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      Post Politics from The Washington Post is the source for political news headlines, in-depth politics coverage and political opinion, plus breaking news on the biden administration and White House, Congress, the Supreme Court, elections and more.


      
        House Democrats plan multimedia Project 2025 hearing
        Jacqueline Alemany, Marianna Sotomayor

        The hearing is expected to be in the style of hearings on the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot.

      

      
        Election 2024 live updates: Oprah Winfrey to join Harris in Michigan; Trump to pledge to fight antisemitism
        Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        A guy on the deport-immigrants ticket claims that 'illegal' is fungible
        Philip Bump

        Donald Trump's pledge to deport millions of immigrants often centers on those here illegally. But JD Vance on Wednesday admitted that they will define "illegal."

      

      
        Alaska man charged with threatening to kill six Supreme Court justices
        Perry Stein

        Panos Anastasiou, 76, allegedly sent more than 465 messages through the Supreme Court's public website -- many of them violent, racist and homophobic, according to an indictment.

      

      
        Harris and Trump essentially tied in Pennsylvania, Post poll finds
        Dan Balz, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin

        The state's closely watched Senate race shows a similarly tight contest, and 93 percent of registered voters say they are certain to vote.

      

      
        Trump prepares to prove his New York prediction wrong for the third time
        Philip Bump

        In 2016 and in 2020, Trump said he would win his native state but went on to lose by more than 20 points. On Wednesday, he predicted that this time, he'd get it done.

      

      
        How the debate did -- and didn't -- help Harris
        Aaron Blake

        A deep dive on a blitz of new polling since last week's debate. It's mostly good for Harris, but the race hasn't shifted too much.

      

      
        With one exaggerated anecdote, Trump kneecaps his Jan. 6 defense
        Philip Bump

        Appearing on Fox News on Wednesday, Trump told a story he's told before -- one in which a politician is threatened by angry Trump boosters and he calls them off.

      

      
        Scarred by violence, lawmakers plan for possible 'mass casualty' event
        Amy Gardner, Jacqueline Alemany

        Congress must ensure it can continue to govern in the aftermath of mass violence, a bipartisan group of House members argue.

      

      
        Day by day, how JD Vance tweeted misinformation about Springfield
        Glenn Kessler

        Despite his staff learning that the cat-eating story wasn't true on the day of his first post, Vance doubled down and kept going.

      

      
        Trump campaign courts younger men to make up losses with women voters
        Isaac Arnsdorf, Marianne LeVine, Ashley Parker

        The competition for undecided men under 50 has drawn both campaigns to podcast interviews and video game apps. It carries risks for the GOP nominee.

      

      
        Walz accelerates his preparations for upcoming debate with Vance
        Tyler Pager

        Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg has been tapped to play Vance in mock debates.

      

      
        Trump stumps on Long Island, vowing to 'win New York' after losing big twice
        Hannah Knowles, Isaac Arnsdorf

        He made the same boast in 2016 and 2020, losing his home state by more than 20 points.

      

      
        Sarah Huckabee Sanders knocks Harris for not having biological children
        Amy B Wang, Hannah Knowles

        "My kids keep me humble. Unfortunately, Kamala Harris doesn't have anything keeping her humble," Sanders said at an event with Donald Trump in Flint, Mich.

      

      
        Election 2024: Harris, addressing Hispanic group, warns of another Trump presidency
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.

      

      
        Sean 'Diddy' Combs's appeal denied in bail sentencing
        Herb Scribner, Shayna Jacobs

        Sean "Diddy" Combs and his attorneys appealed a judge's order to keep him behind bars amid multiple charges.

      

      
        Teamsters will not endorse for president, a blow to Democrats
        Lauren Kaori Gurley

        The Teamsters' much-anticipated non-endorsement came after a vote of its executive board in Washington.

      

      
        Harris urges Latino leaders to help mobilize key voting bloc
        Sabrina Rodriguez

        In addressing Hispanic lawmakers, Harris called for border security as well as a path to citizenship

      

      
        GOP senator insults Arab American advocate at hearing on hate crimes
        Jonathan Edwards

        Sen. John Neely Kennedy used a hearing about hate crimes to accuse Arab American Institute Executive Director Maya Berry of supporting terrorists.

      

      
        How Biden and Trump compare on Trump's favorite metric: Stock prices
        Philip Bump

        The Dow Jones industrial average hit a new high this week. Donald Trump probably won't say that's a function of Joe Biden.

      

      
        Suspicious mail sent to election officials in multiple states
        Maegan Vazquez, Amy Gardner

        The FBI and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service are investigating after officials in at least 17 states were sent the pieces of mail.

      

      
        The Trump campaign can't quit 'childless cat ladies'
        Aaron Blake

        Vance said it first, but Sarah Huckabee Sanders went there again on Harris's lack of biological children. A liability with female voters and blended families?

      

      
        For Kamala Harris, winning the debate was the easy part
        Philip Bump

        Polling shows that Harris impressed people with her debate performance -- but the improvement was largely on non-policy perceptions.

      

      
        Biden's arms transfers to Israel under internal investigation
        John Hudson

        The Pentagon and State Department inspectors general will soon disclose the findings of investigations scrutinizing U.S. weapons transfers to Israel.

      

      
        Vance says Ohio rumors come from locals. His 'proof' is from the internet.
        Philip Bump

        The Ohio senator likes to suggest that he has private knowledge of the accuracy of his claims. What he presents, though, is stuff from the right-wing bubble.
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House Democrats plan multimedia Project 2025 hearing 
The hearing is expected to be in the style of hearings on the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot.
By Jacqueline Alemany, Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-09-19

Rep. Jason Crow  (D-Colo.) speaks while holding a "Project 2025" copy on day 4 of the Democratic National Convention at the United Center in Chicago on Aug. 22. (Mike Segar/Reuters)


House Democrats will hold their own hearing next week to illustrate potential impacts of Project 2025 under a hypothetical Trump administration, according to people involved with the planning.
The hearing, which will be held by a committee made up only of Democrats, will feature lawmakers and testimony from people across the country who have been or could be affected by far-right policies like those proposed by the conservative Heritage Foundation in a 922-page policy document that former president Donald Trump has disavowed. Democratic lawmakers view the hearing as a scene-setter for their closing arguments against Republicans before hitting the campaign trail.
The hearing, slated for Tuesday in the U.S. Capitol, is being held by House Democrats' Steering and Policy Committee in conjunction with a group of lawmakers leading the Stop Project 2025 Task Force.
It is expected to be in the style of the hearings hosted by the House Select Committee that investigated the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol and will include multimedia elements. Some people who worked on that committee, including one of the filmmakers, have been brought on as consultants, according to people involved with the planning.
Lawmakers assigned to bring to life proposals included in Project 2025 will present witnesses who will share how the proposals might affect their lives. Some of the presentations will involve stories related to abortion. House Democrats held a field hearing through the Steering and Policy Committee earlier this year in Broward County, Fla., where the topic of discussion was threats to reproductive rights.
The hearing will rely in part on the work of the Stop Project 2025 Task Force started by Rep. Jared Huffman (D-Calif.) and Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.) earlier this summer. The group launched a confidential tip line on Thursday morning to solicit information from the public or those with knowledge of Project 2025's plan for a transition to a second Trump presidency. Huffman said lawmakers will share any tips they receive in future hearings, some of which could take place in different parts of the country.
"We've developed a growing body of substantive information through briefings with experts digging deep into 2025 and how the different parts of it link together," Huffman said in an interview with The Washington Post. "This was a very strategically written document -- not just some thought piece that people threw up against the wall. So some of that is going to come out."
Democrats have sought to link Trump to Project 2025 by highlighting its policy proposals, many of which have been written by Trump administration alumni. They devoted time each day of the Democratic convention last month to broadcast policy proposals in the report to reach a larger audience.
The proposals include eliminating the Department of Education, weakening tenure protections for career civil servants and conducting large-scale immigration raids. Some of the proposals overlap with policies officially supported by the Trump campaign, including ending affirmative action, repealing temporary protections for some migrants and undoing the Biden administration's environmental regulations.
A New York Times-Siena College poll released earlier this month found that three-quarters of likely voters knew about Project 2025 and that 63 percent of that group opposed it. While Democrats allege Trump would work to implement its proposals if reelected, Trump has denied supporting or even knowing about the blueprint, whose authors include some people who formerly served as his advisers. Heritage Foundation President Kevin Roberts told The Post Trump had been briefed about the group's proposal earlier this year and had known about their efforts to create the report since 2022.
Given Democrats messaging success in amplifying the conservative report, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) came back from the August recess framing House Republicans' plan to fund the government as a pursuit to institute Project 2025.
In an interview earlier this month, Jeffries said that House Democrats would spend September working in Washington trying to persuade undecided voters by contrasting their time in the majority instituting major policy laws to "the chaos, dysfunction and extremism" by House Republicans over the last two years.
Jeffries, who has been ramping up Democrats in the Capitol to hammer Project 2025, took to the House floor Wednesday to condemn a now-failed GOP bill to fund the government until March 2025 and include an unrelated measure that would require people to present documentary proof of U.S. citizenship when they register to vote.
"It's Project 2025 week because at the end of the day, my extreme MAGA Republican colleagues are determined to jam Trump's Project 2025 down the throats of the American people," Jeffries said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/09/19/house-democrats-plan-multimedia-project-2025-hearing/
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Election 2024 live updates: Oprah Winfrey to join Harris in Michigan; Trump to pledge to fight antisemitism
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Lori Rozsa, Aaron Blake, Philip Bump, Jacqueline Alemany, Marianna Sotomayor, Isaac Arnsdorf, Marianne LeVine, Ashley Parker, Tyler Pager, Hannah Knowles, Dan Balz, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin, Glenn Kessler, Rachel Lerman, Julie Weil, Emma Kumer, Clara Ence Morse, Josh Dawsey | 2024-09-19
Vice President Kamala Harris plans to head Thursday to the battleground state of Michigan, where she is scheduled to be joined by Oprah Winfrey for a live-streamed "Unite for America" event that aims to register voters and bolster support for the Democratic nominee. Former president Donald Trump is scheduled to be in Washington, where he plans to join Republican megadonor Miriam Adelson for an event focused on fighting antisemitism and address the Israeli American Council. Trump's own rhetoric about Jewish people has at times been called into question, including an assertion that those who vote for Democrats "hate their religion."
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A guy on the deport-immigrants ticket claims that 'illegal' is fungible
Donald Trump's pledge to deport millions of immigrants often centers on those here illegally. But JD Vance on Wednesday admitted that they will define "illegal."
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-19

Sen. JD Vance (Ohio), the Republican vice-presidential nominee, speaks at a rally in Raleigh, N.C. (Cornell Watson for The Washington Post) 


By any honest assessment, there are millions of people living in the United States who are not authorized to be here. Some of them crossed the southern border from Mexico. Many arrived on visas and never left.
When Donald Trump left office in January 2021, there were probably about 10.5 million foreign-born residents of the U.S. who were here illegally. Analysis from the Migration Policy Institute suggests that nearly two-thirds of them had been here for at least a decade. About a third have kids who are citizens.
Trump and his running mate, JD Vance, like to talk about a much larger number of immigrants, however. Vance, for example, lamented at a rally in North Carolina on Wednesday that the U.S. "cannot import 25 million illegal aliens and expect that that is going to be the path to prosperity." We will get to the point about prosperity in a bit, but let's focus for now on that number: 25 million, an increase of nearly 140 percent over the figure in 2021.
It is flatly wrong, a combination of misrepresenting data on immigration and rhetorical inflation. There have been millions of immigrants stopped at the border since President Joe Biden took office -- but the operative word there is "stopped." Many were turned away, particularly under a covid-era policy allowing the government to do so. Many remain in detention. There have been several million who have been granted release by government officials to await adjudication of their requests for asylum, but because of that allowance they are not in the country illegally even if they entered the country illegally.
There have been immigrants who entered the country illegally and remain without authorization, perhaps 2 million of them since 2021. For obvious reasons, this figure is hard to estimate, but the government has methods for doing so.
Among those in the country legally are the Haitian immigrants living in Springfield, Ohio, who have been the focus of Vance's anti-immigrant rhetoric in recent weeks. Unrest and natural disasters in that country drove an increase in Haitians seeking to move to the United States, an increase that was accommodated in part by granting them temporary protected status (as articulated under federal law). The Biden administration also extended an immigration parole program to cover immigrants from Haiti, as the Migration Policy Institute explained in November.
At that same rally in North Carolina, though, Vance rejected the idea that these administrative decisions equaled legality.
"The media loves to say that the Haitian migrants ... are here legally," he said. "What they mean is that [Vice President] Kamala Harris used two separate programs -- mass parole and temporary protective status -- she used two programs to wave a wand and to say, 'we're not going to deport those people here.' "
"Well," he continued, "if Kamala Harris waves the wand illegally and says these people are now here legally, I'm still going to call them an illegal alien. An illegal action from Kamala Harris does not make an alien legal. That is not how this works."
Complaints about the way in which the administration extended parole were originally used in the House impeachment of Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas. Then, the complaint was that Mayorkas "paroled aliens en masse in order to release them from mandatory detention." Now, since Harris is the person Trump's running against, Vance has her doing the wand-waving.
Regardless, the slippery slope here is immediately obvious. As the Cato Institute's David Bier pointed out, even if the decisions made by the administration were overturned, "the people who entered under are certainly not here illegally under any interpretation of the law." Vance, he added, is "abolishing the difference between legal and illegal." Which is the point. It is up to Vance and Trump to decide who counts as "illegal," not the law -- and therefore it is Vance and Trump who can decide which people will be subject to the massive deportation effort that Trump has authorized.
Immediately, we see the threat posed to the Haitian immigrants living and working legally in the United States. In a number of small cities and towns, including Springfield, Ohio, right-wing agitators have targeted immigrant workers for criticism online, even in the face of pushback from Republican elected officials and local leaders. There's a fundamental presentation of immigrants as undesirable, even when local communities are eager for workers -- seeing them as a path to prosperity, to use Vance's words -- and the immigrants used legal channels to remain in the U.S.
Were Trump president, would his deportation force follow guidelines articulated by government lawyers? Or would they target those who attract Trump's and Vance's attention?
When Trump was president, his administration implemented a process by which foreign-born naturalized citizens could see their citizenship stripped away, a process that Trump adviser Stephen Miller touted in October. The Washington Post reported in 2018 that thousands of U.S. citizens had come into the Trump administration's sights; just because the government had said they were American and welcome to stay did not mean that Trump's government would grant them those same accommodations. This process, Miller promised, would be "turbocharged" if Trump wins in November.
Vance's comments in North Carolina were an effort to pivot the criticism he's faced since his rhetoric and that of his allies preceded a spike in threats against people and property in the state he represents. But the rhetoric isn't subtle. As with citizenship, a second Trump administration would determine what pathways to residency are "illegal" and therefore invalid and, presumably, those immigrants would then be targeted for potential deportation. It's inherently subjective -- which would probably be seen by many Trump supporters as a benefit. If immigrants think they might be next to have their status rescinded, to hear a knock on the door from federal agents, those individuals might decide to leave the country of their own volition.
Vance's allies and supporters are already on the hunt for examples of other immigrants who fail to adhere to their standard of acceptability -- often Black and Hispanic immigrants fleeing unrest and insecurity. The message the potential next vice president offered them Wednesday was simple: All bets are off.
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Alaska man charged with threatening to kill six Supreme Court justices
The man is accused of threatening to "murder and torture Supreme Court Justices and their families to retaliate against them for decisions he disagreed with."
By Perry Stein | 2024-09-19

The justices of the U.S. Supreme Court. (Eric Lee/Bloomberg)


An Alaska man has been arrested after allegedly threatening to torture and assassinate six Supreme Court justices and their relatives, the Justice Department announced Thursday.
Panos Anastasiou, 76, allegedly sent more than 465 messages through the Supreme Court's public website -- many of them violent, racist and homophobic, according to an indictment filed Wednesday.
He faces 22 federal charges: nine counts of making threats against a federal judge and 13 counts of making threats in interstate commerce.
The indictment did not name which of the nine Supreme Court justices were threatened. The court has a 6-3 split between conservatives and liberals.
"We allege that the defendant made repeated, heinous threats to murder and torture Supreme Court Justices and their families to retaliate against them for decisions he disagreed with," Attorney General Merrick Garland said in a statement announcing the charges.
"Our justice system depends on the ability of judges to make their decisions based on the law, and not on fear. Our democracy depends on the ability of public officials to do their jobs without fearing for their lives or the safety of their families."
A spokesperson for the Supreme Court did not respond to a request for comment.
The indictment does not contain accusations that Anastasiou attempted to carry out his threats.
Anastasiou's arrest comes as threats against local and federal officials are surging. Garland told Congress in June that the Justice Department has established a threats task force and said his agency intends to aggressively investigate and prosecute these threats. In May, a Queens man pleaded guilty in D.C. to threatening to kill a congressional aide and making more than 12,000 harassing phone calls to members of Congress.

The U.S. Supreme Court. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


In 2022, a man with a gun and knife was arrested outside of Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh's Maryland home. And in the past 10 weeks, there have been two apparent assassination attempts against former president Donald Trump, who is also the 2024 Republican presidential nominee.
In the case announced Thursday, the Justice Department said Anastasiou began sending threatening messages in the spring of 2023 and continued sending them through at least July 2024. In recent months, the suspect seemed particularly angry about the Supreme Court's decision to expand presidential immunity, ruling that presidents cannot be criminally prosecuted for acts that are considered official parts of their duties.
That decision was in response to Trump's request to dismiss the D.C. federal election interference case brought against him by special counsel Jack Smith. Trump argued that presidential immunity should protect him from prosecution. The Supreme Court said former presidents may be prosecuted for unofficial acts, but the July 1 ruling ensured that the case would not go to trial before the 2024 election and could be delayed until 2026 or beyond.
"WE NEED MASS ASSASSINATIONS. If you're corrupt you're corrupt," the suspect allegedly wrote in an expletive-filled message to the Supreme Court that included an apparent reference to "official and unofficial" acts. "The internet is abuzz with Americans clamoring for your ASSASSINATIONS."
In a memo asking Magistrate Judge Kyle F. Reardon to keep Anastasiou detained until a potential trial or guilty plea, federal prosecutors wrote that the suspect had admitted to investigators that he sent the messages. They also said the email address used to send the messages contained the suspect's name.
According to prosecutors, the suspect threatened to lynch the justices, encouraged other people to participate in violence against the Supreme Court and said that assassination is "patriotic."
"I'm going to call and urge my fellow Vietnam veterans ... to drive by the [Supreme Court Justice 2]'s house with their AR15's," one May message said.
"I'd like to see them TORTURED worse than Kim Jung Un [sic] would torture his own family," read a June message referencing the North Korean dictator.
Prosecutors wrote that the defendant's threats were "extreme and repeated. His racist, homophobic, vile rhetoric is meant to intimidate high level government officials from carrying out their official duties."
Reardon, who oversaw the Anastasiou's initial appearance in court Wednesday, agreed to temporarily detain him.
Authorities also told the judge that Anastasiou has a history of threatening public officials and allegedly sent similar threatening messages to a state governor.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
Mark Berman and Justin Jouvenal contributed to this report.
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Harris and Trump essentially tied in Pennsylvania, Post poll finds
The state's closely watched Senate race shows a similarly tight contest, and 93 percent of registered voters say they are certain to vote.
By Dan Balz, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin | 2024-09-19

Former president Donald Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris appear on-screen during a debate watch party at the Salem Baptist Church of Abington in Pennsylvania on Sept. 10. (Hannah Yoon for The Washington Post)


Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump are locked in a statistical tie in Pennsylvania, according to a Washington Post poll of a state that many analysts see as the battleground most likely to determine the outcome of the presidential election.
One week after a debate that Pennsylvania voters widely say Harris won, she is favored by 48 percent of both likely voters and registered voters, while Trump is supported by 47 percent of voters in both categories. Third-party candidates are not a major factor in the race, The Post's poll finds: After excluding minor candidates, Harris and Trump are both at 48 percent among likely voters, with Harris at 48 percent and Trump at 47 percent among registered voters.
More than 8 in 10 registered voters in Pennsylvania reported watching at least some of last week's presidential debate, including similar majorities of Democrats, Republicans and independents. Twice as many debate-watchers said Harris won the debate than said Trump did, 54 percent to 27 percent, with 17 percent saying neither won.
Pennsylvania has been narrowly divided every time Trump has been on the ballot. In 2016, he won the state by less than a percentage point. Four years later, President Joe Biden carried it by one percentage point on his way to capturing the White House.
The state's closely watched Senate race also appears to be tight. Democratic Sen. Bob Casey has the support of 47 percent of likely voters, while Republican challenger Dave McCormick is backed by 46 percent. Excluding third-party candidates, the two are tied at 48 percent each. Democrats cannot afford to lose Casey's seat if they hope to keep their narrow majority in the chamber.
The presidential results are similar to the Post average of recent polls, which shows Harris with a two-point edge in Pennsylvania. Since last week's debate, Harris led Trump by six points in a Quinnipiac University poll, by four points in a New York Times-Siena College-Philadelphia Inquirer poll and held a three-point edge in a USA Today-Suffolk poll, while a Marist College poll showed the race tied. Most polls have found Casey with a clearer advantage in the Senate race than the Post poll did, although a CNN poll conducted before the most recent debate also found an even contest.
The Post poll finds that voter enthusiasm in Pennsylvania is extraordinarily high, with 93 percent of registered voters saying they are certain to vote. Similarly, 78 percent of Pennsylvania voters say they are "extremely motivated" to cast ballots this year. Among the most motivated voters, 50 percent support Trump, while 49 percent support Harris.
Voter turnout surged between 2016 and 2020 in Pennsylvania, and the composition of the electorate will be crucial again this year. Among likely voters who voted in 2020, according to state voting records, Harris is at 49 percent and Trump at 47 percent. Among those for whom there is no record of voting in 2020, Trump has a slight advantage, 48 percent to 43 percent.
Protecting American democracy is the most important issue to Pennsylvania voters, with about 7 in 10 saying it is "extremely important." About 8 in 10 Democrats say this issue is extremely important, compared with nearly 7 in 10 Republicans and almost 6 in 10 independents.
But Pennsylvania voters disagree about which candidate is best equipped to protect democracy, with 48 percent saying Harris and 45 percent choosing Trump.
Trump has continued to say falsely that the 2020 election was stolen. Overall, 55 percent of voters in Pennsylvania say Biden won the election "fair and square," including 93 percent of Democrats and 56 percent of independents. But 69 percent of Republicans say Biden won "due to voter fraud."
More than half of voters also say the economy and crime and safety are extremely important issues. Immigration, health care and abortion rank lower, although more than 4 in 10 voters say each issue is extremely important in their choice.
Trump is seen as better able to handle the economy (51 percent to 42 percent), immigration (52 percent to 39 percent) and crime and safety (50 percent to 43 percent). On which candidate would be better at helping middle-class workers, the split is Harris at 48 percent and Trump at 46 percent.
Harris holds a big advantage on abortion (52 percent to 34 percent) and a smaller edge on health care (48 percent to 40 percent). Among Pennsylvania registered voters, 64 percent say abortion should be legal in all or most cases, while 26 percent say it should be illegal in all or most cases.
Among likely voters who cite the economy as extremely important, Trump has the support of 65 percent, and among those who say immigration is extremely important, he has the support of 80 percent. Harris is favored by 70 percent of those who say abortion is extremely important and 56 percent who say the same about health care.
Overall, Pennsylvania voters have a dour view of the national economy, with 66 percent saying it is either "not so good" or "poor," while 33 percent say it is either "excellent" or "good." They have a more optimistic view of their own financial situations, with 60 percent positive and 37 percent negative. Among voters who say the economy is bad but their pocketbooks are okay, Trump leads by 34 percentage points.
On other issues of importance to the Pennsylvania economy, a big majority (68 percent) of voters favor hydraulic fracturing -- often called "fracking" -- for oil and gas production. As a presidential candidate in the 2020 campaign, Harris said she opposed fracking but has since said she has changed her view and would not ban it as president.
Trump has called for mass deportation of undocumented immigrants living in the United States, but a majority of Pennsylvania voters oppose that proposal. Given three options, 41 percent of Pennsylvania voters say they favor deporting most undocumented immigrants, while 48 percent say that undocumented immigrants instead should be offered a chance to apply for legal status.
An additional 7 percent say these migrants, many of whom have been living in the United States for years, should be "left alone by authorities unless they are convicted of a violent crime."
About 3 in 4 Trump supporters (76 percent) say most undocumented immigrants should be deported to the countries they came from, while more than 3 in 4 Harris supporters (79 percent) say they should be offered a chance to apply for legal status.
Both candidates have tried to position themselves as agents of change. Voters' perceptions of what kind of change each might bring reflect the overall divisions in the state and the partisan divide in the country.
Looking at Trump, 45 percent of voters say he would bring change for the better, 46 percent say he would bring change for the worse, and 6 percent say his election would not change the country.
With Harris, 11 percent say her election would not change the country, while 43 percent say she would bring change for the better, and an identical percentage say she would bring change for the worse.
Harris is viewed favorably by 47 percent of Pennsylvania voters, while 44 percent have an unfavorable view of her. Perceptions of Trump are net negative, with 49 percent unfavorable and 43 percent favorable.
The two Senate candidates are both roughly split between favorable and unfavorable: Casey at 41 percent favorable to 40 percent unfavorable and McCormick at 37 percent favorable to 35 percent unfavorable. Both have high shares of voters saying they have no opinion about them, 26 percent for McCormick and 18 percent for Casey.
The politician in the poll seen most positively by Pennsylvania voters is Gov. Josh Shapiro (D), who was under consideration to be Harris's running mate until she selected Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz. Shapiro has a favorable rating that is about 2-to-1 positive (51 percent favorable to 26 percent unfavorable).
Though Biden won the state in 2020 and lived in Scranton as a child, he remains unpopular with Pennsylvania voters, with 41 percent saying they approve of the job he is doing as president and 57 percent disapproving, including 49 percent who strongly disapprove.
In the choice between Harris and Trump, the Pennsylvania electorate splits along predictable lines. Among likely voters, men support Trump by nine percentage points (52-43 percent) while women favor Harris by 10 points (53-43 percent).
Partisans are firmly behind their nominees, with 9 in 10 Republicans backing Trump and about 9 in 10 Democrats favoring Harris. Among independents, it's Harris at 46 percent, Trump at 45 percent.
Trump has a 10 percentage-point lead among White Pennsylvania voters, narrower than his 15-point margin in 2020 exit polling. Trump leads by 26 percentage points among White voters without four-year college degrees (smaller than his 32-point advantage in 2020 exit polls), while Harris leads by 11 points among White college graduates (similar to Biden's nine-point margin in 2020).
White women split evenly between the two candidates, while White men favor Trump by 21 points. Voters of color back Harris by 72 percent to 20 percent.
Among likely Black voters, Harris is at 78 percent to Trump's 17 percent. While the margin is hefty, she is doing worse than Biden did in 2020. In the election four years ago, Biden won 92 percent of the Black vote in Pennsylvania compared with 7 percent for Trump, according to network exit polls.
Suburban likely voters split 50 percent for Harris and 46 percent for Trump; suburban women favor Harris by 15 points while suburban men lean toward Trump by seven points. Harris leads among urban voters by 24 points, while Trump leads by 30 points among voters in small towns and rural areas.
Harris leads Trump by 12 percentage points among voters in union households and by a similar 11-point margin among union members themselves. In 2020, network exit polls found union households split 49 percent for Biden and 51 percent for Trump.
Trump holds double-digit leads over Harris among Pennsylvania Catholics (58 percent to 40 percent) and Protestants (55 percent to 40 percent). Harris leads by an even wider margin among voters with no religious affiliation, 71 percent to 23 percent.
Harris fares best around Philadelphia, winning 73 percent support among voters in the city itself and 55 percent of voters in the Philadelphia suburbs. Northeast counties split nearly evenly between the candidates (47 percent for Harris, 48 percent for Trump) while 59 percent of central Pennsylvania voters favor Trump. Trump also leads with 57 percent support in western counties excluding Allegheny County (home to Pittsburgh), where voters split 49 percent for Trump and 45 percent for Harris.
This Washington Post poll was conducted Sept. 12-16 among a random sample of 1,003 registered voters in Pennsylvania drawn from a statewide voter database. The margin of sampling error is plus or minus 3.6 percentage points for both the overall sample and the sample of likely voters; all registered voters were assigned a probability of voting to produce likely voter results. Sixty-four percent of the sample was interviewed via cellphone, 15 percent on landlines and 21 percent responded to the survey via a link texted to their cellphones.
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Trump prepares to prove his New York prediction wrong for the third time
In 2016 and in 2020, Trump said he would win his native state but went on to lose by more than 20 points. On Wednesday, he predicted that this time, he'd get it done.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-19

Supporters cheer as former president Donald Trump departs after speaking in Uniondale, N.Y., on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


One of the defining characteristics of Donald Trump's life has been his quest for acceptance. He is a Queens kid, son of a real estate developer from the outer boroughs, an origin story that comports with an innate insecurity; Trump's career has been oriented to some extent around proving that he belonged in the Manhattan society where he ended up.
We're well into the realm of amateur psychology here, admittedly, but let's go one step further. Maybe it's this instinct, this desire to prove that he has conquered New York, that leads Trump to keep predicting that he will win the state's electoral votes in his bids for the presidency.
When he first made this prediction in 2016, he seemed to be serious. He did state-specific polling and explored investing significant resources in the state. And back then, who could confidently say it wouldn't happen? This was a guy whose presidential bid was expected to be a flash-in-the-pan, an anomaly in which a celebrity threw his hat into the ring only to watch it sail out the other side. Then he unexpectedly won the Republican nomination and, well, New York was his home state. Maybe another miracle could happen!
It did not. Trump lost New York by more than 20 points. In his home precinct, he lost by nearly 40 percentage points. His campaign ended up not doing much in the state at all -- a good decision, given that it allowed investment in states he won narrowly, sending him to the White House.
Four years later, though, Trump again offered the same promise: He would win New York. In an interview with the New York Post, Trump told his credulous interlocutors that New York was "in play" -- a quote that the tabloid slapped on its cover.
"I'll solve the crime problem. I'll solve their tax problem. I'll solve all their problems. Who would not vote for me?" Trump said. "We're going to look into SALT. We're going to look into crime. We're going to look into all of the things and solve the problems -- of many problems that they have in New York."
"SALT" is a reference to a shift in tax law that meant people couldn't deduct state and local taxes (SALT) from their federal returns. It was a shift that cost New Yorkers billions -- and one that Trump signed into law as president.
Anyway, Trump went on to lose by more than 20 points again.
Another four years have passed, and hope springs forth once more.
"When I told some people in Washington, yeah, I'm going up to New York; we're doing a campaign speech. They said, 'What do you mean, New York? You can't ever-- Nobody can win. Republicans can't win.' I said, 'I can win New York, and we can win New York,'" Trump said at a rally on Long Island on Wednesday night. "We're going to win New York. And if you vote for me, I'm going to reduce your taxes, reduce your crime and reduce your levels of stress."
Sounds a bit familiar.
The timing was unfortunate for the former president. On Thursday morning, Siena College released new poll results in the state; Trump trails Vice President Kamala Harris by 13 points.
This is admittedly closer than the results of actual voting have been over the past two decades. And Siena's polls are reliable. It partners with the New York Times regularly, including in a national poll released this week that shows Trump and Harris tied. Siena's June 2020 poll had Trump trailing by 25 points in New York; he went on to lose by 23.




Should Trump do significantly better in New York than he did in 2016 or 2020, it could reshape the dynamics of the election. For example, the gaps between the popular and electoral votes seen in both of those elections would likely be narrower, given the size of New York's population. The state offers up the same number of electoral votes no matter how lopsided the result; a closer result potentially means a less lopsided popular-vote tally.
Trump's optimism is likely rooted in the Republican Party's success in the state in 2022. The party's narrow majority in the House stems to a significant degree from overperforming in the Empire State. Plus, the Republican gubernatorial candidate, Lee Zeldin, did better than expected against incumbent Gov. Kathy Hochul (D). But Zeldin still lost by more than six points against a not-very-popular and not-well-known Hochul. Harris is well-known and popular, according to the Siena poll. (Hochul, incidentally, is currently less popular in the state than Trump.)
On average, New York has been 20 points friendlier to Democratic candidates over the past six presidential elections than voters nationally have been. If the state ends up backing Harris by only a bit over 10 points in a narrowly decided contest, that's a big shift and a big improvement for the GOP.
But losing New York by more than 10 points is not winning New York. Whatever his motivation for making these bold predictions, it's likely that Trump is about to go 0 for 3 in the state. His desire to earn the approval of New Yorkers will almost certainly remain elusive.
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How the debate did -- and didn't -- help Harris
A deep dive on a blitz of new polling since last week's debate. It's mostly good for Harris, but the race hasn't shifted too much.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-09-19

Democratic presidential nominee Kamala Harris arrives at a campaign rally at the McHale Athletic Center in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., on Sept. 13. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Welcome to The Campaign Moment, your guide to the biggest moments in a 2024 election that is a sudden bonanza for Pennsylvania pollsters.
(Did a friend forward this to you? If so, sign up here. And make sure you're subscribing to the Campaign Moment podcast on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or wherever else you listen.)
The first debate of the 2024 presidential campaign was perhaps the most consequential in modern history, given that it provoked President Joe Biden's ultimate withdrawal. And Democrats came out of the Sept. 10 debate hoping that was the case again, albeit in the opposite direction.
There is no question that Vice President Kamala Harris won the debate going away. But given even that first debate didn't move the polls much right away, it was fair to ask what the true, measurable impact of the second one would be.
Well, we've finally got a bunch of new data to dive into -- including a Washington Post poll of Pennsylvania that's part of a blitz of new polls in that state. So let's examine, with an assist from the ever-bookmarkable Post polling averages.
1. Harris has gained. Somewhat. In some polls.
If Democrats were hoping the race would suddenly lurch in her direction like it did in the weeks after she jumped into the race, they'll be disappointed. The shifts are almost all well within the margin of error, and some polls show no shift at all.
Harris gained four points from the previous margins in an Economist-YouGov poll and a Yahoo-YouGov poll, three points in a national Fox News poll and Quinnipiac University poll of all-important Pennsylvania, and two points in a national New York Times-Philadelphia Inquirer-Siena College poll.
Quinnipiac and a new Marist College poll also show Harris leading Donald Trump by five in Michigan, tying her best high-quality surveys to date there. (We don't have earlier polls from the same pollsters to directly compare.)
But meanwhile, Monmouth University, Reuters-Ipsos and ABC-Ipsos national polls all showed a one-point shift or less, as did the Times-Inquirer-Siena poll in Pennsylvania that showed Harris's lead holding at four. And even Harris's good Pennsylvania polls were tempered by others showing a closer race, including from The Post (Harris up one) and Marist College (tied). Many of the polls in which Harris gained tend to be some of the more favorable ones for Democrats.
"This isn't malicious in any way; it's a product of the decisions they make to create their poll," Lenny Bronner, who runs The Post's polling averages, told me. "But what it means is that our polling model will discount Harris's gains in those polls a bit."
All told, Harris has either maintained her standing or gained a little ground in virtually all of the post-debate polls. So the faceoff appears to have been a net-positive for her -- though far from a game changer.
2. Harris gained more in other ways
All of which reinforces something I've been saying for a long time: that this is just a hard race to shake up. We're that polarized. Not only didn't the first debate shift things instantly, but neither did Trump's criminal conviction.
But that doesn't mean there haven't been significant shifts in other ways, beyond the horse race. And after the debate, Harris saw other encouraging signs.
Even in some status-quo polls, for instance, her image improved. The ABC-Ipsos poll showed Harris's lead holding at six points, but it also showed voters said by double-digits that the debate improved their views of her and worsened their views of Trump.
Other polls like The Post's showed Harris with more of an image advantage than the head-to-head numbers suggest. The Post poll showed Harris up just one point, for instance, but Pennsylvanians liked her by a three-point margin and disliked Trump by six points. An Atlanta Journal-Constitution poll of Georgia also showed Harris as more popular than Trump, despite her three-point deficit in that state.
A YouGov poll showed Harris gained and Trump lost ground on several personal characteristics, including charisma, being calm under pressure, speaking coherently and being persuasive -- even as voters didn't move much on which candidate was better on specific issues. Another YouGov poll showed her gaining eight points on the margin when it came to whether she was qualified to be president.
And a new AP-NORC poll Thursday showed registered voters said by six points (47-41) that Harris would make a good president -- even as they said by 23 points that Trump would not. That's a bigger gap than in late July.
The polls also suggest that the debate, at the very least, gave pause to more right-leaning voters. Both the Monmouth poll and an instant post-debate CNN poll showed more of Trump's base saying the debate at least caused them to reconsider their vote.
In other words, few voters appear to have changed their minds. But the debate appears to have made Harris more appealing and Trump somewhat less appealing, which could impact how voters assess their options moving forward.
"How much this election is shifting is measured in inches rather than yards right now," Monmouth polling director Patrick Murray said. "We are basically at the point where turning out 10,000 extra voters in a key swing state could determine the outcome. Polling tells us the broad contours of the race but it cannot measure these types of micro shifts."
3. Harris's path could be solidifying
The Michigan and Pennsylvania polls might be the most encouraging for Harris. That's because those states are so vital to her most apparent path to victory -- through the North -- and they suggest she's solidified her leads in them.

(Aaron Blake)


The batch of new polls in Pennsylvania, for instance, shows Harris: tied, up one, up three, up three, up four and up six.
The current Washington Post polling averages show she leads by two points in Michigan and Pennsylvania. She also leads by three in Wisconsin, despite the new Quinnipiac, AARP and Marist polls each showing her leading by one.
All three states remain very competitive. But if Harris can win them, she's probably at 270 electoral votes already.
And to date, she's trailed in just two out of more than two dozen qualifying head-to-head polls across those three states. Both of them showed one-point Harris deficits.
It's been evident for some time that Trump's and JD Vance's elevation of baseless rumors about Haitian migrants stealing and eating pets was a rather shameless political ploy; Vance has all but acknowledged as much. Politicians are known for deliberately misleading for political effect, but by any standard this has been jarringly cynical.
And the true scope of the cynicism and disregard for the truth came into sharp focus in a must-read Wall Street Journal story published Wednesday.
The key new details:
The details reinforce how disdainful Vance and the Trump campaign have been of the truth here. We've known for a while these were thinly sourced rumors; now we learn they were told that directly, early on. And even the supposed evidence they're now citing falls apart with some routine reporting.
Driving home that point: Vance was pressed Wednesday on calling the Haitian immigrants "illegal," despite them having been granted temporary legal status (Trump has even said he would deport them). Vance said he would keep calling them "illegal aliens."

Former president Donald Trump looks on as Sean O'Brien, president of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, speaks at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee in July. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


58-31
That's the margin by which members of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters union said they supported endorsing Trump over Harris, according to an internal poll. But the Teamsters opted not to endorse either candidate Wednesday.
In a way, that'll be disappointing for the Trump campaign -- given that margin and given that Republicans gave Teamsters President Sean O'Brien a prime speaking role at their convention in July. Trump's lead among members was also a sharp reversal from when Biden was in the race and they backed him over Trump, 44 to 36 percent.
But the Teamsters have also endorsed Democrats in every presidential election since 2000 (the last time the union didn't endorse was 1996). So even the lack of an endorsement is a statement in Trump's long-running efforts to make headway with unions.
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With one exaggerated anecdote, Trump kneecaps his Jan. 6 defense
Appearing on Fox News on Wednesday, Trump told a story he's told before -- one in which a politician is threatened by angry Trump boosters and he calls them off.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-19

Supporters of President Donald Trump attend a rally near the White House on Jan. 6, 2021. (John Minchillo/AP)


Donald Trump's tough-guy shtick plays well on Fox News, so he leaned into it during an appearance on the late-night talk show "Gutfeld!" on Wednesday.
Host Greg Gutfeld brought up Gov. Tim Walz (D-Minn.), Vice President Kamala Harris's running mate on the Democratic presidential ticket. Trump, the Republican nominee, quickly disparaged Walz as "strange." And then he told a story aimed at presenting Walz as weak and himself as strong -- though with a notable unintended consequence.
"You know, he called up years ago," Trump began, referring to Walz. The governor's mansion in Minnesota was surrounded by protesters, Trump said, and Walz was seeking help.
"'My house is being surrounded by people with American flags,'" Trump claimed Walz said. "I said, 'Is that a good thing or a bad thing?' He said, 'I think they're going to attack me.'"
Gutfeld guffawed.
"But this was during the riots and everything," Trump continued. "They were MAGA people, you know, they like the American flag, all right? And they also had Trump [flags]."
Walz, Trump said, asked Trump to tell people that he was their friend. So Trump got on Twitter.
"I put out a statement: 'He's a good man, the governor. He's on our side. I don't, I didn't know him, but I didn't want him to get hurt,'" Trump said. "And everybody put down their flags and they left."
He later added, "It was sort of a beautiful thing in a lot of ways."
On the surface, this story doesn't make sense, as it didn't when Trump told it (also on Fox News) soon after Harris picked Walz. For example: There were pro-Trump protesters at the governor's mansion in Minnesota in the midst of the 2020 Black Lives Matter protests?
Trump did mention Walz in one tweet at the time -- the infamous one in which he warned, "when the looting starts, the shooting starts." His mention of Walz was simply that "the Military was with him all the way."
As it happens, Walz described his end of this exchange to reporters from Politico in 2021. As the governor describes it, he called the White House not at the time of the BLM protests but in April 2020, when protests against coronavirus restrictions -- egged on by Trump -- were targeting a number of Midwestern governors.
A protest targeting Walz was planned for April 17. Fox News provided predictably supportive coverage to the effort that morning.
"In Minnesota," reporter Mike Tobin reported, "the demonstrators didn't even wait for their own planned protest. An organization had planned the protest for today at noon but they got in front of the governor's residence in St. Paul yesterday. They referenced things like President Trump's statement that 'the cure cannot be worse than the disease.'"
Tobin noted that the name of the group running the protest was "Liberate Minnesota." Two minutes after the segment aired, Trump -- a notoriously avid viewer of that channel -- posted a message on Twitter: "LIBERATE MINNESOTA."
Speaking to the Politico reporters, Walz identified this message as one that "brought armed people to my house." He called the White House to try to understand what "liberate Minnesota" was asking of him, but he didn't get a response.
"Just to be very candid, the rhetoric that the president engaged in, and then was amplified by others, changed the whole dynamic, especially in a state like Minnesota where I could be out by myself without folks around and it would be fine," Walz said in 2021. "That was a little different at that point in time."
It is fair to be a bit more confident in Walz's recollection of events closer to when they occurred and at a point when he wasn't running for higher office than it is to rely upon Trump's presentation on Fox News seven weeks before the presidential election. It's worth noting, though, that there was another time that pro-Trump protesters gathered at the Minnesota governor's mansion: on Jan. 6, 2021.
That day, of course, Trump was in Washington. He'd stoked the anger of his base repeatedly in the weeks after the 2020 presidential contest, telling them that the election had been stolen (it hadn't been) and that there were mechanisms by which he could retain the presidency (there weren't). It was his rhetoric about the pandemic turned to the maximum volume: repeated presentations of how he wanted the world to be that his base accepted as factual -- and actionable.
Trump repeatedly encouraged the Jan. 6 protest, just as he encouraged the protest in Minnesota. But when those protesters surrounded the Capitol, breaking windows to gain entry and disrupting the counting of electoral votes, Trump sat on his hands. Various people around him encouraged him or his staff to weigh in, to offer the sort of message that he claims rapidly dissipated the crowd in Minnesota. But for hours he simply watched events unfold on TV. He released a video calling for protesters to disband -- and praising them -- at 4:17 p.m., 126 minutes after the first window was broken.
If we take Trump at his word in the "Gutfeld!" conversation, he had seen how, in May 2020, his words encouraged protesters to threaten a Democratic official and he had seen how he could quickly dispel that threat. If this is true, if this is how Trump understood his power to work, it casts the Capitol riot in much darker terms. He should have known both how people would respond to his calls to action and requests to stand down.
Even if Trump's anecdote isn't true, which seems likely, the first part holds. He almost certainly saw a news report crediting his rhetoric with bringing protests to the doorstep of the Minnesota governor and then further stoked that anger. Walz says he called the White House seeking clarity on what he was supposed to be doing -- and Trump never responded. The tension wasn't defused on the president's end.
When Trump claims to have been an innocent observer on Jan. 6, as when he claimed falsely during the debate that he "had nothing to do with that other than they asked me to make a speech," it's worth bearing all of this in mind. He'd seen what his rhetoric could do and he claims that he had the power to do more.
Yet when it comes to the Capitol riot, he insists that he was powerless against forces out of his control.
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Scarred by violence, lawmakers plan for possible 'mass casualty' event
Congress must ensure it can continue to govern in the aftermath of mass violence, a bipartisan group of House members argue.
By Amy Gardner, Jacqueline Alemany | 2024-09-19

Investigators hand off an evidence flag around the Alexandria, Va., baseball field where House Majority Whip Steve Scalise (R-La.) and others, were shot during a congressional baseball practice on June 14, 2017. (Alex Brandon/AP)


Imagine the unthinkable: a mass shooting of members of Congress that leaves a large swath of the country unrepresented and shifts the balance of political power in Washington.
In the current political environment, such an outbreak of violence is not as unthinkable as it used to be, according to a bipartisan collection of House members. The attempted assassination of members at a congressional baseball team practice in 2017, the violent attack on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, a dramatic spike in threats against members and, most recently, a possible second assassination attempt against former president Donald Trump highlight the need for Congress to ensure it can continue to govern in the aftermath of mass violence, they said.
To address such a scenario, these four House members -- two Republicans and two Democrats -- are pushing an unlikely solution: a constitutional amendment that would allow members to be replaced quickly in the event of a mass-casualty event.
In addition to ensuring uninterrupted representation for constituents, the amendment would discourage attempts to use violence to sway the balance of power in the House.
"We've seen a 300 percent increase in threats against members over the last seven years, according to the Capitol Police," said Rep. Derek Kilmer (D-Wash.), one of four lawmakers pushing the issue. "In an environment where we have seen a growing tendency toward political violence, imagine -- horrifically -- a baseball practice where someone has bad intentions and better aim. You can literally flip a majority for three to four months. Which I think is a frightening incentive for political violence."
According to a survey of state election officials, states need between three and four months, on average, to hold a special election to replace a deceased House member -- a function of the time it takes to print ballots in addition to a federal law requiring ballots to be mailed to overseas and military voters at least 45 days ahead of an election.
"That's actually a really long time to have a vacancy if you're in the midst of a national crisis," Kilmer said.
Kilmer teamed up with Reps. Brad Wenstrup (R-Ohio), William Timmons (R-S.C.), and Emanuel Cleaver II (D-Mo.) to come up with a proposal to ensure that Congress can continue its work if a large number of members are killed in a mass attack. Their proposed constitutional amendment would require each member of the House to submit the names of at least five individuals from his or her political party to their state's governor. In the event of that representative's death, the governor would choose a name from the list within 10 days, and the House speaker would be required to seat them immediately.
The "continuity amendment" would also deny a would-be assassin the power to flip control of the House from one party to another, Kilmer said. The interim appointee would serve only until a special election could take place.
The Constitution requires all House vacancies to be filled by election rather than with an interim appointment. It does not impose the same standard on the Senate, where states may choose to fill vacancies with a temporary appointment until a special election can take place.
Enacting a constitutional amendment is difficult, requiring a two-thirds vote of both houses of Congress as well as ratification by three-fourths of state legislatures. The last ratification took place in 1992, when the 27th Amendment was adopted, requiring that any pay raise enacted by Congress for itself may not go into effect until after the next election.
Congress should eliminate the incentive for an individual to commit political violence for the purpose of tipping the balance of power, Wenstrup argued at a Committee on House Administration subcommittee hearing on the measure Wednesday.
"A violent domestic terrorist attempted to assassinate Republican members of Congress," Wenstrup, who treated House Majority Whip Steve Scalise (R-La.) after he was shot during the congressional baseball team attack, recalled of the shooting. "He had names in his pocket, descriptions in his pocket. This was a clear assassination attempt, and he decided to use murder or assassination as a tool for political change. He wanted to wipe out the Republican majority and change the balance of power."
"I would contend that's an insurrection by one person," Wenstrup added.
Both Kilmer and Wenstrup are retiring at the end of this year, and the chances that the amendment could pass through a narrowly divided Congress is slim.
Forty constitutional amendments have been introduced since 1945, "and none of them have passed," Rep. Stephanie Bice (R-Okla.), the chairwoman of the subcommittee, noted in her opening remarks. Bice said the track record helped explain why in the wake of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, Congress opted instead to change federal law requiring a state hold a special election within 49 days in the event of an extraordinary circumstance where vacancies in the House chamber exceed 100 seats.
Nine states have laws for holding special elections to fill House vacancies that are consistent with federal law that requires a special election be held within 49 days of a vacancy, according to Rebecca Gambler, director of the Government Accountability Office's homeland security and justice division. But 41 states do not have such laws, and some officials, responding to a GAO survey, expressed concern about their ability to hold an election in such a tight time frame.
Only 27 states have responded to the survey so far, Gambler said, but some state election officials reported that "it would be difficult to select candidates within the time frame required by the law."
Officials also noted challenges related to preparing and printing ballots, identifying polling places and poll workers, and transmitting absentee ballots to military and overseas voters," said Gambler, who added that some election officials alternatively provided suggestions and best practices on how to hold a special election in such a tight time frame. A final report will be issued in the coming months.
"In the 21st century, it's naive to imagine that we could never face the situation that motivates the proposal," said Richard Primus, a constitutional law professor at the University of Michigan.
Primus added, though, that if thwarting acts of violence intended to flip the balance of power is the goal, lawmakers should also consider changing the Presidential Succession Act, which includes the speaker of the House and the president pro tempore of the Senate in the line of succession.
"It is often the case that [they] are of a different political party from the president," he said.
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Day by day, how JD Vance tweeted misinformation about Springfield
Despite his staff learning that the cat-eating story wasn't true on the day of his first post, Vance doubled down and kept going. 
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-09-19

Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post) 


For more than a week, Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance, a U.S. senator from Ohio, has been tweeting about the influx of Haitian migrants in Springfield, Ohio. It started with a false rumor on a Facebook post about migrants eating cats. Former president Donald Trump, in his debate with Vice President Kamala Harris on Sept. 10, then asserted: "In Springfield, they're eating the dogs. The people that came in, they're eating the cats. They're eating, they're eating the pets of the people that live there."
Amid the backlash, Vance has doubled down, insisting he has raised legitimate issues that were ignored or belittled by the media. Here's an assessment of the facts -- and misinformation -- in his posts on X.
"Months ago, I raised the issue of Haitian illegal immigrants draining social services and generally causing chaos all over Springfield, Ohio. Reports now show that people have had their pets abducted and eaten by people who shouldn't be in this country. Where is our border czar?"
-- Sept. 9 (11 million views)
Analysis: This tweet was posted at 10:22 a.m. The Wall Street Journal reported Wednesday that on the morning of Sept. 9, Springfield City Manager Bryan Heck fielded a call from a Vance staff member asking whether there was any truth to the rumors. "I told him no," Heck said. "There was no verifiable evidence or reports to show this was true. I told them these claims were baseless."
A Vance spokesman did not respond to a request for comment. Vance has not taken down the tweet, even though his staff knew the rumors had been denied around the time he posted it.
"In the last several weeks, my office has received many inquiries from actual residents of Springfield who've said their neighbors' pets or local wildlife were abducted by Haitian migrants. It's possible, of course, that all of these rumors will turn out to be false. Do you know what's confirmed? That a child was murdered by a Haitian migrant who had no right to be here. That local health services have been overwhelmed. That communicable diseases -- like TB and HIV -- have been on the rise. That local schools have struggled to keep up with newcomers who don't know English. That rents have risen so fast that many Springfield families can't afford to put a roof over their head."
-- Sept. 10 (16 million views)
Analysis: There is a significant factual inaccuracy in this tweet, which attempts to provide some cover for the first tweet by acknowledging that it's possible the rumors might be false.
Vance wrote that "a child was murdered by a Haitian migrant who had no right to be here." But it was an accident -- a Haitian migrant, in the country legally but with a foreign driver's license, accidentally veered into a school bus, killing a child. Nathan Clark, whose son Aiden died in the collision, issued a public plea that his son's death not be labeled a murder. "Using Aiden as a political tool is, to say the least, reprehensible for any political purpose," he said. A Vance spokesman noted that the migrant was found guilty of aggravated vehicular homicide.
The New York Times on Sept. 3 reported on Springfield and the Haitian influx, and there is a basis for some of Vance's statements. According to the New York Times report:
As for the rise in tuberculosis and HIV, the Vance spokesman did not respond to questions about how this could be attributed to Haitians. Clark County health records show the numbers for TB are low, so small changes look like big percentage jumps. There were three cases in 2021, two in 2022, six in 2023 and a preliminary count of four in the first half of 2024. As for HIV, there were 12 cases in 2021, 15 in 2022, 29 in 2023 and a preliminary count of 26 in the first half of 2024. But overall, cases of sexually transmitted diseases have fallen, records show, with syphilis in an especially sharp decline -- from 126 cases in 2022 to 45 in 2023. A preliminary count for 2024 recorded 21 syphilis cases.
"In Springfield, Ohio, there has been a massive rise in communicable diseases, rent prices, car insurance rates, and crime. This is what happens when you drop 20,000 people into a small community. Kamala Harris's immigration policy aims to do this to every town in our country."
-- Sept. 13 (13.8 million views)
Analysis: Vance falsely claimed there was a "massive" rise in communicable diseases. The county health records show a decline in reportable infectious-disease cases per 100,000 people, with the case rate in 2023 the lowest since 2015. (Vance's spokesman said he was referring to TB and HIV, discussed above.)
His source for rent prices was a Reuters report, citing a Zillow rent index, showing an increase in rental costs of 25 percent from May 2022 to July 2, compared with a national average of a 10 percent increase.
As for crime, Springfield's annual report shows that public service calls fluctuated, from 59,520 in 2021 to 50,501 in 2022, and 62,521 in 2023. Vance's spokesman pointed to data on the Ohio crime reporting system for murders, violent crime and property crime.
The number of murders was five in 2021, six in 2022, and nine in 2023 -- so small that rendering a percentage increase would be misleading. There were 704 incidents of violent crime in 2021, 743 in 2022 and 751 in 2023, while reported incidents of property crime was 2,388 in 2021, 2,725 in 2022 and 2,837 in 2023. It's misleading to make conclusions from such a limited set of crime data and, again, there is no documented link to Haitian migrants.
Finally, there's the question of how many Haitians have moved to Springfield. Vance uses a high estimate of 20,000.
In a July letter to Congress, seeking financial assistance, Heck wrote that "the Haitian population has increased to 15,000 -- 20,000 over the last four years."
But the city of Springfield's website says there are "12,000 to 15,000" immigrants. "Although it is impossible to provide an exact number, based on data provided from numerous sources, such as the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles, Springfield City Schools, area health care providers and social services agencies, the total immigrant population is estimated to be approximately 12,000 -- 15,000 in Clark County," the website says on a page devoted to questions about migrants, not specifying whether all were Haitians.
Heck did not respond to an email asking about the discrepancy.
Public information about enrollment in Springfield schools shows that the head count has increased in recent years but is still below the level in 2020. There were 7,716 students in 2019-2020, but that dropped to 7,099 in 2020-2021, the school year after the pandemic. There were 7,107 students in 2021-2022, 7,277 in 2022-2023 and 7,415 in 2023-2024.
"Kamala Harris and her media apparatchiks should be ashamed of themselves. Another 'debunked' story that turned out to have merit."
-- Sept. 14 (6.4 million views)
Analysis: Vance quickly elevated a post by right-wing influencer Christopher Rufo, who claimed he had found evidence that "African" migrants in Dayton had eaten cats. Rufo touted an unconfirmed story, with a fuzzy video, and a dubious link to Springfield.
The same day, Dayton Police Chief Kamran Afzal issued a statement denouncing Rufo's report: "We stand by our immigrant community and there is no evidence to even remotely suggest that any group, including our immigrant community, is engaged in eating pets. Seeing politicians or other individuals use outlandish information to appeal to their constituents is disheartening."
"Kamala Harris dropped 20,000 Haitian migrants into a small Ohio town and chaos has ensued. Housing shortages have caused rents to skyrocket, hospitals are overrun, schools are ill-equipped to teach students who don't speak English, and the roads are unsafe as unlicensed drivers have caused a massive increase in roadway accidents. It's a disgusting indictment on our news industry, but I'm going to continue speaking up for my constituents and the disastrous effects that Kamala Harris's open border policies are having on their lives."
-- Sept. 15 (4.1 million views)
Analysis: Vance refers to a "massive increase in roadway accidents," but the Ohio crash statistics system indicates that the number of motor vehicle crashes recorded in Clark County has declined since 2021. The Vance spokesman pointed to recent statements by Springfield's mayor about "reckless operation speeding and distracted driving of motor vehicles" and Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine, a Republican, of "a very significant problem" because, he said, many Haitian migrants have "not gone through really any formal courses" to drive in the United States.
Vance also falsely said "the American media didn't give a damn about any of this until President Donald Trump mentioned Springfield at the debate." As noted, the New York Times published a lengthy article -- which appeared on the front page -- a week before the debate.
"The American media has been caught laundering verified foreign disinformation to smear me and President Trump and it's disgusting."
-- Sept. 17 (1.9 million views)
Analysis: After bomb threats repeatedly forced the evacuation of schools and government offices, Vance posted a clip of himself making this statement: "And you know what the governor of Ohio came out yesterday and said? Every single one of those bomb threats was a hoax. And all of those bomb threats came from foreign countries. So the American media, for three days, has been lying and saying that Donald Trump and I are inciting bomb threats when in reality the American media has been laundering foreign disinformation. It is disgusting."
This is incorrect. Dan Tierney, press secretary for DeWine, told The Fact Checker that some calls -- less than five -- were made from within the United States. Of 34 bomb threats, the "vast majority" were from foreign countries, most from a single country that he would not identify. But Vance chose to ignore that at least some calls were not from overseas -- and that the calls didn't take place until he and Trump trafficked in misinformation.
(About our rating scale)
Send us facts to check by filling out this form
Sign up for The Fact Checker weekly newsletter
The Fact Checker is a verified signatory to the International Fact-Checking Network code of principle
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Trump campaign courts younger men to make up losses with women voters
The competition for undecided men under 50 has drawn both campaigns to podcast interviews and video game apps. It carries risks for the GOP nominee.
By Isaac Arnsdorf, Marianne LeVine, Ashley Parker | 2024-09-19

Fans wave a Trump 2024 flag on June 1 during the mixed martial arts event UFC 302 in Newark. (Luke Hales/Getty Images)


Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump is betting on podcast interviews, appearances at sports events and targeted digital advertising to reach uncommitted young, male voters, whom his campaign has identified as his best path to victory in November.
The campaign has homed in on a group of undecided voters that makes up 11 percent of the electorate in battleground states, according to an analysis that Trump advisers presented to reporters in August. Those voters are mostly men under 50 who identify as moderates, and they are predominantly White but include more Latinos and Asian Americans than the general population, said campaign officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss their strategy.
This focus has led Trump to some unfamiliar settings for a former president. He discussed recreational drug use and addiction with Theo Von, a former MTV host turned popular podcaster. He also appeared on podcasts hosted by controversial YouTuber Logan Paul, whose sponsors include the maker of intimate grooming products, and Adin Ross, who rose to fame streaming himself playing video games on Twitch until the platform banned him for homophobic and other hateful content.
Trump has repeatedly attended Ultimate Fighting Championship matches and chose UFC chief executive Dana White and former pro wrestler Hulk Hogan to introduce him at the Republican National Convention. Trump also took credit for blessing the winning car at a Formula 1 race in Miami.
The campaign's emphasis on younger men in the race against Vice President Kamala Harris plays to Trump's celebrity appeal and, to some people, an archetype of a certain image of masculinity. It also acknowledges his consistent underperformance with suburban and older women, who used to be more reliable Republican constituencies.
"That is beyond smart because they're talking about a population that is underrepresented in actual votes on Election Day," said Josh Holmes, a prominent Republican strategist. "To the extent they can capture and motivate them, that is a significant demographic. It's a totally untapped marketplace."
But Trump's hunt for disengaged young men carries risk because they vote less frequently -- a gamble that reflects how much ground he has lost with more traditional Republican voters.
"If they don't turn out and he's alienated the people who are more consistent voters, then you're really in a pickle," said Amy Walter, editor in chief of the nonpartisan Cook Political Report.

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump participates in a town hall event on Tuesday in Flint, Mich. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Harris's campaign is also targeting young men with television commercials during college football, NFL and MLB games, and soccer matches, as well as ads on sports talk radio and content on social media and the video game app Twitch. Democrats said they have been able to redouble their emphasis on young men since Harris replaced President Joe Biden at the top of the ticket because she made up ground with young women where he had been lagging.
But the Harris campaign does not define its target voters as narrowly as the Trump team, and advisers argue she has more room for growth. In addition to voters under 50, who are more likely to be men and who include more people of color than the general population, the Harris campaign also sees opportunities among White women without a college degree who are especially affected and motivated by reproductive rights, as well as moderate Republicans and independents who are uncomfortable with Trump and his MAGA transformation of the GOP.
"That is a target group, it's not the primary target group for Democrats," Democratic pollster Celinda Lake, who has advised Biden and Planned Parenthood, said of young men. "The formula for success for Democrats is to win women by more than they lose men," Lake added.
The long-standing partisan split along gender lines is growing even more pronounced this cycle. New York Times-Siena College polls of six swing states in August found that young men backed Trump by 13 points, while young women favored Harris by 38 points. An ABC-Ipsos poll this month found that Harris led by 38 points among young female likely voters under 30. By contrast, Harris edged Trump by three points among young male likely voters under 30.
In a deeply divided electorate, the slice of voters that the campaigns believe could swing either way has grown vanishingly small -- just about 2 percent, according to a Harris campaign official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal strategy. The greater challenge is to mobilize disengaged Americans who are deciding whether to vote at all.
"The traditional image of a swing voter is a real anachronism: It's not really like there's just these people who sit in Wisconsin and they're trying to decide between the Republican or the Democrat every single cycle," said Dan Pfeiffer, a former adviser to Barack Obama. "Some of them are choosing between Kamala Harris and Trump. More of them are probably choosing between one of the two candidates and the couch."
Because young voters are historically part of the Democrats' core coalition, if Trump significantly outperforms with young men compared with 2020, Pfeiffer said, "it makes the math impossible for Harris."

Supporters of Trump listen to him speak at a news conference at Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, N.J. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post) 


In 2020, men ages 18 to 29 favored Biden 52 percent to 41 percent, according to the national network exit poll. A different exit poll, AP VoteCast, found that the group supported Biden 56 percent to 41 percent, similar to the result in a recent Washington Post-ABC-Ipsos poll.
Trump has also mentioned privately that his 18-year-old son Barron is a big fan of Von, according to a person close to the former president. But such interviews reflect a more deliberate strategy of putting the former president in front of audiences that skew young and male and don't typically tune in to political news.
"There is a reason why we're doing all of those things," a Trump campaign official said. "These are not people that sit up watching ABC, Fox and CNN."
In interviews with young male voters at recent Trump rallies, several brought up his podcast appearances, including with the Nelk Boys, Logan Paul and Adin Ross. Others said they watched his interview with Elon Musk on X and his interview with Von. They liked that Trump attends UFC matches and expressed admiration for his persona. Many cited the economy as their top concern and said they admired that Trump spoke his mind.
"I thought it was really cool, like Theo was talking about how he's a recovering alcoholic and drug addict, and Trump was kind of asking him questions out of curiosity because Trump claims to have never drank or anything before. I believe it, personally, but I thought that was cool," said Evan Lahey, 21, who attended Trump's town hall in La Crosse, Wis. "He's kind of just a guy's guy, which appeals to a lot of people."
"Even though he's like way older than Kamala, he's way more in touch with our demographic," Lahey added.
Researchers from both parties said young men are more likely to get information from nontraditional sources such as social media or streaming. They are also more likely to show interest in third-party candidates or split their tickets.
Akshay Salvi, 35, of the Philadelphia area, said independent Robert F. Kennedy Jr. was his favorite, but Kennedy's endorsement of Trump did not influence him and he was now supporting Harris. He said abortion weighed heavily on his vote -- an issue that Harris campaign officials say resonates with young men and women alike.
"Trump, he had his four years and people didn't like the way he controlled power, so he was not elected the next time, in 2020," Salvi said. Overturning Roe v. Wade, he said, was "like going back 20 years, maybe 50 years. That's not the way women should be treated."
Molly Murphy, a Harris campaign pollster, said the challenge is persuading these voters to support Harris, "because they don't know her very well."
"Part of the reason these younger voters have always been core to our target universe is, over time, they've become more and more turned off by politics and less trusting of institutions," Murphy said. "And so they're actively trying to ignore us all."
The Harris campaign said its outreach to young voters includes campus organizing and digital ads emphasizing the right-wing policy blueprint known as Project 2025. The campaign is targeting suburban women with a bus tour and television ads focused on reproductive rights. For people of color who are undecided or vote inconsistently, the campaign is appearing at historically Black colleges and universities, partnering with faith leaders, using a Latinos-focused WhatsApp channel and running ads tailored to Black Americans and Spanish speakers.
"It's never like, 'Hey, if we just say this one thing to this group of voters, we're going to be fine.' It's never that and it's not like one day they all move in unison," Harris campaign senior adviser David Plouffe said. "Trump believes that if he goes on certain podcasts and says he likes UFC and says he's a tough guy, he's somehow going to over-perform, but he looks incredibly weak right now, and almost, I think, to the extent that some voters are laughing at him."
Scott Clement and Emily Guskin contributed to this report.
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Walz accelerates his preparations for upcoming debate with Vance
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg has been tapped to play Vance in mock debates.
By Tyler Pager | 2024-09-19

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Kamala Harris's running mate, on the final day of the Democratic National Convention. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, the Democratic vice-presidential nominee, has accelerated his preparations for his Oct. 1 debate with Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio), participating in policy sessions and mock debates in his home state and on the road.
Walz's team has enlisted Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, in his personal capacity, to play Vance in debate rehearsals, reprising his role from four years ago when he stood in for then-vice president Mike Pence during Kamala Harris's practice sessions, according to multiple people familiar with the debate process who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe confidential preparations.
Fueled by diet Mountain Dew and dressed in casual wear -- cargo pants and a T-shirt -- Walz was in a Minneapolis hotel on Wednesday, practicing with Buttigieg and taking notes on a yellow legal pad, the people said. The two have not yet held a full 90-minute mock debate, although they are expected to do so closer to Oct. 1, when Walz and Vance will meet in New York City for the debate hosted by CBS News.
Strategists for both parties say vice-presidential debates rarely affect the presidential race in a significant way. But with Harris and former president Donald Trump having held their one and likely only debate instead of three, and the undercard coming five weeks before Election Day, it may carry higher stakes.
"There are two key pivotal moments in a running mate's time on the campaign: One is the convention speech and one is their debate performance," said Matt Paul, who served as the campaign chief of staff to Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.) when he was Hillary Clinton's running mate in 2016. "It seems this year, without a full presidential debate schedule and where this is falling in the race, it has somewhat raised the stakes of this debate."
Walz, who often emphasizes his experience outside elected office on the campaign trail, has sought to tamp down expectations for his performance next month, following the timeworn tradition of trying to lower the bar for such events.
"Yes, I need to," Walz said on MSNBC when asked if he had started thinking about his own debate shortly after the Sept. 10 Harris-Trump debate concluded. "Look, he's Yale Law guy. I'm a public school teacher. So we know where he's at on that."
He added: "You will hear me talk, like I have, about things that impact Americans -- making sure they have the opportunity to thrive, making sure that we're being factual in how we talk about that. And so I'm looking forward to it. I will work hard. That's what I do. I fully expect that Senator Vance, as a United States senator, a Yale Law guy, he will come well-prepared."
For Walz, the debate will be the latest high-profile moment in his remarkable rise from a career as a public school teacher to becoming the Democratic Party's vice-presidential nominee. It will also thrust him into the sort of traditional political setting that he has largely eschewed.
During his interview with Harris's vetting team for the running mate slot, Walz told her aides he had never used a teleprompter. Walz's folksy speaking style can resonate with audiences, and he has participated in debates when running for Congress and governor, but allies say debates may not be his strongest setting.
People familiar with Walz's preparations say the governor, who was little-known nationally before Harris selected him in early August, sees the debate as an opportunity to continue to introduce himself to the nation and highlight Harris's agenda. He and his aides view the debate as an extension of the campaign rallies and interviews he has participated in over the last month, and they expect him to focus not only on the contrast between Harris and Trump, but also between him and Vance.
Walz, who energized Democrats when he began referring to Republicans as "weird," has leaned into his Midwestern roots and his experience as a football coach, part of an appeal to White, working-class voters in the "blue wall" states of Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania. He has ratcheted up attacks on Vance in recent weeks, slamming him for supporting Project 2025, a policy agenda compiled by the Heritage Foundation for the next Republican administration.
"This debate will serve as another clear opportunity for Governor Walz to present Vice President Harris' winning vision of a New Way Forward to the American people who are ready to turn the page on Donald Trump," Emily Soong, a spokeswoman for the Harris-Walz campaign, said in a statement.
Vance has attracted an usual amount of attention since become Trump's running mate, not all of it positive. He came under fire for previously calling Democrats like Harris "a bunch of childless cat ladies who are miserable." In recent days, President Joe Biden and others have criticized him for embracing the falsehood that Haitian immigrants in Ohio are stealing and eating their neighbors' pets.
At the same time, Walz will have to defend his own record against Vance, who has attacked the Minnesota governor for his handling of protests in Minneapolis after the murder of George Floyd, for ostensibly misleading the public about his military service, and for an array of liberal policy positions.
In contrast to Walz, who has participated in only a handful of interviews, Vance often appears on cable TV and has regularly taken questions from journalists, which allies view as effective practice for the debate.
A spokesperson for the Trump-Vance campaign declined to comment.
As soon as the Harris campaign selected a team to support her running mate -- even before Walz himself was chosen -- those aides started thinking about how to prepare for a vice-presidential debate. The team tapped Zayn Siddique, a lawyer at the firm Paul Weiss who worked in the Biden White House and helped both Biden and Harris prepare for debates, and Rob Friedlander, who recently departed the White House where he had worked on the National Economic Council, to oversee the debate prep.
The two have worked closely with Liz Allen, Walz's campaign chief of staff, and Chris Schmitter, Walz's chief of staff in the governor's office and a senior adviser on the campaign.
A number of current and former Obama and Biden administration officials are also engaged in the preparations, including Kate Berner, a longtime Biden aide and a senior adviser to Walz's team, who has been working with Buttigieg on playing Vance; and Michael Tyler, the Harris campaign communications director. Karen Dunn and Rohini Kosoglu, who co-led Harris's debate preparations, have also consulted with Walz's team on the preparations.
Buttigieg, who was among those vetted to serve as Harris's running mate, is widely considered one of the Democratic Party's best communicators, winning particular plaudits for sparring with hosts on Fox News. A White man from South Bend, Ind., Buttigieg is once again playing the role of a conservative Republican from the Midwest serving as Trump's running mate.
Philippe Reines, who was initially cast as Vance when Harris was still Biden's running mate, transitioned to play Trump in Harris's presidential debate preparations. Harris's performance against Trump was praised by Democrats and even some Republicans, as the vice president succeeded in getting under Trump's skin as she needled him on his crowd sizes and legal troubles.
After the debate ended, Harris challenged Trump to another debate, and the former president wavered before declaring that he had prevailed in the first matchup and therefore saw no reason for a second one.
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Trump stumps on Long Island, vowing to 'win New York' after losing big twice 
He made the same boast in 2016 and 2020, losing his home state by more than 20 points. 
By Hannah Knowles, Isaac Arnsdorf | 2024-09-19

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Uniondale, N.Y., on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


UNIONDALE, N.Y. -- Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump insisted a rally here on Wednesday was more than an add-on for a fundraising swing: He's serious about winning the state of his birth, which has voted Democratic in every presidential election since 1984.
He made similar promises in 2016 and 2020, going on to lose by more than 20 points both times. This year, Trump pressured aides to make a real play in deep-blue territory, especially as President Joe Biden struggled in polls. That aspiration hasn't dimmed as Vice President Kamala Harris replaced Biden on the Democratic ticket and quickly tightened up the race.
Trump has long staked far-fetched claims to winning unlikely states, often relying on unsubstantiated and unspecified allegations of fraud. "If I ran with an honest vote counter in California, I would win California," he said at a news conference in Los Angeles on Friday.
The former president mocked his doubters from the stage here Wednesday. "When I told some people in Washington, 'I'm going up to New York, we're doing a campaign speech,' they said, 'What do you mean, New York? You can't ever -- nobody can win. Republicans can't win,'" Trump recounted to the cheering fans nearly filling a 16,000-seat arena.
"I said, 'I can win New York, and we can win New York.' We're going to win," he said.
Election analysts do not regard New York as a competitive state. The nonpartisan Cook Political Report rates it as a "Solid D," the same category as solidly blue states such as California and New Jersey, two others where Trump has held campaign events this cycle.
While the Empire State is not an electoral college battleground, it does have competitive U.S. House districts, including for Republican incumbents trying to shore up GOP voters who are skeptical of Trump, putting them in an awkward position for Wednesday's rally. Rep. Anthony D'Esposito (N.Y.), one of the most vulnerable House Republicans, attended as the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee put out a statement saying the incumbent was "guaranteeing his pink slip come November." The Democratic challenger to Rep. Nick LaLota (R-N.Y.), who represents a redder area, quickly drew attention to his attendance as well.
Trump thanked vulnerable Rep. Marcus J. Molinaro (R-N.Y.) and Alison Esposito, who faces an uphill battle to unseat Rep. Pat Ryan (D-N.Y.)
"New York is sending Donald Trump back with a Republican Congress to work with," former congressman Lee Zeldin said in one of the warm-up speeches before Trump. "New York was a battleground in 2022, and New York is a battleground again in 2024."
The Long Island setting -- not far from where Trump grew up in Queens -- also fit Trump's campaign themes of portraying himself as a champion for working people concerned about crime and immigration.
To bolster that mantle, Trump cited surveys released Wednesday showing rank-and-file support in the Teamsters union, prompting its leadership to refrain from endorsing the Democrat for the first time since 1996. Trump cited that to claim the membership sided with him. Some local chapters endorsed Harris, including the one on Long Island.
He described the state as crime-ridden, ravaged by terrorists and criminals, and akin to a "third-world nation," sometimes speaking in exaggerated terms and asking the audience, "What do you have to lose?" At the sound of that phrase, he went on to defend using it in his 2016 pitch to Black voters, describing them as having "the worst housing conditions, the worst education, the worst this, the worst that, the most crime." He recounted how the remark was widely viewed as offensive, but he stood by it and pointed to more recent polls showing gains with Black voters, who still overwhelmingly support Democrats.
Elsewhere in the speech, Trump brushed off criticism for dehumanizing migrants, repeating his insistence on calling foreign gang members "animals" and warning of an "invasion." He said he would visit Springfield, Ohio, and Aurora, Colo., two cities with immigrant communities that he and allies have falsely smeared.
"You got to get rid of these people," Trump said, alluding to his pledge for mass deportations.
Trump also used the rally to recount Sunday's apparent assassination attempt, calling the gunman a "radical left mobster." Investigators have not released a motive for the suspect, Ryan Wesley Routh, who has an extensive criminal record and spent recent years trying to join the war in Ukraine.
Without evidence about the shooter's motive, Trump and his campaign have blamed the potential assassination attempt on Democrats' claims that Trump poses a threat to American democracy because he would govern as a dictator, rejecting election results and tolerating violence. On Wednesday, Trump called on his opponents to stop using such language about him in the same breath as turning the same words back on them.
"Stop claiming your opponents will turn America into a dictatorship," he said. "Give me a break. Because the fact is that I'm not a threat to democracy. They are."
Trump repeated misrepresentations about Harris's record, including blaming her for crime recategorizations that were approved by California voters and misleadingly suggesting that migrant children who haven't been summoned to immigration court have all been lost to sex trafficking or death.
New York is also home to a wealth of donors, and Trump fundraised during his visit and held other meetings, according to a Trump official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the trip.
Trump supporters filled the Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum, an arena meant for up to 16,000 people. Many others were turned away outside.
"NEW YORK IS TRUMP COUNTRY," screens in the arena declared, as Trump took the stage.
In the concessions line, a group of teenagers emphatically agreed that it was hard to be a Trump supporter in New York. One said he got pushback when he wore his Trump hat to high school. Another said his mom was a "huge liberal" but that he came to support Trump after doing his "own research."
Andy Alem, 40, of Huntington, N.Y., was waiting just behind and told the teenagers he was impressed with them. They talked for a while about Biden -- "the engine's running, but no one's behind it!" Alem said -- and how the kids' school now had a gender-neutral bathroom and a "homecoming court" rather than a "king" and "queen."
Alem said he liked Trump's New York attitude. "You're tough when you need to," he said.
Arnsdorf reported from Washington. Marianne LeVine in Uniondale contributed to this report.
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Sarah Huckabee Sanders knocks Harris for not having biological children
"My kids keep me humble. Unfortunately, Kamala Harris doesn't have anything keeping her humble," Sanders said at an event with Donald Trump in Flint, Mich.
By Amy B Wang, Hannah Knowles | 2024-09-19

Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders (R) on Sept. 17 said Vice President Kamala Harris's lack of biological children prevents her from staying humble.


