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Second Wave of Blasts Hits Lebanon as Hand-Held Radios Explode



At least 20 people were killed and more than 450 others wounded, Lebanese officials said, a day after pagers exploded across the country and killed 12 people, in an attack widely attributed to Israel.




Ambulances arriving after a device reportedly exploded during the funeral in Beirut's southern suburbs on Wednesday for people killed when hundreds of pagers exploded across Lebanon a day earlier.




By Euan Ward, Aaron Boxerman, Hwaida Saad and Michael Levenson


Sep 18, 2024


A second wave of deadly blasts rocked Lebanon on Wednesday, as hand-held radios that had been covertly turned into explosive devices and carried by Hezbollah members blew up across the country, killing at least 20 people, wounding more than 450 others and shocking the nation.



It was the second coordinated attack against Hezbollah, the Lebanese armed group backed by Iran, and the explosions came as the country was burying its dead from the day before, when pagers exploded, killing at least 12 people and injuring 2,700 more, officials said.



Hezbollah blamed Israel for the pager attack, and American and other officials said Israel had hidden tiny explosives in a shipment of Taiwanese-made pagers imported into Lebanon.



The Israeli military neither claimed nor denied responsibility for the pager explosions, and it did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the latest attack. But Israeli officials issued statements on Wednesday signaling their intent to take more aggressive action to push Hezbollah forces away from Israel's northern border.



Hezbollah has been exchanging cross-border strikes with Israel for 11 months, even as Israel battles Hezbollah's ally, Hamas, in the Gaza Strip. Hezbollah began firing missiles and drones at Israel in the wake of the Hamas-led attacks on Oct. 7, prompting Israel to strike across Lebanon. For months, both sides have avoided all-out war.



But Israel's defense minister, Yoav Gallant, said that Israel was "at the outset of a new period in this war, and we must adapt."



"The center of gravity is moving north, which means we are diverting forces, resources and energy toward the north," Mr. Gallant said in a statement on Wednesday that did not explicitly refer to the explosions in Lebanon.



The pagers blew up in people's hands and pockets on Tuesday. Two Lebanese security officials and a Hezbollah official said some of devices that exploded on Wednesday were hand-held radios belonging to Hezbollah members.




Lebanese soldiers on Wednesday outside a damaged mobile shop in Sidon, Lebanon, after a walkie-talkie exploded inside.




The two-way radios that exploded were larger and heavier than the pagers and, in some cases, set off larger fires, according to 
a New York Times analysis
 of the available visual evidence.



The Times reviewed three photos and one video to identify the communication devices involved in Wednesday's attacks as the IC-V82, a two-way radio bearing the brand of the Japanese company ICOM. It is unclear where Hezbollah purchased the radios.



The Lebanese Telecommunications Ministry also said ICOM walkie-talkies had exploded and condemned what it called "the criminal act committed today by Israel." The ministry said it had not licensed the devices.



One of the explosions happened at an outdoor funeral in Beirut's southern suburbs, where thousands had gathered to mourn two Hezbollah fighters, a paramedic and a 12-year-old boy killed in the pager blasts. It sent people running for cover and scrambling to turn off their phones and other devices.



The Lebanese Red Cross said that 30 ambulance teams were responding to "multiple explosions" in different areas of the country, including in the south and east.



"I saw stuff today that you can only see in movies," said Hussein Awada, 54, recounting how he watched as a man attempting to clear the road for ambulances in Beirut was gravely injured when his hand-held radio exploded.



"It took seconds -- the thing just blew up in his hands," Mr. Awada said. "Maybe tomorrow lighters will explode, too. If you want to light a cigarette, it will just explode in your hand."



Fires engulfed at least 60 homes and shops, and dozens of cars and motorcycles, including in the Bekaa Valley and the southern suburbs of Beirut, said the Lebanese Civil Defense, an emergency rescue organization. Both areas are known as Hezbollah strongholds. Ambulances clogged the roads, and some hospitals in southern Lebanon were swamped with dozens of wounded patients, according to Lebanon's state-run news agency.



"There are buildings burning right now in front of me," Mortada Smaoui, 30, a resident of Beirut's southern suburbs, said after a series of simultaneous explosions hit his neighborhood on Wednesday. He said that firefighters and soldiers were rushing to the scene.



Hezbollah said that eight of its members were killed by the exploding pagers on Tuesday. Lebanese officials said two other people and two children were also killed, including a 9-year-old 
girl
, Fatima Abdullah, from central Lebanon.




Relatives and friends gather at the funeral of 9-year-old Fatima Abdullah, who was killed in Tuesday's explosions.




She had just come home from school when a pager on the kitchen table began to beep, her aunt said. She had picked up the device to take it to her father when it exploded, mangling her face and leaving the room covered in blood, her aunt said.



At her funeral on Wednesday in the village of Saraain, mourners chanted: "The enemy killed us using this small device. They killed our child Fatima."



The Taiwanese company some officials has named as the supplier of the pagers, Gold Apollo, on Wednesday 
sought to distance itself from the devices
, saying that another manufacturer with a Hungarian address had made the model of pager as part of a licensing deal.



The pager explosions fanned fears of a wider Middle East war. "Israel is pushing the entire region toward the abyss of regional war," Ayman Safadi, the Jordanian foreign minister, told reporters. "Such a war would have drastic ramifications not only for the region, but for the world."



The U.S. secretary of state, Antony J. Blinken, said the United States did not know about the pager attack in advance and was not involved.



"We are still gathering the information and gathering the facts," he said at a news conference in Cairo, Egypt's capital, with his Egyptian counterpart, Badr Abdelatty. Mr. Blinken said the United States had been "very clear about the importance of all parties avoiding any steps that could further escalate the conflict that we're trying to resolve in Gaza."



The United Nations Security Council planned to convene an emergency meeting on Friday to discuss the wave of attacks in Lebanon, according to Slovenia, which holds the Council's rotating presidency this month. Algeria, the only Arab country on the Council, had requested the meeting.



Hezbollah has said it will not stop fighting until Israel ends its campaign against Hamas, an Iran-backed ally, in Gaza. More than 160,000 people in Lebanon and Israel have been displaced by the cross-border strikes between Israeli troops and Hezbollah forces.



Israeli leaders have faced growing frustration from the tens of thousands of displaced Israelis unable to return home. In a short video statement on Wednesday, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said, "I already said that we would return the residents of the north securely to their homes, and that is exactly what we will do."



Reporting was contributed by 
Anushka Patil
, 
Ronen Bergman
, 
Sheera Frenkel
, 
Farnaz Fassihi
, 
Christiaan Triebert
 and 
Aric Toler
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/world/middleeast/lebanon-explosions-radios.html
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Waves of Small Explosions Cause Chaos Inside Hezbollah



Two series of coordinated attacks targeting the group's wireless devices caused thousands of injuries, piercing the group's rank and file and raising questions about how it will respond.




Outside the American University of Beirut Hospital on Tuesday, where many people injured in Tuesday's attack were taken.




By Ben Hubbard


Sep 18, 2024


First, hundreds of pagers blew up, killing and injuring members of Lebanon's most effective military organization and filling the country's hospitals with wounded patients.



Next, during mass funerals on Wednesday for people killed in the previous day's blasts, more wireless devices exploded, adding to the human toll and spreading terror that any portable gadget in people's hands or pockets could suddenly become a weapon.



Lebanese and American officials said Israel had remotely detonated devices carried by Hezbollah members. The attacks marked one of the largest security failures in Hezbollah's history and sowed chaos inside one of the Middle East's most sophisticated anti-Israel forces.



"This operation is basically Hezbollah's Oct. 7," said Mohanad Hage Ali, a senior fellow at the Carnegie Middle East Center in Beirut, comparing the group's security failures to those that allowed its ally, Hamas, to strike Israel last year, starting the war in Gaza. "It is a huge slap."



The attacks, carried out in two waves of simultaneous explosions, blew off fingers, bloodied faces and damaged eyes. The target was clearly Hezbollah, although many of the victims were civilians, including a medic killed in the hospital where he worked and a girl who picked up her father's beeping pager to take it to him.



The Lebanese health authorities said that the first wave of explosions, on Tuesday, killed 12 people, including two children, and wounded more than 2,700. The second wave of blasts on Wednesday killed 20 and injured more than 450 others, the authorities said.



Israel has not confirmed or denied involvement in the attacks.



For Hezbollah, experts said, the blows were both physical and psychological.



"It is a serious attack," Mr. Hage Ali said, adding that during 11 months of aerial attacks across the Lebanon-Israel border, Hezbollah had lost many leaders and cadres, some in targeted assassinations.



"And now this blow cuts through the rank and file of the organization," he said. "It is a kind of sword stabbed deep into the organization's body, and it will take it time to heal from that."



Hezbollah has vowed to retaliate, but its members appeared to be in shock on Wednesday, especially after the second wave of explosions, which appeared to focus on hand-held radios. The group's leaders have given no indication of how this attack could change conflict with Israel. The group's leader, Hassan Nasrallah, is expected to speak on Thursday.



Hezbollah was formed in the 1980s, with Iranian help, to fight the Israeli occupation of southern Lebanon, which ended in 2000. In the years since, it has grown into Lebanon's most effective political party and fighting force, and expanded its operations into Syria, Iraq, Yemen and elsewhere in the Middle East.




Hezbollah fighters at the funeral of Fuad Shukr, a senior commander of the group, in the suburbs of Beirut in August.




In Lebanon, it has deep roots in parts of society, as well an extensive apparatus to support its mission that includes offices dedicated to social services, communications and internal security.



The group has not said how many of its members and fighters were affected, but the wounded in the first wave were overwhelmingly in areas where the group holds sway: the south, near the border with Israel; the Bekaa Valley in eastern Lebanon; and the capital Beirut and its southern suburbs, Lebanon's health minister, Firass Abiad, told reporters on Wednesday before the second wave of explosions.



Dr. Abiad said Tuesday's blasts had come with no warning and that thousands of patients had suddenly arrived in emergency rooms. Nearly 10 percent of the cases were critical, and many patients remain in intensive care. Medics performed 460 operations, mostly on hands, faces and eyes.



Not all of the wounded were men of fighting age, he said.



"We saw that there were children, there were elderly people," he said. "That shows that there were a lot of the pagers that were in houses. Maybe there was one whose children were playing with it."



Hezbollah did not announce that any senior figures were among the dead, who included the son of a Hezbollah lawmaker. The Iranian ambassador to Lebanon, a key liaison between Hezbollah and its key sponsor, was wounded. Blasts were reported in shops, open markets and buildings where Hezbollah functionaries work.



Hezbollah goes to great lengths to keep the identities of its fighters secret, so much so that they often become known to their neighbors only when their deaths are announced. A secondary effect of the attack could be to blow that cover, leaving operatives with visible wounds that indicate their links to the group.



Speaking on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to journalists, three Lebanese with knowledge of the matter said the pagers had arrived in Lebanon recently and were distributed because they were presumed to offer more secure communications than cellphones.



The group abandoned many devices after the first attack, likely disrupting its members' ability to communicate. The second took out the hand-held radios that some had resorted to as a backup.



The attacks likely incapacitates some members, but Hezbollah has a long history of adaptability. It lost many fighters in its last major war with Israel, in 2006, but emerged stronger in the following years, building a vast arsenal that is believed to include more than 100,000 rockets and sophisticated weapons like precision-guided missiles that can hit sensitive sites inside Israel.



There is nothing in Hezbollah's history or ideology that suggests that the attacks will cause it to seek an accommodation with Israel. But experts on the group said it is stuck between feeling the need to respond and 
wanting to avoid an all-out war with Israel
 that could be catastrophic for both sides.



Complicating its decision is that Hezbollah has linked its cross-border strikes on Israel to the war in Gaza, leading officials in Washington and elsewhere to hope that a cease-fire there between Israel and Hamas would bring quiet to the Lebanese border as well. The attacks could change that calculation.



"Hezbollah is in a trap of its own making," said Randa Slim, a senior fellow at the Middle East Institute in Washington. "Having tied their confrontation with Israel to the ongoing war on Gaza limits their options to de-escalate. This attack makes it even harder for them to do so."



Hezbollah could decide that the new attacks necessitate its own retaliation, regardless of what happens in Gaza. The group could choose to deploy new weapons to strike military bases or civilian infrastructure inside Israel or seek to surprise Israel by targeting its interests elsewhere in the world.



Inside Lebanon, Hezbollah relies on a deeply loyal community to support its operations and provide it with fighters. It remains unclear how the blasts will affect this community, Ms. Slim said.



"This will also add to fatigue and weariness already developing inside Hezbollah's constituency," she said. "On the other hand, it might increase demands inside the constituency for Hezbollah to strike back hard."



Hwaida Saad
 contributed reporting from Beirut.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/world/middleeast/hezbollah-israel-pager-lebanon.html
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The Fed Makes a Large Rate Cut and Forecasts More to Come



Fed officials kicked off rate cuts with a half-point reduction, confident that inflation is cooling and eager to keep the job market strong.



By Jeanna Smialek


Sep 18, 2024


The Federal Reserve cut interest rates on Wednesday by half a percentage point, an unusually large move and a clear signal that central bankers think they are winning their war against inflation and are turning their attention to protecting the job market.



"Our patient approach over the past year has paid dividends," Jerome H. Powell, the Fed chair, said during his news conference. But now "the upside risks to inflation have diminished, and the downside risks to unemployment have increased."



The Fed's decision lowers rates to about 4.9 percent, down from a more than two-decade high.



The pivot comes in response to months of fading inflation, and it is meant to prevent the economy from slowing so much that the job market begins to weaken more painfully. Officials have been keeping a careful eye on a recent uptick in the unemployment rate, and by starting off with a big cut, the Fed is in effect taking out insurance against a bigger employment slowdown.



Reinforcing that cautious message, the decisive reduction came alongside economic projections that suggested a more rapid pace of rate cuts than officials had envisioned just a few months ago. Officials now expect to make another half-point reduction before the end of the year.



"We're going to take it meeting by meeting," Mr. Powell said. "We made a good, strong start to this, and that is frankly a sign of our confidence, confidence that inflation is coming down."



While Mr. Powell said that the Fed was not yet ready to declare "mission accomplished" on taming inflation, he added that officials were "encouraged" by the progress that they had seen.



Wednesday's rate cut marks a preliminary victory. So far, Fed officials have managed to slow inflation notably without causing major economic problems. The unemployment rate has crept up, but it hasn't jumped painfully. Hiring persists, though it has slowed. Consumer spending remains strong. Overall growth is still robust.



The resilience has made Fed officials hopeful that they might be able to pull off a historically rare "soft landing," in which they manage to put the economy on a healthy and sustainable track without causing a recession.



"We're trying to achieve a situation where we restore price stability without the kind of painful increase in unemployment that has come sometimes," Mr. Powell said, after saying that he had "greater confidence" that the Fed could do it.



But the central bank's task is not yet complete.



High interest rates slow the economy by making it more expensive to borrow to buy a house or expand a business, which weighs on both demand and price increases. But they also hold back hiring. Given that, the Fed has been trying to strike a careful balance. Officials have aimed to slow growth enough to ensure that price increases return to normal without cooling it so much that the unemployment rate soars and the economy tips into a recession.



Policymakers must still decide how much and how quickly to lower interest rates in the coming months and years to achieve that goal. That's why Wednesday's economic projections are noteworthy: They provide a snapshot of what Fed officials expect to do next.



Fed officials predicted that they would cut interest rates to 4.4 percent by the end of the year -- much lower than the 5.1 percent they had been expecting in June, when they last released economic estimates. And by the end of 2025, they expect to lower borrowing costs another full percentage point, to 3.4 percent.



For the White House, the Fed's announcement Wednesday was encouraging. After years of rapid price increases, the move marked a powerful declaration that a return to normal inflation was in sight.



"While this announcement is welcome news for Americans who have borne the brunt of high prices, my focus is on the work ahead to keep bringing prices down," Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee, said in a statement.



By contrast, the Fed's decision to cut rates just weeks before the 2024 presidential election drew ire from former President Donald J. Trump, the Republican candidate.  



"To cut it by that much, assuming they're not just playing politics, the economy would be very bad, or they're playing politics," Mr. Trump said on Wednesday, speaking to reporters in a cryptocurrency-related bar in New York City. 



Fed officials make their decisions independently of politics, and policymakers have been adamant that they ignore the political calendar when making decisions. But even if they have little to no ability to control the Fed's actions, incumbents typically want to see low rates on their watch.



Besides sending a positive signal about the economy -- at least in this case -- lower Fed rates also help consumers. Mortgage rates have already been coming down in anticipation of the central bank's rate cuts, making buying a home a bit easier for the typical household. (They are 
unlikely to return
 to the rock-bottom levels that prevailed in 2020, because the Fed is not expecting to cut rates back to near zero.)



The Fed will have to proceed with caution in the months ahead.



Some economists have worried that the central bank 
is already at risk of falling behind
, because unemployment has risen to 4.2 percent, which is low by historical standards but up notably from 3.4 percent in early 2023.



Others have worried that by cutting interest rates rapidly, the Fed might speed the economy back up, causing inflation to get stuck at an uncomfortably high level. One Fed governor, Michelle W. Bowman, voted against Wednesday's rate cut. She would have preferred a smaller rate move.



Mr. Powell made it clear during his news conference that the Fed was willing to speed up or slow down its path of rate cuts going forward if the economy proves to be weaker or stronger than expected. Policymakers want to nail the landing, he suggested, and are increasingly hopeful that they can.



"The U.S. economy is in a good place, and our decision today is designed to keep it there," Mr. Powell said.



But while the Fed cut marked a big moment -- and a step along the way -- economists and analysts said that it was still too early to declare that the Fed had pulled off the soft landing.



"Saying that right now is like saying you've landed as you're still in the middle of a ski jump," said Gennadiy Goldberg, head of U.S. rates strategy at T.D. Securities. "We're still very much up in the air."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/business/economy/fed-reserve-interest-rate-cut.html
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Trump's Talk of Prosecution Rattles Election Officials



The former president has long claimed, despite evidence to the contrary, that elections are corrupt. What if he carries through with threats to prosecute the officials who run them?




Former President Donald J. Trump has said on social media that election officials believed to be "involved in unscrupulous behavior" will be investigated and prosecuted if he wins the White House in November. 




By Nick Corasaniti and Alexandra Berzon


Sep 18, 2024


Mr. Trump's escalating calls to investigate and prosecute election officials he sees as "corrupt" are sounding alarms among democracy experts and the local and state workers preparing to run elections and tally millions of votes across the country.



In 
recent social media posts
, Mr. Trump has said that election officials "involved in unscrupulous behavior will be sought out, caught, and prosecuted at levels, unfortunately, never seen before in our Country." The November election, he added, "will be under the closest professional scrutiny and, WHEN I WIN, those people that CHEATED will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the Law, which will include long term prison sentences so that this Depravity of Justice does not happen again."



On its face, the statements are promises to enforce the law. But coming from Mr. Trump, a politician who has repeatedly claimed to see corruption and fraud where there is no evidence of either and who as president 
pressured law enforcement officials
 to act on his complaints, the words raise the prospect that government officials could be investigated and prosecuted for conducting a fair election.



In his refusal to accept his defeat in 2020, Mr. Trump already has accused election officials of working against him, calling them out by name on social media and spreading falsehoods about their work.



Democracy experts said the talk of prosecution had troubling parallels. Such threats are far more likely in new nations, post-communist states or places that are "struggling in the shadows between democracy and authoritarianism," said Larry Diamond, who studies democracies around the world as a senior fellow with the Hoover Institution at Stanford University.



"You won't find instances in the contemporary world of a mature and stable and even faintly liberal democracy where a major presidential candidate is making these kinds of threats," he said. "It's just bizarre and unprecedented."



In the United States, candidates from both parties have long publicly treated election officials as impartial, largely saving disputes about how an election was run for lawsuits. Mr. Trump's steady complaints about his loss in 2020 have shredded that norm, opening up election officials to a flood of false allegations and threats of violence.



The threats carry extra weight as the country confronts scenes of political violence. On Sunday, there was 
a second assassination attempt
 on Mr. Trump, though he escaped unharmed. And on Monday, suspicious packages arrived the offices of at least 15 election officials
,
 prompting evacuations. (Investigations are ongoing.)



Jena Griswold, Colorado's secretary of state and a Democrat, said she had received more than 1,000 serious threats, including death threats, in the past year, part of an environment she attributes to comments from the former president. Since 2020, Mr. Trump has repeatedly claimed that his defeat was rigged by Democrats, although scores of courts, audits and investigations have proved him wrong.




Jena Griswold, Colorado's secretary of state, has received more than 1,000 serious threats in the past year.




Across the country, election officials have adapted to a hostile climate. Election offices have been outfitted with bulletproof glass and panic buttons, election officials say. Some officials have sought law enforcement protection for their homes around Election Day. They are training their staff on how to de-escalate tense situations and have shown videos about how election workers can address mental health concerns that stem from the pressures of their jobs.



But Mr. Trump's comments about post-election prosecution spoke to a threat that is more difficult to prepare for and, for some, harder to contemplate.



In interviews with more than two dozen election officials, some of whom gathered at a conference in Detroit last week, several said they were more focused on getting through the election than worrying about being prosecuted afterward. Many said they believed the courts would protect them as long as they followed the law.



"In one respect I think, 'Good luck,'" said Judd Choate, election director for the State of Colorado. "We live in the U.S., where you have to have a basis for incarcerating somebody. I don't see it going anywhere, but it's part of a larger strategy to create fear and reticence in election officials."



Sara Tindall Ghazal, an election official in Georgia, said Mr. Trump's post immediately reminded her of her time spent working as an election monitor in Liberia.



Ms. Tindall Ghazal, a Democrat, said she once received a warning in the days after an election there that the president's special guard was raiding a radio station near her office. She quickly drove to check on her colleagues, but the police pulled her over, she recalled.



"It was absolute sheer terror that I felt at the time, because I thought, 'I'm next, OK, this is it," she said. (It turned out that the police officer only wanted a bribe, she said.) "That whole scene, and that sort of visceral relief, replayed through my head when I read the headlines, and when I saw the post."



Trump's campaign stood by his statement, saying that "anyone who breaks the law should be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law, including criminals who engage in election fraud."



Election fraud is rare, but officials have been convicted of criminal misconduct. In recent years, the most high-profile prosecution involved 
Tina Peters
, a Colorado county clerk who became enamored of conspiracy theories promoted by Mr. Trump's allies and invited them to tamper with voting machines in an attempt to prove the theories. She was recently convicted of felonies and is awaiting sentencing.



Mr. Trump's party has followed his lead. Republican-led states have 
passed laws that add or increase criminal penalties
 for infractions such as accepting ballots early or late, accepting donations from outside sources for election tasks and registering people without asking for proper identification.



The 
Project 2025
 report, a conservative policy agenda crafted by Mr. Trump's allies and the Heritage Foundation, includes a proposal that directs the Department of Justice to be more aggressive in investigating and prosecuting election officials based on their interpretation of state election laws.



Shortly after Mr. Trump's remarks last week, a Republican state representative in Michigan, Matt Maddock, said in a post on X that the Michigan secretary of state, Jocelyn Benson, would be "prosecuted and convicted" if Mr. Trump won.




State representative Matt Maddock of Michigan, left, said Michigan's secretary of state would be "prosecuted and convicted" if Mr. Trump won this fall's election.




In an interview, Ms. Benson said that the comments were alarming in part because other Republicans in the State House did not condemn them, but also because she is growing increasingly worried about the threat of violence.



She already has faced repeated death threats and harassment. In 2020, armed protesters gathered at her home.



"The escalation of that rhetoric and the threat is worrisome, not just because of its vitriol but also because of the possibility, the increased possibility, that someone in a state could take it upon themselves to exact the type of vengeance that he's expressing in a vigilant type of way that could lead to someone getting harmed or worse," she said in an interview last week.



Mr. Trump's comments were a topic of conversation at the hotel in Detroit last week where hundreds of election officials from around the country, representing both major parties, gathered for the annual conference of their main professional association. There, the mundane work of these government workers contrasted sharply with the picture of partisan lawlessness often painted by Mr. Trump and his allies.



Officials attended sessions and luncheons about the intricacies of running complex elections. Awards were given for offices that had figured out ways to eliminate lines or schedule poll-worker shifts.



Dozens of graduates of a certification program stood and recited an oath to honor the principles of their profession, such as upholding the constitution and all laws, maintaining the "highest level of integrity" and protecting public office from partisan gain.



Mr. Choate, the director from Colorado, said he worried that too many Americans did not see this part of his work. Just before the conference, he had to report a threat to the F.B.I. after a voter he had been emailing with for years suddenly suggested that he be executed for treason.



"They are treating or talking about us like we're not real people with kids and dogs and homes," Mr. Choate said. "It's easy to pick on us when you don't think of us as human."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/us/politics/donald-trump-2024-election-officials.html
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The snow-blanketed peaks, fishing holes and cool alpine air of the San Bernardino Mountains have beckoned Southern Californians for generations. As far back as the 1880s, travelers braved a 6,000-foot climb in horse-drawn carriages to reach the pine forests that now surround the resort towns of Lake Arrowhead and Big Bear.



High in "the Alps of Southern California," about 60 miles east of Los Angeles, vacationers would bathe in hot springs, hunt deer, hike to waterfalls and, primarily, escape the troubles of city life. In 1909, The San Bernardino County Sun observed that in the mountains, where the sky is a clear azure and songbirds never quiet, "all is peace and beauty."



Not so in the 2020s.



The San Bernardino Mountains still draw millions of tourists annually, but the 50,000 full-time residents are increasingly besieged by crises.



This week, locals are returning home after a fast-moving wildfire forced widespread evacuations and scorched 61 square miles of the landscape. Some fleeing residents took refuge in the same hotels where they had stayed last year, when a deadly snowstorm 
collapsed roofs
, blocked exit routes and cut off power for days.



The risk of ever more severe wildfires and blizzards, driven by the effects of climate change, have placed the San Bernardino Mountains at the center of 
California's insurance crisis
. Underwriters have in recent years abandoned the market, deciding that the disaster risks are simply too great to bear. The region has the highest percentage of homeowners whose only option is the state's costly insurance plan of last resort, exacerbating what locals say is an affordable housing shortage.




A mural showing the mining history of the Big Bear Valley outside Lippy's Market in Big Bear, Calif.





A controlled burn in San Bernardino National Forest during the Line fire, which burned more than 21,000 acres in San Bernardino County.




Brian Gomez, 49, worries that the high insurance costs are to blame for the growing number of "For Sale" signs he has noticed in his small community, Running Springs. But Mr. Gomez, who moved there with his wife three years ago from "the flatlands" in San Bernardino County, said little could make him leave, not even the flames that come dangerously close. In the latest blaze, one home in Running Springs burned down and four were damaged, and the boulders and pine needles that line the road through town are still stained pink with flame retardant.



Mr. Gomez said his four-bedroom house, with a deck where he watches squirrels and bright blue jays flit among the pine trees, still offers a quietude he had long dreamed of. "I was born to be in the mountains," said Mr. Gomez, who works as a construction manager.



Nearly 20 million people live within a two-hour drive of the San Bernardino Mountains, making it Southern California's answer to Lake Tahoe and a popular weekend getaway for skiing, boating and relaxing in cabins warmed by log fireplaces. Some people who drive up the Rim of the World Scenic Byway to reach the mountains decide not to leave.



In the mid-1980s, Georgia Coalson moved to Big Bear Lake, the only incorporated city in the San Bernardino Mountains. It took her two months to decompress enough from her job working 80 hours a week as a custom decorator in Orange County to even notice where she was: in the middle of a national forest, where A-frame wooden cabins are situated among bighorn sheep, 
bald eagles
 and even flying squirrels.



"I looked around, and it was one of the most beautiful places I had ever seen," said Ms. Coalson, now 73. "It was truly an enchanted valley."



That beauty comes with danger, too. The San Bernardino Mountains have been catching fire for thousands of years, but the potential for destruction rises as the population grows. In 2003, an enormous fire killed six people and destroyed nearly 1,000 homes, becoming the most devastating ever recorded in the mountain range. In 2020, a Big Bear firefighter died in another fire in the hills.




Gov. Gray Davis viewing damaged trees around Big Bear Lake during a tour in 2003. Thousands of drought-stricken and beetle-infested trees posed a major forest fire hazard that year.





A firefighting aircraft dropped flame retardant near Lake Arrowhead, Calif., in 2003.




On Monday morning, a waterfront park with well-maintained walking paths along the shores of Big Bear Lake was deserted but for a fire truck and a few fatigued firefighters. The lake's typically crystalline water looked dull in the smoky air, and the air itself smelled charred.



Richard Minnich, a professor at the University of California, Riverside, who studies fire in the San Bernardino Mountains, said that a century of suppressing even the smallest of blazes had left behind excess vegetation that was primed to burn and could create larger and more destructive fires over time. Warmer weather, one of the effects of climate change, is drying out the land at a faster pace and turning plants into prime tinder.



"People want to live with nature, but they don't recognize that nature is explosively flammable," Mr. Minnich said. 



In 2018, California suffered its deadliest wildfire ever, a wind-whipped blaze that killed 85 people and razed the town of Paradise in the Sierra Nevada foothills in Northern California. Soon after, Randall Putz, a councilman from Big Bear Lake, met a Paradise official who warned him that his own mountain town could suffer a similar fate.



"I know Big Bear, and I think it's just a matter of time," Mr. Putz recalled being told.



In the five years after the Paradise fire, the number of California homeowners enrolled in the state's last-resort insurance plan has soared from 155,000 to 408,000, according to state data.



The number enrolled in the Fair Access to Insurance Requirements plan, known as the FAIR plan, remains a small percentage of the state's overall homeowners. But in the San Bernardino Mountains, as many as three-quarters of homeowners rely on the plan because they have no other option, according to state data. Annual premiums for some homes exceed $15,000, local real estate agents say.



"The cost of Big Bear has far exceeded what I could've imagined," said Rick Herrick, 67, a former mayor of Big Bear Lake who has lived there for 30 years.




A home for sale in Big Bear, Calif.





Debris outside a home destroyed by the Line fire in Running Springs, Calif.




Private insurers can reject homeowners in regions they determine are too risky for their business model. But those who do business in California are mandated by the state to participate in the FAIR plan, which is privately funded but spreads the risk across all insurers rather than one company. Enrollees pay higher rates and receive less coverage than homeowners do in a competitive market.



Dawn Rowe, who represents mountain residents on the San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors, said that many people had been forced to go without insurance, pay for the costly FAIR plan or try to sell their homes and move. The board passed a resolution in June asking the state to intervene and help area residents secure affordable insurance for their homes.



"It's horrible," she said, adding that it was the top issue she had been hearing about from her constituents.



The latest fires may actually help some homeowners on the insurance front, at least in the short term. A California law prevents insurance companies from canceling policies for a year after a homeowner's region has been affected by a wildfire, which is likely to protect most of those in the San Bernardino Mountains who still have regular commercial policies.



Those residents are already "bearing the brunt of our insurance crisis," said the state's insurance commissioner, Ricardo Lara. "This creates much-needed breathing room," he said, adding that he was pursuing additional regulations to try to improve the state's insurance market.



Despite the growing risks, the allure of the San Bernardino Mountains continues. Homes are still cheap enough by coastal standards that some Southern Californians move there to become first-time homeowners, often willing to overlook the insurance challenges. Simone Knepper, a local real estate agent, said that she had closed a deal on a house with a FAIR plan policy on Friday, just as fire was raging through the nearby mountains.



Ms. Knepper relocated from Los Angeles to Lake Arrowhead with her husband a decade ago, seeking a tranquil place to raise their three young children. She said they now cherish a kind of lifestyle that she hadn't thought existed in 2024: snow days, boating on the lake, no traffic, knowing your neighbors by name.



"We have not looked back once," she said.



Isabelle Taft
 contributed to this report.
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Disorganized communications. Security threats identified but dropped. Vague instructions. Lack of follow-through.



These lapses are emerging as key reasons the U.S. Secret Service failed to protect former President Donald J. Trump from an assassination attempt at a campaign rally on July 13 in Butler, Pa., a New York Times investigation has found.



The agency's failures at the Butler Farm Show grounds -- where a gunman's bullets grazed Mr. Trump's ear, wounded two rally attendees and killed another -- are expected to be laid bare in coming weeks in an internal assessment delivered by the Secret Service itself and in a report from an independent Senate investigation. The pressures on the agency have taken on even greater urgency in light of what the 
F.B.I. identified as another attempt
 on Mr. Trump's life at his golf course in West Palm Beach, Fla., on Sunday.



Senator Richard Blumenthal, Democrat of Connecticut and the chairman of a Senate subcommittee investigating the security failures in Butler, said that what happened on July 13 was clearly preventable. "Some of the lapses," he said,
 
"are so egregious as to be almost unbelievable."



Interviews with federal, state and local officials and a review of documents provide an outline of how the planning process left vulnerabilities that allowed a 20-year-old video game enthusiast to open fire on Mr. Trump.



Perhaps the most glaring problem was the multiple levels of deficient and confused communications between the Secret Service and the local law enforcement agencies it was working with that day. The most prominent of those breakdowns involve warehouses, owned by AGR International, next to the rally site. The gunman, Thomas Crooks of Bethel Park, Pa., climbed on the roof of one of them to shoot at Mr. Trump.



The Times documented in interviews a series of discussions between the Secret Service and local law enforcement officials about the warehouses, showing not only that the failure to secure them was avoidable but also that the risk was very much on the minds of the personnel charged with securing the area.



On July 12, during a six-hour walk-through, the Secret Service was still discussing ways to prevent the warehouses from being accessed by the public, including the possibility of adding a police patrol or parking farm equipment nearby.



Despite all the talk, the warehouses were left unguarded.




Despite discussions between the Secret Service and local law enforcement, the warehouses were left unguarded. Members of a congressional task force reviewed the rally site on Aug. 26.




Inadequately securing the warehouse complex was hardly the Secret Service's only misstep.



The agency failed to effectively communicate its security plans for the rally to its local law enforcement partners, causing confusion about basic assignments. Some officers improvised their duties.



On the rally day itself, the Secret Service did not ensure that essential personnel in Mr. Trump's protection that day were represented in its command center, according to interviews with The Times, preventing the agency from learning that the would-be assassin had a gun until it was too late.



The agency declined to answer specific questions about the security planning.



Ronald L. Rowe, Jr., the agency's acting director, last week briefed members of U.S. House and Senate committees regarding the agency's investigation into the attempted assassination of Mr. Trump, said Anthony Guglielmi, a Secret Service spokesman. "The Secret Service will continue to fully cooperate with Congress and conclusions from our investigation will be released to the public soon," Mr. Guglielmi said.



The Secret Service has said it accepts full responsibility for the failures in Butler.



The agency never seized on opportunities to remedy the security gaps between the first day of planning and the early evening when Mr. Trump was wounded, even in the hours before the rally when its planning flaws should have been apparent.



"The service's job is to make sure everything is posted properly," said Ronald Layton, a retired member of the Secret Service who led divisions with oversight of protection and event security. "If there's nobody there, that's got to be called out and addressed. That's game-day operations."



A Hectic Day



Ensuring security for the Butler rally, even in the best of circumstances, was going to be difficult.



The Secret Service is often stretched thin during presidential election years. July 13 was expected to be especially hectic. Jill Biden, the first lady, was to attend a dinner in nearby Pittsburgh at 5 p.m., the same planned starting time as Mr. Trump's event, requiring protection from the same field office.



Former presidents, as a matter of longstanding policy, typically receive a stepped-down 
level of protection
 compared with the security packages provided for sitting presidents and their families.



"Donald Trump has, by far, the biggest protective detail of any former president in history -- we are not talking about a Jimmy Carter level of protection here," said Frank J. Boudreaux Jr., the former head of the Secret Service field office in Phoenix, referring to Mr. Carter's largely uncontroversial post-White House life. "But formers, even Trump, are not going to get the same level of protection that a current president is going to get."




Former President Donald J. Trump travels with a heavy Secret Service detail, but it is not as large as a sitting president's.




Preparing for public events is detail-oriented and complex, but can also be rote.



The Secret Service must assess a site's weaknesses, assign security details inside and outside an event's secured perimeter, create transportation plans and balance staffing levels against other demands. To do all this, the agency typically seeks assistance from local law enforcement departments, along with the state police. At least 10 agencies were involved in securing the Butler Farm Show grounds for the Trump rally.



The planning started in earnest on July 8, a Monday, when officials from the Secret Service and local agencies met at an emergency services building in Allegheny County, convened by Timothy Burke, the agency's special agent in charge in Pittsburgh.



At that time, plans were still being crafted and the campaign had yet to say where Mr. Trump would stand while speaking, making it difficult to determine with any precision what lines of sight might create a security issue.



"They were still waiting for the campaign to give them the site plan and, you know, make sure everything was finalized," said Steve Bicehouse, the director of Butler County's emergency management agency, who was at the meeting.



After Monday's session, however, the Secret Service did not hold another group meeting, according to officials interviewed by The Times. The local and state agencies were also never given a written comprehensive plan. That meant the various agencies lacked a final opportunity to go over the plans together and identify any unresolved security issues.



Instead, throughout the week, Secret Service agents contacted the local agencies individually or in small groups, as plans evolved.  Some provided specific information about assignments; others offered little guidance.



On Tuesday, the agency's lead advance agent, Meredith Bank, asked a local SWAT commander whether his team could supply two snipers.



Ed Lenz, the commander of that team -- the Butler County Emergency Services Unit, or E.S.U. -- said in an interview that Ms. Bank did not explain what the agency wanted these snipers to do or where they should be posted.



"There was really no direction," Mr. Lenz said.



Ms. Bank then called back to say the Secret Service would be providing counter-snipers after all, Mr. Lenz said. She offered no explanation for the change, though The Times later 
confirmed
 that the additional security measures were in response to heightened concerns about Mr. Trump's safety. It would be the first time Secret Service counter-snipers were assigned to a former president, Mr. Rowe, said in a news conference in August.




Secret Service snipers reacting after a gunman shot at Mr. Trump on July 13.




After the calls, Mr. Lenz wrote an email to the Butler County district attorney describing the assignment, as he interpreted it. The team's snipers, Mr. Lenz wrote, would "provide overwatch for the rally and would work in conjunction with the Secret Service counter-sniper unit."



The local snipers decided for themselves the optimal places from which to watch the crowd inside the fenced-in security zone, Mr. Lenz said. One was from the second-floor windows of one of the AGR warehouses. The snipers' position did not afford a view of the warehouse roof from which Mr. Crooks would eventually fire his shots.



By July 11, two days before the rally, some state and local agencies recognized that the warehouses could be a problem, as the closest one was outside the security perimeter but less than 500 feet from the stage. During small group walk-throughs of the site, different local partners raised their concerns, but they said the Secret Service gave contradictory answers.



In one group, a senior Pennsylvania State Police major asked who had responsibility for the buildings. Several Secret Service agents answered that the Butler County Emergency Services Unit was on the hook for that role, Christopher Paris, the Pennsylvania State Police commissioner, testified to Congress in July.



In closed-door testimony in late August, John Marciniak, the Secret Service's lead counter-sniper at the rally, confirmed to Senate staff that this was the plan -- the E.S.U. would handle it, a person familiar with the testimony said.



Mr. Lenz has vehemently disputed this characterization. He cited instances in which his team members discussed their understanding with the Secret Service, including in their own small-group discussions with Mr. Marciniak on July 11. No one ever suggested those plans should change, Mr. Lenz said.



"If they said, 'Hey, we want you to cover the roof of the AGR building,' we would have picked a different location, focusing on that," Mr. Lenz said.



During the walk-through, which Mr. Lenz described as "quite disorganized," one of the Butler team members, Drew Blasko, warned two Secret Service site agents, Myosoty Perez and Dana DuBrey, that the local police could not add more patrol cars to monitor the area around the warehouse during the rally, Mr. Lenz said.



But the agents assured them that the Secret Service would cover them, Mr. Lenz said. The local officers were not satisfied and asked to have the area locked down, to keep the public away, Mr. Lenz said.



A lawyer for Ms. Perez, Larry Berger, said he could not speak to the details of that conversation, but he said the record showed otherwise. Based on plans and documents created before the event, he said, the local police were specifically assigned to cover the AGR building and its roof. He could not point The Times to a document that shows this.



A lawyer for Ms. DuBrey, Mark S. Zaid, said his client did not recall speaking to Mr. Blasko or even knowing who he was.




The rally in Butler was the first time Secret Service counter-snipers were assigned to a former president, Ronald L. Rowe Jr., the acting director of the agency, told a congressional committee.




On the day before the event, a Friday, the warehouses still remained a point of focus during the six hours the Secret Service spent at the site. The agents discussed different options for shoring up vulnerabilities around the AGR complex, including placing farm equipment to disrupt any would-be sniper's view, according to two people familiar with the discussions, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the pending investigations.



None of the other agencies interviewed by The Times said they were asked to patrol that area on the day of the rally. No farm equipment blocked a possible gunman's view. And once the events began, and the various law enforcement officers were in place, no one was stationed around the complex of buildings to prevent access to a roof.



Even if there was a misunderstanding in the days before the event about what was expected of the Butler County E.S.U., the Secret Service could have made sure, on the day of the rally, that the local snipers were exactly where the agency expected them to be, said Ric L. Bradshaw, the sheriff in Palm Beach County, Fla., where there have been many joint protective operations because Mr. Trump lives there.



"It's incumbent upon the Secret Service agents that are there to go back to that building and make sure it's secure like they asked," Sheriff Bradshaw said.



Mr. Burke, Ms. Bank and Ms. DuBrey have been put on administrative duty by the Secret Service, pending the agency's investigation.



Dueling Command Centers



The lapses on July 13 also included a flawed communication plan with two separate command centers at the site: one run by the Secret Service and one run by local officials.



The Secret Service's acting director, Mr. Rowe, said during the August news conference that the existence of a second command center for the local officials "was unique, as I understand it."



However, that setup was not a last-minute surprise.



Days before the rally, at least three Secret Service agents were sent an email, obtained by The Times, that included a preliminary map showing two command centers to be used as communications hubs.



With so many agencies involved, it can make sense to have a separate command center for the local police, to avoid cacophony. But this works only if each agency also has a representative -- with a radio -- in the Secret Service's command post, to share information coming over the various frequencies.



In Butler, only one outside law enforcement agency, the state police, was represented inside the Secret Service's command post.




At least 10 agencies were involved in securing the Butler Farm Show grounds for the Trump rally.




The absence of a local police representative in the Secret Service command post contributed to a crucial communications breakdown. News that a man had been spotted on a warehouse roof made it to the Secret Service command post, but not a report that he was armed -- vital information that went only to the local police command post.



Thirty seconds after the first radio message from local police warned, "He's armed," Mr. Crooks started firing.



Weeks later, the release of body camera footage showed that officers were shocked that Mr. Crooks was able to get onto the roof, perhaps none more so than Officer Blasko of the Butler Township Police Department. He was one of the two Butler County E.S.U. team members who had raised concerns to the Secret Service agents about the warehouse buildings on July 11.



"I talked to the Secret Service guys and they were like, 'Yeah, no problem. We're gonna post guys over here,'" Officer Blasko 
said right after the shooting.



Adam Goldman
 and 
Glenn Thrush
 contributed reporting from Washington, and 
Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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He Had 5 Followers on YouTube. It Landed Him in Jail, Where He Died.



Among the hundreds of Russians jailed for criticizing the war in Ukraine, the death of Pavel Kushnir in detention has transformed him into an antiwar symbol.




An undated screen grab taken from a video of Pavel Kushnir performing at the annual Rachmaninoff festival in his hometown Tambov, Russia in 2010.




By Neil MacFarquhar and Milana Mazaeva


Sep 18, 2024


As a teenager, Pavel Kushnir won a coveted spot in Russia's most prestigious training program for pianists at the Moscow Tchaikovsky Conservatory. His classmates remember him as a shy, quirky introvert with fluency in not just classical music, but in film, literature and painting.



He made a career playing for provincial orchestras, while on the side he wrote startling avant-garde novels, mostly unpublished.



Long a critic of President Vladimir V. Putin, Mr. Kushnir took up political activism with added zeal after Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022. He spread leaflets damning the war while pushing himself to endure ever longer, harsher hunger strikes. Four blurry, muffled antiwar screeds that he posted on his YouTube channel, which had just five subscribers, landed him in a dark, crumbling jail on Karl Marx Street in Birobidzhan, the remote Siberian provincial capital where he lived.



Now, at age 40, he is dead.



Mr. Kushnir is one among what human rights activists say is more than 1,000 Russians who have been caught in a harsh state apparatus designed to mute criticism of the war. Some politicians or well-known artists put on trial attract significant attention. But many prisoners linger in obscurity, with activists struggling to keep track of them.




The Malta Philharmonic performing at the Moscow Tchaikovsky Conservatory, in 2018. As a teenager, Pavel Kushnir won a coveted spot at the conservatory's prestigious training program for pianists.




Mr. Kushnir was one who fell between the cracks, and his lonely death in Russia's remote Far East has prompted extended soul-searching among prominent Russian political activists and war critics. Why, they wonder, did a talented performer deeply committed to protesting have to die in order to become an antiwar icon?



"We could not pool money to send him a lawyer -- we just didn't know," Svetlana Kaverzina, a local opposition politician, wrote in a post on the Telegram app. "We didn't write him letters of support -- we didn't know. We didn't dissuade him from sacrificing himself -- we didn't know. He was alone. Let's at least symbolically tell him after his death: 'Forgive us and rest in peace.'"



Even the exposure of his death was almost accidental.



Olga Romanova, the head of Russia Behind Bars, a nongovernmental organization that defends prisoners' rights, receives letters from convicts daily. So she did not consider it exceptional when a group of cellmates from the Jewish Autonomous Region -- established under Stalin in 1934 as an agrarian homeland for Jewish people -- mentioned in passing that a musician among them had died.




Olga Romanova, far left, the head of Russia Behind Bars, a nongovernmental organization that defends prisoners' rights, in Moscow, in 2013. She suspects Mr. Kushnir succumbed to the effects of a hunger strike.




"We are in grief," the prisoners wrote. On July 27, Mr. Kushnir, who had been charged with "justifying terrorism," had succumbed to a hunger strike during pretrial detention, they said.



Then one of his pianist friends, Olga Shkrygunova, contacted Ms. Romanova and together they wrote a bleak description of his passing for an online publication. The article prompted some people to dig up letters from Mr. Kushnir, who had tried unsuccessfully to gain support from prominent Russians for his hunger strikes against the war. His death spurred a new recognition of his artistic talents.



Dmitry Volchek, a publisher of avant-garde literature who had ignored Mr. Kushnir's request for translation work, praised "Russian Cut," a novel that Mr. Kushnir had published privately in Germany. The author used the arrival of a giant, predatory, eyeless pig as a metaphor for Russia's 2014 annexation of Crimea.



Maria Alyokhina, a member of the punk band Pussy Riot who has also used hunger strikes as a political tool, said on Facebook that Mr. Kushnir had written her many letters, but that she read them only after he died.




Maria Alyokhina, a member of the punk band Pussy Riot, in Iceland, in 2022. She said on Facebook that Mr. Kushnir had written her many letters, but that she read them only after he died.




In August, a group of more than 20 classical musicians -- including Alexander Melnikov, Sir Simon Rattle and Daniel Barenboim -- signed an open tribute to Mr. Kushnir published in a German newspaper.



Russian prison, judicial and law enforcement authorities did not respond to requests for comment about his death, nor did the Birobidzhan Regional Philharmonic, his last employer.



Mr. Kushnir grew up in Tambov, a provincial capital about 300 miles southeast of Moscow. His father, Michael, wrote a music textbook still used across Russia, while his mother taught musical theory. At age 17 he was among 25 student pianists accepted into the Moscow Conservatory.



"He was a funny, talented genius who excelled at the different art forms that interested him," said Ms. Shkrygunova, who met him when they were both 6.



Grace Chatto, an English musician and singer for the band Clean Bandit who studied with him at the conservatory in 2004, said he introduced her to the films of Bergman, Antonioni and Tarkovsky. On most days, she stayed up long into the night to hear him play Rachmaninoff, Schubert and others. "So kind and so gentle and funny, and he played with such deep passion always," she 
wrote on Instagram.



He once amazed his fellow students by writing an analysis of an obscure German pop artist for an online journal, said Maria Nemtsova, another classmate. As for his piano playing, she said, he "was very free and honest," ignoring the school's rigid prescriptions that the students emulate the interpretations of renowned musicians.



That attitude got him in trouble. When the panel evaluating him for graduate study asked him to play an excerpt from Schumann's "Fantasy," he said he would either play the whole piece or nothing, his friends recalled.



Similar clashes set him on an odyssey of playing for one provincial orchestra after another.



Along the way, he became increasingly politicized, returning to Moscow in 2011 to participate in anti-Putin protests.



