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        SHENZHEN, China - A child enrolled in a Japanese school in the Chinese city of Shenzhen has died after being stabbed on Wednesday, officials confirmed on Thursday, the second such attack near Japanese educational centres in China in recent months.
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        HONG KONG - A Hong Kong judge on Thursday jailed two men in the city's first sedition cases under a new national security law --- one for wearing a T-shirt with a protest slogan and another for writing similar messages on bus seats

      

      
        Malaysia arrests CEO of firm linked to abuse scandal
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                  Israel starts striking Hezbollah targets                

                Militant group leader vows Israel will face 'just punishment' for deadly device explosions
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                                The Israeli military began striking Hezbollah targets in Lebanon on Thursday, just as the movement's leader was preparing to deliver a speech about the calamitous past few days.
Israeli jets were carrying out huge sonic booms over Beirut during the speech by Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, a Reuters witness said.

Nasrallah declared that the widespread attacks on his group's communications devices, which have been blamed on Israel, would be met with "just punishment".

He also said Israel would not be able to return residents of its northern region, who have been displaced by 11 months of cross-border exchanges, to their homes through military escalation.

"No military escalation, no killings, no assassinations and no all-out war can return residents to the border," he said.

Nasrallah also announced the launch of an internal investigation into the explosion of hundreds of communication devices used by group operatives across Lebanon.

The pager and walkie-talkie explosions on Tuesday and Wednesday killed 37 people and wounded nearly 3,000, raising fears that a full-blown war was imminent.

Hezbollah has blamed Israel for the unprecedented attacks, which dealt a huge blow to the powerful Iran-backed movement.

Lebanese residents, already on edge following the device explosions, were panicked by the new Israeli strikes, fearing a major escalation.

Israel also said its military chief of staff had approved plans for Israel's north, which borders Lebanon.

The military said Hezbollah had turned southern Lebanon into a combat zone.

"For decades, Hezbollah has weaponised civilian homes, dug tunnels beneath them, and used civilians as human shields," it said.

"The IDF (Israel Defense Forces) is operating to bring security to northern Israel in order to enable the return of residents to their homes, as well as to achieve all of the war goals," it said.

Israel has neither confirmed nor denied being behind the device attacks but multiple security sources have said they were carried out by its spy agency Mossad.

In a related development, Lebanese authorities on Thursday banned walkie-talkies and pagers from being taken on flights from Beirut airport.

Such devices were also banned from being shipped by air, the Lebanese state news agency reported.

The Lebanese army said on Thursday it was blowing up pagers and suspicious telecom devices in controlled blasts in different areas. It called on citizens to report any suspicious devices.
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                  Big names chase virtual bank licences                

                Five consortia confirm interest as applications close, with winners to be picked next year
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                                Competition for new virtual bank licences has intensified, with five major business groups confirming their intentions prior to the deadline for submissions on Thursday.
An unspecified number of licences will be jointly issued by the Bank of Thailand and the Ministry of Finance. The central bank will announce the winning bidders in the first half of next year and grant them one year to start operations.

Rumours had swirled for weeks about major Thai and regional business groups teaming up to pursue the potentially lucrative business. As the application window closed on Thursday, new light was shed on three of those groups:

They are the consortium of Lighthub Asset-WeLab; a partnership led by Singapore-based Sea Limited (Sea), the parent of Shopee; and Ascend Money, a financial technology firm backed by the Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group.

Two other consortia confirmed their applications earlier. One includes Krungthai Bank (KTB), Gulf Energy Development and PTT group. The other is the partnership of SCB X, KakaoBank, South Korea's largest digital bank, and WeBank, a global digital bank known for its advanced technology.

Lighthub Asset, a Thai fintech company, and WeLab, a pan-Asian fintech platform, said in a statement that they aimed to empower Thailand's financial future by revolutionising banking services and delivering an AI-powered intelligent.

Lighthub Asset was co-founded by Chatchaval Jiaravanon and Lightnet Group.

Mr Chatchaval, a member of Chearavanont family of CP fame, also co-founded the finance firm Aeon Thana Sinsap and the securities brokerage Finansia Syrus. He has over 30 years of experience in the Thai financial sector and internationally, and is also the principal owner of the global media brand Fortune Magazine.

Lightnet Group, which had its origins in Thailand, is licensed by the Thai central bank and four other central banks in Asia and Europe. It processes over $10 billion in annual fund volume.

Lightnet offers global payment solutions, including cross-border money transfers, digital wallets and multi-currency virtual bank accounts across 150 countries. Notable strategic investors in the company include UOB Venture Management, Seven Bank, Hanwha Investment & Securities, Uni-President, and Raffles Family Office.

WeLab has over 65 million users in Asia, disbursing more than $15 billion in digital loans to date. It offers  consumer financing, enterprise technology solutions and digital banking - encompassing savings, payments, loans and wealth management.

With its successful virtual banks in Hong Kong (WeLab Bank) and Indonesia (Bank Saqu), WeLab is recognised as Hong Kong's most innovative company and won the Virtual Bank of the year.

WeLab is backed by global investors such as CK Hutchison's TOM Group, Allianz, the World Bank's International Finance Corp, and the Malaysian sovereign wealth fund Khazanah Nasional Berhad, among others.

The consortium says it aims to provide underserved segments with immediate access to "intuitive" financial products, starting with access to credit and advanced-AI planning tools. Over the longer term, it aims to help individuals and micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) sustainably grow their wealth for long-term financial independence and stability.

MR Chatu Mongol Sonakul, an adviser of the consortium and former governor of Bank of Thailand, said he welcomes the central bank's initiative to invite new market entrants to foster greater innovation and competition in the financial sector.

"We look forward to the opportunity to build our third virtual bank in Asia and make this Thailand's leading virtual bank," added Simon Loong, founder and group CEO of WeLab.

The Sea Limited partnership, meanwhile, is made up of Bangkok Bank, BTS Group (via VGI's subsidiary), Saha Group and Thailand Post. IT aims to tap each company's complementary strengths to offer innovative digital financial services, focusing on improving access to services for underserved segments.

As the parent company of Shopee and the digital financial services platform SeaMoney, Sea says it has significant experience building and running successful digital banks across Southeast Asia, says the company.
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                Foreign minister excited by prospect of luring more global talents
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                                The government is stepping up the promotion of its new Destination Thailand Visa (DTV) to attract foreign nationals who wish to work while travelling in Thailand, according to Foreign Affairs Minister Maris Sangiampongsa.
Speaking to reporters on Thursday, Mr Maris said his ministry played a key role in the promotion of the DTV, which is expected to help generate revenue for the country.

"It will help facilitate foreign people who would like to stay for a long time in Thailand and also work long-distance," he said.

"A friend of my son's has been working with (US-based) Disney World but he is spending most of his time in Phuket -- for six months already," he added.

He said he had heard that some hotel operators in Phuket have launched special packages to foreign "digital nomads" who want to live in Thailand while working remotely for overseas employers at the same time.

Such individuals are a key target market for the Destination Thailand Visa.

Mr Maris said foreign nationals using the DTV will not have to worry about their visas expiring too soon or complex visa procedures.

Under the DTV, foreign nationals can stay in Thailand for longer. They are considered "global talents" who will bring unique skills to Thailand's economy, the minister said.

Moreover, their presence is expected to benefit the country's economy as a whole, from local vendors to restaurants, hotels and tourist attractions.

"The programme is expected to generate income for local people as these foreign people can spend their money in local areas where they live and work at the same time for between six months to one year in Thailand," he said.

"This will also help stimulate the Thai economy," he added. "I welcome all of those who would like to come and work [while] in Thailand."

Those entering using the DTV can stay in Thailand for up to 180 days per visit, with the option of extending it for another 180 days, for up to a year.

Electronic Travel Authorisation

Thailand has also taken a major step to become more tourist-friendly by increasing the number of countries eligible for visa-free entry from 57 to 93, including China and India. The entry period has been doubled to 60 days, and that is extendable for a further 30 days at an immigration office.

To prevent possible abuse of the expanded visa exemption system, the government is introducing an Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) system that it says will be hassle-free for those planning their visits to the country.

Mr Maris said the ETA was a way of enhancing the screening process of incoming visitors while improving security and travel convenience.

The ETA is expected to take effect around the end of the year. It aims to simplify immigration procedures, track foreign nationals and improve their convenience.

Upon completing the online ETA form, visitors with visa exemptions will be given unique QR codes that they will need to present to immigration authorities, Mr Maris said.

Tourism hub

Mr Maris also said on Thursday that he recently held talks with foreign countries about Thailand's plan to become a regional tourism hub.

The government is currently working on its "Six Countries, One Destination" scheme to position Thailand as a regional tourism hub. The six countries are Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

Mr Maris pledged to expedite negotiations with these five other Asean countries to implement this joint tourist visa policy with Thailand.

"There has been much progress in the scheme, I believe it will take place soon," he said. "If it is implemented, it will help encourage more tourists to visit the region and it will greatly benefit the economy in the region.

"Think of the Schengen Visa in Europe, which makes it easy for people around the world to travel to several European countries with just one visa."


	Related: New visas explained
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                Many flights cancelled as country seeks to limit damage from Soulik
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                                Vietnam evacuated hundreds of people, shut schools and suspended flights on Thursday as a new tropical storm barreled into the country's central region.
Heavy rains are expected to blanket coastal provinces from Ha Tinh to Quang Tri after Tropical Storm Soulik made landfall on Thursday afternoon. Officials braced for possible flash floods in 10 provinces.

Flights in Quang Binh, home to Son Doong, the world's largest natural cave, were cancelled through late Thursday, the Civil Aviation Authority of Vietnam said on its website. Authorities evacuated more than 500 people in Minh Hoa district from landslide prone areas, Saigon News reported.

The National Center for Hydro-Meteorological Forecasting warns that rivers are at risk of flooding, particularly in low-lying areas, and mountainous regions susceptible to landslides.

Southeast Asian countries are among the world's most vulnerable to climate change. Global warming is making tropical cyclones more intense. Warmer water and moister air, two results of global warming, provide additional fuel to storms.

Vietnam is still recovering from Super Typhoon Yagi and its aftermath, which as of late Wednesday had caused the deaths of 299 people and left 34 more missing, authorities said. The destruction from floods and landslides is estimated to be as much as $2.5 billion, with 312,000 hectares of crops damaged, according to the ministry.

Vietnam's coffee-producing Central Highlands, which is not along the new storm's path, has endured heavy rains since the weekend, with little damage being seen.

In Thailand, heavy rains across some flood-ravaged provinces will likely continue over the next three days under the influence of Soulik, forecasters said on Thursday.

At least 45 have died from flooding and related incidents since mid-August, while about 34,000 households remain affected by the floods across six provinces.

In the Philippines, recent storms left 23 people dead, 13 injured and 15 missing, according to its disaster agency. About 20 cyclones pass through the nation each year, making it one of the most natural disaster-prone countries in the world.
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                                Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong has voiced support for amending provisions in the constitution on ethics for political office holders, saying the definition of "honesty" stipulated by such provisions is vague.
Pol Col Tawee, leader of the Prachachart Party, said the current constitution has been in use for more than seven years, and his party has supported amendments to problematic provisions.

He referred to Section 160, which lays down prerequisites for those who wish to become cabinet ministers. It states that they must be evidently honest and must not commit any severe violation of ethics for political officeholders.

"There is no clear definition regarding ethics. To what extent will the term 'honesty' have to be defined?" he asked rhetorically.

He was referring to the Constitutional Court's removal of Srettha Thavisin as prime minister on Aug 14 for an ethical violation over his decision to appoint former convict Pichit Chuenban as a cabinet minister.

Pol Col Tawee said independent agencies have too much power that should be curbed.

"We agree with independent agencies keeping the government in check and tackling corruption, but they should operate within the proper parameters," he said. "Political parties are also likely to be disbanded too easily under the constitution."

Last month, the charter court ruled to dissolve the Move Forward Party and ban 11 of its executive members from politics for 10 years on the grounds that the party's proposal to amend the lese-majeste law jeopardised the constitutional monarchy and national security.

The opposition People's Party, the reincarnation of Move Forward, this week expressed its support for greater clarity when it comes to defining ethics. Many of its members are among the 44 Move Forward members who are still facing ethics investigations because of their support for lese-majeste law reform.

Pol Col Tawee said charter amendments covers issues including decentralisation, and people's rights and freedoms, so opinions from various sectors must be gathered.

Somchai Srisutthiyakorn, a former election commissioner, warned on Thursday that any attempts to rewrite the charter, particularly provisions regarding ethics for politicians and the scope of power of independent agencies, may backfire.

"Is it reminiscent of blanket amnesty?" Mr Somchai asked, citing the Pheu Thai Party's earlier bid to pass such a bill during the Yingluck Shinawatra administration. That ignited mass street protests, which led to the 2014 coup that ousted the Pheu Thai-led government.

The blanket amnesty bill was viewed as an attempt to legally whitewash her older brother, former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, who was in self-exile abroad at the time.


	Editorial: Thorny ethics debate
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                  PM sets up new economic oversight board                

                Members' mission is to monitor stimulus schemes and ensure they meet economic goals
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra prepares to attend a rehearsal for the Royal Barge Procession at the Royal Procession Pier at Wat Arun in Bangkok on Thursday. (Photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)]
                                              
                          Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra prepares to attend a rehearsal for the Royal Barge Procession at the Royal Procession Pier at Wat Arun in Bangkok on Thursday. (Photo: Pornprom Satrabhaya)                        

                                          

                  

                                Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra has appointed a 22-member board to steer economic stimulus policies to ensure the government can fulfil its pledge to bolster the economy
In the policy statement she delivered in parliament last week, Ms Paetongtarn said her government aimed to focus on measures to stimulate spending, ease the cost of living and increase job opportunities and income.

The new board, chaired by Ms Paetongtarn, comprises nine cabinet ministers including the finance minister and his two deputies; the prime minister's secretary-general; permanent secretaries of the PM's Office, the Finance and Interior ministries; the secretary-general of the National Economic and Social Development Council; the Budget Bureau director; the Bank of Thailand governor, chairman of the Digital Government Development Agency; chairman of the Government Financial Institutions Association; and the president of the Thai Bankers' Association.

The board is tasked with designing stimulus policies, objectives, implementation approach, criteria and conditions, as well as identifying sources of funding, to be submitted to the cabinet.

It is also responsible for establishing guidelines for database management, including collection, use, processing and disclosure of data to support the implementation of stimulus projects.

The board can set up working teams and invite individuals to provide information or opinions for its consideration. State agencies and state enterprises are urged to collaborate.

In a related development, Deputy Finance Minister Julapun Amornvivat said on Thursday that the second phase of the digital wallet stimulus scheme would be carried out with funds already earmarked for the project.

He was reacting to concerns that the second phase could be scrapped after the government indefinitely postponed announcing the result for those who had registered via smartphone.

The government decided this month to prioritise the distribution of funds to state welfare cardholders and disabled people, totalling 14.5 million. Distribution of 10,000 baht per head, in the form of cash deposited in their accounts via PromptPay, is scheduled to begin on Sept 25.

Mr Julapun said that about 180 billion baht was earmarked for the second phase, which would be distributed via the digital wallet designed to lay the foundation for the digital economy.

"We want not only to stimulate the economy, but also to lay the foundations for the digital economy. We remain firmly committed to our goal," he said.

Addressing questions from opposition People's Party MP Sirikanya Tansakun about the delayed announcement of registration results, Mr Julapun said the postponement was intended to avoid confusion while the cash handouts are made to the initial group of 14.5 million recipients.
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                Better budget management to help struggling public hospitals a key, says petition to PM
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                                A doctors' group on Thursday submitted a petition to Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra, proposing three measures to address the ongoing crisis in the public health system.
The group, led by Clinical Professor Emeritus Dr Amnaj Kussalanan, a former president of the Medical Council of Thailand, submitted the petition at the Ministry of Public Health, where it was accepted by Dr Watchai Charoonwattana, an adviser to minister Somsak Thepsutin.

The petition urged the government to address three key areas: increasing the public health budget, adjusting public health policies, and improving protective measures for doctors and medical staff.

Dr Amnaj said the petition recommended that the government improve budget management and allocate sufficient funds to hospitals under the universal healthcare scheme.

It also suggested allowing patient co-payments to help reduce hospitals' financial burden, enabling them to maintain service standards.

"If the budget is insufficient, hospitals may have to skip some examinations or switch to lower-quality medicines, which could eventually lead to the system's collapse," Dr Amnaj said.

He further suggested that public health policies should focus on promoting good health among the population, which would reduce the burden on government medical services.

"The promotion of public health should be a national agenda. If people stay healthy, the cost of medical care will decrease. This costs nothing but will help sustain the national healthcare budget in the long run," he said.

The group also proposed that doctors be paid appropriately, with their workloads adjusted to prevent them from being overwhelmed.

This would ensure that doctors have enough time to thoroughly examine cases while maintaining a balanced lifestyle.

Dr Amnaj also called for measures to protect doctors from legal liability, to retain them within the system and prevent a brain drain.
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                                SHENZHEN, China - A child enrolled in a Japanese school in the Chinese city of Shenzhen has died after being stabbed on Wednesday, officials confirmed on Thursday, the second such attack near Japanese educational centres in China in recent months.
Chinese authorities said the 10-year-old boy was a Japanese national born to a Japanese father and a Chinese mother. He had been stabbed on his way to school at about 8am on Wednesday by a 44-year-old assailant surnamed Zhong.

Japanese media reported that the boy was with his mother when the attack took lace about 200 metres from the school.

The boy died in the early hours of Thursday, Japanese Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa told reporters in Tokyo.

"Medical experts made every effort to save his life, and the Chinese side will provide the necessary assistance to his family to take care of his affairs," Lin Jian, a Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson, told a news conference in Beijing.

"According to the information currently available, this is an individual case and such incidents could occur in any country."

On Thursday afternoon, people laid wreaths at the gates of the school in Shenzhen's affluent Shekou area, which is home to the city's foreign community and many international schools.

"As Chinese people, we oppose this behaviour, we oppose teachings of hatred," said one man who identified himself as an ordinary Shenzhen resident.

"Many of us have been under such teachings of hate for a long time, leading to such evil consequences."

The attack took place on the anniversary of an incident in 1931 that triggered war between China and Japan, a sensitive date at a time when diplomatic relations are in danger of deteriorating.

"I actually did not know September 18 was this day for Chinese people to take revenge for things in the Second World War," said a Japanese father of two children in Shenzhen, who asked to only be identified by his surname, Suzuki.

"I have lived here for seven years and did not know we need to be cautious for being Japanese while living in China."

Japan has asked China to provide a detailed explanation of the facts and to take strong safety measures, Kamikawa told reporters earlier in the day.

"I take the incident extremely seriously," she added.

"This should never happen in any country. Particularly, I sincerely regret that this despicable act was committed against a child on their way to school."

The local Japanese chamber of commerce has asked the Japanese government to ensure the safety of its nationals in the area, the organisation said in a statement.

It was the second such attack near a Japanese educational facility in China in recent months. In June, a Japanese woman and her child were attacked with a knife in the eastern city of Suzhou. A Chinese bus attendant was killed in that incident.

Japan's government is still waiting for the authorities in Suzhou to provide a detailed explanation of that attack, with the consulate in nearby Shanghai saying it continues to request information from the city.

The number of Japanese living in China has fallen in recent years. In 2022, the last year for which data is available, there were 102,000 Japanese nationals registered as living in China according to official statistics. That was down by one-third from the recent peak in 2012.