Speaking at a campaign event with former president Donald Trump on Tuesday, Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders (R) took a dig at Vice President Kamala Harris for not having biological children.
Sanders, who was White House press secretary under Trump before she was elected governor of her home state in 2022, said at the event in Flint, Mich., that being a mother was her most important role.
"My kids keep me humble. Unfortunately, Kamala Harris doesn't have anything keeping her humble," Sanders said, while also mispronouncing Harris's first name.
The comment drew a quick backlash from Harris supporters, who noted that the vice president has stepchildren with her husband, Doug Emhoff.
The second gentleman, speaking at an event on Wednesday, said all parents, "no matter how you become one, make the same sacrifices and revel in the same joys of raising children." Emhoff described Sanders comment as "unbelievable."
"As if keeping women humble, whether you have children or not, is something we should strive for," he said. "It is not."
Emhoff's first wife, Kerstin Emhoff, also responded to Sanders on social media with a reference to her two children, Harris's stepson and daughter.
"Cole and Ella keep us inspired to make the world a better place. ... Kamala Harris has spent her entire career working for the people, ALL families. That keeps you pretty humble," Kerstin Emhoff wrote on X.
Trump campaign adviser Bryan Lanza also criticized Sanders's remarks, telling a CNN panel Tuesday night that he was "blessed to have a stepmother" help raise him.
"So, I found that comment to be actually offensive. I don't know what more to say about that. I'm disappointed in Sarah [for] saying that," Lanza said on the network. "I'm sure I'm going to get criticism from the campaign, but I have to sort of defend somebody who's a stepmom. It's a tough job. People step into that role. It's usually a difficult dynamic ... and we should reward that and sort of speak of that in a very high tone."
The Harris and Trump campaigns declined to respond when asked about Sanders's remarks.
A representative for Sanders pointed out that Harris had not won any votes in the Democratic primaries, criticized the Biden administration's record on inflation and immigration, and alleged the vice president was "claiming she alone can solve America's problems."
"That's the lack of humility Governor Sanders was referencing," Sanders spokesperson Sam Dubke said in an email.
The backlash echoed furor over resurfaced comments from GOP vice-presidential nominee JD Vance dismissing Democrats as "a bunch of childless cat ladies who are miserable at their own lives and the choices they've made" and suggesting that childless people do not have a "direct stake" in America's future. Vance has since said that Democrats are misinterpreting his comments, which he made during his Senate run in 2021.
However, many Democrats have been reclaiming what was intended as an insult, posting pictures of their support for Harris and Democratic vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz with pictures of their pets. In recent days, pop megastar Taylor Swift and music legend Linda Ronstadt announced their endorsements of Harris with pictures of their cats.
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Election 2024: Harris, addressing Hispanic group, warns of another Trump presidency
Get the latest news from the 2024 campaign trail in the contest between Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Lenny Bronner, Luis Melgar, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Josh Dawsey, Jacob Bogage, Marianna Sotomayor, Meryl Kornfield, Philip Bump, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Sabrina Rodriguez, Hannah Knowles, Scott Clement, Will Oremus, Cristiano Lima-Strong, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Dan Diamond, Michael Scherer, Caroline Kitchener, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Jeff Stein, Dan Balz, Hannah Allam, Toluse Olorunnipa, Amy Gardner | 2024-09-19
Vice President Kamala Harris, during an address Wednesday to Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute's leadership conference in Washington, warned of "mass deportations" and "massive detention camps" if Donald Trump returns to office. Trump held a rally Wednesday night in Uniondale, N.Y., on Long Island, where he criticized Harris for not doing more as vice president to secure the border. New York is not a swing state -- Harris is heavily favored to carry it in November -- but several House districts are in play and could determine which party takes control of the House.
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Sean 'Diddy' Combs's appeal denied in bail sentencing
Sean "Diddy" Combs and his attorneys appealed a judge's order to keep him behind bars amid multiple charges.
By Herb Scribner, Shayna Jacobs | 2024-09-19

Sean "Diddy" Combs performs at the "Can't Stop, Won't Stop: The Bad Boy Story" film premiere during the 2017 Tribeca Film Festival on April 27, 2017, in New York. (Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)


NEW YORK -- Sean "Diddy" Combs will remain behind bars after a federal judge ordered the music mogul to remain in federal custody as he awaits trial after his arrest this week.
Combs was arrested Monday by federal agents on multiple charges, including racketeering and sex trafficking. The indictment, unsealed Tuesday, accuses Combs of using his lifestyle, media and music companies to help orchestrate a widespread criminal enterprise. He was first denied bail Tuesday and kept in federal custody, where he will await trial. Combs had denied any wrongdoing.
The arrest comes almost one year after the first of 10 sexual assault lawsuits was filed against Combs, with the accusations spanning his 30-year career. On Wednesday, a judge reportedly tossed out a $100 million default judgment awarded to an inmate who had accused Combs of sexual assault.
"The fight continues. We're not giving up by a long shot," Marc Agnifilo, Combs' attorney, told reporters after the decision to hold Combs in jail.
Attorneys for Combs in the federal case argued in court Wednesday that the music producer should be allowed to return to his home where he could be monitored by a third-party security company. But U.S. District Judge Andrew L. Carter Jr. said that the proposal was insufficient and that Combs should remain in custody as he awaits trial.
If convicted, Combs faces a maximum sentence of life in prison on the charges of racketeering conspiracy and sex trafficking by force, fraud or coercion. The sex trafficking charge has a mandatory minimum 15-year prison sentence. The third charge, transportation for purposes of prostitution, carries a maximum of 10 years in prison.
On Wednesday, Combs's attorneys proposed in court and in a letter to Judge Carter that Combs would submit to weekly drug testing and limit any women (except for family members) from visiting him if he were released. In their proposal, Combs would not have any contact with anyone deemed as witnesses in the case and would restrict his travel between Florida and New York. His attorney, Agnifilo, told the judge they would hire a private security company to monitor his communications. Combs would also surrender use of a cellphone and internet.
The bail package submitted by Combs and his attorneys included a $50 million bond secured by equity from Combs's and his mother's Miami homes.
But Judge Carter said the proposal "does not give the Court reasonable assurance that he would return to court," and that he was also worried about Combs's opportunity to witness tamper if he's free on a bond. He said that the around-the-clock security would not be sufficient because employees would still come and go from the house, and he'd still be capable potentially of sending coded messages.
The decision on Wednesday came about 24 hours after the first bail hearing on Tuesday. At that hearing, Combs's attorneys said the music mogul was "eminently trustworthy" and had looked to show his innocence and cooperation by flying to New York voluntarily and offering to turn himself in. Prosecutors contested that Combs was a flight risk and should stay detained.
U.S. Magistrate Judge Robyn Tarnofsky ultimately ruled Tuesday to keep Combs in detention because he was untrustworthy, and Combs's accusers would be vulnerable to him and his influence.
Agnifilo told reporters on Wednesday he would push for a fast trial and would consider options to appeal the bail decision again. Legal experts said a trial isn't expected to start until late 2025.
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Teamsters will not endorse for president, a blow to Democrats
The Teamsters' much-anticipated non-endorsement came after a vote of its executive board in Washington.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley | 2024-09-18

Teamsters President Sean O'Brien. (Mark Peterson for The Washington Post) 


For the first time in nearly three decades, the International Brotherhood of Teamsters won't endorse a candidate in the presidential race -- a blow to the Democratic Party, which has reliably received the union's approval for years.
The Teamsters confirmed the decision not to endorse Wednesday, as the union's executive board met in Washington and voted on the endorsement.
The non-endorsement comes two days after union leaders and members met privately with Vice President Kamala Harris as she laid out her case for an endorsement, underscoring the current administration's many achievements for unions.
"Unfortunately, neither major candidate was able to make serious commitments to our union to ensure the interests of working people are always put before Big Business," Teamsters President Sean O'Brien said in a statement. The union had "sought commitments from both Trump and Harris," specifically about their union campaigns, core industries and right to strike, but was "unable to secure those pledges," he added.
Lauren Hitt, a spokesperson for the Harris campaign, said in a statement: "The Vice President's strong union record is why Teamsters locals across the country have already endorsed her -- alongside the overwhelming majority of organized labor."
Hitt also referenced a recent comment that Republican nominee Donald Trump made about firing striking workers in a conversation with Elon Musk, adding that Harris "will look out for the Teamsters rank-and-file no matter what -- because they always have been and always will be the people she fights for."
Karoline Leavitt, a Trump campaign spokesperson, said in a statement acknowledging the non-endorsement from union leadership that "hardworking members of the Teamsters have been loud and clear -- they want President Trump back in the White House." Leavitt added that Trump would "strongly stand up for them when he's back in the White House."
The powerful transportation workers union, with its 1.3 million members, has forged inroads with the GOP. O'Brien addressed the Republican National Convention in July, becoming the first labor leader to do so and sending shock waves through Democratic circles.
The Teamsters have a strong presence in battleground states and could play an outsize role in the election.
The non-endorsement underscores a major division within the Teamsters, as well as other American unions with diverse membership. The results of two surveys of Teamsters membership released Wednesday by the Teamsters showed rank-and-file members strongly favoring a Trump endorsement over Harris -- although other union leaders questioned its methodology. Meanwhile, several powerful Teamsters local chapters, as well as its Teamsters National Black Caucus, have broken with leadership to urge members to vote for Harris.
"This election is likely to come down to a handful of votes in the 'blue wall' states," said Steve Rosenthal, a Democratic political strategist in the labor movement for decades. "The Teamsters have a significant number of members in each of those states. ... Their endorsement coupled with a program aimed at mobilizing their members could be a deciding factor."
No endorsement "likely means the difference between their members voting 50 percent for Harris vs. close to 60 percent," he said, adding that "in a close race, that could be significant."
Among the Teamsters' board members, 14 voted to endorse neither, while three voted to endorse Harris. None voted for Trump.
Yet the absence of an endorsement is unlikely to have a noticeable impact on Harris's campaign financing given the substantial amount of donations her operation has received, Democratic strategists say. The Harris campaign is flush with cash, raising $615 million in the first six weeks after she joined the race. The Teamsters have donated more than $800,000 so far this election cycle, with more than 92 percent going to Democratic PACs, according to OpenSecrets, a nonprofit that tracks campaign finance.
In this election cycle, many unions endorsed President Joe Biden much earlier than is typical, reflecting his administration's efforts to champion labor. When Biden dropped out of the race in July, those unions swiftly rallied behind Harris, citing her role in the administration's accomplishments for labor.
The Teamsters union typically waits to endorse until after both political conventions have taken place, and this year, O'Brien said the union would not stray from that tradition.
That decision has sparked an internal rift within the union.
"We've made a huge mistake," John Palmer, a Teamsters executive board member and vice president at large who has been openly critical of the union's burgeoning relationship with Trump, said this week. "We've lost out on an opportunity to try to get our members to understand why they shouldn't be voting for [Trump]."
After Monday's meeting with Harris, O'Brien praised "her willingness to meet with rank-and-file Teamsters face-to-face," and said the union was weighing its endorsement.
The Teamsters have endorsed the Democratic ticket in every presidential election since 1996, when they did not endorse a candidate. The union had closer ties to the GOP decades ago, endorsing Richard M. Nixon, Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush.
Teamsters leadership had taken a different approach to this presidential election, meeting with several candidates, including Biden, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., and academic and activist Cornel West. O'Brien met privately with Trump at his Mar-a-Lago estate in January and held a roundtable with the former president at the union's headquarters. The union also donated $45,000 to both the Democratic National Convention and Republican National Convention, the latter marking the first major contribution to the GOP in years.
The budding relationship between the Teamsters and the GOP drew an uproar from progressive Teamsters, highlighting political divisions within the union's membership, as well as Democrats in Washington. But O'Brien had explained the union's strategy as an effort to carefully assess its options, saying that his members' votes "will not be taken for granted."
The indignation culminated with O'Brien's prime-time address at the GOP convention, where he both praised Trump days after an assassination attempt -- calling him "one tough SOB" -- and railed against corporate greed, pledging to work with anyone who would support union priorities. Critics of O'Brien said his address gave conservative members tacit approval to vote for Trump. Supporters say O'Brien's efforts could move the GOP, which has been flirting with right-wing populist ideas, to the left on labor issues.
O'Brien had also requested to speak at the Democratic convention but did not receive an invitation, according to the union. Democrats invited rank-and-file Teamsters whose pensions were saved by the Biden-Harris administration to speak on the convention stage.
Since then, three Teamsters regional councils, representing hundreds of thousands of members, as well as six union locals, have gone ahead and endorsed Harris anyway, urging their members to vote for her. Separately, a new progressive organization, Teamsters Against Trump, pledged Wednesday to canvass tens of thousands of Teamsters members in swing states to vote for Harris.
Local Teamsters union leaders have also sent scathing letters to O'Brien, demanding a Harris endorsement: "I am completely disappointed and appalled at your decision to court one of the most anti-union, anti-worker politicians in history, Donald Trump," Josh Zivalich, president of Teamsters Local 769 in Miami, wrote to O'Brien on Aug. 14.
Some labor experts say O'Brien has adopted a more bipartisan approach under pressure to consider the membership's diverse political leanings. He won the union's top office in 2021 after running as a reform candidate who promised more member involvement in union decision-making. O'Brien is also aware that many rank-and-file Teamsters are Trump supporters, experts say.
The Biden-Harris administration is widely viewed by historians as one of the most pro-union in modern U.S. history. The administration appointed a pro-labor leader to the National Labor Relations Board and has enacted three major spending bills with pro-union provisions. Plus, in a major victory for the Teamsters, the White House secured a pension bailout that restored retirement accounts for about 600,000 union members.
Trump has called himself "pro-worker." And his selection of Sen. JD Vance as running mate reflects mounting pressure within the Republican Party to embrace populist right-wing politics intended to capture working-class votes. Still, as president, Trump supported a labor agenda that severely restricted union power, including installing NLRB appointees whose policies and rulings made it harder for workers to join unions.
The Teamsters released the results of an electronic poll of its members Wednesday, which showed 59.6 percent supporting a Trump endorsement compared with 34 percent supporting a Harris endorsement.
The Teamsters also conducted a separate poll of Teamsters members, by phone, which they reported also gave Trump a similar lead.
Both polls were conducted by a third-party union polling service, according to the Teamsters, which did not provide information on the polling size or methodology -- prompting other labor leaders to criticize it as "not factual."
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Harris urges Latino leaders to help mobilize key voting bloc
In addressing Hispanic lawmakers, Harris called for border security as well as a path to citizenship
By Sabrina Rodriguez | 2024-09-18

Vice President Kamala Harris speaks at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute on Wednesday. (Jose Luis Magana/AP)


Vice President Kamala Harris on Wednesday called on Latino leaders from across the country to help her mobilize Hispanic voters as her campaign ramps up its efforts to court this key demographic, which plays a pivotal role in several swing states.
"I truly believe that America is ready to turn the page on the politics of division and hate. And to do it, our nation is counting on the leaders here. Your power. Your activism," Harris said, speaking before several hundred Latino leaders at the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute's annual leadership conference. "Each of us has a job to do."
Latinos were part of the coalition that helped elect President Joe Biden in 2020, but the president had been facing an erosion in support among these voters before he ended his reelection bid in late July. Latino leaders say that Harris's candidacy has provided a burst of energy in the Hispanic community, but that she still has work to do to offset the slipping support.
A recent New York Times/Siena poll found Harris leading Trump among Latinos by 14 points, as she garnered 55 percent of Hispanic likely voters to Trump's 41 percent. In 2020, exit polls showed Biden winning this group by 33 points, with 65 percent of Latinos backing him compared to 32 percent who voted for Trump.
Any erosion of support for Harris among Latinos -- who make up a sizable group in battleground states including Arizona, Nevada and Pennsylvania -- could make a difference in a close race against Donald Trump.
Harris's campaign has intensified its efforts to attract Latino voters in the final weeks before the Nov. 5 election, launching a Spanish-language ad blitz and planning several events with surrogates across the country. The campaign plans to devote $3 million to Spanish-language radio ads during Hispanic Heritage Month, which began Sunday and runs to Oct. 15.
On Saturday, Gov. Tim Walz will visit Allentown, Pa., a majority-Latino city, for a campaign rally. The campaign's "reproductive rights tour" also made a stop in Allentown on Tuesday with an appearance by Republican strategist Ana Navarro, who is supporting Harris.
Biden is hosting a reception at the White House on Wednesday to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month. He will also speak at the awards gala for CHCI -- the nonprofit arm of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus focused on developing Latino leadership -- on Thursday night.
When Biden was still at the top of the ticket, Harris was in the forefront of his efforts to court young and minority voters, traveling multiple times to Latino-heavy areas in Arizona, Nevada and Pennsylvania. Harris has often leaned into her background as a Californian and a daughter of immigrants when courting Latino voters. Harris's mother was an Indian immigrant, and her father came from Jamaica.
Some of the loudest cheers for Harris during her remarks at CHCI came when she spoke about immigration, an issue where she and Biden have been closely scrutinized by both liberals and conservatives. She argued that the United States can both secure the border and act humanely toward immigrants already here.
"We must also reform our broken immigration system and protect our dreamers. And understand, we can do both -- create an earned pathway to citizenship and ensure our border is secure," the vice president said. "We can do both, and we must do both." Dreamers refers to undocumented immigrants who were brought to the United States as children.
Harris slammed former president Donald Trump and his allies for their plans to carry out the largest domestic deportation operation in American history.
"While we fight to move our nation forward to a brighter future, Donald Trump and his extremist allies will keep trying to pull us backward," she said. "Imagine what that would look like and what that would be. How's that going to happen? Massive raids, massive detention camps. What are they talking about?"
But immigration has proved a difficult political issue for Democrats, as Trump and other Republican candidates have accused Biden and Harris of allowing the border to become chaotic and porous. Most recently, they have falsely asserted that Haitian immigrants are stealing and eating their neighbors' cats, even after the account was forcefully denied by local officials.
Biden, and now Harris, have responded to the criticism by noting that they embraced a bipartisan border bill earlier this year, only to have the bill go down to defeat after Trump urged Republicans to oppose it. The measure, which included sweeping changes to the nation's asylum system and a mechanism to effectively shut down the border if crossings got too high, had been slammed by immigrant rights groups and endorsed by the Border Patrol union.
After Wednesday's event, Maria Cardona, a Democratic strategist, said Harris's two-pronged approach -- a secure border and a pathway to citizenship -- would be applauded by Latino voters. "It resonated really, really well," Cardona said.
Harris, in her campaign events, has largely focused on border security in an effort to rebut Republican claims that she favors an open border and bears responsibility for the uptick in border crossings in recent years. In citing the need to protect dreamers, she was in a sense balancing her message, Cardona said.
"She is now going for the jugular in not just talking about border security, but going further and talking about what most Americans want and see as the real solution -- Latinos as well as swing voters -- which is the common-sense approach that does both," Cardona said.
Harris also spoke at length about reproductive rights Wednesday, drawing applause when she vowed to sign into law a bill restoring the protections offered by Roe v. Wade, the landmark abortion rights case overturned by the Supreme Court in 2022. She noted that about 40 percent of Latinas live in a state with an abortion ban.
Harris, who served in the Senate for four years before becoming vice president, also leaned into her familiarity with many in the crowd, saying she was in a "room of long-standing friends." She gave a shout-out to Rep. Nanette Barragan (D-Calif.), chair of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, and Rep. Adriano Espaillat (D-N.Y.), chair of CHCI.
"To everyone, happy Hispanic Heritage Month," she said, "which in my book is every month."
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GOP senator insults Arab American advocate at hearing on hate crimes
Sen. John Neely Kennedy used a hearing about hate crimes to accuse Arab American Institute Executive Director Maya Berry of supporting terrorists.
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-09-19

Arab American Institute Executive Director Maya Berry responds to questions from Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-La.) on Tuesday during a Judiciary Committee hearing about hate crimes. (U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee)


A Senate Republican badgered an Arab American activist Tuesday during a congressional hearing about hate crimes with questions about whether she supported terrorist organizations, finally telling her that she should "hide your head in a bag."
Sen. John Neely Kennedy of Louisiana questioned Arab American Institute Executive Director Maya Berry during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing, asking her whether she supported Hamas, Hezbollah or Iran as she repeatedly told him no. Berry tried to explain how assuming that an Arab American would support a foreign terrorist organization or state was an example of the kind of thinking that leads to hate crimes but was repeatedly cut off by Kennedy.
"I didn't expect a direct racist attack," Berry told The Washington Post on Wednesday.
Kennedy's office did not immediately respond Wednesday to requests for comment from The Post.
Kennedy questioned Berry as part of a hearing titled "A Threat to Justice Everywhere: Stemming the Tide of Hate Crimes in America." The other witnesses who testified were Mark Goldfeder, director of the National Jewish Advocacy Center, and Kenneth Stern, director of the Bard Center for the Study of Hate.
The hearing came nearly a year after the Oct. 7 Hamas attack, which killed about 1,200 people and sparked an ongoing Israeli military campaign that has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians.
Hate crimes against Arabs and Jews have spiked in the United States. Berry, who co-chairs the Leadership Conference of Civil and Human Rights hate crimes task force, told lawmakers that while hate crimes ticked up 7 percent between 2022 and last year, those against Arabs and Jews spiked by 73 percent and 58 percent, respectively.
Perhaps anticipating questions like Kennedy's, Berry encouraged senators, despite their concerns about the Oct. 7 attacks, to focus on "the increase in hate crimes our country has experienced for nearly the last decade and the need for a whole-of-society approach that can effectively stem the tide of all hate targeting all communities."
"By focusing on hate crime statistics, the federal government's role in hate crime enforcement, and recommendations for policy remedies, I hope my testimony can help inform our collective response to combat all forms of hate," she said.
Kennedy did not take her up on her suggestion. Instead, one of his first questions to her was "You support Hamas, do you not?" causing murmurs in the audience.
"Senator, oddly enough, I'm going to say thank you for that question, because it demonstrates the purpose of our hearing today in a very effective way," Berry replied.
  "Let's start with a yes or no," Kennedy said.
"Hamas is a foreign terrorist organization that I do not support, but you asking the executive director of the Arab American Institute that question very much puts the focus on the issue of hate in our country," she said to applause from the audience.

Sen. John Neely Kennedy (R-La.) on Sept. 17 antagonized Maya Berry, the executive director of the Arab American Institute, during a hearing on hate crimes.


Kennedy then asked if she supported Hezbollah, an Iranian-backed militia based in Lebanon that the United States has classified as a terrorist organization. Berry told him that she found his questions "extraordinarily disappointing."
"I don't support violence, whether it's Hezbollah, Hamas or any other entity that invokes it, so, no sir," Berry said.
"You can't bring yourself to say no, can you?" Kennedy replied with a smile. "You just can't bring yourself to do it."
Kennedy then asked her if she supported Iran and "their hatred of Jews?" Berry said no.
Kennedy asked Berry about her criticizing the United States for cutting off funding to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, which provides aid to Palestinian refugees. The United States did so because Israel in January alleged that a dozen of the agency's 13,000 employees in Gaza participated in the Oct. 7 attacks. In April, an independent review found that Israel had not provided evidence that a significant number of UNRWA's workers were tied to militant groups, while the leader of the review group called the agency "indispensable and irreplaceable."
Kennedy wrapped up his questioning by returning to where he started.
"Let me ask you one more time, you support Hamas, don't you? You support UNRWA and Hamas, don't you?"
"I think it's exceptionally disappointing that you're looking at an Arab American witness before you and saying you support Hamas," Berry said. "I do not support Hamas."
"You know what's disappointing to me? You can't bring yourself to say don't support UNRWA, you don't support Hamas, you don't support Hezbollah and you don't support Iran," Kennedy said, incorrectly. "You should hide your head in a bag."
The crowd gasped.
Judiciary Committee Chair Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) gave Berry an opportunity to respond to Kennedy's comments. Asked if she wanted to say anything, Berry said that it was "regrettable that I, as I sit here, have experienced the very issue that we're attempting to deal with today."
"The introduction of foreign policy is not how we keep Arab Americans or Jewish Americans or Muslim Americans or Black people or Asian Americans -- anybody safe," she added. "This has been regrettably a real disappointment but very much an indication of the danger to our democratic institutions that we're in now."
On Wednesday, Berry told The Post that the hearing was about the increase in hate crimes in recent years, not just against Arabs and Jews and not just since the Oct. 7 attacks. She said she tried to stay focused on that because it's important for lawmakers who have oversight power over the Justice Department to know what's going on, all the more so because of debunked rumors of immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, eating pets and threats of violence that followed.
"We're in the middle of seeing that right now unfold with Haitian American communities," Berry said.
Instead, the hearing became mired in discussing foreign policy, she said, adding that Kennedy and other lawmakers hijacked the conversation from talking about hate crimes but also used the same kind of racist rhetoric that leads to hate crimes.
"I am genuinely worried about our democratic institutions," she said.
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How Biden and Trump compare on Trump's favorite metric: Stock prices
The Dow Jones industrial average hit a new high this week. Donald Trump probably won't say that's a function of Joe Biden.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-18

A board displays stock prices at the New York Stock Exchange on Wednesday. (Stephanie Keith/Getty Images)


At the beginning of August, two of the most important indexes of American stocks -- the Dow Jones Industrial Average and the S&P 500 -- took a sharp downward turn. On Aug. 5, the Dow closed down more than 2.6 percent; the S&P was down nearly 3 percent.
Donald Trump and his allies jumped on the news. Stock prices have always been one of Trump's favorite proxies for political performance; when the indexes rose during his presidency, he or his staff often hyped the increases as a reflection of his excellent administration. With similar alacrity, he used the decline as an opportunity to disparage President Joe Biden's administration -- or, really, to attack Vice President Kamala Harris. This was the "Kamala krash," his supporters crowed, pinning the drop to Trump's then-newly minted opponent in the upcoming presidential election.
The "krash" was more of a "hikcup," as it turned out. Three weeks later, the Dow hit a record high. It has added four more since, including one this week. The Kamala klimb, if you will.
In part because Trump isn't actively talking about the stock markets all the time (as he did until the indexes started to drop in the second year of his presidency), the markets aren't used as measures of Biden's administration in the way that they were under Trump. If we do, Trump's frequent insistence that he's an exceptional steward of the economy becomes a bit less potent.
On all but 13 days of Biden's presidency, the Dow and S&P have been higher than the highest point seen under Trump. This is how the indexes generally work: Over time, they usually go up. At this point in Trump's administration, the Dow had climbed almost 8,100 points and the S&P was up nearly 1,100. Since Biden took office, the Dow is up more than 10,400 points; the S&P is up just under 1,800.




But because the value of each index has climbed, the Biden increases are a smaller percentage of the total market values than were the increases under Trump. The Dow had risen 41 percent by this point of Trump's presidency, and the S&P was up about 48 percent. Under Biden, the Dow has risen 33 percent; the S&P, 46 percent.




One thing that stands out quite obviously on the charts above is the damage the markets took at the outset of the coronavirus pandemic. It's a wild card that Trump invokes often. Would prices have been higher had the pandemic never occurred? Did the markets simply rebound to where they would have been anyway? It's impossible to know. Consider the pandemic a standing asterisk on any comparison between the presidents on this metric.
Oh, and add an asterisk that represents the fact that presidents have little influence over stock prices in the first place, if any. That should cover all the important bases here.
Anyway, another one of the metrics that Trump liked to celebrate was the number of record highs the indexes had achieved. Both presidents saw a number of record highs during their first years in office. There were more during Trump's third year in office than in Biden's; there were more during Biden's fourth year than Trump's (apply the pandemic asterisk here).




Cumulatively, there were more record highs in both indexes while Trump was president.




But, of course, this is a weird metric. Would investors rather have 30 straight days of the indexes rising one point to set new records or one day in which the market jumped 100 points? It's safe to assume they'd rather have the latter.
To this point in each presidency, there have been more single-day gains of at least 1 percent during Biden's administration than there were under Trump. Here, the onset of the pandemic helped Trump; as the economy rebounded, increases in the indexes were consistently bigger.




There's one more point of comparison worth making: sudden, steep drops in index prices. Here, we can use the "Kamala krash" as our point of reference. How often did the indexes drop to the same extent as they did in early August under each president?
It happened more under Trump.




Lots of Trump tumbles and Donald downturns. He doesn't mention them much.
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Suspicious mail sent to election officials in multiple states
The FBI and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service are investigating after officials in at least 17 states were sent the pieces of mail.
By Maegan Vazquez, Amy Gardner | 2024-09-18

A postal worker sifts though mail from a mailbox in Homestead, Pa., on Nov. 1, 2020. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


Federal authorities are investigating several suspicious pieces of mail sent to election officials in at least 17 states, some of which contained a questionable substance and led to building evacuations this week.
Election offices in Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, Tennessee, Wyoming, Oklahoma, Missouri, Mississippi, Massachusetts, Indiana, Rhode Island, Maryland, Colorado, Connecticut, Kentucky, Ohio and New York have confirmed receiving suspicious mail.
An image of one of the suspicious pieces of mail, shared with The Washington Post by an election official in a battleground state, showed that the sender was listed as the "United States Traitor Elimination Army" and it had a return address originating in Maryland. The piece of mail, a large yellow envelope, was addressed to the Nebraska Elections Division.
The FBI and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service said in a joint statement Tuesday that they are investigating what they referred to as "a series of suspicious mailings sent to election officials in several states."
"Some of the letters contained an unknown substance and we are working closely with our law enforcement partners to respond to each incident and safely collect the letters," the statement said. "We are also working with our partners to determine how many letters were sent, the individual or individuals responsible for the letters, and the motive behind the letters."
No state, so far, has reported that anyone has been harmed as a result of the suspicious mail, and no state has indicated that the suspicious mail has come back testing positive for a hazardous substance.
The incidents are the latest disruption to election officials' operations during an already contentious election season. Election Day is a little less than two months away, but early voting has begun in some states.
Election offices around the country have sought to bolster their security in light of what they see as an increase in threats stemming from false election-related claims made since the 2020 election. These efforts have included increasing advertising budgets to combat false claims, ramping up training for election workers and bolstering coordination with law enforcement to better respond to threats and harassment.
These types of threats have already led to evacuations and election-related interruptions over the past year. In November, suspicious letters mailed to election offices in at least five states forced evacuations and in some cases temporarily disrupted ballot counting. At least one letter contained fentanyl. And in January, several secretaries of state and state legislature officials received hoax email bomb threats, which led to the evacuation of government buildings, including state capitols, across the country.
Some states have been alerted to brace for similar suspicious mail to come soon to their offices.
An election official from a battleground state said Tuesday that they had not received a suspicious envelope, but they have been alerted by federal law enforcement that one is on its way. Federal law enforcement officials think the envelopes contain a flour-based mixture but are treating it as though it could be fentanyl, according to the election official, who said their office is preparing for the envelope's arrival by ordering Narcan -- an opioid overdose-reversal drug -- to have on hand.
The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss security matters.
After an initial wave of suspicious mail was reported by election officials on Monday, officials in at least 11 states confirmed that similar mailings were sent to their offices. In each case, either the suspicious mail was intercepted before it arrived at the intended election office address or law enforcement was involved in removing the mail from the premises.
Although the Maine Secretary of State's Office had initially said that a suspicious piece of mail addressed to Secretary of State Shenna Bellows (D) was intercepted by U.S. Postal Service workers on Tuesday, office spokesperson Emily Cook later said that no suspicious letter had been intercepted but the investigation was ongoing.
In Wyoming,  after a white substance arrived in the mail, the secretary of state's office immediately contacted law enforcement and the office was evacuated.
"We take this very seriously," Secretary of State Chuck Gray (R) said in a statement. "We will continue to work with law enforcement in monitoring this situation."
An envelope identified Monday morning as suspicious by the Nebraska Secretary of State Elections Division "was isolated in a separate area in our office in accordance with established protocol," according to a news release from Nebraska Secretary of State Robert Evnen (R). A substance in the envelope was identified and found to be nonhazardous.
A government building in Topeka, Kan., was evacuated Monday due to suspicious mail, the Kansas Secretary of State's Office confirmed.
Iowa Secretary of State Paul Pate (R) confirmed that his office received a suspicious package Monday and immediately reported the incident. Pate said first responders determined there was no threat to staff or the public.
Tennessee's Division of Elections "received a suspicious envelope containing a powder" Monday, according to Doug Kufner, communications director for Tennessee Secretary of State Tre Hargett (R). The substance tested negative for hazardous materials.
The Oklahoma State Election Board also received a suspicious envelope in the mail Monday which contained "a multi-page document and a white, powder substance," Misha Mohr, a public information officer for the board, said in a statement. The substance was later identified as flour.
The National Association of Secretaries of State, a nonpartisan organization, condemned the wave of suspicious mail targeting election officials.
"With less than 50 days until the November 5, 2024 general election, we are seeing a disturbing trend continue -- the second assassination attempt of a presidential candidate, and threatening and intimidating actions towards election officials. We are thankful our colleagues and their staff members are safe. We are also extremely grateful for the work of law enforcement in expertly handling these incidents," the organization said in a statement. "This must stop, period. Our democracy has no place for political violence, threats or intimidation of any kind."
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The Trump campaign can't quit 'childless cat ladies'
Vance said it first, but Sarah Huckabee Sanders went there again on Harris's lack of biological children. A liability with female voters and blended families?
By Aaron Blake | 2024-09-18

Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders (R) on Sept. 17 said Vice President Kamala Harris's lack of biological children prevents her from staying humble.


From virtually the moment Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) was selected as Donald Trump's running mate two months ago, their campaign has been doing cleanup work on his past comments deriding women who don't have children -- women he at one point labeled "childless cat ladies."
Vance has claimed these repeated comments were "sarcastic" and jokes, and he has said they've been "willfully misinterpreted" by Democrats.
But there's no misinterpreting what happened Tuesday night: The Trump campaign has now doubled down on spotlighting Vice President Kamala Harris's lack of biological children.
Appearing onstage with Trump at a campaign town hall in Flint, Mich., Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders (R) said, "Not only do my kids serve as a permanent reminder of what's important, they also keep me humble."
She soon added: "So my kids keep me humble. Unfortunately, Kamala Harris doesn't have anything to keep her humble."
Sanders followed this up by suggesting Harris should have been humbled more than she is by the Biden administration's failures. "You would think after four years of straight failure, she would know a little humility," she said.
The Trump campaign and Sanders's office seem to be playing this off as about that record rather than Harris's family situation. "There is nothing humble about Kamala Harris because she is openly hellbent on destroying America by continuing her disastrous policies that have hurt people all across the country," Trump spokesman Steven Cheung said Wednesday when asked about how Sanders's comments compared to Vance's.
Sanders spokesman Sam Dubke said Sanders was talking about Harris "claiming she alone can solve America's problems" despite the Biden administration's record. "That's the lack of humility Governor Sanders was referencing," Dubke said.
But the rapid juxtaposition of Sanders saying her kids bring her humility but that Harris -- who has stepchildren but no biological children -- "doesn't have anything to keep her humble" isn't terribly subtle.
And any efforts to downplay what Sanders just said were sharply undercut by what no less than a Trump campaign adviser said shortly after the event Tuesday night.
Appearing on CNN, Bryan Lanza spoke about what his own stepmother meant to him and called Sanders's comments "offensive."
"I don't know what more to say about that; I'm disappointed in Sarah [for] saying that," Lanza said. "I'm sure I'm going to get criticism from the campaign, but I have to sort of defend somebody who's a stepmom. It's a tough job. People step into that role. It's usually a difficult dynamic ... and we should reward that and sort of speak of that in a very high tone."
Harris has been a stepmother to second gentleman Doug Emhoff's two children since they were teenage (Ella Emhoff) and college-age (Cole Emhoff). The Democratic National Convention last month sought to spotlight how the family navigated the dynamics that many blended families face and how close Harris is to her stepchildren.
The question becomes why Sanders decided to go down this road.
The 2024 campaign at this point features a historic gender gap, with women rallying to Harris's side. And Vance has proved a remarkably unsympathetic and unpopular running mate, with many polls showing his unfavorable ratings outpacing his favorable ones by double digits.
How much Vance's past comments about childless women have played a role in all that -- versus, say, Democrats nominating a woman and Vance's other deficits as a politician -- is a valid question.
But there are lots of voters out there whom these kinds of comments could alienate. That's not just the 22 million women between 20 and 39 who don't have children, but also the many stepparents and stepchildren like Lanza. A 2015 Pew Research Center study found that 16 percent of children live in blended families. The logical extension of Vance's and now Sanders's comments is that these people have less to offer the country and a lack of perspective and humility.
And it's not as if people like childless cat ladies are voters Republicans can just write off; an Ipsos study released last week showed they are only slightly less Republican than voters overall.
It's also logical to ask -- as it is with the Trump campaign's promotion of baseless rumors about Haitian migrants -- whether there's some secret, sly strategy at play. Maybe these kinds of comments turn off some voters but seed doubts about Harris's candidacy for others. There are certainly questions about how prepared the country is to elect a female president, and this kind of talk could feed into gender stereotypes that, while ugly, could damage Harris. Perhaps the Trump campaign sees Sanders as a better messenger for this attack than Vance, given she's a woman.
But if they thought this was a winning issue, it's unlikely they would have spent so much time trying to pretend Vance hadn't said what he said; they instead would have just owned it. And now, thanks to Sanders, they'll have an even harder time disowning it.
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For Kamala Harris, winning the debate was the easy part
Polling shows that Harris impressed people with her debate performance -- but the improvement was largely on non-policy perceptions.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-18

Former President Donald Trump, reflected on a wall, and Vice President Kamala Harris participate in the presidential debate in Philadelphia on Sept. 10. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


It is not the case, as Donald Trump suggested on social media on Tuesday, that "[f]inally everyone is agreeing that I won the Debate with Kamala" -- that is, Vice President Kamala Harris.
Or maybe it isn't; perhaps he held a separate private debate with someone else named Kamala. But no objective observer thinks he won his debate against the vice president. Polling since last week's encounter has reinforced that -- excluding the opt-in social media surveys that Trump eagerly shared in the aftermath of his defeat.
Data released by the polling firm YouGov on Tuesday drills down into the ways in which Trump came up on the short end of the stick. It wasn't just that viewers believed that Harris had handled the encounter more adeptly. It's that, on a range of measures, Trump is viewed worse now than he was before the debate.
Going into the debate, for example, an equal number of Americans told YouGov that they thought Trump was a better debater as told the pollster that they thought Harris was. After the debate? Harris was given a 15-point advantage.




That was a dramatic example, but not the only one. Harris was also seen as less likely to dodge a question or stumble over her words. Most Americans now say she is better at staying calm under pressure; only about a quarter of Americans say that Trump is.
Many of these questions, of course, don't tell us much about how either candidate would fare as president (with the possible exception of the under-pressure one). Presidential debates are ostensibly occasions on which Americans can evaluate and contrast the positions of the candidates but, particularly in the Trump era of politics, they end up being mostly about how the candidates are perceived.
YouGov also presented new data looking at those perceptions. Views of the candidates after the debate were compared with perceptions Americans had at the beginning of August. Harris now has an advantage on every metric except "strong leader." Trump had a wide advantage on charisma a few weeks ago; that is now gone.




This is linked to Harris's improvement in measures of candidate favorability, certainly. Voters saw Harris as vice president to an unpopular president. Now they are considering her as a candidate running against Trump and it is beneficial to her campaign.
Since the debate, YouGov has conducted several polls measuring support in the presidential contest. The polls showed Trump with small leads over President Joe Biden in the weeks before he dropped out of the race. After Harris became the nominee, the small advantages were hers. After the debate, YouGov shows those leads widening -- modestly.




This is probably in part because the debate didn't significantly improve how Americans view her as a steward of various issues. Winning a debate is one thing. Winning over voters who are voting primarily on, say, immigration is another entirely.
Compared to the August poll, perceptions of the candidates on key issues haven't changed much at all.




Harris bested Trump in presentation during the debate, knocking the former president back on his heels and conveying a better handle of the moment. This isn't really surprising; Trump's past general-election debates were almost uniformly mediocre and Harris's background is as a prosecutor. But while Americans have grown increasingly positive in their estimations of Harris, the debate does not appear to have been a knockout punch politically. 
Unless you're Trump and you're interested in presenting it as a knockout punch you delivered. In which case, feel free. It's not true, but whatever makes you feel better.
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Biden's arms transfers to Israel under internal investigation
The Pentagon and State Department inspectors general will soon disclose the findings of investigations scrutinizing U.S. weapons transfers to Israel.
By John Hudson | 2024-09-19

Palestinians inspect the ruins of a mosque destroyed in an Israeli airstrike in Rafah in southern Gaza in February. (Loay Ayyoub for The Washington Post)


Government watchdogs with jurisdiction over the State Department and Pentagon are preparing to publish the results of multiple investigations scrutinizing the Biden administration's provision of U.S. weapons to Israel for its military campaign in Gaza, and "several" related inquiries are either underway or planned, their offices told The Washington Post.
The forthcoming inspector general reports, which are not yet public, follow complaints from within the U.S. government that the export of billions of dollars in arms to Israel has violated laws prohibiting the transfer of American military assistance to governments that have committed gross human rights violations or blocked the movement of humanitarian assistance.
The Biden administration has acknowledged the likelihood that Israel has used U.S. weapons in Gaza in violation of international law, but says continued arms transfers are justified for the defense of the country. Israel maintains that Palestinian casualties are the fault of Hamas, which operates near civilian areas in the densely populated enclave and denies restricting aid access.
The inspector general inquiries represent one of the last internal checks on an administration intent on surging weaponry to Israel despite criticisms of the country's military tactics and the enormous civilian death toll in Gaza. The investigations come as some of Washington's closest allies, including Britain, Canada, Japan, the Netherlands, Spain and Belgium, have restricted military equipment transfers to Israel because of legal and political concerns that the weapons could be used to commit war crimes.
Neither the White House nor the Israeli Embassy in Washington provided comment.
After Hamas's cross-border attack that killed about  1,200 people in Israel on Oct. 7, Israel responded with a military campaign that has killed more than 40,000 Palestinians, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. The vast majority of Israel's arsenal comes from the United States.
The State Department's Office of the Inspector General "will soon be publishing the results of an inspection of the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs, which provides policy and program oversight of security assistance and military sales to Israel," said Mark Huffman, a spokesman for the office.
Meanwhile, "several other projects related to U.S. security assistance for Israel are pending public announcement" by the Defense Department's inspector general, said the office's spokeswoman, Mollie F. Halpern. The Pentagon watchdog also is planning to publish the results of a probe of President Joe Biden's floating pier, a defunct method of delivering aid to Gaza that cost hundreds of millions of dollars before being rendered inoperable by rough seas. The inspector general for the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) recently published its own report on the pier, saying experts had warned in advance that choppy waters could pose challenges and that the project itself would detract from diplomatic efforts to secure more reliable land routes for aid.
The inspectors general offices disclosed to The Post their plans to publish these reports while also acknowledging receipt of a letter from dozens of federal employees spanning more than 30 agencies who accused the watchdogs of failing to conduct proper oversight of Washington's arms policy.
The employee coalition, Feds United for Peace, said it was aware that the inspectors general had received information from government whistleblowers indicating U.S. officials "are knowingly violating domestic and international law, as well as Administration policies and procedures, in order to continue providing U.S. weapons to Israel for its war on Gaza," according to a copy of the undated letter obtained by The Post.
"Yet we have seen no action to date from the Inspectors General," the letter states. "This stands in stark contrast to the robust efforts to review and assess U.S. support to Ukraine."
Spokespersons for the inspectors general overseeing the Pentagon, State Department and USAID all defended their offices' oversight efforts.
The State Department's watchdog said it was reviewing vetting practices related to the Leahy Laws, legislation that prohibits the U.S. government from providing military assistance to individuals or security force units that commit gross violations of human rights with impunity. It also said there are plans to audit the department's sanctions policies in Israel, the West Bank and Gaza; its "strategic response" to threats posed by Iranian-backed groups; and humanitarian assistance to the West Bank and Gaza, including the safeguards in place to prevent U.S. assistance from "benefiting terrorist groups."
The Pentagon inspector general's office also said it has "several ongoing and planned projects related to Israel and Gaza." Parts of the investigations could be redacted depending on classification levels, and some of those reports are expected to come out later than the State Department's.
Internal critics of the government's watchdogs are skeptical that the upcoming reports will hold the Biden administration to account on the most sensitive issues related to U.S. policy toward Israel. One official who co-wrote the Feds United for Peace letter expressed disappointment that none of the inspectors general committed to examining "whether leadership circumvented laws and intentionally ignored evidence, or worse, manipulated evidence, in order to facilitate what amounts to illegal arms transfers." This official spoke on the condition of anonymity because she was not authorized to talk to the media.
Harrison Mann, a former U.S. Army officer who resigned in May in opposition to U.S. policy in Gaza and works with Feds United for Peace, said credible oversight was more important than ever.
"Principals at the State Department, DOD, and Intel Community appear to have deliberately turned a blind eye to a clear pattern of violations of international humanitarian law and the laws of armed conflict, and avoided investigating countless credible allegations," he said.
State Department spokesman Matthew Miller rejected any notion that Secretary of State Antony Blinken has misled the public about Israel's actions.
"We welcome differing perspectives from our workforce on the policies the United States pursues, but this claim about the actions of senior officials couldn't be further from the truth," he said. "We regularly brief Congress with accurate, timely information, and we work tirelessly to ensure the actions we take both comply with the law and advance the national security interests of the United States."
Pentagon spokeswoman Sabrina Singh said Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin believes Israel has the right to defend itself against Hamas but he has been "very clear" to his Israeli counterpart "on the importance of civilian safety and security, as well as the need to allow civilians in Gaza unfettered access to humanitarian aid and medical services."
The United States has delivered more than 50,000 tons of missiles, bombs, artillery and other military equipment to Israel since Oct. 7, Israel's Defense Ministry said last month. In late June, U.S. officials told The Post that Washington had transferred at least 14,000 of the highly devastating MK-84 2,000-pound bombs and 6,500 500-pound bombs. A month earlier, Biden decided to pause one shipment of 2,000- and 500-pound bombs -- less than 1 percent of the weapons sent to Israel since the war began. The administration has since resumed shipment of 500-pound bombs.
In their letter, the coalition of federal workers called on the government watchdogs to evaluate whether U.S. arms transfers to Israel violate existing laws and regulations, such as the Foreign Assistance Act.
That law says "no assistance shall be furnished" to any country that directly or indirectly restricts U.S. humanitarian assistance, an action the United Nations and numerous independent aid groups have accused Israel of carrying out repeatedly over the course of the 11-month war in Gaza.
"The White House has made every excuse in the book for the behavior of the Israeli government when it comes to the obstruction of aid, and there is a degree of frustration that those decisions are being driven more by politics than by law," said Jeremy Konyndyk, a former senior Biden administration official and now president of Refugees International.
An inspector general has a formal role in the government and is better equipped than humanitarian groups or journalists to demand answers from U.S. officials, he said.
"The IG is asking from inside the tent and so they're going to have an easier time getting the straight, factual answers than anyone asking from outside," Konyndyk said.
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Vance says Ohio rumors come from locals. His 'proof' is from the internet.
The Ohio senator likes to suggest that he has private knowledge of the accuracy of his claims. What he presents, though, is stuff from the right-wing bubble.
By Philip Bump | 2024-09-18

Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) speaks at a campaign event in Eau Claire, Wis., on Tuesday. (Abbie Parr/AP)


Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) has been on the defensive for more than a week after repeating baseless claims that immigrants living in a small Ohio city were stealing and eating local animals. His efforts to pivot the story into one that's politically advantageous are clumsy, in part because the reality is so stark: Vance, someone attuned to the right's online conversations, was quick to amplify the anti-immigrant rumors circulating among supporters of Donald Trump. Threats against people and facilities in the city of Springfield followed.
One way in which the Republican vice-presidential nominee has consistently attempted to rationalize his claims is by leveraging his position as the state's junior senator.
"Why have I talked about some of the things that I have been talking about?" Vance said in response to a question posed on CNN on Sunday. "Let me just say this: My constituents have brought approximately a dozen separate concerns to me. Ten of them are verifiable and confirmable, and a couple of them I talk about because my constituents are telling me firsthand that they're seeing these things."
It should not escape notice that there is a difference between "verifiable" and "verified," between "confirmable" and "confirmed."
The implication is that he is privy to nonpublic information that informs his views. You can see how this is useful: He can claim that he knows more than his interlocutor. But there's no reason to think he does, in large part because the evidence he presents so often takes the form of unsubstantiated -- and later debunked -- rumors circulating on the internet.
Consider his initial social media post about the rumors centered on Springfield. It came the morning of Sept. 9, as the right-wing conversation was giddily promoting unsourced or misconstrued snippets aimed at suggesting that immigrants from Haiti were stealing pet cats and hunting local geese.
Vance noted that he'd raised the issue of housing in Springfield a few months earlier. Then, he wrote, "Reports now show that people have had their pets abducted and eaten by people who shouldn't be in this country."
There were no such "reports" beyond the claims circulating on the internet. One was a fourth-hand report on Facebook of a stolen cat that was no more than a rumor. Another focused on a photo of a random Black man in a different city. A third looped in a story about an American woman eating a cat in a different part of the state. But notice what Vance doesn't offer: evidence that he'd heard reports from actual constituents.
Never mind that those constituent reports would themselves be worth some skepticism. Rumors about immigrants stealing pets -- a long-standing racist and anti-immigrant trope -- were already circulating, leading to things like that Facebook post or comments presented at public meetings (clips of which also made the rounds). At the outset, though, Vance didn't point to constituent concerns at all. Just internet stuff.
As it turns out, his office soon knew better. The Wall Street Journal reported on Wednesday that a Vance staffer called Springfield's city manager to see if the rumors had any basis in fact. The manager said they didn't, as did the police that same day. Vance did not retract his claim.
On CNN, he pointed to other purported evidence in lieu of the "verifiable" information he'd gotten from constituents.
"I was told ... by the American media that it was baseless that migrants were capturing the geese from the local park pond and eating them," he said. "And yet there are 911 calls from well before this ever became a viral sensation of people complaining about that exact thing happening."
The county had denied days prior that there was evidence of this happening, as had the state Department of Natural Resources. The report Vance cited was elevated by a right-wing, pro-Trump site that was part of an effort to backfill Vance's (and later Trump's) claims of eaten animals with whatever evidence was available.
In another Sunday interview on NBC, Vance again insisted that his source was his constituents.
"I'm not repeating them because I invented them out of thin air," he said. "I'm repeating them because my constituents are saying these things are happening, which is --"
NBC's Kristen Welker interjected to note that there was no evidence to support his claims.
"Yesterday," Vance continued, "a video came out of a migrant 30 miles away eating a cat. Clearly, these rumors are out there because constituents are seeing it with their own eyes and some of them are talking about it."
Well, no. That rumor was out there because right-wing activist Christopher Rufo offered a bounty for evidence that Vance's and Trump's claims were true, yielding a shaky video of something being cooked on a grill in the city of Dayton. City officials once again denied the suggestions being made by Rufo and Vance.
The Wall Street Journal's report on the rumors in Springfield also included consideration of another bit of evidence presented by Vance.
"A Vance spokesperson on Tuesday provided The Wall Street Journal with a police report in which a resident had claimed her pet might have been taken by Haitian neighbors," the report from Kris Maher, Valerie Bauerlein and Tawnell D. Hobbs read. "But when a reporter went to Anna Kilgore's house Tuesday evening, she said her cat Miss Sassy, which went missing in late August, had actually returned a few days later -- found safe in her own basement."
Kilgore told the reporters that she'd apologized to her neighbors for the allegation.
Early Tuesday afternoon, just such a police report had been promoted by a social media account run by the Heritage Foundation, the group that put together the compendium of policy recommendations titled "Project 2025." Dated in late August -- after rumors about pet-eating had begun to swirl in the community -- the details comport with Kilgore's complaint. The Heritage post, at least, noted that the allegations in the police report were unverified.
The pattern is consistent: Vance insists that his public concerns are driven by what he hears from constituents, but the evidence that the concerns are valid relies on misinformation or unverified reports circulating within the right-wing conversational bubble.
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Ukraine has been a magnet for unstable characters like Ryan Routh
Routh tried to join the International Legion. We rejected him. He pivoted to "recruiter." 
By Malcolm Nance | 2024-09-19

Ryan Routh in Kyiv's Independence Square in June 2022. (Sergei Supinksy/AFP/Getty Images) 


Malcolm Nance, an author whose books include "The Plot to Destroy Democracy," is president of the Foundation for the International Legion.
Ryan Routh, the accused would-be assassin of Donald Trump, had no business being in Ukraine following Russia's 2022  invasion. Then again, a bizarre aspect of the war has been the inordinate number of tourists, profiteers and self-appointed saviors attracted to the conflict.
Having served in the U.S. military for 20 years, I know every war has its hangers-on and wannabes. But what I saw in Ukraine while fighting to defend that country in its International Legion of foreign volunteers was on another level. After Russia's 2022 invasion, the Ukrainian government was scrambling, making up its self-defense on the fly, and that provided plenty of openings for unstable characters like Routh to try to get involved, reinvent themselves or just make some money.
By the end of 2022, dozens of new nongovernmental organizations had set up shop in apartments all around Kyiv. You'd see the NGO folks in new pickup trucks and ambulances most likely purchased with donations drummed up online.
Some made worthwhile contributions to Ukraine's self-defense, but it was clear to me that many of these people should never have been let into the country. They were a new breed of wartime volunteers, living a pretty good life off PayPal or Venmo donations made by well-meaning people far from the conflict. Even if these volunteers had few, if any, qualifications, they'd turn up as rear-area medical rescue operators, military trainers, freelance war correspondents or, as with Routh, supposed recruiters of foreign fighters.
Routh, with no military experience, had attempted to join the International Legion but was turned down. That's when he pivoted to calling himself a military recruiter. Not for us -- as he would have known from his own experience, the legion has strict enrollment guidelines to insulate the unit from infiltration by Russian assets. Yet Routh was well known in Kyiv for approaching any foreigner he encountered and offering placement in a Ukrainian combat unit. I never encountered him directly but was aware of his presence.
Like Routh, many others came to Kyiv claiming influence and insider access. I'm thinking of a guy who claimed to be a CIA officer, recounting his "rescue" and "spy" missions, but whose main occupation was couch-surfing in the living rooms of good-hearted people from Kharkiv to Kyiv. Then there was the Canadian who turned up in Ukraine claiming to be a combat trauma trainer but turned out to be a heavy prescription drug user and was kicked out of the country.
Again, many foreign NGOs in Ukraine do good and necessary work, helping hospitals, providing ambulances, supporting drone purchases. But plenty of others simply don't have a role to play and either cannot or will not return home. Unlike the rough conditions of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, Ukraine -- even now -- is a functioning Western society, with inexpensive restaurants and comfortable cafes where volunteers can sit in comfort and pretend they're part of the fight to defend democracy and repel a vicious invader.
The members of the International Legion swore an oath to the Ukrainian government, passed the vetting and deployed to combat zones. We drew the same salary as the lowest Ukrainian soldier, and for the first six months of the war, that meant zero pay. (The legion has more than 1,000 fighters, in four battalions. I returned to the United States at the end of 2022 and head a foundation to support its work.)
Yes, we've had our share of people who tricked the vetting teams and were admitted. The legion has had to eject some bad apples, including an American wanted for a double homicide in Florida and an Australian financial fraudster. One young former U.S. Army soldier turned out to be mentally unstable and wasn't allowed near a weapon.
In each instance, the person was found out and removed quickly from service. What happened when they left? The accused murderer was extradited to the United States. Some went back home. Others remained in Ukraine, living the wartime expat life.
Despite his pose, Routh had no power to get volunteers into the Ukrainian army. But he clearly wanted to feel as if he were participating in the war in some way. And so he hung out near Kyiv tourist attractions, hawking his supposed access and contacts to young men who didn't know any better. He failed at that mission.
Routh eventually left Ukraine, but with his erratic dreams of glory apparently intact. His latest attempt at reinvention seems to have been as a presidential assassin. As the Secret Service announced, he failed at that, too.
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Do Republicans feel like Springfield is 'working' for them? I'm answering your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Submit your questions now.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-09-19
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The Tupperware party was good while it lasted
The iconic container brand could not keep pace with an evolving industry.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-09-19

Tupperware, once the king of food containers, has filed for bankruptcy. (iStock) 


My mother was a confirmed Luddite who approached the adoption of new kitchen technology in much the way you might approach the adoption of a baby shark. Suspicious of plastic, my mom kept our leftovers on foil-covered plates, rather than the brightly colored Tupperware I saw in every other home.
But the rest of her generation was wild for the stuff.
Introduced in 1946, Tupperware had by the 1970s become the ubiquitous furniture of a modern kitchen: So neat! So sanitary! So cool! Seemingly every mom kept juice in the same iconic cylindrical pitchers, poured it into the same Bell tumblers and spooned tuna onto sandwich bread from one of the classic pleated-lid Wonderlier bowls.
But time marches on, no matter how hard we drag our feet. Tupperware is no longer modern or cool, and soon it may be a relic. The company's annual sales have been falling for a decade, from $2.7 billion in 2013 to $1.2 billion in 2023. A new chief executive was brought in last year to attempt a turnaround, but it seems her efforts came too late: On Tuesday, Tupperware Brands filed for bankruptcy protection.
Every time a former innovator becomes a bankrupt also-ran, people start asking where things went wrong. Why did Kodak stay frozen in film instead of moving into the digital future? Why did Blockbuster cling to brick and mortar while Netflix borrowed its business and never returned it? And how did Tupperware let OXO and Rubbermaid and Ziploc and Snapware lock up the "stuff I keep my food in" business?
There are many answers to that last question. But before we answer them, we should acknowledge what a pioneering company Tupperware was, once upon a time.
Okay, maybe Tupperware wasn't quite as revolutionary for the home cook as the refrigerator or the stove was -- but most innovations aren't great leaps forward. They're small, incremental improvements that collectively add up to a much better life. We don't look around every day and think, "Gee, I'm glad I don't have to shell nuts by hand," or "Boy, it's sure nice to grind fresh pepper instead of using stale stuff from a can," or "Wow, standardized measures really take the guesswork out of cooking!"
But you know, maybe we should.
Tupperware is arguably the king of those big little inventions, or at least some kind of minor noble. My 1950 Betty Crocker's Picture Cook Book contains elaborate instructions for storing things covered in towels or wax paper, which was time-consuming, didn't work very well and left the contents vulnerable to crushing. Tupperware made it possible to pack your fridge and pantry with fresh, intact food. The containers were so good at this that the Tupperware brand became synonymous with its function, like Xerox or Kleenex.
The company also pioneered the Tupperware party. Those parties are almost a joke nowadays, in part because so many other companies copied the concept. But at the time, the idea was -- pardon the pun -- remarkably fresh. This kind of direct sales can be smart when you have a new product that needs explaining, and it leveraged a vast, untapped labor pool: America's housewives. The housewife brought with her a network of friends and neighbors who could be turned into customers -- and in exchange, the company gave her a job that could be fit in around breakfast and her kids' bandaged knees.
But like many pioneering companies, Tupperware got trapped by the very model it pioneered. As market conditions changed, the company didn't -- perhaps because it couldn't.
It turned out that my Luddite mother was ahead of her times, as affluent consumers started coming around to her wariness of plastic. (Hilariously, just as my mother finally relented and started using containers instead of foil.) Meanwhile, the market for plastic containers became crowded with competitors. As pantries and refrigerators got bigger, and women started spending less time in the kitchen, families gravitated toward clear containers so they didn't have to remember what was in them.
The movement of women from home to work also made "selling stuff to your friends" a less viable distribution model, especially as more consumers went online. Why make an effort to buy something from a person when you can click a button and send it back if you don't like it?
It's easy in hindsight to say Tupperware should have evolved with the times. And, yes, it should have updated its product lines earlier. But it's risky to do brand expansions when your product is as iconic as Tupperware. It's harder still to pivot from an affiliate distribution system, because if you start selling your products in stores, you risk backlash from a sales force that doesn't want to compete with Target and Walmart. It's hardest of all to convince a once-successful company that radical change is needed. After all, the things it's doing right now worked really well before, so obviously those things ought to be a recipe for success.
As with so much in life, the strategies that made Tupperware a success in the 20th century also made it hard for the company to adapt to the 21st. As I pass my 50th birthday, and stare old age in the face, I find myself sympathetic to the dilemma. Maybe at some point, the only thing we can do is raise our Bell tumblers and offer a wistful cheers to the good ol' days. They couldn't last forever, but darn if it wasn't a pretty good run.
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The U.S. military's true advantage against any adversary
It's the NCOs who set the U.S. military apart from the rest of the world.
By Garrett M. Graff | 2024-09-19

(Washington Post staff illustration; iStock) 


Go anywhere in the world and the officer corps of nearly every nation's military looks, at first glance, similar to our own -- elite, disciplined and well-educated.
But peer for a moment at another country's enlisted forces, U.S. military leaders say, and you will see by comparison the real source of America's strength. That's because the United States trains and empowers its mid- and lower-ranking forces, and particularly its noncommissioned officers, very differently from other countries. The United States invests unusual authority into its NCOs, the enlisted men and women who provide the day-to-day leadership of smaller units across the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Space Corps. "The NCO also remains our true source of competitive advantage against any adversary," said Michael Weimer, the sergeant major of the Army.
According to Weimer and seven other senior service NCOs I interviewed recently at the Pentagon, America's noncommissioned officers are a reminder that the top brass in almost any organization must push authority downward to be successful. The eight NCOs all put on their uniforms in the early 1980s or 1990s. Now, in terms of protocol, they stand alongside the chiefs of each of their services, informally outranking even three-star generals or admirals on Pentagon seating charts. Together, the eight have more than 260 years of military service. They've all studied leadership up close -- on battlefields, on deployments and in the halls of the Pentagon.
The key to success, they say, to an empowered workforce is to assign young recruits crucial tasks from the very start. "We place incredible responsibility on young people," explains Troy Black, the senior enlisted adviser to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs and a former sergeant major of the Marine Corps, "what we require them to do, the method we train them with, the requirements being placed upon them."
America's advantage in noncommissioned leadership is not a new development. Draftees and enlisted men were often able to outmaneuver and outfight far stronger opponents going back to World War II in part because our military empowered enlisted officers to think on their own. When given broad orders to, say, seize an objective, they were often left to decide for themselves how to best get the job done.
That isn't true everywhere. U.S. commanders have noted how Russia suffered in its full-scale invasion of Ukraine because of the opposite approach -- a top-down hierarchy that locates most of the decision-making high on the chain of command, far from the battlefield, often leading to confusion and chaos among the troops.
"The Russians have a system of command-and-control that very micro-controlled," then-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Gen. Mark A. Milley said in an interview last year. "They'll get attacked -- let's say the battalion commander gets killed or wounded -- the others will not know what to do at that point. They're paralyzed. They have no method of decision-making at that point because they've never practiced and trained it. They have no self-initiative."
Leadership that's local is often just better. And lately, technology has been working to empower the noncommissioned officers even more. The drone and satellite driven conflict in Ukraine has underscored the extent to which sensors will be feeding intelligence directly to small units on the front line, forcing NCOs to think and work even faster. "We empower people," says Weimer.
One historic dividing line between America's commissioned and noncommissioned officers has long been education -- noncommissioned personnel typically signed up right out of high school, sometimes with the goal of earning money for college with the GI Bill. Commissioned officers, meanwhile, usually joined after college. During a 30-year military career, commissioned officers typically go on to earn one or more advanced degrees that sharpen their strategic thinking and management skills.
Enlisted NCOs, meanwhile, were educated more informally, passing through specialty schools, training camps and military short courses to learn the ropes of their jobs while working with troopers.
But as the battlefield becomes more digital, the formal education distinction is blurring. Today, higher education is becoming more common among the ranks. Nearly 20 percent of the Space Force's enlisted personnel have a bachelor's degree or higher; in the Army, the proportion is about 1 in 10, according to the Pentagon's latest demographics profile. Overall, more than 100,000 of about 1 million enlisted active-duty personnel now have college degrees -- a percentage that has more than doubled since 2010. Heath Jones, the master chief petty officer of the Coast Guard, earned both a bachelor's and a master's in organizational management; the Air Force's chief master sergeant, David Flosi, has a bachelor's degree and a master's degree as well.
Fostering leadership in a massive organization such as the Army or the Navy holds useful lessons for civilian leaders: empower your workforce, encourage (and subsidize, when possible) education to help the team keep pace with innovation and technology -- and keep pushing authority down the chain of command.
"You can't have an officer make a decision at every single level," says Tony Whitehead, senior enlisted adviser for the National Guard. "You need to have people out there that have the experience and the confidence who can make those decisions so that the commanders can do things at the strategic level. There's a lot of trust and confidence -- once we teach someone what to do, we give them the authority to do it, and they execute it, and we see the results."
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Does having kids make us happier?
The latest episode of Impromptu tackles the fertility crisis.
By Heather Long, Shadi Hamid, Monica Hesse | 2024-09-19
Politicians and economists are ringing the alarm about declining fertility rates. But the decision to have children isn't black-and-white for many Americans. On the latest episode of "Impromptu," Post Opinions columnists Shadi Hamid and Heather Long talk to Style columnist Monica Hesse about what's really behind the baby bust, the pros and cons of having kids, and how the decision is about so much more than money.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Shadi Hamid: I would really like to have kids. I do want to get married sooner rather than later. As I've been getting older, I have been reflecting more on deeper questions -- and maybe having regrets that I didn't prioritize getting married and having a family earlier. Have I waited too long? What does that mean? And how does that implicate other parts of my life?
I think that for me, this is an intensely personal question. In going through the data and looking at this debate more closely, I'm in a sense talking to myself and trying to work out my own conflicted feelings about the choices that I made.
And I know that I'm not alone. A lot of my friends here in Washington, D.C., whether it's mid-30s to early 40s, are really contending with some of these same questions. It is really an ultimate question: What does it mean to live a good life?
Heather, now that we're talking about the personal -- you mentioned that you are a single parent by choice. Could you say a little bit more about what that means to you, what that means in terms of everyday life and how you made that decision?
Heather Long: Yeah, it's a really difficult decision to make. I think like a lot of people that you're pointing to, Shadi -- you sort of think you're going to find the right partner at some point, that it'll just happen. And maybe you didn't prioritize it enough or maybe it was just not your time. For me, I got to my late 30s and felt like it was now or never. I did a lot of thinking. And I really felt that for me, I would not feel like I had a fulfilled life if I didn't at least try to become a parent.
And so I looked a lot into adoption and into having a child on my own through IVF and using a sperm donor. And I ultimately did have a daughter on my own. She's 2 now, and wonderful.
But life does totally change. Monica hinted at this earlier: I think for women, whether they're partnered or single parents like me -- it's really hard on your career. It's really hard to balance -- particularly having a young child that just needs so much hands-on attention in those early months and years.
Monica Hesse: Not to turn this into a therapy session or an advice column, but I think that when you're struggling figuring out whether to move forward with it, the difficult thing is that the economics of it never make sense. Having a child is almost never a logical choice.
If you're making a pro and con list, on the con list is: It's expensive, it's exhausting, you'll lose your free time, you might lose your sense of self, you might lose your connection with your partner if you have one, your friendships might dwindle, the kid will scream at you, yell at you -- all of those things.
And on the pro side is ... there's a really beautiful color that you've never seen before and I can't describe it to you. And the only way you can see it is if you open this door and you just have to trust that this really pretty color is going to outweigh all of the bad things.
And what's difficult is that many of us can conceptualize what it feels like to have a lack of sleep. What it feels like to have a lack of money. What it feels like to not have enough time. We can conceptualize all of the downsides that come with parenthood. It's really hard to conceptualize the positive sides unless you go there. And so making the decision to go there I just think is really hard. It's not easy, and it's not always the right decision, either.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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For only the second time, a top science journal endorses for president
Scientific American endorsed Kamala Harris, arguing that Trump's attack on scientific fact is singularly dangerous.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-09-19

