalize its core business and failing to secure a tenable takeover offer. 
Despite enjoying the same cultural ubiquity as Kleenex, Teflon and other brands whose trademarked names are eponymous with entire product categories, Tupperware has suffered from waning sales, rising competition and the limitations of the direct-to-consumer marketing model that once defined its success. 

    


The company said Tuesday in its bankruptcy filing that consumers shifting away from direct sales, which make up the vast majority of its sales more than a quarter-century after the first Tupperware parties, has hit the storied business hard. 




The company also cited growing public health and environmental concerns about plastic, internal inefficiencies that made it challenging to operate globally, and the "challenging microeconomic environment" of the last several years for its financial straits.

    
    This story is featured in our One Notable Number series, which spotlights the key numbers leading our coverage.
Take a look at more Notable Numbers here.
You can also read more ONEs:
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Tupperware said it planned to continue operating during the bankruptcy proceedings and would seek court approval for a sale "in order to protect" the brand. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tupperware's roots date to 1946. As the company tells it, chemist Earl Tupper found inspiration while creating molds at a plastics factory. He set out on a mission to create an airtight lid seal -- similar to the one on a paint can -- for a plastic container to help families save money on food waste.
The brand experienced explosive growth in the mid-20th century, particularly with the rise of direct sales through Tupperware parties. First held in 1948, the parties were promoted as a way for women to earn supplemental income by selling their friends and neighbors the lidded bowls for holding leftovers.

    


The system worked so well that Tupperware eventually removed its products from stores. It also led Tupper to appoint Brownie Wise, who came up with the house party idea, as a company executive, a position that was rare for a woman at the time. 
In the decades that followed, the brand expanded to include canisters, beakers, cake dishes and all manner of implements, and became a staple in kitchens across America and eventually, abroad as well. A newspaper reporter who went undercover to work as a footman in Buckingham Palace captured pictures of the royal Tupperware on the breakfast table of Queen Elizabeth II. 
The story behind the company also showed up on TV screens and on stage, with depictions in PBS' 2004 film "Tupperware!" and the play "Sealed for Freshness."
"For more than 70 years, Tupperware Brands has centered on a core purpose - to inspire women to cultivate the confidence they need to enrich their lives, nourish their families, and fuel communities around the world," Tricia Stitzel, the company's first female CEO, wrote as recently as 2018. "And we continue to make decisions, from our innovative products to our strategic growth strategy, which reflect this purpose."

    


In the 2000s, Tupperware also diversified beyond its containers by acquiring beauty and personal care companies, most of them direct-selling brands like Avroy Shlain, Fuller Cosmetics, NaturCare, Nutrimetics and Nuvo.
Financial analysts, however, criticized Tupperware in recent years for sticking with the direct sales model and failing to evolve with the times, most notably the large number of women who work outside the home. 
"The reality is that the decline at Tupperware is not new," Neil Saunders, managing director of GlobalData, said in Wednesday commentary. "It is very difficult to see how the brand can get back to its glory days."
The company's sales improved some during the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, when Americans were cooking and eating more at home. But overall sales have been in steady decline over the years due to rising competition from Rubbermaid, OXO and even takeout food containers that consumers recycle. Vintage Tupperware also remains in demand as a collectible. 

    


Overall, sales for food storage supplies are up 18% compared to before the pandemic, according to figures from market research firm Circana. But despite that growth - and the ongoing popularity of food storage videos on social media - the troubles for Tupperware remained. 
Saunders explained that many consumers have migrated to less expensive home storage brands they can find at Target and Walmart. Amazon, the king of online retailers, also has its own line. 
Historically, Tupperware marketed its products as higher-quality durable items. But consumers who are looking for durability are interested in more sustainable materials, such as glass and stainless steel, said Jennifer Christ, manager of consumer and commercial research for the Freedonia Group, a market research company.

    


"There's less brand loyalty than there used to be," Christ said. 
In the past few years, Tupperware tried a few things to expand its reach and attract new customers. It started selling its products on Amazon as well as in stores at Target and Macy's. In 2019, the brand also launched a line made with sustainable materials and expanded it two years later. 
But financial troubles continued to pile up. 
Last year, the company sought additional financing as it warned investors about its ability to stay in business and its risk of being delisted from the New York Stock Exchange.
The company received an additional non-compliance notice from the NYSE for failing to file its annual results with the Securities and Exchange Commission earlier this year. Tupperware continued to warn about its ability to stay afloat in more recent months, with an August securities filing pointing to "significant liquidity challenges." 
Shares for the company have fallen 75% this year. 
In Tuesday's bankruptcy petition, Tupperware reported more than $1.2 billion in total debts and $679.5 million in total assets. It said Tupperware currently employs more than 5,450 employees across 41 countries and partners with over 465,000 consultants who sell products on a freelance basis in nearly 70 countries. Particularly in India, Tupperware was introduced as a way for women to own their own businesses. 
Many Tupperware sellers market the products online, but many also make their sales during Tupperware parties at their homes or neighborhood gatherings. In the announcement of the filing, the company maintained that there were no current changes to Tupperware's independent sales consultant agreements.
Tupperware also pointed to aims to "further advance Tupperware's transformation into a digital-first, technology-led company," possibly signaling a move toward increased reliance of sales on the brand's website or perhaps more online-focused marketing, although the company did not provide exact specifics.
In a statement, Tupperware President and CEO Laurie Ann Goldman acknowledged Tupperware's recent financial struggles and said that the bankruptcy process is meant to provide "essential flexibility" as the company pursues this transformation. The brand, she maintains, isn't going anywhere.
"Whether you are a dedicated member of our Tupperware team, sell, cook with, or simply love our Tupperware products, you are a part of our Tupperware family," Goldman said in a statement. "We plan to continue serving our valued customers with the high-quality products they love and trust throughout this process."
The company's bankruptcy filing, though, faces opposition from Tupperware's new lenders, who want the petition dismissed or converted it to a Chapter 7 case, which would liquidate the company. Alternatively, they're asking the court for permission to take action against the company, which could allow them to collect debt they're owed.
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            The Federal Reserve cut its benchmark interest rate by an unusually large half-point, a dramatic shift after more than two years of high rates helped tame inflation but that also made borrowing painfully expensive for consumers. The rate cut, the Fed's first in more than four years, reflects its new focus on bolstering the job market.
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            Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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            Federal Reserve Board Chairman Jerome Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ben Curtis)
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    Key points

	The Federal Reserve slashed its benchmark interest rate by half a percentage point, the first and the biggest cut since March 2020 when COVID-19 was hammering the economy.
	The cut amounts to a declaration of victory over inflation, which has come down from a peak of 9.1% in June 2022 to 2.5% last month.
	The Fed signaled that it will cut the rate by another half a percentage point this year and expects four more cuts in 2025 and two in 2026.



    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Federal Reserve on Wednesday cut its benchmark interest rate by an unusually large half-point, a dramatic shift after more than two years of high rates that helped tame inflation but also made borrowing painfully expensive for American consumers.
The rate cut, the Fed's first in more than four years, reflects its new focus on bolstering the job market, which has shown clear signs of slowing. Coming just weeks before the presidential election, the Fed's move also has the potential to scramble the economic landscape just as Americans prepare to vote. 
The central bank's action lowered its key rate to roughly 4.8%, down from a two-decade high of 5.3%, where it had stood for 14 months as it struggled to curb the worst inflation streak in four decades. Inflation has tumbled from a peak of 9.1% in mid-2022 to a three-year low of 2.5% in August, not far above the Fed's 2% target.

    


The Fed's policymakers also signaled that they expect to cut their key rate by an additional half-point in their final two meetings this year, in November and December. And they envision four more rate cuts in 2025 and two in 2026.




In a statement and in a news conference with Chair Jerome Powell, the Fed came closer than it has before to declaring victory over inflation.
"We know it is time to recalibrate our (interest rate) policy to something that's more appropriate given the progress on inflation," Powell said. "We're not saying, 'mission accomplished' ... but I have to say, though, we're encouraged by the progress that we have made."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The U.S. economy is in a good place," he added, "and our decision today is designed to keep it there."
Though the central bank now believes inflation is largely defeated, many Americans remain upset with still-high prices for groceries, gas, rent and other necessities. Former President Donald Trump blames the Biden-Harris administration for sparking an inflationary surge. Vice President Kamala Harris, in turn, has charged that Trump's promise to slap tariffs on all imports would raise prices for consumers even further.

    


Rate cuts by the Fed should, over time, lead to lower borrowing costs for mortgages, auto loans and credit cards, boosting Americans' finances and supporting more spending and growth. Homeowners will be able to refinance mortgages at lower rates, saving on monthly payments, and even shift credit card debt to lower-cost personal loans or home equity lines. Businesses may also borrow and invest more. Average mortgage rates have already dropped to an 18-month low of 6.2%, according to Freddie Mac, spurring a jump in demand for refinancings. 
"It's a step in the right direction," Laura Rosner-Warburton, senior economist of MacroPolicy Perspectives, said of Wednesday's Fed move. 
The additional rate cuts it indicated it will make, she said, will "prevent risks from building and the unemployment rate from rising. They are trying to keep the economy in good shape."
In an updated set of projections, the policymakers collectively envision a faster drop in inflation than they did three months ago but also higher unemployment. They foresee their preferred inflation gauge falling to 2.3% by year's end, from its current 2.5%, and to 2.1% by the end of 2025. And they now expect the unemployment rate to rise further this year, to 4.4%, from 4.2% now, and to remain there by the end of 2025. That's above their previous forecasts of 4% for the end of this year and 4.2% for 2025.

    


Powell was pressed at his news conference about whether the Fed's decision to cut its key rate by an unusually large half-point is an acknowledgement that it waited too long to begin reducing borrowing rates.
"We don't think we're behind," he replied. "We think this is timely. But I think you can take this as a sign of our commitment not to get behind. We're not seeing rising (unemployment) claims, not seeing rising layoffs, not hearing from companies that that's something that's going to happen."
He added: "There is thinking that the time to support the labor market is when it's strong and not when you begin to see the layoffs. We don't think we need to see further loosening in labor market conditions to get inflation down to 2%."

    


The Fed's next policy meeting is Nov. 6-7 -- immediately after the presidential election. By cutting rates this week, soon before the election, the Fed is risking attacks from Trump, who has argued that lowering rates now amounts to political interference. Yet Politico has reported that even some key Senate Republicans who were interviewed expressed support for a Fed rate cut this week.
Powell pushed back against any suggestion that the Fed shouldn't cut rates so close to an election.
"We're not serving any politician, any political figure, any cause, any issue," he said. "It's just maximum employment and price stability on behalf of all Americans. And that's how the other central banks are set up, too. It's a good institutional arrangement, which has been good for the public, and I hope and strongly believe that it will continue."

    


Powell's characterization of the economy as fundamentally healthy, with inflation under control and employment stable but likely to benefit from rate cuts was an unspoken rebuttal to Trump's warnings that an economic disaster is near.
The Fed's move Wednesday reverses the inflation-fighting effort it engineered by raising its key rate 11 times in 2022 and 2023. Wage growth has since slowed, removing a potential source of inflationary pressure. And oil and gas prices are falling, a sign that inflation should continue to cool in the months ahead. Consumers are also pushing back against high prices, forcing such companies as Target and McDonald's to dangle deals and discounts. 
The Fed's decision drew the first dissent from a member of its governing board since 2005. Michelle Bowman, a board member who has expressed concern in the past that inflation had not been fully defeated, said she would have preferred a quarter-point rate cut.
But the Fed's policymakers as a whole appear to recognize that after years of strong job growth, employers have slowed hiring, and the unemployment rate has risen nearly a full percentage point from its half-century low in April 2023 to a still-low 4.2%. Once unemployment rises that much, it tends to keep climbing. 
At the same time, the officials and many economists have noted that the rise in unemployment this time largely reflects an influx of people seeking jobs -- notably new immigrants and recent college graduates -- rather than layoffs. 
The Fed's attention now is "preserving the health of the labor market and preventing unnecessary damage to the economy from a pretty restrictive (interest rate) stance," said Rubeela Farooqi, chief U.S. economist at High Frequency Economics.
___
AP Writers Alex Veiga in Los Angeles, Paul Wiseman and Josh Boak in Washington and Stan Choe in New York contributed to this report.
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            FILE - This photo provided by the FBI on Oct. 25, 2023 shows Brian Jeffrey Raymond, a former CIA officer. (FBI via AP)
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            FILE - The seal of the Central Intelligence Agency stands next to a U.S. flag at CIA headquarters in Langley, Va. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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            FILE - This photo provided by the FBI on Oct. 25, 2023 shows Brian Jeffrey Raymond, a former CIA officer. (FBI via AP)
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            FILE - The seal of the Central Intelligence Agency stands next to a U.S. flag at CIA headquarters in Langley, Va. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A longtime CIA officer who drugged, photographed and sexually assaulted more than two dozen women in postings around the world was sentenced to 30 years in federal prison Wednesday after an emotional hearing in which victims described being deceived by a man who appeared kind, educated and part of an agency "that is supposed to protect the world from evil."
Brian Jeffrey Raymond, with a graying beard and orange prison jumpsuit, sat dejectedly as he heard his punishment for one of the most egregious misconduct cases in the CIA's history. It was chronicled in his own library of more than 500 images that showed him in some cases straddling and groping his nude, unconscious victims.
"It's safe to say he's a sexual predator," U.S. Senior Judge Colleen Kollar-Kotelly said in imposing the full sentence prosecutors had requested. "You are going to have a period of time to think about this."

    


Prosecutors say the 48-year-old Raymond's assaults date to 2006 and tracked his career in Mexico, Peru and other countries, all following a similar pattern: 
He would lure women he met on Tinder and other dating apps to his government-leased apartment and drug them while serving wine and snacks. Once they were unconscious, he spent hours posing their naked bodies before photographing and assaulting them. He opened their eyelids at times and stuck his fingers in their mouths. 




One by one, about a dozen of Raymond's victims who were identified only by numbers in court recounted how the longtime spy upended their lives. Some said they only learned what happened after the FBI showed them the photos of being assaulted while unconscious.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"My body looks like a corpse on his bed," one victim said of the photos. "Now I have these nightmares of seeing myself dead." 
One described suffering a nervous breakdown. Another spoke of a recurring trance that caused her to run red lights while driving. Many told how their confidence and trust in others had been shattered forever. 

    


"I hope he is haunted by the consequences of his actions for the rest of his life," said one of the women, who like others stared Raymond down as they walked away from the podium. 
Reading from a statement, Raymond told the judge that he has spent countless hours contemplating his "downward spiral."
"It betrayed everything I stand for and I know no apology will ever be enough," he said. "There are no words to describe how sorry I am. That's not who I am and yet it's who I became."
Raymond's sentencing comes amid a reckoning on sexual misconduct at the CIA. The Associated Press reported last week that another veteran CIA officer faces state charges in Virginia for allegedly reaching up a co-worker's skirt and forcibly kissing her during a drunken party in the office.
Still another former CIA employee -- an officer trainee -- is scheduled to face a jury trial next month on charges he assaulted a woman with a scarf in a stairwell at the agency's Langley, Virginia, headquarters. That case emboldened some two dozen women to come forward to authorities and Congress with accounts of their own of sexual assaults, unwanted touching and what they contend are the CIA's efforts to silence them.

    


And yet the full extent of sexual misconduct at the CIA remains a classified secret in the name of national security, including a recent 648-page internal watchdog report that found systemic shortcomings in the agency's handling of such complaints.
"The classified nature of the activities allowed the agency to hide a lot of things," said Liza Mundy, author of "Sisterhood: The Secret History of Women at the CIA." The male-dominated agency, she said, has long been a refuge for egregious sexual misconduct. "For decades, men at the top had free rein."
CIA has publicly condemned Raymond's crimes and implemented sweeping reforms intended to keep women safe, streamline claims and more quickly discipline offenders. 
"There is absolutely no excuse for Mr. Raymond's reprehensible, appalling behavior," the agency said Wednesday. "As this case shows, we are committed to engaging with law enforcement."

    


But a veil of secrecy still surrounds the Raymond case nearly four years after his arrest. Even after Raymond pleaded guilty late last year, prosecutors have tiptoed around the exact nature of his work and declined to disclose a complete list of the countries where he assaulted women.
Still, they offered an unbridled account of Raymond's conduct, describing him as a "serial offender" whose assaults increased over time and become "almost frenetic" during his final CIA posting in Mexico City, where he was discovered in 2020 after a naked woman screamed for help from his apartment balcony.
U.S. officials scoured Raymond's electronic devices and began identifying the victims he had listed by name and physical characteristics, all of whom described experiencing some form of memory loss during their time with him.

    


One victim said Raymond seemed like a "perfect gentleman" when they met in Mexico in 2020, recalling only that they kissed. Unbeknownst to the woman, after she blacked out, he took 35 videos and close-up photos of her breasts and genitals.
"The defendant's manipulation often resulted in women blaming themselves for losing consciousness, feeling ashamed, and apologizing to the defendant," prosecutors wrote in a court filing. "He was more than willing to gaslight the women, often suggesting that the women drank too much and that, despite their instincts to the contrary, nothing had happened."
Raymond, a San Diego native and former White House intern who is fluent in Spanish and Mandarin, ultimately pleaded guilty to four of 25 federal counts including sexual abuse, coercion and transportation of obscene material. As part of his sentence, the judge ordered him to pay $10,000 to each of his 28 victims.
Raymond's attorneys had sought leniency, contending his "quasi-military" work at the CIA in the years following 9/11 became a breeding ground for the emotional callousness and "objectification of other people" that enabled his years of preying upon women.
"While he was working tirelessly at his government job, he ignored his own need for help, and over time he began to isolate himself, detach himself from human feelings and become emotionally numb," defense attorney Howard Katzoff wrote in a court filing. 
"He was an invaluable government worker, but it took its toll on him and sent him down a dark path."
___
Goodman reported from Miami. Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected].

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/cia-spy-sexual-assault-misconduct-justice-law-f870024c1723b1a4d47425e6e16f8bfa
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            Sean "Diddy" Combs is staying locked up after a judge Wednesday rejected the hip-hop mogul's proposal that he await his sex trafficking trial in the luxury of his Florida mansion instead of a grim Brooklyn federal jail. (AP video by Joseph Frederick and John Minchillo)
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            A second judge has refused to grant bail to Sean 'Diddy' Combs. The hip-hop mogul pleaded not guilty following his Monday arrest on sex trafficking charges, and his lawyer says he's innocent.
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            In this courtroom sketch, Sean Combs, seated right, looks at his attorney, Marc Agnifilo, left, as he delivers his bail argument as Combs' family in the gallery, background, raise their hands indicating to Judge Tarnofsky that they are in attendance, to bolster the defense attorney's bail argument, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Manhattan Federal Court in New York. (Elizabeth Williams via AP)
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            FILE -Sean 'Diddy' Combs participates in "The Four" panel during the FOX Television Critics Association Winter Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., Jan. 4, 2018. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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            U.S. Attorney Damian Williams speaks about federal sex trafficking and racketeering charges against Sean "Diddy" Combs during a news conference, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            In this courtroom sketch, Sean Combs, center, is flanked by his defense attorney Marc Agnifilo, left, and Teny Garagos, in Manhattan Federal Court, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (Elizabeth Williams via AP)
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            From left, King Combs, Quincy Brown and Justin Dior Combs arrive at Manhattan federal court, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Marc Agnifilo, attorney for Sean "Diddy" Combs, arrives at Manhattan federal court, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            FILE - Sean "Diddy" Combs appears at the premiere of "Can't Stop, Won't Stop: A Bad Boy Story" on June 21, 2017, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (AP Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)
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            Marc Agnifilo, attorney for Sean "Diddy" Combs, arrives at Manhattan federal court, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            U.S. Attorney Damian Williams speaks about federal sex trafficking and racketeering charges against Sean "Diddy" Combs during a news conference, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            Marc Agnifilo, attorney for Sean "Diddy" Combs, arrives at Manhattan federal court, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Eduardo Munoz Alvarez)
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            From right, Justin Dior Combs, Quincy Brown and King Combs, arrive at Manhattan federal court, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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                                    A second judge has refused to grant bail to Sean 'Diddy' Combs. The hip-hop mogul pleaded not guilty following his Monday arrest on sex trafficking charges, and his lawyer says he's innocent.
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            In this courtroom sketch, Sean Combs, seated right, looks at his attorney, Marc Agnifilo, left, as he delivers his bail argument as Combs' family in the gallery, background, raise their hands indicating to Judge Tarnofsky that they are in attendance, to bolster the defense attorney's bail argument, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Manhattan Federal Court in New York. (Elizabeth Williams via AP)
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            FILE -Sean 'Diddy' Combs participates in "The Four" panel during the FOX Television Critics Association Winter Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., Jan. 4, 2018. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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            U.S. Attorney Damian Williams speaks about federal sex trafficking and racketeering charges against Sean "Diddy" Combs during a news conference, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            From left, King Combs, Quincy Brown and Justin Dior Combs arrive at Manhattan federal court, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            Marc Agnifilo, attorney for Sean "Diddy" Combs, arrives at Manhattan federal court, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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            FILE - Sean "Diddy" Combs appears at the premiere of "Can't Stop, Won't Stop: A Bad Boy Story" on June 21, 2017, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (AP Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)
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            From right, Justin Dior Combs, Quincy Brown and King Combs, arrive at Manhattan federal court, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 13

                                    
                                    From right, Justin Dior Combs, Quincy Brown and King Combs, arrive at Manhattan federal court, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            LARRY NEUMEISTER, MICHAEL R. SISAK and ANDREW DALTON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    As it happened: Sean 'Diddy' Combs arrested and charged with sex trafficking.


    



NEW YORK (AP) -- Sean "Diddy" Combs is staying locked up after a judge Wednesday rejected the hip-hop mogul's proposal that he await his sex trafficking trial in the luxury of his Florida mansion instead of a grim Brooklyn federal jail.

U.S. District Judge Andrew L. Carter ruled that Combs' plan -- which included a $50 million bail offer, GPS monitoring and strict limitations on visitors -- was "insufficient" to ensure the safety of the community and the integrity of his case.

Carter, agreeing with prosecutors who fought to keep Combs in jail, found that "no condition or set of conditions" governing his release could guard against the risk of him threatening or harming witnesses -- a central charge in his case.

Combs' lawyers were making their second attempt in as many days to spring him from the Metropolitan Detention Center, where he has been held since pleading not guilty Tuesday to charges he physically and sexually abused women for years.

    



Combs has been in federal custody since his arrest Monday night at a Manhattan hotel. A federal magistrate on Tuesday rejected Combs' initial bail request. On Wednesday, he and his lawyers struck out with Carter, the judge who will preside over his trial.

Defense lawyer Marc Agnifilo says he will now ask the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to overturn Carter's ruling and release Combs. In the meantime, he wants Combs moved from the Brooklyn lockup, which has been plagued by rampant violence and horrific conditions, to a jail in New Jersey. Carter said decisions on placement are entirely up to the federal Bureau of Prisons.

    
        
    



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Sean 'Diddy' Combs' indictment alleges he used power to build empire of sexual crime
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports Sean "Diddy" Combs is trying to get out of jail on bail after being charged with sex trafficking and conspiracy.

    


"I'm not going to let him sit in that jail a day longer than he has to," Agnifilo said to reporters outside the courtroom.

Combs looked at family members and tapped his heart several times as Wednesday's hearing began, then sat stoically as he listened to arguments. Afterward, as federal agents led him away, his relatives somberly embraced and exchanged hand slaps.

    



Combs, 54, is accused in an indictment of using his "power and prestige" to induce female victims and male sex workers into drugged-up, elaborately produced sexual performances dubbed "Freak Offs" that Combs arranged, participated in and often recorded on video. The events would sometimes last days and Combs and victims would often receive IV fluids to recover, the indictment said.

The indictment alleges Combs coerced and abused women for years, with the help of a network of associates and employees, while using blackmail and violent acts including kidnapping, arson and physical beatings to keep victims from speaking out.

Arguing to keep Combs in jail, prosecutor Emily Johnson told Carter that the once-celebrated rapper has a long history of intimidating both accusers and witnesses to his alleged abuse. She cited text messages from women who said Combs forced them into "Freak Offs" and then threatened to leak videos of them engaging in sex acts.

Johnson said Combs' defense team was "minimizing and horrifically understating" Combs' propensity for violence, taking issue with his lawyer's portrayal of a 2016 assault at a Los Angeles hotel as a lovers' quarrel. Security video of the event, which only came to light in May, showed Combs hitting and kicking his then-girlfriend, the R&B singer Cassie, in a hotel hallway.

"What's love got to do with that?" an incredulous Carter asked.

Johnson also seized on a text message from a woman who said Combs dragged her down a hallway by her hair. According to Johnson, the woman told the rapper: "I'm not a rag doll, I'm someone's child."

    



"There is a longstanding pattern of abuse here," Johnson said. 

Combs' Florida house is on Star Island, a man-made dollop of land in Biscayne Bay near Miami Beach, reachable only by a causeway or boat. It is among the most expensive places to live in the United States. Combs' request echoed that of a long line of wealthy defendants who have offered to post multimillion-dollar bails in exchange for home detention in luxurious surroundings.

If he had been granted bail, Combs would have been confined to his home, with visits restricted to family, property caretakers and friends who are not considered co-conspirators, his lawyers said. After prosecutors said they served a search warrant Tuesday on Combs' private security chief, his lawyers offered to hire a new firm to monitor him and ensure he abided by the proposed agreement.

    



Carter was unmoved, questioning the plan as an "allegedly fool-proof system."

Many allegations in Combs' indictment parallel accusations in a November lawsuit filed by Cassie, whose legal name is Casandra Ventura. Combs settled the suit the next day, but its allegations have followed him since.

The AP does not typically name people who say they have been sexually abused unless they come forward publicly, as Ventura did.

    



Without naming Ventura but clearly referring to her, Agnifilo argued that the entire criminal case is an outgrowth of one long-term, troubled-but-consensual relationship that faltered amid infidelity. The "Freak Offs," he contended, were an expansion of that relationship, and not coercive.

"The sex and the violence were totally separate and motivated by totally different things," Agnifilo said, contending that Combs and Cassie brought sex workers into their relationship because "that was the way these two adults chose to be intimate."

Prosecutors portrayed the scope as larger. They said they had interviewed more than 50 victims and witnesses.

Like many aging hip-hop figures, Bad Boy Records founder Combs had established a gentler public image. The father of seven was a respected businessman whose annual Hamptons "White Party" was once a must-have invitation for the jet-setting elite.

But prosecutors said he facilitated his crimes using the same companies, people and methods that vaulted him to power. They said they would prove the charges with financial and travel records, electronic communications and videos of the "Freak Offs."

In March, authorities raided Combs' Los Angeles and Florida homes, seizing drugs, videos and more than 1,000 bottles of baby oil and lubricant, prosecutors said. They said agents also seized guns and ammunition, including three AR-15s with defaced serial numbers.

A conviction on every charge would require a mandatory 15 years in prison with the possibility of a life sentence.

___

This story has been edited to correct the spelling of Cassie's legal first name: Casandra, not Cassandra. 

___

Dalton reported from Los Angeles.
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            Sean "Diddy" Combs admitted Sunday that he beat his ex-girlfriend Cassie in a hotel hallway in 2016 after CNN released video of the attack, saying in a video apology he was "truly sorry" and his actions were "inexcusable." (May 19)
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            FILE - Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the LA Premiere of "The Four: Battle For Stardom" at the CBS Radford Studio Center on May 30, 2018, in Los Angeles. Newly released video Friday, May 17, 2024, appears to show Combs beating his former singing protege and girlfriend Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel in 2016. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)
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            This frame grab taken from hotel security camera video and aired by CNN appears to show Sean "Diddy" Combs attacking singer Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel hallway in March 2016. (Hotel Security Camera Video/CNN via AP)
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            This frame grab taken from hotel security camera video and aired by CNN appears to show Sean "Diddy" Combs attacking singer Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel hallway in March 2016. (Hotel Security Camera Video/CNN via AP)
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            This frame grab taken from hotel security camera video and aired by CNN appears to show Sean "Diddy" Combs attacking singer Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel hallway in March 2016. (Hotel Security Camera Video/CNN via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Diddy admits beating ex-girlfriend Cassie, says he's sorry, calls his actions 'inexcusable'

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            

            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5

                                    
                                    Sean "Diddy" Combs admitted Sunday that he beat his ex-girlfriend Cassie in a hotel hallway in 2016 after CNN released video of the attack, saying in a video apology he was "truly sorry" and his actions were "inexcusable." (May 19)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            FILE - Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the LA Premiere of "The Four: Battle For Stardom" at the CBS Radford Studio Center on May 30, 2018, in Los Angeles. Newly released video Friday, May 17, 2024, appears to show Combs beating his former singing protege and girlfriend Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel in 2016. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5

                                    
                                    FILE - Sean "Diddy" Combs arrives at the LA Premiere of "The Four: Battle For Stardom" at the CBS Radford Studio Center on May 30, 2018, in Los Angeles. Newly released video Friday, May 17, 2024, appears to show Combs beating his former singing protege and girlfriend Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel in 2016. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            This frame grab taken from hotel security camera video and aired by CNN appears to show Sean "Diddy" Combs attacking singer Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel hallway in March 2016. (Hotel Security Camera Video/CNN via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5

                                    
                                    This frame grab taken from hotel security camera video and aired by CNN appears to show Sean "Diddy" Combs attacking singer Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel hallway in March 2016. (Hotel Security Camera Video/CNN via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            This frame grab taken from hotel security camera video and aired by CNN appears to show Sean "Diddy" Combs attacking singer Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel hallway in March 2016. (Hotel Security Camera Video/CNN via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5

                                    
                                    This frame grab taken from hotel security camera video and aired by CNN appears to show Sean "Diddy" Combs attacking singer Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel hallway in March 2016. (Hotel Security Camera Video/CNN via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            This frame grab taken from hotel security camera video and aired by CNN appears to show Sean "Diddy" Combs attacking singer Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel hallway in March 2016. (Hotel Security Camera Video/CNN via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5

                                    
                                    This frame grab taken from hotel security camera video and aired by CNN appears to show Sean "Diddy" Combs attacking singer Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel hallway in March 2016. (Hotel Security Camera Video/CNN via AP)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            ANDREW DALTON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Sean "Diddy" Combs admitted that he beat his ex-girlfriend Cassie in a hotel hallway in 2016 after CNN released video of the attack, saying in a video apology he was "truly sorry" and his actions were "inexcusable."
"I take full responsibility for my actions in that video. I was disgusted then when I did it. I'm disgusted now," the music mogul said in a video statement posted Sunday to Instagram and Facebook.
The security video aired Friday shows Combs, wearing only a white towel, punching and kicking Cassie, an R&B singer who was his protege and longtime girlfriend at the time. The footage also shows Combs shoving and dragging Cassie, and throwing a vase in her direction.
Cassie, whose legal name is Casandra Ventura, sued Combs in November over what she said was years of sexual, physical and emotional abuse. The suit was settled the next day, but spurred intense scrutiny of Combs, with several more lawsuits filed in the following months, along with a federal criminal sex-trafficking investigation that led authorities to raid Combs' mansions in Los Angeles and Miami.





    


He had denied the allegations in the lawsuits, but neither he nor his representatives had responded to the newly emerged video until Sunday. 
"It's so difficult to reflect on the darkest times in your life, but sometimes you got to do that," Diddy says on the video. He adds, "I went and I sought out professional help. I got into going to therapy, going to rehab. I had to ask God for his mercy and grace. I'm so sorry. But I'm committed to be a better man each and every day. I'm not asking for forgiveness. I'm truly sorry."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Combs is looking somber and wearing a T-shirt in the selfie-style apology video, and appears to be on a patio. It is the hip-hop mogul's most direct response and first apology after six months of allegations that have threatened his reputation and career.

    


Meredith Firetog, who represents Ventura and other women who have sued Combs, said the apology was "more about himself than the many people he has hurt. 
"When Cassie and multiple other women came forward, he denied everything and suggested that his victims were looking for a payday," the lawyer said in a statement. "That he was only compelled to 'apologize' once his repeated denials were proven false shows his pathetic desperation, and no one will be swayed by his disingenuous words."
The Associated Press does not typically name people who say they have been sexually abused unless they come forward publicly as Ventura has done.
In December, after Ventura and at least three other women had filed lawsuits against him, Combs posted a statement on Instagram broadly denying the truth of all of them. 
"Let me absolutely clear. I did not do any of the awful things being alleged," that post said. 
The security camera video, dated March 5, 2016, closely resembles the description of an incident at an InterContinental Hotel in the Century City area of Los Angeles described in Ventura' lawsuit. 
The suit alleges that Combs paid the hotel $50,000 for the security video immediately after the incident. Neither he or his representatives have addressed that specific allegation. CNN did not say how it obtained the footage. 

    


The suit said Ventura had been trying to get away from a sleeping Combs, who had already punched her in the face before the video began. 
Combs is not in danger of being criminally prosecuted for the beating. The statutes of limitations for the assault and battery charges he would be likely to face expired years ago. 
The same is true of many of the allegations in the lawsuits, but the federal investigators following Combs are likely looking for potential crimes they can bring under the law. 
Ventura signed to Diddy's label in 2005. The two had an on-again-off-again romantic relationship for more than a decade starting in 2007.
___
This story was first published on May 20, 2024. It was updated on Sept. 18, 2024, to correct the spelling of the first name of Casandra Ventura.
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                    FILE - Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., walks to a meeting at the Capitol in Washington, Sept. 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House on Wednesday rejected Speaker Mike Johnson's proposal that would have linked temporary funding for the federal government with a mandate that states require proof of citizenship when people register to vote.
Next steps on government funding are uncertain. Lawmakers are not close to completing work on the dozen annual appropriations bills that will fund federal agencies during the next fiscal year, so they'll need to approve a stopgap measure to prevent a partial shutdown when that budget year begins Oct. 1.
The vote was 220-202, with 14 Republicans and all but three Democrats opposing the bill. Johnson, who said after the vote he was "disappointed," will likely pursue a Plan B to avoid a partial shutdown, though he was not yet ready to share details.
"We'll draw up another play and we'll come up with a solution," Johnson said. "I'm already talking to colleague about their many ideas. We have time to fix the situation and we'll get right to it."

    


Johnson had pulled the bill from consideration last week because it lacked the votes to pass. He worked through the weekend to win support from fellow Republicans but was unable to overcome objections about spending levels from some members, while others said they don't favor any continuing resolutions, insisting that Congress return to passing the dozen annual appropriations bills on time and one at a time. Democrats overwhelmingly opposed the measure.




Requiring new voters to provide proof of citizenship has become a leading election-year priority for Republicans raising the specter of noncitizens voting in the U.S., even though it's already illegal to do so and research has shown that such voting is rare. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Opponents say that such a requirement would disenfranchise millions of Americans who do not have a birth certificate or passport readily available when they get a chance to register at their school, church or other venues when voter registration drives occur.

    


But Johnson said it is a serious problem because even if a tiny percentage of noncitizens do vote, it could determine the outcome of an extremely close race. He noted that Republican Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks of Iowa won her seat back in 2020 by six votes. 
"It's very, very serious stuff and that's why we're going to do the right thing," Johnson said before the vote. "We're going to responsibly fund the government and we're going to stop noncitizens voting in elections." 
Meanwhile, Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump weighed in again just hours before the vote. seemingly encouraging House Republicans to let a partial government shutdown begin at the end of the month unless they get the proof of citizenship mandate, referred to in the House as the SAVE Act.
"If Republicans don't get the SAVE Act, and every ounce of it, they should not agree to a Continuing Resolution in any way, shape, or form," Trump said on the social media platform Truth Social.
House Democrats said the proof of citizenship mandate should not be part of a bill to keep the government funded and urged Johnson to work with them on a measure that can pass both chambers.

    


"This is not going to become law," said Rep. Pete Aguilar, D-Calif. "This is Republican theatrics that are meant to appease the most extreme members of their conference, to show them that they are working on something and that they're continuing to support the former president of the United States in his bid to demonize immigrants."
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., has predicted Johnson's effort was doomed to fail.
"The only thing that will accomplish is make clear that he's running into a dead end," Schumer said. "We must have a bipartisan plan instead."
The legislation would fund agencies generally at current levels through March 28 while lawmakers work out their differences on a full-year spending agreement.
Democrats, and some Republicans, are pushing for a shorter extension. A temporary fix would allow the current Congress to hammer out a final bill after the election and get it to Democratic President Joe Biden's desk for his signature.

    


But Johnson and some of the more conservative members of his conference are pushing for a six-month extension in the hopes Trump will win and give them more leverage when crafting the full-year bill.
Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell of Kentucky declined to weigh in on how long to extend funding. He said Schumer and Johnson, ultimately, will have to work out a final agreement that can pass both chambers.
"The one thing you cannot have is a government shutdown. It would be politically beyond stupid for us to do that right before the election because certainly we would get the blame," McConnell said.
Regardless of the vote outcome, Republican lawmakers sought to allay any concerns there would be a shutdown. Rep. Mike Lawler, R-N.Y., said if the bill failed, then another stopgap bill should be voted on that would allow lawmakers to come back to Washington after the election and finish the appropriations work.

    


"The bottom line is we're not shutting the government down," Lawler said.
But Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries accused Republicans of engaging in a "shutdown effort."
"That's not hyperbole," Jeffries said. "It's history. Because in the DNA of extreme MAGA Republicans has consistently been an effort to make extreme ransom demands of the American people, and if those extreme ransom demands are not met, shut down the government."
The House approved a bill with the proof of citizenship mandate back in July. Some Republicans who view the issue as popular with their constituents have been pushing for another chance to show their support.
Rep. Robert Aderholt, R-Ala., noted that his state's secretary of state announced last month that 3,251 people who had been previously issued noncitizen identification numbers will have their voter registration status made inactive and flagged for possible removal from the voter rolls. Voting rights groups have since filed a lawsuit saying the policy illegally targeted naturalized citizens for removal from voting rolls.
"These people should never have been allowed to register in the first place and this is exactly what the SAVE Act will prevent," Aderholt said.
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            FILE - Sean O'Brien, president of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, speaks during the Republican National Convention, July 15, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson, File)
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            Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump makes a campaign stop at Pubkey Bar and Media House, Wednesday, Sept.18, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) leadership conference, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The International Brotherhood of Teamsters declined Wednesday to endorse Kamala Harris or Donald Trump for president, saying neither candidate had sufficient support from the 1.3 million-member union.
"Unfortunately, neither major candidate was able to make serious commitments to our union to ensure the interests of working people are always put before Big Business," Teamsters President Sean M. O'Brien said in a statement. "We sought commitments from both Trump and Harris not to interfere in critical union campaigns or core Teamsters industries -- and to honor our members' right to strike -- but were unable to secure those pledges."
The Teamsters' rebuff reflected a labor union torn over issues of political identity and policy, one that mirrors a broader national divide. Vice President Harris has unmistakably backed organized labor, while former President Trump has appealed to many white blue-collar workers even as he has openly scorned unions at times. By not endorsing anyone, the Teamsters are essentially ceding some influence in November's election as both candidates claimed to have support from its members.

    


Harris campaign spokesperson Lauren Hitt noted in an emailed statement that more than three dozen retired Teamsters spoke last month in Chicago at the Democratic National Convention, having endorsed Harris. Their pensions were saved through the 2021 passage of the Butch Lewis Act that President Joe Biden and Harris championed.




"While Donald Trump says striking workers should be fired, Vice President Harris has literally walked the picket line and stood strong with organized labor for her entire career," Hitt said. "The Vice President's strong union record is why Teamsters locals across the country have already endorsed her -- alongside the overwhelming majority of organized labor."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Teamsters said Wednesday that internal polling of members showed Trump with an advantage over Harris, a fact that the Republican's campaign immediately seized upon by sending out an email that said the "rank-and-file of the Teamsters Union supports Donald Trump for President."

    


Trump called the Teamsters' decision not to endorse "a great honor."
"It's a great honor," he said. "They're not going to endorse the Democrats. That's a big thing."
Harris met Monday with a panel of Teamsters, having long courted organized labor and made support for the middle class her central policy goal. Trump also met with a panel of Teamsters in January and even invited O'Brien to speak at the Republican National Convention, where the union leader railed against corporate greed.
In an interview Wednesday on Fox News, O'Brien said lack of an endorsement tells candidates that they have to back the Teamsters in the future. "This should be an eye opener for 2028," he said. "If people want the support of the most powerful union in North America, whether you're a Democrat or Republican, start doing some things to support our members," he said. 
The Teamsters' choice to not endorse came just weeks ahead of the Nov. 5 election, far later than endorsements by other large unions such as the AFL-CIO, the American Federation of Teachers and the United Auto Workers that have chosen to devote resources to getting out the vote for Harris.

    


With O'Brien facing a backlash from some Teamsters' members after speaking at the Republican National Convention, it's no surprise that the union decided not to make an endorsement, said Art Wheaton, director of labor studies at Cornell University.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Trump's praise of Tesla CEO Elon Musk for firing workers who supposedly went on strike really made a Trump endorsement very unlikely, Wheaton said. "The members were not in total agreement," he said.
Marick Masters, a business professor emeritus at Wayne State University in Detroit who follows labor issues, said the Teamsters lack of an endorsement suggests a realignment within the union's membership.
For many workers, issues such as gun control, abortion and border security override Trump's expressions of hostility to unions, Masters said.

    


The Teamsters detailed their objections to the candidates in a statement, starting with their objection to a contract implemented by Congress in 2022 on members working in the railroad sector.
The union wanted both candidates to commit to not deploying the Railway Labor Act to resolve contract disputes and avoid a shutdown of national infrastructure, but Harris and Trump both wanted to keep that option open even though the Teamsters said it would reduce its bargaining power.
Harris has pledged to sign the PRO Act, which would strengthen union protections and is something the Teamsters support. Trump, in his roundtable with the Teamsters, did not promise to veto a proposal to make it harder nationwide to unionize.
Other unions have shown trepidation about endorsing either presidential candidate. The United Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers of America on Friday ultimately endorsed Harris with a caveat that "the manner in which party leaders engineered Biden's replacement at the top of the ticket with Vice President Kamala Harris was thoroughly undemocratic," union leadership said in a statement.

    


But the Teamsters lack of endorsement also suggests an indifference to the Biden-Harris administration, which signed into law a measure that saved the pensions of millions of union retirees, including many in the Teamsters.
As part of its 2021 pandemic aid, the administration included the Butch Lewis Act to save the underfunded pensions of more than 1 million union workers and retirees' underfunded pensions. The act was named after a retired Ohio trucker and Teamsters union leader who spent the last years of his life fighting to prevent massive cuts to the Teamsters' Central States Pension Fund.
___
AP writers Fatima Hussein and Michelle Price contributed to this report.
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            Trader Michale Conlon, right, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange as Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell's news conference appears on a television screen behind him, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Trader John Rormolo works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Trader Aaron Ford works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Trader Leon Montana works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Stock market today: Most of Wall Street edges lower after Fed delivers a big cut to rates

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            Trader Michale Conlon, right, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange as Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell's news conference appears on a television screen behind him, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6

                                    
                                    Trader Michale Conlon, right, works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange as Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell's news conference appears on a television screen behind him, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 6 | 
            Trader John Rormolo works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6

                                    
                                    Trader John Rormolo works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 6 | 
            Trader Aaron Ford works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    Trader Aaron Ford works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            Trader Leon Montana works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6

                                    
                                    Trader Leon Montana works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 6 | 
            The news conference of Federal' Reserve Chair Jerome Powell appears on a screen as trader Neil Catania works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 6

                                    
                                    The news conference of Federal' Reserve Chair Jerome Powell appears on a screen as trader Neil Catania works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 6 | 
            Specialist Genaro Saporito, foreground, works with traders at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6

                                    
                                    Specialist Genaro Saporito, foreground, works with traders at his post on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Richard Drew)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            STAN CHOE

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stock indexes edged lower Wednesday after the Federal Reserve kicked off its efforts to prevent a recession with a bigger-than-usual cut  to interest rates.
The S&P 500 slipped 0.3% to pull 0.9% below its all-time high set in July. The Dow Jones Industrial Average dipped 103 points, or 0.2%, though it remains close to its record set on Monday. The Nasdaq composite lost 0.3%.
The momentous move by the Fed helps financial markets in two big ways. It eases the brakes off the economy, which has been slowing under the weight of higher rates, and it gives a boost to prices for all kinds of investments. Besides stocks, gold and bond prices had already rallied in recent months on expectations that cuts to rates were coming.
Because the move was so well telegraphed, and because markets had already climbed so much in anticipation of it, Wall Street's reactions were relatively muted despite the Fed's 180-degree turn on rate policy. It marked the first cut to the federal funds rate in over four years, and it closed the door on a stretch where the Fed kept rates at a two-decade high to slow the economy enough to stifle the worst inflation in generations.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Wall Street nears records after Fed kicks off rate cuts with a jumbo-sized move
    

    
    
    Stocks are in a holding pattern. More from AP business correspondent Seth Sutel.

    


    


Now that inflation has eased  significantly from its peak two summers ago and appears to be heading toward 2%, the Fed says it it can turn more of its attention toward protecting the slowing job market and overall economy.




"The time to support the labor market is when it's strong and not when you begin to see the layoffs," Fed Chair Jerome Powell said. "That's the situation we're in."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The only question is how much the Fed will ultimately cut rates by to do so, which can prove to be a tricky balance. Lowering rates would help the economy by making it easier for U.S. businesses and households to borrow. But it could also offer more fuel for inflation.
The Fed released forecasts Wednesday that said its median official expects to cut the federal funds rate by another half of a percentage point through the end of the year. That could mean a traditional-sized cut of a quarter of a percentage point at each of its two remaining meetings scheduled for 2024.

    


After that, the median Fed official is projecting another full percentage point of cuts during 2025.
Some critics say the Federal Reserve may have already kept interest rates too high for too long, doing damage to the economy. 
"When the Fed is behind the curve, it sometimes takes a big move to catch up to where they should have been all along," said Brian Jacobsen, chief economist at Annex Wealth Management.
"We don't think we're behind," Powell said in a press conference following the Fed's announcement. "We think this is timely. But I think you can take this as a sign of our commitment not to get behind," pointing to Wednesday's hefty cut of half a percentage point. Powell called it a "good strong start to this."
Other critics, meanwhile, say the Fed will need to be careful about cutting rates too much because of the possibility that inflation will remain stubbornly higher than it's been in recent decades.

    


Powell repeated several times that the Fed does not feel "a rush to get this done" and will make its decisions on interest rates at each successive meeting, depending on what incoming data say. 
"We'll move as fast or as slow as we think is appropriate in real time," he said. For now, he said, "the U.S. economy is in a good place, and our decision today is designed to keep it there."
Like stock prices, Treasury yields wavered up and down repeatedly immediately after the Fed announced its cut and published its projections. 
The 10-year Treasury yield eventually rose to 3.70% from 3.65% late Tuesday. The two-year yield, which more closely follows expectations for Fed action, edged up to 3.62% from 3.60% late Tuesday.
On Wall Street, Intuitive Machines soared 38.3% after NASA awarded it with a contract worth up to $4.82 billion for communication and navigation services the space agency will use to establish a long-term presence on the moon.
Trading in Tupperware Brands remained halted after the company filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. Its stock has been sinking, down to 51 cents, since a mini-revival early in the pandemic sent its stock above $30.

    


McGrath RentCorp, a company that rents and sells mobile office trailers, portable classrooms and other structures, fell 3.1% after it agreed to terminate its proposed buyout by WillScot following tough scrutiny of the deal from U.S. regulators. 
All told, the S&P 500 slipped 16.32 points to 5,618.26. The Dow dropped 103.08 to 41,503.10, and the Nasdaq composite lost 54.76 to 17,573.30.
In stock markets abroad, indexes fell modestly in Europe after rising in much of Asia.
The Bank of Japan and the Bank of England are also holding monetary policy meetings later this week. Neither central bank is expected to move on rates, though the language of what the officials say could be an indicator of later moves and still influence markets.
___
AP Business Writers Yuri Kageyama and Matt Ott contributed. 
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            Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear speaks during the first day of Democratic National Convention, Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear signs an executive order banning the use of "conversion therapy" on minors, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Frankfort, Ky. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear, center, answers questions after signing an executive order banning the use of "conversion therapy" on minors, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Frankfort, Ky. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            Kentucky Governor Andy Beshear, center, surrounded by supporters, prepares to sign an executive order banning the use of conversion therapy, at the Kentucky State Capitol in Frankfort, Ky., Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear banned the use of "conversion therapy" on minors in Kentucky on Wednesday, calling his executive order a necessary step to protect children from a widely discredited practice that tries to change a person's sexual orientation or gender identity through counseling.
The governor used his executive powers after Republicans who control the state legislature repeatedly blocked efforts to enact a state law banning the practice. Beshear said he would no longer wait for others to "do what's right."
"My faith teaches me that all children are children of God," Beshear said during the signing ceremony at the Kentucky Capitol. "And where practices are endangering and even harming those children, we must act. The practice of so-called 'conversion therapy' hurts our children."
It was the latest action in a national debate over conversion therapy and the rights of LGBTQ+ children and their families.

    


The Kentucky event stirred many emotions. Activists for mental health and LGBTQ+ rights cheered the governor, but as he prepared to sign the ban, someone nearby shouted, "This is a denial of affirmation therapy!" Supporters drowned out the protest.




Among those in attendance was Zach Meiners, a 34-year-old filmmaker who said he wants young people to be spared the anguish and harm he endured during four years of therapy as a teenager, which caused him "anxiety and depression in ways that I'm still unraveling."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I can speak firsthand to how devastating it can be to someone's mental health," Meiners said in an interview. "And I consider myself very lucky to be a survivor."
Republican state Rep. Killian Timoney shook Beshear's hand after the signing, and expressed support for the ban. But another GOP lawmaker, state Rep. Josh Calloway, said the governor had defied the will of the legislature, which isn't scheduled to reconvene until January.

    


"We are the lawmaking body, and laws should be made by people's representatives," Calloway said.
The Family Foundation, a socially conservative group in Kentucky, said Beshear's order tramples on the rights of parents and suppresses religious expression. It referred to the ban as an "unlawful action," perhaps signaling a legal challenge.
"This order, like previous failed legislative efforts, is designed to promote false LGBTQ ideologies and muzzle Christian counselors, therapists and pastors from helping children struggling with sexual orientation or gender identity confusion," David Walls, the group's executive director, said in a statement.
The ban runs "roughshod over the First Amendment," said Daniel Schmid, a legal executive with Liberty Counsel, which describes itself as a Christian ministry.
Anticipating such attacks, Beshear said his action "does not force an ideology on anybody" but "simply stops a so-called 'therapy' that the medical community says is wrong and hurts our children."
Democratic state Rep. Lisa Willner, who promoted a legislative ban, called the order "a great step forward for the safety and mental health of so many young Kentuckians."

    


The order also makes it illegal to use state or federal funds to provide the therapy on minors, and authorizes licensing boards to discipline professionals found to have practiced conversion therapy on minors.
Such therapy has been discredited and is opposed by, among others, the American Medical Association and the American Psychiatric Association, citing research that shows it leads to increased risk of suicide and depression.
Nearly half the states and the District of Columbia prohibit conversion therapy on minors, Beshear's office said. In Kentucky, 21% of LGBTQ young people reported being threatened with or subjected to conversion therapy, according to the Trevor Project, a suicide prevention and crisis intervention organization for LGBTQ+ young people.
Meanwhile, efforts are spreading across the country to curb the rights of LGBTQ+ kids and impose restrictions on gender and sexuality in classrooms, youth sports and medicine.

    


Chris Hartman, executive director of the Fairness Campaign, a Kentucky-based LGBTQ+ advocacy group, referred to conversion therapy as "not just snake oil but snake venom."
Four years ago, Beshear became the first Kentucky governor to participate in the annual gay-rights rally at the statehouse when the legislature is in session. Last year, Republicans used transgender issues to attack Beshear, pointing to his veto of legislation banning transgender young people from having access to gender-affirming health care. Beshear said the measure eroded parental rights to make medical decisions for their children. GOP lawmakers overrode the veto, but Beshear won re-election later that year by a comfortable margin.
On Wednesday, Beshear said he won't stop urging legislators to put the ban on conversion therapy into state law.

    


"It is not about politics at all," the governor said. "And to me, it's not even about gender or sexuality. It's about protecting our youth from an inhumane practice that hurts them."
Hartman said the governor sent a clear message to Kentucky's LGBTQ+ youth and their families: "You are perfect as you are."
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            The U.S. Justice Department is suing the owner and manager of the cargo ship that caused the Baltimore bridge collapse. The lawsuit seeks to recover more than $100 million that the government spent to clear the underwater debris and reopen the port.
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            FILE - In this aerial image released by the Maryland National Guard, the cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit the bridge, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore. (Maryland National Guard via AP, File)
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            The fallen Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore is pictured Sunday, March 31, 2024, where divers assisted crews with the complicated and meticulous operation of removing steel and concrete. (AP Photos/Mike Pesoli, File)
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            FILE - A section of the damaged and collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge is seen, in the Baltimore port, Monday, April 1, 2024. (Kaitlin Newman/The Baltimore Banner via AP, file)
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- The owner and manager of the cargo ship that caused the deadly Baltimore bridge collapse recklessly cut corners and ignored known electrical problems on the vessel, the Justice Department alleged Wednesday in a lawsuit seeking to recover more than $100 million that the government spent to clear the underwater debris and reopen the city's port.
The lawsuit filed in Maryland provides the most detailed account yet of the cascading series of failures on the Dali that left its pilots and crew helpless in the face of looming disaster.
The Justice Department alleges that mechanical and electrical systems on the massive ship had been "jury-rigged" and improperly maintained, culminating in a power outage moments before it crashed into a support column on the Francis Scott Key Bridge in March. Six construction workers were killed when the bridge toppled into the water.

    


"This tragedy was entirely avoidable," if not for the companies' decision to place an "ill-prepared crew on an abjectly unseaworthy vessel," says the lawsuit against Dali owner Grace Ocean Private Ltd. and manager Synergy Marine Group, both of Singapore.




"They did so to reap the benefit of conducting business in American ports. Yet they cut corners in ways that risked lives and infrastructure," the complaint says.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Ship owner cut corners on repairs before deadly Baltimore bridge collapse, US says in $100M lawsuit
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports that the Department of Justice is filing suit over the Baltimore bridge collapse.

    

Darrell Wilson, a Grace Ocean spokesperson, said the owner and manager had no comment on the merits of the claim but "look forward to our day in court to set the record straight."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Justice Department officials refused to answer questions Wednesday about whether a criminal investigation into the collapse remains ongoing. FBI agents boarded the vessel in April.
The ship was leaving Baltimore for Sri Lanka when its steering failed because of the power loss. Six men on a road crew, who were filling potholes during an overnight shift, fell to their deaths. The collapse snarled commercial shipping traffic through the Port of Baltimore for months before the channel was fully opened in June.

    


The companies filed a court petition days after the collapse seeking to limit their legal liability in what could become the most expensive marine casualty case in history. Justice Department officials said there is no legal support for that bid to limit liability and pledged to vigorously contest it.
"With this civil claim, the Justice Department is working to ensure that the costs of clearing the channel and reopening the Port of Baltimore are borne by the companies that caused the crash, not by the American taxpayer," Attorney General Merrick Garland said in a statement.
The case comes a day after the victims' families declared their intent to file a claim seeking to hold the ship's owner and manager liable for the disaster. 
Brawner Builders, which employed the victims, filed its own claim for damages Wednesday, saying the company had lost "six beloved employees" as well as the construction equipment and vehicles they were using.
Documents released last week by the National Transportation Safety Board showed investigators discovered a loose cable on the Dali that, when disconnected, triggered an electrical blackout similar to what happened as it approached the bridge on March 26.

    


But the Dali had already experienced power issues earlier. Its first blackout occurred while still docked in Baltimore after a crew member mistakenly closed an exhaust damper during maintenance, causing one of the diesel engines to stall, according to safety investigators. Crew members then switched from one transformer and breaker system -- which had been in use for several months -- to a second that was active upon its departure. That second system is where investigators found the loose cable.
The Justice Department complaint points to "excessive vibrations" on the ship that attorneys called a "well-known cause of transformer and electrical failure." Instead of dealing with the source of the excessive vibrations, crew members "jury-rigged" the ship, the complaint alleges.
The complaint notes cracked equipment in the engine room and pieces of cargo shaken loose. Inspectors also found loose nuts and bolts and broken electrical cable ties, the Justice Department says. The ship's electrical equipment was in such bad condition that an independent agency stopped further electrical testing because of safety concerns, according to the lawsuit. 

    


"In sum, this accident happened because of the careless and grossly negligent decisions made by Grace Ocean and Synergy, who recklessly chose to send an unseaworthy vessel to navigate a critical waterway and ignored the risks," said Acting Deputy Assistant Attorney General Chetan A. Patil.
When the active transformer and breaker system failed as the ship approached the bridge, power should have automatically transferred to the ship's other system, the lawsuit says, "but this automation, a safety feature tailor made for the occasion at hand, had been recklessly disabled." Instead, the ship's engineers had to manually restore power, which took a full minute, the complaint says.

    


If the transformers had been in automatic mode rather than manual, the ship "would not have lost power and steering for any meaningful period of time, and the devastating tragedy that ensued would not have occurred," the lawsuit says.
Power was momentarily restored by the engineers, but it again switched off because of a separate problem with the ship's fuel pumps, which resulted from a cost-cutting measure, the Justice Department alleges. 
The anchor couldn't be immediately deployed and the bow thruster was unavailable in the critical moments when the ship's pilots were desperately trying to avoid disaster, according to the complaint.
_____
Richer reported from Washington.
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            FILE - A salesperson shows an unsold 2024 Cooper SE electric hardtop to a prospective buyer in the showroom of a Mini dealership Wednesday, May 1, 2024, in Highlands Ranch, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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            FILE - A customer uses a Visa credit card to pay for gasoline at a gas station in Mundelein, Ill., Feb. 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            FILE - A "For Sale" sign is displayed in front of a home in Skokie, Ill., April 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Federal Reserve has cut its benchmark interest rate from its 23-year high, with consequences for debt, savings, auto loans, mortgages and other forms of borrowing by consumers and businesses. 
On Wednesday, the Fed announced that it reduced its key rate by an unusually large half-percentage point, to between 4.75 and 5 percent, the first rate cut in more than four years.
The central bank is acting because, after imposing 11 rate hikes dating back to March 2022, it feels confident that inflation is finally mild enough that it can begin to ease the cost of borrowing. At the same time, the Fed has grown more concerned about the health of the job market. Lower rates would help support the pace of hiring and keep unemployment down.
"Recent indicators suggest that economic activity has continued to expand at a solid pace," the Fed said in a statement. "Job gains have slowed, and the unemployment rate has moved up but remains low. Inflation has made further progress."