In 2022 China's borders were still closed, pushing down the number of foreigners living in the country. After the reopening in 2023 there has been an increase in foreigners traveling to and living in the country, but concerns about personal safety may affect that trend.

Japanese companies are already becoming much more hesitant about the Chinese market, with the slowing economy adding to the tense geopolitical relationship. Rising concerns about personal safety of Japanese workers and their families will only add to those headwinds.
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                                HONG KONG - A Hong Kong judge on Thursday jailed two men in the city's first sedition cases under a new national security law -- one for wearing a T-shirt with a protest slogan and another for writing similar messages on bus seats
Chief Magistrate Victor So initially sentenced Chu Kai-pong, 27, to 14 months' jail under tougher sentencing laws created by the city's legislature in March.

"If the law does not intervene early and allows individual sedition to occur, it will eventually lead to chaos in the society again," So said in a written judgement.

Chu pleaded guilty plea to having seditiously worn a T-shirt with the protest slogan "Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of our times".

The slogan was chanted on the streets during the months of pro-democracy demonstrations that rocked Hong Kong in 2019.

Chu was arrested on June 12 at a subway station while wearing the shirt and a yellow mask printed with "FDNOL" -- shorthand for another popular 2019 slogan, "five demands, not one less".

The date marked the fifth anniversary of one of the first major actions in the protests.

"The defendant used a symbolic day to incite others to commemorate the unrest and try to revive the idea of the unrest, which poses a great risk to the social order, and the circumstances are not minor," the judge said.

Chu told police the "Liberate Hong Kong" slogan called for the return of Hong Kong to British rule and he wore it to remind people of the protests, the court heard.

Magistrate So later sentenced another Hong Kong man, Chung Man-kit, 29, to 10 months in prison in a separate security case on Thursday.

"The content of the seditious words in this case involves advocating that the Hong Kong government to break away from the legitimate control of the central government and implement his ideas in a way that undermines social tranquility and public order," So said.

The law must intervene otherwise there was a risk of society "falling into chaos again", So said.

Chung on Thursday pleaded guilty to three counts of seditious acts for writing slogans advocating Hong Kong independence and "Liberate Hong Kong, revolution of our times" on the back of bus seats in March and April.

Beijing imposed a national security law in 2020 to quash the months-long protests in the financial hub. In March 2024, Hong Kong passed a second new security law.

Under the new law, the maximum sentence for sedition was increased from two years to up to seven years in prison and up to 10 years if "collusion with foreign forces" is involved.

Critics, including Western governments, have said the vaguely defined provisions could be used to curb dissent but Hong Kong and Chinese officials said they were needed to maintain stability.

Responding to Chu's sentencing, Amnesty International's China Director Sarah Brooks said in a statement: "This is a blatant attack on the right to freedom of expression."

Amnesty urged Hong Kong authorities to repeal the law.
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                  Malaysia arrests CEO of firm linked to abuse scandal                

                Dragnet widens after rescue of 400 children from charity homes linked to company
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - Malaysian authorities on Thursday arrested the chief executive and other senior managers of an Islamic conglomerate accused of running charity homes where children were allegedly sexually abused, amid a widening police dragnet.
Nasiruddin Mohd Ali, the head of Global Ikhwan Services and Business (GISB) Holdings, which police say is linked to a banned religious sect, was detained along with 18 people in an early morning raid on four residential premises in Kuala Lumpur, the Inspector-General of Police Razarudin Husain told Reuters.

Five other people linked to the company were also detained at the border with Thailand, Razarudin said.

A GISB representative did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Nasiruddin and his lawyer were not immediately available.

Nasiruddin on Saturday had denied allegations of widespread abuse at the youth care homes and other misconduct, though he acknowledged that "one or two" cases of sodomy occurred.

Police last week rescued more than 400 children and youths from the homes they said were run by GISB, though the firm has denied managing the shelters. Many of those rescued showed signs of neglect, as well as physical and sexual abuse, officials say.

Razarudin said the people detained on Thursday included Nasiruddin's two wives, his children, as well as several children of late Malaysian preacher Ashaari Mohamed, the founder of the Al-Arqam religious sect which was outlawed by the government in 1994 for allegedly spreading deviant Islamic teachings in the Muslim-majority country.

Three men detained as part of the police investigation into GISB were also separately charged in court on Thursday, Razarudin said.

The men, who pleaded not guilty, face several charges of allegedly sexual assaulting boys at a religious school in Negeri Sembilan state, court charge sheets seen by Reuters showed.

Each charge carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison, caning, or both.

Police previously charged two other people as part of its probe into GISB, which has businesses in over 20 countries including Thailand, ranging from mini-marts to restaurants and travel services. The firm is also under investigation for money laundering, religious offences and other crimes.
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                  'Digital nomad' visa promotion stepped up                

                Foreign minister excited by prospect of luring more global talents
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                                The government is stepping up the promotion of its new Destination Thailand Visa (DTV) to attract foreign nationals who wish to work while travelling in Thailand, according to Foreign Affairs Minister Maris Sangiampongsa.
Speaking to reporters on Thursday, Mr Maris said his ministry played a key role in the promotion of the DTV, which is expected to help generate revenue for the country.

"It will help facilitate foreign people who would like to stay for a long time in Thailand and also work long-distance," he said.

"A friend of my son's has been working with (US-based) Disney World but he is spending most of his time in Phuket -- for six months already," he added.

He said he had heard that some hotel operators in Phuket have launched special packages to foreign "digital nomads" who want to live in Thailand while working remotely for overseas employers at the same time.

Such individuals are a key target market for the Destination Thailand Visa.

Mr Maris said foreign nationals using the DTV will not have to worry about their visas expiring too soon or complex visa procedures.

Under the DTV, foreign nationals can stay in Thailand for longer. They are considered "global talents" who will bring unique skills to Thailand's economy, the minister said.

Moreover, their presence is expected to benefit the country's economy as a whole, from local vendors to restaurants, hotels and tourist attractions.

"The programme is expected to generate income for local people as these foreign people can spend their money in local areas where they live and work at the same time for between six months to one year in Thailand," he said.

"This will also help stimulate the Thai economy," he added. "I welcome all of those who would like to come and work [while] in Thailand."

Those entering using the DTV can stay in Thailand for up to 180 days per visit, with the option of extending it for another 180 days, for up to a year.

Electronic Travel Authorisation

Thailand has also taken a major step to become more tourist-friendly by increasing the number of countries eligible for visa-free entry from 57 to 93, including China and India. The entry period has been doubled to 60 days, and that is extendable for a further 30 days at an immigration office.

To prevent possible abuse of the expanded visa exemption system, the government is introducing an Electronic Travel Authorisation (ETA) system that it says will be hassle-free for those planning their visits to the country.

Mr Maris said the ETA was a way of enhancing the screening process of incoming visitors while improving security and travel convenience.

The ETA is expected to take effect around the end of the year. It aims to simplify immigration procedures, track foreign nationals and improve their convenience.

Upon completing the online ETA form, visitors with visa exemptions will be given unique QR codes that they will need to present to immigration authorities, Mr Maris said.

Tourism hub

Mr Maris also said on Thursday that he recently held talks with foreign countries about Thailand's plan to become a regional tourism hub.

The government is currently working on its "Six Countries, One Destination" scheme to position Thailand as a regional tourism hub. The six countries are Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

Mr Maris pledged to expedite negotiations with these five other Asean countries to implement this joint tourist visa policy with Thailand.

"There has been much progress in the scheme, I believe it will take place soon," he said. "If it is implemented, it will help encourage more tourists to visit the region and it will greatly benefit the economy in the region.

"Think of the Schengen Visa in Europe, which makes it easy for people around the world to travel to several European countries with just one visa."
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                  Justice minister supports more clarity on ethics                

                Tawee says current charter provisions vague, independent bodies have too much power
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                                Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong has voiced support for amending provisions in the constitution on ethics for political office holders, saying the definition of "honesty" stipulated by such provisions is vague.
Pol Col Tawee, leader of the Prachachart Party, said the current constitution has been in use for more than seven years, and his party has supported amendments to problematic provisions.

He referred to Section 160, which lays down prerequisites for those who wish to become cabinet ministers. It states that they must be evidently honest and must not commit any severe violation of ethics for political officeholders.

"There is no clear definition regarding ethics. To what extent will the term 'honesty' have to be defined?" he asked rhetorically.

He was referring to the Constitutional Court's removal of Srettha Thavisin as prime minister on Aug 14 for an ethical violation over his decision to appoint former convict Pichit Chuenban as a cabinet minister.

Pol Col Tawee said independent agencies have too much power that should be curbed.

"We agree with independent agencies keeping the government in check and tackling corruption, but they should operate within the proper parameters," he said. "Political parties are also likely to be disbanded too easily under the constitution."

Last month, the charter court ruled to dissolve the Move Forward Party and ban 11 of its executive members from politics for 10 years on the grounds that the party's proposal to amend the lese-majeste law jeopardised the constitutional monarchy and national security.

The opposition People's Party, the reincarnation of Move Forward, this week expressed its support for greater clarity when it comes to defining ethics. Many of its members are among the 44 Move Forward members who are still facing ethics investigations because of their support for lese-majeste law reform.

Pol Col Tawee said charter amendments covers issues including decentralisation, and people's rights and freedoms, so opinions from various sectors must be gathered.

Somchai Srisutthiyakorn, a former election commissioner, warned on Thursday that any attempts to rewrite the charter, particularly provisions regarding ethics for politicians and the scope of power of independent agencies, may backfire.

"Is it reminiscent of blanket amnesty?" Mr Somchai asked, citing the Pheu Thai Party's earlier bid to pass such a bill during the Yingluck Shinawatra administration. That ignited mass street protests, which led to the 2014 coup that ousted the Pheu Thai-led government.

The blanket amnesty bill was viewed as an attempt to legally whitewash her older brother, former prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, who was in self-exile abroad at the time.
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                  Only 'poor Thais' can be street vendors, says City Hall                

                New rules also ban employment of migrants and limit encroachment on pavement
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                                New City Hall rules say that only "poor Thais" will be allowed to be street vendors in Bangkok and they will be barred from employing migrants, among many other requirements.
Bangkok governor Chadchart Sittipunt has signed a notice outlining the new rules and it will take effect when the Royal Gazette publishes it, said Aekvarunyoo Amrapala, a spokesman for the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration.

Under the new regulations, street vendors must have Thai nationality, hold government welfare cards, be paying instalments for houses built by the National Housing Authority and receive welfare allowances from the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security.

In addition, they must be included in the annual taxation system of the Revenue Department. Their income must not exceed 300,000 baht a year after deducting business-related costs on their tax returns.

Each vendor is allowed to have a sales assistant who must also be Thai. Vendors must also receive permission from the relevant public health authorities.

Vendors must ensure pedestrians have a space 1.5 to 2 metres wide to walk in depending on street widths. The area of each stall is limited to three square metres. Stalls must occupy only the side of the pavement adjacent to a road surface but must be at least 50cm from the road for safety.

There must also be a space at least 3 metres long at an interval of every 10 stalls to function as an emergency exit.
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                  Storm Soulik to bring heavy rain until Monday                

                Storm strengthening and expected to make landfall in Vietnam on Thursday night
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                                A depression near the upper Vietnamese coast has developed into Tropical Storm Soulik and is expected to cause heavy downpours across Thailand until Monday, according to the Meteorological Department.
The storm was about 90 kilometres northeast of Quang Tri province in Vietnam at 10am on Thursday with wind speeds of 65 kilometres per hour at its centre, said Kornrawee Sitthichivapak, director-general of the department.

The storm was moving west at about 30km per hour and was expected to make landfall in central Vietnam on Thursday night before gradually weakening, she said.

In any case, residents of Thailand should prepare for heavy downpours and strong winds in the northern, northeastern, central and southern regions, she said. People in these areas have been warned of possible flash floods and runoff.

Expected heavy rainfall:

Thursday:


	Northeast: Nong Khai, Bueng Kan, Udon Thani, Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, Kalasin, Mukdahan, Roi Et, Yasothon, Amnat Charoen, Si Sa Ket and Ubon Ratchathani

	East: Chon Buri, Rayong, Chanthaburi and Trat

	South: Phetchaburi, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Chumphon, Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Phatthalung, Songkhla, Ranong, Phangnga, Phuket, Krabi, Trang and Satun



Friday:


	North: Lampang, Phayao, Nan, Phrae, Uttaradit, Sukhothai, Phitsanulok, Phichit and Phetchabun

	Northeast: Loei, Nong Khai, Bueng Kan, Nong Bua Lam Phu, Udon Thani, Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, Chaiyaphum, Khon Kaen, Kalasin, Mukdahan, Maha Sarakham, Roi Et, Yasothon, Amnat Charoen, Nakhon Ratchasima, Buri Ram, Surin, Si Sa Ket and Ubon Ratchathani

	Central Plains: Nakhon Sawan, Lop Buri, Saraburi, Sing Buri, Ang Thong, Ayutthaya, Suphan Buri and Greater Bangkok

	East: Nakhon Nayok, Prachin Buri, Sa Kaeo, Chachoengsao, Chanthaburi and Trat

	South: Prachuap Khiri Khan, Chumphon, Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Phatthalung, Songkhla, Ranong, Phangnga, Phuket, Krabi, Trang and Satun



Saturday:


	North: Mae Hong Son, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Lamphun, Lampang, Phayao, Nan, Phrae, Uttaradit, Tak, Sukhothai, Kamphaeng Phet, Phichit, Phitsanulok and Phetchabun

	Northeast: Loei, Nong Khai, Bueng Kan, Nong Bua Lam Phu, Udon Thani, Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, Chaiyaphum, Khon Kaen, Maha Sarakham and Nakhon Ratchasima

	Central Plains: Nakhon Sawan, Uthai Thani, Chai Nat, Lop Buri, Saraburi, Kanchanaburi, Ratchaburi and Greater Bangkok

	East: Nakhon Nayok, Prachin Buri, Sa Kaeo, Chachoengsao, Chon Buri, Rayong, Chanthaburi and Trat

	South: Phetchaburi, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Chumphon, Surat Thani, Ranong, Phangnga, Phuket and Krabi



Sunday and Monday:


	North: Mae Hong Son, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Lamphun, Lampang, Phayao, Nan, Phrae, Uttaradit, Tak, Sukhothai, Kamphaeng Phet, Phichit, Phitsanulok and Phetchabun

	Northeast: Loei, Nong Khai, Bueng Kan, Nong Bua Lam Phu, Udon Thani, Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, Chaiyaphum, Khon Kaen, Kalasin, Mukdahan, Maha Sarakham, Roi Et, Yasothon, Amnat Charoen, Nakhon Ratchasima, Buri Ram, Surin, Si Sa Ket and Ubon Ratchathani

	Central Plains: Nakhon Sawan, Uthai Thani, Chai Nat, Sing Buri, Ang Thong, Lop Buri, Saraburi, Suphan Buri, Ayutthaya, Kanchanaburi, Ratchaburi, Nakhon Pathom, Samut Sakhon, Samut Songkhram and Greater Bangkok.

	East: Nakhon Nayok, Prachin Buri, Sa Kaeo, Chachoengsao, Chon Buri, Rayong, Chanthaburi and Trat

	South: Ranong and Phangnga



Boats are advised to remain ashore along the Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand until Sunday due to heavy rain and high waves.
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Policemen place barricades next to a large rock that fell during a landslide caused by heavy rain in the Patong municipality of Kathu district of Phuket on Wednesday. (Photo: Patong police station)
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                  Asian markets cheer big US rate cut                

                Thai minister says local and global rates should move in the same direction
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                                Asian stocks surged on Thursday after the Federal Reserve made its first interest rate cut in four years a big one, creating what analysts say should be a path to a soft landing for the US economy.
The dollar gained and long-dated bond yields rose as markets around the world welcomed the long-awaited action by the US central bank, which cut its benchmark rate by 50 basis points to a range of 4.75% to 5.00%.

The Stock Exchange of Thailand Index was up 11.94 points (0.8%) to 1,447.71 at the midday break.

Gold prices, which came within pennies of $2,600 an ounce before the Fed announcement, eased back to $2,558. Thai selling prices were quoted at 40,500 baht per baht-weight (15.2 grammes), down 50 baht from the day before.

Thai Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul was quick to weigh in on the Fed decision, saying local interest rates should move in the same direction as global rates. 

The central bank needs to coordinate with the finance ministry so that monetary and fiscal policies work in tandem to spark economic activity, Mr Paopoom told reporters.

"Thailand's policy interest rate must be consistent and appropriate with the global economic situation and the direction of global interest rates," he said.

The Pheu Thai government for months has been trying to nudge the Bank of Thailand to cut its key rate, now at 2.50%, with no success. Its next rate meeting will take place on Oct 16.

The Fed's shift to interest-rate cuts bodes well for Asian assets as many are "underowned", and have better earnings prospects and more room to benefit from US easing than their global peers, said money managers and strategists interviewed by Bloomberg.

The Fed's decision to make its first cut a big one indicates less of a gloomy view about the US economy and provides greater insurance for a soft landing. The move will help offset many of the negative factors facing Asian assets including expensive valuations, China's slowdown and growing trade tensions, they said.

"The rate cut gives a clear signal to the financial markets, industrialists and householders that the Fed is supporting growth," said Gary Dugan, chief executive officer at Global CIO Office in Singapore. "The Fed's action should be taken very positively by Asian markets."

Lower US rates in theory give emerging markets leeway to cut their policy rates to support growth.

The MSCI gauge of regional stocks climbed as much as 1.3% on Thursday, while Japan's Topix jumped more than 2%, both outperforming the muted reaction of US shares to the Fed's decision.

Asian currencies were mixed, though all except Hong Kong's have strengthened over the past month. The yen weakened as traders awaited a Bank of Japan decision on Friday.

New quarterly projections by the Fed indicate that rates will fall by an additional 50 basis points over its remaining two meetings this year.

Chairman Jerome Powell cautioned against assuming big cuts would continue, and also signalled borrowing costs may need to remain higher than pre-pandemic norms. However, Asian central banks should now have more confidence to ease policy without worrying about currency pressures, analysts say.

"We're recalibrating policy down over time to a more neutral level," Mr Powell told reporters. "And we're moving at the pace that we think is appropriate, given developments in the economy."
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                  The effort to clamp down on scams                

                An irate MP scolded the central bank governor, pushing for urgent action to thwart online fraudsters
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                                Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, a People's Party list MP, recently slammed the Bank of Thailand governor for his slow action in tackling rampant call centre scams.
He called on the governor to reflect on his position, even suggesting resignation if he cannot protect the public and continues to allow countless Thais to fall victim to these scams.

The outspoken MP condemned the central bank for reaching what he described as its "lowest point", where call centre gangs are bold enough to impersonate the regulator and deceive people into transferring money.

In Mr Wiroj's view, central bank governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput has done little more than instruct the regulator to issue warnings on Facebook.

Mr Wiroj urged the central bank to speed up "measures to delay money transfers", aiming to reduce the likelihood of losses by call centre scam victims. He said the bank is well aware that many victims realise they've been scammed almost immediately, but with real-time transfers, they are unable to take corrective action.

Mr Wiroj argued that implementing a brief delay in transfers, based on the amount being sent (while ensuring it doesn't disrupt regular commercial transactions), would be an effective way to help scam victims.

He also called on the central bank to hold commercial banks accountable for protecting the public's deposit accounts.

Mr Wiroj said Mr Sethaput is fully aware that countries plagued by call centre scams often have banks with low levels of responsibility, resulting in inadequate compensation for victims.

Without accountability, banks have little incentive to improve their security measures to safeguard customers' accounts, said Mr Wiroj.