President Donald Trump references a forecast map for Hurricane Dorian in September 2019 at the White House. The map appears to have been altered by a black marker to extend the hurricane's range to include Alabama. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images) 


Democrats rightly point out that democracy is on the ballot in an election in which Republican nominee Donald Trump threatens to be a "dictator" for a day and claims he has the power to suspend the Constitution. This week, with a rare endorsement, for his rival Vice President Kamala Harris, the prestigious magazine Scientific American argued persuasively that reality and science are on the ballot, too.
"The U.S. faces two futures. In one, the new president offers the country better prospects, relying on science, solid evidence and the willingness to learn from experience," the endorsement begins. "In the other future, the new president endangers public health and safety and rejects evidence, preferring instead nonsensical conspiracy fantasies." This is the magazine's second endorsement in its 179-year history, following its endorsement of Joe Biden in 2020, which warned of the dangers of a Trump reelection.
The magazine reminds us that Harris recognizes the danger of climate change and supports "technology and clean energy" as well as "education, public health and reproductive rights. She treats the climate crisis as the emergency it is and seeks to mitigate its catastrophic storms, fires and droughts." Meanwhile, the editors say, Trump "ignores the climate crisis in favor of more pollution. He requires that federal officials show personal loyalty to him rather than upholding U.S. laws." Moreover, "He fills positions in federal science and other agencies with unqualified ideologues. He goads people into hate and division, and he inspires extremists at state and local levels to pass laws that disrupt education and make it harder to earn a living."
The endorsement article then methodically compares the candidates' records on health care, abortion, guns ("evidence is clear that easy access to guns in the U.S. has increased the risk of suicides, murder and firearm accidents"), environment and technology. The conclusion: "Only one is a vote for reality and integrity. We urge you to vote for Kamala Harris."
Put simply, regardless of your views on taxes or Ukraine or the deficit, a candidate who rejects established science and seeks to corrupt truth (either through unqualified flunkies in government or propaganda) disqualifies himself from the presidency. These candidates do not merely present competing opinion and policy options. They pose a choice between the Dark Ages and the Age of Enlightenment.
We should not be surprised that the Republican Party has drifted into anti-intellectualism, contempt for higher learning and racist hogwash. Thirteen years ago I warned: "It's one thing to heap scorn on liberal elites who parrot unsupportable leftist dogma or who show contempt for ordinary Americans' values; it's quite another to celebrate ignorance." Alas, it went downhill from there, not coincidentally tracking Republicans' descent into authoritarianism.
"Authoritarians are always threatened by fact-based knowledge," historian Ruth Ben-Ghiat explained during a 2021 interview. "The facts are their enemy. Propaganda means that you have to create an alternate reality that your believers will follow, and research based on science and scientific method becomes the enemy."
And sure enough, during the Trump presidency, the war on science was part and parcel of the effort to empower him and his allies (including Big Oil). A 2022 article, "Politics v. science: How President Trump's war on science impacted public health and environmental regulation," documented how "the Trump presidency fundamentally changed how federal government agencies perform, use, and communicate scientific research." This onslaught included 346 "anti-science actions" ranging from government censorship to personnel changes to research hindrance to bias and misrepresentation. The article explained:
The threat in a second Trump term is far more profound and explicit. He was already caught promising he would repeal climate regulation in exchange for a $1 billion campaign donation.
Moreover, the GOP threat to replace 50,000 neutral experts with cranks, cronies, propagandists and ignoramuses should set off alarm bells. Whether it is the path of a hurricane, the safety of medication, the danger from climate change or the toxicity of chemicals, ordinary people's lives depend on the accuracy and integrity of governmental data. When the latter become instruments of authoritarian control, people's health and well-being are endangered.
Trump would not be the first demagogue to threaten scientific inquiry. "Before mass leaders seize the power to fit reality to their lies, their propaganda is marked by its extreme contempt for facts as such, for in their opinion fact depends entirely on the power of man who can fabricate it," wrote Hannah Arendt in "The Origins of Totalitarianism." Her admonition should remind us that a cult of anti-science crackpottery is not only a danger in and of itself; it is a blinking red light that its adherents are willing to manipulate facts and lie to manipulate the masses, bending them to their will and forcing them to abandon reason.
Scientific American therefore does not exaggerate when it describes the 2024 election as a choice between "rationality and respect for all" and "dark fantasies and demagoguery." The last century was littered with the victims of those who fell prey to the latter.
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Trump disavowed Project 2025. But Harris still owns her Project 2019.
If Harris really has moved away from her extreme positions, she must tell voters how and why.
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-09-19

(Washington Post illustration; iStock; Melissa Sue Gerrits for The Washington Post) 


At last week's debate, Vice President Kamala Harris warned that Donald Trump has "a detailed and dangerous plan called Project 2025" that he "intends on implementing if he were elected again." Project 2025 is the subject of an ad blitz from the Harris campaign. It also was a centerpiece of her convention address and remains a refrain in her stump speech. "I can't believe they put that thing in writing," she said.
Here's the problem: Trump didn't put it in writing; the Heritage Foundation did. It is a policy wish list dreamed up by conservative activists -- some associated with Trump but many of them not -- and Trump has repeatedly repudiated it. "They know it's been disavowed," Trump told me in an interview at Mar-a-Lago this week, but "they have ads about it because they're lying people."
Vice-presidential nominee Tim Walz said at the Democratic convention: "They spent a lot of time pretending they know nothing about this. But look, I coached high school football long enough to know ... when somebody takes the time to draw up a playbook, they're going to use it." Well, then let's look at Harris's own radical policy playbook: the extreme left-wing policies she campaigned on when she ran for president four years ago. Call it "Project 2019."
Unlike Project 2025, which Trump has never embraced, Harris is on record as having supported the following Project 2019 policies:
A caveat: Politicians are free to change their minds. Since taking these extreme stands, Harris has served four years as vice president. Perhaps she has grown in office and learned from hard experience (such as the worst border crisis in more than 100 years, since the Mexican-American War) that her previous positions were deeply mistaken.
But if she now recognizes she was wrong, then she needs to explain why she reversed course. It's not good enough to simply say "I won't ban fracking." What changed her mind, other than shale-rich Pennsylvania's 19 electoral votes? She needs to explain why, after calling a border wall "a monument standing in opposition to not just everything I value, but to the fundamental values upon which this country was built," she is now campaigning on a promise to spend hundreds of millions of dollars on the wall, and released a campaign ad featuring a portion of the border wall Trump built?
It's one thing to change a position or two over time; it's another to abandon huge parts of what you campaigned on -- while simultaneously asserting that "my values have not changed." That suggests Harris's flip-flops are less out of principle and more out of concern that a 47 percent plurality of voters say she is "too liberal or progressive," according to the latest New York Times-Siena College poll.
And, critically, which of Harris's 2019 positions is she actually abandoning? This is the first time since then that she has run on her own agenda, and she has not laid out a detailed 2025 platform. In most cases, the walkbacks of her 2019 positions are coming from unnamed aides. Sorry, but if Harris wants to disavow her words and record, she needs to do it herself -- and give voters a clear reason for the change.
Harris can't saddle Trump with positions he never took while simultaneously expecting to be magically absolved of responsibility for every extreme position she has taken, including legislation she co-sponsored as a senator, on the word of others. She's the one on the ballot. And until she explains otherwise, so is her Project 2019 agenda.
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How to stop Europe's decline 
Fixing the European Union's flagging economy will require it to reconsider key elements of its architecture.
By Editorial Board | 2024-09-19

Notre Dame cathedral on Jan. 5, 2020. (Christophe Ena/AP) 


What ails Europe? The European Union's gross domestic product per person last year added up to only about 73 percent of America's, accounting for differences in purchasing power. This is down in real terms from 77 percent in 2008, on the eve of the global financial crisis.
Brussels is worried. Earlier this month, Mario Draghi, former prime minister of Italy and president of the European Central Bank presented a diagnosis of Europe's lackluster performance. Without a boost in productivity, he warned, Europe will fail to maintain its generous social welfare model, combat climate change and maintain its independence on the world stage: "This is an existential challenge."
For the United States, too, it is critical that Europe succeeds. The E.U. remains America's unparalleled ally, indispensable in facing an onslaught of new challenges, such as global warming and the rising geopolitical rivalry between China and the United States, which could once again fragment the world into rival blocs.
And, yet, the E.U.'s institutional architecture -- the convoluted governance, shared with member states wielding veto power, the patchwork of often uncoordinated decisions and rules -- is likely to get in the way of the massive effort the Draghi report calls for.
The continent's central shortcoming is a pronounced slowdown in productivity growth. Labor productivity in the E.U. has declined to under 80 percent of that in the United States, from about 95 percent in the mid 1990s, as the continent has fallen further behind the technological frontier.
According to the Draghi report, were it not for the tech sector, Europe's productivity growth over the past two decades would be quite near that of the United States. But back in the 1990s, Europe largely missed out on deploying the internet at that crucial time. And its digital deficits have grown since then.
There are precious few European companies at the cutting edge of artificial intelligence. At this stage, according to the Draghi report, there is no point for Europe to even try to compete in cloud computing. The region has created virtually no technologically disrupting firms; not one E.U. company with a market capitalization over 100 billion euros was created from scratch over the past 50 years. In the United States, there are six valued at over $1 trillion. The three biggest spenders on research and development in the United States are digital firms -- Microsoft, Alphabet and Meta. In the E.U., the top three are automotive manufacturers, which are nonetheless failing to keep up with the electric-vehicle revolution.
More investment is badly needed. In 2021, E.U. companies spent about half as much on research and innovation as U.S. firms. Mr. Draghi's report suggests the continent needs almost 5 percent of E.U. GDP in additional investment. To get over the shortfall, though, Europe must reconsider key elements of its architecture.
There are regulatory hurdles. Europe's embrace of the "precautionary principle" -- which can justify halting technologies to prevent plausible yet indeterminate harms in the future -- has enabled a flood of regulation, inhibiting investment and innovation. For instance, limiting access to health data will hamstring the development of AI in the pharma industry. The hurdles rise as national governments add their own rules on top of E.U. law, creating a complex regulatory patchwork.
But the biggest challenge is that, however much it tries, the E.U. is still not really one big thing, but a collection of smaller ones. This makes it difficult for companies to scale. Consider the E.U.'s public support for research and development -- $108 billion in 2021, not far behind the $131 billion the United States spent. Over 90 percent of the European money was handed out by nation states to their pet projects, making it hard to build a Europe-wide investment strategy.
Similar constraints play out in the telecommunications market, served by a bunch of relatively small national operators rather than larger continentwide firms. Defense budgets are national, which leads to a bewildering array of duplicative weapons systems rather than a Europe-wide interoperable defense infrastructure.
Critically, the E.U.'s several small capital markets lack the scale needed to raise the kind of money for firms to stay in the global race. Without broad financing instruments, which would likely include Europe-wide government securities, Mr. Draghi's moonshot will not get off the ground.
Mr. Draghi's report has many good ideas -- to unify budgets, markets and strategies; to streamline rules to encourage innovation. At its core, the message is one that Europeans have heard before: For Europe to thrive, it must act as Europe. To the extent that it can, Washington should help it succeed.
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The losing strategy of underestimating Russia
Russia remains a formidable power. The West should not assume it is a depleted military force.
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-09-19

The Russian destroyer Vice-Admiral Kulakov launches a missile during the Ocean 2024 exercises in the Arctic Ocean. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP) 


Aboard a NATO surveillance flight above the Norwegian Sea last week, just two of the 19 military personnel were as old as the plane, a 45-year-old modified Boeing 707 jammed with electronics and monitoring devices, its fuselage crowned with an enormous radar dome.
But the young crew on the lumbering AWACS -- the acronym stands for Airborne Warning and Control System -- was on the lookout for an enduring threat: Russia's Northern Fleet, on maneuvers near Iceland as part of a massive worldwide naval exercise.
That exercise, dubbed Ocean 2024, involved some 400 Russian warships, submarines and support vessels in the North Atlantic and Pacific, as well as the Mediterranean, Caspian and Baltic seas, along with some 90,000 military personnel, according to the Russian Defense Ministry. Chinese vessels also participated.
Even if Russia's figures are inflated, the operation was a muscle-flexing reminder that Moscow remains plenty equipped to project power across the globe.
That sobering fact often gets lost amid China's rising threat and Washington's pivot to the Indo-Pacific. It shouldn't, because it would be a mistake once again to underestimate the Kremlin's resolve to challenge the U.S.-led global order, or Moscow's staying power in Ukraine.
The outset of Vladimir Putin's full-scale war in Ukraine exposed Russia's ground forces as incompetently led and beholden to a tyrant in thrall to his own arrogance and neoimperial ambitions. The ensuing stalemate, now well into its third year, has been a strategic calamity for Moscow.
Yet if Russia is a corrupt, retrograde, nihilistic power, it remains a power. Given the West's pattern of misreading Moscow's resilience, it's worth taking stock of the menace it still poses far beyond Ukrainian borders.
Reminders of that threat have been plentiful in recent months. On the AWACS flights that patrolled the Norwegian Sea east of Iceland last week, Russian ships, presumed to be part of the Ocean 2024 exercise, were detected on nearly every mission, a NATO spokesman said.
On the flight I was on, the tactical director, a French air force major, told me: "We didn't used to encounter the Russian Navy very often. Now we know they are out there."
That observation was reinforced in a recent paper for Chatham House, a British think tank, by a half-dozen military specialists who surveyed Moscow's plans for regenerating its military, now the recipient of an eye-watering one-third of all Russian government spending.
Much has been made of Ukraine's impressive success in sinking or crippling a chunk of Putin's Black Sea Fleet. But with a couple of exceptions, the Chatham House study said, the ships destroyed or disabled were "very old or limited" vessels. The Russian Navy "has lost none of its blue-water combat capability," the paper concluded, and Moscow's "global power projection capabilities are undiminished."
To underline that capability, three Russian warships and a submarine cruised into Cuban waters in June and remained just off Havana for several days. They posed no specific threat to the United States; unlike other ships and submarines in Moscow's arsenal, they were not equipped with nuclear weapons. But they did carry hypersonic precision missiles with a range of several hundred miles.
It's also worth remembering that Putin's nuclear saber-rattling, which has successfully intimidated Western leaders into slowing weapons deliveries to Ukraine, has involved more than rhetoric. On his orders, Russian forces in May rehearsed preparations for launching tactical nuclear weapons.
That is not to say Putin intends to launch a nuclear war, or that he believes Russia's fleet could go toe-to-toe with the U.S. Navy. But the longer the war in Ukraine grinds on, the more credence the West should give his bedrock assumption -- that Moscow can outlast Washington and its allies through the sheer mass of Russian forces and resources, and by keeping the West off balance with threats of escalation.
Putin's strategy seems increasingly sound as public support for Ukraine has softened in the United States and parts of Europe. There, hopes have receded that Russia can be defeated on the battlefield, or that its economy will crumble under the weight of U.S.-led sanctions.
The wishful view of Russia as a paper tiger has been discredited by the failure of Ukraine's counteroffensive last year, and by Putin's ability to shrug off an attempted mutiny last year and repeated military setbacks.
Granted, Ukraine's invasion of the Russian region of Kursk this summer was a propaganda triumph. But it has given Kyiv control of just .006 percent of Russia's landmass.  By contrast, Moscow's forces occupy nearly 20 percent of Ukrainian territory -- despite the infusion of $200 billion of Western military and other aid.
The West has been right to help Kyiv retain its independence. It needs now to formulate a muscular long-term strategy that deters future Russian aggression in Ukraine and elsewhere -- without starry-eyed assumptions that Moscow is a depleted force.
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'The Day the Dollar Died' is coming. What's the plan?
America is racing toward a fiscal apocalypse, unprepared for the serious social upheaval that could result.
By Mitch Daniels | 2024-09-19

(Washington Post staff illustration; iStock) 


Sunday marks the end of summer, and with it the closing of another Deep Thinking Season. In delightful venues from Aspen to Sun Valley to Chautauqua, the sophisticated class once again gathered to contemplate the great issues of the day. Lectures were delivered, slideshows unlimbered and chins rubbed sagely over topics like the downward spiral of world order, the promise and peril of AI, semiconductors and national security, etc. And of course climate, climate, climate.
Here's a proposal for next summer's program organizers: a conference devoted to preparing a plan for the collapse of the U.S. public debt market and the dollar's world reserve status -- and the economic and social consequences of such an event. With debts already about to surpass the nation's entire GDP, and adding close to $2 trillion more this year, only a dwindling number of denialists doubt that a cataclysmic reckoning, including double-digit damage to Americans' income growth, lies ahead. It's past time to prepare.
An eye-catching, attendance-building title for the conference would come easily: "Preparing for Armageddon"; "Climbing Out of the Ashes"; "The Day the Dollar Died."
Once one proposes the topic, the agenda writes itself. The meeting would need panels on which government safety-net promises to renege on immediately, which previously sacred discretionary spending to eliminate, how to protect the nation with a shrunken defense budget and which new taxes to impose.
Given the dead end into which our leaders have already steered us, though, these measures won't come close to meeting the moment.
A highly stimulating session could be committed to asset sales. A basic tool in any bankruptcy is to look through the balance sheet for marketable property. The federal government owns a ton of it, ranging from its vast land holdings to electromagnetic spectrum to student debt. Deciding which assets to monetize, in what order, would make for a fascinating afternoon discussion.
We'll need a plan for dealing with creditors. What size haircut or renegotiated duration might bondholders be willing to stomach? Surely we could do better than, say, the Argentines, but how much better? What demands might foreign sovereign bondholders try to place on the United States, and how could those demands be countered?
The economic issues might well be the simplest to anticipate. Maybe the most likely of many possible triggering events is the day when -- not if -- tens of millions of Americans are told that the trust funds are not trustworthy, and that the safety-net benefits they have been receiving are about to be reduced, perhaps drastically.
One panel at this conference could be charged with drafting messages attempting to explain to an enraged public the necessities of that unfortunate situation. (But at that point, no words, however artful, will suffice.)
The sense of social betrayal that the debt crisis will stir might require actions the nation has rarely contemplated. An accompanying economic collapse could unleash violent reactions in a country that has become grimly familiar or even inured to such conduct.
Which of the president's more than 100 unilateral emergency powers might be needed? Martial law has been invoked at least 68 times, but no act of Congress defines it. Should it be included as a possible response to widespread civil unrest? If so, under what limits?
What is and is not permitted by the language of the Insurrection Act, authorizing the use of the military not just to "suppress the rebellion" but also to suppress an "unlawful combination or conspiracy" that "hinders the execution of the laws"?
It shouldn't fall to the summer conference community to fashion such a plan. Any well-run business or institution engages in disaster scenario planning as standard practice. Collapses of creditor confidence tend to happen suddenly; that would be no time to start the thought process.
In every executive assignment I've been given, I've commissioned tabletop exercises to think through conceivable major threats, ranging from natural disasters to a sudden product failure, and to draw up specific action plans ready for swift implementation if the worst should happen. The bottom left-hand drawer of whatever desk I was occupying at the time always held several of these "redbook" plans, most of them for contingencies far less likely than the debt cataclysm that more and more observers are now calling probable or even unavoidable.
One would like to believe that a redbook plan for a national debt emergency rests, ready for implementation, in somebody's White House desk. But given that an effective response would require action across so many agencies -- a "whole of government" approach, as the current administration likes to label its extralegal impositions -- if such a plan had been assembled, odds are we'd know about it. Besides, the crowd in charge now has spent 31/2 years exacerbating the debt problem, in denial that there is one.
A British maxim says (there are various renderings), "Now that the money has run out, we shall have to begin to think." When it's already clear that the money will run out, it's unconscionable to wait that long. Since our national leaders, from both parties, have made the reckoning so probable, the least they can do is to start thinking about how to meet the fiscal judgment day when it arrives.
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Hezbollah device attacks: Is this a prelude to war, or an alternative?
First, it was pagers that exploded. Now, it's walkie-talkies. What Israel might be up to is unclear. 
By Max Boot | 2024-09-18

Lebanese soldiers prepare to blow up a communication device in a parking lot in Beirut early Wednesday, a day after multiple pagers exploded in a remote-controlled attack against Hezbollah. (Wael Hamzeh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


People have been waging organized warfare ever since the dawn of civilization in ancient Mesopotamia -- mostly modern-day Iraq -- more than 6,000 years ago. Never in that time, however, has any military force experienced what Hezbollah has seen during the past few days. On Tuesday, thousands of pagers used by the Lebanese terrorist organization exploded, killing at least 12 people and injuring nearly 3,000. On Wednesday, more electronic devices belonging to Hezbollah -- this time, reportedly, including handheld radios, a.k.a. walkie-talkies -- also exploded, killing at least nine people and injuring at least 300 others.
Israel has not officially claimed responsibility for this innovative and sophisticated attack but was widely reported to be behind the explosions. Israeli operatives, apparently, managed to pack small amounts of explosives into the pagers and walkie-talkies before they reached Hezbollah and were then able to detonate them remotely via radio signal. It was a masterstroke of clandestine warfare that hit Hezbollah in one of the key vulnerabilities of any modern fighting force: its communications networks.
Before the 19th century, armies tended to be limited in size and concentrated in battle because the only way to spread commands was by yelling or employing couriers -- usually on horseback. The advent of, first, the telegraph, then field telephones, and then, in the 20th century, two-way radios, made it possible for armies to expand in size and maneuver over vast distances while remaining in contact with their commanders.
The result was the kind of fast-moving warfare epitomized by the German blitzkrieg during World War II, and later by Israeli forces in the 1967 Six-Day War and U.S. forces in the 1991 Gulf War. Nowadays, every fighting force in the world, including Hezbollah, is reliant on electronic means of communication -- and that, in turn, creates tremendous vulnerabilities that a capable foe can exploit. Indeed, U.S. forces would do well to learn a lesson from what Hezbollah has just experienced, because its own communications nodes could be targeted by an adversary such as China or Russia in a future conflict.
Hasan Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, had already warned his operatives to avoid mobile phones, because he understood that Israel's forces, especially Unit 8200 (the equivalent to the U.S. National Security Agency or Britain's GCHQ), could easily triangulate cellphone transmissions and kill the users with precision-guided munitions. Indeed, Fuad Shukr, a senior Hezbollah commander, was killed during an Israeli airstrike in Beirut in July, reportedly after someone telephoned him and told him to go to his apartment on the seventh floor of a Beirut high-rise. Shortly thereafter, an Israeli bomb or missile slammed into the apartment. Little wonder that Nasrallah told his followers that mobile phones are "surveillance devices" and "deadly agents capable of giving detailed and precise information."
Nasrallah no doubt believed his operatives could communicate and stay safe by employing walkie-talkies or pagers. He now knows better. This week's attacks are going to force Hezbollah to figure out other ways to direct its forces. While such methods exist, none are as efficient as electronic devices.
Hamas's top leader, Yehiya Sinwar, has stayed alive since launching a barbaric assault last October by going low-tech. As the Wall Street Journal noted: "Sinwar has largely shunned phone calls, text messages and other electronic communications that Israel can track and that have led to the demise of other militants. Instead, he is using a complex system of couriers, codes and handwritten notes that allows him to direct Hamas's operations even while hiding in underground tunnels."
That's the best Sinwar can do, and it's sufficient for his purposes, but Hamas has only rudimentary military capabilities left after many months of Israeli attacks. Hamas operatives occasionally emerge from tunnels to attack Israeli forces, but Hamas is no longer capable of large-scale operations utilizing thousands of fighters. Hezbollah, by contrast, is still a vast organization that claims 100,000 fighters (though outside estimates put the number at 20,000 to 50,000) and deploys an arsenal of some 120,000 to 200,000 rockets and missiles. If Nasrallah has to rely on couriers to control his forces, their ability to operate effectively will be severely degraded -- especially if they have to face an all-out Israeli assault.
The question now is whether this week's sabotage operation was a prelude to a larger Israeli military offensive or an alternative to it. Ever since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack, Hezbollah has been bombarding northern Israel, forcing tens of thousands of Israeli civilians from their homes and prompting Israeli strikes against Hezbollah forces. The tit-for-tat exchange has threatened to spiral into a wider war on numerous occasions, most recently after Shukr's death and that of Hamas leader Ismael Haniyeh in Tehran. Last month, Israel and Hezbollah pulled back from the brink, at least temporarily, but many within the Israel Defense Forces and the Israeli cabinet are calling for a larger offensive against Hezbollah to make it possible for some 60,000 Israelis to return to their homes in the north.
Indeed, many IDF generals want to conclude a cease-fire in Gaza so they can redirect their forces against Hezbollah. While visiting the Northern Command, Herzl Halevi, the IDF's chief of general staff, warned on Wednesday that "we are ready to really do whatever is required" to end Hezbollah's bombardment and said that "the price for Hezbollah" would be "high."
Until now, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has been opposed to a major war with Hezbollah, preferring to concentrate on Hamas. But while he is still not moving toward a cease-fire in Gaza (which is unpopular with his right-wing coalition partners), the Israeli leader is now signaling support for a larger attack against Hezbollah.
Let us hope that Hezbollah gets the "message" that Israel was sending with its pager and walkie-talkie attacks. Otherwise, the Middle East might before long see a much wider and more destructive conflict.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/09/18/israel-hezbollah-pagers-walkie-talkies-explode/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Springfield and its Haitian immigrants deserve a better national debate
A debate about a vicious unfounded rumor won't help American cities cope with an influx of new migrants.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-09-18

A mural adorns a wall in Springfield, Ohio, on Sept. 11. (Julio-Cesar Chavez/Reuters)


Regarding The Post's Sept. 12 front-page article "Spawned on Facebook, a racist smear gets the GOP megaphone":
We need to have a very different conversation about what's happening in Springfield, Ohio, than the one prompted by the recent presidential debate. In our haste to make sure that we are not sharing fake news, we also must make sure that we aren't obstructing the spread of real news and alienating potential voters in the process.
Springfield received national attention after a New York Times article about the arrival of as many as 20,000 Haitians in the city in the past few years. This is a city that in 2020 had a population of only 58,000. The story of the town's adjustment to its changing population is representative of what's happening in many places in America. Rapid immigration is a huge burden on the housing market, and it increases rent for everyone. It affects employment opportunities. The clash of cultures creates confusion and exacerbates fears.
Immigration isn't the only thing that can cause these sorts of pressures. A recent episode of the  99% Invisible podcast, "Not Built For This," discussed what happened in Chico, Calif., when the town of Paradise went up in flames during the Camp Fire. The city's housing supply was already strained before the fire, and people lived in tent cities at Walmart when there was nowhere else for them to go. If you put thousands of new people in any city, you're going to have problems, especially given how hard it is to build housing quickly. And these new residents of Chico weren't immigrants, they were native-born Americans displaced from a natural disaster.
Given the way the conversation about Springfield has shifted to a focus on Donald Trump and JD Vance's false claims about Haitian migrants stealing and eating their neighbors' pets, one might almost suspect that the cat story was a red herring designed to put Democrats in a mocking, vindictive mindset to distract them from the legitimate issues at play.
Democrats need to learn to resist that mindset, and find an empathetic angle in responding to every single claim Republicans make. That will not only show that Democrats are paying attention to the real issues but also demonstrate the racist and xenophobic ways that Republicans tend to present them. By just making fun of the story with cat memes, rather than responding to the issues in Springfield, Democrats appear unserious about the real problems facing Americans. Instead, they need to dismiss these ugly distractions and focus on the substance. That's how you reach those voters. That's how you bridge the gap.
Corinne Converse, Syracuse, N.Y.
The Post's Sept. 11 online analysis, "4 takeaways from the first Trump-Harris presidential debate" pointed out some very obvious issues with former president Donald Trump's performance, while also finding reasonable criticisms of Vice President Kamala Harris's answers. It was a good analysis, and everyone is talking about the former president's crazy words. I'm concerned with what's behind the words.
It's painful to hear the allegation that people who happen to be of a different race are stealing and eating their neighbors' pets. It's so outrageous that it has incited possible violence; a Thursday bomb threat on the city apparently included "hateful language towards immigrants and Haitians."
I don't see these migrants coming to the United States out of desire but rather out of a dire need to survive. Many of these people are fleeing violence from gangs.
Yes, the arrival of a lot of new people does sometime cause problems. But as Americans, we are supposed to work together to come up with solutions, rather than to treat non-White foreigners as bad people. Can't we come up with ideas and solutions, and perhaps pass a bill in Congress, to get started on solving the problems? I'm concerned with people who will think it's their place to be vigilantes because the former president and his cronies are pushing memes rather than talking about serious solutions to these issues.
J.E. Sheri, Seattle
Regarding The Post's Sept. 12 online article "Springfield bomb threat used 'hateful' language toward migrants, Haitians, mayor says":
I'm alarmed by the dehumanizing language deployed against Haitian migrants in connection with a bomb threat on Springfield, Ohio.
Over the past several decades, Haitian immigrants have successfully assimilated into U.S. society. Many have become doctors, teachers, lawyers, accountants and cabdrivers, just like other immigrants who have arrived to this country. Haitians have endured the brutal dictatorship of the Duvalier era, transitional governments, political corruption, natural disasters such as the devastating 2010 earthquake and other upheaval, including the 2021 assassination of president Jovenel Moise. Today, gangs continue to destabilize the country.
My extended family has experienced some of this instability in Haiti. One cousin, a prisoner of conscience under the Jean-Claude "Baby Doc" Duvalier regime in the 1970s, was freed through the intervention of the Carter administration. My half brother was kidnapped and later released by Haitian gangs, and another relative experienced violence.
Haitians immigrants come from the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere to become proud, productive Americans and we should recognize their essential contributions.
Mark Carrie, Laguna Niguel, Calif.
I wasn't very surprised when Donald Trump repeated the scurrilous lie that Haitians in Ohio were eating the pet dogs and cats of their neighbors. He's been trafficking in racist invective for decades and the fact that it hasn't cost him politically is a national disgrace.
Clearly, Mr. Trump, like many Americans, is clueless about the debt this country owes the beleaguered Haitians. Anyone who's studied the Louisiana Purchase, whereby the United States gained a vast territory West of the Mississippi at a bargain price, knows we have Haiti to thank. We were able to nearly double the size of our country by securing all that acreage for a measly $15 million.
The reason Napoleon Bonaparte was willing to part with this land was rooted in the 1791 slave rebellion in Haiti, led by Toussaint L'Ouverture, which put much of what was then known as Hispaniola under the control of former slaves. When Napoleon sent his brother-in-law with an army to retake the colony, the campaign ended in humiliating defeat. The self-proclaimed emperor realized his hopes for a French empire in the Americas financed by Haitian sugar were doomed. So, when President Thomas Jefferson offered to buy the Louisiana territory, Bonaparte jumped at the chance to transfer the land to American hands, rather than to a European rival.
Instead of spreading hateful lies about Haitians, Mr. Trump and his people should be thanking them for the part their ancestors played in our country's westward expansion.
Robert D. Croog, Chevy Chase
The nasty rumor about pet-stealing, pet-cooking and pet-eating immigrants in Springfield, Ohio, might be rooted in misunderstandings about the practice of animal sacrifice in traditional Haitian Vodou religious rites. It is also, certainly, rooted in a long history of racist prejudice against Haitians.
Donald Trump is not the first person to traffic in such slurs. In his 1888 book "The English in the West Indies," James Anthony Froude said an English official told him that "Children were sacrificed as in the old days of Moloch and were devoured with horrid ceremony, salted limbs being preserved and sold for the benefit of those who were unable to attend the full solemnities."
Fast forward to 1982, when the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention stated in an Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report that Haitians were at increased risk for acquiring HIV/AIDS. This fit well with (inaccurate) theories circulating at the time that AIDS had originated in Haiti and that it was linked to Haitian Vodou.
Enough already. Leave those poor people alone.
Denis Cotter, Middleburg, Va.
Xenophobic Americans accusing immigrants of vile eating habits is nothing new. The name of one of America's iconic foods is a memorial to one such incident: "Hot dog" is a joke term that comes from the accusation that German butchers used dogs to make sausages.
In the 19th century, Germans immigrated to America in great numbers. They were often disliked and were the butt of many jokes, one of which was that when German butchers appeared in a town or neighborhood, all the dogs disappeared. There are contemporary cartoons about this, and the 1864 song "Der Deitcher's Dog" widely known as "Oh Where, Oh Where Has My Little Dog Gone?" was inspired by this urban legend. So, it's a bit ironic that Donald Trump should employ a slur that might have been directed at his own ancestors at Haitian migrants.
Bruce Kraig, Makanda, Ill.
The writer is the author of "Hot Dog: A Global History."
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Confessions of a Russian media propagandist
Plus: Safety for Haiti. The lunatic House GOP. Biological weapons.
By Drew Goins | 2024-09-18
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Military and police officers from Jamaica and Belize arrive in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Sept. 12. (Johnson Sabin/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


Step back for a moment from Donald Trump and JD Vance's lies about Haitian immigrants in the United States: How did these people come to be here in the first place?
The Editorial Board writes that, just as Americans must ignore the smears coming from the Republican presidential ticket, they must also refocus attention on the humanitarian crisis still unfolding in Haiti and forcing Haitians to flee.
The editorial provides a quick catch-up on the governance crisis that hit new depths after the 2021 assassination of Haiti's president. A Kenya-led mission to restore order has made some progress but has been limited by a lack of funding.
Haiti needs elections, the board writes, but before that, it needs security. And before that, it needs money. The United States needs to pressure other Group of 20 countries to increase their support, the board says, or "there will be a lot more Haitians trying to flee the mayhem, including to the United States."
Haitian American writer Edwidge Danticat explains in an op-ed how she has struggled to figure out how to defend newly and not-so-newly arrived Haitians against such slanderous, violent invective, which is itself an American tradition. (The Thomas Jefferson quote Danticat cites leaves you ready to jettison the Founding Father for good.)
"Despite more than two centuries of Haitian vilification, this moment feels particularly dangerous," Danticat writes. "In moments like this, I often find myself, at least initially, at a loss for words. How should I best proclaim our humanity? Should I tout our great art, music and literature?" It feels all too futile.
Danticat ends with a picture of a yard sign sent to her by a friend living in the epicenter of the Trump-Vance smear. It reads: "Hate has no home here." Do Haitians?
Chaser: In June, Haitian journalist Monique Clesca wrote of how her Port-au-Prince community is trying to hold itself together as the country around it crumbles.
Bonus chaser: Ann Telnaes cartoons the poison pen Vance uses to write up his lies.
Patrick O'Connor is, to be technical, a propagandist for Russian media. But his op-ed is much more thoughtful than you might expect from someone with that line on their resume.
O'Connor, a documentary filmmaker, recounts how the state-media outfit RT approached him about licensing his project on Mississippi's halting adoption of a new state flag.
"It was clear that RT wanted to license my film because ... it's a snapshot of American culture at war with itself, marked by a heavy dose of racism," O'Connor writes. "I don't live in a cave, so I understood immediately that an offer ... was not an easy yes."
O'Connor eventually came up with a clever workaround -- which was then foiled by not the party you might suspect. He's left wrestling with his choices (and wishing certain others would wrestle a little more with theirs).




From George Will's column on the nightmarish risk of biological warfare; he quotes experts who think a global worst-case scenario today could exceed the death toll caused by the bubonic plague.
Technological advances have made mayhem much closer at hand, George writes, likening the spread of biological weapons to bombs being stocked at the grocery store. Additionally, bioweapons "confound the Cold War paradigm of deterrence," he says, "because those releasing them can evade detection and hence retaliation."
George co-signs the experts' preparedness goal: the ability to vaccinate 8 billion people against an outbreak within 100 days. It's aggressive -- but the alternative is apocalyptic.
Chaser: David Ignatius unpacks the consequences of (presumably) Israel's flabbergasting action-movie attack against Hezbollah via simultaneous explosion of fighters' pagers.
Based on Dana Milbank's list of everything the GOP-controlled House of Representatives has done over the past two years, you might be shocked to learn in his column that the current Congress is on track to be the least productive since the country was literally coming apart during the 1859-1861 term.
Republicans have been up to ... a lot.
The trouble is, as Dana chronicles in an essay adapted from his new book, "Fools on the Hill," none of it has been anywhere near the neighborhood of productive.
With all the white-nationalist attacks in committee hearings, harassment of LGBTQ+ Americans, scuffles in the Capitol basement, allegations of a coverup of alien life, censure attempts, potshots at the military and at each other's private parts -- who could possibly find the time to actually legislate?
One man is at the center of the lunacy. His identity won't surprise you, but Dana's analysis of Trump's hold over House Republicans will amaze you all the same.
Chaser: In Congress's other chamber, Ruth Marcus writes, Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer is running out of time to put Biden-nominated judges on the federal bench.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Should blacker death come,
Trade pockets full of posies
For arms full of shots
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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We've all been 'idiotcepted'
How ambitious, morally malleable politicians are making politics dumber than ever.
By Catherine Rampell | 2024-09-18

Supporters of JD Vance listen to the vice-presidential candidate speak at a campaign rally in Middletown, Ohio, on July 22. (Luke Sharrett for The Washington Post) 


Much has been written about misinformation in today's politics, but one particular phenomenon deserves greater examination. The best term for it is probably "idiotception."
Idiotception is a self-perpetuating, IQ-destroying cycle: Politicians hear or invent a stupid lie, which they plant in the minds of their followers. Their followers then repeat that stupid lie back to those same politicians. Then, the politicians insist they have no choice but to act on the stupid lie. After all, the public demands it!
This is precisely what transpired recently with Republicans' racist lies claiming that Haitian immigrants are eating pets in Springfield, Ohio.
In a private Facebook group, a woman shared the sordid tale of a local cat that had allegedly been abducted by Haitian residents. Subsequent reporting from NewsGuard, a company that tracks online misinformation, found that the cat in question belonged to the woman's neighbor's friend's acquaintance.
Nope, that comically long-distance connection isn't a Mel Brooks bit. It's the actual sourcing of a national news story. To be fair, that's not the only source; there was another lady who thought her cat went missing, only to find it days later in her own basement. Also, some online testimonials from neo-Nazis.
The cat rumor found its way to GOP vice-presidential nominee JD Vance, a man known for his deep concern for human-feline relationships. Having determined this was a politically convenient story, Vance chose to amplify it.
"Reports now show that people have had their pets abducted and eaten by people who shouldn't be in this country. Where is our border czar?" Vance tweeted.
Journalists raced to fact-check the claim, which local officials and the Ohio governor unequivocally contested (including in conversations with Vance's own staff, the Wall Street Journal reported). Too late. Unlike Springfield's kittens, this lie soon worked its way up the food chain. The next day, Vance's running mate, Donald Trump, megaphoned the story to 67 million Americans during the presidential debate.
"In Springfield, they're eating the dogs, the people that came in, they're eating the cats," he said. It was a sound bite that would be endlessly repeated, memed and remixed.
Within days, half of Trump voters believed this dehumanizing story was true, a YouGov poll found. Security threats forced school evacuations and hospital lockdowns in Springfield. Local officials pleaded for national figures to stop repeating the baseless claims.
You can guess what happened next. Vance went on TV and defended his comments -- in fact, he embellished them. Why? Because, he said, voters were now complaining to him en masse about immigrant pet-eating! "I am hearing from dozens of constituents who are concerned about these issues," he told CBS. What choice does a U.S. senator have but to embrace his voters' concerns and demand action? Such as, oh, mass deportation?
The "Stop the Steal" 2020 election lie had much the same idiotception arc. Without evidence, Trump and his underlings declared there had been widespread voter fraud. This sowed widespread distrust about election integrity. Then the widespread distrust itself became the rationale for launching probes into imagined election fraud.
In this, Trump had many Republican co-conspirators. Sen. Ron Johnson (Wis.), for instance, spent the weeks after Election Day pushing conspiracy theories about why the results might not be legitimate or settled. Then, when he chaired a Senate hearing titled "Examining Irregularities in the 2020 Election," he explained his rationale for the hearing: "Even though courts have handed down decisions and the electoral college has awarded Joe Biden 306 electoral votes, a large percentage of the American public does not believe the November election results are legitimate."
Gee, I wonder why that might be.
To be clear, the idiotception cycle is not unique to Republican politicians, even if they've been particularly aggressive adopters. Democrats have occasionally used the technique, too, just in versions dressed up with more footnotes, push polls and various pseudo-academic trappings. This is basically how the left-wing base got duped into believing that "corporate greed," rather than supply and demand, caused inflation. It's also why Democratic leaders then got backed into proposing nonsense "solutions" to crack down on greed. Democratic elites got high on their own supply.
Democrats' greedflation silliness has led to some extremely dumb policy ideas (such as having the federal government limit prices by fiat), but at least they are unlikely to lead to violence. Unlike with the GOP examples, greedflationists probably won't incite an insurrection or threats against immigrants. Still, I'm not sure "idiotic but not lethal" is the political outcome Americans should be aspiring to.
Dumb, baseless stories floated by randos have always had the ability to gain followers. But in today's media environment, they can spread and strengthen astonishingly quickly, particularly when they serve the agendas of manipulative, morally malleable politicians.
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Sarah Sanders's crude swipes at Kamala Harris notch a new low for GOP
Sarah Huckabee Sanders stumbles over her humility while warming up a crowd for Donald Trump
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-09-18

Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump participates in a town hall event moderated by Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders on Tuesday in Flint, Mich. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


Enough.
"My kids keep me humble," Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders preened, thereby disproving her own claim. "Unfortunately, Kamala Harris" -- and at this point Sanders mispronounced the vice president's name -- "doesn't have anything keeping her humble."
Leave aside the gall of accusing the opposing candidate of lacking humility when you are the warm-up act for Donald Trump, Sanders is living proof that parenthood offers no guarantee of that virtue.
Enough, too, with the deliberate othering of someone with an unusual, foreign-sounding first name. It's not hard to learn the correct pronunciation. It's no accident that Republicans, led by Donald Trump, consistently and flagrantly get the syllabic emphasis wrong -- that is, when they can manage to choke out Harris's name at all. In his debate performance, Trump referred only to "she" and "her," as if Harris were not a person worthy of being identified or, for that matter, even looked at.
Enough with the cloaked, perhaps unconscious, racism. Harris, according to Sanders, "doesn't have anything keeping her humble. You would think after four years of straight failure she would know a little humility. Unfortunately, she doesn't." Maybe Sanders didn't mean it this way, but when you accuse a Black woman of lacking humility, it evokes complaints about "uppity" Black people.
And enough with the misogyny -- yes, misogyny can come from women, too -- the sneering suggestion that women are not complete human beings unless they manage to fulfill their biological destiny to procreate. That lacking children of their own makes them, in the words of Republican vice-presidential nominee JD Vance, "a bunch of childless cat ladies who are miserable at their own lives and the choices that they've made and so they want to make the rest of the country miserable, too."
To give Vance his due, he was equal-opportunity offensive, including gay men in his attack. "It's just a basic fact -- you look at Kamala Harris, Pete Buttigieg, AOC -- the entire future of the Democrats is controlled by people without children," Vance said in 2021, referring to the transportation secretary, who was in the process of trying to adopt, and Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (N.Y.). "And how does it make any sense that we've turned our country over to people who don't really have a direct stake in it?"
Vance that same year also went after teachers union president Randi Weingarten, a self-described lesbian "mother by marriage," for daring to be a teacher without having biological children. (Hello, Catholic nuns?) "If she wants to brainwash and destroy the mind of children, she should have some of her own and leave ours the hell alone," he said.
But the anti-gay animus is icing on the sexist cake. Somehow you don't hear much criticism of childless male politicians, whatever their sexual orientation. No, the disparagement centers on women, and the notion that there is something wrong, that they have somehow failed, that they aren't worthy of citizenship, if they do not reproduce.
I suppose this is the point in the column where I demonstrate my maternal bona fides. I have two grown daughters. They are the center of my life -- at least until they produce grandchildren -- and, yes, they do keep me humble. They arrived when I was older -- 37 for the first, almost 39 for the second -- and, to share perhaps a bit too much information, I have a recurring dream in which I discover that I am too old to have children. Every time, I wake up in a sweat.
All of which is to say: I can easily imagine having become a childless, in my case, dog lady. That would not have been my preference, but it would not have made me lesser -- a less involved citizen, a less loving person, a less valuable member of society.
Every day on the campaign trail, Harris demonstrates more humanity, more empathy, more interest in and capacity to connect with others than Trump has ever shown himself capable of, his five children notwithstanding. And, of course, as her magnificently blended family has affirmed, she is not, in fact, childless. She has demonstrated the wonderful human capacity to love non-biological children as if they were her own.
Proof of that came in the aftermath of Sanders's dig, from Kerstin Emhoff, the former wife of second gentleman Doug Emhoff and biological mother of Harris's stepchildren.
"Cole and Ella keep us inspired to make the world a better place," Kerstin Emhoff tweeted. "I do it through storytelling. Kamala Harris has spent her entire career working for the people, ALL families. That keeps you pretty humble."
The best tribute comes from the name Harris's stepchildren use for her: Momala. They somehow manage to pronounce it correctly.
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I say, without evidence, that the media's Trump qualifiers are backfiring
We in the news media are making him less accountable for his mendacity, rather than more so.
By Matt Bai | 2024-09-18

(Washington Post staff illustration; photo by Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) (The Washington Post)


I don't agree with Donald Trump when he posits that Democrats are provoking people into trying to kill him. Trump's own rhetoric -- inflammatory, belittling, darkly warning of violence if he doesn't get his way -- probably has more to do with making him the target of delusional attention seekers than anything his opponents have said.
But do I think Trump should have to produce some dossier of evidence in order for his theory to be taken seriously? No, I don't. And by now, it seems tragically obvious to me that, by constantly holding Trump to a different standard of proof than we do anyone else, we in the news media are actually making him less accountable for his mendacity, rather than more so.
The most recent example of what I'm talking about appeared in this very newspaper. I refer you to this Post headline from Tuesday: "Trump, without evidence, blames 'rhetoric' of Biden, Harris for possible assassination attempt." I'm in no way picking on my own news site here, which I hold to be among the very best; these kinds of phrases -- "without evidence," "baselessly claimed," etc. -- have over the years become ubiquitous in stories about Trump in the national media. Often they sound like something out of  the Onion, as in this May headline from Reuters: "Trump, without evidence, claims migrants in U.S. illegally 'building army' to attack Americans."
There are good reasons that this came to be. Trump is, to put it bluntly, a shameless public liar, which is something we haven't really seen before. Spreading untruth, and assuming that the benefit will ultimately outweigh the consequence, is his life strategy, which is why the politician to whom I've most often compared him is P.T. Barnum. (Barnum was briefly the mayor of Bridgeport, Conn. There's a museum and everything.)
Here's the dilemma. The news media can't credulously publish things we know to be untrue -- and yet, if the president says them, we can't exactly not publish them, either. At the same time, we find ourselves pressured by critics on social media for whom no level of scrutiny, when it comes to Trump, will ever be enough.
So, at some point, we decided that the best way to handle Trump's more dubious assertions was to take the unprecedented step of prominently labeling them as baseless or unproven. Problem solved.
Except it hasn't solved anything, other than to make a bunch of preening media critics feel good. If anything, in the contest between Trump's credibility and ours, this policy of hyper-skepticism has only made things worse.
First, it's an unreasonable standard. It's one thing to say that Trump's stories of a stolen election or pet-eating migrants are false -- this we know from reporting. But when it comes to something like this claim about Democratic rhetoric leading to violence, what kind of evidence is Trump supposed to cite? Must a candidate walk around all day with an armful of data to back up every assertion? Is there really no room to advance a controversial and speculative argument without producing slides to support it?
In fact, while Trump's latest allegation might be incendiary, there's no reason we ought to dismiss it out of hand. Haven't Democrats repeatedly said he poses an existential threat to the democracy and is a tool of the Russians? (I, for one, believe both of these things.) It's not crazy to think that these kinds of statements could incite violence, any more than it's crazy to think that Trump's rhetoric led to the sacking of the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. Saying so shouldn't come with a courtroom-level burden of proof.
Second, it's a double standard. Why is Trump the only politician for whom this burden exists? In this month's debate, Vice President Kamala Harris gleefully repeated this assertion that Trump had promised a "bloodbath" if he weren't elected in November, even though his quote pretty clearly referred to the economics of car manufacturing. Wasn't she speaking baselessly and without evidence?
It's worth pointing out that the single greatest legislative achievement of the Biden administration was a law audaciously called the Inflation Reduction Act, despite the fact that it was designed to pour billions of dollars of new social spending into the economy and the fight against climate change -- and had pretty much nothing to do with lowering inflation. Thousands of news stories have referenced that bill by name, and I've not seen one that cast doubt on its principal claim.
The larger problem with all this selective labeling is that it's almost certainly having the opposite effect of what we intend. Rather than highlight Trump's falsehoods for readers who might be inclined to believe him, our need to append qualifiers to everything he says is making us look like we're out to discredit him. In other words, we appear to be proving Trump's entire point not just about the news media but about the nation's elite institutions as a whole. Rather than reinforcing trust in news coverage, I fear we're further eroding it.
All of which really matters, because in seven weeks Trump could well win a second term. And if that happens, we will have spent almost a decade covering him without figuring out how to hold him accountable for lying without making ourselves seem petty and self-interested. Yes, rebut the things Trump says that are demonstrably untrue, but don't go out of your way to discredit everything he says just because you fear that readers might believe him, or because you don't want the backlash from some sanctimonious journalism professor.
Surely we can manage to call out blatant mistruths without abandoning all pretense of fairness and objectivity, which is essential to what we do. Although, I admit, I have very little evidence to back that up.
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JD Vance's poison pen
Ann Telnaes cartoon about JD Vance creating stories to get media attention.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-09-18

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post) 
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Trump racism intensifies as he indulges conspiracy theories
Plus: Finally, an accurate report on Trump's rants. And, a judge paves the way for a future Trump conviction.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-09-18

Former president Donald Trump speaks at a rally in Las Vegas Friday. (Ronda Churchill for The Washington Post)


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
This week, I answer readers' questions, reflect on felon and former president Donald Trump's downward spiral, and highlight a noteworthy journalistic effort and legal opinion.
A reader asks: Why aren't more people questioning Sen. JD Vance (R-Ohio) over his lack of experience? Many staunch conservatives declined to vote for Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) in 2008 after he named Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin as his running mate. I know several who said she was "too scary" and voted for Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) instead. Vance has even less governing experience than Palin, and, in my opinion, he is even scarier, yet I've seen no reporting on this.
Answer: As I said when Vance was selected, he has arguably the least experience of any vice-presidential pick in history. At least Palin was a governor. Unfortunately, Trump, who ran in 2016 with no government experience, demolished the notion (at least for Republicans) that one should prepare for a national ticket by demonstrating competence and achievement in lower offices. In Vance's case, his misogyny, race-baiting, MAGA extremism and contempt for democracy, frankly, are worse problems than his nonexistent record of accomplishment.
A reader asks: Polls talk about who votes will be cast for; how about polling about who votes will be cast against? I feel that there is a very large group of voters that will vote against Trump who do not necessarily agree with his opponent's policies.
Answer: Very true, especially in a year in which one candidate -- who appears unhinged, anti-democratic, racist and pro-Putin -- aligns his policies with the  Project 2025 playbook. It is why a number of Republicans have endorsed Vice President Kamala Harris. As former representative  Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.) said, this is not a policy election; it's a democracy election. Voting to stop the candidate bent on destroying democracy, for many voters, is the top reason to choose Harris.
A reader asks: Why hasn't the Harris campaign pointed out that the major cause of high inflation occurred before the Biden administration, and was exacerbated by Trump's mishandling of the pandemic? Although inflation has receded, the initial exorbitant increases on everyday prices cannot be removed by the White House.
Answer: Harris does not want to re-litigate Biden's role in spurring inflation. What she can and should do: Explain how Biden tamed inflation -- in part through his support for an independent Federal Reserve. Trump wants to politicize the Fed, a horrendous idea that would do immense damage to our economy.
A reader asks: Why are Harris and Trump neck and neck in the polls when there are so many more sane voters than MAGA voters?
Answer: Polling suggests about 40 percent of Americans are inclined toward authoritarianism, a group that largely overlaps with the modern Republican base and White evangelical Christians. Add in some low-information voters and right-wing cynics (in it for the tax cuts or judges) and you get much closer to 50 percent. The electoral college then accentuates their power by giving disproportionate weight to thinly populated red states. That's why it is essential to build an anti-MAGA coalition that transcends ideological differences.
A reader asks: Wouldn't a Trump win mean that his minions would take leadership as he deteriorates?
Answer: It's already happening. Project 2025 was put together by right-wing groups that intend to use him as the figurehead for an extreme agenda. Characters ranging from Stephen Miller to Laura Loomer fill his head with conspiracy theories. As we saw in the debate, he is one of the most easily manipulated (and baited!) public figures.
A reader asks: How long will it take for the United States to fully adopt the metric system?
Answer: When I was in grade school, I was told the switch was just around the corner. As with several other issues (e.g., resistance to learning foreign languages, preference for isolationism, disinclination to revisit negative episodes in our past), the creed of American exceptionalism can wind up convincing many Americans that we can go it alone. In short, full adoption of the metric system probably will never happen.
A reader asks: I feel that Donald Trump has caused incalculable harm to the United States. His effort to subvert the results of an election while serving as the nation's president was a clear attempt to overthrow the nation's government and seize power. And, should the documents case in Florida be restarted, Trump could be found in violation of the Espionage Act. Will historians call him a traitor, as they do Benedict Arnold and Julius and Ethel Rosenberg?
Answer: Provided the MAGA forces do not prevail (and rewrite history), I am quite certain his actions will be regarded -- with a measure of horror and disbelief -- as traitorous. Future generations will learn how he instilled racial animus, refused to accept the results of an election (maybe two!), denigrated our military, insisted he could suspend the Constitution and wanted our enemies to prevail (e.g., Russia in Ukraine). Too bad our political coverage now does not frame the election in this way.
Vice President Kamala Harris did not just crush Donald Trump in the debate. She seems to have punched holes in his narcissistic self-image. Days later, he still falsely insists his crowds are bigger and Haitian immigrants are eating pets. As the polls show Harris's lead growing, Trump's mental tailspin and angry outbursts accelerate. He now fantasizes she had an earpiece during the debate and had the debate questions in advance. (I guess he didn't win.)
We can laugh, but as he enters a political death spiral, his rhetoric gets crazier, his racist tendencies become more obvious (demanding deportation of Haitians who are here legally), and his affinity for conspiratorial nuts (e.g., Laura Loomer) deepens. Democratic institutions (including courts), national security entities and voters need to prepare. Even if he loses again, he won't go away quietly.
Perhaps mainstream media outlets are finally responding to criticism that they have helped normalize Trump and failed to explain just how nutty and vile his rally rants are.
A recent New York Times report explained: "Trump capped off the week ... with an unfocused speech at a rally in Las Vegas on Friday night, where he baselessly accused her of cheating, repeated a number of falsehoods on a wide range of topics and continued to try to stoke fear about immigration." The report continued, "Over the course of an hour and 20 minutes, Mr. Trump ranted about the moderators of Tuesday's debate, made unfounded accusations that Democrats 'cheat like hell' in elections and insisted that President Biden, whom he spent years attacking as a weak president, 'would have been better than' Ms. Harris."
That's certainly an improvement from coverage suggesting he was "making arguments" or "presenting a different view of America" at his rallies. We need accurate coverage detailing his scattered thinking, angry demeanor and malicious lies. Let's hope this is the beginning of a trend and the end of unwarranted, phony "balance."
Many organizations reported on Fulton County Superior CourtJudge Scott McAfee's dismissal of three counts against two Trump co-defendants in the Georgia criminal case. Less remarked upon was his opinion denying the motion from the same two defendants to dismiss the racketeering charge, the spine of the case. Among the specious claims he dismissed, McAfee rejected the argument that the district attorney had failed to delineate the "predicate acts" and the "criminal activity" at issue:
The well-reasoned decision reminds us that, if Trump ever goes to trial, there is ample evidence and solid law on which to convict him of a state racketeering charge, with a penalty of up to 20 years in prison.
Next week, I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next mailbag newsletter.
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Trump says crime is up. The FBI says it's down. Who's right?
Trump says crime is up. The government says it's down. Maybe it's how the stats are counted that matters. 
By Jim Geraghty | 2024-09-18

(iStock) 


"President Trump, as you know, the FBI says overall violent crime is coming down in this country," ABC News's David Muir said, fact-checking Donald Trump during the debate last week.
Whether or not violent crime is "coming down" depends on when you start measuring it. Crime is down from last year, and down significantly from the bad old days of the 1990s, but it is only now returning to pre-pandemic levels. (Some nonviolent crimes, such as shoplifting, are up.) The "coming down" measure also hinges on how crime is reported, and that's not nearly as scientific a matter as the public might believe.
In June, Attorney General Merrick Garland greeted the latest quarterly update of available FBI statistics like a conquering hero: "This data makes clear that last year's historic decline in violent crime is continuing. In the first three months of this year, violent crime has decreased by over 15 percent compared to same period last year, and murder has decreased by over 26 percent."
During the presidential debate with Kamala Harris, Trump argued that "the FBI -- they were defrauding statements. They didn't include the worst cities. They didn't include the cities with the worst crime. It was a fraud."
Trump was partially correct; there's no reason to think that the FBI statistics are deliberately fraudulent, but large gaps and inconsistencies in the collection of data mean the numbers aren't offering a complete picture.
As the Marshall Project explains, in 2021, "in an effort to fully modernize the system, the FBI stopped taking data from the old summary system and only accepted data through the new system. Thousands of police agencies fell through the cracks because they didn't catch up with the changes on time." That year, Miami-Dade, New York City and Los Angeles did not submit their data. Philadelphia reported nine months' worth of data; Chicago reported seven months, and Phoenix reported only one month. For 2021, the FBI noted, "crime estimates will fill in the gaps where data is not available."
In 2022, Miami-Dade, Philadelphia and Chicago got the data in, but Phoenix didn't, and neither did New York or Los Angeles. Crime statistics that don't include information from the two largest U.S. cities would seem to guarantee an incomplete understanding about the state of crime in America.
The stumbling transition to the new FBI reporting system meant big variations in the number of law enforcement agencies that participate year by year. In 2020, 16,572 of 18,641 participated (88 percent). The following year, when the new system was introduced, saw a big drop in participation: just 13,344 of 18,939 (70 percent). The next year, 2022, brought a rebound, with 16,100 of 18,930 participating (85 percent).
But even for 2020, the FBI was missing crime reports from about 2,000 jurisdictions. The most recent complete year in the FBI Crime Data Explorer is 2022, but the numbers in the quarter that Garland cited included data from 13,719 of 19,268 law enforcement agencies in the country -- 71 percent.
After reviewing the figures that Garland touted in June and comparing them to publicly available crime data from localities, crime and data analyst Jeff Asher concluded, "My impression is that the trend direction shown in the FBI data through the first quarter is likely correct but that the overall percent changes are almost certainly overstated by a good bit."
He also observed: "I found places where violent crime was basically spot on compared to publicly available data (like Phoenix, Philadelphia, Houston, Seattle, San Antonio, and Denver), places (like Washington, DC, San Diego and Long Beach) where the FBI's data is understating declines, and places (like Baltimore, Dallas, and New York City) where things are clearly quite wrong in the FBI data (violent crime in Baltimore and Dallas is down but nowhere near as much as suggested by the FBI's data, and NYPD data showed a small uptick in violent crime in Q1 2024)."
There's another complication to keep in mind when discussing crime statistics: The FBI can count only crimes that are reported to the police. Quite a few victims of violent crimes never call the cops. Some victims might believe that there's no point in reporting the crime to the police because the perpetrators are unlikely to be apprehended and punished. Victims of spousal, relationship or child abuse might not want the perpetrator arrested. The "snitches get stitches" threat and other efforts at intimidation likely ensure that some victims of violent crime never fill out a police report.
And undocumented immigrants might make particularly tempting targets for violent criminals, as people who are in the country illegally "are fearful of admitting that they have been a victim of a crime in part because they believe they will be removed (deported) from the United States if they report the crime," according to the Department of Homeland Security.
There's an alternative to measuring crime with police reports: the National Crime Victimization Survey. Each year since 2001, the Justice Department's Bureau of Justice Statistics has collected a nationally representative sample of about 240,000 people in about 150,000 households.
Survey respondents provide information about themselves -- age, sex, race, marital status, education level -- and whether they've been a victim of a violent crime in the past year. Self-reported information is hardly definitive, but it can be useful to consider. The NCVS collects information about the type of crime, whether the crime was reported to police, reasons the crime was or was not reported, and victim experiences with the criminal justice system.
The NCVS data indicates that in 2023, the rate of nonfatal violent victimization in the United States was 22.5 victimizations per 1,000 people age 12 or older, which was similar to the 2022 rate of 23.5 violent victimizations per 1,000 people age 12 or older. Violent victimization includes rape or sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault and simple assault.
That is technically a decline from 2022 to 2023, but it's a decline of one-tenth of a percentage point, so ... not much. We should also note property crimes increased slightly, from 101.9 incidents per 1,000 households to 102.2 incidents.
Despite widely cited FBI statistics about a surging homicide rate during the pandemic years of 2020 and 2021, the NCVS data also indicates that violent victimizations overall were actually lower than in the following years -- 16.4 per 1,000 people in 2020, and 16.5 per 1,000 people in 2021. That might seem unlikely, given news coverage of that period, but it makes sense: Millions of people were stuck at home and worked from home, putting fewer people on the street to commit a crime or be the victim of one.
The NCVS -- which has collected data only through December 2023 -- paints a portrait of a country grappling with a distinctly post-pandemic crime rise, as crimes reported to the police slight increased: In 2023, 44.7 percent of violent victimizations were reported to the police, an increase from 41.5 percent in the previous year.
Perhaps most troublingly, "a smaller percentage of robbery victimizations that occurred in 2023 (42 percentage) than in 2022 (64 percentage) were reported to police, and the percentage of motor vehicle thefts reported to police decreased from 81 percentage in 2022 to 72 percentage in 2023," the Bureau of Justice Statistics reported.
All of which is to say that getting a grip on what's happening with crime in the United States over the past few years is considerably more difficult than politicians, government officials (and journalists) tend to acknowledge. Has the rate of violent crime declined a little in quite a few corners of America? Probably so. That's good news, but it might prove illusory if an increasing number of Americans don't see any point in telling the police that they've been the victim of a crime.
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What's your most memorable letter? I answered your questions about letters to the editor.
Alyssa's live chat with readers began at 11 a.m. ET on Sept. 18. Read the transcript.
By Alyssa Rosenberg | 2024-09-18
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Time is running out to put Biden-named judges on the federal bench
Schumer needs to make confirming judges his top priority.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-09-18

Sen. Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) on Capitol Hill in 2021. (Michael Blackshire/The Washington Post)


The clock is running down on the Biden presidency, and so is the chance to cement a judicial legacy that will last for decades. With very few weeks left on the Senate calendar, it's imperative that Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) make confirming judges his top priority, even amid other pressing business.
No matter what, Joe Biden isn't going to have the outsize impact on the courts that his predecessor enjoyed. With the obstructionist help of then-Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), Donald Trump was able to name three Supreme Court justices; Biden has filled a single vacancy.
Likewise, on the circuit court level, Trump appointed 54 appeals court judges in four years, 30 percent of the current total and almost as many as Barack Obama was able to get through in eight. Biden has had 44 circuit court judges confirmed. That's significantly below Trump's total, and although another four are pending before the Senate, one of those (3rd Circuit nominee Adeel A. Mangi, who would be the first Muslim appeals court judge) appears doomed by opposition from Democrats.
The total number of judges confirmed tells a different story. Overall, Trump named 226 judges. Biden's current total is 211, including six in the past week; there are another 15 nominees awaiting Senate action and more teed up in the Judiciary Committee. That means it's possible, according to the Brookings Institution's Russell Wheeler, that by the end of his term Biden could outrank every president but Jimmy Carter in the four-year total of judges confirmed. (Carter's total is inflated by the fact that Congress created 141 new judgeships during his presidency.)
Outperforming Trump is a silly metric. Yet it's also true that every judge counts -- as the country has learned from the performance of some of Trump's district court nominees, with their issuance of nationwide injunctions to block Biden administration policies.
The need for Schumer to confirm as many judges as possible soon is heightened by the uncertainty of the election results -- not only who will win the presidency but also whether Democrats lose their wafer-thin Senate majority and the ability to control judicial confirmations.
Consider: In the last two years of the Obama presidency, with Republicans in the majority, only two circuit court nominees were confirmed. Overall, Trump inherited 108 vacancies, and McConnell ensured that Biden's total was far lower, just 46. "My motto for the year is 'leave no vacancy behind,'" McConnell told conservative radio host Hugh Hewitt in February 2020. He came close, with just two circuit court spots open. Schumer has had a tougher path, with a bare majority of 51, including independents who caucus with Democrats. For months, Democrats in the Senate were hobbled by death of Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), whose vote was additionally needed to get nominees out of the Judiciary Committee. Then Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) was absent for two months during his bribery trial; the former senator's replacement was just sworn in.
Potentially more problematic, now that those issues have been resolved: Joe Manchin III (D-W.Va.) announced in March that he wouldn't vote for any judicial nominee who lacked any Republican support. "This is my own little filibuster," Manchin told Politico. "If they can't get one Republican, I vote for none."
There may be some softening on Manchin's part. The senator voted Thursday to move forward with confirming 6th Circuit nominee Kevin Ritz, despite the absence of GOP support. "When the senator found out that the opposition to Mr. Ritz's nomination was largely based on political reasons as to how the WH handled the process, and not on his qualifications, he was not prepared to play that game," a Manchin spokesperson told Axios. It remains to be seen how that new distinction between process and substance will affect Manchin down the road.
Nonetheless, Schumer's margin for maneuvering is vanishingly slim. With Vice President Kamala Harris occupied on the campaign trail, she can't be counted on to cast a deciding vote in her role as president of the Senate -- although, perhaps, that difficulty could be offset by the absence of GOP vice-presidential nominee JD Vance (Ohio.)
The administration is understandably anxious to get these nominations moving. White House Chief of Staff Jeff Zients had a phone call with Schumer last week to talk about the plan for the coming weeks, including dealing with judges. It was no accident that, after the welcome-back pleasantries, the opening words of Schumer's "Dear Colleague" letter the following weekend stressed judicial confirmations. "Throughout the coming weeks, we will continue confirming the Biden-Harris administration's well-qualified judges and nominees," Schumer wrote.
Still, the Senate's cumbersome rules make confirmations a slog, particularly when it comes to circuit nominees. With the filibuster gone for judges, they can be confirmed with a bare majority, not the previous 60 votes. But the rules still require that the Senate set aside 30 hours of debate time for appeals court nominees, potentially eating up valuable floor time that could be spent on other nominations or legislation. Some of those hours can be spread over a weekend so as not to interfere with other business, but still, judicial nominations take time.
So, Schumer and Senate Democrats need to plan and prioritize, both for the two weeks of working sessions remaining before the election and the lame-duck session after. Because the likelihood is that everything becomes even more urgent once the votes are counted.
If Trump wins the election, confirming a last batch of Democratic judges is essential. If Harris wins but Democrats lose the Senate majority, the same is true (see McConnell obstructionism, above). And if Democrats hold both the White House and Senate, the more quickly Democratic nominees assume the bench, the better.
As much as we may wish party affiliation didn't matter so much for judicial nominees, that is not the 21st-century federal judiciary.
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Haiti security mission is floundering. It needs more money and support.
The Kenyan-led operation has a manpower shortage. The United States wants a U.N. force to take over.
By Editorial Board | 2024-09-18

Military and police officers from Jamaica arrive in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Sept. 12.(Johnson Sabin/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


As former president Donald Trump and his running mate, Sen. JD Vance (Ohio), stand by debunked smears that Haitian migrants in Springfield, Ohio, have been eating pets, it might be useful to recall why so many Haitians have come to the United States in the first place. By and large, they fled the gang violence and chaos that engulfed their Caribbean homeland after the assassination of its president in 2021. The Biden administration granted them temporary protected status   in June for 18 months, allowing around 309,000 Haitians already in the United States  to live and work here legally -- using a designation offered only to citizens of 16 unstable countries, including Afghanistan, Myanmar, Venezuela and Ukraine.
To be sure, there are intermittent signs of progress in restoring security and governance to Haiti. The first contingent of Kenyan police, operating under a United Nations-approved mandate, arrived in June after months of delay to help the Haitian police wrest back control from armed gangs. A new broad-based transitional council is in place, along with a generally respected acting prime minister, Garry Conille. Some commerce has returned to the capital, Port-au-Prince, and the country's main port and airport have reopened.
Still, the situation on the ground looks grim and is likely to remain so without a much greater show of international support and resources. Only around 400 Kenyan police have deployed, far fewer than the 1,000 Kenya pledged, about a year after authorization for their presence. The entire Multinational Security Support Mission  is supposed to number around 2,500 security personnel including the Kenyans plus police from other countries, such as the Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica, Benin, Belize, Chad and Bangladesh.  But so far, only Jamaica and Belize have sent police -- about two dozen total.
The main issue is funding. This is not an official U.N. peacekeeping operation, which would be paid for out of the United Nations' budget. It's sponsored from voluntary contributions. The United States  is paying $380 million of the total $600 million tab, with Canada providing close to $60 million. That leaves a $160 million shortfall, and until it is resolved additional security forces won't be coming. As it is, the Kenyans already face a lack of equipment and delayed wages. 
Without adequate manpower and equipment, the Kenyans and Haitian police have largely restricted their activity to downtown Port-au-Prince. They have logged some successes, such as retaking control of the capital's largest public hospital. But gangs hold sway in around 80 percent of the city, having retreated to sprawling violence-wracked areas of the city such as Cite Soleil, Bel Air and Solino. Haitian civilians, still being killed as the gangs battle over rivalries and turf, are growing impatient. Some have protested against the Kenyan-led forces for not moving more quickly against the gangs. They were met with tear gas.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken in Haiti this month acknowledged a need for more funding and more personnel. He also said the mission needed to be "something that's reliable, that's sustainable." The United States is proposing that the current multinational mission, whose mandate expires in October, be renewed for another year then turned over to a full-fledged U.N. peacekeeping mission in October 2025 -- so it could then be paid out of the U.N. budget. A U.S. draft resolution to that effect is circulating before the Security Council. But Haitians broadly are resistant to any new U.N. mission; past U.N. troop deployments have been blamed for helping trigger a cholera outbreak in Haiti that killed 10,000 people and for sexual abuse of Haitian children.
The mandate for the current Kenyan-led mission is to help Haiti's own police create conditions for free elections to put  a new government in office no later than February 2026. That timeline seems ambitious. Planning can't happen while gangs hold sway in most of the capital and the countryside, ineffectively challenged by an ill-equipped, underfunded international force. Wresting back control will be difficult and, possibly, bloody. There might have to be negotiations and compromises with the various factions in which they disarm in return for incorporation into the political process.
That's a long way off. What's needed now is money. The United States needs to put diplomatic pressure on the other G-20 countries, among others, to step up with more funding -- and quickly. Haiti needs a return to democratic elections and accountable government; Haitians last voted in 2016. But first Haiti needs security. Without it, there will be a lot more Haitians trying to flee the mayhem, including to the United States.
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Popular D.C. doughnut shop plays on with support from punk rockers
Donut Run in Takoma has lines of customers waiting for vegan doughnuts hand-crafted by members of D.C.'s punk music community.
By Hau Chu | 2024-09-19

The staff of Donut Run, a popular doughnut shop in the Takoma neighborhood of D.C., work through the night to deliver fresh doughnuts. The store's team, made up mainly of punk rockers, balances playing on local stages and making doughnuts. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)


It's 3 a.m. on a Sunday morning in the Takoma neighborhood of Northwest Washington. The streets are mostly quiet past last call. But inside the cozy, bubblegum-pink storefront of Donut Run, the lights are on, French punk music is humming over the speakers and the smell of freshly made vegan doughnuts wafts through the air.
Workers on the first shift, who have been there since 9 p.m., are about to clock out. They've spent the dead of night mixing ingredients and preparing the various glazes and toppings for cake and raised doughnuts.
Owner Nicole Dao and general manager Jason Toner are just starting to dip, dunk and decorate those treats behind the counter of their empty store. The shop has thrived because of folks like Dao, Toner and 14 other staff members working at odd hours.
Hardcore, punk and other offbeat bands thrash around some of D.C.'s most intimate concert stages, such as Pie Shop or Rhizome. Spend enough time at those spots and you'll see some of the same musicians squeezing their bodies behind the counter and cramped kitchen of Donut Run to flex a different creative muscle.
Nearly all got jobs at this shop because they were already friends with Dao or Toner or in bands around the DMV with people who know them. Some bounce lyric ideas off each other during downtime at the store. They shrug off the less-than-ideal sleep schedule: Sure, a bit more rest would be great in between practices, shows and shifts, but they know it's rare to have a workplace that can also serve as a punk clubhouse.
Some of the creative types across the region have to conform to dress codes and sit in endless meetings at office jobs by day to pay the bills. But Donut Run employees wear band T-shirts, show off arm-sleeve tattoos and dream up new music -- all on the job.
On a recent weekend, Dao, 35, was less than a month removed from more than two weeks touring Europe with D.C.-based punk rock band Glitterer. She was preparing for another two-week run of gigs on the West Coast and shows in Japan and Southeast Asia on the horizon.
Glitterer may be the most notable of the bands represented in the Donut Run workforce. Dao has no illusions that punk music is a moneymaking venture, but she was drawn to it because of the community it fosters. In fact, the reason she's playing keyboard in that band? This shop.
The quartet was a solo project of Ned Russin before he expanded it. Dao said Russin was working at the shop, spending hours constructing countless numbers of soft pink doughnut boxes, when he asked her to join.