In early 2023, he was hired by the Philharmonic in Birobidzhan, the capital of the Jewish Autonomous Region, which had fewer than 1,000 Jews living there since most had emigrated to Israel.




An undated screen grab taken from a video of Pavel Kushnir performing.




He kept his handwritten novels in a drawer, he said in interviews, and expressed admiration for the daring performances of rock musicians like Kurt Cobain and Janis Joplin. He organized a weekly radio program to explain Chopin's folk compositions, greeting listeners with "No pasaran!" a political slogan drawn from anti-fascists in the Spanish Civil War that translates to "They shall not pass."



"The truth is out there!" he would say.



He named his YouTube 
channel
 after Fox Mulder, the Federal Bureau of Investigation agent hero of "The X-Files," and wore a hand-drawn F.B.I. badge pinned to his clothing in his videos. In one, he endorsed L.G.B.T.Q. rights, now largely banned in Russia. In another, he called for protests and revolution.



"Scatter leaflets, post fliers, write huge posters, put them up on benches, leave them somewhere, past them on the walls of buildings," he said. Last January, the Philharmonic fired him, Ms. Shkyrgunova said.



She had emigrated to Germany in 2012, but they exchanged emails every few months. His overflowed with emotional anguish about the war, she said, and he could not let go of events like the Russian massacre of hundreds of Ukrainian civilians in the Kyiv suburb of Bucha. "He was a man processing every death as his own personal loss," she said.



Mr. Kushnir began to encourage people to go on hunger strikes to demand Mr. Putin's resignation and an end to the war. A slight figure, he had undertaken them periodically himself after the Russian invasion of Ukraine, but had continued drinking liquids until the last one.



Prison protocol mandates medical monitoring in such cases, Ms. Romanova, the head of the prisoner rights's group, said, but there was no indication that any monitoring took place in his case. She suspects Mr. Kushnir succumbed to the effects of the hunger strike, but his 79-year-old mother, Irina Levina, refused an independent autopsy.



Ms. Levina told a Russian reporter that the Russian Federal Security Service, or F.S.B., had informed her that her son had been on a medical drip at the end. Neither his mother nor his brother attended his cremation; his criticism of Mr. Putin had estranged his family, his friends said. Mr. Kushnir's father died four years ago.



"I certainly wanted him to conduct himself in a quieter way and to stay out of politics altogether," Ms. Levina told Okno, an independent news organization. "I am very sorry that he gave up his life, apparently for nothing."



A local reporter who attended Mr. Kushnir's funeral said only two musicians came. The 11 people at the funeral were mostly admirers, and no one delivered a eulogy, said the reporter, who declined to use her name for security reasons.



Mr. Kushnir did not seek recognition for himself, said Ms. Nemtsova, the classmate. Instead, she said, he concentrated on feeling the pain of others. Even close friends did not know that he was protesting by starving himself to death in jail.



"Pavel definitely sacrificed his life for us, it is almost a biblical story," she said. "He was trying to scream, but it was so muted."
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Kashmiris Are Voting Again. But Do They Have a Voice?



An election that began on Wednesday will restore some of the self-rule India took away in 2019. But a lasting chill has fallen over Kashmir.




People in Kuglam, in southern Kashmir, lined up on Wednesday to vote in Kashmir's first regional legislative election in a decade.




By Sameer Yasir and Showkat Nanda


Sep 18, 2024


The Tao cafe in Srinagar, capital of the disputed Kashmir region in India, is a bustling place. At outdoor tables shaded by majestic trees, Himalayan trout is served with loaves of fresh bread to the young, affluent Kashmiris who frequent it.



But when conversation turns to politics, a hush falls, even though it's an election season. People describe a loss of direction, a drift into an unsettled future.



They are not sure what place mostly Muslim Kashmir has in an increasingly Hindu-nationalist India. They see themselves as caught between India and Pakistan, the two powers still bitterly at odds over the region. They feel trapped in cycles of oppression by India's government and violent resistance to that authority.



On Wednesday, people began voting in the 
first election
 for Kashmir's regional legislature in a decade. The vote will restore a degree of self-rule five years after Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government stripped Kashmir of its semiautonomous status and brought it more tightly under Indian control.



But many young Kashmiris say the return of democracy is partial at best. They say the ballot will not fully restore their voices, taken away by what they call India's criminalization of dissent and freedom of expression in Kashmir.




The Tao cafe in Srinagar, Kashmir's capital.




"Should we accept our fate or just wait for the situation to change? I am confused," Idrees Ahmad, 33, told friends at the cafe. It was a markedly resigned statement for a young man who, 14 years earlier, had joined a bloody civilian uprising after a Srinagar teenager was struck and killed by a tear-gas canister.



During the decades when India was trying to crush a Pakistan-backed militancy and fully assimilate Kashmir, many young Kashmiris found solace in two things. One was street protests and other forms of public expression; the other, participation in local democratic politics.



Even as tens of thousands died in fighting between separatist insurgents and Indian security forces, a culture of free speech -- graffiti, gatherings in public parks, discussions in cafes like Tao -- provided many with a sense of nonviolent release for their rage and confusion.



No matter how dynastic and self-serving the political parties were, participating in the process gave Kashmiris some semblance of ownership, even if it all played out in the shadow of an Indian military presence.



The worst of the violence has subsided in recent years. But a chill has fallen over the region. Bringing Kashmir under New Delhi's 
direct rule
 in 2019 ushered in what local leaders called an occupation administered mostly by outsiders.




Voters in Pulwama in southern Kashmir on Wednesday.




Even Kashmiri politicians who had 
fought against the separatists
 were put under house arrest in large numbers. Rights groups, 
journalists
 and 
civil society
 have been cowed, with any questioning of the legitimacy of New Delhi's rule essentially outlawed. Many Kashmiri dissidents still languish in jails in faraway Indian cities.



At a corner table at the Tao, most of a group of eight young Kashmiris said their identity and their dignity were under threat. They spoke of feeling suffocated and uncertain about the future.



Siddiq Wahid, a professor of international relations at Shiv Nadar University near New Delhi, said the Indian government was not solely to blame for that sense of alienation.



The Kashmiri leaders who spearheaded the long struggle for self-rule lacked a clear strategy, he said. While most Kashmiris wanted an independent homeland, separatists were divided over whether to seek independence, integration into Pakistan or more autonomy within India.



"You can fight a state, you can resist a state, but you can't play a zero-sum game, because you don't stand a chance," Mr. Wahid said.



New Delhi's top administrator in Kashmir, Manoj Sinha, and the region's police chief did not respond to requests for interviews.



The election -- a multistage process whose results will be announced on Oct. 8 -- is being held against the backdrop of a slowly changing political landscape.




A campaign billboard on the outskirts of Srinagar. The results of the multistage election will be announced next month.




Mr. Modi's Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party, or B.J.P., has been working for years to secure a foothold in Kashmir. In villages and towns, many young Muslim men have joined its ranks, believing that as India's governing party it can bring more development. But they often wear masks while campaigning for the B.J.P., fearing retribution.



During a speech this week in Jammu, the Hindu-majority part of the state once called Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. Modi said his policies had indeed led to more investment and infrastructure development.



"In the last 10 years, the change witnessed in Jammu and Kashmir is nothing short of a dream come true," he said. "The stone which used to be thrown at police and the army is now being utilized for building a new Jammu and Kashmir."



Even as the B.J.P. hopes to gain greater acceptance, high turnout in an election for the national Parliament last spring showed that people would use whatever instrument they were left with to keep Mr. Modi's party at bay.



On a recent afternoon, about 30 miles south of Srinagar, Abrar Rashid, 26, was being carried on the shoulders of young supporters. In June, his father, widely known as Engineer Rashid, won a seat in India's Parliament despite being imprisoned. His son led his campaign.




Abrar Rashid, 26, standing with his hand outstretched, exhorted supporters on Tuesday. His father, seated in front of him, won a seat in India's Parliament in June, though he was in prison.




"We are Kashmiris first, and we have to fight to preserve our identity," said Mr. Rashid, whose father was jailed years ago on charges of funding terrorism.



Just a few years ago, some of these same supporters were using stones and their own bodies to 
try to stop soldiers
 from killing militants. Now, they were celebrating the elevation of a Kashmiri leader in the national legislature of India, a country whose elections many people in Kashmir boycotted for decades.



Shahid Reyaz Thoker, a political activist, shouted slogans and danced on a pickup truck as he campaigned for a candidate from the People's Democratic Party, a regional organization that once governed the state.



When he was a teenager, Mr. Thoker was detained by the police and sent to a juvenile home. Officers told his father he had participated in protests over the killings of militants and was preparing to join the insurgency.




Shahid Reyaz Thoker, a political activist, near his house in Pulwama. He says he wants "peace with dignity."




"What does a 20-year-old want?" Mr. Thoker asked, as a loudspeaker blared slogans of self-rule. "A mobile phone, a few friends, a good number of Instagram followers and some pocket money."



"But I want nothing of that sort," he added, "just peace, and peace with dignity."



At the Tao cafe, a group of teenage girls, some wearing Kashmiri-embroidered silk salwar kameez, giggled as they took selfies in front of flower beds. An irritated waiter served them fried vegetable pakora.



One girl said she hoped to become a physician, another a fashion designer. They were holding tight to those aspirations, despite what they described as the childhood trauma of the Indian military presence.



"These children have dreams; they need a stable environment to achieve them," said Ruhani Syed, an artist at another table.




Ruhani Syed, a Kashmiri artist, in Srinagar.




A police officer arrived at the cafe, apparently to meet some friends. Suddenly, everyone went silent, and the mood grew somber.



Ahmad Parvez, a singer, said he sometimes felt that the world around him was collapsing. Ugly high-rises were replacing old bazaars. India, hoping to present a picture of normalcy, has 
encouraged tourism in Kashmir
, and money has poured into the ecologically fragile region.



As a child, Mr. Parvez said, he performed with a school troupe inside military garrisons. That changed after he took a picture of a camp near his home, which had once been a watch factory. Soldiers beat him.



As he got older, he began reading books, and questions about his identity and nationality seemed to resolve themselves. One day, he borrowed a guitar from a friend and started singing. Within a few months, he was an internet sensation.




Flags for a regional political party at a market in Kupwara, Kashmir.




Then India revoked the semi-autonomy of Kashmir, and everything seemed tenuous again.



"I used to hate taking pictures," he said. "Today, I don't leave anything without capturing. I feel all this will vanish very soon, and there will be nothing left."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/world/asia/kashmir-election.html
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Ex-Officer Testifies Against His Former Colleagues in Tyre Nichols's Death



A former Memphis officer said he had been angry about a lack of arrests even before he began a pursuit that led to a fatal beating.




Emmitt Martin III, a former Memphis police officer who started pursuing Tyre Nichols, outside federal court in Memphis in April.




By Emily Cochrane


Sep 17, 2024


Emmitt Martin III was already angry on Jan. 7, 2023, his nerves simmering in his first days back on patrol in Memphis after being sidelined for months by a car accident. As a member of a street crime unit, he said, he felt the need to prove he was still a capable officer, and he had yet to make an arrest that night.



Then he saw a blue Nissan speed up to beat a red light.



On Tuesday, Mr. Martin told a jury that he had not only pursued that driver, Tyre Nichols, a 29-year-old Black man, but that he had also punched and kicked him, and then lied about what happened. He identified the other officers there that night: all men with whom he had an unspoken understanding to never disclose the use of unwarranted force.



"I knew they weren't going to tell on me," Mr. Martin said. "And I wasn't going to tell on them."



Mr. Martin has since pleaded guilty to two charges in connection with Mr. Nichols's beating and death three days later. On trial are three of his former Memphis police colleagues -- Demetrius Haley, Tadarrius Bean and Justin Smith -- who are accused of depriving Mr. Nichols of his civil rights and lying about what happened.



Mr. Martin's testimony has pierced the officers' code of silence and stripped the case to its core: whether a jury will believe that the violence and lies amounted to a federal crime.



"These are criminal defendants, they just happen to be police officers," said Kami N. Chavis, a law professor at the College of William & Mary and director of the school's criminal justice program.



Another officer, Desmond Mills Jr., also pleaded guilty and was expected to testify against his former colleagues.



"The fact that they are testifying against their fellow officers says nothing about the code of silence," Ms. Chavis added. "It says the code of silence is so strong it took a criminal proceeding in order for these officers to finally tell the truth."



Asked directly by a prosecutor about his plea agreement, Mr. Martin acknowledged a hope that his honesty would factor into a lighter prison sentence. But he framed his testimony as a resolve to "just get this off of me."



"I can't sit here and live with a lie -- the truth needs to come out," he said. "It was eating me up inside to live with a lie."



John Keith Perry Jr., the first defense lawyer to cross-examine Mr. Martin, sought to emphasize  how his client, Mr. Bean, had been unaware of Mr. Martin's anger. He also probed the accuracy of Mr. Martin's recollection, particularly since Mr. Martin's story had shifted over a series of interviews.



"I know what you saw downstairs," Mr. Perry said at one point, an apparent reference to Mr. Martin's meetings with prosecutors, who have an office a floor below the courtroom. "I'm talking about what you saw on the scene."



All five men were members of the same team of the street crime team, known as the Scorpion unit. In the days after Mr. Nichols's death last January, the five men, all of whom are Black, were quickly fired and later charged with state and federal charges. A state trial for all five men on second-degree murders charges is still pending.



Mr. Martin had been set to stand trial in the federal case as recently as August when he abruptly pleaded guilty, with prosecutors recommending up to 40 years in prison. (Mr. Mills had pleaded guilty months earlier, with a recommended 15-year sentence.)



When Mr. Martin first took the stand on Monday, Mr. Smith, Mr. Haley and Mr. Bean each stood to meet Mr. Martin's eyes and let him identify them. For most of his time on the stand, however, Mr. Martin did not look at the defendants, his eyes at times darting toward the jury or down at his fidgeting hands. He answered the questions in a low baritone, often asking the prosecutor to repeat or paraphrase an inquiry.



The five men had all been connected: Mr. Martin had graduated from the police academy with Mr. Smith, and had already known Mr. Mills through a fraternity. He met Mr. Bean as a member of the team, and he and Mr. Haley, he told the jury, were known as the "Smash Brothers."



The Scorpion unit was a "stat-driven" team, where the number of arrests and amount of contraband confiscated mattered. When Mr. Martin returned to work on Jan. 3, 2023, after months of desk duty because he was hit by a car driven by a person fleeing the police during a high-speed chase, he was "seeing red," he said at one point.



"I needed an arrest to show that I'm capable of doing what I'm doing," Mr. Martin later told the jury.



Pressed further by Stephen R. Leffler, a lawyer for Mr. Haley, Mr. Martin said that post-traumatic stress disorder from the collision had left him at times sleep-deprived, paranoid and irritable. And he said that if he didn't "get his stats," he might be removed from the unit and sent back to his home precinct, an "embarrassing" prospect.



Mr. Martin was driving alone when he saw Mr. Nichols speed up to beat a red light, though he acknowledged having no way of knowing how fast Mr. Nichols was driving. As he followed, he said, Mr. Nichols started changing lanes without using a turn signal, a minor traffic violation, and he pursued him.



When Mr. Martin ran Mr. Nichols's plates, there was no record or indication of issue. Mr. Martin called over the radio to his team, he said, which led Mr. Haley to the area.



Mr. Haley and Mr. Martin boxed in Mr. Nichols's car, and Mr. Haley yanked Mr. Nichols from his vehicle. The officers issued a barrage of expletive-laden commands for Mr. Nichols to get on the ground.



Kathryn E. Gilbert, a prosecutor, asked Mr. Martin if he ever explained to Mr. Nichols why he had been stopped. "Never got a chance to, or just didn't?" she asked.



"Just didn't," Mr. Martin said.



When Mr. Haley used pepper spray, Mr. Martin said, he accidentally sprayed some of the officers present, allowing Mr. Nichols to break free.



Mr. Martin -- who once earned the nickname "Full Can" after unloading an entire can of pepper spray on a man resisting arrest -- grew angrier, he said. And there was an unsanctioned policy about what happened if someone ran from an officer: "You get your ass beat."



"That was the tip of the iceberg," he later explained. "I was already angry, on top of that I got sprayed."



He said that he had been unaware that a street camera had been recording the officers when they caught up with Mr. Nichols. At one point, Mr. Martin removed his body camera and later gestured for Mr. Mills to do the same, after the violence ended.



"I didn't want to show what we were doing," Mr. Martin said, when asked to explain his decision to leave his camera behind. "We were assaulting Mr. Nichols."



Ms. Gilbert repeatedly played clips of street camera and body camera footage that captured the moment when officers caught up to Mr. Nichols, stopping them sometimes after just a few seconds to press Mr. Martin on whom he recognized and what they were doing.



She also asked whether Mr. Nichols was a threat.



"He wasn't a threat," Mr. Martin repeatedly said. At one point, after watching himself punch and kick Mr. Nichols, he added, "He was helpless."



Ben Stanley
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/17/us/tyre-nichols-emmitt-martin-memphis-police.html
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Deep Links Between Alcohol and Cancer Are Described in New Report



Scientists continue to rethink the idea that moderate drinking offers health benefits.




Excessive alcohol consumption increases the risk of six different types of cancer, but consumers are generally unaware.




By Roni Caryn Rabin


Sep 18, 2024


Adults under age 50 have been developing breast cancer and colorectal cancer at increasingly higher rates over the last six decades, and alcohol use may be one factor driving the trend, according to a scientific report published on Wednesday.



The 
report
, by the American Association for Cancer Research, highlights scientific breakthroughs that have led to new anticancer drugs and improved overall survival.



But the authors also described a troubling pattern: Even as cancer death rates have declined, the overall incidence of several cancers has been rising inexplicably, with an especially alarming increase among younger adults in cancers of the gastrointestinal system, like colorectal cancer.



The report estimates that 40 percent of all cancer cases are associated with modifiable risk factors. It recommends reducing alcohol consumption, along with making lifestyle changes such as avoiding tobacco, maintaining a healthy diet and weight, exercising, avoiding ultraviolet radiation and minimizing exposure to pollutants.



The authors called for raising awareness through public messaging campaigns and adding cancer-specific warning labels to alcoholic beverages.



The recommendations come amid 
a radical rethinking of the putative health benefits
 of moderate alcohol consumption, which for years was considered to be protective against heart disease.



Just last month, 
a large study
 that followed more than 135,000 older British adults for over a decade found that moderate and light drinkers did not benefit from a reduction in heart disease when compared with occasional drinkers.



And both moderate and light drinkers experienced more cancer deaths than occasional drinkers, a finding accentuated among low-income seniors and those with existing health problems.



"Fifty-one percent of people -- or more than half -- do not know that alcohol increases your risk of cancer" said Jane Figueiredo, an epidemiologist at the Samuel Oschin Comprehensive Cancer Institute at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles who served on the steering committee that prepared the report. "That's concerning."



"We can talk about the myth that red wine has potential cardiovascular benefits, but there are many ways to keep your heart healthy, and these potential benefits don't really outweigh your cancer risks," she said.



Excessive alcohol consumption increases the risk for six types of malignancies, including esophageal squamous cell carcinoma and certain types of head, neck, breast, colorectal, liver and stomach cancers, the report found.



Some 5.4 percent of cancers in the United States -- just over one in 20 cancer diagnoses -- were attributed to alcohol consumption in 2019, the most recent year for which data is available.



Yet public awareness is low. One study found that 
fewer than one-third of women age 18 to 25
 knew that alcohol use increases the risk of breast cancer.



Among adults in their 30s, cancer rates rose significantly between 2010 and 2019. The greatest increases in 2019 were in cancers of the breast, thyroid, colon and rectum, the report said.



Early-onset colorectal cancer (defined as malignancies in adults under 50) rose by 1.9 percent each year between 2011 and 2019, the report said, citing numerous published studies that have documented the trend.



Fortunately, new treatments are extending survival time for people with cancer. Death rates for women over 50 with breast cancer have fallen, as have death rates for older adults with colorectal cancer.



Yet rates of these cancers in young adults are going up, as have rates of gastric cancers and certain blood cancers, the report said. And even as patients with leukemia, melanoma and kidney cancer are living longer, the overall incidence of these diseases has been rising.



The factors driving the increase in early-onset colorectal cancer are not well understood, but many studies have shown that frequent and regular drinking in early and mid-adulthood is associated with a higher risk of colon and rectal cancers in later life.



Increased alcohol intake in mid- to late-adulthood also worsens the risk. Alcohol has adverse effects on the microbiome, the collection of bacteria, fungi and viruses that live on and inside our bodies, Dr. Figueiredo said.



Drinking alters gut bacteria, which can play a role in the growth and spread of cancers.



It is also believed to increase the risk of breast cancer in women because it can raise levels of the hormone estrogen, which can fuel development of the disease. As a result, reducing alcohol consumption is one of the few ways that women can modify their risk for this disease.



And while women have long been discouraged from drinking during pregnancy for many reasons, the American Association for Cancer Research's report provides another one: studies have shown that consuming alcohol during pregnancy increases the risk of childhood leukemia in offspring. Both moderate and high levels of drinking during pregnancy increased the risk, research has found.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/health/alcohol-cancer-young-adults.html
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Justice Department Files $100 Million Claim in Fatal Baltimore Bridge Collapse



The crash of the Dali into the Francis Scott Key Bridge killed six people. The federal government says the owner and the operator were "grossly negligent" and "reckless."




The Francis Scott Key Bridge in Baltimore collapsed in March after the cargo ship Dali smashed into the span.




By Campbell Robertson and Peter Eavis


Sep 18, 2024


The U.S. Justice Department filed a legal claim on Wednesday against the owner and operator of the container ship that collapsed the Francis Scott Key Bridge last March, killing six workers and paralyzing the Port of Baltimore for weeks.



The lawsuit asserts that the companies' actions leading up to the catastrophe were "outrageous, grossly negligent, willful, wanton, and reckless."



The government is seeking more than $100 million in damages to cover the costs of the sprawling emergency response to the disaster and the federal aid to port employees who were put out of work.



"Those costs should be borne by the shipowner and operator, not the American taxpayer," said Benjamin Mizer, the department's third-ranking official, who oversees the civil division among others. He added that the department would be seeking punitive damages as well, "to try to keep this type of conduct from ever happening again."



The action on Wednesday did not name an amount for the punitive damages the department was seeking.



Filed in federal court in Maryland, the Justice Department's action lays out in detail what investigators have learned about the ship's short and catastrophic journey that night, describing a cascade of failures onboard and multiple points when the disaster could have been prevented.



Because of poor maintenance or "jury-rigged" fixes to serious problems aboard the ship, known as the Dali, "none of the four means available to help control the Dali -- her propeller, rudder, anchor, or bow thruster -- worked when they were needed to avert or even mitigate this disaster," the suit asserts.



The Dali is registered in Singapore and owned by Grace Ocean Ltd. and managed by Synergy Marine Group, both of which are based in Singapore.



The companies -- referred to as petitioners in the legal papers -- had said their liability for the incident should be limited to no more than $44 million. The case is governed by a federal law that allows shipowners to cap their liability from an accident if they can show they did not know about defects beforehand. But the Justice Department contends that the owner and operator knew the Dali was not fit to sail.



"This accident happened because of the careless and grossly negligent decisions made by Grace Ocean and Synergy, who recklessly chose to send an unseaworthy
 
vessel to navigate a critical waterway and ignore the risks to American lives and the nation's infrastructure," Acting Deputy Assistant Attorney General Chetan Patil said Wednesday on a call with reporters.



Shipping experts said they also saw evidence of negligence.



"There appear both material and operational conditions and circumstances within the owner's and crew's control where they were not following regulations and law to provide safe sailing conditions," Jonathan Page, a professor of naval architecture and marine engineering at the University of Michigan, said in an email.




Emergency response workers looked on during a controlled demolition of a section of the bridge in May.




Darrell Wilson, a representative of Grace Ocean and Synergy Marine, said Wednesday in an email that the government's action was anticipated, given the Sept. 24 deadline for filing such claims.



"The owner and manager will have no further comment on the merits of any claim at this time, but we do look forward to our day in court to set the record straight," he added.



Justice Department officials said they could not comment on the status of a separate federal criminal investigation into the crash.



The Dali, as long as the height of the Eiffel Tower, lost power and 
slammed into the Key Bridge on March 26
, causing the bridge to collapse and killing six men who were repairing pavement on the bridge.



On Tuesday, the families of three of the men who were killed announced that they, too, were suing the owner of the Dali.



The ship became stuck in the twisted wreckage as the bridge fell into the Patapsco River, blocking access to the Port of Baltimore, one of the busiest on the East Coast. An enormous cleanup effort was begun, involving dozens of barges, tugboats, excavators, floating cranes and even explosives. Some 50,000 tons of debris had to be cleared from the river.



Temporary shipping channels were soon reopened to some vessels, and in May, after enough wreckage was removed, 
the Dali was dislodged
 and made the two-and-a-half-mile trip back upriver to the terminal it had left two months before. The badly damaged ship was later moved to a shipyard in Norfolk for repairs.



The main shipping route, the 700-foot-wide Fort McHenry Federal Channel, was 
not fully cleared until June
. And rebuilding the bridge will take much longer. State officials have said that it would take four years to reconstruct the Key Bridge at a cost of up to $1.9 billion.



A Justice Department official said Wednesday that the state of Maryland would attempt to recoup the cost of rebuilding the bridge through legal actions.



In its court filings, the Justice Department has attempted to lay out the fullest official explanation yet of why the Dali lost control. The account goes beyond a 
preliminary report in May
 from the National Transportation Safety Board.



The first critical malfunction was a loss of power to the ships's steering and propulsion systems, caused when circuit breakers in an electrical transformer tripped open. The suit contends that the breakers opened because "excessive vibration" had caused "a loss of electrical continuity through control circuitry."




A Japanese bulk carrier sailed though the recently opened Fort McHenry Federal Channel in the Patapsco River in June.




According to the suit, engineers and previous crew members had warned the ship's operator that heavy and constant vibrations of the ship had been shaking onboard cargo loose and cracking equipment in the engine room. Such vibrations, the suit says, are "a well-known cause of transformer and electrical failure."



Instead of addressing the cause of those vibrations, the suit alleges, the owner and operator of the ship had fitted the transformer with "anti-vibration braces," one of which had cracked several times. In a "makeshift attempt to limit vibration," a metal cargo hook was wedged between the transformer and a steel beam.



"The evidence shows that excessive vibration was a longstanding problem on the ship, which Grace Ocean and Synergy sought to remedy with makeshift aftermarket fixes that fell well short of appropriate standards," Mr. Patil said.



The suit contends that there were other critical failures as well.



A second transformer failed to immediately come on line, according to the suit, because it and the first transformer had been set for manual activation rather than automatic, which the suit called an "inexplicable failure."



Once power was restored on the ship, the pilot quickly ordered the crew to steer between the pillars of the Key Bridge. But the Dali then lost power a second time, the government argues, because the ship was using the wrong kind of pump to send fuel to its generators.



Two minutes before hitting the bridge, the pilot ordered the release of one of the ship's anchors, but because this anchor "was not ready for immediate release in an emergency, as required by law, nothing happened." Soon after that, the ship hit the bridge.



Richard Burke, a professor emeritus of naval architecture and marine engineering at SUNY Maritime College in New York, said the government's account appeared to be credible. Its description of what went wrong with the transformers and the pumps was "pretty damning," he said.



The ship was headed for Sri Lanka at the time of the crash with around 4,700 containers on board, as well as 1.5 million gallons of fuel and lubricant oil. None of the 21 members of the crew, most of whom were Indian citizens, were injured in the crash; neither were two pilots who were aboard at the time. 
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Big Energy Issue in Pennsylvania Is Low Natural Gas Prices. Not Fracking.



Energy businesses and farmers in western Pennsylvania are struggling because of prices, an issue that has not figured prominently in the campaigns of Donald J. Trump and Kamala Harris.




Natural gas equipment in Washington County, Pa. For many voters in southwestern Pennsylvania, the question is how to build the infrastructure to get natural gas to places where it will fetch higher prices.




By Rebecca F. Elliott


Sep 16, 2024


For much of the American shale boom of the last two decades, natural gas producers found that the more they pumped, the more demand grew, as cheaper gas displaced coal.



But here in Pennsylvania -- home to one of the largest U.S. gas deposits and a critical prize in the presidential election -- that is no longer the case.



The state's hilly southwest, where gas extends beneath homes and river valleys, is so awash in the fuel that prices have cratered, drilling has slowed and thousands of jobs have disappeared.



While Pennsylvania and energy policy are contested battlegrounds between Vice President Kamala Harris and former President Donald J. Trump, the bleak reality of the gas business in the state has been obscured by sparring over horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing, commonly known as fracking.



Mr. Trump supports fracking, and Ms. Harris, who called for banning fracking in 2019, recently said she no longer opposes the practice.



For many voters in the Appalachian region of Pennsylvania, the key question is not how to produce more natural gas, but how to build the infrastructure necessary to get it to places like New England and the Gulf Coast where it is likely to fetch higher prices.



"Domestically, the biggest issue we have is we don't have a use for it," said Matt Kurzejewski, chief executive of Costy's Energy Services, a natural gas services company based in northern Pennsylvania.



Mr. Kurzejewski, 33, plans to vote for Mr. Trump, as he did in 2016 and 2020, figuring that the former president would do less to hamstring the industry. Still, Mr. Kurzejewski added that "drill, baby, drill," the slogan embraced by Mr. Trump, "is not the answer."



There is no easy fix for Pennsylvania's gas glut. Pipelines often cross state lines, requiring support not just from federal regulators but also from local communities and officials in other states. Oil and gas infrastructure has become particularly hotly contested as many people worry about the environmental and health impacts of pipelines and related equipment. In some Northeastern states, residents and elected leaders are also wary of becoming locked into using fossil fuels that are contributing to climate change.



The president has even less control over other energy issues being fiercely debated in southwestern Pennsylvania, including how close to homes companies should be allowed to drill for gas.



The area has shifted right over the years, leaving Allegheny County, home to Pittsburgh, an island of blue in a vast red region where heavy industry extends into lush, rolling farmland. Fortunes here rose and fell with coal and steel making, which have been in decline for decades. 



Pennsylvania's shale boom began in the 2000s, and today natural gas wells are tucked away on farms and in suburban neighborhoods, stretching north from the state's border with West Virginia, then curling east toward Binghamton, N.Y. 



What happens to gas prices matters to many people here, not just energy executives and their employees. More than a third of Pennsylvanians live in counties with shale wells.



Brian Hrutkay's family agreed years ago to lease the rights to drill for gas under their farm, where Mr. Hrutkay now raises cattle and grows corn. In exchange, he gets a royalty check each month. But the payments vary based on the price of gas.



Natural gas prices in southwest Pennsylvania have plunged some 80 percent over the past two years, after surging to $9 per million British thermal units in August 2022, after Russia invaded Ukraine, according to S&P Global Commodity Insights. Gas has traded around $1.50 this month.



As a result, Mr. Hrutkay's checks have diminished, forcing him to delay building new storage facilities for hay and farm equipment.



"We don't have the infrastructure to move enough gas away," said Mr. Hrutkay, who is 51. "It's frustrating to me."




Brian Hrutkay, a farmer, relies on the royalty payments from natural gas production to pay for upgrades on his farm.




Companies have all but given up on the prospect of laying new long-haul pipelines in the Northeast after earlier projects got bogged down in permitting and legal challenges. North American natural-gas export capacity is poised to more than double this decade. But without new pipelines most new export terminals will be tantalizingly out of reach for producers in Pennsylvania and in Ohio and West Virginia -- a gas region known as the Marcellus.



Pennsylvania's frackers are throttling production and slowing new development. State gas output in the first half of the year fell to its lowest level since 2020, federal estimates show. In the second quarter, companies drilled fewer wells than they had during any quarter since 2008, at the dawn of the shale boom, according to the Pennsylvania Independent Fiscal Office.



The industry's slowdown has caused bipartisan concern in gas-producing areas. Natural gas companies -- which generally line up behind Republicans -- forged alliances with organized labor, which typically backs Democrats.



Last year, oil and gas employment in Pennsylvania slid to its lowest level in at least a decade, to fewer than 20,000 jobs from nearly 35,000 in 2014, according to an analysis of federal data by ClearView Energy Partners, a research firm based in Washington.



"We have the resources, but we're not thinking ahead and utilizing them," said Kenneth J. Broadbent, business manager for Steamfitters Local 449 in the Pittsburgh area, which he described as "good friends" with the natural gas industry.



Polling shows Pennsylvanians divided on whether to allow fracking in the state, though the practice has grown more popular over time, according to the 
Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion
 in Allentown, Pa.



As of 2022, 48 percent of survey respondents supported natural gas extraction, while 44 percent opposed it, Muhlenberg's polling shows. While 86 percent said fracking was important to the state's economy, roughly two-thirds said it put water resources at risk. 



Researchers at the 
University of Pittsburgh recently found
 that people with asthma who live near actively producing natural gas wells had a higher chance of experiencing asthma attacks. They also found that children who lived within a mile of a well were at higher risk for lymphoma, but did not find links between shale development and other childhood cancers.



The Environmental Protection Agency has found that fracking has sometimes hurt drinking water quantity and quality, in part because of spills and well integrity failures.




A building in Monaca, Pa. The area, where heavy industry extends into lush, rolling farmland, has shifted right over the years.





A Shell facility that turns ethane, a component of natural gas, into tiny plastic pellets, near Monaca.




Michelle Stonemark, a 45-year-old financial professional who lives outside Pittsburgh, has pushed for stricter limits on fracking in residential neighborhoods after Range Resources started drilling for gas a little more than 500 feet from her home. The wells are on her neighbor's property, and Ms. Stonemark, who works from home, doesn't own the rights to the gas beneath her land. 



In the winter, after the trees lose their leaves, Ms. Stonemark can see through her kitchen window to the khaki-colored sound barriers that surround the well site. Some days, the drilling was so intense that her dishes rattled. Occasionally, she has smelled diesel or rotten eggs, making her nervous about letting her children play outside.



"I understand the need, I do," Ms. Stonemark said, describing herself as a lifelong Republican. "I just want it out of residential areas."



Ms. Stonemark plans to vote for Ms. Harris because of her concerns about women's rights, including access to abortion. She has also become more interested in environmental policy, though rules about how close drilling can be to homes are set by the state and local authorities, not the federal government.



Range, which is based in Fort Worth, said it is safely developing natural gas in Pennsylvania and monitors both sound levels and air quality.



"We understand there are times of potential inconvenience, and have employees dedicated to addressing and alleviating those matters," a spokesman for Range, Mark Windle, said in a statement.




Michelle Stonemark has pushed for stricter limits on fracking in residential neighborhoods after a company started drilling for gas a little more than 500 feet from her home outside Pittsburgh.




Ms. Harris -- like many Democrats who have succeeded recently in Pennsylvania -- has sought to thread the needle on fracking, saying she doesn't oppose the practice while also promoting the Biden administration's investments in cleaner forms of energy.



In her debate with Mr. Trump last week, she spoke of the surge in U.S. oil production under the Biden administration. Lauren Hitt, a Harris campaign spokeswoman, said the vice president is focused on ensuring Americans have both good jobs and clean air and water. Mr. Trump's policies, she said, would "enrich oil and gas executives at the expense of the middle class."



In addition to promising more drilling, Mr. Trump has said he would "blast through every bureaucratic hurdle" to approve new pipelines and other energy infrastructure.



He also pledged to lower energy costs by at least half. While 
many analysts
 say presidents have limited sway over commodity prices, a big drop in prices could further pressure gas producers and those who rely on royalty payments.



"At every opportunity, President Trump calls for 'unleashing American energy,'" a campaign spokeswoman, Karoline Leavitt, said in a statement. She added that Ms. Harris's energy policies had put "natural gas production and natural gas investments on the road to extinction."



Mr. Hrutkay, the farmer, runs his business on diesel and is keen to see prices for that fuel fall further. Yet he also wants higher natural gas prices -- and said he thought Mr. Trump stood a better chance of lifting demand and prices.



Mr. Hrutkay's desires reflect the complexity of energy politics. Everyone uses energy and generally benefits when prices fall or are low. But higher prices typically help people in the oil and gas business.



Still, even here in western Pennsylvania, energy isn't the deciding factor for all voters.



Take Bob Smith, who owns more than 300 acres near Mr. Hrutkay and has also leased some of his land for gas production. More than 20 wells have been drilled over the hill behind his barns. Mr. Smith, 72, voted for Mr. Trump in 2020, but said he wasn't sure he would do so again. Low natural gas prices won't be a big factor in his decision, which he said would be based more on the candidates' plans for reining in spending and addressing the national debt.



"I don't know how much the president -- how much they really have to do with this scenario that we have," Mr. Smith said of low gas prices. "It takes more than just them."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/16/business/energy-environment/pennsylvania-fracking-natural-gas-trump-harris.html
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In 'High Potential,' Kaitlin Olson Gets Smart



The longtime star of "It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia" is a brilliant crime-solving maid in this new ABC procedural.








By Alexis Soloski


Sep 17, 2024


Earlier this month, the actress 
Kaitlin Olson
 was in her Los Angeles kitchen slicing a lemon.



"I was really cutting it hard," she said. "I put 100 percent of my effort into it."



The knife slipped, nearly severing her pinkie, which explained why, on a morning a few days later in Manhattan, Olson, 49, had accessorized her black silk blouse and black pants with a black finger splint. (She also wore an array of diamonds, one the size of a kumquat.) The look was working. A waiter asked if she was in town for fashion week.



There are few things that Olson -- tall and emphatically blond, with screwball energy -- does lightly. As concerns comedy, physical stunts and also apparently cooking, her approach is full contact. On the set of 
"It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia,"
 the cheeky FX comedy she has co-starred in for nearly 20 years, she has broken her foot, slashed open her calf and suffered 
at least one possible concussion
. "Definitely worth it," she said of the scene.



This wasn't her first food-prep injury, and she skipped the emergency room. She didn't have the time. In addition to "Sunny," she is a guest actor on the HBO show 
"Hacks"
 and the star of a new ABC procedural, "
High Potential,"
 in which she plays a cleaning woman with savant-like tendencies who consults for the police. It premieres on Tuesday.




In "High Potential," Olson's character cleans the police station ... and soon helps the officers solve cases.




While it is not Olson's first series lead (that would be the Fox comedy 
"The Mick"
) or her only chance to flaunt her aptitude for drama (see also: "Hacks"), "High Potential" showcases her dizzy, daffy, sardonic gifts. Which Olson appreciates.



"Nothing feels as good as saying something and making people laugh or doing something physical with your body that makes people laugh," Olson said. "There's nothing like that. It's a very selfish high. It's all for me."



At this point, the waiter came over and took her order for a green juice. He asked her if she had any allergies. She confessed to a kiwi sensitivity. "My throat closes," she said to me. "It's exciting!" But what's a little anaphylactic shock in the service of a bit?



"Oh, we should do that," she said, eyes gleaming. "It'd be a fun part of the interview."



Olson grew up mostly in Portland, Ore., the baby of a supportive family. She discovered theater in elementary school but stepped away when she was in a devastating bike accident the summer before starting junior high. Walking the halls with a shaved head and a disfigured face, she had her first experience of feeling like an outsider. "I just wanted to disappear," she said.




Olson, with Glenn Howerton, left, and Rob McElhenney, has co-starred on "It's Always Sunny in Philadelphia" for nearly 20 years, 




She regained some confidence in high school and went out for plays again. Having discovered a gift for physical comedy, she enrolled in the theater program at the University of Oregon and moved to Los Angeles after graduation, taking classes with the Groundlings, a celebrated improv troupe. After a couple of years she began landing paid work: a part in 
"Coyote Ugly,"
 an arc on 
"The Drew Carey Show,"
 a couple of hidden-camera series, which she hated.



"We made a lot of people cry, and I was like, this is not why I got into this business," she said.



In 2004, she auditioned for 
"Sunny"
 and was offered the part of the bartender Sweet Dee. But when she received the initial scripts, she learned that the lines she had read at the audition were intended for a male character. Dee was written as bland and colorless, a killjoy.



Olson could have used the work -- she was juggling three part-time jobs. But she told 
Rob McElhenney
, one of the creators, that she was out. "Why would I be the worst part of a really incredible show?" she recalled saying. "Like, I would just sit there and watch you guys be funny, and I would just be miserable."



McElhenney asked her to reconsider, telling her that the writers just needed to learn to write for a woman. Olson told him they should just write a funny character regardless. "And I will just bring the woman, because I am a woman," she said.



McElhenney agreed, and the writing improved. But Dee's heedless, highly physical, bet-the-farm ethos? That's all Olson.




Olson, with Jean Smart, has been nominated for two Emmys for her role on "Hacks."




"The most difficult part of making 'Sunny' is trying to keep a straight face when she's on," McElhenney said. Reader, she married him. They now have two sons.



In 2017, John and Dave Chernin -- writers on "Sunny" -- created "The Mick" with her in mind. Olson enjoyed headlining a network comedy, but her character, a lovable dirt bag stuck caring for her sister's children, was close in spirit to Dee, a caricature. No one seemed to trust Olson to play a human woman.



That changed with "Hacks." The showrunners 
Lucia Aniello, Paul W. Downs and Jen Statsk
y created the part of DJ, the only daughter of Jean Smart's neglectful comedian mother, just for her. "She has this liquid funny that stood out to us as kind of supernatural," Aniello said.



Aniello didn't know how Olson would handle the more emotional moments. But what she found was a skilled dramatic actor, able to conjure complex emotional states.



"There's something very raw and honest about her performances," Aniello said. "You feel like they're coming from her gut."



Olson embraced the challenge of playing a real woman with real wounds. "People are going to be like, 'Wait, hold on a second, she can have an emotion,'" Olson said. This was also her first experience of prestige television, which felt good, as did her two Emmy nominations for outstanding guest actress. (She recently lost to Jamie Lee Curtis of "The Bear," which she described on Instagram as a relief: "Had I won, I would no longer be able to complain loudly and widely about never winning an Emmy.")




"Nothing feels as good as saying something and making people laugh or doing something physical with your body that makes people laugh," Olson said. "There's nothing like that."




A procedural in the vein of "Columbo" or "Murder, She Wrote," "High Potential" is an adaptation of a French series. Drew Goddard, the showrunner, wrote the character of Morgan for Olson, knowing the show would live or die by its star. He needed an actor who could swing from broad comedy to high drama, and he intuited that Olson, whom he had admired on "Sunny," could handle it.



"It's really hard to push yourselves to the edges of comedy while maintaining an empathetic humanity," he said.



Morgan, like the other women in Olson's repertory, is scrappy and intense. But Olson had never played a character so smart -- Morgan has an I.Q. of 160 -- or so self-confident. Olson found that there was plenty that she could draw on.



"I don't have a 160 I.Q., but I know what it's like to not be able to turn your brain off," she said. And she loves finally playing a mother, though she thinks that Morgan could stand to multitask less.



Olson does not, however, think she would be a great detective. "I would get bored," she said. "I'll do a puzzle for a while, and then I'm like, 'You know what? You guys go ahead.'"



Now, with three series, Olson doesn't have the luxury of boredom. "Hacks" has been renewed. "Sunny" will begin shooting its 17th season later this year. She would like to do several more seasons of "High Potential" and hopes that "Sunny" lasts forever. (She has big plans for menopausal Dee.) And, yes, that is a lot of multitasking, but it's also her way of moving through the world. It's how she deals, headfirst, with discomfort, uncertainty, injury.



"When in doubt, I'm like, OK," she said, "I'm going to make you laugh."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/17/arts/television/high-potential-kaitlin-olson.html
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New York Philharmonic Opens Its Season Amid Labor Talks and Troubles



The orchestra is working to negotiate a new contract with musicians, resolve a misconduct inquiry and hire a new chief executive.




As it approaches the official opening of its new season at David Geffen Hall, the New York Philharmonic is facing labor and other issues.




By Javier C. Hernandez


Sep 17, 2024


On a recent night at Lincoln Center, a group of New York Philharmonic musicians, dressed in matching black shirts and carrying union leaflets, fanned out and began to evangelize.



"Support the musicians!" Thomas Smith, a trumpet player, told a crowd of concertgoers.



It was one of the New York Philharmonic's first 
concerts
 of the fall, and the musicians, in the middle of high-stake labor talks, were alerting their audience to what they hoped would be embraced as startling facts.



The orchestra's players have not had a raise since 2019, and they are paid substantially less than colleagues in Boston, Chicago and Los Angeles.



"We need your help," Alina Kobialka, a violinist, said as she handed out leaflets.



The scene was a reminder of the stark challenges this season for the Philharmonic, which not so long ago seemed to be beginning a vibrant new chapter.



The labor agreement between management and the musicians expires on Friday, only a few days before the orchestra's opening gala, a major fund-raising event.



The Philharmonic lacks a permanent president and chief executive, after the 
sudden resignation
 in July of its leader, 
Gary Ginstling
. An 
investigation
 into sexual harassment and misconduct at the Philharmonic has dragged on. And the ensemble, which is awaiting the arrival in 2026 of the star conductor 
Gustavo Dudamel
, has no full-time music director this season or next.



"Under the best of circumstances, orchestras have some pretty incredible challenges," said Thomas W. Morris, a longtime orchestra administrator. "Those challenges clearly multiply when you don't have a permanent executive or artistic leader."




The orchestra's musicians are engaging concertgoers to explain how underpaid they believe they are compared to counterparts in other cities. 




The veteran arts manager 
Deborah Borda
, who led the Philharmonic from 2017 to 2023, has been brought back on an interim basis after Ginstling's resignation. She acknowledges she has never led an institution facing so many challenges at the same time. She compared the problems to a "ring of fire."



"Of course we feel under pressure," she said. "But pressure is an opportunity."



As it emerged from the pandemic, the Philharmonic was in a relatively strong position. The orchestra completed a 
long-delayed $550 million renovation
 of its home, David Geffen Hall, in 2022. And last year, in a major coup, the Philharmonic 
announced it had poached Dudamel
, one of the world's most in-demand conductors, from the Los Angeles Philharmonic.



But in spring, that sense of stability began to erode. An 
article
 in New York magazine in April revived accusations of misconduct against two players, the associate principal trumpet, Matthew Muckey, and the principal oboist, Liang Wang, whom the administration had 
tried to fire
 in 2018. The ensemble was 
forced to reinstate
 the players in 2020 after the musicians' union challenged their dismissal.



Many players had been unaware of the details of the case and pushed the administration to take action. Muckey and Wang were 
suspended with pay
, and the orchestra commissioned investigations into workplace culture and sexual harassment and misconduct.



The examination of the Philharmonic's culture, overseen by outside counsel, Katya Jestin, received input from roughly a third of the Philharmonic's 200 employees. It has been completed and the Philharmonic said it would soon publicize the report's recommendations.



Still continuing is the inquiry into sexual harassment and misconduct by Philharmonic players and employees, led by Tracey Levy, a lawyer who specializes in employment law. Borda said the administration would wait for that investigation to conclude before deciding the fate of Muckey and Wang.



"We're trying to do the right thing," she said, "and I think the orchestra understands that."




Talks are continuing, but the contract between the Philharmonic and the union representing its musicians, Local 802, is set to expire on Friday.




Borda said she planned to meet this week with Cara Kizer, a former Philharmonic horn player, who was interviewed by New York magazine about an encounter she said occurred while she was on tour with the Philharmonic in Vail, Colo., in 2010. Kizer told the Vail Police Department at the time that she had been sexually assaulted after spending the evening with Muckey and Wang and was given a drink she came to believe was drugged, according to police records.



No charges were filed against the men and both have denied wrongdoing. They have 
sued
 the Philharmonic and the players' union, Local 802 of the American Federation of Musicians.



Steven J. Hyman, a lawyer for Muckey, called his client's suspension "unjustified and unfair," and said he looked forward to a "swift resolution, allowing him to return to the orchestra for the 2024-25 season."



Borda, who tried to dismiss Muckey and Wang in 2018, said there was still a possibility that they would return to the stage, depending on the investigator's findings.



"I cannot say it's impossible," she said.



With the 2024-25 season officially beginning this week, a top concern for the Philharmonic is reaching a labor agreement with the musicians. Backstage at Geffen Hall, the players have posted fliers outlining plans for a strike, though both sides say such a move is unlikely. (The last time the orchestra went on strike was in 1973.)



The 
musicians
 have not disclosed their wage increase proposal but are seeking more than 30 percent, which would put them on par with other elite ensembles. Their base salary is $153,504; orchestras in Boston, Chicago and Los Angeles have secured increases that will bring their base salaries to about $200,000 over the next several years. The New York players say on their 
website
 that the pay disparity "threatens our ability to attract and retain the world's finest musicians."



The players walked away from negotiations in April, balking at an offer by Ginstling for a more modest pay raise. But they returned to the negotiating table earlier this month.