Are "money transfer delay measures" a feasible solution to reduce losses for victims of call centre scams?

Kitti Kosavisutte, chairman of Thailand Banking Sector Computer Emergency Response Team, a group of financial institutions under the Thai Bankers' Association (TBA), said the idea of delaying money transfers is technically feasible with the IT system. However, it may only address the problem superficially and could negatively impact ordinary, honest depositors, he said.

According to Mr Kitti, authorities are amending the Royal Decree on Cyber Crime Prevention and Suppression. The amendments aim to strengthen cybercrime protection, with a particular focus on addressing mule accounts and data leaks.

In addition, both the public and private sectors are collaborating to enhance financial fraud prevention. One proposal being considered is a 12-hour delay on money transfers to accounts flagged as suspicious, especially for digital transactions, as opposed to the current real-time transfer system.

"The 12-hour delay is based on the assumption that some fraudulent activities could occur at night while mobile banking users are asleep. This time frame would provide consumers with more time to detect and prevent financial fraud," he said.

According to Mr Kitti, this measure would likely target accounts suspected of fraud or first-time transfers to accounts, rather than applying to all bank accounts. The relevant parties are studying the feasibility of the measure, including the pros and cons as well as the potential impact on general depositors.

He mentioned that related authorities are also exploring the possibility of holding responsible parties fully accountable for compensating victims in cases of fraud. As these cases often involve multiple parties, such as banks, telecom operators and consumers, it is important to clarify accountability.

The Bank of Thailand is working with regulatory agencies to consider changes that would ensure victims receive 100% compensation from banks in the event of fraud. However, this process requires careful consideration of the banks' responsibilities and a study of similar practices in other countries, said Mr Kitti.

Daranee Saeju, the central bank's assistant governor for payment systems policy and the financial consumer protection group, said the regulator is also requiring banks to close any security loopholes that could enable financial fraud, particularly through data-stealing applications, often referred to as money-sucking apps.

"If a bank fails to address these vulnerabilities, it may be required to fully compensate victims for their losses," said Ms Daranee.

What measures has the Bank of Thailand taken to address mule accounts?

Although the central bank has not commented on Mr Wiroj's proposed measures to delay money transfers, the regulator did tell the Bangkok Post it is working with both the public and private sector to address cybercrime, particularly the issue of mule accounts, through a comprehensive data-sharing system. This collaboration includes the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo), the TBA and other relevant parties.

Following the implementation of the Royal Decree on Cyber Crime Prevention and Suppression last year, these entities have intensified their measures. Specifically, they are focusing on verifying all deposit accounts in the banking industry to address mule accounts.

The authorities categorise mule account verification into three levels based on severity, starting with the highest level, black mule accounts, followed by grey, then brown, according to central bank data.

Black mule accounts are monitored closely by Amlo, which updates its records every 1-2 weeks, compared with monthly updates previously.

When a black mule account is identified, it is immediately closed and all electronic and digital transactions are suspended. The central bank prohibits reopening of these accounts.

For grey mule accounts, the TBA has implemented data sharing across the banking industry though a new Central Fraud Register (CFR) system starting last month, intensifying its prevention of mule accounts.

With this system, banks can now close grey accounts immediately, rather than suspending them for 3-7 days, as was previously required.

The central bank permits the reopening of grey mule accounts only at a bank's physical branch, where the account holder must verify their identity in person.

For brown mule accounts, verification is handled internally by each bank according to industry-wide standards. Reopening of brown mule accounts depends on the risk assessment of the individual bank, which may impose additional criteria or conditions.

The central bank also mandates banks implement additional measures to protect consumers from financial fraud, particularly through digital channels. This includes offering options such as a money-lock system.

These systems enhance security features, such as requiring facial recognition for mobile banking transactions above a certain threshold, or offering alternative security measures like dual authorisation or specialised accounts for money transfers. Banks are expected to adopt these additional measures by the fourth quarter of this year.

Since the CFR's introduction, the central bank reported the banking sector has identified 15,000 depositors linked to mule accounts.

What has the Digital Economy and Society Ministry done to combat fraud?

Digital Economy and Society (DES) Minister Prasert Jantararuangthong has vowed to continue the ministry's eight core policies, with an emphasis on tackling online fraud and fostering a sustainable digital economy.

According to Mr Prasert, the Anti Online Scam Operation Center (AOC), also known as AOC 1441, has improved its operations from November 2023 to Aug 31, 2024.

In August alone, the damage caused by online crime was reduced to 75 million baht per day, a 36% decrease from 116 million baht per day between January and June, he said.

The AOC also suspended 291,256 bank accounts during this period, averaging 1,107 accounts per day.

In collaboration with other agencies, the ministry shut down 138,660 illegal URLs from Oct 1, 2023 to Aug 31, 2024, an 11-fold increase compared with the same period the previous fiscal year.

The DES Ministry also tackled the issue of mule accounts, expediting the freezing and disruption of fraudulent money transfers. As of Aug 31, more than 1 million mule accounts had been suspended, with 450,000 by Amlo, 300,000 by banks, and 291,256 by AOC 1441.

Regarding data leaks, the PDPC Eagle Eye Center, under the Personal Data Protection Committee, inspected 43,561 state units between November 2023 and August 2024. The unit found the percentage of data leaks had drastically decreased from 31.4% to 1.5%.

The ministry also collaborated with the Technology Crime Suppression Division to address illegal data trading, blocking 110 social media cases, arresting nine individuals, and imposing a fine of 7 million baht on a private company responsible for a data leak.

How rampant are online scams in Thailand?

In recent years, scams have become pervasive, affecting hundreds of thousands of Thais annually.

Between March 2022 and July 2024, the total financial damage from scams reached roughly 70 billion baht, according to the Royal Thai Police.

Initial findings from the Global Anti-Scam Alliance Report 2024 revealed only 55% of Thais are confident in their ability to recognise scams, while 89% revealed they encounter scams at least once per month.
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                                Thailand should maintain policy continuity and invest more in improving the primary and secondary education system to keep pace with its peers in the present dynamic and volatile decade, according to business leaders.
Moreover, the country should cultivate more scientists and engineers, develop a long-term vision with concrete execution and foster strong public-private partnerships.

The speakers offered their advice on Tuesday at a seminar titled "60 Years of Excellence: Creating Great Leaders, Designing the Future", hosted by the Thailand Management Association. The seminar ends on Thursday.

Arak Sutivong, deputy chief executive of SCB X Plc, said Thailand has national security and energy but has lost a decade to drive inclusive growth for equality and accessibility of opportunity and education.

Vietnam looks to South Korea as a role model for competitiveness, he noted.

"We can no longer lose another decade as we have a smaller market size in terms of population compared with Vietnam and Indonesia."

The country needs to further promote ease of doing business and encourage a greater number of local companies to compete overseas. The country should have a long-term vision with real execution and the private and public sectors should join forces to drive in the same direction, said Mr Arak.

Mr Arak said innovation and technology should not be regarded as costs but rather an investments to enhance the long-term competitiveness of the country and organisations and further advance the nation.

Danucha Pichayanan, secretary-general of the National Economic and Social Development Council, said the country had lost more than a decade compared to Vietnam and Malaysia as they moved quickly with consistent policies.

The nation's economic growth has also experienced low productivity and a lack of skilled workers.

Thailand has around 400,000 students per year pursuing bachelor's degrees, of which only 23% studied a science or engineering with the remainder pursuing degrees in management, law and the arts.

"We are considering importing talent to fulfil the shortage of skilled workers in the short term."

The country should focus on its strengths in the medical and wellness sectors. It should also boost productivity in the agricultural sector to create value-added products by using technology. Mr Danucha said education is key to producing competent human capital.

"Widening education access is crucial. There are a lot of smart students in rural areas who cannot access quality education and this is an urgent task -- the country should make equal education access happen," he added.

The private sector can play an important role in helping to increase the number of quality schools and upskill and reskill people to serve future trends.

Maneerut Anulomsombut, chief executive of Sea (Thailand), said the country still lacks a policy to protect against the influx of cross-border products and the lack of "fuel" to drive inclusive growth.

She added that the Indonesian government has taken action to protect local manufacturers.

David Li, chief executive of Huawei Technologies (Thailand) Co Ltd, said digitalisation and the trend towards intelligence are constant drivers of the economy.

"While Thailand leads Asean in 5G wireless network coverage, the journey towards world-class broadband connectivity is just beginning," he said.

Thailand boasts a 95% population coverage for 5G. Despite this achievement, Thailand's broadband connectivity lags developed member states of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, indicating ample room for improvement.

The country still has multiple digital transformation challenges. It has legacy IT systems as many industries face difficulties due to outdated IT investment, which hinders innovation. Companies are encouraged to migrate to cloud technologies to enhance flexibility and efficiency, he added.

Moreover, Thailand faces a critical shortage of advanced talent. Huawei is actively investing in talent development, aiming to train 20,000 cloud and AI developers and 10,000 information and communications technology professionals over the next two years.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2868173/pundits-call-for-policy-continuity-education-rejig



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  New platform to host Thai tourism services                

                Web portal to include tourist tax payments
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Mr Mongkon said the Entry Thailand portal collaborates with more than 12 organisations, such as the Interior Ministry and Airports of Thailand, offering updated information such as flight and train schedules. Somchai Poomlard]
                                              
                          Mr Mongkon said the Entry Thailand portal collaborates with more than 12 organisations, such as the Interior Ministry and Airports of Thailand, offering updated information such as flight and train schedules. Somchai Poomlard                        

                                          

                  

                                The Tourism and Sports Ministry has unveiled a new web portal connecting online services from the public sector, including the new electronic travel authorisation (ETA) system and the 300-baht fee collection from foreign tourists in the future.
Mongkon Wimonrat, deputy permanent secretary at the ministry, said the website named "Entry Thailand" is a central platform that features helpful information and travel services from suppliers, seeking to engage tourists throughout their trips.

He said the portal collaborates with more than 12 organisations, such as the Interior Ministry and Airports of Thailand, offering updated information such as flight and train schedules, an event calendar, and local attractions.

The portal connects with external services from other public and private organisations, such as accommodation booking in the national parks across Thailand, Muay Thai class booking, tourist police contacts, the tourist VAT refund system, and electronic visa applications.

Mr Mongkon said the platform has been developed from the screening system during the pandemic, which inbound visitors used for booking quarantine accommodation before entering Thailand.

The project aligns with the public development trend of e-services, targeting improvement of the country's travel and tourism competitive index ranking, which could support the government's "Ignite Tourism Thailand" policy, he said.

The ministry expects to integrate more services into the system in the future, including the mandatory ETA system for visa-exempted travellers, which will be implemented soon by the Foreign Affairs Ministry, and the pending 300-baht tourism fee collection.

Mr Mongkon said that if a new pandemic erupted, the travel screening system could also be recalled on this web portal.

As new Tourism and Sports Minister Sorawong Thienthong has agreed to restart the tourism tax for tourist insurance and supply development, Mr Mongkon said the online Thailand Travel Safety platform has started a trial run.

Whenever the government decides to activate it, it needs only six months to start collecting fees, which will also offer online payments on the platform.

As the 50-million-baht insurance programme for foreign tourists has already expired, Mr Mongkon said only 10 million baht was spent on subsidies.

On Wednesday, the ministry headed by Mr Sorawong also met 20 tourism operators to discuss current issues and strategies.

As of Sept 15, the number of foreign arrivals tallied 24.8 million, led by 5 million Chinese travellers.
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                                The Bank of Thailand's expected interest rate cuts, prompted by the strong baht, and growth in the tourism sector will both increase the country's consumer spending, which is expected to exceed the 2019 level for the first time this year, say analysts.
While consumer spending remains pressured by high household debt, it should be buoyed by foreign tourist arrivals, which play a large role in the Thai economy, according to BMI, a Fitch Solutions company.

Foreign arrivals continue to recover from the pandemic, with BMI predicting a 28.3% year-on-year uptick in 2024. The London-based research firm anticipates Thai GDP expansion of 2.6% in 2024, up from 1.9% last year.

"The surge in arrivals bodes well for spending in the tourism sector and on related services, such as hotels, restaurants and cultural and recreational activities and establishments," BMI said in a research note.

However, a high level of household debt remains a risk to the consumer outlook, as it "not only constrains future borrowing capacity, but also impacts current disposable income levels", noted the firm. Debt servicing costs have risen as interest rates increased, reaching levels not seen over the past decade.

Many central banks are expected to start loosening rates from this year's fourth quarter and into 2025.

"While interest rates will not reach the previous historical lows of the last decade, easing monetary policy will alleviate some debt servicing cost pressures," noted BMI.

In Thailand, the central bank is expected to ease interest rate policy in response to controlled inflationary pressures and a robust baht outlook, providing support to spending levels.

Total spending will exceed the 2019 tally for the first time this year, reaching 9.2 trillion baht, according to BMI.

Household spending will hold steady in 2025, rising 4.0% year-on-year in real terms to 9.6 trillion baht, noted the research firm.

Asia Plus Securities (ASPS) also expects the Bank of Thailand to start trimming rates this year as the baht has been strengthening rapidly.

The Thai currency has risen to more than 33 baht to the dollar, while Thai bond yields from one year to eight years are now lower than the interest rate of 2.5%, reflecting expectations of an interest rate cut, said the brokerage.

The central bank's Monetary Policy Committee is expected to "cut the interest rate at least once by 0.25% in 2024", ASPS said.

A 25-basis-point cut is expected to lift the Stock Exchange of Thailand index by 60 points to 1,510, said the brokerage.
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                                Vientiane: Laos is urging Asean and other stakeholders to join forces in solving the problem of Mekong River water security and environmental issues as the region faces still more floods.
Speaking at the opening of the "2nd Asean-MRC Water Security Dialogue" among Asean member states, Mekong River countries and development partners to discuss water security on Wednesday, Saleumxay Kommasith, Laos' deputy PM and foreign minister, said the Mekong River is the foundation of people's livelihoods in mainland Southeast Asia.

It is the source of food production, energy generation and resilient trade and commerce.

He said the Mekong River contributes to the region in food security providing 2.6 millions tonnes of fish annually and feeding the basin.

Yet despite the enriched natural resources, the Mekong River has been facing challenges because climate change, as well as the rapid development and growth along the river, are putting increased pressure on the waterways and the environment.

For example, people living along the river have been witnessing rising water levels due to the heavy rainfall triggered by Typhoon Yagi, which has flooded many regions across the Mekong basin and destroyed people livelihoods, property and cultural products, Mr Saleumxay told the forum.

It was held under the theme "Sustainable Investment for a Connected, Resilient, and Water-Secure Southeast Asia".

Mr Saleumxay said such a phenomenon calls for urgent action for water security and better preventative measures, including improved disaster and risk management and early warning mechanisms, as well as a higher level of preparedness.

He said Asean-MRC must play a central role in supporting disaster prevention and water governance among member states, and protect communities in in the basin.

The MRC had a prior consultation process on a hydropower project along the Mekong River, and it has been a core mechanism for openly sharing data, information, and early notification among member states.

"In this context, we need to join forces in strengthening our coordination and collaboration to balance economic growth and environmental challenges. Cooperation within the Mekong and beyond is the key to the sustainable use and management of water resources," he added.

"Let us continue to work together towards a more resilient and water-secure Asean."

Bounkham Vorachit, Laos' Natural Resources and Environment Minister, chairman of the Lao National Mekong Committee and the 2024 MRC Council chairman, said during her remarks that the Mekong River is a critical source of energy -- primarily hydropower and more recently solar, wind and pumped storage -- that sustains the countries' development. Beyond its role in energy production, the river and its basin support millions of livelihoods through agriculture, fisheries, and transport.

Yet Ms Bounkham said people living along the Mekong are vulnerable to climate-related disasters, with increasingly frequent typhoons and extreme weather events due to the climate change, leading to more floods and drought, and posing a risk to the region.
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                Five consortia confirm interest as applications close, with winners to be picked next year
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                                Competition for new virtual bank licences has intensified, with five major business groups confirming their intentions prior to the deadline for submissions on Thursday.
An unspecified number of licences will be jointly issued by the Bank of Thailand and the Ministry of Finance. The central bank will announce the winning bidders in the first half of next year and grant them one year to start operations.

Rumours had swirled for weeks about major Thai and regional business groups teaming up to pursue the potentially lucrative business. As the application window closed on Thursday, new light was shed on three of those groups:

They are the consortium of Lighthub Asset-WeLab; a partnership led by Singapore-based Sea Limited (Sea), the parent of Shopee; and Ascend Money, a financial technology firm backed by the Charoen Pokphand (CP) Group.

Two other consortia confirmed their applications earlier. One includes Krungthai Bank (KTB), Gulf Energy Development and PTT group. The other is the partnership of SCB X, KakaoBank, South Korea's largest digital bank, and WeBank, a global digital bank known for its advanced technology.

Lighthub Asset, a Thai fintech company, and WeLab, a pan-Asian fintech platform, said in a statement that they aimed to empower Thailand's financial future by revolutionising banking services and delivering an AI-powered intelligent.

Lighthub Asset was co-founded by Chatchaval Jiaravanon and Lightnet Group.

Mr Chatchaval, a member of Chearavanont family of CP fame, also co-founded the finance firm Aeon Thana Sinsap and the securities brokerage Finansia Syrus. He has over 30 years of experience in the Thai financial sector and internationally, and is also the principal owner of the global media brand Fortune Magazine.

Lightnet Group, which had its origins in Thailand, is licensed by the Thai central bank and four other central banks in Asia and Europe. It processes over $10 billion in annual fund volume.

Lightnet offers global payment solutions, including cross-border money transfers, digital wallets and multi-currency virtual bank accounts across 150 countries. Notable strategic investors in the company include UOB Venture Management, Seven Bank, Hanwha Investment & Securities, Uni-President, and Raffles Family Office.

WeLab has over 65 million users in Asia, disbursing more than $15 billion in digital loans to date. It offers  consumer financing, enterprise technology solutions and digital banking - encompassing savings, payments, loans and wealth management.

With its successful virtual banks in Hong Kong (WeLab Bank) and Indonesia (Bank Saqu), WeLab is recognised as Hong Kong's most innovative company and won the Virtual Bank of the year.

WeLab is backed by global investors such as CK Hutchison's TOM Group, Allianz, the World Bank's International Finance Corp, and the Malaysian sovereign wealth fund Khazanah Nasional Berhad, among others.

The consortium says it aims to provide underserved segments with immediate access to "intuitive" financial products, starting with access to credit and advanced-AI planning tools. Over the longer term, it aims to help individuals and micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) sustainably grow their wealth for long-term financial independence and stability.

MR Chatu Mongol Sonakul, an adviser of the consortium and former governor of Bank of Thailand, said he welcomes the central bank's initiative to invite new market entrants to foster greater innovation and competition in the financial sector.

"We look forward to the opportunity to build our third virtual bank in Asia and make this Thailand's leading virtual bank," added Simon Loong, founder and group CEO of WeLab.

The Sea Limited partnership, meanwhile, is made up of Bangkok Bank, BTS Group (via VGI's subsidiary), Saha Group and Thailand Post. IT aims to tap each company's complementary strengths to offer innovative digital financial services, focusing on improving access to services for underserved segments.