Nicole Dao, co-owner of Donut Run, poses for a portrait outside the store at dawn earlier this month. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)


Dao moved last year into a more administrative role to juggle scheduling, which she likens to being the store's tour manager. She's in charge of juggling shift swaps to accommodate her employees' gigs.
"Everybody knows you kind of pick up slack for the other," Toner said. "Everybody gets their shot."
Dao, a resident of D.C.'s Brightwood neighborhood, had never played in a band before 2020 or so. Similarly, the longtime vegan had never made doughnuts professionally, but she wanted to show how good a treat made with no animal products could be.
"I didn't have any ideas about tapping into the [music] scene," Dao said. "Eventually word spread that [Donut Run] needed help -- that's just how our community is -- and it was mutually beneficial for so many people.
"I'm proud that we've kind of cultivated this community from it," she said. "Sometimes it does feel like we're in a little family around here."
Toner, 35, drums for two bands. He's in the middle of a run of practices and shows with RDX, a D.C. punk quartet featuring guitarist Kevin Caballero, who clocks into the doughnut shop at 6 a.m. Toner spent a decade making pastries at Sticky Fingers, another vegan bakery in D.C., before joining Dao, a friend from high school, at her shop.

Jason Toner of Donut Run works through the night. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)


Toner, who lives in Bladensburg, Md., tries to get in bed by 6 or 7 p.m., but understands some weeks are just going to be a bear. He was worked at Donut Run since August 2021.
"Last week was super insane for me," Toner said of preparing for a concert the coming week while recovering from covid. "Because, well, I need money because I missed a week of work. But I also need to practice. So, I worked 50-something hours and had a band practice every day. Some weeks you just burn it at both ends."
Six in the morning strikes and the daylight crew starts to trickle in. Around 2,000 doughnuts get made on weekend days, while 600 to 1,000 are standard during the rest of the week.

The staff of Donut Run open the shop at 7 a.m. on a recent Saturday. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)



Elita Najera prepares the doughnut display earlier this month. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)


Elita Najera, 19, is one of the newest additions to the staff as well as the youngest. The Guatemalan native fronts Posicion Unida, which had its first show on the Fourth of July. She's running on an hour of sleep partly because of a co-worker's birthday party the night before. Caballero, 27, strolls in -- wishing he could've made that same party -- but on top of his three bands, he's been working a second job at night as a server to make ends meet and support his partner.
"When I walk in here," Najera said, "I don't feel so tired anymore. I get to be with my friends and people I care about."
Aidan Tydings Lynch was perhaps the most bleary-eyed of the bunch. The 24-year-old drums in six bands, including Corvo with Caballero, and booked it from a show in Philadelphia the night before with his death-metal trio, Entrail Asphyxiation. He needed to make it back for the early shift he's been working since summer 2022.
He's tried working at places like Michaels in Silver Spring, Md. But what drew him to Donut Run and its surrounding music community was the shared sense of feeling like a bit of a weirdo.
So, he was doing what he could to stay light on his feet.
Toner walked back to the kitchen and chimed in: "Black metal already?" Notes from Swedish black metal pioneers Bathory were blaring through the kitchen from a tinny portable speaker.
"Yeah," Tydings Lynch said in between piping guava filling into a doughnut. "I got two-and-a-half hours of sleep, Toner."

Nicole Dao uses a torch for the shop's creme brulee doughnuts. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)


The display cases of doughnuts are set and the door is unlocked at 7 a.m. A few customers are already waiting -- a common sight on most weekends since the shop's opening in January 2021. Some have been texted instructions from a loved one who has studied the flavor list on Instagram. Some families are still in their Sunday morning pajamas.
Dozens of glazed doughnuts are quick to go. Every other confection will end up selling out by just after noon.

Riley Sullivan, 3, enjoys a doughnut hole from Donut Run. The Sullivan family tries to come at least once a month, and usually finds themselves at the store once every couple of weeks. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)


At 8 a.m., one customer grabbed a half dozen doughnuts and one of the branded shirts the shop sells. He asked the people behind the counter whether they had seen that the drummer for Snail Mail, an ascendant indie rock trio from Maryland, had worn one of their shirts during the band's Friday night performance at Wolf Trap.
"Oh, yeah, that's Ray [Brown]," Dao said with a chuckle. "He works here."
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Buying for the long haul: How to choose a resilient house
Learn how your home was built and how to make it stronger
By Michele Lerner | 2024-09-19
After a hot stormy summer, homeowners are more aware than ever of the toll that extreme temperatures, high winds, torrential rain and power outages can have on their families and homes. Home buyers naturally place a higher priority on the location and layout of a home but given the increasing instances of extreme weather and the high cost of repairs, they may want to take a closer look at the property's resilience to climate change.
"Properties that never had water issues are now experiencing them because of the more severe weather patterns we're experiencing," said Tony Cammarota, a real estate agent with RE/MAX Distinctive in D.C.
While water issues can be hazardous and costly to repair, flying debris such as tree branches can damage roofs and windows. But there are steps buyers can take to evaluate risk before buying and that homeowners can take to mitigate risk before a storm.

Damage from Hurricane Beryl in Galveston, Tex., in July. Preparing a home for extreme weather can help reduce risks to property. (Danielle Villasana for The Washington Post) 


Home inspections, whether a full two- to three-hour evaluation of a house or an hour-long pre-offer inspection, are highly recommended, Cammarota said.
"Buyers should follow the inspector to learn how systems work, how to maintain their home and to look for signs of previous damage," he said.
Leslie Chapman-Henderson, president and CEO of the Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH), based in Tallahassee, recommends that buyers and homeowners find out which building code was used when their home was built with the InspecttoProtect.org tool.
"The building code is like a cookbook that tells you what ingredients and cooking methods were used to build your house," Chapman-Henderson said. "The site will show you what upgrades to consider depending on when it was built."
For example, older codes allowed roofs to be attached with an angled nail, while new methods use straps, metal clips and roof trusses, she said.

The aftermath of Hurricane Ida in Houma, La., in 2021. (Michael Robinson Chavez for The Washington Post) 



A damaged roof after a tornado from Hurricane Harvey in 2017. (David J. Phillip/AP) 



A roofing crew installs shingles. (Ryan J. Lane/Getty Images) 


"You can also research the history of local disasters such as floods, tornadoes and hurricanes that have impacted the house," Chapman-Henderson said. "Now, though, severe thunderstorms sometimes cause damage that exceeds other insurance claims because of climate change and an aging housing stock."
She recommends talking to neighbors when visiting a house and doing internet research on news reports about the neighborhood.

Experts suggest learning about a house's strengths and weaknesses before buying. (iStock) 


Whether you're purchasing a home or already own one, you can download the FLASH Buyers Guide to Resilient Homes and print checklists to share with your home inspector or a contractor.
Start on the outside and check to see what materials were used for your home, suggests Rob Farrie, vice president of construction for Anthony Wilder Design/Build in Cabin John, Md.
"Wood products tend to rot, but newer homes are built with cementitious board siding or Boral ash siding that are more resistant to climate impacts and require less maintenance," Farrie said. "You also want to check the foundation coating and drain board system to make sure it channels water to a French drain."
Foundations deteriorate over time depending on the material, Farrie said.
"You want to look inside at an unfinished basement to see if you can see effluence such as white streaks or soil streaks on a cinder block or cement wall," he said. "It's harder to see that in a finished basement, so that's when it's really important to look at the grading outside to make sure moisture is diverted away from a house."

Flooding in Seven Springs, N.C., after Hurricane Florence in 2018. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post). 


Landscaping issues can contribute to a home's resilience to storms.
"You need to make sure the trees are healthy and that you don't have branches overhanging the roof or too close to windows," said Marnie Oursler, owner of Marnie Oursler Custom Homes in Bethany Beach, Del. "The grading should divert water away from the house and so should the gutters. You can also add gutter guards to improve their functionality."

Anita Wolfsteiner walks through a neighbor's yard in Houston after Hurricane Beryl in July. (Danielle Villasana for The Washington Post) 


In addition to branches causing roof damage, as trees grow, their root systems can damage pipes and create plumbing issues, Cammarota said.
Check out the roof warranty with the sellers and have a home inspector look for water damage and to make sure the roof is installed properly, Oursler said.

Rocks and debris litter streets and driveways along Fryman Canyon in Studio City, Calif., after an atmospheric river blasted central and Southern California in February. (Michael Robinson Chavez for The Washington Post) 


When you're building or remodeling a home, improvement projects can increase your household's comfort during extreme temperatures and reduce weather-related impacts.
"Houses are often designed with the expectation that rain will come straight down, but heavy downpours are often sideways, so we use drainage house wrap between the sheathing and the drywall with a self-sealer to reduce the chances of water damage," Oursler said. "You should also make sure the roof shingles are secured properly and that there are no gaps in the siding or around the windows and doors that could let water seep inside."
Oursler recommends watching the water flow during a heavy downpour to make sure it doesn't enter your home.
"If you're adding hardscape to a yard, you can choose eco-friendly products that allow water to penetrate the surface with drainage underneath that diverts the water away from the house," Oursler said.
New homes are built with a sump pump to prevent water infiltration, Cammarota said. Depending on the site, a sump pump can be added for about $15,000.
"You may want to install a generator to make sure your sump pump continues to work during an extended power outage," he said.

Building inspectors can document leaks and pooling water. (Getty Images) 



A diesel portable generator can be an asset during a power outage but should be used with caution. (Lex20/Getty Images/iStock) 



Insulation can help a home stay comfortable longer during a power outage. (Banks Photos/Getty Images) 


If you're in a flood-prone area, Chapman-Henderson recommends using a platform to elevate appliances from the lower level of the house. Moving electrical sockets higher on the wall can prevent water infiltration.
"You should also elevate any fuel tanks outside and make sure they can't break free in a storm," Chapman-Henderson said.
She recommends reviewing FEMA's Flood Smart tool, which shows that even a small amount of water that infiltrates your home can cause thousands of dollars or damage.
"We've recently done research that shows how important it is to board up your garage door or install a brace on it before a hurricane," Chapman-Henderson said. "We discovered that if garage doors fail, the roof is more likely to fail as well in high winds."

Experts recommend elevating certain elements of a home, such as a  heating oil storage tank, for better prevention. (Michael Krinkle/Getty Images) 


To mitigate extreme heat or cold, you may want to upgrade to a high-efficiency heating and air conditioning system.
"It's illegal to use a type of Freon that older air conditioning systems use, so you may have to get a new system," Cammarota said. Typically, that costs $9,000 to $15,000 but will be more efficient and reduce utility bills.
Adding spray foam insulation to an attic or during a renovation can help your system work more efficiently and make your home stay comfortable longer during a power outage, Farrie said.
"In a house we remodeled recently the second floor was 74 degrees and the attic was 95 degrees," Farrie said. "We added spray foam insulation to the attic and the temperature difference went down to five degrees."

Replacement windows can provide insulation and strength. 
(Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post) 


Chapman-Henderson recommends weatherizing your home with caulk around all windows, doors and flashing.
"An attic solar fan costs about $350 and can reduce the stress on your air conditioning in summer by keeping your attic cooler," she said. "In the winter, it can reduce moisture and prevent ice dams that occur when hot and cold air collide."
Shutters and blackout curtains can also mitigate extreme temperatures, she said.
A more costly option but worthwhile if your windows and doors are older is to replace them with newer glass that offers better insulation and strength.
While shopping for new counters or upgrading your floors may be more fun, taking the steps to make your home more resilient to climate impacts can keep you and your family safe, reduce repairs and potentially avoid insurance claims.
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Couple is left stunned when each proposes to the other at the same moment
Rachel Hundertmark and Rashad Polk had each secretly planned to propose to each other. At a concert in Maryland, they got on a knee at the same time.
By Cathy Free | 2024-09-19

Rachel Hundertmark, left, and Rashad Polk, center, proposed to each other simultaneously, shocking each other at the Modest Mouse concert in Columbia, Md. in June. At right is Jasmine Halstead, Hundertmark's daughter, who recorded the moment. (Rachel Hundertmark/Rachel Hundertmark )


Rachel Hundertmark and Rashad Polk have been inseparable since they shared their first kiss at a concert of indie rock band Modest Mouse in Baltimore 21/2 years ago.
Polk said that for months, he knew he wanted to propose to Hundertmark, but she'd once mentioned that she'd never been married and had no desire to try it.
"I'd never been married either, but I really wanted to give it a shot," said Polk, 41.
Then this past spring, Hundertmark, 36, quietly thought to herself that perhaps she did want to tie the knot with Polk. After all, they'd talked about a future together.
"I thought, 'If I want to be with Rashad forever, then I might as well make it official and put a label on it," she said. "But I didn't want a traditional proposal."
She got her wish.
Modest Mouse was appearing at Merriweather Post Pavilion in Columbia, Md. on June 14, and since they were attending, Hundertmark decided she would buy a ring and propose to Polk at the concert.
Hundertmark told her daughter, Jasmine Halstead, 16, about her plan, and Jasmine agreed that she would attend the performance and record the proposal. Hundertmark also invited her mom and several friends and relatives to attend with general admission tickets.
Nobody knew that Polk was quietly working up a proposal plan of his own for the same night. Two weeks before the concert, Polk took Jasmine aside and told her that he was planning to propose to her mom there.
"I told Jasmine, 'I'm nervous, but I really want to do this big thing -- are you cool with it?'" Polk recalled.
"I was trying hard not to laugh, but I said, 'Sure, that makes me really happy,'" Jasmine said. "Then I knew I had two secrets to keep."
On the big night, Hundertmark and Polk each tucked diamond rings into their pockets and headed to the venue to spread out a quilt and sit on the lawn.
As Modest Mouse launched into their second song, "Dashboard," Hundertmark said she tapped her daughter twice on her arm to signal that it was time to start filming.

Rachel Hundertmark and Rashad Polk proposed to each other at the same time at the Modest Mouse concert in Columbia, Md., on June 14.


Hundertmark pulled a purple ring box from her pocket, lowered herself onto one knee and asked Polk if he would marry her.
"I told him that I wanted to spend the rest of my life on the Merriweather lawn with him," she said.
Polk burst into surprised laughter and pulled a white ring box from his pocket as he joined her on one knee.
"I was absolutely shocked," he said. "We both forgot to say 'yes' -- we just hugged each other and cried, we were so happy."

Rachel Hundertmark and Rashad Polk hugged and cried after they simultaneously proposed to each other. (Jasmine Halstead)


As everyone around them applauded, Jasmine kept recording.
"It was a lot of fun to keep their secret, but I was glad it was finally out," she said. "It was such a great moment, and I was happy to play a part."
Last month, Hundertmark decided to share Jasmine's video on TikTok, where it quickly racked up almost 475,000 views.
"The way my jaw dropped when he pulled out a ring too! Instant tears," one person commented on TikTok.
"Awwww now this was so cute!!! Ladies don't try this at home ya'll, man might just have lint in his pockets. Congrats," another follower posted.

Rachel Hundertmark and Rashad Polk both came to a summer concert with engagement rings tucked inside their pockets. (Rachel Hundertmark)


Hundertmark said she shouldn't have been surprised that she and Polk proposed at the same time.
"We've always been on the same wavelength, so it feels like it was just meant to be," she said.
"I hope that by sharing the video, other women will be inspired to take charge if they want to," she added. "I feel empowered to live in an age and a time where I can propose to the man that I love."

Jasmine Halstead, left, Rashad Polk and Rachel Hundertmark at home in Baltimore earlier this year. (Rachel Hundertmark )


She and Polk met in 2019 during a work project, but didn't reconnect until April 2022, Hundertmark said. Both attend Baltimore City Community College, where she is a computer studies undergraduate student and Polk is pursuing a technical management master's degree.
They're now making plans for a Sept. 28, 2025 wedding at the Bon Secours Retreat & Conference Center in Marriottsville, Md., where they first got to know each other in 2019.
"When we get married, it will be almost six years to the day that we met," Polk said.
"We'll definitely be playing some Modest Mouse music at the wedding," Hundertmark added.
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D.C.-area forecast: A sprinkling of showers today before a mainly dry weekend
The weekend looks mainly dry with at least peeks of sunshine as the autumn equinox arrives.
By David Streit | 2024-09-19
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
6/10: These wimpy showers get only disdain, what we need is a real rain.
While we missed most of the meaningful rains this week, we will at least continue to enjoy a fine stretch of fall weather. The weekend looks mainly dry with at least peeks of sunshine. The autumnal equinox arrives officially Sunday morning.
Today (Thursday): A few very light showers may linger in the morning but, by midday, most of the activity has shifted back to our south. Clouds should break up in the afternoon with highs mainly in the mid- to upper 70s. Humidity remains comfortably moderate with light north winds. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Partly cloudy skies should allow a view of the not-quite-full moon rising in the east. Winds calm and lows slip to the upper 50s to lower 60s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Sunshine is more plentiful and shower chances are close to nil. Light north winds help keep temperatures moderate with highs in the mid-70s to lower 80s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Fair skies and minimal breezes as temperatures in the 70s grace the evening. Lows reach the upper 50s to mid-60s. Confidence: High

Cloudy skies over the Washington Monument in late August. (Brian Paeth/Flickr)


Saturday is delightful with mostly sunny skies and highs in the mid-70s to near 80. Humidity remains a non-factor so outdoor activities seem like a must. The greatest risk for a shower comes overnight as an upper-air disturbance zips across the area. Lows are mid-50s to lower 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
A storm parked well off the East Coast keeps a Midwest storm struggling to near us on Sunday/Monday. Clouds scatter across the area, but shower chances remain very low. Highs only top out in the low to mid-70s with lows in the mid-50s to lower 60s. Confidence: Medium-High
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Portrait of Richard Saslaw, Virginia's longest-serving senator, is unveiled 
Virginia's longest-serving state senator when he retired in January, Richard Saslaw is getting his own portrait in the building where he spent 44 years as a senator.
By Laura Vozzella | 2024-09-19

Former state Sen. Richard L. Saslaw (D-Fairfax) looks on at the unveiling of his portrait on Wednesday at the Virginia General Assembly Building along with his daughter, Jennifer; grandson, Henry; and wife, Eleanor. (Gregory S. Schneider/The Washington Post)


RICHMOND -- Hardly any Virginian has haunted the state Capitol as long as Richard L. Saslaw -- save for Thomas Jefferson, who designed the place and stands there still in bronze.
Virginia's longest-serving state senator when he retired in January, Saslaw is getting his own permanent perch in the white-columned building where he spent 44 years as a senator and four before that as a state delegate: an official portrait.
Unveiled on Wednesday afternoon in the General Assembly Building, the painting  was installed afterward in the Capitol next door. The soup pot in the Senate break room would have been a fitting location, Senate Clerk Susan Clarke Schaar  had suggested in jest, but it went instead at the top of the stairs leading to the Senate chamber.
More than 100 people -- legislators from both chambers and both sides of the aisle; Senate staffers; lobbyists and friends -- looked on as Saslaw's wife, Eleanor; daughter, Jennifer; and 8-year-old grandson, Henry, pulled off a blue cloth to reveal the painting.
They rose and applauded the image inside the big gold frame: The silver-haired former Senate majority leader stands at the edge of the Capitol Rotunda, Jean-Antoine Houdon's marble statue of George Washington over one shoulder, a wily smile on his face.
Richmond artist Loryn Brazier, who has paintings in the permanent collection of the Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery, worked from photographs but also studied the famously wisecracking former senator in person.
"Susan said this is going to be the most fun portrait subject you've ever had," Brazier said, referring to the Senate clerk. "And it's true, he was. He's the only portrait [subject] I ever had that thought that maybe I made him look too young."
Saslaw has long made jokes about his age, though at 84 the former University of Maryland track star remains a regular jogger. Invitations for the unveiling paired his picture beside one of Jefferson, with the state's second governor announcing the event for "my good friend Senator Dick Saslaw."
A larger-than-life cutout of Jefferson stood beside the portrait in the Senate committee room where the unveiling took place.
In brief remarks, Saslaw noted that when he joined the House in 1976, the speaker was John Warren Cooke, who was born in 1915 to a former Confederate soldier and his much younger wife.
"When you've been in any job long enough that you can tell people you served with somebody whose father fought in the Civil War, it's probably time," he said.
Even if he came along a little too late for Jefferson, Saslaw served with 13 other governors. He was a House delegate from 1976 to 1980, when he moved to the Senate. Saslaw led the Senate's Democratic Caucus for a quarter-century, largely sticking with pro-big-business, pro-death-penalty stances as his party grew more liberal. But he moved to the left on some issues, including abortion and LGBTQ rights. He pushed for higher spending for education, transportation and health care and supported raising the state's minimum wage.
Former delegate Lacey Putney, a Bedford Democrat turned independent who ended his career caucusing with Republicans, still holds the record as the state's longest-serving legislator, serving 52 years, from 1962 to 2014. But Saslaw has the longest tenure of any senator.
That distinction didn't automatically entitle Saslaw to an official portrait, something the Senate normally commissions for just two people: the Senate Finance Committee chairperson and the lieutenant governor, who presides over the chamber.
But given Saslaw's record-breaking status, the Senate voted unanimously early this year to commission his portrait.
"Anybody who has served as many years as Dick Saslaw has deserves more than a gold watch and a fountain pen," said state Sen. L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth).
Legislators were in no danger of forgetting Saslaw, whose quick wit helped him make deals and friends across the aisle. Senate Majority Leader Scott A. Surovell (D-Fairfax), who regularly hears from Saslaw, said the portrait  will keep him front and center.
"We're going to have to look at it every day as we walk from our caucus room upstairs," he joked. "And thank God portraits here don't work like they work in Harry Potter, right -- talk to you, you know?"
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Trial begins for ex-Fairfax officer charged with involuntary manslaughter
Former Fairfax County police officer Wesley Shifflett has said he believed he saw the man he fatally shot reaching for a weapon. Police did not find a weapon. 
By Emma Uber | 2024-09-19

Fairfax County Courthouse in Fairfax, Va., on April 18, 2022. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Fairfax County prosecutors and lawyers for former police sergeant Wesley Shifflett presented jurors with a split screen of the moments before he fatally shot Timothy McCree Johnson outside a shopping mall last year.
A lawyer for Shifflett, then a sergeant with more than 10 years of experience, said the officer feared for his life when he chased Johnson over suspicion that he had stolen sunglasses from a Nordstrom inside a shopping mall. Convinced Johnson had a weapon, Shifflett fired his gun twice, the lawyer, Caleb Kershner, told jurors during opening statements Wednesday in Fairfax County Circuit Court.
Johnson, 37, was unarmed, said prosecutor Barry Zweig, who argued that shoplifting should not mean a death sentence.
Kershner asked the jurors to put themselves in Shifflett's shoes, with the information he had on Feb. 22, 2023.
"He had to make a decision based on what he saw. A last-second decision -- does he go home or does he die here?" Kershner said.
A grand jury initially declined to charge Shifflett, but a judge cleared the way for Fairfax prosecutors to try again. He ultimately was indicted last October on involuntary manslaughter and reckless discharge of a weapon in the death of Johnson.
The Fairfax County Police Department announced his firing in a news conference about a month after Johnson's death. Then, Police Chief Kevin Davis said Shifflett had violated the department's use-of-force protocols.
Body-camera footage played in court Wednesday from Lt. Michael Connor, Shifflett's supervisor at the time, captured the aftermath of the shooting. Three gunshots are audible as Connor runs through a dark, wooded area toward a panting and dirt-covered Shifflett and asks if he is injured. In the background, Johnson is lying on the ground and can be heard saying, "I don't have nothing. I'm shot, man. Please hurry."
Connor on Wednesday testified that Shifflett told him in the moments after the shooting that he had seen Johnson reach toward his waist with both hands but he didn't think Johnson "got a shot off."
Collins Kenlak, the then-assistant asset protection manager at the Nordstrom, testified on Wednesday that he was confused about why officers had chased Johnson at all.
Although prosecutors said Johnson ultimately was found to have stolen two pairs of sunglasses valued at about $850 from the store in Tysons Corner Center mall, store surveillance footage shows he had returned the glasses store workers first alerted police about.
Kenlak said he advised police officers that there was no reason to pursue Johnson, who he said set off the store's alarm a second time as he left. "As soon as those glasses were returned, I made it clear we don't have any reason to approach him," he said.
Ultimately, multiple Fairfax County police officers ran after Johnson and two opened fire, though authorities said Shifflett fired the fatal shot.
Police body-camera footage shows Johnson running toward a dark wooded area, then appearing to stop and crouch down. Shifflett can be heard ordering Johnson to "stop reaching," while Johnson can be heard replying: "I'm not reaching for nothing. I don't have nothing."
This case marks the second time Fairfax County Commonwealth's Attorney Steve Descano has called for a special grand jury to hear a case since taking office in 2019, according to his office. The first was in the killing of Bijan Ghaisar by U.S. Park Police in 2017, which yielded an indictment of two officers on manslaughter charges. A federal judge later dismissed the case.
In the run-up to trial, Fairfax County Circuit Court Judge Randy I. Bellows denied prosecutors' requests to introduce evidence that the officer had aimed his gun at suspected shoplifters twice in the 13 months leading up to Johnson's shooting. He granted their request to acknowledge that Johnson was unarmed when Shifflett shot him -- information that Shifflett's attorney had sought to exclude from trial.
Fairfax County Chief Public Defender Dawn Butorac said she had turned over information on the two previous incidents to prosecutors last year. She said she disagreed with the decision to exclude that information from trial.
"Mr. Shifflett should be held responsible because he had a pattern of repeatedly being overzealous and using his weapon on incredibly low-level and minor events," Butorac said in an interview Tuesday.
Some of Johnson's criminal history is permitted to be included in the trial, while other parts of his criminal record are barred from discussion, court filings show.
Attorneys can discuss that, at age 17, Johnson pleaded guilty to juvenile second-degree assault after nearly hitting a Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives agent while attempting to steal a car. However, a 2019 involuntary manslaughter charge that Johnson received after driving under the influence in a fatal Washington car crash will not be mentioned during the trial.
"It's crazy that something that happened when the defendant was 17 that Shifflett had no clue about was deemed relevant, yet Shifflett pulling his gun for petty offenses was not relevant," Butorac said.
The trial is expected to stretch into next week.
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85-year-old woman dies after car crash with Pr. George's police officer
Jeanette Benthall of Largo died of her injuries following a crash with an on-duty county police officer Sept. 9.
By Jasmine Hilton | 2024-09-18

(Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


An 85-year-old woman from Largo, Md., died Saturday of her injuries after an earlier car crash with a Prince George's County patrol officer, according to the department.
Prince George's County police are investigating the cause of the fatal collision in the Largo area that killed Jeanette Benthall and injured an on-duty patrol officer, police said.
About 11:20 a.m. on Sept. 9, the patrol officer and Benthall "collided in the intersection" of Campus Way South and Joyceton Drive, police said in a news release. Both drivers were taken to a hospital, where Benthall died days later.
The officer has been released from the hospital and their duty status is unchanged, police said. The department did not release the officer's name.
Police said detectives are working to collect video evidence and to speak to witnesses.
A person who identified themselves as a relative of Benthall declined to comment Wednesday afternoon when reached by phone.
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PM Update: Occasional raindrops tonight, ending for a warmer Thursday
After a damp day, there's a bit more rain to come. We should see sunshine return tomorrow, which pushes highs nearer 80. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-09-18

Forecast precipitation through tomorrow from the Weather Service. (weatherbell.com)


Despite occasional raindrops much of the day, they didn't add up to a whole lot locally after the morning. That should continue to be the case ahead as we await the end of the wet. We may need to keep dodging drops through tomorrow morning or so, but they shouldn't be too problematic. After highs in the 70s today, temperatures bounce back up, as well.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: Some more showers are possible at times this evening and overnight. Focuses may be southeast and west of town, with everyone potentially seeing another tenth or two of an inch. Skies stay mostly to fully cloudy. Lows range from about 60 to 65.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Maybe a few more showers, especially in the morning. We should also see skies trending clearer with time and rain chances dwindling into the afternoon. Highs end up close to 80 or into the low 80s most spots.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
Rain update: About 0.25 to 0.75 inches of rain fell across the area since yesterday. Some spots locally saw as little as 0.10 inches and as much as an inch or so. Totals may still rise somewhat from current before rain ends.

Storm rainfall totals through this afternoon. (National Weather Service)


Tallies through 4 p.m. include:
It's mainly a slow rain if occasional, which has helped it soak in a bit. We could use more, but not a bad little dousing.
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D.C. homicides: Tracking the District's violent crime in 2024
An updating database and map of D.C. homicides in 2024. The pace of killings this year has slowed compared to 2023.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-09-18
Homicides in the District reached a quarter-century high in 2023, the fifth-highest murder rate among the nation's biggest cities. The pace has slowed so far this year.
While homicides in D.C. spiked in 2023, they did not reach the numbers that occurred during the late 1980s and early 1990s, when the District was dubbed the nation's murder capital because of bloodshed fueled by the crack epidemic.
While the number of homicides varies from year to year, the concentration of killings remains constant: areas east of the Anacostia River in wards 7 and 8, which account for more than half of this year's deadly violence.
The gunfire this year has been both targeted and indiscriminate. One man was killed in a possible robbery after dropping off his girlfriend near her home. Gunfire has also robbed the lives of some of the District's youngest residents -- a 3-year-old girl riding in her family's SUV killed in crossfire. A teen was gunned down outside of a recreation center. Most of the deadly violence, police say, has unfolded between people with some sort of prior relationship, and it has most acutely devastated the city's Black residents, many of whom live in neighborhoods with long histories of divestment.
The Washington Post's homicide tracker is based on data compiled by Post reporters after police release information about individual homicides in 2024. Data collected by The Post includes victim gender and age and the method of killing. Homicide data will be updated weekly or as needed. Historical homicide data, provided to add context, was obtained from the FBI's database.
Reporting by Peter Hermann, Emily Davies and Jenny Gathright. Data analysis by John D. Harden. Graphics by Eric Lau.
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Police conflate names of officers in fatal shooting of Justin Robinson 
D.C. police conflated the identities of two officers in the fatal shooting of Justin Robinson during a briefing with reporters, leading to incorrect reports.
By Jenny Gathright | 2024-09-18

Justin Robinson, 25, worked as a violence interrupter in D.C. (Sheldon Pinder)


D.C. police conflated the identities of two officers involved in the fatal shooting of Justin Robinson, leading to incorrect media reports describing their actions that day, according to an agency official and an image of one of the officers published by Washington City Paper.
A police official incorrectly told reporters last week in the minutes before the department released body-camera footage of the Sept. 1 shooting that Bryan Gilchrist had fired 10 shots at Robinson and that Vasco Mateus had fired one shot. The official was speaking to reporters during a media background briefing that was provided on the condition that reporters not attribute information shared that evening to named officials.
But a different official said Tuesday that Mateus was the one who fired 10 shots and that Gilchrist fired one shot. They did not say why police had not corrected the mistake, which came to light Tuesday when Washington City Paper wrote about the mix-up and published an image of Mateus. Neither officer has responded to an interview request. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity because they, too, were not authorized to discuss the ongoing investigation publicly.
The two officers who shot Robinson were first identified by the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice Lindsey Appiah in a letter a few days after the shooting to D.C. Council member Brooke Pinto (Ward 2), who is chairperson of the council's Committee on the Judiciary and Public Safety, in accordance with D.C. law. The letter did not offer specifics about the exchange that killed Robinson, 25, who worked as a violence interrupter for the city.
Days later, police briefly discussed the officers' roles during the media briefing.
The officers' name tags are blurred in footage that was released later that evening. It is standard for the police department to blur videos involving shootings before they are released. Washington City Paper identified the identification error after a source provided the outlet with a separate video of a D.C. police officer with a name tag that said "V. Mateus," according to the publication. The officer's appearance seemed to match that of the officer police initially and incorrectly identified as Gilchrist.
Robinson was shot in the early morning hours of Sept. 1 outside a McDonald's restaurant in Southeast Washington, where he was found unresponsive in a car. At first, the officers can be heard discussing how to approach Robinson, noting that they could see a handgun in his lap. Then, when he stirred, several moved in, shouting at him to keep his hands off the weapon and to raise his hands.
Then, body-camera footage shows, Robinson rolled his driver's side window down and an officer put his gun through the partly-opened window. Robinson reached toward the weapon, police said, and Mateus threatened to shoot him in the face. The moments in the video immediately preceding the shooting are difficult to see clearly, but police say that Robinson grabbed Mateus's weapon, and that when he did so, the officer -- now identified by police as Mateus -- fired 10 shots at Robinson. Police said a second officer, they now identify as Gilchrist, fired one shot.
Both officers have been placed on paid administrative leave as the U.S. attorney's office for D.C. investigates the shooting and decides whether criminal charges are warranted.
D.C. police union chairman Greggory Pemberton did not respond to an email requesting comment on the official's error.
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She proposed to her girlfriend at Nats Park. What would the answer be?
Juliana Hicks's proposal in the ballpark stands to her girlfriend, Jordyn Doren, appeared on the scoreboard in front of thousands of fans.
By Hau Chu | 2024-09-18
As the Washington Nationals pitcher notched his fifth strikeout of the game, a Nats fan seated in Section 404 was warming up to throw a curveball of her own.
Juliana Hicks's stomach was in knots. The 25-year-old had been nursing her Bud Light as her girlfriend, Jordyn Doren, was mulling a run to the concession stands.
Maybe you should go during another inning, Hicks suggested.
So they sat together on a mild September evening. About 5:20 p.m., the scoreboard lit up in the middle of the fifth inning with birthday wishes and anniversary celebrations.
"It was scrolling for so long," Hicks said, "I feel like I blacked out."
She was waiting for her own pitch to appear: "Jordyn, Let's sit in the cheap seats forever. Will you marry me?"
When it flashed in bold, ivory-colored letters, Hicks got down on one knee and retrieved a box from her sock, which had been obscured by her wide-leg jeans, and presented a ring to Doren.
"I love you," Doren, 25, said as a flush of joy and shock overtook her face. "Yes."
Their story began with a Nats cap.
Hicks and Doren first locked eyes in June 2023 at As You Are, a queer community space in D.C.'s Capitol Hill neighborhood. But Doren didn't approach because she wasn't sure whether the person Hicks was with was a girlfriend or just a friend.
They each ended up later that night at A League of Her Own, a lesbian bar in the Adams Morgan neighborhood. That's where Doren worked up the nerve to flirt with Hicks, who was eager to reciprocate.
"We danced all night until the lights came on," Hicks recalled recently.
They tried to plan their first official date that night. Doren, a nurse, was wearing a white hat with the Nats' cherry blossom logo, and the pair thought a game would be a good time.
But because of how tricky scheduling between two D.C. professionals can get, that ballpark date didn't come until about three weeks later.
By August 2023, they were girlfriends. A few months after that, the D.C. residents were already making long-term plans.

Juliana Hicks (right) and her fiancee Jordyn Doren show off their rings at the game. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)



Juliana Hicks and Jordyn Doren. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)


"It was one of those things where we knew as soon as we met each other that we were going to end up together forever," Hicks said. "That sounds so cheesy, but it's just so true."
Doren laid out a game plan. "She said, 'I would marry you today, but I think we should set a timeline of we can't propose to each other until we've been dating for a year,'" Hicks recalled before her proposal.
As this August approached, they began scheming. Hicks and Doren wanted to buck some traditions, so they decided that they both would propose to the other. The time and manner would be a surprise for each.
Doren went first. On Aug. 13, the self-described Disney adults headed to Cinque Terre in Italy because of their mutual love of the film "Luca."
Hicks, a carbon reporting manager in the energy industry, had her suspicions about the excursion. It was a detour from a vacation to see Taylor Swift in London.
The two strolled to the rocks of Riomaggiore, overlooking the Liguirian Sea. Hicks said things were getting strange when Doren kept bringing up the sunset. As Doren popped the question, Hicks looked around in awe. They were in an exact location depicted in the 2021 Pixar film.
Hicks said yes.
So, a month later at Nationals Park, Hicks wasn't sweating the answer. Just the buildup.
"I was shaking all day," Hicks said.
She had weighed the pros and cons of such a public proposal but "it felt like us because we would do something crazy," Hicks said. Plus, Nats games have become a staple of their relationship.
For her part, Doren said she had "absolutely not a clue" this would be her day. Not even when their out-of-town friends just happened to wander up to their section. Those friends were not only there to snap pictures, but also came bearing gifts: hers-and-hers Nats jerseys with a cherry-blossom logo on the front and "Renicks" -- a blend of Doren's and Hicks's surnames that they intend to use in married life -- emblazoned on the back.

Hicks, right, had jerseys made with their intended combined last names for after marriage. (Maansi Srivastava for The Washington Post)


For the record, the Nats beat the Miami Marlins 4-1.
Doren and Hicks say they hope to return to the nosebleed seats in the seasons to come with their new threads, names and lives.
Together.
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Dali owner knew of problems before ship hit Baltimore bridge, U.S. alleges
The ship that hit the Key Bridge, killing six, had known issues that should have been fixed or reported before it set sail, the Justice Department said. 
By Katie Mettler | 2024-09-18

The container ship Dali travels under the Chesapeake Bay Bridge near Stevensville, Md., on June 24. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


The owners of the cargo ship that crashed into Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge earlier this year, collapsing the span and killing six workers aboard it, prioritized profits over safety and knowingly let a dangerous, unseaworthy vessel loose on the open water, Justice Department attorneys asserted in a new civil claim seeking more than $100 million Wednesday.
The court filing -- signed by attorneys for the Justice Department and the U.S. attorney's office in Maryland -- revealed new details of mechanical problems on the Dali container ship and described how its owners took a "Band-Aid approach" to fixing some of them before the crash. It came as part of a civil case in which the ship's owner, Grace Ocean Private Limited, and operator, Synergy Marine Pte Ltd, are trying to cap how much money they could be asked to pay in liabilities at about $43.6 million.
"The ship's owner and manager--who now ask the Court to limit their liability to less than $44 million--sent an ill-prepared crew on an abjectly unseaworthy vessel to ply the United States' waterways," attorneys wrote in the filing. "They did so to reap the profits of conducting business in American ports, while at the same time cutting corners in ways that risked lives and infrastructure so that they could save time and money. Those responsible for the vessel must be held fully accountable for the catastrophic harm they caused, and punitive damages should be imposed to deter such misconduct."
In a statement, Darrell Wilson, a spokesperson for Grace Ocean and Synergy Marine, said that Wednesday's filing "was anticipated" but that the "owner and manager will have no further comment on the merits of any claim at this time."
"We do look forward to our day in court to set the record straight," Wilson said.
In a press call Wednesday, Principal Deputy Associate Attorney General Benjamin Mizer called the deaths of the six construction workers "needless and heartbreaking." He said the Justice Department is seeking $100 million in economic damages as well as unspecified punitive damages, a rare move for the government in civil cases but one officials made in the Dali case because of the "egregious facts" they discovered during their investigation.
Erek Barron, U.S. attorney for the District of Maryland, said Grace Ocean and Synergy Marine must "answer for their negligence" and "shoulder the burden" of the $100 million that U.S. government agencies, including the Coast Guard, the Navy, the Army Corps of Engineers and the Department of Labor, had to spend to clean up the bridge wreckage and reopen the Port of Baltimore, one of the nation's key shipping hubs.
The filing comes shortly before a Tuesday deadline for involved parties to object to the owner's request for a damages cap in a case that is likely to be litigated for years, with potentially billions of dollars at stake.
The city of Baltimore and business owners in the region have also challenged the Dali owner's and operator's attempts to limit their monetary liability. In the coming days, attorneys for the families of those killed, as well as the state of Maryland, are also expected to make similar arguments in court against the requested cap.
The FBI has opened a criminal investigation into whether the ship's crew and owner allowed the Dali to leave port knowing the vessel had serious system problems, though no one has yet been charged criminally with any wrongdoing. Justice Department officials declined to answer questions Wednesday about the status of the criminal case, but the civil filing makes clear that U.S. officials believe that laws were violated.
"This tragedy was entirely avoidable," Justice Department attorneys wrote. "The electrical and mechanical systems on the DALI were improperly maintained and configured in a way that violated safety regulations and norms for international shipping."
The ship also experienced power loss the day before the crash -- a matter that, by law, should have been reported to the Coast Guard but was not, according to the filing.
The National Transportation Safety Board, which is also investigating the incident, has said previously that the Dali suffered two electrical blackouts the day before the collision and experienced two more blackouts that disabled critical equipment, causing it to hit the massive bridge spanning the frigid Patapsco River where an eight-person construction crew was doing road repairs.
The Justice Department filing, though, offers a far more detailed and plainspoken account of maintenance issues on the ship and what caused them, as well as a timeline of the minutes before the Dali hit the bridge.
All four backstops meant to help control the ship -- the propeller, rudder, anchor and bow thruster -- failed to work in the critical moments before the crash because, the department alleged, the Dali was unseaworthy.
The department alleged that about four minutes before the Dali collided with the Key Bridge, its key "number 1" electrical transformer tripped and cut power. That transformer, according to the filing, had long suffered the effects of heavy vibration, which is known to cause systems failures. But rather than fixing the problem, the department said, the ship's owner and operator "took a Band-Aid approach."
"They retrofitted the transformer with anti-vibration braces, one of which had cracked over time, had been repaired with welds, and had cracked again," Justice Department attorneys wrote. "And they also wedged a metal cargo hook between the transformer and a nearby steel beam, in a makeshift attempt to limit vibration."
The Justice Department alleged that vibration problems on the ship were "not isolated." A former chief officer reported they were shaking loose the ship's cargo lashings, and engineers reported they were cracking equipment in the engine room, according to the filing. Those "heavy vibrations" had been reported to Synergy, according to a prior Dali captain.
When the number 1 transformer failed on March 26 -- plunging the crew into complete darkness -- power should have transferred automatically to a backup "number 2" transformer within seconds, Justice Department attorneys asserted. But that automated function, they wrote, had been "recklessly disabled," leaving engineers struggling in the dark to manually reset tripped circuit breakers, a process that took a full minute as the ship surged closer to the bridge.
At the same time, a separate emergency generator should have turned on automatically and restored power steering -- a backstop that maritime regulations require to kick in within 45 seconds of an outage. But it did not activate for well over a minute, Justice Department attorneys wrote, causing "more time wasted."
Once power was restored to the ship's steering system -- known as the helm -- a Maryland state pilot who had come aboard in port began issuing orders to steer the ship away from the bridge support beams. But the failed transformers meant the Dali's propeller still was not working.
Then the ship lost power again.
This time, the Justice Department alleged, the cause was an improper fuel pump, called a "flushing pump," which the attorneys said the ship's owners used "to save money and for their own convenience."
"It was not designed to recover automatically from a blackout, a critical safety feature of the proper fuel pumps that the DALI should have been using," department attorneys wrote, calling the choice to use a flushing pump instead "grossly negligent."
After both blackouts, the pilot resorted to the left anchor, giving an emergency order to release it in hopes of forcing the Dali away from the bridge, according to the filing. But the anchor "was not ready for immediate release in an emergency, as required by law," and by the time it dropped, it was too late, the attorneys alleged.
In a separate, "last-ditch" attempt to avoid a crash, the department said, the pilot ordered the crew to apply full power to the ship's bow thruster -- a propeller on the front of the vessel that helps it move side to side. But when nothing happened, according to the filing, the pilot was told the bow thruster was unavailable.
At 1:28 a.m., the ship slammed into the bridge.
Six people were killed and two were injured as the roadway fell into the river below, cutting off the Port of Baltimore's shipping channel for months as the state and federal government worked to recover the bodies of the construction workers and remove massive chunks of debris.
The Justice Department said in the filing that Grace Ocean and Synergy mismanaged the Dali and failed to train its crew, adding that during a recent inspection, officials found "loose bolts, nuts, and washers and broken electrical cable ties inside of both step-down transformers and electrical switchboards." The ship's electrical equipment "was in such poor condition that an independent testing agency discontinued further electrical testing due to 'safety concerns,'" the filing said.
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No, dude, Monica McNutt does not need your WNBA take
The men of sports media are talking a lot about women's hoops these days. ESPN's Monica McNutt is here to help - and occasionally shut them up.     
By Ben Strauss | 2024-09-19
Early one morning in June, Monica McNutt, an ESPN basketball analyst, got a call from a producer of "First Take," the network's morning debate show.
Caitlin Clark, the American sports world's newest fascination, had been fouled hard by the Chicago Sky's Chennedy Carter a day earlier. Could McNutt come talk to the show's stars, Stephen A. Smith and Shannon Sharpe?
"I was like, 'Whatever, I'll do it,'" McNutt recalled recently over breakfast at a diner on Capitol Hill. "I thought it was going to be a 10-minute thing."
Forty commercial-free minutes later, McNutt, 34, was a viral star, and the sports media world was afire in takes about how to talk -- and how not to talk -- about women's sports.
Smith and Sharpe were emphatic that Clark, the former Iowa star whose fame had jet-boosted WNBA ratings and attendance, was being targeted by her opponents. They wanted McNutt to admit that players were jealous of Clark.
"Say it!" Smith yelled.
"Say it!" Sharpe yelled.
McNutt feigned raising her hand to speak and, at another point, made the timeout sign with her hands. In hoop earrings and an orange tank top, she wore her incredulity on her face, contorting it not unlike Kamala Harris during this month's debate with Donald Trump.
"This is not a ballet performance," she eventually shot back. She said the league had a history of rough play, and she implored the men to not generalize about all of the players in the league.
"The league rooting against Caitlin Clark is an absolute farce," she said.
Then she threw her own haymaker, questioning the show's lack of coverage of women's sports.
"Stephen A., respectfully, with your platform, you could have been doing this three years ago if you wanted to."
Smith, who is never speechless, was (almost) speechless.
"Wow," he said.

Caitlin Clark started slow, came on strong and dominated WNBA discourse this season. (Emilee Chinn/Getty Images)


Clark's arrival in the WNBA and in the American sporting consciousness has thrust women's basketball into uncharted territory: the center of the sports media universe, including the hot-take economy that fuels cable TV and social media.
The results have been dramatic -- and revealing.
Charles Barkley, the bombastic TNT analyst: "Y'all should be thanking [Clark] for getting y'all ass private charters, all the money and visibility she's bringing to the WNBA."
Pat McAfee, the sleeve-averse YouTuber turned ESPN star: "Just call it for what it is: There's one White b---- for the Indiana team who is a superstar." (He later apologized.)
Jemele Hill, the former ESPN pundit turned Atlantic columnist: "I have long dreamed of the day that female athletes would demand the level of media attention traditionally reserved for men. Now that day is finally here -- and it's a lot less satisfying than I imagined."
Only Sheryl Swoopes, the TV analyst and former WNBA star, said nothing, but that was a statement in itself: She went conspicuously silent during a game she was calling that didn't feature Clark when her broadcast partner discussed Clark's accomplishments.
"Women's basketball is not ready [for Caitlin Clark]," Colin Cowherd said on his Fox Sports radio show.
Now, with the WNBA playoffs starting Sunday, Clark and the WNBA are set to return to the national spotlight as her Indiana Fever prepare for a first-round series. While the Clark discourse continues, there remains no moment that crystallized it better -- that revealed how men talk about women's sports and how many women believe women's sports should be talked about -- than McNutt's appearance on "First Take."
"That's the one time in television," McNutt said, "that I got up at the end and was shaking."

Monica McNutt helped Georgetown beat Maryland in the second round of the NCAA tournament in 2011. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


A FEW WEEKS AFTER the "First Take" appearance, McNutt was picking at her breakfast, reflecting on her viral fame. She had spent the weekend in D.C. for her bridal shower and now, in a pink blouse and heels, was toting a suitcase before returning to New York. She would get married to Justin Jackson, the director of operations for the National Basketball Players Association, back in D.C. later in the summer.
During the segment, McNutt explained, she received texts from people at ESPN. The message: Don't let Smith and Sharpe bully you.
In the days that followed, she appeared on so many shows that she eventually turned down an NBC News segment. "I've never gone viral like that," she recalled. "And I remember thinking, 'This is annoying.' I literally told my publicist, 'We're not doing any more.' Five minutes later, Jon Stewart called."
That Stewart would devote a segment of his show to Clark and the conversation around her was only more evidence that it reached peak cultural intrigue, which McNutt quickly acknowledged.
"Frankly, Jon, Caitlin Clark got me here," McNutt told Stewart.
"Not true," Stewart said. He added: "The viral moment maybe brought you to some national attention. ... Your voice, your knowledge, your passion has cut through it for me."
McNutt grew up in D.C.'s Maryland suburbs, not far from NBA star Kevin Durant, and played college basketball at Georgetown, where she was second-team all-Big East as a junior and helped the Hoyas to the Sweet 16 as a senior. She still has a practicable jump shot, she says.
She got a master's degree in broadcast journalism at Maryland before grinding her way to prominence in the media business. She was laid off twice from local TV stations, spent time as a substitute teacher and freelanced (including for The Washington Post), then caught on as an analyst on ACC Network. She landed the radio analyst job for the New York Knicks in 2023 and is now a regular across ESPN's basketball coverage.

McNutt and others have battled ESPN pundit Stephen A. Smith over Caitlin Clark and the WNBA this season. (Tim Heitman/Getty Images)



McNutt, a former college player, talks NBA and WNBA basketball for ESPN. (Jesse D. Garrabrant/NBAE/Getty Images)


McNutt, in the diner, emphasized that she and Smith were on good terms. But she admitted she was still sorting through her feelings, particularly around one phrase Smith had used.
"Protect the asset," he had said repeatedly, arguing that the WNBA risked tremendous damage to the league if Clark was harmed by another player.
"Please tell me what it means to protect the asset and compete at a high level," McNutt said. "It's like suddenly y'all don't know how to talk about competition because there's vaginas involved."
There was also the idea of jealousy and the way Sharpe and Smith demanded she admit that other WNBA players were jealous of Clark's money and fame as if it were an important revelation.
"You mean to tell me that nobody in the NBA and NFL is jealous?" McNutt asked at breakfast. "Why is this a thing that women can't be?"
She compared those accusations to Smith's very public contract demands, in which he often has declared that he deserves to be the highest-paid talent at ESPN.
"The numbers he's going after because of McAfee, [Troy] Aikman, [Joe] Buck, he might say they're raising market value," she said. "But at the bottom of that is, 'They're not about to get paid more than me.'"
"Sounds like jealousy to me," she added, "but I haven't seen 'Inside Out 2.'"
To McNutt, there was a disconnect not just in how talking heads were talking about women's sports but how they talked about women.
"You're telling women how to exist," she said. "If we're going to talk about athletes, let's talk about athletes. Let's not tell women how to compete, because that's something different."
As for Smith?
"We don't have any issues," she said. "He's a machine. The news cycle kept moving, and he kept moving, as did I."

Monica McNutt and Kyrie Irving chat during the Western Conference finals in May. (David Sherman/NBAE/Getty Images)


SPORTS, AND BY EXTENSION sports TV, have forever been the domain of men. It wasn't long ago that female reporters weren't allowed into men's locker rooms and women's sports were barely televised or covered.
By any metric, though -- TV ratings, franchise values, attendance, exposure -- women's sports are growing fast. The WNBA just inked a media rights deal valued at more than $2 billion over 11 years. The National Women's Soccer League and the NCAA women's basketball tournament have scored big increases in recent deals, too. A study by Wasserman found women's sports have jumped from 5 percent to 15 percent of all media coverage.
Clark is at the center of it, and the discourse is playing catch-up.
"Talking about sports has [historically] been talking about men," said Bomani Jones, a sports commentator and host of "The Right Time" podcast. "And there are ways you can't talk about women in public. ... So you have this study in masculinity, and we add women into the equation, and not everybody is sure how to talk about it."
Consider, he said, the athletes' bodies. Much of sports commentary revolves around whether a player is big enough, or too big, or big in the right or wrong ways. The same questions apply to women's sports, obviously. But just a few years ago, a WNBA coach was fined and suspended for suggesting to a referee that an opposing player weighed 300 pounds.
Women's sports have suffered through decades of neglect, but Jones also noted that even in places that have earned plaudits for their attention to women's sports, some still struggle to talk about players as competitors. He recalled an "Around the Horn" segment on ESPN several years ago that focused on a big loss by the U.S. women's national soccer team.
"I was listening to how everybody was talking so kindly, and I had to say, 'Are we going to talk about them as athletes?'" Jones said. "Because they were not being talked about like the U.S. men's basketball team; they were being talked about like some delicate flower."
Another dynamic that can't be ignored, said Elle Duncan, a "SportsCenter" host who is involved in women's basketball coverage at ESPN, is what happens after someone such as Barkley, a prominent broadcaster with legions of male followers, talks about the WNBA, a league made up of predominantly Black and many queer women.
"When we have someone that [has a giant platform] and says, 'Oh, the girls in the WNBA hate Caitlin Clark,' that immediately sends the nastier parts of the internet to target them," Duncan said. "When they are generalizing a group of women in particular, a subgroup of women -- predominantly Black, many of them queer -- it becomes an attack on them. I've got [WNBA] players that will send me screenshots [from social media], and you see the responses to posts that have nothing to do with Caitlin Clark: 'You couldn't [hold a candle to Clark], you n----- b----.'"
Smith, in an interview with The Post, acknowledged the line he was trying to toe in his WNBA comments.
"Ladies are very protective of products that have to do with ladies," he said. "And rightfully so. ... [They] have been victimized and marginalized and haven't gotten the love or the shine that they have so richly deserved. But I'm also mindful of women who have a lot to say and also don't want to be placated. They want you to come at them like you will come at anybody else."
If the two sides of that equation are ever at odds, it's clear which side Smith gravitates to. After the "First Take" segment with McNutt, he devoted an episode of his podcast to her appearance. "You ever hear of Monica McNutt?" he asked. "Well, you have now because she's on 'First Take' a lot."
"In everything from the last couple of weeks, I could have done without that," McNutt said of that podcast episode.

McNutt and Jessica Robertson speak during the 2023 Hashtag Sports Conference last year. (Roy Rochlin/Getty Images)


MCNUTT IMAGINED A BETTER WAY. Instead of a single flagrant foul in an early-season game, WNBA coverage could be centered around the juggernaut New York Liberty or the historic season A'ja Wilson put together. She had a key word, "mindfulness," that she wanted to anchor the discussions.
Craving more diverse coverage from a show such as "First Take," though, is not a new experience for some sports fans. The show rarely talks about Major League Baseball or the NHL -- unless an off-the-field controversy promises ratings. When the Denver Nuggets won the NBA title two seasons ago, they were often shunted to the background in favor of the Los Angeles Lakers and LeBron James. Hard fouls on Caitlin Clark, meanwhile, clearly drive eyeballs.
"You might be right that there isn't mindfulness in other discussions," McNutt said when asked about "First Take" and its sport-agnostic obsession with ratings. She added: "I'm not asking you to lead with Aces vs. Liberty, but there's a way to do it."
Smith was incredulous that "First Take" owed women's sports anything.
"I could have gone to [ESPN Chairman] Jimmy Pitaro and them and said: 'Bring the trucks, bring the directors, bring the producers, bring everybody else? Spend all of this money to go and cover this WNBA event that wasn't nearly as popular four or five years ago as it is now?' That's where [McNutt] was wrong," he said.
But women's basketball is personal for McNutt, which she acknowledges. And that meant another question: Was all of this ultimately good for the WNBA? Did the growing relevance of women's basketball, which now meant Nikki Haley could score political points by throwing shade at the Olympic team for leaving Clark off the roster, actually represent ... progress?
McNutt said she had talked with people around the WNBA who were openly debating it. In the league office, there were staffers who were thrilled with 40 minutes of uninterrupted WNBA talk on "First Take."
"As a media-savvy person, I can recognize it got us talking," she said. "But for me, knowing how hard these women have fought for coverage, they're fighting for [a collective bargaining agreement], and they just want to be respected. And all of these intersectional identities that already get pushed off to the corner and just general society at large, you might just take a deep breath, recognize you just got here [and] you're not the expert. So I don't know -- is that unfair? Am I being too altruistic? Possibly."

"You've got to bring the joy," McNutt said. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


After breakfast, McNutt walked a few blocks to a park to pose for a portrait. She sat down on a bench and played a song by George Benson on her phone, filling the park with music. She turned up the volume and sang along, shuffling her feet and snapping her fingers. The discourse would, inevitably, rage again. But it was still all hoops.
Turn your love around
Don't you turn me down
"You've got to bring the joy," McNutt said.
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Mystics' playoff formula: Defeat Caitlin Clark, then hope for the best
To have a shot at a playoff spot, the Washington Mystics must get past Caitlin Clark and the Indiana Fever on Thursday night. Then they need outside help.
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-09-18

Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark will try to prevent the Washington Mystics from making the WNBA playoffs when both teams face off Thursday at Capital One Arena. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Eric Thibault scratched his face, took a deep breath and crossed his arms before carefully crafting his words to avoid saying the one that mattered with a single game remaining. The Washington Mystics coach has been adept at leading his team into playoff contention after a horrendous start, all while limiting talk on the subject.
After his team lost control of its postseason destiny Tuesday night with a home loss to the New York Liberty, Thibault talked about having one last chance to "represent ourselves" and show "resilience." What he didn't say is the Mystics have one last chance to make the playoffs, and to get there they'll have to upset a white-hot Indiana Fever team featuring likely rookie of the year Caitlin Clark, who has played as though she deserves to be named first-team all-WNBA since returning from the Olympic break.
That's one of three results that need to happen Thursday night for the Mystics (13-26) to play on:
That would create a three-way tie from which the Mystics would emerge. New York clinched the No. 1 seed with its win Tuesday and will face whichever team gets that final playoff spot.
If the Mystics make it, they would set the record for the most consecutive losses to start a season for a team that makes the postseason; Washington began a franchise-worst 0-12. The Mystics have tried to avoid public discussion about the playoffs, but the stakes are well-known.
Thibault wouldn't say whether he thinks nerves have crept into the Mystics' minds during their past two games, both home losses.
"I have no idea. It's possible," he said. "I don't know. I wouldn't say for sure. I'm not going to speak for them in terms of what they're feeling. We're also playing good teams that are playing for a lot themselves."
The Fever is 9-4 since the Olympic break; Clark has been named Eastern Conference player of the week three times in a row. She also was named rookie and conference player of the month in August. The Fever has gone from just trying to make the postseason to being considered one of the league's most dangerous teams. A victory Thursday would secure Indiana's first winning season since 2015, and it will be making its first playoff appearance since 2016.
Clark has set the WNBA single-season assist record and recently broke Seimone Augustus's rookie scoring record. Her 19.5 points per game are eighth in the league. Since the Olympic break, she has averaged 24.3 points, which ranks third.
"We're not just happy to be there," Clark said. "We really feel like we can compete with every single team that's going to be in the playoffs. You go into the Washington game -- we still expect to win that, too. We know Washington is going to be fighting for that last playoff spot, too."
Regardless of whether the Mystics reach the postseason, they will have a lottery pick -- their own or the Dream's. The WNBA uses winning percentage over the past two seasons to determine lottery odds, and the Los Angeles Sparks (.304) have the best odds secured. The Dallas Wings and the Sky are tied with the next-lowest winning percentage (.392), and the Mystics (.405) follow. Atlanta is at .418.
The Sparks have a 44.2 percent chance of getting the No. 1 pick, and the next team in line will have 27.6 percent odds. The third team has a 17.8 percent chance, and the fourth sits at 10.4 percent.
Washington could have two top-five picks if the Mystics or Dream makes the playoffs, then loses in the first round. Two lottery picks would be a long-shot consolation prize if the Sky sneaks into the postseason.
"Part of what we're trying to go through right now with our team is to, over the next couple years, have some young players that are under contract that have an upside," Mystics General Manager Mike Thibault said at the start of the season, "and see where that takes us over the next two years."
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Caps star T.J. Oshie headed for long-term injured reserve
On Wednesday afternoon, before the start of training camp, the Washington Capitals confirmed that Oshie is injured.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-09-18

T.J. Oshie has long been the heart and soul of the Capitals. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post) 


When the Washington Capitals' 2023-24 season concluded with a first-round playoff sweep in April, T.J. Oshie took an extra lap before skating off the ice at Capital One Arena. He lingered to salute Washington's fans  and give an extra wave to his family.
What went unsaid but ran through the scene as an undercurrent: It may have been the last time Oshie skated off the ice, and he wanted to savor every moment.
Two days later, at Washington's season-ending media availability, Oshie acknowledged that after years of chronic back issues, his future was up in the air. The Capitals left the 37-year-old winger's status open-ended all summer, but Wednesday afternoon, before the start of training camp, the team confirmed Oshie is injured and will not be on the ice.
Oshie is expected to be placed on long-term injured reserve for the 2024-25 season, the final year of his contract. With Oshie on LTIR, his $5.75 million salary no longer counts against the salary cap; the Capitals made many of their moves in the offseason with that in mind. The same is true of center Nicklas Backstrom and his $9.2 million salary; no changes are expected in Backstrom's status after he stepped away from the game in November.
"We will support and assist T.J. as he seeks a lasting solution for his recurring injury," General Manager Chris Patrick said in a statement. "T.J. is a vital member of our team and continues to be an indispensable member of the organization and leadership group. Our organization fully backs him as he assesses his current health challenges."

Alex Ovechkin and T.J. Oshie were both part of Washington's Stanley Cup-winning team in 2018. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post) 


Without Backstrom and Oshie, Washington has just three active players remaining from its Stanley Cup-winning team in 2018: Alex Ovechkin, Tom Wilson and John Carlson. Oshie has been the heart and soul of the Capitals since he arrived in a trade from the St. Louis Blues in 2015 -- so much so that when Oshie played his 1,000th game in March, some fans joked it seemed he had been a Capital for his entire career.
"The last season was challenging for me, my family, and my teammates as I dealt with a chronic back injury that kept me out of the lineup," Oshie said in a statement. "I have used the offseason to explore and pursue long-term solutions for my injury. I remain committed to the process and am working and doing my best to regain total health. In the meantime, I will continue to help and support my teammates and the organization in any way I can. I greatly appreciate all of our fans' support during this time."
The day of Oshie's 1,000th game was a microcosm of why his health had made continuing his career untenable. After missing time in November with a concussion, in December with back issues and in February when his back flared up again, Oshie was finally set to reach the milestone March 16 at Vancouver. That morning, at Washington's pregame skate, Oshie tweaked his back again and had to have a last-minute chiropractor visit to be able to take the ice that night.
"It was a roller coaster today, for sure, with a little scare this morning," Oshie said afterward. "I was fortunate enough that there was someone in town here that I worked with a year ago and was able to see them and get me right. It was truly a game-time decision, up to the end of warm-ups. Obviously it was a special night. You want to play and not make all the tweets and all the congratulations, all that, kind of for nothing and postpone it. But I also didn't want to make the team shorthanded. That would be the worst thing, if I started and couldn't finish."

T.J. Oshie arrived in Washington in the summer of 2015 as part of a trade with the St. Louis Blues. (Katherine Frey/The Washington Post) 


Oshie's desire to not let his health affect the team came up again after the season ended as he discussed the future. If he could find a solution to his back problems that would allow him to play every night, he would. But if he was facing another in-and-out year, there might be a different answer.
When his back flared up throughout the season, Oshie said he often was left "on the floor, peeing in water bottles" until he could see his chiropractor and get back on his feet. He couldn't pick up any of his four children, let alone lace up his skates.
"It's hard putting everyone through the situation," Oshie said in April, "from my family at home to the team trying to figure out a lineup to young guys getting called up and going down. I'd like to find just an answer and a fix to the problem before I make another run at it."
The Capitals allowed Oshie the time he needed in the summer to evaluate the situation and try to find a solution. As training camp neared and Oshie was not on the ice for the Capitals' informal skates, the answer started to become clear.

T.J. Oshie played the 1,000th game of his NHL career this past season. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP Photo) 


Oshie's NHL career stats as Wednesday's news arrived: 1,010 regular season games played, 302 goals, 393 assists and 695 points, plus another 106 games in the playoffs with 34 goals and 35 assists for 69 points. At the international level, his star turn during a shootout against Russia at the 2014 Sochi Olympics made him an icon of hockey in the United States.
"That last game, it was pretty emotional when you think there's a slight possibility that you may not be able to battle with your brother and really close friend and teammate," Wilson said in April. "It's pretty emotional. ... Every day with him is an absolute pleasure and privilege.
"I've learned so much from him. That's one of those guys that toward the end of the year, I'm like, 'I'm going to leave it all out there because I don't want to stop playing with you.' You don't want your last game day with Osh to ever happen."