While the Philharmonic, with an endowment of about $237 million and a budget of about $90 million, has largely bounced back from the pandemic, it still faces pressures, including rising costs and a cash deficit of about $8 million.



The two sides are also discussing pensions, scheduling, hiring procedures and the audition process, but salaries are the top priority, given the high cost of living in New York.



"Our members are having trouble just making ends meet," Sara Cutler, the president and executive director of Local 802, said, "and that shouldn't be for one of the top orchestras in the country."




The Philharmonic has largely bounced back from the pandemic, but it still faces pressures, including rising costs and a cash deficit of about $8 million.




The orchestra says it hopes to have a new president and chief executive in place by the new year to replace Ginstling, who resigned after just a year on the job. He left amid rising tensions with the Philharmonic's board, staff and musicians, a person familiar with the situation said at the time. That person said Ginstling also had disagreements with Dudamel. Ginstling has not detailed his reasons for departing. In a statement at the time, he said, "It has become clear to me that the institution needs a different type of leadership."



Morris, the orchestra administrator, said that while the Philharmonic would benefit from Borda's experience in the short term, it needed to move swiftly to name a permanent leader. Morris, the author of "
Always the Music
," a coming book about his time in arts management, noted classical music's glacial planning cycles, in which seasons are often finalized years in advance.



"The longer they go without having a chief executive, the more troublesome the future becomes," he said. "The planning opportunities for Dudamel's arrival are already upon us."



Dudamel, who will conduct four weeks this season and at least six weeks in the 2025-26 season, is already weighing in on programming, soloists, guest conductors, tours and other matters.



In April, just as the musicians were in an uproar over the misconduct accusations, Dudamel 
appeared in New York
 for a series of concerts, telling the players that he understood their concerns and hoped to help change the orchestra's culture. And last week, he made an appearance by video at a board retreat.



"I'm really looking forward to making New York a home," he told board members. "We are creating a family."



Amid the uncertainty, the Philharmonic's players have tried to stay focused on the music.



Carter Brey, the Philharmonic's principal cellist, was at home on Monday practicing Hindemith's "Symphonic Metamorphosis on Themes by Carl Maria von Weber," which the orchestra will 
perform
 this week. He said his first thought was "Jesus Christ, that's a lot of notes."



"We're taking things week by week," he said of the broader issues. "There's music to be made. I don't waste a lot of time thinking, 'Oh my God, I feel rudderless.'"



"The mood of the orchestra is very upbeat and positive," he added, "and very unified."
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A Couple That (Eventually) Cooked Together



Stephen Colbert and Evie McGee Colbert once had a falling out over a spoon, but their new cookbook has them in the kitchen, with love, laughter, and the right utensils.








By Mattie Kahn


Sep 15, 2024


Comedy defangs the taboo, so Stephen Colbert and Evie McGee Colbert have decided, at last, to tell the dreaded spoon story. The two have celebrated milestone anniversaries, welcomed three children and one dog, and now released the cookbook "Does This Taste Funny? Recipes Our Family Loves." Secure in that solid foundation, Mr. Colbert and Ms. McGee Colbert conceded the time had come to revisit what has come to be one of the defining moments of their union.



It goes like this: The Colberts were just married and living in Chicago, where Mr. Colbert launched his career performing with Second City, when Ms. McGee Colbert took a metal spoon out a drawer and scraped it across the surface of their pristine set of Calphalon nonstick pans.



Off in the distance, but almost visible from the porch of their home on Sullivan's Island in South Carolina where this interview took place, Fort Sumter marks the ground where the Civil War broke out in 1861. The stakes of this inciting incident were only somewhat less consequential.



"We move into this apartment," Ms. McGee Colbert recalled, "and I think we're going to be chopping basil and cooking together and drinking wine and listening to Chet Baker." Her new husband wasted no time disabusing her of those notions. "He's like, 'You shouldn't do that,'" she said.



"I believe I said, 'How about a wooden spoon?'" Mr. Colbert countered, head in hands.



Ms. McGee Colbert dropped her weapon and withdrew. She took one look at the man to whom she had pledged her troth and declared that there would be no more "having a fabulous time" in the kitchen. Mr. Colbert could have his mise en place and sparkling cookware. In the parlance of "Top Chef," she packed her knives and went.



"I was like, 'I'm out,'" Ms. McGee Colbert said. Next to her on a rattan couch in the humid Charelstonian summer, Mr. Colbert wiped his brow and groaned.




The Colberts had their relationship endure, even in the years where Ms. McGee Colbert studiously avoided cooking with her husband.




For almost three decades, Ms. McGee Colbert kept her promise. Mr. Colbert snagged jobs writing and performing, rising to correspondent on "The Daily Show" and later starring in "The Colbert Report." All the while,
 
the two maintained their separate domestic spheres. When their children were small and fastidious eaters, Mr. Colbert took to preparing "beautiful things for dinner, and then I would feed them," Ms. McGee Colbert remembered.



"We still drank a lot of wine," Mr. Colbert insisted. "We just didn't do it while cooking."



But then the pandemic descended and Mr. Colbert -- the kind of master of the universe for whom the term "control freak" might be an honorable distinction -- had no choice but to collaborate with his wife. Hunkered down in South Carolina to ride out the crisis, he had to host "The Late Show"
 
-- which he took over in 2015 -- with no on-site staff and minimal equipment. Ms. McGee Colbert soon assumed the duties of several production departments. "I couldn't believe all the lights and the wires. It was chaos," she said. Within a few weeks, she appeared as a guest, running up from the ad hoc control room to brush her hair and put on a blouse.



"I said, 'You've never had someone do all of this! I'm the guest. I'm the director. I'm the sound.'" Ms. McGee Colbert said.



"I was so nervous," Mr. Colbert said. "And in the middle of it, she said, 'You're so nervous!' And I said to her, 'I'm worried you're not going to have fun!'" But she did have fun. And so did he.



"And that was the beginning of 15 months of doing that together," Mr. Colbert continued.




During the pandemic shutdown, Mr. Colbert did "The Late Show" from home, with Ms. McGee Colbert helping him in all aspects, including appearing as a guest.




Mr. Colbert had once been pitched on a cookbook, but he hadn't been interested in conceptualizing one alone. When Celadon Books revived the proposition at the end of 2021 and expressed openness to Ms. McGee Colbert's participation, the couple was game.



"We had become a tag team," Mr. Colbert said. And while Teflon "can't heal," as he pointed out in a hushed tone after Ms. McGee Colbert went inside, she and he had grown.



"It was kind of perfect timing," Ms. McGee Colbert said. "Because I was rediscovering the recipes I grew up with." The Colberts met as adults, but both were raised in Charleston. Ms. McGee Colbert's sister lives across the street from their current home. The cookbook is dedicated to Ms. McGee Colbert's mother, whose house was two blocks over. In the middle of a progressive illness, Patti McGee poured over passed-down recipes with her daughter. Her choicest selections made it into "Does This Taste Funny?"
 
-- minus the Jell-O salads.



No cottage cheese-accented ambrosia in the finished product, but Mr. Colbert said he had retained some reverence for the old formulas. The taste of his childhood is still recipes cribbed from the back of ketchup bottles and soup mixes. His mother -- who had eleven children and had to raise Mr. Colbert and his siblings on her own after his father and two brothers were killed in a plane crash in 1974 -- was a pragmatic and frugal cook. Twice a month, she loaded up on discount bread and Tetris-ed the loaves into the back of her station wagon. Mr. Colbert can reconstruct the taste of powdered milk even now. She was not the kind of mother who took requests for dinner, although Mr. Colbert's sister Elizabeth Colbert-Busch remembered she did like to experiment with international cuisines. "One night we would have German food, one night we'd have French food, and then we would all get dressed up," she said. "You can see where the theater came in with the cooking."



When the extended clan gathers now, Ms. Colbert-Busch knows it is her brother's show. "He is so polite," she said. But she validated Ms. McGee Colbert's experience of Mr. Colbert's meticulousness. Once, she brought over a bunch of "beautiful" heirloom carrots to prepare at his house. "I was to clean the carrots, wash the carrots, and put them to roast in the oven, so I did -- at least, I thought I did," she said. She couldn't help but notice Mr. Colbert pacing behind her.




At their home on Sullivan's Island in South Carolina, the couple now enjoys working together on meals.




Mr. Colbert started preparing his own food as a child, catching fish and cleaning them, but it was working as a waiter while he tried to break into acting that formed his real education. "I love it," he said. "I love the magic of it -- how this thing becomes another thing." He has long felt a kinship with the show "Chopped" on the Food Network in which contestants are tasked with combining discordant ingredients to make one cohesive dish. "That's what it's like to do our show," he said. "You get in there, and it's like, 'What are the ingredients? What is the national conversation in the last 24 hours? And how is that a meal?'"



Despite their shared love of food, Mr. Colbert and Ms. McGee Colbert were conscious of the limited impact of a warm and winking cookbook, released on the eve of another election cycle in the United States.



Mr. Colbert does not believe that a series of dinner parties can solve political polarization. "I mean, how good of a meal are we talking? What are we serving?" Mr. Colbert asked, with a smile.



But after a pause, he reconsidered. There were whole swaths of people with whom he would rather not share pearlescent shrimp paste and burnished cheese biscuits, but he wasn't proud of it. "I do think that's a failing," he said. "I would like to be a person who could do that." His Catholic faith compelled him to at least aspire to better. "It's at the heart of the Mass," he continued. "That's what it's about."



Asked whether a bad meal or a bad performance was worse, he did not hesitate. When a dish collapses, an evening can be salvaged. "Wine's cold," he said. A sleeve of Ritz crackers and a well-made espresso martini -- a more recent fixation for Mr. Colbert, who whips them up with a Nespresso machine that his old boss Jon Stewart gifted him -- can cover a multitude of sins. But a disastrous show? It leaves a sour taste.



An hour later, he was still thinking about it. "The reason the bad show is worse is because you never get another swipe at it," he said. "You never get that box of ingredients again. With cooking, you keep getting to try."
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The Chinese Chipmaker at the Heart of the U.S.-China Tech War



Efforts by the Beijing-backed Semiconductor Manufacturing International Corporation, or SMIC, to break through innovation barriers have landed it in a geopolitical tech battle.




Semiconductor Manufacturing International Corporation's factories in Shanghai.




By Ana Swanson, John Liu and Paul Mozur


Sep 16, 2024


In a sprawling factory in eastern Shanghai, where marshy plains have long since been converted into industrial parks, China's most advanced chipmaker has been hard at work testing the limits of U.S. authority.



Semiconductor Manufacturing International Corporation
, or SMIC, is manufacturing chips with features less than one-15,000th of the thickness of a sheet of paper. The chips pack together enough computing power to create advancements like artificial intelligence and 5G networks.



It's a feat that has been achieved by just a few companies globally -- and one that has landed SMIC in the middle of a crucial geopolitical rivalry. U.S. officials say such advanced chip technology is central not just to commercial businesses 
but also to military superiority
. They have been fighting to keep it out of Chinese hands, by barring China from buying both the world's most cutting-edge chips and the machinery to make them.



Whether China can advance and outrace the United States technologically now hinges on SMIC, a partly state-backed company that is the sole maker of advanced chips in the country and has become its de facto national semiconductor champion. SMIC pumps out millions of chips a month for other companies that design them, such as Huawei, the Chinese technology firm under U.S. sanctions, as well as American firms like Qualcomm.



So far, SMIC hasn't been able to produce chips as advanced as those of rivals such as 
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company
 in Taiwan, or others in South Korea and the United States. But it is racing forward with a new A.I. chip for Huawei called the Ascend 910C, which is expected to be released this year.



Huawei's chip is not as fast or sophisticated as the 
coveted processors
 from Nvidia, the U.S. chip giant, which the White House has 
banned for sale
 in China. SMIC can also most likely make only a small fraction of what Chinese firms want to buy, experts said.



But the chip would still be a boon for 
China's A.I. ambitions
. Nvidia's components are the secret sauce in A.I. computing clusters that can train chatbots, unlock new medicines and help design hypersonic missiles. If Huawei, with SMIC's help, can make more A.I. chips in the coming years, that could blunt the impact of American technology restrictions -- and perhaps one day cut into Nvidia's lead.



SMIC did not respond to requests for comment. Huawei and the U.S. Department of Commerce, which oversees technology controls, declined to comment.



In an interview in June, Gina M. Raimondo, the commerce secretary, said that the United States led the world in A.I., and that tech restrictions were helping to maintain that lead. "We have protected, to a large extent, our most sophisticated technology from getting to China," she said.



Liu Pengyu, a spokesman for the Chinese Embassy in the United States, said China opposed "politicizing and weaponizing trade, scientific and technological issues." He added, "Sanctions and repression will not deter the development of China and Chinese enterprises."



Beijing has invested 
more than $150 billion
 in the chip industry, including a $47 billion investment fund announced in May, helping to fuel a stunning factory expansion. SMIC alone operates more than a dozen chip manufacturing facilities, called fabs, around China, and is planning or constructing at least 10 more, according to Paul Triolo, a tech expert at Albright Stonebridge who tracks the industry.



SMIC, which has nearly 19,000 employees, spent $4.5 billion on capital expenditures in the first half of this year, more than it earned in revenue, according to its financial filings. Among contract chipmakers, it lags only TSMC in Taiwan and Samsung in South Korea in sales. It shipped nearly four million wafers in the first half of the year, each of which can be split into hundreds or thousands of chips.



U.S. export controls have "forced China and Chinese companies to get better across the board," Mr. Triolo said. While these companies face major hurdles, "they have already made significant progress to get where they are now, and you can't really underestimate their ability to doggedly pursue overcoming the other obstacles."



A national chip champion




Richard Chang, left, SMIC's president and chief executive, with Vice Mayor Zhou Yupeng in Shanghai in 2001.




SMIC was founded in eastern Shanghai in 2000 by Richard Chang, a Taiwanese American who worked for decades at the U.S. chipmaker Texas Instruments and became known as the father of Chinese semiconductors. SMIC was immediately viewed as China's answer to TSMC, which is the world's biggest maker of cutting-edge chips.



To 
court overseas engineers
, SMIC created a 
housing development
 with an 
international school
 and 
opened churches
 near its factories. The company hired from TSMC's research and development team, including Liang Mong-song, SMIC's current co-chief executive.



SMIC built new fabs at a breakneck pace, becoming the world's 
third-biggest chip foundry
 -- the term for a business that makes chips on behalf of other companies -- within four years of its founding. It offered cheap prices to firms like Qualcomm, Broadcom and Texas Instruments. In 2004, it listed on stock exchanges in New York and Hong Kong.



SMIC's ties with the Chinese government have grown closer over time. Its biggest shareholders -- China Information and Communication Technology Group, Datang Holdings and China Integrated Circuit Industry Investment Fund -- are all state-owned. By 2015, around half of SMIC's board seats were controlled by people with close ties to the state.



Government support did not guarantee success. After a spate of overbuilding, SMIC was forced to sell off several facilities. In 2019, it delisted from the New York Stock Exchange, listing in Shanghai the next year.



By then, China's chip industry had attracted U.S. attention as a national security issue. In 2019, the Trump administration persuaded the Netherlands to block a sale by the Dutch firm ASML to SMIC of 
its most advanced chipmaking machine
 over concerns that it would aid China militarily.



In 2020, the White House 
slapped trade restrictions
 on SMIC after the publication of 
a report
 detailing its links to a major Chinese defense conglomerate and military-affiliated universities. SMIC denied connections to the military. The Biden administration later tightened the restrictions.



But the rules have allowed for workarounds. Companies have continued selling less advanced equipment to SMIC's new factories by obtaining special licenses and routing sales through non-U.S. subsidiaries and employees.



Given these loopholes, some said it was no mystery that SMIC had progressed.



"The fence has gotten higher, but we've decided to leave open the front, side and back gate," said Jimmy Goodrich, a senior adviser for technology analysis to the RAND Corporation.



Today, North American customers account for about a sixth of SMIC's revenue. The company's boxy silver factory in eastern Shanghai where it makes advanced chips for Huawei sits in a compound connected to other factories that sell chips that go into products sold around the United States, and buy machinery from American companies.



According to Chinese customs data, China's imports of chipmaking equipment in the first seven months of this year surged 53 percent from the same period in 2023.



Officials seeking tougher limits on SMIC have faced pushback from those who say that could damage the United States economically, since SMIC also works with American companies.



When Congress tried in 2022 to pass a law barring the Pentagon from buying products containing SMIC chips, automakers, weapons companies and others complained, saying the components were woven through their supply chains, people familiar with the discussions said.



The law, which eventually passed, was changed to give defense suppliers 
five more years
 to cut their ties with Chinese chipmakers that had military connections.



"U.S. companies would say, accurately, if you tried to put SMIC out of business tomorrow, there would be collateral damage for U.S. companies," said Chris Miller, the author of "Chip War," a history of the industry.



Necessity breeds innovation




An SMIC booth at a chip industry trade fair in Shanghai in 2020.




In August 2023, as Ms. Raimondo visited China on a diplomatic trip, Huawei 
released a phone
 with a SMIC chip that exceeded the technology limits previously set by U.S. restrictions. The timing was viewed as a slap in the face to the United States.



Analysts and U.S. chip executives concluded that SMIC had repurposed less advanced equipment to make a more advanced chip.



Both TSMC and Intel, the U.S. chip giant, tried the same method in the past. But the strategy can result in many faulty chips, and Intel found it wasn't commercially viable, semiconductor experts said.



In response, U.S. officials have been drafting even 
tighter rules
 that would target some SMIC factories. They have also 
pushed Dutch and Japanese officials
 to stop supplying SMIC's most advanced fabs. This month, the Netherlands 
issued new rules
 that brought its export controls in line with U.S. regulations.



The limited access to advanced equipment has undoubtedly held SMIC back, and some experts argue that, as competitors like TSMC and Intel innovate, and as the United States and its allies ramp up their technology controls, China will be left further behind. 
The constraints
 already appear to have 
slowed the rollout
 of some of Huawei's new products.



Galen Zeng, a senior research manager at IDC, a market intelligence firm, estimated that SMIC would most likely lag other international chip giants by three to five years even if China developed substitutes soon for critical chipmaking equipment.



Still, Dylan Patel, the chief analyst at SemiAnalysis, a research firm, estimated that SMIC could make 1.2 million A.I. chips for Huawei next year, double this year -- far fewer than what China needs or what American chip designers make, but indicating an upward trajectory.



In an electronics market in Shenzhen in April, John Wu, a Huawei vendor, said Huawei's A.I. chips had limited availability. But he expressed confidence that Chinese firms would continue to develop, and that competition would ultimately hurt the United States.



He described the U.S. restrictions using a Chinese expression -- like "lifting a rock only to drop it on one's own feet," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/16/technology/smic-china-us-trade-war.html
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An Ugly Divorce, a Russian Fortune and 2 Dead in Moscow



Russia's richest businesswoman, Tatyana V. Bakalchuk, has been locked in a dispute with her estranged husband for months over the fate of her company, Wildberries.




A Russian police officer blocking the entrance to the office building of the Russian retailer Wildberries, after an shooting there on Wednesday. 




By Ivan Nechepurenko


Sep 18, 2024


He came with armed men he called "colleagues." She stationed guards in the lobby of her billion-dollar business.



Their divorce, and their dispute over the fate of Russia's biggest online retailer, appeared to escalate into a full-blown shootout in downtown Moscow on Wednesday, leaving two dead, five injured and dozens detained just across from the Kremlin.



The dispute between the couple, Tatyana and Vladislav Bakalchuk, has been at the center of Russia's business world for months, even drawing the involvement of the strongman leader of Chechnya, Ramzan Kadyrov. At stake is not only a marriage but the future of the company Ms. Bakalchuk founded, Wildberries, a marketplace that processes more than 12 million orders every day and had sales that neared $27 billion in 2023, according to Ms. Bakalchuk and Tass, a state news agency.



The shooting took place just opposite the Kremlin, in the lobby of one of the most prestigious office buildings in Moscow, according to a video from the scene that was published by state news agencies. The video showed burly men bickering, with at least one of them brandishing and then shooting a gun.



Mr. Bakalchuk told RBC, a Russian business news outlet, that he had arrived at the offices on Wednesday with "colleagues" to conduct "peaceful negotiations" about the construction of new warehouses.



"But at the entrance I was attacked by security guards," 
said
 Mr. Bakalchuk, who has a small stake in the company. He added that one of his associates was wounded in the skirmish.



Ms. Bakalchuk denied her husband's claims, 
saying in a statement
 posted on the social media site Telegram that no negotiations between them were planned. Ms. Bakalchuk, the majority owner of Wildberries, added that her husband had made a "failed attempt" of a "corporate raid."



In a later video 
statement
 posted on Telegram Ms. Bakalchuk, said, crying: "Armed men raided our office, initiated a shootout, a mayhem, young men died."



"Vladislav, what are you doing? How are you going to look in the eyes of your parents and our children?"



Russian Investigative Committee, the country's equivalent to the F.B.I., opened a criminal case into the incident. The agency said in a 
statement
 that two Russian law enforcement officers who arrived at the scene were wounded, without providing further details.



Two people died in the shootout, investigators said. Russian state news agencies identified them as guards of the office building. Twenty-eight people were detained, according to Tass.



Some of the men involved were martial arts fighters, Russian news media reported.



The conflict over the company became public in July after Mr. Bakalchuk said he opposed plans to merge Wildberries with Russ, an outdoor advertising firm. In July, he told RBC that if the couple divorced, he would want half of the company. At the end of July, Ms. Bakalchuk filed for a divorce.



The dispute has also been cast in terms of a culture war over conservative family values, a recurring theme in Russian media. In July, Mr. Bakalchuk made a public appeal to Mr. Kadyrov, the Chechen leader, saying that his wife "left home" and "got connected with a strange company."



In a video with Mr. Bakalchuk posted on YouTube in July, Mr. Kadyrov said that he was against the destruction of a family and that Wildberries had been attacked in a corporate raid. Mr. Kadyrov vowed to "stand" on Mr. Vladislav's side "until the end."



"The wife must return home," Mr. Kadyrov 
said
 in the video.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/world/europe/russia-shooting-wildberries-bakalchuk.html
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California Passes Election 'Deepfake' Laws, Forcing Social Media Companies to Take Action



The state joins dozens of others in regulating the A.I. fakery in ways that could impact this year's presidential race.




California Gov. Gavin Newsom signed two new laws that will require social media companies to moderate the spread of election-related impersonations powered by A.I., known as "deepfakes."




By Stuart A. Thompson


Sep 18, 2024


California will now require social media companies to moderate the spread of election-related impersonations powered by artificial intelligence, known as "deepfakes," after Gov. Gavin Newsom, a Democrat, signed three new laws on the subject Tuesday.



The 
three laws
, including a first-of-its kind law that imposes a new requirement on social media platforms, largely deal with banning or labeling the deepfakes. 



Only one of the laws will take effect in time to affect the 2024 presidential election, but the trio could offer a road map for regulators across the country who are attempting to slow the spread of the manipulative content powered by artificial intelligence.



The laws are expected to face legal challenges from social media companies or groups focusing on free speech rights.



Deepfakes use A.I. tools to create lifelike images, videos or audio clips resembling actual people. Though the technology has been used to create jokes and artwork, it has also been widely adopted to supercharge 
scams
, create 
non-consensual pornography
 and disseminate 
political misinformation
.



Elon Musk, the owner of X, has posted 
a deepfake
 to his account this year that would have run afoul of the new laws, experts said. In one video viewed millions of times, Mr. Musk posted fake audio of Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic nominee, calling herself the "ultimate diversity hire."



California's new laws add to efforts in dozens of states to limit the spread of the A.I. fakes around elections and sexual content. Many have required labels on deceptive audio or visual media, part of 
a surge in regulation
 that has received wide bipartisan support. Some have regulated election-related deepfakes, but most are focused on deepfake pornography. There is no federal law that bans or even regulates deepfakes, though 
several have been proposed
.



California policymakers have taken an intense interest in regulating A.I., including with a 
new piece of legislation
 that would require tech companies to test the safety of powerful A.I. tools before releasing them to the public. The governor has until Sept. 30 to sign or veto the other legislation.



Two of the laws signed Tuesday place limits on how election-related deepfakes -- including those targeting candidates and officials or those questioning the outcome of an election -- can circulate.



One
 takes effect immediately and effectively bans people or groups from knowingly sharing certain deceptive election-related deepfakes. It is enforceable for 120 days before an election, similar to laws in other states, but goes further by remaining enforceable for 60 days after -- a sign that lawmakers are concerned about misinformation spreading as votes are being tabulated.



The 
other
 will go into effect in January, and requires labels to appear on deceptive audio, video or images in political advertisements when they are generated with help from A.I. tools.



The 
third
 law, known as the "Defending Democracy from Deepfake Deception Act," will go into effect in January and require social media platforms and other websites with more than 1 million users in California to label or remove A.I. deepfakes within 72 hours after receiving a complaint. If the website does not take action, a court can require them to do so.



"It's very different from other bills that have been put forth," said Ilana Beller, a organizing manager for the democracy team at Public Citizen, which has tracked deepfake laws nationwide. "This is the only bill of its kind on a state level."



All three apply only to deepfakes that could deceive voters, leaving the door open for satire or parody -- so long as they are labeled -- and would be effectively limited to the period surrounding an election. Though the laws only apply to California, they govern deepfakes depicting presidential and vice-presidential candidates along with scores of statewide candidates, elected officials and election administrators.



Gov. Newsom also 
signed two other laws
 Tuesday 
governing how Hollywood
 uses deepfake technology: one 
requiring explicit consent
 to use deepfakes of performers, and another requiring an estate's permission to depict deceased performers in commercial media like movies or audiobooks.



Lawmakers have generally not passed laws that govern how social media companies moderate content because of a federal law, known as Section 230, that protects the companies from liability over content posted by users. The First Amendment also offers wide protections to social media companies and users, limiting how governments can regulate what is said online.



"They're really asking platforms to do things we don't think are feasible," said Hayley Tsukayama, the associate director of legislative activism at the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation
, a digital rights group in San Francisco, which wrote letters opposing the new laws. "To say that they're going to be able to identify what is really deceptive speech, and what is satire, or what is First Amendment protected speech is going to be really hard."



The law's supporters have argued that because it imposes no financial penalties on companies for failing to follow the law, Section 230 may not apply.



A number of free speech and digital rights groups, including the 
First Amendment Coalition
, have strenuously opposed the laws.



"Some people may, of course, disseminate a falsehood -- that's a problem as old as politics, as old as democracy, as old as speech," said David Loy, the legal director for the First Amendment Coalition. "The premise of the First Amendment is that it's for the press and public and civil society to sort that out."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/17/technology/california-deepfakes-law-social-media-newsom.html
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TelevisaUnivision Considers Removing C.E.O. Who Knit Company Together



Wade Davis led an acquisition of Univision in 2020, buying out a consortium of private-equity owners.




Wade Davis, the chief executive officer at TelevisaUnivision.




By Benjamin Mullin


Sep 18, 2024


TelevisaUnivision, the influential producer and broadcaster of Spanish-language television, is weighing a plan to immediately replace its chief executive, Wade Davis, according to three people briefed on the plan who would speak only anonymously because the discussions are private.



The board of TelevisaUnivision is set to meet this week to consider the proposal, the people said.



Daniel Alegre, the former president and chief executive officer of Activision Blizzard, is under consideration for the chief executive role, two of the people said. Under the plan, Mr. Davis would remain a TelevisaUnivision shareholder and serve on the company's board of directors as its vice chairman.



The change would be a stunning turn of events for TelevisaUnivision, which was created in 2022 by a merger led by Mr. Davis. With backing from giants like Google and Softbank, Mr. Davis united Univision with Televisa, its biggest supplier of programming, in a $4.8 billion deal.



Mr. Davis led an acquisition of Univision in 2020, buying out a consortium of private-equity owners who had soured on their investment. Univision had been at a crossroads, hampered by disaffection in its upper ranks and with an expensive licensing deal with Televisa.



Mr. Davis, a former chief financial officer at ViacomCBS, brought in an investor group and said he would make streaming a top priority. A native English speaker, he also pledged to learn Spanish.



After he took over, Univision acquired the Spanish-language streaming service Vix, and launched PrendeTV, an ad-supported streaming service. It was a strategy Mr. Davis was familiar with; During his tenure at Viacom, he helped the company acquire PlutoTV, a popular ad-supported streaming service. He then completed the merger with Televisa.



But TelevisaUnivision's financial performance has not met its own internal targets, according to two people familiar with the company's forecasts, and it is not on track to meet its internal financial target for this year.



The company has also made little progress in paying down its debt. The company said in July that it had roughly $9.8 billion dollars in debt, down only slightly from roughly $9.9 billion shortly after the merger. The company's profits have also dipped, decreasing to $1.61 billion last year from $1.69 billion in 2022.



Despite those challenges, Univision increased its ad revenue last year. In 2023, Univision's ad revenue increased 8 percent -- to $2.98 billion -- compared with ad revenue for the previous year.



Mr. Alegre has deep experience in Hispanic media. He was previously an executive at Google, including serving as the company's vice president of Latin America. Earlier in his career, Mr. Alegre was an executive at BMG Music, where he managed the company's Central American operations.



Like most traditional TV companies, TelevisaUnivision has struggled to increase profitability as cable and satellite providers become increasingly reluctant to pay ever-higher rates for programming. In July, the company said its profitability had dipped compared to the same period a year ago, in part because of a decrease in licensing fees.



The company recently 
announced
 that its most popular news anchor, Jorge Ramos, would be leaving the network. Mr. Ramos, a 40-year veteran of Univision, has been synonymous with the network, anchoring "Noticiero Univision," the company's flagship newscast. Mr. Ramos will stay at Univision through the U.S. presidential election in November.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/business/media/televisaunivision-wade-davis.html
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Tyson Faces Lawsuit Over Labeling of 'Climate-Smart' Beef



An environmental group said the company, a major food producer, was misleading shoppers with its claims about eco-friendly practices.




Brazen Beef, a new Tyson Foods brand with packaging that uses the language "climate friendly."




By Karen Zraick


Sep 18, 2024


A consumer-protection lawsuit filed Wednesday alleges that Tyson Foods is misleading consumers with claims about its efforts to curb greenhouse gas emissions.



Environmental Working Group, an advocacy group, accused the company of taking advantage of the "well-intentioned preferences" of shoppers by making false statements in marketing materials, like saying it was working toward "net-zero" emissions of greenhouse gases by 2050 and by advertising "climate-smart" beef.



Industrialized beef production, the lawsuit contends, will never be "climate-smart" because of the sheer volume of emissions produced in the process of raising cows on an industrial scale. It also argued that the company had shown no evidence of an effort to get to net-zero emissions, a term used by governments and companies to signal their climate goals.



"We are taking a stand to protect consumers and to demand transparency in an industry that significantly affects climate change," Caroline Leary of EWG said in a call with reporters on Wednesday.



Tyson, based in Springdale, Ark., declined to comment on the specifics of the lawsuit. A company statement pointed to its "long history of sustainable practices
 
that embrace good stewardship of our environmental resources."



According to its website, Tyson produces about 20 percent of the beef, pork and chicken in the United States, as well as other foods under brands like Jimmy Dean and Hillshire Farm, and is one of the world's largest food companies. The company detailed its plans to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 in 
a 2022 sustainability report
.



Being net-zero would mean not pumping any additional greenhouse gases into the atmosphere but that can get into complicated and often controversial accounting. For example it sometimes 
involves "offsets"
 that are essentially subtracted from a company's emissions. Offsets can include things like planting trees, using new carbon-removal technologies or getting "carbon credits" by investing in projects that reduce emissions elsewhere.



The lawsuit charges that the offsets to bring Tyson's emissions to zero would be "both unfathomable and unavailable" and asked the Superior Court of the District of Columbia to bar the company from making "false or misleading marketing claims."



Environmentalists have increasing 
taken aim
 at what they call "greenwashing" efforts by corporations to give an eco-friendly sheen to their products by attaching vague descriptors or slogans to them. In New York this year, Attorney General Letitia James 
sued the Brazilian beef giant JBS USA
 over its climate claims, calling them deceptive, as the company was pursuing a listing on the New York Stock Exchange.



In a statement at the time, JBS said it disagreed with the attorney general's allegations and said it would continue to work with farmers and others "to help feed a growing population while using fewer resources and reducing agriculture's environmental impact."



During the call on Wednesday, Carrie Apfel of the environmental law group Earthjustice, which is one of the firms representing the plaintiffs, pointed to the environmental toll that raising beef can take. Cows exhale methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, produce lots of waste and require room to graze, which has contributed to deforestation. Among the examples of misleading advertising cited in the lawsuit were the 
launch of a Tyson brand
 called Brazen Beef, which was touted as creating fewer emissions.



Tyson has faced several other challenges over the past year. A top executive who had served as chief sustainability officer, John Randal Tyson, 
was suspended
 from the company in June after he was charged with driving while intoxicated. The company said in August that Mr. Tyson remained on health-related leave and was 
being replaced
 as chief financial officer by Curt Calaway.



The company has also been 
under investigation
 by the federal Labor Department, along with Perdue Farms, into whether it relied on migrant children to clean slaughterhouses. The inquiry was spurred by a 
New York Times report
 on child labor in meatpacking plants. On Wednesday, a spokesman for the Labor Department confirmed that its Wage and Hour Division was investigating Tyson, but did not provide details. Tyson declined to comment on the personnel changes or the investigation.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/climate/tyson-beef-climate-lawsuit.html
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G.M. Electric Vehicles Gain Access to Tesla Chargers



After a delay of several months, General Motors said owners of its battery-powered models would now be able to use Tesla charging stations with adapters.




Cars from General Motors will join Ford and Rivian vehicles in gaining access to Tesla's fast-charging network, the largest such system in the country.




By Jack Ewing


Sep 18, 2024


Owners of electric cars and pickup trucks made by General Motors will be able to use Tesla's extensive charging network starting on Wednesday, a potential boost for slowing electric vehicle sales.



G.M. said it would begin selling adapters allowing owners of Chevrolet Bolts, GMC Hummers, Cadillac Lyriqs and other electric models from the company to charge at Tesla Supercharger stations.



Access to the network could encourage people to buy electric cars by alleviating fears about finding reliable places to charge them. Tesla's fast-charging network is the largest in the United States and is widely considered by analysts and drivers to be the most reliable.



With limited exceptions, those chargers were open only to Tesla cars until last year when the company, led by Elon Musk, agreed to allow access to other models. Virtually all manufacturers of electric vehicles have since agreed to switch to the charging technology developed by Tesla, which uses a proprietary plug.



G.M. had said its cars would be able to use Tesla chargers several months ago, but until Wednesday, only the owners of Ford and Rivian vehicles had gained access to the network. Cars from other automakers like Hyundai, BMW and Mercedes-Benz are expected to be next, though the timing is unclear. Tesla did not respond to a request for comment.



A 
shortage of adapters
 has also limited the number of drivers who can use the system. The adapters are an interim solution until other automakers begin manufacturing cars designed to accept the plugs used by Teslas.



The delays in gaining access to Tesla's chargers have raised questions about whether other automakers erred by agreeing to switch to the company's network, making them dependent on Mr. Musk, who is known for impulsive decision making. The company manufactures adapters at a factory in Buffalo, N.Y., but was not producing them fast enough to meet demand.



G.M. said on Wednesday that it would buy adapters from several suppliers, rather than relying solely on Tesla. G.M. will sell the adapters for $225, in contrast to Ford and Rivian, which are buying them from Tesla and offering them to their customers at no cost. Drivers in the United States will get the adapters first, followed by Canadian customers later this year.



One factor probably contributing to delays was Mr. Musk's decision in April to dismiss nearly all of the 500 Tesla employees responsible for the Supercharger network. The company's construction of new chargers plunged afterward, but it surged again in August after some of the fired employees were rehired.



Tesla installed 617 new fast-charging ports last month, more than all other charging companies combined, according to EVAdoption, a research firm. Still, installations are down about 10 percent from 2023. A fast charger can replenish a depleted car battery in 20 minutes to an hour depending on the capabilities of the charger and the car.



G.M. said it was working with other partners to increase the amount of charging stations, which remains inadequate for the number of electric vehicles on the road.



"G.M.'s ongoing efforts to help accelerate the expansion of public charging infrastructure is an integral part of our commitment to an all-electric future," Wade Sheffer, vice president of G.M. Energy, said in a statement.



All electric vehicles manufactured by G.M. will be able to use the adapters, the company said, although some versions of the Chevrolet Bolt will need free software updates, which will require their owners to take them to a dealer.



Not all of Tesla's network will be open to other car brands. The adapters will work with about 18,000 Tesla fast-charging ports in the United States, about 60 percent of the total. Older, less powerful Tesla chargers will remain inaccessible.



Tesla began building charging stations more than a decade ago when they were a rarity. Exclusive access to the network was a major selling point for Tesla cars.



In recent years, companies like Electrify America and EVgo have built thousands of chargers that are open to cars from all automakers.



By opening its network, Tesla can make money from a larger pool of drivers. But the company also risks angering buyers of its cars who may now have to wait longer for chargers to open up because Tesla stations are being used by many more vehicles.



The growth rate of electric vehicle sales has slowed sharply recently, though the pace is still faster than for sales of gasoline-powered cars. Along with other carmakers, G.M. has cut back investment in manufacturing facilities for electric vehicles, but the company's executives have said they still expect electric cars to gain ground over time.
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Tupperware, Food Container Pioneer, Files for Bankruptcy



The once-mighty kitchenware company has struggled financially for years. It says the direct sales model that fueled its success has become a weakness.




Tupperware products, introduced in the 1940s, became synonymous with airtight, plastic food containers.




By John Yoon


Sep 18, 2024


Tupperware Brands, whose name became synonymous with plastic food containers in kitchens across America, filed for bankruptcy protection on Tuesday after struggling for years with declining sales and increasing competition.



The Tupperware brand was introduced in the 1940s by the chemist 
Earl Tupper
, who developed a clean and durable plastic to create airtight containers. They came to be 
sold globally
, propelled by a direct sales campaign called "
Tupperware parties
."



But the strengths of that model became "weaknesses," the company said in 
its Chapter 11 filing
, saying it failed to develop a diverse sales strategy, including for online shoppers. It also blamed a "challenging macroeconomic environment" over the last several years.



"In stark contrast to the early days of the company, nearly everyone now knows what Tupperware is, but fewer people know where to find it," Brian J. Fox, Tupperware's chief restructuring officer, wrote in the filing. Only in 2022 did the company set up a storefront on Amazon and start selling at Target, he added.



Tupperware said it would seek court approval to facilitate a sale and to keep operating during the bankruptcy case, which was filed in Delaware. In filings, Tupperware, along with certain subsidiaries, said that it had assets of about $680 million and debts of $1.2 billion.



The company, which is headquartered in Orlando, Fla., had raised concerns about its financial health for several years. It said in a recent 
regulatory
 document that it had begun facing financial headwinds and declining sales in 2019. It cited the Covid-19 lockdowns in China, the war in Ukraine, global supply chain disruptions and the rising price of resin, a chief raw material.



Tupperware 
said in June
 that it was closing its only remaining U.S. manufacturing plant, located in South Carolina, and laying off 148 employees there by January.



In its Chapter 11 filing, Tupperware said it had almost 5,500 employees in 41 countries, and more than 460,000 consultants around the world who sell its products as freelancers.
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Alaska Airlines Chief Plans More Routes After a Deal With Hawaiian



The airline's chief executive, Ben Minicucci, said in an interview that closing its acquisition of Hawaiian Airlines would allow it to expand, including on international routes.




"There was so much to like," Ben Minicucci, the chief executive officer of Alaska Airlines, said about the acquisition of Hawaiian Airlines.




By Niraj Chokshi


Sep 18, 2024


The chief executive of Alaska Airlines, Ben Minicucci, has big plans. Now, he has a second airline to help achieve them.



Alaska completed its acquisition of Hawaiian Airlines on Wednesday, the first major airline deal since 2016, when Alaska bought Virgin America. The purchase gives the airline access to more airports, planes and customers, which could accelerate Alaska's growth, including by adding larger, wide-body jets to its fleet that can fly longer distances.



"We saw the potential of us becoming a wide-body operator, being able to offer international flights, potentially in the future out of Seattle -- there was so much to like," Mr. Minicucci said in an interview with The New York Times before the deal closed. "This is something that makes sense for the future of Alaska."



Airline mergers are notoriously difficult and have often wreaked financial and operational havoc on the companies that have attempted them. The merger of United Airlines and Continental Airlines in 2010 
created problems for years
, disrupting flights and frustrating passengers and employees.



The industry is also quite consolidated. Four carriers dominate commercial aviation in the United States, and it's not clear whether the acquisition will help Alaska, which will remain the fifth-largest airline, to break through to the industry's big leagues, a feat only a few small airlines have managed.



"We remain cautious about medium-term execution risk," Savanthi Syth, an airline analyst at Raymond James, wrote in a research note about Alaska last month, citing concerns about economic conditions, weak earnings at Hawaiian Airlines and the complexity of merging the airlines.



Mr. Minicucci acknowledged the challenges his company faces, which include obtaining regulatory approval to operate as a single airline, the smooth combination of reservation systems and figuring out how to market and maintain seats on Hawaiian as a separate brand under Alaska's ownership. But he said that the company's experience absorbing Virgin gave him confidence.



"This is not our first rodeo," he said. "Most of the folks are still here at Alaska that did that integration, so all those lessons learned are still vivid in our minds."



Alaska's acquisition may be one of the last big airline mergers for a while because regulators have become more reluctant to allow big deals. This year, a federal judge sided with the Justice Department in blocking JetBlue Airways' purchase of Spirit Airlines, saying that the deal would reduce competition and hurt travelers.



The Alaska-Hawaiian deal was not challenged by the Justice Department, and it secured a crucial Transportation Department approval this week. The two airlines will run independently until they receive regulatory approval to combine under a single operating certificate, which can take more than a year.



The acquisition combines two airlines that are similar in how they operate, though they do so on complementary routes. Alaska Airlines has sizable operations in Alaska and is based in Seattle. It connects West Coast cities with the rest of the country. Hawaiian flies mainly from the island state to the rest of the country and to international destinations in and around the Pacific Ocean.



With Hawaiian, Alaska will now command nearly 8 percent of the U.S. commercial air travel market, less than half the share of the next-largest carrier, United Airlines, which has 16 percent, according to federal data.



The deal gives Alaska access to more skilled workers and planes, both of which are difficult to come by. Supply chain problems and high demand for planes mean that jets ordered today might not be delivered until the end of the decade or later.



"We had some ideas about what we want to do in the future, but there were external constraints," Mr. Minicucci said.



He said that Alaska, which for much of its history has flown mostly or only Boeing jets, may now use some of the larger Airbus planes that Hawaiian owns to fly longer routes. A mixed fleet could protect the company against problems that may arise with planes produced by either manufacturer, which have each faced supply chain problems in recent years.



"The fleet makes sense for Hawaiian, and in the future, it'll make sense for us," Mr. Minicucci said.



He also said that he was pleased with changes Boeing made since January, when a panel blew off one of the manufacturer's 737 Max 9 planes during an Alaska flight. No one was injured, but the episode raised widespread concern about the quality of Boeing's planes.



"They put a lot of effort in the last few months improving their quality systems, their production systems, and we've seen it," Mr. Minicucci said. "We have our own people on the floor, on the Boeing production floor, providing oversight. We do quarterly audits."



Alaska has received 11 new planes from Boeing this year, all of which have been highly reliable, Mr. Minicucci said. He added that he met with and had "a lot of confidence" in Boeing's new chief executive, Kelly Ortberg.
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Boeing to Begin Temporary Layoffs Because of Strike



The aerospace giant said it would temporarily lay off tens of thousands of employees to stem losses from a walkout by the machinists' union.




Boeing's losses from a strike by the machinists' union could reach billions of dollars.




By Niraj Chokshi


Sep 18, 2024


Boeing will start furloughing tens of thousands of employees in the coming days as it seeks to blunt the effects of a strike involving its largest union, the company said on Wednesday.



The strike, which began on Friday, has drastically slowed production of commercial airplanes because most of the union's more than 33,000 members work in manufacturing in the Seattle area. Boeing announced a series of 
cost-cutting measures
 this week to stem losses that could reach into the billions of dollars in a prolonged strike.



"With production paused across many key programs in the Pacific Northwest, our business faces substantial challenges and it is important that we take difficult steps to preserve cash and ensure that Boeing is able to successfully recover," the company's chief executive, Kelly Ortberg, said in a message to employees on Wednesday.



Mr. Ortberg joined Boeing last month, part of a management shuffle after a panel blew off one of the company's planes in flight this year, leading to a crisis for the company. In response, federal regulators limited Boeing's plane production and the company initiated a series of changes aimed at improving quality and safety.



Managers planned to meet with workers on Wednesday to review how the temporary furloughs, which Mr. Ortberg said would affect "a large number of U.S.-based executives, managers and employees," would play out. He also said that he and other company leaders would take a pay cut for the rest of the strike, though he did not say by how much.



Employees will continue to receive benefits. And, for some, the temporary furloughs will be cycled in, with workers taking one week off every four weeks, on a rolling basis. It was not immediately clear which workers would be affected by the furloughs. Engineers, who are represented by a chapter of the Society of Professional Engineering Employees in Aerospace, are still required to work during the strike.



"While this is a tough decision that impacts everybody, it is in an effort to preserve our long-term future and help us navigate through this very difficult time," Mr. Ortberg said in his message, adding that the company would "do all we can to limit this hardship."



Boeing announced on Monday that it would freeze hiring, limit travel and cut spending on a wide range of areas, including parts for planes made in the Seattle area. Despite the furloughs and cuts, the company said it is still prioritizing and protecting important functions, including safety, quality and customer support.



Boeing and the union, the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, 
resumed negotiations
 on Tuesday with the help of federal mediators. Union members last week resoundingly rejected the company's latest contract offer, with many saying that the proposed raises of 25 percent over four years and other provisions were insufficient to offset the cost of living and previous concessions on retirement benefits.



The contract would replace another that was negotiated in 2008 and extended multiple times. That contract came together only after a two-month strike that contributed to a revenue decline of more than $6 billion and a delay in delivering more than 100 airplanes that year, Boeing said in securities filings at the time.
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Guest Essay



Inflammation May Be the Root of Our Maladies








By Daniela J. Lamas


Sep 16, 2024


In the near future, the story of drugs like Ozempic may no longer be primarily about weight loss and diabetes. We now know that these drugs can reduce 
heart
 and 
kidney
 disease. They could very well slow the progression of 
dementia
. They might help women struggling with infertility to 
get pregnant
. They are even tied to 
lower mortality
 from Covid.



It's easy to attribute this to the dramatic weight loss provided by Ozempic and other drugs in its class, known as GLP-1 receptor agonists. But that isn't the whole story. Rather, the drugs' numerous benefits are pointing to an emerging cause of so much human disease: inflammation.



As a critical care doctor, I have long considered inflammation a necessary evil, the mechanism through which our bodies sound an alarm and protect us from threat. But a growing body of research complicates that understanding. Inflammation is not just a marker of underlying disease but also a driver of it. The more medicine learns about inflammation, the more we are learning about heart disease and memory loss. This should serve as a reminder of the delicate balance that exists in our bodies, of the fact that the same system that protects us can also cause harm.



Inflammation is the body's response to infection or injury. Our innate immune system -- the body's first line of defense against bacterial or viral intruders -- protects us by triggering an inflammatory response, a surge of proteins and hormones that fight infection and promote healing. Without that response, we would die of infectious disease in childhood.



But by the time we make it to our 50s and beyond, our innate immune system can become more of a hindrance as inflammation begins to take a toll on the body. Acute inflammation, which happens in response to an illness, for instance, is often something we can see -- an infected joint is swollen and red. But chronic inflammation is usually silent. Like high blood pressure, it's an invisible foe.



To understand what inflammation reveals about a person's health, it's important to know what's causing it. Sometimes inflammation is the body's reaction to something else -- smoking, for instance, or obesity. Chronic inflammatory disorders, such as rheumatoid arthritis, result in high levels of inflammatory markers in the blood. Viral infections like Covid also lead to inflammation, particularly in long Covid. But there is also what Paul Ridker, a cardiologist at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston, calls "low-grade silent inflammation," inflammation that is not clearly secondary to any underlying disease but is the consequence of the immune systems that keep us alive.



"No one feels this inflammation, the same way no one feels their cholesterol or blood pressure," he said. But it matters.



Dr. Ridker is one of the scientists credited with building a new understanding of inflammation, specifically how it can lead to heart disease. In the mid-1990s, he noticed many of his patients had suffered strokes and heart attacks despite having normal levels of cholesterol -- which was thought to be the primary cause of heart disease. He and his colleagues also noticed these patients had elevated markers of inflammation in their blood, and he began to wonder if the inflammation wasn't a side effect but actually came first.