As the parent company of Shopee and the digital financial services platform SeaMoney, Sea says it has significant experience building and running successful digital banks across Southeast Asia, says the company.
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                                Dusit Thani Bangkok, the highly-antiipated reimagined flagship hotel of Dusit International, one of Thailand's leading hotel and property development companies, is partnering with Porsche Thailand and AAS Auto Rental Co., Ltd. (AAS Group) to deliver a bespoke luxury limousine service for guests. 
With a shared vision to 'redefine the art of the journey,' this collaboration marks the first time in Thailand that Porsche sports cars will be used as part of a hotel's limousine service, offering an unparalleled experience for discerning travellers.
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Dusit Thani Bangkok's luxury fleet includes five Porsche Panamera Executive 4 E-Hybrid Executive models. Carefully chosen to meet the exacting standards of Dusit Thani Bangkok's discerning guests, this top-tier executive sports saloon delivers an unmatched blend of comfort, style, technology, and sophistication, all while combining power with whisper-quiet efficiency. 

The long wheelbase Panamera Executive features a spacious, luxurious interior, with premium leather seats designed to embrace the body, providing satisfying support for even the longest trips within Bangkok or to picturesque destinations beyond. 

State-of-the-art entertainment systems and complimentary high-speed Wi-Fi are just some of the thoughtful amenities that ensure each journey is as productive or relaxing as guests desire, whether for transfers, bespoke excursions, or tailored travel routes.

"Our partnership with Porsche Thailand and AAS Auto Rental is a testament to our dedication to providing extraordinary experiences that exceed our guests' expectations," said Ms Suphajee Suthumpun, Group CEO, Dusit International. "The Porsche Panamera limousine service is more than just transportation; it embodies the luxury and innovation that define the reimagined Dusit Thani Bangkok. We believe this exclusive offering will not only elevate our guests' journeys but also redefine the standard for luxury limousine travel in Bangkok."

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]


In addition to experiencing unparalleled comfort, guests can take confidence in knowing that each chauffeur managing Dusit's fleet has received rigorous training from Porsche Thailand, where safety and precision are the highest priorities. These elite drivers further distinguish themselves by wearing bespoke uniforms, crafted to reflect the elegance and sophistication of both Dusit Thani Bangkok and the Porsche brand.

Mr Peter Rohwer, Managing Director, Porsche Thailand, said, "We are delighted to partner with Dusit Thani Bangkok as part of its transformative journey to set a new benchmark for luxury accommodation in Bangkok. Dusit's exceptional reputation for blending tradition with innovation aligns perfectly with Porsche's pursuit of excellence. Together, we share a commitment to creating experiences that are as refined as they are unforgettable, and we look forward to contributing to this iconic hotel's legacy by redefining the art of the journey and offering guests the unrivalled luxury and performance of Porsche. Enhance your luxury experience with our expanded car rental services through AAS Auto Rental Co., Ltd., managed by the AAS Group."

Dusit Thani Bangkok is set to make its highly anticipated return on 27 September 2024, following a stunning transformation as part of the Dusit Central Park project opposite Lumpini Park. 

Guests booking a Club Room or Suite under the 'An Iconic Stay: Opening Offer' on dusit.com will enjoy the exclusive Porsche Panamera limousine service. This special offer also includes exclusive club benefits, a USD 75 (THB 2,700 net) hotel credit per night for dining or a Devarana Wellness experience (subject to availability), and late check-out until 4 p.m. Reservations are available until 31 October 2024 for stays between 27 September 2024 and 31 March 2025 (minimum stay of two consecutive nights), exclusively through dusit.com.
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - The central banks of Malaysia and Cambodia on Thursday launched a cross-border quick response (QR) payment linkage between the two countries, allowing consumers and merchants to make and receive instant retail payments through mobile applications.
"The QR payment linkage initiative will enable over 5 million merchants in Cambodia and Malaysia, mostly small businesses, to access a wider customer base from both countries," Bank Negara Malaysia and the National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) said in a joint statement.

Speaking at the launching event held in the capital Phnom Penh, NBC governor Chea Sereysaid under this project, the people of both countries will be able to make their cross-border payments via Cambodia's Bakong app or Maybank M2U KH app and Malaysia's PayNet's DuitNow QR.

"The first phase of this connectivity will allow Cambodian visitors to enjoy a more efficient and secure payment experience by using their Bakong app or M2U KH app to scan and pay at over 2 million merchants displaying PayNet's DuitNow QR, Malaysia's national QR code payment system, in Khmer Riel as the primary transaction currency," she said.

"In the next phase, individuals in Malaysia will be able to use the mobile banking applications of participating commercial banks to scan KHQR Codes displayed by merchants in Cambodia," she added.

Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines and Singapore have already been working to connect each of their payment systems, including using the QR code system for retail transactions.
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                                Asian stocks surged on Thursday after the Federal Reserve made its first interest rate cut in four years a big one, creating what analysts say should be a path to a soft landing for the US economy.
The dollar gained and long-dated bond yields rose as markets around the world welcomed the long-awaited action by the US central bank, which cut its benchmark rate by 50 basis points to a range of 4.75% to 5.00%.

The Stock Exchange of Thailand Index was up 11.94 points (0.8%) to 1,447.71 at the midday break.

Gold prices, which came within pennies of $2,600 an ounce before the Fed announcement, eased back to $2,558. Thai selling prices were quoted at 40,500 baht per baht-weight (15.2 grammes), down 50 baht from the day before.

Thai Deputy Finance Minister Paopoom Rojanasakul was quick to weigh in on the Fed decision, saying local interest rates should move in the same direction as global rates. 

The central bank needs to coordinate with the finance ministry so that monetary and fiscal policies work in tandem to spark economic activity, Mr Paopoom told reporters.

"Thailand's policy interest rate must be consistent and appropriate with the global economic situation and the direction of global interest rates," he said.

The Pheu Thai government for months has been trying to nudge the Bank of Thailand to cut its key rate, now at 2.50%, with no success. Its next rate meeting will take place on Oct 16.

The Fed's shift to interest-rate cuts bodes well for Asian assets as many are "underowned", and have better earnings prospects and more room to benefit from US easing than their global peers, said money managers and strategists interviewed by Bloomberg.

The Fed's decision to make its first cut a big one indicates less of a gloomy view about the US economy and provides greater insurance for a soft landing. The move will help offset many of the negative factors facing Asian assets including expensive valuations, China's slowdown and growing trade tensions, they said.

"The rate cut gives a clear signal to the financial markets, industrialists and householders that the Fed is supporting growth," said Gary Dugan, chief executive officer at Global CIO Office in Singapore. "The Fed's action should be taken very positively by Asian markets."

Lower US rates in theory give emerging markets leeway to cut their policy rates to support growth.

The MSCI gauge of regional stocks climbed as much as 1.3% on Thursday, while Japan's Topix jumped more than 2%, both outperforming the muted reaction of US shares to the Fed's decision.

Asian currencies were mixed, though all except Hong Kong's have strengthened over the past month. The yen weakened as traders awaited a Bank of Japan decision on Friday.

New quarterly projections by the Fed indicate that rates will fall by an additional 50 basis points over its remaining two meetings this year.

Chairman Jerome Powell cautioned against assuming big cuts would continue, and also signalled borrowing costs may need to remain higher than pre-pandemic norms. However, Asian central banks should now have more confidence to ease policy without worrying about currency pressures, analysts say.

"We're recalibrating policy down over time to a more neutral level," Mr Powell told reporters. "And we're moving at the pace that we think is appropriate, given developments in the economy."
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2868576/asian-markets-cheer-big-us-rate-cut



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  The effort to clamp down on scams                

                An irate MP scolded the central bank governor, pushing for urgent action to thwart online fraudsters
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                                Wiroj Lakkhanaadisorn, a People's Party list MP, recently slammed the Bank of Thailand governor for his slow action in tackling rampant call centre scams.
He called on the governor to reflect on his position, even suggesting resignation if he cannot protect the public and continues to allow countless Thais to fall victim to these scams.

The outspoken MP condemned the central bank for reaching what he described as its "lowest point", where call centre gangs are bold enough to impersonate the regulator and deceive people into transferring money.

In Mr Wiroj's view, central bank governor Sethaput Suthiwartnarueput has done little more than instruct the regulator to issue warnings on Facebook.

Mr Wiroj urged the central bank to speed up "measures to delay money transfers", aiming to reduce the likelihood of losses by call centre scam victims. He said the bank is well aware that many victims realise they've been scammed almost immediately, but with real-time transfers, they are unable to take corrective action.

Mr Wiroj argued that implementing a brief delay in transfers, based on the amount being sent (while ensuring it doesn't disrupt regular commercial transactions), would be an effective way to help scam victims.

He also called on the central bank to hold commercial banks accountable for protecting the public's deposit accounts.

Mr Wiroj said Mr Sethaput is fully aware that countries plagued by call centre scams often have banks with low levels of responsibility, resulting in inadequate compensation for victims.

Without accountability, banks have little incentive to improve their security measures to safeguard customers' accounts, said Mr Wiroj.

Are "money transfer delay measures" a feasible solution to reduce losses for victims of call centre scams?

Kitti Kosavisutte, chairman of Thailand Banking Sector Computer Emergency Response Team, a group of financial institutions under the Thai Bankers' Association (TBA), said the idea of delaying money transfers is technically feasible with the IT system. However, it may only address the problem superficially and could negatively impact ordinary, honest depositors, he said.

According to Mr Kitti, authorities are amending the Royal Decree on Cyber Crime Prevention and Suppression. The amendments aim to strengthen cybercrime protection, with a particular focus on addressing mule accounts and data leaks.

In addition, both the public and private sectors are collaborating to enhance financial fraud prevention. One proposal being considered is a 12-hour delay on money transfers to accounts flagged as suspicious, especially for digital transactions, as opposed to the current real-time transfer system.

"The 12-hour delay is based on the assumption that some fraudulent activities could occur at night while mobile banking users are asleep. This time frame would provide consumers with more time to detect and prevent financial fraud," he said.

According to Mr Kitti, this measure would likely target accounts suspected of fraud or first-time transfers to accounts, rather than applying to all bank accounts. The relevant parties are studying the feasibility of the measure, including the pros and cons as well as the potential impact on general depositors.

He mentioned that related authorities are also exploring the possibility of holding responsible parties fully accountable for compensating victims in cases of fraud. As these cases often involve multiple parties, such as banks, telecom operators and consumers, it is important to clarify accountability.

The Bank of Thailand is working with regulatory agencies to consider changes that would ensure victims receive 100% compensation from banks in the event of fraud. However, this process requires careful consideration of the banks' responsibilities and a study of similar practices in other countries, said Mr Kitti.

Daranee Saeju, the central bank's assistant governor for payment systems policy and the financial consumer protection group, said the regulator is also requiring banks to close any security loopholes that could enable financial fraud, particularly through data-stealing applications, often referred to as money-sucking apps.

"If a bank fails to address these vulnerabilities, it may be required to fully compensate victims for their losses," said Ms Daranee.

What measures has the Bank of Thailand taken to address mule accounts?

Although the central bank has not commented on Mr Wiroj's proposed measures to delay money transfers, the regulator did tell the Bangkok Post it is working with both the public and private sector to address cybercrime, particularly the issue of mule accounts, through a comprehensive data-sharing system. This collaboration includes the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo), the TBA and other relevant parties.

Following the implementation of the Royal Decree on Cyber Crime Prevention and Suppression last year, these entities have intensified their measures. Specifically, they are focusing on verifying all deposit accounts in the banking industry to address mule accounts.

The authorities categorise mule account verification into three levels based on severity, starting with the highest level, black mule accounts, followed by grey, then brown, according to central bank data.

Black mule accounts are monitored closely by Amlo, which updates its records every 1-2 weeks, compared with monthly updates previously.

When a black mule account is identified, it is immediately closed and all electronic and digital transactions are suspended. The central bank prohibits reopening of these accounts.

For grey mule accounts, the TBA has implemented data sharing across the banking industry though a new Central Fraud Register (CFR) system starting last month, intensifying its prevention of mule accounts.

With this system, banks can now close grey accounts immediately, rather than suspending them for 3-7 days, as was previously required.

The central bank permits the reopening of grey mule accounts only at a bank's physical branch, where the account holder must verify their identity in person.

For brown mule accounts, verification is handled internally by each bank according to industry-wide standards. Reopening of brown mule accounts depends on the risk assessment of the individual bank, which may impose additional criteria or conditions.

The central bank also mandates banks implement additional measures to protect consumers from financial fraud, particularly through digital channels. This includes offering options such as a money-lock system.

These systems enhance security features, such as requiring facial recognition for mobile banking transactions above a certain threshold, or offering alternative security measures like dual authorisation or specialised accounts for money transfers. Banks are expected to adopt these additional measures by the fourth quarter of this year.

Since the CFR's introduction, the central bank reported the banking sector has identified 15,000 depositors linked to mule accounts.

What has the Digital Economy and Society Ministry done to combat fraud?

Digital Economy and Society (DES) Minister Prasert Jantararuangthong has vowed to continue the ministry's eight core policies, with an emphasis on tackling online fraud and fostering a sustainable digital economy.

According to Mr Prasert, the Anti Online Scam Operation Center (AOC), also known as AOC 1441, has improved its operations from November 2023 to Aug 31, 2024.

In August alone, the damage caused by online crime was reduced to 75 million baht per day, a 36% decrease from 116 million baht per day between January and June, he said.

The AOC also suspended 291,256 bank accounts during this period, averaging 1,107 accounts per day.

In collaboration with other agencies, the ministry shut down 138,660 illegal URLs from Oct 1, 2023 to Aug 31, 2024, an 11-fold increase compared with the same period the previous fiscal year.

The DES Ministry also tackled the issue of mule accounts, expediting the freezing and disruption of fraudulent money transfers. As of Aug 31, more than 1 million mule accounts had been suspended, with 450,000 by Amlo, 300,000 by banks, and 291,256 by AOC 1441.

Regarding data leaks, the PDPC Eagle Eye Center, under the Personal Data Protection Committee, inspected 43,561 state units between November 2023 and August 2024. The unit found the percentage of data leaks had drastically decreased from 31.4% to 1.5%.

The ministry also collaborated with the Technology Crime Suppression Division to address illegal data trading, blocking 110 social media cases, arresting nine individuals, and imposing a fine of 7 million baht on a private company responsible for a data leak.

How rampant are online scams in Thailand?

In recent years, scams have become pervasive, affecting hundreds of thousands of Thais annually.

Between March 2022 and July 2024, the total financial damage from scams reached roughly 70 billion baht, according to the Royal Thai Police.

Initial findings from the Global Anti-Scam Alliance Report 2024 revealed only 55% of Thais are confident in their ability to recognise scams, while 89% revealed they encounter scams at least once per month.
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                  Pundits call for policy continuity, education rejig                

                Country must make up for lost decade
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                                Thailand should maintain policy continuity and invest more in improving the primary and secondary education system to keep pace with its peers in the present dynamic and volatile decade, according to business leaders.
Moreover, the country should cultivate more scientists and engineers, develop a long-term vision with concrete execution and foster strong public-private partnerships.

The speakers offered their advice on Tuesday at a seminar titled "60 Years of Excellence: Creating Great Leaders, Designing the Future", hosted by the Thailand Management Association. The seminar ends on Thursday.

Arak Sutivong, deputy chief executive of SCB X Plc, said Thailand has national security and energy but has lost a decade to drive inclusive growth for equality and accessibility of opportunity and education.

Vietnam looks to South Korea as a role model for competitiveness, he noted.

"We can no longer lose another decade as we have a smaller market size in terms of population compared with Vietnam and Indonesia."

The country needs to further promote ease of doing business and encourage a greater number of local companies to compete overseas. The country should have a long-term vision with real execution and the private and public sectors should join forces to drive in the same direction, said Mr Arak.

Mr Arak said innovation and technology should not be regarded as costs but rather an investments to enhance the long-term competitiveness of the country and organisations and further advance the nation.

Danucha Pichayanan, secretary-general of the National Economic and Social Development Council, said the country had lost more than a decade compared to Vietnam and Malaysia as they moved quickly with consistent policies.

The nation's economic growth has also experienced low productivity and a lack of skilled workers.

Thailand has around 400,000 students per year pursuing bachelor's degrees, of which only 23% studied a science or engineering with the remainder pursuing degrees in management, law and the arts.

"We are considering importing talent to fulfil the shortage of skilled workers in the short term."

The country should focus on its strengths in the medical and wellness sectors. It should also boost productivity in the agricultural sector to create value-added products by using technology. Mr Danucha said education is key to producing competent human capital.

"Widening education access is crucial. There are a lot of smart students in rural areas who cannot access quality education and this is an urgent task -- the country should make equal education access happen," he added.

The private sector can play an important role in helping to increase the number of quality schools and upskill and reskill people to serve future trends.

Maneerut Anulomsombut, chief executive of Sea (Thailand), said the country still lacks a policy to protect against the influx of cross-border products and the lack of "fuel" to drive inclusive growth.

She added that the Indonesian government has taken action to protect local manufacturers.

David Li, chief executive of Huawei Technologies (Thailand) Co Ltd, said digitalisation and the trend towards intelligence are constant drivers of the economy.

"While Thailand leads Asean in 5G wireless network coverage, the journey towards world-class broadband connectivity is just beginning," he said.

Thailand boasts a 95% population coverage for 5G. Despite this achievement, Thailand's broadband connectivity lags developed member states of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, indicating ample room for improvement.

The country still has multiple digital transformation challenges. It has legacy IT systems as many industries face difficulties due to outdated IT investment, which hinders innovation. Companies are encouraged to migrate to cloud technologies to enhance flexibility and efficiency, he added.

Moreover, Thailand faces a critical shortage of advanced talent. Huawei is actively investing in talent development, aiming to train 20,000 cloud and AI developers and 10,000 information and communications technology professionals over the next two years.
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                  Agencies forge pact on promoting digital skills                

                              

                                The Office of the National Digital Economy and Society Commission (ONDE) has entered into a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Department of Employment and the Department of Skill Development to develop a "learn to earn" platform to promote digital skills and knowledge, supporting job matching nationwide.
The platform will complement the ongoing development of a platform for community digital centre management.

The platform is expected to launch early next year.

The aim of the learn to earn platform is to deliver benefits to the 1,722 community digital centres across the country. Collectively, the centres have 812,534 users.

According to Putchapong Nodthaisong, secretary-general of ONDE, each community digital centre provides public digital services and training activities to teach young people and the public.

It also provides a place where the trading of products online can be carried out to help reduce social gaps and inequality and improve the quality of life of members of local communities.

Mr Putchapong said the MoU would create data linkage and data exchange between relevant government agencies as part of the digital government policy.

According to the MoU, the ONDE is responsible for supporting the policy-making process, providing guidelines and building cooperation with relevant agencies to support information that is useful for the community digital centre project.

The Department of Employment is responsible for promoting the community digital centre management platform to enable job seekers to more easily access its job placement service.

The department is also ready to support the linkage of useful information for the ONDE and Department of Skill Development.

The Department of Skill Development is responsible for supporting the linkage of information related to skills training courses, the development of labour potential and business operators, and the testing of national labour skills standards.

This will enable people to easily access the job training provided by its related organisations nationwide.

Mr Putchapong said the development of community digital centres and the management platform were one of the ONDE's eight core tasks last year.

Other tasks included the development of existing government data centre and cloud service projects, driving the policy of using the cloud as the main principle (known as the Cloud First policy), the study and preparation of Thailand Digital Outlook 2024 via 102 indicators for digital development in the country, and measuring the contribution of the digital economy to the country's GDP.
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                  New platform to host Thai tourism services                

                Web portal to include tourist tax payments
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                                The Tourism and Sports Ministry has unveiled a new web portal connecting online services from the public sector, including the new electronic travel authorisation (ETA) system and the 300-baht fee collection from foreign tourists in the future.
Mongkon Wimonrat, deputy permanent secretary at the ministry, said the website named "Entry Thailand" is a central platform that features helpful information and travel services from suppliers, seeking to engage tourists throughout their trips.