    


More Fed rate cuts are expected in the coming months, with the steepness of the reductions dependent on the direction of inflation and job growth.




"We know that it is time to recalibrate our (interest rate) policy to something that's more appropriate given the progress on inflation," Fed Chair Jerome Powell said at a news conference. "The labor market is actually in solid condition and our intention with our policy move today is to keep it there."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We don't think we're behind -- we think this is timely," he added. "But I think you can take this as a sign of our commitment not to get behind."
What do the Fed's rate cuts mean for savers?
Although taking action now to try to capitalize on lower rates, like shifting money out of a certificate of deposit or refinancing a mortgage, "might be warranted for some, you shouldn't feel obligated to completely change up your financial strategy just because rates move lower," said Jacob Channel, a senior economist at LendingTree.

    


"Act cautiously and responsibly," Channel said, "and don't make any rash decisions based on a single Fed meeting or economic report."
Eventually, yields for savers will decline as the Fed lowers its benchmark rate. 
"As attractive as yields on savings instruments have recently been, it's wise not to hold too much in cash because these are short-term instruments and their yields are ephemeral," said Christine Benz, director of personal finance at Morningstar. "The really great yields that we've had recently may go lower."
If you don't have a need for cash right away, you can continue to lock in what are "still pretty decent yields on offer," she said. In that case, "longer-term certificates of deposit might make sense."
"Lower interest rates make it harder to maximize savings and preserve the capital built while interest rates have been higher," said Matt Brannon, a personal finance expert at MarketWatch guides. "An easy short-term move to protect your savings is to shift your funds into a high-yield savings account, which offers higher interest rates than traditional savings accounts... These types of savings accounts will still help you to preserve capital due to comparatively higher interest rates."

    


How will the rate cuts affect credit card debt and other borrowing?
"While lower rates are certainly a good thing for those struggling with debt, the truth is that this one rate cut isn't really going to make much of a difference for most people," said Matt Schulz, a credit analyst at LendingTree.
That said, the Fed's declining benchmark rate will eventually mean better rates for borrowers, many of whom are facing some of the highest credit card interest rates in decades. The average interest rate is 23.18% for new offers and 21.51% for existing accounts, according to WalletHub's August Credit Card Landscape Report.
Still, "the best thing people can do to lower interest rates is to take matters into their own hands," Schulz said. "Consolidating your debts with a 0% balance transfer credit card or a low-interest personal loan can have a far bigger impact on your debt load than most anything the Fed will do."
How about mortgages?
The Fed's benchmark rate doesn't directly set or correspond to mortgage rates. But it does have a major indirect influence, and the two "tend to move in the same direction," said LendingTree's Channel.

    


To wit, mortgage rates have already declined ahead of the Fed's predicted cut. 
"It goes to show that even when the Fed isn't doing anything and just holding steady, mortgage rates can still move," he said.
Channel said that the majority of Americans have mortgages at 5%, so rates may have to fall further than their current average of 6.46% before many people consider refinancing. 
And car loans?
"With auto loans, it's good news that rates will be falling, but it doesn't change the basic blocking and tackling of things, which is that it's still really important to shop around and not just accept the rate that a car dealer would offer you at the dealership," said Greg McBride, an analyst at Bankrate. "It's also really important to save what you can and be able to try to put as much down on that vehicle as you can."

    


McBride predicts that the rate cuts and the avoidance of a recession will lead to lower auto loan rates, at least for borrowers with strong credit profiles. For those with lower credit profiles, double digit rates will likely persist for the remainder of the year. 
Robert Frick, corporate economist for Navy Federal Credit Union, said that while he thinks a rate cut will work its way into auto loans, it probably won't happen immediately and people with higher credit scores will likely benefit first.
Loans for new vehicles right now are averaging 7.1%, with used vehicle loans at a much higher 11.3%, according to Edmunds.com.
Those rates, coupled with still-high prices, have sent many possible buyers to the sidelines waiting for rates to drop. Partly as a result, U.S. new vehicle sales rose only a sluggish 2.4% through June.
High prices and rates have also led to more delinquent payments and defaults on auto loans, especially among people with lower credit scores. As a result, Frick said, many lenders will probably try to keep rates high to cover potential losses. 
"Rates will be coming down, but we shouldn't expect them to come down quickly overall," he said.
Frick suggests waiting for additional Fed rate cuts to come through if possible, especially if you're buying a used vehicle.
Jeff Schuster, vice president of automotive research for Global Data, said he doubts that modest rate cuts by the Fed will be enough to draw many buyers off the sidelines, unless automakers offer their own low-interest loans and other discounts.
"I think it's going to take a couple more cuts before we get any substantial relief for those consumers," he said.
What's going on with inflation and the job market?
Consumer prices rose 2.5% in August from a year earlier, down from 2.9% in July -- the fifth straight annual drop and the smallest since February 2021. 
Hiring picked up a bit in August, and the unemployment rate dipped for the first time since March. Employers added 142,000 jobs, up from 89,000 in July. The unemployment rate declined to 4.2% from 4.3%, which had been the highest level in nearly three years. 
Those signs indicate that the job market, though cooling, remains sturdy.
The rate at which the Fed continues to cut rates after September will depend in part on what happens next with inflation and the job market, in the coming weeks and months. 
___
The Associated Press receives support from Charles Schwab Foundation for educational and explanatory reporting to improve financial literacy. The independent foundation is separate from Charles Schwab and Co. Inc. The AP is solely responsible for its journalism. 
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    More explosions have been reported in Lebanon following the pager attack Tuesday. Follow AP's live updates.


    


BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) -- In a duplex in a quiet neighborhood of the Hungarian capital is the headquarters of a company that is linked to the manufacture of the pagers that exploded in Lebanon and Syria as part of an apparent Israeli operation against the Hezbollah militant group.
BAC Consulting shares the ground floor of the modest building in Budapest with other enterprises. On Wednesday morning, Associated Press journalists saw the names of multiple companies, including BAC, posted on pieces of printer paper and taped in a window.
In a corporate registry, the company listed 118 official functions, including sugar and oil production, retail jewelry sales and natural gas extraction.
BAC reportedly supplied the thousands of devices that killed at least 12 people, including two children, and wounded about 2,800 on Tuesday in a coordinated attack that Hezbollah and the Lebanese government blamed on Israel.

    


More attacks were reported Wednesday, when walkie-talkies and solar equipment exploded in multiple parts of Lebanon. The second wave of attacks killed at least 14 people and wounded more than 450, the Health Ministry said.




The Taiwanese company whose brand appears on the pagers, Gold Apollo, said Wednesday that it had authorized the use of its name on the devices.
BAC was authorized "to use our brand trademark for product sales in designated regions, but the design and manufacturing of the products are solely the responsibility of BAC," Gold Apollo said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A Hungarian government spokesman said the pagers were never in Hungary and that BAC Consultants merely acted as an intermediary.
"Authorities have confirmed that the company in question is a trading intermediary, with no manufacturing or operational site in Hungary. It has one manager registered at its declared address, and the referenced devices have never been in Hungary," Zoltan Kovacs posted Wednesday on X. He did not say where the pagers were manufactured.

    


Hungarian national security services were cooperating with international partners, and the matter posed no national security risk to Hungary, he added.
BAC Consulting, which was registered as a limited liability company in May 2022, brought in $725,000 in revenue in 2022 and $593,000 in 2023, according to the company registry.
Its CEO is Cristiana Barsony-Arcidiacono, who describes herself on LinkedIn as a strategic adviser and business developer with a doctorate.
BAC could be an acronym, in the Eastern name order that is used in Hungary, for Barsony-Arcidiacono Cristiana.
The AP attempted to reach Barsony-Arcidiacono by email and social media sites but received no response. It was not clear what connection, if any, she or BAC had to the attack.
She describes herself as a physicist and a consultant for projects to solve environmental and political issues. She co-authored a paper in 2022 for a UNESCO conference on underground water management.
Among other positions, Barsony-Arcidiacono's LinkedIn page said she serves on the board of directors of the Earth Child Institute, a sustainability group. But the group does not list Barsony-Arcidiacono among its board members on its website.

    


She also writes that she is a strategic adviser for major international organizations such as the International Atomic Energy Agency and the CARE humanitarian agency, as well as for venture capital firms.
The IAEA confirmed that a person by Barsony-Arcidiacono's name was an intern with the agency for nine months in 2008 and 2009. The other relationships could not be immediately confirmed.
In an article featuring her on an online expert site, Barsony-Arcidiacono said: "A good understanding of local issues and a network of collaborators in various areas are important to succeed."
The BAC Consulting website, which became unavailable Wednesday, describes the company's fields of expertise as "environment, development and international affairs."
Phone calls to the number listed for BAC went unanswered. A woman who emerged Wednesday from the Budapest building housing the company's headquarters said the location is used as a service that provides addresses to companies. She would not give her name.

    


Social media accounts indicate Barsony-Arcidiacono studied at the London School of Economics and Political Science and the School of Oriental and African Studies. She has also posted published scientific papers on water ionization, climate change and other topics in the natural sciences.
An Instagram account features many of her "photos and sketches from around the world." 
"Sicily, Budapest, Paris, Africa, etc.," it reads.
___
Associated Press Writer Sarah El Deeb in Beirut contributed to this report.
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            Security was tight on Wednesday as a phased election for choosing a local government in Indian-controlled Kashmir opened in the first such vote since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government stripped the disputed region of its special status five years ago. (AP video shot by Mehraj Ud Din and Channi Anand)
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            An Indian paramilitary soldier stands guard as people queue up at a polling booth to cast their vote in Bellow, south of Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            People queue up at a polling booth to cast their vote in Naira, south of Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            Paramilitary soldiers stand guard as people queue up to vote during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Kashmiri's queue up at a polling booth to cast their vote in Marval, south of Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            A woman shows the indelible ink mark on her finger after casting her vote during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            A Kashmiri man walks back after casting his vote at a polling booth in Marval, south of Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Wednesday, Sept.18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            Women voters queue up to cast their vote at a polling booth during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 18 | 
            Muslim women voter queue up to cast their vote at a polling booth during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Kashmiri women queue up at a polling booth to cast their vote in Marval, south of Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            Women voters queue up to cast their vote at a polling booth during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Muslim women voter queue up to cast their vote at a polling booth during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            People queue up to cast their vote at a polling booth during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            People help an elderly woman in a wheel chair down a ramp after she cast her vote during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Muslim women voter queue up to cast their vote at a polling booth during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Paramilitary soldiers stand guard as people queue up to vote during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Indian paramilitary soldiers stand guard as people queue up at a polling booth to cast their vote in Naira, south of Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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            People help an elderly woman in a wheel chair down a ramp after she cast her vote during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir Assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Muslim women voter queue up to cast their vote at a polling booth during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Paramilitary soldiers stand guard as people queue up to vote during the first phase of the Jammu and Kashmir assembly election, in Kishtwar, India, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Channi Anand)
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            Indian paramilitary soldiers stand guard as people queue up at a polling booth to cast their vote in Naira, south of Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dar Yasin)
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                                        SRINAGAR, India (AP) -- Voting for the first phase of a staggered election to choose a local government concluded Wednesday in Indian-controlled Kashmir, the first such vote since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government stripped the disputed region of its special status five years ago.
Turnout was about 59%, the region's chief electoral officer said in a statement, as voting was "incident-free and peaceful." 
Authorities had deployed thousands of additional police and paramilitary soldiers for security in the seven southern districts of the region, which has been roiled by an insurgency against Indian rule for decades. Over 2.3 million residents are eligible to cast their votes to choose 24 lawmakers out of 219 candidates in the first phase of the election.
Wearing riot gear and carrying assault rifles, troops set up checkpoints and patrolled constituencies as long lines of voters stretched around the polling booths.

    


The second and third phases are scheduled for Sept. 25 and Oct. 1. The process is staggered for logistical reasons and to allow troops to move around to stop potential violence in the Himalayan region.




For the first time, authorities limited access to polling stations for foreign media and denied press credentials to most journalists working with international media, including to The Associated Press, without citing any reason.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


India and Pakistan each administer part of Kashmir, but both claim the territory in its entirety. Militants in the Indian-controlled portion of Kashmir have been fighting New Delhi's rule since 1989. Most Muslim Kashmiris support the rebels' goal of uniting the territory, either under Pakistani rule or as an independent country. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

India insists the Kashmir militancy is Pakistan-sponsored terrorism. Pakistan denies the charge, and most Kashmiris consider it a legitimate freedom struggle. Tens of thousands of civilians, rebels and government forces have been killed in the conflict.

    


The vote is the first in a decade, and the first since Modi's Hindu nationalist government in 2019 scrapped the Muslim-majority region's semi-autonomy, downgraded the former state to a federally governed territory and stripped its separate constitution and inherited protections on land and jobs. It was also divided into two federal territories, Ladakh and Jammu-Kashmir, ruled directly by New Delhi, allowing it to appoint administrators to run the territories along unelected bureaucrats and security personnel.
Many people said they knew their votes won't solve the dispute over Kashmir, but provided a rare window to express their frustration with direct Indian control.
 Aamir Ahmed, a first-time voter in Pulwama town, said it was important to elect a local representative "who does not condone wrongdoing."
"We have witnessed a lot of suffering in the last 10 years," Ahmed said.
Another voter, 80-year-old farmer Ali Mohammad Alai, said he had been "reduced to penury by the Modi government" after authorities took away his land given to him decades ago for cultivation by the local administration. "All I want is to get that land back," he said. "Our own government can do that."

    


People in the Kashmir Valley had layered rights to use of land since reforms in the 1950s that mainly gave Muslim farmers possession of land they tilled for the minority Hindu rulers and its elite. Some of those rights were rescinded after 2019 changes.
In Kishtwar town, multiple voters said they hoped the polling would culminate in a government that cared about economic development and addressed their main issues. "Be it BJP or some other party or a coalition, we urgently want development and better life. Politics can wait," said Chander Jeet Sharma, 49. 
The multistage election will allow Kashmir to have its own truncated government and a local legislature, called an assembly, instead of remaining under New Delhi's direct rule. A chief minister will head a council of ministers in the government.
However, there will be a limited transition of power from New Delhi to the local assembly as Kashmir will continue to be a "Union Territory" -- directly controlled by the federal government -- with India's Parliament remaining its main legislator. The elected government will have partial control over areas like education, culture and taxation but not over the police. Kashmir's statehood must be restored for the new government to have powers similar to other states of India.

    


Multiple local parties have campaigned on promises to fight for reversal of 2019 changes and address other key issues like rising unemployment and inflation in the region where locals have struggled amid curtailed civil liberties particularly after the revocation of the special status. 
India's ruling BJP, however, has vowed to block any move aimed at undoing those changes but promised to help in the region's economic development.

    


The region's last assembly election was held in 2014, after which Modi's Bharatiya Janata Party for the first time ruled in a coalition with the local Peoples Democratic Party. But the government collapsed in 2018, after BJP withdrew from the coalition.
Polls in the past have been marked with violence, boycotts and vote-rigging, even though India called them a victory over separatism.
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kashmir-election-india-pakistan-conflict-197e0720c55fad094535e2a5d6907b59
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a joint press conference with Egypt's Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty in Tahrir Palace in Cairo, Egypt Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty, speaks during a joint press conference with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, at Tahrir Palace in Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken attends a joint press conference with Egypt's Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty in Tahrir Palace in Cairo, Egypt Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Egypt's Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty attends a joint press conference with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken, not pictured, in Tahrir Palace in Cairo, Egypt Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Egypt's Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty attends a joint press conference with U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Tahrir Palace in Cairo, Egypt Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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            U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken shakes hands with Egypt's Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty during a joint press conference in Tahrir Palace in Cairo, Egypt Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Evelyn Hockstein/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken expressed frustration Wednesday at surprise escalations that threaten to derail efforts to broker a cease-fire deal in Gaza, noting that the United States is assessing a deadly attack that caused pagers used by Hezbollah to explode in Lebanon.
Blinken spoke to reporters in Cairo, where he traveled for talks on the cease-fire negotiations and U.S.-Egyptian relations. While Israel has not publicly spoken on responsibility in the pager attack, a U.S. official has said Israel briefed the United States after the explosions.
The United States, Egypt and other international partners are working for an agreement between Israel and Hamas to halt nearly a year of war in Gaza and release hostages held by the militant group. The U.S. says such a deal is the best chance at tamping down wider regional tensions, with Israeli leaders threatening to step up military action against Iranian-backed Hezbollah militants in Lebanon and the pager attack risking further escalation.

    


"Time and again" when the U.S. and other mediators believe they are making progress on a cease-fire deal in Gaza, "we've seen an event that ... threatens to slow it, stop it, derail it," Blinken said in response to a question about the previous day's explosions in Lebanon. 




Personal pagers used by Hezbollah in Lebanon exploded nearly simultaneously Tuesday, killing at least 12 people, including two children. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Blinken reiterated that the U.S. was still gathering information on the circumstances of the pager attack and declined to make more specific comments.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Blinken says surprise escalations threaten to derail talks for a cease-fire in Gaza
    

    
    
    At a news conference, Secretary of State Antony says the U.S is calling for calm in the region.

    

In other unexpected events that have put a cease-fire deal at risk, Blinken spoke of the discovery this month of the bodies of six hostages who Israel said had been recently killed by Hamas. They were among those still held in Gaza following Hamas' Oct. 7 attacks in Israel that launched the war.

    


When news came of their deaths, negotiators had been making progress on the timing and other details of a swap that would have freed hostages in exchange for the release of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli detention, America's top diplomat said. 
Blinken, who had meetings with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi and Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty, said the most dire need in the troubled cease-fire negotiations was for both sides to show they actually wanted a deal.
"The most important thing in this moment is to see a demonstration of political will," Blinken said.
He headed to his 10th trip to the Middle East since the war in Gaza began without the optimistic projections that the Biden administration has previously conveyed of a breakthrough in the negotiations. The U.S., Egypt and other allies say a deal is essential to quelling escalated attacks by Iranian-backed groups in Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq and Syria.
Israeli leaders warned this week of a possible military offensive in Lebanon to stop what have become daily exchanges of rockets and missiles between Hezbollah and Israel across the southern Lebanese border.

    


Abdelatty, the Egyptian foreign minister, said Wednesday the region was on the brink of wider war and spoke critically of Tuesday's targeted explosions in Lebanon.
"Any escalation, including what happened yesterday, certainly hinders reaching a cease-fire deal and the release of hostages and detainees," he said. "Certainly what happened doesn't only hinder the current talks, but also risks getting into a full-scale war."
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has been accused of slow-rolling the talks for a cease-fire in Gaza because a deal could mean the collapse of his hardline coalition government, with some members opposed to any deal with the Palestinians. 
___
Ahmed Hatem in Cairo contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gaza-blinken-middle-east-pagers-israel-4d4234bfdac2e49d3bc7c70cfb82a585
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            New Orleans Saints quarterback Derek Carr reacts after throwing a touchdown pass to wide receiver Rashid Shaheed during the first half of an NFL football game against the Dallas Cowboys, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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            New Orleans Saints quarterback Derek Carr reacts after teammate Alvin Kamara scored a touchdown against the Dallas Cowboys during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Jerome Miron)
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            Carolina Panthers quarterback Bryce Young passes against the Los Angeles Chargers during the first half of an NFL football game on Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)
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            Carolina Panthers quarterback Bryce Young leaves a news conference after their loss to the Los Angeles Chargers in an NFL football game on Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. (AP Photo/Erik Verduzco)
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            Chicago Bears quarterback Caleb Williams (18) throws over Houston Texans defensive tackle Mario Edwards Jr. (97) during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Denver Broncos quarterback Bo Nix (10) falls after a short gain as Pittsburgh Steelers safety Minkah Fitzpatrick (39) leaped over him during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) runs as New York Giants safety Tyler Nubin and Bobby Okereke (58) pursue during the first half of an NFL football game in Landover, Md., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 9 | 
            Pittsburgh Steelers head coach Mike Tomlin watches during the second half of an NFL football game against the Denver Broncos, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            New York Giants wide receiver Malik Nabers (1) reacts after missing a pass on fourth down against the Washington Commanders late in the second half of an NFL football game in Landover, Md., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Chicago Bears quarterback Caleb Williams (18) throws over Houston Texans defensive tackle Mario Edwards Jr. (97) during the second half of an NFL football game Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Eric Christian Smith)
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            Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) runs as New York Giants safety Tyler Nubin and Bobby Okereke (58) pursue during the first half of an NFL football game in Landover, Md., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 9

                                    
                                    Washington Commanders quarterback Jayden Daniels (5) runs as New York Giants safety Tyler Nubin and Bobby Okereke (58) pursue during the first half of an NFL football game in Landover, Md., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Ruark)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 9 | 
            Pittsburgh Steelers head coach Mike Tomlin watches during the second half of an NFL football game against the Denver Broncos, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            New York Giants wide receiver Malik Nabers (1) reacts after missing a pass on fourth down against the Washington Commanders late in the second half of an NFL football game in Landover, Md., Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        Inside the Numbers dives into NFL statistics, streaks and trends each week. For more Inside the Numbers, head here.
___
The worst start to a season for passing offenses in years hasn't hit the New Orleans Saints.

    


While quarterbacks and offenses around the league have struggled to get going, Derek Carr and the Saints are clicking with an early efficiency that might not ever have been reached before in the NFL.
The Saints followed a 47-point outburst in the season opener against the Carolina Panthers by beating the Dallas Cowboys 44-19 on Sunday, becoming the fifth team to score at least 44 points in each of the first two games of a season.
New Orleans was the last team to do it in 2009 on the way to the franchise's only Super Bowl title, with the other three instances coming before the 1970 NFL-AFL merger. The Raiders did it in 1968, Detroit in 1962 and the Rock Island Independents in 1920 in the inaugural season in what is now known as the NFL.
The Saints, under new coordinator Klint Kubiak, scored on their first 15 drives of the season with Carr at quarterback, scoring on all nine drives in the opener before Carr was replaced by Jake Haener and then getting TDs on the first six possessions against the Cowboys before an interception ended that run.





    


Sportradar has tracked player participation since 2006 and no quarterback in that span had led 15 straight scoring drives at any point of a season. The longest streaks before Carr's for the Saints, excluding drives that ended with kneel downs at the end of a half or game, were a 13-drive streak for Drew Brees and the Saints in 2018 and streaks of 12 for Baltimore's Lamar Jackson in 2019 and New England's Tom Brady in 2007.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Carr and the Saints are the exception, with the 128 offensive touchdowns down 54 from the first two weeks in 2020 and tied for the second fewest in the last 18 seasons. The 193.6 net yards passing per game are the fewest through two weeks since 1996 (188.3).

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


While Carr has thrown for only 443 yards in the first two weeks thanks to blowouts that led to a heavy dose of runs, only five QBs have hit the 300-yard mark for the fewest 300-yard passing games in the first two weeks since 1996, when there were only three.

    


The situation isn't nearly so rosy for another NFC South team, with 2023 No. 1 overall draft pick Bryce Young having only 245 yards passing in two games combined, leading to his benching just two games into his second season.
Young was the 27th quarterback taken first overall in the common draft era and the first of those to lose his starting job in his second season for non-injury reasons.
Young's production has been anemic, with his career passer rating (70.9), touchdown passes (11) and yards per attempt (5.4) trailing the numbers through 18 starts of 2007 No. 1 overall pick JaMarcus Russell, who is the epitome of a top-pick QB bust.
Young's 2-16 record is the third worst of any quarterback who has made at least 15 starts, and he went four straight starts dating to last season with no TD passes and fewer than 165 yards passing in each game. Only four other QBs had done that since 2000, with at least 12 attempts in each game.
While Young has struggled in Year 2, the rookie QBs haven't fared much better, with Caleb Williams, Jayden Daniels and Bo Nix combining for a 64.2 passer rating and no TD passes on 196 attempts. 

    


That's the most attempts for rookie quarterbacks in the first two weeks without a TD since the merger, topping the 70 from 1970 when Terry Bradshaw was the top rookie. 
Tough Tomlin
The Pittsburgh Steelers have more wins than touchdowns this season in what can best be described as Mike Tomlin football.
After winning the opener against Atlanta on six field goals by Chris Boswell, Pittsburgh got into the end zone once on Sunday in a 13-6 win over Denver.
The Steelers are just the third team since at least 1960 to win the first two games of a season while scoring only one TD combined in those games. Detroit did it in 2000 and Buffalo in 1988.

    


The wins the first two weeks improved Tomlin's record as a coach to 42-40-1 (.512) when his team scores one offensive touchdown or fewer in a game. The rest of the NFL has a .227 winning percentage in that situation since Tomlin was hired in 2007, with no other coach with at least 10 tries having a winning record. 
How'd that happen?
The New York Giants scored three touchdowns on Sunday against Washington, allowed none and somehow came out on the losing end of a 21-18 score.
How rare is that?
Extremely, it turns out.
The last time a team scored at least three touchdowns, gave up none and lost a game came on Nov. 5, 1989. On that day, Minnesota got seven field goals from Rich Karlis in regulation and beat the Rams 23-21 in overtime when the Vikings blocked a punt for a game-ending safety.
In all, there have been 1,235 times since 2000 that a team scored three more TDs than the opponent. The Giants are just the second of those teams to lose, with the other coming Oct. 21, 2007, when Houston fell 38-36 to Tennessee. The Titans got a record eight field goals from Rob Bironas and two TDs that day, while the Texans scored five touchdowns.
Nearly as unlikely was the comeback for Atlanta against Philadelphia on Monday night. The Falcons had a 0.7% chance of winning when they trailed 18-15 with 1:56 remaining and the Eagles had a first down at the Atlanta 17, according to the NFL's Next Gen Stat model.
But two runs followed by the Falcons' final two timeouts and then a dropped pass by Saquon Barkley on third down gave Atlanta a chance. Philadelphia opted to kick a field goal on fourth-and-3 to go up six, setting the stage for Kirk Cousins to drive for the winning TD and the seventh-most improbable win as far back as NGS data goes to 2016.
800 club
The Green Bay Packers became the first team in NFL history to win 800 regular-season games when they topped the Indianapolis Colts 16-10 on Sunday.
The Bears franchise, which began as the Decatur Staleys in 1920, had been the winningest team in NFL history at the end of the league's first 102 seasons before being passed by Green Bay in 2022.
Chicago is second with 794 wins. The only other team with at least 700 wins is the New York Giants with 721.
The Packers also have the most titles with 13, including three won in 1929-31 before the start of the playoffs.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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                    This undated image provided by Caltech, taken by Europe's LOFAR (LOw Frequency ARray) radio telescope, shows the longest known pair of black hole jets, as reported Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in the journal Nature. (LOFAR Collaboration/Martijn Oei/Caltech via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Scientists have discovered the longest pair of jets streaming from a black hole in a distant galaxy. 
The jets shooting hot plasma are the largest ever spotted - about as long as 140 Milky Way galaxies lined up end-to-end.
"This one has managed to reach a size that's so big," said Eileen Meyer, who studies black holes at University of Maryland, Baltimore County and who was not involved in the study. 
The discovery, made using images from a European radio telescope, was reported Wednesday in the journal Nature.
Black holes eat most space debris that falls their way. Sometimes, heated-up plasma makes a narrow escape by spewing out in thin, high-energy jets.
The jets can break apart soon after their creation, jostled by space turbulence or starved in the absence of new matter. But jets from supermassive black holes can become supersized.

    


The latest combined jets from a faraway supermassive black hole are around 23 million light-years long. That's about 7 million light-years longer than the previous recordholder. A light-year is 5.8 trillion miles. 
Study co-author Martijn Oei said researchers weren't expecting to find long black hole jets so early in the universe's history. The jets date back to when the universe was less than half its current age.




Studying the jets could reveal whether they had an influence on how the early universe came to be, said Oei with the California Institute of Technology.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            FILE - The Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS Laboon sails in the Red Sea, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            FILE - An HSC-7 helicopter lands on the Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS Laboon in the Red Sea, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            FILE -Crew members work in the combat information center of the Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS Laboon during a deployment in the Red Sea, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            FILE - The Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS Laboon sails in the Red Sea, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Navy is taking lessons from its combat in the Red Sea over the past year and what Ukraine has done to hold off the Russians in the Black Sea to help U.S. military leaders prepare the service for a potential future conflict with China.
From drones and unmanned surface vessels to the more advanced operation of ship-board guns, the Navy is expanding its combat skills and broadening training. It is also working to overcome recruiting struggles so it can have the sailors it needs to fight the next war.
Adm. Lisa Franchetti, chief of naval operations, is laying out a series of goals, including several that will be highly challenging to meet, in a new navigation plan she described in an interview with The Associated Press. The objective is to be ready to face what the Pentagon calls its key national security challenge -- China.

    


"I'm very focused on 2027. It's the year that that President Xi (Jinping) told his forces to be ready to invade Taiwan," Franchetti said. "We need to be more ready."
The new plan, set to be released Wednesday, includes what she considers seven priority goals, ranging from removing delays in ship depot maintenance to improving Navy infrastructure, recruiting and the use of drones and autonomous systems.




One significant challenge is to have 80% of the force be ready enough at any given time to deploy for combat if needed -- something she acknowledged is a "stretch goal." The key, she said, is to get to a level of combat readiness where "if the nation calls us, we can push the 'go' button and we can surge our forces to be able to meet the call."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The announcement of the goals comes as U.S. leaders are treading a fine line, pledging a commitment to the defense of Taiwan while also working to keep communication open with Beijing to deter greater conflict.
Taiwan, a self-governing island democracy that split from communist China in 1949, has rejected Beijing's demands that it accept unification. China says it will do so by force if necessary. The United States is obligated under domestic law to help defend Taiwan and give it weapons and technology to deter invasion.

    


An important element in any Asia-Pacific conflict will be the need to control the seas. Franchetti said the U.S. can learn from how the Ukrainians have used drones, airstrikes and long-range unmanned vessels to limit Russian ship activity in the western Black Sea and keep access open to critical ports.
"If you look at the Ukrainian success in really keeping the Russian Black Sea fleet pushed all the way over into the east, that's all about sea denial and that's very important," Franchetti said. She added that Ukraine has been innovating on the battlefield by using existing systems, such as drones, in different ways.
The Navy's monthslong battle with the Iran-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen has provided other lessons.
"I think probably no one is learning more than the Navy, because really, this is the first time we've been in a weapons engagement zone for this sustained period," she said. 

    


She said sailors are watching their attacks and analyzing the data as ships respond.
Earlier this year, the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower aircraft carrier was stationed in the Red Sea to respond to help Israel and to defend commercial and military ships from Houthi attacks. The carrier returned home after an eight-month-plus deployment that the Navy said was the most intense running sea battle since World War II. 
F/A-18 fighter jets routinely launched off the carrier's deck to take out Houthi weapons, and Navy destroyers persistently fired rounds of missiles and used on-board guns to shoot down incoming strikes and drones.
On board the USS Mason destroyer, which was stationed with the Eisenhower, Franchetti in August met and promoted one of the destroyer's fire control sailors who worked on its large, fully automatic artillery gun. Unlike missiles, many of the drones launched by the Houthis were more complicated and challenging to target and shoot down, and he was able to adjust the gun to better defeat them.

    


"He could see how it was performing against the Houthi threat," Franchetti said, "and he came up with a different way to use the gun to make it more effective in these engagements." 
She did not identify the sailor and declined to provide details on the exact changes he recommended. But it resulted in new formal military tactics and procedures that were distributed to all other ships.
Another key effort will be to improve Navy development of unmanned and autonomous systems and weapons and integrate them into training and combat. As the military brings on new technologies, including unmanned surface vessels, the Navy needs to ensure it has trained sailors who can use and repair them.
The new navigation plan notes that the Navy is now working on concepts and requirements for larger robotic systems and the artificial intelligence applications they could use to understand and control the battlespace.

    


Navy leaders also understand the financial restraints they will likely face from Congress -- limits that rivals such as China do not have. China outpaces the U.S. in the number of ships and is expected to do so into the future.
Navy officials said that while they would like a bigger naval force, they need to offset that by working more effectively with the Army, Air Force, Space Force and Marines, which is something the U.S. has historically done very well.
A challenge will be eliminating the maintenance overruns that often prevent ships from being able to deploy on time. Getting ships in and out of depots on time, Franchetti said, is critical to having a combat-ready Navy.
"These are the things that we know that we need to be able to do to have the force that's going to be more ready every single day," she said.
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            The baobab tree is known as the "tree of life" and its fruit is feeding a growing global market for natural food and beauty products. But the people picking the fruit in rural Africa say they are barely making enough money to survive. (AP video by Nqobile Ntshangase)
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            The sun sets behind a baobab tree, known as the tree of life, in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            Loveness Bhitoni picks up fallen baobab fruit under a baobab tree in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Thursday,Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            Loveness Bhitoni harvests fallen baobab fruit under in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Thursday,Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            Loveness Bhitoni harvests fallen baobab fruit in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Thursday,Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            Loveness Bhitoni harvests fallen baobab fruit in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Thursday,Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            Loveness Bhitoni harvests fallen baobab fruit in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Thursday,Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            Loveness Bhitoni carries baobab fruits from a tree, in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            Workers at a baobab factory carry a sack full of baobab fruits for processing in Mudzi, Friday, Aug. 23 ,2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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        An ancient African tree is providing a new 'superfood' but local harvesters are barely surviving
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                                    The baobab tree is known as the "tree of life" and its fruit is feeding a growing global market for natural food and beauty products. But the people picking the fruit in rural Africa say they are barely making enough money to survive. (AP video by Nqobile Ntshangase)
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            The sun sets behind a baobab tree, known as the tree of life, in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            Loveness Bhitoni picks up fallen baobab fruit under a baobab tree in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Thursday,Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            Loveness Bhitoni harvests fallen baobab fruit in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Thursday,Aug. 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            Workers at a baobab factory carry a sack full of baobab fruits for processing in Mudzi, Friday, Aug. 23 ,2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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            A worker trows shells of baobab fruits into a furnace for the purposes of manure at an baobab factory in Mudzi, Zimbabwe, Friday, Aug. 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Aaron Ufumeli)
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                                        Since childhood, Loveness Bhitoni has collected fruit from the gigantic baobab trees surrounding her homestead in Zimbabwe to add variety to the family's staple corn and millet diet. The 50-year-old Bhitoni never saw them as a source of cash, until now.
Climate change-induced droughts have decimated her crops. Meanwhile, the world has a growing appetite for the fruit of the drought-resistant baobab as a natural health food.
Bhitoni wakes before dawn to go foraging for baobab fruit, sometimes walking barefoot though hot, thorny landscapes with the risk of wildlife attacks. She gathers sacks of the hard-shelled fruit from the ancient trees and sells them on to industrial food processors or individual buyers from the city.
The baobab trade, which took root in her area in 2018, would previously supplement things like children's school fees and clothing for locals of the small town of Kotwa in northeastern Zimbabwe. Now, it's a matter of survival following the latest devastating drought in southern Africa, worsened by the El Nino weather phenomenon.

    


"We are only able to buy corn and salt," Bhitoni said after a long day's harvest. "Cooking oil is a luxury because the money is simply not enough. Sometimes I spend a month without buying a bar of soap. I can't even talk of school fees or children's clothes."




The global market for baobab products has spiked, turning rural African areas with an abundance of the trees into source markets. The trees, known for surviving even under severe conditions like drought or fire, need more than 20 years to start producing fruit and aren't cultivated but foraged.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tens of thousands of rural people like Bhitoni have emerged to feed the need. The African Baobab Alliance, with members across the continent's baobab producing countries, projects that more than 1 million rural African women could reap economic benefits from the fruit, which remains fresh for long periods because of its thick shell.

    


The alliance's members train locals on food safety. They also encourage people to collect the fruit, which can grow to 8 inches (20 centimeters) wide and 21 inches (53 centimeters) long, from the ground rather than the hazardous work of climbing the enormous, thick-trunked trees. Many, especially men, still do, however. 
Native to the African continent, the baobab is known as the "tree of life" for its resilience and is found from South Africa to Kenya to Sudan and Senegal. Zimbabwe has about 5 million of the trees, according to Zimtrade, a government export agency.
But the baobab's health benefits long went unnoticed elsewhere.
Gus Le Breton, a pioneer of the industry, remembers the early days.
"Baobab did not develop into a globally traded and known superfood by accident," said Le Breton, recalling years of regulatory, safety and toxicology testing to convince authorities in the European Union and United States to approve it.
"It was ridiculous because the baobab fruit has been consumed in Africa safely for thousands and thousands of years," said Le Breton, an ethnobotanist specializing in African plants used for food and medicine.

    


Studies have shown that the baobab fruit has several health benefits as an antioxidant, and a source of vitamin C and essential minerals such as zinc, potassium and magnesium.
The U.S. legalized the import of baobab powder as a food and beverage ingredient in 2009, a year after the EU. But getting foreign taste buds to accept the sharp, tart-like taste took repeated trips to Western and Asian countries.
"No one had ever heard of it, they didn't know how to pronounce its name. It took us a long time," Le Breton said. The tree is pronounced BAY-uh-bab.
Together with China, the U.S. and Europe now account for baobab powder's biggest markets. The Dutch government's Center for the Promotion of Imports says the global market could reach $10 billion by 2027. Le Breton says his association projects a 200% growth in global demand between 2025 and 2030, and is also looking at increasing consumption among Africa's increasingly health-conscious urbanites.

    


Companies such as Coca-Cola and Pepsi have opened product lines promoting baobab ingredients. In Europe, the powder is hyped by some as having "real star qualities" and is used to flavor beverages, cereals, yogurt, snack bars and other items.
A packet of a kilogram (2.2 pound) of baobab powder sells for around 27 euros (about $30) in Germany. In the United Kingdom, a 100-milliliter (3.38-ounce) bottle of baobab beauty oil can fetch 25 pounds (about $33). 
The growing industry is on display at a processing plant in Zimbabwe, where baobab pulp is bagged separately from the seeds. Each bag has a tag tracing it to the harvester who sold it. Outside the factory, the hard shells are turned into biochar, an ash given to farmers for free to make organic compost.

    


Harvesters like Bhitoni say they can only dream of affording the commercial products the fruit becomes. She earns 17 cents for every kilogram of the fruit and she can spend up to eight hours a day walking through the sunbaked savanna. She has exhausted the trees nearby.
"The fruit is in demand, but the trees did not produce much this year, so sometimes I return without filling up a single sack," Bhitoni said. "I need five sacks to get enough money to buy a 10-kilogram (22-pound) packet of cornmeal."
Some individual buyers who feed a growing market for the powder in Zimbabwe's urban areas prey on residents' drought-induced hunger, offering cornmeal in exchange for seven 20-liter (around 4-gallon) buckets of cracked fruit, she said.
"People have no choice because they have nothing," said Kingstone Shero, the local councilor. "The buyers are imposing prices on us and we don't have the capacity to resist because of hunger."
Le Breton sees better prices ahead as the market expands.
"I think that the market has grown significantly, (but) I don't think it has grown exponentially. It's been fairly steady growth," he said. "I believe at some point that it will increase in value as well. And at that point, then I think that the harvesters will really start to be earning some serious income from the harvesting and sale of this really truly remarkable fruit.".
Zimtrade, the government export agency, has lamented the low prices paid to baobab pickers and says it's looking at partnering with rural women to set up processing plants. 
The difficult situation is likely to continue due to a lack of negotiating power by fruit pickers, some of them children, said Prosper Chitambara, a development economist based in Zimbabwe's capital, Harare.
On a recent day, Bhitoni walked from one baobab tree to the next. She carefully examined each fruit before leaving the smaller ones for wild animals such as baboons and elephants to eat -- an age-old tradition.
"It is tough work, but the buyers don't even understand this when we ask them to increase prices," she said.
___
For more news on Africa and development: https://apnews.com/hub/africa-pulse
___
The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Gates Foundation. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/baobab-trees-economy-africa-zimbabwe-climate-e0e7c49c004248bd1d3b5f7b354c4a8f
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            FILE -Sean 'Diddy' Combs participates in "The Four" panel during the FOX Television Critics Association Winter Press Tour in Pasadena, Calif., Jan. 4, 2018. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)
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            FILE - Sean Combs arrives at the LA Premiere of "The Four: Battle For Stardom" at the CBS Radford Studio Center on Wednesday, May 30, 2018, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, file)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Sean "Diddy" Combs is widely recognized as one of the most influential figures in hip-hop, but his indictment Tuesday on sex trafficking and racketeering charges further clouds his legacy. For some, it may change their relationship to his music.
The indictment, detailing allegations dating back to 2008, accuses him of abusing, threatening and coercing women for years "to fulfill his sexual desires, protect his reputation, and conceal his conduct."
Some experts believe the severity of the crimes may tarnish his career moving forward.
"The chance to just be looked at strictly in musical terms, and that being the defining part of his legacy, is pretty much gone," says Peter A. Berry, a music journalist with work in XXL and Complex.
"I'm not sure you can play 'Mo Money, Mo Problems' at the barbeque now," he says. "You can't look at Diddy's music in a vacuum the same way you did before.

    


"He's gone from this aspirational, go-getting music industry legend to essentially, arguably, the Bill Cosby of hip-hop."
Berry views Combs indictment as "a continuation of a reckoning for the rap world," which includes sexual misconduct allegations leveled at Russell Simmons by multiple women, as well as R&B-singer R Kelly who is serving a 30-year prison sentence for using his fame to sexually abuse young fans, including some who were just children, in a systematic scheme that went on for decades.




Sowmya Krishnamurthy, music journalist and author of "Fashion Killa: How Hip-Hop Revolutionized High Fashion," sees it differently.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's always a question of -- are fans going to separate the person from the art? Are you able to differentiate the good musical contribution somebody has made, the artists they've introduced us to, the hit songs they've given us, the soundtrack to our lives versus what's going on in their personal life, the legal issues that they're facing?" she asks.

    


"When it comes to Puff, very similar to a lot of incredibly talented, successful but problematic men, I do think many fans will be able to differentiate the two."
She says you can still expect to hear Diddy's music out in the world -- the records he made, produced, released and beyond -- but the effects will be felt elsewhere. 
"We're not going to see his music synced in TV shows and films. You're not going to see his music being synced, for example, in commercials," she says. 
As for streaming platforms: "As long as people keep streaming records, watching music videos and supporting it behind the scenes, I think a lot of companies have no problem quietly profiting," she adds.
Combs is one of the best-known music executives, producers and performers across hip-hop, having won three Grammys and worked with artists such as Notorious B.I.G., Mary J. Blige, Usher, Lil Kim, Faith Evans and 112. He founded Bad Boy Records in 1993, the influential fashion line Sean John, a vodka brand and the Revolt TV network. He sold off his stake in the latter company in June of this year.
In the '00s, he was a producer on MTV's reality television series "Making the Band," and "Making His Band," launching the careers of artists like the girl group Danity Kane while embodying a kind of temperamental, "grandiose television personality," A.D. Carson, associate professor of hip-hop at University of Virginia points out. 

    


"Does MTV stop running those shows if they're running in syndication?" he asks. "No company that's making money off of something that they produce is going to willingly give up that money.
"I don't think anybody who's still committed to listening to Diddy's music in 2024 is going to be convinced by this indictment to stop listening to it in the same way that somebody who is, you know, listening to R. Kelly in 2024," he adds.
Diddy hasn't consistently released new solo music the last two decades. Carson theorizes that might make it easier for others to stop playing his records. "The easiest place to boycott is a place that you were never going to patronize anyway."
It has been 17 years since Combs had a top 10 hit -- 2007's "Last Night" featuring Keisha Cole hit No. 10 on the Billboard Hot 100. Still, his career and cultural contributions continue to be celebrated. In 2022, Combs received the Lifetime Achievement Award at the BET Awards. Last year, he performed at the MTV VMAs and released his fifth studio album, "The Love Album: Off the Grid," his first new album since 2006 chart-topping "Press Play." 

    


"The Love Album" was nominated for best progressive R&B album at the Grammy Awards. Combs did not attend. 
"This time last year, Diddy was being handed a key to the city," Berry points out. "Now he's being indicted."
The lawsuits Combs faces began in November 2023, when singer Cassie Ventura sued him for alleging years of sexual abuse including rape. (New York State's Adult Survivors Act, enacted in 2022, allows victims to file beyond certain statute of limitations.)

    


In June, video that appeared to show Combs attacking Cassie in a Los Angeles hotel hallway in 2016 surfaced, resulting in public outcry. Howard University cut ties with Combs, rescinding an honorary degree that was awarded to him and disbanding a scholarship program in his name as a result. Combs returned his key to New York City after a request from Mayor Eric Adams in response to the video. And in December, Billboard reported that a forthcoming Hulu reality show following Combs and his family was no longer in production. 
So, what does that say of his career? 
"I do think that certain accolades, you know, industry awards, I could see them being rescinded," says Krishnamurthy. "But who knows what the future holds. And I do think as time goes on, sometimes the effect is that people do look at the past with rose-colored glasses or it becomes easier to remove ourselves from the negativity and focus on the music and the good times."
"I think Diddy is basically canceled," says Berry. "I don't see him making a comeback."
"His music is too great to ignore," he adds. "A good amount of people will still play it. But they're going to get a side-eye."
"My hope is that folks don't use Diddy example to scapegoat hip-hop, because this isn't a problem that's unique to hip hop," says Carson. 
Additionally, he says "we focus a lot of attention on the legacy on the people who did the harm. The more responsible thing to ask is: What do reparations look like for the people who were harmed?"
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            Hadley Duvall speaks on stage during the Democratic National Convention Monday, Aug. 19, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            Hadley Duvall, a sexual assault survivor and reproductive rights advocate who spoke at the Democratic National Convention, joins a rally for Vice President Harris at the Independence Visitor Center in Philadelphia, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. Gov. Josh Shapiro headlined the reproductive rights rally before the campaign's national "Fighting for Reproductive Freedom" bus departed on a tour across Pennsylvania. (Tom Gralish/The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A 22-year-old woman who became an abortion rights advocate after she was raped by her stepfather as a child tells her story in a new campaign ad for Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris. 
Hadley Duvall says in voiceover that she's never slept a full night in her life -- her stepfather first started abusing her when she was five years old, and impregnated her when she was 12. As she speaks, images of Duvall as a child flash on the screen. The soundtrack of the ad is a song by Billie Eilish, who endorsed the vice president on Tuesday. 
"I just remember thinking I have to get out of my skin. I can't be me right now. Like, this can't be it," Duvall says. "I didn't know what to do. I was a child. I didn't know what it meant to be pregnant, at all. But I had options."
The ad is part of a continued push by the Harris campaign to highlight the growing consequences of the fall of Roe, including that some states have abortion restrictions with no exceptions for rape or incest. Women in some states are suffering increasingly perilous medical care and the first reported instance of a woman dying from delayed reproductive care surfaced this week. Harris lays the blame squarely on Republican nominee Donald Trump, who appointed three of the conservatives to the U.S. Supreme Court who helped overturn the constitutional right to abortion.

    


Duvall blames Trump, too. 




"Because Donald Trump overturned Roe v. Wade, girls and women all over the country have lost the right to choose, even for rape or incest," she says in the ad. "Donald Trump did this. He took away our freedom."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

During the presidential debate on Sept. 10, Trump repeatedly took credit for appointing the three Supreme Court justices and leaned heavily on his catchall response to questions on abortion rights, saying the issue should be left up to the states. He said he would not sign a national abortion ban. 

    


"I'm not signing a ban," he said, adding that "there is no reason to sign the ban."
But he also repeatedly declined to say whether he would veto such a ban if he were elected again -- a question that has lingered as the Republican nominee has shifted his stances on the crucial election issue.
Duvall of Owensboro, Kentucky, first told her story publicly last fall in a campaign ad for the governor's race in her home state supporting Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear. Duvall's stepfather was convicted of rape and is in prison; she miscarried. 
Beshear won reelection, and Democrats have said Duvall's ad was a strong motivator, particularly for rural, male voters who had previously voted for Trump.
Duvall is also touring the country to campaign for Harris along with other women who have been telling their personal stories since the fall of Roe, joining Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro last week.
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            Bolivia's hugely popular and controversial former leftist president, Evo Morales, started on Tuesday a protest march against his bitter political rival, current President Luis Arce. (AP video by Carlos Guerrero)
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            An effigy of former President Evo Morales burns on a road in Vila Vila, Bolivia, to block Morales supporters who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, kick a government supporter in Vila Vila, Bolivia, as Morales supporters march to the capital, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. Morales and his supporters are marching to the capital to protest the government of President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            A government supporter runs through tear gas during clashes with supporters of former President Evo Morales who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce, run towards Arce supporters who met them along the route in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Former President Evo Morales, center, and his supporters march to the capital to protest against the government of current President Luis Arce, in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians, in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales march to the capital to protest against the government of current President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians, in Vila Vila, Bolivia Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 16 | 
            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, one holding a sling-shot, pursue a government supporter, top right, in Vila Vila, Bolivia, as they march to the capital, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. Morales and his supporters are marching to the capital to protest the government of President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce, advance towards Arce supporters who met them along their route in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales kick a government supporter whose group confronted them in Vila Vila, Bolivia, during their march to the capital, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. Morales and his supporters are marching to the capital to protest the government of President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce, walk toward Arce supporters who met them along the route in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            An effigy of former President Evo Morales is engulfed in flames on the road between Caracollo and La Paz, the route Morales' supporters are using to march to the capital against the government of President Luis Arce, in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            An effigy of former President Evo Morales starts to burn on a road between Caracollo and La Paz, to block Morales supporters who are marching to the capital against the government of President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, top, who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce, are confronted by Arce supporters, below, in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Demonstrators give an offering to Mother Earth before marching to the capital, led by former President Evo Morales, as part of a political dispute with current President Luis Arce and to protest his handling of the economy in Caracollo, Oruro, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Demonstrators carrying wiphala flags march to the capital from Caracollo, Oruro, Bolivia, led by former President Evo Morales as part of a political dispute with current President Luis Arce and to protest his handling of the economy, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            An effigy of former President Evo Morales burns on a road in Vila Vila, Bolivia, to block Morales supporters who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, kick a government supporter in Vila Vila, Bolivia, as Morales supporters march to the capital, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. Morales and his supporters are marching to the capital to protest the government of President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            A government supporter runs through tear gas during clashes with supporters of former President Evo Morales who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce, run towards Arce supporters who met them along the route in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Former President Evo Morales, center, and his supporters march to the capital to protest against the government of current President Luis Arce, in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians, in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales march to the capital to protest against the government of current President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians, in Vila Vila, Bolivia Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, one holding a sling-shot, pursue a government supporter, top right, in Vila Vila, Bolivia, as they march to the capital, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. Morales and his supporters are marching to the capital to protest the government of President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce, advance towards Arce supporters who met them along their route in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales kick a government supporter whose group confronted them in Vila Vila, Bolivia, during their march to the capital, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. Morales and his supporters are marching to the capital to protest the government of President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce, walk toward Arce supporters who met them along the route in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            An effigy of former President Evo Morales is engulfed in flames on the road between Caracollo and La Paz, the route Morales' supporters are using to march to the capital against the government of President Luis Arce, in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            An effigy of former President Evo Morales starts to burn on a road between Caracollo and La Paz, to block Morales supporters who are marching to the capital against the government of President Luis Arce in an escalation of a political dispute between the two politicians, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Supporters of former President Evo Morales, top, who are marching to the capital to protest the government of current President Luis Arce, are confronted by Arce supporters, below, in Vila Vila, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Demonstrators give an offering to Mother Earth before marching to the capital, led by former President Evo Morales, as part of a political dispute with current President Luis Arce and to protest his handling of the economy in Caracollo, Oruro, Bolivia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Demonstrators carrying wiphala flags march to the capital from Caracollo, Oruro, Bolivia, led by former President Evo Morales as part of a political dispute with current President Luis Arce and to protest his handling of the economy, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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                                        CARACOLLO, Bolivia (AP) -- Thousands of anti-government demonstrators marching in support of Bolivia's former President Evo Morales clashed on Tuesday with counterprotesters blocking their way, a stark sign of an escalating power struggle in the volatile Andean nation.
In his most brazen show of force yet against current President Luis Arce, Morales sent word to his followers to mobilize what he called a "March to Save Bolivia," a 190-kilometer (118 mile)-trek from the small village of Caracollo to the capital, La Paz, denouncing the government of his protege-turned-bitter rival.
Morales, a former coca grower, has retained significant support among poor and Indigenous Bolivians despite his resignation in 2019 amid mass protests over his disrupted re-election. 
The march in solidarity with him began peacefully Tuesday morning, but turned violent hours later when hundreds of counterprotesters, armed with tear gas bombs, stones and firecrackers, spread across the highway waiting to confront the nearly 10,000 marchers. Some of them set a giant effigy of Morales on fire.

    


The Morales supporters, raising multi-colored Indigenous flags and chanting against Bolivia's economic crisis, surged toward them, using slingshots to pelt their adversaries with rocks as police in pickup trucks and on motorbikes looked on. Morales' followers soon forced the counterprotesters to retreat, their shouts -- "Evo, Bolivia wants you back!" -- drowning out the pro-Arce activists who chanted, "Evo, you traitor, your time has passed."




A top official in Arce's government, Eduardo Del Castillo, told reporters that 13 people were injured in the scuffles, including three police officers. Associated Press reporters saw some pro-Morales marchers chasing the counterdemonstrators into the rolling Andean highlands on either side of the highway, beating them with sticks, pushing them to the ground and kicking them.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Arce and his ministers accused Morales of trying to orchestrate a coup. Using exaggerated, apocalyptic rhetoric, Del Castillo denounced Morales' protest as a "death march" and said that the former president seeks "to destroy democracy in Bolivia and end the lives of Bolivians." He denied that police used force against peaceful protesters, insisting that officers were attacked first.

    


Morales, for his part, claimed that the government sent plainclothes police officers to stir up trouble and vandalize protesters' vehicles, saying that Arce's government "has lost respect for human rights and laws in the country."
The mood was largely defiant late Tuesday at a protest encampment in Panduro, in the mining state of Oruro, where the road weary marchers spent the night. 
"The government is the one that sent police officers to try to stop us, but we were united and defeated them," said Yamile Cruz, leader of Frutcas, a group of Indigenous farmers on the edge of the world's largest salt flat. "This march will not retreat despite the government's intentions."
Tuesday's mayhem deepened the rift at the top of Bolivia's governing party, threatening to take the political feud between Morales and Arce into a dramatic new phase. Morales, Bolivia's first Indigenous President who oversaw the country's commodities boom from 2006 to 2019, seeks to run against Arce, his former economy minister, in next year's presidential election.

    


Protesters at the march Tuesday demanded that Morales be allowed on the 2025 electoral ballot despite a ruling by Bolivia's constitutional court last year that Arce insists disqualifies him. Morales has dismissed the court resolution as politically motivated. 
"They not only want to disqualify me, they want to restrict political rights," Morales told reporters at the march. "Above all, we want the president and his government to heed our demands."
Cracks in the governing Movement Toward Socialism, or MAS, first opened in 2019, when Morales ran for an unconstitutional third term. He won a contested vote plagued by allegations of fraud, setting off mass protests that caused 36 deaths and prompted Morales to resign and flee the country. He returned and launched his political comeback after Arce, his choice candidate at the time, won the 2020 election. 