To parse out cause and effect, chicken and egg, Dr. Ridker and his team analyzed blood samples from healthy men who had agreed to be tracked over time. Their findings "changed the whole game," Dr. Ridker said. Seemingly healthy people with elevated levels of inflammation went on to have heart attacks and strokes at much higher rates than their less inflamed counterparts. The inflammation indeed came first, meaning it wasn't only a consequence of heart disease but also a risk factor for developing it, such as high blood pressure or cholesterol.



GLP-1 drugs like Ozempic may tell a similar story. They 
also
 appear to lower heart disease deaths among people taking them who lose a huge percentage of their weight and those who lose significantly less.



Daniel Drucker, an obesity researcher at Mount Sinai Hospital in Toronto who was involved in the discovery of the new drugs, has received letters from people taking drugs for obesity who suddenly discovered that their painful rheumatoid arthritis is in remission, swelling and pain gone after years of suffering despite appropriate medication. These examples don't prove that decreasing inflammation is the reason, but it's a leading theory, Dr. Drucker told me.



There's also increasing evidence that inflammation affects dementia and, more broadly, aging itself. Our cells have pathways that they use to regenerate and repair themselves, and inflammation activates programs in the cells and tissues that take away that ability. Perhaps, some scientists wonder, if inflammation accelerates aging, drugs that can tamp down inflammation, including GLP-1s, can slow cognitive decline and shift the course of aging.



But currently there is no public health recommendation in the United States for primary care practitioners to measure markers of inflammation in all adults. Perhaps that will change. New 
research
 from Dr. Ridker and his team shows that a one-time measurement of a particular marker of inflammation may help predict the rate of stroke, heart attack and death from heart disease in women over the coming decades.



With all this, it's tempting to want to stamp out inflammation entirely. But that would not come without harm. The pathways involved in inflammation remain necessary to ward off infection. That's why patients with inflammatory diseases like rheumatoid arthritis and lupus who take immunosuppressive drugs are predisposed to infection. There is a complicated balancing act here. Inflammation worsens outcomes independent of the underlying medical condition that causes it. And yet, if one were to wipe out the immune system, we wouldn't be inflamed but we would die from sepsis.



We saw this at the bedsides of Covid-19 patients. It was clear early in treatment that the damage the virus wrought was because of both the virus itself and the body's powerful inflammatory response. As a result, in those desperate early months of the pandemic, without a robust body of evidence to guide us, we treated patients with high-dose steroids and potent medications aimed at suppressing the immune system. This worked by some metrics (and we still use steroids in some cases). The markers of inflammation fell. Fevers subsided and blood pressure stabilized. But anecdotally, we also saw bacterial infections flourish. I remember one patient treated with immune suppression and high-dose steroids for weeks upon weeks who ultimately survived Covid but died of a rare fungal infection, a consequence of immune suppression.



As with so much in medicine, the mechanism the body needs to stay healthy is the very same mechanism that can harm us. With our increasing knowledge of inflammation will come new treatments, new methods of monitoring, new understanding -- but we will not rid ourselves of inflammation entirely. We wouldn't want to. There is always a cost.



Daniela J. Lamas is a contributing Opinion writer and a pulmonary and critical-care physician at Brigham and Women's Hospital in Boston.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/16/opinion/inflammation-theory-of-disease.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Jamelle Bouie



Trump Knows What He's Doing in Springfield. So Does Vance.








By Jamelle Bouie


Sep 18, 2024


Where once Donald Trump attracted only the right-wing fringe of American politics, now he leads it. Where once he kept some distance from agitators and provocateurs like Laura Loomer, now they're at the center of his campaign. And where once he merely inspired extremists to act, now he points them directly at the objects of his rage.



Take Springfield, Ohio, where schools, colleges and municipal buildings have been shut down and community events canceled owing to bomb threats targeting the city's Haitian community. Those threats come as Trump -- and his running mate, Senator JD Vance of Ohio -- smear the Haitians of Springfield with the lie that they're stealing and eating the pets of presumably native-born Americans. Vance, who was ostensibly elected to represent and aid the people of towns like Springfield, has been even more vicious than his boss, spreading the additional lie that Haitians have carried disease and disorder to Ohio.



Despite pleas from both the Republican mayor of Springfield and the Republican governor of Ohio, who called the story of the attacks on pets "a piece of garbage that was simply not true," neither Trump nor Vance is willing to end the rhetorical assault on the city's Haitian immigrants. If anything, they're unapologetic.



During a rally in Tucson, Ariz., on Thursday, for example, Trump expanded the lie even further. "Twenty thousand illegal Haitian immigrants have descended on a town of 58,000 people, destroying their way of life," Trump said. "Residents are reporting that the migrants are walking off with the town's geese. They're taking the geese. You know where the geese are, in the park. And even walking off with their pets."



When asked about the bomb threats, he dodged the question. "I don't know what happened with the bomb threats," Trump said. "I know that it's been taken over by illegal migrants and that's a terrible thing that happened. Springfield was this beautiful town and now they're going through hell."



The hell, of course, is of his own making.



As for Vance, who spearheaded this smear campaign when he amplified the claim on social media, he confessed to elevating rumors and lies to prove a political point. "If I have to create stories so that the American media actually pays attention to the suffering of the American people," Vance said on Sunday, "then that's what I'm going to do."



A more self-aware person would see that "the suffering of the American people" includes all of the people of Springfield, who are facing the ugly consequences of Trump's decision to make them a prop for his campaign. To him, their day-to-day lives are worth less than their symbolic value. This is why Trump wants to visit -- it's his chance to fan the flames, as well as fuel the fire for his own purposes.



There's something familiar in the spectacle of a caravan of far-right agitators descending on a small city to weaponize the tensions that surround inclusion, belonging and identity.



Seven years ago, a group of white supremacists marched through Charlottesville, Va., under the banner of "Unite the Right." On their first night, they held a torchlight rally on the front steps of the Rotunda at the University of Virginia, where they chanted slogans such as "You will not replace us." The next day, an even larger group of white supremacists and neo-Nazis rioted throughout the city's downtown. One of them drove a Dodge Challenger through a group of counterprotesters, killing a young activist, Heather Heyer, and injuring several other demonstrators.



In the wake of the attacks in Charlottesville, Trump 
gave three separate sets of remarks
. In the first, he criticized "this egregious display of hatred, bigotry and violence on many sides," a formulation that earned the scorn of Democrats and Republicans alike, who condemned it as an equivocating attempt to avoid the reality that the hatred, bigotry and violence on display in Charlottesville was perpetrated by one side -- and one side only. Facing up to this backlash, Trump gave another set of remarks in which he condemned the Unite the Right marchers. He followed up with an impromptu news conference at Trump Tower, where he made his infamous claim that there were "very fine people" on both sides of the incident. Although Trump now insists that 
he did nothing wrong
 with regard to the march and the violence, it was clear at the time that his response was an abdication of presidential duty.



"These people love me. These are my people," Trump said in 
a phone call to Paul Ryan after his initial remarks
. "I can't backstab the people who support me."



In spite of Trump's own words, you could -- if you were feeling generous -- make some distinction at the time between the former president and those who marched on Charlottesville. Trump did not publicly claim them, nor did he adopt their rhetoric, even if the connection between his rise and their boldness was clear and unmistakable.



Today, if you were to place the rhetoric of Unite the Right side by side with that of Trump's 2024 campaign, you would struggle to find a difference. Echoing the chants of "
blood and soil
" we heard in Charlottesville, the former president now 
tells audiences
 that immigrants are "poisoning the blood of our country." He calls his foes "vermin" and warns that "the threat from outside forces is far less sinister, dangerous and grave than the threat from within."



The reason Unite the Right marchers were screaming the slogan "you will not replace us" (and, intermittently, "Jews will not replace us") was their devotion to the idea of the so-called great replacement, the once-fringe conspiracy theory that liberals and their allies are importing immigrants into the United States to replace the white population. Now something like this is part of the Republican mainstream; Vance told Ohio voters 
two years ago
, during his campaign for Senate, that President Biden had opened the border, "with more illegal drugs and more Democrat voters pouring into this country." His tirades against Haitian immigrants are simply more of the same.



For the Trump campaign to descend on Springfield would be to recapitulate the dynamic that led to the events in Charlottesville. The difference, of course, is that then Trump was several places removed from the extremists who led the effort to "Unite the Right." Now he's the standard-bearer.



It is important to say that if presidential campaigns are a glimpse into presidential governance, then the Trump campaign's anti-Haitian agitation is a clear glimpse into how President Trump would behave and govern in a second term. One can imagine Trump spreading Springfield-esque lies from the Oval Office directly to the American public. One can imagine a Vice President Vance touring cities with new immigrant populations, attacking them with the same smears he's used to target the Haitian community of Springfield, spreading hate so that the public will accept the mass deportation of millions of immigrants. Trump, in fact, 
has already promised
 to start mass deportations in Springfield. "We're going to have the largest deportation in the history of our country," Trump said on Friday. "And we're going to start with Springfield and 
Aurora
."



Trump did not have a successful presidency. He failed to manage the pandemic. His permissive attitude toward authoritarian regimes emboldened figures like Vladimir Putin and Viktor Orban. His appointments to the federal judiciary left the basic rights of millions of people in shambles. His contempt for ordinary decency coarsened and corroded American civic life. He left both the nation and the world in worse shape. But for all of his failures as chief executive, Trump was an able rabble-rouser. He has a genuine talent for exploiting the worst passions of ordinary people. And Vance, his junior partner in that regard, appears to be a quick study.



I have little doubt that, given real power, Trump and Vance will fail as leaders. But that doesn't mean they won't succeed as demagogues.
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Nicholas Kristof



I Just Went to Darfur. Here Is What Shattered Me.








By Nicholas Kristof


Sep 19, 2024


When an Arab militia rampaged through Maryam Suleiman's village in the Darfur region of Sudan last year and lined up men and boys to massacre, the gunmen were blunt about their purpose.



"We don't want to see any Black people," a militia leader said, adding mockingly: "We don't even want to see black trash bags." To make his point, Maryam recalled, he shot a donkey because it was black.



Then the militia members executed men and boys who belonged to Black African ethnic groups, she said. "They shot my five brothers, one after the other," Maryam told me, describing how her youngest brother survived the first bullet and called out to her. Then a militia member shot him in the head and sneeringly asked her what she thought of that.



The militia tried to systematically kill all the males over 10, Maryam said, and also killed some younger ones. A 1-day-old boy was thrown to the ground and killed, and one male infant was thrown into a pond to drown, she said.



The gunmen then rounded up the women and girls in a corral to rape, she added. "They raped many, many girls," she recalled. One man tried to rape Maryam, she said, and when he failed he beat her. She was pregnant and suffered a miscarriage.



"You're slaves," Maryam quoted the militia members as saying. "There is no place for you Black people in Sudan." So Maryam fled to neighboring Chad and is one of more than 10 million Sudanese who have been forcibly displaced since a civil war began last year in the country and ignited pogroms against Black African ethnic groups like hers.




Maryam Suleiman wept as she recounted how a militia in Sudan attacked her village and killed her five brothers.




The atrocities underway near here are an echo of the Darfur genocide of two decades ago, with the additional complication of famine. But there's a crucial difference: At that time, world leaders, celebrities and university students vigorously protested the slaughter and joined forces to save hundreds of thousands of lives. Today, in contrast, the world is distracted and silent. So the impunity is allowing violence to go unchecked, which, in turn, is producing what may become the worst famine in half a century or more.



"It's beyond anything we've ever seen," Cindy McCain, the executive director of the United Nations World Food Program, told me. "It's catastrophic."



"Unless," she added, "we can get our job done."



World leaders will convene next week in New York for the annual United Nations General Assembly, but they have been mostly indifferent and are unlikely to get the job done. What's needed is far greater pressure to end the civil war between the Sudanese Armed Forces and the rival Arab militia, while pushing the warring parties to allow humanitarian access. All sides in the war are behaving irresponsibly, so more than half the people of Sudan -- 
25 million people
 -- have become acutely malnourished already. A famine was formally 
declared
 in one area in Sudan in the summer.



Timmo Gaasbeek, a disaster expert who has 
modeled the crisis
 for 
a research institute
 in the Netherlands, told me that he foresees 13 million people starving to death in Sudan by October 2025, with a margin of error of two million. Such a toll would make this one of the worst famines in world history and the worst since 
the great Chinese famine of 65 years ago
. By way of contrast, the famous Ukraine famine of the 1930s killed perhaps 
four million
 people, although estimates vary.



I can't verify that a cataclysm of that level is approaching. Warring parties blocked me from entering Sudanese areas they controlled, so I reported along the Chad-Sudan border. Arriving refugees described starvation but not yet mass mortality from malnutrition.



All I can say is that whether or not a cataclysmic famine is probable, it is a significant risk. Those in danger are people like Thuraya Muhammad, a slight 17-year-old orphan who told me how her world unraveled when the Rapid Support Forces, the same group that killed Maryam's five brothers, attacked her village and began burning homes and shooting men and boys.



"So many men were killed, like grains of sand," she told me.




When Thuraya Muhammad, an orphan because of Sudan's war, doesn't have enough food to feed her younger sister and brother, she gives them water to fill their stomachs.




After slaughtering the men in Thuraya's village, the militia raped many women and girls, she said. Thuraya's cousin, a woman of 20, was among those kidnapped by the militia and hasn't been seen since, she added.



Thuraya's father was murdered by the militia and her mother had died earlier, so at 16 she was now the head of the household. She led her younger brother and two younger sisters to safety by walking to the Chadian border town of Adre. Gunmen tried to rob them several times, but the family had nothing left to steal.



Now in a refugee camp in Chad, Thuraya works to feed her siblings. Like other refugees, she gets a monthly food allotment from the World Food Program that helps but is insufficient. She supports her family by seeking day jobs washing clothes or cleaning houses (for about 25 cents a day). When she finds work, she and her siblings eat; if not, they may go hungry.



When I dropped by their hut, Thuraya had been unable to find work that day. A friendly neighbor had given her a cup of coffee, but she hadn't eaten anything since the previous day -- and there was no prospect of dinner, either. If there is no food, Thuraya told me, she serves water to her siblings in place of dinner.



She wept.



Thuraya wasn't crying from her own pangs of hunger. Rather, tears tumbled silently down her cheeks out of shame at her inability to feed her brother and sisters.



"When there isn't enough food, I give it to my sisters and brothers," she told me, and her younger sister Fatima confirmed that. "I go hungry, or else my neighbors may call me over to eat with them."



"I'd rather my sisters and brother eat, because they cry when they go hungry," she said. "And I can't bear to hear them cry."



Fatima resists the favoritism and tries to give her sister back some food. But Thuraya won't take it and goes out, telling her brother and sisters to eat while she finds something for herself. They all know that in a refugee camp of about 200,000 hungry people, she will find nothing.



I'm hoping that Thuraya's fortitude might inspire President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, along with world leaders gathering at the United Nations, to summon a similar resolve to tackle slaughter and starvation in Sudan. Donor nations have contributed less than half the sum needed by U.N. agencies to ease Sudan's food crisis, and they have not insisted forcefully on either providing humanitarian access or on cutting off 
the flow of weapons
 that sustains the war.



Biden, who 20 years ago savaged President George W. Bush for not doing enough to stop the Darfur genocide, has provided aid and appointed a special envoy to push for peace talks but has 
said
 little about the current crisis. An American partner, the 
United Arab Emirates
, 
supplies weapons
 
to the militia
 that slaughtered and raped Thuraya's neighbors, yet Biden has not publicly demanded that the Emirates cut off that support for killers and rapists.



The upshot of this neglect is the risk not only of a horrendous famine but also of endless war, Sudan's fragmentation, enormous refugee flows and instability across the region.



So as world leaders at the U.N. General Assembly tuck into fine banquets next week to celebrate their humanitarianism, may they be awakened by thoughts of an orphan of Darfur who ignores her own hunger and divides scraps of bread among her brother and sisters.



Thuraya has no reason to feel ashamed that her siblings are hungry; the shame belongs to those who are powerful, well fed and blind.
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Guest Essay



Harris Supporters Are Feeling Pretty Good, but It's Not in the Bag








By Kristen Soltis Anderson


Sep 17, 2024


If you're a Kamala Harris supporter, you probably felt pretty good about last week. With Donald Trump's constant bait-taking during the debate and the endorsement by Taylor Swift, with less than two months until Election Day, on the surface, things have started to look like they're falling into place for a Harris win. On Friday, I was a guest on "Real Time With Bill Maher," and Mr. Maher, who has never been one to underestimate Mr. Trump's appeal, 
declared
 that he thinks it's finally over politically for the former president.



On the show, I disagreed. I still don't think any of us should feel confident that we know how this will go. Does Ms. Harris have fund-raising momentum? 
Yes
. Did she win last week's debate? According to post-debate polls, 
yes
. Did Ms. Swift direct a lot of potential voters to research how to register, presumably to vote for Ms. Harris? 
Yes
. Did J. Ann Selzer, the oracle of Iowa, just release a poll showing Mr. Trump ahead by only four points in the Hawkeye State? 
Yes
. So why am I holding off on joining the "it's over" chorus?



First, there's not a lot of evidence that the debate helped Ms. Harris's numbers in a meaningful way -- at least not yet. ABC News/Ipsos 
polling
 showed her with a six-point lead among likely voters before the debate and showed the same result after. Her margin in several averages of national polls hovers around two points, a margin that makes the possibility of an Electoral College-popular vote split 
reasonably likely
. (The analyst Nate Silver says the odds of such an outcome are around 
one in four
.)



And if you look at the polling averages from a 
variety
 of 
different
 
sources
, in the seven battleground states that receive the greatest attention, the race is extremely close. Mr. Trump tends to hold a negligible lead in some of the Sun Belt tossup states, as Ms. Harris does in Wisconsin and Michigan. Neither candidate leads by more than two points in any of those states. Pennsylvania, the biggest prize of them all, consistently shows a difference in the 
tenths
 of a percentage point.



The reality is that the debate may have done more to fire up or reassure Ms. Harris's existing supporters than to add new voters to her ranks in large numbers. While the ABC/Ipsos poll found that Ms. Harris's supporters back her more strongly than Mr. Trump's supporters back him, it also still found that nearly half (47 percent) of respondents think Ms. Harris is too liberal. It's of course better to have your side more energized than your opponent's, but an enthusiastic vote doesn't count more than 
a begrudging one
 so long as they both turn out.



Maybe the vibes are a leading indicator and the polls will catch up in the coming days. Or maybe the polls are simply missing something happening on the ground that is not being captured in the data. Either way, while Ms. Harris may be slightly favored at this point, the emphasis remains heavy on the "slightly."



Popular vote-wise, the race favors Ms. Harris. But in the states that are going to be decisive in the Electoral College, it remains either's race to win.



Odds and Ends



Swift results.
 While there is data suggesting an uptick in voter registrations immediately following Ms. Swift's endorsement, there is mixed evidence among voters as to whether it actually changed many minds. In the ABC/Ipsos poll 
only 6 percent
 said Ms. Swift's endorsement made them more likely to vote for Ms. Harris. (Then again, in a state where the difference is in the tenths-of-a-point range, even small things can be big things.)



Go left, young woman. 
The gender gap among 18- to 29-year-olds is real and growing. While men of all ages have not had a big shift in their overall ideological makeup over the last several years, young women are much more likely to embrace the "liberal" label, 
according to Gallup
.



Kristen Soltis Anderson, a contributing Opinion writer and Republican pollster, is the author of "The Selfie Vote: Where Millennials Are Leading America (and How Republicans Can Keep Up)."
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letters



'Get Off the Fence,' Bret Stephens


Sep 18, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
We Cannot Go On Like This
," by Gail Collins and Bret Stephens (The Conversation, Sept. 17):



Mr. Stephens's conundrum about whom he will be voting for on the surface sounds like the reasonable position of a conservative thinker. He says he's not voting for Donald Trump, but he continues to be less than convinced that Kamala Harris is the candidate he can vote for and gives a string of reasons for that.



Mr. Stephens is a journalist and must understand that in a tight race, the question is not about whether he can agree with the majority of Ms. Harris's positions. There are only two candidates; thus the real question is, Who is likely to do less harm to American democracy?



The answer here is clear, as I assume Mr. Stephens will agree. Unfortunately, with his hemming and hawing, he provides a publicly acceptable stance for people to withhold their vote for whatever reason: They cannot vote for a woman, or a Democrat or someone who hasn't proven herself (huh?). And every vote withheld from Kamala Harris turns into a vote for Donald Trump.



That's the mathematics. Time to get off the fence, Mr. Stephens, and do your part as a public influencer to save democracy in America!



Urs-Rainer von Arx
New York



To the Editor:



Re "
Kamala Harris Hasn't Yet Earned My Vote
," by Bret Stephens (column, Sept. 18):



Mr. Stephens proposed several policy questions that he would like to see asked of Kamala Harris. All were valid and substantive, worthy of being proposed. What he left out is proposing that they also be asked of Donald Trump.



If Mr. Trump has worthwhile answers to them we should be told. So far Mr. Trump has spent his energies promoting false claims, repeating and even exaggerating internet lies, and hurling insults, none of which address substantive issues that the next president will face.



Ben Zuckerman
Philadelphia



To the Editor:



Bret Stephens and reluctant Republicans don't have to love Kamala Harris to vote for her. Hundreds of well-known Republicans are voting for her to save our democracy. Most don't believe in some or all of her policies or agree with many of her stances on various things that affect Americans. But to be public about disavowing Donald Trump and then not getting on board with Ms. Harris is just arrogant, even if she is not as specific as you would like her to be on her policies.



If 
Dick Cheney
 and 
Judge Michael Luttig
 and other hard-core conservatives can publicly pledge their vote to Ms. Harris despite their differences with her, Mr. Stephens ought to be able to as well. I hope Mr. Stephens gets on board and can hold his nose while he votes for Ms. Harris.



Marian Lilley
Loveland, Colo.



Trump's 'Audacity' to Blame Democrats for Assassination Attempts




Former President Donald J. Trump during a campaign rally in Mosinee, Wis., earlier this month. Mr. Trump blamed Democrats' "inflammatory language" for motivating a gunman arrested at one of his golf courses on Sunday.




To the Editor:



Re "
'Inflammatory' Talk Provoked Attackers, Trump Says
" (news article, Sept. 17):



Donald Trump has the audacity to blame Democrats' "inflammatory language" for the recent assassination attempts? This from the man who attacks his "enemies" almost daily, most recently via blatant lies about Haitian immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, that have generated 
dozens of bomb threats
 in that city? From the man who encouraged the carnage of Jan. 6, 2021?



Mr. Trump has built his presidential campaigns on anger and hatred. He specializes in spreading lies in bold letters to use the resentment of his base to mount attacks against every aspect of our tradition of fair and free elections.



If he truly believes the blame he has lodged against Democratic candidates, he is alarmingly out of touch with reality and is certainly unfit for the presidency.



James G. Goodale
Fort Myers, Fla.



An Afghan Woman's Plea








To the Editor:



Re "
The Taliban Have Reached a New Low
," by Metra Mehran (Opinion guest essay, Sept. 12):



As a former Peace Corps volunteer in Afghanistan and current staff member of Afghan Girls Financial Assistance Fund, I find Ms. Mehran's plea for international support of Afghan women heart-rending.



Since the Taliban takeover, our organization has been overwhelmed with Afghan women seeking to obtain their visa to pursue an American education. Each faces a daunting process, culminating with a five-minute life-changing visa interview at a U.S. embassy. It is analogous to a parole hearing for an American woman sentenced to life in prison; if rejected, that woman returns to prison to complete her life sentence.



Two months ago I received this plea for "parole" from an Afghan woman: Zahra (not her real name) received admittance to a U.S. college only to be rejected at her visa interview. She now feared for her life.



Against her father's wishes, she had fled to Pakistan. Her Pakistani visa was expiring soon. After arrival in Pakistan she contacted her family, only to be shamed by her father:



"He called me and said, 'If you come back to Afghanistan, I will not allow you to live with me, and if I get the chance, I will kill you because you dishonored me between people.' He also blames my mother for letting me leave home, and he treats her very brutally. I cannot stop crying when I hear my mother crying over the phone."



Jonathan Greenburg
North Caldwell, N.J.



How I Teach the Bible




Oklahoma's state superintendent announced in June that every teacher in the state would be expected to teach the Bible.




To the Editor:



Re "
A Mandate on the Bible Is Unnerving Educators
" (news article, Sept. 17):



Next semester I will teach my "Bible and Myth" class at Niles West High School in Skokie, Ill., for the 30th (and final) time, and I am confident that I will again have no complaints about the approach I take to teaching the Bible in a public school.



There is much to say about what people mean when they say this text should be taught in schools, but I suggest that those who undertake this task begin as I do by explaining that the Bible can be taught as literature, history (in part) and theology, but that in this class we will not read the text theologically. To do so would require that we assume that the deity described in the Bible exists outside the text.



I also insist that in this class everything we know about God must come from the text and that for our purposes he is a character in a collection of stories. With this limitation in place, my students have focused on the exciting work of reading the text closely and offering interpretations as they would with any other text we study.



Blake Magnuson
Evanston, Ill.



Pressure on High School Students








To the Editor:



Re "
High Schoolers Need to Do Less So That They Can Do Better
," by Tim Donahue (Opinion guest essay, Sept. 13):



Mr. Donahue is right. We put too much pressure on teens to overload in order to compete for a spot in college.



But the overwhelming majority of excellent schools are not highly selective elite universities with minuscule acceptance rates. Their faculty are highly educated active scholars who care deeply about teaching and their students' success.



Parents, counselors and teachers can help students broaden their college search and consider factors other than single-digit acceptance rates and local bragging rights.



Michael J. Cripps
Kennebunk, Maine
The writer directs the School of Arts and Humanities at the University of New England.
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With Sandbags and Team Spirit, a Polish City Fought Off a Flood



Thousands of residents of Nysa, in southern Poland, formed a human chain overnight to pass each other sandbags, building a wall along a river embankment to keep the raging waters at bay.




Local residents pile up sandbags to protect the embankment of the Nysa Klodzka River against the floods in Nysa, southern Poland.




By Amelia Nierenberg and Anatol Magdziarz


Sep 17, 2024


The order to evacuate on Monday afternoon ripped through Nysa, a small Polish city, drenched after days of heavy rains. Some people helped older neighbors into cars as they headed for higher ground. Others raced to the roadside embankment to try to prevent the surging river from overflowing.



Together, thousands worked through the rainy night, passing sandbag after sandbag along a lengthy human chain -- including the city's professional men's volleyball team. By morning, the danger seemed to have passed and disaster had been averted, thanks in no small part to the heroic efforts of its inhabitants.



"Everything indicates that Nysa is saved," Kordian Kolbiarz, the mayor, wrote in a euphoric Facebook post on Tuesday. "Yesterday's 'chain' on the top of the embankment did its job!"



Nysa, near the Czech border, is just one community in Central Europe that has stared down the devastation of Storm Boris, 
which has been blamed for at least 20 deaths
 in recent days. Towns have flooded, bridges have been destroyed and dams have been breached. Thousands of people have been forced from their homes.



The rains have abated in parts of Poland, where at least seven people died during the storm, the Polish Press Agency reported on Tuesday. But parts of Italy were 
bracing for heavy rains
. Some public 
services and transit options remained interrupted
 in Budapest, the Hungarian capital on the Danube, which is swollen with rainwater.



In Nysa, the 42,000 residents had been preparing for days, despite reassurances from the authorities. Many remembered the 1997 floods that killed more than 
100 people
 in the region and displaced thousands of others.



Residents on Saturday had started filling sandbags and stacking them around vulnerable buildings, like the basilica. A hospital evacuated dozens of its most vulnerable patients on Sunday. On Monday, hours after Poland declared a natural disaster, Mr. Kolbiarz finally announced the evacuation. 




Residents of Lewin Brzeski, Poland, look at the flooding surrounding an apartment building near the Nysa Klodzka River, following heavy rainfalls on Sept. 17.




"We were getting ready for what people were calling 'the Armageddon,'" said Robert Prygiel, the president of the men's volleyball team. "We were waiting for the wave to come."



Mr. Prygiel had brought his players to his fourth-floor apartment to wait it out. But soon, they started seeing posts on social media that their neighbors were going to the river embankment to build a sandbag wall.



So the team, PSG Stal Nysa, decided around 7:30 p.m. to go, too.



"We are young, fit men -- well, at least the players in my team are young, fit men," said Mr. Prygiel, 48. "So we just got to work. We really wanted to fight for our Nysa."



Alongside thousands of other residents, the team loaded sandbags into private cars, which then ferried them toward the growing embankment. But soon, it got too wet for cars to drive safely. So the players joined a human chain, which he said was easily 500 meters long (or about 1,600 feet).



Their arms ached. Their backs ached. They were exhausted. "We just kept going," Mr. Prygiel said. "We did what had to be done."



Several residents spoke with thick emotion about the ways the community came together. 



They didn't wait to get ready, said Piotr Fitowski, who lives in the Nysa area.



"We were taking turns sleeping," said Mr. Fitowski, 34, who owns businesses in Nysa and is from the area. "The work never stopped."




Flood affected residents and a dog are evacuated from an area flooded by the Nysa Klodzka river, following heavy rainfalls, in Lewin Brzeski, Poland, September 17, 2024.




On Sunday, he waded through a torrent to rescue his dog, a German shepherd named Molly. Then, he picked up an older couple and their 13-year-old bulldog. The wife struggled to walk. So did the dog. As he was driving them, he heard that the bridges had been closed.



"I couldn't help this lady," Mr. Fitowski said, fighting to speak through tears. "I couldn't help this dog. I had this deep feeling of helplessness." (As it turned out, he got them to another bridge, where they were driven by others to safety.)



Medical staff were worried, too. As the residents were stacking sandbags on Sunday, a hospital evacuated about 30 patients, including pregnant women and people on ventilators, said Jacek Rydzek, the operations director of a neighboring heart clinic, the American Heart of Poland Group.



Mr. Rydzek also moved eight patients from his heart clinic to the upper floors of the hospital.



On Monday, he said, the hospital evacuated everyone. "We did all that we could to secure our patients," he said.



Residents -- many of whom have barely slept -- are just starting to realize how close they may have come to disaster. Many are also realizing how heroic their collective actions were.



"We were fighting for everything," Mr. Prygiel, the volleyball president, said, adding, "We were fighting for our friends, for our close ones, for our acquaintances. For Nysa."
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England Introduces Buffer Zones to Ban Protest Outside Abortion Clinics



"Safe access" zones outside clinics in England and Wales will make it illegal to harass anyone seeking medical services or working there, the British government said.




An anti-abortion demonstration outside Britain's Parliament in May. The new measures cover protests up to 500 feet from a clinic.




By Megan Specia


Sep 18, 2024


Protection zones will be introduced around abortion clinics in England and Wales from the end of October, the British government 
said on Wednesday
, in an effort to prevent the harassment of women using those services.



The new measures will prohibit protest within 150 meters -- nearly 500 feet -- of clinics or hospitals offering abortion services, and make it illegal to hand out anti-abortion leaflets in that buffer zone or block anyone from reaching a clinic. The penalty is an unlimited fine.



As legal access to abortion has been curtailed in several countries around the world, most notably after the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022
, abortion providers and academics in Britain say that protests at clinics in the country have 
increased
.



In England and Wales, abortion is permitted up to 24 weeks of pregnancy, must be approved by two doctors, and can only be carried out under the care of a licensed clinic or National Health Service hospital. An abortion can be carried out after that time only if the mother's life is at risk or if the fetus has a severe abnormality.



Jess Phillips, the minister for safeguarding, said in a statement that the buffer zones would combat "harassment, abuse and intimidation as people exercise their legal right to health care."



"The right to access abortion services is a fundamental right for women in this country, and no one should feel unsafe when they seek to access this," she said. "For too long abortion clinics have been without these vital protections, and this government is determined to do all we can do to make this country a safer place for women."



The new measures formed part of a law passed under the previous Conservative government, the Public Order Act 2023, following a vote in Parliament that received broad cross-party support.



They will make it illegal for "anyone to do anything that intentionally or recklessly influences someone's decision to use abortion services, obstructs them, or causes harassment or distress to someone using or working at these premises," according to the Home Office, the government department responsible for crime and policing.



It promised guidance for the police and prosecutors on how to enforce the law in the coming weeks, before the measures come into force.



The protections will bring England and Wales in line with other parts of the United Kingdom. Northern Ireland 
introduced a similar policy last year
, and Scotland 
recently passed legislation
 creating buffer zones around abortion clinics that comes into force later this month.



The British Pregnancy Advisory Service, a charity that provides reproductive health care services including abortion across Britain, has been campaigning for a decade for safe zones around clinics.



Heidi Stewart, its chief executive, said in a statement that the new measures 
"
can't come soon enough."



"For years our staff and the women we care for have endured anti-abortion fanatics standing outside clinics for hours on end, staring at them accessing or going to provide private medical care, stopping them outside and telling them that abortion is murder, handing out leaflets," she said, adding, "We and Parliament have been clear that none of this behavior is acceptable outside a medical service."



Catherine Robinson, a spokeswoman for Right To Life U.K., an anti-abortion charity, criticized the new protection zones, saying that the group's volunteers had provided "practical support" to women outside abortion clinics.



"The implementation of buffer zones next month will mean that vital practical support provided by volunteers outside abortion clinics, which helps to provide a genuine choice, and offers help to women who may be undergoing coercion, will be removed for women and many more lives will likely be lost to abortion," she said.



Louise McCudden, U.K. head of external affairs at MSI Reproductive Choices, a charity that provides contraception and abortion services, said some of its clinics' staff had witnessed a variety of harassment from anti-abortion activists.



"The behavior we've seen outside our clinics includes spitting, calling women 'murderers,' crying out 'Mummy! Mummy!' to women as they enter or leave, filming or taking photographs, and handing out false medical information," Ms. McCudden said in a statement.



The charity provides reproductive services in a number of countries around the world and Ms. McCudden noted that anti-abortion protests outside their clinics had spiked 
after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade
 in 2022, ending five decades of abortion rights in the United States.



"Whatever your personal views are on abortion, nobody should be harassed while accessing health care," she said.
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U.N. Sees 'Human Rights Abyss' in Myanmar as Military Kills Civilians



Three years after the military staged a coup, intensifying a civil war, civilians continue to pay the price, according to a coming United Nations report.




Soldiers from an armed insurgent group in Myanmar walked through a church damaged by the military in southern Karenni State in January.




By Nick Cumming-Bruce


Sep 18, 2024


Thousands of civilians in Myanmar have been "killed at the hands of the military," the United Nations said on Tuesday, including hundreds who have died from torture and neglect in the junta's prisons.



"Myanmar is plumbing the depths of a human rights abyss," James Rodehaver, the head of the U.N. human rights team monitoring the crisis, told journalists. He described a vacuum in the rule of law that was being filled by summary killings, torture and sexual violence.



The casualties attest to a chaotic 
civil war
 that escalated sharply after the military staged a coup in February 2021. Now, three years later, pro-democracy forces and ethnic militias are battling the junta's soldiers in a conflict that has displaced more than three million people and left close to 19 million in need of humanitarian aid, according to the U.N.



But the military's ferocious tactics, including an ongoing campaign of airstrikes and mass arrests, also reflect its shrinking hold. The military now controls less than 40 percent of the country and is constantly losing ground to armed opposition groups, Mr. Rodehaver said.



The military killed at least 2,414 civilians just between April 2023 and the end of this June, including 334 children, according to a report by the U.N. team monitoring Myanmar that it will present to the Human Rights Council next week. About half of those deaths occurred in military airstrikes or in artillery bombardments.



Another 759 people died in the junta's custody in that same time period, the U.N. report will say. And they are only a portion of those who have died in detention since the coup, according to the report. Military authorities have arrested around 27,400 people since February 2021, including some 9,000 people in the 15 months that the U.N. report covered.



Former detainees interviewed by the U.N. described "truly some of the most depraved behavior utilized as methods of torture," Mr. Rodehaver said. They reported being suspended from the ceiling without food or water; being beaten with batons, bamboo sticks, iron bars and electric cables; having fingernails pulled; suffering asphyxiation; and being burned with cigarette lighters and boiling water.



Men and women reported rape and sexual torture during interrogation, the U.N. said. 



Gen. Zaw Min Tun, the spokesman for Myanmar's junta, did not immediately answer phone calls seeking comment.



On average, four people have died in custody every day over the last three years, the U.N. said. "Many of these individuals have been verified as dying after being subjected to abusive interrogation, other ill-treatment in detention or denial of access to adequate health care," Liz Throssel, a spokeswoman for the U.N. human rights office, said.



Conditions in detention were "horrific," Mr. Rodehaver said, citing detainees' accounts of being forced to kneel or crawl on hard or sharp objects and "the introduction of animals such as snakes or insects or other wild animals in order to provoke fear and terror."



The country's conflict is one of the most violent ones tracked by the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project. At least 50,000 people have been killed since the coup, including at least 8,000 civilians, the group said earlier this year.



Myanmar's military created the crisis by "criminalizing nearly all forms of dissent against its attempts to rule the country," Mr. Rodehaver said, but the report also cited concerns over civilian deaths and other abuses carried out by opposition forces.



Armed opposition groups have carried out targeted killings of civilian administrators or people suspected of being military informants, the U.N. said, noting that it had received reports of 124 such killings in the central region of Myanmar in the first half of this year alone. Opposition groups' increased use of drones has also contributed to rising civilian casualties, and attacks by the anti-junta Arakan Army in Rakhine State have resulted in deaths of Rohingya Muslims.



When Volker Turk, the U.N. human rights chief, presents his office's findings to the Human Rights Council next week, he will recommend that the U.N. Security Council refer the crisis in Myanmar to the International Criminal Court.



Since 2019, the court has been investigating whether the organized killing and mass deportation of members of Myanmar's ethnic Rohingya minority to Bangladesh in 2016 and 2017 constitutes crimes against humanity and other crimes.



Hannah Beech
 contributed reporting.
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Russia Seizes Eastern Town as Ukraine Says It Hit a Big Ammunition Depot



The capture of Ukrainsk underscored Russia's steady advances in the Donetsk region. Ukraine is trying to counter with strikes on Russian military infrastructure.




Members of a special evacuation unit of Ukraine's national police talking with residents of Myrnohrad, in the eastern Donetsk region, this month. Russia has a long-held goal of seizing all of Donetsk.




By Constant Meheut


Sep 18, 2024


Ukraine said on Wednesday that it had hit a big Russian ammunition depot with drones, with videos showing fireballs lighting up the night sky. The attack came just hours after the Russian military claimed to have captured the town of Ukrainsk as Moscow continues a slow but steady advance in eastern Ukraine.



The capture of Ukrainsk, confirmed by geolocated battlefield footage 
analyzed by independent groups
, brings Russia one step closer to its long-held goal of seizing all of the eastern Donetsk region, which it already partly controls. Ukrainsk, once home to 10,000 residents, lies on the path to the city of Kurakhove, a defensive stronghold.



The capture of Ukrainsk and the Ukrainian drone strikes, which hit in the northwestern Russian town of Toropets, highlighted one of the main dynamics of the war in recent months: Russian forces 
are gaining ground in Ukraine
, and Kyiv is trying to disrupt that progress by 
hitting military bases
 and 
warehouses that are key to Russia's operations
.



Igor Rudenya, governor of the western Russian region of Tver, which includes Toropets, 
said in a statement
 that the town had been targeted by a "massive drone attack" but did not mention the ammunition depot. He said that wreckage from a destroyed Ukrainian drone had sparked a fire. He did not say what was burning, but the damage was significant enough that he ordered a partial evacuation of Toropets's residents.




A still from a video posted on social media of smoke and flames after a Ukrainian drone attack in Toropets, Russia, on Wednesday.




An official from the Ukrainian Security Services said that drones had hit a "large warehouse" in Toropets containing weapons such as Iskander missiles and guided bombs known as KABs. The claim could not be independently verified.



NASA satellites
 detected multiple fires in the area, which 
independent analysts
 monitoring open-source imagery said corresponded to the location of a big ammunition storage site. Toropets is nearly 300 miles north of Ukraine and the distance of the strike would be a testament to Kyiv's improved long-range drone capabilities.



Pasi Paroinen, an analyst for the Finland-based Black Bird Group, which analyzes satellite images and footage from the battlefield, said, "The depot did indeed blow up," though he added that it remained unclear whether that was the direct result of a Ukrainian strike.



Russia's Defense Ministry said that the country was 
attacked by dozens of Ukrainian drones
 overnight, adding that it had shot down 54 of them over different regions. The ministry did not mention the Tver region or the fires in Toropets in its report.



If confirmed, the Ukrainian attack would be the latest in a series of strikes on airfields, military factories and oil refineries in recent months, and would be a further attempt by Kyiv to undermine Russian military operations and disrupt Moscow's progress on the battlefield.



Since the early months of this year, Russian forces have made steady advances in eastern Ukraine, seizing cities, towns, and villages in often bloody battles. After Russia's push toward Pokrovsk, a strategic railway and road hub, 
stalled in recent days
, the Russian military has shifted its focus to the south of that area, toward Kurakhove.




The remains of a destroyed overpass south of the city of Pokrovsk, in the Donetsk region. Russia has been pushing toward Pokrovsk, a strategic railway and road hub in eastern Ukraine.




The Ukrainian General Staff
 reported on Wednesday 49 Russian assaults around Kurakhove over the past day. The 46th Airmobile Brigade of Ukraine 
said on Thursday
 that Russia had launched four waves of attacks toward the city, involving a total of 46 military vehicles, including tanks. The brigade said that the attacks had been repelled.



The recent capture of Ukrainsk, which Ukraine did not comment on, could facilitate Russia's approach to Kurakhove from the north. Russian troops have also been advancing from the east in a pincer movement, tightening pressure on the city. In the spring, Ukrainian forces 
built a network of trenches and anti-tank ditches
 around Kurakhove, anticipating future assaults after losing nearby towns.



Maria Varenikova
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/world/europe/ukraine-russia-strikes.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Ukraine-Russia War Updates: Moscow Hits Back in Kursk as Air War Heats Up



Moscow's troops have retaken a few villages in a border area that Kyiv's forces invaded last month and are also advancing steadily in eastern Ukraine.




Ukrainian soldiers on the move in an armored vehicle in the Donetsk region on Sunday.




By Constant Meheut and Haley Willis


Sep 17, 2024


A month and a half into its 
offensive into Russia's western Kursk region
, the Ukrainian Army faces difficult decisions over where best to commit its limited forces.



Moscow's troops have begun counterattacking in the area
, reclaiming a few villages and threatening Ukraine's ability to hold onto the territory it has seized. At the same time, Russian soldiers in Ukraine have continued advancing on other parts of the front there, which Kyiv had hoped to stabilize by prompting a diversion of Russian units back home to defend Kursk.



Ukraine and Russia are also engaged in air assaults, targeting each other's military bases and energy infrastructure as each side tries to degrade the other's capacity to sustain the war effort. In addition, Russia continues to regularly hit civilian areas in devastating attacks that cause frequent casualties.



Here's a closer look at the current situation on the battlefield.



Russia has begun to counterattack in Kursk.



In the past few weeks, the front line had been somewhat stable in the Kursk region, which Ukraine first invaded on Aug. 6. As Moscow sent in more troops to reinforce its defenses in the area -- as many as 30,000, according to Ukrainian officials -- the Ukrainian advance largely stopped and Kyiv has moved to fortify its positions along the more than 500 square miles of territory that it controlled.



But the front line has moved again in the past few days, after Moscow 
began a concerted counterattack
 last week in the area. 
Maps of the battlefield
 compiled by independent groups based on satellite images and battlefield footage show that Russian troops have regained some territory around the bulge of land seized by Ukraine.



In particular, Russian forces have driven a small wedge into the western edge of the Ukrainian bulge, recapturing at least one village, Snagost, and several other settlements. Videos posted on social media and verified by The New York Times showed Russian troops 
raising the Russian flag in Snagost
 and 
moving freely through and clearing homes
 in Krasnooktyabr'skoe, a nearby settlement.



On Monday, the Russian authorities ordered the evacuation of civilians from two districts directly west of that area, suggesting plans for a counterassault there.




A Ukrainian military vehicle passing by a destroyed Russian border post near Sumy, Ukraine, this month.




Ukrainian forces, too, have been on the move in recent days, pushing through another section of the border near the settlement of Novyi Put', to the southwest of the main area of the Russian counterattack.



Verified videos posted on Thursday showed a Ukrainian engineering vehicle plowing through fortifications along the border, allowing other Ukrainian military vehicles to pass through. The next day, videos showed Ukrainian forces advancing into Russia from the point where they breached the border toward Veseloe, a village about two miles from the border.



Analysts say this may be an attempt to hamper the Russian counterattack by opening a new front on its flank, but it remains unclear whether Ukrainian troops have held onto any territory there.



Kyrylo Sazonov, a Ukrainian soldier fighting in the Kursk region, said the situation on the battlefield was shifting by the hour.



"By the time we discuss an event, the situation has likely already changed," he 
told Ukrainian television
 on Sunday. "There's no fixed line of contact here. For instance, some of our troops moved in with mortars to support others but walked into an ambush from three sides."



"Both our side and the Russians are acting unpredictably," he added.



Ukrainian troops are on the backfoot in the east.



Gen. Oleksandr Syrskyi
, Ukraine's top general, 
said
 last month that one goal of Ukraine's cross-border assault into Kursk was to compel Moscow to divert troops from the front line in Ukraine to reinforce its own border region, thus relieving pressure on Kyiv's troops fighting in Ukraine.



But so far, Russia has withdrawn only a limited number of experienced units from the Ukrainian battlefield, according to military analysts and Western officials.



Instead, it has sought to defend its territory and launch counterattacks with combat units largely drawn from within Russia, keeping the bulk of its forces in Ukraine to press ahead with assaults, particularly in the eastern Donetsk region, which Moscow already partly controls.




Members of Ukraine's 79th Air Assault Brigade firing a howitzer toward Russian positions in the Pokrovsk region.




That has been particularly true near 
Pokrovsk
, a strategic eastern Ukrainian city that 
Russian forces have been steadily closing in on
 in the past few weeks despite Ukraine's own offensive into Russia.



Russian forces are now about five miles from Pokrovsk, which is an important railway hub for the Ukrainian Army. It also sits on a key road linking several cities that form a defensive arc, protecting the part of the Donetsk region still held by Ukraine.



With water and electricity supplies cut off in Pokrovsk as the fighting gets closer, the local authorities have urged residents to evacuate immediately. The city's population has now dwindled to 16,000 from about 62,000 in early August, according to the local authorities.



Russian advances toward Pokrovsk have slowed somewhat recently as Moscow's troops try to break through the main Ukrainian defensive lines protecting the city. Emil Kastehelmi, an analyst from the Finland-based Black Bird Group, said those consisted of a network of trenches, anti-tank obstacles and troops on favorable terrain.




Members of the Ukrainian national police helped a woman evacuate from the town of Myrnohrad in the Pokrovsk region this month.




At the same time, as the Russian forces have run up against the Ukrainian defenses around Pokrovsk, they have advanced in an area farther south, toward the town of Kurakhove, from different sides.



"Russia will likely push aggressively as long as possible, as any significant gains in Donetsk have been very difficult to achieve quickly," Mr. Kastehelmi 
said
. "The window of opportunity is open, and they will try to exploit the recently appeared cracks in the Ukrainian defenses."



Air assaults have intensified.



Russia is pressing ahead with its air campaign against energy infrastructure in Ukraine, with the latest attack on Tuesday targeting power plants in the northeastern Sumy region, according to the local authorities. 
Ukraine's energy network has been so damaged by months of attacks
 that experts and officials have warned that power cuts will be unavoidable this winter.



Russia has also ramped up its air attacks on urban centers
 across Ukraine in recent weeks. Cities such as Kyiv, the capital, and 
Kharkiv
, Kryvyi Rih and Poltava have been targeted in often devastating air assaults that have hit apartment buildings and 
a military academy
.



Outgunned and outnumbered on the battlefield, the Ukrainian authorities have argued for months that one way to unsettle Russian military operations is to conduct airstrikes on military bases deep inside Russia, from where attacks are launched or prepared.



In recent weeks, Ukraine has hit oil refineries, power plants, airfields and military factories in an attempt to disrupt the logistics of the Russian military. Some attacks have also targeted urban centers, 
such as the Moscow area last week
.




A rescue worker with a man who survived a Russian missile strike at a department store in Kharkiv, Ukraine, this month.




The Ukrainian forces have so far used only homemade weapons, mostly drones, to conduct aerial attacks deep inside Russia. But they have pressed their allies to let them use Western-supplied long-range and more powerful missiles to target Russia more effectively.



"We have already explained to all our partners why Ukraine truly needs sufficient long-range capabilities," President Volodymyr Zelensky said in his 
nightly address on Sunday
.