He said the portal collaborates with more than 12 organisations, such as the Interior Ministry and Airports of Thailand, offering updated information such as flight and train schedules, an event calendar, and local attractions.

The portal connects with external services from other public and private organisations, such as accommodation booking in the national parks across Thailand, Muay Thai class booking, tourist police contacts, the tourist VAT refund system, and electronic visa applications.

Mr Mongkon said the platform has been developed from the screening system during the pandemic, which inbound visitors used for booking quarantine accommodation before entering Thailand.

The project aligns with the public development trend of e-services, targeting improvement of the country's travel and tourism competitive index ranking, which could support the government's "Ignite Tourism Thailand" policy, he said.

The ministry expects to integrate more services into the system in the future, including the mandatory ETA system for visa-exempted travellers, which will be implemented soon by the Foreign Affairs Ministry, and the pending 300-baht tourism fee collection.

Mr Mongkon said that if a new pandemic erupted, the travel screening system could also be recalled on this web portal.

As new Tourism and Sports Minister Sorawong Thienthong has agreed to restart the tourism tax for tourist insurance and supply development, Mr Mongkon said the online Thailand Travel Safety platform has started a trial run.

Whenever the government decides to activate it, it needs only six months to start collecting fees, which will also offer online payments on the platform.

As the 50-million-baht insurance programme for foreign tourists has already expired, Mr Mongkon said only 10 million baht was spent on subsidies.

On Wednesday, the ministry headed by Mr Sorawong also met 20 tourism operators to discuss current issues and strategies.

As of Sept 15, the number of foreign arrivals tallied 24.8 million, led by 5 million Chinese travellers.
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                  Consumer spending to finally recover this year                

                Expenditure set to surpass 2019 level
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Shoppers stroll around Bangkok's Sampheng Market, as consumer spending remains pressured by high household debt.  Nutthawat Wichieanbut]
                                              
                          Shoppers stroll around Bangkok's Sampheng Market, as consumer spending remains pressured by high household debt.  Nutthawat Wichieanbut                        

                                          

                  

                                The Bank of Thailand's expected interest rate cuts, prompted by the strong baht, and growth in the tourism sector will both increase the country's consumer spending, which is expected to exceed the 2019 level for the first time this year, say analysts.
While consumer spending remains pressured by high household debt, it should be buoyed by foreign tourist arrivals, which play a large role in the Thai economy, according to BMI, a Fitch Solutions company.

Foreign arrivals continue to recover from the pandemic, with BMI predicting a 28.3% year-on-year uptick in 2024. The London-based research firm anticipates Thai GDP expansion of 2.6% in 2024, up from 1.9% last year.

"The surge in arrivals bodes well for spending in the tourism sector and on related services, such as hotels, restaurants and cultural and recreational activities and establishments," BMI said in a research note.

However, a high level of household debt remains a risk to the consumer outlook, as it "not only constrains future borrowing capacity, but also impacts current disposable income levels", noted the firm. Debt servicing costs have risen as interest rates increased, reaching levels not seen over the past decade.

Many central banks are expected to start loosening rates from this year's fourth quarter and into 2025.

"While interest rates will not reach the previous historical lows of the last decade, easing monetary policy will alleviate some debt servicing cost pressures," noted BMI.

In Thailand, the central bank is expected to ease interest rate policy in response to controlled inflationary pressures and a robust baht outlook, providing support to spending levels.

Total spending will exceed the 2019 tally for the first time this year, reaching 9.2 trillion baht, according to BMI.

Household spending will hold steady in 2025, rising 4.0% year-on-year in real terms to 9.6 trillion baht, noted the research firm.

Asia Plus Securities (ASPS) also expects the Bank of Thailand to start trimming rates this year as the baht has been strengthening rapidly.

The Thai currency has risen to more than 33 baht to the dollar, while Thai bond yields from one year to eight years are now lower than the interest rate of 2.5%, reflecting expectations of an interest rate cut, said the brokerage.

The central bank's Monetary Policy Committee is expected to "cut the interest rate at least once by 0.25% in 2024", ASPS said.

A 25-basis-point cut is expected to lift the Stock Exchange of Thailand index by 60 points to 1,510, said the brokerage.
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                  Manufacturers' confidence dips to 87.7 points in August                
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                                The Thai Industries Sentiment Index (TISI) fell to 87.7 points in August amid a stagnant economy, a strengthening baht and the impact of severe flooding in the North, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
The index, which gauges business confidence among manufacturers, only rose temporarily to 89.3 points in July, thanks to higher demand for food, medicine and cosmetic products.

Heavy downpours in Chiang Rai and northern provinces in August was the main negative factor affecting the agricultural and industrial sectors, causing a slowdown in the construction business, said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

Flooding ravaged parts of Chiang Rai again early this month, caused by typhoon Yagi after it made landfall in Vietnam.

An initial survey by the FTI found 30 of 114 of its members in Chiang Rai were affected by the floods, including submerged six-wheel trucks and damage to machines and finished products.

The federation is also monitoring whether its 387 members in the Northeast will be affected by rising water levels in the Mekong River.

"The government needs to identify the needs of flood victims, including those in the business sector, to plan for immediate help and rehabilitation," Mr Kriengkrai told the Bangkok Post in a separate interview.

An appropriate response to flood-related problems is crucial as Thailand struggles to deal with the economic slowdown and uncertainties, he said.

Manufacturers were worried about exports in August as the baht appreciated from 36.46 to the dollar in July to 34.92 last month, said Mr Kriengkrai.

The baht could appreciate further, after hitting a 19-month high of 32.2 baht to the dollar on Sept 16, if the US Federal Reserve cuts interest rates deeper than 25 basis points at its meeting this week, according to analysts.

"This is not good for exporters who already encountered increasing freight rates for shipping routes to the US and Europe, resulting from the impact of the geopolitical conflict in the Middle East," said Mr Kriengkrai.

Thailand is also plagued with a high level of household debt which weakens consumer purchasing power and leads to difficulties accessing auto loans, eventually affecting domestic car sales.

These factors contributed to the decline in the August TISI, which was based on a survey of 1,330 entrepreneurs across 46 industries under the FTI.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2868203/manufacturers-confidence-dips-to-87-7-points-in-august



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Travel
          
        

      

      Opinion

      
        Tracking air quality the right way
        Every year, the World Health Organization (WHO) summarises global progress on malaria control. It details the number of cases in affected countries, shows year-on-year changes, outlines goals, and assesses the current funding landscape. The United Nations puts out a similar annual report for HIV/Aids. This regular tracking of serious public-health concerns is essential for addressing them...

      

      
        Zombie banking deepens economic woes
        This is the second of three articles, following the earlier article "Problems with Dr Thaksin's Visions". The series will end with an article titled "Call for a paradigm shift".

      

      
        No justice for Nong Cartoon
        Ten years ago today, Phanuthat Saksitthipan and his five-year-old daughter Narasiri, affectionately known as "Nong Cartoon," were preparing to close their family's steakhouse in Bangkok's Bang Bon district. Her mother, Saranya Chamni, was busy in the kitchen when a horrific event unfolded.

      

      
        Unplugging the electricity monopoly
        Thailand's electricity prices remain stubbornly high, burdening consumers and businesses alike.

      

      
        Overcapacity in China causing global concern
        Chinese overcapacity is raising concerns worldwide. It is easy to see why: China accounts for nearly one-third of the world's value-added manufacturing, and one-fifth of global manufacturing exports. But there is good reason to believe that the decline of China's manufacturing sector is imminent.

      

      
        Top cop pick looms large
        As national police chief Torsak Sukvimol retires at the end of this month, the media spotlight will focus on the Royal Thai Police (RTP) as the National Police Committee will begin the selection process for the top job by Oct 3.

      

      
        Securing the Mekong's water future
        Today, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) and Mekong River Commission (MRC) kick off a second round of talks about water security.

      

      
        The world is  headed towards  uncharted waters
        No sirens are blaring, nobody even looks frightened, but they should be. Last week, the world moved into uncharted territory. The "aspirational" goal of never allowing the average global temperature to rise more than 1.5 degrees Celsius higher than the pre-industrial norm (+1.5C) has been breached for a whole year -- and probably forever.

      

      
        Solving the Myanmar migrant surge
        With the civil conflict in Myanmar showing no signs of abating soon, Thailand faces formidable challenges in irregular migration from the country. Without adequate and sustainable solutions, Thailand's overall development, including its economy, society, and security, will be seriously impacted.

      

      
        Lessons from 'Moo Deng'
        The popularity of two-month-old pygmy hippo "Moo Deng" is not happenstance. It is the fruit of a laborious and systematic media campaign by the public relations team of Khao Kheow Open Zoo to promote their animals.
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									Tracking air quality the right way								

															

																Every year, the World Health Organization (WHO) summarises global progress on malaria control. It details the number of cases in affected countries, shows year-on-year changes, outlines goals, and assesses the current funding landscape. The United Nations puts out a similar annual report for HIV/Aids. This regular tracking of serious public-health concerns is essential for addressing them effectively, because it can help channel resources to where they are most needed and identify interventions that are working.
But there is no authoritative, up-to-date global accounting of air pollution, a health risk that takes a larger toll than malaria and HIV/Aids combined. Particulate matter, a form of air pollution often associated with dust and smoke, was the leading contributor to the world's disease burden in 2021, and has been found to cut 1.9 years from average life expectancy. Air pollution was also linked to more than 700,000 deaths in children under five years old in 2021, making it the second-highest risk factor for death in this age group.

The world's main authority on air quality is arguably the WHO, which produces globally influential standards for pollution levels. Its most recent guidelines, published in 2021, aimed to improve air-quality standards by lowering the recommended level of fine particulate matter (PM2.5) from 10 micrograms per cubic metre to five.

The WHO also compiles data on annual particulate matter in cities worldwide through its ambient air quality database, which is primarily sourced from government measurements and updated every two to three years.

But in the most recent edition (updated in January 2024), only 0.4% of cities reported data from 2022, and more than half of the data are at least seven years old. Many countries in Africa, Latin America, and Asia -- which bear a disproportionate share of the health burden from air pollution -- are missing measurements, with four of the most polluted countries reporting none at all. This lack of data makes it impossible to gauge global progress or to ensure strategic resource allocation.

Satellite-derived data could fill in the gaps. But while several groups generate and compile such information, there is no definitive database. Moreover, annual data often have a lag of up to two years, and there is no established mechanism to assess their quality.

Contrary to its name, calculating satellite-derived air-quality data requires ground monitoring data, which can make satellite data less reliable in countries with little monitoring capacity.

Addressing air pollution worldwide requires a clear view of the global picture. Fortunately, building a system that tracks collective progress on reducing particulate matter, with built-in mechanisms to help improve data-gathering efforts in the most polluted places, is feasible.

The first goal should be to create an annual, authoritative accounting of PM2.5 pollution in every country. This would require incentivising countries to contribute more recent ground-monitoring data, establishing a process to combine these data with available satellite information to determine their annual pollution levels, and identifying capacity and data gaps and directing resources accordingly.

Global development and philanthropic organisations will have to provide significant financial and human resources to launch such an effort, including support for countries that currently lack the capacity to monitor or measure air quality.

It will also require public-health, environmental, and finance leaders to work together, much as they have done to tackle other serious issues such as malaria, HIV/Aids, Covid-19 and tuberculosis.

Several UN agencies, including the WHO, the World Meteorological Organization, and the UN Environment Programme, could house or coordinate these data-gathering and capacity-building efforts. And institutions such as the World Bank, regional development banks, bilateral donors, and philanthropies must help finance them.

There is a dire need for international collective action to tackle this challenge, which is local, yet has global consequences. The latest report on reporting and tracking air quality, published by Our Common Air, addresses some of the key concerns in the commission's recommendations. We have successfully confronted global health challenges in recent years and, in doing so, created a playbook that can be applied to others.

The question now is whether the international community will use it to tackle the world's single greatest external risk to human health. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Soumya Swaminathan, a former chief scientist of the World Health Organization, is Co-Chair of Our Common Air, and Principal Adviser for the National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme at India's Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. Christa Hasenkopf is Director of the Clean Air Programme at the Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago and a commissioner at Our Common Air.
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																This is the second of three articles, following the earlier article "Problems with Dr Thaksin's Visions". The series will end with an article titled "Call for a paradigm shift".
The most popular question nowadays seems to be, "Where has all the money gone?" Some even accuse the Bank of Thailand (BoT) of running a tight monetary policy by syphoning money out. The facts are to the contrary. Broad money growth in July 2024 was 3.1%, compared to 1.6% in July last year.

Unfortunately, the money supply never fully reaches producers and consumers as financial institutions do not utilise the money to expand loans.

This article aims to demonstrate the economy is already at the "end of the rope" as its banking system is no longer functioning -- it's in a silent crisis.

A non-functioning banking system is the key cause of most economic crises, such as the Great Depression of 1930, Thailand's Tom Yum Kung crisis of 1997, and the crisis of 2008.

Why? Theoretically, it would be explained with Milton Friedman's equation of MV=PQ. In plain English, less money means less economic growth.

The central bank regulates the money supply in any economy. However, by law and by practice, a central bank is not capable of putting money directly into people's pockets or taking money out of people's pockets. Monetary policy would have to work either through the banking system or through the financing of government debt, or both.

The latter should be done cautiously as it is anti-productive and invites adversities like currency depreciation and runaway inflation. Certain Latin American countries -- Argentina is one of them -- painfully experienced this situation.

This option should only be done under extreme conditions, like the disruption from the Covid-19 outbreak of 2020-2021. During those years, BoT printed banknotes in the amount of 460 billion baht, resulting in an increase of 3.1 trillion baht in M (Money Supply).

BoT had a valid reason for making such a dangerous move. It was because "V" (Velocity of Money) plummeted deeply as people avoided going out to consume. To compensate for plummeting V, BoT increased M in order to minimise the loss of Q (GDP).

Because BoT was unable to transfer money directly to our bank accounts, the increased 3.1 trillion baht of M was channelled through government borrowing (1.5 trillion baht under emergency borrowing decrees) and an expansion of bank loans (1.6 trillion baht).

However, money printing operations are not done without a cost. The cost was inflation, which rose to 7.86% in August of 2022. To mop up extra liquidity from the money printing operation, BoT increased the policy interest rate by 2.0% to 2.5%.

It is clear that without a properly functioning banking system, the BoT's monetary policy would become ineffective as there is no vehicle to channel the money supply. The BoT could print as much money as it wanted, but the money would get stuck at banks and would not reach Thai producers and consumers, which is happening right now.

Let's start with the last row of the table. Money supply has been contracting since Q2. (The answer to the question, "Where has all the money gone?") According to Friedman's equation, the Thai economy should have started declining during Q2. BoT tried its best to pump M into the economy to retard the economic slowdown, but banks have not been cooperative.

In Q1/2024, BoT increased M by 381.6 billion baht hoping to see 3% economic growth, but banks expanded new loans by only half of that amount. Money was half-wasted and GDP growth was 1.6% for that quarter.

In Q2/2024, loans outstanding contracted for the first time in 20 years (or more). BoT was unprepared and money supply contracted sharply by 142.3 billion baht. The situation got worse in July as loan contraction deepened to 62.2 billion in one single month. However, BoT was better prepared this time and M only shrank half of that amount.

By the way, one can ignore that official GDP growth figure of 2.3% for Q2. The figure is against Friedman's theory. Anybody following the news would know that Q2 was brutal for both producers and consumers. If loan contraction continues for the rest of the year, my original projection for this year's GDP growth of 0.0% for Q3 and -1.5% for Q4 will become a reality.

[image: ]

In my view, the possibility of a continuation of loan contraction is high as Thai banks are in a silent crisis, ie, dead. Correction: Thai banks are healthy on the surface, as BoT makes sure of that, but banks turn into zombies. They are not dead, but they are not alive either. They are alive as legal organisations but dead as functioning business entities.

A banking business makes money when it issues loans. Therefore, there must be good reasons why Thai banks have been recalling loans. But there is no need to guess. The answer is a risk of losses from bad loans. Real NPLs, not BoT's reported NPLs, are dangerously high, which prohibits banks from giving out new loans and begins to recall good loans. The rumour that banks reject 70% of certain types of loan applications is not further from the truth.

Would the 10,000-baht cash handout, distributing at the end of this month, spur GDP growth? Not really. Because the money, given in a one-time cash transfer, is likely to be used for paying informal debt (about 1/3), gambling and alcohol (about 1/3), and consumption (about 1/3). The handout-induced consumption spending would be too small to make visible change in overall consumption.

The observation is in line with a BoT research paper on fiscal multipliers. The paper concluded that the fiscal multiplier for transfer payments to support low-income groups was 0.4.

The second and third round of cash handouts? Forget them. The government is broke, and the liquidity market is not conducive to mass borrowing. Do not forget the government has to borrow 713 billion baht to cover the base deficit of the 2025 fiscal budget without handouts.

The government knows this problem well. It avoids borrowing 145 billion baht for next-week's cash distribution from the market but digs into its Treasury balance deposited at BoT. After the withdrawal, the Treasury balance will drop to 302 billion baht, compared to an opening balance of 543 billion baht for the 2024 fiscal year.

If one wants to fix the Thai economy, one must start by fixing the zombie banking system. As explained, requesting BoT to release more money would not be effective. The only way to cure zombie fever is to restructure household debt. The government has the right idea that household debt must be restructured, but it has no idea how to do so, as the cost would be prohibitive. How prohibitive? Over 5 trillion baht.

Chartchai Parasuk, PhD, is a freelance economist.
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																Ten years ago today, Phanuthat Saksitthipan and his five-year-old daughter Narasiri, affectionately known as "Nong Cartoon," were preparing to close their family's steakhouse in Bangkok's Bang Bon district. Her mother, Saranya Chamni, was busy in the kitchen when a horrific event unfolded.
A runaway pickup truck, driven by Nampueng Jaisa-ngiam, crashed into the shop. The impact killed Phanuthat, 42, while Nong Cartoon suffered extensive brain damage despite being wrapped in her father's arms.

Now 15 years old, Nong Cartoon remains severely disabled: she is blind and partially deaf. She has also been bedridden since the incident, with 75% of her brain damaged.

Her mother, Saranya, has become the family's sole provider, running the steakhouse while tending to her daughter's medical needs and costly bills.

The case received a lot of public attention and garnered sympathy for the victims. It went all the way to the Supreme Court, which sentenced Nampueng to one year in prison for reckless driving. She was also ordered to pay 6.3 million baht in compensation to the victims' family.

The saying that no one escapes "the long arm of the law" has proven too idealistic in this situation. Over the years, Nampueng has defied the court order and avoided paying compensation by allegedly changing her name and ensuring she held no assets.

Today marks the tenth anniversary of this tragic accident. It is also on this day that the statute of limitations for the compensation case expires.

With the perpetrator allegedly exploiting legal loopholes to avoid payment, Saranya concluded that it was a losing battle. She also conceded the legal process appears stacked against victims like her and her daughter.

Leading figures, including Justice Minister Tawee Sodsong, said there is still hope as Saranya can petition for an extension of the deadline to track down the perpetrator's assets. However, it does not seem to make much difference.

In the end, the burden of chasing down the payment legally owed to Saranya and her daughter still falls solely on the victim.

Whether anything can still be done to help Saranya pursue justice, her ordeal should serve as a reminder that in many cases, help is needed for victims to enforce court orders.

The loopholes that allow those responsible to evade accountability must be addressed to ensure that justice is effectively served.