    


The political rivalry has divided Congress and exacerbated an economic crisis stemming from the depletion of Bolivia's foreign-exchange reserves. Protesters on Tuesday decried Arce's failure to halt the spiral and recalled Morales' tenure as one of economic growth and social uplift.
"We are suffering from hunger," said Felix Torres, a peasant protester from the highlands. "This is not how you govern."
___
Associated Press writer Isabel DeBre in Buenos Aires, Argentina, contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bolivia-evo-morales-arce-struggle-protest-violence-police-14888ebce41ed3479801dd054cc285c9



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Sports
    
  




  
    
      
        
          	
            Top news
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Politics
          
        

      

      Sports

      
        Arch Manning to get first start for No. 1 Texas as Ewers continues recovery from abdomen strain
      

      
        Detroit Lions coach Dan Campbell is selling his house to seek more privacy
      

      
        Yankees clinch playoff berth by beating Mariners 2-1 in 10 innings
      

      
        Brewers outperform preseason expectations again to win 3rd NL Central title in 4 years
      

      
        A flying bat and a baserunning mistake cost Mariners chance to make up ground in playoff race
      

      
        Ohtani steals 49th base in Dodgers' 8-4 win over Marlins
      

      
        Man City and Inter Milan draw 0-0 in goal-shy Champions League. PSG scores late to beat Girona
      

      
        Wojnarowski is leaving ESPN for alma mater to become GM of St. Bonaventure men's basketball team
      

      
        McLaren bumps Red Bull off its throne in F1's money-making championship race
      

      
        Golden Knights weigh options after goalie Robin Lehner fails to report
      

      
        Rutgers looking to extend nonconference winning streak in matchup with Virginia Tech
      

      
        Arch Manning gets first career start as No. 1 Texas faces ULM in last tune-up before SEC play
      

      
        Chiefs' Mahomes leads reigning champs into Atlanta to face Cousins and rejuvenated Falcons
      

      
        No. 16 LSU and UCLA have plenty to clean up heading into the Bruins' visit to Death Valley
      

      
        Hamilton says 'racial element' to FIA president's comments on drivers swearing during F1 races
      

      
        Drake London's shooting celebration violated longstanding NFL rules against violent gestures
      

      
        No. 8 Miami and improved South Florida renew intrastate rivalry after decade-plus hiatus
      

      
        No. 10 Penn State looks to return to form against reeling Kent State
      

      
        No. 17 Notre Dame looks to avoid letdown against Miami (Ohio)
      

      
        No. 5 Mississippi closes nonconference play against heavy underdog Georgia Southern
      

      
        No. 16 LSU plays host to UCLA's first game in Louisiana
      

      
        No. 11 USC favored by almost a TD in Big Ten football debut against No. 18 Michigan at the Big House
      

      
        Kyle Okposo, who won a Cup in his final game with Panthers, announces retirement
      

      
        Boston College hopes to sneak back into rankings with win over Michigan State
      

      
        Iowa aims to take back Floyd from Minnesota and avenge last year's loss on the invalid fair catch
      

      
        No. 23 Northern Illinois looks to keep rolling against Buffalo after stunning Notre Dame
      

      
        South Carolina looks to go 3-1 for first time since 2017 as MAC's Akron pays a visit
      

      
        After stunner in South Bend, No. 23 NIU looks to keep rolling against Buffalo
      

      
        No. 25 Texas A&M looks to build on strong road win over Florida when Aggies host Bowling Green
      

      
        Oklahoma State hosts Big 12 newcomer Utah in early conference showdown
      

      
        West Virginia and Kansas meet in Big 12 opener hoping to turn things around after 1-2 starts
      

      
        Pitt searches for first 4-0 start in 24 years as Youngstown State visits
      

      
        No. 19 Louisville opens ACC play vs. Georgia Tech, which seeks to upset another ranked league team
      

      
        Washington makes its Big Ten debut hosting Northwestern as conference play begins
      

      
        No. 5 Mississippi hosts Georgia Southern, another probable mismatch before opening SEC play
      

      
        Duckett hits 95 before England slowed by Australia's spinners to post 315 all out
      

      
        California makes ACC debut against struggling Florida State
      

      
        American Magic endures 'brutal' elimination from America's Cup by Italy's Luna Rossa
      

      
        get ready for Alex Orji
      

      
        No. 10 Penn State hopes to work out kinks against reeling Kent State
      

      
        Arizona State visits Texas Tech for 1st Big 12 game as Sun Devils seek 4-0 start
      

      
        The SEC debut for No. 15 Oklahoma is a stout test against high-flying No. 6 Tennessee
      

      
        Cincinnati looks to get first-ever Big 12 home win against Houston on Saturday
      

      
        No. 12 Utah hits the road for its Big 12 debut at No. 14 Oklahoma State
      

      
        McIlroy loses a club head and the lead in eventful 67 in first round at the BMW PGA Championship
      

      
        No. 19 Louisville hosts Georgia Tech, aims to avoid becoming Yellow Jackets' latest ACC upset victim
      

      
        Colorado returns to Big 12 league play with homecoming game versus Baylor on what may be rainy night
      

      
        Elko won't say if Reed or Weigman will start at QB for No. 25 Texas A&M against Bowling Green
      

      
        Eagles visit Saints as New Orleans aims for its first 3-0 start since 2013
      

      
        Defending champion Italy to take on Argentina in Davis Cup Finals in November
      

      
        Oscar Piastri defends McLaren over rear-wing flex ahead of F1's Singapore Grand Prix
      

      
        Latham, Williamson lead New Zealand's cricketers to 255-4 against Sri Lanka in 1st test
      

      
        
          	
            Top news
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Politics
          
        

      

    

  

  
    Arch Manning to get first start for No. 1 Texas as Ewers continues recovery from abdomen strain | AP News
    
  




  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Arch Manning to get first start for No. 1 Texas as Ewers continues recovery from abdomen strain

    Arch Manning to get first start for No. 1 Texas as Ewers continues recovery from abdomen strain

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 2 | 
            Texas quarterback Arch Manning (16) runs for a 67-yard touchdown against UTSA during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Texas quarterback Arch Manning (16) celebrates after scoring a touchdown against Colorado State during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) -- No. 1 Texas will start Arch Manning at quarterback Saturday against Louisiana-Monroe while regular starter Quinn Ewers continues to recover from a strained muscle in his abdomen, coach Steve Sarkisian said Thursday.
It will be the first career start for Manning, a second year freshman. He relieved Ewers in the second quarter last week against UTSA, and passed for four touchdowns and ran for another in a 56-7 Texas victory.
Manning is the son of Cooper Manning, the grandson of former NFL quarterback Archie Manning, and the nephew of Super Bowl-winning QBs Peyton and Eli Manning.
Ewers missed several games over the previous two seasons with shoulder and sternum injuries.
The Longhorns are No. 1 for the first time since 2008 and Saturday's matchup with the Warhawks is Texas' last game before the program starts its first SEC schedule against Mississippi State on Sept. 28.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Detroit Lions head coach Dan Campbell watches during the first half of an NFL football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            Detroit Lions head coach Dan Campbell speak to the media after an NFL football game against the Los Angeles Rams in Detroit, Monday, Sept. 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Duane Burleson)
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                                        BLOOMFIELD HILLS, Mich. (AP) -- Lions coach Dan Campbell is selling his suburban Detroit home to get more privacy.
"There's plenty of space, it's on two acres, the home is beautiful," Campbell told Crain's Detroit Business. "It's just that people figured out where we lived when we lost."
He didn't elaborate, but Bloomfield Township police said "harassment of any kind will not be tolerated."

    


"We hope that everyone, including fans, will respect the privacy of individuals and their families," police said.
Campbell and wife Holly listed the 7,800-square-foot house in Bloomfield Hills for $4.5 million this week. A deal was pending within 24 hours, Crain's reported.
Campbell was hired by the Lions in 2021. After a 3-13-1 record that season, the team has become one of the best in the NFL, reaching the NFC championship game last January.
Campbell's home was built in 2013 for Igor Larionov, a Hockey Hall of Fame member who played for the Detroit Red Wings.
The likely buyers are "huge" Lions fans, said Ashley Crain, who is representing Campbell and the buyers in the sale.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/detroit-lions-coach-home-917fb85a3cdf26c395da0c9d838dcabc
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            The New York Yankees celebrate clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge celebrates clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees starting pitcher Nestor Cortes, left, sprays champagne on a teammate as they celebrate clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 17 | 
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            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge celebrates clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees relief pitcher Tommy Kahnle slides on a layer of beer and champagne pooling on plastic in the visitor's clubhouse to celebrate clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees right fielder Juan Soto celebrates clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees' Anthony Rizzo, center, celebrates clinching a playoff spot with teammates after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees' Anthony Rizzo, left, greets designated hitter Aaron Judge, right, as they celebrate clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees' Anthony Rizzo follows through on an RBI double against the Seattle Mariners during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees' Anthony Rizzo reacts after hitting an RBI double against the Seattle Mariners during the 10th inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees relief pitcher Clay Holmes throws against the Seattle Mariners during the eighth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            The New York Yankees celebrate clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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                                    The New York Yankees celebrate clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge celebrates clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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                                    New York Yankees' Aaron Judge celebrates clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            New York Yankees' Aaron Judge celebrates clinching a playoff spot after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 17

                                    
                                    New York Yankees right fielder Juan Soto, center, celebrates clinching a playoff spot with teammates, including first baseman Anthony Rizzo, right, after a 2-1 win in 10 innings over the Seattle Mariners in a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 17 | 
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- A year ago, the New York Yankees were knocked out of playoff contention with a week to go in the regular season, ending a string of six straight postseason appearances.
Remembering what that was like made wrapping up a playoff berth with more than a week left this time around feel that much better.
"We've been through a lot already this year," manager Aaron Boone said. "We understand it's just a first step -- but it's an important one. We're in the dance."
After spending last year sitting at home when the postseason arrived, the Yankees secured their place in the 2024 playoffs with a 2-1 win over the Seattle Mariners in 10 innings Wednesday night.
Nestor Cortes, who pitched six shutout innings, said this Yankees team is using the sting of last season as motivation heading into October.
"Last year we were out of the playoffs. Sour feeling for us," Cortes said as New York players drenched each other in beer and bubbly during a jubilant clubhouse celebration. 

    


"Coming into spring training, we had one goal, and that's to make the playoffs, and we're here. Obviously, the ultimate goal for every team is to be in the World Series and win the World Series. But as of right now, we're going to enjoy this moment."




New York has the best record in the American League at 89-63 and leads second-place Baltimore by five games in the AL East with 10 to play. The latest victory ensured the Yankees at least a wild card. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's the 59th postseason appearance in franchise history, but the Yankees are still trying to end a World Series drought that dates to 2009, when New York celebrated its 27th title.
"A lot of things have come together," Boone said. "Probably better health overall. Definitely an added focus for guys that were coming off tough years. And simply put -- we're better. We weren't a great team last year and this team has a chance to do something special."

    


Last season, the Yankees were hampered by an injury-riddled roster that was eliminated from playoff contention on Sept. 24. Before that, they hadn't missed the postseason since 2016, when Aaron Judge had just 27 games of major league experience.
Now they're headed back to the playoffs with Judge the MVP favorite in the American League, another hitting star in Juan Soto and a starting pitching staff that might have enough depth to carry the Yankees on a deep playoff run.
"(It'll) definitely be exciting, especially after the season we had last year missing out on the postseason," Judge said. "That's what we came into the season to do, get into the postseason and give ourselves an opportunity to go out there and win a World Series."
The task over the final stretch is making sure that return to the playoffs includes going in as champions of the AL East. The recent slump by the Orioles has opened a gap in the division race and built perhaps enough of a cushion to take some of the drama away from next week's three-game series between the teams in the Bronx.
But it only remains stress-free as long as the Yankees don't stumble over the next few days. After closing out the series in Seattle on Thursday, the Yankees finish up their final trip with three games in Oakland.

    


They hope it's the last time they have to be away from home for a while.
"Our goal is to win the division. That's what we want to do," Soto said. "We're going to focus on that and try to finish the season strong."
Soto is a big reason the Yankees are back in the playoffs and might end up with home-field advantage in the American League. While Judge is rightfully the favorite to win his second MVP in the past three seasons with 53 homers and 136 RBIs, the contributions from Soto have been equally important.
Soto reached the 40-homer mark for the first time in Tuesday's series opener against the Mariners. It was also the 200th longball of his career, at just age 25 and heading into an offseason when he will be the top free agent. The duo will probably determine just how deep this Yankees playoff run goes.
"Getting a front-row seat this year, all year, watching him, watching him go about it, watching him day in and day out, just a great hitter," Boone said.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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            Milwaukee Brewers' Willy Adames is douced after a baseball game against the Philadelphia Phillies Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Milwaukee. The Brewers won 2-1 and clinched the National League Central division. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- The Milwaukee Brewers have grown accustomed to clinching playoff berths just about every year, but this latest celebration differed from the rest because it was so unexpected.
"It was like nobody thought we were going to be here today," shortstop Willy Adames said Wednesday after the Brewers won their third NL Central title in four years. "Now we're here. I don't know what they're going to say after this."
Milwaukee became the first major league team to reach the postseason Wednesday afternoon when the Chicago Cubs' 5-3 home loss to the Oakland Athletics enabled the Brewers to wrap up the division crown.
The Brewers' clubhouse emptied of players with one out to go in the ninth inning in Chicago, a couple of hours before Milwaukee's scheduled first pitch against Philadelphia. A muffled cheer could be heard after the final out when the Brewers won consecutive division titles for the first time in 42 years.

    


Milwaukee manager Pat Murphy said he watched the final outs of the Cubs' game with 90-year-old longtime Brewers broadcaster Bob Uecker.
"We were doing our show and I watched it with him," Murphy said. "What's better than that? Awesome."




The party began in earnest Wednesday night after Jake Bauers' ninth-inning RBI single gave the Brewers a 2-1 victory over the Phillies. Blue-and-gold streamers fell into the American Family Field stands as the team gathered in shallow center field.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That led to a champagne-soaked celebration in the locker room before players returned to the field to pose for a team picture while receiving a standing ovation from the fans who stuck around. 
Not everyone could drink the champagne. Rookie outfielder Jackson Chourio is still only 20 years old.
"I think maybe I'll grab a Coke or something," Chourio joked through a translator.
This marks the Brewers' sixth postseason berth in the last seven years, a remarkable accomplishment for a small-market team that made the playoffs just twice in a 35-year stretch from 1983-2017. 

    


Although the Brewers have made a habit of outperforming preseason expectations, the odds seemed stacked against them even more than usual this year.
Craig Counsell, the winningest manager in Brewers history, left for the rival Cubs last offseason. Corbin Burnes, the 2021 NL Cy Young Award winner, was traded to the Baltimore Orioles. 
Two-time All-Star right-hander Brandon Woodruff didn't pitch all year as he recovered from shoulder surgery, and two-time NL reliever of the year Devin Williams missed the first half of the season with stress fractures in his back. All-Star outfielder Christian Yelich and pitchers Wade Miley and Robert Gasser went down with season-ending injuries.
None of it stopped Milwaukee.
"You can do all that to us, but it's still about people, and you have no idea what their best is," Murphy said. "These guys don't know what their best is and didn't know what their best was and still don't. But they know one thing: Pulling together, competing, being doubted is something that can vault you forward into a championship."

    


The Brewers took over first place for good at the end of April and never looked back. Now they've won back-to-back division titles for the first time since 1981-82. That 1982 season marked Milwaukee's lone World Series appearance, which ended with a seven-game loss to the St. Louis Cardinals.
Milwaukee benefited from the leadership of Murphy, who had been Counsell's bench coach since 2016. Rather than following Counsell to Chicago, Murphy stayed in Milwaukee and got his first full-time opportunity as a major league manager two weeks before his 65th birthday. Murphy's only previous MLB managerial experience had come as an interim skipper with San Diego in 2015.
Murphy has kept the locker room loose while guiding a team that hasn't lost more than three straight games at any point this season. The Brewers are the only club that hasn't had a losing streak of at least four games.
"He's brought the edge that we play with," Williams said. "We're ready to fight every day."

    


The Brewers have succeeded with what Murphy refers to as an "all-hands-on-deck" approach.
Milwaukee has used 17 starting pitchers this season (only the Miami Marlins and Los Angeles Angels had more). Twelve different Brewers pitchers have earned a save, two shy of the record of 14 set by the 2021 Tampa Bay Rays. Milwaukee entered Wednesday with a 3.65 ERA that ranked fourth in the majors.
The Brewers relied largely on their pitching the last few seasons and ultimately came up short in the playoffs, as they've lost nine of their last 10 postseason games. This year's Brewers lineup appears to pack more punch.
Milwaukee entered Wednesday ranked fourth in runs (733) and 11th in OPS (.735) after finishing 17th in runs (728) and 23rd in OPS (.704) last year.
Yelich was leading the NL in batting average (.315) and on-base percentage (.406) before back issues ended his season in late July. William Contreras has developed into one of the game's best-hitting catchers. Adames is the first Brewers shortstop to have a 30-homer, 100-RBI season, something even Hall of Famer Robin Yount never accomplished in Milwaukee. Chourio is the youngest player to hit 20 homers and steal 20 bases in one season.
"This is exactly what you as a competitor want to be a part of, right?" first baseman Rhys Hoskins said. "It didn't necessarily look exactly the way that maybe some of us thought, but what's cool is that we still were able to find ways to get the job done."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- With their playoff chances slipping away, the Seattle Mariners found a painful new way to lose.
A flying bat. A momentary memory lapse. And a bizarre double play.
"I don't think I've ever seen that before in a game. Just a strange situation," Seattle manager Dan Wilson said.
The Mariners fell to the New York Yankees 2-1 in 10 innings Wednesday night, but it was how the bottom of the 10th played out that will be remembered in Mariners lore as another chapter in a season that has gone awry.
With runners at the corners, Julio Rodriguez was picked off third base after dodging a flying bat that slipped out of the hands of Randy Arozarena when he struck out swinging. 
"I've asked a few guys and all of them said, 'I've never seen that on a baseball field,'" Rodriguez said. 
Seattle trailed 2-1 when Cal Raleigh's leadoff single in the 10th advanced Rodriguez, the automatic runner, from second base to third. Ian Hamilton fanned Arozarena with a 2-2 slider, and his bat went sailing out of his hands.

    


Right at Rodriguez's head.
"Honestly, I saw the bat flying right up to my face," Rodriguez said.




Seattle's young star scampered out of the way into foul territory as the bat bounded behind third base, and it took him a moment to regroup. But the play wasn't dead, and catcher Austin Wells made a quick throw to third baseman Jazz Chisholm Jr., picking off Rodriguez before he could get back to the bag.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rodriguez said he thought the play was over because the bat went flying.
"After I saw the bat I thought it was going to be a dead play, and then they were going to pick up the bat and I was going to go back to third. I got away and turned my back to the field and I heard (third base coach) Manny (Acta) yelling, 'Get back to third.' That's when I got back to third," Rodriguez explained.
"Honestly, at that moment I wasn't really thinking about the game, just trying to get away from the bat coming at me. That's what happened. That was a first for me, for sure."

    


Hamilton struck out Justin Turner to end it, clinching a playoff berth for the Yankees.
Rodriguez's mistake came a night after Victor Robles made the very questionable decision to try stealing home in the first inning against New York while Turner was at the plate with a 3-0 count. Robles was out and the Yankees rolled to an easy victory.
This defeat was more frustrating for Seattle as both Houston and Minnesota lost earlier Wednesday, meaning the Mariners missed a chance to make up needed ground in the AL West and wild-card races. Seattle is five games back of first-place Houston in the division and three behind Minnesota for the final AL wild card.
"It all happened fast and again, just very reactionary. I think we'd all jump out of the way. But just unfortunate it ended up that way," Wilson said.
___
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 7 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Kike Hernandez (8) flashes a smiles after hitting a three-run home run during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 7 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers first baseman Freddie Freeman (5) is unable to catch the throw on an error by third baseman Enrique Hernandez, as Miami Marlins' Xavier Edwards reaches safely to first during the seventh inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 7 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Tommy Edman (25) celebrates his two-run home run with Will Smith (16) during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 7 | 
            CORRECTS PLAYER TO KIKE HERNANDEZ INSTEAD OF TEOSCAR HERNANDEZ - Los Angeles Dodgers' Kike Hernandez (8) hits a three-run home run during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 7 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers' Tommy Edman (25) hits a two-run home run during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Marta Lavandier)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 7 | 
            Los Angeles Dodgers third baseman Enrique Hernandez (8) tags out Miami Marlins' Xavier Edwards (63) as he dives into third base during the seventh inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Miami. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)
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                                        MIAMI (AP) -- Shohei Ohtani stole his 49th base and moved closer to becoming the first player in major league history with 50 homers and 50 steals in a season as the Los Angeles Dodgers beat the Miami Marlins 8-4 Wednesday night.
Ohtani, who began the day two shy of each mark, singled to lead off the game then swiped second. He flew out to left, struck out, lined out to right and struck out in his next four plate appearances.
"What a season - it is remarkable that he can hit as a DH but what's more remarkable is that he keeps his legs loose to be able to steal," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said.
Tommy Edman hit his sixth homer in the last eight games for the NL West-leading Dodgers (90-62), who remained 3 1/2 games ahead of second-place San Diego. Enrique Hernandez and Will Smith also went deep and Freddie Freeman had three hits.
The Dodgers reached 90 victories for the 11th consecutive season of 162 games.

    


"It's pretty impressive. It's one of the best organizations in baseball as far as consistency of winning," Roberts said. "You can't take it for granted because getting to play in October isn't a rite of passage for any organization."




Dodgers starter Landon Knack (3-4) gave up two hits over five scoreless innings. He walked two and struck out seven. For Knack, the outing overcame the frustrations of his previous start, when he gave up five runs and seven hits in two innings against Atlanta last Friday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Obviously, not happy with that one," Knack said. "I was very angry and ready to bounce back."
Smith gave Los Angeles an early lead with his solo homer in the second. He drove a fastball from Miami starter Ryan Weathers over the wall in left for his 19th homer.
The Dodgers broke it open with a five-run fourth against Weathers (3-6). Edman hit a two-run homer and Hernandez added a three-run drive.
"I've had some bad habits that I've developed and I've been working hard to correct those," Edman said of his recent power surge. "It's still a work in progress but I think it's getting better."

    


Miami narrowed the deficit on Otto Lopez's two-run single off Zach Logue and Nick Fortes' sacrifice fly against Blake Treinen in the seventh.
Chris Taylor increased Los Angeles' lead with a two-run single in the eighth.
Weathers' outing ended after Freeman's one-out double in the fifth. The left-hander, who made his first appearance since June 7, gave up six runs and eight hits while striking out five. He was sidelined because of a left index finger strain.
"I was happy to be back," Weathers said. "I wish I could have thrown the ball better."
Wednesday's crowd of 17,138 put the Marlins season attendance at 1,007,039, ahead of only the Oakland A's.
Before the game, the Dodgers activated right-handed reliever Joe Kelly from the injured list and selected Logue's contract from Triple-A Oklahoma City. Kelly relieved Knack and pitched a perfect sixth. The club optioned right-handed pitchers Bobby Miller and Michael Grove to Oklahoma City.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Dodgers: LHP Clayton Kershaw (left big toe bone spur) threw a bullpen session on Wednesday and Roberts considered it an important step in his rehab. ... INF Miguel Rojas was a late scratch because he was "feeling under the weather," according to Roberts.

    


Marlins: RHP Max Meyer (right shoulder bursitis) is continuing his rehab program at the club's spring training complex in Jupiter, Fla. He will be evaluated in the next days for a possible throwing program.
UP NEXT
RHP Jack Flaherty (12-7, 3.04) will start the series finale for the Dodgers on Thursday while the Marlins will go with RHP Edward Cabrera (4-7, 4.55).
___
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            Manchester City's Kevin De Bruyne, right, shoots during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Manchester City and Inter Milan in Manchester, England, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)
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            Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola, left, and Inter Milan manager Simone Inzaghi, right, during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Manchester City and Inter Milan in Manchester, England, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Martin Rickett/PA via AP)
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            PSG players celebrate after a goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Girona at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            Sparta's Victor Olatunji scores his side's second goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Sparta Prague and Salzburg in Prague, Czech Republic, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Dortmund's Jamie Gittens, center, scores the opening goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Club Brugge and Borussia Dortmund at Jan Breydelstadion in Bruges, Belgium, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            Dortmund's Jamie Gittens celebrates after he scored his second goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Club Brugge and Borussia Dortmund at Jan Breydelstadion in Bruges, Belgium, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 16 | 
            Manchester City's Erling Haaland, right, and Inter Milan's Alessandro Bastoni, left, challenge for the ball during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Manchester City and Inter Milan in Manchester, England, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)
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            Manchester City's Ruben Dias, center, reacts as referee Glenn Nyberg, right, shows him a yellow card after he fouled Inter Milan's Piotr Zielinski, left, during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Manchester City and Inter Milan at the Etihad Stadium, in Manchester, England, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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            Sparta's Victor Olatunji scores his side's second goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Sparta Prague and Salzburg in Prague, Czech Republic, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Sparta's Qazim Laci, center right, is about toscore his sides third goal past Salzburg's goalkeeper Janis Blaswich, left, during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Sparta Prague and Salzburg in Prague, Czech Republic, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Salzburg's ead coach Pepijn Lijnders shuts from the touchline during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Sparta Prague and Salzburg in Prague, Czech Republic, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Shakhtar Donetsk's Georgiy Sudakov, front, misses a penalty kick during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between FC Bologna and Shakhtar Donetsk in Bologna, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Massimo Paolone/LaPresse via AP)
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            Bologna's goalkeeper Lukasz Skorupski in action during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between FC Bologna and Shakhtar Donetsk in Bologna, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Massimo Paolone/LaPresse via AP)
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            Bologna's Santiago Castro, third left, and Bologna's Nikola Moro, top, during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between FC Bologna and Shakhtar Donetsk in Bologna, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Massimo Paolone/LaPresse via AP)
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            Brugge's Joaquin Seys, Dortmund's Karim Adeyemi and Brugge's goalkeeper Simon Mignolet, from left, challenge for the ball during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Club Brugge and Borussia Dortmund at Jan Breydelstadion in Bruges, Belgium, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            PSG's head coach Luis Enrique gives instructions during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Girona at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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        Man City and Inter Milan draw 0-0 in goal-shy Champions League. PSG scores late to beat Girona

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 16 | 
            Manchester City's Kevin De Bruyne, right, shoots during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Manchester City and Inter Milan in Manchester, England, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)
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            Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola, left, and Inter Milan manager Simone Inzaghi, right, during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Manchester City and Inter Milan in Manchester, England, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Martin Rickett/PA via AP)
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            PSG players celebrate after a goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Girona at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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            Sparta's Victor Olatunji scores his side's second goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Sparta Prague and Salzburg in Prague, Czech Republic, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Dortmund's Jamie Gittens, center, scores the opening goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Club Brugge and Borussia Dortmund at Jan Breydelstadion in Bruges, Belgium, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            Dortmund's Jamie Gittens celebrates after he scored his second goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Club Brugge and Borussia Dortmund at Jan Breydelstadion in Bruges, Belgium, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            Manchester City's Erling Haaland, right, and Inter Milan's Alessandro Bastoni, left, challenge for the ball during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Manchester City and Inter Milan in Manchester, England, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Nick Potts/PA via AP)
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            Manchester City's Ruben Dias, center, reacts as referee Glenn Nyberg, right, shows him a yellow card after he fouled Inter Milan's Piotr Zielinski, left, during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Manchester City and Inter Milan at the Etihad Stadium, in Manchester, England, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Dave Thompson)
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            Sparta's Victor Olatunji scores his side's second goal during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Sparta Prague and Salzburg in Prague, Czech Republic, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Sparta's Qazim Laci, center right, is about toscore his sides third goal past Salzburg's goalkeeper Janis Blaswich, left, during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Sparta Prague and Salzburg in Prague, Czech Republic, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Salzburg's ead coach Pepijn Lijnders shuts from the touchline during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Sparta Prague and Salzburg in Prague, Czech Republic, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek)
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            Shakhtar Donetsk's Georgiy Sudakov, front, misses a penalty kick during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between FC Bologna and Shakhtar Donetsk in Bologna, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Massimo Paolone/LaPresse via AP)
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            Bologna's goalkeeper Lukasz Skorupski in action during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between FC Bologna and Shakhtar Donetsk in Bologna, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Massimo Paolone/LaPresse via AP)
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            Bologna's Santiago Castro, third left, and Bologna's Nikola Moro, top, during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between FC Bologna and Shakhtar Donetsk in Bologna, Italy, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Massimo Paolone/LaPresse via AP)
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            15 of 16 | 
            Brugge's Joaquin Seys, Dortmund's Karim Adeyemi and Brugge's goalkeeper Simon Mignolet, from left, challenge for the ball during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Club Brugge and Borussia Dortmund at Jan Breydelstadion in Bruges, Belgium, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Omar Havana)
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            PSG's head coach Luis Enrique gives instructions during the Champions League opening phase soccer match between Paris Saint-Germain and Girona at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena)
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- Where did all the goals go?
The 0-0 draws between Manchester City and Inter Milan in their rematch of the 2023 final, after Bologna and Shakhtar Donetsk also could not find a goal, capped an untypically goal-shy evening for the Champions League on Wednesday.
Just 13 were scored in six games one day after 28 were fired in Tuesday, including nine by Bayern Munich alone.
How unusual was this? Two 0-0 draws after just 12 of 144 games to be played in the new league phase is already halfway to the total of four in 96 games one year ago in the group-stage format that is now abolished. The entire competition averaged three goals per game last season.
Paris Saint-Germain and Girona also were heading for a blank until a horrible 90th-minute error by the Spanish debutant's goalkeeper, Paulo Gazzaniga -- spilling a cross by Nuno Mendes through his own legs -- gifted a 1-0 win.

    


"We won't get to where we want to overnight," Girona coach Michel said. "It requires hard work."
Borussia Dortmund needed late goals from substitutes Jamie Gittens, twice, and Serhou Guirassy with a stoppage-time penalty to win 3-0 at Club Brugge.




The new format has welcomed new faces and long-absent friends in European soccer's marquee competition.
Sparta Prague rose to the challenge of its first game for 19 years at this stage of the Champions League by beating Salzburg 3-0.
Bologna waited 60 years to return and deserved more for its attacking ambition against Champions League veteran Shakhtar. The Ukrainian champion had a penalty saved in the fourth minute by Bologna goalkeeper Lukasz Skorupski. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Slovan Bratislava was overmatched in its first game since 1992-93, the first season of the Champions League rebrand from the old European Cup, and with Georgia defender Guram Kashia making his competition debut at age 37.
They could not keep out Celtic, which won 5-1 in Glasgow. Ireland internationals Liam Scales and Adam Idah, Japan forwards Kyogo Furuhashi and Daizen Maeda, and Arne Engels of Belgium scored for the champion of Scotland.

    


"The quality of the goals was sensational," Celtic coach Brendan Rodgers said after just a fourth win in 33 Champions League games for the 1967 European Cup winner.
A rare Thursday slate of Champions League games will see Barcelona go to Monaco, Atalanta host Arsenal and Bayer Leverkusen visit Feyenoord.
Six games on each of three straight nights are launching the new format. Now, 36 teams each play eight different opponents through January and are ranked in a single league table to decide which teams advance to the knockout phase.
Man City held in rare home shutout
There was nothing to separate the champions of England and Italy, 15 months after Man City beat Inter 1-0 in Istanbul to lift the European Cup trophy for the first time.
Ilkay Gundogan wasted two late chances for manager Pep Guardiola's team, failing to convert two headed chances.
It was the first time City had failed to score at home in Europe's elite tournament since being held 0-0 by Sporting Lisbon in March 2022, and just the second time at home in all competitions since then. The other was a 0-0 draw with Arsenal in the Premier League in March.

    


But the result saw City extend its six-year unbeaten home run in European games to 32, dating to a 2-1 loss to Lyon.
"I'm pleased with our performance, I liked everything," Guardiola said.
Dortmund keeps clean sheet, again, somehow
Dortmund's defense had a Champions League-best six clean sheets last season on its way to the final, where Real Madrid found two late goals to take the title.
Somehow, goalkeeper Gregor Kobel kept out Brugge despite 18 goal attempts including a close-range shot by Hugo Vetlesen that rattled the cross bar in the 12th minute. Vetlesen's effort ended a manic series of four shots in a matter of seconds from a corner including a diving save by Kobel.
The Switzerland 'keeper's five saves meant Dortmund did not pay for its own wastefulness in front of goal until taking the lead in the 76th from a Gittens shot that deflected off two defenders before looping past Simon Mignolet into the Brugge net.

    


Salzburg's heavy load
Few clubs will play more international games this season than Salzburg, under its new coach Pep Lijnders, the former long-time assistant to Jurgen Klopp at Liverpool.
Salzburg had to advance through two Champions League qualifying rounds in August -- because its 10-year title run in Austria was ended by Sturm Graz -- and will play at least three more games in June at the Club World Cup in the United States.
Salzburg qualified among 12 European teams going to the relaunched FIFA club event because of its consistent results in the past four Champions League seasons, but was upstaged in Prague.
"A few of our players were playing their first game for the club," Lijnders said. "It's a new team we need to build it."
Sparta came through three qualifying rounds, and six games already, to reach this stage and made a sharp start Wednesday scoring within two minutes to set the tone for an easy win.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/champions-league-mancity-inter-sparta-psg-a024643f534d4f55a3107b3999fa5967
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Wojnarowski is leaving ESPN for alma mater to become GM of St. Bonaventure men's basketball team
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                    FILE - St. Bonaventure players huddle in the first half of a National Invitational Tournament basketball game on Tuesday, March 15, 2022, in Boulder, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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                                        ESPN NBA reporter Adrian Wojnarowski is retiring from broadcasting to return to his alma mater, St. Bonaventure, to take over the newly created position of general manager of the men's basketball program, the Atlantic 10 school announced Wednesday.
Wojnarowski will oversee a wide range of responsibilities while working alongside coach Mark Schmidt and his staff. His duties will include focusing on name, image and likeness opportunities, transfer portal management, recruiting and alumni player relationships.
"I'm thrilled and humbled to return to St. Bonaventure with an opportunity to serve the university," Wojnarowski said in a statement released by the school in Allegany, New York. "I'm hopeful to share with members of our community some best practices learned from the most successful franchises and minds in the NBA and committed to opening doors globally for our players both on and off the court."

    


Wojnarowski graduated from St. Bonaventure with a journalism degree in 1991 and received an honorary doctorate from the school in 2022. The 55-year-old has worked at ESPN since 2017, and his decision to retire came even while he was still under a contract he signed with the broadcaster in 2022.


Wojnarowski, who previously worked at Yahoo Sports and The Record of New Jersey, was a two-time APSE columnist of the year and was voted the National Sports Media Association's National Sportswriter of the year over a three-year span from 2017-19.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Schmidt described Wojnarowski's addition to his staff as a "home run," adding: "This move is critical to navigate the new landscape of college basketball in NIL, recruiting and retention."
St. Bonaventure is located amid the Allegany Mountains in the southwest corner of New York, about a 90-minute drive south of Buffalo.
The Catholic school, with an enrollment of about 2,000 students, is seeking to capitalize on Wojnarowski's name recognition, while following other programs that have created the role of GM in the NIL era. He is best known for breaking NBA news with what became known as "Woj Bombs" on social media.

    


"While we will miss his daily output, we completely understand his decision to make a lifestyle change and slow down a bit," ESPN chairman Jimmy Pitaro said in a statement. "We know he will continue to thrive in this next chapter, and he has our collective gratitude and support."
Bob Beretta, St. Bonaventure vice president and director of intercollegiate athletics, called Wojnarowski's addition an "incredible opportunity" for the school to tap in to his many basketball connections.
"At a time of tremendous turbulence within the intercollegiate athletics enterprise, we are making a strong statement that St. Bonaventure continues to be on the forefront of change," Beretta said. "The fact that the preeminent journalist in his field is willing to walk away from a lucrative media career to serve his alma mater in a support role is a testament to his love and passion for Bona."
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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            From the left, second-placed Ferrari driver Charles Leclerc of Monaco, McLaren's chief engineer Tom Stallard, first-placed McLaren driver Oscar Piastri of Australia, and third-placed Mercedes driver George Russell of Britain stand at the podium after the Formula One Grand Prix in Baku, Azerbaijan, on Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            McLaren driver Oscar Piastri of Australia, right, and McLaren chief engineer Tom Stallardcelebrate after he won the Formula One Grand Prix in Baku, Azerbaijan, on Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            McLaren driver Lando Norris of Britain celebrates his pole position after qualifying session ahead of the Formula One Italian Grand Prix race at the Monza racetrack, in Monza, Italy, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            McLaren driver Lando Norris of Britain is pushed to the starting grid before the Formula One Italian Grand Prix race at the Monza racetrack, in Monza, Italy, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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                                        McLaren Racing heads into the Singapore Grand Prix as Formula 1's hot new darlings, the papaya-drenched team that just may be the ones to finally dethrone Red Bull and Max Verstappen. 
Red Bull and its Dutch driver have had ironclad grips on both the drivers championship, and, the more lucrative constructors title for best car, since Verstappen won his first title in 2021. Verstappen now has three consecutive titles and leads the driver standings; Red Bull has back-to-back constructors titles but, headed into the weekend, no longer leads the standings. 
McLaren took the top spot with Oscar Piastri's win last Sunday. 
Coupled with Lando Norris' fourth-place finish, McLaren is now the constructors leader for the first time since 2014. McLaren last won the constructors' championship in 1998.
McLaren starts the weekend in Singapore with a 20-point lead over Red Bull, which had led the carmaker competition since 2022. The race is Sunday.

    


"I think we've got as good a shot as anyone," Zak Brown, the chief executive of McLaren, boldly declared last Sunday at IndyCar's season-ending race. 
He'd watched Piastri win and McLaren move to the top from Nashville, Tennessee, and even with the big-talking American half a world away, McLaren still managed to make tongues wag at the Azerbaijan Grand Prix. 




McLaren arrived in Baku and admitted it would prioritize Norris and the driver championship over Piastri for the final eight races of this season. Norris trails Verstappen by 59 points in the standings ahead of Singapore, and Piastri certainly accepted the team order in stride by winning the race. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Obviously no racing driver wants to compromise their own race, so of course he doesn't love it, but he's a great team player, totally understands, also knows the role could be reversed in the future," Brown said of Piastri being given the wingman role for the remainder of the season.

    


"Also, not totally out of the question, it can be reversed later this year. If Lando goes out and has a couple of DNFs, Oscar goes out and wins a couple of races -- all of a sudden," Brown shrugged. "So I think (Piastri) recognizes that what goes around comes around, and it can very much come around his way."
Norris and Piastri have combined to win two of the last three F1 races for McLaren, while Verstappen hasn't won since the Spanish Grand Prix on June 23. While the team has said it wants Norris to dethrone Verstappen, Brown knows it is a longshot unless Norris can start sledgehammering-away large chunks of Verstappen's lead every race. 
In Baku last Sunday, Verstappen finished one spot behind Norris in fifth and Norris only gained three points on the champion.
"Lando made some points, but he needs to double the amount of points he got (in Baku) every race to catch him," Brown said. "I think that's a tall order, but we're gonna try."
Make no mistake, though, McLaren is hyper-focused on the constructors title, which is the one that pays the big money. The payout to the winning team is set by variables each year but is typically worth at least $140 million in prize money.

    


Red Bull's falloff has been so dramatic that Brown doesn't even consider the team to be the top rivals for best constructor this year. 
"I think Ferrari has showed how quick they are, so I actually think Ferrari might even be a bigger threat than Red Bull as we sit here right now because I think Ferrari will be really strong in Singapore," Brown said. 
Red Bull between Verstappen and Sergio Perez won 38 races over 2022 and 2023. Verstappen through 17 races this season has seven wins; Perez is winless.
Brown praised McLaren's rise under team principal Andrea Stella, who was hailed as "a wonderful team boss" by Brown. 
"Andrea and the leadership team have been able to unlock the potential and the people," Brown said of his young team's turnaround. McLaren is one of racing's most popular brands globally, and Brown has been clawing the team back toward the top-tier of F1 after a long drought.
Elevating McLaren's IndyCar program 
It's been a sometimes-bumpy climb since Brown was named CEO of McLaren in 2018. He is, after all, the American who loves to stir the pot as much as he loves talking about his own racing career. Some of Brown's moves have been chaotic, particularly a messy 2022 when he successfully snatched Piastri and thought he had IndyCar champion Alex Palou locked down, too. 

    


Palou -- after a mediator said he couldn't join McLaren until 2024 -- changed his mind last year and decided to remain with Chip Ganassi Racing in IndyCar. He didn't want to move to McLaren's less-competitive IndyCar team with the hope either Norris or Piastri's seat opened in F1. 
Palou in Nashville won his third IndyCar title, and is headed to another mediator late this year in McLaren's $30 million breach of contract suit against the Spaniard. 
The driver signing carousel became comical even among diehard McLaren fans, and that was before this year went wild before the season even started. David Malukas, the guy Brown hired last minute to take Palou's saved seat, broke his wrist a month before the IndyCar opener in a cycling crash and the team used three different drivers in that car this year. 

    


Malukas was not one of them as McLaren had a contractual clause to fire him once he missed four consecutive races. The saga of that seat hurt the team, which didn't give Pato O'Ward a consistent car to fight for the championship, and Brown has again overhauled the driver lineup ahead of 2025 and O'Ward will have two new teammates next year. 
It's taken him a long time to get McLaren back in F1, and Brown is pleased with the pace because where the team is headed into Singapore is a far cry from its disastrous and uncompetitive 2023 season. 
Brown wants the IndyCar team at the top now, too. 
"I want to get the IndyCar car team being where the Formula 1 team is," Brown said. "I think we're still a young team. We're continuing to hire, continuing to make changes in the offseason... I kind of feel like the IndyCar team is on the same trajectory of the Formula 1 team, but the Formula 1 team is just ahead at the moment."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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                    FILE - Vegas Golden Knights goaltender Robin Lehner puts his helmet on before the team's NHL game against the Washington Capitals on Wednesday, April 20, 2022, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Sam Morris, File)


                

            
        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            MARK ANDERSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        Goalie Robin Lehner failed to report to the Vegas Golden Knights, forcing the club to weigh its options regarding a player who has not played in more than two years because of a hip injury.
Lehner underwent hip surgery in August 2022 and was placed on long-term injured reserve. Club management has not said much about Lehner's status since then, and there was little talk of him possibly playing this season.
But Lehner was required to undergo a medical checkup to remain on LTIR, which allows the Golden Knights to not count him against their salary cap while at the same time making sure the player receives his salary.
Lehner is in the final year of his contract and is due $4.4 million in salary. If he does not report and the team terminates his contract, Lehner's $5 million cap hit, which would have been part of long-term injured reserve, would come off the books.

    


"He continues to be unfit to play," Golden Knights general manager Kelly McCrimmon said in a news conference Thursday. "There are unique circumstances surrounding the situation that the NHL, the NHLPA (Players Association) and the club are currently working through. Collectively, we are assessing our next steps and when we have more to say, we will. There'll be nothing further until then."




Vegas traded for Lehner in February 2020 in a controversial move that ultimately led to starting goalie and fan favorite Marc-Andre Fleury's exit.
Lehner and his wife, Donya, filed for Chapter 7 bankruptcy two years ago, according to the Las Vegas Review-Journal, and owe creditors more than $27 million.
___
AP Hockey Writer Stephen Whyno contributed to this report.
___
AP NHL: https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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                    The Howard sideline watches as Rutgers running back Kyle Monangai (5) runs along the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Piscataway, N.J. (Andrew Mills/NJ Advance Media via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Rutgers (2-0) at Virginia Tech (2-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ACC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Virginia Tech by 3 1/2.
Series record: Virginia Tech leads 12-4.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Virginia Tech, coming off a 37-17 victory over Old Dominion last Saturday, is looking to snap a 11-game losing streak against Power Four nonconference opponents and Notre Dame. Rutgers is coming off a bye week and enters the game after beating Howard and Akron by a combined score of 93-24. Rutgers has won nine consecutive nonconference games and beat Virginia Tech 35-16 last season.
KEY MATCHUP
Rutgers has rushed for 614 yards this season -- the most for a Scarlet Knights team through two games since 1973. Kyle Monangai rushed for a career-high 208 yards in the Scarlet Knights' victory over Akron, becoming the first Rutgers player to rush for more than 200 since Josh Hicks in 2014. He faces a Virginia Tech defense that has allowed 190.3 yards rushing per game, which ranks No. 113 nationally and last in the ACC. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Rutgers: Monangai. The Big Ten offensive player of the week after his performance against Akron ranks second nationally at 186.5 yards rushing per game and fourth nationally at 8.1 yards per carry without a fourth-quarter carry.




Virginia Tech: Antwaun Powell-Ryland. The defensive end earned several national defensive player of the week honors after four sacks vs. the Monarchs last Saturday. Powell-Ryland is one of just four players in school history to register four sacks in a game, including current defensive line coach J.C. Price and former No. 1 overall NFL Draft pick Bruce Smith. Powell-Ryland also had two forced fumbles and finished with seven tackles.
FACTS AND FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rutgers is 11-6 coming off a bye week under head coach Greg Schiano ... The Scarlet Knights have not allowed a sack this season ... Rutgers is fourth nationally in rushing offense at 307 yards per game. ... Rutgers quarterback Athan Kaliakmanis is second in the Big Ten with six touchdown passes. ... Virginia Tech coach Brent Pry said earlier in the week that eight or nine players were questionable for the game with injuries, including left tackle Xavier Chaplin, tailback Bhayshul Tuten, receiver Ali Jennings, and linebacker Keli Lawson. ... Tuten has rushed for more than 100 yards in each of the past two games. ... Virginia Tech quarterback Kyron Drones has rushed for at least one touchdown and thrown for at least one in each of the past two games.
___ Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Texas quarterback Arch Manning (16) runs for a 67-yard touchdown against UTSA during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Texas quarterback Arch Manning, left, throws against Colorado State during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Austin, Texas, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Louisiana-Monroe (2-0) at No. 1 Texas (3-0), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ESPN+/SEC Network+)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas by 44 1/2.
Series record: Texas 2-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE
Texas is No. 1 for the first time since 2008 as the Longhorns play their final tune-up before starting the program's first SEC schedule. Freshman quarterback Arch Manning gets his his first career start with Quinn Ewers still sidelined with an abdominal strain. It seems like an easy week for Ewers to heal up. A Louisiana-Monroe upset would be a stunner.
KEY MATCHUP
Manning vs. Warhawks defensive coordinator Earnest Hill. Manning is talented but still inexperienced. Hill will likely draw up any number of ways to try to pressure him into mistakes. That also means the Texas offensive line must be solid in protection. Texas can't risk any hard hits on Manning.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Louisiana-Monroe: QB General Booty has thrown only 30 passes in two games and will have to be sharp against the Longhorns, who already have five interceptions. Booty originally signed with Oklahoma out of junior college, but played in only two games there before transferring in May to ULM.

    


Texas: Freshman RB Jerrick Gibson has emerged from an injury-depleted backfield to lead the Longhorns in rushing with 178 yards on 33 carries and two touchdowns. No other Texas back has more than 79 yards.




FACTS & FIGURES
Texas's last tour at No. 1 lasted three weeks in 2008. The quarterback of that team, Colt McCoy, will be inducted into the Texas Hall of Honor this week ... The Longhorns defense has allowed just two touchdowns and 19 total points this season. The Warhawks have allowed just two in their first two games ... Texas' five interceptions leads the SEC. Defensive end Ethan Burke returned one 30 yards for a touchdown .... This is ULM's first matchup against a No. 1 opponent. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Patrick Mahomes has guided the Kansas City Chiefs to two straight Super Bowl titles and two consecutive last-play wins to open this season.
There's no shortage of swagger in his game.
Now, he's matched against Kirk Cousins, a quarterback who's suddenly feeling a lot more confident about where things stand with the Atlanta Falcons.

    


Cousins guided the Falcons on a 70-yard drive in the final two minutes for a stunning road victory over the Philadelphia Eagles this past Monday night, looking very much like a guy who was worth that four-year, $180 million contract he received in free agency.
"It's so important to find ways to win," Cousins said. "That's how you put together a great season. When you have these games that could go either way, you find a way to have it break your way. That's the way this league is and so when we can find those inches, it can really change the tale of the season."
Atlanta (1-1) will look to build on that momentum when it hosts the reigning champs in another prime-time game Sunday night.
"You want to play these moments and these big-time games," said first-year Falcons coach Raheem Morris, whose team is looking to break a streak of six straight losing seasons since its last playoff appearance in 2017.





    


The Chiefs (2-0), of course, have been though plenty of big-time games over the last six years with Mahomes at the helm.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While the Falcons have been sitting at home, Kansas City has won three Super Bowl titles, lost another time in the Super Bowl and reached the AFC championship game the other two years.
The Chiefs are off to a winning start in their quest to become the first team ever to win three consecutive Super Bowls, though it's been far from perfection.

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    



    


In fact, they are two plays from being 0-2, with Mahomes conceding that his performance has not been up to par. He is averaging just 221 yards passing, with three touchdowns and three interceptions.
"I have to be better," Mahomes said.
Kansas City held off the Baltimore Ravens 27-20 when an apparent tying touchdown on the final play of regulation was overturned by a video review.
Last weekend, it was another game that came down to the last play as Harrison Butker booted a 51-yard field goal for a 26-25 victory over Cincinnati after a pass interference penalty on the Bengals kept the drive going.
Par for the course in the Mahomes era.

    


"The fourth quarter is when you win games," cornerback Trent McDuffie said. "No matter how much you're down, how much you're up ... really just focusing on being at your best in the fourth quarter is what we've done our best here."
Catching up with Kelce
Travis Kelce has just four catches for 39 yards through the first two games.
Chiefs coach Andy Reid insists the 34-year-old tight end has not lost a step, saying it's more a matter of opposing teams designing their defenses to take him out of the game.
"He'll get his catches," Reid said. "It's not that he's slowing down."

    


Kelce did have one long catch against the Bengals, but the play was called back by a penalty.
Big-time Bates
Free safety Jessie Bates III has become the unquestioned leader of the Falcons defense.
He had a huge performance against the Eagles, breaking up what appeared to be a touchdown pass to DeVonta Smith and sealing the victory with an interception in the closing seconds. Not to mention a team-high 12 tackles, including one behind the line.
"You've got to give Jessie a lot of credit," Morris said. "The Eagles are a great offense. They can move the ball in a bunch of different ways, various different ways, and Jessie going out there making those type of plays for us is very important. It's the reason he's here."
Running back watch
Kansas City running back Isiah Pacheco went down with an ankle injury last week, a loss that could dramatically change the design of the Chiefs offense.
Pacheco was a versatile, every-down back, while his backups, Carson Steele and Samaje Perine, have more specific skill sets.
Steele, an undrafted rookie, is at his best playing power football. Perine excels catching passes out of the backfield.
Bijan blocks
Bijan Robinson has shown plenty of skills in his two seasons with the Falcons, whether it's running the ball or shifting outside to catch passes.
Add blocking to the list.
Robinson delivered a crushing hit on Philadelphia's Nolan Smith, demonstrating that he's a weapon with or without the ball in his hands.
"That's the vision for Bijan," Morris said. "Bijan can always catch the ball off the backfield. Bijan has always been known as a runner. Now him developing to this pass pro guy, and also being able to help out with some of the chips, some of the things he's able to do, the screen game. Whatever the case may be, whatever's called upon, Bijan can do."
He's also earned a new nickname.
"My son calls him 'Black Panther,'" Morris said, "and he plays like it."
Left tackle woes
Rookie left tackle Kingsley Suamataia was benched late in the win over Cincinnati after a second holding penalty. He also was beaten repeatedly by the Bengals' Trey Hendrickson.
Reid was noncommittal on whether he would give Suamataia another chance against the Falcons. His replacement, Wanya Morris, committed a penalty of his own shortly after entering the Bengals game.
"You're not always going to have your perfect day," Mahomes said. "You have to have that mentality, 'I'm going to come and get better this next week.' I have all the trust in the world that he's going to keep getting better."
___
AP Sports Writer Dave Skretta in Kansas City, Missouri, contributed to this report.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/chiefs-falcons-nfl-preview-748de6b3b63c7268b2be4874384679b8



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    No. 16 LSU and UCLA have plenty to clean up heading into the Bruins' visit to Death Valley | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



No. 16 LSU and UCLA have plenty to clean up heading into the Bruins' visit to Death Valley

    No. 16 LSU and UCLA have plenty to clean up heading into the Bruins' visit to Death Valley

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            LSU running back Josh Williams (18) celebrates his 2-yard rushing touchdown with offensive lineman Garrett Dellinger (72) during the second half of an NCAA college football game against South Carolina, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024 in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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            Indiana running back Ty Son Lawton, center, is stopped just short of a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against UCLA, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            LSU head coach Brian Kelly checks the scoreboard during the second half of an NCAA college football game against South Carolina, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024 in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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            UCLA head coach DeShaun Foster yells to his team during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Indiana, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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            LSU celebrates a come from behind win after an NCAA college football game against South Carolina, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024 in Columbia, S.C. LSU won 36-33. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- First-year UCLA coach DeShaun Foster can only envy the problems LSU coach Brian Kelly has right now.
Kelly was on the defensive this week, answering questions about sloppy play the 16th-ranked Tigers narrowly overcame in a 36-33 victory at South Carolina -- a result not sealed until a Gamecocks field goal attempt went just wide as time expired. 
"We beat South Carolina on the road in a sold-out stadium in the SEC, against a team that beat the pants off of Kentucky, who played (No. 2) Georgia right to the end," Kelly said. "So, if we want to do that game, I guess we're going to beat Georgia by a lot."
LSU doesn't have Georgia on its schedule this season, but that's beside the point.
The Tigers (2-1) have the luxury of working on their shortcomings while still having an unblemished Southeastern Conference record. The Bruins (1-1), by contrast, are coming off of a humbling Big Ten debut -- a 42-13 loss to Indiana in Rose Bowl Stadium.

    


The Bruins dug themselves an early hole in that game when quarterback Ethan Garbers fumbled the ball away inside the UCLA 20-yard line. 
Foster said the Bruins must "stop beating ourselves."




"Let the game come to you," he added. "Don't play out of character."
Now UCLA visits famously raucous Death Valley for the Bruins' first game in Louisiana. The forecast calls for a hot, humid mid-September afternoon in the Bayou State.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Foster, a former star UCLA running back before his six-year NFL career, wants the Bruins to embrace the challenge.
"These are the games you come to coach," Foster said. "You don't get these atmospheres in the NFL."
LSU's lowlights last weekend included giving up two touchdown runs longer than 65 yards, a failed fourth-and-goal play, a blocked punt and LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier throwing an interception near the Gamecocks' goal line. But the Tigers also had to do some things right to overcome an early 17-0 deficit.

    


"To win games like that, you have to understand, habits have a lot to do with it," Kelly said. "Winning's a habit and losing's a habit. And if you have losing habits, you can't win those games. This group has the right habits."
Surging Swinson
LSU defensive end Bradyn Swinson, who transferred from Oregon last offseason, is coming off the best game of his career.
Swinson had three sacks at South Carolina and forced a drive-ending fumble, earning him SEC Defensive Player of the Week honors.
"I haven't had a performance like that ever," Swinson said. "My teammates really set me up though. It wasn't just me out there going to get it. They had (the quarterback) caged in."
Swinson said his inspiration has been the memory of his maternal grandmother, who passed away during LSU's season-opening loss to Southern California in Las Vegas on Sept. 1.
Slow start
Eric Bieniemy has had a tough learning curve as UCLA's offensive coordinator.
Garbers has completed just over half of his passes, with one touchdown and three interceptions. The run game has averaged a lackluster 3.6 yards per carry, with Garbers as the team's leading rusher.

    


"I'm not taking anything away from Indiana because they did a hell of a job," Bieniemy began, but added, "A lot of times, we didn't do our part. ... I would like to see us line up and play against the opponent on a consistent basis rather than stub our foot."
Bullish on Durham
LSU freshman running back Caden Durham had breakout performance last week with 98 yards and two TDs on 11 carries.
Kelly said it would be premature to call Durham "the guy," and emphasized that LSU would continue spreading carries among a rotation of backs.
But Durham impressed coaches with his vision and patience as he found room to run outside. 
"You can't teach that, right?" Kelly said. "You can say, 'This is what you need to do,' but you got to just naturally see it. And so the vision, the wherewithal to do that in-game obviously is a positive for him moving forward."
Tough stretch
The game against LSU starts a three-game stretch for the Bruins against teams currently ranked in the top 16 in the nation.
After facing the Tigers, UCLA hosts No. 9 Oregon on Sept. 28 before heading to 10th-ranked Penn State on Oct. 5.

    


Foster planned to take his team to Tiger Stadium on Friday so the Bruins could get a feel for 102,000-capacity Death Valley -- and the humidity -- a day before the game.
Series finale
The match-up marks the end of a home-and-home agreement that began in 2021, when UCLA beat LSU 38-27 in Rose Bowl Stadium.
Both teams have had lots of turnover since -- not just on the roster.
LSU's coach in the first meeting was Ed Orgeron, who resigned that season. UCLA's coach in 2021 was Chip Kelly, who stepped down after last season.
___
AP Sports Writer Joe Reedy contributed from Los Angeles.
___
AP college football: Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        SINGAPORE (AP) -- Lewis Hamilton said Thursday there was a "racial element" to FIA president Mohammed Ben Sulayem's recent comments regarding drivers swearing during Formula 1 races.
In an interview with motorsport.com, Ben Sulayem said "we have to differentiate between our sport -- motorsport -- and rap music" when referring to drivers having a responsibility to stop swearing on the radio.
"We're not rappers, you know," Ben Sulayem said.
Responding to those remarks ahead of Sunday's Singapore Grand Prix, seven-time champion Hamilton said: "With what he said, I don't like how he has expressed it. Saying 'rappers' is very stereotypical.
"If you think about it, most rappers are black. So it says, 'We are not like them.' So I think those are the wrong choice of words and there is a racial element there."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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                                        Falcons wide receiver Drake London was penalized after catching a touchdown pass in the final minute of Atlanta's 22-21 victory in Philadelphia on Monday night for pretending to shoot in the air, a violation of a longstanding NFL rule that prohibits violent gestures.
London immediately apologized on the sideline, according to Falcons coach Raheem Morris, and did it publicly on Wednesday.
"There's a lot of stuff going around in the world with gun violence that I don't think I should have displayed there," London told reporters. "So, I'm not too happy with it, and (you) probably won't see that again from me."

    


The NFL has strict rules for celebrations and players are reminded annually that violations will result in unsportsmanlike penalties.
London's 7-yard TD catch on a pass from Kirk Cousins tied the score at 21-21. His penalty pushed the extra point back 15 yards but Younghoe Koo made it from 48 yards out to give Atlanta a lead and Jessie Bates intercepted Jalen Hurts' pass on the ensuing drive to seal the victory.
"We approach player celebrations as expressions of exuberance that are part of the excitement of the game. Rules were modified in 2017 that permitted group celebrations, including choregraphed demonstrations. Offensive demonstrations, celebrations that are prolonged and delay the game, and those directed at an opponent are still penalized," NFL spokesman Brian McCarthy said in a statement. "Players are reminded annually and it's part of the player manual that demonstrations that constitute taunting or unsportsmanlike conduct, or delays the game, will result in a foul against his team.




"Also prohibited acts that occur anywhere on the field or sideline include longtime prohibitions against throat slash; machine gun salute; sexually suggestive gestures; or stomping or demonstrations on a team logo."

    


London's celebration came 12 days after four people were killed in a shooting at Apalachee High School near Winder, Georgia. The Falcons hosted the school's football team at their practice facility last week.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 8 Miami (3-0) at South Florida (2-1), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Miami by 16 1/2.
Series record: Miami, 5-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Miami is seeking to finish what would be a perfect 4-0 record in nonconference games, plus a third win against a Sunshine State opponent already this season. South Florida has a chance to beat a top 10 team for the first time in nearly 17 years -- the Bulls are 0-8 in such games since topping then-No. 5 West Virginia 21-13 on Sept. 28, 2007.
KEY MATCHUP
Miami's ballcarriers vs. South Florida's ballhawks. The Bulls have already shown that they're excellent at knocking footballs loose this season, getting five takeaways off of fumbles in the season's first three games. The Hurricanes know they have to protect the football; wasted possessions are how upsets can happen.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Miami: LT Jalen Rivers is back after a two-game absence with a neck injury, and his experience is going to be needed against South Florida's stout defensive front. He's the key to the blocking scheme that Miami uses to protect QB Cam Ward.

    


South Florida: Dual-threat QB Byrum Brown won't be the highest-profile player on the field, however he's just as important to the Bulls as Ward is to Miami. The junior was one of just two FBS players to throw for over 3,000 yards while running for 800-plus last season. The other was Heisman Trophy winner Jayden Daniels. Through three games, Brown has thrown 448 yards and two touchdowns without an interception. He's also rushed for a team-leading 254 yards and a pair of scores.