President Biden and Prime Minister Keir Starmer of Britain 
discussed expanding Ukraine's long-range strike capabilities during a meeting at the White House on Friday
, but neither leader announced any policy changes after the meeting.
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Blinken Visits Egypt, but Skips a Stop in Israel



The secretary of state is making his 10th visit to the Middle East since the Oct. 7 attacks. Until now, he has met with officials in Israel each time.




Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken's decision not to visit Israel partly reflects a deadlock in efforts to strike a cease-fire deal in Gaza.




By Michael Crowley


Sep 18, 2024


Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken was in Egypt on Wednesday, making his 10th visit to the Middle East since the Oct. 7 Hamas attacks. But he has no plans to visit Israel before he departs on Thursday, even though his official plane could carry him there in about an hour.



It will be the first time since the Hamas attacks that Mr. Blinken has traveled to the region without stopping in Israel to see Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other senior officials.



U.S. officials gave no indication that 
the explosion of thousands of Hezbollah pagers across Lebanon
 on Tuesday, and more devices on Wednesday, would change Mr. Blinken's plans, despite U.S. concerns that a larger war between Israel and the Lebanon-based group could be near.



Mr. Blinken's decision not to visit Israel partly reflects a deadlock in efforts to strike a cease-fire deal in Gaza, one of President Biden's top priorities as his term winds down. U.S. officials are drawing up a new proposal they hope can bridge differences between Israel and Hamas to allow for a halt to the fighting, the release of hostages and an influx of humanitarian aid into Gaza.



But officials and analysts also said it was clear that Mr. Blinken's visits to Israel have had diminishing returns and may even be growing counterproductive.



After several recent meetings, Mr. Netanyahu has undermined or outright contradicted Mr. Blinken's public positions. That has raised questions in Washington and beyond about whether the Israeli leader is persuadable -- or even acting in good faith when he says he wants a cease-fire deal.



"Blinken skipping Israel is a reflection of the Biden administration's realization that trying to pressure Bibi is pointless," said Frank Lowenstein, a former special envoy for Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, referring to the prime minister by his nickname. "Bibi may tell us privately, 'OK, I want the cease-fire and to get the hostages' -- and then he goes out and says something entirely contradictory."



Mr. Lowenstein noted that the Hezbollah pagers exploded on Tuesday even as another Biden administration envoy, Amos Hochstein, was in Israel urging the government not to escalate its conflict with Hezbollah.



Mr. Netanyahu "really does not care what we say," Mr. Lowenstein added. "And it makes us look weak to have him publicly defy us at every opportunity."



Speaking to reporters in Cairo on Wednesday, Mr. Blinken did not directly respond to a question about why he was not traveling on to Israel, saying that his trip was focused on relations between the United States and Egypt.



Mr. Blinken added that Hamas and Israel had agreed on more than a dozen provisions of a U.S.-backed cease-fire deal, with just a few points outstanding. "The bottom line is this," he said. "Their resolution is less a question of substance and more a question of political will. And for both parties, it's important to demonstrate that political will to get this agreement concluded."



An Israeli official said there was no drama behind Mr. Blinken's decision not to visit, saying there was no need for meetings on the cease-fire talks given the current impasse, which the official blamed on Hamas. Matthew Miller, the State Department spokesman, similarly said on Tuesday that it would be "premature" for Mr. Blinken to visit Israel now, given that the revised U.S. proposal "is not ready to present to Israel at this point."



But the friction between Mr. Netanyahu's government and the Biden administration is clear.



Emerging from their last meetings in August, Mr. Blinken declared that the prime minister had assured him he supported a U.S.-backed framework to reach a cease-fire in Gaza.



Shortly after Mr. Blinken departed the country, however, the Israeli news media reported that Mr. Netanyahu had privately vowed that he would not comply with one of Hamas's key demands -- a complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from a strip of land along Gaza's border with Egypt known as the 
Philadelphi Corridor
 -- "regardless of the pressure to do so," according to one account.



"I told this to Blinken. Maybe I convinced him," Barak Ravid, an Israeli journalist based in Washington for Axios, 
quoted Mr. Netanyahu as telling the families of hostages held in Gaza
.



Mr. Netanyahu's office did not deny the report, and 
he recently told reporters
 something similar. "Gaza must be demilitarized," he said, "and this can only happen if the Philadelphi Corridor remains under firm control."



Mr. Miller said on Tuesday that the situation in Gaza, and the Philadelphi Corridor specifically, would be a topic of conversation in Cairo. Egypt has objected to the presence of Israeli troops so close to its border. "We have some discreet business to do with them," Mr. Miller said.



Even a softening of Egypt's position on Israel's presence in the Philadelphi Corridor is not likely to change Hamas's insistence that Israeli troops withdraw from the area, however.



"I think we're at a little bit of an inflection point in the whole diplomatic process," said Jeremy Ben-Ami, the president of the center-left Israel advocacy group J Street. Mr. Ben-Ami said that the United States and other countries "are taking a step back to reassess strategy, and I think the fact that he's not going to Israel is an indication that they don't have something actively to promote."



But Mr. Lowenstein noted that several of Mr. Blinken's recent trips had not gone well.



Days after Mr. Blinken visited Israel in June, for instance, Mr. Netanyahu 
released an English-language video
 in which he recounted telling his American guest that it was "inconceivable" that the United States had been "withholding weapons and ammunition" from Israel. Mr. Blinken had assured him that he was working to remove "bottlenecks" slowing such aid, Mr. Netanyahu said.



Asked about those comments, Mr. Blinken did not outright deny them -- but also implied that he had said no such thing. Mr. Blinken said that the Biden administration had delayed only one shipment of 2,000-pound bombs to Israel, as it had publicly announced, adding that "everything else is moving as it normally would move."



Privately, Biden officials were furious with Mr. Netanyahu and called his comments misleading.



In February, Mr. Blinken visited Israel and said that Mr. Netanyahu had "reaffirmed his commitment" to a cease-fire proposal then on the table. Speaking in Qatar a day later, Mr. Blinken told reporters that Hamas's response, while problematic, offered the basis for further negotiations. But Mr. Netanyahu quickly 
dismissed the group's position as "delusional
," before vowing to fight until Israel achieved "absolute victory" over Hamas.



Mr. Lowenstein noted that Mr. Netanyahu had taken several aggressive steps at critical moments that set back U.S. efforts to reach a cease-fire or prevent an escalated conflict in the region. They include the pager explosions and Israel's July 31 assassination of the Hamas political leader 
Ismail Haniyeh
 in Tehran.



The problem for Mr. Blinken and for Mr. Biden, Mr. Lowenstein said, is that the United States has no clear alternative to pushing a cease-fire plan that neither side really wants.



"We're really out there on the cease-fire," he said, "and at every turn Netanyahu has not only taken the opportunity to do the exact opposite of what we've asked him to do, but to say it very publicly."
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Device Explosions Are Latest Covert Attack Attributed to Israel



Israel is believed to have conducted a series of clandestine attacks on adversaries linked to Iran in recent years, sometimes using highly innovative tactics. Some have involved highly innovative tactics. 




Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, Iran's top nuclear scientist, was killed in 2020 by a truck-mounted machine gun attached to remote-controlled robot.




By Matthew Mpoke Bigg


Sep 18, 2024


The mass explosions of wireless devices across Lebanon this week appear to be the latest in a string of covert attacks in recent years believed to have been conducted by Israel against its enemies abroad.



The attacks -- including a series against Iran's nuclear program -- have embarrassed enemies and demonstrated Israel's prowess at using military technology in ways that suggest it can strike anywhere and at any time.



Hezbollah, an Iran-backed militia, has blamed Israel for 
the latest attack
s, in which explosive material hidden in pagers detonated remotely on Tuesday, killing at least 12 people and injuring thousands more. At least nine people were also killed and more than 300 others were wounded in a second wave of blasts involving walkie-talkies on Wednesday, according to the Lebanese health ministry,



The blasts appeared to cast a far wider net than other attacks, which frequently targeted individuals.



Israel has not claimed responsibility for this week's attacks, or for many other attacks that have been attributed to it. They include:



Attacks on Iran's nuclear program



A series of operations, including assassinations and sabotage, over the years have targeted senior leaders involved with Iran's nuclear program. These included the poisoning of a nuclear scientist in 2007 and the killing of another in 2010 by a remote-controlled bomb attached to a motorcycle. 



Between 2010 and 2012, four people with links to Iran's nuclear program were killed by hit men riding motorcycles. In one case, in 2010, an assassin attached a sticky bomb to a car door. In others, gunmen approached vehicles in the Iranian capital, Tehran, and fired through the window before speeding off. 



 



In November 2020, Iran's top nuclear scientist, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, was killed by gunshots fired from a truck-mounted machine gun that had been attached to a remote-controlled 
robotic apparatus
. Experts said the operation had taken months, and likely years, of planning. 



Cyber warfare and nuclear secrets



Starting in 2006, U.S. military and Israeli intelligence officials began a 
top-secret cyberwar program
 against Iran's nuclear enrichment program.



Israel's Dimona complex, the heart of its never-acknowledged nuclear arms program in the Negev desert, was used as a testing ground for the Stuxnet computer worm. The 
destructive program
 was eventually credited with wiping out roughly a fifth of Iran's nuclear centrifuges, which Tehran needs to produce a nuclear weapon.



In 2018, Israeli spies armed with torches broke into a warehouse in Tehran and seized a 
trove of documents
 about Iran's nuclear program. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel later used the documents to accuse Iran of lying for years about its 
efforts to build
 a nuclear weapon.



After Oct. 7



Since the Hamas-led attack on Israel last Oct. 7, Israel has conducted a series of assassinations of commanders of Iran's regional proxy forces, including Hamas and Hezbollah.



These attacks have come at the same time as Israel's wide-scale military offensive in Gaza, which health officials there say have killed more than 41,000 Palestinians. The United Nations, human rights groups and some governments have accused Israel of using disproportionate force in its war in Gaza against Hamas. Israel says its use of force is justified and legal.



In April, Israel 
bombed a building 
that was part of the Iranian Embassy complex in Damascus, Syria, killing seven people including a general who oversaw Iran's covert military operations in Syria and Lebanon. In response, Iran launched a missile and drone attack on Israel, the first time it had attempted to strike the country directly after a decadeslong shadow war.



In July, Israel assassinated a senior leader of Hezbollah, Fuad Shukr, in an 
airstrike on a house
 in the Lebanese capital, Beirut. Israel claimed responsibility for the killing, which it said was retaliation for an attack on the Israeli-controlled 
Golan Heights
 days earlier that had killed at least 12 people.



Hours later, the leader of Hamas' political office, Ismail Haniyeh, was killed by an explosive device hidden in a 
guesthouse in Tehran
 where he was staying after he had attended the inauguration of Iran's president. Iran vowed to retaliate for the attack, which it called a violation of its sovereignty. Israel did not confirm or deny involvement in that attack.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/world/middleeast/israel-hezbollah-pager-attacks-history.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




News Analysis



Israel's Pager Attack Was a Tactical Success Without a Strategic Goal, Analysts Say



By targeting so many pagers at the same time, Israel demonstrated technical prowess and partly restored the aura of its intelligence agencies. But its long-term intent is unclear.




Inspecting a car in which a pager exploded in Beirut on Tuesday.




By Patrick Kingsley


Sep 18, 2024


Israel's attack on pagers and other wireless devices belonging to Hezbollah was a tactical success that had no clear strategic effect, analysts say.



While it embarrassed Hezbollah and 
appeared to incapacitate many of its members
, the attack has so far not altered the military balance along the Israeli-Lebanese border, where more than 100,000 civilians on either side have been displaced by a low-intensity battle. Hezbollah and the Israeli military remained locked in the same pattern, exchanging missiles and artillery fire on Wednesday at a tempo in keeping with the daily skirmishes fought between the sides since October.



Although the attack on Tuesday was an eye-catching demonstration of Israel's technological prowess, Israel has not so far sought to capitalize on the confusion it sowed by initiating a decisive blow against Hezbollah and invading Lebanon. A second wave of blasts was heard across Lebanon on Wednesday, reportedly caused by exploding walkie-talkies and other devices, but the Israeli military did not appear to be preparing for an imminent ground invasion.



And if the pager attack impressed many Israelis, some of whom had criticized their government for failing to stop Hezbollah's strikes, their core frustration remained: Hezbollah is still entrenched on Israel's northern border, preventing tens of thousands of residents of northern Israel from returning home.



"This is an amazing tactical event," said Miri Eisin, a fellow at the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism, an Israel-based research organization.



"But not a single Hezbollah fighter is going to move because of this," said Ms. Eisin, a former senior intelligence officer. "Having amazing capabilities does not make a strategy."




Chaos hit hospitals around Beirut on Tuesday, including the American University of Beirut Medical Center, where many people wounded in the explosions were taken.




The intricacy of the attack has restored some of the prestige and aura that Israel's intelligence agencies lost on Oct. 7, when Hamas led a surprise attack on Israel that the Israeli military failed to predict or prepare for. Among Israelis, the devastation caused by Hamas's attack dented their trust in the military leadership, and it has since prompted the resignation of the military intelligence chief, as well as the head of its main signal intelligence agency.



Still, Israelis are divided over whether the attack was born of short-term opportunism or long-term forethought. Some believe that Israeli commanders feared that their Hezbollah counterparts had recently discovered Israel's ability to sabotage the pagers, prompting Israeli commanders to immediately blow them up or risk losing the capability forever.



Others say that Israel had a specific strategic intent. It may have hoped that the attack's brazenness and sophistication would ultimately make Hezbollah more amenable to a cease-fire in the coming weeks, if not immediately.



"The goal of the operation, if Israel was behind it, as Hezbollah claims, may have been to show Hezbollah that it will pay a very high price if it continues its attacks on Israel instead of reaching an agreement," said Maj. Gen. Amos Yadlin, a former head of Israel's military intelligence directorate.



Hezbollah began firing on Israel in early October in solidarity with Hamas, after its Palestinian ally raided southern Israel, prompting a large-scale Israeli counterattack on Gaza. Since then, Hezbollah has tied its fate to that of Hamas, vowing that it will not stop fighting until Israel withdraws from Gaza.



Given the connection, officials on either side of the border have hoped for months that a truce in Gaza would lead to a parallel agreement in Lebanon. American and French mediators, led by Amos Hochstein, a U.S. envoy, have shuttled between Beirut and Jerusalem, preparing the ground for a truce between Israel and Hezbollah in the event of a deal in Gaza.



The expectation was that the Hezbollah war would end without the need for a bigger Israeli attack on Lebanon, as long as a solution could be found in Gaza.



With negotiations over Gaza now at an impasse, the Israeli leadership faces rising domestic pressure to find another way of coercing Hezbollah to stand down.



As a result, the Israeli leadership has recently intensified its public focus on Hezbollah, with the country's defense minister, Yoav Gallant, warning this week that "military action" was "the only way" to end the conflict.



The pager attack appeared to make good on that warning. Analysts said it had been an attempt to persuade Hezbollah to disentangle its fate from that of Hamas and, in doing so, end the northern war without waiting for a resolution in the south.



"The point is to disconnect the war Hezbollah declared on Israel from the war with Hamas," General Yadlin said.




Burned motorbikes in July at a Golan Heights soccer field that was hit by a rocket fired from Lebanon. The attack, part of a back-and-forth over the border between Israel and Lebanon, killed 12 people.




The operation gives Mr. Hochstein "another tool to use when speaking with Hezbollah: 'You better reach an agreement, or you'll face more substantial and surprising attacks,'" General Yadlin added.



Some are more skeptical, arguing that Hezbollah is unlikely to change course, even if it has been degraded and disoriented by the attack.



Avi Issacharoff, an Israeli columnist, wrote in a commentary on Wednesday that the assault "will not prompt Hezbollah to stop its attacks on Israel's northern civilian communities, but to escalate them." Mr. Issacharoff added, "We appear to be in for days and possibly even weeks of escalating hostilities that might ultimately force the army to launch a ground operation, even as the army is still operating on the ground in Gaza and is still taking losses."



Hezbollah views itself as the most influential Iranian ally in the Middle East and would try to avoid creating the perception that it had abandoned Hamas, according to Sima Shine, a former senior officer in the Mossad, Israel's foreign intelligence agency.



"I don't see it happening," said Ms. Shine, an analyst at the Institute for National Security Studies, an Israeli research organization. "It is very important for them to be the head of all the proxies in the region, the one who gives direction to others, the one who trains others from time to time."



More generally, the attack also highlighted the dissonance between the discipline of Israel's intelligence agencies, which have the ability to plan operations months or even years ahead, and the messy short-term thinking of Israel's political leadership.



The attack followed days of reports in the Israeli news media about an intention by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to fire his defense minister, even as Mr. Gallant was overseeing the planned operation in Lebanon.



"This is a very strange situation," Ms. Shine said. It shows "such a gap between the politicians and the security establishment."



Gabby Sobelman
 and 
Rawan Sheikh Ahmad
 contributed reporting.
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Taiwan Company Tries to Distance Itself From Pagers Used in Lebanon Attack



The company, Gold Apollo, said it had not manufactured the devices, pointing to another company that it said was licensed to use its brand.




Workers at the Gold Apollo factory in Taipei, Taiwan, on Wednesday.




By Chris Buckley and Amy Chang Chien


Sep 18, 2024


Gold Apollo, a Taiwanese company that American and other officials named as 
the supplier
 of pagers used in attacks in Lebanon that killed at least 11 people, sought on Wednesday to distance itself from the devices.



American and other officials briefed on the attack had said that Israel had inserted explosive material into a shipment of pagers from Gold Apollo, in an apparently coordinated operation aimed at Hezbollah.



Gold Apollo denied that it had made the pagers, pointing instead at another manufacturer that it said had made that model of pager, using Gold Apollo's brand, as part of a licensing deal.



Explosive material that had been concealed inside a batch of the pagers detonated after they received a signal. Around 2,700 people were also injured by the attack.



But at Gold Apollo's office on the outskirts of Taipei on Wednesday, Hsu Ching-Kuang, the company's founder and president, said the pagers were made by another company. Gold Apollo later identified that company as B.A.C. Consulting, a firm it described as having an address in Budapest. 



Mr. Hsu said he had agreed about three years ago to let B.A.C. sell its own products using the Gold Apollo brand, which he said had a good reputation in the niche market.




Pagers at the factory.




"That product isn't ours. They just stick on our company brand," Mr. Hsu told journalists, adding that in return his company received a share of the profits. 



"We only provide brand trademark authorization and have no involvement in the design or manufacturing of this product," Gold Apollo said in a written statement. Even so, the Gold Apollo website 
displayed a picture of the pager model
 until the web page was taken down on Wednesday.






Some of the officials briefed on the operation had said that the pagers, which Hezbollah had ordered, had been tampered with before they reached Lebanon, and that most were Gold Apollo's AR924 model, though three other Gold Apollo models were also included in the shipment.



In a separate statement, Gold Apollo said that the AR924 model was produced and sold by B.A.C., with which it had a "long-term partnership." "Our company only provides the brand trademark authorization and is not involved in the design or manufacturing of this product," the company said.



Efforts to contact B.A.C. and verify Gold Apollo's account were not immediately successful. 



Cristiana Barsony-Arcidiacono, who lists herself as the chief executive of B.A.C. Consulting on 
LinkedIn
, did not immediately respond to messages. "I don't make the pagers," 
she told NBC News
. "I am just the intermediate."



A top Hungarian official also tried to distance the country from what the explosions. "The company in question is a trading intermediary, with no manufacturing or operational site in Hungary, " Zoltan Kovacs, Hungary's secretary for international communication, said in a 
post on social media
. He added, "The referenced devices have never been in Hungary."



Tracing how and when the pagers were packed with explosive material could be complicated. Taiwan's sprawling consumer electronics industry is a complex supply chain of brands, manufacturers and agents.



Taiwan's Ministry of Economic Affairs, which oversees trade, said that its records showed "no direct exports to Lebanon" of such pagers from Gold Apollo. The company's pagers were mainly exported to Europe and North America, the ministry said. The company reviewed news reports and photographs and judged that the pagers had been modified only after being exported from Taiwan, the ministry said. The New York Times could not independently verify the assessment.



Mr. Hsu said that he had a longstanding relationship with B.A.C. before they struck the brand licensing deal. Looking back, he said, there was one "odd" incident with B.A.C., when a local Taiwanese bank had delayed a bank transfer from the company because the local bank had suspicions about it. Mr. Hsu said the transfer might have come from a bank in the Middle East. He did not say which country.



Amelia Nierenberg
 and Barnabas Heincz contributed reporting.
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How Colorado Cowboys and Conservationists Joined Forces to Stop Drilling



The members of a self-described ragtag group had little in common, but their campaign could serve as model for future environmental efforts.




The Bush administration started issuing oil and gas leases in the Thompson Divide area in the early 2000s in an effort to expand production on public lands.




By Zoe Rom
Photographs by Eli Imadali


Sep 18, 2024


The drilling leases in a pristine corner of Colorado seemed like a done deal. But then an unlikely alliance of cowboys and environmentalists emerged. And things changed.



The members of the group -- a self-described ragtag organization that included ranchers, cyclists and snowmobilers -- had little in common aside from a desire to protect the expanse, almost a quarter-million acres of public land known as the Thompson Divide. But they ultimately developed a novel legal strategy that helped win a 20-year pause on new oil and gas development across the area.



That strategy could serve as a model for future conservation efforts.



"It's an incredible story of how it all came together," said Zane Kessler, the founding executive director of the group, the Thompson Divide Coalition.



The area, in west-central Colorado, overlaps with part of the White River National Forest, one of the most visited national forests in the United States. The Thompson Divide is also home to endangered lynxes and to one of the expansive organisms in the world: the state's largest Aspen stand, a colony of trees connected by a lateral root system.



The Bush administration started issuing oil and gas leases in the area in the early 2000s in an effort to expand production on public lands. Roughly 80 leases were issued on the Thompson Divide, with dozens more in adjacent parcels of land.



"It happened incredibly quickly," said Peter Hart, who led the coalition's legal team. "And it happened at a time when it was the beginning of people developing skills and knowledge to engage in these processes and actually push back."




Peter Hart, legal director for Wilderness Workshop, a nonprofit environmental group in Carbondale, Colo.




Mr. Hart grew up in the Eagle Valley, a stretch of Western Colorado that's split by Interstate 70 and striated with ski runs around resorts like Vail or Beaver Creek, and he had always been aware of the conflicting interests that push and pull at Colorado's landscape: development and conservation.



He spent much of his youth exploring the backcountry hiking and skiing, eventually returning to the area as a ski instructor after college. But the satisfaction from his role guiding visitors down blue runs and from a few entry-level conservation jobs eventually faded, so he packed his bags for law school at the University of Denver.



After graduation, he went to work for the Wilderness Workshop, a nonprofit watchdog group based in Carbondale, Colo.



Around the same time the Bush administration was expanding access to public lands, and hydraulic fracturing technology was making drilling cheaper and easier in places where it previously would have been impractical.



The result was a drilling boom in Colorado, and Mr. Hart was assigned to a problem that had worried the Wilderness Workshop team for years: how to protect the Thompson Divide.



An earlier effort by conservationists to secure federal protection for lands in the area had failed, partly because of local opposition from snowmobilers and cyclists who wanted to continue to use the area, and partly because of existing drilling leases.



But Mr. Hart and his colleagues sensed broad opposition to oil and gas development in the area from a diverse range of interest groups, including farmers who wanted to protect grazing land and conservationists concerned about preserving pristine forests and alpine meadows.



With that in mind, they set out in search of a new legal approach.



"We needed to do something different" said Sloan Shoemaker, the founding executive director of the Wilderness Workshop. "How do we get all these different stakeholders involved?"



While Mr. Hart spent long work days poring over legal documents and researching potential legal strategies to protect the Divide, he would use almost every hour of free time exploring the area.



"I spent a lot of time in Thompson and got to know and love the place," he said.



He wasn't alone in his love of the area. In 2012, when the Thompson Divide Coalition was coming together, the group brought Mr. Hart aboard to take charge of legal strategy.



The coalition gained momentum, appearing at public meetings to provide comments and even staging an impromptu tractor parade down Main Street in Carbondale. "There was lots of local opposition and fear," Mr. Hart said. "And in that fear was an opportunity for us to unify against what everybody perceived as the greatest threat to this landscape."




Pads for oil and gas wells just outside the Divide.




Mr. Hart and others tried a strategy of buying back leases, but most leaseholders declined. "Their initial response was, 'We're glad that you sent us the offer, but let's get real,'" Mr. Hart said. "'We really think we're sitting on billions of dollars of gas.'"



But, in examining the leases for possible purchase, Mr. Hart and colleagues at the Wilderness Workshop, working with the Thompson Divide Coalition, realized that the federal government's haste to issue leases had left them with vulnerabilities.



"Peter was instrumental in helping us understand that the existing leases suffered from a number of legal deficiencies," Mr. Kessler said. "And so we really focused our efforts there, and that's where a more coordinated advocacy effort began."



For one thing, opportunities for public comment during the leasing process appeared to be inadequate, an apparent violation of the National Environmental Policy Act.



The technology that had driven the oil and gas boom, fracking, was also a source of weakness in the leases. According to Mr. Hart and his team, the administration had failed to properly analyze and account for the technology in the required environmental review process.



Legal questions about the leases led to administrative challenges, which eventually sent one leaseholder to federal court against the Bureau of Land Management.



Initially, conservationists had intended to sue the government, contending that some of the leases were invalid because of noncompliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. But the work that exposed the legal and administrative problems with the leases had effectively flipped the script: The leaseholders who had declined to sell were now eyeing the exits in light of potential legal complications and public discontent around drilling.




The Roaring Fork Youth Orchestra performed at a celebration in Carbondale after the Biden administration announced a 20-year pause on new oil and gas projects in the Divide. 





A pinata made from no-drilling protest signs at the Carbondale celebration.




In early 2023, when the Bureau of Land Management eventually opened up comments on the leasing program, more than 65,000 people submitted statements of support for stronger environmental protections.



Then, in April this year, the Biden administration 
announced the 20-year pause
 on new oil and gas development, with the goal of giving Congress time to pass legislation that would permanently protect the area.



Mr. Hart said he believed his group's work had actually influenced government policy. "I don't think those changes would have happened had it not been for the work of local communities and concerned citizens in places like the Thompson Divide," he said.



While Mr. Hart is proud of his work with the Wilderness Workshop and the Thompson Divide Coalition, he remains steadfast in his commitment to group effort.



"This campaign has done an extraordinary amount of good to right-size the value of public lands, the value of environmental values like historic cultural values on public lands that weren't getting adequate consideration in the old paradigm," he said.
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Sean Combs Must Stay in Jail Until Trial After Judge Rejects Appeal



The judge said Mr. Combs posed a risk of witness tampering and was a danger to the community while awaiting his sex trafficking and racketeering conspiracy trial.




A magistrate judge had originally denied Sean Combs bail, citing the prosecutors' accusations of witness tampering and the serious nature of the sex trafficking charge.




By Ben Sisario and Julia Jacobs


Sep 18, 2024


A federal judge on Wednesday ordered Sean Combs to remain in jail until his trial for sex trafficking and racketeering conspiracy, rejecting an appeal by the music mogul's lawyers requesting that he be released on bail.



Judge Andrew L. Carter Jr. said at a hearing in Lower Manhattan that Mr. Combs posed a risk of witness tampering and was a danger to the safety of the community. He rejected an unusual proposal from Mr. Combs's legal team in which he would have remained at his mansion in Florida, monitored around the clock by a private security force. The lawyers had offered a $50 million bond for his release.



Arguing that Mr. Combs was prone to violence, prosecutors spoke at length about a leaked surveillance video from 2016 in which 
he was seen physically assaulting Casandra Ventura
, his former girlfriend, who is known as Cassie. She 
filed a sexual assault lawsuit
 against him last year that 
was quickly settled
.



The judge said "that video is quite disturbing," after which Mr. Combs, seated between his lawyers, nodded several times.



Marc Agnifilo, one of Mr. Combs's lawyers, said his client should not be detained based on an assault from eight years ago that led him to go to rehab. "Mr. Combs has the unfortunate reality that the worst thing he ever did is on videotape," the lawyer said.



The government's concern that Mr. Combs might intimidate witnesses was a theme of the hearing.



"His influence makes it so difficult for witnesses to share their experiences and trust that the government can keep them safe from him," said Emily A. Johnson, one of the prosecutors.



After hearing the defense's proposal of security monitoring -- effectively a private version of house arrest -- the judge said that even under those terms Mr. Combs could still use employees to contact witnesses, perhaps even "through coded messages."



Announced by his lawyer as "Mr. Sean 'Love' Combs," the mogul wore a black T-shirt and sweatpants and listened closely, sometimes nodding to his lawyers to indicate his agreement with strict restrictions if released. Mr. Agnifilo tried to convince the judge of his client's good character, saying he was a religious man who watched a sermon each day and was an altar boy as a child -- a detail that caused the judge to scoff.



Mr. Agnifilo argued that if Mr. Combs remained incarcerated at the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn -- which he said would involve him living in a special housing unit -- the restrictions would make it difficult for them to properly prepare for trial.



"I'm going to do everything I can to move the case as quickly as possible," Mr. Agnifilo said outside the courthouse.



The hearing was an attempt by Mr. Combs's lawyers to reverse a decision by a magistrate judge at his 
arraignment on Tuesday
. That judge, Robyn F. Tarnofsky, also denied bail and ordered Mr. Combs detained, citing his history of substance abuse, prosecutors' accusations of witness tampering and the serious nature of the sex trafficking charge.



In appealing her decision to Judge Carter, the district judge, Mr. Combs's lawyers argued once again that he had been cooperating with the prosecutors' investigation for months, had voluntarily surrendered his passport and had paid off an $18 million mortgage on his house in Miami Beach so that the property could be used to secure the $50 million bond.



The defense also disputed the government's allegation that he had intimidated potential witnesses, saying that Mr. Combs had contacted people only to inform them that his counsel would be in touch to interview them. The government cited the example of Kalenna Harper, a performer who was in the group Diddy -- Dirty Money with Dawn Richard, who last week 
filed a lawsuit that accused Mr. Combs
 of groping and threatening her.



In the four days after Ms. Richard's suit was filed, the government said, Mr. Combs called or texted Ms. Harper 58 times; prosecutors called it an example of how he has tried to keep potential witnesses "in his pocket and at his disposal."



Agnifilo, a lawyer for Mr. Combs, called that contact "the furthest thing from witness obstruction I can think of," and noted that Ms. Harper made a statement on social media offering a different interpretation of events that she witnessed.



Anthony Capozzolo, a former federal prosecutor who represented a key figure in 
the Nxivm sex trafficking case against Keith Raniere
, said that in the case against Mr. Combs, the government seemed eager to keep him detained in part because there might be witnesses who would be more willing to speak with Mr. Combs in jail.



"The same thing happened in the Nxivm case," Mr. Capozzolo said. "Once he was locked up and people thought the air of invincibility was shattered, they were able to get even more witnesses."



Judge Carter's ruling on Wednesday means that Mr. Combs will 
return to the Metropolitan Detention Center
 in Brooklyn, a hulking concrete structure with about 1,200 inmates that for years has been plagued by accusations of poor conditions.



"Wherever he is, his resolve is the same. I believe he is innocent," Mr. Agnifilo said.



David Patton, a former executive director of Federal Defenders of New York, has tracked the problems at M.D.C., as the facility is known, for years, including violence, sexual assault, unsatisfactory medical care and a lack of consistent management. Wardens constantly cycle in and out, he said, rarely lasting more than about nine months.



"They are the worst conditions in the Bureau of Prisons system that I'm aware of," said Mr. Patton, who is now in private practice at the firm Hecker Fink in New York. "It's awful, it's a disgrace."



In a 15-page letter to Judge Carter requesting bail, Mr. Combs's lawyers called the M.D.C. "not fit for pre-trial detention" and cited recent reports of an inmate's murder and four suicides in the past three years.



In response to questions from The New York Times, a spokesman for the Bureau of Prisons said it "takes seriously our duty to protect the individuals entrusted in our custody," and that this year the bureau's director "appointed an urgent action team to take a holistic look at the challenges at M.D.C. Brooklyn," which included increasing the permanent staffing and addressing more than 700 backlogged maintenance requests.



According to a five-week rotating food menu circulated by the bureau, M.D.C. offers an assortment of meals like beef stew, chicken stir fry and hamburgers for lunch and dinner, with daily vegetarian options. For breakfast, coffee is offered on weekends only.
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Yale, Princeton and Duke Are Questioned Over Decline in Asian Students



The legal group that won a Supreme Court case that ended race-based college admissions suggested it might sue schools where the percentage of Asian students fell.




The Yale University campus. The group Students for Fair Admissions sent letters to Yale, Princeton and Duke on Tuesday.




By Anemona Hartocollis


Sep 17, 2024


The group that successfully sued Harvard to end affirmative action in university admissions last year is now threatening to investigate whether schools are complying with the new rules and to file lawsuits if it believes that they are not.



The group, Students for Fair Admissions, has focused on three universities -- Princeton, Yale and Duke -- where 
there were notable declines in Asian American enrollment
 this year compared with the last year, which the group said defied expectations.



On Tuesday, Students for Fair Admissions sent letters to the schools questioning whether they were complying with the rules laid out by the Supreme Court. Princeton, Duke and Yale also saw minor differences in Black and Hispanic enrollment in the first class of students admitted since the court struck down race-conscious admissions.



The group, a nonprofit that opposes race-based admissions and that represented Asian students in the lawsuit against Harvard, suggested that it was setting itself up as an enforcer of the new rules.



"Based on S.F.F.A.'s extensive experience, your racial numbers are not possible under true neutrality," the letters, signed by Edward Blum, the president of Students for Fair Admissions, said. It added: "You are now on notice. Preserve all potentially relevant documents and communications."



It was one of the first shots across the bow at universities struggling to comply with the court's order while maintaining a diverse student body, and a sign that the fight over race-conscious admissions did not end with the Supreme Court's decision. The threatening letters also gave universities -- which have been notoriously secretive about their admissions procedures -- even more incentive to be opaque.




Activists from Students for Fair Admissions outside the Supreme Court in Washington last year.




"I think the fight is now going to move away from policies to what is happening in admissions offices," said William Jacobson, a Cornell law professor and founder of the Equal Protection Project, a conservative nonprofit that has challenged diversity, equity and inclusion programs.



OiYan Poon, a researcher of college admissions systems and the author of "Asian American Is Not a Color," a book published in April about the affirmative action debate, said Mr. Blum had jumped the gun with his letters. Admissions numbers fluctuate, she said, and one year is too soon to draw conclusions.



"It's disappointing to see the same old intimidation tactics that Blum is using here to scare universities away from doing what they can to ensure that high-quality, talented students are given a shot," said Dr. Poon.



Among the variables shaping the current numbers is the jump in the percentage of students who chose not to check the boxes for race and ethnicity on their applications. At Princeton, for instance, that number rose to 7.7 percent this year from just 1.8 percent last year. At Duke it rose to 11 percent from 5 percent. Universities may not know whether the "unknown" number includes more white and Asian American students.



Universities have also tried to achieve more diversity by increasing the percentage of students on financial aid, to 71 percent from 66 percent at 
Princeton
.



"We have carefully adhered to the requirements set out by the Supreme Court," Jennifer Morrill, a spokeswoman for Princeton, said Tuesday. Yale and Duke did not provide immediate comment.



"It is deeply ironic that Mr. Blum now wants admissions numbers to move in lock step," said Oren Sellstrom, litigation director for Lawyers for Civil Rights in Boston, which has filed a complaint with the Department of Education against Harvard's legacy admissions policy, accusing it of favoring white applicants.



Asian American enrollment dropped to 29 percent from 35 percent at Duke; to 24 percent from 30 percent at Yale; and to 23.8 percent from 26 percent at Princeton. At the same time, Black enrollment rose to 13 percent from 12 percent at Duke; stayed at 14 percent at Yale; and dropped to 8.9 percent from 9 percent at Princeton.



In the court case, Harvard, supported by other universities, including Yale, Princeton and Duke, argued that considering race as one of many factors in an application was the best way to achieve diversity in college classes. The Supreme Court ruled that giving preferences to students based on race violated the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment and civil rights law.



To comply with the court's decision, colleges did not allow their admissions officers to see the boxes where applicants checked off their race or ethnicity until after students had been admitted, the waiting lists had been closed, and the students had actually enrolled.



But in one of the most enigmatic parts of its decision, the court allowed admissions officers to consider race if it came up in the student's personal essay as part of a narrative about something meaningful in the student's life.



In the letters sent out Tuesday, Students for Fair Admissions hinted that the essay was going to be a big part of its investigation into admissions procedures. It noted in the first paragraph of the letters that the court had warned against using essays to circumvent the new admissions rules.
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Rutgers President Announces Resignation After a Year Rocked by Protests



Jonathan Holloway was Rutgers' first Black president. He helped the university grow but also faced criticism and questioning in Congress over pro-Palestinian encampments on campus.




Jonathan Holloway, president of Rutgers University, second from left, testified during a House committee hearing in Washington in May.




By Sharon Otterman


Sep 17, 2024


Jonathan Holloway, the president of Rutgers University, will be stepping down at the end of this academic year, ending a turbulent five-year term in which he both strengthened the university and faced criticism and controversy.



Dr. Holloway, a historian of the African American experience who himself made history as Rutgers' first Black president, said in a message on Tuesday to the Rutgers community that he plans to take a sabbatical in the 2025-26 academic year to work on longstanding research projects. He will then return to teaching at Rutgers full time.



"This decision is my own and reflects my ruminations about how best to be of service," he said in the 
message
.



Dr. Holloway said he was proud of what Rutgers had achieved since July 2020, when he started his presidency. Rutgers' entering class this fall is the largest in its history. Its researchers received a record $970 million in grants this past year. And a new initiative Dr. Holloway championed has provided hundreds of students with paid internships in public service.



But there was also controversy. The school's athletic director, 
Pat Hobbs
, resigned suddenly in August, followed by 
news
 of an investigation into his conduct. There were allegations of verbal and emotional abuse of athletes in some of Rutgers' athletic programs, including on its 
gymnastics
 and 
softball
 teams.



A strike
 by thousands of unionized university workers in 2023, which ended after five days with the help of the New Jersey governor, Phil Murphy, was rancorous. Protesters supporting the unions gathered outside of Dr. Holloway's home, requiring campus police to post a squad car out front. He now has a police escort when he appears in public. He hadn't bargained, he said, for that level of rancor.



In an interview, Dr. Holloway said he had made a commitment to Rutgers' Board of Governors to fulfill his five-year contract. But when he took time to reflect this summer on what was next, he wondered whether the personal cost of the position "was just getting higher than I was comfortable spending, especially when I think of how this affected my family."



The stream of "no-win situations," he said, was unrelenting, and at times, the toxic nature of the criticism he faced impacted his and his family's security.



"We're living in an era where the first resort is righteousness instead of trying to figure out if someone else may be right," he said. "And that cuts across the political spectrum. That's not unique to Rutgers, but it is a real challenge when you're the head of a hundred thousand person community stretching across the state."



Dr. Holloway received a 
vote of no confidence
 from the university senate later in 2023 for how he handled the strike and other organizational moves, such as the merging of Rutgers' two medical schools.



Then, last semester, Dr. Holloway became the target of national criticism over his handling of pro-Palestinian demonstrations on campus. He brought a student encampment to a peaceful end in May by agreeing to some of the demands of protesters, including scholarships for some Palestinian students displaced by the war. He did not, however, agree to divest from Israel or cut ties with Israeli universities, the protesters' larger asks.



He was brought before Congress to testify about what Virginia Foxx, the Republican chair of the Committee on Education and the Workforce, called his "shocking concessions" to the protesters. He fared better in the grilling than some of the other college presidents, defending his university's response.



"We talked with Rutgers students," he told the committee. "They were not, as some have characterized them, terrorists; they were our students."



But that did not stop members of the committee from faulting him, underscoring the fraught position of university presidents trying to navigate the issue.



Of the seven college leaders who testified about antisemitism on campus before the House Committee on Education and the Workforce since the Oct. 7 attack on Israel, only two -- Presidents Michael Schill of Northwestern and Sally Kornbluth of M.I.T. -- have not announced their resignations. (The U.C.L.A. chancellor, Gene Block, had announced his retirement months before the hearing.)



On Tuesday, Representative Foxx called on Dr. Holloway to spend his last year "enacting policies to actually protect Jewish students and faculty" instead of "empowering antisemites and terrorist sympathizers."



Earlier this year, Dr. Holloway, 57, was a candidate to be president of Yale University, where he had been a professor and the dean of its undergraduate college. Instead, the post went to Maurie McInnis, who led Stony Brook University in New York.



Dr. Holloway said he had no immediate plans to seek any other leadership position and was looking forward to getting back to working on a book about race and history that's two-thirds done.



Amy Towers, chair of the Board of Governors of Rutgers, praised Dr. Holloway in a statement on Tuesday.



"Dr. Holloway's decision was his and his alone; we respect it and thank Dr. Holloway for his passion and service," she said.
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Far From Ohio, Haitian Americans Feel the Sting of Threats in Springfield



They charged Donald J. Trump and JD Vance, who spread baseless rumors that Haitians in an Ohio city were eating pets, with imperiling their community for political gain.




"It may seem like just politics," said Karl Racine, who served two terms as attorney general for the District of Columbia and immigrated to the United States from Haiti when he was 6. "But it's serious business, with the real possibility of violence."




By Miriam Jordan


Sep 18, 2024


Haitian Americans across the United States denounced former President Donald J. Trump and his running mate this week for trafficking in baseless, racially charged rumors about a Haitian community in Ohio.



In spreading debunked rumors about Haitian immigrants in Springfield abducting and eating household pets, Mr. Trump and others have stirred anger and put Haitians and many other people at risk, said Karl Racine, who served two terms as attorney general for the District of Columbia and immigrated to the United States from Haiti when he was 6.



"It may seem like just politics," Mr. Racine, 61, said. "But it's serious business, with the real possibility of violence."



Since Mr. Trump's remarks, which his campaign has also repeated, Springfield 
has received dozens of bomb threats
, many of them against schools and colleges, and in some cases specifically targeting Haitians. On Tuesday, state troopers were deployed at the city's schools to ensure that students were safe.



Mr. Racine, who made combating hate the focus of his term as president of the National Association of Attorneys General, said that he was "horrified" by the conduct of the Republican candidates. He said their vitriol "dehumanized and diminished" the immigrants of Springfield, Ohio, who have filled jobs and injected new energy into fading neighborhoods.



The United States is home to about 1.2 million people of Haitian heritage, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Since Haitians began arriving in the 1950s amid political upheaval in their homeland, many of them, and many of their U.S.-born children, have climbed the socioeconomic ladder and integrated into American society.



The number of Haitians entering the United States has soared in recent years. Hundreds of thousands have crossed the border or benefited from a Biden administration program that allows them to be admitted temporarily if they have a U.S. sponsor. Many newcomers take blue-collar jobs as home care aides, warehouse packers and factory workers, joining a Haitian diaspora that also includes physicians, entertainers, lawyers and professional athletes.



Markenzy Lapointe, a Haitian immigrant and former Marine, is the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of Florida and will oversee the federal prosecution of the man charged this week in connection with what the authorities say was an attempted assassination of Mr. Trump.



In Florida, which has some 440,000 people of Haitian ancestry, Haitian Americans serve in city and county commissions, the State Legislature and Congress. New York has the country's second-largest Haitian population, followed by the Boston area.



New enclaves have emerged in Alabama, Georgia, Indiana, Ohio and elsewhere as natural disasters, political turmoil and violence have fueled emigration in the last decade to South America and North America.




"We came to the United States seeking safety, and instead everything is crazy," said Stendley Dorisme, standing outside the salon he owns in Irvington, N.J.




Springfield, which sits between Columbus and Dayton, is one of those new enclaves. It has drawn thousands of Haitians, according to the local officials, lured by an abundance of jobs and a low cost of living. They have 
helped the economy grow
 and the population rebound. But the speed and volume of newcomers have also pushed up housing costs and strained clinics, schools and social services.



Senator JD Vance, Mr. Trump's running mate who grew up in Middletown, about 40 miles from Springfield, began highlighting the situation in July to criticize the Biden administration's border policies. He has been calling the Haitians illegal immigrants even though they have temporary legal status that allows them to live and work in the United States.



Last Monday, Mr. Vance 
wrote in a social media post
 viewed more than 11 million times that "reports now show that people have had their pets abducted and eaten by people who shouldn't be in this country."



Then during last week's presidential debate, Mr. Trump echoed the claim about the Haitians saying: "They're eating the dogs. The people that came in, they're eating the cats."



Jessie Woo, 34, a Haitian American television personality, said that the episode recalled another painful time for Haitians in the 1980s, when they were, as a nationality, designated as high risk for H.I.V., leading to widespread stigmatization of Haitians.



"We are seeing history repeating itself," said Ms. Woo, who is a comedian on the show "Wild 'n Out" and lives in Atlanta.



It was there, in March 2021, that a gunman killed eight people, 
six of them women of Asian descent
. The attack came as officials were tracking a rise in hate crimes against Asian Americans during the pandemic.



"The Haitian community is afraid," Ms. Woo said. "We can lose our lives. Racism can actually kill you."




An Ohio state trooper stood guard outside an elementary school in Springfield, Ohio, on Tuesday.




Ruthzee Louijeune, the president of the City Council in Boston and its first elected Haitian American member, said she tried to ignore the racist memes and xenophobic rhetoric that erupted on social media after Mr. Trump's debate remarks. But as misinformation spread, she felt compelled to speak up.



"These are lies that people have recanted, but Donald Trump and JD Vance are repeating them, knowing that they're spreading lies," said Ms. Louijeune, 38, who was raised in the heart of the city's Haitian community, and went on to attend Columbia University and Harvard Law School.



"It's disgusting, and it should make everyone livid," she said. "They're using racism to distract us because they do not have a plan for the American people."



In 2017, Mr. Trump told officials in a White House meeting that 
Haitian immigrants "all have AIDS."
 In 2018, he said that places like Haiti and Africa were 
"shithole
 countries." He has made immigration a core issue since his first run for president, and demeaning people from other countries has remained a staple of his campaign rhetoric.



"This isn't the first time, or the second or the third time," said Geralde Gabeau, the founder and director of the Immigrant Family Services Institute in Massachusetts. Whenever Mr. Trump is talking about Haiti, Dr. Gabeau said, "he wants it to disappear from the earth." 



Many Haitian Americans said that the recent attacks felt personal, even if they were aimed at immigrants in Ohio, far from where they live.



Mia Love, 47, who served as a Republican congresswoman from Utah, said that she was done with giving Mr. Trump the benefit of the doubt.




Thousands of Haitians have arrived in Springfield, and they have helped the economy grow. But the influx of newcomers has also pushed up housing costs and strained clinics, schools and social services.




"He has painted a picture of monsters eating cats and dogs," said Ms. Love, the daughter of Haitian immigrants.



Her mother had worked for 28 years in a nursing home in Connecticut, caring for people at the end of their lives. Her father had toiled long hours as a janitor.



Stendley Dorisme owns a salon on Springfield Avenue in Irvington, N.J., near Newark. The thoroughfare teems with Haitian-run businesses, including groceries, tattoo parlors, bakeries and restaurants.



Mr. Dorisme, 48, came to the United States as a teenager to escape political violence in Haiti, a place he no longer feels secure returning to. He's not sure he feels safe in his adopted home, either.



"If somebody says they're going to kill you here, you might as well stay home," he said, adding, "We're here to help the country grow, not break it down."



Handel Destinvil, 40, remembers how hard his mother worked as a garment worker and home health aide to give him a fair shot at the American dream.



"When Trump talks about Haitians, he's talking about real people," said Mr. Destinvil, a deputy state attorney general in New Jersey. "He's talking about family, he's talking about me."




Springfield Avenue in Irvington, N.J., near Newark, has many Haitian-run businesses.




The attacks are reminiscent of smears lodged against immigrants throughout U.S. history, said Reynold Verret, president of Xavier University of Louisiana.



"Immigrants have been treated unkindly and used politically as leverage before," said Mr. Verret, whose Haitian family settled in Brooklyn when he was 8.



"At the same time, people have been welcoming them, teaching them English and placing them in jobs," said Mr. Verret, a biochemist with a doctorate from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.



"I have faith that the better angels will triumph," he said.



Reporting was contributed by 
Amy Lynch
, 
Mark Bonamo
 and 
Jenna Russell
. 
Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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Harris Condemns Trump's 'Hateful' Claims About Springfield, Ohio



"This is exhausting, and it's harmful," Kamala Harris said during an interview. "And it's hateful, and grounded in some age-old stuff that we should not have the tolerance for."