(Tom Brenner/AP)
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NFL best bets for Week 3: Sam Darnold's hot start will continue
The Vikings QB represents one of the best value plays for this week's NFL action.
By Neil Greenberg | 2024-09-19

Quarterback Sam Darnold has led the Minnesota Vikings to a 2-0 start. (Adam Hunger/AP)


We had a couple of tough losses last week. The New York Giants became the first team in NFL history to score three touchdowns, not allow a touchdown and lose in regulation -- costing us a winning wager -- but we shouldn't be bitter. The Giants lost kicker Graham Gano after he was injured on the opening kickoff against the Washington Commanders, setting up a pivotal decision later in the game. With the score tied at 18, Giants Coach Brian Daboll elected to go for it on fourth and four from Washington's 22-yard line rather than attempt a field goal with punter Jamie Gillan. It didn't work out, and that led to the unfavorable result.
On Monday night, the Philadelphia Eagles let us down. Saquon Barkley dropped a pass late in the game, and the Eagles went from being in position to cover to losing the game outright after the Atlanta Falcons drove for a game-winning touchdown with less than two minutes left.
The Arizona Cardinals, however, demolished the injury-ridden Los Angeles Rams, 41-10, easily covering the spread and giving us at least one wager to celebrate.
Best bets record in 2024: 2-4 (1-0 on player props)
Picks were made against the consensus point spreads as of Wednesday morning; odds that have since changed have been updated in bold type, but picks are locked in at the earlier odds.
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Under 411/2 (The game pick is Seahawks -41/2, but it's not a best bet.)
I can't put much faith in Miami's offense with Skylar Thompson under center, and I expect the Dolphins to rely on their top-ranked run defense, per Pro Football Focus, to keep the game close. Seahawks running back Kenneth Walker III is listed as questionable with an oblique injury he suffered in Week 1, which could make Seattle's offense more one-dimensional.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Sam Darnold over 2251/2 passing yards (The game pick is Vikings +3, but it's not a best bet.)
We might be witnessing a revival of Darnold's career. The No. 3 pick of the 2018 draft has bounced around the league but appears to have found a home in the Vikings' offense. The 27-year-old completed 36 of 50 passes (72 percent) for 476 yards and four touchdowns in leading Minnesota to a 2-0 record, earning high marks from Pro Football Focus (No. 2 among QBs) and ESPN's Total Quarterback Rating (tied for fourth).
I think this prop total is low because of his 208-yard performance in Week 1 against the Giants. However, the Vikings were in complete command of that game -- they won, 28-6 -- and had little need to pass the ball in the fourth quarter. I would expect Darnold to throw for 245 yards or more as the Vikings face a Texans team with a high-powered offense.
Pick: Tampa Bay's Jalen McMillan under 21/2 receptions and over 241/2 receiving yards
We won't count this among the best bets for record-keeping purposes, but I wanted to include a play I am making using one of the many parlay boosts offered by sportsbooks. McMillan, a third-round pick in this year's draft, is being used primarily as a deep threat, with an average depth of target of 18 yards. That gives him a chance to accumulate a lot of yards without a lot of receptions.
Why is this important? The sportsbooks see this as a negatively correlated parlay, a wager in which the bets in the parlay work against each other, increasing the odds. For example, parlaying him to go under his receptions and yardage total would pay -105 compared with +390 for him to go under his reception total but over his yardage total. However, McMillan's usage makes it more probable this seemingly negatively correlated parlay cashes.
Normally, parlays are bad bets. But select cases such as this one, especially if you can boost the odds, make a lot of sense.
The plays above represent our best bets of the week, because our analysis shows their value is the most lucrative compared with what we expect to happen on the field. Below, you will find against-the-spread picks for all of the games on this week's schedule.
However, trying to pick every game is something of a fool's errand. The house wins so often partly because bettors try to make too many plays when the odds aren't in their favor. Keep that in mind when evaluating the remaining games from this week's schedule.
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. | Prime Video
Pick: Jets -61/2
Note: According to the ClevAnalytics' preseason NFL guide, new coaches (such as New England's Jerod Mayo) making their "Thursday Night Football" debut against a coach not making his TNF debut (such as New York's Robert Saleh) are 22-33 against the spread, failing to cover by 2.3 points per game. The results get worse (5-18 against the spread, missing by more than seven points per game) if the Thursday night game is early in the season.
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Browns -61/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Colts -11/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Saints -21/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Steelers -11/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Buccaneers -61/2
Sunday, 1 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Titans -21/2
Sunday, 4:05 p.m. | CBS
Pick: Panthers +51/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Cardinals +3
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Cowboys +11/2
Sunday, 4:25 p.m. | Fox
Pick: Rams +7
Sunday, 8:20 p.m. | NBC
Pick: Falcons +31/2
Monday, 7:30 p.m. | ESPN
Pick: Jaguars +5
Monday, 8:15 p.m. | ABC
Pick: Bengals -71/2
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Why this 'Woj Bomb' signals the end of an NBA era     
The NBA is addictive because the drama never stops, which Adrian Wojnarowski illustrated tirelessly.
By Jerry Brewer | 2024-09-19

Adrian Wojnarowski became a staple of NBA coverage, first outside and then inside ESPN. (Chris Marion/Getty Images) 


For a final time Wednesday, Adrian Wojnarowski took to social media and shocked every NBA junkie in his orbit. He had his own news to deliver: He is retiring from journalism. It stunned the same as a superstar calling it a career.
Over the past 17 years, Wojnarowski had turned into the preeminent NBA newsbreaker, revealing essential information at all hours, appearing to have a ubiquitous influence on the league. On social media, fans demanded he "announce" rumored trades and signings, as if he were the arbiter of all decisions. Part of the modern NBA experience was to anticipate the next "Woj Bomb," an apt nickname for the manner in which he stealthily dropped major news on the audience.
It wasn't his intention, but Wojnarowski helped stir interest during the most lucrative period in NBA history. As player mobility and franchise impatience skyrocketed, he blanketed coverage of the game beyond the game, and sometimes the transactions were more gripping to follow than the basketball. He entertained with news, not shtick or loud hot takes. During his ESPN segments, he transmitted all the details like a classic reporter, with facts above presentation. Even as his annual salary reportedly ballooned to more than $7 million, his glasses and suits remained understated.
In a decaying American journalism industry, we don't take fond farewells for granted anymore. It was moving to see the attention and warm response for Wojnarowski, a kind but fiercely competitive colleague. Last I checked, his goodbye message on the site formerly known as Twitter had been viewed more than 17 million times. ESPN posted a story on its website about Woj's decision to leave the profession and return to St. Bonaventure, his alma mater, as the general manager for the men's basketball team. In a nice touch, three other prominent ESPN insiders -- Adam Schefter, Jeff Passan and Pete Thamel -- wrote the story.
The NBA celebrated Woj with a statement that concluded with a lovingly cheesy sentence: "Sources close to the situation say that his future is bright."
Now, I wonder what those sources would say about the future of a shifting NBA media landscape.
With training camps opening in less than two weeks, Wojnarowski departs just as everything is about to change. This is a swan-song season for the current television and media rights deal. Starting with the 2025-26 campaign, Amazon and NBC will join ESPN and ABC in carrying national games. It means that TNT, which has aired games since 1989, will be out after this season, unless it wins a lawsuit against the NBA over a dispute about the company's matching rights. In the middle of this contentious battle, there is uncertainty about the greatest sports studio program ever invented: "Inside the NBA," led by the chemistry-rich quartet of Charles Barkley, Ernie Johnson, Kenny Smith and Shaquille O'Neal.
Johnson has hosted the show for 34 years. Smith has been with him since 1998, but it went to another level of irreverence and cultural relevance in 2000 when Barkley came aboard. Thirteen years ago, Shaq joined the cast after he retired from playing. Somehow, everything about "Inside the NBA" is just right, even when it seems wrong. It's chaotic but well-produced. It often lacks the insightful basketball analysis expected of the former players alongside Johnson, but it possesses endless charm because it doesn't take itself seriously. No sports television show has ever thrived for this long while toeing the line of appropriate commentary.
For those committed to following the long NBA season and the never-ending drama of the offseason, the immediate loss of Woj hinders the enjoyment. There are plenty of gifted national NBA writers who welcome the possibility that breaking news will be democratized again. And Shams Charania, a Woj protege turned formidable competitor, still figures to be dominant among that crowd. But it might be impossible to match Wojnarowski's combination of experience, range and news judgment that allowed him to dominate the news cycle without drifting into rumor mongering. And just as you're getting accustomed to life without Woj Bombs, you'll be inundated with the long and controversial demise of "Inside the NBA," as well as efforts to save the franchise that may amount to little more than getting your hopes up.
It's going to be a volatile season as the consumption of NBA news and discussion of the league changes for the first time in about 15 years, since social media exploded in popularity. What's the NBA like without Woj Bombs and viral, Barkley-driven content? It's an uncomfortable thought.
On the other hand, as a league built on leveraging star power, the NBA is a league of reinvention. With every generation, it changes shape and adjusts to a new era of dynamic players. If the sport can handle transience within the game, then changes to media around the game won't be insurmountable.
Still, for most of Wednesday, the biggest national sports story involved the retirement of a journalist known for breaking NBA news. Star athletes and championship coaches have exited with less fanfare. It signified a special connection. It showed an emotional value that exceeds the $76 billion the NBA will collect in its new media rights deal.
The league has a good product guaranteed to improve as athletes evolve and the game becomes more global. But it's addictive because the drama never stops, which Woj illustrated tirelessly. And it's amusing because there are so many characters, which Barkley still typifies even though he stopped playing 24 years ago.
With the transcendent trio of LeBron James, Stephen Curry and Kevin Durant nearing the end, there's a new basketball era to introduce. But some of the most celebrated storytellers won't be around to assist.
In many ways, the NBA has enjoyed an extended period of stability and longevity. Now comes a transition period, and the quality of what we're losing makes the unknown all the more frightening.
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It's a rare September in New York, where the Mets are actually having fun
Finally playing without the weight of expectations, the Mets are closing in on an unexpected postseason berth.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-09-19

The Mets have been one of the best teams in the major leagues during the second half of the season and are closing in on a National League wild-card spot. (Pamela Smith/AP)


NEW YORK -- As the New York Mets staged a rollicking three-game sweep of the Washington Nationals this week to tighten their grip on a National League wild-card spot, Citi Field looked different from any other September of Steve Cohen's four-year tenure as owner.
The scenes ranged from hopeful to gleeful, magical to whimsical, brighter than any of the past three Septembers when dreams of championships had either faded or all but disintegrated by the last month of the regular season, let alone October.
There was Francisco Lindor, explaining to reporters that his back injury should not keep him out for the rest of what has been an MVP-caliber season, then orchestrating defense from the bench with cards and a whistle, smiling wide as his rookie replacement, Luisangel Acuna, hit his first two major league homers in the heat of a pennant race.
There was Harrison Bader, standing stone-faced at his locker insisting one minute that while the fun stories "are cute," the Mets still "haven't done anything at all" -- then kneeling on the field playing with a golden retriever minutes later. There was trade deadline acquisition Jesse Winker, who slid seamlessly into a veteran clubhouse, hitting two pool balls together to serenade the clubhouse with the opening beat from "Centerfield" before catching himself with an "I should go do my job!" as nearby teammates chuckled at the quirks.
And, of course, there were the literal pictures, the ones taken in the dugout after every homer, holding "OMG" signs honoring shortstop Jose Iglesias's smash hit song of the same name. That latter clause, combined with the information that this year was supposed to be spent regrouping under fresh leadership and now finds the Mets leading the Atlanta Braves by two games for the final NL wild-card spot with 10 games to play entering Thursday, explains the Mets' season as well as anything.
"The vibe is better, but I mean, the vibe wasn't really bad last year," veteran reliever Adam Ottavino said. "It was just tough to keep it going because we weren't winning."

Members of the Mets pose with their OMG sign to celebrate a home run. (Dustin Satloff/Getty Images)


Until June, these Mets weren't winning, either. The ace they were counting on, Kodai Senga, was lost to injury. Closer Edwin Diaz was still finding his old mojo after missing last year with the agonizing knee injury he suffered in a World Baseball Classic celebration. Pete Alonso was not exploding in his final year before free agency, struggling enough at times to make some wonder whether the pressure of potentially leaving the only organization he has known was bearing down. Cohen made clear that this year would be a break from win-at-all-costs to structure a winner at a more sustainable cost.
He promised a competitive roster, and still had an expensive one, but in a division that included the mighty Philadelphia Phillies and Braves, the Mets were a long shot for the postseason. They played April and May like they did not want to have a shot at all, falling 171/2 games back in the NL East by mid-June.
But while those struggles were disappointing, they were not catastrophic for new general manager David Stearns and his rookie manager, Carlos Mendoza, neither of whom inherited the same pressures as their predecessors -- at least not immediately.
That pressure seemed to squelch the Mets' resilience in 2023, when everything went so wrong, so fast, that New York sold at the trade deadline. But this year, even without departed veterans Max Scherzer and Justin Verlander, and largely absent production from struggling former NL batting champion Jeff McNeil, the Mets fell but bounced.
"You don't think about that stuff when you're playing," Ottavino said. "When you have huge expectations and you stink, I feel like that weighs on you a little differently than when you didn't have them. But in the moment, I don't think it's affecting the games."
Naturally, Mendoza says now he knew the Mets could not keep playing that poorly forever. Too much character. Too much talent.
"I'm going to go back to the talent and quality of the people we have there that gave us a sign of hope that hey, this will turn around," Mendoza said, and it is important to remember that even a year of relatively low spending still leaves the Mets with the most expensive collection of talent in the sport ($317.8 million this year, according to Spotrac).
But that assembly of talent lost plenty last year. This group was lucky in all the ways a team 11 games under .500 on June 2 needs to be lucky to emerge from those depths.
They are lucky injuries plucked stars from rival Atlanta's offense. They are lucky the Miami Marlins, a playoff team a year ago, showed no interest in duplicating that feat this year. They are lucky the Chicago Cubs and San Francisco Giants could not turn $200 million-plus payrolls into credible bids for wild-card spots. They are lucky Luis Severino has been steady and Sean Manaea has been otherworldly for a surprisingly stalwart rotation, though it would be fair to credit the Mets for betting on resurgences from players actually capable of engineering them.
And they are lucky that when the seeds of chaos native to Citi Field bloomed this year, they yielded an anthem written by a journeyman infielder and a winning streak started by a purple McDonald's character who threw out a ceremonial first pitch -- instead of, say, dugout dysfunction. Perhaps, absent the pressure of being the highest-paid assembly of talent in MLB history that ate them up in 2023, they are breathing differently this time.
For example: This week, when the Mets required a team meeting before Monday's series opener against the Nationals, it was not the usual last-ditch plea to pull a scrambling team together. This one, which featured an address from Stearns and earnest urging from free-agent-to-be Alonso, was more a girding of loins -- a reminder to appreciate the chance to play their way into the postseason over the next two weeks and do everything possible to seize it.
What followed was a series sweep in which they outscored the Nationals 22-2 despite playing without Lindor for more games in a week than they had in three years.
"You can feel something special, and I think it's just because of the people we have in that room. It's a place where they are looking forward to come to work every day, to hang out and prepare, push each other, then go out and compete and get the job done," Mendoza said. "Every year is different, but this one definitely feels like a special one."
Mendoza, like Bader, like so many other Mets too determined to declare just having a chance a success, insists they have not accomplished anything yet. Indeed, the reality of life in New York is that here, they will remember the falling short, not the better-than-expected. But for the first time in a few years, for a few more days at least, the Mets are still firmly in the exceeding expectations portion of a long and exhausting season. As it turns out, spending September that way is more fun than the alternative.
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The future of RFK Stadium should be up to D.C. -- not a Montana senator
A Montana senator is blocking D.C.'s hopes for developing the RFK Stadium site. What if the roles were reversed?
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-09-18

A bill to pass control of the RFK Stadium land has passed the House but not the Senate. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post) 


Imagine a member of Congress telling her or his constituents that Washington lawmakers have no business meddling in their affairs. In the nation's capital, that only happens on days that end in "y."
"We do not need bureaucrats back in Washington telling us how to protect our lands in Montana," Sen. Steve Daines (R-Mont.) once said.
Good day, Sen. Daines. You clearly understand how frustrating it can be for someone based 2,000 miles away to meddle in your people's affairs. That means, Senator, you can clearly understand those of us in the District of Columbia who say: We do not need elected officials in Montana telling us how to use our lands in Washington, D.C.
In other words: Keep your hands off the area surrounding RFK Stadium.
With all due respect.
There's a lot to unpack in the continuing saga of the Washington Commanders' search for a new stadium site. How to summarize? Let's see.
A family from Montana whose forefather designed the out-of-use logo for an NFL franchise with a now-defunct name feels disrespected by that franchise, which just opened a memorial honoring that forefather's contribution in hopes of assuaging family members, though a senator from their home state continues to block a bill that would allow the use of land within the District of Columbia's borders, which might well be used to develop that new stadium.
You follow? Not really? Well, maybe it distills to this: The federal government is messed up enough that it takes just one of the 100 senators to obstruct the progress of a bill that passed the House with bipartisan support, even though that bill has little or nothing to do with life in that senator's home state.
Which is all a reminder: At least the good people of Montana have senators who might take up their causes. Those of us in the nation's capital? Not so much.
This is silly. It's also solvable.
Start with the family of Walter "Blackie" Wetzel. Since the Washington NFL franchise dropped its old name in 2020, Wetzel's family has sought recognition for its ancestor, who came up with the concept and helped design the rendering of a Native American chief that adorned the old helmets for decades. You know the image. You might even still own a hat that bears it.
What the Wetzels wanted, they said, was a conversation with the team about how to pay tribute both to Wetzel and the Native Americans most of his family feel were honored -- not disparaged -- by the team's old name and logo. They drew the support of Daines, who said in May he would not allow the Senate to consider a bill that would grant the District the right to develop the federally owned land that houses RFK Stadium -- a bill known as the D.C. Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium Campus Revitalization Act.
According to reporting by my colleague Sam Fortier, the family not only got that conversation with franchise executives -- first virtually, then in person -- but also a memorial at the Commanders' home field. The team's new ownership group flew in nearly two dozen Wetzel descendants, including Blackie's grandson Ryan, from all corners of the country to attend an unveiling Sunday.
What else do they need?
"I don't want to get too complex," Ryan Wetzel told Fortier.
Um, with all due respect ... what? If you want control of the logo, say it. If you want money, say it.
But be clear on this: The old name is retired. The logo went with it. In these eyes, that's appropriate. In others', perhaps not. Either way, we need to get comfortable with the following truism: Neither the name nor the logo is coming back. Tilt at windmills all you want. That's the case.
Back to Daines. In May, when he spoke at a committee hearing to draw attention to the Wetzels' (supposed) plight, he told The Post, "Ryan sees there's a moment here where they could do something very significant in terms of ensuring the legacy of that logo."
Is the display at the stadium -- complete with a large gold plaque explaining Blackie Wetzel's role as an advocate for Native Americans -- not enough?

There is now a memorial to Blackie Wetzel at Northwest Stadium. (Alyssa Howell) 


Turns out it doesn't matter, because Daines is moving the goal posts. As the team was taking steps to satisfy the Wetzels -- literally, as the Wetzels were sitting in a suite watching the Commanders game -- the senator was taking up the cause of John Two Guns White Calf, the tribal leader whose portrait inspired Blackie Wetzel to draw the old logo and whose family had reached out to Daines's staff.
"The fans want him back, and we want him back," Thomas White Calf, a great nephew of the Blackfeet chief, told Fox News for a story published during the Commanders' game Sunday.
"This is about righting a wrong," Daines told Fox News by email.
Look, this isn't even about whether the RFK site is the right place for a new Commanders stadium. Romantically, sure. But until we know the financing sources and infrastructure impact of any proposal -- be it from the District, Maryland or Virginia -- there's no way to come to a conclusion about which project best suits the team and its fans.
What this is about is a sports franchise and a wayward senator drawing attention to an issue that should bother any American -- whether they are a Commanders fan, a Cowboys fan, an advocate to abolish the old name or an advocate to bring it back.
Close your eyes for a second. Imagine the role of Daines being played by, say, Phil Mendelson (D), the chairman of the D.C. Council.
Would the good senator from Montana take kindly to an elected official from the nation's capital using political performatives to block, say, an economic development project in Bozeman? It sounds absurd because it is absurd.
The National Park Service manages the land on which RFK sits. The National Park Service has done nothing with the land on which RFK sits. As the highest-ranking Republican on the Senate subcommittee on national parks, Daines has a right to weigh in. This is how he chooses to do it?
"There are over 100 acres sitting on monumental access in Washington, D.C., that the National Park Service just simply can't make productive," D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) told reporters Monday.
And yet a senator from Montana wants to prevent the residents of the District of Columbia -- already disenfranchised -- from having a shot.
The Wetzels have been honored. If they want something more, say it publicly and clearly. If the White Calf family needs its share, well, there's plenty of space at the Commanders' stadium to put up another plaque.
But to be the best version of the nation's capital, the people of the nation's capital need a shot at developing that prime piece of real estate where the football team once played. Maybe it's for a stadium. Maybe it's not.
Either way, the senator from Montana ought to step aside when it comes to the affairs of the District of Columbia, just as that senator would expect D.C. officials to stay out of the affairs of his state. It would be an argument about states' rights -- if D.C. were even allowed to be a state.
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Tai Felton waited his turn. Now the Maryland wide receiver stands alone.
Felton is the first player in program history to eclipse 100 receiving yards in each of the first three games of a season.
By Gene Wang | 2024-09-19

Maryland wide receiver Tai Felton has three straight games with more than 100 yards to start this season, setting a program record. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


During the offseason and into training camp, Maryland wide receiver Tai Felton would remain at the football facility well after teammates had departed, devoting extra time to catching hundreds of tennis balls from a machine. The sessions lasted from approximately 11 p.m. to 1 a.m., Terrapins Coach Michael Locksley said, and often followed exhaustive workouts earlier in the day.
When he took a brief hiatus from summer training in College Park, Felton traveled to Florida to spend four days at the Exos performance center in Gulf Breeze, performing drills with NFL players at his position to fortify techniques designed to elevate his receiving skills.
"I know he spent time with a veteran pro [and kind of] came back a different guy, taking care of his body," Locksley said. "His confidence is through the roof. He's playing and practicing at a high level. Can't say enough good things about Tai, and the season he's having thus far is a product of the work he's put in."
With his latest performance in Saturday night's 27-13 win at Virginia, Felton became the first player in program history to begin a season with three consecutive games of at least 100 receiving yards. The senior finished with 117 yards on nine receptions against the Cavaliers, both game highs, highlighted by a 19-yard touchdown catch with 54 seconds to play in the second quarter.
Felton's 447 receiving yards rank third in major college football entering this week, and his 27 receptions are tied for third. He also is tied for fourth in the country in receiving touchdowns (four) and leads Big Ten players in all three categories.
"It's definitely a testament to how hard I work," Felton said. "I have a lot of guys on the team that push me to be great. When those guys are pushing me, man, I try to go as hard as I can, so it's a testament to how hard I work during the week, Monday through Thursday, because that's where it starts. Practice is the show, and the show is practice."
Felton's next chance to add to his outsize statistics comes Saturday afternoon when the Terrapins (2-1) face Villanova (3-0), which is ranked fifth in the Football Championship Subdivision, at SECU Stadium. Maryland has won 14 consecutive nonconference games, the second-longest streak in the country behind No. 2 Georgia (24).
The victory over the Cavaliers, and his significant contributions to it, carried special meaning for Felton, who played high school football at Stone Bridge in Ashburn. He is one of the few representatives from Northern Virginia on Maryland's roster that comprises a majority of players from the commonwealth's border rival.
Felton had been a coveted high school recruit before a leg injury forced him to miss his senior year at Stone Bridge. While other programs discontinued or de-escalated their recruitment of Felton, the Terrapins remained in close contact, willing to gamble he would recover fully to become a central piece in their offense.
Upon arriving at Maryland, Felton embraced patience by necessity after beginning his college career on special teams. Then he waited behind the likes of Rakim Jarrett, Dontay Demus, Jeshaun Jones and even current teammate Kaden Prather for the opportunity to ascend to the first option in the passing game.
It became clear in this year's season opener that Felton was well on his way: He recorded a career-high 178 yards and two touchdowns on seven receptions in a 50-7 win against visiting Connecticut. The highlight was turning a catch on a five-yard hitch into a 75-yard touchdown late in the third quarter, eluding several defenders on his way to the end zone.
"His mindset," Prather said of the most pronounced area of growth for Felton. "He always knew he could do it. He just had to see himself do it. I saw him get the extra work in all offseason. His mind is at a way higher level than his first few years."
Felton's close relationship with quarterback Billy Edwards Jr. also has been a major component to his rise. The two have been acquainted since high school, when they initially faced each other as freshmen. Edwards played at Lake Braddock in Burke, where his father served as defensive coordinator.
Both players share similar journeys at Maryland, with Edwards having been an understudy for the past two years under Taulia Tagovailoa, the record-setting starter who left the Terrapins as the Big Ten's all-time leader in passing yards. Edwards, a redshirt junior, won the starting job this year following a three-way competition during training camp.
Interest during the offseason from other power conference programs could have sent Felton into the transfer portal, Locksley said. But he elected to stay put because of the track record of the passing game under Locksley and offensive coordinator Josh Gattis, as well as his connection with Edwards.
"He's had to stay persistent," Edwards said. "[He] didn't really get the opportunity he wanted to be on offense as quick as he wanted, but I think the biggest thing for him is just he stayed the course, and he stayed persistent in his growth as a receiver. And then the biggest thing I think between this year and last year is just the mental side of his game, knowing he's an older player now, not trying to force things, let the game come to him, not feeling pressure when it doesn't. Those two things have been the biggest things that have helped him have the hot start he's had this year."
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Man sends fake mass shooting, bomb threats after fantasy football spat 
Matthew Gabriel pleaded guilty to knowingly fabricating a mass shooting threat in Norway and a bombing plot at the University of Iowa.
By Andrew Jeong | 2024-09-19

The federal courthouse in Philadelphia, where Matthew Gabriel pleaded guilty to making false mass shooting threats. (Matt Rourke/AP)


A Pennsylvania man pleaded guilty to sending false tips to law enforcement officials about a potential mass shooting and bombing plot, apparently trying to frame a member of his fantasy football group after the two had an online dispute.
Matthew Gabriel, a 25-year-old from Philadelphia, sent fake, anonymous tips to law enforcement, knowingly and falsely describing the other person as someone plotting a mass shooting in Norway and a bombing in Iowa, the Justice Department said in a news release Wednesday. Authorities did not name the other person.
Gabriel's actions "consumed significant law enforcement resources on two continents," Jacqueline C. Romero, a federal prosecutor, said in the release. The false tips diverted authorities from actual incidents and investigations, she added.
"Hoax threats aren't a joke or protected speech, they're a crime," she said. "My advice to keyboard warriors who'd like to avoid federal charges: always think of the potential consequences before you hit 'post' or 'send.'"
Gabriel's attorney did not immediately reply to a request for comment.
When Gabriel learned last year that the person with whom he had the online dispute was going to study abroad in Norway, Gabriel sent an anonymous tip to the Norwegian Police Security Service and said the person planned to commit a mass shooting, the Justice Department said.
"On August 15th a man ... is headed around oslo and has a shooting planned with multiple people on his side involved. they plan to take as many as they can at a concert and then head to a department store," Gabriel wrote in the anonymous online tip.
"I just can't have random people dying on my conscience," Gabriel added.
Law enforcement officials in Norway and the United States scrambled for five days and spent hundreds of hours investigating the threat. FBI officials tracked down Gabriel, and he admitted to submitting the false tip.
Then, in March, as Gabriel was being prosecuted for sending the false mass shooting tip, he posed as another person and emailed the University of Iowa with the subject line "Possible Threat." He shared a screenshot from his fantasy football chat group containing a message that appeared to suggest the same person was going to bomb the University of Iowa, officials said.
Gabriel, however, knew that the threat was false, and was part of a longer conversation that clearly showed the original message had been made in jest, according to the release.
Gabriel pleaded guilty to two counts of interstate and foreign communication of a threat to injure and faces a maximum possible sentence of five years in prison and a $250,000 fine. His sentencing is scheduled for Jan. 7.
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The Orioles cut Craig Kimbrel, but their problems are far from solved
Baltimore designated the struggling veteran reliever for assignment, and it's becoming increasingly clear the team needed to do more to fortify its roster.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-09-19

Craig Kimbrel allowed six runs Tuesday night in what turned out to be his final appearance for the Baltimore Orioles. (Stephanie Scarbrough/AP)


The Baltimore Orioles finally conceded on the biggest free agent signing of General Manager Mike Elias's tenure Wednesday, designating closer Craig Kimbrel for assignment after another painfully ineffective performance Tuesday in a loss to the San Francisco Giants.
The decision was weeks in the making for an Orioles team that has otherwise been aggressive in shuffling its relief options all season, a trademark of a front office that proved itself willing to bring in fresher, unfamiliar arms at the expense of homegrown pitchers whose stints with the Orioles sometimes ended abruptly to clear the way.
But with Kimbrel, there was patience, the polite removal from the closer's role, the chances to find his way in low-leverage situations and the hope that somehow the most experienced postseason reliever in the organization might be of use to them again when it mattered.
"We have so much respect for Craig and his career and what he's done for the game, how long he's pitched, how long he's pitched well," Orioles Manager Brandon Hyde told reporters Wednesday. "It's never easy to say goodbye to somebody who's done a lot."
But Kimbrel made it impossible to make any other choice. The 36-year-old allowed 25 runs in his last 18 innings, including six in a disastrous appearance Tuesday, making it clear that the sliding Orioles could no longer afford to give him a spot -- and wouldn't be able to give him one in the postseason, either.
Kimbrel is not the reason the Orioles had lost eight of their past 11 games entering Wednesday and are clinging to home-field advantage in a wild-card series rather than competing for a first-round bye. Their offense has disappeared, scoring 21 runs in those 11 games as players they rely on, such as Adley Rutschman (.180 batting average in that span), Ryan O'Hearn (.111) and Anthony Santander (.195), have slumped. Other key producers, including Jordan Westburg and Ryan Mountcastle, are hurrying back from injuries.
So is starter Grayson Rodriguez, whose shoulder injury might need more time than the calendar allows before October. The rest of their starting rotation is holding on for dear life despite season-ending injuries to Kyle Bradish, John Means and Tyler Wells, as well as a second-half slump by Corbin Burnes that is only just abating.
But the decision to designate Kimbrel for assignment -- which comes a day after fellow late-inning option Yennier Cano was unavailable with forearm tightness that the Orioles seem to think is not a bigger issue -- illuminates the uncomfortable reality of the Orioles' roster: They needed pitching help at the trade deadline that would transform their bullpen and the top of their rotation. They needed to emerge from the deadline with a lockdown closer who would make a Kimbrel resurgence a luxury, not a necessity, and take pressure off Cano and an otherwise beat-up group of veterans and unproven young pitchers. They did not get it.
Instead, they dealt for Zach Eflin, a veteran who will prop them up in the absence of Bradish, Means and Rodriguez but not lift them higher. They dealt Connor Norby and Kyle Stowers to Miami for Trevor Rogers, a starter who was no sure thing to slide into the middle of their rotation, let alone the top, and has since been optioned to Class AAA. They traded for Seranthony Dominguez, a good back-end reliever but by no means a lockdown option in a market that offered Jason Adam, Tanner Scott, Carlos Estevez and others. They made moves that might not dramatically alter their 2024 fortunes but that would not cost them things they might not need in 2025, either.
And for such a young, promising team, with a window seemingly as wide open, one can understand the logic. For one, young players such as Colton Cowser, Heston Kjerstad and Jackson Holliday need to play to become the players the Orioles think they will be. Trading the most coveted names in their farm system for elite pitching could have meant making decisions before they have a chance to determine what they have in those hopefuls. Trading for soon-to-be free agent relievers would mean surrendering talent for a few months of help.
But the risk in wanting to see what you have is that it might become clear too late that what you have is not enough -- and this year presented a rare opportunity, too: The Orioles did trade top talent for one year of Burnes in the offseason, a no-brainer for an up-and-coming staff in need of a true ace. Under Elias, and even long before him, Baltimore has not committed to a starting pitcher the kind of money it probably would need to commit to Burnes to keep him. This is the year the Orioles have with one of the best starters of this generation, and he is healthy.
They still have Burnes. Dominguez has emerged as a perfectly serviceable back-end type, and Cano has some of the nastiest stuff around. But Scott or Adam -- both of whom went to the San Diego Padres, whose minor league system is much thinner than Baltimore's -- would have changed the dynamic entirely and would have helped shorten games for a hurting rotation.
And as it turned out, in part because of injuries, in part because of young players still finding their way through unprecedented challenges, the lineup needed more help than it got, too. Shortly after trading Austin Hays for Dominguez, the Orioles were hunting for right-handed-hitting help in Austin Slater and Eloy Jimenez, both of whom were buy-low options who have helped but certainly did not have the kind of resumes that suggested they could elevate a young lineup into a championship one.
Norby, the infielder they traded for Rogers, is hitting .283 with an .879 OPS for the Marlins. The infielders they trusted, Coby Mayo and Holliday, have combined for seven hits in September -- an understandable performance by two of the youngest players in the majors still trying to overcome the challenges of earning playing time while developing in a pennant race. The Orioles, who had more infield depth in their organization than anyone could comprehend to start spring training, are now relying on journeymen Emmanuel Rivera and Livan Soto on a nightly basis.
"The testing of our depth, and a lot of depth we've lost, is not something I anticipated in this degree in the second half on the position player side," Elias told reporters in a candid session Tuesday. "It's turned out here that's not necessarily been the crisis we were expecting in the second half, and we've been paying for it."
But the crisis they did expect, a year-long crisis of pitching depth that would have challenged any contender, remains. They conceded Wednesday that Kimbrel will not be part of the solution. Elias and his staff have long bet on their organization's ability to fill the clubhouse with top young talent and veterans that other teams overlooked. Until recently, they did it well enough to lead one of the toughest divisions in baseball for most of two seasons. The chance to bring in proven help has long since passed. If salvation is coming, it must come from within.
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Falcons player cites gun violence in disavowing TD celebration
Coach Raheem Morris called wide receiver Drake London pretending to fire a gun, just over a week after the team honored victims of the shooting at Apalachee High School, "a mistake." 
By Des Bieler | 2024-09-19

"I'm not too happy with it, and [you] probably won't see that again from me," Falcons wide receiver Drake London said Wednesday. (Mitchell Leff/Getty Images)


In the wake of a touchdown celebration that incurred a potentially costly penalty toward the end of the Atlanta Falcons' win over the Philadelphia Eagles on Monday night, wide receiver Drake London expressed regrets about having pantomimed firing a weapon into the air.
For one thing, the flag for unsportsmanlike conduct moved a tiebreaking extra point attempt back 15 yards. Atlanta kicker Younghoe Koo was still able to boot it through the uprights, providing the winning margin in the Falcons' 22-21 victory at Philadelphia, but London and Coach Raheem Morris also pointed out Wednesday that the celebration unfolded amid a troubling public health issue.
"There's a lot of stuff going around in the world with gun violence that I don't think I should have displayed there," London told ESPN. "So I'm not too happy with it, and [you] probably won't see that again from me."
As Morris noted during a regularly scheduled news conference at the Falcons' facility, the team had just honored the victims of a shooting this month at Atlanta-area Apalachee High School. Four people, including two students and two teachers, were killed and nine more were injured in what became the deadliest U.S. school shooting of the year.
Before the kickoff of their season-opening home game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, the Falcons held a moment of silence at Mercedes-Benz Stadium, and some of their players and coaches wore Apalachee T-shirts during warmups. The Falcons then invited Apalachee's football team to visit their facility and watch practice.
"We hosted the school that had the violence here," Morris told reporters Wednesday, "and we're really sensitive about all of those things and how those things happen for us. And we do care."
Of London's penalty, Morris said it was "a celebration that you don't want to have happen, because of the violence that goes on in our country that we're very sensitive of."
"But he had no ill will and no intent," the 48-year-old coach continued, "and that's a mistake by all of us, on all of our parts, to have those things come out in light of what's going on in our country."
Morris's appraisal of the celebration Wednesday appeared to represent somewhat of a tonal shift from remarks he made the day before.
Noting then that he did not see what London, 23, did when it happened, Morris had told reporters Tuesday: "I guess it was the use of the weapon, how people interpreted that as a penalty. You know Drake -- he's a great kid. His intent was not as a use of a weapon. He probably was [mimicking] shooting T-shirts into the stands, to be honest with you, because he's just that kind of a guy."
Morris added then that London "immediately apologized on-site before I could even get a chance to correct him."
The sequence involving London's celebration added an unhappy note to what was otherwise an exhilarating finish to Atlanta's win. Coming off a desultory loss to the Steelers, the Falcons took advantage of a late-game gaffe by Eagles running back Saquon Barkley and marched 70 yards in just over a minute to score the go-ahead touchdown and extra point. They then sealed the win by intercepting Philadelphia quarterback Jalen Hurts.
"It was my first 'Monday Night Football' game," London said to ESPN on Wednesday. "I kind of lost myself in there. I wasn't happy with the position I put my team in."
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Prominent NBA reporter Adrian Wojnarowski announces retirement from ESPN
Wojnarowski, famous for his frequent scoops known as "Woj Bombs," is leaving ESPN to take a job in the athletic department at St. Bonaventure University, his alma mater.
By Ben Strauss | 2024-09-19

Adrian Wojnarowski, shown at the NBA draft in June, announced he is leaving ESPN. (Chris Marion/NBAE/Getty Images)


Prominent NBA reporter Adrian Wojnarowski is retiring from ESPN, he announced Wednesday, to take a job in the athletic department at his alma mater, St. Bonaventure University.
Wojnarowski, 55, reached a level of fame few reporters ever know thanks to his "Woj Bombs," or breaking news announcements on X. He has become as recognizable to NBA fans as many of the players he has covered, generating millions of social media followers with his ability to break news of the league's biggest trades and signings.
"The craft transformed my life, but I've decided to retire from ESPN and the news industry," Wojnarowski wrote on X. "I understand the commitment required in my role, and it's an investment that I'm no longer driven to make."
Wojnarowski helped shape the landscape of sports media in the digital age. With the explosion of Twitter nearly two decades ago, every NBA reporter could suddenly compete for every piece of news -- and Wojnarowski excelled at delivering those nuggets to fans. He turned those scoops into an enormous influence on league business. His reports helped set the league's agenda, and owners asked his advice on hires. Wojnarowski often was described by people across the NBA as one of the most powerful people in the league because of his access to information and his ability to horse-trade with it.
He signed a contract with ESPN in 2022 that paid him around $7.5 million per year for five years. Wojnarowski has three years left on that deal, meaning he is walking away from more than $20 million.
While Wojnarowski's influence is unquestioned, he could be a polarizing figure. Admirers marveled at his work ethic, his relationship-building and his seeming monopoly on breaking news. "He's the most curious person I've ever met," his college classmate and New York Post sports columnist Mike Vaccaro once told The Washington Post. "If you put him on the White House beat, he'd be the best White House reporter ever."
Critics -- including other reporters -- accused him of favoring and protecting his best sources in exchange for information. One former NBA general manager once had a former employee's emails searched to see if he had been leaking to Wojnarowski -- and found that he was.
Wojnarowski began his career at newspapers, including the Hartford Courant and the Bergen Record in New Jersey. He was an award-winning columnist and wrote a well-received book about a high school basketball team before covering the NBA for Yahoo Sports. He regularly beat ESPN to scoops in those years to the point that ESPN hired him in 2017.
In recent years, his news-breaking rivalry with his former protege, Shams Charania, who works for the Athletic, was a fascination around the NBA and on the internet.
With Wojnarowski now out of the game, NBA reporters immediately began whispering about how the league's information ecosystem could change: Would more information suddenly flow to other reporters? Would anyone fill the Wojnarowski vacuum? Charania, several noted, is set for free agency and could be a replacement for his former rival.
At ESPN, Wojnarowski's retirement was surprising to both reporters and executives -- many of whom learned of it Wednesday. That he was willing to walk away from so much money, though, is an acknowledgment of the grueling lifestyle of a news-breaker and the world he built -- the hours glued to his phone and the never-ending news cycle. Wojnarowski will leave that behind to become general manager of the men's basketball team at St. Bonaventure, a mid-major school in the Atlantic 10 Conference.
Since the NCAA's name, image and likeness (NIL) rules changed in 2021 to allow payments to athletes, Wojnarowski has been a prominent donor to the school's collective, and his new role will involve roster construction through the transfer portal as well as fundraising and budgeting related to NIL.
General managers are becoming more common in major college sports. The Duke men's basketball team, an early adopter of the position, hired Rachel Baker from Nike in 2022. The Syracuse men's basketball team hired Alex Kline, a former NBA scout with the New Orleans Pelicans and the New York Knicks.
Jesse Dougherty contributed to this report.
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Nationals offer little resistance as Mets cap three-game sweep
New York roughs up rookie lefty DJ Herz, knocking him out during a nine-run fourth inning as the Mets complete a three-game sweep to buoy their playoff hopes.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-09-19

The Nationals -- and everyone else at Citi Field -- were seeing red during a pitching change amid a nine-run fourth inning from the Mets. (Dustin Satloff/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- When it was finally over, Jacob Barnes walked back to the pitching rubber and didn't realize the nightmare had ended. Who could blame him? The bottom of the fourth inning Wednesday night at Citi Field seemed interminable for the Washington Nationals.
Barnes realized his misstep and ambled toward the visiting dugout as the Queens faithful rose after the Mets had batted around to hang nine runs on the Nationals. Luisangel Acuna tacked on a homer in the eighth inning to cap a 10-0 win and complete New York's emphatic three-game sweep. The Mets outscored the Nationals 22-2 in the series and posted 25 hits to Washington's 12. The Mets (84-68), who are tied for second in the race for the National League's three wild cards, won 11 of their 13 meetings against the Nationals (68-84).
"We've played some teams really well in our division; some teams we haven't," Manager Dave Martinez said. "The teams that we don't play good against, we got to get better against."
A major plot point for the Nationals' young starters has been avoiding innings like that fourth. With so many inexperienced pitchers -- not to mention a young infield behind them -- there is an inevitability to such occasional unravelings. MacKenzie Gore, Jake Irvin and Mitchell Parker have endured similar implosions.
Against the Mets, it was DJ Herz's turn. Herz allowed one hit in the first three innings of a scoreless game. The 23-year-old left-hander avoided an early jam in the first inning and struck out the side in the third. He had gotten six whiffs on 13 swings against his four-seam fastball to that point. Herz's ERA before the fourth inning was 3.56. When the inning was over, it had skyrocketed to 4.30.
"I was attacking the zone. I was getting ahead," Herz said. "That fourth inning, they did a great job with two-strike hitting. And, yeah, they got me."
Herz walked Brandon Nimmo to open the fourth. Then came three straight hits: a single by Pete Alonso, an RBI double by Tyrone Taylor and a two-run single by Mark Vientos. Pitching coach Jim Hickey came out for a mound visit. Herz struck out Francisco Alvarez and seemed to have settled down.
But Herz walked Harrison Bader before Acuna singled to extend the Mets' lead to 4-0. Herz then got Jose Iglesias to pop up to right field, but Dylan Crews misplayed the ball and it dropped right in front of him. By that point, Herz was at 35 pitches in the inning. Martinez came out to get him.
"When he fell behind, he fell behind and walked guys," Martinez said. "... I saw he started getting a little frustrated, so we got him out of there."
Herz got to two strikes in all four of the at-bats that resulted in runs. But he couldn't find the put-away pitch.
"It's a learning process, right?" Martinez said. "We want him to learn from this mistake so that, his next outing, he learns that when something does go awry or the first guy gets on, he knows how to slow things down and get to that next pitch."
Rookie or veteran, the Mets did not discriminate in the fourth. After Herz exited, the 34-year-old Barnes came on and allowed a two-run singled to Starling Marte. Then Nimmo, batting for the second time in the inning, crushed a three-run homer into the visitors' bullpen. Barnes put his hand up in the air, practically signaling a surrender. Crews took a few steps and then stopped in his tracks.
The Nationals didn't have a nine-run rally in them against Jose Quintana. In fact, they had nothing all season against Quintana, whose dominance of Washington can be quantified as such: 21 innings, seven hits, zero runs, 11 strikeouts.
CJ Abrams had two singles in the first three innings. Those were the only hits the Nationals had until Darren Baker hit a pinch-hit double in the eighth.
"The biggest thing facing the Mets is we didn't have that clutch hit, that timely hitting, especially with runners in scoring position," Ildemaro Vargas said through an interpreter. "And they actually did do exactly that. ... At the major league level, that's a big difference."
Right-hander Trevor Williams will return to the Nationals' rotation Friday at the Chicago Cubs. He last pitched May 30 before going on the injured list with a right flexor strain. Before his injury, he had a 2.22 ERA in 12 starts. Once the Nationals activate him from the 60-day injured list, they will have to make a roster move to clear space.
Patrick Corbin will pitch Thursday, followed by Williams, Gore and Irvin. The Nationals will finish the season with a six-man rotation, giving each starter one start in the team's final homestand. ...
Martinez ideally would have had second baseman Luis Garcia Jr. in Wednesday's lineup, even against the lefty Quintana. But Garcia exited Tuesday's loss in the fourth inning with right wrist soreness, and Martinez said the injury was still bothering him Wednesday.
Garcia has been dealing with soreness all year and started feeling it again over the past week, Martinez noted. He was available to pinch-hit but was not used.
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College football best bets: Tennessee is the pick against Oklahoma
The Sooners are rarely home underdogs, but they could struggle to keep pace with the high-scoring Volunteers.
By Matt Bonesteel | 2024-09-19

Tennessee quarterback Nico Iamaleava, left, celebrated with Bru McCoy against North Carolina State on Sept. 7. Iamaleava has been an immediate star in his redshirt freshman season. (Lance King/Getty Images)


The grim start for these picks continued with a 1-3 Saturday this past weekend. A season record of 4-8 is unacceptable, but there's still plenty of time to turn things around.
This column will give out four college football picks per week: the game of the week, a favorite, an underdog and a wild card, which can be anything (another favorite or underdog in a game that might be flying under the radar or a total, for instance). Hopefully we'll all be in good shape by the time the clock hits zero at the national championship game in Atlanta on Jan. 20.
All times Eastern.
No. 6 Tennessee at No. 15 Oklahoma
7:30 p.m., ABC
The pick: Tennessee -61/2 (FanDuel)
Volunteers Coach Josh Heupel returns to Norman to face the team he quarterbacked to the 2000 national championship, and I think Tennessee is the way to go here. The Vols have outscored their three opponents 191-13, and while two of them were pushovers, the other was a quasi-road game against a North Carolina State team that entered the season in the Associated Press top 25. The Sooners have been far less dominant. Oklahoma averaged a paltry 4.1 yards per play in a narrow home win over Houston on Sept. 7, and for the season it is averaging just 4.86 yards per play (116th in the nation) even though its other two opponents -- Temple and Tulane -- rank 101st and 81st, respectively, in defensive success rate. Vols redshirt freshman quarterback Nico Iamaleava gets all the hype (his 10.4 yards per attempt ranks eighth nationally), but Tennessee's defense is No. 4 in success rate allowed and has given up just 3.07 yards per play, second in the nation behind Ohio State. The Vols can stop a sluggish Oklahoma offense and have the weapons to win by a comfortable score.
UCLA at No. 16 LSU
3:30 p.m., ABC
The pick: LSU -24 (DraftKings)
As last weekend's narrow win over South Carolina showed, the Tigers can be a maddening team to back. LSU spotted the Gamecocks a 17-0 lead before coming all the way back to go up 29-24 in the fourth quarter. The Tigers then gave up the next nine points to dig yet another hole but got the win on a touchdown with 1:12 left. This is more a play against UCLA taking on a rough road environment than it is a nod of support for LSU. The Bruins might be among the worst power conference teams in the country. They needed two fourth-quarter field goals to eke out an opening win over a Hawaii team that has since gotten manhandled by Sam Houston, then looked completely noncompetitive in a 42-13 home loss to Indiana last weekend. UCLA ranks 109th in defensive success rate and 121st in offensive success rate, and a night game in Death Valley is no place to get right. The Tigers roll.
Tulane at Louisiana Lafayette
Noon, ESPNU
The pick: Louisiana Lafayette +31/2 (FanDuel)
The Green Wave certainly is the more tested team, having lost to Kansas State and Oklahoma along with an easy win over Southeastern Louisiana of the Football Championship Subdivision. The Ragin' Cajuns, meanwhile, have played just two games, neither of them particularly taxing (blowout wins over FCS Grambling and Football Bowl Subdivision newcomer Kennesaw State). I'll side with the underdog here nonetheless. Quarterback Ben Wooldridge has completed 76.9 percent of his passes with four touchdowns, and running backs Zylan Perry and Elijah Davis are averaging 9.9 yards and 6.8 yards per carry, respectively. Tulane's Pro Football Focus defensive grade ranks 95th nationally, and the Green Wave still looks as if it is finding its footing with first-year coach Jon Sumrall and all the transfers he brought in. Louisiana Lafayette is a more cohesive unit -- it led the Sun Belt in returning production -- and I like the Cajuns as a small dog at home.
Charlotte at Indiana
Noon, Big Ten Network
The pick: Charlotte team total under 101/2 points (DraftKings)
Things are looking grim in the second year of the Biff Poggi experiment at Charlotte. This past weekend, the 49ers needed 21 fourth-quarter points to salvage a 27-26 win over Gardner-Webb, which not only is an FCS team but a not-particularly-good FCS team. (In his weekly rankings of all 764 college football teams -- FBS, FCS, Division II, Division III and NAIA -- ESPN's Bill Connelly has the Runnin' Bulldogs ranked 43rd in FCS.) With Charlotte already down starting quarterback Max Brown, freshman second-stringer Deshawn Purdie suffered an injury in the third quarter, leaving former walk-on Trexler Ivey to spur the comeback. Poggi said Tuesday that Ivey (four touchdown passes, 10 interceptions last season) will start against the Hoosiers. Gardner-Webb sacked Purdie six times, and the Hoosiers already have 12 sacks this season (tied for second in the nation) and rank seventh in Pro Football Focus's pass-rush grade. Indiana already has held two of its three opponents below the 49ers' team total and allowed just 13 points to UCLA last weekend. Another strong showing is on tap.
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How single leg sleeves became an on-court fashion staple in the WNBA
Players around the WNBA are wearing compression sleeves on just one of their legs. Thank two-time MVP A'ja Wilson for starting the trend.
By Alex Prewitt | 2024-09-19

Las Vegas Aces center A'ja Wilson is defended by Minnesota Lynx forward Alanna Smith, both of whom are wearing single leg sleeves. (Ben Brewer/Getty Images)


Like a bright red beacon, the bunched-up pair of compression pants beckoned. Lurking along a laundry loop inside the U.S. women's basketball team's locker room ahead of this summer's Paris Olympics, this otherwise ordinary piece of newly issued game apparel filled its would-be wearer with glee as she grabbed it and set about searching for the closest set of scissors.
"I was like, 'Ooh, I'm going to get to cut my leg sleeve,'" A'ja Wilson said.
The ritual dates from the star center's rookie year with the Las Vegas Aces in 2018, when on the first day of practice her left leg suddenly began bothering her. Advised by trainers to be mindful of keeping the leg warm and loose, she balked at putting on tights that covered both legs. "Because I feel very snug, like I can't move," Wilson said. So she split the difference, trimming off the right legging to leave a single sleeve on the left side, and never looked back.
Since then, Wilson has marked the start of every WNBA season with the same act. Whereas the Las Vegas equipment staff supplies the rest of the nine single-sleeved leggings Wilson cycles through over an average year -- three for each of the team's red, black and white primary colors -- she always cuts the initial pair herself.
"I don't wear it in my offseason training, because I don't need it as much," she said. "So when I put that first leg sleeve on, I'm like, 'Here we go; the real work begins now.'"
Only once in her decorated career has the two-time WNBA champion and two-time MVP been denied the chance to rock the single leg sleeve in meaningful competition. That was three years ago at the Tokyo Olympics, where Wilson and the rest of her American teammates were prohibited by a then-USA Basketball rule from having sleeves of any sort under their jerseys. "I felt naked," Wilson said. "People aren't supposed to see my leg."
All of which led to what Wilson described as "a big moment for me" in Paris, where she went on to win tournament MVP honors while leading the United States to its eighth straight Olympic gold. Tasking two of her teammates to pull the ends of the red compression pants taut ("so I can get the perfect little line"), taking care to line up the correct side with her scissors ("because sometimes it's backwards"), she sensed a refreshing realization wash over her as she snipped away:
"Now I'm really going to be me."

A'ja Wilson wins the opening tip during the gold medal game at the Paris Olympics. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


Look around the WNBA today. The single leg sleeve is everywhere. On Sunday, when all 12 teams were in action to tip off the final week of the regular season, 24 players on 11 of those teams logged minutes wearing compression tights on just one leg -- starting at least around their thigh, running at least past their knee, often disappearing into their socks. That's enough to fill two full active rosters.
The trend was a steady point of reference this season in Chicago, where seven Sky players discovered their shared taste in asymmetrical accessories at the team's media day. "We were laughing that our name should be the Chicago Leg Sleeves," said forward Michaela Onyenwere, a regular wearer of a right-legged sleeve. In Los Angeles, confusion recently stirred in the Sparks' locker room when the left-legged tights of forward Rickea Jackson ended up on guard-forward Rae Burrell's laundry loop.
"But she wears hers on the opposite leg, so I was able to figure it out," Burrell said.
From veterans to rookies, starters to reserves, Americans to international players, the single leg sleeve has become the WNBA's most en vogue game-day accessory. "It's just taken off," said Connecticut Sun guard Tiffany Mitchell, who puts on her left leg sleeve for most games along with two of her teammates, DiJonai Carrington (right) and Veronica Burton (left).
The story begins six years ago, at a time when full compression tights ruled the game. In photos taken at team media days before the 2018 season, countless players are captured with double leggings -- some going down to the ankles, others stopping below the knees, nearly all covering both limbs. Only a single player in the whole league is sporting a sleeve on just one leg. It is the same player who is all but universally acknowledged as the driving force behind the style's booming popularity now.
"The first person that comes to mind is A'ja," Minnesota Lynx forward Alanna Smith said. "She led the charge."
Now bound for her third MVP award after a historic offensive season in which she became the first WNBA player to score 1,000 points, Wilson never set out to be a trendsetter. "I didn't think it was something that people would pay attention to," she said. But the single leg sleeve quickly evolved into her signature. It is synonymous with her dominance, adorning her likeness on T-shirts, on bobbleheads, on the cover of this year's "NBA 2K25'' WNBA edition video game, probably on a statue in Las Vegas someday. And it is symbolic of her influence, having morphed from a creative solution to a personal problem into a full-blown single-sleeved phenomenon.
"I love that it's a part of my identity," Wilson said. "I feel like it's a part of my legacy."

Connecticut Sun guard Tiffany Mitchell is a follower of the single leg sleeve trend. (John McDonnell for The Washington Post)


As with any of its cousins in the family of on-court add-ons -- arm sleeves, wristbands, headbands -- there is no single reason that WNBA players opt for the single leg sleeve.
For Smith, the Lynx forward now in her sixth season, the setup proved to be the best method for managing the lingering effects of right ankle surgery she had as a rookie in 2019. "It just helps keep that whole leg in check," said Smith, who started wearing one while playing for Chicago last year. "If I could wear compression on the entire right side of my body, I would."
Mitchell found the single leg sleeve in a similar way, having endured "a couple" left knee injuries over her nine-year career, including one that required microfracture surgery in 2017. "It's definitely more of a precautionary thing for me," the Sun guard said. "Some gyms are colder than others, especially at the beginning of the season, and I like to keep it warm."
On the spectrum of "look good" to "feel good," most players fall somewhere in the middle in terms of their motivations, as Onyenwere did after injuring her right knee as a senior at UCLA. "I really wasn't a sleeve person at all, but I had to wear a big, bulky brace and really wanted to cover it," said the forward, now in her fourth WNBA season and her first with the Sky. "There's no longer knee issues, so it's a comfort thing. It'd be weird to play without it."
At worst the added leg-warming is a welcome side effect -- or, in the case of Burrell, extra-warming. "I wear Icy Hot on my right knee, so the sleeve keeps it hot," the third-year Sparks guard said. But that wasn't why Burrell first converted from full tights in high school to the single sleeve in college at Tennessee.
"I stole it from my teammate Zaay Green," Burrell recalled. "She used to hit the one leg, so I was like, 'Okay, I think that's cute!'"
In addition to its practical function, the single leg sleeve is simply cool from a fashion standpoint. "Looking at it, it reminds you of a catsuit, maybe something that you'd see a pop star perform in onstage," said Courtney Mays, a personal stylist whose athlete clients include several WNBA players. "There's something a little more showmanlike with the long sleeves."
Added Kirsten Chen, who writes a fashion and lifestyle column for the WNBA's website, "I feel like leg sleeves click for fans because a lot of them see these athletes as superheroes, and [the sleeves] align with that tight, superhero suit aesthetic."
The league's trailblazer wholly agrees.
"Granted, it has its medical thing, it warms my leg up, but I feel like I still have a little sense of me and my style, my pizazz," Wilson said. "It's like you're putting on your battle suit, your armor, but it also gives you that swagger. I still look cute. I'm still vibing."

A'ja Wilson puts up a shot against the Minnesota Lynx. (John Locher/AP)



Chicago Sky rookie Angel Reese wears her single leg sleeve partly as a tribute to Wilson. (Charles Rex Arbogast/AP)


Back when Wilson was just starting to wear the single sleeve, it took her several games to figure out the just-right length at which to cut the right leg, sounding like a hoopster Goldilocks as she described the process.
"Sometimes I cut it too short, so my leg was too exposed," Wilson said. "Sometimes I cut it too long, so it was longer than my shorts, and I was like, 'This is just not it.'"
Even now, though, Wilson has no clue how many inches get cut off and how many are left behind. "I just know," Wilson said, adding that sometimes she measures with a finger. Once an Aces teammate spied Wilson performing her usual preseason ceremony and expressed surprise at the informality.
"That's the beauty behind the leg sleeve?" the teammate asked.
Given the single leg sleeve's prominence today, the teammate's incredulity could be forgiven. For her part, Wilson realized it was catching on in her second WNBA season, albeit not initially in the league. "I started seeing a lot more people [on social media] doing it, like it's fashion or a Halloween costume," Wilson said. "I was getting messages from parents: 'Oh, my daughter cut her good pants off because she wanted the one leg.' I'm like, 'Oh my gosh, not the good pants!'"
As more WNBA players joined in, Wilson welcomed them, too. Asked whether she wanted to shout out any disciples -- the most famous being Sky rookie Angel Reese, who has told reporters her single left leg sleeve both covers a surgical scar and pays homage to two idols, Wilson and former Sparks guard Te'a Cooper -- Wilson let out a wistful sigh.
"Ah, so many," she said. "I just like our young guns. I very much appreciate them rocking it. I want them to carry that one-leg sleeve torch onto the horizon."
Athletes in other sports are already taking the mantle, including members of the U.S. women's soccer team and men's basketball team in Paris this summer. And plenty more of all ages will soon follow: Next spring, Wilson said, Nike plans to release a collection inspired by her on-court gear that includes leggings with one pre-snipped sleeve.
"So people don't have to go through the cutting process that I go through and worry about it rolling up because they cut too much," she said. Of course, Wilson added, if fans wanted to do it the original way, "you probably should cut it."
Wilson knows she isn't the first athlete to don the look. "FloJo obviously always comes up," she said, referring to the colorful catsuits of sprinter Florence Griffith Joyner that left the five-time Olympic medalist's left leg bare. But as its WNBA pioneer, Wilson is naturally a little protective.
"I just hope that if people do wear it, particularly on the left, that they're not disrespecting the leg sleeve," she said. "Can't be out here looking crazy with the one leg sleeve. That holds a lot of weight."
When it comes to her single leg sleeve legacy, more than the Halloween pictures or the bobbleheads or the eventual Nike sales, Wilson is proudest of how its spread has helped others feel like she does on the court: empowered, armored, swaggy. In the WNBA specifically, where even double-leg compression pants didn't catch on until the back half of the 2010s, this all comes at a time when players have never been more comfortable flashing their fashion sense in games, whether through sleeves, hairstyles or, to cite another Wilson favorite, rolled-up shorts. The leg sleeve is no different.
"Uniforms get boring sometimes. Why not add your little thing to it?" she said. "That's me. I love to be a little different -- but not too different. I love to add just a little spunk, to let you know: That's A'ja."
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-09-19
NFL
8:15 p.m. New England at New York Jets >>> Prime Video
MLB
1 p.m. San Francisco at Baltimore >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
1 p.m. Minnesota at Cleveland >>> MLB Network
4 p.m. New York Yankees at Seattle >>> MLB Network
7:15 p.m. Philadelphia at New York Mets >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)
7:30 p.m. Washington at Chicago Cubs >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
WNBA
7 p.m. Indiana at Washington >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
7 p.m. Atlanta at New York >>> NBA TV
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
7:30 p.m. South Alabama at Appalachian State >>> ESPN
8 p.m. Edward Waters at Benedict >>> ESPNU
AUTO RACING
3 p.m. NASCAR Truck Series: UNOH 200, qualifying >>> Fox Sports 2
5 p.m. ARCA Series: Bush's Beans 200 >>> Fox Sports 1
8 p.m. NASCAR Truck Series: UNOH 200 >>> Fox Sports 1
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: BMW PGA Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
1 p.m. LPGA Tour: Queen City Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
4 p.m. Korn Ferry Tour: Nationwide Children's Hospital Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
3 p.m. UEFA Champions League: RB Leipzig at Atletico Madrid>>> CBS Sports Network
6 p.m. Copa Libertadores quarterfinal, first leg: Penarol at Flamengo >>> BeIN Sports
7 p.m. Concacaf W Champions Cup, Group A: Monterrey at Gotham FC >>> CBS Sports Network
8:30 p.m. Copa Sudamericana quarterfinal, first leg: Racing at Paranaense >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Hangzhou Open, early rounds; WTA: Korea Open and Thailand Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
1 a.m. (Friday) ATP: Hangzhou Open, early rounds; WTA: Korea Open and Thailand Open, semifinals >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOCCER
6 p.m. South Carolina at Georgia >>> ESPNU
6 p.m. Nebraska at Michigan State >>> Big Ten Network
7 p.m. Duke at Clemson >>> ACC Network
7 p.m. Texas A&M at Missouri >>> SEC Network
8 p.m. Southern California at Purdue >>> Big Ten Network
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FTC report assails social networks' privacy, safety practices
The Federal Trade Commission said social media and streaming companies including YouTube, Amazon and Facebook fail to adequately protect consumer privacy.
By Cristiano Lima-Strong, Naomi Nix | 2024-09-19

Federal Trade Commission Chair Lina Khan, left, and Commissioners Rebecca Kelly Slaughter and Alvaro Bedoya are sworn in during a House hearing last year. (Shuran Huang for The Washington Post)


The Federal Trade Commission rebuked social media and streaming companies including YouTube, Amazon and Facebook on Thursday, accusing them of failing to adequately protect users from privacy intrusions and safeguard children and teens on their sites.
In a sprawling 129-page staff report, the agency summed up a years-long study of industry practices by accusing the companies of not "consistently prioritizing" users' privacy, broadly scooping up data to power new artificial intelligence tools and refusing to confront potential risks to kids.
FTC Chair Lina Khan, a Democrat whose aggressive oversight of the tech giants has drawn plaudits from liberals and conservatives alike, said the report shows how companies' practices "can endanger people's privacy, threaten their freedoms and expose them to a host of harms." The findings on child safety were "especially troubling," she added.
In 2020, the FTC demanded that nine social networks and video streaming providers hand over information on how they collect, use and sell people's personal data, how their products are powered by algorithms and how their policies affect kids and teens.
The agency was able to compel information from companies whose practices lawmakers and regulators have often criticized as being too opaque. They included Amazon, Facebook (now Meta), Google-owned YouTube, Twitter (now X), Snap, TikTok owner ByteDance, Discord, Reddit and Meta-owned WhatsApp. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
FTC employees wrote that the report described "general findings," but they noted that not all of the findings applied to every company in every instance. Still, agency staffers noted numerous pervasive patterns that they said exposed users to harm or left them in the dark about how their data was being used to make money for the companies.
According to the report, the companies have collected troves of data on users and nonusers, often in "ways consumers might not expect," and many of the guardrails put in place to protect that information were erected only in response to global regulations. While the companies are increasingly mining that data to launch AI products, the agency found, consumers typically lacked "any meaningful control over how personal information was used" for them.
The findings, the authors wrote, revealed "an inherent tension between business models that rely on the collection of user data and the protection of user privacy." The agency's Democratic leadership has spoken out before against "commercial surveillance" practices they say have come to dominate Silicon Valley.
Kate Sheerin, Discord's head of public policy for the United States and Canada, called the report's focus on consumers "an important step." But she said it "lumps very different models into one bucket and paints [with] a broad brush, which might confuse consumers and portray some platforms, like Discord, inaccurately."
Google spokesman Jose Castaneda said the company "has the strictest privacy policies in our industry," including restrictions against using sensitive data to serve ads and personalizing ads to users under 18.
Meta, which owns Facebook and WhatsApp, had no immediate comment. Spokesmen for the other companies did not respond to requests for comment.
An FTC official, who briefed reporters on the condition of anonymity to discuss the findings, declined to comment on how the study might shape the agency's enforcement but said it showed that many of the issues ran much deeper than expected.
According to the report, many of the companies studied "bury their heads in the sand when it comes to children" on their sites. Many claimed that because their products were not directly targeted at children and their policies did not allow children on their sites, they knew nothing of children being present on them. "This is not credible," agency staffers wrote.
Child safety advocates have long expressed concern that under existing federal child privacy laws, known as the Children's Online Privacy Protection Act, or COPPA, companies can avoid accountability by claiming not to have knowledge that children are accessing their sites.
Concerns about companies failing to protect younger users were particularly pronounced among teens, whom many platforms simply treated like "traditional adult users" and typically did not afford the same protections as young children, the agency wrote.
The FTC official declined to comment on Instagram's newly released safety tools for teens but said companies cannot be relied upon to regulate themselves.
The report recommended that Congress pass both comprehensive federal privacy legislation to cover all consumers and to expand existing guardrails for children to apply to teens.
Since the study began four years ago, the social media market has become more fractured and decentralized as upstarts such as TikTok challenge long-standing leaders and as platforms such as Telegram cater to increasingly niche audiences. Asked whether the agency's analysis was still relevant, the FTC official said it was difficult to obtain information from the internet companies even with the agency's investigative authority.
The official added that the highlighted practices are tied to the companies' business models, which have not changed.
While the study began during the Trump administration, the FTC under Khan has dialed up its enforcement against the tech sector over data privacy and child safety complaints, including by launching sprawling efforts to update privacy regulations.
The study's release arrives as lawmakers at the federal and state levels push to pass expanded protections for children's privacy and safety. Dozens of states have passed laws to that effect over the past year, and a key House committee advanced a pair of bills Wednesday that would mark the most significant update to child online safety laws in decades.
But those efforts face opposition from tech industry and business groups that say they trample on users' free speech rights, force companies to collect more data and stifle innovation.
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Pagers attack brings to life long-feared supply chain threat
The deadly detonation of thousands of Hezbollah pagers shows the power and stealth of sophisticated supply chain attacks. 
By Eva Dou, Gerrit De Vynck | 2024-09-19

Lebanese soldiers prepare to detonate a walkie-talkie that was found at the parking of the American University Hospital, in Beirut on Wednesday. (Hassan Ammar/AP) 


The deadly attack that caused thousands of pagers used by members of Hezbollah to explode Tuesday shines a spotlight on an inconvenient truth: It is virtually impossible to secure the modern electronics supply chain against a determined and sophisticated adversary.
Experts call the Israeli attack unparalleled in the history of spycraft in its scale and casualty count, and believe the risk is low that other governments will follow suit in rigging consumer electronics this way. But the Lebanon attack brings to life a long-theorized, worst-case scenario that has troubled governments including the United States as electronic devices have grown more complex and global supply chains more convoluted.

A fire engine and ambulances responded to a shop in Sidon on Sept. 18, as Lebanon's state news agency reported new blasts linked to electronic devices.


The incident may add momentum to political efforts from the United States and others to localize more production of critical technologies at home or with trusted allies.
"This exposes the kind of risk that we've been running," said Mark Montgomery, former policy director for the Senate Armed Services Committee, "with hardware and software running in countries of concern." On Wednesday, more deadly explosions rocked Lebanon, with a state news agency saying some occurred in a brand of two-way radio.

Video verified by Reuters shows the moment of an explosion at a funeral in Kfar Sir, Lebanon, on Sept. 18.