Mr Tawee mentioned that the Justice Fund, under the Justice Ministry, may be explored as it was set up to assist individuals in accessing the justice system and pursuing justice.

With the tragedy befalling Nong Cartoon and her mother being a case in point, it is hoped the justice minister will stay true to his word and find a long-term solution which will go a long way towards easing the burden for people in similar situations.

The plight of Nong Cartoon and her family illustrates the importance of road safety and responsible driving -- two issues that Thailand has struggled to manage.

This kind of tragedy should not be allowed to happen again. That is why all possible measures must be taken to keep irresponsible drivers off the road, and ensure that those who violate road safety regulations are held accountable.
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																Thailand's electricity prices remain stubbornly high, burdening consumers and businesses alike.
The current and former governments have tried to tackle this problem without much luck. Subsidies are a short-term tonic, but they have created new financial burdens. It is about time to ask what makes electricity costs so high and what needs to be changed at a fundamental level.

Last month, at our forum titled "Expensive Electricity: Who Is Responsible for the Public's Struggles?" experts gathered to dissect this pressing issue. Lively debates on external factors, such as the price of natural gas in the global market, were held. But the elephant in the room was Thailand's energy and power procurement policy.

First of all, we need to understand that Thailand's electricity market operates under an "enhanced single-buyer model", which is a vertically integrated monopoly controlled by three state-owned enterprises: The Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat), which serves as the sole electricity wholesaler and operates the transmission grid; the Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA); and the Provincial Electricity Authority (PEA), which handles retail and distribution. Apart of that trio, centralised energy planning falls under the National Energy Policy Council, chaired by the prime minister.

The question is whether the "centralised energy systems" are efficient and good for the country and consumers.

The so-called "centralised energy systems" are good in ensuring security of supply. But this leads to high electricity prices and prevents the system from experiencing real business competition and reaching its full efficiency.

Thai officials often claim this power market policy is based on "merit order".

I beg to differ. Our "centralised energy systems" contain structural hurdles. One is the government using the cost-passing mechanism to shift some of the financial burden to consumers.

Another is the inflexible power purchase agreements (PPAs) that Egat has been signing with private power companies, which limits negotiations and the freedom to choose a power source that fits the social and environmental conditions.

Every two to three years, Thai policy makers will update the so-called "Power Development Plan" (PDP) to adjust the energy demand and electricity prices. The decision is primarily based on the demand for power consumption and the actual fuel price in the global market.

Critics blast the PDP for over-projection. Policymakers are criticised for not including demand site management -- a positive effect from energy saving such as better electric appliance quality, better energy-saving buildings -- in the update. Therefore, the PDP always shows that the demand for electricity is surging substantially.

The question is, why? Policymakers do not have to bother about any impact of an inaccurate forecast. That is because Thailand's PPA private concessionaires have several financial obligations, such as a price guarantee, known as an Availability Payment (AP) fee, and some mechanism to pass on the financial burden to consumers.

For instance, when Egat signs a contract to buy power from a company, Egat must pay some AP -- covering fixed costs and shareholder returns, even when no electricity is generated.

While this AP clause invites power companies to invest huge sums of money to produce electricity for the national grid, it prevents the power sector and officials from being effective -- or at least providing a precise demand forecast.

The Russia-Ukraine war is a showcase of the flaws in our PPAs, too. As global gas prices soared, Thailand's reliance on natural gas exacerbated the problem. The Automatic Tariff Adjustment Mechanism (Ft) that is contained in the power-buying contract automatically passed these increased natural gas costs onto consumers.

Meanwhile, private power plants that use gas to produce energy face little risk. In this monopolistic environment, the Thai government and Egat do not have any pressure to diversify their energy sources or even try to fix the lopsided gas dependence. Why bother when consumers take care of the higher gas price when they pay their monthly utility bill?

If that were not enough, the PPA contains another guarantee mechanism known as the "take-or-pay" clause. With it, Egat is obliged to buy electricity from power plants even though the country has too many energy reserves in the national grid. This contractual obligation prevents policymakers and Egat from switching over and exploring better alternatives.

As alternative sources such as renewable energy such as solar and wind are increasingly affordable, our country's national grid should be flooded with this green energy that can help reduce pollution and aid the government in reducing emissions and meeting our "net zero" goal in the future.

However, in reviewing Egat's national grid management, I found that renewable energy is often placed near the bottom, while electricity produced by natural gas and coal is in high demand simply because power contracts required this. Again, the contracts Egat signed with private generators -- 60% of which uses natural gas -- "legally" requires Egat to buy power from these companies.

Needless to say, with generous PPAs, the profits of these power plants rise sustainably while those of Egat move in the opposite direction. Formerly a major power producer of the country, Egat now mainly acts as a buyer.

Politicians and experts have pressured the current and former governments to renegotiate with power companies. Revising the concession is complex and could invite lawsuits. But it is a must for any government that wants to reform the power market.

In the PPAs, there is a force majeure clause that opens the door for removing liability for unforeseeable and unavoidable catastrophes that prevent participants from fulfilling their contractual obligations.

The Covid-19 pandemic was an event that fits "force majeure" as power demand substantially decreased while reserves hit the roof. The former Prayut Chan-o-cha government should have negotiated this with private power plants. It did not.

The first step would be to revise the terms with new power procurement contracts. It is naive to expect change under the same old PPA rules.

This means the new PPAs must reduce the guaranteed purchase volume and modify the obliged take-or-pay clauses.

Indeed, the Paris-based International Energy Agency (IEA) recommends alternative power market mechanisms. Under this model, generous financial obligations such as Ft and purchase-guaranteed clauses, like the AP and take-or-pay clauses, must be removed, if not reduced. Without any binding financial obligation, negotiations for a fair price, flexible management and merit-based competition are a pipe dream.

Addressing the inefficiencies in our centralised electricity structure offers could help reduce electricity costs by 10% to 20%. With political will, it is doable.



Rapeepat Ingkasit is a head of research at Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT), a think tank devoted to propelling sustainable financial practices and assisting in Thailand's transition towards a low-carbon economy. Learn more at https://climatefinancethai.com.
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																Chinese overcapacity is raising concerns worldwide. It is easy to see why: China accounts for nearly one-third of the world's value-added manufacturing, and one-fifth of global manufacturing exports. But there is good reason to believe that the decline of China's manufacturing sector is imminent.
To understand what is happening now in China, it is worth recalling Japan's recent history. After World War II, Japan's manufacturing sector grew rapidly, thanks largely to access to the massive US market. But the 1985 Plaza Accord (which boosted the yen's value and weakened Japanese exports), together with an ageing population and a shrinking labour force, reversed this trend.

From 1985 to 2022, the share of Japanese goods in US imports dropped from 22% to 5%, and Japan's share of global manufacturing exports declined from 16% to 4%. And the number of Japanese companies on the Fortune Global 500 list dropped from 149 in 1995 to just 40 today.

China has followed a similar upward trajectory in recent decades, but China's manufacturing rise was even more dependent on the US market. Japan's imports from the United States equalled 51% of its exports to the US in 1978-84, compared to a 23% share for China in 2001-18.

Chinese family planning policies are largely to blame for this imbalance. Typically, household disposable income needs to account for 60-70% of a country's GDP, in order to sustain household consumption of around 60% of GDP. In China, however, the one-child policy -- which was in place from 1980 until 2015 -- limited household earnings, encouraged high savings, and constrained domestic demand.

Given insufficient demand at home, China's only option for reducing its excess capacity and creating enough jobs for its population is to maintain a large current account surplus. That is where the US comes in: the share of Chinese goods in US imports rose from 1% in 1985 to 22% in 2017. In 2001-18, the US accounted for three-quarters of China's trade surplus.

China's giant surplus is the mirror image of America's deficit, and while the rise of Chinese manufacturing is hardly the only reason for the decline of US manufacturing, it is a big one. America's share of world manufacturing exports remained stable, at 13%, between 1971 and 2000, but fell sharply after China joined the World Trade Organization in 2001 and stood at just 6% in 2022. America's share of manufacturing value-added likewise plummeted, from 25% in 2000 to 16% in 2021.

As these trends decimated America's Rust Belt, which stretches from Wisconsin to eastern Pennsylvania, popular frustration with globalisation, and with the "political elites" who had encouraged it, grew steadily. In 2016, Donald Trump rode their frustration into the White House, vowing to revive US manufacturing and force China to change its trading practices. And Mr Trump hopes to do the same this November.

In this sense, China's one-child policy indirectly but profoundly reshaped the American political landscape. And now American politics are reshaping China's economy. The US backlash against China, which began with Mr Trump's tariffs in 2018 and has intensified under President Joe Biden, has caused the share of Chinese goods in US imports to drop to just 12.7% in the first half of 2024.

China is looking increasingly like Japan for two other reasons.

First, its workforce is rapidly shrinking and ageing. According to the government, annual births have plummeted from 23.4 million, on average, in 1962-90 to just nine million last year, and even that figure is probably grossly exaggerated.

Within a few years, China will probably record just six million births per year. Meanwhile, the median age of migrant workers, who make up 80% of China's manufacturing workforce, has risen from 34 in 2008 to 43 last year, with the share of people over 50 rising from 11% to 31%. Some manufacturing plants are already closing for lack of workers.

Second, China's services sector is set to squeeze manufacturing. As China's government seeks to increase the GDP share of household disposable income, Chinese demand for US goods will rise, and some manufacturing workers will shift to services, which is also where China's rapidly growing pool of college graduates will find employment.

The decline of manufacturing might not happen as fast as it did in Japan because China has a larger domestic market and a more complete industrial ecosystem and because it is investing heavily in artificial intelligence and robotics, which could deliver productivity gains. But decline is both inevitable and irreversible. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Yi Fuxian, a senior scientist at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, spearheaded the movement against China's one-child policy and is the author of 'Big Country with an Empty Nest' (China Development Press, 2013).
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																As national police chief Torsak Sukvimol retires at the end of this month, the media spotlight will focus on the Royal Thai Police (RTP) as the National Police Committee will begin the selection process for the top job by Oct 3.
Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra -- unlike her predecessors, Srettha Thavisin and Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha -- has instructed Deputy PM and Defence Minister Phumtham Wechayachai to oversee the process of selecting a new national police chief.

It is hoped that the appointment process is reliable and trustworthy, without deliberate signs of foot-dragging, as society has seen enough drama from the RTP.

Unlike previous appointments, the current process will be much watched, partly because of the return of the Shinawatras to Thai politics.

It should be recalled that as a prime minister, Thaksin Shinawatra, who was also a former policeman, intervened in police affairs and sought to create a "modern police state". When he was premier, he was accused of placing his men in strategic positions within the RTP and regional police forces.

Policemen were also appointed to handle institutions such as the Government Lottery Office and even the Election Commission (EC).

Amidst this all, election commissioner Pol Gen Wassana Permlap was jailed for violating election law.

Therefore, Ms Paetongtarn and her government must be extra careful and make this appointment respectable and also make up in part for the episode in which her father was controversially placed on the 14th floor of Police General Hospital while he was being detained.

Next month's promotions at the RTP will be crucial.

First of all, the outcome will tell the direction in which police reform will move.

Successive governments have initiated reforms, passing laws and regulations to make RTP a respectable workplace offering dignified careers and proper welfare.

There are several interesting and decent reform ideas, among them moving some police forces to come under provincial administration, such as the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA).

Another is making investigations more transparent by including public attorneys in the process right from the beginning instead of after.

These ideas are so far left undiscussed and explored.

But the new police chief is expected to help modernise the RTP and clean up its tarnished reputation.

While society and many police have lost faith in the RTP, it can also be said that reform efforts have started to gain momentum.

For example, the Police Committee, which serves as an internal administrative court for police, started service in June 2022, providing a platform for rank-and-file police to seek justice in cases of unfair treatment and corruption in the force.

More police rules on promotion criteria will be activated beginning in October, and the new police chief will use them to decide promotions for his subordinates.

But attempts at police reform will be half-baked without good leadership. The RTP needs not only a capable and experienced top cop but also a leader that society can trust.

The first and most straightforward way to gain trust is through a reliable selection process based on merit, not nepotism or patronage, to appoint the most appropriate candidate. A seamless and transparent promotion is, therefore, necessary.
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																Today, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) and Mekong River Commission (MRC) kick off a second round of talks about water security.
The 2nd Asean-MRC Water Security Dialogue is a unique platform that tackles the pressing issues of water scarcity, pollution, and water-related disaster risks in the Mekong from the perspective of a connected and resilient Southeast Asia.

The timing couldn't be more critical. With growing climate risks, water disasters, and demands for water use impacting livelihoods and threatening progress toward sustainable development goals, dialogue is more important than ever. But what's at stake?

As population growth and urbanization accelerate across Asean countries like Thailand, Indonesia, and the Philippines are grappling with increasing water demand and pollution. Singapore, with a developed economy, is highly vulnerable and faces significant challenges in securing freshwater resources. Meanwhile, Mekong countries -- Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam -- are experiencing reduced river flows during the wet season and flooding even during the dry season, further intensifying their water security concerns.

Climate change adds an extra layer of complexity. With its more extreme weather conditions, including flash floods and prolonged droughts, some of Southeast Asia's most vulnerable communities along the Mekong and across Asean are at risk.

The Mekong's importance for the Mekong riparian countries of Asean is long understood. Various sectors contributed to a robust Mekong economic productivity, with a total value of US$63 billion (2 trillion baht) in 2020, including hydropower and rice production. Inland capture fisheries, one of the world's largest rivers in terms of tonnage, accounts for approximately US$7.8 billion, with aquaculture production contributing an additional US$8.2 billion.

Southeast Asia's longest river is becoming increasingly important for the rest of Asean. Vietnam and Thailand are the two global rice exporting powerhouses. This critical supply chain reaches as far as Malaysia, Singapore, and the Philippines, ensuring regional food security.

Meanwhile, Laos is emerging as the "Battery of Asean", harnessing hydropower to fuel a regional energy grid and transmitting electricity to not only Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam but also Singapore via Thailand and Malaysia. Hydropower from Laos contributes almost 60% of this sector's total gross economic value in the Lower Mekong River Basin. In this sense, when water becomes scarce or polluted, the consequences ripple across the entire region, not just a single country. Farmers face withering crops, fishermen return with empty nets, and trade grinds to a halt, disrupting economies and livelihoods. Energy supplies falter, leaving homes in darkness, while polluted water brings illness and hardship.

How can we, as a region, navigate these challenges and ensure that our water resources remain sustainable? How can we accelerate technical and joint investments and solutions to water security challenges in the Mekong River Basin and across the Asean region?

In 2003, the Asean Long Term Strategic Plan for Water Resources Management was endorsed to identify key challenges like integrated river basin management. Asean introduced the Strategic Plan of Action on Water Resources Management in 2005.

Building on this momentum and recognising the critical need for cooperation among Mekong sub-regional countries, the Secretariats of Asean and MRC formalised a partnership in 2010 to boost cooperation on the sustainability of water resources, equitable access, and sufficient water of acceptable quality. The secretariat-to-secretariat partnership was upgraded to organisation-to-organisation level in the Asean-MRC Cooperation Framework in 2018. Early this year, Indonesia joins the MRC as a cooperating partner.

Over the past three decades, the MRC has worked to ensure water security and peaceful management of different interests and concerns among the Asean countries of the Mekong under the 1995 Mekong Agreement. This is evident in the established river monitoring, forecasting, data and information, and various procedures for water utilisation that are the most advanced in the developing world and the Basin Development Strategy that balances the benefits and costs of national plans, which strengthens the countries' knowledge and capacity to cope with disasters as well as facilitate cooperation among them.

In the upcoming 2nd Asean-MRC Water Security Dialogue, policy interventions, cutting-edge technology and partnerships will be on the table of discussion -- for the first time -- among ministerial delegates from Asean member states, who will share their insights and strategies that aim for a more connected, resilient, and water-secure Mekong within the Asean community.

But while these high-level conversations are crucial, the true measure of success lies in how effectively we can translate these discussions into tangible actions that make a real difference. This second dialogue isn't just about sharing ideas; it's about fostering a collective commitment to implementing those ideas in ways that benefit communities across the region. This means not only setting ambitious goals but also building the frameworks and collaborations necessary to achieve them.



Anoulak Kittikhoun is the Chief Executive Officer of the Mekong River Commission (MRC) Secretariat.
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																No sirens are blaring, nobody even looks frightened, but they should be. Last week, the world moved into uncharted territory. The "aspirational" goal of never allowing the average global temperature to rise more than 1.5 degrees Celsius higher than the pre-industrial norm (+1.5C) has been breached for a whole year -- and probably forever.
"Never" is a long time, so the Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC), when it set that target in 2018, actually said that it should remain achievable until at least 2050. You may have noticed that the year is only 2024, and we are already there. Something has gone wrong, and there is a scramble to cover it up.

This takes two forms. One was to say that it's just a temporary effect related to the recent El Nino, a cyclical ocean event that occasionally raises the average global temperature a bit for nine to twelve months, then subsides again.

The trouble with that explanation was that the "anomaly", as climate scientists were calling the unexpected warming, was twice as big as any El Nino event has ever been. It also began months before this El Nino got going -- and it did not go away when the El Nino died out, in April. The "anomaly" is still there.

So much for that attempt to explain the anomaly away, but there's another. What if a whole year above +1.5C doesn't count as "breaching the limit"? It doesn't, according to the IPCC's counting rules. Those rules say it won't be reached until the average global temperature has been +1.5C for the past twenty years -- so about ten years from now, in practice.

Calculating long-term averages for global temperature made sense when the climate was basically stable and just jiggled around a bit from year to year, but those days are long gone.

The trend in average global temperature has been relentlessly upwards for decades now. To insist on mixing in cooler temperatures from twenty years ago to come up with a number that understates the reality of the present would be self-deception at best.

What would it be at worst? I wouldn't use the words "deliberate misrepresentation", but something complicated and largely invisible happens at the conclusion of each Assessment Report, the scientific document on which the IPCC's now-annual conferences are based.

The data and conclusions in the hundreds of pages of the reports are valid and unbiased, but the "executive summary" (the only part most journalists will ever read) is a political document negotiated between the scientists and the governments that are paying for the whole IPCC enterprise.

The scientists are already hampered by their own professional reluctance to discuss their private and tentative conclusions in public. Alas, that handicaps them in their protracted arm-wrestle over the executive summary with governments that are deeply concerned about climate change but always want to avoid large spending commitments right now.

I'm relying on private information from some scientists who have been involved in the process, but the governments usually win. ("He who pays the piper calls the tune.") This may explain the widening gap between what the IPCC says and what we can see with our own eyes: monster wildfires, unprecedented heatwaves, killer landslides and all the rest.

What can we do about all this? The stock answer is "cut your greenhouse gas emissions", and we should move as fast as we can on that front, but it is delusional to go on pretending that this is all we can and must do. After thirty years of trying, our emissions are still growing almost every year (although we may start to make a little progress soon).

We need to hold the heat down while the emissions work proceeds, or the growing chaos, damage and violence will make further progress on any front impossible. The various ways to do that are called "geoengineering" or climate engineering, and for a long time it was taboo. That never made sense, and now the prejudice is fading fast.

Geoengineering is a very big subject, but if you're interested I recently wrote a book about it.
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									Solving the Myanmar migrant surge								
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																With the civil conflict in Myanmar showing no signs of abating soon, Thailand faces formidable challenges in irregular migration from the country. Without adequate and sustainable solutions, Thailand's overall development, including its economy, society, and security, will be seriously impacted.
To address these issues, the Paetongtarn government should urgently prioritise immediate implementation and develop new mechanisms that streamline measures and procedures to improve the livelihoods of these migrants. It is a Herculean task.