Vice President Kamala Harris spoke on Tuesday in Philadelphia with three members of the National Association of Black Journalists. 




By Erica L. Green and Nicholas Nehamas


Sep 17, 2024


Vice President Kamala Harris said on Tuesday that former President Donald J. Trump's unfounded claims about Black migrants in an Ohio city were "hateful rhetoric" and "tropes" that had been "designed to divide us as a country."



"This is exhausting, and it's harmful," she said during an interview with Black journalists in Philadelphia. "And it's hateful, and grounded in some age-old stuff that we should not have the tolerance for."



She added, "It's got to stop."



Ms. Harris's remarks on Tuesday at a gathering of the National Association of Black Journalists were her most forceful yet about the Trump campaign's escalating attacks on migrants and communities of color, and her first time directly addressing the situation in Springfield, Ohio.



Bomb threats have 
shut down schools and government buildings
 in the city, after Mr. Trump 
said at the presidential debate
 last week that Haitian immigrants there were stealing and eating their neighbors' cats and dogs -- an accusation for which there is no evidence and which many Black Americans and Democrats condemned as racist.



Mr. Trump has continued to amplify the claims as he seeks to put immigration at the center of his White House bid. Senator JD Vance of Ohio, Mr. Trump's running mate, has also spread the debunked theories, 
saying
 on Sunday that he was willing "to create stories so that the American media actually pays attention."



In her interview, Ms. Harris laid out the city's distress, pointing to children who could not attend school and law enforcement officers who had been stretched thin. She said residents had enjoyed "productive" lives before people began "spewing lies that are grounded in tropes that are age-old."



"It's a crying shame," she said. "My heart breaks for this community."



Ms. Harris linked the growing tensions in the city to other racist political attacks by Mr. Trump, including the lie that he spread for years that Barack Obama was not a United States citizen.



Speaking two days after the second assassination attempt against Mr. Trump, the vice president mentioned her Republican rival by name just once during the roughly 45-minute interview.



On Sunday, as Mr. Trump played golf at his club in West Palm Beach, Fla., Secret Service agents opened fire on a man with a rifle who was hiding in bushes around the course, the authorities say. The man fled without firing a shot and was eventually arrested.



Since then, Mr. Trump has blamed Democrats like Ms. Harris and President Biden for the attempted violence, accusing them of "inflammatory language" in their warnings of the threat he poses to democracy. But at the same time, Mr. Trump, who has a long history of stoking political violence, has continued to use menacing language. He called the Democrats the "enemy from within" and "the real threat."



Ms. Harris used her Tuesday interview -- one of the 
few she has held with mainstream journalists
 since becoming the Democratic nominee -- to continue hammering home the contrast between her and Mr. Trump and presenting herself as shepherding in a new chapter for American politics.



As she spoke about Springfield, she explained that throughout her career as a prosecutor, she had understood that her words could "move markets." Holding an office like the presidency, she said, "means that you have been invested with trust to be responsible."



"We've got to say that you cannot be entrusted with standing behind the seal of the president of the United States of America engaging in that hateful rhetoric that, as usual, is designed to divide us as a country, is designed to have people pointing fingers at each other," she said.



Ms. Harris added, "It's designed to do that, and I think most people in our country, regardless of their race, are starting to see through this nonsense and to say, 'You know what, let's turn the page on this.'"



She said she had spoken with Mr. Trump earlier on Tuesday, checking in to make sure that he was OK and reiterating her sentiment that "there's no place for political violence in our country."



As 
the Secret Service faces heightened scrutiny
, she told the interviewers that she felt safe under the agency's protection but that many vulnerable Americans did not feel safe generally.



"You can go back to Ohio," she said. "Not everybody has Secret Service, and there are far too many people in our country right now who are not feeling safe."



Ms. Harris fielded a series of policy questions with answers that often echoed her stump speech. In response to a question about whether Americans were better off economically than they were four years ago, she pointed to the Biden administration's successes in reducing childhood poverty and lowering unemployment and prescription costs. She also elaborated on her proposed "opportunity economy," which she said would bolster the middle class with benefits like child-care tax credits.



She acknowledged, however, that Americans were still feeling the pain of inflation, citing high grocery costs.



The Trump campaign sought to jump on her remarks.



"Kamala Harris admitted today that she has failed Black Americans," Janiyah Thomas, the campaign's Black media director, posted on social media. "She told the NABJ that after three and half years of her failed policies, grocery prices are too high and the American Dream is unattainable for young Americans. We can't afford four more years of Kamala Harris. It's time to put President Trump back in the White House and restore economic prosperity."



Ms. Harris also sidestepped thornier direct questions about her stances on civil and human rights issues, like reparations for the descendants of enslaved people and the war in Gaza, that are particularly salient for Black, young and progressive voters.



Asked whether she would take executive action to create a commission to pay reparations, Ms. Harris said she believed the issue should be taken up by Congress.



"I'm not discounting the importance of any executive action, but ultimately Congress, because if you're going to talk about it in any substantial way, there will be hearings, there will be a level of public education and dialogue," she said.



Pressed on whether she would change the United States' policy toward Israel because of the Gaza conflict, Ms. Harris dodged the question three times, repeatedly pointing to a deal the Biden administration has struggled to broker between Israel and Hamas to institute a cease-fire in exchange for hostages held in Gaza.



"We need to get it done immediately," she said. "And that is my position. It is my policy. We need to get this deal done."



Ms. Harris's appearance at N.A.B.J. was highly anticipated. Mr. Trump had appeared before hundreds of the group's members in July, as part of its election-year tradition to invite presidential candidates to address its annual convention, and just weeks after he survived an assassination attempt at a rally in Butler, Pa.



He used the venue to 
question Ms. Harris's racial identity
, telling the room full of journalists that the vice president -- whose mother was Indian American, whose father is Black and who has always identified as a Black woman -- had "all of a sudden" become "a Black person."



During the interview, Mr. Trump repeatedly criticized a Black, female interviewer because she had opened the event with a question that included details about his past racist statements.



And he told the group of journalists that immigrants would come and take their jobs, while proclaiming that he had been "the best president for the Black population" since Abraham Lincoln.



Katie Rogers
 and 
Taylor Robinson
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/17/us/politics/harris-trump-haitian-migrants-pets.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Musk Super PAC Switches Field Plan Again in Arizona and Nevada



The pro-Trump group America PAC, which was founded by the billionaire Elon Musk, has cut ties with a canvassing firm in two battleground states, just seven weeks before Election Day.




Elon Musk has been intimately involved in America PAC's operation, with plans to donate as much as $180 million to back the Trump effort.




By Theodore Schleifer


Sep 18, 2024


With just seven weeks until Election Day, America PAC, one of the most ambitious, well-funded groups supporting former President Donald J. Trump's campaign, has switched up its ground game in Arizona and Nevada, two states pivotal to his re-election bid.



The super PAC, which was founded by the billionaire Elon Musk, has cut ties with the canvassing firm it hired to knock on hundreds of thousands of doors and turn out Republican voters. The super PAC's leadership decided in recent days to replace that firm, the September Group, according to three people with knowledge of the move.



The firm had about 300 paid canvassers combined working on behalf of America PAC in those states, according to two of the people. But the PAC felt the group was not reaching enough voters quickly enough, the people said. The PAC has increased the number of doors it hopes to hit, according to the third person, reflecting the group's belief that the switch will allow it to scale up and help Mr. Trump in the long run.



Arizona and Nevada are especially difficult for political canvassers working in the summer, given the daytime heat. The firm had knocked on about 250,000 doors in Arizona and about 150,000 doors in Nevada during its three-week engagement.



America PAC plans to try to rehire as many of the canvassers as possible, one of the people said, although it is unclear how many of them will stay under the new management. Some of the canvassers in Nevada, for instance, are already planning to work this week for a different candidate in the state, Sam Brown, the Republican candidate for Senate, said two of the people.



Still, there is precious little time before the election for these changes: Arizona begins early voting on Oct. 9, and Nevada voters can cast ballots as soon as Oct. 19. The super PAC has not been knocking on doors over the past few days in the two states, as the group tries to rebuild its field infrastructure there, two of the people said.




The Trump campaign is taking advantage of recent federal election guidance that allows it to coordinate much more closely with super PACs, and America PAC has been central to that strategy.




Both America PAC and the September Group declined to comment.



The move is significant because outside groups like Mr. Musk's are shouldering an unusual amount of work for the Trump cause. The Trump campaign is taking advantage of recent 
federal election guidance
 that allows it to coordinate much more closely with super PACs, and America PAC has been central to that strategy. Every tactical shift is being closely watched by Republican insiders, especially those who are concerned about the risks in Mr. Trump's voter turnout plan that depends on these outside groups.



This week's change follows a larger shake-up at the super PAC this summer, when America PAC 
jettisoned In Field Strategies
, which effectively ran the entire field campaign for the super PAC after receiving $21 million from the Musk group. After a lull of a few weeks, the super PAC hired new organizers and recently began spending big money again, disbursing $36 million on expenditures to help Republicans over the last month, according to federal filings.



Mr. Musk, the world's wealthiest person, has been intimately involved in the super PAC's operation, 
with plans to donate
 as much as $180 million to back the Trump effort. It is unclear what role he played in the decision in Arizona and Nevada, although his 
top aide
 visited the field operation in Nevada in recent days to get an up-close look at how it was faring, two of the people said.
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News Analysis



Trump Tries to Close Off a Chief Line of Attack: That He's a Danger to Democracy



Donald Trump has tried to link Democrats' charge that he poses a "threat to democracy" to threats on his life. Meanwhile, he has heightened his own attacks on his rivals.




"Their rhetoric is causing me to be shot at, when I am the one who is going to save the country," Mr. Trump said in an interview with Fox News Digital. 




By Lisa Lerer


Sep 18, 2024


For months, Donald J. Trump and his allies have described a nation facing almost unthinkable darkness.



The United States is under "under invasion" from "thousands and thousands and thousands of terrorists," Mr. Trump told thousands at a rally on Friday in Las Vegas. Babies are being "executed after birth." America faces the prospect of a "nuclear holocaust."



Three days later, after facing his second assassination attempt in two months, Mr. Trump raised what has become an all-too-common American problem: incendiary political speech. But not his -- that of his rivals.



"Their rhetoric is causing me to be shot at, when I am the one who is going to save the country," Mr. Trump said in an interview with Fox News Digital.



His remarks amount to a flip of a well-worn political script. For years, Democrats have argued that Mr. Trump's 
autocratic instincts
, his escalating 
threats to imprison those he sees as foes
, his efforts to overturn the last election he lost, and his refusals to 
commit to accepting the results of the next one
, render him a unique threat to America's founding ideals. Dire warnings of the dangers of another Trump presidency have been accompanied by an incitement to vote, and defeat the former president at the ballot box.



Now, as part of a continued effort to deny Democrats one of their chief lines of attack against him, Mr. Trump is seeking to blame his opponents for an increasingly volatile political climate that he himself has helped stoke.



"Because of this Communist Left Rhetoric, the bullets are flying, and it will only get worse!" 
Mr. Trump wrote
 in a social media post on Monday.



On Monday, Mr. Trump's campaign circulated quotes from President Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and other Democrats calling Mr. Trump "a threat" to democracy, fundamental freedoms and the nation. The list included the one perhaps most often cited by Republicans -- "It's time to put Trump in a bull's-eye" -- which was said by Mr. Biden. The president, after the first attempt on Mr. Trump's life, 
has said using that language
 was "a mistake."



The attack isn't new. Since the start of the campaign, Mr. Trump has argued that Democrats represent the true menace to democracy. He has accused Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris of weaponizing the legal system against him -- Mr. Trump 
has been indicted in four criminal cases
 and found guilty on 34 counts -- to portray those prosecutions as a political persecution.



At the same time, he has stood by his false claims that the 2020 election was stolen from him and has called for those arrested in connection with the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol -- an attack that he is accused of inciting -- to be released, casting them as "hostages" and "political prisoners."



Such methods are part of 
a signature playbook Mr. Trump returns to when he is accused of wrongdoing
: He accuses his opponent of the exact same thing.



"He projects. He says, 'Crazy Nancy' -- he is crazy," Representative Nancy Pelosi, the former House speaker, said at the University of Wisconsin on Monday. "He says, 'Crooked Hillary' -- he's crooked. Every adjective he uses is really about himself."



When Hillary Clinton, the 2016 Democratic nominee, called Mr. Trump a "puppet" for President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, Mr. Trump fired back: "You're the puppet."



After Mr. Biden's campaign called Mr. Trump a "lifelong racist," the former president retorted that it was Mr. Biden who was "a very nasty and vicious racist."



On the campaign trail in recent weeks, Mr. Trump has sought to turn a new Democratic line -- that Mr. Trump and his allies are "weird" -- against them. "We're not weird. They're weird," he said at the rally in Las Vegas.



And at the presidential debate last week, Mr. Trump responded to a charge that he would "weaponize" the Justice Department by attacking Ms. Harris for doing the same.



"They talk about democracy. I'm a 'threat to democracy.' They're the threat to democracy," he said.




Mr. Trump's campaign circulated quotes from President Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and other Democrats calling Mr. Trump "a threat" to democracy, fundamental freedoms and the nation. 




Such harsh attacks paired with an election waged on stakes that both sides say are urgent has helped foment a pervasive political climate of violence.



Threats, harassment and violence have affected lawmakers across the political spectrum -- from the shooting of Representative Steve Scalise at a congressional baseball game to an assault on Paul Pelosi, the husband of Ms. Pelosi, at their home -- along with election workers, judges and other officials. Last month, a Virginia man 
was charged
 with posting repeated death threats against Ms. Harris on social media in the days after she became the presumptive Democratic nominee for president.



About a quarter of sitting presidents have faced serious attempts on their lives, according to Matthew Dallek, a historian at George Washington University's College of Professional Studies, who is working on a book about failed presidential assassination attempts and political violence in the 20th century.



Yet, what's particularly unusual about the two attempts on Mr. Trump's life, said Mr. Dallek, is that they happened during a heated presidential campaign defined by a debate over the durability of the American project.



"The country feels like it is in danger of breaking down in a way that doesn't necessarily reflect other attempts on presidents' lives," he said. "In the middle of this increasingly charged presidential race we have a debate going on about who is responsible. Who is the real threat to democracy?"



The latest attempt on Mr. Trump's life came as he was golfing at one of his clubs in West Palm Beach, Fla., less than a week after a disappointing debate performance against Ms. Harris. On the stage, a visibly angry Mr. Trump promoted a false claim, also amplified by his running mate, Senator JD Vance of Ohio, that Haitian migrants in Springfield, Ohio, were eating pets. The accusations have put the town and the Haitian community there on edge, with local Republican officials struggling to calm fears amid a series of bomb threats.



Democrats called on Mr. Trump and his allies to stop pushing the falsehoods, with Mr. Biden saying the narrative was "simply wrong" and has "no place in America."



On Monday, Mr. Vance used the assassination attempt to deflect from Democratic denunciations over his own role in stoking fear in Springfield, calling on Democrats to tone down their rhetoric toward Mr. Trump and Republicans, while also ratcheting up his accusations that they bore responsibility for the two assassination attempts.



In a 1,200-word social media post Monday night, Mr. Vance accused Democrats of "censorship" and "moral blackmail," describing a world where conservatives are fighting against an elite, liberal American establishment that they believe is intent on silencing them by whatever means necessary.



"Reject censorship and you reject political violence," 
he wrote
. "The logic of censorship leads directly to one place, for there is only one way to permanently silence a human being: put a bullet in his brain." All of Democratic candidates, along with Mr. Biden, quickly condemned the attempt on Mr. Trump's life, saying that violence has no place in American politics.



Speaking to an association of Black journalists on Tuesday, Ms. Harris condemned political violence once again. But she saved her most forceful remarks for a denunciation of Mr. Trump's comments about the immigrants in Ohio, which she called "hateful" and rooted in racist tropes.



"When you are bestowed with a microphone that is that big, there is a profound responsibility that comes with that," she said. She added, "You cannot be entrusted with standing behind the seal of the president of the United States of America engaging in that hateful rhetoric that as usual is designed to divide us as a country."
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House Defeats Johnson's Spending Plan With Shutdown Looming



Both Republicans and Democrats opposed the stopgap funding bill, which was tied to new rules requiring proof of U.S. citizenship to register to vote.




Speaker Mike Johnson plunged ahead with a short-term spending plan on Wednesday, despite bipartisan opposition.




By Carl Hulse


Sep 18, 2024


The House on Wednesday defeated a $1.6 trillion stopgap spending bill to extend current government funding into March and impose new proof-of-citizenship requirements on voter registration, as Republicans and Democrats alike rejected Speaker Mike Johnson's proposal to avert a shutdown at the end of the month.



The bipartisan repudiation was entirely expected after several Republicans had made clear they would not back the spending plan and Democrats almost uniformly opposed the voting-registration proposal. The vote was 220 to 202, with 14 Republicans joining all but three Democrats in opposition. Two Republicans voted present.



Even with a Sept. 30 deadline approaching to fund the government, Mr. Johnson had 
pulled the plug on the vote last week
 as it became clear that his plan would not have the necessary support. But the speaker, under pressure from former President Donald J. Trump and the hard right to insist on the proposal, plunged ahead on Wednesday anyway, working to show members of his party that he was willing to fight for their principles.



"Congress has an immediate obligation to do two things: responsibly fund the federal government and ensure the security of our elections," said Mr. Johnson, who has made the voting registration bill a personal crusade. He said voting by just a few noncitizens "can throw an election. They can throw the majority of the House. It could affect the presidential race. It's very, very serious stuff."



In the hours before the vote, Mr. Trump posted on social media that if Republicans did not get "every ounce" of the citizenship verification bill, they should not agree to a measure to keep government funding flowing "in any way, shape, or form." He charged, baselessly, that Democrats were "registering Illegal Voters by the TENS OF THOUSANDS, as we speak," adding, "They will be voting in the 2024 Presidential Election."



There is no evidence of that happening, and state audits and data compiled by groups across the political spectrum have found no indication that noncitizens are voting 
in large numbers
.



"Let me state a fact," said Representative Rosa DeLauro of Connecticut, the senior Democrat on the Appropriations Committee. "The Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 prohibits noncitizens from voting in federal elections. It is not legal in any state for a noncitizen to vote for a federal office."



While Republicans backed the voter proposal, some hard-right conservatives refused to support the legislation because they regard current federal spending levels as too high. And some G.O.P. members of the Armed Services Committee criticized the measure for the opposite reason, arguing that the six-month timeline would shortchange the military by delaying needed spending increases.



Lawmakers on both sides of the Capitol predicted that by the odd logic of a dysfunctional Congress, the defeat of Mr. Johnson's initial funding plan could lead to a breakthrough. Democrats and Republicans expressed hope that it would open the door to a shorter-term spending patch, free of the voting measure, that could pass both the House and Senate in time to prevent the shutdown that would otherwise take hold by Oct. 1.



"I hope that once the speaker's C.R. fails he moves on to a strategy that will actually work: bipartisan cooperation," Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the majority leader, said on Wednesday, referring to the funding bill known as a continuing resolution. "It's the only thing that has kept the government open every time we have faced a funding deadline. It's going to be the only thing that works this time, too."



Senators in both parties support extending funding only into mid-December, allowing them time to try to reach a long-term deal on spending bills to run through September 2025.



They maintain that the longer-term legislation the speaker has pushed would shortchange the military and national security by not adjusting spending to meet current events, and that legislation approved by the Senate spending panel is a preferable alternative in light of international developments.



"The bill would provide our military with the resources it needs to confront the global threats facing the United States, which combatant commanders have described to me as being the worst and most dangerous in 50 years," Senator Susan Collins of Maine, the senior Republican on the Appropriations Committee, said on Wednesday.



Congress is also being called on to replenish drained disaster relief money, fill a multibillion-dollar shortfall to keep benefits and health care flowing to veterans, and potentially adjust funding for the Secret Service to ensure that the agency is funded in the run-up to the November election after two assassination attempts on Mr. Trump.



With the funding deadline looming, Senator Mitch McConnell, the Kentucky Republican and minority leader, warned his party about finding itself caught up in a shutdown with voters beginning to cast their ballots for control of Congress.



"It would be politically beyond stupid for us to do that right before the election, because certainly we'd get the blame," Mr. McConnell told reporters earlier this week.



The outcome of the election and which party ends up controlling the White House and Congress will also influence how the House and Senate approach spending issues after the election.
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Trump, Hardly New York's Favorite Son, Brings His Message to Long Island



Donald J. Trump's rally in Nassau County on Wednesday is another sign of the area's shift to the right, but some question his choice to spend time in a non-battleground state.




Former President Donald J. Trump says he has a "real chance" of winning New York, even as recent polls show him no closer than 14 percentage points behind Vice President Kamala Harris.




By Nicholas Fandos


Sep 18, 2024


The New York City suburbs are not exactly the definition of a Republican stronghold, so on the eve of a rare campaign rally there, former President Donald J. Trump tried out an unorthodox pitch.



Inflation, he wrote on his social media platform, is "eating your hearts out." Hundreds of thousands of migrants are flocking to the state while New Yorkers "are fleeing" for less expensive alternatives, he said. Put him in office, Mr. Trump added, and he would even 
restore the lucrative state and local tax deduction
 he capped as president.



"What the hell," Mr. Trump wrote in all capital letters, "do you have to lose?"



Call it hubris or political cunning or an old-fashioned fantasy by a son of Queens, but Mr. Trump's decision to expend one of the 49 days left in the race rallying at the Nassau Coliseum on Long Island on Wednesday has left political strategists in both parties slightly confused.



To wit: The last Republican to carry New York was Ronald Reagan. Mr. Trump's own campaign is not meaningfully spending in the state. And despite Mr. Trump's insistence that he has a "real chance" of winning, 
recent polls
 have shown him no closer than 14 percentage points behind Vice President Kamala Harris.



Democrats are happy to watch him while away precious days anywhere but in battlegrounds like Pennsylvania and North Carolina.



"Listen, he could spend every day in this state, and I'll be happy," said Jay Jacobs, the chairman of New York's Democratic Party.



Yet in many ways, the detour to New York offers an ideal backdrop for the issues animating Mr. Trump's campaign, and nowhere more so than Long Island, the diverse patchwork of suburbs and bedroom communities that juts eastward from New York City.



The region, already one of the most expensive places to live in the world, is suffering under punishingly high housing costs and the toll of inflation. Crime rates have receded since the pandemic-era bump, but some residents report that they still do not feel safe. And many suburbanites have watched in frustration as the city and state have struggled to absorb an influx of more than 200,000 asylum seekers in about two years.



"The fact that he's coming may seem like a surprise to some people, but there is something going on, a movement going on here," said Bruce Blakeman, who rode a wave of Republican support to become Nassau's county executive in 2021. A year later, Republicans won all four House races on Long Island.



Mr. Blakeman has subsequently turned Nassau County into a kind of laboratory for Trumpism, even 
recruiting an armed force
 of citizen "special deputies," and he predicted that the area would warmly welcome Mr. Trump.



Organizers said they ran out of tickets over the weekend for the evening rally. Local Republican leaders are printing custom-made "Nassau [?] Trump" and "Suffolk [?] Trump" T-shirts for volunteers.



Local Republicans are promising to make the travel worth Mr. Trump's while. Joseph G. Cairo Jr., the chairman of Nassau County's 
storied Republican political machine
, has organized a high-dollar fund-raiser on the sidelines of Wednesday's rally that is expected to net several million dollars.



An invitation obtained by The New York Times offered tickets priced at $5,000 for reserved rally seating and $30,000 for a photo with the former president. For $250,000, the deep-pocketed few could enjoy the "V.I.P. Experience": a brief chance to meet Mr. Trump, take a photo with him and lock down a "premium seat." (Tickets for general admission were free.)



For all the enthusiasm, prominent Republicans seem to share little of Mr. Trump's optimism that he can actually win New York.



"Winning the state of New York is uphill," said Alfonse D'Amato, a former Republican senator from Long Island who is supporting Mr. Trump despite misgivings. "OK, I'm being generous."



They are more hopeful, however, that Mr. Trump's presence will help galvanize the party's base in crucial down-ballot races. New York is home to 
perhaps the most important House battleground
 in the country, and a total of four swing races, nearly enough to tip national control, will play out on Long Island.



The most vulnerable Republican incumbent, Representative Anthony D'Esposito, is slated to speak Wednesday night before Mr. Trump, and signaled on Tuesday that he was eager to talk about Mr. Trump's revised position on the state and local tax deduction. (Mr. D'Esposito's spokesman did not respond to requests for comment.)



Mr. D'Esposito's speaking role carries some risk. He represents a district Mr. Trump lost by 14 points in 2020, and Democrats believe the former president's visit could motivate their supporters with equal force.



At least three other Republicans fighting to hold onto New York swing seats this fall are steering clear of the event altogether.



Representatives Mike Lawler and Marc Molinaro, both first-term congressmen from the Hudson Valley, said they planned to stay in Washington. Taylor Weyeneth, a spokesman for Representative Brandon Williams of Syracuse, went a step further, clarifying that even "if we weren't in session, we'd be in our district speaking with constituents."



Democrats are organizing their own rally outside the Coliseum in protest, featuring members of Nassau County's sizable Haitian American community. Carrie Solages, a local legislator planning the event, said he expected hundreds of people to turn up who have been horrified to see the president and his 
allies amplifying
 outlandish, unfounded claims that Haitian migrants in Ohio were stealing and eating pets.



"We are sick and tired of the Haitian hate," he said. "It has a significant effect in terms of psychological impact."



Mr. Blakeman said local Republican officials had been discussing a possible Long Island rally with Mr. Trump's campaign for months.



The former president held a handful of improvised campaign events around the city this spring when his criminal trial in Manhattan otherwise kept him off the campaign trail. He visited a Harlem bodega shaken by a stabbing, shook hands with construction workers and 
assembled thousands
 of supporters in the shadow of a beachfront amusement park not far from his old Atlantic City haunts.



Wednesday's rally was also originally scheduled to coincide with another court date: Mr. Trump's sentencing, after he was found guilty on all counts of falsifying business records to conceal a sex scandal. But earlier this month, the judge overseeing the Manhattan case 
postponed it until November
.
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News analysis



Second Apparent Assassination Attempt on Trump Prompts Alarm Abroad



There is widespread concern that the November election will not end well and that American democracy has frayed to the breaking point.




Former President Donald J. Trump speaking onstage during the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee in July as a photograph of the aftermath of an assassination attempt was emblazoned on a screen.




By Roger Cohen


Sep 17, 2024


In the nine years since Donald J. Trump entered American politics, the global perception of the United States has been shaken by the image of a fractured, unpredictable nation. First one, then a second apparent attempt on the former president's life have accentuated international concerns, raising fears of violent turmoil spiraling toward civil war.



Keir Starmer, the British prime minister, has said he is "very worried" and "deeply troubled" by what the F.B.I. said was an attempt to kill Mr. Trump at his Florida golf course, fewer than 50 days before the presidential election and two months after a bullet bloodied the ear of Mr. Trump during a campaign rally in Pennsylvania.



"Violence has no part to play at all in any political process," Mr. Starmer said.



Yet, violence has played a core part in this stormy, lurching American political campaign, and not only in the 
two apparent assassination attempts
. There is now widespread concern across the globe that the November election will not end well and that American democracy, once a beacon to the world, has frayed to the breaking point.



In Mexico, where elections this year were 
the most violent in the country's recent history
, with 41 candidates and aspirants for public office assassinated, President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador said in a post on X, formerly Twitter: "Even though what happened is still unclear, we regret the violence against former President Donald Trump. The path is democracy and peace."



At a time of wars in Europe and the Middle East and widespread global insecurity as China and Russia assert the superiority of their autocratic models, American precariousness weighs heavily.




Police officers gathered around the West Palm Beach Federal Courthouse after a man with a gun was found near a Trump golf course in West Palm Beach, Fla., on Sept. 16.




Corentin Sellin, a French history professor, said the "brutalization of American politics" had left France "wondering whether the presidential campaign will finish peacefully."



France was stunned, he said, by the Jan. 6, 2021, storming of the U.S. Capitol by Trump supporters, and "there is this notion that the story that started with that insurrection has not yet ended," and that the Nov. 5 election will determine how it does.



The threat of violence -- at times, even the need for it -- has been a core part of Mr. Trump's message.



He has already cast doubt on the credibility of the coming November election results. He has persistently laced his language with calls to "fight" and used incendiary terms to insult immigrants. Just before the Jan. 6 assault on the Capitol, he urged followers to "fight like hell" or they would not "have a country any more." In general, he has shown an ironclad incapacity to accept many truths, including the result of the 2020 election.



Democrats have responded by depicting Mr. Trump as a direct menace to American democracy, a "weird" would-be autocrat of fascist tendencies and a "threat to our freedoms," in the words of Vice President Kamala Harris, the Democratic presidential nominee. The left-leaning New Republic magazine portrayed Mr. Trump as Hitler on a recent cover, expressing the view that a second Trump term is likely to lead to some form of American tyranny.



Some Europeans see things in a very different light.




Representative Pat Fallon questioning Kimberly Cheatle, then director of the Secret Service, on Capitol Hill in July on the attempted assassination of Mr. Trump earlier that month. 




"They tried to do everything," said Andrea Di Giuseppe, a lawmaker with Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni's right-wing Brothers of Italy party. "They tried to bring Trump down with trials, they tried to bring him down with insinuations, they tried to bring him down by scaring people that 'if Trump arrives democracy ends.' Then, since all these attempts did not work, they tried to kill him."



The authorities have identified a suspect in the Florida episode, Ryan W. Routh, a 58-year-old building contractor with a criminal history and a passionate 
embrace of the Ukrainian cause
. He was charged in federal court with two firearms counts. More charges may follow.



Responding to the apparent assassination attempt, Carsten Luther, an online editor for international affairs, gave voice to deep concerns about the survival of American democracy in the respected German weekly Die Zeit. "The warnings of a civil war can be heard and no longer sound completely unrealistic," he wrote. "It seems almost banal, as if it was bound to happen at some point."



Of course, other Western societies, including France and Germany, are also viscerally divided and have seen the rise of xenophobic, far-right parties with many of the same messages as Mr. Trump. In May, 
an assassination attempt
 on Prime Minister Robert Fico of Slovakia left him critically injured.



But a far more restrictive European gun culture has curbed the extent of political violence while leaving Europeans alarmed and incredulous at the ease with which Americans are able to obtain weapons.




Trump supporters storming the Capitol in Washington on Jan. 6, 2021.




Felix Maradiaga, a former Nicaraguan presidential candidate and political prisoner who is now a fellow at the University of Virginia, said that polarization, intolerance and the widespread availability of high-caliber weapons in the United States had led to a "perfect storm."



"The world is watching, and the stakes could not be higher," he added. "Russia and China are undoubtedly taking satisfaction in this deterioration of democracy."



Lebohang Pheko, a senior research fellow at South Africa's Trade Collective, an economics research institute, said that she perceived "a militarization of everyday life in the United States, and this essentially seems to be spilling into these elections."



Mr. Trump has often appeared to seek this very militarization of which he has narrowly escaped being a victim. The multimillionaire son of a real-estate developer from Queens, he has positioned himself as the defender of the gun-toting, God-fearing American frontier against what he portrays as the Democrats' politically correct socialist takeover.



Alluding to his Democratic opponents, he has blamed "the things that they say about me" for the first assassination attempt and the second episode, not the easy access to guns that he defends.



The question now is how violent will this political confrontation in America prove. For many around the world, it seems to contain the seeds of rampant conflict.



"There is a sort of reciprocal delegitimization, where the political opponent is no longer a normal political competitor, but also an existential enemy," said Mario Del Pero, a professor of United States and International History at Sciences Po University in Paris. He called this process "a degradation of political and public discourse."



In the United States, this has been a degradation compounded by guns, as much of the world sees it.




In this handout photograph released by the Hungarian Prime Minister's Office on July 11, Prime Minister Viktor Orban, left, visited Mr. Trump at Mar-a-Lago in Palm Beach, Fla.




"Style over substance. Image over issues. Lies over facts. Distractions over policy. Repeated violence," said Tomasz Pludowski, the deputy dean of the School of Social Science, AEH, in Warsaw. "That seems to be the contemporary American reality."



The core confrontation in Western societies is no longer over internal issues. It is global vs. national, the connected living in the "somewhere" of the knowledge economy vs. the forgotten living "nowhere" in industrial wastelands and rural areas.



There lies the frustration, even fury, on which a Trump or a Marine Le Pen, leader of the far-right French National Rally, or Ms. Meloni in Italy have been able build.



The perceived vulnerability of American democracy has already provoked many reactions around the world, from Russian gloating and interference to European anxiety about its security. Few countries in the developing world want American lessons in how to run their societies these days.



Yet, a fascination with the United States endures, and the checks and balances of its institutions have proved resilient, including through the first Trump term.



Mr. Trump often cites the template of Prime Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary: neutralizing an independent judiciary, subjugating much of the media, demonizing migrants and creating loyal new elites through crony capitalism. But it would not be easy to impose in America.



Still, the world is anxious. The 48 days to the election feel like a long time.



"In the end, the only real final word is for the American people," said Mr. Di Giuseppe, the Italian lawmaker. "And if you want to defeat a person whom you think is not fit to govern the United States of America, you have to defeat him in a democratic system with elections, not with justice or Kalashnikovs."



Reporting was contributed by 
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.
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111 Former G.O.P. Officials Back Harris, Calling Trump 'Unfit to Serve'



The signatories of a letter endorsing the Democratic vice president included former members of Congress, defense secretaries, C.I.A. directors and other national security officials.




The 111 Republican signatories of a letter backing Vice President Kamala Harris included some who had not endorsed Joseph R. Biden Jr. against Donald J. Trump in the 2020 election.




By Peter Baker


Sep 18, 2024


More than 100 former national security officials from Republican administrations and former Republican members of Congress endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris on Wednesday after concluding that their party's nominee, Donald J. Trump, is "unfit to serve again as president."



In a letter to the public
, the Republicans, including both vocal longtime Trump opponents and others who had not endorsed Joseph R. Biden Jr. in 2020, argued that while they might "disagree with Kamala Harris" on many issues, Mr. Trump had demonstrated "dangerous qualities." Those include, they said, "unusual affinity" for dictators like President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia and "contempt for the norms of decent, ethical and lawful behavior."



"As president," the letter said, "he promoted daily chaos in government, praised our enemies and undermined our allies, politicized the military and disparaged our veterans, prioritized his personal interest above American interests and betrayed our values, democracy and this country's founding documents."



The letter condemned Mr. Trump's incitement of the mob attack on the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, aimed at allowing him to hold onto power after losing an election, saying that "he has violated his oath of office and brought danger to our country." It quoted Mr. Trump's own former vice president, Mike Pence, who has said that "anyone who puts himself over the Constitution should never be president of the United States."



The letter came not long after 
former Vice President Dick Cheney
 and his daughter, 
former Representative Liz Cheney of Wyoming
, both said they would vote for Ms. Harris. Democrats 
featured a number of anti-Trump Republicans
 at their nominating convention last month, including former Representative Adam Kinzinger of Illinois. Mr. Pence has said he 
will not endorse Mr. Trump
 but has not endorsed Ms. Harris.



The 111 signatories included former officials who served under Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush or George W. Bush. Many of them had previously broken with Mr. Trump, including two former defense secretaries, Chuck Hagel and William S. Cohen; Robert B. Zoellick, a former president of the World Bank; the former C.I.A. directors Michael V. Hayden and William H. Webster; a former director of national intelligence, John D. Negroponte; and former Gov. William F. Weld of Massachusetts. Miles Taylor and Olivia Troye, two Trump administration officials who became vocal critics, also signed.



But a number of Republicans who did not sign 
a similar letter on behalf of Mr. Biden
 in 2020 signed the one for Ms. Harris this time, including several former House members, like Charles W. Boustany Jr. of Louisiana, Barbara Comstock of Virginia, Dan Miller of Florida and Bill Paxon of New York.



In their letter, the Republicans acknowledged concerns about "some of the positions advocated by the left wing of the Democratic Party," and some of them have been quite critical of the Biden-Harris administration. Just last year, Mr. Zoellick 
wrote a newspaper essay
 eviscerating Democratic economic policies. But the letter said that "any potential concerns" about Ms. Harris "pale in comparison to" those over Mr. Trump.
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A Fed Rate Cut Would Cap a Winning Streak for Biden and Harris on Prices



Improved data on borrowing costs and price growth has buoyed consumers, but it might be coming too late to significantly affect the presidential race




Recent weeks have brought a run of good data on consumer prices and interest rates for the Biden-Harris administration.




By Jim Tankersley


Sep 18, 2024


After more than a year of waiting, hoping and assuring Americans that the economy could pull off a so-called "soft landing," President Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris appear to be on the brink of seeing that happen.



Inflation has cooled. Economic growth remains strong, though job gains are slowing. Mortgage costs are falling and the Federal Reserve is poised to begin cutting interest rates on Wednesday.



And yet, it is unclear whether those developments will significantly alter voters' predominantly negative perceptions of the economy ahead of the presidential election.



Recent weeks have brought a run of good data on consumer prices and interest rates for the administration. The price of gasoline has fallen 
below $3 a gallon
 in much of the South and Midwest and is 
nearing a three-year low
 nationally. Spiking grocery prices have 
slowed to a crawl
. Mortgage rates are 
down more than a percentage point
 from their recent peak. 
The Census Bureau reported last week
 that the typical household income rose faster than prices last year for the first time since the pandemic. The overall inflation rate has 
returned to near historically normal
 levels, and the Fed is poised to begin cutting interest rates from a two-decade high.



The Biden administration, which has taken heat from Republicans and many economists for fueling inflation with its economic policies, has begun to celebrate those developments in bold terms. Officials are claiming vindication for their multi-trillion-dollar efforts to boost households and businesses in their recovery from the pandemic recession.



Mr. Biden's Council of Economic Advisers 
published a blog post on Tuesday
 highlighting economic and job growth under Mr. Biden that has surpassed projections. Lael Brainard, who heads Mr. Biden's National Economic Council, told the Council on Foreign Relations in New York on Monday that the American economy has now reached a "turning point."



"A few years ago, many were convinced that the combination of a large decline in inflation with a sustained expansion that we are seeing today couldn't happen," she said.



Aides to the president have been pointing toward this inflection point for more than a year. They were confident that Fed cuts would help push down mortgage rates and send voters a powerful message that the worst of the inflation fight was over.



And yet, administration officials concede those gains have come months later than they had hoped and possibly too close to the election to dislodge long-hardened voter concerns over inflation under the Biden-Harris administration.



They also acknowledge that the rise in prices on Mr. Biden's watch, including on necessities like food and housing, continues to burden families. The Council of Economic Advisers noted in a separate post last week that 
housing price increases continue to play
 an outsized role in overall inflation -- a challenge unlikely to be solved quickly, and which is likely to necessitate new policy measures to encourage home building.



As a result, there is little consensus about how much the recent economic news might buoy some voters as they cast ballots in November's presidential race. Former President Donald J. Trump has relentlessly attacked the Biden administration, including Ms. Harris, for soaring prices.



Economists disagree on the impact of the rate cut, now that it appears to finally be arriving.



Josh Bivens, the chief economist at the liberal Economic Policy Institute in Washington, said he would guess "it's a very, very small slice of people who would recognize this kind of symbolic importance of the cut" for the economy and the administration's stewardship of it.



It is possible, he added, that the Fed waited so long to cut rates that it has "denied the Harris campaign this advantage for a long enough time that its force now is almost totally eroded."



R. Glenn Hubbard, a Columbia University economist who led the Council of Economic Advisers under President George W. Bush and has advised Republican presidential candidates, said a quarter-point cut might not cause a ripple in American politics.



But a larger rate cut, of half a percentage point, could signal reason to worry for consumers, he said.



In what could be a potential argument from Mr. Trump and other Republicans, Mr. Hubbard said that a decision to cut rates by half a percentage point "could be argued to represent a significantly weakening economy with potential political ramifications."



Others say the cuts could have real benefits for Americans' lives, and that they could set off a run of positive media coverage about the era of high inflation coming to an end, both of which could benefit Ms. Harris.



"For the millions of Americans who can't pay cash for a house or a car, or who can't always pay off their credit card bill in full, cuts will provide real relief," said Lindsay Owens, executive director of the liberal Groundwork Collaborative in Washington. "I absolutely expect this to translate into a boost in consumer sentiment, and upticks in sentiment will benefit Harris."



Consumer expectations for the economy
 improved in August, according to the University of Michigan, and have risen more than 10 percent from last year. But 
sentiment overall remains low
 by historical terms and is down from the start of Mr. Biden's term.



Polls typically show Mr. Trump leading Ms. Harris on economic issues, though the gap has closed since she replaced Mr. Biden as the Democratic nominee. Neither the Harris nor Trump campaigns would comment this week on a potential Fed move and its implications for the economy. But a Republican National Committee spokeswoman, Anna Kelly, criticized Ms. Harris for her administration's record on borrowing costs.



"Kamalanomics has led to the fastest increase in mortgage rates since 1981, and only President Trump can restore economic growth after four years of failure," she said.
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The Police Called. He Checked the News, and His 'Heart Dropped.'



Gregory Delpeche, a bystander, is in critical condition after being shot by a police officer at a Brooklyn subway station. His friend of decades says it never should have happened.




Gregory Depelche, 49, was one of four people shot by police officers on Sunday afternoon during a confrontation between officers and a knife-wielding man who they believed had not paid his fare.




By Hurubie Meko and Wesley Parnell


Sep 18, 2024


On Sunday night Leighton Lee received a strange call from a police officer asking him cryptic questions about his best friend: What was he like? Where would he be going on the subway on a Sunday afternoon?



Mr. Lee wanted to know why he was being asked so many questions about his friend, Gregory Delpeche. The officer told him Mr. Delpeche was part of "an ongoing investigation," he said.



Worried, Mr. Lee checked the news and saw there had been a shooting in Brooklyn, on the subway line Mr. Delpeche took to his job at Woodhull Hospital. As videos of the scene poured in on social media, Mr. Lee recognized his friend of decades lying on the ground, wounded.



"I knew that was him, and my heart dropped," he said in a phone interview on Tuesday. "He was the one that got shot in the head."



Mr. Delpeche, 49, was one of two bystanders shot by police officers on Sunday afternoon during a confrontation at the Sutter Avenue subway station between officers and a knife-wielding man who they believed had not paid his fare.



The man who the police said threatened them with a knife, later identified as Derell Mickles, 37, was shot in the stomach. A 26-year-old female bystander was grazed by a bullet and was in stable condition as of Monday. One of the officers was struck by a bullet under his armpit and has been released from the hospital.



Now, Mr. Lee said his friend is barely responsive in Kings County Hospital, where he is in critical condition. Doctors told him that a bullet went through Mr. Delpeche's head and that fragments were removed. "I'm not sure he can hear me; he did put his thumbs up once," Mr. Lee said.



The police should not have fired, he said. "It was very reckless of them to be shooting in a crowded train station," when "they knew a stray bullet could hit someone," Mr. Lee said. "It happened to be my childhood friend of 30 or 40 years."




The shooting at the Sutter Avenue subway station was "reckless," said Leighton Lee, a friend of one of the bystanders who was wounded.




Nicholas Liakas, a lawyer representing Mr. Delpeche's family, said on Tuesday night that the man's relatives were hoping that the Police Department would voluntarily release body camera footage of what happened on Sunday, because they believe "something needs to be done and accountability needs to be met here."



Mr. Liakas called the police officers' actions "over-aggressive" and said it was "unacceptable that an innocent bystander is now going to be dealing with a lifetime of recovery and issues."



The melee in the subway on Sunday comes amid a push by Mayor Eric Adams's administration to reduce crime in New York City's transit system. Since taking office, Mr. Adams has flooded the 
system with police officers
, introduced 
gun-detecting scanners
 inside subway stations and 
cracked down on fare evasion
. Crime in the subway declined by about seven percent in the first six months of this year compared with the same period last year, according to city data.



In 2022, fare evasion cost the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the state agency that runs the transit system, 
nearly $700 million in lost revenue
. Officials have said an aggressive approach to fare enforcement can also keep weapons out of the system and stop criminals from committing serious offenses.



But after the shootings on Sunday, some critics expressed concerns about the Police Department's tactics.



At a news conference on Tuesday, 
Mr. Adams pushed back
, saying that Mr. Mickles was "not shot for fare evasion" and that "he was shot because he had a knife."



Mr. Adams also said the officers "should be commended for how they really showed a great level of restraint."



"And it's just unfortunate that innocent people were shot because of that," he said.




At a news conference on Tuesday, Mayor Eric Adams pushed back on criticism that the police officers who opened fire at a subway station had behaved inappropriately.




The confrontation that led to the shootings began around 3 p.m. on Sunday, when the police said they saw Mr. Mickles enter the L train station on the border of East New York and Brownsville without paying. 



The officers followed Mr. Mickles, Chief Jeffrey Maddrey said at a news conference on Sunday night, and "became aware" that he had a knife in his pocket.



When a Manhattan-bound L train entered the station, Mr. Mickles boarded the train and the officers followed him and fired Tasers at him, Chief Maddrey said. The Tasers did not subdue Mr. Mickles; he came at one of the officers with the knife, the chief said, and both officers fired at him.



Bystander video shows a chaotic aftermath. Mr. Mickles can be seen in the doorway of a subway car, lying in a pool of blood, his hands cuffed behind his back. Another clip shows the wounded officer being helped by colleagues.



Another wounded person can be seen on the floor at the far end of an adjacent car.



Mr. Mickles remains in critical condition at Kings County Hospital. He faces charges of first-degree attempted assault, theft of services, menacing and criminal possession of a weapon, according to the police.



On Tuesday evening, around 7 p.m., more than 200 people massed outside the Sutter Avenue station to protest the shootings. About an hour later, police officers arrived, and the crowd moved to outside the 73rd Precinct.



Adiagha Faizah, an artist who joined the protesters as they marched past her home, said police use of force was more common in Brownsville than in other parts of the city. "This keeps happening again and again," she said. "It typically happens in our community. They don't police Williamsburg like this; they don't police Dumbo or Park Slope."




Demonstrators gathered at the Sutter Avenue subway station on Tuesday evening and marched to the 73rd Precinct to protest the shootings.




Shortly after, the police deployed mace, and the crowd began to disperse. As some demonstrators lingered, officers began making arrests.



Members of Mr. Delpeche's family are expected to hold a news conference Wednesday in Brownsville. His friend, Mr. Lee, said Mr. Delpeche had worked at Woodhull for 20 years and "lived at his job."



"All that he did," he said, "was work and go to the gym."



If Mr. Delpeche could speak about what happened to him, he would say, "Of all the people, me," Mr. Lee said.



"He'd be like, 'my luck,'" Mr. Lee said. "He would always say that: 'My luck.'"



Dana Rubinstein
 contributed reporting. 
Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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M.T.A.'s Financial Needs Grow With Congestion Pricing in Purgatory



Transit leaders proposed a plan on Wednesday to spend more than $65 billion to upgrade New York City's subway and bus system. Whether they will be able to fully fund it is unclear.




The Metropolitan Transportation Authority had been enjoying a rare period of prosperity before Gov. Kathy Hochul's decision in June to suspend a congestion pricing program.




By Ana Ley


Sep 18, 2024


Transit leaders on Wednesday released an ambitious five-year plan to upgrade New York City's subway and bus network, unveiling a $65 billion wish list of projects that includes buying new subway cars, fixing century-old tunnels and installing new elevators.



But the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, the state agency that runs the city's mass transit network, only has about half of the money it needs to pay for those repairs. It was the first spending plan released by the authority since 
Gov. Kathy Hochul halted a congestion pricing program
 in June that had been set to begin later that month, and the largely unfunded plan puts the authority in an even more precarious financial position.



The congestion pricing program, which would have tolled most drivers entering the busiest parts of Manhattan, had been projected to raise $15 billion for the authority. Ms. Hochul has pledged to make up the shortfall but it is not clear how she plans to do so.



The authority had been enjoying 
a rare period of prosperity
 before Ms. Hochul's decision to suspend congestion pricing. For the first time in decades, it had as much money as it needed, even while transit agencies around the country had struggled to recoup pandemic-related losses. But now that the authority's projected windfall has evaporated, at least temporarily, it is back in the familiar position of needing to compete with other state interests to fill its coffers.



The authority's goals and upgrades were detailed in its latest capital plan, which covers the period from 2025 through 2029. Released every five years, it is the transit system's most granular analysis of future maintenance needs and potential expansion projects.



About half of the $65 billion has already been funded through bonds, federal grants and direct appropriations from the city and state, leaving the rest in limbo. Because the authority is controlled by the state, the remaining funds would most likely have to come from Albany.



Janno Lieber, the authority's chairman, said the report sought to be as comprehensive as possible in hopes of persuading lawmakers that the agency needed the rest of the money to pay for crucial repairs.