FACTS & FIGURES
Ward is 89 passing yards from 15,000 in his college career, including his time at Incarnate Word and Washington State. ... The teams met six times from 2005 through 2013 but, until now, haven't played since. They'll play at Miami in 2025 and 2028. ... USF scored 23 points in its lone win over Miami, back in 2010. In Miami's five wins over USF, the Bulls averaged 10 points. ... USF has lost 18 consecutive games against Top 25 opponents. The Bulls' last win over a ranked team was on Oct. 28, 2016, a 52-45 win over then-No. 22 Navy. ... Miami has outscored opponents by 133 points so far this season, the third-best differential nationally entering the week behind Tennessee (178) and Ole Miss (159). ... The Bulls (who have already faced Alabama and lost 42-16 after a fourth-quarter collapse) will be one of two teams to already face two top 10 opponents this season. Kent State -- which plays No. 10 Penn State on Saturday -- is the other.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Penn State running back Nicholas Singleton (10) scores a touchdown chased by Bowling Green cornerback Jacorey Benjamin (7) during the fourth quarter of an NCAA college football game against Penn State, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in State College, Pa. (AP Photo/Barry Reeger)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Kent State (0-3) at No. 10 Penn State (2-0), 3:30 p.m. ET (Big Ten Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Penn State by 48 1/2.
Series record: Penn State 6-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Off last week, the Nittany Lions have plenty to clean up after an uneven Week 2 performance. They want to tackle better, cut back on penalties and improve their third-down offense before hosting No. 24 Illinois next Saturday. Kent State enters Happy Valley with an ailing roster following its 71-0 loss to No. 6 Tennessee. The Golden Flashes need to avoid more injuries before the playing field levels out against Eastern Michigan next week.
KEY MATCHUP
Kent State's receivers versus Penn State's secondary. The Golden Flashes made some plays down the field over the first two weeks and they'll need to in this game. Their top two running backs, Ky Thomas and Curtis Douglas, are questionable and Penn State's defensive line is stout. Wideout Chrishon McCray had highlight-reel touchdowns and Luke Floriea scored in each of Kent State's first two games. Meanwhile, the Nittany Lions will work in inexperienced safeties as starter K.J. Winston misses time with an unspecified injury.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Kent State: McCray was a big-play threat last season before an injury in early November ended his year. He seems to be back to form with 12 catches for 121 yards and two scores over the first three games.




Penn State: RB Nick Singleton was adamant about wanting to be more explosive this year and the junior is delivering. He's already got three runs of 41 yards or more, is averaging nearly 9 yards per carry and is facing a defense that gave up nine runs of 15 yards or more with three for scores last week.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Penn State is 31-3 all-time against current MAC teams. ... QB Drew Allar's quarterback rating of 89 is fifth among FBS players and second in the Big Ten. ... TE Tyler Warren's 146 receiving yards set a single-game program record for his position against Bowling Green. ... Kent State had just 23 yards of offense in the first half last week and was offered, but declined, a running clock in the second half. ... DE Kameron Olds and Eastern Michigan's Justin Jefferson lead the MAC with three sacks. ... K Andrew Glass is two field goals away from breaking Freddy Cortez's program record of 55 makes.
___ Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kent-state-penn-state-preview-d63cf82194a5b1b213ff25c504f5755a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    No. 17 Notre Dame looks to avoid letdown against Miami (Ohio) | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



No. 17 Notre Dame looks to avoid letdown against Miami (Ohio)

    No. 17 Notre Dame looks to avoid letdown against Miami (Ohio)

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Notre Dame quarterback Steve Angeli (18) runs against Purdue during the second half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        No. 17 Notre Dame looks to avoid letdown against Miami (Ohio)

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            Notre Dame quarterback Steve Angeli (18) runs against Purdue during the second half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4

                                    
                                    Notre Dame quarterback Steve Angeli (18) runs against Purdue during the second half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 4 | 
            Purdue defensive back Antonio Stevens (11) tackles Notre Dame running back Jeremiyah Love (4) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4

                                    
                                    Purdue defensive back Antonio Stevens (11) tackles Notre Dame running back Jeremiyah Love (4) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Notre Dame wide receiver Jaden Greathouse (1) is tackled by Purdue defensive back Ayden Murray (44) during the first half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4

                                    
                                    Notre Dame wide receiver Jaden Greathouse (1) is tackled by Purdue defensive back Ayden Murray (44) during the first half of an NCAA college football game in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 4 | 
            Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman congratulates quarterback Riley Leonard (13) after a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Purdue in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4

                                    
                                    Notre Dame head coach Marcus Freeman congratulates quarterback Riley Leonard (13) after a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Purdue in West Lafayette, Ind., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Conroy)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            CURT RALLO

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) -- No. 17 Notre Dame already lost one home game to a Mid-American Conference opponent.
The 17th-ranked Fighting Irish (2-1) are doing everything possible to avoid a repeat Saturday when they host Miami (Ohio) -- and a coach who understands the Notre Dame mystique better than most.
"They are insanely talented," said Chuck Martin, who spent four seasons on Notre Dame's coaching staff before taking his current job following the 2013 season. "They've done a great job recruiting. They play really hard. They know what they're doing. They've got a great secondary."
At least that's what Martin saw on tape when Notre Dame (2-1) rushed for 362 yards and six touchdowns in last week's 66-7 rout at Purdue.
That's not what Notre Dame fans watched the previous week when Northern Illinois ruined the Irish home opener with a shocking 16-14 upset.

    


It's not supposed to be like this in South Bend. The Irish opened this season with a perfect 10-0 mark against MAC foes.
But this won't be easy.
The RedHawks are led by Brett Gabbert, the younger brother of two-time Super Bowl champ Blaine Gabbert, and they were a heavy preseason favorite to win their second straight MAC title. Plus, they're hungry after losing their first two games -- at Northwestern and last week to rival Cincinnati.




Notre Dame also has another problem -- plugging holes along an already inexperienced offensive line that lost one projected starter last month and will be without center Ashton Craig (left knee) and right guard Billy Schrauth (right ankle) on Saturday. Guard Pat Coogan will fill in at center and Rocco Spinder will take over at right guard, as they did last week at Purdue.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We can be a really good football team," Notre Dame coach Marcus Freeman said. "We've got work to do. Let's evaluate the film the right way, let's come up with a plan to attack and fix the issues that we have and continue to prepare and respect your opponent."

    


Notre Dame also must find a replacement for starting defensive end Jordan Botelho, who also suffered a season-ending knee injury last week. His backup, Boubacar Traore, returned an interception 34 yards for a touchdown.
And yet Martin still got a glimpse into what the Irish are capable of.
"By the end of the first half, I felt bad for the Purdue quarterback," he said. "I don't even know the kid. This can't be any fun. He's out there competing, he was just fending for his life the whole time."
But Freeman also has seen the other side of the Irish fence.
"You can beat any team you play, and you can lose to any team you play," Freeman said. "That's the beauty of college football. So we have to prepare and understand that."
Homecoming
Martin served as Notre Dame's defensive backs and recruiting coordinator in 2010 and 2011 and was promoted to offensive coordinator in 2012 before taking the Miami job. He even grew up as a Notre Dame fan.
"It's an awesome opportunity for us, and a really cool experience to go to any type of venue like that," he said. "My personal opinion is we're going to the greatest venue on the planet."

    


On board
Coogan could have left Notre Dame after losing his starting job last year. Instead, he never considered it -- not even after failing to win the job back in August.
"It was pretty simple for me," Coogan said. "My love for the University of Notre Dame is so much stronger than any individual honor, goal, accolade I could have imagined. Sure, it sucked, and there were some dark moments, but the pride of this university and the pride of this program, especially the offensive line unit, I knew I had to be ready at any moment."
'Lamar' Leonard
When Notre Dame running back Jadarian Price spoke about Notre Dame's explosive ground game, he included quarterback Riley Leonard in what he described as a home run-hitting group.
Everyone saw why at Purdue.
Leonard only played two quarters and still finished with 100 yards and three TDs rushing and 112 yards passing, becoming the first FBS player to top 100 yards in both categories and score three times in a first half since Louisville quarterback Lamar Jackson did it at Syracuse in his Heisman Trophy-winning season of 2016.

    


"He surprised me with those broken tackles," Price said, referring to Leonard. "There was one where he was going in the end zone, he stiff-armed guys. He looks like a running back. And we were joking on the bus. He's like, 'Lamar Leonard,' or whatever. He's just an athletic guy."
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) looks to pass against Wake Forest during the first half of an NCAA college football game in Winston-Salem, N.C., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            Mississippi head coach Lane Kiffin argues a call with an official during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Wake Forest in Winston-Salem, N.C., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Georgia Southern (2-1) at No. 5 Mississippi (3-0), Saturday, 7:45 p.m. ET (SEC Network)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Ole Miss by 35 1/2.
Series record: Ole Miss leads 1-0 (win vacated by NCAA)
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
It's the Rebels' last tuneup before Southeastern Conference play opens against Kentucky. They have coasted through the first three nonconference snoozers by a combined 168-9. The only questions coming into this one would appear to be, can Ole Miss keep that high level of execution and focus going through another apparent mismatch and stay healthy in the process? Georgia Southern is 1-14 against SEC teams.
KEY MATCHUP
Jaxson Dart and the Ole Miss offense get much of the attention, but the defense has been awfully stout too. The Rebels lead the nation in rushing defense, allowing 33.3 yards per game, and are one of three teams that haven't yielded a touchdown, joining No. 2 Georgia and No. 3 Ohio State. Quarterback JC French leads a Georgia Southern offense that has twice topped 40 points, including in an opening loss to Boise State.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Georgia Southern: French has passed for 776 yards and six touchdowns without throwing an interception. His favorite targets are Dalen Cobb (15 catches, 175 yards, two touchdowns) and Derwin Burgess Jr. (10-172).




Ole Miss: Edge Suntarine Perkins could play an increased role if Jared Ivey is out or limited with an ankle injury. Ivey went down after making two sacks against Wake Forest. Perkins, who was a highly recruited linebacker out of high school, had his first sack and interception of the season in the game.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ole Miss coach Lane Kiffin hired Georgia Southern counterpart Clay Helton at USC in 2010 and promoted him to offensive coordinator in 2013. Helton went on to twice serve as USC's interim coach before getting the job for real in late 2015. ... Rebels QB Jaxson Dart leads the FBS in passing (390.7 ypg) and total offense (408.7 ypg). ... This is the longest stretch Ole Miss has gone to open a season without allowing a touchdown since 1961. ... This will be the Eagles' sixth time playing an SEC team ranked in the Top 5. Overall, they have only beaten one SEC team, topping Florida to end the 2013 season. ... The Eagles' Burgess has caught a pass in 30 consecutive games, one shy of the school record.
___
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            LSU quarterback Garrett Nussmeier (13) rolls out of the pocket during the second half of an NCAA college football game against South Carolina, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024 in Columbia, S.C. (AP Photo/Artie Walker Jr.)
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            UCLA quarterback Ethan Garbers passes during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Indiana, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pasadena, Calif. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
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UCLA (1-1) at No. 16 LSU (2-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ABC)
BetMGM College Football Odds: LSU by 24 1/2.
Series record: UCLA leads 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
LSU seeks a third straight victory and will need it to avoid plummeting in the AP Top 25 Poll. UCLA looks to rebound from a lopsided loss to Indiana last week.
KEY MATCHUP
LSU QB Garrett Nussmeier vs. the UCLA secondary. Nussmeier has passed for 895 yards and 10 TDs in three games. UCLA's defense has struggled against the pass, allowing 267 yards through the air per game. With the Bruins looking stout against the run early this season, Saturday's matchup could hinge on UCLA's ability to defend the Tigers' prolific passing attack.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
UCLA: LB Kain Medrano had three tackles for loss last week against Indiana and led the Bruins with nine total tackles in the game.
LSU: RB Caden Durham rushed for 98 yards and two TDs in a 36-33 victory at South Carolina last week and became the first LSU true freshman with two TDs rushing in an SEC game since Leonard Fournette against Florida in 2014.

    


FACTS & FIGURES
UCLA will play its first game in the state of Louisiana ... The Bruins defeated LSU, 38-27, in the teams' only meeting three seasons ago at Rose Bowl Stadium on Sept. 4, 2021. Both teams have changed coaches since then. ... The Bruins are 3-5-2 when playing in SEC stadiums since 1968. ... LSU has won 11 straight in Tiger Stadium. ... LSU has won 16 straight and 65 of its last 66 home games against nonconference opponents. ... LSU WR Kyren Lacy has caught 17 passes for 222 yards and five TDs this season.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 11 Southern California (2-0) at No. 18 Michigan (2-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (CBS)
BetMGM College Football Odds: USC by 5 1/2.
Series record: USC leads 6-4
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Trojans are making their Big Ten debut, and would love to get off to a good start by beating the defending national and Big Ten champions in the Big House. The Wolverines have won a school-record 25 straight Big Ten games, including three for conference championships, and have been ranked for 50 straight weeks since early in the 2021 season.
KEY MATCHUP
Michigan's passing game against USC's defense. Alex Orji, who has attempted seven passes in 12 games over three years, will make his first start. The Trojans will likely dare him to throw and if he can't, it will be tough for the Wolverines to win.
PLAYERS TO WATCH
USC: DT Bear Alexander. The Georgia transfer will be a key player for a defense that will want to shut down Michigan's running game to force Orji to pass.

    


MICHIGAN: Orji. He was J.J. McCarthy's primary backup last season and after being beat out by Davis, the mobile and powerful QB is getting his chance.
FACTS & FIGURES
The traditional college football powers are meeting in the regular season for the first time since 1958, when they played in Ann Arbor. ... The last seven matchups, from 1969 to 2006, were at the Rose Bowl and USC lost only one of those games. ... USC, which had a bye last week, opened this season with a 27-20 win over then-No. 13 LSU and routed Utah State 48-0 for its first shutout since 2011. ... Michigan has two lackluster wins, over Fresno State and Arkansas State, and a 19-point loss to then-No. 3 Texas at home. ... USC RB Woody Marks had 103 yards rushing and a TD, all in the first half, against Utah State. ... The Wolverines ran for 301 yards last week led by Kalel Mullings' career-high 153 yards rushing and two TDs on 15 carries.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    FILE - Florida Panthers right wing Kyle Okposo raises the Stanley Cup trophy after defeating the Edmonton Oilers, Monday, June 24, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- Kyle Okposo is going out as a Stanley Cup champion.
Okposo, who played 17 seasons in the NHL and finished that run as part of the Florida team that won a title last season, announced his retirement on Thursday.
The former Buffalo Sabres captain made the announcement on social media, bringing an end to an NHL career that started when the New York Islanders drafted him with the No. 7 overall pick in 2006.
In a letter distributed by CAA, which represents Okposo, he called his 30 years playing hockey "incredible."
"It brought me to some amazing places and provided such unique experiences," Okposo wrote. "I believe the game is in a great place right now, but the possibilities are vast. I'm looking forward to continuing to contribute to the game as it reaches new heights."
Okposo had 242 goals and 372 assists in 1,051 NHL regular-season games, all but six of those contests coming when he played for the Islanders or the Sabres. He went to the playoffs four times -- 2013, 2015 and 2016 with the Islanders, then finished last season with the Panthers after joining them for the stretch run -- and won the Cup for the first time.

    


It wasn't lost on the Panthers that he had waited a long time for that title, so they didn't make him wait much longer to get his hands on the trophy in the on-ice celebration following the Game 7 win over Edmonton. After captain Aleksander Barkov accepted the Cup from Commissioner Gary Bettman, he handed it to goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky and Bobrovsky then handed it to Okposo for his celebratory lap around the ice.




"What an experience, what a moment with these guys," Okposo said that night. "I took a leap of faith 3 1/2 months ago and this is what it was for. I wanted a chance to win and these guys, they're just an incredible bunch. We did everything to win. We did it the hard way."
___
AP NHL: https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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            Michigan State wide receiver Nick Marsh carries the ball during an NCAA college football game against Prairie View A&M, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024 in East Lansing, Mich. (Katy Kildee/Detroit News via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Michigan State (3-0) at Boston College (2-1), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (ACCN)
Series record: Boston College leads 4-1-1.
BetMGM College Football Odds: Boston College by 61/2
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Boston College made a brief appearance at No. 24 in The Associated Press Top 25 after beating 10th-ranked Florida State in the opener and following it with a win over FCS Duquesne. But a loss to loss to Missouri, now ranked seventh, dropped the Eagles out of the rankings. With a win over unbeaten Michigan State, they could return. The Spartans would like to protect their unbeaten record heading into a matchup with No. 3 Ohio State on Sept. 28.
KEY MATCHUP
The Boston College running game has been the key for the Eagles. Florida State transfer Treshaun Ward has 153 yards through three games, and the Eagles are averaging 205 yards per game on the ground and 5 yards per carry. The Spartan defense is 23rd in FBS in rushing defense, allowing 78 yards per game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Michigan State: WR Nick Marsh has 11 catches for 232 yards, an average of 77 yards per game that is third in the FBS among freshmen. He caught eight passes for 194 yards against Maryland on Sept. 7 - the 10th-highest total in school history.




Boston College: QB Thomas Castellanos has three multi-touchdown games, including a career-high four in just one half against Duquesne on Sept. 7. He had three TDs - two passing and one running - against Florida State.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

MSU is looking to open the season 4-0 for the first time since 2021. Head coach Jonathan Smith also started 3-0 in the last two years at Oregon State. ... The Spartans are coming off a 40-0 win over Prairie View A&M, their first shutout since 2022. ... BC is playing the 11th annual Red Bandanna Game in the memory of Welles Crowther, who died while leading people to safety in the South Tower of the World Trade Center during the Sept. 11 attacks. The Eagles are 4-5 in the special event. ... In the previous meeting between the teams, Matt Ryan's Eagles beat Brian Hoyer's Spartans 24-21 in the 2007 Champs Sports Bowl. ... Castellanos is fourth nationally with nine passing touchdowns. ... DE Donovan Ezeiruaku is 12th in FBS with three sacks. ... BC Is 40-48-2 all-time against current Big Ten members and 9-18 against teams that were in the Big Ten when they played.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Minnesota place kicker Dragan Kesich (99) attempts a game-winning field goal kick as time expires of an NCAA college football game against North Carolina, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2024, in Minneapolis. Kesich would miss the field goal. (AP Photo/Abbie Parr)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Iowa (2-1) at Minnesota (2-1), 7:30 p.m. ET (NBC).
BetMGM College Football Odds: Iowa by 21/2. 
Series record: Minnesota leads 63-52-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Iowa's ardent fans will make their presence felt as usual at Huntington Bank Stadium, where Minnesota hasn't beaten the Hawkeyes in 10 years. The Gophers won in Iowa City last season for the first time since 1999, a 12-10 victory that was preserved when Hawkeyes punt returner Cooper DeJean's go-ahead touchdown was controversially negated by an invalid fair-catch signal with 1:21 remaining. The Hawkeyes will aim to bring Floyd of Rosedale, the bronze pig trophy that has gone to the winner of the border-state foes since 1935, back to Iowa City.
Minnesota is coming off consecutive shutouts of Rhode Island and Nevada, the first such feat for the program since 1962. The Gophers would give themselves a golden opportunity to hang tough in the expanded Big Ten with a win against Iowa, with daunting games against Michigan and USC waiting in the next two weeks. 

    


KEY MATCHUP
Minnesota QB Max Brosmer vs. Iowa pass defense. The last three games in the series were decided by a combined 10 points, so one big gain could well loom large in the outcome. Brosmer has only two completions that have gone for 30 yards or longer, and Minnesota has just 11 plays from scrimmage of 20-plus yards. Jermari Harris has two of Iowa's three interceptions this season.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Iowa: RB Kaleb Johnson has hit the 100-yard rushing mark in all three games. He finished with 173 yards and two TDs on 25 carries against Troy last week. He's on the longest streak of 100-yard games for the Hawkeyes since Jordan Canzeri had three in a row in 2015.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Minnesota: PK Dragan Kesich, who had four field goals at Iowa last year to account for all of the scoring for the Gophers, had a rough start to the season with two misses in the 19-17 opening loss to North Carolina including a 47-yarder as time expired that would've won the game. The 2023 Big Ten Kicker of the Year is 5 for 9 on field goals.

    


FACTS & FIGURES
Iowa has nine runs that have netted 25 yards or longer over three games. Last season, the Hawkeyes had only 10 runs of 25-plus yards over 14 games. ... Iowa DE Ethan Hurkett is coming off the best game of his career: two sacks and two forced fumbles against Troy. ... Gophers WR Daniel Jackson is seeking to lead the team in receiving yards for a third straight year. Jackson leads the team in targets (21), receptions (12) and yards (156). ... The Gophers have forced eight turnovers, tied for seventh-most in the FBS. They have seven interceptions.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Buffalo (2-1) at No. 23 Northern Illinois (2-0), Saturday at 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN Plus)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Northern Illinois by 13 1/2.
Series record: Northern Illinois leads 13-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE
The game is the MAC opener for both teams, though the buzz is all about Northern Illinois after the Huskies pulled off the upset of the season at then-No. 5 Notre Dame two weeks ago, beating the Fighting Irish 16-14. NIU is in the AP Top 25 for the first time since 2013. Buffalo bounced back from a 38-0 rout at Missouri by pounding Massachusetts 34-3 last week. The Bulls, in their first season with coach Pete Lembo, are trying to get back to winning on a consistent basis after taking a step back the past three years under Maurice Linguist. Before that, Lance Leipold closed his six-year tenure with three straight bowl berths. 
KEY MATCHUP
Northern Illinois DT Devonte O'Malley against Buffalo's offensive line. O'Malley caused havoc up front against Notre Dame with two sacks, giving him 16 in five seasons.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Buffalo: CB Marquis Cooper. Cooper had a highlight-reel play against UMass when he returned an interception 100 yards for a touchdown. He picked off a pass several yards deep in the end zone and raced up the right sideline. 




Northern Illinois: QB Ethan Hampton. After winning a competition for the starting job, Hampton leads the nation in passing efficiency and yards per attempt. He is 28 for 39 with 526 yards, six touchdowns and no interceptions.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Buffalo is 1-16 against Top 25 teams. The win was against No. 14 Ball State in the 2008 MAC championship game. ... Buffalo is playing ranked teams in consecutive road games for the first time since 2013, when it lost at No. 2 Ohio State (Aug. 31) and No. 23 Baylor (Sept.7). ... LB Shaun Dolac is tied for the national lead with 43 tackles. ... Northern Illinois is in the Top 25 for the first time since Dec. 8, 2013, when it was ranked 24th. ... NIU is the first MAC team to beat a top-five opponent. ... The Huskies, 2-0 for the first time since 2015, are looking to match their best start since the 2014 MAC champions won their first three games. ... Antario Brown became the first NIU running back since Garrett Wolfe in 2006 with a 100-yard receiving game, when he caught two passes for 126 yards and a touchdown against Notre Dame. Brown also carried 20 times for 99 yards.
___
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Akron (1-2) at South Carolina (2-1), Saturday, 7:30 p.m. ET (ESPNU)
BetMGM College Football Odds: South Carolina by 28 1/2.
Series record: South Carolina leads 1-0. 
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
South Carolina is hoping for a strong bounce back after its agonizing, 36-33 home loss to No. 16 LSU last week. The Gamecocks led 17-0 and were still up 33-29 in the final minutes before the Tigers rallied to victory. South Carolina gets a week off after this one so thinking too much about the past might cost them against the Zips. Akron hopes to end its winless mark (0-4) against Southeastern Conference opponents. 
KEY MATCHUP
South Carolina defensive ends Kyle Kennard and Dylan Stewart against Akron's offensive line. Kennard and Stewart have helped the Gamecocks to an SEC-leading 12 sacks. The Zips have allowed nine sacks in three games and could get overwhelmed by South Carolina's size and speed up front.

    


Something else to watch: South Carolina coach Shane Beamer said starting QB LaNorris Sellers felt he could play this week after missing most of the second half against LSU with an ankle injury. If Sellers can't go, former Auburn starter Robby Ashford would play. 




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Akron: QB Ben Finley has experience against power conference teams, playing two seasons at N.C. State and another at Cal before joining the Zips this past offseason. He threw for 358 yards and four touchdowns in a 31-20 victory over FCS opponent Colgate for Akron's first victory of the season. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

South Carolina: RB Raheim "Rocket" Sanders lived up to his nickname last week with a 66-yard touchdown run where he was clocked running at 21.2 mph. Sanders finished with 143 yards and two TDs in the 36-33 loss to LSU this past Saturday. 
FACTS & FIGURES
The previous game in the series came in December 2018 to make up a scheduled contest wiped out by a hurricane. Deebo Samuel, now a star with the San Francisco 49ers, accounted for three TDs in the 28-3 Gamecocks' victory. ... Akron is receiving $1.5 million from South Carolina for the nonconference game. ... The Zips have already lost to Big Ten teams in Ohio State and Rutgers by a combined score of 101-23. ... South Carolina has won its last eight games against teams from the Mid-American Conference. ... South Carolina had 243 yards rushing last week, the fourth-highest total in Beamer's four seasons. ... Akron had two receivers with over 100 yards last week against Colgate. Adrian Norton had 125 yards and Bobby Golden had 119. 
___
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DEKALB, Ill. (AP) -- No. 23 Northern Illinois pulled off the shocker of the season two weeks ago at Notre Dame.
The buzz and attention that came with it was all well and good. But as far as the Huskies (2-0) are concerned, it won't mean as much if they let their guard down.
Northern Illinois hosts Buffalo on Saturday in the MAC opener for both teams and its first game since the stunner in South Bend, a 16-14 surprise against a team that was ranked fifth in the nation.
"I know to the outside world, people are still talking about that game," coach Thomas Hammock said. "But one of our five fights is us versus them. We moved on last week. It's great for the university, great for the athletic department, great for the football program. But we have a job to do to make sure we can play our best football on Saturday."
Northern Illinois had never beaten a top-10 opponent and no MAC member had taken out one in the top five. That changed when Kanon Woodill hit a 35-yard field goal with 31 seconds to play against Notre Dame, and Cade Haberman blocked a 62-yard try as time expired.

    


The Huskies' first win over a ranked team since 2015 vaulted them into the top 25 for the first time in 11 years at No. 25. They moved up two spots during their bye.




"We played a tremendous team and we played as hard as we can play, and we gave ourselves a chance to win in the fourth quarter," said Hammock, a former star running back in his sixth season leading his alma mater. "To say it was an eye-opener, that would be a disrespect to our football team. We've got a good football team that expects to go out there and compete at a high level."
Beating Buffalo

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Northern Illinois will try to keep it going against Buffalo (2-1), which was picked to finish 10th out of 12 teams by MAC coaches. They had NIU tied with Bowling Green for third.
Buffalo bounced back from a 38-0 rout at then-No. 9 Missouri by pounding Massachusetts 34-3 last week.

    


Efficient QB
When it comes to efficiency, no quarterback has been better than NIU's Ethan Hampton.
After winning a competition for the starting job, he leads the nation in passing efficiency and yards per attempt. Hampton is 28 for 39 with 526 yards, six touchdowns and no interceptions.
New coach
Buffalo is trying to get back to winning on a consistent basis under new coach Pete Lembo.
The Bulls took a step back under Maurice Linguist, who left after three years leading the Bulls to become an assistant coach at Alabama under Kalen DeBoer. The Bulls went 14-23 under Linguist. He was hired in 2021 to replace Lance Leipold, who left for Kansas after closing a six-year run with three straight bowl appearances.
Lembo spent the past three years as South Carolina's special teams coordinator. He was previously a head coach in the MAC, leading Ball State to a 33-29 record from 2011 to 2015.
Big plays
Northern Illinois' Antario Brown came up big last week.
He became the first Huskies running back since Garrett Wolfe in 2006 with a 100-yard receiving game, with two receptions for 126 yards and a touchdown. That included an 83-yard score when he broke loose between two defensive backs on a pass from Hampton.

    


Brown also had 99 yards rushing on 20 carries.
Top-ped 25
Buffalo hasn't had much luck against ranked teams.
The Bulls are 1-16 against top 25 opponents, with the win coming against No. 14 Ball State in the 2008 MAC championship game. After getting shut out by Missouri two weeks ago, they're facing another stiff test. This will mark the first time Buffalo is going against ranked opponents in consecutive road games since 2013, when No. 2 Ohio State and No. 23 Baylor won by a combined 110-33.
___
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            Texas A&M quarterback Marcel Reed throws a pass during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Florida, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Gainesville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Bowling Green (1-1) at No. 25 Texas A&M (2-1), 7:30 p.m. ET (SEC Network) 
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas A&M by 22 1/2.
Series record: First meeting. 
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Texas A&M looks to build on its decisive win at Florida when the Aggies take a break from Southeastern Conference play to host Bowling Green. It is their last non-conference game before embarking on five straight conference contests, including a visit from No. 7 Missouri on Oct. 5. Bowling Green returns after an early bye week following a 34-27 loss at then-No. 8 Penn State Sept. 7.
KEY MATCHUP
Texas A&M's passing game vs. Bowling Green's pass defense. Marcel Reed threw for two touchdowns and ran for a third in his first collegiate start last week filling in for injured starter Conner Weigman. Coach Mike Elko said Weigman is still dealing with the injury and wouldn't say who would start Saturday. Whoever it is will face a pass defense that is ranked 77th in the country, allowing 211.5 yards passing a game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Bowling Green: TE Harold Fannin Jr. ranks first in the nation among tight ends with 204 yards receiving, 131 yards after catch and 13 first down receptions. He has one score this season and averages 12 yards a reception.




Texas A&M: RB Le'Veon Moss had 18 carries for a career-high 110 yards against the Gators. He ranks seventh in the SEC by averaging 88 yards rushing a game and his three rushing TDs are tied for eighth in the conference.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Texas A&M coach Mike Elko served as Bowling Green's defensive coordinator from 2009-13. ... The Falcons are 2-2 in games played in Texas and Saturday will be their first trip to the state since 1988, when they lost 49-12 at TCU. ... Bowling Green QB Connor Bazelak needs 273 yards passing to reach 10,000 for his career. ... WR Malcolm Johnson Jr., a transfer from Auburn, has 11 receptions for 114 yards and a touchdown this season. ... Texas A&M ranks ninth in the nation by averaging 263 yards rushing a game. ... The Aggies had three interceptions against the Gators to give them five this season, which ranks first in the SEC. ... WR Cyrus Allen leads the Aggies with 181 yards receiving. ... RB Amari Daniels had 68 yards rushing against Florida to give him 1,014 in his career. ... DE Cashius Howell transferred to A&M after three seasons at Bowling Green where he led the MAC with 9 1/2 sacks last season.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Utah quarterback Cameron Rising (7) runs past Baylor linebacker Keaton Thomas (11) in the first half during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


No. 12 Utah (3-0) at No. 14 Oklahoma State (3-0), Saturday, 3 p.m. ET (FOX)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Oklahoma State by 1 1/2.
Series record: Utah leads 1-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The winner will establish itself as an early favorite to reach the conference title game. Utah is playing in its first Big 12 game after leaving the Pac-12. Oklahoma State returned 21 of 22 starters from a team that has played in two of the last three conference championship games. The Utes are expected to get star quarterback Cam Rising back from injury. Quarterback Alan Bowman and running back Ollie Gordon II lead an Oklahoma State offense that averages 42.7 points per game. 
KEY MATCHUP
Ollie Gordon II vs. Utah's interior defense. Gordon, last season's Doak Walker Award winner as the nation's best running back and a preseason Heisman Trophy favorite, has rushed 34 times for just 90 yards, (2.6 yards per carry) in the last two games. Utah isn't fooled. "It's going to have to be a concerted effort by the whole front seven to gang tackle and wrap up," Utah coach Kyle Whittingham said. "He's got all our respect and all our attention."

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Utah: QB Cam Rising. The 25-year-old is expected to play after injuring his right hand in a Week 2 win over Baylor and sitting out last week's game vs. Utah State. Rising missed all of last season with a knee injury but returned and threw five touchdown passes in the Utes' season-opening win over Southern Utah.




Oklahoma State: QB Alan Bowman. The 24-year-old tied a career high with five touchdown passes in the Cowboys' 45-10 win over Tulsa and was named the Walter Camp Player of the Week. He has taken advantage of defenses focused on stopping Gordon by throwing for 967 yards so far. He has a host of talented receivers, including junior De'Zhaun Stribling, who shattered his career high with 174 receiving yards against the Golden Hurricane.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Whittingham and Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy are coaching in their 20th seasons at their respective schools. Gundy is 169-79 and Whittingham is 165-79. ... Rising and Bowman are in their seventh year of eligibility. ... Former OSU quarterback Brandon Weeden will be inducted into the Cowboys Hall of Honor this weekend. He passed for 9,260 yards and 75 touchdowns in his career, finishing with a record of 23-3. 
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Kansas quarterback Jalon Daniels throws against UNLV in the second half of an NCAA college football game Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, at Children's Mercy Park in Kansas City, Kan. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            Penn State Nittany Lions quarterback Drew Allar (15) slips the tackle by West Virginia Mountaineers defensive lineman T.J. Jackson (11) in the third quarter of the NCAA college football game between the Penn State Nittany Lions and the West Virginia Mountaineers on August 31, 2024, at Mountaineer Field at Milan Puskar Stadium in Morgantown, WV. (William Wotring/The Dominion-Post via AP)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Kansas (1-2) at West Virginia (1-2), Saturday, noon ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: West Virginia by 2 1/2.
Series record: West Virginia leads 10-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Kansas and West Virginia are hoping to get off to a good start in the Big 12 after subpar showings in nonconference play. The Jayhawks gave up a late TD to UNLV and lost 23-20 last week. The Mountaineers allowed a blocked punt for a touchdown and surrendered a 10-point lead in the final three minutes of a 38-34 loss at Pittsburgh.
KEY MATCHUP
Kansas QB Jalon Daniels against West Virginia's defense. The Jayhawks are last in the Big 12 at 164.3 passing yards per game. Daniels went 12-of-24 with two interceptions against UNLV, though he ran for two scores. West Virginia has allowed a league-worst eight touchdowns through the air and is giving up 280.7 passing yards per game. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH
Kansas: RB Devin Neal. The 215-pound senior is third in the Big 12 at 111 rushing yards per game. He ran for 120 yards and caught a 33-yard pass against UNLV.

    


West Virginia: Defensive lineman T.J. Jackson. The senior transfer from Troy was named the Big 12's newcomer of the week after making six tackles against Pittsburgh. That included 1.5 sacks and four tackles for loss, which was the most for a West Virginia player since 2018. His seven tackles for loss this season leads the Big 12.




FACTS & FIGURES
The game features two of the league's better rushing offenses. Kansas is averaging 238.7 yards on the ground and West Virginia 192.7. ... The Kansas defense saw UNLV run the ball 18 straight times on its game-winning drive. ... Kansas and West Virginia didn't meet last season. Two years ago, the Jayhawks beat West Virginia 55-42 in overtime in Morgantown. 
___
Get alerts on the latest AP Top 25 poll throughout the season. Sign up here AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Pittsburgh running back Desmond Reid (0) celebrates with Raphael Williams Jr. (5) after scoring during the first half of an NCAA college football game against West Virginia Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)
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            Pittsburgh head coach Pat Narduzzi, left, celebrates with quarterback Eli Holstein, right, after defeating West Virginia in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    


    
    
        Pitt searches for first 4-0 start in 24 years as Youngstown State visits

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 5 | 
            Pittsburgh running back Desmond Reid (0) celebrates with Raphael Williams Jr. (5) after scoring during the first half of an NCAA college football game against West Virginia Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 5

                                    
                                    Pittsburgh running back Desmond Reid (0) celebrates with Raphael Williams Jr. (5) after scoring during the first half of an NCAA college football game against West Virginia Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 5 | 
            Pittsburgh quarterback Eli Holstein (10) looks to throw during the first half of an NCAA college football game against West Virginia, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 5

                                    
                                    Pittsburgh quarterback Eli Holstein (10) looks to throw during the first half of an NCAA college football game against West Virginia, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 5 | 
            Pittsburgh running back Derrick Davis Jr. celebrates with wide receiver Kenny Johnson (2) after scoring during the second half of an NCAA college football game against West Virginia Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5

                                    
                                    Pittsburgh running back Derrick Davis Jr. celebrates with wide receiver Kenny Johnson (2) after scoring during the second half of an NCAA college football game against West Virginia Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            Pittsburgh running back Desmond Reid (0) carries during the first half of an NCAA college football game against West Virginia Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5

                                    
                                    Pittsburgh running back Desmond Reid (0) carries during the first half of an NCAA college football game against West Virginia Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            5 of 5 | 
            Pittsburgh head coach Pat Narduzzi, left, celebrates with quarterback Eli Holstein, right, after defeating West Virginia in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5

                                    
                                    Pittsburgh head coach Pat Narduzzi, left, celebrates with quarterback Eli Holstein, right, after defeating West Virginia in an NCAA college football game, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Pittsburgh. (AP Photo/Matt Freed)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        
    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Youngstown State (1-2) at Pittsburgh (3-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ACC Network Extra)
BetMGM College Football Odds: No line.
Series record: Pitt leads 4-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Panthers are seeking their first 4-0 start since 2000, heady territory for a program coming off a 3-9 mark a year ago. Pitt is one of the nation's early-season surprises behind redshirt freshman quarterback Eli Holstein, who has thrown for over 300 yards in each of his first three games. The Penguins are coming off a 28-25 loss to Duquesne last week. 
KEY MATCHUP
Youngstown State's offensive line vs. Pitt's front seven. The Panthers are young along the defensive line and at linebacker and while the inexperience has shown early, the aggressiveness that's become the program's calling card during coach Pat Narduzzi's 10-year tenure hasn't gone anywhere. Pitt has 10 sacks through three games, good enough for 16th nationally. If the Penguins can't protect quarterback Beau Brungard, any chance of an upset like the one they pulled against the Panthers 12 years ago vanishes. 

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Youngstown State: Brungard. The sophomore is blossoming into a dangerous dual threat in his first season as a starter. Brungard leads the Penguins with 315 yards rushing on an average of 8.3 yards per carry, a number that would be even higher if sacks didn't count against Brungard's rushing total. He is also completing 70% of his passes (48 of 68) for an offense that is averaging a healthy 415 yards per game.




Pitt: RB Desmond Reid. The 5-foot-8 Reid leads the ACC in all-purpose yards (564) and touchdowns (five) through three weeks. He's a threat in the passing game, hauling in a pair of scores in last week's thriller against West Virginia. The only real question is durability. He found himself on the sideline late against the Mountaineers because he was "dinged up," according Narduzzi.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Penguins have not been an easy out for the Panthers. Youngstown State upset Pitt in the 2012 season opener and tested the Panthers again in both 2015 (a 45-37 setback) and 2017 (a 28-21 overtime victory for Pitt). ... Narduzzi's father Bill was head coach at Youngstown State from 1974-85, twice leading the Penguins to the NCAA Division II playoffs, including a berth in the 1979 title game. Pat Narduzzi was a freshman linebacker for his father at Youngstown State in 1985. ... Holstein is the first freshman QB in Pitt history to top 300 yards in each of his first three starts. ... Pitt has overcome double-digit second-half deficits in each of the last two weeks, rallying from 21 down in the third quarter to stun Cincinnati then scoring 14 points in the final 3:15 to surge past the Mountaineers in the 107th edition of the Backyard Brawl. 
___
AP college football: Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Georgia Tech quarterback Haynes King (10) throws from the pocket during the first half of a NCAA college football game against Virginia Military Institute Sunday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Atlanta,. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Jacksonville State edge Reginald Hughes (5) attempts to bring down Louisville quarterback Tyler Shough (9) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Louisville, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Georgia Tech (3-1, 1-1 ACC) at No. 19 Louisville (2-0, 0-0), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Louisville by 10 1/2.
Series: Georgia Tech leads 2-1.
WHAT'S AT STAKE
Georgia Tech resumes ACC play seeking to rebound and remain in league contention after losing 31-28 two weeks ago at Syracuse. The Yellow Jackets also seek their best five-game start since 5-0 in 2014. They also want their sixth win over a ranked ACC team under coach Brent Key, three weeks after upsetting then- No. 10 Florida State 24-21 in Dublin, Ireland. Louisville opens ACC play after a bye following routs of FCS Austin Peay and Jacksonville State by a combined 111-14 margin. The Cardinals also seek their second consecutive series win against the Yellow Jackets after rallying past them 39-34 last season in Atlanta in Jeff Brohm's coaching debut.
KEY MATCHUP
Georgia Tech is one of eight FBS teams without a sack allowed, protection that has helped mobile quarterback Haynes King become one of the nation's top passers. The Yellow Jackets will face their most aggressive pressure yet from a Louisville defense that averages 4.5 sacks per game and has registered 19 tackles for loss, which rank second and fifth, respectively, nationally.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Georgia Tech: Quarterback Haynes King threw three touchdown passes in one half of last week's 59-7 rout of VMI and has six TDs overall, tied for 26th in FBS. He enters tied for fifth with a 76% completion rate (81 of 106) and a 169.44 efficiency rating.




Louisville: Receiver Ja'Corey Brooks has become a much-needed target after the departures of several playmakers. He leads the team with 13 receptions for 172 yards with one TD, including 89 on six catches against Jacksonville State. The Alabama transfer surpassed 1,000 career yards and has 1,068 total, and ranks third in the ACC with 6.5 catches per game.
FACTS AND FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Georgia Tech has converted all 14 trips inside the red zone with 13 TDs and a field goal. ... The Yellow Jackets have blocked nine kicks in 25 contests since Key began as interim coach in 2022. ... Louisville had 610 yards against Jacksonville State, its second-highest total under Brohm. ... Linebacker Stanquan Clark has a team-high 11 tackles, including seven solo stops.
__
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Washington head coach Jedd Fisch watches from the sideline during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Washington State, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            Northwestern running back Caleb Komolafe (25) runs with the ball against Duke cornerback Kimari Robinson (5) during the first half of an NCAA college football game, Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, in Evanston, Ill. (AP Photo/Matt Marton)
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            Northwestern head football coach David Braun, third from left, leads the team onto the field before an NCAA college football game against Duke, Friday, Sept. 6, 2024, in Evanston, Ill. (AP Photo/Matt Marton)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Northwestern (2-1) at Washington (2-1), Saturday, 7 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Washington 10 1/2.
Series record: Washington leads 3-0.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
Washington plays its first conference game as a member of the Big Ten against the Wildcats and looking to rebound from last week's stinging loss to rival Washington State in the Apple Cup. The Huskies opened the season under new coach Jedd Fisch with a pair of convincing wins, but a late fourth-and-goal call in the loss to the Cougars cast a cloud over the coach. Northwestern rebounded from a sluggish start to thump Eastern Illinois 31-7 last week, but lost to Duke in its only game against a Power Four school so far.
KEY MATCHUP
Washington's red zone offense cost the Huskies a chance at victory last week. The Huskies settled for field goals after driving inside the Washington State 30-yard line and then got stopped on fourth-and-goal from the 1 in the closing moments. Northwestern is allowing just 13 points per game through the first three games and just 57.7 yards rushing per game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Northwestern: QB Jack Lausch made his first career start last week against Eastern Illinois and threw for 227 yards and two touchdowns while also rushing for 62 yards. He was a perfect 11-for-11 in the second half. While that's an impressive debut against any opponent, the level of competition is a significant step up this week for Lausch.




Washington: WR Giles Jackson had a huge game against Washington State in the losing effort. Jackson had eight catches for a career-high 162 yards and a touchdown against the Cougars, and has 24 receptions through three games. Jackson's best season came in 2022 when he had 28 catches in 13 games played.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's the first meeting between the teams since 1984. All three previous matchups happened between 1980-84 and two of the three were played in Seattle. ... Northwestern has allowed just one sack in its first three games. ... Washington QB Will Rogers threw for 314 yards and one TD in the Apple Cup. He's completing 77% of his passes. ... Washington has won 16 straight games at Husky Stadium. ... Northwestern coach David Braun picked up his 10th win in 16 career games with the Wildcats last week. He's the fastest Northwestern coach to 10 wins since Pappy Waldorf in 1935-36.
___
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            Mississippi quarterback Jaxson Dart (2) stretches in for a touchdown against Wake Forest defensive back Rushaun Tongue (6) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Winston-Salem, N.C., Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Chuck Burton)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


This is the state of Lane Kiffin's Mississippi program. 
The fifth-ranked Rebels wallop Wake Forest on the road by a decidedly comfortable score of 40-6 and walk away contemplating how much better they could have played. Kiffin thinks his players know they "can be a very special team" if they smooth over those little rough spots before they prove costly.
"There certainly were days when you wouldn't be finding issues with 34-point road ACC wins," Kiffin said. "You'd just be happy to win."
These are different times for the Rebels (3-0), who arrive at the end of a fairly lightweight nonconference schedule. Ole Miss has its final tune up for Southeastern Conference games on Saturday night against Georgia Southern (2-1), a 34 1/2-point underdog, according to Betmgm.com
Ole Miss has breezed through its first three opponents by a collective score of 168-9 and leads the nation in total offense. Next up is the SEC opener against Kentucky. But first, another game where the goal is taking another step toward the bigger games and goals.

    


"It just shows a good standard of the expectations of how to play," Kiffin said. "And there are internal expectations of the process, not just the outcome of the game. But playing really well because you're going to need to as the opponents improve."




About that offense
Rebels quarterback Jaxson Dart is directing an offense that leads the nation in total yards per game (692) and is second in scoring (56 points per game). Dart leads the FBS in passing (390.7 ypg) and total offense (408.7 ypg).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tre Harris easily leads the SEC in receiving yards with 403 on a league-best 27 catches. And Henry Parrish Jr. is the third-leading rusher with 338 yards.
The Rebels play defense, too

Ole Miss joins No. 2 Georgia and No. 3 Ohio State as the only FBS teams yet to give up a touchdown. The Rebels also lead the nation in run defense, allowing just 33.3 yards a game.
It's already the longest stretch Ole Miss has gone to open a season without allowing a touchdown since 1961.

    


"We feel like we have the best defense in the country and we try to practice that way," defensive tackle JJ Pegues said. "Really trying to just set the tone for SEC play and keep that mind-set each and every day like we're the best and you've just got to get through us."
Kiffin & Helton connection
Kiffin and Georgia Southern coach Clay Helton go way back. Kiffin hired Helton as USC's quarterbacks coach in 2010 -- at the suggestion of his father Monte Kiffin -- and promoted him to offensive coordinator in 2013. Helton twice served as the Trojans' interim coach before getting the title officially in late 2015.
In fact, Dart originally signed to play for Helton at USC in 2021.
"Clay's awesome, one of the finest people I've ever met, been around," Kiffin said. "A wonderful human being."
Facing the SEC
This will be the Eagles' sixth time playing an SEC team ranked in the Top 5. Overall, they are 1-14 against opponents from the SEC, topping Florida 26-20 to end the 2013 season.
Reception streak
Georgia Southern receiver Derwin Burgess Jr. has caught a pass in 30 consecutive games, one shy of Khaleb Hood's school record streak set from 2021-23. It's tied for the seventh-longest current streak in FBS. Burgess has 10 catches for 172 yards.

    


___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Australia's Marnus Labuschagne fields the ball during the first one day international match at Trent Bridge, Nottingham, England, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (Nigel French/PA via AP)
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                                        NOTTINGHAM, England (AP) -- Ben Duckett hit 95 before England was slowed by Australia's spinners to post 315 all out at Trent Bridge on Thursday in the first of five one-day internationals between the fierce cricket rivals.
England would have hoped for more runs after being 211-2 after 32 overs.
In the following over bowled by part-time spinner Marnus Labuschagne, Duckett misjudged the bounce of a googly that slowed up and lofted it back to the bowler to miss out on what would have been his second ODI century.
Labuschagne then removed stand-in captain Harry Brook for 39 off another caught and bowled, and that precipitated something of a collapse by England, which lost its final seven wickets for 83 runs -- mostly while attempting to hit sixes over the short boundaries in Nottingham. There were two balls left in the allotted 50 overs.
Will Jacks hit 62 for his third half-century in eight ODIs, while Labuschagne had figures of 3-39 off six overs and lead spinner Adam Zampa had 3-49 off 10 overs in his 100th ODI.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- California (3-0, 0-0 ACC) at Florida State (0-3, 0-2), 7 p.m. ET (ESPN2)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Florida State by 2 1/2.
Series record: First meeting
WHAT'S AT STAKE? Cal makes its debut in the Atlantic Coast Conference and seeks a 4-0 start for the first time since 2019 against reeling Florida State, which is trying to avoid its first 0-4 start since 2021. The two teams couldn't have had more contrasting starts, with Cal defeating Auburn on the road and routing San Diego State last week while Florida State has lost three straight games as a favorite by 6.5 points or more.
KEY MATCHUP Florida State allowed 453 rushing yards in the first two games but showed significant improvement in holding Memphis to 65 yards on 32 carries. Cal is averaging 158 yards per game on the ground, 69th in the FBS. Jaivian Thomas made his first college start against San Diego State, rushing 17 times for 169 yards. Bears star RB Jaydn Ott, who ran for 1,305 yards and 12 touchdowns in 2023, could return after missing last week's game due to injury.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH Florida State: Patience is wearing thin with QB DJ Uiagalelei, who is completing a career-low 56.6 percent of his passes for 666 yards, one touchdown and two interceptions. Uiagalelei threw for 275 yards and five touchdowns in Oregon State's win at Cal last October. If he can have a similar performance, it will build confidence after a shaky start.




California: The Bears lead the nation with nine interceptions, led by CB Nohl Williams. A senior who transferred from UNLV after the 2022 season, Williams will make his 40th career start on Saturday, Williams has an interception in three straight games (against UC Davis, Auburn and San Diego State) and has four this year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

FACTS & FIGURES The Bears have won six straight regular-season games, with only a bowl loss to Texas Tech in December. Florida State has lost four straight, dating to a bowl loss against Georgia. ... Seminoles PK Ryan Fitzgerald is one of three FBS kickers with three field goals of 50 or more yards, including his 59-yarder vs. Georgia Tech. ... Cal will travel to the east four times in 2024. Beyond a win at Auburn on Sept. 7 and Saturday's game in Tallahassee, Fla., the Bears will play at Pittsburgh (Oct. 12) and at Wake Forest (Nov. 8).
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                                        BARCELONA, Spain (AP) -- American Magic's comeback fell short and it bid farewell to the 37th America's Cup after Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli secured a decisive fifth win in their playoff series on Thursday.
The same Italian team had eliminated the representative of the New York Yacht Club in the same challengers' semifinal three years prior in Auckland by a 4-0 score. This time, after trailing 4-0, the boat skippered by Tom Slingsby had rallied with three straight wins before finally succumbing 5-3.
"It's brutal. You know, losing just absolutely sucks," Terry Hutchinson, head of American Magic sailing operations, told The Associated Press. "We had higher expectations for ourselves."
American boats have won the America's Cup a record 30 times, but their last title came in 2013.
The Americans faced adversity this time around when experienced helmsman Paul Goodison was unable to race against Luna Rossa after he fell on the boat and cracked some ribs. Lucas Calabrese took his place and performed admirably, according to Slingsby, despite his limited hours in the super foiling yacht.

    


Hutchinson applauded the effort of his team but said that another exit against an admittedly "well-polished" Luna Rossa was not the plan. He also rued some what-could-have-beens in the series, which included one loss by just two seconds.




"The fact that Tommy and Lucas were able to get the boat to a spot where we were knocking on the door, basically in every race except for one. I mean, in the first day of the regatta, we led both those races ... you're just kicking yourself," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

American Magic needed to win the two races scheduled on Thursday to advance, but Luna Rossa wrapped it up after a flawless and fast regatta that it finished a minute ahead.
"We are super happy. It has been a fantastic journey in this semifinal and we are ready for more," Luna Rossa port helmsman Francesco Bruni said.

    


INEOS Britannia awaits the Italians in the Louis Vuitton Cup challenger's final that will begin on Sept. 26. That will be a rematch of the 2021 challenger's final that Luna Rossa also won. The winner of the first-to-seven-wins series will face defending champion Team Emirates New Zealand in the America's Cup final next month.
Luna Rossa had been cruising in the series until the Americans got back in it. Luna Rossa aided that American fightback when some rigging broke free on the Italian yacht on Wednesday and left it disabled. When the rigging suddenly came loose a loud pop was heard and the boat crashed off its foils into the waves.
But the Luna Rossa shore crew worked through the night to fix the mainsail and its boat performed perfectly.
Luna Rossa took the lead in the decider when it cut behind American Magic on the first of six legs, picked up speed, and never looked back. The Americans were 700 meters behind when the winner crossed the finish line.
"I would just like to mention American Magic for putting up a hell of a fight. They are a champion team and showed it," Luna Rossa's starboard helmsman Jimmy Spithill said. "This victory has to go to the shore team. They worked all night and this morning looked like a bunch of zombies."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) -- Michigan's Sherrone Moore might have made a rookie mistake.
When Moore was asked at his weekly news conference if Alex Orji would start for the 18th-ranked Wolverines, the first-year coach said the junior quarterback would take the first snap Saturday against No. 11 Southern California.
Instead of forcing the Trojans to prepare for both of the Wolverines' one-dimensional signal callers, Moore let everyone know on Monday that Orji was getting a shot after Davis Warren won the job and struggled with the opportunity.
The 6-foot-3, 235-pound Orji has thrown just seven passes in 12 games over three years as a change-of-pace running option at quarterback, who has 181 yards rushing and three scores in his career.
Davis, who is from Los Angeles, got the green light to throw 72 times this season and has three times as many interceptions (six) as touchdown passes (two) in three starts and did not gain a yard on eight carries.

    


While Moore was forthcoming about his plan at quarterback, he did try to be coy about possibly altering the offense to suit Orji's skills.
"I'm not going to give you all the keys to the castle," he said.




USC coach Lincoln Riley, meanwhile, spent the week trying to simulate Orji's ability to run.
"We've got a couple of guys that we're trying to use a little bit, but he's a really good athlete," Riley said. "We recruited him a little bit coming out of high school. Remember him, have a lot of respect for him as a player and an athlete."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Riley insisted the Trojans will respect Orji's arm.
"You don't play quarterback at this level without being able to throw the ball some," he said.
Caleb Williams' successor Miller Moss off to solid start
USC quarterback Miller Moss is off to an encouraging start, succeeding Caleb Williams.
Moss threw for 378 yards and a touchdown in a win over then-No. 13 LSU and had 229 yards passing and a score in two-plus quarters against Utah State. He considered attending Michigan when former coach Jim Harbaugh recruited him out of high school, but opted to stay in his native Southern California.

    


"Accurate, takes care of the football, plays well within the system," Moore said. "Not a runner by any means, but definitely has good arm strength and has a lot of weapons around him and distributes it well."
Michigan's defense has been vulnerable against the pass and may get exploited again by another speedy receiver, this time Zachariah Branch.
Will Colston Loveland play?
Michigan's Colston Loveland, a preseason All-America tight end, left last week's game with an undisclosed injury and Moore did not share an update on his condition earlier in the week.
If Loveland is out against USC, that's a big blow for the Wolverines.
Loveland had a career-high eight catches in the opener, matched that total against the Longhorns, and had three receptions before he was injured midway through last week's win over Arkansas State.
Trojan defense gets ready for Big Ten
USC, which had a bye last week, had its first shutout in 13 years in a 48-0 win over Utah State.
The performance provided a boost of confidence for a defense that was overhauled by new coordinator D'Anton Lynn, who took over after the Trojans had one of the worst defenses in major college football last season.

    


USC has made a concentrated effort to get bigger and stronger for its first year in the Big Ten and Riley noticed a difference in particular on the defensive line.
"You can see that group coming together, and they've got another big opportunity to show it," Riley said.
Wolverines' ranking hangs by a thread
Michigan has won a school-record 25 straight Big Ten games, including three for conference championships. The Wolverines have been ranked for 50 straight weeks since early in the 2021 season and if they lose, their run in AP Top 25 may come to an end.
Michigan focuses on stopping Anthony Lucas
USC's 6-5, 275-pound defensive end Anthony Lucas got Moore's attention while scouting this week's opponent.
"He's a game-wrecker that we've got to definitely have our eyes on," he said.
___
Follow Larry Lage at https://twitter.com/larrylage
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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STATE COLLEGE, Pa. (AP) -- James Franklin knows his team is much better than how it played two weeks ago, and he's sure that with this much time to ponder that too-close-for-comfort win, the No. 10 Nittany Lions will show it.
"We're used to playing dominating football," Franklin said. "Around here, we've been doing it for a long time. So I do think they have a chip on their shoulder and I'm expecting that to show up on Saturday."
Penn State (2-0, 0-0 Big Ten) will have an opponent ripe for domination.
Kent State limps into Beaver Stadium after a 71-0 loss to No. 6 Tennessee where the Golden Flashes (0-3, 0-0 MAC) gave up 37 points in the first quarter alone, surrendered 740 total yards of offense to the Vols and declined a running clock offered to ease their suffering in the second half.
The Nittany Lions fared better in their last outing, but were still nowhere near their standard. They needed a spotless second half to beat Bowling Green after the Falcons jumped on them early and led 24-20 at halftime.

    


Penn State players have spent the last two weeks waiting to redeem themselves with a more complete effort.




After going 2 for 9 on third down and committing seven penalties for 76 yards, the Nittany Lions want to play better third-down offense, cut back on fouls and tackle better than they did against the Falcons.
"It makes for a game that as a head coach you're not proud to watch, and it also just makes it difficult to get into a rhythm," Franklin said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

With a rising No. 24 Illinois visiting Beaver Stadium in a week, they know they'll need to tighten up to compete for a conference championship.
"When you talk about the standard, we weren't happy with the first half," linebacker Tyler Elsdon said. "All the things in the first half were controllable things, communication issues, tackling issues, stuff that's again controllable."
Next man up
Franklin announced after the team's Wednesday practice that safety K.J. Winston is expected to miss multiple games with an unspecified injury.

    


With Winston unavailable, Penn State will rotate in a handful of young safeties, among them vaunted recruit Dejuan Lane.
While he's played little defense thus far, Lane has been an eye-raiser on special teams. He's flashed his speed on kick coverage and Franklin sees plenty of opportunity this week for him to get some reps with the first defense.
"That will be important, but we're going to have to develop a few more guys," Franklin said.
The "Lion"
Penn State's last three defensive coordinators have utilized a 4-2-5 look with three safeties where one usually plays as a hybrid box defender dubbed the "Lion."
With Winston at safety, Jaylen Reed was coordinator Tom Allen's preferred "Lion," but Reed will likely resume traditional safety duties with Zakee Wheatley and Lane in reserve.
Cornerback Cam Miller, who'd played the "Lion" spot before, will likely take on more reps there.
Roster management
Kent State could be without three of its top players on Saturday.
Safety Alex Branch has been playing with a nagging shoulder injury and could miss the game while top two running backs Ty Thomas and Curtis Douglas are both questionable with injuries suffered in Knoxville, according to coach Kenni Burns.