After Myanmar's coup of February 2021, migrants, including labourers, displaced persons, political refugees, and vulnerable groups crossing the Thai border, have surged significantly. The exodus will continue as the economic and human security situation in Myanmar worsens. Most of these people are vulnerable and need all the help they can get from Thailand. Otherwise, they risk becoming victims of human trafficking and exploitation.

Recently, the Lower House's Standing Committee on Law, Justice, and Human Rights released a report on the study of irregular migration, marking the first time sustainable solutions have been addressed.

Last October, a special subcommittee was set up to collect information and assess the challenges of irregular migration in this country. It was tasked with reviewing existing laws and legal loopholes that have led to human rights violations and have hampered humanitarian aid from reaching vulnerable groups.

In Thailand, irregular migration is defined by illegal entry, residence, and employment. As such, these migrants are divided into three groups: displaced persons, stateless persons, and undocumented individuals, including migrant workers. These people are often exploited through human trafficking and forced labour.

According to updated data in March, the Ministry of Labour's Department of Employment reported that Thailand had 3,415,744 registered migrant workers. However, unofficial estimates suggest that the number exceeds 5 million. Additionally, the Department of Provincial Administration reported 586,548 stateless and undocumented persons as of last December. Again, these numbers were underestimated.

Currently, 156,000 displaced people reside in temporary shelters along the 2,400-kilometre-long border. This figure already includes 85,000 individuals living in nine border camps and 51,000 fleeing conflicts inside Myanmar. Furthermore, another 20,000 displaced persons have not registered with the UN High Commissioner for Refugees.

Dr Supang Chantavanich, the Asian Research Center for Migration, has said that Thailand needs a "whole-of-society" approach to tackle this challenge.

According to the UN Global Compact on Migration, this approach promotes broad multi-stakeholder partnerships to address migration in all its dimensions by including migrants, diasporas, local communities, civil society, academia, the private sector, parliamentarians, trade unions, human rights institutions, the media, and other relevant stakeholders.

Thailand must rethink its approach to irregular migrants from Myanmar, given the kingdom's ageing and declining workforce and sluggish economic growth. The current security-focused approach does not work, as it lacks effective policy management and a much-needed human dimension.

The Thai parliament's study identified eight key problems, ie, a lack of clear and consistent policies, centralised decision-making and management, lengthy and complicated procedures, and limited access to rights and basic services such as healthcare and education. Other issues include difficulties obtaining identification documents, permanent residency, Thai nationality, and access to remedies and justice when rights are violated.

Additional solutions include amending relevant laws, improving management mechanisms and structures for irregular migrants, enhancing access to identification documents, and ensuring access to basic rights and services.

The study recommended revising three essential laws: the Immigration Act 1979, the Emergency Decree on Managing the Work of Aliens 2018, and the Civil Registration Act 1991. Of them, the Immigration Act 1979 should be amended to define rights and protective measures for vulnerable groups.

The study calls for new legislation to protect refugees or individuals who are unable to return to their home country due to persecution.

These proposals are easier said than done, as Thai lawmakers are not on the same page. Various ministries are still working in a silo culture with narrow visions and limited budgets. To overcome silo-work culture, officials and policymakers must revise the work process to make sure they are working on the same page and pace, using sustainable solutions.

For example, when the conflict intensifies in Myanmar, the Thai Ministry of Labour must expedite the registration of migrant workers instead of sticking to the same old bureaucrat workflow. Thai officials must also learn about behaviour patterns and keep up-to-date with news. For example, in April, the number of refugees surged because many were running away from Myanmar military mandatory conscription.

It cannot go without saying that the Thai parliament urges the Thai government to improve the national birth registration system to ensure non-discriminatory practices regardless of nationality and for individuals without identification documents. Similarly, the country needs policies to promote education for the children of migrant workers and stateless children, ensuring their health and rights are protected. Better understanding and awareness among local authorities is essential regarding the challenges associated with irregular migrants.

Despite all perceived obstacles, Leon de Riedmatten, executive director of The Border Consortium, a leading provider of humanitarian assistance on the Thai-Myanmar border, recently said he has seen positive developments.

According to Mr de Riedmatten, among such developments is that the Thai Ministry of Interior recently announced that the Thai language could be taught in refugee camps. This provision of Thai language education to migrant children suggests that the government is considering reviewing the policy towards refugee camps, which have been called "temporary shelters" for several decades.

It seems that a solution needs to be found for the residents of the nine camps to move to permanent settlements and third countries. It is very difficult for them to return to Myanmar under the prevailing circumstances.

Mr de Riedmatten pointed out that the idea of integrating a large number of camp residents into the Thai framework is an option that needs to be seriously and quickly explored if the main new policy is to close the "temporary shelters" in a relatively short time.

Zaw Oo -- executive director of the Centre for Economic and Social Development, an independent think-tank dedicated to inclusive development in Myanmar -- suggested three ideas to improve the situation of irregular migrants. First, he said the employment process should be streamlined and cost less. Second, it is essential to upgrade the skills of migrant workers to fit local businesses and industries. Finally, he said, remittances should be leveraged and a post-conflict recovery prepared.

While these solutions and proposals raise hope, it depends on whether the new government will use such ideas.

Another national committee tasked with managing the situation resulting from Myanmar's crisis will be formed to replace the current one, which was founded by former deputy prime minister and foreign minister Parnpree Bahiddha-nukara.

Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa will chair the new committee, which includes high-ranking officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Defence, Interior, and the National Intelligence Directorate. This committee will be enforced after Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatra signs it.

The committee's main duties will include monitoring and analysing the situation in Myanmar, providing recommendations, coordinating with relevant agencies, and ensuring timely public communication. This mechanism will also enable Thailand to play an active and constructive role in resolving the Myanmar crisis both bilaterally and multilaterally and under the Asean framework.

Indeed, the new committee can act swiftly as it has the authority to appoint subcommittees to address urgent issues identified by the parliamentary report. Otherwise, the irregular migrant situation could become a ticking time bomb for the country.
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									Lessons from 'Moo Deng'								
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																The popularity of two-month-old pygmy hippo "Moo Deng" is not happenstance. It is the fruit of a laborious and systematic media campaign by the public relations team of Khao Kheow Open Zoo to promote their animals.
The zoo, in Chon Buri province, often provides entertainment activities, such as live music performed by local students. It also created an animal food fund to boost public engagement.

Their efforts reflect the attempt by Thai public zoos to modernise themselves by promoting wildlife, and environmental conservation and education.

At the same time, the existence of these zoo "superstars" shows how difficult it is for these zoos to stay afloat.

The costs of animal food and maintenance have risen while financial support from the government has been cut from 80% of their budget in the past to just 40%. Many zoos were plunged into the red after the Covid pandemic cut visits.

Each year, the Zoological Park Organisation of Thailand (ZPOT) obtains a fiscal budget of around 800 million baht annually to take care of around 6,200 zoo animals and staff at eight state zoos, which is barely enough.

Zoos not only have a duty of caring for caged animals, but also have academic and education purposes to fulfil.

Meanwhile, public zoos in the country cannot raise ticket fees at a whim since increases need permission from a national board.

While more visitors generate much-needed income, these caged "superstars" face pressures and stress to cope with their popularity.

This past week, the zoo needed to limit visiting time as visitors resorted to throwing water bottles and seashells to get attention from the pigmy hippo.

The popularity of Moo Deng may help reassure the Zoological Park Organisation of Thailand that public zoos are relevant to modern society and good for tourism.

However, it does raise the question over whether the popularity of pet zoos leads to better knowledge of nature and wildlife conservation.

Does the love for Moo Deng transpire into awareness of the plight of hippos in forest sanctuaries, at risk of extinction because of deforestation and illegal logging?

Apart from these "superstars", what education programmes can the zoo present to visitors?

Budget constraints force all zoos and their staff to attract visitors, instead of dedicating their time to other, more important tasks, such as breeding animals and raising awareness of wildlife conservation.

Governments simply need to provide more resources to enable these zoos and their staff to provide good care to these animals and educate the public about the importance of wildlife conservation.

It is immoral to rely on these superstar animals alone to help raise money.

Indeed, the government is spending a huge sum of money to build a public zoo on 300 rai of land in Thanyaburi district of Pathum Thani province.

When completed, this zoo, which will cost five billion baht in its first phase, will be a model for future zoos, serving as a conservation and learning centre.

Such moves are good news for public zoos and animal lovers in Thailand.

It is also hoped the government will consider allocating more money to other public zoos across the country.
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									New movies out this week: Sept 19-25

									Pachara Chirathivat and Jirayu La-Ongmanee reunites in 'Bat War' after 13 years since 'SuckSeed'
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								[image: ]

Oddity

Directed by Damian Mc Carthy.

Who's in it? 

Carolyn Bracken, Johnny French and Steve Wall.

What's it about? 

A psychic medium attempts to uncover the truth behind her sister's murder at the site of the crime.

Why watch it?

A few haunted objects in Darcy's room are from previous horror movies. 
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Bat War

Directed by Panupan Jantanawong and Kritsana Chitnaowarat.

Who's in it? 

Jirayu La-Ongmanee, Pachara Chirathivat, Panupan Jantanawong, Nachat Juntapun, Mongkol Saaadboonyapat, Jorin Khumpiraphan and Taveesak Phetpraneenukul. 

What's it about?

Once upon a time... when it was a dark era where Thai music was forbidden to be played without permission because the leader wanted to build a civilised country. Anyone who violated would be dealt with decisively. Colonel Phao is assigned to lead a force to sweep and close down all unauthorised Thai music schools, including the school of Seian Khao, who had created a grudge in Colonel Phao's heart when he was a child. 

Why watch it?

A war between friends who have Thai music, the national heritage, at stake.
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Customs Frontline (Hoi gwaan zin sin) 

Directed by Herman Yau.

Who's in it? 

Nicholas Tse, Brahim Chab and Jacky Cheung.

What's it about? 

Hong Kong customs officers discover illegal weapons on a cargo ship and trace them back to an international conflict. Elite agents go undercover, uncovering a transnational operation with roots closer to home.

Why watch it?

OG Hong Kong actors. 
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Kang Mak

Directed by Herwin Novianto.

Who's in it?

Vino G. Bastian, Marsha Timothy and Indro Warkop.

What's it about?

A man named Makmur returned from the battlefield.  However, Makmur finds Sari, his wife, has died and become a ghost.

Why watch it?

A remake of "Pee Mak".
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Never Let Go

Directed by Alexandre Aja.

Who's in it? 

Halle Berry, Stephanie Lavigne and Anthony B. Jenkins.

What's it about? 

A family that has been haunted by an evil spirit for years. Their safety and their surroundings come into question when one of the children questions if the evil is real.

Why watch it?

Mark Romanek was attached to direct the movie back when it was titled Mother Land and Alexandre Aja took over directing duties a month later.
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The Haunted Granny

Directed by Phanupoch Pongprathet.

Who's in it?

Boonsri Yindee, Warissara Pracha, Kanthida Kongsaenkum, Thanyatorn Yeingmuang, Mookda Nabandit, Suriya Saradee, Chisanuphong Parakamal, Thanadol Masanglhong, Jetsada Wongnaree and Phawin Phormmuanggao. 

What's it about? 

When the grandchildren come to surprise her, but end up meeting "Grandmother" who surprises them back.

Why watch it?

A thrilling, haunting and shocking movie that shakes the rice fields.
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									A day of fun and film awaits at Cinema Oasis

									
								

								The Bangkok Filmmakers Group (BKFG) is excited to invite cinema lovers, filmmakers and creatives to the Bangkok Filmmakers Group Networking Event on Saturday, at the iconic indie venue Cinema Oasis on Sukhumvit 43. This gathering promises a day brimming with creativity, connection and inspiration, making it an essential event for anyone passionate about filmmaking or eager to engage with the local film community.
								What's In Store

Set in a cosy 50-seat cinema, the Bangkok Filmmakers Group Networking Event offers attendees a chance to network, screen work and experience a wide variety of films in a casual and collaborative environment. Whether you're an industry professional, an aspiring filmmaker or simply a movie enthusiast, this is your opportunity to mingle with like-minded individuals, exchange ideas and showcase your talents.

Event Highlights

2-8pm | Networking & Socialising

The event kicks off with a networking session on the Cinema Oasis patio. Complimentary snacks and drinks (both alcoholic and non-alcoholic) will be provided, and attendees are welcome to bring additional items to share. As the day progresses, groove to the beats of DJ Freddy Funk, who will be spinning tunes from 5-8pm.

2-4pm | Free Form Screenings & Presentations

This is an open slot for short films, personal projects or presentations by group members. Whether you're presenting a polished film or discussing an ongoing project, this is a fantastic opportunity to have your work shown on the big screen.

4-6pm | Feature Film Screening

A special feature film, Hellhound directed by Joshua Dixon, will be screened during this time slot. Stay tuned for more details about this exciting screening.

6-7pm | Member Showcase

This hour is dedicated to showcasing the incredible work produced by group members. Following each screening, there will be time for Q&A and discussions.

7-8pm | The 60 Second Film Festival

The event concludes with the 60 Second Film Festival, featuring a collection of ultra-short films from both past and new submissions by BKFG members. Expect a variety of creative, concise stories that showcase the diversity and talent within the community.

Screening Schedule

Highlights of the schedule include notable short films such as Assassins Tale X by Ron Smoorenburg, Unlovable Lovers by Clae Sea and Chernobyl by Aidan. Additionally, the member showcase will feature films like Maybell, Her Future by Chun Li, and Crush by Boris Meshkov.
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									Explore the spiritual world at Richard Koh Fine Art

									
								

								The mysteries of nature and local beliefs are intertwined through art during "The Omnipresent Spirits", which is running at Richard Koh Fine Art until Oct 5.
								This is a solo exhibition by contemporary artist Padungsub Prachanan whose evocative paintings offer a profound exploration of the spiritual and the unseen in the rural landscape.

The artist took inspiration from the enigmatic quality of landscape painting and the concept of khwan, a traditional belief representing a state of psychological security.

He explores the enigmatic atmospheres of landscape painting as a bridge between the physical world and abstract states intertwined with personal experience.

For this show, his paintings are deeply influenced by memories and the rural landscapes of Thailand, where the spirit of khwan seems to, as he described, "scatter and float through forests, trees, and objects".

His work reveals a world where imagination merges with nature, creating an ambiguous and evocative atmosphere that invites viewers to explore the spaces between the seen and the unseen.

By combining elements of personal experience with the mysticism of local beliefs, Padungsub's work opens a window into the deeper, hidden realms of nature and the human psyche. His paintings evoke curiosity and reflection, leaving viewers with a sense of wonder about the mysterious forces that shape our world.

Richard Koh Fine Art is on the 9th floor of Peterson Building, between Sukhumvit 26 and 28, and opens Tuesday to Saturday from 11am to 7pm.

Visit rkfineart.com.
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									A meeting of traditions at Atta Gallery

									
								

								Atta Gallery invites us to explore and interpret works on show during "Lost In Translation", which is running until Oct 20.
								As there is no single definitive explanation to questions of whether a piece qualifies as art or craft, the exhibition encourages an exploration of the diverse interpretations of "crafty artworks".

This perspective invites appreciation for the subtle blend of skill, creativity and tradition that characterises these pieces, transcending conventional categorisations and promoting a broader comprehension of artistic expression.

The exhibition considers such concepts through the works of 18 artists from the Indian Ocean region, ranging from emerging to internationally established artists.

The region's rich history of cultural exchanges as a hub for trade routes has led to a distinctive blend of traditions from Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, Southeast Asia and Oceania -- which is reflected in this show. The artworks here explicate the cultural identity and narratives of the region.

[image: A piece by Sharareh Aghaei. ATTA Gallery]
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As the first collateral exhibition of Indian Ocean Craft Triennial (IOTA24), which is running in Perth, Australia, this Bangkok show highlights the thriving of contemporary art with craftsmanship, cultivating a deeper understanding of cultural narratives and the integrating cross-cultural translation.

Atta Gallery is located at Warehouse 30, Charoen Krung 30, and opens Wednesday to Sunday from 1pm to 6.30pm.

Visit attagallery.com.
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									Uttaradit in spotlight at CU Centenary Park

									
								

								To satisfy wanderlust without having to leave the capital, people will get an opportunity to experience sustainable living and the beautiful culture of the northern town of Uttaradit at "Along Uttaradit Festival", which takes place in Bangkok's CU Centenary Park from tomorrow until Sunday.

 
								To celebrate authentic cuisine of the lower North, urban foodies are invited to a khantok dinner that includes some local specialities like mi phan lablae (Uttaradit-style spring rolls filled with thin rice noodle salad), sai krok phi chai (Uttaradit-style sausage stuffed with sticky rice and roasted peanut), and khao phan phak (Uttaradit-style crepe made from rice flour and filled with vegetables and glass noodles).

A creative art show will also be on display at the Art-taradit Creative Space, and a number of well-known travel influencers will serve as special tour guides to help visitors discover lesser-known tourist destinations in Uttaradit. Additionally, you can take part in a painting workshop to make clay plates and postcards.

A craft market with 15 stores will provide a wide selection of creative handicrafts, keepsakes and other regional fare. The festival is open from 3pm to 9pm. Admission is free.

Visit chula.ac.th.
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Chiang Mai attractions get illuminated

As part of the Hop Chiang Mai 2024 festival, a number of historical buildings and tourist attractions in the northern city have been lit with a variety of cutting-edge multimedia installations and musical performances until Sept 29.

Three iconic locations have colourful lighting displays -- the Iron Bridge, which is transformed into a musical bridge; the Lanna Folklife Museum, which uses colourful projection mapping to depict local ways of life; and Tha Phae Gate, which also has lighting installations. The Three Kings Monument, Tha Phae Gate and Maya will all function as significant concert venues also.

Visit facebook.com/hopchiangmai.

[image: 1909TravelNews4]

Green Hotel project boosts net zero tourism

The Tourism Authority of Thailand in collaboration with Krungthai Card has supported over 900 hotels and resorts which meet the Green Hotel project standards to boost tourist spending during the green season and raise awareness of the government's Sustainable Tourism Goals among tourism operators.

The initiative also encourages participation in the CF-Hotels platform to track greenhouse gas emissions, with the ultimate goal of achieving Net Zero Tourism, in line with the growing global demand for environmentally conscious travel.

KTC credit cardmembers can receive up to 55% discount on room rates, food and beverages at participating hotels and resorts, and redeem points for up to 13% cashback until May 31, 2025. Additionally, for every 1,000 baht spent at participating hotels, members have a chance to win one of 10 room vouchers worth over 128,000 baht (up to 10 entries per person per day). A one-time registration is required, and it's valid until Dec 31.

Call 02-123-5000 or visit ktc.co.th.

[image: Moxy Bangkok Ratchaprasong.]
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Moxy Bangkok offers special deal

Moxy Bangkok Ratchaprasong is now offering Stay For Breakfast & More until Oct 31. Whether guests are visiting for business or pleasure, visitors can enjoy a wonderful daily breakfast buffet, a complimentary welcome Moxy drink upon arrival, free Wi-Fi and 24-hour room usage for 3,890 baht ++. Marriott Bonvoy members will receive points for each stay, which will further improve their experience.