Ms. Hochul has said that she plans to replace the revenue that congestion pricing would have generated, but she has declined to offer specifics. The State Legislature 
failed to cover the funding gap in the wake of Ms. Hochul's decision
 earlier this year.



Mr. Lieber said in an interview on Tuesday that he was taking the governor at her word.



"The governor has been absolutely clear that she intends to address that," Mr. Lieber said. "I think there's cause for optimism."



Transit advocates have been less hopeful, and they expressed skepticism on Wednesday that Ms. Hochul would plug the hole.



"There is no Plan B -- there has never been a Plan B," said Lisa Daglian, the executive director of the authority's Permanent Citizens Advisory Committee, a watchdog group. "There are no conversations with the Legislature. There are no conversations with elected officials. There are no conversations with the advocacy community."



She added: "There is nothing but a promise."



In a statement, Ms. Hochul noted that she found the money last year to 
save the authority from billions of dollars in deficits
 to its operating budget that had been caused largely by the coronavirus pandemic. She said she would pressure federal lawmakers to provide more funding and work with state and city officials to cover the authority's needs.



"From the moment I took office, I've fought for public transit," Ms. Hochul said. "We will review the M.T.A.'s proposal for the upcoming five-year capital plan and fight to secure as much funding as possible."



Without the funding generated directly by congestion pricing, and the billions in federal funding that depended on the toll money coming in, the authority faces a budget crisis.



Authority staff members have 
identified $16.5 billion in sweeping cuts
 that have to be made to its current capital plan, which runs from 2020 through 2024 and includes projects that would have made long-deferred improvements, such as upgrading 1930s-era signals that often cause delays. The shelved projects also included plans to make subway stations more accessible to riders with disabilities and an expansion of the Second Avenue subway line.



The authority's capital needs are vast, largely because public officials deferred repairs and diverted money from the transit network for decades.



The subway system, which is more than a century old, was also 
not built to withstand climate change
. It is prone to failures during the summer months, when high temperatures can warp tracks and storms can flood tunnels. As the system has aged, the planet has become hotter and more humid, creating more intense weather patterns that deteriorate its infrastructure. Its limits were tested seven years ago, when a series of 
subway failures
 during a stretch of 2017 came to be known as the Summer of Hell.



"How much and where to get the funds for the M.T.A.'s needed massive capital investment will be one of the most important and challenging decisions Albany will have to make in the next year," said Andrew Rein, the president of the Citizens Budget Commission, which 
released a report this month
 about the authority's needs.



The state comptroller, Thomas P. DiNapoli, 
issued a similar report
 that said the state must plug the $15 billion hole in the current capital plan created by the suspension of congestion pricing before it seeks to resolve the funding gap for the next one.



The plan released on Wednesday called for purchasing 2,000 new rail cars in order to reduce delays and installing at least 75 miles of modern signals to keep trains running. It also called for construction to begin on 
the Interborough Express
, a train line that would connect Brooklyn and Queens and could cut travel times by up to 30 minutes for more than 900,000 New Yorkers.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/nyregion/mta-capital-plan-congestion-pricing.html
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Harrison J. Goldin, 88, New York City Comptroller in Fiscal Crisis, Is Dead



He weathered the storm as the city's chief financial officer for 16 years and jousted with Mayor Koch in a public feud and a losing primary bid to replace him.




Harrison J. Goldin in 1977, when he was seeking election to a second term as comptroller of New York City at a time when the city was flirting with bankruptcy. 




By Joseph P. Fried


Sep 18, 2024


Harrison J. Goldin, who as New York City's comptroller for 16 years became enmeshed in the city's brush with bankruptcy in the 1970s, and who openly feuded with Mayor Edward I. Koch before unsuccessfully seeking to take his place, died on Monday in Manhattan. He was 88.



His son Daniel confirmed the death, in a hospital. He did not specify the cause.



Known as a combative number cruncher and familiarly known as Jay, Mr. Goldin was first elected comptroller in 1973, the same year Abraham D. Beame, who had been comptroller, was elected mayor. Mr. Beame was ousted after one term as the city neared insolvency, a key factor in Mr. Koch's successful race to succeed him in 1977.



Mr. Goldin, though he was the city's chief financial officer as the fiscal crisis unfolded, was re-elected three more times, in 1977, 1981 and 1985. Mayor Koch was also re-elected, twice, setting the stage for their battles.



When Mr. Beame and Mr. Goldin both took office on Jan. 1, 1974, the city faced a $1.5 billion deficit. Previous administrations, especially that of Mr. Beame's immediate predecessor, 
John V. Lindsay
, were said to have overspent and then masked the dangers of doing so through gimmicks in their annual budgets, like inflating anticipated revenues and paying operating expenses with borrowed money.




Mr. Goldin was sworn in as comptroller on Jan. 1, 1974, by Justice Lawrence H. Bernstein of State Supreme Court. The city faced a $1.5 billion deficit at the time. 




Mr. Beame's efforts to deal with the situation were not enough to persuade a worried bond market to lend more to the city by purchasing more of its bonds. A year later, the city was sliding toward financial disaster.



Gov. Hugh L. Carey
, working with the State Legislature and with leading bankers and municipal-union leaders, stepped in to create the Municipal Assistance Corporation, to borrow for the city, and the Emergency Financial Control Board, which had veto power over the city's budgets and its costliest labor contracts.



The city survived financially, but the fallout for Mr. Beame and Mr. Goldin continued. In 1977, two weeks before the Democratic primary in which they were seeking nominations for second terms, the staff of the federal Securities and Exchange Commission charged in a report that as the crisis had been building over five months, the two men had knowingly "misled" investors about the city's dire plight while it was selling billions of dollars worth of its securities.




Mr. Goldin in 1974. Three years later he defended himself against criticism of his handling of the city's fiscal troubles. "To say I did not disclose the city's fiscal condition," he said, "is like saying that Ralph Nader did not warn consumers about unsafe cars."




Mr. Beame and Mr. Goldin disputed the finding. Mr. Goldin declared that "on more than 50 major occasions, in increasingly grave and urgent language, I warned the public" about the city's budget practices and the worsening fiscal situation.



"To say I did not disclose the city's fiscal condition is like saying that Ralph Nader did not warn consumers about unsafe cars," he said.



The report was extremely damaging to Mr. Beame, who deemed it a major reason for his loss to Mr. Koch in the 1977 Democratic primary, but it had no impact on Mr. Goldin's longevity as city comptroller. He was already running unopposed in the primary when the report was issued; in a city where Democratic nominees usually win the general election by wide margins, he gained his second term easily.



But a year later, Mr. Goldin failed in an effort to become the state's comptroller. 
Arthur Levitt
, the longtime and widely admired incumbent, was retiring. But though Mr. Levitt was a fellow Democrat, he gave no blessing to Mr. Goldin, who had become a rival -- and whom Mr. Levitt disliked personally. In fact, days before the general election, Mr. Levitt publicly praised Mr. Goldin's Republican opponent, 
Edward Regan
, the Erie County executive. Mr. Regan won with 52 percent of the vote, becoming New York's only Republican statewide winner that year.




Mr. Goldin, right, and Mayor Edward I. Koch, second from right, explained to reporters in August 1979 that the city had ended the fiscal year in better financial position than had been anticipated. With them were Deputy Mayor Philip Toia, left, and James R. Brigham Jr., the city budget director.




Mr. Goldin easily won third and fourth terms as city comptroller. While it is not unusual for mayors and comptrollers to clash -- a prime role of the comptroller is to audit the spending and performance of city agencies -- the exchanges between the equally pugnacious Mr. Koch and Mr. Goldin were often nasty and personal.



Mr. Koch accused Mr. Goldin of using Nazi propaganda tactics to criticize him and asserted that Mr. Goldin lacked credibility "in anything he says." He also declared that Mr. Goldin was envious that "I'm mayor and he's comptroller and he'd love to be mayor."



Mr. Goldin called Mr. Koch "very mean" and "not trustworthy."



Andrew J. Stein, the City Council president at the time, said in 1988 that was "difficult to know what is substantive and what is hatred" in the men's criticisms of each other.



In 1989, rather than seeking a fifth term as comptroller, Mr. Goldin took on Mr. Koch more than verbally: He entered the Democratic mayoral primary, in which Mr. Koch was running for a fourth term.




Mr. Goldin spoke at a luncheon for older adults at the Amalgamated Social Club in Brooklyn while campaigning for the Democratic nomination for mayor in 1989. He would finish a distant fourth.




Mr. Koch had been battered by corruption scandals in several city agencies during his third term, and though he was not implicated in the wrongdoing, he was similarly seen as vulnerable by two others who entered the primary: 
David N. Dinkins
, the Manhattan borough president, and 
Richard Ravitch
, a prominent builder and former chairman of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.



Mr. Goldin, portraying himself as more than a narrow numbers man, stressed that he would attack crime and drug use -- a crack cocaine epidemic was raging -- by, among other things, creating compulsory work camps for users.



But he and Mr. Ravitch were also-rans as Mr. Koch, battling to remain a New York institution, and Mr. Dinkins, seeking to become the city's first Black mayor, left most voters indifferent to the two alternatives. Mr. Dinkins won 51 percent of the vote, Mr. Koch 42 percent, Mr. Ravitch 4 percent and Mr. Goldin 3 percent.



While his dismal finish was disappointing, Mr. Goldin had foreseen it. Days before the voting, he said that he and Mr. Ravitch were 
"in the basement"
 -- though he called it "a very distinguished basement."



(Mr. Dinkins beat the Republican, Rudolph W. Giuliani, in the general election. Mr. Giuliani defeated Mr. Dinkins in a rematch four years later and then won a second term.)



As comptroller, Mr. Goldin was generally praised for helping to restore the city's borrowing prowess after the fiscal crisis. He was also the focus of two criminal investigations, although he was exonerated in both.



In 1981, federal prosecutors and the city's Department of Investigation concluded after a 30-month inquiry that there was insufficient evidence to establish that Mr. Goldin had committed a crime when he sought and received a campaign contribution from a businessman who was trying to obtain a bus-shelter franchise from the city.




Mr. Goldin at his office in the Municipal Building in 1987. He would leave politics two years later, after his bid for the mayoralty failed.




In 1987 and 1988, federal and state prosecutors said they had found no basis for bringing charges against Mr. Goldin after examining his financial relationship with 
Ivan F. Boesky
, a Wall Street speculator who pleaded guilty to charges related to an insider trading scandal.



Harrison Jacob Goldin was born in the Bronx on Feb. 23, 1936, to Harry and Anna (Eskolsky) Goldin. His father was a physician.



Jay Goldin graduated from the Bronx High School of Science, Princeton University and, in 1961, Yale Law School. He married Diana Stern in 1966.



In addition to his son Daniel, she survives him, as do their two other sons, Matthew and Jonathan; a sister, Jessica Stern; and seven grandchildren. He lived in Manhattan.



Mr. Goldin worked as a Justice Department civil rights lawyer in Mississippi from 1961 to 1963 and then entered private practice in New York, before becoming active in Democratic politics in the Bronx.



He was a 33-year-old state senator when, advertising himself as "the young dynamo," he first ran for city comptroller, in 1969. He and two others lost in the Democratic primary to Mr. Beame, who won the general election. Four years later, Mr. Goldin succeeded the mayoralty-bound Mr. Beame by beating three opponents in the decisive party primary.



After his 1989 mayoral run failed, Mr. Goldin left politics and, the next year, formed Goldin Associates, a financial advisory business focusing on aiding troubled companies. It was 
purchased in 2020
 by the global consulting firm Teneo.



Bernard Mokam
 contributed reporting.
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Dr. George Berci, Whose Innovations Changed Surgery, Dies at 103



He conceived many of the techniques and tools that have revolutionized minimally invasive operations and procedures.




Dr. George Berci in 2018 at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles, where he was the senior director of minimally invasive surgery until earlier this summer. 




By Richard Sandomir


Sep 15, 2024


Dr. George Berci, a Hungarian-born Holocaust survivor who changed the way modern surgery is conducted by developing techniques and instruments that help doctors better see and treat the inside of the body while minimizing cutting, died on Aug. 30 in Thousand Oaks, Calif. He was 103.



His death, in a hospital, was confirmed by his daughter Katherine DeFevere.



Dr. Berci brought a precise eye and an inventor's zeal to innovations that enabled doctors to better visualize the bladder, colon, esophagus, prostate, common bile duct and other body parts. Until earlier this summer, he was the senior director of minimally invasive surgery research at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles, where he had worked since 1969.



His innovations were critical to the revolution in minimally invasive endoscopies and laparoscopies, which dramatically reduced the need for surgeons to make large incisions.



In endoscopies, doctors use a flexible tube with a light and a camera to examine the upper and lower digestive system. Dr. Berci focused mainly on the area around the throat and vocal cords.



In laparoscopies, surgeons place a thin rod with a video camera attached at the end through a small abdominal incision. Carbon dioxide is then used to inflate the space to give doctors enough room to use small instruments to, among other things, remove gallbladders, cysts, tumors, appendixes and spleens; diagnose endometriosis; and repair hernias.



Working at a hospital in Melbourne, Australia, Dr. Berci adapted an existing miniaturized television camera, which he attached to an endoscope. It allowed procedures to be shown on monitors so the medical team could work from the screen. One of his early broadcasts was the bronchoscopy of a dog.




Dr. Berci at the Royal Melbourne Hospital in Australia with one of the medical devices he developed. He began working there after receiving his medical license in 1959 and remained until 1967.




"Surgeons didn't have to look through the telescope anymore," 
Dr. Berci told General Surgery News in 2019,
 referring to the monocular view through the eyepiece of the endoscope that was standard at the time. "The video allowed everyone to see."



While still in Australia, Dr. Berci solved a vexing problem: Surgeons had to search blindly  for gallstones lodged in the common bile duct, which carries bile from the liver and gallbladder to the small intestine.



"Why don't we use something to look into the tunnel to see what we're doing?" Dr. Berci, 
recalling his thinking, said in "George Berci: Trials, Triumphs, Innovations,"
 a 2013 documentary written and directed by Dr. L. Michael Brunt for the Society of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic Surgeons.



Dr. Berci brought in a fluoroscope to produce real-time X-ray images of the procedure. He also found a way, with an engineer, to reduce the fluoroscope's high levels of radiation.



In addition, he became a vigorous advocate for the widespread use of the choledecoscope, a laparoscopic instrument that is used to illuminate the bile duct and remove gallstones. Working with Karl Storz, a German medical equipment manufacturer, he helped adapt it from a rigid instrument to a flexible one.



"He popularized it," said Dr. Edward Phillips, a professor of surgery at Cedars-Sinai. "He would go into operating rooms, see urologists struggling to take stones out, and show the choledecoscope to them."



He collaborated with manufacturers like Storz and Boston Scientific, making sketches that led to new equipment, much of which sent more light into the biliary system.



Dr. Berci won the prestigious Jacobson Innovation Award from the American College of Surgeons in 2011. His inventions, designed on his own and with others, included a video endoscopic microscope, video laryngoscopes for intubation, and scissors and graspers for endoscopies.



"It is unlikely that there will ever be another surgeon who so single-handedly impacts an entire field of surgery as Dr. Berci did," said Dr. Brunt, the producer of the documentary, who is a professor of surgery at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis. "He understood the potential for laparoscopy and its applications long before most surgeons saw any value in it."



Dr. Berci was born Gyorgy Bleier on March 14, 1921, in Szeged, Hungary. His father, Alex, was hired soon after as the assistant conductor of the Vienna Philharmonic, and the family moved to Austria. His mother, Ella (Rosensohn) Bleier, was a piano teacher who divorced her husband when Gyorgy was young and eventually remarried.




Dr. Berci started taking violin lessons at age 3 and was playing concertos by the time he was 10.




Raised in a family that loved music, Gyorgy began taking violin lessons at age 3 and was playing concertos by the time he was 10. As antisemitic laws eventually restricted Jewish lives and limited his educational opportunities, he and his family moved to Budapest.



But the lives of Jews weren't much better there. Gyorgy, who was not allowed to attend a public high school, entered a private Jewish school, washing cars to help pay the tuition. Prevented from attending medical school because he was Jewish, he got a job as an apprentice in an electrical shop and later worked in mechanical engineering, training that would prove invaluable when he designed medical instruments.



In 1942, he was forced into slave labor, at times digging defensive fortifications in the mountains in the winter; he was later sent to a railway center in Poland, where he unloaded ammunition and explosives from German trains onto trucks.



During an American air raid over Budapest in June 1944, Gyorgy and other prisoners escaped when their guards fled the bombing. Soon after, he joined the Hungarian underground, delivering false papers to Jews in hiding.



In early 1945, after Budapest was liberated by Russian forces, Gyorgy and his family returned to Szeged. Several years after being prevented from attending medical school, he still felt an emotional pull to study music and become an orchestral conductor. But as he recalled in the documentary, "I have a Jewish mother who made the decision." She told him, "You will be a doctor."



In 1950 -- after he had changed his surname to Berci to avert antisemitism -- he graduated from the University of Szeged Medical School and soon began working on methods to preserve arteries. But he left Hungary shortly after Soviet forces crushed the Hungarian revolution in 1956; he and other surgeons operated on about 250 people injured in the brutal attack.



He returned to Vienna, where he applied for and received a Rockefeller Foundation fellowship in experimental surgery. Instead of going to the United States, he moved with his mother, stepfather, daughter and wife (from whom he was then separated) to Melbourne. But before he could resume his surgical career, he had to learn English -- about 120 words a day over six months, he said. He got his medical license in 1959 and worked mainly at the Royal Melbourne Hospital until 1967.



He was recruited to Cedars-Sinai that year as a visiting scholar. Two years later, he joined the hospital full time as director of a new surgical endoscopy unit. Dr. Leon Morgenstern, then the hospital's director of surgery, said that Dr. Berci quickly brought his expertise to nearly every surgical specialty -- even when he wasn't asked. And he was demanding.



"He made a lot of requests, and I wasn't sure I could afford what he asked for," Dr. Morgenstern said in the 2013 documentary. "But to my good fortune, and to his good fortune and to the good fortune of surgical endoscopy, I gave him what he wanted."



Dr. Berci trained many surgeons and taught surgery at Cedars-Sinai and at the medical schools of the University of Southern California and the University of California, Los Angeles. He also wrote, or collaborated on, several books, including "Endoscopy" (1976), "Common Bile Duct Exploration" (1984, with Alfred Cuschieri) and "No Stones Left Unturned" (2021, with Frederick L. Greene).



And he continued playing the violin for fun, sometimes in duets with Ms. DeFevere, his daughter.



"Music was such a huge part of his life -- listening and going to concerts," she said. "But his work overtook that need. His work consumed him in a very good way."



In addition to Ms. DeFevere, his daughter from his marriage to Irene Celikovic, from whom he was divorced, Dr. Berci is survived by a son, Winton Berci, from his marriage to Suzie Diack, which also ended in divorce (as did an earlier marriage, to Suzanne Buckland); a stepdaughter, Liza Landsman Gold, and a stepson, Scott Landsman, from his marriage to Barbara Saltzman, which ended with her death in 2018; and seven grandchildren.



His daughter Nina Craig, whose mother was Ms. Diack, died in 2019.



The length of Dr. Berci's tenure at Cedars-Sinai was noted by Bruce Gewertz, the hospital's surgeon in chief, in an article in The Los Angeles Times two years ago.



"When I moved in," Dr. Gewertz said, "there was this 85-year-old guy in the office next to mine and I thought, 'Well, how long can that last?'"



He added: "Until Covid, it was not uncommon for me to come into the office at 7 a.m. and find George already here working. And his achievements in the last 20 years of his life are probably as important as in the first 80."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/15/science/george-berci-dead.html
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Herbie Flowers, 'Walk on the Wild Side' Bassist, Dies at 86



A celebrated session musician who appeared on a host of classic rock albums, he made his most lasting mark with his contribution to Lou Reed's most famous song.




Herbie Flowers in about 1985. According to the BBC, he played on more than 500 hit albums.




By Alex Williams


Sep 13, 2024


Herbie Flowers, a prolific British session musician who rode a handful of notes to rock immortality with his indelible bass line on Lou Reed's "Walk on the Wild Side" -- just one of the many landmark recordings on which he supported a constellation of rock stars -- died on Sept. 5. He was 86.



Family members announced his death on 
social media
. The family did not say where he died or cite a cause.



Mr. Flowers, a bassist who also occasionally played tuba, began his career as a session musician in the late 1960s. He carved out his sliver of rock glory by playing on more than 
500 hit albums
 by the end of the 1970s, according to the BBC.



The classic albums Mr. Flowers played on could have filled a dorm room shelf in the 1970s and '80s. Among them were Elton John's "Madman Across the Water" and Harry Nilsson's "Nilsson Schmilsson," both from 1971; Cat Stevens's "Foreigner" (1973); and David Bowie's "Diamond Dogs" (1974).



He joined forces with three-quarters of rock's equivalent of the royal family, recording with Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr. He also recorded with Dusty Springfield, Serge Gainsbourg and David Essex, whom he joined on the sinewy 1973 hit 
"Rock On."



Despite his proximity to fame, Mr. Flowers described himself as little more than a hired hand.



As a studio musician, he once told 
Bass Player magazine
, "they play you the song or sling you a chord chart, and you come up with what you think are fancy bass lines." You "get your job done as quickly as you can," he added, "and as soon as they say 'Thanks very much,' get the hell out of there.



"Studio work is expensive. The producer doesn't want you hanging around, being in the way."




Mr. Flowers in 1976. Despite his proximity to fame, he described himself as little more than a hired hand. 




Brian Keith Flowers was born on May 19, 1938, in Isleworth, a London suburb. He got his start playing tuba in a Royal Air Force band in the mid-1950s before turning to bass and honing his skills in various jazz ensembles.



Information about his survivors was not immediately available.



Although he often referred to himself as a "jazzer," Mr. Flowers was soon swept up in the tide of rock. In the late 1960s, he banded together with other crack studio musicians to form Blue Mink, a high-flying pop group that notched four Top 10 songs in Britain, including "Melting Pot," a musical call for racial harmony that reached No. 3 on the British singles chart.




Mr. Flowers, left, in 1976 with Marc Bolan, center, and the other members of the British glam-rock band T. Rex. Mr. Flowers was part of the band's final lineup.




In the mid-1970s, he joined the final lineup of T. Rex, the British glam-rock band fronted by Marc Bolan and known for the 1971 anthem 
"Bang a Gong (Get It On)."



But Mr. Flowers had little interest in the limelight. "I toured with Bowie in America for six months and it was totally exhausting," he said in a 1976 interview with The Evening Standard of London.



"I'd hate to be a pop star," he added, "even if I earned a fortune."



As a sideman, he was at little risk of that. For his work on Mr. Bowie's 1969 landmark song 
"Space Oddity,"
 Mr. Flowers took home nine pounds.



He told Bass Player that he was paid a similar pittance for "Walk on the Wild Side" -- one of a number of songs he contributed to during a three-day session in 1972 for Mr. Reed's acclaimed album "Transformer."




The 1972 Lou Reed album "Transformer," produced by David Bowie and Mick Ronson. included "Walk on the Wild Side," Mr. Reed's signature song, on which Mr. Flowers provided the memorable bass line.




It was Mr. Bowie, who produced the album with Mick Ronson, who hired Mr. Flowers for the job. But Mr. Flowers said Mr. Bowie was not present when he showed up at Trident Studios in London at 10 on a Monday morning to record his part for "Walk on the Wild Side."



Instead, Mr. Reed, who appeared jet-lagged, emerged from the isolation booth, handed Mr. Flowers a handwritten sheet of paper with the song's chords, and left him to come up with a suitable bass line for what would become Mr. Reed's signature song, a gritty chronicle of 
underground figures
 he knew from Andy Warhol's New York demimonde.



Mr. Flowers laid down the initial bass line on his double bass. "There was no inspiration, just a bar of C and a bar of F going round and round," he told Bass Player.



Minimalist as it was, the 
"mother of all bass lines,"
 as it has been called, sets an ominous tone during the song's haunting 20-second instrumental introduction, and thereafter underscores Mr. Reed's lyrical portrait of New York's streets.



The song took on a rich sonic complexity after Mr. Flowers suggested overdubbing the acoustic bass line with a mirroring sequence on his Fender Jazz electric bass, but 10 notes higher.




Mr. Flowers in performance in 2015. He played both double bass and electric bass; on "Walk on the Wild Side," he played both.




"Where the double bass would do a 
glissando downwards
," Mr. Flowers said in an interview with the BBC, invoking the musical term for a slide between notes, "the bass guitar would do a glissando upwards."



"It was quite a unique effect," he added, "but it's an effect that you could only use once on a record -- ever. If any other bass player played that interval on a gig, the audience would shout out goodness knows what."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/13/arts/music/herbie-flowers-dead.html
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Why the Story of the Golf Course Shooting Will Be Told Twice



Florida's governor says a state investigation is needed because federal agencies can't be trusted.




Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida, right, listens as Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody speaks during a news conference on Tuesday.




By Jess Bidgood


Sep 17, 2024


Usually, after a deadly emergency or an event that could have become one, the governor of the state where it happened somberly pledges to support the agency investigating it however he or she can.



This is not quite what happened in Florida after the apparent attempted assassination of Donald Trump on one of his golf courses over the weekend.



Instead, after the F.B.I. announced it was investigating the incident, Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida, a Republican, announced that his state would do its own research on what had happened.



"In my judgment, it's not in the best interest of our state or our nation to have the same federal agencies that are seeking to prosecute Donald Trump leading this investigation," DeSantis said on Tuesday morning at a news conference in West Palm Beach, raising the possibility that 
the suspect, Ryan Routh
, could face a state charge of attempted murder.



It is not uncommon for state and federal investigators to conduct parallel inquiries after a major event -- but it is uncommon for state leaders to publicly impugn federal investigators in the process. It's a sign of the way Sunday's incident has become the latest front in the war that Trump's party is waging with federal law enforcement, and the latest example of Republicans seeking to release their own version of the facts to score political points.



So today, I reached out to my colleague 
Patricia Mazzei
, the Miami bureau chief for The New York Times, to ask about the apparent assassination attempt and DeSantis's investigation. Our conversation was edited and condensed.



Pati, thank you so much for talking with me today. First things first: What's the latest on the shooting?



The suspect in the case, who was detained on Sunday, made his first appearance in federal court on Monday in West Palm Beach, where he was charged with two federal gun possession crimes. The F.B.I. is leading an investigation, working with the Secret Service and various local sheriff's offices, to sort out exactly what happened.



You have covered a lot of major news events in Florida during DeSantis's time as governor. How unusual is it for him to announce the state's own investigation into a matter like this?



It feels unusual in that when there is a federal crime, federal investigators usually just take the lead, and if there is a state crime to pursue, local prosecutors typically take a back seat while they wait for the federal case to resolve, or at least to move forward. The governor has made himself a national figure in the last few years by saying he's unafraid to take on federal authority. So this plays into his political persona as someone who likes to do things his own way.



Who will run the state investigation?



DeSantis issued an executive order assigning the case to prosecutors from the office of Ashley Moody, the Florida attorney general. DeSantis is suggesting that having the state look at this is necessary because he's unsure whether the federal investigation can be trusted -- which I think is most striking.



DeSantis's argument is that the same federal agencies that have charged Trump with various federal crimes -- including the Southern District of Florida, where he was charged with illegally holding onto classified national security materials after leaving office -- can't be trusted to investigate this potential attempt on his life.



He also said the state would be more transparent than federal investigators because of Florida's open records laws, although his administration is often unwilling to produce records under those laws.



I'm reminded of how, after Congress opened a bipartisan investigation of the July attempted assassination of Trump in Butler County, Pa., a group of right-wing lawmakers 
said they were opening a "parallel investigation" into the matter, too
. What does this tell us about the broader politics of the moment when it comes to Republicans, law enforcement and Trump?



There does seem to be a parallel there -- and let's remember that DeSantis was once a member of the House of Representatives himself. He's not that far removed from those very lawmakers who are taking those actions.



The Republican Party, for so many years, was associated with law and order. They would still promote themselves as a pro-law enforcement party. But right now, they see a benefit to questioning federal agencies. It seems like a way to keep in the political conversation something that the agencies would like to keep out of partisan disputes. It speaks to the charged political moment.



DeSantis ran against Trump for president. They were not particularly happy with each other at that time. What do we know about DeSantis's relationship with Trump, and to the former president's life in and around Mar-a-Lago?



DeSantis said today that he had finally spoken to Trump about the episode on Sunday, and he said that Trump told him that he agreed with the idea of the state-level investigation.



The two men were closer before the 2024 Republican primary. During the early years of DeSantis's term as governor, he was seen as a staunch Trump ally who won with the then-president's endorsement, and they had a fair amount of contact. The governor has talked a lot about golfing with Trump at the West Palm Beach golf course. Today, DeSantis said that he's thought before that the golf course could be vulnerable because some of the holes there are so close to the fence line.



DeSantis has a long history of seizing on issues Trump cares about to score points with his own base. Is that part of what is happening here?



He gets to look like someone who is defending Trump's interests. He is stoking distrust of federal agencies while saying his state agencies can get to the bottom of it. There does not appear to be a downside for him there, other than perhaps incurring the annoyance of the federal agencies. But that doesn't seem to be the governor's concern right now.




Donald Trump did not change his campaign schedule following the apparent assassination attempt on Sunday.




It's business as usual on the campaign trail



After a summer of political upheaval that already saw an attempted assassination of the former president, an apparent second attempt on his life did little to slow the candidates' activity.



In the two days since Secret Service agents opened fire on a man with a rifle near a golf course where Trump was playing, the former president has 
rolled out a cryptocurrency business
, rolled back his position on 
a state and local tax break he limited during his presidency
, and is set to appear tonight at a town hall in Flint, Mich.



Vice President Kamala Harris, meanwhile, 
sat for an interview
 with the National Association of Black Journalists while her running mate, Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, made stops in Georgia and North Carolina on Tuesday.



If any candidate seemed keen to linger on the apparent assassination plot, it was Senator JD Vance of Ohio, who has been criticized in recent days for promoting false claims about migrants in Springfield, Ohio. 
Speaking at a campaign event in Sparta, Mich., on Tuesday
, Vance blamed Democrats for the attempts on Trump's life.



"It's time to say to the Democrats, to the media, to everybody that's been attacking this man and censoring this man for going on 10 years: Cut it out before you get somebody killed," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/17/us/politics/trump-assassination-attempt-investigation.html
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On Comedy



Is the Comedy-Club Booking Process Broken?



The owners of a new spot say hiring comics based on referrals from other stand-ups is no guarantee the acts will be funny. Others say it's all more nuanced.




Jad Sleiman at the club that he and his partners plan to book via tape submissions rather than referrals. 




By Jason Zinoman


Sep 18, 2024


After three years doing standup roughly every night, the comic Jad Sleiman concluded that the system for finding and promoting new talent was broken.



"Whether or not you get onstage at most clubs in the city has very little to do, at this point, with how funny you are," he wrote me recently. Sleiman went on to say that the best way to get stage time is not to work at your craft, but to network, make connections and increase your online follower count. Most major clubs use a referral system, to varying degrees: That means to get onstage, you need other comics to vouch for you, he said.



Performers, he added, naturally pick their friends, and there's even a motivation to promote mediocrity. "Honestly," he told me. "You don't want to follow someone who buries you."



In comparison to the theater, live comedy has recovered from the pandemic in great commercial shape, with the help of podcasting and social media exposure. But with success comes the danger of insularity, and while more new artists are entering the field than ever, the gulf in influence between celebrity comics and gifted young unknowns grows. Sleiman's polemical critique of the current club establishment gives voice to a real and justifiable anxiety that it's becoming harder for comics with more talent than connections to break through.



Young, hustling comedians have always bemoaned the choices of gatekeepers, but Sleiman is actually dedicating money and time to doing something about it. Along with fellow comics Brooks Tawil and Kyle Gillis, who share his frustration with the status quo, he recently started the 
Bushwick Comedy Club
. One week before opening, sitting next to Tawil inside a former bodega that now houses a small stage, 50 seats and a sink held up by Goya cans, Sleiman described his plans for a more meritocratic comedy club.



"Our main difference is going to sound stupid," he explained, "but simply put, we're going to actually watch submission tapes." Referrals will not matter. Nor will social media followers. Only how funny you are on tape. On Instagram, Bushwick Comedy Club promotes itself as the "only club in New York who books its lineups purely off video submissions."




Audiences at the recently opened Bushwick Comedy Club.




That means if you send a tape of yourself telling jokes, usually in front of a crowd, the three owners will watch it and if all three give it a thumbs up, you become part of the rotation. One dissent kills your chances. They've already pored over 1,000 tapes and signed up 70 comics.



Sleiman, 35, and Tawil, 26, are both short, and full of coiled intensity, while Gillis, 32, towers over them with heavy-metal hair hanging past his shoulders. With more than a dozen years' performing and producing comedy, he has the most experience booking shows, independently and at other clubs, including the Tiny Cupboard, another Bushwick spot. He speaks about clubs like someone who has had to bite his lip for too long. "We're going to watch more comedy than anyone else," Gillis said, adding that just "really caring about quality is novel enough to make us stand out."



Sleiman traces the inspiration for their booking system to the moment at a comedy festival in Indiana that he met Josh Sandoval, a seasoned booker who helps program the 
Netflix Is a Joke
 festival, the country's biggest annual comedy showcase. In Sleiman's telling, this gatekeeper was asked by a performer what he looked for in a good tape, and he responded by saying that he couldn't remember the last time he had watched one.



"It struck me as insane, because this guy could go to all the top festivals in the country, get all their tapes and simply watch them," he said. "This is a man whose job is to discover the next big thing in comedy."



Sandoval told me this was taken out of context. His full statement, he said, was that he didn't 
only
 use tapes. Word of mouth and seeing comics live is also important. He added that he was doubtful the Bushwick club would rely solely on tapes. "Jad asked me if I would tell high-profile comedians to go to his club," he wrote in a direct message, "which I felt was odd given that I had just met him, nor had I been to the venue."




From left, Brooks Tawil, Kyle Gillis and Sleiman are comics who started the club out of frustration with the status quo. 




THERE IS REASON
 
FOR SKEPTICISM
 about the success of Bushwick Comedy Club. Making any new arts institution work in this city is famously difficult. And anyone who has seen someone popular online try standup knows that a tape does not necessarily translate to live comedy in the room.



Several New York club owners, including one at the Tiny Cupboard, describe only watching tapes as impractical (not enough hours in the day). They also say this critique mischaracterizes the process, which typically finds talent through multiple sources, including submissions. Felicia Madison, the booker for the 
West Side Comedy Club
, said she took referrals but also reached out to comics after seeing them at an open mic or on an Instagram video. The 
Comedy Cellar
's owner, Noam Dworman, said that while he thought most new comics were booked at his club through referrals, he also found new talent in a multitude of ways, including submissions. As an example, he said, he added Gray West to the roster after seeing him at another club, Rodney's.



Referrals weren't part of the process when the 
New York Comedy Club
 opened, said Emilio Savone, a co-owner. He praised the idealism of the new Bushwick enterprise before questioning its sustainability. If the club succeeds, its roster of new talent will become a veteran stable and the owners will discover there's not enough stage time for everyone. "If a comic becomes big, do you wash them out to keep a pipeline for young comics?" he wondered. "Talk to me in three years."



Savone did say that the scene had changed in the last two decades and that there were many more comics who could draw audiences today, which had led to clubs' spending less time developing talent. Asked about the new club, the comic Sam Frank, who also books a 
biweekly independent show
 in the West Village, said he wasn't convinced that watching tapes would be a panacea but added that Sleiman was onto something: "The referral-based system is a flawed one that often prioritizes people skills over comedy skills," he said.



The owners of the Bushwick Comedy Club all point to their experience as comics -- Sleiman is a former Marine from West Virginia who is a Muslim of Lebanese descent, a background that inspires some of his jokes -- as an advantage in knowing where talent is emerging at independent shows. And they balked at the idea that they might recreate the favoritism they see in other clubs on the grounds that they care too much about their reputation.




Other club bookers say that they find new comics in multiple ways and that relying only on tapes, as the Bushwick owners planned, seems impractical.




THIS ISN'T THE FIRST TIME
 Sleiman has mounted an unlikely challenge to an establishment. After getting fired from his job at an NPR member station in January 2023 because of jokes online that his bosses claimed violated social media policy, Sleiman 
fought the decision
 and triumphed, winning back pay. He connected with his partners after posting on Instagram that he wanted to use this money to start a club. He landed on the neighborhood of Bushwick at a moment of expansion for comedy in the borough.



Until 2018, there weren't any comedy clubs in Brooklyn, which was better known for an alternative scene. In the last few years, traditional showcase clubs opened in Williamsburg (Flop House, Williamsburg Comedy Club), near Downtown Brooklyn (Eastville) and in Bushwick (the Tiny Cupboard). While Brooklyn crowds have a reputation for being progressive and quick to offend, Sleiman rejects that as an old caricature. "If this were 2018 and Twitter was everyone's life, I might think that," he said. "But people here are normal. Like, they want a fun time."



Twenty minutes before their debut show, Sleiman was sweeping the lobby as audiences congregated outside the windowed doors. Instead of head shots of comics, a more traditional design choice, the walls were covered with a sprawling mural featuring a dinosaur, taxis and a giant shark. On either side of the stage there were cabinets of oddball objects: an 
Artie Lange
 memoir, a small globe and a fish tank.



In between cigarettes, Sleiman said he hadn't been this tired since he was in the military stationed in Afghanistan. He took tickets, Gillis worked the sound board and Brooks hosted the show, cracking the inaugural joke: "My name is Brooks. I'll be one of your Jews for the evening."



Onstage was a mostly funny, diverse lineup of little-known comics, riffing on the election, dating, being broke. Benny Feldman, an absurdist who favored cockeyed one-liners, delivered the standout set, poking fun at his own Tourette's syndrome, which manifested in periodic jolts to the side and clicking sounds. "Tourette's is sort of the abstract art of disabilities," he said. "A lot of people are like: I could do that."



Sleiman ended his set with a heartfelt thanks to the packed house, saying he hadn't been sure anyone was going to show up. Gillis also let a moment of vulnerability show when talking about how much weed he smoked.



"I think I am going to get fired from my day job because they know I am coming in high," he said, pausing for a moment to smile at the crowd. "So, this place has to do well now."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/18/arts/television/comedy-club-booking.html
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'American Crime Story' Turns to Sports With Aaron Hernandez Saga



The buzzy FX series delves into the N.F.L. star who murdered a friend less than a year after playing in the Super Bowl.




Aaron Hernandez has been the subject of multiple books, true crime podcasts and documentaries. But now his story is getting the Ryan Murphy treatment.




By Emmanuel Morgan


Sep 17, 2024


The saga of 
Aaron Hernandez
 has riveted the sports world and beyond for more than a decade. An N.F.L. star on one of football's best teams killed a man in 2013 even as he chased fame and glory on the field.



Two years after his conviction in 2015, Hernandez hanged himself in prison, leaving unexplained his descent into crime, rumors about his sexuality, and how he was able to hide his off-field life while thriving at America's most popular sport.



Hernandez has been the subject of multiple books, true crime podcasts and documentaries. But his story is getting the Ryan Murphy treatment in a new 10-part anthology series, "American Sports Story: Aaron Hernandez," premiering on Tuesday on FX and Hulu. Its showrunners are trying a playbook similar to one used for dramatizations of other well-known scandals like 
"The People v. O.J. Simpson"
 and 
"Impeachment,"
 about former President Bill Clinton's sexual improprieties. But this time, they're grappling with new terrain: pro football.



Nina Jacobson, an executive producer of "American Sports Story," said showrunners hoped to offer viewers a "more subjective experience," rather than a rehashing of previously reported events.



"I think we try, in all of these shows, to find a way to put people in the shoes of the characters and put themselves in the eye of the storm -- not in a way to excuse anybody's voices or behaviors," she said, "but to give people a chance to maybe see them in a different light."



Ahead of the first installment, here are the key points to know about Aaron Hernandez's football career and murder case, and the TV drama that will depict them.



How good was Aaron Hernandez at football?




Hernandez (No. 81) played college football at the University of Florida, where he was voted the nation's best tight end. But he also ran into trouble there. 




From 2007 to 2009, Hernandez played college football at the University of Florida, where his team won a national championship. He was voted the nation's best tight end and played alongside quarterback Tim Tebow, and under the direction of head coach Urban Meyer. (The team was later profiled in the Netflix documentary series "Untold: Swamp Kings.")



But Hernandez also ran into trouble. As a 17-year-old freshman, an altercation at a Florida bar ended in a deferred prosecution agreement for Hernandez. In 2007, according to a 
report
, he was questioned by police investigating a shooting that injured two men. And he was suspended by the team in 2008 after a positive test for marijuana.



Despite his talent, many N.F.L. teams were concerned enough about his behavior to pass him over. He was not selected until the fourth round of the 2010 N.F.L. Draft, joining the New England Patriots. Led by quarterback Tom Brady and head coach Bill Belichick, the Patriots were one of football's most popular and successful teams, and their selection kept Hernandez, raised in Bristol, Conn., close to home.



Hernandez became a key force, helping the Patriots to a 
Super Bowl appearance in 2012
. That year, the team's owner, Robert Kraft, signed Hernandez to a $40 million contract, a record at the time.




Hernandez was released by the Patriots shortly after his 2013 arrest. Nina Jacobson, an executive producer of "American Sports Story," said showrunners hoped to offer viewers a "more subjective experience." 




What happened in Aaron Hernandez's murder case?



In 2013, Hernandez was charged with first-degree murder, accused of fatally shooting Odin Lloyd, a semiprofessional football player who had been dating the sister of Hernandez's fiancee. Lloyd's body was found at an industrial park near Hernandez's home, and prosecutors said Hernandez had been angered that Lloyd spoke with people Hernandez did not like at a bar.



The Patriots released Hernandez shortly after his arrest, and while awaiting trial, he was separately charged with murder in the 2012 drive-by shootings of two men in Boston.



Hernandez was convicted of Lloyd's murder in 2015 and sentenced to life in prison, but acquitted of the other charges in 2017. Days after his acquittal, prison officers said Hernandez hanged himself in his cell with a bedsheet. 
He was posthumously diagnosed
 with a severe case of chronic traumatic encephalopathy, or C.T.E., a degenerative brain disease that has been found in many football players.



In media accounts after Hernandez's death, a childhood friend, Dennis SanSoucie, said he and Hernandez had a sexual relationship as teenagers. Hernandez's brother, Jonathan, said Aaron had come out to their mother shortly before his death.



How was the FX series made?




Hernandez is played in the series by Josh Rivera, who put on 30 pounds to prepare for the role.




It is based on "Gladiator: Aaron Hernandez and Football Inc.," a 2018 podcast from The Boston Globe and Wondery. Jacobson and Brad Simpson, another executive producer, said they also relied on court transcripts and game footage to keep the series accurate. Domonique Foxworth, a former N.F.L. player and current ESPN analyst, wrote an episode. Simpson said he had been particularly insightful regarding locker-room culture.



Who plays Hernandez and his teammates?



Though the "American Crime Story" franchise has frequently used well-known actors, in Emmy-nominated performances, much of the cast are relative unknowns.



Hernandez is portrayed by Josh Rivera, 29, known for supporting roles in "West Side Story" and "The Hunger Games: The Ballad of Songbirds & Snakes." Simpson said Rivera put on about 30 pounds for the role. 



Tom Brady and Rob Gronkowski are played by Ross Jirgl and Laith Wallschleger, former college football players; and Tim Tebow by Patrick Schwarzenegger, a son of Arnold Schwarzenegger. 




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/17/arts/television/aaron-hernandez-american-sports-story.html
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The Best True Crime to Stream: All the Cool Kids Are Wearing It



Four picks across television, film and podcasting that examine dark stories about some of the most trendy clothing brands.




The documentary "Brandy Hellville & The Cult of Fast Fashion," streaming on Max, turns a sharp eye to the Gen Z fashion brand Brandy Melville.




By Maya Salam


Sep 11, 2024


In recent years, several popular apparel brands have made news for troubling reasons. Most often, they have been accused of corporate greed, having predatory practices that exploit young women, and propagating abusive systems at all levels of production, promotion and distribution. These headlines have, in turn, inspired a string of documentaries, docuseries and podcasts.



Here are four picks that explore the stories of such companies, all of which have been marred by corrupt leadership or sudden tragedy.



Documentary



"Brandy Hellville & The Cult of Fast Fashion"



Having barely heard of the Brandy Melville brand, I wasn't particularly eager to watch this documentary that was released in April on Max. But as it turns out, that is kind of the point. This film from director Eva Orner not only is a searing examination of the toxic culture at this Gen Z-targeted, social media-fueled label, but it also manages to expose the many unethical systems endemic to the global fast-fashion industry. Footage from Ghana, where mountains of clothing waste from the United States blanket towns and shorelines, chilled me to the bone.



As for Brandy Melville itself -- maybe most famous for selling only tiny clothing with disingenuous "one size fits most" labels -- the film highlights many of the 
takeaways
 from the journalist Kate Taylor's Business Insider 
investigation
, including scores of allegations of racism and of widespread predatory practices by the brand's shadowy leaders, Silvio and Stephan Marsan. It all becomes that much more grim with a rape allegation against a manager by an employee.



Documentary Series



"Victoria's Secret: Angels and Demons"



Over three episodes, this 2022 docuseries on Hulu charts the meteoric rise of the multibillion dollar lingerie empire Victoria's Secret, and illuminates the many problems that underpinned, even fueled, that success along the way, 
each revelation more stomach-turning
 than the last.



It all begins and, in many ways, ends with a trio of elusive business leaders: Leslie Wexner, the company's former longtime chief executive; Ed Razek, a former top executive at L Brands, the parent company of Victoria's Secret, who was repeatedly accused of inappropriate conduct, like trying to kiss models; and most notoriously, Jeffrey Epstein, the wealthy financier with whom Wexner had a close and mysterious decades-long relationship.



But it wasn't until after the 2019 arrest of Epstein on sex trafficking charges -- he was already a convicted sex offender -- that 
revelations about his outsize control
 over the brand's hundreds of millions of dollars started to come to light, as well as how he may have leveraged his connections to Victoria's Secret to pose as a recruiter and lure young women.



Wexner declined to be interviewed for the series, so some questions go unanswered. But witnessing the making of the brand -- from its heyday of supermodel "angels" to its expansion to attract tween girls -- through the lens of exploitation is a crucial reset.



Documentary Series



"The Curse of Von Dutch: A Brand to Die For"



For those who came of age in the Y2K era, Von Dutch most likely conjures up images of celebrities like Paris Hilton, Jay-Z, Britney Spears and Ashton Kutcher sporting trucker hats adorned with the brand name in hot-rod typography.



The craze might have seemed innocent enough but, as we learn in this three-part 2021 Hulu docuseries, the apparel brand has had a turbulent, circuitous history rife with sabotage, greed, back-stabbing and shady practices, as well as a charge of first-degree murder.



Behind the behemoth -- at its peak in the mid-2000s, Von Dutch was doubling its profits monthly -- was a bevy of characters, including three men, all 
interviewed for the Hulu series
, who claim that they created Von Dutch: Ed Boswell, a Los Angeles art collector; Michael Cassel, a former drug dealer who pivoted to fashion; and Cassel's mentee Robert Vaughn. "Fashion's the easiest to launder money," Vaughn says.



Though the men waxing poetic about the so-called good old days can wear thin over the episodes, their recollections bring to life the distinct tone of the era.



Podcast



"Morbid":
"The Lululemon Murder: Part 1"
 and 
"Part 2"



This story differs from the others in that it's not a takedown of a company, its leaders or its practices. Instead, it's about a horrendously brutal attack that took place on March 11, 2011, at a Lululemon store in Bethesda, Md., that left Jayna Murray, a store worker, dead. When her body was discovered, so was that of another store worker, Brittany Norwood, who was zip-tied and bleeding but alive. The details of what transpired are bizarre to start, but the twist at the end is practically incomprehensible.



The conversational tone of this two-parter from Wondery's prolific "Morbid" podcast -- hosted by Alaina Urquhart, an autopsy technician who has degrees in criminal justice, psychology and biology; and Ash Kelley, who brings the true-crime fan-girl energy -- might be off-putting to some, but the duo do their research. Pulling from news reports and the book "The Yoga Store Murder," by Dan Morse, they present the details concisely and clearly, and with some discretion.
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A New Shark Joins the Tank as Mark Cuban Departs



Daniel Lubetzky, the founder of the Kind snack company, began appearing as a guest on "Shark Tank" five years ago. Soon he'll have a permanent seat.




"So many kids and families watch this show together," Daniel Lubetzky said, adding that viewers can learn about entrepreneurship from "Shark Tank." 