Israel has not claimed or denied responsibility for the attack but informed Washington of its specifics after the operation through intelligence channels, according to U.S. officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. The exact origins of the deadly Hezbollah pagers remained a mystery on Wednesday.
While the devices bore the brand name of Taiwanese pager manufacturer Gold Apollo, the company told reporters the devices were "entirely handled" by a Hungarian company, BAC Consulting KFT. Hungary's government posted on social media that BAC had no manufacturing site in the country, and The Washington Post could not reach BAC for comment.
Much of the world's electronics supply chain runs through Taiwan, a self-governed island off the coast of China, or through other countries in East Asia. However, construction of the typical modern gadget involves dozens of countries, with a dizzying number of component suppliers, contractors and subcontractors.
"When you have these global marketplaces, it's sometimes really hard to figure out exactly where something came from," said Daniel Castro, vice president of the tech policy think tank Information Technology and Innovation Foundation, who previously audited IT security for federal agencies.
After decades of globalization, officials in Washington had begun warning that dependence on overseas manufacturers for everything from batteries to cargo cranes could bring security risks. Both former president Donald Trump and President Joe Biden have pushed to reshore more high-tech production to the United States, in a rare point of policy agreement. Governments in Europe, China and other parts of the world have launched similar drives.
Hezbollah's use of pagers, a throwback technology, reflected the growing understanding that more advanced electronic devices like smartphones are easily hacked or modified.
"They can't use mobile phones. They can't use pagers. They now can't use radios," said Nigel Inkster, former director of operations and intelligence for British intelligence agency MI6, of Hezbollah. "It's going to be very, very difficult for them in the short term to exercise effective command and control."
How and where the pagers were tampered with is still unclear and such operations can count among governments' most closely guarded secrets.
One of the most detailed cases publicly known surfaced in 2014, via documents leaked by former National Security Agency contractor Edward Snowden. They described a secret warehouse where NSA workers intercepted electronic devices shipped from U.S. networking supplier Cisco Systems, without the company's knowledge. Documents and photos indicated that the workers carefully opened the boxes, implanted surveillance devices into the products, and sent them onward to the unsuspecting overseas customers.
Israeli operatives may have used a similar process to intercept pagers after they were shipped from the factory. It's also possible the pagers were tampered with at the factory, a scenario that could require the involvement and secrecy of a greater number of people. And some supply chain infiltrations have involved cooperation from a manufacturer.
"Ten years later, and shipment security never improved," Snowden posted on X on Tuesday. He also called the pager bomb operation a "horrific precedent" and "crime," saying that "everyone in the world is less safe for it."
Andrew Hammond, a historian at the Washington-based International Spy Museum, said there is a long history of intelligence agents using everyday devices that hide deadly secrets to kill targets, from a poison-tipped umbrella to exploding landline telephones. But he said that an attack on so many individuals at once with modified gadgets appeared to be unprecedented.
"I certainly can't think of anything that's happened on this scale," Hammond said. "It's almost flabbergasting."
Israel has used compromised electronic consumer devices against its enemies in the past. In 1996, Yahya Ayyash, a Hamas bombmaker, was killed when he answered a call from a cellphone rigged with explosives, likely placed there by Israeli operatives through a relative of one of Ayyash's friends. In 2000, an activist from Fatah, the Palestinian political party, was killed when the cellphone he was using exploded.
Israel, working with the United States, created a cyberweapon called Stuxnet in the late 2000s that infiltrated computers running Iran's uranium enrichment centrifuges and slowly caused the spinning machines to fail while making it look like an operator error. The computer worm stunned cybersecurity experts with its sophistication, but also inadvertently spread to other industrial control computers around the world.
Like Stuxnet, this week's pager attack in Lebanon will likely cause security agencies around the world to reassess the potential threats they face. Michael Watt, a supply chain expert with the business risk consultancy firm Kroll, said governments may begin to increase inspections of shipments of consumer goods going in and out of their ports.
"This should be very much a wake-up call for national governments to consider any gaps in their own customs controls," Watt said.
But the complex web of international trade underpinning the electronics industry depends on the fact that most items cross borders with little scrutiny. "That would lead to additional bottleneck of supply chains if all goods need to be additionally inspected," Watt added.
In recent years, U.S. officials have become increasingly focused on securing U.S. communications systems against intelligence operations or attacks from China. These efforts have included subsidizing domestic production of cell tower technologies and the chips that power communications systems, banning Chinese telecom gear made by the likes of Huawei, and restricting the use of smartphones from Chinese brands by government employees.
Taiwan, a world leader in electronics manufacturing, has generally been viewed in Washington as a dependable friend and a counterbalance to China, but more recently, the United States has sought to reduce its dependency on the democratic island that nearby China claims as its own territory.
The Biden administration has pushed for the world's biggest producer of chips, Taiwan's TSMC, to move some of its operations to the United States to ensure security for U.S. customers. Trump has on the campaign trail blamed Taiwan for stealing the U.S. chip business.
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Eyes hurt from staring at screens? Don't fall for blue light glasses.
Eyewear companies sell lenses that block blue light at an upcharge, claiming it causes eyestrain. But experts say research offers no evidence of that. 
By Tatum Hunter | 2024-09-19

(iStock/Getty Images)


If your eyes hurt after looking at screens, don't assume the culprit is blue light. You might spend extra money on a solution that doesn't help much.
"Blue light" refers to higher-energy visible light toward the cool end of the color spectrum. It streams from the sun and, to a lesser degree, our phones, tablets, computers and TVs. Concerns about it have grown as people spend more time each day staring at screens.
Major eyeglasses retailers offer protective coatings that block blue light. Warby Parker sells blue light filtering for an additional $50, while LensCrafters can charge more than $100 extra for lenses that filter blue and ultraviolet light.
On Amazon, dozens of brands now sell nonprescription blue light glasses -- the best-selling option has more than 100,000 positive reviews. Even Apple's iPhone offers a "Night Shift" mode that makes your screen appear more yellow after dark.
There's no question our eyeballs are hurting: Doctors made a new diagnosis, "computer vision syndrome," for people whose eyes don't take well to constant screen gazing. But blue light is actually a minor factor, eye experts say. Sunshine, holding screens too close and forgetting to blink are all bigger threats to our vision and comfort, according to eye doctors.
Three eye experts who spoke with The Washington Post said the usefulness of blue light glasses has been overstated. The American Academy of Ophthalmology, for its part, doesn't recommend glasses that block blue light "because of a lack of scientific evidence that blue light is causing lasting harm to eye health," clinical spokesperson Ami Vadada said. 
If slapping on blue light blockers isn't the answer, what should we do if screens are hurting our eyes? We asked the experts:
Blue light comes with some benefits for mental and physical health. It's risky for your eyes in large doses -- but those don't come from consumer electronics.
The sun is a much more powerful source of high-energy light than your phone screen, said David Ramsey, director of ophthalmic research at Lahey Hospital and Medical Center in Massachusetts. Gadgets aren't bright enough to hurt our eyes, and we don't yet know the cumulative effects of years of phone use.
Blue light could affect sleep, as well. Phone settings let you change your screen to a warmer color spectrum at night and dial down the brightness. (On an iPhone, go to Settings -> Display & Brightness -> Night Shift.)
But if you suspect your phone is messing with your sleep, you've probably got bigger problems, Ramsey said. Scrolling social media at night exposes us to content that makes us excited, upset or anxious, he said, and using your phone right up until you fall asleep can wind up your brain and make it tougher to drift away.
"Blue light protection isn't going to hurt, but it's not necessarily going to significantly help," said Melissa Barnett, director of optometry at the University of California at Davis. So paying more at LensCrafters or Warby Parker for a blue light coating might not be the best use of your cash. One 2021 study found no discernible difference between blue light glasses and placebo pairs.
Barnett said that though blue light lenses are overhyped, she values how they get people thinking about eye health. Treat any investment you make in blue light blockers as an experiment: Do they relieve your symptoms? How do they compare to purposeful blinking, regular breaks or moisturizing eye drops?
Neither LensCrafters nor Warby Parker responded to questions about what evidence or insights make them offer blue light protection at an upcharge.
In 2017, a regulating body in the United Kingdom fined retailer Boots Opticians for misleading advertising about the risks of blue light and efficacy of blue light blockers.
Everyone's eyes are different, and it might take a visit to an optometrist and an eye exam to learn which accommodations will actually make a difference for your comfort using screens, she said. You can even bring in your phone, tablet or laptop so your eye health provider can look at your posture and settings. Do you need a new prescription, some artificial tears, more regular breaks or a higher desk? Your optometrist can help you discern.
Experts agreed the most common cause of eyestrain is simply not blinking enough.
Humans normally blink about 15 times a minute, but when we're using screens, that rate drops to about six times -- a more than 50 percent decrease. For heavy screen users, that can mean a whole day of insufficient blinking and dried out eyes.
Another contributor is holding screens up to our noses. Ideally, computer and TV screens should be about three feet away from our faces at a downward angle of about 10 degrees, Barnett said. She also recommends a "20-20-20 rule": 20 minutes working, then a 20-second break to look at something at least 20 feet away.
If you're worried about disrupted sleep, a phone-free hour before bed might take you further than changing the temperature of your phone display, but feel free to try both, Ramsey noted.
Most important: Treat comprehensive eye exams the same as teeth cleanings. You need one about once a year so an eye care provider can check for signs of the 270 diseases that affect the eyes, Barnett said.
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U.S. and allies seize control of massive Chinese tech spying network
FBI Director hails successful action but calls it "just one round in a much longer fight."
By Joseph Menn, Ellen Nakashima | 2024-09-18

FBI Director Christopher A. Wray earlier this month in Washington. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


The United States and allied countries said Wednesday they had taken control of a network of 260,000 internet-connected cameras, routers and other devices that the Chinese government had been using to spy on sensitive organizations.
The operation, which occurred last week, took aim at a botnet known as Flax Typhoon, which U.S. officials said was run by a government contractor in Beijing, a publicly traded company called Integrity Technology Group. The FBI won a court order to send the infected devices commands that detached them from the network.
U.S. authorities said the cyberspies used the devices as steppingstones to hide their tracks when they breached government and industry institutions in America, Taiwan and elsewhere. The authorities cited the same intention after a previous seizure in December and January.
"This was another successful disruption, but make no mistake, it's just one round in a much longer fight," FBI Director Christopher A. Wray said Wednesday at the Aspen Cyber Summit in Washington. "The Chinese government is going to continue to target your organizations and our critical infrastructure either by their own hand or concealed through their proxies."
The botnet targeted critical infrastructure -- from corporations and media organizations to universities and government agencies -- in the United States and in other countries with the aim of filching confidential data, Wray said. The actions caused "real harm" to victims seeking to remove the malware, he said.
For one organization in California, for instance, he said, it was an "all-hands-on-deck" incident requiring IT staff to work long hours to replace the hardware, "which took swaths of the organization offline and caused a significant financial loss."
Wray also confirmed that Volt Typhoon had breached U.S. telecom companies, as The Washington Post reported last month.
A joint advisory from intelligence agencies in the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia and New Zealand said nearly half of the infected devices were located in the United States, followed by Vietnam and Germany. It said some of them had been without manufacturer support for years, while others were still being supported.
The earlier takedown struck at a hacker group affiliated with the Chinese People's Liberation Army known as Volt Typhoon. That group used a compromised network of office routers to gain access to power and water utilities as well as communications and transportation systems and preserve the ability for disruptive and destructive attacks, the FBI said.
Flax Typhoon, in contrast, was interested more in traditional espionage and information theft. Microsoft previously wrote that the hackers in the group went after telecommunications targets and concentrated on Taiwan.
Lumen Technologies said in a report Wednesday that it had seen Flax Typhoon go after targets in the military, government, higher education, telecommunications, defense industrial base and information technology. Lumen said it was controlled in a sophisticated manner and was one of the largest Chinese state-sponsored networks of its kind, composed primary of routers.
The Chinese embassy disputed the Justice Department's account. "Without valid evidence, the U.S. jumped to an unwarranted conclusion and made groundless accusations against China," spokesman Liu Pengyu said in an email. "It is extremely irresponsible and is a complete distortion of facts."
Integrity Technology Group could not be reached for comment.
The seizure follows increased statements of concern about the security of the "internet of things," such as routers and surveillance cameras. Industry experts have been pressing for accountability by manufacturers, especially for older devices that keep functioning after updates and other support have been cut off.
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Russia blames Ukraine for possible assassination attempt at Trump golf course
A pro-Kremlin narrative implicating Kyiv takes hold among some conservative influencers, as tech leaders testify on the Hill about foreign meddling in the U.S. election.
By Cat Zakrzewski | 2024-09-18

FBI personnel investigate this week outside the Trump International Golf Club in West Palm Beach, Fla., after a man with a gun was spotted at the fence line while Donald Trump was golfing. (Chandan Khanna/AFP/Getty Images)


Pro-Kremlin websites and social media accounts are promulgating the unsubstantiated claim that Ukraine orchestrated a potential assassination attempt against Donald Trump, as the Senate convenes a hearing with tech industry leaders about Russia's and other U.S. adversaries' efforts to meddle in the election.
Shortly after Ryan Wesley Routh was identified as the suspect believed to have pointed a rifle toward a Florida golf course where Trump was playing Sunday, Russian state media outlets and officials on social media painted the 58-year-old as an agent working on behalf of Kyiv. Routh's social media posts show he was a staunch supporter of Ukraine who traveled there and attempted to join the war effort, but Ukrainian government officials have denied that he had any links to the government or military.
The claims were soon echoed by conservative commentators in the United States, according to an analysis from the company NewsGuard. Influencer Tim Pool called for an investigation into whether Ukraine was involved in the apparent attempt on Trump's life. Pool said in a YouTube video that it would be "ridiculous, partisan and stupid" to overlook Ukraine's efforts to undermine Trump.
"The primary motive behind this narrative is to undermine Western support for Ukraine, which is a common thread we see across all narratives advanced by Russia," said McKenzie Sadeghi, NewsGuard's AI and foreign influence editor.
Russia's efforts to shape the narrative around the latest incident of political violence in the United States come as law enforcement officials and tech companies are trying to counter the Kremlin's intensifying attempts to use social media to interfere in the U.S. election. With less than 50 days until the polls close, it is unclear whether the measures are substantial enough to counter Russia's increasingly sophisticated tactics.
On Wednesday, Microsoft president Brad Smith, Google president and chief legal officer Kent Walker and Meta president of global affairs Nick Clegg faced questions from the Senate Intelligence Committee about their efforts to defend against attempts from Russia, as well as Iran and China, to shape online political discourse. In his opening remarks, Senate Intelligence Committee Chair Mark R. Warner warned about Russia's attempts to undermine Ukraine.
"Our adversaries clearly recognize this is effective and cheap," the Virginia Democrat said.
Ahead of the hearing, Microsoft released new research that showed Russia was stepping up efforts to undermine the Harris-Walz campaign, including by circulating a video that falsely accused Vice President Kamala Harris of paralyzing a girl in a hit-and-run.
Harris and Trump have charted divergent positions on Ukraine, as the war continues after Russia's full-scale invasion in 2022. Harris said during the Democratic National Convention that she would continue to stand by Kyiv if she wins the presidency, but her campaign has not clarified what that means. Trump has said he will have the Ukraine war "settled" before being inaugurated, possibly by pressuring Ukraine to cede territory to Russia.
The Justice Department earlier this month charged two Russian media executives in an alleged scheme to funnel almost $10 million to the Tennessee-based Tenet Media, which made social media videos that echoed Russian state propaganda and attracted 16 million views on YouTube alone. Pool had a contract with Tenet, which paid him $100,000 per episode for a weekly show.
Pool did not immediately respond to a request for comment about his call for an investigation into Ukraine's role in Sunday's potential assassination attempt on Trump. In a post on X, he said if the allegations in the Justice Department indictment were true, he and other Tenet commentators "were deceived and are victims," adding that he had "full editorial control" of the show.
The Russian claims about Routh's links to Ukraine appeared to originate in a tweet Monday from former Russian president Dmitry Medvedev, according to NewsGuard. In a post, he wrote that he wondered what would happen if turned out Routh "was himself hired by the neo-nazi regime in Kiev for this assassination attempt?" That post generated more than 750,000 views, according to NewsGuard.
Other pro-Russian websites and social media accounts then restated and spread that statement, NewsGuard found. The pro-Russian account BRICS News wrote that Medvedev said Routh "was acting under Ukraine's direction."
The Justice Department in September also seized 32 websites that were related to a Russian influence campaign dubbed "Doppelganger." These websites used artificial intelligence to impersonate U.S. media outlets, including The Washington Post, to advance anti-Ukrainian viewpoints. And Meta said Monday that it would ban Russian state media outlets such as RT from posting on its service.
But Russian actors are already working around these limitations, Sadeghi said. After the Justice Department crackdown, some of the "Doppelganger" websites have returned online with slightly different URLs, she said. The Justice Department declined to  comment.
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Hezbollah explosions put spotlight on old-school pagers
Hezbollah turned to low-tech pagers to avoid cellphone tracking by Israeli intelligence. Who else uses pagers, and why? 
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-09-18

Pagers are still used in health-care settings. (Isaac Lee/Getty Images)


The simultaneous explosion of electronic pagers used by militant group Hezbollah injured some 2,800 people across Lebanon and killed 12. While many questions remain about how, exactly, these devices were compromised in what experts said may have been an attack by Israel, Tuesday's explosions spotlighted a largely forgotten piece of technology.
Hezbollah turned to pagers, in part, to avoid Israel's highly sophisticated surveillance; the group's leadership ordered its members to stop using cellphones earlier this year over fears they could be used to track fighters. Given that pagers are so low tech, experts believe Israel may have infiltrated the supply chain that Hezbollah uses for its pagers to physically compromise them. The Israeli military declined to comment on whether it was responsible for the attack.
Outside Hezbollah, who still uses pagers? Is there much of a supply chain for pagers these days? Here's what to know.
A wireless pager, also known as a beeper, is a small electronic device used to receive an alert or message, and in some cases, also send them. It was initially patented in 1949 by Al Gross, an inventor who was also behind the walkie-talkie and the cordless telephone. When he first tried to market the device at a medical convention, doctors were not keen; they complained that it could ruin afternoon golf trips, according to a 2001 obituary for Gross.
But pagers eventually soared in popularity, especially in the 1980s and '90s, as a primary way people could be reached on the go before the advent of mobile phones. By 1984, an estimated 3 million Americans used pagers, as The Washington Post reported at the time. By 1994, there were 61 million pagers in use, according to Spok, a pager manufacturer. Pagers were also icons in pop culture, even the subject of a rap called "Beepers," which featured the bleeping sound of a pager throughout.
The public largely fell out of love with pagers and in love with mobile phones. As mobile phones became cheaper, Motorola -- then the world's biggest pager manufacturer -- announced it was discontinuing pagers in 2001. "No one wants to send a page when you can just call someone on their cellphone," as one telecommunications researcher told the New York Times in 2002.
Over the next decades, as cellphones became more ubiquitous and advanced, pager usage dwindled to a fraction of what it once was. Instead of running to a phone after getting paged, people were able to receive calls and exchange messages -- and eventually connect to the internet -- right from the devices in their pockets. The first smartphone, with a touch-screen interface and functions including a calendar and address book, was designed by IBM and went on sale in 1994. The market developed over the years that followed, with the launch of more advanced third-generation (3G) mobile phone networks in 2001 and the first iPhone by Apple in 2007.
It's not clear how many people around the world still use pagers, but there are a few companies left that are making them.
The Taiwan-based company Gold Apollo -- which said Wednesday it did not make the devices that exploded -- is one of the world's primary producers of pagers. Founded in 1995, Gold Apollo has exported 41,000 pagers so far this year. It exported more than 260,000 from 2022 through August this year, according to data from Taiwan's Ministry of Economic Affairs. While some photos published to social media of the damaged pagers' back panels match markings of the AR-924 produced by the company, Gold Apollo said the AR-924 pagers were "entirely handled" by the Hungarian company BAC Consulting KFT, which did not immediately reply to The Post's requests for comment.
Spok, which said it is the largest paging network in the United States, sells the devices there and in Australia. It has a "closed supply chain" for its paging devices, it said in a statement to The Post, which are manufactured in secure facilities specifically for Spok and then sent directly to Spok to be configured and distributed to the users.
Hospitals in many countries still use pagers, which use their own communications system and can be more reliable in emergencies or if WiFi or phone networks fail. Spok, which offers paging services to hospitals, said the devices are battery powered and their signals can get "through concrete and steel when a smartphone signal may not."
In 2019, the British government said the country's National Health Service used around 130,000 of the devices. At the time, it said NHS use represented more than 1 in 10 of the world's pagers.
Since then, the NHS has moved away from using pagers in non-emergency situations, saying it is going to phase out the use of them in favor of cheaper alternatives such as mobile phones and apps, which enable staff to share information and prioritize tasks more easily than with one-way pagers.
Pagers have been used by first responders, including fire departments, in recent years. In Australia, they are used in mines and chemical plants, where sparks or radio emissions could be dangerous, according to the Australian Broadcasting Corp.
Pagers have also been used somewhat recently by personnel at critical infrastructure sites, including at nuclear and electric plants, and at defense contractors, Trend Micro researchers found in 2016. The pagers were used to automate their industrial control systems, but researchers cited concerns about the security of unencrypted messages. They are also used by individuals who are distrustful of digital vulnerabilities and the potential for governments and companies to collect data on users of higher-tech devices. Dan Geer, a renowned cybersecurity expert, told The Post in 2014 that he used a pager, speaking about his distrust of increasing data collection.
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DeSantis probe into possible Trump assassination attempt raises concern
What Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis's probe into the apparent Trump assassination attempt means and why some legal experts are concerned.
By Lori Rozsa | 2024-09-19

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) listens as state Attorney General Ashley Moody speaks during a news conference in West Palm Beach, Fla., on Tuesday. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. -- Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said he is skeptical the federal government will appropriately handle the investigation into the apparent assassination attempt against former president Donald Trump, so he has assigned state officers to "take the lead" and do their own work on the case.
He also has directed the statewide prosecutor -- who usually takes cases involving drugs, cyber fraud, human trafficking and other organized crimes that cross multiple counties -- to bring charges against the man suspected of pointing a gun through a fence at Trump's West Palm Beach golf club on Sunday.
Some legal experts and political analysts say the unusual step by a governor to try to run a parallel investigation into a matter of national security amounts to nothing more than political grandstanding that could cause confusion rather than help.
"At the minimum, it can be seen as an attempt to influence the investigation, thereby breaching the firewall that should separate the law and politics in a democracy," said Anthony V. Alfieri, a professor at the University of Miami and director of the law school's Center for Ethics and Public Service.
The move by DeSantis to assign the statewide prosecutor fits a pattern that has emerged in recent years, in which critics say the governor employs certain law enforcement agencies to carry out his political agenda. The statewide prosecutor is the same office that was tasked with prosecuting those charged by DeSantis's election police unit. Many of those charges were initially dismissed, before DeSantis pushed lawmakers to grant the statewide prosecutor jurisdiction over the cases.
Lawyers including Palm Beach State Attorney Dave Aronberg are also questioning the practicality of moving a state probe forward.
"How will the investigators get the evidence in this case?" Aronberg asked in an interview with The Washington Post. "They're going to have to get it from the same federal investigators and federal prosecutors that they distrust, because the federal investigators are the ones collecting the evidence."
DeSantis said Tuesday that he was launching a state probe because he wants to ensure a fair and transparent investigation, which he said Florida agencies were in a better position to accomplish because the FBI and Justice Department are separately pursuing unrelated criminal cases against Trump. The governor also asserted that the state can pursue harsher crimes than federal authorities, saying that under Florida law, Ryan Wesley Routh could be charged with attempted murder and be put away for life.
"In my judgment, it's not in the best interest of our state or nation to have the same federal agencies that are seeking to prosecute Donald Trump leading this investigation," DeSantis said during a news conference.
The Department of Justice declined to comment on DeSantis's probe, but Attorney General Merrick Garland said at a public event Tuesday that the Justice Department is working with state and local law enforcement to investigate the incident. FBI Director Christopher A. Wray said Wednesday that "the full force of the FBI" is dedicated to the investigation.
"Together, we're working around the clock to investigate this," he said.
It's unclear what additional work state investigators can do while the FBI and the U.S. Secret Service continue their probe. Agents spent days examining the towering hedge and fence line that surrounds the Trump International Golf Club, concentrating on collecting evidence from the area where they say Routh apparently lay in wait for Trump. That evidence includes Routh's phone, a loaded SKS-style rifle with a scope, two bags and food, according to a federal complaint.
Authorities said at least one of Routh's bags also contained ceramic plates, which are often used as body armor.
The criminal complaint filed by the FBI against Routh at his first appearance Monday charged him with two crimes: possession of a firearm by a convicted felon and possession of a firearm with an obliterated serial number.
Those charges carry a maximum of five and 15 years in prison, but Routh could face more serious charges later in the investigation, depending on what evidence authorities gather about his motive, actions or intent. A federal judge ruled that Routh will remain in custody on those charges pending a formal indictment.
Aronberg said that he deferred to the federal investigating agencies to take the lead and that his office "does not engage in turf wars." He also noted that federal statutes carry a punishment of up to life in prison for anyone convicted of attempting to kill a presidential candidate, and he said he believes that more federal charges are likely.
"There are many examples of state and federal authorities working together on a case, but not many where there is a parallel investigation because the state proclaims that the federal government is compromised," Aronberg said. "It is a sad sign of our times that the governor of the third-largest state in the country does not trust the federal prosecutors or federal law enforcement to do the right thing in this case."
DeSantis's office did not return a request for comment on his assertion that federal authorities could not pursue more serious charges than the state.
It remains unclear how the two separate law enforcement probes would work. The Palm Beach sheriff attended Tuesday's news conference and said his office would provide "all the information" that is needed for the state probe. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement and the Florida Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles division are also expected to lead the investigation.
The FDLE is charged with protecting the governor and investigating major crimes. But a Post review of court documents found DeSantis has increasingly deployed the FDLE outside its traditional portfolio in support of his own political agenda. That included an assignment laying the groundwork for the governor's transportation of migrants from the Texas border to Martha's Vineyard in 2022.
The head of the FDLE and the Florida Highway Patrol both attended Tuesday's news conference and voiced their support for the probe.
Attorney General Ashley Moody, who oversees the statewide prosecutor's office, said the state's investigation "doesn't mean it's a turf war," but a "dual track." She backed up DeSantis's assertion that an investigation separate from the FBI and Secret Service is necessary for "trust and transparency."
"It is awkward, to say the least, to have a prosecutorial agency and an investigatory agency that is bringing charges and seeking to put the victim away for life, being the same agency and prosecutors that are going after the would-be assassin," Moody said.
But Alfieri, the legal scholar, said the Routh case does not fit the jurisdictional requirements for cases handled by the statewide prosecutor. That office, he said, investigates and prosecutes crimes that occur in two or more judicial circuits as part of a "related transaction" or as an "organized criminal conspiracy."
"This authority enables the statewide prosecutor to pursue criminal enterprises that operate across the geographical borders of multiple judicial circuits and counties, for example, Palm Beach and Broward counties," he said. "However, it does not give the statewide prosecutor exclusive jurisdiction to prosecute crimes that span multiple counties."
He added: "Nothing in the Ryan Routh case presents a compelling legal or policy rationale for statewide criminal prosecution. To the contrary, statewide prosecution opens the door for defense counsel to claim that the state lacked jurisdiction to prosecute Routh and, moreover, entitles Routh to a factual hearing to determine the prosecutor's jurisdiction."
Florida political analyst Aubrey Jewett said DeSantis may be making a political calculation at the same time he is demanding a thorough and transparent investigation.
"He has had national aspirations. He ran for president and lost to Trump," said Jewett, a political science professor at the University of Central Florida. "Perhaps this is a way to score some political points with the Republican base."
The Justice Department and the FBI investigated the assassination attempt against Trump at his July campaign rally in Pennsylvania. The former president sat for an interview with federal investigators in the case, and officials described the interview as productive.
The FBI and other intelligence agencies are also investigating Iranian hackers who officials say stole and disseminated information from Trump's campaign.
DeSantis said that he talked over his plan with Trump on the phone and that the Republican presidential candidate was pleased.
"He was complimentary of the state of Florida taking the lead," DeSantis said. "He thought that was totally appropriate, and he encouraged us to continue doing what we're doing."
Perry Stein and Mark Berman contributed to this report.
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Man sends fake mass shooting, bomb threats after fantasy football spat 
Matthew Gabriel pleaded guilty to knowingly fabricating a mass shooting threat in Norway and a bombing plot at the University of Iowa.
By Andrew Jeong | 2024-09-19

The federal courthouse in Philadelphia, where Matthew Gabriel pleaded guilty to making false mass shooting threats. (Matt Rourke/AP)


A Pennsylvania man pleaded guilty to sending false tips to law enforcement officials about a potential mass shooting and bombing plot, apparently trying to frame a member of his fantasy football group after the two had an online dispute.
Matthew Gabriel, a 25-year-old from Philadelphia, sent fake, anonymous tips to law enforcement, knowingly and falsely describing the other person as someone plotting a mass shooting in Norway and a bombing in Iowa, the Justice Department said in a news release Wednesday. Authorities did not name the other person.
Gabriel's actions "consumed significant law enforcement resources on two continents," Jacqueline C. Romero, a federal prosecutor, said in the release. The false tips diverted authorities from actual incidents and investigations, she added.
"Hoax threats aren't a joke or protected speech, they're a crime," she said. "My advice to keyboard warriors who'd like to avoid federal charges: always think of the potential consequences before you hit 'post' or 'send.'"
Gabriel's attorney did not immediately reply to a request for comment.
When Gabriel learned last year that the person with whom he had the online dispute was going to study abroad in Norway, Gabriel sent an anonymous tip to the Norwegian Police Security Service and said the person planned to commit a mass shooting, the Justice Department said.
"On August 15th a man ... is headed around oslo and has a shooting planned with multiple people on his side involved. they plan to take as many as they can at a concert and then head to a department store," Gabriel wrote in the anonymous online tip.
"I just can't have random people dying on my conscience," Gabriel added.
Law enforcement officials in Norway and the United States scrambled for five days and spent hundreds of hours investigating the threat. FBI officials tracked down Gabriel, and he admitted to submitting the false tip.
Then, in March, as Gabriel was being prosecuted for sending the false mass shooting tip, he posed as another person and emailed the University of Iowa with the subject line "Possible Threat." He shared a screenshot from his fantasy football chat group containing a message that appeared to suggest the same person was going to bomb the University of Iowa, officials said.
Gabriel, however, knew that the threat was false, and was part of a longer conversation that clearly showed the original message had been made in jest, according to the release.
Gabriel pleaded guilty to two counts of interstate and foreign communication of a threat to injure and faces a maximum possible sentence of five years in prison and a $250,000 fine. His sentencing is scheduled for Jan. 7.
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FAA investigates after cabin pressure malfunction injures Delta passengers
Authorities are investigating a flight that turned around after the aircraft did not properly pressurize. Passengers bled from the ear and nose, local media said.
By Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2024-09-19

A Delta 737-900ER plane is seen at Salt Lake City International Airport in 2021. (Rick Bowmer/AP)


The Federal Aviation Administration is investigating after pressurization issues on a Delta Air Lines flight forced the plane to turn around and caused injuries.
Delta Flight 1203 departed Salt Lake City with 140 passengers on board early Sunday and was headed for Portland International Airport in Oregon when "the aircraft was unable to pressurize above 10,000 feet," Delta said in an emailed statement to The Washington Post.
The flight was forced to return to Salt Lake City International Airport and landed around 8:30 a.m. Oxygen masks were not deployed, and medical personnel who met passengers at the gate identified 10 people who needed further medical evaluation or treatment, Delta said.
"We sincerely apologize to our customers for their experience on flight 1203," the airline said in the statement. 
"The flight crew followed procedures to return to SLC where our teams on the ground supported our customers with their immediate needs," it added.
Cabin pressurization is important for ensuring that passengers and crew are able to breathe well on planes and stay conscious.
Local NBC affiliate KSL TV 5 spoke with a passenger it identified as Jaci Purser, who said during a broadcast that she suffered a ruptured ear drum on the flight.
"I grabbed my ear and I pulled my hand back and there was blood on it," she said in a televised interview. "It sounds like I am underwater when I talk," she added.
Another passenger told KSL TV 5 that she witnessed a fellow flier suffering from a severe bloody nose.
The FAA did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The aircraft, a Boeing 737-900ER, was taken out of service after landing Sunday morning, but it was allowed to operate again the next day. "Delta technicians worked the pressurization issue on the aircraft successfully," the airline said.
The plane is not part of Boeing's beleaguered 737 Max series, which came under intense scrutiny earlier this year when a door plug on an Alaska Airlines flight blew out midair after it appeared to have been installed without four bolts meant to keep it intact.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/travel/2024/09/19/delta-flight-cabin-pressure-issue-investigation/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Body found of man accused of opening fire on Kentucky highway, police say
Kentucky State Police troopers and two civilians on Wednesday came across a deceased person police believe to be 32-year-old Joseph Couch, police said.
By Marisa Iati | 2024-09-19

Police respond on Sept. 7 to a shooting on Interstate 75 in London, Ky. Five people were injured by gunfire, and three were injured in car crashes. (Laurel County Sheriff's Office/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Police on Wednesday said they had found a body believed to be a man accused of opening fire on a major Kentucky highway this month, injuring several people and inciting an 11-day manhunt.
Kentucky State Police troopers and two civilians searching among deep brush behind Exit 49 of Interstate 75 on Wednesday came across a deceased person police believe to be Joseph Couch, 32, State Police Commissioner Phillip "PJ" Burnett Jr. said at a news conference. Vultures circling overhead and the smell of decomposing flesh led police and the civilians, who had also been looking for Couch, to the body, Burnett said.
Unspecified "articles" found near the body make police confident of the identification, Burnett said. A weapon was also found nearby, and Burnett said the cause of death remains under investigation.
The body will be transported on Thursday to Frankfort, Ky., where a state police lab is located, to be formally identified.
"We're very confident that this brings to closure in the search for Joseph Couch," Burnett said.
Around 5:30 p.m. on Sept. 7, officials say Couch fired an AR-15 rifle in Laurel County, about eight miles north of the city of London. Five people were injured by gunfire, and three others were hurt in car crashes. Twelve vehicles were struck by gunfire.
Sheriff's deputies who arrived on the scene found cars riddled with bullet holes, and the highway was shut down for hours. The gunman fled into the thick woods nearby and was considered "armed and dangerous," officials said at the time.
Authorities used drones, helicopters and search dogs to scour thousands of acres, including the remote area just off the exit. Investigators paused their search in wooded areas at night for their safety.
At the time, Kentucky State Police spokesperson Scottie Pennington described the pursuit as "a methodical effort, similar to a hide-and-seek."
A reason for the shooting had not been determined earlier this month, but Laurel County Sheriff's Office spokesman Gilbert Acciardo said it was not considered an incident of road rage. Officials did not provide an update on a possible motive Wednesday.
Couch is from Woodbine, Ky. -- about 23 miles from the site of the shooting -- and served in the Army Reserve, officials previously said. He was not on authorities' radar before the incident.
Officials previously said they believed Couch had bought the rifle and roughly 1,000 rounds of ammunition legally on the morning of the shooting. Authorities also found his compact SUV off a service road.
Out of an abundance of caution, Laurel County Public Schools canceled classes the Monday after the violence.
Ben Brasch, Maham Javaid, Anumita Kaur and Kelly Kasulis Cho contributed to this report.
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Kentucky governor bans conversion therapy, setting up legal battle
Gov. Andy Beshear (D) signed an executive order that bans the use of conversion therapy on minors -- a move that several conservative groups said they will challenge in court.
By Maria Luisa Paul | 2024-09-19

Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear, center, surrounded by supporters, prepares to sign an executive order banning the use of conversion therapy, at the Kentucky Capitol in Frankfort, Ky., on Wednesday. (Timothy D. Easley/AP)


Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear (D) on Wednesday signed an executive order banning "conversion therapy" for minors -- skirting the Republican-led state legislature and setting up a likely legal challenge.
Beshear said the new policy, which goes into effect immediately, is an overdue step to protect children from a widely discredited medical practice that attempts to change a person's sexual orientation or gender identity.
"Kentucky cannot possibly reach its full potential unless it is free from discrimination by or against any citizen -- unless all our people feel welcome in our spaces, free from unjust barriers and supported to be themselves," said Beshear, the only Democratic governor of a Southern state.
Major professional medical organizations -- including the American Medical Association and the American Psychiatric Association -- have denounced conversion therapy as harmful and ineffective, citing research that shows the controversial treatment leads to increased risk of suicide and depression.
Previous attempts to ban conversion therapy in Kentucky have stalled or failed in the state legislature. Opponents have argued that prohibiting the practice tramples parental rights and infringes on freedom of speech. On Wednesday, a slew of legislators and conservative groups took aim at Beshear's use of his executive powers to override Kentucky's legislative branch -- and some vowed to challenge the ban in court.
State Rep. Josh Calloway (R) pledged on X to "fight this with every fiber of my being."
"If reelected, I will file legislation on day one to stop this Governor from pushing his harmful far-left agenda on struggling kids," wrote Calloway, who is on the ballot in November's general election. "I am also exploring other legal options to stop egregious overreach."
In a statement to The Washington Post, David Walls, the executive director of the Family Foundation in Kentucky -- a conservative Christian public policy organization -- decried the executive order as "an unlawful action that will hurt children, trample the fundamental rights of Kentucky parents, and suppress free religious expression."
"This order, like previous failed legislative efforts, is designed to promote false LGBTQ ideologies and muzzle Christian counselors, therapists, and pastors from helping children struggling with sexual orientation or gender identity confusion," Walls wrote, but added that the organization does not "have anything to share regarding legal action at this time."
Chris Wiest, a prominent conservative attorney in Kentucky, told The Post in an email that he is already searching for plaintiffs to challenge the ban in court -- a move he said would be an "easy lawsuit."
"Kentucky Courts have plainly indicated that Governors cannot merely make law by way of executive orders -- such orders can be used to implement existing statutes, but the action must derive from statutory authority and delegation," Wiest wrote.
Without such statutory delegation, he added, the default rule applies: "[t]he establishment of public policy is granted to the legislature alone."
Like Walls and other groups, Wiest said there could be potential federal challenges to the ban -- for example, a claim of First Amendment rights violations -- but noted that those would be likely to fail.
Conversion therapy bans have come up in courts before, but their constitutionality is yet to be tested. The Supreme Court last year refused to take up a challenge to a similar state law in Washington that was designed to protect LGBTQ+ youths from the practice.
The case was filed by the Christian legal organization, Alliance Defending Freedom, on behalf of a marriage and family counselor who claimed banning conversion therapy censored his conversations with clients in violation of the First Amendment. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit upheld the law, which it said prohibits certain professional conduct, not speech.
The Supreme Court majority, as is customary, did not explain its decision to leave the 9th Circuit ruling in place. But the three conservative justices who dissented -- Clarence Thomas, Samuel A. Alito Jr. and Brett M. Kavanaugh -- said they would have taken the case, which, they added, presented important questions of free speech.
In a statement to The Post, Matt Sharp, senior counsel at the Alliance Defending Freedom, said the organization is reviewing Beshear's executive order.
"The government has no business censoring private conversations between clients and counselors, nor should counselors be used as a tool to impose the government's biased views on their clients," Sharp added.
Kentucky, Washington and other jurisdictions have passed laws barring conversion therapy because of its harmful and traumatic effect. The premise of conversion therapy, according to medical experts, is that same-sex attraction or nonconforming gender expression and identity are pathological -- the result of physical or mental illness.
The therapy can include procedures such as electric shock, hypnosis and inducing nausea, according to the American Medical Association, which opposes the approach.
Research has shown such practices more often result in reduced self-esteem, self-harm or suicide than in lasting change to gender identities or sexual attraction -- findings that have prompted a slew of countries to ban conversion therapy.
California in 2012 became the first U.S. state to ban conversion efforts, according to data from the nonprofit Movement Advancement Project. Since then, 28 states -- mostly along the East or West coasts -- and the District of Columbia have instituted partial or full bans on conversion therapy for minors. Indiana is the only state that prohibits local-level bans on conversion therapy.
In Kentucky -- where 21 percent of LGBTQ+ youth reported being threatened with or subjected to conversion therapy, according to the Trevor Project -- the new policy makes it illegal to use state or federal funds to provide conversion therapy to minors. It also gives the state's board of licensure the authority to discipline professionals found to have practiced conversion therapy on minors.
The new law comes at a time marked by a flurry of legislation targeting the LGBTQ+ community. This year has seen a record number of such bills, ranging from barring Pride flags to prohibiting gender-affirming care, introduced in state legislatures across the country.
Jaymes Black, the chief executive officer of the Trevor Project -- which provides support to LGBTQ+ youth aimed at suicide prevention and crisis intervention -- said in a statement that Beshear's executive order "serves as a powerful reminder that LGBTQ+ youth have allies and leaders who support them in every corner of our country."
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Religious cult leaders convicted of forcing children into unpaid labor
Leaders of the United Nation of Islam allegedly kept children in harsh conditions, made them work long hours and routinely abused them as punishment.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-09-18

(iStockp)


High-ranking members of a group that a judge has previously termed a "cult" were convicted Monday of taking children from their parents and forcing them into unpaid labor, squalid living conditions and disciplinary beatings.
Six leaders of the United Nation of Islam were convicted of conspiracy to commit forced labor, and one was convicted of six additional forced labor of minors charges. Two others previously pleaded guilty to the same charge, which covers actions spanning from 2000 to 2012.
The Kansas City, Kan., organization promised to safely house and teach children, some as young as 8, from across the country.
"Instead, the defendants betrayed this trust, exploiting young children in the organization by callously compelling their labor," Assistant Attorney General Kristen Clarke of the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division said in the prosecutor announcement.
The group kept children in overcrowded rooms, limited their food and communication to their families, and harshly punished them, including physical abuse, prosecutors said. Some leaders held "Fruit of Islam Beatdowns" -- or "FOI Beatdowns" -- in which they beat male members as punishment.
Kaaba Majeed, 50, faces a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison. The five others face up to five years in prison.
Majeed's attorney W. Scott Toth told The Washington Post on Wednesday he plans to ask the court for a new trial but declined to explain on what grounds.
"As a member of the defense group that was involved in this, it wouldn't be prudent of me to comment on the specific evidence and put forth gut reactions to the verdict until the defendants have exhausted their ability to continue to pursue their position," he said. (The other defense teams did not immediately respond to a request for comment Wednesday.)
The other five group members convicted this week are Yunus Rassoul, James Staton, Randolph Rodney Hadley, Daniel Aubrey Jenkins and Dana Peach.
U.S. District Judge Daniel Crabtree referred to the group as a "cult" in May 2018, when he ordered the group to pay $8 million to a woman it trafficked for a decade and shipped against her will to work for free in the group's bakeries and restaurants.
The group's origins begin in 1978 when, according to its founder, the late Royall Jenkins, he "was abducted by angels who transported him through the galaxy in a spaceship and instructed him how to rule on Earth," according to an indictment from October 2021. Jenkins died in 2021 of complications from covid-19, according to court records.
Jenkins was a member of the Nation of Islam until he had a falling out with the Nation's firebrand founder Minister Louis Farrakhan, according to a cached page of the United Nation of Islam (UNOI) website. The group started in Maryland but moved to Kansas City in the late 1990s. Membership numbered in the hundreds, prosecutors wrote.
The organization opened businesses, including restaurants and bakeries, in Kansas City and a number of east coast cities, including New York City, Atlanta and Baltimore.
The group also ran a sewing factory that wove the only clothing members were allowed to wear, and a factory that produced the only hygiene items members could use.
The businesses ran on one of the core tenets of the faith: unpaid labor, or "duty," as it was known in the group. The full-time members lived in provided housing, and the part-time workers donated funds.
Many of the children were sent to Kansas City under the guise of them attending an unaccredited school named the University of Arts and Logistics of Civilization and worked in one of the businesses, "promising a fulsome education and the development of life skills through working in UNOI-operated businesses," prosecutors wrote.
But the group didn't tell parents that the children would work long hours -- sometimes in lieu of school -- or be sent to work at the other businesses around the country, prosecutors wrote. Children were kept on strict diets and lived in crowded dorms or barracks overrun with mold and rats, prosecutors wrote, while the leadership lived in spacious housing and ate what they wanted.
Prosecutors said leaders controlled the food members ate -- usually just bean soup and salad -- their medical treatments, the clothing they wore, the toiletries they used, the way they showered and the books they read. They also made members seek permission to speak to family and outsiders.
Infractions allegedly led to a variety of punishments, such as being locked in the dark or forced to remain silent for two weeks. In one instance, a child who burned a pie was allegedly made to work until midnight. Prosecutors said members were convinced that they would burn in "eternal hellfire" if they didn't follow the rules or left.
Female members were subjected to weekly weigh-ins, prosecutors said, during which they would be humiliated and forced to fast.
Many of the defendants forced some people to undergo colonic procedures performed on them by adult members, according to prosecutors.
The cached UNOI website referred to colonics as "the Fountain of Youth," saying: "Internal Cleansing removes the toxins which retard health ... treatments at 'The Fountain of Youth' are important activities for rejuvenation and long life."
Those convicted were also accused of beating children.
Prosecutors said Jenkins, Majeed and Hadley paddled minors; and Rassoul prevented a child from receiving medical care after the child fainted and hit their head on a brick floor while working at a restaurant Rassoul managed.
Some of the defendants held a hungry child upside down over train tracks because he would not admit to stealing food, prosecutors said. Another victim drank water from a toilet because she had not been allowed to drink, they said.
The defendants are scheduled to be sentenced Feb. 18.
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A journey from N.C. to Ukraine to suspect in apparent assassination attempt
Ryan Routh lived a life of quirky anonymity, until a seeming unraveling allegedly put him within striking distance of former president Donald Trump.
By Emmanuel Felton, Brady Dennis, Joanna Slater, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Emily Wax-Thibodeaux, David   Stern | 2024-09-19

FBI officers investigate an area alongside the Trump International Golf Club in West Palm Beach, Fla., on Tuesday. Palm Beach County Sheriff Ric Bradshaw said Secret Service agents found Ryan W. Routh, who is identified as the suspect who was arrested after allegedly pointing a rifle with a scope into the club as Donald Trump was on the course. (Cristobal Herrera-Ulashkevich/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


GREENSBORO, N.C. -- Months before he allegedly pointed a semiautomatic rifle into a Florida golf course as former president Donald Trump approached, Ryan Routh described himself as a failure.
Nearing 60, he was running a small business building tiny homes and sheds in Hawaii. He had tried to reinvent himself by volunteering to fight in Ukraine but was rejected.
He had no assets, no retirement savings, no bank account, he wrote in an e-book describing his time in Ukraine that he predicted no one would read.
One topic that appeared to preoccupy him: political assassination. In his book, Routh repeatedly wondered why someone hadn't killed Russian leader Vladimir Putin. And he said Iran should feel free to assassinate Trump.
"No one here in the US appears to have the balls to put natural selection to work or even unnatural selection," he wrote.
Routh's long and strange journey from running a roofing company in North Carolina to what the FBI has called an apparent assassination attempt in Florida on Sunday left friends and acquaintances mystified. He could be odd, many of them said, and had a history of mostly minor run-ins with police, but wasn't threatening.
"He was a little intense, but super nice," said Tony Strader, Routh's neighbor in the seaside community of Kaaawa, Hawaii.
Still, in recent years, there were hints of a kind of unraveling, particularly since he went to Ukraine in 2022. While Routh saw himself engaged in a Manichaean battle of good vs. evil, others found his activities there counterproductive and disturbing -- so much so that they flagged him to U.S. government agencies, they said.

Body-camera video shows Ryan Wesley Routh, the man suspected of possibly trying to assassinate former president Donald Trump, being arrested.


After returning home to Hawaii, he lashed out in unexpected ways. Saili Levi, a vanilla grower on Oahu, described a disconcerting experience last year after he paid Routh to build a trailer. Levi said the work was shoddy and he asked Routh to repair it or return his money. Routh refused and fired off an irate email. Routh wrote that he had traveled to Ukraine twice in support of "freedom, human rights and democracy around the world and I come back to bullshit such as this."
"Perhaps I would be happier dead on the front lines than dealing with rich people in fancy cars as I drive old broken-down vehicles and hoping to keep my account out of the negative and hoping for food to eat," wrote Routh in the email, which Levi shared. "You disappoint me as a human."
Routh, 58, appeared in court Monday for a hearing on two federal firearms charges. He remains in custody and has a detention hearing set for Sept. 23. Federal law enforcement officials have not yet identified a motive for his alleged actions, and Routh's lawyer declined to comment Tuesday.
To trace Routh's path, The Washington Post interviewed nearly 20 people in the United States and Europe who knew him or had knowledge of moments in his life. Much of his journey remains unclear, including when he arrived in Florida, where he allegedly hid just outside Trump's golf course for hours overnight. He fled without firing his weapon, authorities said, after the Secret Service spotted his rifle and shot at him.
The portrait that emerges from Routh's associates is of a man who spent much of his life in anonymity, only to seek purpose and attention in recent years in Ukraine, before seizing the most powerful spotlight possible in what authorities say was an apparent attempt to assassinate a presidential candidate.
Members of Routh's family either declined to comment or did not respond to questions. His older son, Oran, told CNN that Routh was "a loving and caring father. ... It doesn't sound like the man I know to do anything crazy, much less violent."
Routh was raised in a well-to-do subdivision of Greensboro, said Kimberly Hassler, a longtime family friend. His father was a chemist and his mother taught home economics, she said. Hassler remembered Routh as a friendly and energetic person who was generally more fun than his two siblings, who she said went on to become a lawyer and a banker.
There was nothing out of the norm, Hassler said. "They were one of the closest families we knew," she said. Hassler last saw Routh in 2021, when he returned to North Carolina from Hawaii to deliver a eulogy at his father's funeral. He greeted her warmly.
In his book, Routh wrote that he was "kicked out and on my own" at the age of 16. He spent two semesters at North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University in the mid-1990s but didn't earn a degree, a university spokeswoman said.

Secret Service and Homeland Security agents check a former home of Ryan Routh in Greensboro, N.C., on Sunday. (Jonathan Drake/Reuters)


An early brush with the authorities had Routh cast as a hero: In 1991, at the age of 25, he was featured in the Greensboro News and Record after he confronted and chased a rape suspect. The local chapter of a police association presented him with an award.
Over the years, he accumulated a lengthy list of minor offenses -- writing worthless checks, failing to obtain a permit for construction work, engaging in welfare fraud, driving without a current inspection. But in 2002, his interactions with the authorities took a more serious turn.
In April of that year, Routh was arrested for possessing an explosive device, according to Chris Parrish, the assistant district attorney of Guilford County. He was later convicted and sentenced to four days' jail time. He was also required to complete a mental health assessment, Parrish said. (No further details of the case were available.)
Then, that December, Routh was stopped by Tracy Fulk, at the time a Greensboro police sergeant, for driving his pickup with a revoked driver's license. She saw him reach for a duffel bag that contained a gun, she recalled in an interview, and pulled her own weapon.
Routh immediately drove off, she said, and barricaded himself inside his business, United Roofing. Police surrounded the premises and called in a SWAT team, Fulk said. After several hours, Routh emerged and was arrested. He pleaded guilty to carrying a concealed weapon and resisting an officer. He received probation and a suspended sentence, according to North Carolina Department of Corrections records.
After that, Routh continued to pop up in North Carolina case records -- driving without insurance, failure to pay taxes -- but was not arrested again until eight years later, in 2010. He pleaded guilty to theft after stealing two sinks and construction material, Parrish said, and was sentenced to probation.

Investigator vehicles parked outside the Kaaawa, Hawaii, home of Ryan Routh, the man accused of an apparent attempt to assassinate Donald Trump, on Tuesday, while FBI agents conduct a search. (Audrey McAvoy/AP)


Whatever his legal troubles, he appeared to be a good -- if unconventional -- neighbor. Kim Mungo lived next door to Routh and his daughter for nearly two decades on Hiatt Street in Greensboro and told reporters Monday that he had always been friendly to her.
Mungo recalled a stretch during which Routh and his daughter kept a horse in the living room. "A whole, live horse," she said. "It was crazy."
Despite such eccentricities, the neighbors generally got along. "They were kind of weird. But they didn't bother me, and I didn't bother them," Mungo said.
Routh sold the ramshackle house earlier this year for $170,000, a deal he negotiated from Hawaii. Todd Doerner, the new owner, described the home as uninhabitable and said he plans to tear it down. Doerner said that when he took possession of the property, there was no kitchen and no working bathroom.
One thing that did remain: multiple security cameras mounted around the exterior.
Around 2018, Routh moved to Hawaii, where he lived with a woman who described herself as his fiancee on a GoFundMe page. He started a small business building tiny homes and sheds. For two years, he volunteered his services with HomeAid Hawai'i, a nonprofit that combats homelessness. Kimo Carvalho, the group's executive director, said in a statement that the group received no complaints about Routh.
Apart from a few traffic violations, his run-ins with police appeared to lessen after his move to Hawaii. However, at one point in 2019, the FBI received a tip alleging that Routh possessed a firearm, something prohibited because of his criminal record. Jeffrey B. Veltri, the special agent in charge of the FBI's Miami field office, said Monday that investigators interviewed the person who submitted the tip and passed the information to local law enforcement in Honolulu. The tip did not result in any charges.
Four years after Routh arrived in Oahu, however, the focus of his attention changed dramatically. After Russia invaded Ukraine in early 2022, Routh joined a flow of volunteers who wanted to support Ukraine's war effort. While many had prior military experience, Routh had none. The international legion of Ukraine's armed forces turned him down because of his age and inexperience, according to an interview Routh gave in 2022. Ukraine's Ministry of Defense said Routh never served with its foreign volunteers.
Instead, Routh set up a tent in Kyiv's central Independence Square and spent several weeks camped there before the structure was removed by police. He cut a distinctive figure: His hair was dyed yellow and blue, the colors of the Ukrainian flag, and he often wore a stars-and-stripes T-shirt.
He sought attention from foreign media as the war raged. Guillaume Ptak, a French freelance journalist, said that Routh approached him in June 2022 and asked to be filmed in Independence Square. In the video, Routh speaks in front of a display he created of 50 flags he said represented the nationalities of people who had volunteered to fight with Ukraine.

This photograph, taken at Independence Square in Kyiv on June 23, 2022, shows Ryan Routh attaching national flags of the volunteers helping Ukraine to a banner. (Sergei Supinsky/AFP/Getty Images)


Routh appeared "gaunt, emaciated and seemed not to have been sleeping a lot," Ptak said in an interview this week. His conversation was "all over the place." Ptak found him "loopy but well-meaning."
A military medic from the United Kingdom, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the subject, echoed that assessment. He met Routh three times in Kyiv.
"After a few minutes talking to him, you could tell that something wasn't 100 percent," the medic said. "But he seemed harmless."
Others disagreed. Chelsea Walsh, a nurse from Florida, spent six weeks volunteering in Ukraine and said she met Routh there in May 2022.
The conflict attracted a range of Americans, Walsh said. Some of them were sincere while others were like Routh, she said, describing him as an opportunist. She said he was prone to sudden bursts of anger. Once, she saw him curse and kick a homeless man who asked for change. "He was very erratic," Walsh said.
When Walsh returned to the United States, she said, she spent an hour at the airport with Customs and Border Protection personnel detailing her concerns about several Americans in Ukraine she felt were dangerous. Routh was chief among them.
A spokesperson for CBP did not respond to a request for comment.
All told, Routh spent five months in Ukraine in 2022 and three months there last year, according to his account. His repeated efforts to recruit foreign fighters to Ukraine, particularly from Afghanistan, raised alarm bells in some quarters. In Kyiv, he was filmed wearing a T-shirt with his email address and phone number, presenting himself as a military recruiter promising pay of "$1200." In his book, Routh describes repeated and futile efforts to obtain visas for Afghan volunteers to travel to Ukraine. "Paperwork overrides the slaughter of humans every time," he wrote bitterly.
For several Americans connected to aid efforts in Ukraine, Routh's activities looked like possible human trafficking. There were also widespread concerns about Routh's mental health, said Sarah Adams, a former CIA officer who helped run a network that linked 50 aid groups to share information and coordinate humanitarian efforts.
In June of last year, Adams put a warning about Routh on her network's LinkedIn page telling people to beware of him and his recruitment scheme. Routh was instructing Afghans to travel illegally to Iran, she said, as a pathway toward joining the Ukrainian foreign legion. "This is a fraud," she wrote. The same day, Adams said, a colleague forwarded the alert about Routh to the State Department. A State Department spokesman did not respond to a request for comment.

Ryan Routh pays tribute to foreign citizens killed during the Russia-Ukraine war in a central square in Kyiv, Ukraine, on April 30, 2022. (Efrem Lukatsky/AP)


Evelyn Aschenbrenner, an American who served in the administration of the Ukrainian International Legion until June, told Routh by text message late last year to stop his "absurd" efforts to recruit Afghan soldiers to fight in Ukraine. "You are absolutely not helping anything by doing this," Aschenbrenner wrote. "Please. Do less."
For Aschenbrenner, the news that Routh was arrested in connection with a possible assassination attempt did not come as a surprise. "There's a streak of zealotry in him," she said. "I knew he was not firing with all pistons."
Back in Hawaii, however, Routh's appearance in the news -- and the sight of at least a dozen agents combing through his home early Tuesday -- was met with shock.
Strader, Routh's neighbor, said Routh was "kind of in his head" but he never imagined him to be capable of violence. Routh never spoke with Strader about Ukraine or Trump, he said. Earlier this year, Routh and his partner posted Biden-Harris campaign signs along the busy highway in front of their house, said Strader, 36, a solar engineer. A beat-up truck parked outside the home bore stickers for Biden-Harris and Camp Box Honolulu, Routh's company.
Bill Braden, a painter in Hawaii, has known Routh for about five years, ever since Routh sold him a trailer that Braden uses for guests. Braden's daughter also bought a unit from Routh. Routh and his partner are "hardworking, down-to-earth people," Braden said. "I thought he was a good guy."
Levi, the vanilla farmer, had a similar view -- at least initially.
Routh was older but "pretty cool," Levi said, and enthusiastic about his work.
But the mobile shop Routh built for Levi had crooked shelving and an improperly installed bracket. After contacting Routh and receiving his angry reply, Levi decided the dispute was no longer worth his time.
"He wasn't a threat, he just ripped me off," said Levi, 40.

Law enforcement personnel investigate the outside former president Trump's golf course in West Palm Beach, Fla., on Tuesday. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


In recent months, Routh posted criticism of Trump on the social media platform X, formerly known as Twitter. Trump's campaign slogan should be "MASA" or "Make Americans Slaves Again," Routh wrote. He also offered to provide "thousands" of Afghan soldiers to quell unrest in Haiti.
In his book, published in 2023, Routh described himself as neither a Democrat nor a Republican. He indicated that he voted for Trump in 2016 but came to regret that choice. "I must take part of the blame for the retarded child we elected," he wrote.
Toward the end of his account, Routh grew both morbid and grandiose. "One way or another I doubt I will make it out of this year alive," he wrote, saying that he might be killed by the Taliban or by Russia.
On Sunday, police apprehended Routh fleeing north on Interstate 95 in Florida. He showed little emotion, the county sheriff told a local television station, and never questioned why the police were there.
Felton and Dennis reported from Greensboro, N.C., Slater from Williamstown, Mass., Hennessy-Fiske from Houston, Wax-Thibodeaux from Washington and Stern from Kyiv, Ukraine. Mark Berman, Nick Miroff, Aaron Schaffer, Samuel Oakford and Drew Harwell contributed from Washington and Tom Hays from Kaaawa, Hawaii.
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Portugal wracked by blazes at tail end of Europe's wildfire season
Three firefighters died battling the blazes, Portugal's prime minister said, adding the country was going through "difficult days."
By Bryan Pietsch | 2024-09-19

Firefighters on Sept. 16 battled raging wildfires as they swept through central and northern Portugal.


As Europe approaches the end of a wildfire season that has been milder than those of recent years -- yet still devastating in certain areas -- firefighters in Portugal are battling blazes that have wreaked havoc across the country and left at least three firefighters dead.
Portugal's government declared a day of mourning for Friday, local media reported, as the country is under a state of emergency.
Three firefighters died while fighting blazes in Tabua in central Portugal, the country's Ministry of Internal Administration said in a statement Tuesday. Portuguese Prime Minister Luis Montenegro said the firefighters were "heroes who gave their lives defending Portugal and the Portuguese people. The greatest tribute we can pay them is to continue fighting, as they did."
Andre Fernandes, commander of the National Emergency and Civil Protection Agency, said at a news conference Tuesday that some of the fires were "beyond extinguishing capacity," Portuguese newspaper Expresso reported. Fernandes added that the authorities were focusing on "preserving human life and property."

Firefighters combat a wildfire in Aveiro, Portugal, on Monday. (Patricia De Melo Moreira/AFP/Getty Images)



A cemetery is flanked by a wildfire in Covelo, Portugal, on Tuesday. (Jose Coelho/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The fires were concentrated in the northern half of the country, according to European Union data, which showed that as of Thursday, more than 186,000 acres burned in the past day. Montenegro's office said in a statement Thursday that the government would pursue "criminals" who were alleged to have set some of the fires intentionally.
Portugal was going through "difficult days" due to the fires, Montenegro wrote on X. He thanked France, Greece, Italy and Spain for their help in battling the fires. European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said eight planes had been mobilized via the E.U. Civil Protection Mechanism.
The European Commission said in a statement in May that it was readying a series of "protective measures" in preparation for the wildfire season, including deploying more than 500 firefighters across "strategic locations" in the European Union.
While there have been more wildfires in Europe this year than average, the amount of area burned and the carbon dioxide emitted by them have been lower than average, suggesting the fires have not been as devastating as usual.

The burnt forest in Pessegueiro do Vouga, after a wildfire in Sever do Vouga, on Thursday. (Patricia De Melo Moreira/AFP/Getty Images)



Joaquim Maia, 63 years old, stands in front of his burnt warehouse at Pessegueiro do Vouga on Thursday. (Patricia De Melo Moreira/AFP/Getty Images)


Still, even aside from the destruction in Portugal this week, Europe has not gone through the summer unscathed. Last month, a wildfire with flames reaching as high as 80 feet scorched the Athens area in Greece, forcing evacuations in the height of tourism season. A bout of wildfires in Greece last summer were the largest ever recorded in the European Union, burning more than 230,000 acres.
Human-caused climate change has worsened wildfire risks in Europe and around the world. Scientists warn that a warming world and changing weather patterns have led to longer fire seasons and conditions that are ripe for fires to burn larger areas more intensely.
"The fire risk is expected to further increase due to climate change," according to the E.U. civil protection agency. "The season will be increasingly characterized by massive fires that cost lives and burn areas that take longer to fully recover."
Even as swaths of Portugal burned, central Europe suffered the aftermath of floods brought on by an extreme storm named Boris over the weekend, which left at least 12 people dead. Climate change probably intensified the storm, The Washington Post reported.
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Women accuse Mohamed al-Fayed, billionaire and friend of U.K. royalty, of rape
Twenty women accused Fayed of sexual assault, five of whom said he raped them while they worked at Harrods, the high-end London store he owned. He died in 2023.
By Karla Adam | 2024-09-19

Mohamed al-Fayed at Harrods in London on Sept. 1, 2005, when he unveiled a memorial to his son Dodi and Diana, Princess of Wales. (Paul Hackett/Reuters)


LONDON -- Mohamed al-Fayed, the late, larger-than-life Egyptian billionaire, was accused of rape and sexual assault by former employees of Harrods, the landmark West London department store he owned.
In the BBC documentary "Al-Fayed: Predator at Harrods," more than 20 women have come forward with allegations of sexual assault. The BBC also talked to former staff members who said the company knew what was happening.
Five of the women told the BBC that they were raped by Fayed while working at Harrods. The current owners of the store, which is something of a tourist destination, said that they had "failed our employees who were his victims and for this we sincerely apologise."
Fayed, once a friend of British royalty, is featured prominently in the last season of "The Crown." His son Dodi was killed in a car crash in Paris in 1997 alongside Diana, Princess of Wales, with whom he was in a romantic relationship. In the Netflix series, the elder Fayed was portrayed as a gregarious businessman desperate to be accepted by the British establishment and who meddled in his son's personal life.
Fayed died in 2023, which may have made it easier for some women to come forward.
But this is not the first time that allegations have surfaced in the media, including in Vanity Fair, whose 1995 article alleged inappropriate behavior, including how women working close to him had to "undergo full internal exams and be grilled on their entire gynecological histories." Fayed launched a libel lawsuit that he ultimately dropped two years later.
There were also other incidents. In 2009, prosecutors decided not to charge Fayed over allegations that he sexually assaulted a 15-year-old girl. In 2013, the police investigated an allegation by a woman who claimed Fayed had sexually attacked her after  a job interview. He denied the allegations and was never charged.
The new allegations made to the BBC went further, with some people speaking out about rape and attempted rape.  The legal team featured in the documentary, as well as some of the survivors, will hold a news conference Friday. A spokesperson for the team said they will discuss their legal claim against Harrods for "failing to provide a safe system of work for their employees."
The assaults were said to have taken place at Harrods and at the Ritz Paris hotel and Villa Windsor, properties he owned in France.
Former staff members at Harrods told the BBC that the company failed to intervene. "We all watched each other walk through that door thinking, 'You poor girl, it's you today,' and feeling utterly powerless to stop it," one person told the BBC. Others said that there was a culture of fear and that women were threatened and intimidated, which stopped them from speaking out. The store's former deputy director of security told the BBC that phones were bugged and that cameras were installed throughout the store.
Last year, Harrods started settling claims from women who said that they had been abused by Fayed. Fayed sold the company to Qatar's state-run investment arm for around $2 billion in 2010, according to media reports.
Harrods's current owners said in a statement they are "utterly appalled" by the allegations of abuse.
The store stressed that "the Harrods of today is a very different organisation to the one owned and controlled by Al Fayed between 1985 and 2010" and that it now "seeks to put the welfare of our employees at the heart of everything we do."
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Hezbollah chief calls pager, radio attacks an 'act of war' by Israel
Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah addressed the nation Thursday in a televised speech, as Israeli warplanes flew over the Lebanese capital, Beirut.
By Claire Parker, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Lior Soroka, Shira Rubin | 2024-09-19

A fire engine and ambulances responded to a shop in Sidon on Sept. 18, as Lebanon's state news agency reported new blasts linked to electronic devices.


CAIRO -- Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah called the two days of deadly blasts linked to electronic devices in Lebanon this week an "act of war" by Israel, as the Israeli military stepped up strikes on southern Lebanon, flew warplanes over Beirut and approved plans for the next stage of the conflict along the border between the two countries.
"The enemy transgressed all boundaries and red lines," Nasrallah said in a widely anticipated speech Thursday evening local time about the attacks, which killed at least 37 people and injured nearly 3,000 when pagers, walkie-talkies and other devices exploded simultaneously on Tuesday and Wednesday across Lebanon. The attacks were "a major assault on Lebanon, its security and sovereignty, a war crime -- an act of war," he added, and they dealt an "unprecedented blow" to Hezbollah and Lebanon.
As he spoke in a televised address, the rumble of planes and large sonic booms could be heard over the Lebanese capital. But Nasrallah also struck a note of defiance, saying the group's operations would not stop until Israel ended its war in Gaza.
"They will face a severe reckoning and just retribution, whether they expect it or not," Nasrallah said of Israel. The nature, size and location of any retaliatory attack would be kept secret, he said.
"Because we are in a delicate, sensitive and important battle," he said.
Israeli authorities, who rarely discuss operations in other countries, declined to comment on whether Israel was responsible. But the sophisticated and complex operation bore the hallmarks of Israel's intelligence agency, Mossad, which has a history of carrying out targeted assassinations abroad.
U.S. officials have acknowledged that Israel was behind the attack. Two U.S. officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive subject said the Israelis did not inform the United States about the specifics before the attack took place but told Washington afterward through intelligence channels.
Detonating explosives in civilian areas -- supermarkets, houses, crowded streets -- was a "crime," Nasrallah said, and could have killed thousands more people than it ultimately did. But many compromised pagers had been switched off, were lying away from their targets or were sitting in storage, he said. The devices that exploded were largely not carried by senior officials, and some belonged to health workers, he added.
Minutes before Nasrallah began to speak, the Israel Defense Forces announced it was striking Hezbollah targets in Lebanon to "degrade Hezbollah's terrorist capabilities and infrastructure."
Earlier Thursday, in Beirut's southern suburbs, where support for Hezbollah is strong, residents said they feel vulnerable and exposed, with a sense of unease sweeping across their neighborhoods. The attacks have eroded the once-solid sense of security they felt living far from the front lines in southern Lebanon.
At the same time, the community of supporters are frustrated with Nasrallah and are calling for a more decisive response to the attacks, one resident said, speaking on the condition of anonymity for security reasons.
With anxiety swirling over whether there could be more explosions, Beirut's international airport banned passengers from carrying pagers and walkie-talkies onto any aircraft, Lebanon's state news agency reported. The Lebanese army said Thursday that it was still detonating "suspicious" communications devices across the country.
The explosions, which began on Tuesday afternoon when thousands of pagers used by Hezbollah members beeped simultaneously before erupting, sent people streaming into hospitals across Lebanon, many having lost eyes or hands or suffering serious abdominal injuries. Two children were among those killed Tuesday, Lebanese Health Minister Firas Abiad said Wednesday.
Taiwanese pager manufacturer Gold Apollo, whose logo was seen on some of the destroyed pagers, said it did not make the devices that exploded in Lebanon. The company said in a statement Wednesday that the pagers in question were "entirely handled" by a Hungarian company called BAC Consulting KFT. BAC did not respond to requests for comment. Hungarian government spokesman Zoltan Kovacs said "the referenced devices have never been in Hungary."
On Wednesday afternoon, a new round of detonations -- involving two-way radios and "fingerprint analysis devices," according to Lebanon's civil defense -- damaged or set ablaze homes, shops and vehicles across the country. At least one of the explosions occurred at a funeral in the Beirut suburbs, held by Hezbollah for people who were killed in Tuesday's blasts.
Lebanon's Health Ministry said Thursday that 25 people were killed in Wednesday's explosions, and Abiad said at a news conference that the larger size of the devices detonated Wednesday -- compared with the pagers that exploded Tuesday -- "may explain why injuries were more serious."

Video verified by Reuters shows the moment of an explosion at a funeral in Kfar Sir, Lebanon, on Sept. 18.


Images from the scenes of the explosions showed walkie-talkies bearing the name of Icom, a Japanese manufacturer of radio equipment, which said the model in question had been discontinued about a decade ago. "We cannot confirm whether the product was shipped from our company or not," Icom said in a statement Thursday.
The attacks dealt Hezbollah a severe blow, represented an embarrassing breach of its supply chains and illustrated Israel's ability to strike deep within the militant group. Governments across the Middle East condemned it as a serious violation of Lebanon's sovereignty, and the United States, the United Nations and Western countries appealed for calm as the region appeared, once again, to teeter on the brink of wide-scale war.
"This act of grave escalation will lead the region to what we have been warning against, which is an all-out war which will turn the region into scorched earth," Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty said in Cairo on Wednesday, speaking alongside U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken.
Israeli officials have signaled in recent days that they were shifting the military's focus from Gaza to Israel's northern border. Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said Wednesday that "the center of gravity is shifting northward," while Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, the Israel Defense Forces chief of staff, warned Hezbollah: "We have a great many capabilities that we haven't used yet."
Gallant said Thursday that he briefed U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin overnight on "IDF operations in the southern and northern arenas, focusing on Israel's defense against Hezbollah threats."
Tens of thousands of Israelis have been displaced from the north by Hezbollah attacks since October, and the Israeli government has come under intense pressure to create conditions that would allow them to return home safely. Israeli attacks in that time have displaced more than 113,000 people from southern Lebanon, according to the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.
The tit-for-tat attacks across the border continued Thursday, with Hezbollah claiming a strike in the area of Margaliot that it said hit an Israeli military position, causing "a number of deaths and injuries."
Israeli army radio reported that Hezbollah fired two antitank missiles at the Upper Galilee region and that the IDF returned fire on southern Lebanon.
Ziv Medical Center in the northern Israeli town of Safed said it received "six injured individuals" from the morning strikes. Rambam Hospital in Haifa said two wounded people from "a security incident in the north" were airlifted to its trauma unit and were being examined. Israeli army radio said one of the wounded was in serious condition.
The Israeli military declined to comment.
Separately, two Israelis were wounded in a drone attack in the north on Thursday, Israel's Haaretz newspaper reported.
The IDF said Thursday that it struck "Hezbollah terrorist infrastructure sites" as well as a Hezbollah weapons storage facility in southern Lebanon overnight.
A full-blown war would be devastating for Lebanon, already on its knees economically and still traumatized from a deadly 2020 explosion in its port. For Israel, a major offensive in Lebanon risks drawing in Hezbollah's backer, Iran -- and Hezbollah's arsenal could overwhelm Israel's missile defense systems.
Refael Franco, former deputy head of Israel's National Cyber Directorate, said the attacks on pagers and portable radios have bought Israel time to decide if it will  wage a full-scale war or opt for a U.S.-brokered diplomatic resolution to the spiraling cross-border crisis with Lebanon.
The operation, he said, was probably made up of several parts: "Studying Hezbollah's entire supply chain; then making it so that Nasrallah was convinced that the group's communications systems needed to be swapped out; then, third, ensuring that Hezbollah buys -- from all the other alternatives -- the beepers from the operating supplier."
Nasrallah's decision earlier this year to order Hezbollah members to stop using cellphones, fearing their vulnerability to hacking, opened up the opportunity for an attack.
Hezbollah commanders would probably now attempt to reduce online communications and instead meet in person, Franco suggested -- a scenario that would then leave the group also more susceptible to assassination attempts.
Lebanon's cabinet is slated to convene Thursday afternoon, and its Foreign Ministry dispatched an official to New York ahead of an emergency meeting of the U.N. Security Council on Friday.
Separately, Israel's internal intelligence agency, Shin Bet, and the Israeli police announced in a joint statement Thursday that an Israeli man has been indicted over his alleged role in an Iranian assassination plot targeting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other senior figures.
But in Jerusalem, there were few signs that Israel was bracing for war.
"Israel is in a 'keep calm and carry on' mode," said Jonathan Rynhold, head of the political studies department at Bar-Ilan University. He and his wife were headed into Jerusalem's Old City on Thursday.
"There is this sort of steely determination," he said. "But that doesn't mean we are not nervous."
Hezbollah began striking in Israel in October, after Israel launched its war on Gaza in retaliation for the Oct. 7 Hamas-led attacks. For months, the United States, Egypt and Qatar have been pushing unsuccessfully for Israel and Hamas to agree to a cease-fire deal, which, under the framework being discussed, would exchange Israeli hostages for Palestinian prisoners in a phased process meant to eventually end the war. But new demands by Hamas and Israel have complicated the pursuit of a deal, The Washington Post reported this month.
Rubin and Soroka reported from Tel Aviv and El Chamaa from Beirut. Rachel Chason in Jerusalem, Kareem Fahim in Beirut, Hazem Balousha in Cairo and Annabelle Timsit in London contributed to this report.
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Sword with pharaoh's mark found in Egypt, still shimmering 3,000 years later
The bronze sword was unearthed by archaeologists at an ancient fort in the Nile Delta. It was emblazoned with the signature emblem of Ancient Egyptian pharaoh Ramses II.
By Leo Sands | 2024-09-19

Archaeologists uncovered a long bronze sword decorated with the cartouche of King Ramses II. (Courtesy of Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities)


More than 3,000 years ago, a long bronze sword emblazoned with the insignia of Ancient Egypt's Ramses II -- the most powerful pharaoh of the era -- was set down in a mud hut somewhere in the Nile Delta.
A team of archaeologists digging up an ancient fort in the area spotted the bronze blade and cleaned it, revealing this month they had found a shimmering blade with the intricacies of an ornamental cartouche -- the personal emblem used by the pharaohs -- still visible. It had not lost its reflective shine under the layers of rust and grime accumulated over millennia.
It's a "very striking and a truly remarkable find," said Elizabeth Frood, an Oxford University Egyptologist who was not involved in the dig, in an email Thursday.
The weapon was uncovered among a cache of ancient Egyptian treasures, dug out of the Tell Al-Abqain ancient fort around 30 miles southeast of Alexandria by archaeologists from Egypt's Antiquities Ministry.
According to a statement from the ministry, the fort served as a critical outpost guarding Ancient Egypt's northwestern frontiers in its New Kingdom era, considered a golden cultural period of the civilization known for its political stability, military might and monumental architecture.
Ramses II, the second-longest ruling pharaoh in Ancient Egypt, reigned from 1279 to 1213 B.C., a period marking the final peak of Egypt's military power. Ramses was known for his ambitious program of construction and keen military prowess -- expanding the borders of Ancient Egypt northward into the present-day Levant. Many scholars believe he was also the pharaoh reigning over Ancient Egypt during the time of Moses, who was described in the Old Testament's Book of Exodus as leading the enslaved Israelites out.
The fact that the sword was uncovered in a working setting -- rather than inside a tomb -- makes it unusual, Frood said.
"For an object to bear the cartouches of Rameses II would suggest to me that it belonged to someone of relatively high rank," she said. "To be able to display such an object, even though it would have been presumably in a scabbard, was a marker of status and prestige."
The archaeologists also found ovens used for cooking food, an ivory applicator for kohl eyeliner and ceremonial scarab beetles, shedding light on the everyday rites of ancient soldiers during the reign of Ramses II.