    


The Golden Flashes already lost their top running back, sophomore Gavin Garcia, to a season-ending knee injury in August and may have to bring a different position player into the running back rotation.
"With a team that's got so much youth and not enough experienced depth behind it, it's going to show when we have our starters go down," Burns said.
Bad snaps
Despite their struggles last week, the Golden Flashes somehow avoided critical turnovers, including two snaps that sailed over quarterback Devin Kargman's head.
Burns attributed it to inexperience using a silent snap count, something that they'll likely need to use again inside another loud, rowdy venue.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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Arizona State (3-0) at Texas Tech (2-1), Saturday, 3:30 p.m. ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Texas Tech by 3.
Series record: Series tied 2-2.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Big 12 opener for both teams is a chance for Arizona State to have its first 4-0 record since 2016 and for Texas Tech to put to rest a rough start to the season. The Sun Devils are playing their first conference game since joining the Big 12. Arizona State is trying to build a case for the first Top 25 ranking in coach Kenny Dillingham's two seasons. The Red Raiders barely beat FCS member Abilene Christian in overtime in their opener at home, lost handily at Washington State and tied a school record with 52 first-half points in last week's 66-21 victory over North Texas in Lubbock. 
KEY MATCHUP
Texas Tech QB Behren Morton vs. Arizona State pass defense. Morton had four touchdown passes in the victory over North Texas, and the Sun Devils surrendered four to Texas State's Jordan McCloud in a 31-28 win over the Bobcats. The same could be said on the other side, with ASU's Sam Leavitt facing a pass defense ranked 119th out of 133 nationally. The Red Raiders gave up 506 yards passing to Abilene Christian. Their season average is now at 280.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Arizona State: WR Jordyn Tyson had six catches, a career high, for 120 yards and a touchdown against Texas State. Tyson had consecutive 100-yard games in his final two games with Colorado late in the 2022 season before transferring to Arizona State.




Texas Tech: RB Tahj Brooks clearly makes a big difference for the offense. He missed the 37-16 loss to Washington State with an injury, and the Red Raiders had four turnovers. Brooks set the tone with 74 yards rushing in the first quarter against North Texas, and Texas Tech didn't have a turnover until well after the victory was in hand. Brooks has 3,314 career yards and needs 98 to move into fifth on the school's rushing list.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Sun Devils are playing in Texas for the second week in a row following the win at Texas State on Sept. 12 in a nationally televised Thursday night game. ... Third-year Texas Tech coach Joey McGuire is 1-1 in Big 12 openers, but has won both of his conference openers at home. ... One of Arizona State's victories in the 4-0 start eight years ago was 68-55 over the Red Raiders, then coached by Kliff Kingsbury. A year later in 2017, Texas Tech won 52-45 in Lubbock. ... The Red Raiders are one win from 600 in program history.
___
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NORMAN, Okla. (AP) -- It's finally here for No. 15 Oklahoma.
After all the hype and waiting, the Sooners will play their first Southeastern Conference game Saturday night against No. 6 Tennessee.
"It's huge," Oklahoma coach Brent Venables said. "I mean, this is a historical moment for this university and certainly the football program and all the athletic programs here at the university. So to be a part of that is really special, and again, the vision is it's going to take us to a place that's been the elite conference in all of college football. We're taking an elite program and making it even stronger. And so we're looking forward to an amazing, strong partnership." 
The Sooners will jump right into the fire. Tennessee has outscored opponents 191-13 this season, the largest point differential in SEC history through three games and second-most by an FBS team in the AP Top 25 era, which dates to 1936.

    


Tennessee is coming off a 71-0 win over Kent State. The Volunteers were so dominant that they offered to have a running clock in the second half. Kent State declined.
Tennessee is the first of many tough opponents the Sooners will face in its new conference. The Sooners also play No. 1 Texas, No. 5 Ole Miss, No. 7 Missouri and No. 16 LSU. 




"I'm looking forward to the challenge," Venables said. "And you know, the vision is for the end result is to have amazing success. Even through the headwinds that are ahead. I'm not naive to what that looks like either. And so navigating that as a head coach is a tremendous responsibility, a great honor, something I'm thankful for." 
Familiar coaches

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This will be Tennessee coach Josh Heupel's first time coaching against the Oklahoma program he led to the 2000 national championship as quarterback. Venables was the co-defensive coordinator on that team.
Heupel was fired as Oklahoma's offensive coordinator in 2014, but things turned out fine for him. He had a successful run at UCF before taking over at Tennessee. He's 30-12 in four years with the Volunteers.

    


"Sometimes God -- you know, his way's the right way, even though we don't understand it and we make a hard right hand turn," Venables said. "And he's got something better for you. That's exactly what happened for Josh and his family." 
Defensive Vols
Tennessee has not allowed an offensive touchdown in 16 straight quarters going back to the Vols' shutout of then-No. 20 Iowa in the Citrus Bowl. That's tied with Georgia for the longest active streak nationally. It's the Vols' longest such streak since shutting out 15 consecutive opponents between 1938 and 1939. They join Georgia and Ohio State as the only FBS programs yet to allow an offensive touchdown this season.
The Vols have allowed an interception return for a touchdown by N.C. State and two field goals. They rank second nationally in total defense, giving up 160.7 yards per game, and third in scoring defense, allowing 4.3 points a game.
"We are definitely very proud of our performances, the last few weeks," Tennessee defensive lineman Jaxson Moi said. "Now it's time to focus on Oklahoma, playing stout defense against them as well as we've done the past three weeks and keeping that momentum going into Norman."

    


Tennessee can run
Quarterback Nico Iamaleava has drawn much of the praise for Tennessee's offensive explosion, but the Vols are getting it done on the ground, too.
Dylan Sampson has played only eight quarters along with Iamaleava making what he's done even more impressive. He is tied for the national lead with nine rushing touchdowns. He's second in the SEC and 10th nationally with 357 yards rushing. He's averaging 7.9 yards per carry, second-best in the SEC. He's posted half of his six career 100-yard games this season.
"It just means more"
ESPN's "College Gameday" be on site for the game. Moi said the atmosphere around Saturday night's game is exactly why players come to Tennessee.
"You come here to showcase your talent against the best," Moi said. "I'm excited for what our group is going to show, and I'm blessed for this opportunity."
Dominant effort
Oklahoma defensive end R Mason Thomas dominated down the stretch last week against Tulane and was named the Nagurski Trophy National Defensive Player of the Week. In a little more than four minutes late in the game, he had three sacks, a forced fumble, a fumble recovery and a pass breakup. He sacked Tulane quarterback Darian Mensah, stripped the ball and recovered it to end Tulane's final threat.

    


___
AP Sports Writer Teresa M. Walker contributed to this report.
___
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                    Cincinnati wide receiver Jamoi Mayes (10) makes a catch for a touchdown during the first half of an NCAA college football game against Pittsburgh, Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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Houston (1-2, 0-0 Big 12) at Cincinnati (2-1, 0-0), Saturday, noon ET (FS1)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Cincinnati by 3 1/2.
Series record: Houston leads 15-14.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
The Cincinnati Bearcats and Houston Cougars meet Saturday at Nippert Stadium in Cincinnati, in the Big 12 opener for both teams. Cincinnati is coming off a road win over Miami (Ohio) last Saturday, while Houston got its first win of the season, a 33-7 over Rice. Cincinnati defeated Houston 24-14 last November, the Bearcats' first Big 12 win in school history.
KEY MATCHUP
Cincinnati is going to look to run the ball, but Houston is going to be a tough team to establish a ground game against. While the Bearcats have rushed for 200-plus yards in two of their first three games, Houston has held each of its last two opponents to 75 rushing yards. That includes holding No. 15 Oklahoma to 75 yards in Week 2. The last time Houston held back-to-back opponents to 75 or fewer rushing yards was in 2016. Cincinnati is currently averaging 213.7 rushing yards per game.

    


PLAYERS TO WATCH
Houston: Quarterback Donovan Smith is one of 18 active Power Four quarterbacks with 6,000-plus passing yards and 40-plus passing touchdowns since 2021. Smith has two touchdowns and three interceptions so far this season and has thrown for 537 yards, completing 64.6% of his passes.




Cincinnati: Running back Corey Kiner has rushed for more than 100 yards in back-to-back games. He has 273 rushing yards over Cincinnati's last two games and 326 for the season. Kiner also has 20-plus carries in consecutive games.
FACTS & FIGURES

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Houston and Cincinnati have competed together in four conferences; the Missouri Valley Conference (1957-59), Conference USA (1996-04), American Athletic Conference (2013-22) and now the Big 12 (2023-Present). ... This is the first Houston-Cincinnati matchup at Nippert Stadium since Dec. 4, 2021, when the Bearcats defeated Houston 35-20 in the AAC Championship. ... Only two players from the Cougars (OL Tank Jenkins, TE Matt Byrnes) and three players from the Bearcats (P Mason Fletcher, OT John Williams, DE Eric Phillips) remain with their respective programs from that game. ... The Bearcats have won four straight games against the Cougars going back to Oct. 12, 2019. ... Houston linebackers coach James Ross III was the outside linebackers coach at Cincinnati in 2022. 
___
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            Utah quarterback Cameron Rising (7) tcarries the ball; against Baylor in the first half during an NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024, in Salt Lake City. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)
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            Oklahoma State quarterback Alan Bowman (7) throws a touchdown in the second half of an NCAA college football game against South Dakota State, Saturday, Aug. 31, 2024, in Stillwater, Okla. (AP Photo/Mitch Alcala)
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    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


A pair of college football coaching veterans meet Saturday when No. 12 Utah visits No. 14 Oklahoma State in a Big 12 showdown that could have College Football Playoff implications.
Utah's Kyle Whittingham and Oklahoma State's Mike Gundy are in their 20th seasons leading their respective programs with nearly identical records. Gundy (169-79) has just a few more wins than Whittingham (165-79).
"I've certainly been aware of his success, and he's done a terrific job," Whittingham said. "If you're not successful, you're not going to be in a job for very long. He's done a good job of winning and being consistent. Every year you know what you're going to get from them."
Utah (3-0) is playing its first Big 12 game since leaving the Pac-12 after last season. The Utes, preseason favorites to win their new league, have one of the nation's best defenses. They rank 22nd nationally in yards allowed per game at 252.7 and are tied for 21st in scoring defense, giving up 11 points per game. 

    


Oklahoma State (3-0) returns 21 of 22 starters from a team that played in the Big 12 title game last season. The Cowboys are coming off a dominant win over Tulsa.




Gundy said Saturday's game is significant, but he declined to give it any extra buildup.
"It is (big), but they're all big, right?" Gundy said. "That's the good thing about college football, every game matters. You try to do the best you can, it's week-to-week, but we're playing a very good football team. (A) very sound football team that plays physical, tough football, so it'll be a real challenge for us this week. Obviously, looking forward to playing the game."
Bowman shines

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Oklahoma State's passing game has been the story through three games, with quarterback Alan Bowman accounting for 967 yards and eight touchdowns. Bowman has taken advantage of defenses designed to stop All-American Ollie Gordon II, who won the Doak Walker Award as the nation's top running back last season and finished seventh in the Heisman Trophy race. Gordon has rushed 34 times for 90 yards, (2.6 yards per carry) in the Cowboys' last two games.

    


Stars sidelined
Both teams have dealt with key early season injuries. Utah quarterback Cam Rising, who threw five touchdowns in Utah's opener, injured his finger against Baylor the following week and didn't play in a win over Utah State. He is expected to play.
If Rising doesn't start, true freshman Isaac Wilson will get the nod. Wilson passed for 239 yards and three touchdowns against Utah State last week.
Oklahoma State linebacker Collin Oliver a preseason All-Big 12 selection, injured his leg in a win over Arkansas and is not expected to return this season. Last season, Oliver tied teammate Nick Martin for the team lead with six sacks on his way to second-team AP all-conference honors in his first year as a linebacker.
Senior citizens
The coaches aren't the only ones who share longevity. Rising and Bowman are each in their seventh year of eligibility, and their combined age is 49. Rising, born May 13, 1999, is 25 while Bowman, born March 6, 2000, is 24. Rising previously played for Texas and Bowman for Texas Tech and Michigan.

    


Big honor
Former Oklahoma State quarterback Brandon Weeden will be inducted into the school's Hall of Honor this weekend. Weeden passed for 9,260 yards and 75 touchdowns in his career and led the Cowboys to a 23-3 record overall and a No. 3 final ranking in 2011.
Quotable
Whittingham on keeping Rising healthy: "Just doing a better job of (keeping him out of harm's way). It goes against his grain. He's a tough competitive guy, as I've said dozens of times, and it just is not natural for him to turn anything down, but he's got to. He's got to be able to do that."
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-football-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Rory McIlroy attends the day one of the BMW PGA Championship at Wentworth Golf Club in Virginia Water, Surrey, England, Thursday, September 19, 2024. (Zac Goodwin/PA via AP)
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                                        VIRGINIA WATER, England (AP) -- Rory McIlroy lost the club head on his 9-iron and then lost the lead by going out of bounds on the last hole in shooting an eventful 5-under 67 in the first round of the BMW PGA Championship on Thursday.
The No. 3-ranked McIlroy bounced back well from the pain of being denied victory at his home Irish Open last week, overcoming a bizarre incident on the par-5 No. 12 when the head of his 9-iron detached from the shaft and flew down the fairway after McIlroy took his second shot.
The Northern Irishman said he didn't even see the ball reach the green and settle inside 7 feet from the pin to set up one of his seven birdies.
"It was a bit of a weird feeling," McIlroy said. "Obviously you're expecting the weight of the club to just pull through and there was nothing there."
McIlroy got the 9-iron fixed and had it back in the bag by the 16th hole, ahead of two par 5s that complete the West Course at Wentworth. He made par at No. 17 despite hooking his drive into the trees but dropped a shot at the last when he hit his second shot to the right of the green and into the trees, the ball eventually reaching a pathway that was OB.

    


A bogey dropped McIlroy out of a share of the clubhouse lead that was held by Niklas Norgaard of Denmark with a few hours left of the first round. Norgaard, who won the British Masters this month for his first European tour title, birdied four of his last eight holes for a 66.




McIlroy was playing four days after a runner-up finish at the Irish Open to Rasmus Hojgaard, who closed with three straight birdies to beat the local hero on Sunday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The nice thing about disappointments is that if you have something in this next week, it's nice to keep busy and keep your mind focused on something else," the 35-year-old McIlroy said.
McIlroy was in a tie for second in a group that contained fellow Ryder Cup players Shane Lowry and Robert MacIntyre as well as Victor Perez of France, who also bogeyed No. 18 -- after hitting his second into the water in front of the green -- to drop out of the lead.
Grant Forrest of Scotland was 6 under after eight holes, but his round stalled and he also found the water at the last for a double-bogey 7 to shoot 68.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            Jacksonville State edge Reginald Hughes (5) attempts to bring down Louisville quarterback Tyler Shough (9) during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Louisville, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            Georgia Tech wide receiver Avery Boyd (9) is stopped by Virginia Military Institute's Steven Riveros (9) as he returns a punt during the first half of a NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Georgia Tech head coach Brent Key waves to fans as he enters the field for the start of a NCAA college football game against Virginia Military Institute Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Atlanta,. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Louisville running back Duke Watson (26) runs from the Jacksonville State defense during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Louisville, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            Georgia Tech wide receiver Eric Singleton Jr. (2) makes a catc for a first down as Virginia Military Institute safety Isaiah Grevious (28) defends during the first half of a NCAA college football game Sunday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Atlanta,. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Jacksonville State linebacker Jibreel Al-Amin (15) attempts to stop Louisville tight end Mark Redman (83) from reaching across the goal line to score during the second half of an NCAA college football game in Louisville, Ky., Saturday, Sept. 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)
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            Georgia Tech defensive back Clayton Powell-Lee (5) recovers Virginia Military Institute wide receiver Julio DaSilva's (9) fumble during the first half of a NCAA college football game Sunday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Atlanta,. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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            Georgia Tech wide receiver Avery Boyd (9) is stopped by Virginia Military Institute's Steven Riveros (9) as he returns a punt during the first half of a NCAA college football game Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- Louisville preferred a continuous schedule to develop a rhythm rather than having an unusually early bye that interrupted its roll.
The first of two breaks at least gave the No. 19 Cardinals (2-0) a chance to heal. But coach Jeff Brohm has emphasized retaining everything they excelled at against Austin Peay and Jacksonville State, and he hopes they pick up where they left off against Georgia Tech in Saturday's Atlantic Coast Conference opener.
"We have to continue to progress to reach our ultimate goal and you've got to be sharp each week," Brohm said. "Getting guys fresh and healthy and rejuvenated was important while we continue to work on certain things and continue to get our young guys some reps." 
The Yellow Jackets (3-1, 1-1 ACC) are looking to go 6-0 against ranked ACC foes under second-year coach Brent Key. Their most recent upset of preseason league favorite and then-No. 10 Florida State on Aug. 24.

    


Georgia Tech's chance to build on that statement win fell short 31-28 at Syracuse while ranked No. 23 before it regrouped to blow out VMI 59-7 last week. The Yellow Jackets now look to resume contending in a league they helped open up.




"This is championship week, right?," Key said. "Every game moving forward, we talk about having goals in front of you and not behind. And that's where we're at. We're not leaving anything home, I'll tell you that."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Louisville is favored by 10 points, according to BetMGM College Sports Odds.
High-scoring offenses
A Louisville offense averaging 55 points per game explains Brohm's reasoning for playing on to keep its edge. Granted, the Cardinals blew out Austin Peay and Jacksonville State but both teams won at least nine games last season. The Cardinals lead the ACC and are ranked third in FBS scoring per game. Georgia Tech has the league's fourth-best unit (36.5) and has run 246 plays as one of two teams to have played four contests this season.

    


Pinpoint passers
Georgia Tech junior quarterback Haynes King enters the game tied for fifth nationally with a 76.4% completion rate (81 of 106) and ranks 20th with 169.44 efficiency. He has thrown for 962 yards. Louisville's Tyler Shough is eighth in efficiency (188.78) and tied for 29th with 68.4% accuracy after just two games as the starter. They are tied for 26th with six touchdowns each with Shough averaging a half-yard more per game on offense (280.5) than King, who tossed three TD passes last week in just one half.
Pressure vs. protection
Louisville's pass rush ranks second nationally with 4.5 sacks and 9.5 tackles for loss per game but faces a Tech squad that is among eight FBS program that hasn't allowed any. The Cardinals have yielded just two so far while the Yellow Jackets average 1.25 per game.
Heavy-duty Haynes
Tech running back Jamal Haynes leads the ACC with four rushing touchdowns and is seventh with 213 yards. The junior started strong against FSU with a career-high two scores and 75 yards on just 11 carries. Haynes has scored in 10 of 17 contests since start of last season. His 46 attempts rank fifth in the league, his 4.63 yards per carry ninth.

    


Day time
The three previous matchups in this series all fell on Fridays. Tech won the first two before Louisville won 39-34 in last year's opener in Atlanta that marked coaching debuts for Key and Brohm at their alma maters. The Yellow Jackets led 28-13 at halftime before the Cardinals outscored them 26-6 after halftime for a 39-34 victory.
___
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BOULDER, Colo. (AP) -- Baylor (2-1, 0-0 Big 12) at Colorado (2-1, 0-0), Saturday, 8 p.m. ET (Fox)
BetMGM College Football Odds: Colorado by 1 1/2.
Series record: Colorado leads 9-7.
WHAT'S AT STAKE?
It seems fitting that homecoming weekend in Boulder on Saturday coincides with the Buffaloes making their return to Big 12 play. Colorado left the conference following the 2010 season to join the Pac-12 and came back this season. The last time Colorado faced Baylor on the football field was Oct. 16, 2010, when Robert Griffin III led the Bears to a 31-25 win in Boulder. The Buffaloes are coming off a 28-9 win over Colorado State in which Shedeur Sanders threw four TD passes. The Bears beat Air Force 31-3 in a game where they went with quarterback Sawyer Robertson in relief of starter Dequan Finn. Colorado coach Deion Sanders made a big deal in his weekly news conference about rain in the forecast and whether his team will work on wet-ball drills. At the time, there was around a 30% chance of rain and Sanders said: "We're not going to take time out in practice to do a drill based on something that may not happen." The weather report for Saturday night now includes a strong possibility of rain, maybe even heavy at times.

    


KEY MATCHUP
Shedeur Sanders vs. Baylor's stingy defense. Sanders has thrown for 999 yards and nine TDs this season, with his top target two-way standout Travis Hunter (30 catches, 342 yards, five touchdowns). Behind the defensive play calling of head coach Dave Aranda, the Bears have posted two games this season where they've allowed only a field goal. They lead the nation in passing defense.




PLAYERS TO WATCH
Baylor: The QB depth chart for the Bears lists Robertson or Finn. That's why the Buffaloes are preparing for both. Finn has thrown for 2,000 or more yards and rushed for 500-plus yards in three straight seasons. He has 307 yards passing and 26 yards rushing this season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Colorado: Freshman running back Micah Welch gave the ground game a boost last weekend against the Rams with 65 yards, including a 25-yard scamper. He has two of Colorado's three rushes for 15 or more yards this season. The Buffaloes are averaging 61.3 yards a game on the ground. 

    


FACTS & FIGURES
The Bears have won three of the last four games in the series. ... Since Aranda took over, the Bears have been one of the least-penalized teams. Last season, Baylor led the Big 12 in fewest penalty yards per game. ... Of the 13 FBS QBs who threw four or more touchdown passes in the third week of the season four were from the Big 12, including Sanders. ... Sanders has 999 career completions. ... Hunter earned Big 12 defensive player of the week honors after finishing with five tackles, one pass breakup and an interception against Colorado State. ... The Buffaloes are 4-2-1 all-time playing on Sept. 21. ...The last time Colorado beat Baylor was 2007.
___
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COLLEGE STATION, Texas (AP) -- Marcel Reed was great in his first collegiate start, accounting for three touchdowns to lead No. 25 Texas A&M to a win at Florida last week.
Coach Mike Elko wouldn't say whether Reed will lead the team again this week when the Aggies host Bowling Green or if Conner Weigman will be back under center.
Weigman sat out against the Gators while dealing with a sprain to his throwing shoulder that happened in the team's opener and he aggravated in practice last week.
"Conner is going to be listed as day-to-day and week-to-week, however you want to word that, and we'll kind of get him through and see where he's at with everything," Elko said. "We'll continue to manage the quarterback room very similar to how we have and play the guy on Saturday that we think gives us the best chance to win."
Reed was named Southeastern Conference Freshman of the Week after throwing for 178 yards and two touchdowns and running for 83 yards and another score in the 33-20 win over Florida.

    


Weigman already had tests on his shoulder, but Elko said they'd do more this week before determining his status for Saturday.




"We're going to re-image it to make sure there's nothing there that we're missing and make sure we have the right plan in place," he said.
Elko was asked if there was a possibility that both quarterbacks could play Saturday if Weigman is healthy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You know I'm not going to answer that question, but thanks for asking," Elko said.
Weigman won the job in camp after returning from a foot injury that limited him to just four games last season. He threw for 100 yards with two interceptions in Texas A&M's season-opening loss to Notre Dame before bouncing back with two TD passes in the first half of a rout of McNeese State two weeks ago.
Running wild
The Aggies ran for a season-high 310 yards against the Gators and are tied for ninth in the nation by averaging 263 yards rushing.

    


Le'Veon Moss leads A&M's rushing attack and has 264 yards rushing after running for a career-high 110 yards at Florida. He ranks seventh in the SEC by averaging 88 yards rushing a game and his three rushing TDs are tied for eighth in the conference.
Bowling Green has struggled against the run and ranks 120th in the nation by allowing 208 yards rushing a game.
"We've got our hands full," Bowling Green coach Scot Loeffler said. "This is a very, very talented team. There's some things where they're very, very strong at that's kind of our weaknesses a little bit. So, we've got to find different ways to get things done because they're big, they're powerful, super strong, athletic. Everything that you would think of when it comes to an SEC team."
Changing sides
The Falcons will see a familiar face Saturday in Texas A&M defensive end Cashius Howell. He joined the Aggies this season after playing at Bowling Green for the last three seasons. Howell, who led the MAC with 9 1/2 sacks last season, has nine tackles and a sack this year.
"I'm super happy for Cashius," Loeffler said. "We recruited Cashius, love him and his family. Him and I are super close, and he's doing well down there. I love to watch our guys do well, and he's doing great, proud of him."

    


Memory lane
Elko reminisced this week about his time at Bowling Green as these teams prepared to meet for the first time. He spent 2009-13 as the school's defensive coordinator, helping the Falcons to a 10-4 record in 2013.
"Our family absolutely loved that town," Elko said. "We have a lot of really fond memories, a lot of really good friends that live up in Bowling Green. A lot of respect for that school, a lot of respect for that university and their program."
___
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            New Orleans Saints safety Tyrann Mathieu (32) reacts with teammates, including Kool-Aid McKinstry (14) and Jordan Howden (31) after intercepting a pass by Dallas Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Jeffrey McWhorter)
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                                        Philadelphia (1-1) at New Orleans (2-0)
Sunday, 1 p.m. EDT, Fox.
BetMGM NFL odds: Saints by 2 1/2.

    


Series record: Eagles lead 18-13.
Against the spread: Eagles 1-1, Saints 2-0.
Last meeting: Saints beat Eagles 20-10 on Jan. 1. 2023, in Philadelphia.
Last week: Eagles lost to Falcons 22-21; Saints beat Cowboys 44-19.
Eagles offense: overall (6), rush (8), pass (10), scoring (5).

    


Eagles defense: overall (30), rush (25), pass (28), scoring (27).
Saints offense: overall (3), rush (3), pass (11), scoring (1).
Saints defense: overall (7), rush (3), pass (20), scoring (4).
Turnover differential: Eagles minus-3; Saints plus-3.

    


Eagles player to watch
RB Saquon Barkley has rushed for 95-plus yards in consecutive games for the first time since December 2019 with the Giants. He scored three touchdowns in the opener and had 116 scrimmage yards (95 rushing, 21 receiving) last week.
Saints player to watch
RB Alvin Kamara 290 yards and five TDs from scrimmage in the first two games of the season, including 198 yards and four TDs rushing and seven catches for 92 yards and a TD receiving.
Key matchup
Eagles QB Jalen Hurts against a Saints' pass rush that has seven sacks times in two games. Hurts is an elite scrambler, who has 118 yards and a TD rushing this season. And he has given the Saints fits in the past. In two starts against the Saints (2020 and 2021), Hurts has 175 yards and three TDs rushing.

    






Key injuries
Eagles WRs A.J. Brown and Johnny Wilson missed practices this week with hamstring injuries. Saints TE Taysom Hill (chest), DT Khalen Saunders (calf), OT Landon Young (foot) and LB D'Marco Jackson (calf) also missed practices. CB Marshon Lattimore, who left New Orleans' Week 1 game with a hamstring injury and did not play in Week 2, returned to practice on a limited basis this week.

    


Series notes

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Eagles have won two of the past three regular-season meetings. Hurts played in both victories but did not play because of an injury when these teams last met near the end of the 2022 season. Gardner Minshew started that game for Philadelphia. The Eagles last won a game in New Orleans in 2007. Since then, they've lost two regular-season games in 2012 and 2018, and a playoff game in January 2019.
Stats and stuff

    
    The AP Top 25 college football poll is back every week throughout the season!
Get the poll delivered straight to your inbox with AP Top 25 Poll Alerts. Sign up here.


    


Hurts rushed for a season-high 85 yards and a TD in Week 2. It was his fifth regular-season game with at least 85 yards on the ground. Hurts has 42 TDs rushing in his career and can tie Steve Young (43) for third most by a QB in NFL history. ... WR Devonta Smith had seven catches for 76 yards and a TD last week. ... Eagles LB Zack Baun, a Saints third-round draft choice in 2020, had nine tackles in Week 2. His 24 tackles this season are tied for the NFC lead. ... DT Milton Williams had his first sack of the season last week. He also had a sack in the Eagles' previous meeting with the Saints. ... Eagles S C.J. Gardner-Johnson spent his first three NFL seasons with New Orleans ... The Saints have scored 91 points, the most by a team in the first two games of a season in 15 years and tied for fourth most by a team in its first two games of a season in NFL history. ... Saints QB Derek Carr has five TDs passing and a TD rushing in two games. ... Two of Carr's TD passes have been to WR Rashid Shaheed for 59 yards in Week 1 and 70 yards in Week 2. ... WR Chris Olave had 81 yards receiving last week. ... DE Carl Granderson had 1 1/2 sacks last week. ... CB Alontae Taylor had two tackles for loss in Week 2 and a career-high three sacks in Week 1. ... S Tyrann Mathieu intercepted a pass last week, giving him 34 interceptions for his career, second most among active players. ... CB Paulson Adebo had his eighth-career INT last week.
Fantasy tip
The versatile Kamara, who had 180 scrimmage yards and four TDs last week, has been New Orleans' most productive player early this season, and his role might increase even more with Hill potentially sidelined this week.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eagles-saints-preview-capsule-712ec107bc9000e8e5d06fa9e67f49b4
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            Italy's Jannick Sinner, center, shouts indications to Italy's Matteo Berrettini during a men's singles tennis Davis Cup tennis match between Berrettini and Botic Van Zandschulp of the Netherlands, at the Unipol arena, in Bologna, Italy, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (Michele Nucci/LaPresse via AP)
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            Italy's Flavio Cobolli celebrates beating Netherlands' Tallon Griekspoor during their Davis Cup tennis match, at the Unipol Arena, in Bologna, Italy, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (Massimo Paolone/LaPresse via AP)
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            Italy's Matteo Berrettini celebrates making a point against Botic Van Zandschulp of the Netherlands during the men's singles tennis Davis Cup tennis match, at the Unipol arena, in Bologna, Italy, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (Michele Nucci/LaPresse via AP)
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- Defending champion Italy will take on Argentina in the first round of the Davis Cup Finals in November.
Thursday's draw for the last eight in the southern Spanish city of Malaga also set up the United States against Australia, Germany against Canada and the Netherlands against Spain.
Italy, Spain, Canada and the U.S. were the seeded nations after winning their groups last week, when the qualifying competition was played in four different cities.
The winner of the Italy-Argentina tie will meet the U.S. or Australia in the semifinals. The winner of Germany-Canada will take on the Dutch or Spain.
Italy won its first Davis Cup titles since 1976 by beating Australia in last year's final, which also took place in Malaga.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            McLaren driver Oscar Piastri of Australia in action during a Formula One Grand Prix practice in Baku, Azerbaijan, on Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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            McLaren driver Lando Norris of Britain in action during a Formula One Grand Prix practice in Baku, Azerbaijan, on Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Sergei Grits)
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                                        SINGAPORE (AP) -- Oscar Piastri says he's happy with the apparent flexible rear wing on his race-winning car but it's not a "magic bullet" making McLaren the team to beat in Formula 1 ahead of the Singapore Grand Prix.
Widely-shared footage from Piastri's win last week in Azerbaijan appears to show part of the rear wing flexing under the airflow at high speed, in a way that could potentially reduce drag and allow the car to go faster.
"It's legal," Piastri said of the wing Thursday. "We get tested a lot and it passes. It's certainly not the magic ticket or magic bullet for why we're competitive, but it's legal. It passes all the tests, so I'm pretty happy with it."
Piastri added the wing isn't in a "grey area" in the F1 rules, which generally ban moving aerodynamic devices, with the exception of the overtake-assisting DRS rear wing flap that all cars have. 

    


"I honestly didn't even know that it did that until three days ago," Piastri said. "Obviously in the sport you find every bit of performance that you can without breaking the rules. I feel like that's what we're doing, and that's what you need to do to become a championship-winning car and a championship-winning team."




Piastri argued that on-form teams like McLaren -- which overtook Red Bull in the constructors' standings last week -- inevitably attract more attention. Various teams have faced questions in the past over elements of their front and rear wings.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There's going to be scrutiny of people curious to know why your car is competitive so I certainly don't think it's personal to us," Piastri said. 
Standings leader Max Verstappen called for the FIA to issue a "clarification" of how the rules work in practice and how much wings can bend.
"It's quite clear that it's moving at speed. It might be smart, might not be smart, but at the end of the day, it's up to the FIA to decide if it's legal or not, right?" Verstappen said.

    


In a statement, the governing body said: "The FIA is closely monitoring the flexibility of bodywork on all cars and reserves the right to request teams to make modifications at any point during the season.
"However, if a team successfully passes all deflection tests and adheres to the regulations and technical directives, they are deemed to be in full compliance, and no further action will be taken."
The FIA added that it is reviewing data and other evidence "and is considering any mitigating measures for future implementation." It noted it has the authority to make "regulatory changes" mid-season if needed.
Piastri is fourth in the standings, 91 points off Verstappen and 32 behind teammate Lando Norris of Britain, who is Verstappen's closest challenger. A race win is worth 25 points. 
Piastri closed the gap with his win in Baku, where his teammate recovered to fourth after qualifying a long way back, but the Australian said he'll still be expected by McLaren to help out Norris.
"If I'm in a position to still win races, then that's what I want to do and I think I showed in Baku that I'm capable of doing that," he said. "But naturally if there's times where I can help out for Lando's championship bid then I'll be happy to help out as well."
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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                                        GALLE, Sri Lanka (AP) -- Half-centuries by Tom Latham and Kane Williamson led New Zealand's cricketers to 255-4 on day two of the first Test against Sri Lanka on Thursday.
Replying to Sri Lanka's first innings 305, Latham and Devon Conway gave New Zealand a solid start by putting on 63 for the first wicket before the opener then added 73 for the second wicket with Williamson.
Latham looked comfortable against the spinners until he fell on 70. Attempting to sweep Prabath Jayasuriya, the ball came off his top edge and he was caught at square leg.
Williamson batted with authority and was on 55 when a lapse of concentration saw him glove a Dhananjaya de Silva delivery for wicketkeeper Kusal Mendis to take a terrific diving catch. 
De Silva also bowled Rachin Ravindra for 39 when he failed to read the spinner's straight ball and shouldered arms.

    


An unbroken 59-run stand for the fifth wicket between Daryl Mitchell (41) and Tom Blundell (18) then took New Zealand to stumps.
Latham said: "It's been a great day for us. Superb effort by the bowlers to get three wickets early and then the partnerships have been able to get us to that total. We put their spinners under pressure."




Earlier, New Zealand did well to clean up the Sri Lankan tail. The last four wickets fell for three runs, fast bowler Will O'Rourke finishing with 5-55.
The morning session was ruined by rain as only 4.5 overs were possible. Play will get underway 15 minutes early on day three.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Craig Howard, Sri Lanka's spin bowling coach, said: "We felt we were in a very good position yesterday. Ideally we would have liked to get another 40 runs today. If we had bowled like we generally do, we could have been better off."
New Zealand had a warm-up test last week against Afghanistan in India washed out after five days without a ball being bowled. Sri Lanka is coming off a three-match test series in England which the hosts won 2-1.
The teams will play a second test in Galle, beginning on Sept. 26.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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            FILE - Police watch over the site of a visitation for Corey Comperatore at Laube Hall, July 18, 2024, in Freeport, Pa. Comperatore was killed at rally for former President Donald Trump Saturday. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            FILE - Police officers stand at a road leading to the site of the Trump rally, where access is closed, as investigations into the assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump continue, in Butler, Pa., July 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki, File)
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                                        FLINT, Mich. (AP) -- The FBI is investigating suspicious packages sent to elections officials in more than a dozen states. State police have begun sweeps of schools in an Ohio community where conspiracy theories have fueled bomb threats. Violent rhetoric is rippling across social media. 
And for the second time in nine weeks, a gunman apparently sought to assassinate Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump.
This year's campaign for the White House was always going to be fraught, the first presidential election to play out in the wake of an insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, an act of political violence steeped in the lie that the 2020 election was stolen.
But the series of unnerving developments has crystalized the volatility coursing through the country in the final weeks of the 2024 campaign. A political system long lauded for its resilience and durability is being tested, with law enforcement, political leaders and voters navigating complex and unfamiliar terrain.

    


In Flint, the Michigan city where a contaminated water crisis became a symbol of government ineptitude nearly a decade ago, some who gathered for a Trump event this week seemed almost resigned to a new and dangerous normal.




"I think it'll probably happen one more time," John Trahan, 62, from Grand Blanc, Michigan, said of the prospect of another assassination attempt.
The US has faced challenges before
America has confronted searing challenges before, from the Civil War to a presidential election decided by the Supreme Court. There were two assassinations and a wave of deadly riots before the 1968 presidential election.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But presidential historian Douglas Brinkley of Rice University said this moment is notable because it fuses widespread distrust of government with the proliferation of online conspiracy theories. Before a gunman camped outside a Florida golf course where Trump was playing on Sunday, the Republican's campaign was pressing a debunked rumor that Haitian immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, were eating people's pets. 

    


"There's a kind of uncertainty across the land," Brinkley said, and the incident in West Palm Beach "takes an already tense election when democracy's on the line and pours gasoline on the situation."
The internet is providing much of that fuel. The Libertarian Party of New Hampshire posted on social media early Sunday that "anyone who murders Kamala Harris would be an American hero." The group deleted the message without fully condemning political violence.
"We are not 'non-violent,'" the group wrote in a post Monday. "It is morally correct to use violence to stop aggression."
Elon Musk, the owner of X, shared a false report on Wednesday that explosives had been found near a Trump rally. Hours earlier, Musk posted, "Unless Trump is elected, America will fall to tyranny." Earlier in the week, he wrote that "no one is even trying to assassinate Biden/Kamala." 
Musk later deleted the tweet about the assassination and implied he was joking, but not before tens of millions of people had viewed the post.
The campaign moves forward
Despite it all, the presidential campaign moves forward and Election Day, Nov. 5, nears. 

    


Harris quickly condemned the Florida incident and called Trump to offer her support. Democrats in Washington are joining with Republicans to push for stronger security around the former president.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


But Harris' team is not toning down its warning that a second Trump presidency represents a threat to democracy. During an interview with the National Association of Black Journalists on Tuesday, Harris noted that Trump is not alone in worrying about safety. 
"There are far too many people in our country right now who are not feeling safe," Harris said. "Not everybody has Secret Service."
"Members of the LGBTQ community don't feel safe right now, immigrants or people with an immigrant background don't feel safe right now," she continued. "Women don't feel safe right now."
Trump and some of his allies, meanwhile, continue to sow divisions -- a marked shift from his brief calls for unity in the immediate aftermath of the assassination attempt at a Pennsylvania rally in July.

    


Fox News Digital published comments in which Trump, without evidence, blamed Democratic President Joe Biden and Harris for the weekend incident at his golf course and suggested their criticism of him had driven the alleged gunman. Then Trump posted on X that Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee, was a communist and "has taken politics in our Country to a whole new level of Hatred, Abuse, and Distrust."
"Because of this Communist Left Rhetoric, the bullets are flying, and it will only get worse!" Trump warned.
Harris denounced the thwarted attack against Trump and had a brief phone conversation with him on Tuesday in which she expressed gratitude that he was safe and she condemned political violence. Trump described the call as "very nice."

    


With early voting already unfolding in some states, more potential challenges are ahead. The FBI and other federal agencies said Wednesday that Iranian hackers sought to interest Biden's campaign in information stolen from Trump's campaign, sending unsolicited emails to people connected to the president before he abandoned his campaign in July.
There is no evidence that any of the recipients responded, officials said, but the development nonetheless raises the prospect of foreign interference in the election. 
Harris' campaign said it has cooperated with law enforcement since learning that people associated with Biden's team were among the recipients of the emails. But Trump's campaign responded by pressing Harris and Biden to "come clean on whether they used the hacked material given to them by the Iranians to hurt President Trump."
On the ground in Michigan, Trump's loyalists have embraced his anger. In some cases, they are afraid.
Kathy Hutchons, 68, of Waterford, Michigan, said the looming threat of further violence against Trump was "kind of scary."
Her friends in line for Trump's town hall in Flint said they were scanning trees for signs of threats. They looked with suspicion at the drone overhead, although security officials later confirmed it was one of their safety measures.
"My husband said, 'I don't know if I'm going to let you go to this today,'" Hutchons said. "I said, 'You don't have a choice.'"
___
Associated Press writers Eric Tucker in Washington, Michelle L. Price in New York and AP Polling Editor Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux in Washington contributed to this report.
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                                        Both major presidential candidates are making appearances Thursday meant to fire up their core supporters. Vice President Kamala Harris is participating in a livestream with Oprah Winfrey, who has endorsed Harris and spoke at the Democratic convention in August. Donald Trump will be in Washington to address a "Fighting Anti-Semitism in America" evening event with Miriam Adelson, a co-owner of the NBA's Dallas Mavericks and widow of billionaire casino magnate Sheldon Adelson, who founded the Las Vegas Sands casino and was one of the Republican Party's largest donors.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:
Trump no longer visiting a Polish-American shrine in Pennsylvania
Donald Trump is no longer planning to visit a Polish-American shrine in Pennsylvania Sunday where he would have crossed paths with Polish President Andrzej Duda.
That's according to a person familiar with Trump's plans who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the trip, which had not been formally announced. It's unclear why the change was made, but Trump will be in Pennsylvania Monday for a pair of campaign events in the critical battleground state.

    


Duda's office has said he will attend a Roman Catholic Mass at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa followed by the unveiling of a monument to the anti-communist Solidarity movement.




He'll be in the U.S. for the United Nations General Assembly happening in New York.
Trump's campaign argues its case to Hispanic voters

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump's campaign is making its argument that Hispanic voters are better suited to pick the GOP nominee over Harris this November.
During a call held with reporters Thursday to mark National Hispanic Heritage Month, Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida said Harris "has tried to undo" Trump's achievements that benefit Hispanic Americans and that the "world was just a safer and more stable place" under the Republican president's administration.
Rubio cited Harris' co-sponsorship while in the U.S. Senate of a bill aimed at making it easier for the Cuban military to benefit and profit from American tourism and "making all kinds of concessions to Venezuela."

    


Trump's campaign held the call to mark National Hispanic Heritage Month, an annual tradition that showcases the diversity and culture of Hispanic people. The month is celebrated each year from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15.
Rubio and former California Lt. Gov. Abel Maldonado gave remarks on the call in both English and Spanish.
Immigration wasn't a focus of Thursday's call, but it has been a major line of contrast between Harris and Trump. Speaking at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute's annual leadership conference on Wednesday, Harris criticized Trump's promise to deport millions of people who are in the United States illegally, questioning whether he would rely on massive raids and detention camps to carry it out.
Trump has promised to carry out "the largest deportation operation in the history of our country" if he's elected in November but has offered no details on how such an operation would work.
Kamala Harris steps up outreach to Mormon voters in battleground Arizona
Vice President Kamala Harris is stepping up her efforts to win over voters who belong to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, enlisting prominent members of the faith to make the case in pivotal Arizona that Donald Trump does not align with the church's values.

    


Her state campaign announced on Thursday an advisory committee to formalize the outreach to current and former members of the church, widely known as the Mormon church. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


With nearly 450,000 church members in Arizona, about 6% of the state's population, Latter-day Saints and former church members could prove critical in what will likely be an extremely close race. 
Latter-day Saints have traditionally voted Republican and are likely to remain part of the GOP coalition. Clustered in solidly Republican states, they have long been a major force in GOP primaries and local politics across the West, but they have not held much sway in national elections. In 2020, about 7 in 10 Mormon voters nationally supported Trump, according to AP VoteCast, while about one-quarter backed Democrat Joe Biden.

    


Leaders of Democratic protest of Israel-Hamas war won't endorse Harris but warn against Trump
Leaders of a Democratic protest vote movement against the Israel-Hamas war said Thursday that they would not endorse Vice President Kamala Harris ' presidential bid but strongly urged their supporters to vote against Donald Trump in November.
The "Uncommitted" movement drew hundreds of thousands of votes in Democratic primaries earlier this year in protest of President Joe Biden 's handling of the Israel-Hamas war. The group's leaders urged the administration to change its policy on the conflict, warning that some Democratic voters might otherwise abstain from voting in November, particularly in swing state Michigan.
Despite months of discussions with top Democratic officials, discontent within the protest-vote ranks only grew after the Democratic National Convention when they were denied a speaker on stage and other demands weren't met.

    


Harris' "unwillingness to shift on unconditional weapons policy or to even make a clear campaign statement in support of upholding existing U.S. and international human rights law has made it impossible for us to endorse her," movement leaders said in a statement. 
Group leaders also made clear in their statement that they strongly opposed supporters voting for Trump or a third-party candidate who "could help inadvertently deliver a Trump presidency." Instead, they urged voters to register "anti-Trump votes and vote up and down the ballot."
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                    Police patrol on a bridge beside the Mar-a-Lago estate of Republican presidential nominee and former President Donald Trump, as a supporter flies flags to express support for Trump one day after an apparent assassination attempt, in Palm Beach, Fla., Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump, following an apparent assassination attempt on him on Sunday, claimed that overheated rhetoric from Democrats was responsible for him being under threat. 
It turns out, records show, that threats come with the office that he once held and is trying to win again, and occur far more frequently than is widely known. 
An examination of Syracuse University's Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse, known as TRAC, shows that since 1986 when Ronald Reagan was in the White House, the federal government has prosecuted 1,444 cases of threats against presidents or others in line of presidential succession. 
The highest number of prosecutions in a single year came in 1987 during the Reagan years when there were 73. TRAC data shows there were 72 cases brought in 2002 during the George W. Bush administration. The Bush administration also had the highest number of cases over its eight-year span with 383, a time of heightened tension during the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Prosecutors brought 343 cases when Bill Clinton was president and 213 during former President Barack Obama's two terms. There were 68 cases brought in Trump's first term. Reagan had 200 in the last three years of his presidency and 213 cases were brought during George H.W. Bush's one term.

    


The number of convictions was highest in the George W. Bush and Clinton years.




TRAC is a widely used database research tool established in the 1980s by the Newhouse School and the Martin J. Whitman School of Management and created with government data obtained through federal open records laws and court litigation. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump falls into numerous categories as a former president and presidential candidate. There are statutes pertaining to threats or attacks on both. 
So far, Ryan Wesley Routh, 58, has been charged with possessing a firearm despite a prior felony conviction and possessing a firearm with an obliterated serial number. Additional charges are possible. 

    


Authorities were continuing to examine Routh's potential motive and movements in the days and weeks leading up to Sunday, when a Secret Service agent assigned to Trump's security detail spotted a firearm poking out of shrubbery on the West Palm Beach golf course where Trump was playing. The agent fired, and Routh escaped into a sport utility vehicle, leaving behind a digital camera, a backpack, a loaded SKS-style rifle with a scope and a plastic bag containing food.
The attempt on Trump is unique because he is a former president seeking to regain the office who has now faced two attempts. But he is not the only former president who survived an assassination attempt trying to retake the office. Teddy Roosevelt was running as a former president in 1912 when he was shot in the chest while campaigning in Milwaukee. 
"This is not unprecedented. People tend to forget how violence has been around the United States for a long time," said David Head, a historian at the University of Central Florida in Orlando.
There have been a number of notable instances that are not included in the TRAC data. Reagan was severely wounded in 1982 and then-President Gerald Ford had two attempts on his life in a 17-day period in 1975. George W. Bush was in Tbilsi, Georgia with Georgian president Mikheil Saakashvili in 2005 when someone rolled a hand grenade into the room that did not explode. 

    


Clinton was in the White House on Oct. 29, 1994, when Francisco Martin Duran, then 26, opened fire outside and fired about 20 rounds at the building. No one was injured but Duran was convicted of attempting to assassinate the president and sentenced to 40 years. According to the Bureau of Prisons website, he is in a federal prison in Virginia and is not eligible for release until 2029.
Earlier this year, a New Hampshire man charged with threatening Republican candidates was found dead while a jury deliberated his case.
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                    FILE - The Supreme Court is seen at sundown in Washington, Nov. 6, 2020. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In the summer of 1941, James F. Byrnes became a Supreme Court justice. Little over a year later, he had had enough and left the court to take a key role in planning the nation's wartime economy.
Americans have become accustomed in recent decades to justices who retire only after decades on the bench, or like Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Antonin Scalia, who died while on the bench. Ginsburg and Scalia are among nearly half the 116 men and women who have been justices who died while still serving or within a few months of retirement.
Legislation pending in Congress would end life tenure on the Supreme Court, though there is little chance term limits will become law anytime soon even with the support of Vice President Kamala Harris, along with many others in her party and a majority of Americans. But those like Byrnes who did not regard the court as the pinnacle of their career and who left for other pursuits that would define their legacy suggest what justices might do if they couldn't spend the rest of their lives on the nation's highest court.

    


Byrnes, appointed to the court by President Franklin Roosevelt, later sat on a small secret committee of government officials that recommended the use of the atomic bomb against Japan and served as Secretary of State before ending his long public career as governor of South Carolina, where he emerged as a segregationist critic of the court's Brown v. Board of Education decision that ended official segregation in public schools.




Like many justices until fairly recently, Byrnes came to the court from the political world. He had been a senator and member of Congress.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It used to be that a lot of justices were former elected officials who kind of always had, you know, a kind of hankering to get back to it. And of course, that doesn't exist anymore," said Stuart Banner, a UCLA legal historian and law professor. His new book, "The Most Powerful Court in the World: A History of the Supreme Court of the United States,'' will be published in November.

    


Sandra Day O'Connor was the last justice who held elective office, as a state senator in Arizona. In today's court, every justice -- other than Elena Kagan -- has been a federal appellate judge. Kagan was the Obama administration's top Supreme Court lawyer before she took the bench.
A major reason for the recent preference for appellate judges is the heightened stakes that have attached to lifetime Supreme Court appointments. The paper trail of lower-court opinions is seen as a reliable indicator of how someone would vote on the Supreme Court.
But the line between politics and the judiciary was not always so distinct. Chief Justice Earl Warren had been California's governor before coming to Washington. The first chief justice, John Jay, resigned to become governor of New York. 
Whether term limits would augur a return of justices with broader experience in public life is debatable.
But justices appointed for life may lose an "understanding of the broad public currents of the country," said Cliff Sloan, who worked on Supreme Court nominations in the Clinton administration and helped vet potential nominees for President Barack Obama. 

    


"Term limits would ensure a degree of measured turnover on the court that would be helpful in bringing different perspectives to the court," said Sloan, who wrote about the court in his 2023 book, "The Court at War: FDR, His Justices, and the World They Made." 
Among the nine men who were justices when the U.S. entered World War II were former members of Congress, the onetime chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission and a former attorney general.
After the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, Byrnes and other justices felt like they were sitting on the sidelines when they would rather be in the game.
Two days after Pearl Harbor, the court heard arguments in a case involving ships that had been built 25 years earlier, during World War I, Banner writes in his book. The case "appeared of little consequence in light of the news bulletins still pouring in from Pearl Harbor," Banner quotes Byrnes as later recalling.

    


And Byrnes was not alone, Sloan said. At least five justices "made clear to FDR that they'd be delighted to leave the court and take on war-related responsibilities," he said.
One of those justices was William O. Douglas, the former SEC chairman. Douglas would go on to serve longer than any other justice, more than 36 years. But he might have left the court after just five years.
In 1944, Douglas nearly became Roosevelt's vice presidential running mate. Instead, the nod went to Harry Truman, who ascended to the presidency the following year when Roosevelt died.
Douglas stayed on the court even as the prospect of his candidacy was openly discussed. He only would have had to look back a couple of decades for guidance.

    


Charles Evans Hughes, a former New York governor, left the court in 1916 only after he had won the Republican presidential nomination. 
On election night in November, he reportedly went to bed thinking he won the presidency. But he came up fewer than 4,000 votes short in California, and President Woodrow Wilson was reelected.
Hughes was far from done with public service. He eventually became Secretary of State and in 1930, returned to the Supreme Court as chief justice. He was the first chief justice to preside over the court when its new building opened in 1935.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former President Donald Trump has heavily courted conservative evangelicals since his arrival on the political scene almost a decade ago. Now he is selling Trump-themed Bibles, touting the overturning of Roe v. Wade and imploring Christians to get out the vote for him. 
But a small and diverse coalition of evangelicals is looking to pull their fellow believers away Trump's fold, offering not only an alternate candidate to support but an alternate vision for their faith altogether.
Grassroots groups like Evangelicals for Harris have run advertisements and a Zoom call. Despite some policy differences with the vice president, they argue she is the better choice this election. 
Here are takeaways from AP's report on the evangelicals supporting Vice President Kamala Harris.
Exploiting cracks in Trump's evangelical base
Trump has historically maintained strong support among evangelical voters. According to AP VoteCast, a sweeping survey of the electorate, about 8 in 10 evangelical voters cast a ballot for him in 2020.

    


But some evangelicals have used perceived cracks in his political fidelity to further distance themselves from the former president, especially as Trump and his surrogates have waffled over whether he would sign a federal abortion ban  should he become president.




The Rev. Dwight McKissic, a Baptist pastor from Texas who spoke on the Evangelicals for Harris call, said he saw no "moral superiority of one party over the other," citing the GOP's recent party platform that lacked a national abortion ban and softened its stance against same-sex marriage.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Though he has historically voted Republican, McKissic said he would vote for Harris, whom he said has stronger character and qualifications. 
Presbyterian pastor Lee Scott, who is part of Evangelicals for Harris, said he is anti-abortion and doesn't agree with Harris on all policies. "But at the same time, she has a pro-family platform," he said, citing her education policies and promise to expand the child tax credit.

    


With modest funding in 2020, the group, formerly known as Evangelicals for Biden, targeted evangelical voters in swing states. This election, the Rev. Jim Ball, the organization's president, said they're expanding the operation and looking to spend a million dollars on targeted advertisements.
While white evangelicals vote strongly Republican, not all evangelicals are a lock for the GOP, and in a tight race, every vote counts.
In 2020, Biden won about 2 in 10 white evangelicals, but performed better with evangelical voters overall, according to AP VoteCast, winning about one-third of this group. A September AP-NORC poll found that around 6 in 10 Americans who identify as "born-again" or "evangelical" have a somewhat or very unfavorable view of Harris, but that unfavorability increases to 8 in 10 for white evangelicals.
Working with the campaign
In August, Harris' campaign hired the Rev. Jen Butler, a Presbyterian (U.S.A.) minister and experienced faith-based organizer, to lead its religious outreach.
Butler told the AP she has been in touch with Evangelicals for Harris, and she wants to harness the power of grassroots groups to engage religious voters.

    


The campaign is focusing on Black Protestants and Latino evangelicals, especially in key swing states. They are reaching out to Catholics and mainline Protestants across the Rust Belt and members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Arizona and Nevada. Butler's colleagues are working with Jewish and Muslim constituencies. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Catholics for Harris and Interfaith for Harris groups are launching. Mainline Protestant groups like Black Church PAC and Christians for Kamala are also campaigning on behalf of the vice president.
Butler said the Harris campaign can find common ground with evangelicals, particularly suburban evangelical women who want compassionate approaches to issues like immigration and abortion.
Imagining a new evangelical identity
The chorus of evangelicals who find voting for a Democrat unconscionable remains loud.
The term evangelical itself is fraught and has become synonymous with the Republican Party, argues Ryan Burge, a political science professor at Eastern Illinois University.

    


Evangelicalism has historically referenced Christians who hold conservative theological beliefs regarding issues like the importance of the Bible and being born again. But that's changed as the term has grown more connected with Republican voters.
Latasha Morrison told the AP that as a Black woman, she didn't identify as evangelical until she started attending predominantly white churches. For years her anti-abortion views led her to vote Republican, but this election, she thinks women and children will be better off under a Harris administration.
Soong-Chan Rah, a professor of evangelism at Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California, said that by endorsing Harris, he hopes to "show that there are other voices in the church aside from the religious right and Trump evangelicals."

    


____
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) Leadership Conference, at Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Timothy Kuzma takes time for a portrait near the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. Mr. Kuzma is a Pittsburgh resident who is president and CEO of the Polish Falcons of America, a not-for-profit fraternal organization with 19th-century roots in Chicago's large Polish immigrant community. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            FILE - Then-President Donald Trump meets with Polish President Andrzej Duda in the Oval Office of the White House, June 24, 2020, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Democrats are stepping up their outreach to Polish Americans in this year's presidential election as Kamala Harris and Donald Trump vie for support from a community that could play a decisive role in razor-thin battleground state contests.
Harris hopes to capitalize on Polish Americans' historic animosity toward Russia and on Trump's hesitancy to back Ukraine during last week's debate. The Democratic vice president's team organized a national call with Polish American supporters on Wednesday to encourage local networks to hold their own events and spread the campaign's message.
Although Polish Americans are not a particularly large demographic, many of them live in the so-called "blue wall" states that are critical to victory for either candidate. There are an estimated 784,000 in Michigan, 758,000 in Pennsylvania and 481,000 in Wisconsin, three places that Harris is visiting this week. 

    


"We're talking about an election where a swing of a few thousand voters in any of those states could make all the difference," said Tom Malinowski, a Polish-born former Democratic congressman from New Jersey.




Filip Jotevski, the newly hired point person for networking with diaspora and ethnic communities, said on Wednesday's Harris organizing call that if Trump returns to power "he'll sell out Ukraine" after spending years "cozying up to Vladimir Putin."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump was originally scheduled to stop by a Polish American shrine in Pennsylvania on Sunday for the unveiling of a monument to the anticommunist Solidarity movement. However, the visit was cancelled, according to a person familiar with the Republican candidates' plans who spoke on the condition of anonymity. Trump had been expected to be there at the same time as Polish President Andrzej Duda.
The Polish American community was pushed into the spotlight during the Sept. 10 debate in Philadelphia, when Trump twice refused to say whether he wanted Ukraine to win the war against Russia. 

    


"Negotiate a deal," Trump said. "Because we have to stop all of these human lives from being destroyed."
Harris fired back that if Trump had been president when the invasion took place, "Putin would be sitting in Kyiv with his eyes on the rest of Europe."
"Why don't you tell the 800,000 Polish Americans right here in Pennsylvania how quickly you would give up," she said.
Some were surprised yet pleased to hear their community mentioned on the debate stage. 
"She knew what she was talking about," said Tony Pol, a 67-year-old retired fire chief in Erie, Pennsylvania, who spent a quarter century helping run a Polish American fraternal organization. "I think that's the concern of everybody -- if Ukraine goes down, then Poland goes next, and that's very concerning."
Gosia Dodi, originally from Poland and now an American citizen living in western Michigan, said she "absolutely agrees" with Harris that Russia could target Poland if Ukraine loses. The 61-year-old described Trump's affection for Putin as "dangerous for Poland."
"I want the war over, but not the way he's saying," she said. "He thinks he can fix everything within one day or something, which is ridiculous."