By Jordyn Holman


Sep 18, 2024


As Mark Cuban prepares to leave the ABC hit "Shark Tank" after more than a decade, the reality show is giving the guest star Daniel Lubetzky a permanent seat on the five-person panel. The show, which has aired since 2009, introduces well-connected investors, like Lubetzky, to ambitious entrepreneurs who hope to strike a deal.



Lubetzky, who founded Kind Snacks, signed a multi-season deal, and his presence will bring a new dynamic when the next season airs on Oct. 18. This is the first time since 2012 that the show has introduced a regular investor -- known as a shark -- to its rotating panel, which also includes Barbara Corcoran, Lori Greiner, Robert Herjavec, Daymond John and Kevin O'Leary.



"
We're seeing it as an inflection point, as an opportunity to grow," Clay Newbill, the executive director of "Shark Tank," said in a video interview.



Lubetzky started appearing on the show five years ago, often attracting founders of food companies. During negotiations, Lubetzky often smiles and asks entrepreneurs for their back stories. In the process he shares his own. Before he declines to fund someone's company, he offers advice and shares stories of his own rejections and business miscalculations. He often invokes his father, a Holocaust survivor, when talking about resiliency.



Lubetzky complements the show's themes around the American dream and enchantment with entrepreneurship. He was born in Mexico, and as a child watched his father run businesses. When he was a teenager, the family moved to the United States, and in 2004, after starting other businesses, he began his Kind brand, which emphasizes that its snacks lack artificial flavors and preservatives. A deal with Starbucks in 2009 helped the brand reach even more customers. In 2020, Mars, the maker of M&M's and Snickers, acquired Kind and 
valued the company
 at about $5 billion.



Lubetzky says he sees himself as a team player as he joins the show permanently.



"So many kids and families watch this show together," Lubetzky said in an interview in June on the set of "Shark Tank" in Los Angeles, adding that the show is a way for viewers to learn about entrepreneurship. "It's just an incredible way to contribute."



Newbill says Lubetzky is not a direct replacement for Cuban. (The show is also adding four new guest sharks, including the venture capitalist Rashaun Williams and the chief executive of the fast-food chain Raising Cane's, Todd Graves.)



"
Personally, I don't think that you can replace Mark Cuban," Newbill said. "He's a force on the show."




"I wasn't going to try to fit in. I was just myself," Mark Cuban, left, said of his time on the show. "When I saw an opportunity, rather than doing it in a traditional business sense, I just try to have fun with it."




Since 2011 when he first appeared as a guest investor, Cuban has been, in many ways, the anchor of "Shark Tank." He was the show's first billionaire investor and his investments in tech, sports and health care ushered in a new era of entrepreneurs and viewers.



In an interview, John, who has been on the show since its first season, said "Shark Tank" really took off when Cuban started appearing because he would go on late-night shows and his tweets about "Shark Tank" drew viewers who might not otherwise watch a show about boardroom haggling.



His energy on the show is similar to the one he has while sitting courtside for the Dallas Mavericks, the N.B.A. team he purchased in 2000 and 
agreed to sell his majority stake in
 last year. When impressed by someone's business acumen he claps loudly; he also introduced the 24-second shot clock, the amount of time a business owner has to accept an offer before he takes it off the table. It raised the stakes of the show, and at times, it seemed the blood pressure of other sharks, who had to learn how to keep up with his bravado and style.



"
I wasn't going to try to fit in. I was just myself," Cuban said in an interview in June on the show's set as he reflected on his tenure. He said he's leaving the show because he wanted to spend more time with family and focus on building his prescription drug company. The next season will be his last as a regular shark.



"I just try to be brutally honest with the entrepreneurs," he said, "and when I saw an opportunity, rather than doing it in a traditional business sense, I just try to have fun with it."



During filming that day, an entrepreneur walked out in front of the sharks and started his pitch just as every participant does: "Hi, sharks, my name is -- " and then threw out his monetary ask. But he fumbled his next line. Instead of appealing to all of the investors, he said the quiet part loud: "So, Mark -- so, sharks----"



Everyone laughed. Cuban smiled. It was a slip-up that was understandable.
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Critic's Notebook



Common Ground, and Conflict, Between 2 Stars of Land Art



A retrospective pairing Teresita Fernandez and Robert Smithson shows they share sympathetic, deep engagement with geology and civilization.




Robert Smithson and Teresita Fernandez share billing at Site Santa Fe, a survey in New Mexico. From left, Smithson's "A Nonsite (Franklin, New Jersey)," 1968; Fernandez, "Vinales (Plateau)," 2019; Fernandez, "Vinales (Reclining Nude)," 2015; and Smithson, "Road to Crater," 1969.




By Travis Diehl


Sep 17, 2024


The artist and writer Robert Smithson, famous for his austere and monumental "Spiral Jetty" unfurling in Utah's Great Salt Lake, 
died at 35 in a plane crash
 in 1973. Teresita Fernandez was born in Miami in 1968. By the time she was in art school, Smithson was well installed in the canon as a theorist of minimalism and a pioneer of the large outdoor sculptures that he termed "earthworks."



Now, Smithson and Fernandez, a 
2005 MacArthur fellow
 known for sculptural clouds of fragmentary materials like glass and graphite, share equal billing at Site Santa Fe in a survey of their often materially varied work. More than 30 pieces by Fernandez, representing 30 years, are juxtaposed with roughly the same number of Smithson works, made in the last decade of his life. The artists share long engagements with deep time, geology, civilization -- and, above all, landscape, defined as culture overlaid on land.




Robert Smithson's "Spiral Jetty," a coil of rock and earth on the northeastern shore of the Great Salt Lake in Utah.




Their perspectives on these grand themes are sympathetic. Their tones often clash: his mercurial and brainy, hers formal and meditative. But the show, curated by Fernandez and Lisa Le Feuvre, the executive director of the Holt/Smithson Foundation, isn't a refutation. It's a careful response to the patriarchal legacy of landscape art, which Smithson both embodied and critiqued.



At least one Fernandez piece takes up Smithson's legacy explicitly. Her "Nocturnal" series of splattered graphite reliefs offer a monochrome on the tropes of Hudson School-type American landscape painting, all gorges and waterfalls and palpable light. One example is titled after Smithson's so-called pour works -- cascades of glue and asphalt dumped down hillsides like chemical Niagaras, which were his caustic riff on the same tropes.



Smithson supplemented his artworks with arcane essays on ruination and entropy. Fernandez seems invested in elemental elegance, letting materials like charcoal, graphite, glass and silver speak for themselves.




Robert Smithson's "Seventh Mirror Displacement," a detail from "Yucatan Mirror Displacements" (1969), a series of photographs of square mirrors scattered among roots and dunes on the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico.




The different temperaments of their work also comes across in the two films on view. Smithson's essayistic "Spiral Jetty," which includes documentation of the earthwork's construction, pans over dead specimens behind museum glass, and over a map of Utah, while the artist reads from Samuel Beckett. Fernandez's "Cuajani," 2024 (directed with Juan Carlos Alom), depicts dwellings in the jungle, life among life. A pair of hands hold a fossil.



The show stresses work that Smithson made in Mexico, including his series of photographs of square mirrors scattered among roots and dunes on the Yucatan Peninsula. (For that matter, Utah, site of "Spiral Jetty," was formerly part of Mexico.)



Smithson was willing to play the settler anthropologist. In "Hotel Palenque," a pseudo-academic slide lecture that he delivered at the University of Utah in 1972, reproduced here with the original audio synced to a slide projector, he explains the "purpose" of a hotel's ruined features with deadpan authority, flipping through snapshots of exposed rebar and unfinished walls. He praises a suite of caved-in outbuildings, for instance, as a smart provision for travelers who want to sleep under the sky.



Smithson's cynicism can be hard to gauge. In the lecture, he casually exaggerates Mayan sacrificial rites to the corn gods. He sounds flip, too, when he calls the hotel Mayan ruins. But this joke is central to his thinking: He often discussed human industry, the unbeautiful way we gouge and rearrange the earth, as something like a geologic process -- a brute fact.



Fernandez seems to admonish us for a self-wrought disaster. The striking sepia mosaic "Caribbean Cosmos (Earth)," 2023, offers a satellite view of a coastline menaced by spiraling storms.




Teresita Fernandez's "Caribbean Cosmos (Earth)" (detail), 2023, glazed ceramic.




Then there's the frank message of Fernandez's "Island Universe 2," from 2023, a mosaic of the continents made of charcoal fragments, arranged in an elongated Pangaea with Antarctica on the left and Australia at right, flattening the implied hierarchy of north and south.



Fernandez portrays the interconnected globe as a scorched Earth. But that vision, too, can be sublime.



"Teresita Fernandez / Robert Smithson"



Through Oct. 28. Site Santa Fe, 1606 Paseo de Peralta, Santa Fe, N.M.; 505-989-1199, 
sitesantafe.org
.
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After 'a Treasure Hunt,' a Cut-Up Masterpiece Returns to Venice



More than 200 years after a ceiling painted by the Tuscan artist Vasari was dismembered and sold on the antiquarian market, it is (almost) whole again.




The reconstruction of Giorgio Vasari's ceiling panels, at the Gallerie dell'Accademia in Venice.




By Elisabetta Povoledo


Sep 17, 2024


Over 40 years ago, Italian culture officials in Venice began searching for the pieces of a nine-panel ceiling that the artist-turned-biographer-of-artists Giorgio Vasari painted during a 16th-century Venetian sojourn.



Commissioned by Giovanni Corner, who belonged to one of Venice's most powerful families, the ceiling depicting the "Triumph of Virtues" had been dismantled and scattered across Europe after his branch of the Corner family died out in 1798.



The ceiling -- or most of it -- was finally reassembled in Venice's Gallerie dell'Accademia last month, coinciding with the 450th anniversary commemorations for Vasari's death, after what culture officials described as a "treasure hunt." Parts had landed on the antiquarian market passing through various hands in Germany, Switzerland, Britain and Italy.



When the hunt for the missing panels began, there was no guarantee that it would be successful, according to the Gallerie dell'Accademia's director, Giulio Manieri Elia, but the works gradually emerged, in private collections, at auction and in Italian museums.



Some of the recoveries were nothing short of miraculous, he added, citing the panel of a chubby cherub that was identified when an art historian recognized the piece in an Architectural Digest article showcasing an Italian home.



"The fundamental thing was that Vasari described it, luckily," said Manieri Elia, explaining that Vasari's description of the ceiling in a book 
recounting his many commissions
, as well as in his "Lives of the Artists," helped guide officials during their hunt.




Vasari created a nine panel oil painting depicting five virtues, including "Patience," above, with four small puttos in the corners, united by the sky.




Vasari came to Venice in December 1541 to design a temporary theater for a play by the poet, playwright and satirist Pietro Aretino, written for a society of wealthy Venetian noblemen to be performed during the Venetian carnival in 1542. The elaborate decorative scheme of the theater, which Vasari described in a letter to one of his patrons in Florence, included several figures depicting the virtues, typically used in Renaissance art to personify moral qualities.



Vasari's talents caught at least one patron's eye.



The uncle of one of the noblemen was Giovanni Corner, who tasked Vasari with decorating a ceiling in his palazzo on the Grand Canal.



The artist set out to dazzle, crafting a nine panel oil painting depicting five virtues -- Charity in the center, flanked by Faith, Hope, Justice and Patience -- with four cherubs in the corners, united by the sky, whose color lightens in the central panel.



Vasari, who championed the artistry of the Tuscany region, had to measure up against some significant Venetian talents, like Titian, Tintoretto and Veronese. So "like all artists who came from outside to work in Venice, Vasari gave his best and here he showed everything that he could do," Manieri Elia said.



The decision to try to reunite the Vasari ceiling's pieces dates to the 1980s and ended nearly four decades later with the purchase of two panels from collectors in London. Negotiations were lengthy, at times complicated and required significant fund-raising efforts because the Italian state didn't always have the available cash. Private donors, including the movie director James Ivory, as well as conservation charities, helped raise the money.




Eight of the nine panels are now reunified at the Gallerie dell'Accademia.




"Let's say we helped put together the pieces of a puzzle," said Toto Bergamo Rossi, the director of the Venetian Heritage Foundation. He recalled the thrill of visiting the London house that was once the home of J.M. Barrie, the creator of Peter Pan, to negotiate the purchase of one of the virtues, the "Allegory of Faith," which hung over a huge fireplace.



Being in Barrie's home, "I became a child in a second," he said.



Though each of the panels had taken divergent paths, their condition had been "quite good," said Rossella Cavigli, the restorer who worked on the ceiling as panels arrived at the Accademia.



Vasari's ceiling and its design -- panels divided and united by an elaborate gold frame -- had a significant impact on the local artists working in Venice at that time, and was an "incredible injection of mannerism on Venetian painting," said Bergamo Rossi. Tintoretto, Veronese and even Titian were inspired by the ceiling "so it was fundamental that this ceiling returned to Venice," said Manieri Elia.



The hunt for the remaining panels continues. One depicting a cherub is missing, and the ends of the panel depicting the "Allegory of Faith" had been cut off. Art historians are still uncertain what the missing sections may have depicted.



The "Allegory of Hope" had also been cut. But in that case, art historians were able to identify a figure depicting the "Suicide of Judas" in the Vasari House Museum in Arezzo as the missing element. The Judas panel is now on loan to the Gallerie dell'Accademia.



The missing panels "could be anywhere," Manieri Elia said. "Once they entered the market, they could have followed unpredictable routes."



That so many were found was "part miracle, part stubbornness, part continuity," Manieri Elia added, pointing out he was just one part of a long line of museum directors, curators and culture ministry officials who had worked to recover the panels. "It's something to be proud of," he said.
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How the Mystery of Freeware Inspired the Kaleidoscopic UFO 50



Figuring out the controls, objectives and how to win is part of the fun when players load games from a fictional 1980s company.




The dozens of games within UFO 50 fit into all sorts of genres, including the beat-'em-up Fist Hell.




By Brian Feldman


Sep 18, 2024


There are many reasons that creating a video game can take a long time. It may take a while to land on the mechanics, or to nail the story beats. For big-budget games, the sheer scale of ambition and world building can cause development cycles nearly a decade long, during which shifting audience trends may force a developer to scrap its initial vision.



For UFO 50
, which began its development in 2016, the protracted path to completion is right there in the name: It is not just one video game, but 50.



There are arcade-style sports games (Bushido Ball, Hot Foot), platformers (Cyber Owls, Mini & Max), puzzle games (Block Koala), deck builders (Party House), role-playing games (Grimstone) and dungeon crawlers (Valbrace). While each '80s-style title is not necessarily feature length by modern terms, they're fully built out, with narratives, multiple levels and multiplayer modes when appropriate.



UFO 50's origins can be traced to the childhood of two of its designers, Derek Yu and Jon Perry, who have known each other since second grade. Perry said they were inspired by the scrappier, freeware era of early PC gaming.



"Derek's dad used to get these disks that would have like a ton of different old PC games on them," he said, "and I remember going to Derek's house and seeing a list of titles on a DOS prompt." There was a sense of mystery and exploration in, he said, "typing in the title of some weird game that was made by one guy and just not knowing what you were going to get."



That feeling is recreated in UFO 50. Before each game loads, the player gets almost no information other than its title. Figuring out the controls, objectives and how to win is part of the puzzle.



Players might open a simplistic arcade racing game like The Big Bell Race, or Fist Hell, a beat-'em-up, and immediately understand what they are looking at. Or they might stumble on Avianos, a more complicated turn-based strategy game in which you pray to dinosaur gods for different effects on the battlefield.



Perry said Yu once described the library itself as an open-world video game, comparing the daunting aspects of some UFO 50 games to being under-leveled in an R.P.G.



"It's like you wandered into a big cave on the map with the two hard enemies that you weren't supposed to go into yet, and maybe you circle back to that later," Perry said.



As teenagers, Perry and Yu spent hours using Klik & Play, a no-code video game development tool that is now defunct, to create games for each other. They worked on a freeware title, the side-scrolling action-adventure Eternal Daughter, that was released in 2002 under the label Blackeye Software. Afterward, Perry moved into tabletop gaming while Yu went on to release indie video games including 
the acclaimed Spelunky
.



When they eventually circled back to talk about making video games together again, Yu suggested that Perry tinker with a piece of software, GameMaker, that was reminiscent of Klik & Play.



Making a title like UFO 50 was a chance to flex long dormant muscles.



"We really enjoyed the process of making fairly small games," Yu recalled. "Eternal Daughter took a couple years, but we also released a lot of games that just took a couple weeks or a couple months."



Perry and Yu brought on Eirik Suhrke, and later Paul Hubans and Tyriq Plummer, to round out the team. Each game had its own director, although everyone pitched in where needed. (An additional title, Seaside Drive, comes from the designer Ojiro Fumoto, while Hubans revived a long-gestating idea to direct the point-and-click adventure Night Manor.)



That openness to ideas is a large part of the project appeal for designers like Suhrke, whose games vary from the self-explanatory Warptank, centered on a tank that can teleport between the floor and the ceiling, and Mooncat, an unwieldy platformer. "That's the game where specifically I did not want to have saving," he said of Mooncat. "I wanted you to have to sit through that journey."



Tying the collection together is a metanarrative about the fictional company, UFO Soft, that put out all of these games in the 1980s. Each game, presented in the menu in fictional release order, has fictional credits and little bits of trivia attached to it, while the real developers are credited as the "recovery team" who found the games in an abandoned storage locker.



UFO 50 tells many small stories and a larger one about what game development looks like over the span of years.



There are subtle evolutions -- the first game in the chronology, Barbuta, is much sparser graphically than the last, Cyber Owls -- and some games even have sequels. The Campanella trilogy introduces a Nintendo-like cast of characters who also appear in other titles, like Pilot Quest. In Mortol, players use their own corpse to move through levels; Mortol II: The Confederacy of Nilpis expands the cast of sacrificial archetypes.
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Beneath the red lights of 
the Sultan Room
 in Bushwick on Saturday night, old and new fans of Sade swayed their hips, lip-synced to 
"No Ordinary Love"
 and closed their eyes in dance-floor bliss. Almost no phones were in sight.



"I don't really go out that much but this is something I come out for," said Lawrence Gonzalez, a reveler at the 10th anniversary of Sade Night, a party dedicated to the R&B star Sade and her namesake band. He wore a Sade 
"Soldier of Love"
 hoodie and a Sade cap, and a flash of his forearm revealed a Sade tattoo.



Before themed parties centered around a single artist, like Taylor Swift or Beyonce, were available each weekend in New York City, before Apple and Supreme had stores in 
Williamsburg
, before 
Dimes Square
 existed, there was Sade Night.



"I'm obsessed with Sade," said Mr. Gonzalez, who has attended the event since its inception in 2014 at the now-closed Kinfolk in Williamsburg. "Being around people that wear merch to things like this boosts my enthusiasm," he added.




Sade's sultry music provided an intimate atmosphere for the partygoers. 




The tribute party, created by 
John McSwain
, a video editor and music composer also known by his DJ name, 
Vacations
, has a cultlike band of followers. Sunday's anniversary party, which came two months before the upcoming release of 
Sade's first new song
 in years, was large in scale, but it retained the intimacy of a friend's house party.



"There's something very magical when everyone's all dancing together and singing along at a party as kind of strange as this," said Mr. McSwain, 43, who wore a tuxedo.



With Mr. McSwain at the helm, and after a brief interruption from the fire alarm, the party got going around 11:30 p.m., progressing from slow jams to up-tempo Afrobeats and remixed Sade hits for dancing.



The crowd, to the surprise of many longtime regulars, spanned generations. Attendees largely fell into three categories: fans who grew up listening to Sade (which is colloquially used in reference to both the band and its lead singer, 
Sade Adu
), fans who grew up listening to their parents listen to her, and fans who discovered the singer on 
TikTok
, where there has been a renaissance of her music.



"I'm surprised with the crowd," Joy Agustine, 46, said. "It's a lot younger than I would have expected."




John McSwain, who created Sade Night, wore a tuxedo for its 10th anniversary.




Yvonne Prieto and Sandy Cao, both 24, had come from Queens and New Jersey for their first Sade Night.



"I hate to be that guy, but because of TikTok, I feel like there's been kind of a resurgence of audiences," Ms. Cao said. "They're doing more remixes of songs from that era."



The two were especially excited to hear 
"Paradise"
 and 
"Kiss of Life,"
 both of which are 
popular
 on 
social media
.



"I also love how timeless the music is," Ms. Prieto said. "You can make Sade relevant at any time."



Mr. McSwain started Sade Night in 2014 as a low-key alternative to night life.



He had been a D.J. at Lit Lounge, 
the Jane Hotel
, Westway and 
Kinfolk
 -- all of which have since closed -- and largely played "club party music." He dreamed up Sade Night as a different experience: "something chill and sexy on a Sunday night."



"It seemed like such a novel idea at the time, almost like the antithesis to what was going on," said Ezra Morris, 43, who went to one of the first parties. "It's taken on a whole other life."



Mr. McSwain still has a screenshot of a Facebook post an attendee made in the party's early years describing the vibe: "Free. Tons of Space. Everyone is gorgeous."




The party continued past 3 a.m.




The event quickly developed a dedicated following and had the likes of Questlove, Dave Grohl, Ed Sheeran, Florence Welch and Eric Andre in its crowds.



Mr. McSwain brought the party with him to 
Los Angeles
 when he moved there in 2016, but continued to fly back each month to throw it in New York. (Now, the New York parties are less regular.) He's since thrown Sade Night in Miami, London, Paris, Copenhagen and Barcelona. It's a passion project he personally funds and organizes, and has said he loses money on.



"I feel like part of a much larger community, not just as fans of Sade," Mr. McSwain said, "but people who really love a certain feeling in music" -- those who crave "deep emotions and big releases" from a night on the dance floor.



At the Sultan Room, as the night wore on, newcomers shimmied in through the entrance and made their way straight to the sunken dance floor. In sequined halter tops, 
Sade merchandise
 tees and oversize button-up shirts, they slow-danced (and many kissed passionately), taking in the singer's breathy hits.



Around 1 a.m., Mr. McSwain had an announcement -- more of an invitation, really -- that everyone was welcome to join him in front of the D.J. booth.



Soon the stage was packed with dancers throwing their arms up and bouncing their shoulders in rapture, and the partying continued past 3 a.m.



"It's hard to believe Sade Night is 10," Mr. McSwain said. "It sometimes feels like something beyond me."
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How do you build a town from scratch? For an answer, you might look to two metropolises that sprang up in just a handful of years during the 1950s and '60s: Chandigarh, the Swiss French architect Le Corbusier's planned city in northern India, and Brasilia, the sprawling capital of Brazil, designed by the urban planner Lucio Costa and the architect Oscar Niemeyer. Far less well known, but inspired by the same modernist belief in architecture's utopian potential, is La Grand Motte, an otherworldly resort town of curving white concrete towers spread across nearly 2,000 acres of former marshland in the South of France.




Fishermen's huts in the Etang de l'Or (Golden Lagoon) near La Grande Motte. "To better understand the history of the town, we decided to explore its territory at the gateway to the Camargue, between Montpellier and the Mediterranean," says Broyez.




The magnum opus of the Turkish-born French architect Jean Balladur, La Grande Motte began in 1965 as one of several working-class resort towns built by the French government in response to the post-World War II vacation boom. (Later in the decade, a law increased workers' annual holiday allowance from three to four weeks.) These places were fashioned as cheaper, family-friendly alternatives to the ritzier attractions of the Cote d'Azur, farther east. La Grande Motte (the Big Mound), a 40-minute drive east of Montpellier and named after a nearby sand dune, was to offer affordable accommodation for 37,800 tourists, in the form of vacation homes, rental apartments and campsites.




The beachfront Poseidon apartment building, one of La Grande Motte's most striking architectural features.




While Balladur, who died in 2002, realized this goal, his vision was met with scorn: In 1972, the magazine L'Architecture d'Aujourd'hui called La Grande Motte "architectural pollution." Over the next 30 years, the resort expanded to include a shopping district, two schools, a church, a town hall and a golf course -- earning it unflattering 
comparisons to Florida
 and Disneyland. But the town also became an ideological blueprint for future urban developments in France, an example of how a supposedly uninhabitable area -- in this case, one that was windswept and mosquito-ridden -- might become home to a mostly peaceful, self-contained community. In 2010, the French Ministry of Culture formally recognized La Grande Motte as a place of "Outstanding Contemporary Architecture," making it the first town to receive that designation.



La Grand Motte's futuristic, pyramid-shaped apartment blocks are arranged along a 4-mile-long stretch of sandy beach and around a man-made port, their position and shape designed to mitigate wind and salt spray, providing shelter for the immense gardens Balladur had planted below. The architect drew inspiration from the modernist aesthetic of the Bauhaus movement, the social-planning theories behind Brasilia and Le Corbusier's Cite Radieuse residential complex in Marseille and, more surprisingly, the symbolic forms of the pre-Columbian pyramids in Teotihuacan, Mexico. He hoped to make a place that would feel out of time: a lost paradise almost overrun by greenery. The result is what the French call 
depaysant
, the word conjuring the disorienting feeling of arriving somewhere unfamiliar.




The Fidji apartment building, whose shape was informed by pre-Columbian temples in Mexico.




That quality is what the photographers and friends Laurent Kronental, 37, and Charly Broyez, 40, set out to capture in the summer of 2020, when they began to document La Grande Motte with a large-format field camera. "It's like discovering a parallel world in which we don't know if we've found the remains of an ancient civilization, or entered the future," says Kronental, whose work often focuses on cities and their inhabitants.



The duo went on to spend three more summers at the resort, exploring by bike and on foot. Often, they'd befriend residents who'd then grant them access to private spaces or views from their balconies. During the summer, the town's population increases tenfold, to around 90,000 -- including a mix of second-home owners and tourists who stay at the resort's still moderately priced rentals and campsites -- but the pair avoided frames that featured people, taking many of the photographs in what Kronental calls the "blue hours" of the day, the hazy moments just before dusk and dawn.



The first part of the resulting series -- titled "La Cite Oasis" and scheduled to be published next year by Editions Sur la Crete -- explores the territory as it might have looked before it was developed: Images feature the remote, ramshackle fishermen's
 
huts that still stand on the grass-lined estuaries of the surrounding Camargue region. In contrast, the second part of the book highlights the graphic gestures of Balladur's masterpiece -- the honeycomb-like facades and swooping silhouettes -- set against the lush green of its landscaping. "You have the impression of going on a poetic journey," says Kronental, "from being at the end of the world, almost marginalized outside of society, to this very modern oasis."




The Temple du Soleil and Voiles Blanches residential buildings, photographed at dusk from the balcony of a nearby apartment.




Balladur was, Kronental argues, ahead of his time, in part because his fantasy of a town immersed in nature made him something of an environmentalist. He dedicated over two-thirds of the site to vegetation, planting tree species -- including pines, planes, olives, poplars and cypresses -- that could withstand heat, wind and sea spray. He also built 11 miles of footpaths that weave throughout the center of the resort, restricting cars to the outskirts. Some 60 years later, La Grand Motte remains 
one of the greenest towns in France
. "Balladur was visionary," says Kronental. "He anticipated the city of tomorrow."
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Critic's Notebook



The Return of Oasis Hair



News of a new tour put the band -- and the rough-hewed hairstyles popularized by its sibling frontmen, Liam and Noel Gallagher -- back in the spotlight.




From left, Noel and Liam Gallagher of Oasis in September 1994, the year the band released its debut album, "Definitely Maybe." 




By Guy Trebay


Sep 13, 2024


For the legions of Oasis fans who thought a reunion would never happen after the band broke up 15 years ago and vowed to regroup only when hell froze over, 
the recent announcement of a 2025 tour
 came as something almost life-altering. The news was also a boon for a smaller, though no less passionate, group of rock exegetes: those who tracks the history of music and culture through hair.



That hair is foundational to pop identity is beyond dispute. Think, at random, of 
Little Richard's
 lacquered pompadour; 
James Brown's
 conk; the Beatles' 
mop tops
; Sinead O'Connor's 
shaved head
; 
Johnny Rotten's
 mohawk; 
Boy George's
 plaits; the jet-black nimbus -- part bouffant, part rat's nest -- of the Cure's lead singer, Robert Smith. Think 
Billie Eilish's
 slime-green roots.



"Hair is essential to rock 'n' roll as a music and to rock stars as idols," said Joe Levy, a former executive editor at Rolling Stone and the curator of a forthcoming photographic history of rocker hair and style for the Illuminarium theater in Atlanta. "It's a flag of freedom."




From left, Liam and Noel Gallagher in August. 




Surely it was that for the brothers Noel and Liam Gallagher in the long-ago 1990s, when they formed Oasis in Manchester, England. They wore hairstyles that could be described as tough, northern-English versions of the '60s mod cuts popularized by the Beatles (a band Oasis plundered from liberally and without compunction.)



"It's this very English kind of look that morphed from '60s Stones and Beatles, the mods, into this Gallagher version with bangs, side burns and a short crop at the top," said Guido Palau, a go-to hairstylist for designers like Kim Jones and Marc Jacobs and a man Vogue once deemed to be among the most in-demand coiffeurs in the world.



Mr. Palau, an Englishman himself, added that there had often been a grittiness to British rock 'n' roll and youth cultures that was missing among their American counterparts. "There's always more of an in-your-face class thing, a peacocking punkiness," he said, adding that the Oasis members' hair "doesn't seem cut so much as chewed."



Now in their 50s, the Gallagher brothers are expectedly showing signs of wear, plagued by the usual indignities of aging (psoriasis and a hip replacement for Liam) and by the physical consequences of hard-partying lives. Yet there is enough vigor left in the their looks to remind us, as Mr. Levy said, of the role hair played in making them and Oasis world-famous.



Recently, as the Evening Standard of London 
reported
, Gallagher hair has been embraced by an army of Gen Z-ers in the British capital -- and also online. Predictably, tutorials demonstrating myriad ways to achieve a cut that, for all its studiedness, looks as though it was hacked with a pair of nail scissors, have mushroomed on TikTok.




The brothers' tough, coarsely shredded hairstyles were '90s versions of the '60s mod cuts worn by the Beatles.




Like so much else about the Oasis members' style -- the oversized parkas, the vintage anoraks, the baggy jeans, the retro track suits, the polo shirts and the grandpa cardigans -- their hair telegraphed the band's roots in a working-class city in the industrial north of England. Though the look might have appeared un-self-conscious and drawn from unglamorous everyday life, the Oasis members' clothes and hair were in many ways no less performance props than the proper-looking collarless suits and mod cuts favored by the Beatles in their early years.



"In reality, those guys were tough, working-class men and the suits were a complete costume," said Thomas Beller, an English professor at Tulane University and the author of a 
memorable 1997 profile of Oasis for Spin magazine
, referring to the Beatles. The Gallaghers, Mr. Beller added, were themselves to some degree in costume, though a slicker version of the one they were used to.



When the band's blockbuster debut album, "Definitely Maybe," came out in 1994, its members were flag bearers for a class still reeling from the aftereffects of the systematic dismantling of Britain's social safety net by Margaret Thatcher, the former prime minister. Spewing profanity, lips curled in a sneer, hair coarsely shredded, they conveyed that most essential element of rock identity: rebellion.



"Oasis changed my life a little bit in their sense of bravado, of 'Do what you want, wear what you want, say what you've got to say, and don't let anyone get in your way,'" Mr. Beller said. And, as with other rocker renegades, the hairstyles the Gallaghers wore then -- and essentially still do -- played no small part in signaling that.
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Most Styles-ish



16 Unforgettable Looks at the Emmys



The fashion on the red carpet ran the gamut. These 16 looks were among the most notable.




The actress Jennifer Aniston reprised her role as a red-carpet staple at the Emmy Awards on Sunday.




By The Styles Desk


Sep 16, 2024


For people who like to look at clothes, there have lately been many opportunities on red carpets and off. Movie stars were in the spotlight at film festivals in 
Venice
 and 
Toronto
. New York Fashion Week brought industry players and followers to 
parties
, 
front rows
 and 
the city's streets
. Pop stars had their night at the 
MTV Video Music Awards
.



On Sunday, it was the TV world's turn with the Emmy Awards. The event took place less than a year since the last 
Emmys ceremony in January
, but the shorter-than-usual interim did not affect the spectacle of the red carpet.



Actresses like Selena Gomez, Quinta Brunson and Sheryl Lee Ralph radiated sleek sophistication in black dresses that hugged curves and showed skin. Actors like Andrew Scott, Lionel Boyce and Dan Levy, who hosted the ceremony with his father, Eugene, chose modern interpretations of classic penguin suits. Over-the-top costumes worn by a group of contestants from "RuPaul's Drag Race" amped up the camp.



The 
fashion on the red carpet
 at the 76th Emmy Awards ran the gamut, but these 16 looks were among the most notable -- for good reasons and bad.



Ayo Edebiri: Most Aquatic!








Black, orange and yellow sequins gave a koi-fish-like effect to the Bottega Veneta gown worn by the actress, a star of "The Bear."



Anna Sawai: Most On-Trend!








The "Shogun" actress continued a trend from other red carpets this year: 
wearing red
. Helping her vibrant Vera Wang gown stand out were minimal accessories and a drop waist.



Jennifer Aniston: Most Familiar!








A career spanning more than four decades has taught the actress, a star of "The Morning Show," a thing or two about red carpets. Among them: It is hard to go wrong with a simple silhouette like that of her columnar, beaded Oscar de la Renta gown.



Andrew Scott: Most Loose and Louche!








A ruffled Vivienne Westwood shirt unbuttoned nearly to the navel and facial hair that recalled a porn 'stache bestowed the "Ripley" actor with rakish charm.



Kristen Wiig: Most Tin-Foil Perfection!








The "Palm Royale" actress's woven Oscar de la Renta ball gown looked a little like Reynolds Wrap -- but in the most glamorous way.



Greta Lee: Most Cygnet!








The actress, a star of "The Morning Show," looked ever so swanlike wearing brushed-back hair and a gauzy white Loewe dress that drifted through the air as she moved.



Lily Gladstone: Most Mixed Media!








The "Under the Bridge" actress styled her black velvet Rodarte dress with a striking etched-copper chest plate and matching bracelet, both of which caught the light of cameras' flashbulbs.



Lionel Boyce: Most Anything but a Tux!








A black nylon windbreaker took the place of a traditional suit jacket in the ensemble worn by the actor, a star of "The Bear." His shirt's Peter Pan collar was another unexpected flourish.



Selena Gomez: Most Improved!








The "Only Murders in the Building" star has earned mixed reviews for her outfits on past red carpets. The simple black Ralph Lauren halter dress with bedazzled straps that she chose for the Emmys suggested that she was learning from her sartorial missteps.



Laverne Cox: Most Polished!








When asked on the red carpet to describe her archival Alexander McQueen dress, the host of "Live From E!" gave three words: "glamour, glory, gold."



Dan Levy: Most Creamy!








With his black Loewe suit, the actor and Emmys co-host wore a silky white top with an asymmetrical peaked neck that conjured a heaping dollop of Cool Whip.



Kali Reis: Most One-Two Punch!








The "True Detective" actress and professional boxer combined elements of men's wear -- a dark purple tuxedo jacket -- with women's wear -- a matching column skirt -- to create a knockout look.



Kathy Bates: Most Unsinkable Molly Brown!








In a navy and black beaded Armani gown and a swept-back updo, the actress, who is starring in a reboot of "
Matlock
," channeled the affluence of her memorable "Titanic" character.



Hannah Einbinder: Most Rose Gold!








The "Hacks" actress looked rather luxurious in a dusty pink Grecian Louis Vuitton gown that complemented her light auburn hair.



Ilona Maher: Most Ready to Dance!








The Olympic 
rugby player
 wore a blue strapless Oscar de la Renta gown with a peplum skirt, which had the flair of the costumes she'll be sporting as a cast member on the upcoming season of "Dancing With the Stars."



Nymphia Wind: Most Topical!








The "RuPaul's Drag Race" winner's Medusa hair and yellowish-green costume with a bedazzled chest brought to mind an anthropomorphized banana, as well as 
some of the memes
 created after former President Donald J. Trump 
recently said
 that Vice President Kamala Harris "wants to do transgender operations on illegal aliens that are in prison."



Madison Malone Kircher, Anthony Rotunno and Guy Trebay contributed reporting.
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Who Says Your Couch Can't Match Your Sweater?



Bold colors and bright patterns mark the first collaboration between the fashion house Clare V. and the home goods company Schoolhouse.




"Everything we sell has a function," said Melissa Miller, general manager of Schoolhouse. Items in the collaboration include this striped cotton-twill sofa.




By Aileen Kwun


Sep 13, 2024


Clare Vivier, founder of Clare V., the Los Angeles handbag and apparel company with a playful Francophile twist, is no stranger to collaborations.



Among her first was with Mike D of the Beastie Boys, a mutual friend with whom she made her first men's capsule collection, in 2016, inspired by his need for a simple card wallet (to replace his makeshift rubber band). Ms. Vivier has since expanded beyond leather and soft goods to create eyewear with Caddis and Garrett Leight; bicycles with Linus; limited-edition drops with Mother Denim, Tracksmith, Westerlind and Racquet Magazine; and graphic prints with Framebridge, to name just a few. Clare V.'s team approximates the brand has produced nearly 100 collaborations to date. Most recently, the brand created apparel for the Carlyle hotel and a set of tees in support of Kamala Harris's presidential campaign, both of which promptly sold out.



"I've always loved doing collabs," Ms. Vivier said. "It's also a way for us to test new categories."



Now Ms. Vivier, 53, is releasing her first furniture and lighting design collection with the home goods company Schoolhouse, featuring a familiar set of patterns, textures and colors drawn from her signature palette.



There are 20 pieces in all, making the collection the largest collaborative release for Schoolhouse to date. It's also something of a departure from the American heritage look Schoolhouse has embodied since its 2003 start as a purveyor of deadstock lighting and, in following years, a broad range of home goods largely manufactured on site in Portland, Ore. Clare V.'s collection is also the brand's first with a fashion designer.




"I've always loved doing collabs," said Clare Vivier, the founder of Clare V. "It's also a way for us to test new categories."




Items in the collaboration include a cotton-twill upholstered sofa in bold, oversized camel and black stripes, and another in emerald, cream or navy velvet. Cylindrical floor and table lamps feature a perforated sheet metal exterior, and shaded steel sconces are coated in a palette of persimmon, ecru and deep forest green acrylics. There are also patterned rugs and pillows featuring checkerboard and the enlarged two-tone jaguar spots that Ms. Vivier has revisited season after season.



The commingling between fashion and interior design is nothing new, but the industries have increasingly become close bedfellows. For its spring 2023 show, Bottega Veneta commissioned its candy-colored cast-resin runway set from the legendary furniture designer Gaetano Pesce. Louis Vuitton, Hermes, Loewe and Prada carry established presences with splashy presentations and events at Milan Design Week, a leading event in the interior industry. Rick Owens and Virgil Abloh have produced furniture collections, and the luxury mega-retailer Ssense carries a mix of furniture, glassware, home decor and more under the catchall category of "everything else."



"Everything we sell has a function, and you can't find anything in our assortment that's just purely decorative," said Melissa Miller, general manager of Schoolhouse and a self-avowed fan who owns eight Clare V. handbags.



Ms. Vivier's team had reached out to Schoolhouse to start a conversation, Ms. Miller said, and was met with enthusiasm, even as the designer pushed the brand beyond its usual comfort zone for cozy, vintage-inflected Americana in muted, neutral tones. "I don't know if I would have felt the permission to offer an animal-print rug," she said. "It came together in a way I didn't expect."



Ms. Vivier, who began her company as a new mother and a blogger in 2008, has long cultivated a dedicated fan base with an accessible online presence, which has since evolved into a robust following on Instagram, TikTok and a Substack newsletter, La Vie de Clare V.



But Ms. Vivier, ultimately in the business of creating items worn on the body, stresses her love of print and all things tactile. "There's always this 'high-touch' aspect to Clare V.," Ms. Vivier said.



Her team often creates custom fonts redrawn from snapshots of old signs from her frequent trips to France, where her husband is from, and evokes the typography of French New Wave cinema of the 1960s and '70s. She is a flea market hound, a lover of '70s decor and a collector of deadstock textiles and trimmings, some of which make their way into her designs and at her brick-and-mortar stores, such as her location in Amagansett, N.Y. -- one of the brand's 14 shops -- where she upholstered a plywood daybed herself.



Preparing for the Clare V. sample sale in downtown Los Angeles, an annual event, since 2014, that her dedicated following considers an event on the level of the Super Bowl, drawing thousands from all over, and a sweepstakes contest for airfare and a two-night stay to attend -- Ms. Vivier has transformed her West Hollywood store into a living room furnished with her Schoolhouse designs.



"I love home decor," Ms. Vivier said. Fashion is "my language, my self-expression, but I love that interiors can be an extension of that and how you want to live."
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Can Milan's Craziest Fashion Brand Grow Up?



Sunnei, at 10, has become one of the hot shows of Milan Fashion Week. Can its founders move on to the next level?








By Laura Rysman


Sep 17, 2024


One of the great mysteries of Milan, the city of Prada, Gucci, Armani and so many fashion Goliaths, is the scarcity of young brands. Sunnei, a self-declared outsider, is a star exception that has shown the Goliaths how to have fun in fashion with inventiveness and irony.



Surrounded by the midday senior crowd on the sunny patio of a tennis club in Milan, the label's founders, Simone Rizzo, 36, and Loris Messina, 35, stood out with their fresh faces, in sneakers and the same oversize Sunnei T-shirts (one in white, the other in screaming acid green).



They hate to be called young or to hear Sunnei, marking its 10th anniversary this year, called a young brand. Yet in the fashion landscape of the city, they are still, comparatively, the kids in the room -- albeit kids with a sharper grasp of what's going on than many of the adults.



For years Sunnei was deemed an upstart, putting on concept shows for its committed fan base. Now, at 10, it is considered one of the hottest shows of Milan Fashion Week. With momentum, an important investment and some hard-won prudence, its founders are at a point where -- as has historically been the case with many labels -- they move to the next level or fizzle.



Sunnei liked to use their runway shows to disrupt social conventions. They often rope the audience into complicity at events. Last season, models walked down the catwalk while voice-overs of their supposed inner thoughts played for all to hear. At a different show, the audience was armed with scoring paddles, judging each look in real time.



Another collection presentation featured Sunnei staff members modeling and then crowd-surfing off the catwalk (unknowingly mirroring Telfar). The runway events are executed with a fraction of the funds that big brands invest, but are still reliably playful, sardonic and unforgettable.




At the Sunnei spring 2023 runway show, the audience was armed with scoring paddles to judge the looks in real time. 





At the fall 2023 show, Sunnei staffers modeled the looks, then crowd-surfed off the catwalk. 




Despite their upcoming runway show on Friday and the elevated expectations of a fan base that counts on being wowed by Sunnei's left-field concepts, Mr. Rizzo and Mr. Messina remained serene.



"Our shows are a moment of catharsis," Mr. Rizzo said.



They preferred to stay mum about the details of this one, though -- "a more grown-up show for us," Mr. Rizzo said, feigning a serious face.



Yet Sunnei makes clothes for young people -- or at least, people with a sense of levity. Rendered in the bright palette of a dreamland future, Sunnei's fabrics can be stiff as if to mimic a line-drawing, or explode with fluffy surfaces resembling the pelt of a muppet. There are puffer coats, pants and sweaters that sometimes run to caricature-like proportions.



Born as a men's wear brand, Sunnei introduced women's wear in 2019, with unisex styles as well as dresses and skirts possessing all the anti-prettiness of 1990s rave gear. They are clothes that require of wearers a certain predilection for the unconventional -- a quality that's endeared Sunnei to like-minded creative spirits.



"The real secret of our success is that we're the only brand in Milan that speaks to a community, that helped create a community," Mr. Rizzo said, pausing over his plate of ravioli. "In other cities, we saw things happening that responded to how the world was changing, but Milan was missing new brands, new bars, new everything. There was nothing that reflected the international culture we saw ourselves as being a part of, so we created it."



'Social media is dead'



We walked the few blocks from the tennis club to Palazzina Sunnei, the company's three-story headquarters since 2020. Inside, Sunnei staff milled about near an extruded sculpture by Anton Alvarez, one of the many contemporary works commissioned for the offices. Angelo, the French bulldog -- Messrs. Rizzo and Messina have joint custody -- jumped up for affection as his owners arrived.



The Palazzina, a former recording studio at the end of a cul-de-sac in the residential Citta Studi neighborhood, is about to become a magnet for Sunnei's community, with a flagship store opening on the ground floor later this fall. The pocket-size boutique near Bar Basso, where Sunnei initially maintained a rather cramped office, will shut down.



More than just a store, the new flagship will house Sunnei's collections alongside installations by artists and designers, as well as a cafe in the courtyard. "This is the future of retail -- a space for experience," Mr. Messina said. "At the Palazzina, you have our whole world inside. The design team can tell you about a bag, Angelo is trotting around, and just by sitting down for a coffee, you can be a part of Sunnei."




Messrs. Rizzo and Messina define victory by the survival of their project.




The brand might never have survived its nascent years if not for Sunnei staff's sarcasm and wit on social media and the brand's website. (The Sunnei web shop features half-nude models with their private bits blurred out.)



"We were early advocates of digitalization, but social media is dead," Mr. Rizzo said. "Today, the physical trumps digital." Big brands are aping Sunnei's online style from five years ago, he said, while Sunnei has moved on to real-life pop-ups in Berlin, Amsterdam, Copenhagen and Barcelona, and to the hangout philosophy of its flagship.



Sunnei, pronounced like "sunny" with a heavy Italian accent, began like so many design brands in the history of fashion: with a romantic partnership and a shared dream. Mr. Rizzo, originally from Calabria in southern Italy, focused on marketing and business, and Mr. Messina, whose excellent Italian belies his French origins in Grenoble, on design development. In truth, they tell me, they each do everything from designing to styling to settling payments.



"Simone and Loris are like two kids who escaped from kindergarten," said Angelo Flaccavento, a correspondent for Business of Fashion and Il Sole 24 Ore, the leading financial daily in Italy. He meant it as a compliment.



Though they are no longer a couple, the two remain "without any doubt, completely united to preserve what we created with Sunnei," Mr. Rizzo said, both of them seated now in a recording booth-turned-office where a 
quote by the former New York Times fashion critic Cathy Horyn
 was pinned to the wall: "Sunnei is the most original fashion brand in Milan after Prada ..."



'Fashion has a lot to learn from them.'



Mr. Rizzo and Mr. Messina introduced Sunnei in 2014 with 20,000 euros they'd scraped together. In 2020, they received an investment windfall of six million euros from the fledgling Vanguards group. The money helped spur the brand's expansion -- it was also the biggest challenge to preserving what they had created.



From just 10 employees, they leapfrogged to 45, and test-ran a chief executive officer. "We were convinced that with an investment firm, we had to restructure the brand in the predetermined way that they wanted," Mr. Rizzo said. "But it didn't work."



They have since shrunk Sunnei to 30 employees and sworn off C.E.O.s in favor of their personal leadership. "When money becomes the driver of what you're doing, it's ruined," Mr. Messina said. "Even the big brands ought to realize that."




A boldly striped look from Sunnei's fall 2024 runway show at Milan Fashion Week.




At Vanguards, Peter Baldaszti, the co-founder and chief executive, led the investment revenues. "Sunnei has gone from creativity without limits to creativity within a framework, focusing their effort on a few key ideas -- a fundamental step for a creative company to succeed," he said.



The brand was losing money before Vanguards invested, but its earnings have since multiplied exponentially, with half of sales coming from Sunnei's own e-commerce, dominated by its hit accessories: Labauletto bags in cuboid shapes, hoop earrings hand-dipped with rubber blots of color and 1000Chiodi sneakers stippled with rubber nodes like freckles.



Mr. Baldaszti expects Sunnei to break even only this year -- an eye-opening reality, considering Sunnei's relative success among Milan's new generation. "Financially, fashion is a very challenging business and very capital intensive," he said. "The only way to turn a profit is to scale everything up."



Where does that leave a willfully lean and self-governed label like Sunnei? For Mr. Rizzo and Mr. Messina, it means defining victory by the survival of their project.



Mr. Flaccavento enumerated Sunnei's virtues: "spontaneity, free thinking, humor and no bull." Italy, with its skilled artisans, high-end manufacturing and powerhouse brands, is vitally important in fashion, yet lacks the gusto to cultivate new talent, he observed. "What saved Simone and Loris was keeping their brand small and independent of Milan's fashion system, while maintaining control over what they do," he said. "Fashion has a lot to learn from them."



At the Palazzina, Mr. Messina made a declaration: "Sunnei will never be a mass brand."



"We were driven by a desire to create our own system," Mr. Rizzo added. "We're 
artists,
" he said with air-quotes, then turned solemn. "And for artists, leaving a mark in history is everything."
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