The discovery included ivory kohl applicators, carnelian and faience beads, scarabs and protective amulets. (Courtesy of Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities)


Kohl was used by men and women alike to protect their eyes from the bright sun, as well as for keeping away insects, serving both practical and aesthetic functions. Researchers also collected jewelry and makeup accessories, including half a bronze ring and two necklaces.
Aiman Ashmawy, an archaeologist at Egypt's Supreme Council of Antiquities who was involved in the dig, said in the ministry statement that some of the buildings discovered at the fort were found with the remains of large pots used for storing food, with leftover fish and animal bones inside, suggesting they functioned as a type of canteen. Cylindrical pottery ovens used for cooking were also found.
They were discovered in a row of neatly organized mud huts that formed military barracks and weapons warehouses, separated by a slender passageway. "It is remarkably well preserved," Frood said. "You can also imagine this type of architecture and therefore management of daily life being appropriate to the disciplined life required of a military group," she said, adding that the squared layout is in keeping with state-organized architecture found elsewhere in Egypt.

The site of military barracks and weapons storage units in the area of Tell Al-Abqain monuments in the Beheira Governorate, Egypt. (Courtesy of Egyptian Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities)


The fort is the latest in a number of sites to have been excavated along what would have been Ancient Egypt's western border. In a statement, the secretary general of the Supreme Council of Antiquities, Mohamed Ismail Khaled, said the military site formed a protective ring used to defend against attacks from Libyan tribes and those known as "sea peoples," an aggressive group of seafarers who carried out attacks across the eastern Mediterranean but whose precise identity and origin remain a mystery.
"These were defensive units, controlling Egypt's western border, as well as perhaps being used as bases for military interventions against Libyan groups. These seem to have been an increasing problem in the 19th and 20th dynasties, so the latter part of the New Kingdom," Frood said. The Ancient Egyptians left behind vivid inscriptions detailing their ferocious battles with the Libyans.
Heba Farouk Mahfouz and Paul Schemm contributed to this report.
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Woman spends almost two hours in 13-foot python's coils: 'I fought with it'
Thai rescue workers freed the woman, who had been washing dishes at home when she was trapped by the 13-foot python. She was bitten several times.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-09-19

A Thai woman was discovered by rescue personnel after two hours trapped in the coils of a python in Thailand's Samut Prakan on Sept. 17.


Arrom Arunroj was cleaning the dishes at her home in Thailand when she was bitten by what she first assumed was a cockroach. But as she looked down, she realized that she had been attacked not by an insect but a python, which rapidly began constricting her.
She would spend almost two hours trapped with the snake coiled around her, despite her cries for help.
Video footage released by police of the incident Tuesday night shows rescue workers arriving to help free the 64-year-0ld.
"Is the snake underneath you?" a rescuer worker asks her as he arrives at the scene in Samut Prakan, south of Bangkok. "Yes," she replies. The rescuer advises Arrom not to move. "The more you move, the tighter the snake will constrict," he says.
It took emergency responders 30 minutes to free Arrom from the snake's clutches, according to the Bangkok Post, which reported that the python was 13 feet long and weighed at least 44 pounds. According to the paper, the woman suffered several bite wounds.
"I fought with it for quite a while," Arrom told rescuers in the video after she was led to safety. "Since around half past 8."
"How many hours has it been? It's 10 p.m. now," a man can be heard saying.
The Bangkok Post reported that the house is next to a reed forest and that Arrom had been living there alone since her husband died last year. She was around the back of the house cleaning when the incident occurred.
"At first I grabbed its head, trying to make it let go, but it wouldn't. It just kept squeezing tighter," she said. "When I saw it start to slither, I let go of its head, and it slithered away, then came back, and finally went down below."
An official with the Police Station Phra Samut Ched, Anusorn Wongmali, said a man had alerted officers to the woman calling for help.
Police kicked the door open and found Arrom being squeezed by the python. "It must have been for quite some time because her body had already started to turn pale," he said.

Reticulated pythons often grow over 20 feet but generally do not attack without provocation. (Reptiles4all/Getty Images)


Steve Allain, a trustee of the British Herpetological Society, said snakes do not attack or bite people "for the sake of it" and that usually some provocation is involved. "This could have been as simple as accidentally cornering the animal so that it didn't feel safe due to its exit route being blocked, or involved accidental or intentional physical harm to the python," he said Thursday.
Allain said that the kind of behavior seen in the incident in Thailand "is rare in pythons and other snakes, and given the snake's size, it is likely to have been defensive in nature."
After reviewing the footage, Allain believes the python in the footage is a reticulated python, based on its scale pattern.
The reticulated python is the longest snake in the world, regularly reaching over 20 feet in length. Reticulated pythons live in southeast Asia and are typically found in rainforests, woodland and grasslands.
The longest reticulated python ever recorded was found in 1912, measuring more than 32 feet in length, according to Britain's Natural History Museum.
Despite Arrom's close call this week, Allain said humans are not typically on the menu for pythons.
"We're too much hassle for the snakes and generally fight back," he said. "Pythons use their immense size to overpower prey, and as such, are vulnerable to being wounded during feeding by anything with sharp claws, horns, or that can wield bladed weapons."
Allain said that while "it wouldn't have been comfortable," for Arrom to have been restrained by the python around her midsection, "it is unlikely to have been fatal."
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Japanese walkie-talkie maker investigating Lebanon explosion reports
Icom says the two-way radios apparently used in deadly attacks across Lebanon were discontinued a decade ago.
By Julia Mio Inuma | 2024-09-19

This screenshot shows a walkie talkie that exploded inside a house in Baalbek, east Lebanon, on Wednesday. (AP)


TOKYO -- The Japanese manufacturer of the two-way radios reportedly detonated in a second round of explosions targeting the militant group Hezbollah in Lebanon said Thursday that it was investigating the allegations, but early signs pointed to the walkie-talkies being counterfeit.
The explosions linked to the electronic devices killed at least 20 people and injured more than 450 across Lebanon on Wednesday, a day after 12 people were killed and thousands wounded by exploding pagers in a suspected Israeli attack.
The source of Wednesday's explosions was not immediately clear. Lebanon's state news agency said some of the explosions occurred in a brand of two-way radio, with images from the scenes of the explosions showing walkie-talkies bearing the brand name Icom and the model number V82.
Icom, a Japanese manufacturer of radio equipment, said in a statement on its website Thursday morning that it produced the IC-V82 handheld radio from 2004 to October 2014 and shipped it to overseas markets, including in the Middle East, during that period. But there had been no shipments since the model was discontinued about 10 years ago and the production of batteries to operate the unit had also been discontinued, the company said.
Furthermore, the photos of the devices did not show the hologram sticker that Icom had attached to the units to prevent counterfeiting, "so we cannot confirm whether the product was shipped from our company or not," the statement said.
Osaka-based Icom, founded in 1954, is a manufacturer of wireless communication products. The company produces communication receivers including amateur, marine and aviation radios, and navigation products. They are sold in more than 80 countries around the world with subsidiaries in the United States, Australia, Germany, Spain and China, according to Icom's website.
The company said its products were sold overseas only to our authorized distributors and it had strict export controls in place through, in line with Japanese government regulations.
The Japanese government was also closely monitoring the reports. "We are currently gathering information," Yoshimasa Hayashi, chief cabinet secretary, told reporters in Tokyo Thursday morning.
Yoshiki Enomoto, the general manager of Icom's security and trade division, told the Kyodo News agency that the device could be its IC-V82 model, although the company couldn't yet rule out "the possibility of a fake."
"The battery may have been replaced with a battery that was modified to explode after the product was acquired," Kyodo quoted Enomoto as saying.

Icom's director Yoshiki Enomoto shows the company's model IC-V82 radios, which the company said they stopped production in 2014, at its headquarters in Osaka, Japan on Thursday. (Kim Kyung-Hoon/Reuters)


Earlier, a sales executive at Icom's U.S. subsidiary told the Associated Press that the exploded devices appear to be a knockoff product and not made by Icom.
"I can guarantee you they were not our products," the AP quoted Ray Novak, a senior sales manager for Icom America's amateur radio division, as saying during an interview Wednesday at a trade show in Providence, R.I.
Novak said Icom introduced the V82 two-way radio model more than two decades ago and it has long since been discontinued. It was favored by amateur radio operators and for use in social or emergency communications, including by people tracking tornadoes or hurricanes, he said.
Hezbollah had moved to older technologies for communication, deeming cellphones too easy to compromise. But this week's attacks, which have been attributed to Israel's military, has challenged the thinking.
Israel, which rarely comments on its intelligence operations abroad, has neither claimed nor denied responsibility for the attacks.
The explosions on Tuesday, which killed at least 12 people and injured as many as 2,800, were caused when the pagers were simultaneously detonated. Experts said that they were likely intercepted before delivery and rigged with explosives.
The pagers bore the logo of Taiwanese manufacturer Gold Apollo, which has denied making the devices and said they were "entirely handled" by a Hungarian company called BAC Consulting KFT, which was authorized to use Gold Apollo's brand trademark in some regions.
Taiwanese Defense Minister Wellington Koo said the Taipei government was closely watching developments. "The relevant national security bodies are paying great attention to this," he said in remarks released Thursday.
The Washington Post could not reach BAC for comment and the government of Hungary denied links to the devices. Hungarian government spokesman Zoltan Kovacs said on social media that BAC is a "trading intermediary, with no manufacturing or operational site in Hungary. It has one manager registered at its declared address, and the referenced devices have never been in Hungary."
Pei-lin Wu in Taipei contributed to this report




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/09/18/icom-investigates-lebanon-explosion-radios/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A key question behind Israeli attack on Hezbollah devices: Why now? 
Israel's government is in turmoil and the United States is trying to head off a wider conflict in Lebanon, leaving officials to wonder about the timing of the attack.
By Loveday Morris, Joby Warrick, Shira Rubin | 2024-09-19

Hezbollah fighters carry a coffin of a comrade killed after their pager exploded during a funeral procession Wednesday in Beirut's southern suburbs. (Bilal Hussein/AP)


JERUSALEM -- The complex, multistage attack that caused thousands of Hezbollah pagers and handheld radios to explode across Lebanon over the last two days appears to have been meticulously mapped out.
Israel, which rarely comments on its intelligence operations abroad, has neither claimed nor denied responsibility for the attack, which continued into a second day Wednesday as more devices exploded across Lebanon. The Israelis did not inform the United States about the specifics of the attack before it took place but told Washington afterward through intelligence channels, according to two U.S. officials. Like others in this story, they spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
Hovering over the unprecedented operation was a critical question: Why now? Israel's government is in turmoil and Washington has been trying furiously to head off a wider conflict, leaving experts and officials to wonder about the timing of the attack and what it signaled about Israel's intentions in Lebanon.
The lack of any major military follow-up by Israel in the hours after the first explosions suggests "the timing wasn't the optimal one," said Oded Eilam, a former senior Mossad operative who oversaw international counterterrorism operations.

Video verified by Reuters shows the moment of an explosion at a funeral in Kfar Sir, Lebanon, on Sept. 18.


How exactly Israel managed to pull off the operation -- and whether it was even over -- remained unclear. An adviser to Israel's military intelligence directorate and a former senior commander in Shin Bet, the country's internal security service, assessed that agents may have taken control of the beeper supply chain, emptied the devices' contents and filled them with small amounts of explosives. Once that was complete, he told The Washington Post, there would have been limited time to act: "The level of suspicion is high, and it takes only one to explode [unintentionally] for the operation to be burned."
Other former Israeli intelligence officials echoed that view, saying such operations -- months, if not years, in the making -- have a brief shelf life after being put in motion. One senior former Israeli official with knowledge of the operation said there was a risk that the devices were going to be discovered. "It was a 'use it or lose it' moment," he said. 
"The timing does not reflect a strategic move by Israel, the timing was coincidental because of things that may have happened on the ground that would have allowed the exposure of this capability," he said.
In the case of the exploding pagers, Hezbollah's decision to switch to what it thought were more secure lower-tech devices after a wave of targeted Israeli assassinations probably provided a window of opportunity, Eilam explained.
"You need the minimum [amount of time] between installation and pushing the button," he said.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, and Defense Minister Yoav Gallant hold a news conference at the Kirya military base in Tel Aviv in October. (Abir Sultan/Pool/Reuters)


Strategic considerations, such as whether the operation is likely to land with maximal impact, need to be balanced against the risk of the operation being compromised, he said, describing the attack as Hezbollah's "Pearl Harbor." But it was not immediately evident if the operation was intended as a first salvo in a full-scale conflict or a warning to Hezbollah about the potential costs of such a confrontation.
"We are at the start of a new phase in the war," Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant told troops Wednesday at the Ramat David air base in Haifa. "The center of gravity is moving northward."
Hezbollah began launching attacks against Israel on Oct. 8 in support of Hamas and has vowed not to stand down until a cease-fire in Gaza is reached. As ambulances raced again through the streets of Beirut on Wednesday, the militant group promised a "reckoning" for Israel.

Relatives of people injured by the explosions of pagers wait outside a hospital in Beirut on Wednesday. (Hussein Malla/AP)


In neighboring Arab states, already on edge after months of intensifying strikes and counterstrikes along the Israel-Lebanon border, intelligence and security officials were rattled by the latest provocation.
"We were already well up the escalatory ladder," said one regional official. "This was a big gamble by Israel."
Arab security services speculated that Hezbollah had discovered a problem with the beepers and that Israel acted in the moment to avoid detection. Otherwise, the timing of the attack made little sense, several officials said.
"Even if they were trying to send a message, why now?" a second regional security official said. "There will be a reaction from Hezbollah. Why do this if you are truly interested in preventing a wider war?"

A woman carries a Hezbollah flag during a funeral Wednesday in Beirut's southern suburbs for people killed by the explosions of pagers. (Anwar Amro/AFP/Getty Images)


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pledged in a recorded video Wednesday that Israel would "safely return the residents of the north to their homes." Hezbollah rockets have displaced some 60,000 people from Israeli communities in the north; earlier this week, the country's security cabinet made their return an official goal of the war.
Israel Defense Forces Chief of Staff Herzi Halevi approved "offensive and defensive" plans for the northern border, the military said in a statement Wednesday. Israeli military radio reported that the army's 98th Division would be transferred from Gaza to the north.
For all of the bellicose rhetoric and troops movements, Israel's military preparations did not appear sufficiently advanced for all-out war, Eilam said, noting that the United States is putting "a lot of pressure" on Israel not to initiate a regional conflagration.
Yet Washington appears limited in its ability to constrain its closest Middle Eastern ally. White House officials were outraged by Israel's assassination of Hamas leader Ismael Haniyeh in late July, at a pivotal moment in cease-fire and hostage release negotiations. In April, Pentagon officials expressed frustration over not being notified in advance of an Israeli strike that killed two senior Iranian commanders near a diplomatic facility in the Syrian capital of Damascus.
A U.S. official said that Israel informed the Biden administration ahead of the pager explosions that it was preparing to conduct some sort of operation in Lebanon but provided no details. Officials were surprised when they saw the scale of the attack: "We were not aware that hundreds of pagers were going to explode in Lebanon at the same time," the official said.
Amos Hochstein, the White House envoy tasked with averting a war between Israel and Hezbollah, had just arrived in Israel on Monday for talks with Netanyahu. "While Israel appreciates and respects the support of the United States, it will -- ultimately -- do what is necessary to safeguard its security," Netanyahu told Hochstein, according to a statement from the prime minister's office.
The exploding devices were meant "to cause panic, and stress and shock" within Hezbollah, said former Mossad chief Danny Yatom, demonstrating Israel's ability to breach even the group's most secure lines of communication.
"It's an operation that does not stand by itself," he said. "It's an operation that might start a more decisive war in Lebanon."

National Security Council spokesman John Kirby on Sept. 18 repeatedly sidestepped questions about a spate of explosions in Lebanon.


But the former senior Israeli official said that while the initial intention may have been to build on the attack, a rushed timeline meant that hasn't happened.
"It was intended for something completely different," he said. He called the strike "as surgical as possible" and "as close as possible to the people that deserve it."
The domestic political backdrop to the operation also raised questions about to what extent the timing was planned. The last week was a turbulent one for Israel's government, as reports mounted that Netanyahu was seeking to replace Gallant following months of friction over war strategy. Gallant has publicly pushed for Netanyahu to agree to a cease-fire in Gaza, which would allow the military to turn its full attention to Lebanon.
"It's hard to know if he'd be reckless enough to plan to fire his defense minister knowing Israel was about to engage in such a high-stake operation, or the operation was carried out at the last minute," said Michael Horowitz, head of intelligence at Le Beck International risk consultancy.
Whatever Israel's initial intentions before unleashing the attack, the government will now face growing domestic pressure to capitalize on the momentum and hit Hezbollah while it is down, analysts said. The group has been striking ever deeper into Israel, including 30 attacks over the past two weeks on areas that have not been evacuated, according to Sarit Zehavi, a retired IDF lieutenant colonel and founder of Alma, a nonprofit focused on security in the north.
"It's unbearable," Zehavi said. "Untenable."
Warrick reported from Amman, Jordan, and Rubin from Tel Aviv. Missy Ryan and Ellen Nakashima in Washington contributed to this report.
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Putin wants Russia's youth to become ultranationalist patriots. Many are all in.
Young Russians are embracing Kremlin propaganda, reshaping the Ukraine war narrative with ultranationalist views and seeing themselves as patriotic truth defenders.
By Francesca Ebel | 2024-09-19
MOSCOW -- At age 25, Maryana Naumova is one of the freshest faces of Russian President Vladimir Putin's wartime propaganda machine.
She has a show on the flagship Kremlin-controlled television network Channel One, 85,000 subscribers on Telegram, the messaging app that is now the main news platform for Russian speakers worldwide, and is a regular speaker at youth forums, universities and talk shows across the country.
Formerly a child-prodigy powerlifter with little experience in journalism, Naumova has reported from most of the major battles of the war in Ukraine -- including, most recently, Kyiv's incursion into Russia's Kursk region, as well as from Mariupol and Bakhmut, two Ukrainian cities that Russian forces nearly demolished and then seized. Her dispatches have focused not on Russia's military as an invading force but as liberators of Russian speakers in eastern Ukraine.
"We showed everything as it was," Naumova said in an interview with The Washington Post about her coverage of Russia's siege of Mariupol, in which she claimed without evidence that Ukrainian forces attacked civilians. "It was very strange that the state of Ukraine shelled its own citizens," she said. "I felt such dissonance. It was incomprehensible to me. ... I mean ... they call them their people."
Naumova is one of thousands of young Russians who have inserted themselves into their country's new wartime system, adopting Kremlin spin as their own beliefs and ensuring that Putin's core ideology, of ultranationalist patriotism and Orthodox Christian values, will be carried forward by a new generation. This includes the idea that the United States wants to destroy Russia and that Russia is a peace-seeking victim rather than an aggressor. Like Naumova, they see themselves as patriotic truth-tellers, not instruments of spin.
About 7 in 10 Russians between ages 18 and 24 -- 69 percent -- support Russia's war in Ukraine, according to an August poll conducted by the Levada Center, an independent polling group; at the same time, nearly as many -- 67 percent -- say they are not following the war closely or at all. But 66 percent of young Russians also support moving toward peace talks, according to the poll -- a higher proportion than the overall population, of whom only 50 percent support moving toward such talks.

Maryana Naumova, 25, a former teen powerlifter, now has a show on the flagship Kremlin-controlled television network Channel One. (Nanna Heitmann/Magnum Photos for The Washington Post)


Since Putin ordered tanks with the letter Z scrawled across them into Ukraine in February 2022, the Kremlin has drastically expanded its focus on youth -- introducing militaristic programs in schools and unleashing a barrage of hyper-patriotic messaging. While thousands of young people have left Russia, those who remain are part of a new generation that is redefining what it means to be Russian and will shape the nation's outlook for decades. As much as any seizure of Ukrainian territory, experts say, this will be a tangible legacy of Russia's war.
Kremlin officials have defended their policies on youth, education and culture as reflecting the demands of Russian society. Putin often speaks about the importance of Russia's youth and shaping how they think. "The linchpin of the country's future, the continuity of its development, is that young people have reliable life guidelines, that they consider our traditional values truly their own," the Russian leader said earlier this year.
On the first anniversary of Russia's invasion, Naumova was among those invited to attend Putin's address to the nation. She sat next to high-profile war correspondents and military bloggers and took selfies with some, including Vladlen Tatarsky, who was assassinated about a month later.
"We will never live as we did before the start of the special military operation," Naumova said, using the Kremlin's euphemism for the war in a video message to her followers ahead of Putin's speech. "We need to understand this, accept this, continue to work and live on. The future depends on all of us, and we will be victorious!"
"This new generation is being raised on the idea that the West hates us," said a former senior Kremlin official who still operates in government circles and who, like some other Russians interviewed by The Post, spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak about sensitive matters. "Now everyone, including young people, must be for the war, for traditional values and religion -- you must be performatively patriotic."
Sergei Guriev, a Russian economist who once led Russia's premier economics university but fled the country and is now dean of the London Business School, described Putin's efforts to indoctrinate Russian schoolchildren as "dangerous."
"As borders are increasingly closed to young Russians and Putin introduces this ideological education, we may end up with a generation which is raised in this Putin way," Guriev said in an interview in the spring, when he was dean of Sciences Po university in France. "Somehow it will have to be undone, and it's not going to be easy or quick."
Young Russians are self-dividing into castes. Some are conformists,  many of whom have calculated that this is the only way to rise and thrive within this remastered society. Many avoid politics or engaging with Russia's institutions altogether. The rest are outcasts.
Those who join Russian youth organizations and who visibly adhere to the government line and traditional values are quickly rewarded. Those who show even a flicker of dissent can end up being denounced to the authorities by their peers, and they or their parents can be prosecuted. And those who openly rebel are punished, exiled or imprisoned.
"It's clear that 'belonging' now means performing in a certain way, in a very clear context of 'us and them,'" said Ian Garner, a British historian who wrote a book on Putinist youth organizations titled "Z Generation: Into the Heart of Russia's Fascist Youth."
"It must be the kind of performance that the state approves of and will grant you access to social inclusion within Russia today," Garner said. "It entails being ethnically Russian. Or to perform at being ethnically Russian. To be straight. To be Orthodox Christian. And to embrace this message of militarism."
Mikhail Dkhnyakov has chosen to belong.
Dkhnyakov speaks English and Polish, has a penchant for smart, navy suits and keeps a well-pruned beard to offset his youthful features. He reads the Financial Times and the Economist, religiously refers to the Kremlin website and state newswires, and has set his sights on a life in politics -- dreaming of becoming foreign minister one day. He took his first step toward this goal when he got a competitive internship at the Duma, Russia's parliament.
Dkhnyakov was born in a small village outside Yaroslavl, 180 miles northeast of Moscow. At 6, he told his father that he wanted to become mayor. He joined Yaroslavl's "Volya" youth organization and his school's debate club before winning a place at the Foreign Ministry's diplomatic academy in Moscow, where he now leads his university's "Russian World" student society.

Mikhail Dkhnyakov, 21, in front of the Duma, Russia's parliament. He dreams of becoming foreign minister one day. (Nanna Heitmann/Magnum Photos for The Washington Post)


At 21, Dkhnyakov is already fluent in Russia's political language. In an interview, he referred to Russia's "fraternal ... blood" ties with Ukraine, waxed lyrical about Russian civilization, boasted of Russia's inclination toward "cooperation and constructive dialogue" on the international stage, and expounded on the need to defend the country from external pressure.
He insisted that there are no political prisoners in Russia because there is no such designation in Russian law, and he waved off reports of a sharp rise in political prosecutions of young Russians. "Anything can be written on the internet," he said.
"The most important thing for me is that everything is good in my country. I want people to live peacefully, to walk around smiling and being happy," Dkhnyakov said. "It will be up to me and my fellow students in 20 to 30 years to decide what will happen in the world and what the role of our country will be," he added. "I expect that it will be fair. A world order based on international law."
Yegor Balazeikin, by contrast, chose exclusion.
He was arrested at age 16 and is now serving a six-year prison sentence for attempted terrorism after throwing molotov cocktails  at two military enlistment offices to protest the war. The explosives never ignited and caused no damage.
"Now it's the second year of my imprisonment," Balazeikin, who is now 18, wrote in a letter to The Post from the detention center where he was being held in St. Petersburg. "I don't have any regrets. I don't hope, I don't beg, I don't cry."

Tatyana Balazeikina and Daniil Balazeikin, the parents of Yegor Balazeikin  -- a teenager who is serving a six-year prison sentence for attempted terrorism after throwing molotov cocktails -- in front of their house in Otradnoye, Russia. (Nanna Heitmann/Magnum Photos for The Washington Post)



Letters sent by Yegor Balazeikin from prison to his parents. (Nanna Heitmann/Magnum Photos for The Washington Post)


He has refused to apologize for his actions. "This won't happen," he wrote. "I am focused on this one word -- protest."
Balazeikin's mother, Tatyana Balazeikina, said his actions were the result of months of battling with his conscience after his uncle, an experienced officer who volunteered to fight in Ukraine, was killed in combat. Balazeikina said his death was a wake-up call for her son, who realized all he had been told about Russia's great war machine and justifications for invading were false.
"These kids who grow up, who become teenagers, then young adults, have a choice to make," she said. "Some are ready to resist. They are not ready to negotiate with their conscience. Others are so brainwashed by propaganda that they support everything that is happening now. And the rest do not care."
Balazeikin is not the only teenager in prison for resisting. In April, Lyubov Lizunova, 17, was sentenced to 31/2 years for inciting terrorism after she wrote graffiti -- "Death to the regime!" -- on a garage wall in Chita in Russia's Far East in fall 2022. Lyubov and her boyfriend, Alexander Snezhkov, 20, who was also convicted in the case, had attempted to flee Russia after being arrested, according to local media.
In June, Arseny Turbin, 15, was sentenced to five years on terrorism charges. Prosecutors accused him of trying to join the Freedom of Russia Legion, a paramilitary unit of Russian nationals fighting in the war on Ukraine's side. Moscow has designated the group a terrorist organization. Turbin has denied the charges, and Mediazona, a Russian-language news outlet, reported that evidence against him was falsified.
Still, many young Russians are unconcerned by the war. Like young people everywhere, they are preoccupied with school, friends and their own futures.

Teenagers dance to K-pop music in the center of Moscow in June. (Nanna Heitmann/Magnum Photos for The Washington Post)


While out at a rave in Moscow in the winter, a 24-year-old named Arseny said that Russia's wartime youth are in an intense and anxious process of finding themselves amid the sociopolitical chaos.
"The state now tries to build a pro-Russian, patriotic ideology devoid of substance," Arseny said, adding that he had a "neutral attitude" toward the state and did not believe the nationalist fervor had influenced his life or thoughts. He spoke on the condition that he be identified only by his first name because criticizing the government can lead to criminal prosecution.
He said, however, that much had been lost when thousands of Russians -- including artists -- fled after the invasion. Instead of "cool parties" and a formerly dynamic, positive atmosphere, "the mood is post-apocalyptic," he said, adding that he believed a new "apolitical and original" culture was gradually developing to replace it. A few days after the interview, the club where he attended the rave was shut for several months following backlash from conservative Russians.
Since the invasion, the government has invested heavily in militarizing young Russians, bolstering funds for education programs and youth movements. And as Putin urges Russian women to birth more children, young Russians are also being taught that defense of their motherland and self-sacrifice are all-important.
In September 2022, schools were required to offer a class called "Conversations About Important Things," developed by the Education Ministry, covering various topics from the Kremlin's perspective, from national identity to world events. Putin personally led an inaugural lesson with selected students in Kaliningrad, the Russian exclave near Poland.
During the lesson, Putin repeated his false claim that Russia's mission in Ukraine was to "stop the war" and "protect the people" in the eastern Donbas region.
History books introduced at the start of the 2024-25 school year for high school seniors blame the United States for the war in Ukraine and include a quote from Putin in which he falsely asserts: "Russia did not start any military actions but is trying to end them."
The war has also ushered in a push for militarization, with a proliferation of weapons presentations and training days at kindergartens and schools across Russia. Beginning this month, 10th- and 11th-graders are required by law to undergo combat and military medical training in a new course called "Fundamentals of Security and Defense of the Motherland." A textbook has been introduced for eighth- and ninth-graders on how to operate drones.
And last year, more than 14,000 "hero desks," each emblazoned with the face and biography of a Russian soldier killed in Ukraine, began appearing in thousands of schools, as part of a new initiative backed by Putin's United Russia political party.
"Children are now given lessons about not just the family, traditional values and Russian heroes, but crucially, heroes who sacrifice themselves," Garner said.
The Youth Army, created by the Russian Defense Ministry in 2016 to prepare children physically, intellectually and "spiritually" for war, has also seen a significant increase in membership, rising to at least 1.3 million children and teenagers since the invasion. Its members must all take an oath: "I swear to remain forever true to the Fatherland and to the Brotherhood of the Youth Army!"
In late July, hundreds of teenagers descended on a faculty building at the Baltic Federal University in Kaliningrad, with some reportedly trying to break in through a back door, according to Russian independent news outlet SOTA.
Outside, a throng of teens danced, screamed and chanted, "Russia, Russia, Russia!" Some waved Russian flags. Others had painted their faces in red, white and blue. The scene was reminiscent of young fans swarming a concert hall to see their favorite band, but it this case, the celebrity onstage was Ekaterina Mizulina, the head of a Russian group that polices internet content and advocates for censorship.
Mizulina, 40, is director of the group, called the Safe Internet League, a quasi-governmental organization intended "to educate and develop media literacy skills in children and their parents" and combat what the Kremlin regards as dangerous online content. She has spearheaded efforts to block YouTube and restrict Google in Russia and has publicly claimed credit for writing hundreds of denunciations of people and businesses she has deemed unpatriotic. An embodiment of the polarization gripping wartime Russia, she has also amassed a strange but significant fan base among young Russians as a meme-friendly youth advocate.
"Ekaterina Mizulina is the sex idol of our time," one of the teens who had come to get a glimpse of Mizulina told SOTA in an interview. "This is the Russian Taylor Swift!" another said. One person said it was right for Mizulina to be pushing to censor foreign music. "I think this is correct: Young people should not be exposed to Western propaganda."
Every week, she receives complaints from young people about shoddy school canteens and run-down parks but also unpatriotic teachers or classmates, which she then posts to her Telegram, which has nearly 800,000 subscribers.
In an interview, Mizulina said she aspires to create a channel of communication with Russian youth that is similar to Putin's "Direct Line" -- an annual televised call-in show during which he responds to complaints from everyday people. Mizulina said most of the letters she receives are from young people who are "really, really annoyed."

Ekaterina Mizulina, director of the Safe Internet League, at the Russian Internet Forum in 2022. (Irina Buzhor/Kommersant/Sipa/AP )


"They don't understand why some people who work in the universities say things against Russia or Russian people," she said, referring to professors who have criticized the war. "The mentality in Russia has changed a lot, and it has changed young people as well."
Mizulina dresses to appeal to her young fans, sporting leather jackets, statement jewelry and sunglasses. But her messaging has had  serious consequences. Last year, a 23-year-old TikToker who published content supporting Ukraine was handed a military summons after he was denounced by Mizulina. Others have been harassed and bullied, or had their livelihoods ruined.
Uliana Strizh, 31, a mother and volunteer working with the pro-war Zakhar Prilepin Foundation, said that she was raising her own two children to be patriots and that youth in wartime Russia are far from apolitical.
"They are thoughtful and they understand the path that we have chosen. ... They will have to rebuild our world no matter what," Strizh said in an interview.
Strizh said she wanted more attention put toward teaching children patriotism, including through movies, interactive games and on social media platforms -- where it is possible to speak to children "in their own language." But, she said, the main responsibility of patriotic education lies with parents.
Since Russia's Ukraine invasion, Strizh is rarely at home in the city of Nizhny Novgorod. Instead, she spends nearly all of her time volunteering in Donbas. Her young children, she said, have even come with her to the front.
"I know that my children will live in a different world. And I don't want them to have guns in their hands," she said. "My children will need triple patience, love and kindness."
"They know why this is all this happening," Strizh continued. "They understand more than many adults do."
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U.N. General Assembly demands Israel end occupation of Palestinian territory
The nonbinding resolution says Israel must end its "unlawful presence" within a year, pull out military forces, halt settlement expansion and evacuate settlers.
By Niha Masih | 2024-09-19

The U.N. General Assembly voted Sept. 18 in favor of a resolution demanding that Israel end its "unlawful presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territory."


The U.N. General Assembly on Wednesday overwhelmingly voted in favor of a resolution demanding that Israel end its "unlawful presence in the Occupied Palestinian Territory" within 12 months.
The nonbinding resolution also said that Israel should withdraw its military forces; halt the expansion of settlements and evacuate all settlers from occupied land; and demolish parts of a separation wall constructed inside the occupied West Bank.
A majority of members -- 124 countries -- voted in favor. Fourteen countries, including Israel and the United States, voted against the resolution and 43 countries abstained.
It also asks member states to cease arms transfers to Israel when there are reasonable grounds to believe that they might be used in the occupied territory and to impose sanctions on settlers involved in violence against Palestinians. It also calls for accountability for Israel's violations of international humanitarian law, including paying reparations.
The Palestinian-drafted resolution was based on the International Court of Justice's advisory opinion, issued in July, which said that Israel should end its occupation of Palestinian territory and that its continued presence is considered illegal and a "wrongful act."
Israel considers territories it captured in 1967 -- including East Jerusalem, the West Bank and Gaza -- to be on disputed land and therefore not occupied according to legal terms. But the United Nations and most of the international community deems them occupied territory.
"Please stand on the right side of history. With international law. With freedom," Riyad Mansour, the Palestinian envoy to the United Nations, said in an address to the assembly.
In a social media statement, an Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman described the U.N. action as "cynical international politics" that "further distances the possibility" of a cease-fire and hostage release deal.
The United States, Israel and 12 other nations voted against the resolution.
Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, said in a statement that it "does not advance" progress toward a two-state solution and does nothing to end the ongoing war in Gaza or bring home the hostages held by Hamas.
The United States in December voted against a U.N. resolution calling for a cease-fire in Gaza, arguing that it failed to condemn Hamas for the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel.
Countries that voted against the resolution: Argentina, Czech Republic, Fiji, Hungary, Israel, Malawi, Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Tonga, Tuvalu, United States.
Several European countries -- including Germany, one of Israel's main military backers -- abstained from voting on the resolution.
Britain, which also abstained, said that while it supports the ICJ's findings, the current resolution does not provide enough clarity on "our shared aim of a peace premised on a negotiated two-state solution: a safe and secure Israel alongside a safe and secure Palestinian state."
Ukraine, which has filed a case at the ICJ against Russia over its 2022 invasion, abstained from the vote.
India and South Korea, which in December voted in favor of a U.N. resolution calling for an immediate humanitarian cease-fire in Gaza, also abstained.
Countries that abstained: Albania, Australia, Austria, Britain, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Costa Rica, Croatia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Georgia, Germany, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Italy, Kenya, Kiribati, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Moldova, Nepal, Netherlands, North Macedonia, Panama, Poland, Romania, Rwanda, Samoa, Serbia, Slovakia, South Korea, South Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, Uruguay, Vanuatu.

Palestinian envoy Riyad Mansour, second from left, is congratulated after the result of the vote Wednesday at the U.N. headquarters in New York. (Bryan Smith/AFP/Getty Images)


The European countries to vote in favor of the resolution included France and Spain. Others, such as Greece, acknowledged Israel's security needs but voted in favor of the current resolution out of respect for ICJ's work.
Japan, a key U.S. ally, was among the countries that voted for the resolution, citing the need to uphold international law and to acknowledge the role of the ICJ. Singapore supported the resolution but said calling for measures that have not been negotiated by the two sides "may only harden positions."
Many South American nations, some of which have cut diplomatic ties with Israel or recalled their ambassadors over the war in Gaza, voted in favor as well.
Countries that voted for the resolution: Algeria, Andorra, Angola, Antigua-Barbuda, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Cote d'Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominica, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Honduras, Iceland, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, North Korea, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Qatar, Russia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syria, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand, Timor Leste, Trinidad-Tobago, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Yemen, Zimbabwe.
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Lost for 450 years, famed poet's grave found at Notre Dame, scientists say
Researchers believe the remains found in a lead coffin in 2022 are those of the French Renaissance poet Joachim du Bellay.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-09-19

A 16th-century lead sarcophagus discovered in the floor of Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris in 2022. (Julien De Rosa/AFP/Getty Images)


For years, he did not have a name.
When archaeologists excavated two lead sarcophagi from Paris's Notre Dame Cathedral in 2022, they identified one of the bodies from an epitaph on its coffin, but the second did not yield its identity so easily.
That left researchers with a more-than-450-year-old mystery -- which they now believe they've solved.
The remains in the second sarcophagus are probably those of the French Renaissance poet Joachim du Bellay, France's National Institute of Preventive Archaeological Research, or Inrap, said in a report published Tuesday. It's the latest development in the archaeological work that began one day after a fire ravaged the cathedral in April 2019, causing its famous spire to collapse and engulfing its entire roof in flames. As the cathedral has been rebuilt over the past five years, archaeologists have excavated areas inside and outside the monument, which officials expect to reopen in December.
Before his death in 1560, du Bellay had worked in Paris and Rome, writing a defense of French as an artistic language that would become a rallying cry for other French Renaissance poets.
"With the political context of Joachim du Bellay, you can write the history of part of France and Italy at this moment," said Eric Crubezy, a professor at Paul Sabatier University in Toulouse, France, who worked on the identification.
Du Bellay wrote seminal works of the French Renaissance era, but his career was short, spanning about nine years, said Paul White, a professor of classics at the University of Leeds in the United Kingdom.
He died in his late 30s, and some of his last works were reflections of his deteriorating health, White said.
Scholars long believed du Bellay was buried at Notre Dame, as the poet's family requested him to be laid to rest beside his relative Jean du Bellay, who was a high-ranking clergyman. But Joachim du Bellay's physical tomb had never been found.
Many other tombs were excavated in the wake of the devastating  fire, as part of a massive restoration project launched afterward.
Archaeologists discovered more than 100 graves and excavated 80 of them. Half of the graves were for members of the clergy, the other half church members, Inrap said.
In 2022, researchers discovered two lead sarcophagi buried at the crossing of the cathedral's transept, where no other intact tombs had been found, Crubezy said.
The remains identified from the epitaph were those of Antoine de la Porte, a canon of the cathedral who died in the early 1700s around the age of 80.
Upon examining the second set of remains, researchers found several notable elements that led them to believe they were those of du Bellay.
The remains were from a person who died between the ages of 30 and 40, one of only a few of those buried at the cathedral who were so young, Crubezy said. Researchers also found signs of tuberculosis and meningitis -- maladies that du Bellay probably suffered near the end of his life.
The remains also showed that an autopsy had been performed, Crubezy said. After du Bellay's death, an autopsy was done of his body as well, Crubezy said, citing archival records researchers found.
Questions persist about why he may have been buried apart from nearly all of the other graves at the cathedral, including Jean du Bellay's.
Crubezy and his team have two theories: that he had been transferred to rest beneath the transept in 1569 after his final works were posthumously published, or that the site had been intended to be temporary but the coffin had never been moved.
Still, Crubezy said, the identification has probably brought research surrounding the poet's life and death a long way since the 1758 excavation when his relative was found but he was not.
"Where was he?" Crubezy said. "It was a mystery since the 19th century. We knew that he was in Notre Dame, but we didn't know where."
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New explosions kill 20 in Lebanon a day after pager attack
Additional explosions linked to electronic devices caused more deaths and injuries a day after pagers used by Hezbollah exploded, wounding thousands.
By Bryan Pietsch, Meg Kelly, Evan Hill, John Hudson, Anika Seth, Adam Taylor, Abigail Hauslohner, Mohamad  El Chamaa, Michael Birnbaum, Ellen Nakashima, Karen DeYoung, Gerrit De Vynck, Sammy Westfall, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Niha Masih, Vic Chiang, Victoria Bisset, Lior Soroka, Kelsey Baker, Loveday Morris, Kareem Fahim, Susannah George, Olivier Laurent | 2024-09-18
A day after thousands of people were injured across Lebanon when pagers used by militant group Hezbollah exploded, a new spate of explosions killed at least 20 people and injured at least 450, according to the Lebanese Health Ministry. At least 12 people were killed and 2,800 injured in Tuesday's attack. Though Israel has not publicly claimed responsibility for the attack, the Israelis informed the U.S. about the attack after it took place through intelligence channels, according to two U.S. officials speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. The Israelis did not alert Washington about the specifics of the attack before it took place, the officials said.
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Antiwar film or propaganda? 'Russians at War' draws protests at festivals.
The documentary focuses on front-line Russian troops in Ukraine. Screenings at the Toronto International Film Festival drew concerns from Canadian officials.
By Amanda Coletta, Jada Yuan | 2024-09-18

A demonstrator wields a Ukrainian flag outside Scotiabank Theatre to protest the inclusion of "Russians at War" in the Toronto International Film Festival. (Paige Taylor White/Canadian Press/AP)


TORONTO -- The plan, Anastasia Trofimova says, was to shine a light on an underreported aspect of Russia's war on Ukraine. The Canadian Russian director says she spent seven months embedded with a Russian battalion, without the permission of the country's defense officials, to produce her documentary.
"Russians at War" chronicles the life of disorganized and disillusioned Russian soldiers, many of whom have been drafted into service or have signed up for the money, the conflict's purpose growing more elusive each passing day.
In its short life, the joint Canadian French production has drawn opprobrium and protests from Kyiv to Ottawa. Supporters say it's an antiwar film that captures an element of conflict that hasn't been much covered: the views, fears and sacrifices of its instigators.
Opponents say it's Kremlin propaganda.
The documentary has drawn controversy since it premiered this month at the Venice Film Festival. Andriy Yermak, the former producer who runs Ukraine's presidential office, called its inclusion "disgraceful." Kyiv this week added Trofimova to its list of national security threats.
But the criticism intensified ahead of screenings at the Toronto International Film Festival, drawing in Canada's deputy prime minister and Ukrainian diplomats. Canada is home to the largest population of Ukrainians outside Ukraine and Russia.
One of the film's funders withdrew support. Amid "significant threats" to festival operations and safety, organizers made the "unprecedented" move to suspend screenings.

Protesters outside the TIFF Lightbox in Toronto. (Paige Taylor White/Canadian Press/AP)


Opponents say the film "whitewashes" the crimes of Russian aggressors, fails to challenge their false claims and omits the Ukrainian perspective. They warn that it risks weakening Western support for Ukraine. Some question whether it should exist at all.
"It's not the time to evoke sympathy for Russian soldiers because they continue to occupy us, fire missiles at populated areas and the director won't show this in her film," Ukrainian filmmaker Olha Zhurba said in a Facebook post.
Supporters say it's less "Triumph of the Will," the 1935 Nazi propaganda documentary, than "All Quiet on the Western Front," the antiwar epic that showed the horrors of World War I through the eyes of young German soldiers. Pulling the film from festivals, they say, would be a form of censorship and could set a dangerous precedent.
"Pretty much the entire discussion has been framed so far by people who have not seen" it, Trofimova told The Washington Post. (Trofimova worked as a Russian-language interpreter for The Post during reporting for an article published in July, before "Russians at War" was released.)
After suspending screenings last week, organizers showed the film Tuesday, two days after the awards were handed out and the festival officially closed.
Cameron Bailey, the festival's chief executive, said staff were targeted in hundreds of incidents of verbal abuse, which included threats of sexual violence. At the screening Tuesday, he defended the decision to include it in the program and to finally screen it.
"I believe that surrendering to pressure from some members of the public or from a government when it comes to presenting any cultural product can become a corrosive force in our society," Bailey said.
The documentary team didn't set out to make a film about Russian soldiers. Oscar-nominated producer Cornelia Principe approached Trofimova at the start of the conflict to suggest a film about antiwar protests in Russia.
But the plan changed when Trofimova had a chance encounter on a train with a man in a Santa suit named Ilya. He was a Ukrainian from eastern Ukraine fighting for Russia. She wanted to know more.
"On the one hand, I had the Russian media who are saying that these are these faceless heroes who never bleed," Trofimova said. "And then most of the reports in the Western media are talking about all these awful war crimes. And it's just a question I had to answer for myself." She asked to embed with Ilya's support battalion.
The film's opponents say it's inconceivable that Trofimova could have embedded with the battalion without the permission or knowledge of Russia's Defense Ministry. She says she sought approval from the unit's commanders. None granted it, she said, but none turned her away.
When Trofimova arrives in Russian-occupied eastern Ukraine, the battalion is in disarray. Only 300 of its 900 members are left, and "half are crippled," one says. They're awaiting the arrival of 300 new conscripts.
They're armed with Soviet-era weaponry that they do not know how to operate. A new arrival, carrying only a knife and a flashlight, is killed in battle. One soldiers says he hasn't been paid. Another takes shrapnel to the lips after a comrade fails to attach a grenade to a drone properly.
Some of the troops say they're motivated by patriotism. Others were lured by money. One says he joined because he feared he would slip back into drug addiction. Several say they don't know what they're fighting for.
Many become disillusioned. They dismiss pro-Moscow media as "propaganda" and "lies." They complain that they are being sent to the front like "blind kittens."
"They say the only way back to Russia is feet first," one soldier says. "If I'd known that, I wouldn't have come. Because I, too, had life plans."
Principe, the producer, said she doubted Russian authorities would be "happy" about a documentary that "doesn't make the Russian army look very good."
But some of the criticism is aimed less at what's in the film than what's not.
One soldier -- nom de guerre: "Cartoon" -- tells Trofimova that he must vanquish "Nazis" in Ukraine. The characterization goes unchallenged.
When she asks him about reports that Russians are committing war crimes, he dismisses them: "Why would they?" There's no mention that a U.N. commission and other bodies have concluded that Russian soldiers have committed war crimes.
Principe said the scene shows that the soldier "has been isolated from the reality of what's going on." The words are his, she said, not the film's.
Trofimova, who quit a sister channel of Russian state media outlet RT in 2020, said she began receiving threats when it was announced that the film would premiere in Venice. But the support she received there, she said, was overwhelming. So many people approached her in tears, she said, that she began to avoid the festival grounds.
That was not the case in Canada.
The documentary was funded in part by the public broadcasters of Ontario and British Columbia. Ontario's TVO accessed support through the Canada Media Fund, a nonprofit funded in part by the federal government.
TVO initially defended the documentary, calling it "an antiwar film" made at "at great personal risk to the filmmaker." But four days later, TVO's board chair said the broadcaster would "no longer be supporting or airing" it.
Chrystia Freeland, Canada's deputy prime minister, said she shared the "grave concerns" of Ukrainian diplomats and diaspora groups. Freeland, a former foreign minister, has Ukrainian heritage.
"We as a country have to be very, very clear that there can be no moral equivalency in our understanding of this conflict," she told reporters last week. "... It's not right for Canadian public money to be supporting the screening and production of a film like this."
Trofimova, who studied in Canada, called Freeland's comments "shocking."
"That was the first time, definitely in my memory, that a Canadian elected official has overstepped her mandate and pretty much demanded to censor the work of a Canadian artist," she said.
Outside the screening Tuesday, several dozen demonstrators chanted "Shame on Canada!" and "Russians lie, Ukrainians die!"
Iryna Melnykova bought two tickets to each of the two screenings Tuesday. Not because she intended to go, the Ukrainian Canadian said, but to prevent others from seeing it. She hasn't seen it, she said; the trailer was enough.
"I don't want to listen to any stories, any explanations, any justifications" from Russians, she said. "They are war criminals."
Susan Oppenheim decided to see the film after politicians began criticizing it. She said it was far from Russian propaganda.
"I think it was clear that the group of soldiers that she embedded with were teenagers," she told The Post. "They knew nothing. They have no idea what's going on, and they did say more than once, 'Don't watch Russian television.'"
David L. Stern, Serhiy Morgunov and Serhii Korolchuk in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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What we know about the electronics explosions across Lebanon
The scale of an apparent attack targeting thousands of Hezbollah members across Lebanon at the same time, using their own devices, is unprecedented. 
By Gerrit De Vynck, Sammy Westfall, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Niha Masih | 2024-09-19

American University of Beirut Medical Center personnel prepare to treat some of the wounded Tuesday. (Mohamed Azakir/Reuters)


Thousands of pagers used by the militant group Hezbollah exploded across Lebanon at 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, wounding as many as 2,800 people and killing at least 12, according to health officials. The massive apparent attack raised immediate questions about how the tiny devices could have exploded at the same time.
Hezbollah blamed the attack on Israel. The Israel Defense Forces declined to comment on whether it was responsible.
On Wednesday, a second round of explosions killed 20 and injured at least 450. This attack appeared to impact a broader range of electronic devices, including radios and fingerprint analysis devices.
Israel uses sophisticated cyberespionage methods to spy on and track members of the militant groups it opposes, including Hamas and Hezbollah. It has also built a far-ranging surveillance system using facial recognition to monitor Palestinians in the West Bank.
But the scale of such an attack, targeting thousands of Hezbollah members at once by use of their own devices, is unprecedented.

First-responders carry a man who was wounded after his handheld pager exploded, in the city of Sidon, Lebanon, on Tuesday. (Str/AP)


Israeli operatives probably intercepted the pagers somewhere in the supply chain before Hezbollah got them and rigged them with explosives, said Emily Harding, deputy director of the International Security Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington think tank.
Videos posted of the attack on social media suggest that the "explosive devices were integrated into the pagers," N.R. Jenzen-Jones, director of Armament Research Services, a weapons research firm, said in a post on X. "The scale suggests a complex supply-chain attack, rather than a scenario in which devices were intercepted and modified in transit."

Video shows the moment of an explosion in a supermarket in the Lebanese capital of Beirut on Sept. 17.


Cellphones long ago replaced pagers for most people, but the devices are still widely available. They're part of the same complex electronics supply chains connecting manufacturers in Asia with resellers all over the world.
"This looks to be perhaps the most extensive physical supply chain attack in history," said Dmitri Alperovitch, chairman of the Silverado Policy Accelerator, a national security think tank.
Two photos published to social media in the aftermath of the attack show the singed and crumbled back panels of pagers with "GOLD" written in text above a model number, "AR-9." The design of the text matches that emblazoned on the back of the "AR-924" pager model produced by Gold Apollo Co., which uses a lithium battery.
Gold Apollo, based in Taiwan, is one of the primary producers of pagers in the world.
Gold Apollo said Wednesday in a statement that it did not manufacture the AR-924 pagers that media reports suggest were used in the attack. They were "entirely handled" by a company called BAC in Budapest, which is authorized to use Gold Apollo's brand trademark in some regions, it said.
Taiwan's Economy Ministry said in a separate statement earlier Wednesday that it had contacted Gold Apollo, which "questioned whether the product was indeed theirs after reviewing the media reports and images, and they judged that the pager may have been tampered with after being exported."
Gold Apollo exported 260,000 pagers from 2022 through last month, including almost 41,000 sets this year alone, according to data from the ministry. Most were exported to Europe and the United States, and there were no records of direct exports to Lebanon, the ministry said. This did not, however, rule out shipments through a third-party company.

An ambulance arrives at the American University of Beirut Medical Center on Tuesday. (Wael Hamzeh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


In July, Reuters reported that Hezbollah had turned to pagers in recent months for communication after banning the use of cellphones from the battlefield out of concern that Israel could use them to locate and monitor fighters.
Pagers don't have cameras or microphones, making them less risky for people who are concerned about surveillance, said Harding.
Little is known about the explosions that killed 20 and injured 450 across Lebanon on Wednesday.
The country's state news agency attributed some of the explosions to two-way radios. Lebanon's civil defense said some of Wednesday's incidents occurred as a result of "wireless devices and fingerprint analysis devices" exploding.

A fire engine and ambulances responded to a shop in Sidon on Sept. 18, as Lebanon's state news agency reported new blasts linked to electronic devices.


Israel's cyber-capabilities are well known. The IDF's Unit 8200, composed of thousands of soldiers, develops technology to collect intelligence and monitor the military's targets. The unit's veterans often go on to work at prominent cybersecurity companies or found their own start-ups. Israel has used cellphone data to monitor the movement of people in Gaza during the war.
Israel's military and spy agencies have assassinated the country's enemies from afar for decades. Technology has played a chief role in some of the attacks.
In 1996, Yahya Ayyash, Hamas's chief bombmaker, was killed when he answered a rigged cellphone, probably part of an operation by Israeli agents, The Washington Post reported. And in 2012, U.S. officials confirmed that the United States and Israel had jointly developed a cyberweapon known as Stuxnet intended to slow Iran's nuclear program. The weapon inadvertently infected industrial control computers around the world.
Private Israeli companies create and sell sophisticated cybersecurity and surveillance software as well. A 2021 investigation by The Post and 16 media partners found that Israeli firm NSO Group had sold military-grade spyware to other governments that used it to hack cellphones used by journalists, politicians and activists.

In Cairo on Sept. 18, Secretary of State Antony Blinken reacted to pager explosions in Lebanon, saying any violence could complicate cease-fire talks.


Still, the attack is unprecedented and raises new legal questions about Israel's compliance with international law, said Tal Mimran, academic director of the International Law Forum at Hebrew University and a former legal adviser to the IDF.
"A beeper attack is a new type of attack; we haven't seen it," Mimran said. "Were they able to properly assess the people who will be injured by the attack? How many casualties would be considered collateral damage?"

Friends and relatives of injured people arrive at the American University of Beirut Medical Center in Beirut on Tuesday. (Wael Hamzeh/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Modern consumer devices, including some pagers, have lithium-ion batteries that can explode or catch on fire if they get too hot or come into direct contact with metals. Even so, it is highly unlikely that a lithium battery caused Tuesday's explosions, experts say.
Lithium batteries as small as a regular AA battery can explode and cause burns, said Richard Meier, principal expert with Meier Fire Investigation, who has overseen many investigations into lithium battery fires. In one case, a small battery exploded in a person's pocket after coming into contact with loose change, causing severe burns.
Lithium batteries that overheat can reach 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit, Meier said. Devices are generally designed to vent this heat, but if they don't, "the battery can and will explode," he said.
Some batteries rely on the devices' own software to regulate their use and temperature, so it is theoretically possible to hack into a pager and trigger its battery to heat to the point that it explodes, Meier said.
However, Taiwan's Economy Ministry said Wednesday in its statement that Gold Apollo said the battery inside its pager is about the size of a standard AA battery "with no possibility of causing an explosion that could lead to casualties."
At the same time, videos of the attack posted to social media show the pagers exploding instantaneously, rather than catching fire. Overheating lithium batteries sometimes explode, but also catch fire or throw off streams of superheated material in unpredictable ways.
"I've seen enough lithium battery fires to know that what we're seeing in published videos is not consistent with a battery fire," said Jake Williams, a security researcher and vice president of research and development at Hunter Strategy, a security consulting firm. "The electrochemistry in cheap batteries simply doesn't support detonating them all in a very short time period like was observed."
Instead, the explosive material may have been placed into the batteries themselves, Williams said.
Rachel Chason in Jerusalem, Vic Chiang in Taipei, Taiwan, and Meg Kelly, Ellen Nakashima and Sammy Westfall in Washington and contributed to this report.
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What to know about Hezbollah, the Lebanese group hit by pager blasts
Israeli leaders have said they did not want to escalate the conflict with the Lebanese group. They also said they were ready for any scenario.
By Anika Seth, Adam Taylor | 2024-09-18

A woman carries a Hezbollah flag in Beirut's southern suburbs on Sept. 18 during a funeral for people killed when hundreds of pagers exploded across Lebanon the previous day. (Anwar Amro/AFP/Getty Images)


Explosions linked to electronic devices wounded thousands of people across Lebanon, leaving at least 12 people dead Tuesday and at least 14 dead in a second spate of blasts Wednesday. Militant group Hezbollah was the apparent target.
Hezbollah officials blamed Israel for the suspected attacks. On Tuesday, pagers used by the group exploded. Additional electronic devices exploded Wednesday.
The thousands of injured Tuesday were taken to medical facilities across the country. The toll continues to rise from the blasts Wednesday. Analysts have said that the explosions appeared to be a startling move by Israel, after months of cross-border escalation with Hezbollah over the course of the war in Gaza, and may be a prelude to a larger military engagement.
Hezbollah, formed roughly 40 years ago, is one of the most powerful militant groups in the Middle East and firmly embedded within Lebanese society. Much more than a militant group, it is a major political force and presence in parliament, its popularity rooted in a vast array of Hezbollah-run social services -- many of which fill gaps in the state, especially among historically marginalized Shiite-majority areas and neighborhoods.
Hezbollah is a Shiite Muslim militant organization backed by Iran and based in Lebanon. In 1985, during the Lebanese civil war, the group published a manifesto that listed the destruction of Israel as a key goal, in response to that country's occupation of southern Lebanon.
Shiite Muslims, historically a minority group in Lebanon, make up roughly 32 percent of the country's population. Hezbollah once could have been described as simply a proxy of Iran's Shiite theocracy, but over the years the group has won increasing popular support in Lebanon, especially as Shiite constituents feel marginalized and unsupported by the state.
Reports have estimated that Hezbollah has as many as 50,000 fighters, with more in reserve, and the group has a powerful arsenal with up to 150,000 rockets and missiles. However, the group also provides civil services including school and medical centers, and even museums and construction companies, and it has participated in Lebanese elections since 1992. The explosions across the country this week killed the son of a member of parliament, according to a Hezbollah official, and injured doctors and other civilian workers, along with members of their families and communities.
Though Hezbollah and its allies lost their majority in Lebanon's parliament in 2022, the group continues to wield significant influence. The United States classifies Hezbollah as a terrorist group and holds it responsible for the 1983 bombings of the U.S. Embassy and Marine barracks in Beirut, which killed roughly 300 American and French troops.

Women mourn during a funeral July 31 for two children killed in an Israeli strike in Beirut's southern suburbs. (Khaled Desouki/AFP/Getty Images)



Members of the Lebanese Red Cross walk toward a burning vehicle after an Israeli air raid on the town of Shamaa in southern Lebanon on Aug. 1. (Kawnat Haju/AFP/Getty Images)


Israel shares its northern border with southern Lebanon. Strikes between Hezbollah and Israel have been commonplace for decades, but the recent escalation could push Israel to wage war on two fronts: in Gaza against Hamas and in Lebanon against Hezbollah.
On Oct. 8, a day after the Hamas attack on Israel, Hezbollah said it attacked Israeli targets in Shebaa Farms, a disputed area on the border. Israel and the militant group traded fire in the days that followed. In the nearly 10 months since, both sides have moved their attacks deeper and deeper into enemy territory.
Amid the attacks, peacekeepers from the United Nations said they were working with both parties to defuse a "very dangerous situation." 
During a visit to the northern border in July, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said his nation was "prepared for a very intense operation," and Defense Minister Yoav Gallant threatened to take Lebanon "back to the Stone Age." Hezbollah maintained that it would not relent until a cease-fire was reached in the Gaza Strip.
Later that month, Israel carried out a strike in the suburbs of Beirut that it said killed Fuad Shukr, whom it called a "senior military commander," in retaliation for an earlier rocket strike in the Golan Heights. Shortly afterward, Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Tehran.
Both Iran and Hezbollah have pledged to retaliate. The Israeli army is battered by almost a year of bloody fighting against Hamas. Hezbollah presents a larger, more strategic and better-armed foe, and there are concerns about whether Israel has the resources and stamina to wage another full-scale offensive.
But Israeli officials have suggested that they are planning for war. In an early Tuesday announcement, Israel's security cabinet said that it had updated its war objectives to include "returning the residents of the north securely to their homes," officially expanding the aims beyond Gaza and Hamas.
The attacks this week may have damaged Hezbollah's communication networks. The group appears to have been using pagers, an older and less advanced technology than cellphones, in a bid to avoid Israel's sophisticated cyberespionage techniques.
A war with Israel would also be costly for Hezbollah and Lebanon, both in terms of the likely casualty count and the risk to Hezbollah of losing its political influence in Lebanon.
Hamas has controlled the Gaza Strip for almost two decades and is committed to eliminating Israel and establishing an Arab Palestinian state.
Hezbollah and Hamas have taken opposite stances on the Syrian civil war, with Hezbollah supporting dictator Bashar al-Assad, who belongs to a branch of Shiite Islam; Hamas is a Sunni movement.
However, their shared opposition to Israel's existence has brought the two groups close.
Hezbollah has also trained Yemen's Shiite Houthi rebels as well as militias in Iraq. Last month, Israel intercepted a missile from Yemen after the Israeli military struck a Houthi-controlled port there in response to a rare Houthi attack on Tel Aviv the day before.
Iran's Shiite theocracy backs all three groups.
Hamas has denied any involvement from Iran and Hezbollah in planning the Oct. 7 attack on Israel. Iran has also denied any role in the attack, though some analysts say it is likely that Hezbollah and Iran provided Hamas planning advice.
Hezbollah said its Oct. 8 attacks on the disputed Shebaa Farms area were launched "in solidarity" with Hamas, and at a rally in Beirut, a Hezbollah leader expressed further support: "Our hearts are with you. Our history and guns and our rockets are with you."
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Taiwanese firm Gold Apollo and Hungary deny links to exploded Hezbollah pagers
The pagers, deemed by Hezbollah to be safer than cellphones, were probably rigged with explosives before they were delivered to Lebanon, experts said.
By Vic Chiang, Patrik Galavits, Karla Adam | 2024-09-18

Employees at Taiwanese company Gold Apollo, which on Wednesday denied making the pagers used in an explosion in Lebanon. (Ritchie B Tongo/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


TAIPEI, Taiwan -- The source of the Hezbollah electronic pagers that exploded in Lebanon, killing at least 12 people and injuring as many as 2,800 others, remained a mystery on Wednesday, after a Taiwanese company and the government of Hungary denied links to the devices.
Two photos published to social media after the Tuesday explosions show the burned and damaged back panels of pagers with "GOLD" written in text above a model number, "AR-9." The design of the text matches that emblazoned on the back of the "AR-924" pager model produced by Taiwanese pager manufacturer Gold Apollo Co.
Gold Apollo, however, said it did not design or manufacture the devices in question. It said those pagers were "entirely handled" by a Hungarian company called BAC Consulting KFT, which was authorized to use Gold Apollo's brand trademark in some regions.
The Washington Post could not reach BAC for comment. But Hungarian government spokesman Zoltan Kovacs contested Gold Apollo's account, posting on social media that BAC is a "trading intermediary, with no manufacturing or operational site in Hungary. It has one manager registered at its declared address, and the referenced devices have never been in Hungary."
Kovacs added that Hungarian national security services were "cooperating with all relevant international partner agencies and organizations."
Experts have said that the electronic pagers -- used by the Hezbollah militant group because they were considered more secure than cellphones -- were probably rigged with explosives at some point before they were delivered to Lebanon.
Hezbollah blamed Israel and threatened to retaliate. The Israel Defense Forces, which does not typically announce operations abroad, declined to comment on whether it was responsible.
Hsu Ching-kuang, Gold Apollo's founder, told reporters at the company's headquarters in New Taipei City on Wednesday that he had no idea how a pager could be turned into an explosive. "I'm just doing my business, why am I getting involved in a terrorist attack?" Hsu said.
The electronic pagers only have a receiving function, and the battery inside is approximately the size of a AA battery, with no possibility of causing an explosion that could lead to casualties, according to Gold Apollo.
Hsu said that BAC had been selling the pagers using Gold Apollo's brand for less than two years.

The site listed as the headquarters of BAC Consulting KFT in Budapest. (Janos Kummer/Getty Images)


BAC Consulting KFT was established in 2022, according to documents filed at the Justice Ministry. Its main job was listed as consulting, but it also was registered to do other things, including produce electric devices and parts of electric devices and work with telecommunications.
BAC's website, which was accessed by The Post before it was taken down Wednesday, said its mission was to work "internationally as agents of change with a network of consultants." The site listed BAC's founder and CEO as Cristiana Barsony-Arcidiacono. The site said she studied in Britain at the London School of Economics, SOAS and University College London, where she earned a PhD in physics. A LinkedIn profile associated with a Cristiana Barsony-Arcidiacono says she speaks seven languages and also worked as an independent expert at the European Commission.
The Post was unable to reach her via emails, phone calls or WhatsApp messages. NBC News said that when it reached a woman by that name on the phone, she said, "I don't make the pagers. I am just the intermediate. I think you got it wrong."
The Post also visited two Budapest addresses listed in the BAC company filings.
At the first, identified as the company's headquarters, an A4 sheet of paper in a window pane on the front door read "BAC Consulting." But when a reporter for The Post knocked on the door -- on Wednesday afternoon during working hours -- no one answered. The place appeared empty.
The building is in an area known for its sports club and its swimmers and water polo team.
The second address in the company filings was a block of apartment buildings, about 40 minutes away on public transportation. A neighbor on the listed floor, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the situation, said that she knew the family that lived there "very well" but that the apartment, which had a security door with three locks, was usually empty. She hadn't seen Barsony-Arcidiacono in three or four years, she said.
The neighbor said Barsony-Arcidiacono had been educated in physics and at one point was trying to get a job in Italy, where her mother was based.
Questions about where the digital pagers originated, and whether they had been tampered with at some point in the supply chain, began to swirl immediately after Tuesday's explosions. Those questions multiplied after a second wave of explosions on Wednesday that included hand-held radios, according to Lebanese health officials and the state news agency.
Taiwan's Economy Ministry said in a statement earlier Wednesday that it had contacted Gold Apollo about the pagers, which "questioned whether the product was indeed theirs after reviewing the media reports and images, and they judged that the pager may have been tampered with after being exported."
Founded in 1995, Gold Apollo is one of the primary producers of pagers in the world. New Taipei City's Economic Development Department said the company has no record of violations of laws or regulations.
Gold Apollo exported 260,000 pagers from 2022 through last month, including almost 41,000 sets this year alone, according to data from the ministry. Most were exported to Europe and the United States, and there were no records of direct exports to Lebanon, the ministry said. This did not, however, rule out shipments through a third-party company.
The incident has alarmed many on the island about the implications of being involved in a global conflict with the backdrop of having to deal with its own problem of growing threats from China.
While Taiwan has been a vocal supporter of Ukraine during Russia's invasion, the government has remained relatively silent on the war in Gaza. Hsiao Hsu-tsen, director of the foundation of former president Ma Ying-jeou, called on the Taiwanese government to release the details of its investigation to prevent potential "retaliation" from Hezbollah. Ma belongs to the Taiwanese opposition Kuomintang and has been a vocal critic of President Lai Ching-te's administration.
Security experts pointed out the difficulties in strengthening the security level of the pagers.
"Preventing such attacks is very difficult," said Yang Ming-hour, a computer engineering professor at Chung Yuan Christian University in Taiwan. He noted that pagers have very limited functions and few users, making it impractical to implement complex security monitoring on these simple and cheap devices.
"If more security measures were required, it would heavily burden manufacturers as meeting security standards would raise device costs," Yang said.
"Pagers are not high-tech equipment, nor are they subject to export controls. Therefore, the regulatory intensity for them is naturally lower," said Tzeng Yisuo, an associate research fellow at the Institute for National Defense and Security Research, a state-funded think tank in Taipei.
Galavits reported from Budapest and Adam from London. Annabelle Timsit in London and Cate Brown and Adam Taylor in Washington contributed to this report.
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Lebanon reels as more devices explode, casualties rise
The source of Wednesday's explosions was not immediately clear, but the blasts came a day after thousands of pagers used by Hezbollah blew up across Lebanon.
By Mohamad  El Chamaa, Susannah George, Kareem Fahim, Annabelle Timsit, Suzan Haidamous | 2024-09-18

Ambulances at the entrance to the American University of Beirut Medical Center on Tuesday, after pagers detonated across Lebanon. (Anwar Amro/AFP/Getty Images)


BEIRUT -- New explosions linked to electronic devices killed at least 20 people and injured more than 450 across Lebanon on Wednesday, a day after 12 people were killed and thousands wounded by exploding pagers used by members of the militant group Hezbollah in a suspected Israeli attack.
The source of Wednesday's explosions was not immediately clear. The state news agency said some of the explosions occurred in a brand of two-way radio. At least one of the explosions occurred at a funeral in Beirut's southern suburbs, held by Hezbollah for people who were killed in Tuesday's blasts.
Crowds had begun gathering for the funerals when a blast sent people running.
"Anyone who has a device, take out the battery now!" Hezbollah security members yelled to mourners. "Turn off your phones, switch it to airplane mode," young men in black T-shirts and khakis shouted.
Bystanders at the funeral said a handheld radio exploded in someone's hand at the edge of the crowd. Ambulances pushed through streets filled with men and women in black who were waving flags.
The explosions, on consecutive days and across the country, were the latest cruel trial for Lebanon, reeling from years of economic collapse, political malaise and 11 months of conflict between Hezbollah and Israel. The first wave, on Tuesday, overwhelmed hospitals with a flood of maimed patients, in what was seen as a broad and terrifying assault on the country and not just a narrow attack on Hezbollah's cadres.
The group, which is also a political party, runs social and charitable institutions, hospitals, museums and construction companies, forming one of Lebanon's many vast patronage networks. Those carrying the pagers that exploded included fighters but also doctors and other civilian workers, the blasts harming some of the people -- such as family members or bystanders in shops -- they interacted with.
The shock of Tuesday's detonations, in the middle of the afternoon, shortly after schools had been let out, recalled for many the aftermath of a deadly port explosion in 2020 that killed more than 200 people and injured thousands.
Rescue workers who toiled all day Tuesday ferrying the injured were forced back to work Wednesday, after the new explosions. "We're focused on the injured and putting out fires," Walid Hashhash, a paramedic with Lebanon's civil defense, said Wednesday evening. He was thrown into service a day earlier when a pager injured someone outside a hospital where he was visiting a colleague.
As they tended to the injured person, "someone on a moped" arrived with another wounded person, "then more people started to show up. We didn't know what was happening," he said.
The civil defense released a dizzying tally of incidents it had responded to Wednesday, saying they stemmed from explosions in "wireless devices and fingerprint analysis devices." Sixty homes and shops were affected in the southern Nabatieh province, and houses, homes, shops and vehicles were damaged or set on fire by explosions in northern Lebanon, the eastern Bekaa province and Beirut's southern suburbs.
In a statement Wednesday before the second round of explosions, Hezbollah said it would continue its military operations against Israel to "support Gaza." Hezbollah's attacks against Israel, which started in October in support of its ally Hamas in Gaza, were "separate from the difficult reckoning that the criminal enemy must await for its massacre on Tuesday," the statement said.
"This is another reckoning that will come," it added. The group did not immediately comment on Wednesday's blasts.
At least 12 people were killed, and as many as 2,800 were injured Tuesday when the pagers simultaneously detonated around 3:30 p.m., Lebanese Health Minister Firas Abiad said in a news conference Wednesday.