    


After Poland was devastated in World War II, the country spent decades as a satellite state of the Soviet Union. A revolution ended communist rule in 1989, paving the way for the country's modern multiparty democracy. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Poland became a NATO member in 1999. Timothy L. Kuzma, a Pittsburgh resident who leads the Polish Falcons of America, a fraternal organization with 19th-century roots in Chicago's large Polish immigrant community, said his community's voters want to see a candidate that's committed to strong transatlantic bonds. 
"If either candidate doesn't give those kinds of assurances, that's problematic," he said. "The candidates, both parties, have to pledge their support to Poland, to Ukraine, to NATO and to the overall security of Eastern Europe -- and that's all of Eastern Europe -- and Europe as well."
Trump has previously suggested withdrawing the United States from NATO, which would devastate the alliance, and he's demanded that allies increase their defense spending to reduce the burden on Washington. If they didn't, Trump warned, the U.S. would not uphold its treaty obligations and "would encourage them" -- meaning Russia -- "to do whatever the hell they want."

    


Pete Alibali, 53, immigrated from Soviet-controlled Poland when he was 16, because his mother, a chemist, wanted to advance her career without becoming a communist party member.
A lifelong Democrat who now lives in Madison, Wisconsin, Alibali views Putin as a "predator and a continuation of the Soviets." Beyond his concern for his native Poland, he worries that tiny Baltic nations could also be threatened if Ukraine is defeated. 
Alibali acknowledged that many Polish Americans are conservative, growing up reading Polish newspapers, working in Polish-owned businesses, listening to Polish radio and attending their neighborhood Catholic church. He described his uncle, who lives in Chicago, as a "very rabid Trump supporter."

    


"Trump divided my family," Alibali said. 
Polish American voters have swung back and forth between Democrats and Republicans in presidential elections over the years. They supported Trump in 2016 but backed President Joe Biden in 2020. 
Malinowski said Trump's visit to the shrine "shows that he's nervous that he might be losing ground among a group of voters that he may have taken for granted." He also downplayed any suggestion of friendship between Trump and Duda, a right-wing politician who once suggested renaming a military base in his country as Fort Trump. 
"I know the Poles are nervous," he said. "The advice they're getting is, cultivate Trump just in case. They're doing it with fingers crossed."
Tom Kolano, a 55-year-old Republican in suburban Pittsburgh whose ancestors were Polish immigrants, said he's encouraged by Trump's relationship with Duda. 
"I'm not worried that President Trump will abandon Ukraine," Kolano said. "Here's one big reason -- I think Poland will have a lot to say about that."
He pointed out that Duda and his political rival, Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk, used a visit to Washington in March to press a divided Congress to break its impasse over replenishing funds for Ukraine at a critical moment in the war. 
John Laka, 66, of Appleton, Wisconsin, believes that Trump will be stronger overall on foreign policy than Harris. 
"I just don't have a lot of confidence in her as a leader or president," he said. "She's just really lacking."
Laka's parents immigrated to the United States from Poland, and he's not sure how much the country is really imperiled by Russia. 
"The threat of Putin going further is always going to be there unless there's that idea of deterrence and right now we're not deterring going anywhere," he said.
___
Megerian reported from Washington. Associated Press writer Joey Cappelletti in Lansing, Michigan, Scott Bauer from Madison, Wisconsin, and Jill Colvin from New York contributed to this report. 
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks during a campaign event, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            FILE - The polling station at the Sandy Granite View Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is shown, June 24, 2014, in Sandy, Utah. Vice President Kamala Harris is stepping up her efforts to win over voters who belong to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, enlisting prominent members of the faith to make the case in the battleground state of Arizona that Donald Trump doesn't align with the church's values. Harris' Arizona campaign on Thursday unveiled its Latter-day Saints for Harris-Walz Advisory Committee to formalize its work to engage current and former members of the church, widely known as the Mormon church. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Vice President Kamala Harris is stepping up her efforts to win over voters who belong to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, enlisting prominent members of the faith to make the case in pivotal Arizona that Donald Trump does not align with the church's values.
Her state campaign announced on Thursday an advisory committee to formalize the outreach to current and former members of the church, widely known as the Mormon church. 
With nearly 450,000 church members in Arizona, about 6% of the state's population, Latter-day Saints and former church members could prove critical in what will likely be an extremely close race. 
Latter-day Saints have traditionally voted Republican and are likely to remain part of the GOP coalition. Clustered in solidly Republican states, they have long been a major force in GOP primaries and local politics across the West, but they have not held much sway in national elections. In 2020, about 7 in 10 Mormon voters nationally supported Trump, according to AP VoteCast, while about one-quarter backed Democrat Joe Biden.

    


Core to Harris' strategy is preventing Trump from running up big margins with demographic groups that favor him. While she is unlikely to win anything close to a majority of Latter-day Saints, picking up a small share of their votes would make a big difference in a state with a recent history of tight elections. Biden won by just under 10,500 votes in 2020. Democratic Attorney General Kris Mayes won by just 280 in 2022.




Latter-day Saints supporting Harris in Arizona make a faith-based appeal for backing the Democratic ticket despite any reservations, pointing to church teaching that the U.S. Constitution is divinely inspired.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The Constitution is a tenet of our faith, and we certainly shouldn't be voting for people who have shown a disdain for it," said Joel John, a former Republican state lawmaker who will serve as a co-chair of the committee. "And we certainly shouldn't be supporting someone who tried to overthrow it on Jan. 6."

    


The Salt Lake City-based church does not endorse candidates or political parties, but John said Latter-day Saints are encouraged to elect politicians who are "good, honest and wise." He said those are moral traits that Trump lacks and that transcend any policy differences they might have with Harris, such as her economic plans or position on gun rights. 
While many conservative-leaning religious voters warmed to him long ago, Trump has struggled to win over Latter-day Saints. For many members of the church, Trump's penchant for foul language and demeaning rhetoric toward women and people of color clashes with the church's values of humility, morality and compassion. 
It has not helped that Trump has feuded with U.S. Sen. Mitt Romney, R-Utah, among the best known members of the church, and former U.S. Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz.
In Arizona, Latter-day Saints make up an outsize share of the population in metro Phoenix's East Valley, a suburban area where ticket-splitting voters have rejected Trump-backed Republicans, helping to push a reliable GOP state into a battleground. Mesa, Arizona's third-largest city with more than 500,000 people, traces its modern history to a settlement founded by pioneers from the faith in the 1800s.

    


Church members also settled in swaths of rural Arizona and their descendants remain deeply rooted there. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Democratic efforts to woo Latter-day Saints are not new. Hillary Clinton in 2016 drew parallels between Trump's pledge to stop Muslim immigration and the history of religious persecution against Latter-day Saints. Biden went further four years later, investing in organizing church members as Harris is trying to do now. 
The "social expectation" for members of the faith to align with conservatives is strong, but Harris has an opening in particular to win over younger Latter-day Saints, who, like the country at large, are more diverse, said Brittany Romanello, an anthropologist and post-doctoral fellow at Arizona State University. Her research includes culture and identity of Latter-day Saints. 
"Mormons have been shown to have this attitude that they aren't just voting based on party affiliation only," said Romanello, who was raised in the church but is no longer practicing. "They're voting based on morals."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- An Alaska man accused of sending graphic threats to injure and kill six Supreme Court justices and some of their family members has been indicted on federal charges, authorities said Thursday.
Panos Anastasiou, 76, is accused of sending more than 465 messages through a public court website, including graphic threats of assassination and torture coupled with racist and homophobic rhetoric.
The indictment does not specify which justices Anastasiou targeted, but Attorney General Merrick Garland said he made the graphic threats as retaliation for decisions he disagreed with. 
"Our democracy depends on the ability of public officials to do their jobs without fearing for their lives or the safety of their families," he said.
Prosecutors said in an indictment filed Wednesday that the messages were sent between March and mid-July in 2023. Anastasiou has been charged with 22 counts, including nine counts of making threats against a federal judge and 13 counts of making threats in interstate commerce.

    


Anastasiou was arrested Wednesday in Anchorage. An attorney listed for him in court records did not immediately return a message seeking comment, and publicly listed phone numbers for Anastasiou were disconnected.




He faces a maximum of 10 years in prison for each count of making threats against a federal judge and up to five years for each count of making threats in interstate commerce if convicted.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Threats targeting federal judges overall have more than doubled in recent years amid a surge of similar violent messages directed at public officials around the country, the U.S. Marshals Service previously said.
In 2022, shortly after the leak of a draft opinion overturning Roe v. Wade, a man was stopped near the home of Justice Brett Kavanaugh with weapons and zip ties.
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            Walkie-talkies and solar equipment exploded in Beirut and other parts of Lebanon on Wednesday in an apparent second wave of attacks targeting devices a day after pagers used by Hezbollah blew up, state media and officials for the militant group said.


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 10 | 
            Israelis take cover next to a shelter as a siren sounds a warning of incoming rockets fired from Lebanon, in Nahariya, northern Israel, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            A poster of Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah is placed on flowers in front of the Lebanese Embassy in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            This video grab, shows a walkie-talkie that was exploded inside a house, in Baalbek, east Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A poster of Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah is placed next to bouquets of flowers and Lebanese flag in front of the Lebanese Embassy in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Lebanese army soldiers sit on their armoured vehicle as mourners carry the coffin of Mohammed Mahdi, son of Hezbollah legislator Ali Ammar, who was killed Tuesday after his handheld pager exploded, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah fighters salute as they stand next to the coffins of four victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            This photo shows a sign featuring the names of several companies on the door of a house where a Hungarian company that allegedly manufactured pagers that exploded in Lebanon and Syria is headquartered in Budapest, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Denes Erdos)
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            Smoke rises in northern Israel following a rocket strike from Lebanon, Thursday, Sept. 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Baz Ratner)
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            A poster of Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah is placed on flowers in front of the Lebanese Embassy in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            This video grab, shows a walkie-talkie that was exploded inside a house, in Baalbek, east Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo)
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            A poster of Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah is placed next to bouquets of flowers and Lebanese flag in front of the Lebanese Embassy in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            Lebanese army soldiers sit on their armoured vehicle as mourners carry the coffin of Mohammed Mahdi, son of Hezbollah legislator Ali Ammar, who was killed Tuesday after his handheld pager exploded, in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            Hezbollah fighters salute as they stand next to the coffins of four victims who were killed Tuesday after their handheld pagers exploded, during their funeral procession in the southern suburb of Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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                                        The leader of Lebanon's Hezbollah is promising to retaliate for deadly attacks on its communication devices after Israel's defense minister announced a "new phase" of the war.
Hezbollah and the Israeli military traded new strikes over the border on Thursday. Fears are increasing that 11 months of exchanges of fire between the two sides will escalate into all-out war.
Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah's leader, said Israel crossed a "red line" this week after bombings widely blamed on Israel in which hundreds of pagers and walkie-talkies used by Hezbollah were remotely detonated in Lebanon and Syria. 
Hezbollah began striking Israel almost immediately after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack that sparked the Israel-Hamas war. They have come close to a full-blown war on several occasions.
Gaza's Health Ministry says more than 41,000 Palestinians have been killed in the territory since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack. The ministry does not differentiate between fighters and civilians in its count but says a little over half of those killed were women and children. Israel says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.

    


Here's the latest:




Israel's defense minister says the goal is for Israelis to be able to return home 
JERUSALEM -- Israel's defense minister said Thursday that Hezbollah "will pay an increasing price" as Israel seeks to make conditions near its border with Lebanon safe enough for residents to return to their homes.
Yoav Gallant's comments came as Israel and Hezbollah exchanged strikes and the group's leader, Hassan Nasrallah, vowed retaliation against Israel for a mass bombing attack in Lebanon.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our goal is to ensure the safe return of Israel's northern communities to their homes. As time goes by, Hezbollah will pay an increasing price," said Gallant. "The sequence of our military actions will continue."
Hezbollah's leader says attack on communications devices was a `severe blow'
The leader of Hezbollah on Thursday said this week's deadly attack on the Lebanon-based militant group's communications devices was a "severe blow" that crossed a "red line."

    


Hassan Nasrallah said the group is investigating how the two-day attack, which killed more than 30, wounded thousands and was widely believed to be carried out by Israel.
"Yes, we were subjected to a huge and severe blow," Nasrallah said. "The enemy crossed all boundaries and red lines," he added.
As usual, Nasrallah spoke by video from an undisclosed location. Hezbollah typically convenes a rally for supporters to watch his speeches on a big screen, but this time they did not.
French President Emmanuel Macron expresses deep concern about the escalation
PARIS -- French President Emmanuel Macron has expressed "deepest concern" that unprecedented bombings in Lebanon, which detonated hundreds of pagers and walkie-talkies used by Hezbollah, will contribute to "a dangerous escalation of tensions in the region," according to a statement from the French presidency Thursday.
Macron's comments come after the French leader, who aims to keep France as an important diplomatic player in Lebanon, spoke on the phone with the country's top political and military officials.
The French president urged them to "act responsibly in order to avoid an escalation." He also asked them to "send messages of restraint to all Lebanese parties, starting with Hezbollah," the statement added. Macron will speak about the dangers of an escalation with the Israeli prime minister, the statement also said, adding that "All parties must act to avoid war."

    


US urges American citizens in Lebanon to keep a low profile
WASHINGTON --The State Department is urging U.S. citizens in Lebanon to maintain a low profile and review their security awareness following a spate of explosions of pagers and walkie-talkies that targeted members of the militant group Hezbollah.
In alerts sent to the American community in Lebanon on Tuesday and Wednesday, the U.S. Embassy in Beirut repeated existing advice to consider leaving the country and reiterated the State Department's warning against all travel to the country.
State Department and White House officials say there are long-standing contingency plans for the potential evacuation of Americans in Lebanon but that they have no information to suggest that those will become operational anytime soon.
"We have evacuation plans available for places all over the world," National Security Council spokesman John Kirby told reporters on Wednesday. "But I wouldn't lead that to believe that we're in a moment now where we think we need to imminently call for that or act on that right now."

    


Previous evacuations of Americans from Lebanon have included the use of military assets but have relied mainly on chartered ferries from Beirut to Cyprus. 
There are tens of thousands of Americans living in and visiting Lebanon at any one time, the vast majority of whom are dual U.S.-Lebanon citizens.
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez calls for restraint after receiving the Palestinian President in Madrid
MADRID --Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez has called for restraint following the wave of explosives attacks in the Middle East, after he received the Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in Madrid.
"Today the risk of escalation has again dangerously increased. President Abbas and I have been talking about it in Lebanon, so we have to make a new and strong call for restraint, for de-escalation, for peaceful coexistence between countries. In short, to peace," said Sanchez after a 45-minute meeting with Abbas.

    


This was the first meeting between the leaders since Spain recognized Palestine as a state on May 28, in a coordinated action with Ireland and Norway. Sanchez mentioned the strong importance that his government gave to the advisory opinion given by the International Court of Justice, which established the illegality of the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territories.
Abbas, for his part, called for a Middle East Peace Conference to be held in Madrid, like the one that took place 33 years ago in the Spanish capital.
Second day of device explosions in Lebanon killed 25 people and wounded more than 600 others
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's health minister says 25 people were killed and more than 600 wounded during the second day of exploding device attacks that were blamed on Israel.
Firass Abiad told reporters on Thursday that the injuries were more severe in Wednesday's attack, since the walkie-talkies that exploded then were bigger than the pagers used a day earlier.
Of the 608 people wounded on Wednesday, 61 remain in intensive care, Abiad said, adding that 141 surgeries were performed.
The number of dead in the first day of attacks, on Tuesday, remained 12, the minister said, noting that more than 1,300 people suffered injuries ranging from mid-level to severe. Abiad said 226 people wounded on Tuesday remain in intensive care and 955 operations have been performed.
The latest death toll raises the number of people killed by exploding devices to 37 since Tuesday, while the number of injured is above 3,000.
Many of those killed and wounded were members of the militant Hezbollah group.
Iranian ambassador injured in Lebanon device attack is transferred to Tehran
TEHRAN, Iran -- The Iranian ambassador to Lebanon, who was injured in the exploding device attacks this week, has been transferred to Tehran, the Iranian Embassy said Thursday.
Ambassador Mojtaba Amani's general health is "very good," the embassy said in a statement. Amani along with some 90 injured Lebanese citizens were transferred to Tehran on Wednesday night, it added.
Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi visited Amani in a Tehran hospital, state media reported.
Iran is the main supporter of Hezbollah, the militant Lebanese group that Israel sees it as its most direct threat. Many of the group's fighters were killed and injured in the explosions on Tuesday and Wednesday.
Turkish foreign minister alleges that exploding device attacks are Israeli strategy to expand war to Lebanon
ANKARA, Turkey -- Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan has described the waves of exploding communication devices as a strategy by Israel to expand the war in Gaza to Lebanon.
Fidan, in an interview with the state-run Anadolu Agency on Thursday, also voiced concerns over a wider regional conflict.
"We have seen that (Israel) has, step by step, started to escalate (the conflict) toward Lebanon," he said.
Pagers and walkie-talkies used mainly by members of the militant Hezbollah group exploded in different parts of Lebanon over the past two days, killing killing dozens and wounding 3,000 people.
"The escalation in the region is really worrying," Fidan said. "We have reached the point where these operations being carried out by Israel are increasingly turning more provocative and in return, Hezbollah, Iran and other elements that are close to them are being faced with no other option than to respond."
Hezbollah says it struck military positions in northern Israel, wounding at least 8 people
JERUSALEM -- Hezbollah has struck what it says are military positions in northern Israel as part of its ongoing attacks in support of the Palestinians in Gaza, wounding at least eight people.
The militant group has vowed to continue such operations after several of its members were killed and thousands wounded when their personal devices exploded, in what appeared to be a sophisticated attack by Israel.
Hezbollah claimed to have struck three military positions near the border on Thursday, two of them with armed drones. The Israeli military said the drones crashed near communities and did not report any casualties.
Sharon Koren, a spokesperson for Ziv Hospital, said two people were undergoing orthopedic surgery and four were lightly wounded in the attacks. Avi Weissman, the deputy director of Rambam Hospital, said one person was undergoing surgery and another was in moderate condition.
Hezbollah began striking northern Israel shortly after Hamas' Oct. 7 surprise attack ignited the war in Gaza. Hezbollah and Hamas are both close allies of Iran.
Israel has responded to the near-daily fire with escalating strikes of its own and in recent days has warned of a wider military operation.
The military said early Thursday that it had struck several militant sites in southern Lebanon overnight.
Israeli strikes kill at least 10 in Gaza, including 3 women and 3 children
KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip -- Israeli strikes have killed at least 10 people in the Gaza Strip, including three women and three children.
They were laid to rest Thursday after the overnight strikes in the southern cities of Rafah and Khan Younis. Records at Nasser Hospital in Khan Younis confirmed the toll and an Associated Press reporter counted the bodies.
Mohammed Abu Huweij said his wife and three children were killed while he was out getting food.
"The eldest, Mira, was 8 years old and the youngest was 9 months. What did they do?" he said. "I left, and when I came back my entire family had been martyred."
Israel says it only targets militants and tries to avoid harming civilians in its nearly yearlong campaign against Hamas, which operates in residential areas. The military rarely comments on individual strikes, which often kill women and children.
The war began after Hamas launched a surprise attack into Israel on Oct. 7 in which Palestinian militants killed some 1,200 people and took around 250 hostage.
Israel's offensive has killed over 41,000 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry. It does not say how many were fighters, but says a little over half were women and children. Israel says it has killed over 17,000 militants, without providing evidence.
Lebanon bans pagers and walkie-talkies on all flights departing from Beirut airport
BEIRUT -- Lebanon's civil aviation authorities have banned pagers and walkie-talkies on all airplanes departing from Beirut's Rafik Hariri International Airport.
The measure announced Thursday comes after such devices, mainly used by members of the militant Hezbollah group, exploded in different parts of Lebanon, killing dozens and wounding 3,000 people over the past two days.
The authorities called on all airline companies to inform passengers using the airport that carrying pagers and walkie-talkies onto jets is banned "until further notice." It added that authorities will confiscate such devices found with passengers.
Israeli citizen indicted for involvement in Iranian assassination plot, Israeli security officials say
JERUSALEM -- Israeli security officials say an Israeli citizen has been indicted for involvement in an Iranian assassination plot against top Israeli leaders, including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
A statement from the Shin Bet internal security agency on Thursday said that the citizen was recruited by Iranian intelligence to "carry out terrorist activities" on Israeli soil and "promote assassination attacks" on Netanyahu, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant and the head of the Shin Bet, Ronen Bar.
It was unclear how far the alleged plot had advanced. The statement did not say whether the Israeli had obtained a weapon or developed a concrete plan.
The statement said the Israeli had traveled to Iran twice -- once in August following the assassination of top Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in an explosion in Iran's capital that was widely blamed on Israel. Israel has not said whether it was involved.
The Shin Bet said the assassination plot was an attempt by Iran to follow through on its pledge to avenge his death.
The statement said the Israeli was paid 5,000 euros ($5,575.60) but had demanded a million dollars before doing anything. The Iranians refused the demand but said they would be in touch, according to the Shin Bet.
Bulgaria rejects claims that exploding devices were shipped through its territory
SOFIA, Bulgaria -- Bulgarian authorities rejected claims that exploding devices have been shipped through the territory of the Balkan country.
"No customs operations with communication equipment (pagers) have been carried out through the territory of Bulgaria," the state agency for national security said in a statement on Thursday.
It came in response to media reports alleging that a company registered in Bulgaria had supplied the Lebanese organization Hezbollah with the devices, which later exploded in Lebanon and Syria.
The statement added that the agency was carrying out joint checks with the National Revenue Agency and the Ministry of Interior over the alleged involvement of a Bulgarian-registered company in the supply of communications equipment to Hezbollah.
The Sofia-based company Norta Global Ltd., owned by a Norwegian citizen, has been linked by Hungarian media to the sale of the devices that exploded in Lebanon.
Norta Global Ltd. was registered in April 2022 as a project management company, but there is no data available that they produce anything, and there are no records available about their financial operations. It is registered at the same address in downtown Sofia as 196 other companies.
Japanese electronics company says walkie-talkie with its logo reportedly used in explosive attacks against Hezbollah was discontinued 10 years ago
TOKYO -- Japanese wireless communication equipment-maker Icom says it cannot confirm whether a walkie-talkie used in the explosive attacks against Hezbollah was related to the company, noting that the production and sales of that device and its battery were discontinued about a decade ago.
The Osaka-based Icom was responding Thursday to a report that said one of the walkie-talkies used in the attacks a day earlier had a sticker with the company's logo. Icom also noted that the device in question did not have an anti-counterfeit hologram sticker, which all authentic Icom products should be carrying.
Company executive Yoshiki Enomoto told Japanese television NTV he was "surprised" by the news. He said the company could not confirm if the unit in question was Icom-made.
"This specific device had a lot of fake copies out in the market," he said, adding that company officials could only determine its authenticity if they see its circuits.
Icom said the wireless radio unit IC-V82 was once manufactured for export including to the Middle East from 2004 to October 2014. But the production and shipment of its main unit ended about 10 years ago and batteries for the main units have also been discontinued.
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                    British Prime Minister Keir Starmer speaks to members of the media in Rome, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (Phil Noble/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Less than three months after he was elected on a promise to restore trust in politics, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer is trying to shake off criticism over donations from a wealthy businessman and the hefty salary of his most senior aide.
The Labour Party leader, who won power in a landslide victory on July 4, denies impropriety over thousands of pounds (dollars) worth of clothes and eyeglasses paid for by Waheed Alli, a media entrepreneur and longtime Labour donor.
Starmer is also facing grumbling among his own employees over the salary of chief of staff Sue Gray. The BBC disclosed that she is paid 170,000 pounds ($225,000) a year -- about 3,000 pounds more than the prime minister's salary.
Gray's salary is at the top of a set of pay bands for political advisers, which have been raised since the election. The government said it did not interfere in setting the pay scale.

    


"The pay bands for any official, any adviser, are not set by politicians. There's an official process that does that," Business Secretary Jonathan Reynolds said Thursday.
In recent days British media have been full of largely anonymous grumbling from government officials about Gray, a former senior civil servant best known for leading an investigation into lockdown-breaching parties in government buildings during the COVID-19 pandemic.




Gray's findings helped topple Conservative Prime Minister Boris Johnson, and her subsequent move to work for Starmer led the Conservatives to claim the "partygate" probe was politically biased, something Gray denies.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Labour claims the leak of Gray's salary and the donation revelations -- branded "frockgate" in the press after dresses bought for the prime minister's wife, Victoria Starmer -- is being whipped up by the Conservatives and their media supporters to tarnish the government.
Lawmakers are allowed to accept gifts but have to declare donations and extra-parliamentary income within 28 days. Starmer missed the four-week deadline to declare the donations of clothes and a personal shopper for his wife from Alli. He says the delay was due to his staff seeking advice on exactly what needed to be declared.

    


"I'm very consistent with following the rules," Starmer said this week. He rejected suggestions that prime ministers should get a wardrobe budget, saying taxpayers should not have to pay for politicians' clothes.
Starmer dismissed claims of dissent among his staff about Gray and her salary, insisting he's "completely in control."
"I'm focused and every day the message from me to the team is exactly the same, which is we have to deliver," he told the BBC on Thursday. ""We were elected on a big mandate to deliver change, I am determined that we are going to do that."
The scale of the freebies accepted by Starmer has raised eyebrows even among supporters. Sky News reported that Starmer has declared "gifts, benefits and hospitality" worth more than 100,000 pounds since December 2019, more than any other lawmaker.
The donations include thousands of pounds' worth of tickets for Premier League games involving Starmer's beloved team Arsenal.

    


"I'm a massive Arsenal fan," Starmer told reporters during a trip to Rome this week. "I can't go into the stands because of security reasons. Therefore, if I don't accept a gift of hospitality I can't go to a game. You could say, 'Well bad luck.' ... But, you know, never going to an Arsenal game again because I can't accept hospitality is pushing it a bit far."
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            A U.S. Coast Guard hearing into the catastrophic implosion of a tourist sub en route to the Titanic wreck has released underwater footage of the stricken experimental vessel in which five people died. (AP Video produced by Rodrique Ngowi.)
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            This June 2023 United States Coast Guard still frame from video provided by Pelagic Research Services, shows remains of the Titan submersible, center, on the floor of the Atlantic Ocean. (U.S. Coast Guard Video courtesy Pelagic Research Services via AP)
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            This June 2023 image provided by Pelagic Research Services shows remains of the Titan submersible on the floor of the Atlantic Ocean. (Pelagic Research Services via AP)
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            In a still from from a video animation provided by the United States Coast Guard an illustration of the Titan submersible, right, is shown near the ocean floor of the Atlantic Ocean, as June 18, 2023 communications between the submersible and the support vessel Polar Prince, not shown, are represented at left. (United States Coast Guard via AP)
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            FILE - Debris from the Titan submersible, recovered from the ocean floor near the wreck of the Titanic, is unloaded from the ship Horizon Arctic at the Canadian Coast Guard pier in St. John's, Newfoundland, June 28, 2023. (Paul Daly/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            This June 2023 United States Coast Guard still frame from video provided by Pelagic Research Services, shows remains of the Titan submersible, center, on the floor of the Atlantic Ocean. (U.S. Coast Guard Video courtesy Pelagic Research Services via AP)
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            This June 2023 image provided by Pelagic Research Services shows remains of the Titan submersible on the floor of the Atlantic Ocean. (Pelagic Research Services via AP)
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            FILE - Debris from the Titan submersible, recovered from the ocean floor near the wreck of the Titanic, is unloaded from the ship Horizon Arctic at the Canadian Coast Guard pier in St. John's, Newfoundland, June 28, 2023. (Paul Daly/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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                                        A mission specialist for the company that owned the Titan submersible that imploded last year told the U.S. Coast Guard on Thursday that the firm was staffed by competent people who wanted to "make dreams come true."

Renata Rojas was the latest person to testify who was connected to Titan owner OceanGate. An investigatory panel had previously listened to two days of testimony that raised questions about the company's operations before the doomed mission. OceanGate co-founder Stockton Rush was among five people who died when the submersible imploded en route to the site of the Titanic wreck in June 2023.

Rojas' testimony struck a different tone than some of the earlier witnesses, who described the company as troubled from the top down and focused more on profit than science or safety.

"I was learning a lot and working with amazing people," Rojas said. "Some of those people are very hardworking individuals that were just trying to make dreams come true."





    



Rojas also said she felt the company was sufficiently transparent during the run-up to the Titanic dive. Her testimony was emotional at times, with the Coast Guard panel proposing a brief break at one point so she could collect herself.

Rojas is a member of the Explorers Club, which lost members Hamish Harding and Paul-Henri Nargeolet in the Titan implosion. The club described Rush as "a friend of The Explorers Club" after the implosion.

"I knew what I was doing was very risky. I never at any point felt unsafe by the operation," Rojas said in testimony Thursday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Earlier this month, the Coast Guard opened a public hearing that is part of a high-level investigation into the cause of the implosion. The public hearing began on Sept. 16 and some of the testimony has focused on problems the company had prior to the fatal 2023 dive.

Investigators also released underwater footage of the submersible wreck. The footage shows the submersible's tail cone and other debris on the ocean floor.

    



During the hearing, former OceanGate operations director David Lochridge said Tuesday he frequently clashed with Rush and felt the company was committed only to making money.

"The whole idea behind the company was to make money," Lochridge testified. "There was very little in the way of science."

Also expected to testify on Thursday is former OceanGate scientific director Steven Ross. The hearing is expected to run through Friday with more witnesses still to come and resume next week.

Lochridge and other witnesses have painted a picture of a company led by people who were impatient to get the unconventionally designed craft into the water. The deadly accident set off a worldwide debate about the future of private undersea exploration.

Coast Guard officials noted at the start of the hearing that the submersible had not been independently reviewed, as is standard practice. That and Titan's unusual design subjected it to scrutiny in the undersea exploration community.

OceanGate, based in Washington state, suspended its operations after the implosion. The company has no full-time employees currently, but has been represented by an attorney during the hearing. 

During the submersible's final dive on June 18, 2023, the crew lost contact after an exchange of texts about the Titan's depth and weight as it descended. The support ship Polar Prince then sent repeated messages asking if the Titan could still see the ship on its onboard display.

One of the last messages from Titan's crew to Polar Prince before the submersible imploded stated, "all good here," according to a visual recreation presented earlier in the hearing.

When the submersible was reported missing, rescuers rushed ships, planes and other equipment to an area about 435 miles (700 kilometers) south of St. John's, Newfoundland. Four days later, wreckage of the Titan was found on the ocean floor about 330 yards (300 meters) off the bow of the Titanic, Coast Guard officials said.

No one on board survived. Shahzada Dawood and his son Suleman were the other two people killed in the implosion.

OceanGate said it has been fully cooperating with the Coast Guard and NTSB investigations since they began. The Titan had been making voyages to the Titanic wreckage site going back to 2021.
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            FILE - South Central District Judge Bruce Romanick listens to arguments by attorneys during a hearing, Tuesday, July 23, 2024, in Bismarck, N.D., regarding a lawsuit that seeks to challenge North Dakota's abortion laws. (Brad Nygaard/The Bismarck Tribune via AP, File)
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            FILE - The Red River Women's Clinic in Moorhead, Minn., is seen Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Dura, File)
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            FILE - South Central District Judge Bruce Romanick listens to arguments by attorneys during a hearing, Tuesday, July 23, 2024, in Bismarck, N.D., regarding a lawsuit that seeks to challenge North Dakota's abortion laws. (Brad Nygaard/The Bismarck Tribune via AP, File)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 2

                                    
                                    FILE - The Red River Women's Clinic in Moorhead, Minn., is seen Aug. 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Jack Dura, File)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JACK DURA

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- The state of North Dakota is asking a judge to pause his ruling from last week that struck down the state's abortion ban until the state Supreme Court rules on a planned appeal.
The state's motion to stay a pending appeal was filed Wednesday. State District Judge Bruce Romanick ruled last week that North Dakota's abortion ban "is unconstitutionally void for vagueness," and that pregnant women in the state have a fundamental right to abortion before viability under the state constitution.
Attorneys for the state said "a stay is warranted until a decision and mandate has been issued by the North Dakota Supreme Court from the appeal that the State will be promptly pursuing. Simply, this case presents serious, difficult and new legal issues."
In 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, which established a constitutional right to an abortion. Soon afterward, the only abortion clinic in North Dakota moved from Fargo to neighboring Moorhead, Minnesota, and challenged North Dakota's since-repealed trigger ban outlawing most abortions. 

    


In 2023, North Dakota's Republican-controlled Legislature revised the state's abortion laws amid the ongoing lawsuit. The amended ban outlawed performance of all abortions as a felony crime but for procedures to prevent a pregnant woman's death or a "serious health risk" to her, and in cases of rape or incest but only up to six weeks. The law took effect in April 2023.




The Red River Women's Clinic, joined by several doctors, then challenged that law as unconstitutionally vague for doctors and its health exception as too narrow. In court in July, about a month before a scheduled trial, the state asked the judge to throw out the lawsuit, while the plaintiffs asked him to let the August trial proceed. He canceled the trial and later found the law unconstitutional, but has yet to issue a final judgment.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In an interview Tuesday, Center for Reproductive Rights Senior Counsel Marc Hearron said the plaintiffs would oppose any stay.

    


"Look, they don't have to appeal, and they also don't have to seek a stay because, like I said, this decision is not leading any time soon to clinics reopening across the state," he said. "We're talking about standard-of-care, necessary, time-sensitive health care, abortion care generally provided in hospitals or by maternal-fetal medicine specialists, and for the state to seek a stay or to appeal a ruling that allows those physicians just to practice medicine I think is shameful."
Republican state Sen. Janne Myrdal, who introduced the 2023 bill, said she's confident the state Supreme Court will overturn the judge's ruling. She called the decision one of the poorest legal decisions she has read.
"I challenge anybody to go through his opinion and find anything but 'personal opinions,'" she said Monday.
In his ruling, Romanick said, "The Court is left to craft findings and conclusions on an issue of vital public importance when the longstanding precedent on that issue no longer exists federally, and much of the North Dakota precedent on that issue relied on the federal precedent now upended -- with relatively no idea how the appellate court in this state will address the issue."
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Members of a U.S. Senate committee looking into the bankruptcy of Steward Health Care adopted two resolutions Thursday designed to hold CEO Ralph de la Torre in contempt -- one for civil enforcement and another for criminal contempt -- for not testifying before the panel.
The votes come after de la Torre refused to attend a committee hearing last week despite being issued a subpoena. Both resolutions will be sent to the full Senate for consideration. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, a Vermont independent and chair of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, said de la Torre's decision to defy the subpoena gave the committee little choice but to seek contempt charges.
"For months, this committee has invited Dr. de la Torre to testify about the financial mismanagement and what occurred at Steward Health Care," Sanders said at Thursday's hearing. "Time after time he has arrogantly refused to appear."

    


In a letter sent to the committee Wednesday, Alexander Merton, an attorney for de la Torre, said the committee's request to have him testify would violate his Fifth Amendment rights.




The Constitution protects de la Torre from being compelled by the government to provide sworn testimony intended to frame him "as a criminal scapegoat for the systemic failures in Massachusetts' health care system," Merton wrote, adding that de la Torre would agree to testify at a later date.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Our concerns that the Hearing would be used to ambush Dr. de la Torre in a pseudo-criminal proceeding were on full display last week, with the Committee soliciting testimony from witnesses calling Dr. de la Torre and Steward executives 'health care terrorists' and advocating for Dr. de la Torre's imprisonment," Merton added.
The resolution for civil enforcement of the subpoena instructs the Senate legal counsel to bring a lawsuit in the District Court for the District of Columbia to require de la Torre's testimony before the committee.

    


The criminal contempt resolution would refer the matter to the U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia to criminally prosecute de la Torre for failing to comply with the subpoena. 
"Even though Dr. de la Torre may be worth hundreds of millions of dollars. Even though he may be able to own fancy yachts and private jets and luxurious accommodations around the world. Even though he may be able to afford some of the most expensive lawyers in America, Dr. de la Torre is not above the law," Sanders said.
Texas-based Steward, which operates about 30 hospitals nationwide, filed for bankruptcy in May,
Steward has been working to sell a half-dozen hospitals in Massachusetts but received inadequate bids for two other hospitals, Carney Hospital in Boston and Nashoba Valley Medical Center in the town of Ayer, both of which have closed as a result. 
A federal bankruptcy court this month approved the sale of Steward's other Massachusetts hospitals.
Steward has also shut down pediatric wards in Massachusetts and Louisiana, closed neonatal units in Florida and Texas, and eliminated maternity services at a hospital in Florida.

    


At the same time, de la Torre has reaped hundreds of millions of dollars personally and bought a $40 million yacht and a $15 million luxury fishing boat, Sanders said.
Ellen MacInnis, a nurse at St. Elizabeth's Medical Center in Boston, testified before the committee last week that under Steward management, patients were subjected to preventable harm and even death, particularly in understaffed emergency departments.
She also said there was a time when Steward failed to pay a vendor who supplied bereavement boxes for the remains of newborn babies who had died and had to be transported to the morgue.
"Nurses were forced to put babies' remains in cardboard shipping boxes," she said. "These nurses put their own money together and went to Amazon and bought the bereavement boxes."
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                                        BERLIN, Vt. (AP) -- This fall, hundreds of the most vulnerable people experiencing homelessness in Vermont must leave state-funded motel rooms where they've been living as the state winds down its pandemic-era motel voucher program. The move is prompting outcry from municipal leaders and advocates who say many don't have a place to go.
The biggest exodus -- about 230 households -- is expected Thursday when they reach a new 80-day limit stay in the motel rooms that the Legislature imposed starting in July. Those affected include families, people with disabilities, older individuals, those who are pregnant, and people who have experienced domestic violence or a natural disaster such as a fire or a flood.
A new 1,110-room cap on the number of motel rooms the state can use to house those people in the warmer months from April through November also kicked in Sunday. Some households who still haven't used up their 80 days have been denied rooms because there's no space, advocates say. 

    


In the central Vermont area of the cities of Montpelier and Barre, around 100 to 140 families will be leaving motels this fall. The state estimates that about 1,000 households will be out of motels statewide, said Jen Armbrister, outreach case manager for the Good Samaritan Haven in Barre. 




Shelters in the area are consistently full and advocates are racing to find housing in a state with a housing crisis that had the second highest per capita rate of homelessness in the country in 2023, according to an assessment from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I can't tell you how many families I've sat down with and said I really pray that I would never have to have this conversation with you but we don't have any solutions," Armbrister said. She's had to tell them that if they don't have somewhere to go, the best she's able to do is put them on a list to get a tent and sleeping bags. But there's nowhere nearby to camp. 

    


The households will be eligible for motel housing again on Dec. 1 as winter sets in. But until then, some don't know where they will live.
Nova and Bruce Jewett must leave the Hilltop Inn in Berlin on Oct. 1. Bruce Jewett, 63, is a disabled veteran who has cancer and can't camp because of a back injury. 
The couple have been looking for housing but say there's none available. They're always put on hold, or told that someone else is looking at a place or that it's been rented, he said. 
"It bothers me because I'm a veteran and I don't believe that veterans should be having to deal with this," he said. 
Heidi Wright, 50, must leave the Budget Inn in Barre on Sept. 28. She has seizures, as well as depression, anxiety and emphysema, and she said doctors have talked about putting in a pacemaker. 
"My hands are tied ... and I don't know what I'm going to do," she said. 
People are getting desperate, said Armbrister, who met with Wright on Wednesday and told her she would do everything she can to keep her housed. 
"There's no solutions. We're meeting as much as we possibly can with different organizations, and teams to try to figure this out but nothing's come up yet for a solution," Armbrister said. "It's really super sad. It's traumatic."

    


On Wednesday, leaders from more than a dozen Vermont cities and towns said they are overwhelmed by the growing rate of homelessness in their communities and called on state government to do more to address the issue and problems associated with it. 
"Our first responders can't keep up with the calls, our residents are reluctant to use public spaces, our limited staff are cleaning up unsanitary messes, volunteers are exhausted, and our nonprofit partners are at a break point," said Winooski Mayor Kristine Lott. 
The state has been attempting to wean itself off the hotel-motel program for several years now without much success, Republican Gov. Phil Scott said at his weekly news conference on Wednesday. 
"It's just not sustainable on a long-term basis," he said. "It's a difficult situation. (I) understand the point of view of the municipalities as well, but we don't have the resources either and so we're in the position we're at," Scott said.

    


The long-term approach is trying to establish more shelters, he said, although he added that when the state set up emergency shelters last spring during another reduction to the motel program, few people used them. 
While Vermont is working to create more housing, it can't come soon enough. 
A shortage of apartments for rent in Vermont contributed to a tripling of the number of Vermonters experiencing homelessness between 2019 and 2023, according to a recent state housing report. City and town leaders say the number of people experiencing homelessness is more than 3,400, up from the 1,100 the state reported in 2020. 
Vermont has a rental vacancy rate of just 3% statewide, and it's an estimated 1% in Chittenden County, which includes Vermont's largest city of Burlington and is the state's most populous county.

    


To meet demand, house people experiencing homelessness, normalize vacancy rates and replace homes lost through flooding and other causes, the state will need to create 24,000 to 36,000 homes between 2025 and 2029, according to the most recent Vermont Housing Needs Assessment.
Much of the Agency of Human Services staff effort goes into helping people find housing but the state doesn't have enough units, said Agency Secretary Jenney Samuelson. 
"While we can't afford this program, what we really need to be focused on is building housing units that the individuals we serve can afford and expanding that significantly," she said. 
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                                        TUNIS, Tunisia (AP) -- One of the candidates challenging Tunisian President Kais Saied in the country's presidential election next month has been sentenced to prison on fraud charges that his attorney decried as politically motivated.
Two weeks after his arrest, a court in the city of Jendouba handed down a 20-month sentence for Ayachi Zammel on Wednesday evening, after convicting him of falsifying the signatures he gathered to file the candidacy papers needed to run for president. Zammel faces more than 20 charges in jurisdictions throughout Tunisia, including four that will be heard on Thursday.
The little-known businessman and head of Tunisia's Azimoun party is one of two candidates challenging Saied in the North African nation's Oct. 6 election.
His attorney Abdessattar Messaoudi said Zammel planned to conduct his campaign from behind bars.

    


"This is no surprise. We expected such a ruling given the harassment he has been subjected to since announcing his candidacy," Messaoudi told The Associated Press.
Zammel is among a long list of Saied's opponents who have faced criminal charges and prosecution in the volatile period leading up to October's election. In July, a court sentenced presidential candidate Lotfi Mraihi to eight months in prison on vote buying charges and banned him from politics. Last month, courts sentenced two candidates -- Nizar Chaari and Karim Gharbi -- on similar signature fraud charges.




After a court required Tunisia's election authority to reinstate three candidates who had been ruled ineligible to run, one of them -- Abdellatif El Mekki -- was arrested on charges that stemmed from a 2014 murder investigation that critics have called politically motivated.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Saied's two most prominent critics, the right-wing Free Destourian Party's Abir Moussi and the Islamist party Ennahda's Rached Ghannouchi, have also been in prison since last year.
Civil liberty advocates have decried the crackdown as a symptom of Tunisia's democratic backslide. Amnesty International this week called it "a clear pre-election assault on the pillars of human rights and the rule of law."
__
Metz reported from Rabat, Morocco.
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                    Abbas Alwieh, a Michigan uncommitted delegate, participates in a press conference outside the United Center before the Democratic National Convention Thursday, Aug. 22, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke)
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                                        LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Leaders of a Democratic protest vote movement against the Israel-Hamas war said Thursday that they would not endorse Vice President Kamala Harris ' presidential bid but strongly urged their supporters to vote against Donald Trump in November.
The "Uncommitted" movement drew hundreds of thousands of votes in Democratic primaries earlier this year in protest of President Joe Biden 's handling of the Israel-Hamas war. The group's leaders urged the administration to change its policy on the conflict, warning that some Democratic voters might otherwise abstain from voting in November, particularly in swing state Michigan.
Despite months of discussions with top Democratic officials, discontent within the protest-vote ranks only grew after the Democratic National Convention when they were denied a speaker on stage and other demands weren't met.

    


Harris' "unwillingness to shift on unconditional weapons policy or to even make a clear campaign statement in support of upholding existing U.S. and international human rights law has made it impossible for us to endorse her," movement leaders said in a statement. 




Group leaders also made clear in their statement that they strongly opposed supporters voting for Trump or a third-party candidate who "could help inadvertently deliver a Trump presidency." Instead, they urged voters to register "anti-Trump votes and vote up and down the ballot."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"In our assessment, our movement's best hope for change lies in growing our anti-war organizing power, and that power would be severely undermined by a Trump administration," the leaders said. 
Harris' campaign did not directly address the group's announcement in a statement that said she would work to "earn every vote" and "unite our country." 
"She will continue working to bring the war in Gaza to an end in a way where Israel is secure, the hostages are released, the suffering in Gaza ends, and the Palestinian people can realize their right to dignity, security, freedom and self-determination," the campaign said. 

    


After the DNC failed to include a Palestinian American speaker as requested, the group asked Harris' campaign to respond by Sept. 15 to their request for the vice president to meet with Palestinian American families in Michigan and to discuss their demands for halting arms sales to Israel and securing a permanent ceasefire. The group claims these demands were not met.
The movement began in Michigan when over 100,000 voters marked "Uncommitted," in the state's Democratic primary. The state is home to the nation's largest concentration of Arab Americans, making them an important electoral group as each presidential candidate attempts to win the crucial battleground state.
Both nominees have been actively trying to win over leaders in metro Detroit's large Arab American community. Last month, Harris met with the mayor of Dearborn, the nation's largest Arab American community, while on Tuesday, Trump sat down with the mayor of Hamtramck, a majority-Muslim city in metro Detroit, seeking his endorsement.
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A news site that covers Haitian Americans is facing harassment over its post-debate coverage of Ohio
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                    The sun rises over the city of Springfield, Ohio, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessie Wardarski)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Journalists at a news site that covers the Haitian community in the United States say they've been harassed and intimidated with racist messages for covering a fake story about immigrants eating the pets of people in an Ohio town.
One editor at the Haitian Times, a 25-year-old online publication, was "swatted" this week with police turning up at her home to investigate a false report of a gruesome crime. The news site canceled a community forum it had planned for Springfield, Ohio and has shut down public comments on its stories about the issue because of threats and vile posts.
The Times, which had the Committee to Protect Journalists conduct safety training for its journalists in Haiti, has now asked for advice on how to protect staff in the United States, said Garry Pierre-Pierre, founder and publisher.
"We've never faced anything like this," Pierre-Pierre said Wednesday.

    


The site says it isn't backing down
The Times has debunked and aggressively covered the aftermath of the story about immigrants supposedly eating the dogs and cats of other Springfield residents, as it was spread by Ohio Sen. JD Vance, Donald Trump's Republican running mate in the presidential election, and Trump himself in his debate with Democrat Kamala Harris.




Despite receiving hundreds of these messages, the site isn't backing down, said Pierre-Pierre, a former reporter at The New York Times who echoed a mission statement from his old employer in making that promise.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We do not want to hibernate," he said. "We're taking the precautions that are necessary. But our first duty is to tell the truth without fear or favor, and we have no fear."
Pierre-Pierre, who emigrated to the United States in 1975, started the Haitian Times to cover issues involving first- and second-generation Haitians in the United States, along with reporting on what is happening in their ancestral home. It started as a print publication that went online only in 2012 and now averages 10,000 to 15,000 visitors a day, although its readership has expanded in recent weeks.

    


Macollvie Neel, the New York-based special projects editor, was the staff member who had police officers show up at her doorstep on Monday.
It was triggered when a Haitian advocacy group received an email about a crime at Neel's address. They, in turn, notified police who showed up to investigate. Not only did the instigators know where Neel lived, they covered their tracks by funneling the report through another organization, she said.
Neel said she had a premonition something like this might happen, based on hateful messages she received. But it's still intimidating, made more so because the police who responded were not aware of the concept of doxxing, or tracing people online for the purpose of harassment. She said police searched her home and left.
She was always aware that journalism, by its nature, can make people unhappy with you. This takes the threat to an entirely new level. Racist hate groups who are ready to seize on any issue are sophisticated and well-funded, she said.

    


"This is a new form of domestic terrorism," she said, "and we have to treat it as such."
They're receiving some backup
Katherine Jacobsen, the Committee to Protect Journalists' U.S., Canada and Caribbean program coordinator, said it's a particularly acute case of journalists being harassed in retaliation for their coverage of a story. "It's outrageous," she said. "We should not be having this conversation. Yet we are."
Even before Springfield received national attention in recent weeks, the Haitian Times had been covering the influx of immigrants to the Midwest in search of jobs and a lower cost of living, Pierre-Pierre said. A story currently on its site about Springfield details how the furor "reflects America's age-old battle with newcomers it desperately needs to survive."
Another article on the site talks about the NAACP, Haitian American groups and other activists from across the country coming to the aid of Springfield residents caught in the middle of the story.
Similarly, the Times has heard from several other journalists -- including from Pierre-Pierre's old employer -- who have offered support. "I'm deeply touched," he said.
___
David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://x.com/dbauder.
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                                        COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) -- Ohio election officials have approved ballot language that will describe this fall's Issue 1, a redistricting measure, as requiring gerrymandering when the proposal is intended to do the opposite.
The Republican-controlled Ohio Ballot Board approved the language Wednesday in a 3-2 party-line vote, two days after the Republican-led state Supreme Court voted 4-3 to correct various defects the justices found in what the board had already passed.
The high court ordered two of eight disputed sections of the ballot description to be rewritten while upholding the other six the issue's backers had contested. The court's three Democratic justices dissented.
Citizens Not Politicians, the group behind the Nov. 5 amendment, sued last month, asserting the language "may be the most biased, inaccurate, deceptive, and unconstitutional" the state has ever seen. 

    


The bipartisan coalition's proposal calls for replacing Ohio's troubled political map-making system with a 15-member, citizen-led commission of Republicans, Democrats and independents. The proposal emerged after seven different versions of congressional and legislative maps created after the 2020 Census were declared unconstitutionally gerrymandered to favor Republicans.




State Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson, D-Toledo, one of the two Democrats who sit on the ballot board, told reporters after it met that "this was done and it was created for the main purpose of hoodwinking voters." Republican Secretary of State Frank LaRose, who chairs the board, did not take questions from the press after the vote.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Monday's opinion, the high court's majority noted that it can only invalidate language approved by the ballot board if it finds the wording would "mislead, deceive, or defraud the voters." The majority found most of the language included in the approved summary and title didn't do that but merely described the extensive amendment in detail.

    


The two sections that justices said were mischaracterized involve when a lawsuit would be able to be filed challenging the new commission's redistricting plan and the ability of the public to provide input on the map-making process.
The exact language of the constitutional amendment will be posted at polling locations.
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                    FILE - Pennsylvania Republican gubernatorial candidate Doug Mastriano speaks during a campaign event at Crossing Vineyards and Winery in Newtown, Pa., Monday, Nov. 7, 2022. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- A Pennsylvania state senator and former GOP gubernatorial candidate whose support for Donald Trump drew him to the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6 has sued a Canadian university and nearly two dozen academics over criticism of him and his research into World War I hero Sgt. Alvin York.
Sen. Doug Mastriano's defamation, racketeering and antitrust lawsuit, filed in western Oklahoma federal court, seeks at least $10 million in damages from defendants including history professors and the University of New Brunswick.
A motion seeking to have the case thrown out, filed Thursday by one of the defendants, argued that the case violates an Oklahoma law against lawsuits designed to stifle public debate, that it makes a defamation claim that isn't legally viable, and that Mastriano is trying to stretch antitrust and racketeering laws "beyond recognition to silence critics of his scholarship."

    


Backlash against his research claims by experts in World War I history and on York -- and from a faculty member at the Canadian university about how his degree was awarded -- was the subject of a March 2021 story by The Associated Press. Mastriano, with former President Trump's backing, lost the Pennsylvania governor's race the following year to Democrat Josh Shapiro by nearly 15 percentage points. 




York was awarded the the Medal of Honor for leading U.S. soldiers behind German lines in France during World War I to disrupt machine gunfire. More than 20 German soldiers were killed and 132 captured. A movie about York's heroics won Gary Cooper a best actor Academy Award, and the story was memorialized in comic books.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mastriano is represented by Emmitsburg, Maryland, lawyer Dan Cox, a Republican who lost the Maryland governor's race in 2022 and spent most of 2023 as Mastriano's $46-an-hour state Senate chief of staff. Cox and Mastriano did not respond to messages seeking comment. 

    


In seeking dismissal of the case, University of New Brunswick administrators and staff called it "a dispute over academic protocol that should be resolved by an educational committee but instead has been dressed up as an international conspiracy." They argued Mastriano's allegation that he was harmed personally is not the type of injury to competition required for an antitrust claim. 
Mastriano, the university defendants said, "does not assert precisely what he contends were false and defamatory about the statements" they are purported to have made. They called the lawsuit "vague, conclusory and utterly incomprehensible."
University officials and lawyers did not respond to messages seeking comment.
In response, Mastriano argued in a filing that he "does not have to recite the defamation word for word, becoming his own distributor of what is false, in order to well plead a defamation claim."
The lawsuit filed in May describes Mastriano as "the victim of a multi-year racketeering and anti-trust enterprise seeking to derivatively steal, use and thereupon debunk his work, taking the equity and market therefrom," costing Mastriano millions in "tourism-related events, validated museum artifacts, book, media, television and movie deals." He says his publisher has "greatly reduced publications" and stopped possible second editions of his books.

    


He claims that he has been prevented from getting university job opportunities, that his book sales have been reduced and that the criticisms interfered with his short-lived interest in seeking the 2024 Republican nomination for U.S. Senate. As a result, he says, he has endured "sleepless nights, physical illness and extreme emotional pain and suffering."
The lawsuit says Mastriano has been "assessed by the Veteran Affairs (VA) administration as 100% disabled," but the retired colonel does not explain the how his service in the U.S. Army "took a heavy toll on him."
He sued University of New Brunswick President Paul Mazerolle and professor David MaGee, the school's vice president of research, as well as professor Drew Rendall, who a few months before the 2022 election for Pennsylvania governor made public Mastriano's dissertation that was based on his research into York. 

    


Another defendant is James Gregory, who as a University of Oklahoma graduate student and researcher into World War I history and York filed an academic fraud complaint against Mastriano with the University of New Brunswick. Gregory is now director of the William A. Brookshire LSU Military Museum in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
"Mastriano asserts that voters 'tied' Gregory's criticism of Mastriano's scholarship to their decisions not to vote for him on several occasions," Gregory argued in the motion to dismiss. "That's not an anti-trust violation -- it's democracy."
The University of New Brunswick has been reviewing events around its decision to grant Mastriano a doctorate in 2013 for his York research, setting up an investigative committee whose work has been done out of the public eye. Mastriano sued three people he said constitute that committee, and they have also argued in a court filing the case should be dismissed. 

    


Mastriano said he was in regular contact with Trump in the months after Trump lost the 2020 election and sought to overturn the results. Mastriano had been scheduled to speak on the U.S. Capitol steps during the early afternoon of Jan. 6 and had organized charter buses to Trump's speech. He was also photographed in the crowd outside the Capitol. Mastriano has maintained he broke no laws and has not been charged.
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            Sri Lankans who usually vote along religious and ethnic lines will be keeping another factor in mind when they vote Saturday for a new president. (AP video shot by Rajesh Kumar Singh, Rishi Lekhi and Jay Palipane)
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            A bird flies past gantry cranes working at the Colombo port, Sri Lanka, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Fathima Shiyama, 48, who sells food on a mobile cart to support her five children, speaks to the Associated Press at her residence in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            Fathima Shiyama, 48, prepares local delicacies at home, to be sold later from her food cart, in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            Fathima Shiyama, 48, waits for customers next to her food cart in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            A couple walks past an election poster showing a portrait of Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            A man sits next to election posters of opposition leader Sajith Premadasa as he gets a shave from a roadside barber in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Jagath Dissanayake, owner of a private construction firm, supervises work at a building site in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            Election posters showing portraits of National People's Power's presidential candidate Anura Dissanayake, are pasted on the kitchen walls of an eatery where a cook prepares food for customers in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            Workers pull a hand cart loaded with sacks of vegetables through a wholesale market in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            A woman buys fruits from a stall at a local wholesale market, in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Members of a construction crew take a break from work at the Colombo port, Sri Lanka, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            FILE - Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe waves to supporters as he arrives to address a public election rally in Minuwangoda, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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            Indian tourists pose for a photograph on a beach in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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                                    Sri Lankans who usually vote along religious and ethnic lines will be keeping another factor in mind when they vote Saturday for a new president. (AP video shot by Rajesh Kumar Singh, Rishi Lekhi and Jay Palipane)
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            A bird flies past gantry cranes working at the Colombo port, Sri Lanka, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Fathima Shiyama, 48, who sells food on a mobile cart to support her five children, speaks to the Associated Press at her residence in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            Fathima Shiyama, 48, prepares local delicacies at home, to be sold later from her food cart, in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            Fathima Shiyama, 48, waits for customers next to her food cart in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            A couple walks past an election poster showing a portrait of Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            A man sits next to election posters of opposition leader Sajith Premadasa as he gets a shave from a roadside barber in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Jagath Dissanayake, owner of a private construction firm, supervises work at a building site in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            Election posters showing portraits of National People's Power's presidential candidate Anura Dissanayake, are pasted on the kitchen walls of an eatery where a cook prepares food for customers in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            A man sells plastic bags on a street in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            Workers pull a hand cart loaded with sacks of vegetables through a wholesale market in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Eranga Jayawardena)
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            A woman buys fruits from a stall at a local wholesale market, in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            Members of a construction crew take a break from work at the Colombo port, Sri Lanka, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            FILE - Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe waves to supporters as he arrives to address a public election rally in Minuwangoda, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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            Indian tourists pose for a photograph on a beach in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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                                        COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) -- Two years ago, food cart worker Fathima Shiyama had to wait in line, sometimes for days, to get cooking gas, fuel and other essentials. It was a test of patience for her and millions of other Sri Lankans as their country languished in economic and political chaos.
Since then, under President Ranil Wickremesinghe, the South Asian island nation's economy has begun a fragile recovery. As the country gears up for a crucial presidential vote, key economic indicators have improved and there are no shortages of food and fuel. Inflation is almost under control after peaking at 70%.
On Thursday, the government announced it has completed restructuring its debt. The finance ministry said it has reached agreements in principle on the restructuring of international sovereign bonds, the final step after previously restructuring loans from local and bilateral lenders.