Visit marriott.com.
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									The best of Koh Samui

									Take in the island's rich history and culinary delights while relaxing at the newly opened Centara Life Lamai Resort
								

								In the late morning on Koh Samui, it began to sprinkle and strong gusts were driving away the nimbus clouds as we reached Bang Makham beach for breakfast. For a mere 59 baht per person, the Po Lay beachfront eatery offers a full buffet line-up with tempting options of authentic southern-style fare such as yellow fish curry (nam ya pla), thick fish curry (gaeng tai pla) and peanut sauce (nam prik), which can be paired with a range of fresh or pickled vegetables.
								Here, customers tend to enjoy stunning views of the sea and an immaculate beach from an alfresco dining area sheltered by tall native plants. However, it felt like we were being hit by a hurricane when dining outside at that time as the wind was rippling our hair in all directions and taking most of the fresh vegetables off our plates.

Interestingly, one of the delights of travelling during the rainy season is that the Sun always comes out once the rain stops. Before soaking in the turquoise waves or getting some vitamin D on the beach, my travel companions and I visited Guan Yu Koh Samui Shrine to learn more about the island's history.

[image: Bang Makham beach.]
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Back in 1857, Chinese migrants from Hainan landed on Koh Samui and constructed a shrine to house a revered carved wood statue of Guan Yu that they had brought from their homeland. They placed it in front of a former military camp, which had been established when the Ayutthaya kingdom expanded its dominance over many cities in the South.

It was relocated to its current site in the Hua Thanon Market area in 1935, and was restored in 2008. In 2012, the Guan Yu Koh Samui Association and local devotees poured around 20 million baht into the construction of Thailand's largest Guan Yu monument, making it a new landmark on the island.

Based on traditional Chinese architectural styles, the compound is designed to resemble an ancient Chinese village filled with shophouses, a vintage hotel and a community museum featuring antiques that reflect the cultures of Hainan and Samui.

Stepping further, worshippers can offer prayers for prosperity, good health and guidance to the exquisitely carved wood statues of Guan Yu and Chao Mae Thabthim, which are arranged side by side.

[image: Guan Yu Koh Samui Shrine.]
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In order to further establish itself as "Samui Chinatown", future plans call for the construction of a library, a Mandarin language school and a Collecting Hall of Ancestors that will showcase a clan tree and pictures of relatives so that younger generations can trace their lineage.

Just a six-minute drive from the sanctuary, we decided to check in at Centara Life Lamai Resort Samui to get ourselves ready for some activities on the beach. Standing in a vibrant residential and entertainment neighbourhood of Lamai Beach, this one-time serviced apartment has been renovated into a chic middle upscale hotel, providing guests with fresh holiday experiences.

Opening in the middle of last month, it offers 61 spacious rooms in four types -- Deluxe, Deluxe Balcony, Premier Loft and Family Suite, with sizes varying from 35m2 to 53m2, allowing guests to enjoy exceptional comfort and first-rate hospitality services at affordable prices.

With modern loft-style designs, this brand-new property uses wood accents, earth-tone shades and a collection of vintage collectables from the owner's hidden chamber to evoke the laid-back tropical vibe of Koh Samui. Encircled by tropical greenery, the outdoor swimming pool with a waterslide is designed to resemble a waterfall in a rainforest where visitors can relax on a deck and challenge themselves to a minute of ice bathing to win a free drink.

The most preferred option seems to be the Family Suite, which has a comfortable bunk bed and a dining table in a living space, a king-size bed, a pantry corner and a bathtub. Here, all guests can take advantage of complimentary 24-hour check-in and check-out, a flexible breakfast until 4pm, and 24-hour access to a fitness centre.

From 3pm to 5pm, the hotel also offers complimentary daily snacks such as kalamae (a sticky candy made from rice flour, palm sugar and coconut milk), kluai break taek (crispy baked banana) and roasted cashew nuts from local shops. In addition, a free noodle station with a selection of toppings is available from 8pm to 10pm.

[image: Centara Life Lamai Resort Samui.]
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We rested for a bit before walking to Lamai Beach, which is just 400m from our hotel. There, we spent several hours swimming in crystal-clear waters and lounging on the white sands while other tourists showed off their skills on jet skis and paddle boards.

In the evening, we went back to the hotel and the Deja Brew Lifestyle Cafe had prepared a delicious chef's table dinner in collaboration with Ban Suan Lung Khai restaurant, which is included in the Bib Gourmand list of the Michelin Guide Thailand 2024.

The meal started with yam yai (mixed salad of cabbages, Chaiya salted eggs, chicken and grape served on crispy fried wonton), steamed blue crab served with spicy seafood sauce, grilled prawn, and Surat Thani oyster served with chilli paste, fried garlic and Sri Racha sauce.

Then steamed coconut rice was served with main courses such as gaeng som (local fish cooked in yellow curry), fried spotted mackerel with fish sauce, stir-fried Malindjo leaves with egg and refreshing clear coconut soup with clams.

Based on the original recipes, Uncle Khai and his wife use fresh ingredients sourced from local fishermen. They make no compromises when it comes to adjusting the degree of spice in order to preserve the authentic flavours. This implies that those who can't handle spice are expected to notify them ahead of time so that they can make something else.

For two nights, I stayed in a 42 m2 Premier Loft room with wooden details that created a refined yet intimate ambience. It offers a large balcony with sliding doors for privacy, a comfy daybed, and a workstation with reliable Wi-Fi, plugs and USB hubs. Lying on a king-size bed, you can relax and enjoy entertainment by connecting your phone to a large smart TV. The bathroom has enough space for a separate shower and a roomy walk-in closet.

[image: Baan Boran At Samui boasts beautiful Thai-Chinese architecture.]
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The next morning, we made our way to Baan Boran At Samui Island, which is recognised for its classic Thai-Chinese architecture. In 2019, Phinit and Arphana Phenchan from the fourth generation of the family came up with the idea to convert their house into a community museum that showcases Chinese and island culture.

"In the past, sea merchants would make stops on Koh Samui on route from Siam to the Melayu kingdom. During the reign of King Rama III, our forefathers came from Hainan and erected this house here. They exchanged commodities between China and Thailand before they started growing rice and coconut palms. Our family later decided to open a resort," Phinit said.

Set in a shady garden, this 187-year-old wood house demonstrates local artisans' expertise in utilising robust and flexible coral stones to make pillar bases that are resistant to termites. Its roof is covered with unique kite-like tiles made of coral stone, burned and powdered shell, and sand.

According to Chinese beliefs, the wooded grilles and walls are trimmed with a collection of exquisitely carved figures and murals designed to resemble auspicious animals, fruits and flowers like pineapple, star apple, lychee, lion, eagle, deer, carp, cranes and peony to bestow good fortune, wealth, protection, good health, longevity and eternal love upon a family.

Inside, this ancient three-storey house is decorated with a wide selection of wooden furniture, ceramicware, enamelled kitchenware, an antique flour millstone and wickerwork to illustrate daily life in yesteryear.

The ground floor features bedrooms, a living space and kitchen room, while the 2nd floor functions as a refuge connected by removable ladders. After exploring the house, visitors can take a break with fresh coconut juice and some local desserts as Phinit shows how to peel coconut shells and utilise traditional coconut graters.

Not far from Nathon beach, our sightseeing tour came to a conclusion at the Coconut Museum, run by Nuttapul Soralamb whose family owns the largest coconut plantation on Koh Samui.

"There were no coconut trees on Koh Samui prior to villagers collecting them from the sea. They learned how to choose and grow coconut trees that can withstand the soil and climate. This island's coconuts have a substantial quantity of lauric acid, which can boost immunity and lessen allergies," Nuttapul said.

[image: Ban Suan Lung Khai serves a delectable chef's table dinner.]
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In an effort to support fellow farmers, the Soralamb family has managed to preserve the custom of monkeys gathering coconuts and have become known as pioneers in the manufacturing of coconut oils on Koh Samui.

In recent years, people have become more concerned about their health so Nuttapul supplies virgin coconut oils to cosmetic companies in South Korea and America while developing skincare products based on coconut under the Spaco label.

Following a brief introduction to the world of coconuts, visitors can participate in creative workshops to learn how to produce their own personal coconut oil or how to make kanom kho (rice flour balls filled with sliced coconut palm sugar and served with coconut milk).

Travel info

To celebrate its opening, Centara Life Lamai Resort Samui offers a special promotion this month for stays until Dec 20. It includes the flexibility of daily breakfast for two persons until 4pm, 250 baht credit on daily food and drinks, complimentary 24-hour check-in and check-out, and an additional 15% discount for CentaraThe1 members. Visit centarahotelsresorts.com/centra/csa-opening-offer.

Baan Boran At Samui is at 7, Koh Sami, Surat Thani. Admission is 150 baht. Call 092-953-8919 or visit facebook.com/baanboranatsamui (in Thai).

The Coconut Museum is at 56/5, Koh Samui, Surat Thani. Call 083-496-5656 or visit facebook.com/SpacoVirginCoconutOil.

[image: The Coconut Museum.]
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: Sept 18-24

									6 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix, HBO Go and Prime Video
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								
APPLE TV+

[image: ]

La Maison 

Premieres on Sept 20

High fashion meets high stakes in this realistic behind-the-scenes look at how an iconic fashion house is thrown into scandal and reinvention by a viral video featuring star designer Vincent Ledu, leaving his family's iconic and legendary haute couture house, LEDU, hanging by a thread. 



NETFLIX

[image: ]

What's Next? The Future With Bill Gates 

Premieres on Sept 18 

In this insightful docuseries, renowned tech visionary and philanthropist Bill Gates explores the critical challenges and innovative solutions that will shape our world in the coming years. 

[image: ]

The Queen Of Villains 

Premieres on Sept 19

Set in the wild '80s, a kind-hearted girl transforms into a bloodthirsty pro wrestler who thrives in chaotic brawls, turning an entire nation against her. 

[image: ]

His Three Daughters 

Premieres on Sept 20 

Three estranged sisters reunite in their ailing father's New York City apartment during his final days. Natasha Lyonne, Elizabeth Olsen and Carrie Coon star in this affecting drama from writer-director Azazel Jacobs. 



HBO/HBO GO
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The Penguin

Premieres on Sept 20

The DC Studios series continues filmmaker Matt Reeves' "The Batman" epic crime saga.



PRIME VIDEO
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The Ministry Of Ungentlemanly Warfare 

Premieres on Sept 19

The British military recruits a small group of highly skilled soldiers to strike against German forces behind enemy lines during World War II.
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									Step into renowned artist Gongkan's surreal world

									
								

								Celebrated Thai artist Gongkan is back to take viewers on an immersive journey into a surreal world during "No Heart Here", which is running at Moca Bangkok, until Oct 27.
								Held in collaboration with Tang Contemporary Art, this is the first full-scale solo exhibition in Thailand in three years by Gongkan who evokes deep reflections on the complexities of life through the lens of surrealist art.

Reputed for modern surrealism in his "Teleport Art" series, the artist has captivated art enthusiasts worldwide with his distinctive ability to seamlessly blend reality and fantasy.

Drawing on his experiences in both New York and Bangkok, his art transcends time and space, delving into the relationship between the external world and inner consciousness.

For this show, he delves into balance between body and mind, unveiling hidden dialogues that are often left unspoken. Inspired by surrealist icon Rene Magritte, his works juxtapose familiar landscapes -- vast fields, shifting skies and weather patterns -- layered with surreal elements that challenge viewers' perception.

The exhibition is divided into distinct zones, allowing viewers to explore emotional depths and engage with the art on a more personal level.

[image: MOCA Bangkok]
MOCA Bangkok



In the "Painting Room", witness Gongkan's signature style that blends Magritte's surrealist techniques of pairing unrelated objects with his own personal narrative. Influenced by the 1990s era of television cartoons, his narrative-driven artworks are both visually appealing and emotionally compelling.

Representing a labyrinth of memories, the "Maze Of Dreams" illustrates how memories can simultaneously shape and confine us. Viewers are encouraged to explore the maze and seek liberation from the constraints of their own pasts, highlight themes of personal growth and self-discovery.

The installation in "After The Rain" radiates hope and optimism, inviting viewers to feel the power of hope and the belief in miracles, with the understanding that no matter how challenging life becomes, there will always be brighter days ahead.

In the "Let It Go" zone, the artist invites viewers to release what holds them down. The installation speaks to the idea of emotional liberation, encouraging reflection on how we can unburden ourselves and embrace change.

Moca Bangkok is on Kamphaeng Phet 6 Road and opens Tuesday to Sunday from 10am to 6pm. Entry fee is 180 baht (100 baht for students and free for children).

Visit facebook.com/mocabangkok.

[image: MOCA Bangkok]
MOCA Bangkok


							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/2867658/step-into-renowned-artist-gongkans-surreal-world



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									A brush with divinity

									Chinese artist Wang Changli presents Guanyin paintings at Manasikarn Hall in Saraburi
								

								Nestled in a lush green valley with Phra Putthabat Noi Mountain as the backdrop, Manasikarn Hall was voted as a Top Unseen Attraction in Saraburi by the Tourism Authority of Thailand last year.
								Hailed as the country's first and only spiritual attraction of its kind, the gallery is reputed for its multimedia presentation that narrates the life of Lord Buddha and provides knowledge on his teachings in a concise way.
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From now until Oct 14, the gallery is hosting a showcase of six monumental paintings of Bodhisattva Avalokiteshvara, also known as Guanyin, from China. They were created by Wang Changli, a distinguished Chinese artist renowned for his mastery of Buddhist art.

Titled "The Profound Beauty Art Exhibition", this is an opportunity to appreciate exquisite fine art rendered through exceptional techniques and mediums by master Changli whose works are recognised for their sacredness and blend of ancient and modern styles.

His paintings are collected by museums globally, including the Palace Museum inside the Forbidden City in Beijing. His masterpieces are often chosen as national gifts for heads of state. Previously, he had successful exhibitions in major cities in Europe -- Rome, Florence, London, Paris -- as well as Sydney.

[image: Dewang Guanyin.]
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"I've chosen to bring my works to show here because I feel impressed with the serene beauty of this place," said Changli, referring to Manasikarn Hall in Kaeng Khoi district of Saraburi province, where he visited several times earlier.

As a Buddhist artist who meditates regularly and is interested in dhamma practice, he came here to practise with meditation master Acharavadee Wongsakon. She is the founder of Manasikarn Hall and also president of the Knowing Buddha Organisation, widely known for its role in promoting respect for the images and teachings of Buddha.

To express his appreciation for her dedication to the religion, Changli presented her with a stunning painting of Guanyin Bodhisattva, called Zhongbao, which stands almost 3m tall and is worth 166 million baht.

In honour of Changli, Acharavadee initiated this exhibition, allowing both worshippers and art lovers to witness this work and five other masterpieces.

Revered for her immense compassion and dedication to alleviate the suffering of all beings, Guanyin Bodhisattva is a deeply respected deity in Mahayana Buddhism, especially among the Chinese.

[image: Wang Changli and his painting Yangliu Guanyin.]
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With his deep faith in Guanyin, the 50-year-old artist, who started to work with a paint brush when he was only five and studied with many of China's prominent art masters, has devoted his artistic life painting the goddess.

Besides portraying important figures in Chinese history and legends, and crafting large-scale paintings of Lord Buddha for leading temples in China, Changli is determined to create 33 depictions of Guanyin Bodhisattva in various forms and with different representations in gigantic sizes.

"I've mostly painted the Bodhisattva because I'd like people to pay respect to her and receive her blessings," said Changli.

Over the past 10 years, he has finished 11 depictions and six of them are now exhibited at Manasikarn Hall -- Lianwo Guanyin, Yangliu Guanyin, Yuanguang Guanyin, Dewang Guanyin, Chilian Guanyin, as well as Zhongbao Guanyin which will be permanently displayed at the hall.

Each portrayal represents a unique characteristic of the Bodhisattva, but all of them look both gorgeous and sacred in a tender way.

[image: Printings and souvenirs.]
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"The hardest part of my job is to present a beautiful face that also radiates a sense of compassion," said Changli. "Creating Chilian Guanyin was rather difficult for me and this piece took me half-a-year to finish," he added, referring to the 4m-tall image of a standing Guanyin elegantly dressed in a light orange robe with her right hand holding a lotus.

All of his paintings are filled with intricate details. The lively and active lines rendered on each part of the large pictures offer a sense of movement, rhythm, and changes in weight and pace as this style is said to have reached the highest level of Chinese line painting. That's probably why many Chinese artists have described Changli as "an ingenious deity of brush".

Some people might wonder where Changli gets the reference to guide his beautiful works while others instead give credit to his vibrant imagination. In fact, neither are part of his working process.

Unlike most artists who usually start from an image, master Changli only uses his spirituality and memory. He revealed that before he starts off each work, he would light incense sticks to spiritually connect him with the goddess and then sit in meditation for long hours.

[image: A visitor pays respect to the Chilian Guanyin painting.]
A visitor pays respect to the Chilian Guanyin painting.



"I would clear out all my thoughts, stay calm and only focus on the picture of the goddess that appeared in front of me during my meditation," he said. "The picture was very vivid and I was able to see every detail in it."

However, what makes his works even more precious is his choice of tools and materials. He chose to use the Xuan brush, one of the most famous ink brushes for Chinese painting, on Xuan paper.

This is a high-grade art paper made from sandalwood bark composition that involves 108 production steps, making the paper resistant to damage and perfect for brushstroke precision. At least 80 skilled artisans are recruited to craft a large canvas for Changli. It is said to last 1,000 years.

Moreover, the colours used in his works are made from natural plants, minerals and even gemstones, which have to be ground into powder. Such pigments are said to last up to 1,000 years also.

Currently, the other five original Guanyin paintings and some copies of the six original works exhibited at Manasikarn Hall are now enshrined at many Buddhist temples in China. The artist said that he had to reproduce some works at the request of temples that wanted to have his paintings there.

Today, master Changli has a long list of invitations to exhibit outside China. After the Saraburi show, he will bring his works to Japan and then Hong Kong. Early next year will see his paintings flown to England and Italy.

However, he still has plans to continue. "I'm planning to finish all remaining 22 depictions of the Bodhisattva within the next 15 years," he said.

This might sound an arduous and long-lasting mission but Changli wants to spread positive spiritual energy to people and worshippers elsewhere through his paintings, so we hope to see more of his great works here in the future.

"The Profound Beauty Art Exhibition" is running at Manasikarn Hall, Kaeng Khoi, in Saraburi province, until Oct 14. Entry fee is 250 baht (half price for children and seniors and 500 baht for foreign visitors). Visit megatix.in.th or call 095-760-0885.
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									Discover innovative Thai products

									
								

								A curated selection of unique Thai products developed through an incubation programme takes centre stage during "Take Me Home", which is running at Gourmet Market at Siam Paragon, until Sept 27.
								Organised by the Department of International Trade Promotion, Ministry of Commerce, this in-store promotion invites shoppers to discover a collection of innovative Thai brands from the Idea Lab incubation programme (editions 1 to 7).

The programme aims to empower Thai entrepreneurs to enhance the value of their products and services. They are equipped with knowledge in branding, design, innovation and creativity to be able to compete sustainably in the global market.

The campaign showcases a diverse range of products covering food, health and beauty products and lifestyle products, all suitable as gifts or for household use.

They include ground coffee by Trulyhill, a coffee brand from Omkoi of Chiang Mai, that creates jobs for people in the highlands; lead-free and chemical-free preserved eggs by Golden Preserved Eggs; and plant-based seafood and shrimp crackers by Mantra that are suitable for people with seafood allergies.

Other highlights include gluten-free black rice granola by Bioblack, charcoal-roasted crispy pork floss by Pick Me Please, products made from Thai loincloth by Pahkahmah Thailand, natural fruit and vegetable wash powder by Be Klear, and tableware that fuses unique design with craftsmanship by The Keyhole Bangkok.

Visit bit.ly/3ZujkdY.
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