    


Sri Lankans who usually vote along religious and ethnic lines will be keeping the state of the economy in mind when they vote Saturday on a new president. Many are still struggling, borrowing money or leaving the country to cope with rising living costs and limited opportunities. 




Shiyama says she isn't still earning enough to cover her monthly expenses and pay for her ailing daughter's medical tests. In desperation, she has turned to borrowing from loan sharks at an exorbitant 20% interest rate.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


"We are trying our best to survive despite many difficulties," said the 48-year-old mother of five, as she was selling "string hopper" noodles and coconut "pittu," popular traditional dinner items, from a cart on the outskirts of Colombo.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As Sri Lanka sank into economic collapse in 2022, a popular uprising led its then president, Gotabaya Rajapaksa, to flee the country. 
This weekend's election pits his successor, Wickremesinghe, against opposition leader Sajith Premadasa and Anura Dissanayake, leader of a Marxist-led coalition that has been gaining popularity. Poll results are due Sunday.

    


All the candidates have promised to lead Sri Lanka into a prosperous future by developing new industries, improving agriculture, broadening the tax base to increase revenue and creating tens of thousands of new jobs. 
Under Wickremesinghe, Sri Lanka began negotiating with the international creditors to restructure the country's staggering debt and get the economy back on track. With the agreements on restructuring its sovereign bonds, Sri Lanka will have obtained over $17 billion in debt service relief, the finance ministry said.
The International Monetary Fund approved a four-year bailout program last year, but many Sri Lankans are unhappy over the government's efforts to increase revenue by raising electricity rates and imposing heavy taxes on professionals and businesses, to meet IMF conditions for its assistance. 
Overall conditions have improved after the long dry spell during and after the pandemic. Vital tourism earnings have risen and the Sri Lankan rupee has recovered. But rising prices due to the government's austerity measures are squeezing many households. 

    


"We are in a very critical time" said Murtaza Jafferjee, an economic analyst and chairman of Advocata Institute, a Colombo-based independent policy think tank.
"The economy is looking up," he said, but has not fully recovered. The government should aim for at least 4% growth this year, instead of its target of 3%. Politicians need to focus on policies that don't just benefit the country's elite, Jafferjee said.
"It is high time that we run this country for the benefit of the 22 million people," he said.
Sri Lanka's economic crisis began well before the upheavals of 2022.
Staggering economic mismanagement by successive governments was compounded by poor policy choices and then the pandemic. Rajapaksa pushed through big tax cuts in 2019. Then, he banned imports of chemical fertilizer to preserve Sri Lanka's scarce foreign reserves, hurting crop yields in a a country largely dependent on agriculture. 
With the war in Ukraine, food and fuel prices surged and fuel, cooking gas, medicine and food ran short. Sri Lankans lined up for government rice handouts and charity meals. 

    


Today, inflation has dropped below 5% and there's no need to line up to buy essentials. But key parts of the economy remain in crisis. 
Jagath Dissanayake said conditions remain dire for his construction firm in Gampaha, a town located about 30 kilometers (19 miles) north of Colombo after prices of building materials tripled. Most of Dissanayake projects are suspended and he had to lay off two-thirds of his employees. 
"People have no money to do new construction as they give priority to buying essentials. We hardly get any new work," Dissanayake said.
His income is down almost 75%, he said, so there is no more dining out and Dissanayake rides a motorbike instead of driving a car, to save money on fuel.

    


"Of course, there are no queues for petrol anymore, but we don't have enough money to buy it." he said.
Sri Lanka's construction industry has shed about 400,000 jobs in the last four years, according to some estimates. Once a booming industry that contributed nearly 12% to the country's growth figures, its share has dropped to 7% this year.
Many Sri Lankans have sought jobs abroad. 
Viraj Maduranga, formerly a teacher in a government school, went to Dubai in 2021 to find work when he became unable to repay loans he had taken to build his house and buy a vehicle.
"Either I had to sell off the house and the car, or find an alternative income. So, I decided to leave. It was not an easy decision for me and my wife, but we have to make sacrifices to build our lives," said Maduranga, who now works as a teacher in Dubai and won't be able to vote in the election.
Not everyone is impressed with the promises made by the candidates in this election. 
"We have seen it in the past, politicians saying various things, but when they come into power they have simply ignored what they have said during campaigns," said W.A. Wijewardena, an economic analyst and former deputy governor of Sri Lanka's central bank.
Jafferjee, the economic analyst, said the election is "extremely crucial" for Sri Lanka's economic recovery. The next president should use his executive powers to "enact pro-consumer policies" and be more open to trade. 
"This (crisis) is not insurmountable, but you need to make unpopular choices. What you need basically is a president who looks to grow the pie," said Jafferjee.
In the meantime, Sri Lankans like Maduranga are impatiently waiting for change. 
He longs to rejoin his wife and 8-year-old son in Sri Lanka, but still needs to repay his loans. 
"This is not the best time to go back," Maduranga said. "I want to live in Sri Lanka as a free man without being indebted to anyone."
___
Saaliq reported from New Delhi.
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                    FILE - People wait in front of the Apple store in Munich, Germany, on Sept. 25, 2015. The European Union's top court has rejected Apple's final legal challenge against an order from the bloc's executive commission to repay 13 billion euros in back taxes to Ireland, bringing an end to the long-running dispute (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The European Union said Thursday it will outline steps to compel Apple to open up its iPhone and iPad operating systems to competing technologies under the bloc's tough new digital rulebook, which threatens hefty fines for breaches. 
The EU's executive branch, the European Commission, said it has opened two "specification proceedings" that will spell out what Apple needs to do under the 27-nation bloc's Digital Markets Act. 
The DMA is designed to prevent Big Tech "gatekeepers" from dominating digital markets, including by breaking up closed tech ecosystems. It requires tech companies to make their systems operate with rivals, allowing consumers to switch more easily between platforms. 
One proceeding will focus on how connected devices like smartwatches and headphones will have "effective interoperability" with Apple's operating system. The other will look at how Apple deals with interoperability requests from software developers for iOS and IPadOS, which should be done in a "transparent, timely and fair" way, the commission said. 

    


During this process, which will take up to six months, the commission will send its findings to Apple. It's the first time the commission has used this process since the DMA took effect earlier this year. The bloc is already investigating Apple over its App Store rules for developers.




The commission's executive vice president in charge of competition policy, Margrethe Vestager, said in a press release that the process will "provide clarity" for developers and Apple.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Apple said it has "created ways for apps in the European Union to request additional interoperability with iOS and iPadOS while protecting our users." 
"Undermining the protections we've built over time would put European consumers at risk," the company said, adding it will continue to "work constructively" with commission. 
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            European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen presents her new team for her next five-year tenure at the head of the bloc, during a press conference at the European Parliament, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024, in Strasbourg. (AP Photo/Jean-Francois Badias)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union chief Ursula von der Leyen is traveling to war-ravaged Ukraine on Friday with the promise of 160 million euros ($180 million) in fresh energy funds to get the nation through the winter.
Von der Leyen told reporters that 100 million euros ($112 million) of the funds would come the proceeds of the Russian assets held in the EU because of the 2022 invasion of Ukraine. "It is only right that Russia pays for the destruction it caused," she said.
The European Union estimates that about half of Ukraine's energy infrastructure has been destroyed, making the job of heating homes, hospitals and schools increasingly difficult as temperatures dip ahead of the third war winter that the nation will face. 
Von der Leyen said Russia knew full well that bombing energy stations was hitting Ukraine where it really hurts. Morale to keep on fighting can be significantly sapped if millions shiver in the brutal winter for months on end.

    


"We may see huge implications," said Fatih Birol, the head of the International Energy Agency. "People will look to move around, to go to the places where they can have shelter and heating."




That makes international help all the more necessary, said von der Leyen. 
"As Ukraine's friends and partners, we must do all we can to keep the lights on. And as winter is approaching, well, we must keep the brave people of Ukraine warm, while we also are keeping the economy running," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Many of the upcoming efforts will go into repairing the damage done. Lithuania, for example, is dismantling a thermal power plant to ship it piece by piece to Ukraine for rebuilding there. With continued electricity exports from EU countries, von der Leyen said it would cover about a quarter of the nation's energy need in the coming months.
The EU is trying to decentralize energy production through the use of solar panels and other new technologies in Ukraine to make it more difficult for Russian attacks to have a direct impact on the energy grid. It would also help Ukraine become a greener economy, she said. 
Overall, the EU estimates that it has provided Ukraine with at least 2 billion euros ($2.24 billion) in energy support since the February 2022 invasion. Von der Leyen said she will meet with President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyiv to discuss energy issues on Friday. 
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            FILE - Former President Jimmy Carter teaches Sunday School class at the Maranatha Baptist Church in his hometown of Plains, Ga., Aug. 23, 2015. (AP Photo/David Goldman)
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            FILE - Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, left, U.S. President Jimmy Carter, center, and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin clasp hands on the North lawn of the White House as they completed signing of the peace treaty between Egypt and Israel in Washington on March, 26, 1979. (AP Photo/Bob Daugherty, File)
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            FILE - Egypt's President Anwar Sadat, left, shakes hands with Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin as U.S. President Jimmy Carter, center, looks on at Camp David, Md., Sept. 7, 1978. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Less than two weeks before his 100th birthday, former President Jimmy Carter is receiving a lifetime achievement award from the Dayton Literary Peace Prize Foundation, which has set aside its longstanding rule that the winner accept the honor in person.
The Ohio-based foundation announced Thursday that Carter was this year's winner of the Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke Distinguished Achievement Award, named for the late diplomat. In 2002, Carter was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his human rights advocacy and for brokering such agreements as the Camp David Accords between Egypt and Israel.
Carter, who turns 100 on Oct. 1, is in hospice care in Plains, Georgia. His grandson, Jason Carter, will accept the prize on his behalf during a November ceremony that will honor the former president's peace efforts and his authorship of more than 30 books -- what the foundation calls "the power of the written word to foster peace, social justice, and global understanding."

    


"For the past 17 years, one of the standing requirements to receive the Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke Distinguished Achievement Award was a guaranty that the recipient would appear in person in Dayton, OH for an on-stage interview and an awards ceremony," Nicholas A. Raines, executive director of the Dayton foundation, said in a statement. "This year we have decided to waive that requirement and present the award in absentia, to President Jimmy Carter."




Jason Carter said in a statement that two of his grandfather's "most enduring interests have been a devotion to literature and a near-constant pursuit of a peaceful resolution to conflict."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It is gratifying to have the Dayton Literary Peace Prize Foundation choose to honor my grandfather with the Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke Distinguished Achievement Award for a lifetime of work melding two of his loves -- literature and peace," Jason Carter added.

    


On Thursday, the Foundation also announced that Paul Lynch's "Prophet Song" won the Dayton Literary Peace Prize for Fiction and Victor Luckerson's "Built from the Fire" won for nonfiction.
Lynch and Luckerson each will receive $10,000. Fiction runner-up, "The Postcard" author Anne Berest, and nonfiction finalist, "Red Memory" author Tania Branigan, each get $5,000.
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            North Korea claimed to test a "new-type" tactical ballistic missile, and a strategic cruise missile, the country's official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) reported early Thursday.
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            In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center, oversees a launch of, what it says, the country's newly built Hwasongpho-11-Da-4.5 ballistic missile at an undisclosed place in North Korea Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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            This photo provided by the North Korean government, shows what it says a launch of an improved strategic cruise missile at an undisclosed place in North Korea Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea's missiles launch during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea's missiles launch during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea's missile launch during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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            This photo provided by the North Korean government, shows what it says a launch of an improved strategic cruise missile at an undisclosed place in North Korea Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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            A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea's missiles launch during a news program at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- North Korea said Thursday that leader Kim Jong Un supervised successful tests of two types of missiles -- one designed to carry a "super-large conventional warhead" and the other likely for a nuclear warhead, as he ordered officials to bolster up his country's military capabilities to repel United States-led threats.
The tests appear to be the same as the multiple missile launches that neighboring countries said North Korea performed Wednesday, extending its run of weapons displays as confrontations with the U.S. and South Korea escalate.
The official Korean Central News Agency said that Kim oversaw the launch of the country's newly built Hwasongpho-11-Da-4.5 ballistic missile tipped with a dummy "4.5-ton super-large conventional warhead." It said the test-firing was meant to verify an ability to accurately hit a 320 kilometer (200 mile) -range target, suggesting it's a weapon aimed at striking sites in South Korea.

    


KCNA said Kim also guided the launch of an improved "strategic" cruise missile, a word implying the weapon was developed to carry a nuclear warhead.




After the tests, Kim stressed the need to continue to "bolster up the nuclear force" and acquire "overwhelming offensive capability in the field of conventional weapons, too," according to KCNA. It cited the Kim as saying that North Korea can thwart its enemies' intentions to invade only when it has strong military power.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

KCNA released photos of a missile hitting a ground target. South Korea's military said later Thursday it assessed that both ballistic and cruise missiles fired by North Korea the previous day landed in the North's mountainous northeastern region. 
North Korea typically test-launches missiles off its east coast, and it's highly unusual for the country to fire missiles at land targets likely because of concerns about potential damages on the ground if the weapons land in unintended areas. 

    


Jung Chang Wook, head of the Korea Defense Study Forum think tank in Seoul, said North Korea likely aims to show it's confident about the the accuracy of its new ballistic missile. Jung said the missile's high-powered warhead is meant to attack ground targets, but North Korea hasn't acquired weapons that can penetrate deep into the earth and destroy underground structures. 
The Hwasongpho-11-Da-4.5 missile's first known test occurred in early July. North Korea said the July test was successful as well, but South Korea's military disputed the claim saying one of the two missiles fired by North Korea travelled abnormally during the initial stage of its flight before falling at an uninhabited area near Pyongyang, the capital. North Korea hasn't released photos on the July launches. 
North Korea has been pushing to introduce a variety of sophisticated weapons systems designed to attack both South Korea and the mainland U.S. to deal with what it calls its rivals' intensifying security threats. Many foreign experts say North Korea would ultimately want to use its enlarged arsenal as leverage to win greater concessions in future dealings with the U.S.

    


Worries about North Korea deepened last week as it disclosed photos of a secretive facility to enrich uranium for nuclear weapons. KCNA said that Kim, during a visit to the facility, called for stronger efforts to "exponentially" produce more nuclear weapons. 
It was unclear whether the facility is at North Korea's main Yongbyon nuclear complex. But it was the North's first unveiling of a uranium-enrichment facility since it showed one at the country's main Yongbyon nuclear complex to visiting American scholars led by nuclear physicist Siegfried Hecker in 2010.
In an analytical piece jointly written with another expert, Robert Carlin, that was posted Wednesday on North Korea-focused website 38 North, Hecker said the centrifuge hall shown in the recent North Korean photos was not the same one that he saw in November 2010.
Hecker and Carlin said they believe the new centrifuges provide "only a modest increased capacity," though North Korea could increase enrichment capacity just by building more centrifuge plants.

    


In another joint analysis also posted Friday on 38 North, other experts said that the centrifuges shown in the photos are not the ones observed by Hecker but a more advanced design. They said the images send "a strong message that the country has ample capacity and continued will to expand its nuclear program." 
___
Follow AP's Asia-Pacific coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/asia-pacific
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            FILE - Sudanese refugee girls carry water supplies near a polling station in the refugee camp of Zamzam, on the outskirts of El Fasher, Darfur, Sudan, on April 13, 2010. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 2 | 
            FILE - Acting Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Joyce Msuya speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, on Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)
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            FILE - Sudanese refugee girls carry water supplies near a polling station in the refugee camp of Zamzam, on the outskirts of El Fasher, Darfur, Sudan, on April 13, 2010. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser, File)
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            FILE - Acting Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Joyce Msuya speaks during a Security Council meeting at United Nations headquarters, on Aug. 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Relentless violence has devastated Sudan and large-scale fighting has escalated in and around the only capital in Sudan's western Darfur region not held by paramilitary forces, the United Nations top humanitarian official said Wednesday.
Acting humanitarian chief Joyce Msuya told the U.N. Security Council that famine has already struck Zamzam camp, about 15 kilometers (10 miles) from North Darfur's embattled capital of El Fasher. She said a large-scale humanitarian operation is "a matter of life and death."
Sudan plunged into conflict in mid-April 2023, when long-simmering tensions between its military and paramilitary leaders broke out in the capital Khartoum and spread to other regions including Darfur. The U.N. says over 14,000 people have been killed and 33,000 injured.
Msuya urged the council to demand that the warring government and paramilitary Rapid Support Force refrain from targeting civilians, hospitals, schools and other civilian infrastructure, and allow unimpeded delivery of humanitarian aid through all border crossings and across conflict lines.

    


She also called on the U.N.'s 193 member nations to pressure the parties "to agree to a humanitarian pause to save lives, give civilians respite and allow us to deliver assistance."




Two decades ago, Darfur became synonymous with genocide and war crimes, particularly by the notorious Janjaweed Arab militias, against populations that identify as Central or East African. Up to 300,000 people were killed and 2.7 million were driven from their homes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That legacy appears to have returned, with the International Criminal Court's prosecutor, Karim Khan, saying in January there are grounds to believe both sides may be committing war crimes, crimes against humanity, or genocide in Darfur.
Msuya said "the world should not abide in El Fasher the atrocities we witnessed in West Darfur."

    


In June, the Security Council adopted a resolution calling for "an immediate halt to the fighting and for de-escalation in and around El Fasher."
Regrettably, Msuya said, both sides ignored the call, and fighting escalated in the past week with "constant and heavy" shelling and bombing.
"Civilians, especially women and children, have been hit (and) civilian sites and infrastructure -- including hospitals and internally displaced persons' camps -- have been hit," she said. "Of the three main hospitals in El Fasher, only one is functioning, although only partially following an attack that caused extensive damage in August."
In August, international experts confirmed there is famine in Zamzam camp, which houses around 500,000 displaced people.
Msuya said close to 1.7 million people in North Darfur face "acute food insecurity," adding that 13 other localities in Sudan have been identified as at risk of famine.
In February, Doctors Without Borders reported that a child was dying every two hours in Zamzam camp, she said. The latest screening by the medical aid organization and the Ministry of Health between Sept. 1 and 5 indicates the situation is getting worse.

    


"About 34% of the children are malnourished, including 10% who are severely malnourished," Msuya said.
Aid deliveries have been impeded by fighting and flooding, but Msuya said that as floodwaters subside in the coming weeks, the U.N. will be able to start moving food and other assistance to El Fasher and other areas at risk of famine.
The acting undersecretary-general for humanitarian affairs stressed that to address "the atrocious humanitarian situation," there are two keys: a de-escalation in fighting and a willingness by both sides to facilitate access to those in need.
"Be in no doubt: Without safe and predictable access and a steady supply of food and humanitarian supplies, we will see a dramatic spike in mortality -- including children -- in Zamzam and in other areas around El Fasher," she said.
"The same goes for the situation across Sudan," Msuya said, especially the capital Khartoum and neighboring Sennar and Jazeera states in southeast Sudan, which continue to be devastated "by relentless violence."
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                    FILE - Colombian President Gustavo Petro speaks after signing a law banning bullfighting, in La Plaza Santa Maria, Bogota, Colombia, on July 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Ivan Valencia)
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                                        BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) -- Colombia on Wednesday suspended peace talks with the National Liberation Army, or ELN, after blaming the rebel group for an attack that killed two soldiers and injured more than 20.
"Today the dialogue process is suspended," said the government's peace delegation in a statement. "Its viability is severely damaged, and its continuity can only be recovered with an unequivocal manifestation of the ELN's will for peace." 
This is the deepest crisis of the peace negotiations with the ELN since November 2022 and after President Gustavo Petro took power as the first leftist president launching talks with that and other armed groups under a policy known as total peace.
The National Liberation Army, or ELN, ended a cease-fire with the Colombian government in August, but was still involved in peace talks aimed at ending more than five decades of conflict.

    


The army said Tuesday that the group fired homemade rockets from a cargo truck that had been parked near a base in Puerto Jordan, a small town in Arauca province. 
The rebel group has not claimed responsibility for the attack.




The ELN was founded in the 1960s by union leaders and university students inspired by the Cuban Revolution. The group has an estimated 6,000 fighters in Colombia and Venezuela and finances itself through drug trafficking and illegal gold mines.
Recently the ELN has been spreading into rural areas abandoned by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, the large rebel group that made a peace deal with Colombia's government in 2016.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The attack on Tuesday left two soldiers killed and 26 wounded, according to the latest report from Defense Minister Ivan Velasquez.
Most of the wounded were airlifted to a military hospital in Bogota, Colombia's capital, where Petro visited them on Wednesday. According to the hospital's medical report, 13 remain hospitalized in "stable condition," most with soft tissue injuries, while five are in the intensive care unit.

    


Authorities announced on Wednesday a reward of up to $23,700 for information leading to the capture of those responsible for the attack. They also confirmed a reward of up to $948,000 for the main leaders of the ELN.
Petro compared the attack in Arauca to another carried out by the ELN in 2019 against a police school in Bogota that killed 22 people died and dozens injured. That assault led also to the suspension of the peace talks of the rebel group with the government of Ivan Duque, president from 2018 to 2022.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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            FILE - Democratic gubernatorial candidate Bob Ferguson speaks to gathered supporters at his election watch party on primary night, Aug. 6, 2024, in Seattle. (Jennifer Buchanan/The Seattle Times via AP, File)
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            FILE - Republican gubernatorial candidate Dave Reichert greets supporters during a primary election party hosted by Pierce County Republicans at Pioneer Park Pavilion in Puyallup, Wash., Aug. 6, 2024. (Audrey Richardson/The Seattle Times via AP, File)
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Washington's longtime attorney general and a former sheriff known for his work hunting down a notorious serial killer traded accusations of lying to voters during their gubernatorial debate Wednesday, as each made his case for becoming the next governor of the Democratic stronghold state. 
When ex-sheriff and former U.S. Rep. Dave Reichert, a Republican, was asked how he would transition the state away from fossil fuels, he said that while he supports the idea, there needs to be a plan that won't hurt residents.
Bob Ferguson, a Democrat who has been attorney general since 2013, shot back: "Dave has history in this campaign of saying one thing when he's before an audience like this and saying something very different when he thinks he's speaking behind closed doors. Dave, you were caught on audio denying that humans contribute to climate change." 

    


In response, Reichert told the audience: "You're going to hear lies all night, and you're going to see commercials over the next month, nothing but lies and dishonesty. Go listen to the entire context of each and every one of these videos and audios that he's referring to."




It was one of several tense exchanges between the two candidates at Spokane's Fox Theater as they vie to lead a state that hasn't had an open race for its top job in more than a decade. The televised debate, the second for the two candidates, was hosted by the Association of Washington Business and Greater Spokane Inc. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

With no Republican having held the governor's post in nearly 40 years, Reichert faces an uphill battle in November. Ferguson received about 45% of the votes in the August primary to qualify for the general election, compared with about 27% for Reichert. Another Republican in that race, military veteran Semi Bird, got about 11% of the primary vote.
Under the state's primary system, all candidates appear on the same ballot regardless of party with the top two finishers advancing to the general election. 

    


Ferguson has been endorsed by state Democratic leaders including Patty Murray, president pro tempore of the U.S. Senate, and Gov. Jay Inslee, who is the longest-serving governor in office in the nation and decided not to seek a fourth term. 
Reichert, who served two terms as King County sheriff, has been endorsed by dozens of sheriffs. King County, home to Seattle, is the state's most populous county. 
When both candidates were given the chance to ask one another a question Wednesday, Ferguson asked Reichert: "Can you explain to the women of Washington state why you want to unravel reproductive freedom?"
Reichert pushed back, saying he would enforce the law just as he had during his 33 years at the King County Sheriff's Office: "I will protect your rights, ladies."
Ferguson brought up Reichert's history of voting for a nationwide ban on abortion starting at 20 weeks of pregnancy.
Abortion has long been legal in Washington until viability, a determination left up to the judgement of a health care provider, and after that in cases where the pregnant individual's health or life is threatened.

    


Reichert was the first county detective assigned to the case of the Green River Killer, named for the waterway where the first of 49 women's bodies were found in 1982. Gary Ridgway was arrested and convicted in 2003, during Reichert's second term as sheriff.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


Public safety has been a key issue for both Ferguson and Reichert as the state experiences a rise in violent crime and has ranked last in the nation in law enforcement officers per capita for more than 12 years running, according to the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police chiefs. Each candidate has vowed to hire more police. 
Ferguson's plan includes directing $100 million to help local jurisdictions bring more officers on board, including through hiring bonuses. Reichert has said elected officials need to show they support law enforcement, including by protecting qualified immunity laws, in order to recruit more officers.
"We have to support our police officers. We have to elect officials that support our police officers," Reichert said during the debate Wednesday. He added that while police must be held accountable to the law, "we also have to make sure that when they make a life or death decision, that the Attorney General's office is not going to come after them and sue them or charge them with a crime."
In response, Ferguson brought up Reichert's idea to move people who are homeless to McNeil Island, where a facility for sexual predators is located.
"That is a very unserious proposal for a very serious challenge," he said.
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            Severe floods on Wednesday continued to ravage northeastern Nigeria, impacting more than 400,000 people, according to the United Nations. Aerials showed the extent of flooding which has displaced hundreds of thousands.
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            Houses and buildings are partially submerged following a dam collapse in Maiduguri, Nigeria, Tuesday, Sept 10, 2024. (AP Photos/ Musa Ajit Borno)
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                                        ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) -- Nigeria's government warned of possible flooding in 11 states following the release of water from a dam in neighboring Cameroon.
The Nigerian hydrological agency said on Wednesday that water would be released from the Lagdo dam gradually and could cause flooding, but that there was no cause for alarm. 
Severe floods have ravaged northeastern Nigeria, impacting more than 400,000 people, according to the United Nations. 
Floods in Borno state have forced people from their homes into displacement sites. Earlier this month, flooding killed 30 people in the state after the collapse of a major dam. About 15% of Maiduguri, the capital of Borno state, was under water.
The flooding has worsened the humanitarian crisis in Nigeria, where armed violence especially in the troubled northern region has already displaced millions.
West Africa has experienced some of the heaviest flooding in decades this year, affecting more than 2 million people, three times more than last year. In 2022, more than 600 people were impacted by flooding in Nigeria when water was released from the same Lagdo dam in Cameroon.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nigeria-cameroon-floods-dam-f20160f993f51003dd37fb28ce6a4f7c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Rising rivers threaten southern Poland as flooding recedes elsewhere in Central Europe | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Rising rivers threaten southern Poland as flooding recedes elsewhere in Central Europe

    Rising rivers threaten southern Poland as flooding recedes elsewhere in Central Europe

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 22 | 
            The water level of the Danube River in the Slovakian capital of Bratislava peaked on Tuesday, according to the deputy mayor for the environment, as flooding affected a broad swath of Central Europe. (AP video shot by Darko Bandic)
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            An Italian firefighter was found dead on Wednesday after he was swept away in his truck by a raging torrent while he attempted to help recover cars struggling in heavy rain. The body was discovered in the truck in the Foggia area in southern Italy after the man's colleagues had spent the night searching for him.
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            On this handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, a firefighter writes "Zakaz" (Entry prohibited), on a building damaged by following heavy flooding in the town of Stronie Slaskie, southwestern Poland, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            On this handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, firefighters inspecting safety of houses following heavy flooding in the town of Stronie Slaskie, southwestern Poland, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows debris and mud after heavy rains and flooding in Stronie Slaskie, Poland, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            On this handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, firefighters inspecting safety of houses following heavy flooding in the town of Stronie Slaskie, southwestern Poland, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            7 of 22 | 
            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooded fields and damaged homes after record rains along the Biala Ladecka River in Stronie Slaskie, Poland, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            A caffe is seen damaged after the high flood waves passed through the town, in Nysa, southwestern Poland, on Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Krzysztof Zatycki)
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            An old tram car is parked in flooded area near the Danube river in Bratislava, Slovakia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            In this photo released by the Romanian Emergency Services Galati (ISU Galati), a rescuer carries a woman in Pechea, Romania, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024 after torrential rainstorms left scores of people stranded in flooded areas. (Romanian Emergency Services - ISU Galati via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the Polish fire department, shows firefighters pump water and mud from city streets and help clean the city of Glogow that was hit by a high flood wave, in Glogow, southwestern Poland, on Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (KG PSP via AP)
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            Residents paddle through a flooded street in Bohumin, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            People take photos of rising waters on the banks of the River Danube, in Bratislava, Slovakia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tomas Hrivnak)
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            A view of a flooded area near the Danube river in Bratislava, Slovakia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            An aerial picture taken with a drone shows a flooded area and the swollen Danube River in Kisoroszi, Hungary, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Gergely Janossy/MTI via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the Polish fire department, shows firefighters removing piles of debris dumped in the streets by high flood wave that is passing through southwestern Poland, in Glucholazy, Poland, on Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. ( Marcin Muskala/KG PSP via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows floodwaters and debris after record rains in Glucholazy, Poland, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            18 of 22 | 
            A cyclist looks at Donaukanal channel flood its banks at Urania observatory in central Vienna, Austria, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            An aerial view of a flooded neighbourhood in Bohumin, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            Geese stand on an outdoor table in a flooded neighbourhood in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            Chicken stand on the rooftop of a garage to shelter themselves from floods in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooded homes and fields following record rains in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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        Rising rivers threaten southern Poland as flooding recedes elsewhere in Central Europe
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                                    The water level of the Danube River in the Slovakian capital of Bratislava peaked on Tuesday, according to the deputy mayor for the environment, as flooding affected a broad swath of Central Europe. (AP video shot by Darko Bandic)
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                                    An Italian firefighter was found dead on Wednesday after he was swept away in his truck by a raging torrent while he attempted to help recover cars struggling in heavy rain. The body was discovered in the truck in the Foggia area in southern Italy after the man's colleagues had spent the night searching for him.
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            On this handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, a firefighter writes "Zakaz" (Entry prohibited), on a building damaged by following heavy flooding in the town of Stronie Slaskie, southwestern Poland, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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                                    On this handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, a firefighter writes "Zakaz" (Entry prohibited), on a building damaged by following heavy flooding in the town of Stronie Slaskie, southwestern Poland, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            On this handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, firefighters inspecting safety of houses following heavy flooding in the town of Stronie Slaskie, southwestern Poland, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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                                    On this handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, firefighters inspecting safety of houses following heavy flooding in the town of Stronie Slaskie, southwestern Poland, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows debris and mud after heavy rains and flooding in Stronie Slaskie, Poland, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                    This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows debris and mud after heavy rains and flooding in Stronie Slaskie, Poland, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            On this handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, firefighters inspecting safety of houses following heavy flooding in the town of Stronie Slaskie, southwestern Poland, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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                                    On this handout photo provided by the State Fire Service of Poland, firefighters inspecting safety of houses following heavy flooding in the town of Stronie Slaskie, southwestern Poland, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Tomasz Fijolek/KG PSP via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooded fields and damaged homes after record rains along the Biala Ladecka River in Stronie Slaskie, Poland, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                    This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooded fields and damaged homes after record rains along the Biala Ladecka River in Stronie Slaskie, Poland, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            A caffe is seen damaged after the high flood waves passed through the town, in Nysa, southwestern Poland, on Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Krzysztof Zatycki)
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                                    A caffe is seen damaged after the high flood waves passed through the town, in Nysa, southwestern Poland, on Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Krzysztof Zatycki)
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            An old tram car is parked in flooded area near the Danube river in Bratislava, Slovakia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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                                    An old tram car is parked in flooded area near the Danube river in Bratislava, Slovakia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            In this photo released by the Romanian Emergency Services Galati (ISU Galati), a rescuer carries a woman in Pechea, Romania, Saturday, Sept. 14, 2024 after torrential rainstorms left scores of people stranded in flooded areas. (Romanian Emergency Services - ISU Galati via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 22
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            This handout photo provided by the Polish fire department, shows firefighters pump water and mud from city streets and help clean the city of Glogow that was hit by a high flood wave, in Glogow, southwestern Poland, on Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (KG PSP via AP)
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            Residents paddle through a flooded street in Bohumin, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            People take photos of rising waters on the banks of the River Danube, in Bratislava, Slovakia, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Tomas Hrivnak)
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            A view of a flooded area near the Danube river in Bratislava, Slovakia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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                                    A view of a flooded area near the Danube river in Bratislava, Slovakia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            An aerial picture taken with a drone shows a flooded area and the swollen Danube River in Kisoroszi, Hungary, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (Gergely Janossy/MTI via AP)
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            This handout photo provided by the Polish fire department, shows firefighters removing piles of debris dumped in the streets by high flood wave that is passing through southwestern Poland, in Glucholazy, Poland, on Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. ( Marcin Muskala/KG PSP via AP)
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                                    This handout photo provided by the Polish fire department, shows firefighters removing piles of debris dumped in the streets by high flood wave that is passing through southwestern Poland, in Glucholazy, Poland, on Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. ( Marcin Muskala/KG PSP via AP)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows floodwaters and debris after record rains in Glucholazy, Poland, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                    This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows floodwaters and debris after record rains in Glucholazy, Poland, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            A cyclist looks at Donaukanal channel flood its banks at Urania observatory in central Vienna, Austria, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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                                    A cyclist looks at Donaukanal channel flood its banks at Urania observatory in central Vienna, Austria, Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Heinz-Peter Bader)
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            An aerial view of a flooded neighbourhood in Bohumin, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            Geese stand on an outdoor table in a flooded neighbourhood in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    20 of 22

                                    
                                    Geese stand on an outdoor table in a flooded neighbourhood in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            21 of 22 | 
            Chicken stand on the rooftop of a garage to shelter themselves from floods in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows flooded homes and fields following record rains in Ostrava, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                        WARSAW, Poland (AP) -- Soldiers and volunteers in southwestern Poland laid sandbags Wednesday near swollen rivers around the city of Wroclaw to protect homes and businesses after days of flooding across Central Europe.
Poland joins Austria, the Czech Republic and Romania in being hard hit by floods following record rains in the region starting last Thursday. Authorities have reported 23 deaths, with seven each in Poland and Romania, five in Austria and four in the Czech Republic.
The floods in Central Europe combined with deadly wildfires in Portugal are joint proof of a "climate breakdown" that will become the norm unless drastic action is taken, the European Union's head office said Wednesday.
The fourth death in the Czech Republic was reported Wednesday, when police said they found the body of a 70-year-old woman who was swept away by waters on Sunday in the town of Kobyla nad Vidnavkou near the town of Jesenik, located in the badly hit northeast.

    


The weather has improved, with warm and sunny conditions in the Czech Republic, Poland and elsewhere. Water levels were falling in some places, allowing authorities and residents to clean up debris. 




Firefighters in Poland were pumping water out of flooded streets and basements. And in Romania, about 1,000 firefighters were working across the country to clean up severely affected areas, the General Inspectorate for Emergency Situations said Wednesday in a Facebook post.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But some areas are still under threat, particularly in southwestern Poland.
Prime Minister Donald Tusk held crisis meetings in Wroclaw with local officials and rescue services, urging protective measures and saying his government will help those affected. Floodwaters were expected to crest late Wednesday, and high water levels were expected to continue for many hours, even days. 
Soldiers and residents in Marcinkowice, near Wroclaw, laid sandbags near a bridge over the Olawa River, whose waters flow into the Oder, the major river that rises in the Oder Mountains in the Czech Republic and runs north through Poland to Germany. 

    


The community leader of the town of Olawa, Artur Piotrowski, described the situation as difficult. He told the Polish state news agency PAP that two villages in a low-lying area have been flooded since Monday and residents have refused to evacuate. 
Thousands of Polish soldiers were in action. Some evacuated people and animals -- including dogs and horses -- from flood-affected areas and distributed food and drinking water. The army also posted on X on Wednesday that it set up a field hospital in the town of Nysa after patients in a hospital there had to be evacuated earlier this week.
Soldiers also were building a temporary bridge in the town of Glucholazy to replace one that was washed away by the flooding.
Residents in another flood-damaged town, Stronie Slaskie, have appealed to Tusk to send someone to direct the cleaning and recovery action, saying it was chaotic and inefficient. 
Experts have been preparing for flood threats due to the cresting Oder River in Opole, a city of some 130,000 residents, which seems to have avoided any major flooding, and in Wroclaw, home to about 640,000 residents, which suffered disastrous flooding in 1997.
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                    FILE - U.S. Department of State sign is seen at the State Department in Washington, Aug. 10, 2006. The State Department's internal watchdog says that officials did not follow proper protocol when handling the security clearance suspension of the U.S. special envoy for Iran following allegations last year that he may have mishandled classified information. (AP Photo/Charles Dharapak, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The State Department's internal watchdog concluded Wednesday that officials did not follow proper protocol when handling the security clearance suspension of the U.S. special envoy for Iran following allegations last year that he may have mishandled classified information. 
The department's inspector general report, obtained by The Associated Press, stated that in several instances officials "deviated" from the standard process, allowing envoy Rob Malley to access classified meetings and information that would have otherwise been restricted. 
"OIG also found that the lack of standard policies for political appointees and the lack of supervision of Special Envoy Malley led to significant confusion as to what work Mr. Malley was authorized to do following the suspension," the report said.
Malley, who led the Biden administration's effort to revive the faltering Iran nuclear deal and resolve issues related to detained Americans in Iran, was placed on unpaid leave in June 2023 following allegations that he may have mishandled classified information.

    


Malley's whereabouts first raised questions when he skipped a classified congressional briefing on Iran in May 2023. At the time, State Department officials told lawmakers that Malley was on "extended personal leave" and suggested that his absence might be related to a family health issue.




The report said that Malley had participated in a classified White House-organized call on Iran after his security clearance was suspended, but stopped short of criticizing him, noting that he was not informed of the action until the next day. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The delay, according to the inspector general, was likely due to uncertainty over Malley's security clearance status within the State Department's top ranks that may have resulted in him retaining access to classified information that he would otherwise not have been able to see.

    


"The department failed to consistently notify employees who regularly interacted with Mr. Malley that he was no longer allowed to access classified information," the report said. "These conditions likely led to Special Envoy Malley engaging on issues outside the limited scope of issues on which he was authorized to work."
In addition, the report found that after Malley's clearance and official email were suspended, senior State Department officials successfully sought to restore his access to the department's unclassified email system.
For the past year, congressional Republicans have been demanding that the State Department produce more information on the suspension and related allegations. The inspector general's report does not address the underlying allegations that led to the revocation of his clearance and which are the subject of a separate investigation.
The inspector general does make several recommendations to the State Department on how to avoid such issues in the future, including synchronizing the personnel guidelines for political appointees to those for foreign and civil service employees. The department agreed with this recommendation and said it expected that to be done before Dec. 31.

    


The report was circulated internally within the State Department on Tuesday and sent on Wednesday to Congress, where GOP lawmakers have been demanding accountability from the State Department.
"The State Department IG's report is disturbing and sheds light on the multiple ways the State Department grossly mismanaged Rob Malley's case and intentionally misled Congress," the top Republicans on the House and Senate foreign affairs committees said in a joint statement late Wednesday.
Republicans have long opposed Malley's participation in Iran diplomacy, given his role at the National Security Council in the negotiations leading up to the Obama administration's 2015 nuclear deal and what they claim have been improper or suspect contacts with Iranian officials or pro-Iran activists while he was out of government during the Trump presidency and after he returned as special envoy in the early months of the Biden administration.
Malley, who is on administrative leave from the State Department, currently teaches diplomacy courses at Princeton and Yale universities. He could not immediately be reached for comment.
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            FILE - California Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks at the opening ceremony for Panda Ridge, the new exhibit at the San Diego Zoo, Aug. 8, 2024, in San Diego. (AP Photo/Derrick Tuskan, File)
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            FILE - Elon Musk arrives at the 10th Breakthrough Prize Ceremony on April 13, 2024, at the Academy Museum of Motion Pictures in Los Angeles. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- California now has some of the toughest laws in the United States to crack down on election deepfakes ahead of the 2024 election after Gov. Gavin Newsom signed three landmark proposals this week at an artificial intelligence conference in San Francisco. 
The state could be among the first to test out such legislation, which bans the use of AI to create and circulate false images and videos in political ads close to Election Day. 
But now, two of the three laws, including one that was designed to curb the practice in the 2024 election, are being challenged in court through a lawsuit filed Tuesday in Sacramento.
Those include one that takes effect immediately that allows any individual to sue for damages over election deepfakes, while the other requires large online platforms, like X, to remove the deceptive material starting next year. 

    


The lawsuit, filed by a person who created parody videos featuring altered audios of Vice President and Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris, says the laws censor free speech and allow anybody to take legal action over content they dislike. At least one of his videos was shared by Elon Musk, owner of the social media platform X, which then prompted Newsom to vow to ban such content on a post on X.




The governor's office said the law doesn't ban satire and parody content. Instead, it requires the disclosure of the use of AI to be displayed within the altered videos or images. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's unclear why this conservative activist is suing California," Newsom spokesperson Izzy Gardon said in a statement. "This new disclosure law for election misinformation isn't any more onerous than laws already passed in other states, including Alabama."
Theodore Frank, an attorney representing the complainant, said the California laws are too far reaching and are designed to "force social media companies to censor and harass people."

    


"I'm not familiar with the Alabama law. On the other hand, the governor of Alabama had hasn't threatened our client the way the governor of California did," he told The Associated Press. 
The lawsuit appears to be among the first legal challenges over such legislation in the U.S. Frank told the AP he is planning to file another lawsuit over similar laws in Minnesota. 
State lawmakers in more than a dozen states have advanced similar proposals after the emergence of AI began supercharging the threat of election disinformation worldwide.
Among the three law signed by Newsom on Tuesday, one takes effect immediately to prevent deepfakes surrounding the 2024 election and is the most sweeping in scope. It targets not only materials that could affect how people vote but also any videos and images that could misrepresent election integrity. The law also covers materials depicting election workers and voting machines, not just political candidates.
The law makes it illegal to create and publish false materials related to elections 120 days before Election Day and 60 days thereafter. It also allows courts to stop the distribution of the materials, and violators could face civil penalties. The law exempts parody and satire. 

    


The goal, Newsom and lawmakers said, is to prevent the erosion of public trust in U.S. elections amid a "fraught political climate." 
But critics such as free speech advocates and Musk called the new California law unconstitutional and an infringement on the First Amendment. Hours after they were signed into law, Musk on Tuesday night elevated a post on X sharing an AI-generated video featuring altered audios of Harris. 
"The governor of California just made this parody video illegal in violation of the Constitution of the United States. Would be a shame if it went viral," Musk wrote of the AI-generated video, which has a caption identifying the video as a parody.
It is not clear how effective these laws are in stopping election deepfakes, said Ilana Beller of Public Citizen, a nonprofit consumer advocacy organization. The group tracks state legislation related to election deepfakes. None of the law has been tested in a courtroom, Beller said.

    


The law's effectiveness could be blunted by the slowness of the courts against a technology that can produce fake images for political ads and disseminate them at warp speed. 
It could take several days for a court to order injunctive relief to stop the distribution of the content, and by then, damages to a candidate or to an election could have been already done, Beller said. 
"In an ideal world, we'd be able to take the content down the second it goes up," she said. "Because the sooner you can take down the content, the less people see it, the less people proliferate it through reposts and the like, and the quicker you're able to dispel it."
Still, having such a law on the books could serve as a deterrent for potential violations, she said. 

    


Assemblymember Gail Pellerin declined to comment on the lawsuit, but said the law she authored is a simple tool to avoid misinformation.
"What we're saying is, hey, just mark that video as digitally altered for parody purposes," Pellerin said. "And so it's very clear that it's for satire or for parody." 
Newsom on Tuesday also signed another law to require campaigns to start disclosing AI-generated materials starting next year, after the 2024 election. 
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            Thousands of firefighters continued their efforts to extinguish over 100 wildfires in northern Portugal on Wednesday. (AP video by Helena Alves and Bruno Fonseca)
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            A fire rages on the hills around Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday night, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            Fires rage on the hills around Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday night, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            A car drives past a road closed by police as a wildfire burns close to it, near Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Monday night, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            Vehicles drive past a fire burning by the road near Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Monday night, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            Firefighters work to control a fire next to warehouses in Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by wildfires fires, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            A woman tries to extinguish the flames near Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            Wildfire advances near Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            A fire burns on a hillside near Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            Clouds of smoke drift with the strong wind as fires rage on the hills around Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            A fire rages on the hills around Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday night, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            A car drives past a road closed by police as a wildfire burns close to it, near Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Monday night, Sept. 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            Wildfire advances near Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)
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            A fire burns on a hillside near Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 10

                                    
                                    A fire burns on a hillside near Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            10 of 10 | 
            Clouds of smoke drift with the strong wind as fires rage on the hills around Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 10

                                    
                                    Clouds of smoke drift with the strong wind as fires rage on the hills around Sever do Vouga, a town in northern Portugal that has been surrounded by forest fires, Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruno Fonseca)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            HELENA ALVES and JOSEPH WILSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LISBON, Portugal (AP) -- More than 100 wildfires stretched thousands of firefighters to the limit in northern Portugal on Wednesday, with seven deaths since the worst spate of fires in recent years spread out of control over the weekend.
Portuguese Prime Minister Luis Montenegro declared a state of calamity for the hardest-hit areas late Tuesday, invoking powers to mobilize more firefighters and civil servants. He also called on police investigators to redouble their efforts to find those who started the fires and pledged help for those who have lost their homes or have been evacuated.
"We are well aware that these difficult hours are not over yet," Montenegro told the nation in a televised address. "We have to continue to give everything we have and ask for help from our partners and friends so that we can reinforce the protection of our people and property."

    


The European Copernicus satellite service said that over 15,000 hectares (37,000 acres) were scorched and a combined 13 kilometers (8 miles) of fire fronts were detected as of Tuesday night. It added that an area home to 210,000 people was exposed to the fire risk.




The hot, dry conditions behind the outbreaks in Portugal coincided with flooding in central Europe. The European Union said Wednesday that the juxtaposed extreme weather phenomena are proof of a "climate breakdown. "
Spain's military sent 240 soldiers and vehicles from its emergency response battalions specialized in combating fires to its neighbor.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Four water-dumping planes from France, two from Spain and two from Italy were deployed after answering an appeal to help their fellow EU member. Morocco likewise responded to a request by Portugal with two water-dumping planes that arrived Wednesday. 
"The thick smoke produced by most of these fires is making it very difficult for air units to operate," said Civil Protection official Andre Fernandes. "We are still at high risk for forest fires over the next 48 hours."

    


Thick grey smoke and the smell of burnt wood reached some 85 kilometers (50 miles) across the border into northwest Spain.
Montenegro made a special call for security forces to pursue both arsonists and any individuals who started a fire out of negligence. Portuguese national police said they arrested seven men suspected of starting wildfires in recent days. 
Authorities have prohibited the use of heavy farming equipment to reduce the risk of inadvertently starting a blaze.
Among the hardest-hit areas is the district of Aveiro, south of the northern city of Porto, but several major blazes were also raging out of control in other wooded areas.
Authorities have yet to release figures for property damage or the number of evacuees, but Portuguese state broadcaster RTP has shown charred houses in rural villages and local residents trying to battle flames with buckets of water, hoses, and even large tree branches. Other televised images showed visibility reduced to a few meters (yards) as orange smoke enveloped the terrain. 
Three firefighters died Tuesday in their vehicle, while another succumbed to what authorities called a "sudden illness" while on duty over the weekend. Three civilians have also perished, according to civil protection authorities. Health services attended to 10 seriously wounded people and another 49 people with minor injuries, Fernandes said.

    


Portugal was devasted by massive fires in 2017 that killed over 120 people. 
Experts link the fires to both climate change and the abandonment of traditional farming and forestry professions that helped keep rural areas clear of underbrush that is now fuel for fires.
___
Joseph Wilson wrote from Barcelona, Spain. Teresa Medrano contributed from Pontevedra, Spain.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/portugal-wildfires-calamity-climate-change-aveiro-bb8abc72159bcdf2ba1443168cfa7ba6
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            FILE - In this undated photo provided by the Campaign for LaMonica McIver, Newark City Council President LaMonica McIver speaks in Newark, N.J. (Tamara Fleming/Campaign for LaMonica McIver via AP)
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            Rep. Donald Payne, Jr., D-N.J., attends a ceremonial swearing-in on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Jan. 3, 2019. (AP Photo/Cliff Owen, File)
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                                        TRENTON, N.J. (AP) -- Democratic Newark City Council President LaMonica McIver has defeated Republican small businessman Carmen Bucco in a contest in New Jersey's 10th Congressional District that opened up because of the death of Rep. Donald Payne Jr. in April.
McIver will serve out the remainder of Payne's term, which ends in January. She and Bucco will face a rematch on the November ballot for the full term.
McIver said in a statement Wednesday that she stands on the "shoulders of giants," naming Payne as chief among them. 
She cast ahead to the November election, saying the right to make reproductive health choices was on the ballot as well as whether the economy should benefit the wealthy or "hard working Americans."
"I will fight because the purpose of politics and the purpose of our vote is to give the people of our communities and our nation a bold voice," she said.

    


Bucco congratulated McIver on the victory in a statement but said he's looking forward to the rematch in November. 
"I am not going anywhere," he said in an email. "We still have a second chance to make district 10 great again!"




McIver emerged as the Democratic candidate in a crowded field in the July special election. A member of the city council of New Jersey's biggest city since 2018, she also worked for Montclair Public Schools as a personnel director and plans to focus on affordability, infrastructure, abortion rights and "protecting our democracy," she told The Associated Press earlier this summer. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Bucco describes himself on his campaign website as a small-business owner influenced by his upbringing in the foster system. He lists support for law enforcement and ending corruption as top issues. 
The 10th District lies in a heavily Democratic and majority-Black region of northern New Jersey. Republicans are outnumbered by more than 6 to 1.
It's been a volatile year for Democrats in New Jersey, where the party dominates state government and the congressional delegation. 

    


Among the developments were the conviction on federal bribery charges of U.S. Sen. Bob Menendez, who has denied the charges, and the demise of the so-called county party line -- a system in which local political leaders give their preferred candidates favorable position on the primary ballot. 
Democratic Rep. Andy Kim, who's running for Menendez's seat, and other Democrats brought a federal lawsuit challenging the practice as part of his campaign to oust Menendez, who has resigned since his conviction.
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            Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute (CHCI) Leadership Conference, at the Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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            Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks during a town hall event at the Dort Financial Center in Flint, Mich., Tuesday, Sept. 17, 2024. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya)
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            People line up to hear Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump speak at a campaign event at Nassau Coliseum, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024, in Uniondale, N.Y. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        Donald Trump is taking his message Wednesday to a somewhat unlikely place: suburban New York.
The Republican presidential nominee and former president is heading to Uniondale, on Long Island, an area that could be key to his party maintaining control of the House. His party is trying to protect 18 Republicans in Democratic-heavy congressional districts Joe Biden carried in 2020.
Meanwhile, Vice President Kamala Harris spoke at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute's 47th Annual Leadership Conference in Washington and has trips planned later in the week to Michigan and Wisconsin.
Follow the AP's Election 2024 coverage at: https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
Here's the latest:
Trump campaigns in Democratic stronghold 
Trump is again insisting that he can win the state of New York, a Democratic stronghold. Trump is painting the city as a dangerous and dirty crime zone, even though it remains one of the safest big cities in the world.

    


He asks the state's residents, "What the hell do you have to lose?"
Trump lost New York to Democrat Joe Biden by more than 20 points in 2020.
Trump toward the end of his remarks said he wanted to impose a temporary cap on credit card interest rates -- around 10%. He did not offer any details on how he would achieve that, who would be eligible for the rates and how long they would last. His campaign did not respond to a message seeking details about the plan.




Missouri Republican Sen. Josh Hawley has introduced legislation that would cap interest rates broadly at 18% and on the other end of the political spectrum, Sen Bernie Sanders of Vermont, an Independent who describes himself as a democratic socialist, and Democratic Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, have in the past proposed capping the rates at 15%.
House rejects temporary funding bill to avoid government shutdown

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The House rejected Speaker Mike Johnson's proposal on Wednesday that would have linked temporary funding for the federal government with a mandate that states require proof of citizenship when people register to vote. The vote failed by a vote of 220-202.

    


Next steps on government funding are uncertain. Lawmakers are not close to completing work on the dozen annual appropriations bills that will fund federal agencies during the next fiscal year, so they'll need to approve a stopgap measure to prevent a partial shutdown when that budget year begins Oct. 1.
Requiring new voters to provide proof of citizenship has become a leading election-year priority for Republicans raising the specter of noncitizens voting in the U.S., even though it's already illegal to do so and research has shown that such voting is rare. 
Iranian hackers tried but failed to interest Biden's campaign in stolen Trump info, FBI says
Iranian hackers sought to interest President Joe Biden's campaign in information stolen from rival Donald Trump's campaign, sending unsolicited emails to people connected to the Democratic president in an effort to interfere in the 2024 election, the FBI and other federal agencies said Wednesday.
There's no evidence that any of the recipients responded, officials said, preventing the hacked information from surfacing in the final months of the closely contested election.

    


The hackers sent emails in late June and early July to people who were associated with Biden's campaign before he dropped out. The emails "contained an excerpt taken from stolen, non-public material from former President Trump's campaign as text in the emails," according to a U.S. government statement.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


The announcement is the latest effort to call out what officials say is Iran's brazen, ongoing work to interfere in the 2024 election, including a hack-and-leak campaign that the FBI and other federal agencies linked last month to Tehran. The Justice Department has been preparing charges in that breach, The Associated Press has reported.
Read more here.
Ahead of Trump's rally, awe over the former president continued campaigning
A new sense of tension hung over the leadup to a Trump rally in Uniondale, New York, following the second apparent assassination attempt on the former president in as many months. Earlier Wednesday, a false report that explosives had been found in a car near the arena during a security sweep circulated online, amplified in some cases by Trump surrogate Elon Musk.

    


But the recent incidents didn't scare off Eileen and Bill Deighan, a couple from nearby Yonkers.
"I know some people are scared to come, but I'm not," said Eileen Deighan, 63, a nurse, who said that she trusted the men and women working security at the venue, even if she harbors some suspicions about higher-ups.
She said she was inspired by Trump's decision to keep on campaigning given the threats.
"The fact that he didn't give up, he's willing to fight for our country, how could you not support that?' she asked. "That will that he has - doesn't give up. It's very contagious."
She was also there in honor of the couple's daughter, a nurse, who died last year at the age of 25 and had been a huge Trump supporter.
Eileen Deighan said she knows her daughter is with her.
"Trump," she said, "has angels, too."

    


Bill Deighan, 64, an accountant, was sporting a shirt with Trump's mugshot and the words "NEVER SURRENDER!" He said he was "absolutely not" scared to come to his second Trump rally, and said if Trump could be here, so could he.
While he's been a supporter since the former president first came down the escalator in 2015, he said his support has only grown more intense since a gunman opened fire at a Pennsylvania rally in July and following Trump's legal woes.
Trump weighs in on fed rate cut and Teamsters
Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump was asked about the Federal Reserve's decision to cut its benchmark interest rate by an unusually large half-point.
"I guess it shows the economy is very bad to cut it by that much, assuming they're not just playing politics. The economy would be very bad or they're playing politics. One or the other, but it was a big cut," Trump said on Wednesday in New York City while stopping at a Bitcoin bar.
While at a separate event, Trump's running mate JD Vance said the half-point rate cut was "nothing compared to what American families have been dealing with."
Trump also called the Teamsters' decision not to endorse either him or Vice President Kamal Harris "a great honor."
"It's a great honor. They're not going to endorse the Democrats. That's a big thing. And this is the first time in, I guess, 50-60, years that that's happened. Democrats automatically have the Teamsters," Trump said.
He cited the Teamsters' internal polling of members showed he had an advantage over Harris and said he worked with Teamsters members while working in New York City real estate.
RFK Jr. strikes out in court again and will remain on Michigan's ballot
A federal judge in Michigan has rejected Robert F. Kennedy Jr.'s request to remove his name from the state ballot.
Kennedy turned to federal court after striking out with the Michigan Supreme Court. His lawyer argued, among other things, that Kennedy's First Amendment rights were being violated by having his name listed as the Natural Law Party's candidate when he has publicly said he's dropping out and supporting former President Donald Trump.
Kennedy's "interest in unilaterally withdrawing and having his name removed from the ballot is outweighed by the state's interest in maintaining the integrity of the ballot," U.S. District Judge Denise Page Hood said.
"If allowed to withdraw, the Natural Law Party will have no candidate on the ticket, no opportunity to replace (Kennedy), and risk losing access to the ballot in the next general election," the judge said.
Michigan election officials said 90% of ballots have already been printed. Creating new ballots in Wayne, the state's largest county, just to erase Kennedy's name would cost $500,000, state attorneys said.
Vance criticizes Harris over her lack of media interviews
Trump running mate Sen. JD Vance opened up his remarks in Raleigh, North Carolina, by railing against Vice President Kamala Harris' lack of media appearances.
Vance called her a "dangerous San Francisco liberal" who was pretending to be moderate. He also suggested the lack of interviews meant she would be unable to sit among other world leaders such as Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping in meetings.
"I happen to believe if you want to be the American people's president, you ought not to be afraid of friendly American media," Vance said.
Tuesday, Harris sat for an extended, nearly hour-long interview with reporters from the National Association of Black Journalists.
The latter half of his speech focused on economic issues, such as the cost of housing, energy prices and grocery costs. He connected the cost of housing to Democratic policies and illegal immigration -- which garnered boos from the crowd. Deportations and building a wall on the U.S-Mexico border to stifle illegal immigration are among Trump's priorities in office, he said.
He added that he had a message for drug cartels and people in the country illegally.
"Pack your bags, because you're going home," Vance said.
Vance mentioned Springfield, Ohio, during his speech, saying he spoke with residents who wouldn't drive in certain parts of the city because illegal immigrants have made it "unsafe to be on the roads."
He had a similar message for Harris, saying voters in November need to "send Kamala Harris packing."
Harris will go to Georgia on Friday to talk about abortion rights
Vice President Kamala Harris is heading to Georgia on Friday to speak about abortion rights following a report that a 20-year-old woman died after medical care was delayed amid complications from a medication abortion, according to a report by ProPublica.
The Harris campaign has worked to highlight the growing consequences of the fall of Roe, including that in some states, women are suffering worse medical care. Harris lays the blame squarely on Republican nominee Donald Trump, who appointed three of the conservatives to the U.S. Supreme Court who helped overturn the constitutional right to abortion.
A solid majority of Americans oppose a federal abortion ban as a rising number support access to abortions for any reason, according to a June poll by The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
The Teamsters union has declined to endorse Harris or Trump in the presidential race
The International Brotherhood of Teamsters declined Wednesday to endorse Kamala Harris or Donald Trump for president, saying neither candidate had sufficient support from the 1.3 million-member union.
"Unfortunately, neither major candidate was able to make serious commitments to our union to ensure the interests of working people are always put before Big Business," Teamsters President Sean M. O'Brien said in a statement. "We sought commitments from both Trump and Harris not to interfere in critical union campaigns or core Teamsters industries -- and to honor our members' right to strike -- but were unable to secure those pledges."
Harris met Monday with a panel of Teamsters, having long courted organized labor and made support for the middle class her central policy goal. Trump also met with a panel of Teamsters and even invited O'Brien to speak at the Republican National Convention, where the union leader railed against corporate greed.
The Teamsters on Wednesday said internal polling of its members showed Trump with an advantage over Harris.
The Teamsters' choice to not endorse comes weeks ahead of the Nov. 5 election, far later than other large unions such as the AFL-CIO and the United Auto Workers that have chosen to back Harris.
Harris questions how Trump would carry out promised mass deportation
Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris has criticized Donald Trump's promise to deport millions of people who are in the United States illegally.
The Republican former president has pledge to carry out the largest mass deportation operation in U.S. history if he's reelected in November. He's provided no detail on how he'd handle it.
Harris questioned Trump's intentions Wednesday during a speech in Washington to Hispanic members of Congress. She asked whether her rival would need to rely on "massive raids" and "massive detention camps" to achieve his deportation goal.
Trump was expected to appear in Uniondale on New York's Long Island later Wednesday.
The National Treasury Employees Union endorses Harris for president
The National Treasury Employees Union endorsed Kamala Harris for president Wednesday.
"When it comes to treating federal employees with respect, valuing their service and investing in their work, Kamala Harris is the clear choice," said National President Doreen Greenwald. "She shares our values and our commitment to making sure that the federal government works for all Americans. She has been a strong advocate for the issues that matter most to federal employees: fair pay, paid family leave, adequate agency funding and staffing, and robust collective bargaining rights."
Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump has vowed to fire tens of thousands of federal workers if elected. In 2020, Trump issued an executive order called "Schedule F" that would have stripped them of job protections.
As Trump seeks Polish-American votes, he and the Polish president are due to be at the same event
Donald Trump and Polish President Andrzej Duda are scheduled to attend the same event this Sunday in Pennsylvania, a battleground state in this year's presidential election, as Trump seeks to tap into the Polish-American vote.
A meeting between the two at a Polish-American shrine hasn't yet been confirmed, but seemed possible given their friendly ties in the past -- and the fact that Duda's office said it expected a meeting if Trump were to attend.
Pennsylvania has one of the largest Polish-American populations in the county, and both Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris want their support. During the recent presidential debate in Philadelphia, Harris appealed to Polish Americans by casting Trump as a threat to the security of Poland and Europe more widely because of his opposition to U.S. support for Ukraine in its war against Russia.
Trump won the state in 2016 but Democratic President Joe Biden won in 2020.
Police commissioner says person who may have been training a bomb detecting dog caused false explosives report
Nassau County Police Commissioner Patrick Ryder says someone who may have been training a bomb detecting dog prompted false reports of explosives being found near former President Donald Trump's rally on New York's Long Island.
"There is a person who is being questioned who may have been training a bomb detection dog near the site," Ryder said. "The individual with the bomb dog falsely reported explosives being found and that individual is currently being detained by the police."
Officials say online reports of explosives found in a car near a Trump rally are false
Nassau County officials say social media reports that explosives were found in a car near former President Donald Trump's New York rally on Long Island just days after the second apparent assassination attempt on him are false.
Christopher Boyle, spokesperson for Nassau County Executive Bruce Blakeman, and Lt. Scott Skrynecki, spokesperson for the Nassau County Police Department, both said Wednesday morning that the reports are unfounded.
"No. Ridiculous. Zero validity," Boyle said.
"False," Skrynecki said in a text.
The officials said they would be releasing an official statement later.
In a post on X, Musk says 'Trump must win' the presidential election
Elon Musk, the owner of the social media platform X, posted overnight that "Trump must win" to save the country.
"Unless Trump is elected, America will fall to tyranny," he wrote to his nearly 200 million followers. He was replying to a post that argued the former president is the only candidate fighting an impending American dictatorship.
The post falls into a recent pattern for Musk, who endorsed Trump in July. He frequently jumps into the political fray with inflammatory commentary during tense moments. He also has repeatedly shared misinformation about elections to his massive audience on X.
Musk's critics and several election officials have condemned his actions as irresponsible, but the 53-year-old billionaire and many conservatives vehemently disagree. They sharply criticize Democrats for suggesting that speech should be moderated or criminalized and blame the assassination attempts against Trump on the left's rhetoric.
White House hosts first meeting with Trump, Harris transition teams
Representatives for former President Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris ' transition teams met for the first time at the White House, the Biden administration announced Wednesday, as the outgoing administration plans to smooth the handoff to whomever wins in November.
Chief of Staff Jeffrey Zients hosted a meeting Tuesday of the White House Transition Coordinating Committee -- the government's senior-most transition planning group -- and for the first time this year included Harris and Trump aides. The meeting and invitation to both parties' representatives are required under the Presidential Transition Act, which mandates that the designated candidate representatives serve in an advisory capacity.
Now a Roe advocate, woman raped by stepfather as a child tells her story in Harris campaign ad
A 22-year-old woman who became an abortion rights advocate after she was raped by her stepfather as a child tells her story in a new campaign ad for Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris.
Hadley Duvall says in voiceover that she's never slept a full night in her life -- her stepfather first started abusing her when she was five years old, and impregnated her when she was 12. As she speaks, images of Duvall as a child flash on the screen. The soundtrack of the ad is a song by Billie Eilish, who endorsed the vice president Tuesday.
"I just remember thinking I have to get out of my skin. I can't be me right now. Like, this can't be it," Duvall says. "I didn't know what to do. I was a child. I didn't know what it meant to be pregnant, at all. But I had options."
The ad is part of a continued push by the Harris campaign to highlight the growing consequences of the fall of Roe, including that some states have abortion restrictions with no exceptions for rape or incest. Women in some states are suffering increasingly perilous medical care and the first reported instance of a woman dying from delayed reproductive care surfaced this week.
New Jersey voters are set to pick a successor to late congressman in special election
Voters in northern New Jersey are set to settle a special U.S. House election to fill the seat that opened when Rep. Donald Payne Jr. died earlier this year.
Democratic Newark City Council President LaMonica McIver and Republican Carmen Bucco are competing for the seat in the heavily Democratic and majority-Black 10th Congressional District. Democratic Gov. Phil Murphy set the special election under state law after Payne died in April. He had served on the House for more than two decades.
Wednesday's election determines who serves out the remainder of Payne's term, which ends Jan. 3, 2025. The regular election process held in parallel will determine who fills the seat after that. McIver and Bucco are also on the ballot for the full term in the seat, along with third-party candidates.
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                    Antonio Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General, speaks during the 79th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Tuesday, Sept. 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- The United Nations chief urged the world's divided nations on Wednesday to compromise and approve a blueprint to address global challenges from conflicts and climate change to artificial intelligence and reforming the U.N. and global financial institutions.
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told reporters that discussions on the "Pact of the Future" are in their final stretch and failure to reach the required consensus among all 193 U.N. member nations "would be tragic."
A year ago, Guterres sounded an alarm about the survival of humanity and the planet and summoned world leaders to a Summit of the Future at their global gathering this year to unite and take action to reform the U.N. and other institutions established after World War II and address new global threats. It is taking place Sunday and Monday, just before Tuesday's start of the annual high-level meeting at the U.N. General Assembly.

    


Negotiations on the 30-page pact, now in its fourth revision, have been taking place for months, and in recent interviews and at Wednesday's press conference the secretary-general has faced questions about its lack of vision, and what is different from U.N. documents adopted in recent years that haven't been implemented.




"It's very simple," the U.N. chief replied.
All the previous "extraordinary, important declarations" were about what is needed to meet the challenges of the 21st century, he said. The Summit of the Future is about implementing those challenges, which requires reform of global institutions established after World War II including the United Nations.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Guterres stressed that in every area -- from climate to AI -- "there is a serious problem of governance," and that's what the Summit of the Future is about.
The draft Pact of the Future says world leaders are gathering "at a time of profound global transformation," and it warns of "rising catastrophic and existential risks" that could tip people everywhere "into a future of persistent crisis and breakdown."

    


But the draft says leaders are coming to the U.N. "to protect the needs and interests of present and future generations through actions in the Pact for the Future."
It includes 51 actions on issues including eradicating poverty, combating climate change, achieving gender equality, promoting peace and protecting civilians, and reinvigorating the multilateral system to "seize the opportunities of today and tomorrow."
Guterres pointed to "potential breakthroughs" in the pact including "the strongest language on Security Council reform in a generation," and the most concrete steps to enlarging the powerful 15-member body since 1963.
He also cited the first measures to govern new technologies including Artificial Intelligence, a "major advance" in reforming international financial institutions, and a commitment to multiply resources for developing countries to meet U.N. development goals by 2030.
Urging member states to get the Pact of the Future "over the finish line," Guterres said, "We can't create a future fit for our grandchildren with systems built for our grandparents."

    


U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield told reporters Tuesday that a priority for the Biden administration at this year's Summit of the Future is "to create a more inclusive and effective international system."
She said the Group of 77 which now represents 134 developing countries at the U.N., the 27-member European Union and the United States all agreed to the fourth revision of the Pact of the Future.
But the U.S. ambassador said Russia objected to about 15 different issues, Saudi Arabia had problems with the climate language, and other countries objected to the language on reforming the international financial institutions including the World Bank and International Monetary Fund..
"I do think the Summit of the Future will make a difference," Thomas-Greenfield said. "There are still some major differences. ... But I am still hopeful that we will get there."
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                                        A former sheriff's deputy at a northern Virginia jail was sentenced Wednesday to 6 1/2 years in prison for smuggling drugs into the jail and for running a sex trafficking operation out of a Baltimore apartment. 
Robert T. Sanford Jr., 37, worked night shifts at the Fairfax County jail as a corrections officer between 2021 and 2023, according to court records. 
He admitted that he smuggled drugs and a phone into a jail inmate, including fentanyl and cocaine, for distribution among other inmates. He gave inside information to the inmate about internal investigations, and tipped him off to inmates who were cooperating with law enforcement, subjecting those inmates to intimidation. 
Outside his role as a guard, prosecutors say Sanford was a pimp who trafficked women and plied them with drugs.
"There is a significant distinction between one who merely solicits escorts or uses drugs to relieve stress and escape, and one who provides housing and drugs to opioid-dependent and homeless women in exchange for sexual acts and financial gain," prosecutors wrote. 

    


Jessica D. Aber, U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, said Sanford "preyed on the vulnerabilities of people in his care. His corruption didn't stop with profiting from feeding the addictions of inmates in his charge. Rather than assisting homeless and addicted members of his community, Sanford used drugs to entrap them in a life of prostitution for his own gain."




The sentence issued Thursday in U.S. District Court in Alexandria was roughly in line with that requested by prosecutors, and longer than the 4-year sentence sought by Sanford's public defender.
Sanford apologized for his actions in a letter to the judge. 
"I will continue attending therapy to ensure I remain on the right path," he wrote. "I deeply regret my actions and the harm they caused."
Sanford's lawyer said mental health issues contributed to his misdeeds. 
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., center, presents a Congressional Gold Medal posthumously to Joylette Hylick, left, and Katherine Moore, daughters of Katherine Johnson, the Black NASA mathematician featured in the movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. They are joined by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., second from right, and Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            U.S. Capitol Police honor guards place Congressional Gold Medals to be presented at a ceremony to honor the Black women mathematicians of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            FILE - This photo provided by NASA shows engineer Mary W. Jackson at the Langley Research Center in Hampton, Va., in 1977. (Robert Nye/NASA via AP)
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            This photo provided by NASA shows mathematician Katherine Johnson in 1966. (NASA via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by NASA shows Dorothy J. Vaughan. (NASA via AP)
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            FILE - NASA engineer Christine Darden, who was one of the "human computers" employed by NASA during the space race, attends a Senate subcommittee panel on NASA exploration on Capitol Hill in Washington, on Tuesday, July 9, 2019. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., center, presents a Congressional Gold Medal posthumously to Joylette Hylick, left, and Katherine Moore, daughters of Katherine Johnson, the Black NASA mathematician featured in the movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 14 | 
            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., center, stands with Dr. Christon Darden, left, to present a Congressional Gold Medal on behalf of her grandmother Christine Darden as they honor the Black women mathematicians of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the book and movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. They are joined by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., second from right, and Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., center, presents a Congressional Gold Medal posthumously honoring NASA mathematician Mary Jackson to her granddaughters KaShawnta Lee, left, and Wanda Jackson, joined at right by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., at a celebration of the Black women of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the book and movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., center, presents a Congressional Gold Medal to Ann Hammond, daughter of NASA's Dorothy Vaughan, at a ceremony to honor the Black women mathematicians of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the book and movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. They are joined by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., second from right, and Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            12 of 14 | 
            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., reacts after dropping a Congressional Gold Medal while posing for a photograph with NASA's Johnson Space Center Senior Apollo Sample Processor and Lab Manager Andrea Mosie, left, at a Congressional Gold Medal ceremony to honor the Black women mathematicians of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the book and movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., watches at right. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., accidentally drops a Congressional Gold Medal while posing for a photograph with NASA's Johnson Space Center Senior Apollo Sample Processor and Lab Manager Andrea Mosie, left, at a Congressional Gold Medal ceremony to honor the Black women mathematicians of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the book and movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., watches at right. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., reacts after dropping a Congressional Gold Medal while posing for a photograph with NASA's Johnson Space Center Senior Apollo Sample Processor and Lab Manager Andrea Mosie, left, at a Congressional Gold Medal ceremony to honor the Black women mathematicians of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the book and movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., watches at right. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., center, presents a Congressional Gold Medal posthumously to Joylette Hylick, left, and Katherine Moore, daughters of Katherine Johnson, the Black NASA mathematician featured in the movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. They are joined by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., second from right, and Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            U.S. Capitol Police honor guards place Congressional Gold Medals to be presented at a ceremony to honor the Black women mathematicians of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            FILE - This photo provided by NASA shows engineer Mary W. Jackson at the Langley Research Center in Hampton, Va., in 1977. (Robert Nye/NASA via AP)
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            This photo provided by NASA shows mathematician Katherine Johnson in 1966. (NASA via AP)
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            This undated photo provided by NASA shows Dorothy J. Vaughan. (NASA via AP)
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            FILE - NASA engineer Christine Darden, who was one of the "human computers" employed by NASA during the space race, attends a Senate subcommittee panel on NASA exploration on Capitol Hill in Washington, on Tuesday, July 9, 2019. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., center, presents a Congressional Gold Medal posthumously to Joylette Hylick, left, and Katherine Moore, daughters of Katherine Johnson, the Black NASA mathematician featured in the movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., center, stands with Dr. Christon Darden, left, to present a Congressional Gold Medal on behalf of her grandmother Christine Darden as they honor the Black women mathematicians of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the book and movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. They are joined by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., second from right, and Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., center, presents a Congressional Gold Medal posthumously honoring NASA mathematician Mary Jackson to her granddaughters KaShawnta Lee, left, and Wanda Jackson, joined at right by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., at a celebration of the Black women of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the book and movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., center, presents a Congressional Gold Medal to Ann Hammond, daughter of NASA's Dorothy Vaughan, at a ceremony to honor the Black women mathematicians of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the book and movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. They are joined by House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., second from right, and Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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            House Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., accidentally drops a Congressional Gold Medal while posing for a photograph with NASA's Johnson Space Center Senior Apollo Sample Processor and Lab Manager Andrea Mosie, left, at a Congressional Gold Medal ceremony to honor the Black women mathematicians of NASA who contributed to the space race and who were the subject of the book and movie "Hidden Figures," at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., watches at right. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The hidden figures of the space race were recognized with Congress' highest honor at a medal ceremony on Wednesday.
The Congressional Gold Medal was presented to the families of Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson and Christine Darden at the U.S. Capitol. Darden watched the ceremony from her Connecticut home.
A medal was also given to all the women who worked as mathematicians, engineers and "human computers" in the U.S. space program from the 1930s to 1970s.
"By honoring them, we honor the very best of our country's spirit," said author Margot Lee Shetterly, whose book "Hidden Figures" was adapted into a film in 2016. 
The National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics - a precursor to NASA - hired hundreds of women to crunch numbers for space missions. The Black women hired worked in a segregated unit of female mathematicians at what is now NASA's Langley Research Center in Virginia. 

    


Johnson's hand-written calculations helped John Glenn become the first American to orbit the Earth in 1962. She was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2015 - the nation's highest civilian honor.


Vaughan rose to become NASA's first Black supervisor and Jackson was NASA's first Black female engineer. Darden is best known for her sonic boom research. 
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hidden-figures-katherine-johnson-nasa-space-race-90f3633df4f19995776120dc1c22a249



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Philadelphia mayor strikes a deal with the 76ers to build a new arena downtown | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Philadelphia mayor strikes a deal with the 76ers to build a new arena downtown

    Philadelphia mayor strikes a deal with the 76ers to build a new arena downtown

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 6 | 
            The Philadelphia 76ers have a new teammate in their bid to build a new $1.3 billion arena downtown. The mayor's decision came despite objections from nearby Chinatown residents. (AP Video: Tassanee Vejpongsa)
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            Evening traffic passes near the Chinatown neighborhood of Philadelphia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            A man walks through the Chinatown neighborhood of Philadelphia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            People pass through the Chinatown neighborhood of Philadelphia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            A man walks through the Chinatown neighborhood of Philadelphia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            People walk through the Chinatown neighborhood of Philadelphia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 6

                                    
                                    A man walks through the Chinatown neighborhood of Philadelphia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)


                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 6 | 
            People pass through the Chinatown neighborhood of Philadelphia, Wednesday, Sept. 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)
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                                        PHILADELPHIA (AP) -- The Philadelphia 76ers have a new teammate in their bid to build a new $1.3 billion arena downtown.
Mayor Cherelle Parker announced Wednesday that she has forged a deal with team owners to keep the NBA franchise in town and will send it to city council. The decision comes despite objections from nearby Chinatown residents and just weeks after New Jersey's governor offered $400 million in tax breaks to build the site across the river in Camden. 
"This is an historic agreement," Parker said in a video posted on the social platform X. "I wholeheartedly believe this is the right deal for the people of Philadelphia. To the people of Chinatown, please know that I hear you. We have the best Chinatown in the United States, and I am committed to working together to support it."
Team owners say their planned 76 Place would improve a struggling retail corridor near City Hall and capitalize on the city's public transit. They have vowed not to renew the lease on their current home, a circa 1996 arena in the city's South Philadelphia sports complex, when their lease runs out in 2031. 

    


The team now rents the arena from Comcast Spectacor, which also owns the Philadelphia Flyers of the NHL, who also play there. Instead, the Sixers' owners want their own, more modern facility, one they could also rent out for concerts and other events.




Josh Harris, a managing partner of the ownership group, Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment, has said the Sixers will build a privately funded facility that "strengthens ties within the local community through investments that prioritize equity, inclusivity and accessibility."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

On Wednesday, a spokesperson said the owners were grateful for Parker's support of their proposal "and look forward to advancing to the next steps with city council."
Chinatown activists who have felt the squeeze of development repeatedly since at least the 1990s had urged the mayor to reject the plan. They are only now getting some relief from a sunken expressway that cleaved their community in two in 1991, in the form of a $159 million grant to build a park over the six-lane highway and reconnect the area.

    


Parker, who inherited the 76ers issue when she took office in January, had promised to consider their input. Activists complained Wednesday that she ignored it. Some of them took to City Hall with homemade lanterns to "shine a light" on the potential consequences. They say the project will increase vehicle traffic in their pedestrian-friendly neighborhood and force vulnerable residents -- older people, low-income families and new immigrants -- out.
Debbie Wei, of the Save Chinatown Coalition, said the mayor alone should not decide "whether our community should live or die."
"This fight is far from over," she said in a statement. "We are going to fight this, and we are going to the mat. It's on."
Comcast Spectacor Chairman and CEO Daniel J. Hilferty said they will keep the door open for the 76ers as the plan unfolds while working with the Phillies to expand entertainment venues and jobs at the South Philadelphia complex.
"Either way, we always want what is best for Philadelphia," Hilferty said in a statement. 
___
AP sportswriter Dan Gelston contributed to this report from Philadelphia.
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            FILE - Chair of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Subcommittee on Investigations Sen. Jon Ossoff, D-Ga., speaks during the hearing on Sexual Abuse of Female Inmates in Federal Prisons, Dec. 13, 2022, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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            FILE - Postmaster General and CEO Louis DeJoy speaks in the East Room of the White House in Washington, March 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- Democratic U.S. Sen. Jon Ossoff of Georgia said Wednesday he wants Congress to have more control over selecting the U.S. postmaster general after a mail-service breakdown in his state.
Ossoff's proposed Postmaster General Reform Act would require the U.S. Senate to confirm a president's appointment to the role. Right now, the position is appointed by the U.S. Postal Service Board of Governors without confirmation from Congress. The legislation would also allow postmaster generals to stay in office for a maximum of two five-year terms. The position currently has no term limits.
"The execution debacle by the U.S. Postal Service in Georgia has been a failure of leadership and a failure of management, and it has reflected the incompetent leadership and the incompetent management of the postmaster general himself," Ossoff said at a news conference Wednesday.

    


Lawmakers across states have criticized DeJoy for his management of the Postal Service. The legislation comes as DeJoy has tried to squash concerns from election officials throughout the country that the postal system is not prepared to handle a rush of mail-in ballots ahead of the November election. 




Georgia lawmakers have blamed operational issues at the postal facility in suburban Atlanta for many of the state's delivery hiccups. USPS consolidated multiple facilities into one in Palmetto, which was supposed to make the delivery process more efficient. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Similar hubs were created in Richmond, Virginia, and Portland, Oregon, as the Postal Service has tried to deal with nationwide slowdowns in delivery and financial losses. The volume of first-class mail has dropped 80% since 1997 as packaged shipments have grown, leading to $87 billion in losses from 2007 to 2020.
But Georgia was ranked as the worst-performing state in a Postal Service service performance report for the second quarter of 2024 that tracked transit time for mail delivery. Ossoff has regularly pressed DeJoy for updates on how he plans to improve the agency's operations, a concern that has also been echoed by a number of Georgia's Republican U.S. House members.

    


"This is about whether seniors are receiving their medication in the mail," Ossoff said Wednesday. "This is about whether citizens are receiving vital notices from the court -- notices to appear, notices of eviction. This is about whether small businesses can function. High quality postal service can't be a luxury. It is a necessity."
After the Palmetto facility opened, delivery rates slowed. Georgia saw a 90% on-time delivery rate for first-class mail for most of 2023. That rate dropped below 40% in March, but it has since rebounded above 80%.
Ossoff visited Palmetto in June. He called out DeJoy for poor management as employees from across the state had to move to the Palmetto location.
DeJoy told local leaders he planned to add staff and noted that mail service in the state was improving. 
Ossoff said Wednesday that Georgians deserve better, saying he expects bipartisan support for the legislation.

    


"This is a job of such importance that there needs to be a real job interview with those the people elect to confirm the most important officials in the federal government," Ossoff said.
___
Charlotte Kramon is a corps member for The Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues. Follow Kramon on X: @charlottekramon
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            FILE - Harrison Li holds a photo of his father, Kai Li, as he poses for a photo, Jan. 23, 2024, in Palo Alto, Calif. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The families of four Americans detained in China said Wednesday that their loved ones are suffering both physically and mentally, urging the U.S. government to take action to bring them home. 
Appearing before the Congressional-Executive Commission of China, the families of Kai Li, Mark Swidan, Dawn Michelle Hunt and Nelson Wells Jr. -- all of whom have been detained in China for at least eight years -- cast a spotlight on the longstanding issue that has gained new attention with the release this week of American pastor David Lin, who was behind bars for almost 20 years.
More Americans are detained in China than in any other foreign country, according to the commission created by Congress to monitor human rights in the communist country. The panel has vowed to bring to light the harrowing stories of the other Americans detained in China and keep pressure on the Biden administration to act. 

    


"This is American human rights being violated with impunity," said Rep. Chris Smith, a New Jersey Republican who chairs the commission.
At the hearing, Harrison Li said his father had suffered a stroke and lost a tooth and that he was largely locked in a cell for three years when China imposed draconian restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic. Kai Li is serving 10 years in a Shanghai jail on what rights groups say are trumped-up charges of spying and stealing state secrets.




"Everyday I wake up I shudder at the thought of him crammed in that tiny cell with anywhere from seven to 11 other people, no climate control, unable to sleep in the summer due to the heat, experiencing the mental and physical anguish," Harrison Li said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He told the panel that it is time for his father to come home: "So I ask President Biden, how much longer does he need to suffer?"
Nelson Wells Sr. said his son, jailed in China since 2014 over what the family believes to have been unwitting drug possession, is suffering from "debilitating chronic pain, seizures, malnutrition, internal issues, dental pain, severe depression and thoughts of self-harm."

    


He expressed frustration at the lack of progress to bring his son home. "Please help our family by creating a pathway for outright release or prisoner transfer to a home prison," Wells Sr. said.
Tim Hunt, brother of Dawn Hunt, choked up when he asked the commission to help her. She's serving life in prison in the southern province of Guangdong after being arrested in 2014 and charged with drug smuggling, which she denies, the family said.
Tim Hunt said his sister was tricked into believing she had won a contest that brought her to Hong Kong. He says she was taken to mainland China, where she was given designer purses before a flight to Australia without knowing illicit drugs were sewn into the linings.
Dawn Hunt has developed ailments but has refused surgeries out of distrust, her brother said, adding that "our citizens are being mistreated, abused -- and it's coordinated."
While Americans should be held liable for breaking the law in a foreign country, Beijing's legal practice and human rights records make judicial justice a far reach, said Sen. Jeff Merkley, an Oregon Democrat and the commission's co-chair. 

    


"We know that even one American detained as a political prisoner in China is one too many," Merkley said.
Rep. Zach Nunn, an Iowa Republican, accused China of engaging in hostage diplomacy by "warehousing American citizens for a time that they want to gain leverage against the United States."
The Chinese Embassy in Washington said China is ruled by law. 
"The judicial authorities will handle the criminal suspects strictly in accordance with the law, treat them equally regardless of their nationality, and protect their legitimate rights and interests," the embassy said in a statement.
The U.S. State Department advises Americans to reconsider travel to China, citing "the risk of wrongful detentions" as a reason for its second-highest travel alert.
The hearing also showed a video by Katherine Swidan, mother of Mark Swidan, who said her son was suffering. He has been jailed in China for 12 years on a drug charge and, along with Li, is considered wrongfully detained by the State Department. 
In a statement, Katherine Swidan urged the U.S. government to act: "I am pleading for my son's life, his freedom and the chance to bring him home."
___
AP writer Elsie Chen contributed from Washington.
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            A man crosses a storm drain filled with trash in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            People carry an empty coffin past a street food vendor into the shop that is buying it to repair and sell in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            A police officer checks the receipt that shows the purchase of goats being transported on the back of a motorcycle in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, Sept. 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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                                        SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) -- Haiti's government on Wednesday created a provisional electoral council long sought by the international community to prepare the troubled Caribbean country for its first general elections since 2016.
Smith Augustin, a member of the country's transitional presidential council, confirmed to The Associated Press that the electoral council was created, albeit with only seven of what by law is supposed to be a nine-member panel. He said the two other members would likely be announced in upcoming days.
The electoral council, which represents groups including farmers, journalists, human rights activists and the Vodou community, is tasked with organizing the elections and helping create the legal framework to hold them.
Haiti has not had a president since July 2021, and it last held elections in 2016.
The previous electoral council had been dissolved in September 2021 by former Prime Minister Ariel Henry, who accused it of being "partisan." His move delayed elections planned for November 2021 and prompted critics to accuse Henry of holding on to power, accusations he rejected.

    


Henry was himself a transitional leader. He was sworn in as prime minister roughly two weeks after former President Jovenel Moise was assassinated at his private home in July 2021. Henry repeatedly pledged to hold elections but blamed worsening gang violence for his failure to do so.




Earlier this year, gangs that control 80% of the capital of Port-au-Prince launched coordinated attacks on critical government infrastructure, a move that eventually led to Henry's resignation.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


A transitional presidential council was then created and tasked with holding presidential elections by February 2026.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The assassination of Moise had left a major political vacuum. 
In addition, the terms of 10 remaining senators expired in January 2023, stripping Haiti of its last democratically elected institution. The country had failed to hold legislative elections since October 2019, with Moise ruling by decree before he was killed.

    


The newly formed provisional electoral council faces numerous obstacles, including persistent gang violence blamed for the killing of more than 3,200 people from January to May.
To help quell gang violence, nearly 400 Kenyan police arrived in Haiti earlier this year as part of a U.N.-backed mission that also expects to see the pledged deployment of soldiers and police from the Bahamas, Chad, Benin and Bangladesh.
Turf wars among gangs have left more than half a million people homeless in recent years, with thousands of Haitians forced to flee their homes, abandoning essential documents including ID's needed to vote.
Government officials have been visiting makeshift shelters to provide new IDs, but many Haitians remain without one.
"How are people going to vote?" said Daniel Janvier, 40, who now lives at a shelter after gangs raided his home and forced him to leave everything behind. "Most of the people that I know in this area don't have an ID."
Janvier, who is unemployed after losing his job at a factory making pants, said he had his doubts that the government would actually organize elections.
"I think all of this is a joke," he said. "Thousands and thousands of people are spread out. They won't know where to go and vote if they manage to have elections." 
___
Associated Press reporter Evens Sanon in Port-au-Prince, Haiti contributed.
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Walkie-talkie explosions injure hundreds in Lebanon a day after pager attacks. Here's how the news unfolded

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A company based in Hungary was responsible for manufacturing pagers that exploded in an apparent Israeli operation targeting Hezbollah, another firm said. Pagers exploded nearly simultaneously on Tuesday in Lebanon and Syria. (AP video: Alon Bernstein/Suleiman Amhaz/Mustapha El baba)


                
                
            

        
    



            



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-war-latest-18-september-2024-57883abeb4ec300edafc7395d17d0b38



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Justice Department disrupts vast Chinese hacking operation that infected consumer devices | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Justice Department disrupts vast Chinese hacking operation that infected consumer devices

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FBI Director Christopher Wray listens during a meeting of the Justice Department's Election Threats Task Force at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The FBI has disrupted a group of hackers working at the direction of the Chinese government who targeted universities, government agencies and other organizations, Director Chris Wray said Wednesday.
The hacking campaign known as Flax Typhoon installed malicious software on more than 200,000 consumer devices, including cameras, video recorders and home and office routers, to create a massive botnet -- a network of infected computers. The botnet was used to facilitate cyber crimes, such as the theft of sensitive information from victims' networks.
"Flax Typhoon's actions caused real harm to its victims, who had to devote precious time to clean up the mess when they discovered the malware," Wray said at the Aspen Cyber Summit.
Speaking at the same conference, Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said the average citizen should care because the case involves "criminal activity, disruptive activity going on in potentially their devices. And, and it is part of a broader ecosystem that malicious cyber actors are using."

    


The FBI and Justice Department, which obtained a warrant to seize the botnet's infrastructure, did not identify any of the targets by name but said they included universities, government agencies, telecommunications providers, media organizations and nongovernmental organizations. Half of the hijacked devices were located in the U.S., Wray said.




"This was another successful disruption, but make no mistake -- it's just one round in a much longer fight," Wray said. "The Chinese government is going to continue to target your organizations and our critical infrastructure, either by their own hand or concealed through their proxies, and we'll continue to work with our partners to identify their malicious activity, disrupt their hacking campaigns, and bring them to light."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Flax Typhoon was described in a Microsoft report in August 2023 that said the group had stepped up its targeting of Taiwanese organizations as well as government agencies in other countries.

    


The disruption was revealed nine months after Wray disclosed to Congress a separate takedown of a Chinese state-sponsored hacking group known as Volt Typhoon, in which U.S.-based small office and home routers owned by private citizens and companies were hijacked by hackers to cover their tracks as they sowed the malware. Their ultimate targets included water treatment plants, the electrical grid and transportation systems across the U.S.
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                    Kentucky state Sen. Johnnie Turner, front, gives a speech on Thursday, Aug. 25, 2022, in Frankfort, Ky. (AP Photo/Bruce Schreiner)
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                                        FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) -- A Kentucky lawmaker who was critically injured when the lawn mower he was riding plunged into an empty swimming pool has made progress in his recovery, a legislative spokesman said Wednesday.
State Sen. Johnnie Turner was able to sit upright and communicate on Tuesday and continued to improve Wednesday, said Dustin Isaacs, a spokesman for the Republican supermajority in the Kentucky Senate.
"While he remains in ICU and in some pain, we are grateful for this positive progression," Isaacs said in a statement.
Turner, a Republican from Harlan, was injured Sunday when he drove his mower into the deep end of the pool at his home, Kentucky State Police said. No details were provided as to what caused the accident.
Turner was taken to a local hospital and then transferred to the University of Tennessee Medical Center in Knoxville. His family has requested prayers for his "speedy recovery," Kentucky Senate President Robert Stivers has said.

    


Turner, an attorney, represents multiple counties in eastern Kentucky. He won election to the state Senate in 2020, ousting a Democratic incumbent with a nearly identical name. Turner defeated two challengers in the Republican primary in May, and he is being challenged by an independent candidate in the November election. Turner previously served in the Kentucky House from 1999 to 2002.
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                    FILE - Ian Cramer listens to state District Judge Bobbi Weiler during his court appearance, April 17, 2024, at the McLean County Courthouse in Washburn, N.D. (AP Photo/Jack Dura, file)
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                                        BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) -- The adult son of U.S. Sen. Kevin Cramer is expected to change his plea on Friday in connection with a pursuit and crash that killed a North Dakota sheriff's deputy last year.
Ian Cramer, 43, was scheduled to go to trial next week beginning Tuesday for charges of homicide while fleeing a peace officer, preventing arrest, reckless endangerment, fleeing an officer and drug- and driving-related offenses tied to the Dec. 6, 2023, pursuit and crash death of Mercer County Sheriff's Deputy Paul Martin, 53.
Cramer pleaded not guilty to the charges in April. He was initially charged with manslaughter, which was later raised to the homicide offense, which carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison and/or a $20,000 fine. A notice filed Wednesday indicates his change of plea is scheduled for Friday by videoconference. 

    


The details of Cramer's change of plea weren't immediately clear. The Associated Press left phone messages with Cramer's attorney and Mercer County State's Attorney Todd Schwarz.
Bismarck police said Ian Cramer's mother had taken him to a hospital because of mental health concerns. Court documents say he crawled into the driver seat of his parents' vehicle after his mother got out and smashed in reverse through the closed garage door of the hospital's ambulance bay. Court documents say he later fled from deputies when one confronted him in Hazen, about 70 miles (113 kilometers) from Bismarck.




Cramer hit speeds over 100 mph (160 kph) and kept going even after a spiked device flattened two tires, according to court documents. More spikes were set up, and Cramer swerved and then crashed head-on into Martin's patrol vehicle and launched him about 100 feet (30 meters), authorities said. Martin was pronounced dead at a local hospital.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In March, Ian Cramer pleaded not guilty to separate felony charges of theft, criminal mischief and reckless endangerment in connection with the events at the hospital. A jury trial is scheduled for November.
Sen. Kevin Cramer, a Republican, has said his son "suffers from serious mental disorders which manifest in severe paranoia and hallucinations." Ian Cramer is being held at the McLean County Jail in Washburn on $500,000 cash bail.
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            The election official running one of the intensely scrutinized offices in a presidential swing state says it's not personal threats or worries about conflicts at the polls that keep her up at night. It's logistics. (AP video: Teresa Crawford)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 4 | 
            Milwaukee's election administrator Paulina Gutierrez, left, talks to Phyllis Whitley, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024, in the city's election operation center in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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            Milwaukee's election administrator Paulina Gutierrez, right, talks to Phyllis Whitley, Monday, Sept. 16, 2024, in the city's election operation center in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)
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                                        MILWAUKEE (AP) -- As election officials across the country boost security ahead of November's election, the leader of one of the most intensely scrutinized offices in a presidential swing state said it's not personal threats or worries about conflicts at the polls that keep her up at night.
It's the little things that could loom large once voting begins, the day-to-day logistics of making sure everything runs smoothly at 180 polling sites in Milwaukee, Wisconsin's largest city, from ensuring there are enough ballots to having a sufficient number of poll workers.
"Being a new election administrator is a big challenge," Paulina Gutierrez said at Milwaukee's elections center as workers prepared to meet Thursday's deadline for mailing absentee ballots. "This is a huge operation of logistics and ensuring, 'Have we covered everything?'"
Wisconsin is one the major political battlegrounds that will help decide the presidency. It is also one of the states where former President Donald Trump disputed his loss four years ago and where some of his most loyal supporters served as fake electors to challenge the outcome. The pressure on election officials is immense, especially in large, Democratic strongholds such as Milwaukee, which have been the focus of false claims by Trump of election wrongdoing in the past.

    


Adding to the pressure on Gutierrez is that this year's presidential election will be the first major election she will oversee. With early voting nearing, she's undaunted.




"I'm feeling really confident my staff and I are ready," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Born and raised in Milwaukee, Gutierrez primarily worked for the state prison system and other city jobs for 17 years before being tapped to lead the Milwaukee elections department.
Because of the importance of Milwaukee in presidential politics, it was something of a shock in May -- just six months before the election -- when the city's mayor announced that he was replacing the top election administrator, who had presided over the 2020 presidential election and had been with the city's election commission for more than a decade.

    


Gutierrez, the deputy elections director since early 2023, took over. She has since overseen an August primary election without incident and earned bipartisan praise.
Mayor Cavalier Johnson, a Democrat, who appointed Gutierrez, said he was "extremely" confident in her, citing the smooth primary election.
"We've been working diligently, around the clock to make sure that we're in a position to execute the election successfully," Johnson said. "And I have confidence that we will absolutely do that."
Republicans who oversee elections in the state also expressed confidence that Milwaukee and Gutierrez are ready, a sign that perhaps the elections office will escape the false claims around voting and harassment of staff that has plagued so many election offices elsewhere since 2020.
"Paulina has done exceptionally well grasping everything," said Doug Haag, the Republican member of the Milwaukee Election Commission.

    


He and Republican Bob Spindell, who served 18 years as a Milwaukee election commissioner and is now on the state elections commission, both praised longtime city workers and volunteers with helping to ensure the process runs smoothly.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Today's news: Follow live updates from the campaign trail from the AP.
	Ground Game: Sign up for AP's weekly politics newsletter to get it in your inbox every Monday.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.




    


"We are dedicated to election integrity and making sure the process runs smoothly," Haag said. 
Spindell, who served as a fake elector for Trump in 2020 and bragged following the 2022 midterm election about efforts to depress Black and Hispanic voter turnout in Milwaukee, said he doesn't know Gutierrez but praised how the August primary was run and said the city is ready for November.
"It appears everything is working out pretty well," he said. "I have not heard complaints from anybody."
The praise is notable, given that scrutiny of elections officials across the country has never been higher. Clerks are also dealing with threats against them and election workers.
"I have not received any threats," Gutierrez said. "But our office does, every once in a while, receive harassing phone calls. And it typically it's not from people from our community. We always have to remain vigilant."

    


Political parties and outside groups are working to increase the number of poll watchers in Wisconsin and other battleground states. That has led to worries of an increased risk of confrontations and problems at voting locations.
This year brings an added level of anxiety after updates to the poll watcher rules were rejected by a Republican-controlled legislative committee, leading to concerns that both observers and poll workers won't know the law.
Gutierrez has received some guidance in the past four months to help her prepare.
Her predecessor, Claire Woodall, had a separation agreement with the city that allowed her to work with Gutierrez into August to smooth the transition. Her departure came after the former deputy elections commissioner, Kimberly Zapata, was was convicted in March of misconduct in office and fraud for obtaining fake absentee ballots. Zapata argued that she was acting as a whistleblower, exposing vulnerabilities in the state's election system.

    


Since 2020, election officials throughout Wisconsin have made changes to protect the security of the vote, improve how elections are run and ward off allegations of wrongdoing should Trump once again question the outcome.
Those steps include additional training of officials in the more than 1,800 cities, towns and villages across the state that actually run elections and bolstering security of the state's voter registration database. They also have implemented a series of recommended improvements made in a statewide audit and updating the absentee ballot envelope to reduce common errors and improve visibility in the postal system.
A challenge across the state is that many election officials, like Gutierrez, are new to their roles this year. Wisconsin has seen high turnover in officials who run elections, mirroring the national trend following the 2020 election, and about 40% of county clerks will be administering their first presidential election. Those 72 elected county clerks prepare and distribute ballots to the 1,850 local officials, including Gutierrez, who then run the elections.
Much of the criticism of Milwaukee has come because of how late the city sometimes reports votes that are cast absentee and counted at one central location. State law forbids reporting partial results, which means results in places such as Milwaukee and Green Bay, both of which are heavily Democratic, are not reported in high turnout elections until deep into election night.
Since 2020, the city has taken steps designed to speed the counting of absentee ballots, including buying faster machines to process the ballots and recruiting more workers. Gutierrez anticipates about half as many absentee ballots will be cast this year as were cast during the pandemic four years ago, which should speed the counting.
Her highest priority, she said, is making certain that the election she is overseeing withstands all scrutiny.
"I have been dedicating my entire career to public service," she said. "I am born and raised for the city of Milwaukee. My family lives here. I am dedicated to ensuring that we have safe, secure and fair elections."
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            This cover image released by A Hit Red Records/Capitol Records Nashville shows "High" by Keith Urban. (A Hit Red Records/Capitol Records Nashville via AP)
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            FILE - Keith Urban performs during CMA Fest on Saturday, June 8, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. (Photo by Amy Harris/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Decades into one of the most consistent careers in contemporary country music, and you'd think Keith Urban has this whole album thing worked out. But his 11th studio album, "High," out Friday, was no walk in the park.
It's been four years since 2020's "The Speed of Now Part 1," and in that time, Urban wrote another record, "615," and scrapped it.
"It's the only time I've ever gone into the studio with a very clear sort of intent to make a particular kind of record, that had focus. I started to wonder if my musical adventurousness on records needed a little more discipline," he laughs. "The end result was this thing that was just a bit linear. It was just a lot of the same kind of thing, and it was missing the spirit of the curiosity of the edges and places that I'm interested in exploring and going to."
So, instead, Urban returned to what he knows best -- fluidity in the studio, unbeholden to genre limitations, the magic of uninhibited songwriting -- channeling one of his favorite albums, the New Radicals' 1998 alt-rock classic "Maybe You've Been Brainwashed Too," with its oscillating qualities. One song has impeccable structure and recording, the next is "stream of consciousness, random, I don't even know what it is," he says. "The album had this beautiful flowing energy of organized and chaos... The spirit of most of my albums has contained some element of that."

    


As does "High" -- from the sexy, playful duet "Go Home W U," co-written with BRELAND and featuring Lainey Wilson, the road trip romance of "Heart Like a Hometown" and the honky-tonk headrush "Laughin' All the Way to the Drank" to the not-so-indirect ballad "Love Is Hard," and the slow-burn "Dodge in a Silverado."




Tempo changes punctuate the album, mirroring its emotional range. The first gut punch arrives early: the jovial "Straight Line" hits like a rowdy night, "Messed Up As Me" provides the sobering light of day. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For Urban, those sensibilities make up life. "I've got a dutiful, responsible, reliable side. And I've got this animalistic, wild, reckless, irresponsible, 'what does this button do?,'" he says. "The spirit of those two things is very much a part of who I am, and this album hopefully captures that."

    


To express that specific human experience, the sequencing of "High" was crucial. It had to end with "Break the Chain," a soulful rumination on dysfunctional family dynamics.
"It's a lot to do with my dad and being born into a family with an alcoholic father and the challenges that come with that," he says of the song. "My job is to now maybe break that chain and do something different. But I never mentioned alcohol in the song once because I didn't want the song to be about that. It's really about behavioral patterns that we all learn very quickly to survive in whatever environment that we're in." Urban has been sober for nearly two decades.
He wrote the song with Marc Scibilia the first day they met. Urban walked into Scibilia's Nashville studio, barely haven spoken to one another, and started writing. It began with the guitar, the overdubs, the melody, a second verse, and then a particularly devastating lyrical line flows out of Urban: "Never sure/What made him so mad at the world/Mad at me/I was just a kid/I won't do the same." 

    


"I just burst out crying on this guy's couch, just like in a fetal position, like I'm in therapy," Urban recalls. "He looks over and he just goes, 'Hmm, must be true.' And then went back to work. And it was the perfect reaction because it wasn't judgmental. It was of no opinion. And he just let me stay in it and finish out the song. And then that was it."
Then he suggests, like all of the songs on this record, from the clear-as-day goodtime records and the others that might center on more complicated emotions, it's "a hopeful song."
"It's offering hope and a way through a situation that a lot of people might find themselves in," he says, because it assures they have the power to get out.
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            FILE - Actor Zachary Quinto poses for a portrait on Friday, March 30, 2018, in Los Angeles. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)
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            This image released by NBC shows Zachary Quinto as Dr. Oliver Wolf in a scene from "Brilliant Minds." (NBC via AP)
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            This image released by NBC shows Zachary Quinto as Dr. Oliver Wolf in a scene from "Brilliant Minds." (Peter Kramer/NBC via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- There's a great moment in the first episode of the new NBC medical drama "Brilliant Minds" when it becomes very clear that we're not dealing with a typical TV doctor.
Zachary Quinto is behind the wheel of a car barreling down a New York City parkway, packed with hospital interns, abruptly weaving in and out of lanes, when one of them asks, "Does anyone want to share a Klonopin?" -- a drug sometimes used to treat panic disorders.
"Oh, glory to God, yes, please," says Quinto, reaching an arm into the back seat. The internthen breaks the pill in half and gives a sliver to the driver, who swallows it, as the other interns share stunned looks.
Quinto, playing the character Dr. Oliver Wolf, is clearly not portraying any dour, by-the-rules doctor here -- he's playing a character inspired by Dr. Oliver Sacks, the path-breaking researcher and author who rose to fame in the 1970s and was once called the "poet laureate of medicine."

    


"He was someone who was tirelessly committed to the dignity of the human experience. And so I feel really grateful to be able to tell his story and to continue his legacy in a way that I hope our show is able to do," says Quinto.


He's a fern-loving doctor 
"Brilliant Minds" takes Sack's personality -- a motorcycle-riding, fern-loving advocate for mental health who died in 2015 at 82 -- and puts him in the present day, where the creators theorize he would have no idea who Taylor Swift is or own a cell phone. The series debuts Monday on NBC, right after "The Voice."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's almost as if we're imagining what it would have been like if Oliver Sacks had been born at a different time," says Quinto. "We use the real life person as our North Star through everything we're doing and all the stories that we were telling, but we were able to find our own flavor and our own perspective in the telling of those stories as well."
In upcoming episodes, Wolf and his team deal with a biker friend whose brain tumor is affecting his memories, a mother who after surgery feels disconnected from her children, and a 12-year-old girl who gets seizures whenever she laughs.

    


Aside from the weekly emergencies, there is also a longer, series-long narrative exploring Wolf's personal life and his fraught relationship with his doctor parents, especially his late father, who had mental illness.
"I think over the course of the season, we see Dr. Wolf start to let his guard down a little bit by helping his patients and by mentoring the interns. And he's learning from them as much as they're learning from him," says creator and showrunner Michael Grassi.
The series hopes to satisfy viewers who come for the complex medical mysteries -- with delicious jargon like "elevated intracranial pressure" and "abnormal neurocardiogenic reflex" -- but also the very human connections between patient and doctor.
"I always say if people watch our show and they see themselves and the stories that we're telling, then we're doing our job," says Quinto.
'A place of optimism'
This isn't the first time Sacks has been portrayed. His 1973 book, "Awakenings," about hospital patients who'd spent decades in a kind of frozen state until he tried a new treatment, led to a 1990 movie in which Sacks was played by Robin Williams.

    


The real Sacks lived in self-imposed celibacy for more than three decades, only coming out late in life. But Quinto and Grassi were not interested in having their hero closeted.
"If we were going to be having a gay male lead of our show in 2024, I really wanted them to be out and proud and that not to be something that he was hiding," said Grassi. 
Grassi said when he was creating the show he always had Quinto in mind, being a fan of the actor's depth but also his humor. Grassi knew it was the perfect fit while filming the driving scene for the pilot when the intern offers her pill.
"Zach on that day ad-libbed like a million different responses," says Grassi. "And they were all funnier than the last. Editing was so hard to choose which one. But that's when I knew. I'm like, 'This is going to be great.'"
For Quinto, "Brilliant Minds" offers a chance to play a charismatic, empathic hero. While Quinto broke out as Mr. Spock in "Star Trek," his resume also includes some less savory characters -- a serial killer who tore out the brains of superheroes in "Heroes," the deranged Dr. Oliver Thredson on "American Horror Story: Asylum" and a demonic drifter in AMC's "NOS4A2."
"After all the dark and villainous characters that I've played, it's really nice to anchor a story playing a character who is really operating from a place of optimism, hope, compassion and love and joy."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brilliant-minds-nbc-zachary-quinto-678e73bff27f2a572ff81adfa834f72f
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            Maisy Stella poses for a portrait to promote her film "My Old Ass" during the Sundance Film Festival on Monday, Jan. 22, 2024, in Park City, Utah. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)
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            Maisy Stella poses for a portrait to promote her film "My Old Ass" during the Sundance Film Festival on Monday, Jan. 22, 2024, in Park City, Utah. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)
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            Maisy Stella poses for a portrait to promote her film "My Old Ass" during the Sundance Film Festival on Monday, Jan. 22, 2024, in Park City, Utah. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)
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            This image released by Amazon Studios shows Maisy Stella in a scene from "My Old Ass." (Amazon Studios via AP)
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            This image released by Amazon shows Maisy Stella, left, and Aubrey Plaza in a scene from "My Old Ass." (Amazon via AP)
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            Actors Aubrey Plaza, left, and Maisy Stella, and director Megan Park attend a special screening of "My Old Ass" at The William Vale Hotel on Thursday, Sept. 12, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP)
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            Megan Park, from left, Maisy Stella, and Margot Robbie arrive at the premiere of "My Old Ass" at Tree People on Monday, Sept. 9, 2024, in Beverly Hills, Calif. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP)
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                                        PARK CITY, Utah (AP) -- "Who's that girl?" was a common refrain from Sundance Film Festival goers walking out of " My Old Ass " in January.
The comedic and heartfelt coming of-age-film, in which a small town 18-year-old eager to leave for college is suddenly in conversation with her 39-year-old self (thank you, mushrooms), was one of the breakouts of a strong festival. It's currently playing in select theaters, expanding this weekend and next.
The girl in question is its vibrant star, Maisy Stella. It's a name that will be familiar to some, for her years on the television series "Nashville" playing Daphne Conrad, for her viral video singing Robyn's "Call Your Girlfriend" with her sister, Lennon Stella (31 million views and counting), and for being someone Billie Eilish has said inspired her to start singing. But to a certain subset of cinephiles, Stella seemed like a complete discovery and an exciting one at that.

    


Both designations work, in a way. Stella is reintroducing herself in her first film role after taking a few years off to just be a normal teen. She started on "Nashville" when she was 8 years old. At 15, she took a break from acting.




"I went back to school and made sure my head was like nice and screwed on and just went to prom and did all that stuff," Stella, now 20, said in an interview with director Megan Park earlier this year "The second I turned 18, I was just like, I missed it so much and found such a new appreciation for it."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In "My Old Ass" she plays Elliott, a bisexual teen on a small cranberry farm in Canada who is ready for her life to start elsewhere. But her 39-year-old self, played by Aubrey Plaza, tells her to slow down a bit, to appreciate the things around her in the moment and to stay away from a guy named Chad. It's a part that many actors wanted.
"I think the best thing she ever did was take a break for a second after 'Nashville' and just, like, be a normal human," Park said. "A lot of kids that have been acting from such a young age, that's the only thing they know, and they don't have as much life experience. And Elliott is just like a normal girl. Maisy has that perfect mix ... she is one in a million."

    


Park met Stella through their mutual friend Maddie Ziegler, who plays one of Elliott's friends in the film.
"I think about her and Maddie and I'm like 'so it was like two 8-year-old prodigies just hanging out,'" Park laughed. "You singing and her just chaine-ing across the floor."
Stella downplays this, as she does many things (we'll get to Eilish later). She and Ziegler, the "Dance Moms" alum and Sia music video star, are just best friends. Their extracurricular talents don't come up very often. But they do get to perform together in this movie, alongside Kerrice Brooks. Without spoiling too much, there is a bit of a dream sequence in which Elliott performs Justin Bieber's "One Less Lonely Girl." It's a song that Stella suggested, and that Bieber and his camp had to approve.
"It was a big deal for our generation," said Stella. "It like changed who I am today as a person."

    


The film as a whole was a dream re-entry for Stella to work on material that she loved with a supportive group, including "Wednesday" actor Percy Hynes White and Plaza, who was only there for a few days but made a big impression.
"She's the most legit and the most genuinely profound actor," Stella said. "She genuinely taught me so much about how to be a good scene partner."
Plaza would ask what she needed from the day and then afterward make sure to text and give her a boost, saying how well she had done.
"In future projects like I will take that with me and like always try to give other people what she gave to me," Stella said. "It literally made the biggest difference."
Both Park and Stella were overwhelmed by the response to the film at Sundance, where it was quickly acquired by Amazon MGM Studios (for a reported $15 million) for a theatrical release. Stella, too, was already fielding opportunities.
"Sundance changed me," Stella said, a few months later. "The experience of it woke me up in such a crazy way... and auditioning for things feels a little bit more exciting when I feel like there's a little bit more buzz or like there's a little bit more of a chance that I will be like taken seriously."

    


In the spring, she joined Anne Hathaway and Ewan McGregor in an ambitious (and top secret) film from Bad Robot, Warner Bros. and "It Follows" director David Robert Mitchell.
"I think this early on, getting to do two projects that are so opposite is like winning the lottery," Stella said a few months later during production. "I am so aware of how special that is and getting to show any type of range is really exciting for me."
None of this is surprising to Park, who knew she had a star on the rise.
"Maisie's such the real deal," Park said. "She's been very patient and specific... I think everyone's really excited to see, at least I'm excited to see your long career and what you choose to do, because you've been silently influencing so much of culture."

    


Stella: Oh my god.
Park: Billie Eilish became a singer because of Maisy. I know this for a fact. Finneas confirmed it.
Stella: She would have done it with or without me. I'm not the reason for Billie Eilish... She is a genius.
Park: I'm your hype woman.
Stella: You really are, to the point where I just sweat.
---
This story first ran on Jan. 24, 2024 as part of The Associated Press's Sundance Film Festival coverage. It has been updated with details about its acquisition, release and Stella's new project.
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            This combination of photos shows Jean Smart, from left, Nate Bargatze, Ariana Grande, and Michael Keaton, who will host upcoming episodes of "Saturday Night Live." (AP Photo)
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            Jean Smart poses in the press room with the award for outstanding lead actress in a comedy series for "Hacks" during the 76th Primetime Emmy Awards on Sunday, Sept. 15, 2024, at the Peacock Theater in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Fresh off her Emmys win, Jean Smart is taking her comedy to a new audience -- she'll kick off "Saturday Night Live's" landmark 50th season.

    
    'SNL' 50's first hosts and musical guests
Sept. 28: Jean Smart, with Jelly Roll
Oct. 5: Nate Bargatze, with Coldplay
Oct. 12: Ariana Grande, with Stevie Nicks
Oct. 19: Michael Keaton, with Billie Eilish
Nov. 2: John Mulaney, with Chappell Roan


    


NBC on Thursday announced the lineup of hosts for the season, which premieres Sept. 28. Joining Smart on the first show will be Jelly Roll as the musical act. He was also at the Emmys, singing during the ceremony's in memoriam segment.
It will be Smart's first time hosting "SNL" and Jelly Roll's first time performing on the show. Smart shared the news on Instagram, writing that hosting was a "bucket list" item for her. 
The rest of the hosts and musical guests -- save breakout sensation Chappell Roan, who will make her musical guest debut in November -- are returning to the series. Comedian Nate Bargatze, who hosted last October to great success, thanks to a sketch where he played George Washington, will host again Oct. 5, with Coldplay as the musical guest. Coldplay has previously performed on the show seven times, and will ring in the eighth right after the band's newest album, "Moon Music," releases.

    


Ariana Grande -- who stars in the upcoming "Wicked" film adaption -- will host for the second time Oct. 12. She has previously been the musical guest twice, but Fleetwood Mac icon Stevie Nicks will perform for Grande's episode. Nicks was a musical guest once prior, in 1983. 




"Beetlejuice" star Michael Keaton will host on Oct. 19, the last show before Halloween, in his fourth time on the show, and Billie Eilish will be that night's musical guest, also marking her fourth time on "SNL."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"SNL" alum John Mulaney will return to the show as host for the sixth time on Nov. 2, with Roan as the music guest. Mulaney, who worked as a writer on the show before making it big as a stand-up comedian, is behind some of "SNL's" most well-known bits, like Bill Hader as Stefon, a "Weekend Update" regular. 
The 50th season has been highly anticipated during the show's summer hiatus, with fans calling for Maya Rudolph to reprise her role as Kamala Harris and clamoring for Tim Walz-lookalike Steve Martin to make an appearance as the vice presidential candidate, a role he has since declined. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/snl-50th-season-first-hosts-1dc764e5998a62dd3538f23887f0ca10
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