Video shows the moment of an explosion in a supermarket in the Lebanese capital of Beirut on Sept. 17.


Israel's military, which often does not announce its operations abroad, declined to comment on whether it was responsible. Experts said the attack appeared to be a sophisticated and preplanned operation, relying on the placement of explosives in the devices sometime before Hezbollah distributed them.
A Taiwanese pager manufacturer, Gold Apollo, whose logo was seen on some of the destroyed pagers, said it did not make the devices that exploded in Lebanon. The company said Wednesday in a statement that the pagers in question were "entirely handled" by a company called BAC Consulting KFT. The Hungarian company was authorized to use Gold Apollo's brand trademark in some regions, it said. BAC did not immediately respond to requests for comment.
The attack came as Israel signaled increased attention to its border with Lebanon. Officials said this week that military action against Hezbollah was needed to allow thousands of northern residents to return home, in a sign that Israel was shifting its focus from the war against Hamas in Gaza.
The deluge of patients at medical centers after Tuesday's explosions was a chilling preview of what Lebanon could face during a war. Medical personnel performed 460 surgeries, including on people with injuries to their faces, eyes and fingers, and 300 people remained in critical condition, Abiad said Wednesday. Those killed Tuesday included an 8-year-old girl and an 11-year-old boy. Iran's ambassador to Lebanon was among those injured, the state-run news agency said.
To help, Iraq's government sent doctors and other health workers to Lebanon, along with more than 15 tons of supplies and medical aid, Abiad said.
George Nakad, a surgeon at Al Najda Hospital in Nabatieh, in southern Lebanon, said he was on duty till 1 a.m. Wednesday. "They normally don't bring that many injured to our hospital, not in this war," he said. Two of the injured people who were brought to the hospital had been blinded, he said.
Salah Zeineddine, chief medical officer at the American University of Beirut Medical Center, said in an interview Wednesday that the hospital was flooded with around 200 patients within a few hours of the initial pager blasts. The medical center's 12 operating rooms "have been working on a nonstop basis ever since," he said.
The patients -- mostly young or middle-aged men, as well as some women and children -- came with "close impact blast injuries," mostly to the eyes, nose, cheekbones, as well as to the hands and lower abdomen. A system devised this year, in which patients with limited injuries are quickly stabilized and moved out of the emergency room, helped the hospital to cope. So did previous experience with mass casualties after the Beirut port blast, Zeineddine said.
Schools and universities were closed Wednesday as unions called strikes in sympathy with the victims. "We reiterate our calls for the highest levels of national solidarity in these difficult circumstances," Ibrahim Mneimneh, an independent member of Lebanon's parliament, wrote on X.
As night fell Wednesday, the Lebanese army detonated wireless devices found near the American University of Beirut Medical Center, the state news agency reported.

A closed gate to a school in the coastal city of Sidon, Lebanon, on Wednesday. (Aziz Taher/Reuters)


Lama Fakih, the Middle East and North Africa director of Human Rights Watch, said in a statement Wednesday that international humanitarian law "prohibits the use of booby traps -- objects that civilians are likely to be attracted to or are associated with normal civilian daily use -- precisely to avoid putting civilians at grave risk and produce the devastating scenes that continue to unfold across Lebanon today."
The use of an explosive device "whose exact location could not be reliably known would be unlawfully indiscriminate, using a means of attack that could not be directed at a specific military target and as a result would strike military targets and civilians without distinction," Fakih said, calling for a "prompt and impartial investigation into the attacks."
Foreign governments warned that the attack could be a prelude to escalation in Israel's hair-trigger confrontation with Hezbollah.
The British government's Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) said in a statement that the deaths of civilians in the explosions were "deeply distressing" and urged "calm heads and de-escalation."
The FCDO also updated its travel advisory for Lebanon -- it "advises against all travel" there -- with a section on the incident. It said hospitals in Lebanon "may be very busy as a result" of the explosions and warned British nationals in the country to "expect an increased presence of Lebanese Armed Forces in affected areas."
U.S. officials declined Tuesday to publicly offer further information about the explosions.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, speaking Wednesday at a news conference in Cairo, said "the United States did not know about, nor was it involved in these incidents. We're still gathering the information and gathering the facts."
Blinken said it was important for all parties involved to avoid "any steps that could further escalate the conflict that we're trying to resolve in Gaza, to see it spread to other fronts."
Fahim reported from Istanbul and Timsit from London. Suzan Haidamous in Beirut, Claire Parker in Cairo and Bryan Pietsch in Washington contributed to this report.
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Ukrainian drones hit missile warehouse deep in Russia in massive blast
The apparently successful drone attack comes as Ukraine is pushing its Western allies to lift restrictions on the missiles they have supplied for more such attacks on Russia.
By David   Stern, Natalia Abbakumova, Robyn Dixon | 2024-09-18

A large explosion rocked Toropets in Russia's Tver region on Sept. 18, after Kyiv officials said Ukrainian drones attacked the town 300 miles inside Russia.


KYIV -- Ukrainian drones attacked overnight a weapons depot filled with missiles some 300 miles inside Russia, releasing a massive fireball into the nighttime sky -- the latest strike on Russian military targets by Ukrainian forces using their own weapons.
An official from Ukraine's security service, the SBU, said Wednesday that military intelligence and special forces carried out the attack, which "literally wiped off the face of the Earth" the ammunition warehouse. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitivity of the subject.
The base housed Iskander tactical missiles, Tochka-U missile systems, antiaircraft missiles, artillery ammunition and glide bombs, the official said -- among the weapons that have pummeled Ukrainian cities and energy infrastructure for much of the year.
North Korean KN-23 ballistic missiles were also located at the storage facility, said a Ukrainian Defense Ministry official, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity. He added that the attack involved "more than 100 drones."

Video captured smoke rising from Toropets in the Tver region on Sept. 18, after Ukrainian drones attacked the town some 300 miles inside Russia.


Verified videos on social media showed extensive fires and explosions at the ammunition storage facility in Toropets in Russia's Tver region, some 250 miles west of Moscow. Satellite images showed extensive fires over what appeared to be a complex of bunkers in the town. NASA's Fire Information for Resource Management System also showed the whole complex affected by fire on Wednesday morning.
The drone attack took place as Ukrainian officials are lobbying their allies hard to allow them to use Western-supplied missiles to strike deep within Russia, to destroy precisely these kinds of weapons systems doing so much damage in Ukraine.
Western officials are resisting giving permission for such attacks, saying that this could lead to an escalation in the war, or be less effective than the Ukrainians hope. Kyiv officials, in response, point to attacks like the one carried out in Toropets as evidence that they are effective and pose no extra risk of a Russian response.
Last, week Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky repeated pleas to allow long-range strikes into Russia to U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and British Foreign Secretary David Lammy, who visited Kyiv. Blinken offered no concrete assurances, however, and said he would take the case back to Washington for further discussion.
The permission has taken on a particular urgency, as Ukrainian forces find themselves under increasing pressure in the country's east and Russia's Kursk region, where they currently occupy territory after a surprise incursion last month.
Moscow's missiles and drones are hammering Ukraine, with air raid alerts and strikes on the country's infrastructure a nightly occurrence. Kyiv officials warn that power outages this winter will be a given -- the only question being whether they will last a few hours or for most of the day.

A satellite image from Sept. 7 shows an overview of an ammunition depot in Toropets in Russia's Tver region. (Maxar Technologies/AFP/Getty Images)



A satellite image taken on Wednesday shows smoke billowing over the ammunition depot in Toropets after it was struck by Ukrainian drones. (Maxar Technologies/AFP/Getty Images)


Ukrainian officials also said that stocks of one of Russia's signature weapons, the glide bombs, were destroyed in the attack. Russian forces have outfitted Soviet-era bombs with wings and guidance systems, allowing them to fly for dozens of miles and hit Ukrainian front lines and urban areas with devastating effect.
On Sunday, a 550-pound glide bomb hit an apartment building in the eastern city of Kharkiv, killing one person and injuring 41, while causing a fire in the upper stories.
The Toropets attack, however, showcases Ukraine's own military innovations, as it has developed a fleet of drones that can strike deep into Russia. Last week, Kyiv forces launched a major drone attack on Moscow and eight other regions, though the results pale in comparison with the fireball in Toropets.
Russian authorities played down the attack and the Tver regional government Telegram channel said that "a fire started as a result of drone debris falling while air defense forces were repelling an attack," but it made no mention of the ammunition storage facility.
Igor Rudenya, governor of the Tver region, announced a partial evacuation of the Toropets population of around 11,000, while "air defense forces continue to repel a massive attack by drones in the sky above the city," the Telegram channel said. Later, Rudenya said that access to Toropets was open and residents could return.
The Tass news agency also reported that 13 of those injured in the attack were hospitalized.
Russian military blogger Mikhail Zvinchuk, who writes under the handle Rybar, rejected the official story that the explosions in Toropets were caused by falling debris from drones.
"This is obviously not the case," Zvinchuk wrote on his popular Telegram channel with 1.3 million followers, adding that Ukraine launched drone attacks across Russia, with air defenses operating in the Bryansk, Kursk, Oryol and Smolensk regions.
"If everything that happened was caused by 'falling debris,' an investigation has more work to do," Zvinchuk wrote.
The weapons complex was built in 2018, according to a report from Tass. "The arsenal makes it possible to shelter missile and ammunition stockpiles from external impact and ensure their safety and explosion and fire safety. The full load of each storage facility of the arsenal is up to 240 tons," it reported, citing Gen. Dmitry Bulgakov, then deputy defense minister.
For their part, Russian forces attacked Ukraine overnight with 52 drones and three guided missiles, all of which were shot down by Ukrainian air defenses and aviation or redirected by radio warfare systems, Ukraine's air force said on Telegram.
Russian drones also attacked electrical facilities overnight in the city of Sumy, in northeastern Ukraine. Power generation was "under pressure," but there were no injuries, the Sumy regional administration said on Telegram.
In the early morning Wednesday, Russian drones also pummeled Kropyvnytskyi in central Ukraine, killing one person, injuring another and damaging 19 houses, Ukraine's emergency services said.
Abbakumova and Dixon reported from Riga, Latvia. Kostiantyn Khudov in Kyiv contributed to this report.
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Work Advice: How to tell a retirement-age colleague she's making mistakes
Co-workers stress over having to monitor and "snitch" on an older worker's increasingly frequent, high-stakes mistakes.
By Karla Miller | 2024-09-19

(iStock)


Reader: I work in a financial office where we all get along well. One of my co-workers, "Cindy," is a sweet woman who has worked long past retirement age. It seems obvious she is in some mental decline after years of being really good at her job. Cindy makes frequent mistakes -- basic stuff like mixing up billing for clients, putting the wrong dates or names on letters, not writing down appointments, and so on -- and everyone in the office knows. Accuracy is crucial in our work, and our clients entrust us with confidential information.
Our boss has been told many times about Cindy's mistakes and has seen the evidence for himself. But he won't do anything about it. He has spoken to Cindy a few times and asked some of us to monitor her work, requiring one of my co-workers to keep a spreadsheet of her errors and send it to him regularly. I suspect he's worried about age discrimination, and he says he has talked to HR, but he seems to be waiting for her to just throw in the towel.
This has been going on for almost a year. We all feel like sneaks because we know the situation is bad (and may expose us to liability) and we're supposed to snitch on Cindy. She loves her job and is the nicest lady, but really needs to retire. If it were me, I would want someone to say something, but maybe that's not her. Should we say something to her? If so, what?
Karla: Your first duty here is to the clients who place their trust in you. It's not clear how extensively your boss asked colleagues to "monitor" Cindy, but just in case: Every piece of client information that passes through her hands needs a follow-up review. Yes, that's as tedious and wasteful and redundant as this sentence. It's also necessary to keep a known weakness from harming your company and your clients.
I also don't know your boss's end game. Worst case, he's collecting evidence to build an irrefutable case for dismissing Cindy for cause. It's the legally safe option -- regardless of age or disability, an employer isn't required to keep an employee who can't perform the essential functions of the job -- but it's also cowardly. With a few extreme exceptions, a firing should never come out of the blue. Or, in a more charitable light, he may simply be too much of a "nice guy" to play the heavy, so he's waiting until her errors force his hand. Either way, every moment he delays addressing this issue increases the risk to your company and the strain on you.
Ideally, your boss would acknowledge the problems and offer Cindy an opportunity to resolve them while retaining her dignity and sense of being valued. "You seem to be making more of these mistakes recently. This is a change from your usual performance, and it's not something we can afford to ignore. Is everything okay? Is there something that would help prevent these mistakes and lapses?"
If nothing improves, it's time to consider consequences and intervention.
You may be correct that Cindy is experiencing age-related cognitive decline -- or she may be experiencing a physical problem like fatigue or a treatable illness, or stress or distraction due to a personal issue, or changes at work that she's having trouble adapting to. Rather than making assumptions about the cause, your boss and HR should focus on the performance issues and work with her on finding accommodations, such as different duties, shorter hours or even extended leave to address any underlying conditions.
That's also why you and your colleagues should not take it on yourselves to have an in-depth discussion with Cindy based on potentially discriminatory assumptions about her age and whether she's due for retirement. You may think you would welcome that kind of blunt honesty, but you might feel otherwise if you were the one facing insinuations of career-killing mental deterioration in a country with a threadbare social safety net.
But that doesn't mean you can't casually, kindly say something like: "Oops, Cindy, I noticed this letter is addressed to the wrong client. Can you please fix that?" If her mistakes are casually, kindly pointed out as they happen, that's as far as you need to go to alert her that there's a problem. You can also request her assistance on lower-stakes but still necessary tasks; just don't be surprised if she recognizes she's being diverted to a secondary track.
Or you can stand by and let the cycle of slip-ups and snitching continue until it exceeds your boss's passivity threshold. Direct complaints to HR could increase pressure on him as well.
Again, your company is under no formal obligation to retain someone who can't perform essential job duties correctly without jeopardizing the company's reputation and colleagues' morale. But surely there's a middle ground between doing that and booting dedicated workers the moment they falter. In a society with a rapidly graying workforce needing a livelihood well past the traditional retirement age, we should be thinking about how to grant aging workers the kind of dignified off-ramp into retirement they -- we -- all deserve.
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Here's how rich each candidate is compared with the average American
From real estate to book royalties, here are the wealth breakdowns of Trump, Harris, Walz and Vance.
By Rachel Lerman, Julie Weil, Emma Kumer, Clara Ence Morse | 2024-09-19
One is among the richest men ever to hold the U.S. presidency. Another would be among the least wealthy vice presidents in recent memory.
The contrast between former president Donald Trump, the Republican presidential nominee, and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, the Democratic vice-presidential candidate, is unusual. For much of our nation's history, the major candidates for the White House have often been far wealthier than the average American.
Walz is "very ordinary economically," said Julian Zelizer, a political history professor at Princeton University who studies American presidents. "That's different from what we've seen for a while."
Walz, who holds no investments outside retirement savings, is worth about $1 million -- a lower net worth than about 6 out of 10 adults in his demographic of college-educated married people ages 50 to 64. By contrast, fellow vice-presidential candidate Sen. JD Vance, a Republican from Ohio who grew up in poverty, is now a multimillionaire. So is the Democratic presidential nominee, Vice President Kamala Harris: She earned a steady income as a public servant and married a wealthy lawyer. And Trump is a real estate tycoon whose net worth runs into the billions.
Megan Gorman, managing partner at Chequers Financial Management and author of an upcoming book about presidential wealth, described money as "a way we can gauge a person's values and priorities. Depending on who you are and how you grew up, you may value different things like risk, debt, pensions or security."
To assemble financial profiles of the four candidates, The Washington Post examined their financial disclosures through the years, both while campaigning and while serving in elected roles. In addition, The Post looked at tax returns where available: Harris and Walz have voluntarily released their tax returns, while Trump and Vance have not. (Some of Trump's returns have, however, been published by Congress and the news media.)
Here's what we know about the candidates' finances.
Harris, who attended Howard University and UC Law San Francisco (then called UC Hastings), served as attorney general of California and district attorney of San Francisco before being elected to the U.S. Senate in 2016. She made a steady income in her decades as a public servant, where salaries are often set by law. In 2014, she married Douglas Emhoff, a lawyer in Los Angeles who regularly reported more than $1 million in annual income before leaving his job when Harris was elected vice president in 2020. With Emhoff's new job teaching at Georgetown Law, the pair of successful lawyers still make well above the median salary in the United States, which was nearly $60,000 in the second quarter of this year.
? Salary: As vice president, Harris will make $284,600 in 2024, an amount set by executive order. She and Emhoff reported a combined salary income of nearly $400,000 on their 2023 tax return.
? Investment income: Harris and Emhoff reported just over $50,000 in taxable interest from Wells Fargo bank accounts on their 2023 tax return. The pair also hold more than $2 million in different investment and retirement funds, including in several ETFs, or funds that invest in multiple stocks.
? Real estate: Harris has a mortgage of between $1 million and $5 million, according to her most recent financial disclosure form filed in May and covering 2023. Forbes reports that she and Emhoff own a multimillion-dollar house in Los Angeles.
? Royalties: Harris made more than $450,000 in royalties during her first year as vice president for her 2019 memoir, "The Truths We Hold," and a children's book, "Superheroes Are Everywhere."
? Taxes: Harris has regularly published her tax returns. The filings show that before she took office as vice president, she and Emhoff used to pay very high tax bills -- more than $1 million in 2019, and more than half a million dollars in 2020 and 2021. With the loss of Emhoff's law firm earnings, their tax bills shrank to under $100,000 per year. The filings also reveal their charitable contributions, which total more than $20,000 each year of her vice presidency and include causes ranging from California universities to Jewish organizations to D.C. Central Kitchen.
?[?] Other disclosures: Harris noted in her most recent disclosure that she received $1,655.92 in concert tickets as a gift from the music artist Beyonce in 2023. (The vice president posted on Instagram thanking the singer last August.)
For decades, Trump made a name for himself as a real estate developer and TV personality. The former president graduated from University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School in 1968 and joined his father's real estate business. Since his presidency, Trump has earned money through book deals, speaking engagements and the company that owns his social media network, Truth Social. His net worth is reportedly about $3.9 billion -- more than 99.9 percent of American households.
? Investment and business income: Trump is entitled to a federal pension as a former president, but much of his income comes from his businesses. Using broad ranges, Trump reported at least $635 million in income from real estate, hotels, resorts and golf properties during 2023, according to an analysis by The Post. Much of his net worth is now due to his stake in Truth Social's parent company, Trump Media & Technology Group. The company went public in March and reported a $16.4 million quarterly loss last month.
? Real estate: The Trump Organization's portfolio lists properties around the world, including at least four commercial properties in New York and California along with at least nine hotels in North America, Europe and Asia. In financial disclosure forms filed this year, Trump reported some details of his income from properties, including $161 million from the golf course at his Doral resort in Florida. In forms filed in 2023, he reported income of $284 million from the 2022 sale of the Trump International Hotel in Washington.
?Royalties: The former president reported on his latest disclosure that he earned about $300,000 in royalties from "The Greenwood Bible," a version of the Bible he encouraged supporters to buy that includes lyrics from Lee Greenwood's song "God Bless the U.S.A.," and about $4.4 million from his 2023 book, "Letters to Trump," which features letters Americans wrote to him.
? Taxes: Trump resisted releasing his tax returns until a Democratic-led House panel published six years of the documents in 2022. The filings showed that he paid little in taxes for many years by reporting major business losses. In other years, he paid as much as $999,466.
?[?] Liabilities: Trump's latest report lists more than $50 million in liabilities owed to both writer E. Jean Carroll and the New York attorney general. The actual payments might end up costing more than $500 million: A federal court jury ordered Trump in January to pay Carroll over $83 million after she won a civil defamation case against him. And in February, a judge ordered the former president to pay New York at least $454 million for civil business fraud. Trump is appealing the decision.
Vance made a splash with his 2016 memoir about his Appalachian roots and his journey through the military to Ohio State University and Yale Law School. After the success of his book, he had a brief but lucrative career as a venture capitalist before he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2022. With between $4 million and $12 million in assets, Vance at 40 is far wealthier than most people his age.
? Salary: As a senator, Vance will earn $174,000 in 2024. His wife, Usha Vance, worked at the large law firm Munger, Tolles & Olson until July, when she left her job after her husband was tapped as Trump's vice-presidential nominee. Though Vance did not disclose his wife's exact salary, the law firm has said in a job posting that it pays most lawyers a salary between $215,000 and $415,000 per year based on experience.
? Investment income: Vance still owns assets from the venture capital funds that he ran before becoming a senator. In his 2023 Senate financial disclosure form, he valued those holdings at more than $600,000. He also said he had hundreds of thousands of dollars in savings accounts, millions of dollars in mutual funds, and between $100,000 and $250,000 in cryptocurrency. The total value of the couple's reported assets is between $4.1 million and $11.8 million dollars, according to a Post analysis. In 2023, their income on investments was somewhere between $201,801 and $1.2 million.
? Real estate: The Vances bought a $1.6 million house in Northern Virginia in 2023. They also own a D.C. townhouse that they rent to tenants and that is described as being worth between $500,000 and $1 million. In 2022, they reported collecting between $15,000 and $50,000 in rent.
? Royalties: As the author of a best-selling book that was adapted into a Hollywood movie, Vance reported earning $54,734 in royalties on his 2023 Senate financial disclosure. He noted on a campaign finance form filed this summer that HarperCollins paid him an unknown advance in 2017 for a second book that has not been published yet.
? Taxes: Vance has not released his tax returns.
After joining the Army National Guard and earning undergraduate and master's degrees from Chadron State College in Nebraska and Minnesota State University, Mankato, Walz spent his career in education and government. He and his wife, Gwen Walz, also a lifelong educator, have sizable public pensions and retirement accounts but little in the way of other savings or investments. Like about 35 percent of Americans, the Walzes do not currently own a house.
? Salary: As governor of Minnesota, Walz reported on his 2023 tax return that he earned $112,493. His wife reported earning $51,231 as an educator.
? Investments and pensions: The Walzes' tax forms and financial disclosures indicate that they have no taxable investment accounts, such as stocks or mutual funds. They have multiple retirement accounts from their jobs in government and education. According to their most recent tax return, they withdrew $135,000 from their retirement savings in 2023. The Walzes used the withdrawal to pay college expenses for their daughter, Hope, according to the Wall Street Journal.
? Real estate: The family sold their Mankato, Minn., house for $304,000 in 2019 when they moved into the Minnesota governor's mansion. Before the move, they had taken out a second mortgage on the house and rented out a room.
? Taxes: Walz has made his tax returns public for many years. In 2023, he paid $54,199 in taxes, more than twice as much as he has owed in other recent years because of the large one-time withdrawal from retirement savings. Walz does not have mortgage interest or property taxes to deduct, so he regularly takes the standard deduction on his tax returns.
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Mortgage rates are coming down -- and home buyers are ready to pounce
Homebuyers are rushing to take advantage of lower mortgage rates following the Federal Reserve's recent interest rate cut.
By Abha Bhattarai, Rachel Siegel | 2024-09-19

A house is sold in 2021 in Mt. Lebanon, Pa. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


For Americans mulling a home purchase, this week's interest rate cut meant just one thing: It's time to get back in the game.
The Federal Reserve lowered interest rates by half a percentage point on Wednesday, the first rollback in four years. Average mortgage rates, which peaked at 7.8 percent last fall, have since dropped to 6.2 percent.
And near Boston, real estate broker Dana Bull's phone is buzzing nonstop. Sidelined home buyers are dusting off mortgage pre-approvals and lining up homes to tour. Others, who bought in the past year, are asking when they should refinance.
"It's the moment we've all been waiting for: People are reinvigorated," Bull said. "They've had this number in their head -- 'If rates are in the 5's, even though that's higher than we're used to, it's something we can work with.' Part of it is affordability, and part of it is psychology."
Mortgage rates, though not directly controlled by the Fed, are heavily influenced by the central bank's every move. The housing market is one of the most interest-rate-sensitive parts of the economy and is among the first to react to fluctuations in the federal funds rate, set by the Fed.
This time around, mortgage rates for a 30-year fixed loan have fallen a full percentage point since May, in anticipation of the Fed's cuts. That means someone with a $2,000 monthly mortgage budget can now afford a house that costs about $50,000 more, according to Lawrence Yun, chief economist at the National Association of Realtors.
In San Diego, Jonathan Alvarado and his wife started their home search a couple of weeks ago -- and, after securing a 4.99 percent mortgage rate, quickly made an offer. They're planning to close on their first home, a newly built two-bedroom for $592,000, in early November.
"Initially the timing did not seem right to us at all -- the rates were crazy, prices were crazy, we were out of our comfort zone," said Alvarado, 24, who is studying finance after nearly four years in the military. "But when we saw that 4.99 interest rate, it was like, 'Okay, this is it.'"
Momentum has been steadily building in anticipation of this week's rate cut. Fresh data Wednesday showed that both housing construction, and mortgage and refinancing activity have picked up in anticipation of the Fed's interest rate cuts. New mortgage applications jumped 14.2 percent last week, while refinance applications spiked 24 percent, according to new data from the Mortgage Bankers Association.
"It feels like all of a sudden someone turned the faucet back on," said Samantha Tunador, a mortgage loan officer in Ashburn, Va., who's seeing rising demand for both mortgages and refinances. "All this talk of lower interest rates is definitely piquing peoples' interest. We're busy, we're very busy."
Although the tide may be turning, economists say it's still unclear exactly how things will shake out in the coming year. On Wednesday, Fed leaders estimated they would continue cutting rates by an another 1.5 percentage points or so by the end of 2025, though those forecasts are routinely revised.
"As rates come down, people will start to move more, and that's probably beginning to happen already," Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said in a news conference following Wednesday's rate cut.
But, he stressed, it's tough to "game out" the housing market because there is a long-standing shortage of available homes.
Economists say an onslaught of new demand, especially from homeowners who have been reluctant to give up their cheap mortgages, could drive prices higher in many parts of the country.
"We may be at an inflection point: Lower mortgage rates are going to draw more people into the market, resulting in bidding wars and price increases," said Daryl Fairweather, chief economist at Redfin. "Prices will grow faster, and they'll grow faster than they would've if mortgages rates hadn't come down."
That's making it confusing for many potential buyers to figure out exactly when to jump back into the housing market. Buy sooner, when rates are higher but prices are lower? Or wait until the opposite might be true?
Mac Rice, who lives with his parents near Boston, began his house hunt this spring in hopes of "getting ahead of the curve, before there's a flood of other buyers." But the reality of a largely stagnant housing market means there are few options, especially in his price range of about $400,000. He's still looking and feeling increasingly anxious about the whole thing.
"I was feeling a lot of pressure to get something quickly before everyone else had the same idea," said Rice, 25, who has an office job at a construction company. "But it's been hard to get a read on things. I have so many doubts and questions and insecurities, and don't have enough saved up to compete in bidding wars or with all-cash offers."
The housing market has been one of the most vexing parts of the post-pandemic U.S. economy. In 2020, the Fed slashed its benchmark interest rate to near zero in a desperate attempt to rescue the economy -- a move that collided with households' sudden urge to work remotely and seek out more space. The rush of demand sent home prices soaring by 40 percent in two years. Bidding wars and all-cash offers abounded as people clamored for any available home. That picture changed in 2022, when the Fed began hoisting interest rates to tamp down on inflation, slowing the housing market and lifting the 30-year fixed rate to a 23-year high.
Now comes the Fed's rate cut. Realtors around the country say first-time home buyers who had given up on their searches are starting to dip their toes back in, as a way to escape rising rents. Soon, they expect more existing homeowners -- who had been clinging to their low mortgage rates instead of putting their homes up for sale -- will follow suit, especially once average rates dip to 5.9 percent or lower. Right now, 1 in 5 mortgage holders have an interest rate below 3 percent, while 3 in 5 have a rate below 4 percent, according to Redfin.
Shawn E. and his family of four outgrew their three-bedroom home in Central New Jersey years ago. But after being outbid multiple times, they put their search on hold until this summer, when mortgage rates started easing. In August, they went under contract for a new house, with a 6.125 percent rate they can adjust once before they close this fall. They plan to put their current home up for sale by the end of the year.
"We've been waiting and waiting and waiting," said Shawn E., 36, a tech worker, who spoke on the condition that he be identified by first name and last initial out of concern the sale might fall through. "It's finally working out, but I've definitely lost some hair over this."
While things are picking up, it remains to be seen how sudden or drastic the shift might be. Survey data from the New York Fed released in May suggested lower rates would spur some people to move. But people were already moving less before the pandemic, and many respondents said they didn't have plans to relocate in the next few years.
"What people are struggling with right now is how to time things," said Bull, the real estate agent near Boston. "It feels like Russian roulette -- are rates going lower? Will prices go higher?"
Bull said she's starting to see houses rack up multiple offers again. Last week one of her clients was up against seven other bidders -- something that would've been unlikely even a few weeks ago.
"It goes in lockstep," she said. "Rates come down, people want to move."
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House votes to reject GOP bill to avert government shutdown
The House rejected a GOP effort to avert a government shutdown. Lawmakers have until Sept. 30 to extend government funding.
By Jacob Bogage, Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-09-19

House Speaker Mike Johnson speaks to reporters Wednesday. (Valerie Plesch/For The Washington Post)


The House on Wednesday rejected Speaker Mike Johnson's plan to fund the government for six months, cranking up tensions around a fast-approaching government shutdown deadline not only throughout Congress but also within Republicans' brittle House majority.
Fourteen Republicans joined with Democrats to block Johnson's bill, which combined a six-month extension of federal funds at current spending levels with a measure the House already passed requiring proof of citizenship to register to vote in national elections. The Democratic-controlled Senate and the White House oppose the House bill, because of the length of the extension and because of the registration provisions.
Funding for the federal government expires Sept. 30, and without an extension, most federal government operations would shut down Oct. 1 as millions of Americans begin early voting in November's election.
Wednesday's result -- a 220-202 vote with two voting present -- was hardly in doubt. GOP lawmakers from across the ideological spectrum had said publicly for more than a week that they opposed the legislation. But Johnson (R-La.) has insisted there is "no Plan B" to prevent a shutdown if the bill fails.
"We'll see what happens with the bill," Johnson told reporters Wednesday morning. "We're on the field in the middle of the game. The quarterback is calling the play. We're going to run the play."
Republican leaders knew they had probably set up the vote to fail. Two people familiar with Johnson's thinking, speaking on the condition of anonymity to lay out the path forward, said Republicans are expected to blame Democrats and the handful of GOP colleagues who tanked their bill as the reason Johnson must now pivot and begin negotiations with a Democratic-led Senate.
GOP presidential nominee Donald Trump may have thrown off those plans with a Wednesday afternoon social media post. Trump demanded that Republicans include the voting registration bill -- and "every ounce of it" -- in a funding package, or force a government shutdown.
"BE SMART, REPUBLICANS, YOU'VE BEEN PUSHED AROUND LONG ENOUGH BY THE DEMOCRATS. DON'T LET IT HAPPEN AGAIN," Trump wrote.
Democrats are expected to propose a three-month extension of current funding, known as a continuing resolution or CR, which pragmatic Republicans unwilling to shut down the government support.
Defense hawks had voiced worries that a six-month spending bill would hamstring national security spending, preferring a shorter extension that would give Congress more time to agree on new spending levels for the rest of the fiscal year. Deficit-minded Republicans rejected the stopgap spending bill out of hand, since many of them will back only regular full-year appropriations measures.
And House Republicans' personal rivalries surfaced again in a callback to the funding debacle that a year ago ousted Johnson's predecessor, Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.), from the speakership.
"The reality is that everybody knows that we're ultimately going to get there, or feels that we're ultimately going to get there; we just don't know what that final product will look like," said Rep. Chuck Fleischmann (Tenn.), a leading Republican fiscal negotiator.
Republicans and Democrats both broadly agree that a shutdown before the election would be practically and politically unpleasant. Democrats in both chambers and many Senate Republicans instead want a three-month extension that lets lawmakers work out final spending plans for the entire federal government in a lame-duck session after the election.
"The one thing you cannot have is a government shutdown. It would be politically beyond stupid for us to do that right before the election because certainly we'd get the blame," Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) told reporters Tuesday. "One of my favorite sayings is, 'There's no education in the second kick of a mule.' We've been here before. I'm for whatever avoids a government shutdown."
Johnson attempted to force a vote on the legislation last week but pulled it from the House floor after it was clear that the bill would fail. The episode demonstrated that the factions of his slim and belligerent GOP majority were still warring with each other.
Far-right members generally oppose CRs but are even more wary of year-end omnibus spending bills -- or annual spending bills that roll all 12 appropriations into a single massive piece of legislation. A six-month funding extension would have eliminated the chances of an omnibus during Congress's lame-duck session, and the voting restrictions would have marked a victory on an issue that Trump has falsely suggested could weigh on November's elections.
Noncitizen voting is already illegal in federal elections, and cases of voter fraud committed by noncitizens are practically nonexistent.
But some senior Republicans oppose the six-month bill in favor of a more conventional three-month proposal that would allow appropriators time to complete government funding legislation before a new president takes office -- even if it comes in the form of an omnibus.
"I credit the speaker for trying as hard as possible for trying to get as much leverage as possible," Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R-Fla.), a top appropriator, said. "Now, I would argue that there are potentially better ways to get leverage or ways to get more leverage. But the speaker is elected to make that call, and he did and I'm sticking with it, gladly."
House and Senate Democrats, and a majority of Senate Republicans, prefer this approach, which adheres to a previous two-year spending agreement McCarthy struck with Biden and congressional Democrats in 2023.
"We're going to insist on those top-line numbers being met as part of the agreement that you've already made with us, and we're not letting these very, very extreme measures be added in, these riders. We're not agreeing to that, and we're not agreeing to anything less or more than we agreed to originally," Rep. Joseph Morelle (D-N.Y.) said. "You know what? When you're good and ready, we'll do it, but we're not doing anything more than that."
A smaller group of GOP House members, including some that led the charge to oust McCarthy in 2023, say they would never vote for a CR that did not cut spending. Typically, CRs just keep funding going at existing levels, without significant cuts or increases.
Stuck among those camps, Johnson on Tuesday announced plans to put the measure to a vote, hoping a last-minute push would sway "no" votes. He tasked Majority Whip Tom Emmer (R-Minn.) to rally additional support for the bill, but those efforts were largely unsuccessful.
Many Republicans hope a failed vote will give Johnson leeway to advance a "clean" three-month funding bill that can pass with votes from Democrats.
A similar tack from McCarthy led GOP hard-liners to boot him from the speakership, and Johnson's future atop the Republican conference is an open question as conservatives battle to keep their majority.
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Tupperware files for bankruptcy as sales slump
The brand, once so popular it became the name of an entire product category, has seen sales fall as consumer behaviors change and competition increases.
By Jaclyn Peiser, Bart Schaneman | 2024-09-18

Tupperware food storage products are displayed on a shelf for sale. The Orlando-based food storage company filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy as sales declined. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


Tupperware, a household brand once so popular it became the name of an entire product category, filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy Tuesday as consumers' evolving shopping behaviors and increased competition led to slumping sales.
"Over the last several years, the Company's financial position has been severely impacted by the challenging macroeconomic environment," Laurie Ann Goldman, president and chief executive of Tupperware, said in a statement. "As a result, we explored numerous strategic options and determined this is the best path forward."
Tupperware, which came close to finding itself in this position last year, will seek court approval to start a sale process for the business to protect its brand and advance its "transformation into a digital-first, technology-led company," the company said.
The Orlando-based food storage company will also seek court approval to continue operating during the bankruptcy process, including continuing to pay employees, as well as compensating vendors and suppliers for goods and services provided on or after the filing date.
"We plan to continue serving our valued customers with the high-quality products they love and trust throughout this process," Goldman added.
A retailer or another homewares group may be interested in purchasing the brand, said Neil Saunders, managing director of analytics firm GlobalData, but only for a low price, given the brand's waning growth prospects.
The company narrowly avoided bankruptcy just over a year ago. In August 2023, four months after Tupperware expressed "substantial doubt" about its viability amid declining sales, the company announced a deal to restructure its debt. Tupperware reduced its interest payments on debt by $150 million, secured a borrowing capacity of up to $21 million, cut its debt by $55 million and got a deadline extension to repay $348 million in interest and fees to the 2027 fiscal year.
Executives were "confident" in the restructuring plan, chief financial officer Mariela Matute said in a news release at the time.
A year later, the plan didn't have legs to sustain the company. In June, Tupperware reported that it was shuttering its only U.S. facility, in Hemingway, S.C., and would start laying off almost 150 employees later this month and through early next year, Retail Dive reported.
Inventor Earl Tupper founded Tupperware in 1946, but the company only took off when he hired saleswoman Brownie Wise in the early 1950s. She recruited women across the country to host their own Tupperware parties, or at the homes of friends, neighbors and family, creating flexible side hustles that gave many of them financial freedom, said Laurie Kahn, who wrote, produced and directed the documentary "Tupperware!"
"This was a period when a woman couldn't get a credit card unless her husband co-signed; it was a period when bankers wouldn't loan to women without a man," Kahn said. "So to have a business of your own and to be earning money that you could use to buy a house, to send your kids to college, to go on vacations you never dreamed you could go on -- it was really life-changing for these women."
But the business model that once enabled the company's rise eventually led to its fall. Once Tupper's patents expired in the 80s, legions of copycats began entering the market, and the company failed to innovate or expand into other houseware categories, Kahn said. Despite adapting to direct-to-consumer sales and stocking shelves in Target in recent years, increased competition and diminishing nostalgia around the brand led to declining sales.
Consumers are also seeking inexpensive alternatives, Saunders said. "Competition has intensified over recent years with the rise of cheaper platforms like Temu, and with retailers like Target innovating more with their own home storage and kitchenware brands," he said.
Still, the brand is sentimental for many generations, Kahn said.
"Everybody has a Tupperware story to tell about their mother or their aunt; somebody went to a party, or gave a party, and they had a piece of Tupperware ... that they remember vividly from their childhood," she said. "It's amazing how it permeates the culture and people's sentimental memories of their childhood."
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Boeing furloughing thousands as negotiations continue with striking machinists 
The furloughs are part of sweeping cost-cutting measures Boeing announced this week as it continues negotiations with striking machinists.    
By Lori Aratani | 2024-09-18

Striking workers picket outside a Boeing facility Sept. 13 in Everett, Wash. (M. Scott Brauer/Bloomberg)


Boeing said it will begin temporarily furloughing thousands of employees as it seeks to manage the financial impact of a strike by its machinists union.
"With production paused across many key programs in the Pacific Northwest, our business faces substantial challenges and it is important that we take difficult steps to preserve cash and ensure that Boeing is able to successfully recover," Boeing CEO Kelly Ortberg wrote in a companywide memo sent Wednesday.
Under the plan, U.S.-based executives, managers and employees will be furloughed one week out of every four on a rolling basis for the duration of the strike. Ortberg's announcement did not specify how many people would be affected, but the company said the number could be in the tens of thousands. Boeing has 170,000 employees. Ortberg said he and his leadership team also will take pay cuts of "commensurate" size until the strike ends.
He said work critical to quality, customer support and key certification programs will continue. Production of the 787 wide-body jet, which is based in South Carolina, also will continue, he said.
Ortberg's announcement came as the two sides began a second day of talks, with the help of federal mediators, aimed at ending the walkout that began early Friday after the 33,000-member International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers district 751 and W24 overwhelmingly rejected Boeing's offer and walked off their jobs. Analysts have said the strike could cost Boeing $1 billion a week.
In a post on X, the union expressed frustration with Tuesday's meeting, saying Boeing representatives were "not prepared" and "unwilling" to address the pay and pension issues they view as essential to ending the strike.
"The company doesn't seem to be taking mediation seriously," the union said.
However, in his note to employees, Ortberg said Boeing is committed to reaching a new agreement "as soon as possible."
This is the first strike by Boeing machinists in 16 years. Though a tentative contract agreement, which was endorsed by union leadership, included a 25 percent pay increase, improved health and retirement benefits, and a promise to keep production of the company's next new jet in Washington state, frustrated machinists said it was not enough to make up for ground lost in previous rounds of negotiations. Union members are seeking a 40 percent pay increase and the return of the pension program they gave up in 2014.
On Monday, Brian West, Boeing's chief financial officer, announced belt-tightening moves including a hiring freeze, an end to nonessential travel, and a reduction of capital and supplier spending.
The cutbacks serve to underscore the precarious financial position the aerospace giant and its new chief executive face as the company attempts to dig out from a series of manufacturing and regulatory missteps. Reaching an agreement on a new contract for machinists will be costly, but an extended strike would be even more damaging to the company, analysts say.
Boeing could burn through an estimated $3.5 billion in cash if the strike continues through September, according to an analysis released Monday by George Ferguson, a senior aerospace analyst with Bloomberg Intelligence. Last week, ratings agencies cautioned that a strike that extends more than two weeks risks putting the aerospace giant's investment-grade credit rating in jeopardy.
An extended shutdown also could have potential ripple effects for the company's extensive network of suppliers. In his memo, West said that Boeing planned to make "significant reductions in supplier expenditures" as part of its effort to reduce costs.
Even so, Brian Bryant, IAM's international president, questioned the timing of Boeing's announcement on spending cutbacks, noting that if Boeing were serious about reducing spending, executives could have taken those steps years ago, by reining in executive compensation or halting stock buybacks.
"It's all smoke and mirrors," Bryant said Wednesday.
IAM members play vital roles in building some of the company's best-selling jets, including the 737 Max and the 777 wide-body.
In 2008, IAM members walked off their jobs for 54 days. Analysts predicted that the current strike could last from two weeks to nearly two months.
A quick deal would eliminate one of the major challenges facing Ortberg, who took over as Boeing's chief executive last month. Ortberg, who was previously the chief executive of Rockwell Collins, has pledged to reset the company's relationship in part by being a more visible presence in the factories where Boeing builds aircraft. Even so, Ortberg has been a target of some employee resentment for his pay package. He stands to make $22 million next year. Ortberg also recently purchased a $4.1 million home in Seattle.
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Fed cuts interest rates by half a point, marking first trim since 2020
A more aggressive interest rate cut would suggest deeper worries that the job market is buckling under the Fed's continued fight against inflation.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-09-18

Federal Reserve Board Chair Jerome H. Powell speaks during a news conference at the Federal Reserve in Washington on Sept. 18. (Ben Curtis/AP)


The Federal Reserve cut interest rates Wednesday by a half-point, turning the page on an era of dangerously high inflation and marking a major shift at the central bank that could bring relief for households and businesses alike.
The rate cut, announced at the end of the Fed's two-day policy meeting, marks the first time officials trimmed borrowing costs since the pandemic's early days. While central bankers were practically guaranteed to cut rates this week, it was unclear how aggressively they were going to move. They ultimately decided that the economy was strong enough to take an extra dose of pressure off, and that such a big swing would help ensure the job market doesn't weaken any more than it already has. The Fed's benchmark rate now sits between 4.75 and 5 percent.
"The U.S. economy is in good shape," Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said at a news conference. "It's growing at a solid pace, inflation is coming down, the labor market is in a strong place. We want to keep it there."
Powell's remarks highlighted how much policymakers have shifted their attention from high inflation to a slowing job market, mindful that they have fallen behind the curve before. In 2021, Fed leaders thought rising inflation would be a temporary blip of the pandemic economy -- only to be proved wrong, which led them to rush to hoist interest rates at the fastest pace in decades. Now, the fear is that people could quickly lose their jobs and the unemployment rate could climb further if the Fed delays much more.
Powell insisted no alarms are sounding yet on the labor market. The unemployment rate has crept above 4 percent but is still historically low. Participation rates are high. There are far fewer vacant jobs than there were after the pandemic torpedoed through the economy.
In essence, Powell made the case that a larger rate cut wasn't necessary because the job market was cratering -- but instead because officials want to make sure it doesn't.
"We do not think we're behind," Powell said. "We think this is timely. But I think you can take this as a sign of our commitment not to get behind."
Constance Hunter, chief economist at the Economist Intelligence Unit, said there was some art to Powell's comments. In her view, a stronger rate cut means the Fed can now look at the risks of both inflation and the job market and say, "'Yes, we believe they are balanced, because we've gotten ourselves back on the curve.'"
"This maintains them being in balance," Hunter added.
Markets initially popped on the news but closed in the red, in part because of fears that the Fed was trying to get out ahead of unwanted slowing.
Officials could have chosen a more measured quarter-point cut if they did not feel compelled to move faster. And while Fed votes often have unanimous support, one policymaker -- governor Michelle Bowman -- voted against Wednesday's decision, preferring a quarter-point cut.
Officials still plan to cut more. By the end of 2024, policymakers think rates will come down by another half-point, to between 4.25 and 4.5 percent, according to fresh projections also released Wednesday. That means that at the Fed's remaining meetings in November and December, officials could dole out another large cut or issue two quarter-point moves. Additional cuts are expected in 2025 and 2026.
Fed leaders do expect at least a bit more weakening in the job market, penciling in an unemployment rate that ends the year at 4.4 percent, compared to 4.2 percent now. (In June, the last time those forecasts were released, the estimate was 4 percent.) Finally, central bankers see more progress on getting inflation closer to the 2 percent target.
"We're not saying 'mission accomplished' or anything like that," Powell said. "But I have to say, though, we're encouraged by the progress that we have made."
Powell wouldn't commit to rate decisions in November or December, in large part because the economy has continued to swerve in surprising ways. At a news conference in July, he was asked whether a half-point cut was likely, or even on the table, as an initial move. The answer then: "That's not something we're thinking about right now."
This week's decision came at an especially consequential time ahead of the presidential election. The Fed closely guards its independence from politics, and officials go to great lengths to stick to their mandate of stable prices and full employment. But a rate cut of any size gives some juice to the economy as Vice President Kamala Harris and former president Donald Trump are pitching their economic visions to voters. The Fed's November meeting also falls during the week of the election.
In a statement, Harris said the Fed's cut was "welcome news for Americans who have borne the brunt of high prices." She pointed to plans to lower health-care, housing and grocery costs as some of the ways she would help alleviate everyday costs that are still much higher than before the pandemic.
The Trump campaign said the rate cut showed the economy was bad.
"Kamala Harris's economy is falling off a cliff and the Fed believes we are heading for a recession, as much as Kamala tries to deny it," senior adviser Brian Hughes said in a statement. "Unless of course they are just playing politics and making a political decision to interfere with the election."
Meanwhile, Trump used the upcoming cut to criticize the Fed, which he routinely tried to meddle with as president by pressuring Powell to lower rates.
"They'll do the rate cut and all the political stuff tomorrow," Trump said at a rally in Michigan on Tuesday.
A close Trump ally questioned the timing Wednesday.
"I think it's unfortunate the Fed did a jumbo rate cut to start the cycle a few days before early voting," said Scott Bessent, the founder of Key Square Group.
Powell -- who is in his fourth presidential election season with the Fed and was initially nominated to chair by Trump, then nominated again by President Joe Biden -- said that if officials started considering politics in their decisions, "I don't know where you stop, and so we just don't do that."
Analysts back that up: A March report from JPMorgan found that no matter the economic circumstances, the central bank "continued to pursue its dual mandate irrespective of elections." Wells Fargo put it this way: "The past 30 years of history suggests that macroeconomic conditions are the dominant force guiding monetary policy."
The Fed's deliberate, at times sluggish approach had economists expecting a quarter-point cut. But in the past few days, financial markets leaned more toward a half-point move, especially after August inflation data showed continued progress toward the Fed's 2 percent target. (According to the Fed's preferred inflation gauge, prices were up 2.5 percent in July.)
Momentum on inflation meant that for much of the year, officials have talked about a balance of risks: If they cut rates too soon, they run the risk of inflation creeping back up. Or if they wait for total assurance that inflation is cruising to normal levels, they could unnecessarily hurt the job market.
A recent string of data made those hypothetical scenarios more real. July jobs numbers came in way below expectations, and while August's figures were more in line with expectations, the unemployment rate remains above 4 percent. Big revisions to government data also showed hiring was much slower than previously understood in 2023 and early 2024. That all has prompted Fed officials to change their tune.
Eric Rosengren, former president of the Boston Fed, said the cut "reflects that employment data were weaker than expected." He noted that if disappointing jobs figures had been available sooner, officials might have started cutting over the summer.
"The key word in the news conference was 'recalibrate,'" Rosengren said, quoting Powell. "The [federal funds rate] was too tight given current conditions."
Still, some in Washington called for the Fed to go even further. On Monday, three Democratic senators -- Elizabeth Warren (Mass.), Sheldon Whitehouse (R.I.) and John Hickenlooper (Colo.) -- called for a three-quarter-point cut. While Warren and others started urging cuts long before Fed officials were ready, such a big move is incredibly rare outside emergency situations.
"This cut in interest rates is yet another acknowledgment that Powell waited too long to reduce rates," Warren said after the rate announcement. "The Fed has finally changed course to follow its dual mandate on prices and jobs. Lower rates mean relief for consumers and aspiring homeowners. More rates cuts are needed."
Abha Bhattarai and Jeff Stein contributed to this report.
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What the Fed's rate cut means for consumers, businesses and investors
The Fed's first cut in four years will affect hiring, inflation, the housing market, stocks and borrowing costs.
By Taylor Telford, Julie Weil | 2024-09-18

The Federal Reserve building in D.C. on Tuesday. (Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)


The Federal Reserve cut interest rates this week for the first time in four years, putting an end to its longest cycle of rate hikes in roughly a decade.
"This will improve the material well-being of all Americans," said Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM US. "We had three years of extremely aggressive policy out of the Fed. We're now pivoting toward the normalization of rates in the post-pandemic economy."
The Fed lowered rates by a half percentage point. Any decrease in the central bank's benchmark rate will ripple through the stock market, hiring, government bonds, and mortgages and other kinds of loans.

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome H. Powell called the U.S. economy "strong overall" in a news conference on Sept. 18.


Michael Madowitz, principal economist at the Roosevelt Institute, said the rate cut will be "great news for the middle class."
"Not only does it underscore the Fed is convinced that inflation is coming under control, it signals the economy has recovered to a faster, sustainable growth trajectory and is ready for further investments in job creation," Madowitz said Tuesday in comments emailed to The Washington Post. "Lower rates should bring billions more in long-term investments off the sidelines, and create thousands more long-term jobs."
Here are some key ways the Fed's cuts will trickle down to businesses and consumers.
Lower rates are expected to bring some relief to housing markets, which have undergone a period of price distortion that is pushing more people toward renting. But the impacts won't be evident right away, said Steve Rick, chief economist at TruStage.
In the wake of the pandemic's intense disruption to housing markets nationwide, the financial strain of renting a home or obtaining a mortgage has weighed heavily on U.S. households. A mismatch between high demand and low supply has led to volatile times for renters and homeowners.
A rate cut could bring some reprieve for mortgage borrowers, but there may be a delay, in part because many lenders have already priced in a Fed cut in the near term. Further cuts are likely to take place at Fed meetings in November and December, experts said.
"While not immediate, we do expect these rate cuts to eventually lower mortgage rates," Rick said Tuesday in comments emailed to The Post. "This should increase housing supply in the coming months and years."
Falling mortgage rates may help more people purchase a house -- if they can find one to buy, Brusuelas said. Although more homes eventually could be built as rates go down, some areas may see rising prices in the short term if more people compete for the same pool of houses, he said.
Constance Hunter, chief economist at the Economist Intelligence Unit, disagreed with Brusuelas's prediction. Many homeowners have been reluctant to sell their houses at a time of relatively high interest rates, since they worried they couldn't afford a new mortgage to purchase their next home. Now some of those owners will become sellers, Hunter said.
"There's a very strong possibility that it could actually bring more supply to the market," she said. "It's going to solve two problems at once. People are more likely to provide supply, and for those purchasing, [lower interest rates make] the financing cost be more friendly to buyers."
People paying off high-interest credit card debt aren't likely to benefit as much as those seeking to avoid high mortgage rates from the Fed's rate cut. Credit card interest rates already tend to be well above other interest rates, and companies don't reduce them as often.
"It's not going to help very much for the people carrying credit card debts," said Jeffrey Bergstrand, a professor at the University of Notre Dame and former economist at the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston.
Other than mortgages, Bergstrand said, the consumer product most responsive to the Fed cut will be car loans. Lower interest rates can make them more affordable, and cars are more readily available now, so prices aren't likely to go up much. Car dealerships should expect an increase in customers.
Historically high interest rates have benefited people with money saved in certain bank accounts and investment vehicles. (Some people in recent years were surprised to learn that they had to pay taxes on the interest they earn in their bank accounts, having never accumulated much interest in their lives before.)
Hunter noted that the amount of money invested in money-market accounts has risen as Americans have noticed the favorable interest rates. As rates fall, some people will take money out of those accounts and invest it elsewhere. "That's money that's likely to go get deployed in the stock market," she said, especially since investors may expect the rate cut to simultaneously reduce their interest on savings and benefit stock performance.
In the broadest terms, Brusuelas said, lower borrowing costs will benefit millennials who are at a time in their financial lives when they are looking to buy homes, while lower interest on savings will hurt retirees who are more focused on maximizing the value of their accounts. But he noted that many retirees bought certificates of deposit in recent years that will continue to earn high rates, since the rates are locked in at the time of purchase.
Lower rates, Bergstrand said, will mostly affect "the more wealthy," who could afford to put large amounts of money into savings accounts to begin with.
Because some investors believe the Fed has been "late to the party" given that other countries' central banks already slashed rates in recent months, the expected rate cut isn't likely to translate to major market movements -- instead, more depends on further cuts, said Robert Barone, a wealth adviser and managing director at Farther.
"This is the beginning of a long series of lowerings," Barone said.
It's difficult to know how markets will respond, noted analysts at SentimenTrader, because the imminent cut in the central bank's rate has broadly been "a crapshoot for investors."
"There was no consistent pattern in forward returns after significant hiking cycles," analysts said in comments emailed Tuesday to The Post. "The last few have been major warning signs, while most of the others were not at all. They were more consistently negative for the dollar (for a while), tech stocks (ironically enough), while being good for Treasury notes and bonds, value stocks, and defensive sectors."
The primary purpose of interest rate hikes was to curb inflation. But economists mostly don't expect prices to soar again as rates fall.
"We're possibly going to see even some deflation in some months going forward over the next year," Barone said. "Worrying about inflation is probably the thing of the past."
Prices aren't expected to go back to pre-pandemic levels. But the rate of growth will be more in line with norms of the past few decades, experts said.
Prices might keep rising on certain goods that are affected by forces other than monetary policy. Hunter brought up climate change, for instance: Consumers will keep seeing sharp increases in the cost of homeowner's insurance because of the cost of climate-fueled disasters, and rising prices on processed foods and drinks because of climate change's harsh impact on sugar crops.
A cooling labor market was one of the chief motivators for the Federal Reserve's rate cut. In August, during his most important speech of the year, Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said officials did not "seek or welcome further cooling in labor market conditions."
The labor market is the engine of the U.S. economy, and economic indicators have hinted that the engine might be sputtering: The national unemployment rate has been ticking upward in recent months, and now sits at 4.2 percent after the most recent jobs report from the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
"The Fed does not want any further softening of the labor market," said Emily Roland and Matt Miskin, co-chief investment strategists at John Hancock Investment Management, in analysis earlier this week. During an economic downturn, unemployment rates typically hit 5.1 percent, they noted.
If rate cuts get more money flowing through the economy, that can translate to expansion for businesses, including through investments and hiring.
It's been a confusing time for the labor market. The labor market is extraordinarily strong when judged by any historical benchmark, economists Elise Gould and Josh Bivens of the Economic Policy Institute wrote in a blog post last week. Yet recent signs of softening have raised concerns that the Fed is moving too slowly to lower rates.
"There is no reason why the Fed should be looking to generate a weaker labor market, but recent months have seen signs of a slight softening at the labor markets on the margin," the two economists wrote. "Continued contractionary monetary policy will exacerbate this labor market weakening, even as the last two years have shown that such weakening is clearly not needed to get the last bit of excess inflation wrung out of the system."
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Fed cuts interest rates by a half-point, more expected this year
The Federal Reserve is slated to cut interest rates in its meeting Wednesday. Follow along for live updates on the Fed interest rate decision.
By Washington Post staff, Hannah Ziegler, Jacob Bogage, Abha Bhattarai, Jeff Stein, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Rachel Siegel, Taylor Telford, Julie Weil, David J. Lynch | 2024-09-18
The Federal Reserve cut interest rates for the first time since the beginning of the pandemic, lowering borrowing costs by a half-point in a move that should bring relief to households and businesses straining under elevated rates. The more aggressive approach suggests officials are proactively trying to ease pressure off the economy and keep the job market from slowing any further. The benchmark rate now sits between 4.75 and 5 percent.
The Fed's September meeting is one of the most heavily anticipated of the year. Inflation has been easing toward normal levels, which Fed leaders expect to continue. But they are also under pressure to make sure high rates don't slow the job market even more than it already has.
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Federal Reserve rate cut may boost Kamala Harris in campaign homestretch
Kamala Harris could benefit from the Federal Reserve's interest rate cut if it improves voters' perceptions of the economy.
By Jeff Stein | 2024-09-18

Vice President Kamala Harris addresses a campaign rally in Savannah, Ga., last month. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The Federal Reserve's long-awaited cut to interest rates may prove a boon to Vice President Kamala Harris's campaign as the presidential election enters the home stretch.
On Wednesday, the central bank cut the benchmark rate for the first time since 2020, lowering borrowing costs for businesses and consumers alike. The move reflects optimism that the battle with inflation is over, and the lower rates should boost growth, which could in turn brighten the gloomy national mood about the economy. The central bank cut borrowing costs by a half-point -- more than the quarter-point cut some analysts had expected.
"The rate cut, which will be the start of a series of rate cuts, is an economic tailwind behind the Harris campaign for sure," said Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody's Analytics. "It's not just about the symbolism -- it's also about the real effects. It's really going to support the economy."
Before Wednesday, the Federal Reserve had kept its interest rate target between 5.25 and 5.5 percent for more than a year -- the highest level since the early 2000s. Central bank officials say these high rates have been necessary to tame the fastest inflation in four decades. 
While they have been careful not to comment on the Federal Reserve, stressing the independence of the central bank, Biden administration officials have mostly seen higher rates as a helpful way to combat inflation, which had soured many voters on the economy.
But the political cost of the economy's cure may rival that of the disease. As borrowing costs rose, Americans faced higher mortgage rates, increased credit card debt and more expensive car loans, squeezing household budgets. Businesses, too, have felt the pinch, with higher interest rates making it more costly to take out loans for expansion and hire employees. The labor market has showed signs of cooling amid this pressure, with the unemployment rate rising from 3.7 percent last year to 4.2 percent now.
Former treasury secretary Lawrence H. Summers was part of a team of economists who argued that Americans may feel particularly bad about the economy in part because of the impact of higher rates, which they said are not captured in traditional inflation measures. Higher interest rates have also discouraged millions of Americans from buying homes, pushing up costs in the rental market. Beyond inflation generally, more Americans list the cost of owning or renting a home as their family's most important financial problem, according to a Gallup poll this May.
Democrats were quick on Wednesday to praise the central bank's move. Sen. Martin Heinrich (D-N.M.), chairman of the Joint Economic Committee, said in a statement that the decision is "a big win for families across the country." Harris adopted a more measured tone in a statement, which said: "While this announcement is welcome news for Americans who have borne the brunt of high prices, my focus is on the work ahead to keep bringing prices down. I know prices are still too high for many middle class and working families."
Republicans criticized the Fed for cutting rates as sharply as it did ahead of the election. Stephen Moore, an outside economic adviser to Trump, said the decision "seemed unwise" and "was jaw-dropping."
"I'm not saying a 50-point reduction isn't justified -- it may well be, and they have more data than I do. But I just think, 'Why now?'" Moore said. "There's no reason they couldn't do 25 now and 25 right after the election. Why not wait till then?"
On Tuesday night, Trump suggested he would criticize the Fed for cutting rates. "They'll do the rate cut and all the political stuff tomorrow," he said at a rally in Michigan on Tuesday.
The GOP presidential nominee has long baselessly accused the Federal Reserve of conspiring against him to improve Democrats' political standing, even though he nominated the Fed's chair, Jerome H. Powell. (President Joe Biden nominated Powell for a second term.)
Komal Sri-Kumar, president of Sri-Kumar Global Strategies, an economic consulting firm, pointed to strong retail sales data as suggesting there's a risk that the Fed cuts cause prices to go back up.
"The consumer is very strong, and you're giving him or her more stimulus by cutting interest rates, which tells me the risk of inflation picking up is very real," Sri-Kumar said. "There is a risk of inflation reigniting with a 50-basis-point cut."
Democrats, though, are optimistic that lower rates will blunt Trump's attacks on the administration's economic record. Mortgage rates have dropped already from their highs of 8 percent last year to closer to 6 or 7 percent. Auto loans have come down, as well, and small businesses could benefit from access to cheaper capital.
"Harris is running with a strong 2024 economy, and Trump's characterization of the Biden economy seems to be stuck in 2021 or 2022," said Felicia Wong, president of Roosevelt Forward, a left-leaning policy organization. "Any rate cut would reflect Harris's analysis of today's economy."
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Turmoil strikes 23andMe as board members resign in dispute with founder
The pioneering DNA testing firm has been struggling to stay afloat financially despite ambitious ventures to provide health care and develop pharmaceuticals.
By Daniel Gilbert | 2024-09-18

A view of 23andMe's headquarters in Sunnyvale, Calif. (Justin Sullivan/Getty Images)


The pioneering DNA testing firm 23andMe is in turmoil.
Seven independent members of the company's eight-person board resigned Tuesday, concluding that despite co-founder and CEO Anne Wojcicki's expressed intention to take the company private, "no such proposal is forthcoming." They also cited a difference on the "strategic direction" of the company.
23andMe's revenue has shriveled over the past year and its share price has sunk to about 30 cents, jeopardizing its ability to remain listed on the Nasdaq index.
Wojcicki, a prominent Silicon Valley founder, said she was surprised and disappointed at the resignations, according to an email to staff members disclosed in a securities filing Tuesday. The 51-year-old executive affirmed that taking the company private "will be the best opportunity for long term success." A 23andMe spokesperson offered no comment beyond the securities filings.
23andMe has amassed a vast trove of DNA from its popular test kits and pioneered using genetic information to determine risks for an array of diseases. It became the first firm, in 2017, to win clearance from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to market such tests directly to consumers. After filing to go public in 2021, 23andMe's stock briefly reached a nearly $6 billion value. Wojcicki's profile rose with the company, with Mattel modeling a doll on her as part of its "Barbie Role Models" line.
Today 23andMe's stock market value is less than $200 million, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence, just 3 percent of what it was worth at its peak. And Wojcicki, who controls nearly half the company's votes, is for now the lone member of its board.
"I have been committed to the mission of 23andMe for the last 18 years and believe strongly in the potential for genetic information to transform healthcare and the therapeutic discovery process," Wojcicki wrote in her email to staff members.
Wojcicki had been a health-care analyst for investment firms before co-founding 23andMe in 2006. She married Google co-founder Sergey Brin the following year and built her company into a powerhouse of genetic testing. It has sold more than 12 million test kits to consumers, who collect a saliva sample and mail it to a lab for testing.
The company has tried to leverage its vast trove of DNA from its popular genetic tests. It has a research arm, mining its DNA repository to study the role of genes in diseases such as Parkinson's. It is trying to develop drugs to treat cancer. It has added novel tests for consumers such as a "biological age" feature. And last month, the company joined the weight-loss drug gold rush by launching a service to prescribe GLP-1 drugs such as Ozempic and Wegovy, as well as controversial off-brand versions made by compounding pharmacies.
But these ventures haven't yet put the company on a sustainable financial footing. Its revenue fell 34 percent in the second quarter compared with a year ago. That was largely due to the end of a collaboration with drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline, but revenue also decreased in each of 23andMe's main business lines, a securities filing shows.
The company ended the quarter with about $170 million in cash, which it said will be enough to fund its operations for at least 12 months. Last week, it endorsed a proposed settlement to a class-action lawsuit over a data breach last year for $30 million, acknowledging its "extremely uncertain financial condition."
23andMe also faces the prospect of being removed from the Nasdaq stock exchange, after failing to meet the requirement of a maintaining a stock price at or above $1 a share, which could make it harder for the company to raise new funds from investors, according to a securities filing. It has until Nov. 4 to comply with the requirements.
After the company formed a special committee of board members in March to evaluate "strategic alternatives," Wojcicki said she was considering making a bid to acquire all the shares of the company she doesn't own and wouldn't support a transaction that meant giving up control, according to securities filings. In August, she made a nonbinding proposal to purchase the company for 40 cents a share in cash. But the board committee panned the proposal the next day, saying it offered no premium to the share price and lacked committed financial backing.
On Tuesday, the resigning board members said there had been a lack of progress on a new proposal. "It is also clear we differ on the strategic direction for the Company," they wrote.
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GM electric vehicles can now use Tesla Superchargers
GM says it's ready to start selling power adapters compatible with Tesla, more than a year after it announced plans to adopt the related charging standard. 
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-09-18

Tesla charging stations in Austin. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images)


Electric vehicles made by General Motors have gained access to Tesla's Superchargers, GM said Wednesday, marking another step forward for efforts to settle on a universal public charger network for battery-powered cars and trucks in the United States.
The update expands the number of vehicles compatible with the North American Charging Standard developed by Tesla. It could also allay some GM customers' concerns about a lack of charging options.
The new changes take effect immediately, along with sales of the GM-approved power adapters.
"GM's ongoing efforts to help accelerate the expansion of public charging infrastructure is an integral part of our commitment to an all-electric future," Wade Sheffer, vice president of GM Energy, said in a statement.
The deal makes roughly 17,800 Tesla Superchargers available to drivers of GM-manufactured vehicles such as the Chevy Bolt, Cadillac Lyriq and Silverado EV, with the help of an adapter that costs $225.
Some Tesla chargers won't work with GM's adapter, according to a GM fact sheet. Customers can use their mobile apps to locate compatible chargers, the company said.
GM estimates that the partnership with Tesla contributes to an overall network of 231,800 fast chargers across the United States available to drivers of its vehicles. GM is also part of IONNA, a joint venture of eight automakers that plans to build at least 30,000 high-powered chargers nationwide.
Wednesday's announcement comes more than a year after General Motors first announced it would adopt the North American Charging Standard.
Several other automakers have agreed to work with the Tesla standard. Ford and Rivian have started distributing adapters for their EVs, while others, such as BMW, Honda, Hyundai and Mercedes-Benz have promised to start making their vehicles compatible this year or next.
But the move to standardize EV charging infrastructure comes as sales of fully electric vehicles have been slowing industry-wide, leading some automakers to de-emphasize EVs in favor of hybrids.
General Motors delivered 38,355 electric vehicles in the first half of 2024. 
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Love for Tupperware wasn't enough to save it from bankruptcy
Fans are mourning the failure of the famous brand, a longtime kitchen staple hailed around the world for its durability.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-09-18

Brownie Wise tosses a bowl filled with water at a Tupperware party in the 1950s. (Apic/Bridgeman via Getty Images)


For almost eight decades Tupperware containers were a kitchen staple. The sturdy, "burping" bowls held not just leftovers but cherished family recipes. "Tupperware drawers" overflowed with lidded containers of all shapes and colors. And families passed down their Tupperware through generations as unlikely and often stained heirlooms.
But the bankruptcy of the ubiquitous household brand --  citing a sales slump triggered by evolving shopping behaviors and increased competition -- showed that consumers' age-old love affair with the container company hasn't been reflected in its recent finances.
Tupperware will seek court approval to start a sale process for the business to protect its brand and advance its "transformation into a digital-first, technology-led company."
But it was the brand's very analog beginning -- one book described Tupperware parties as an early social network -- that made it so recognizable.
To many, Tupperware is more than just plastic. It holds not just food but also memories.
Ritasha Gupta of New Delhi was raised in a home filled with Tupperware. Her mother, Ritu, was an area manager for the company for 20 years, selling, using and promoting its sprawling array of products.
"I grew up with it all around me," Gupta said of the plastic containers. "At times, I felt like the Tupperware boxes were more precious than I was," she joked.
A childhood packed with plastic didn't stop Gupta embracing the containers as an adult. "My kitchen is fully Tupperware-ized," she said. "The bankruptcy news is heartbreaking for both me and my mom because of the deep sentimental connection we have with the brand."
On social media, the bankruptcy news was followed by stories of the products' longevity: containers from the 1970s that have "lasted forever" or a 35-year-old Tupperware brand peeler that is "still sharp." Some said that is because the brand is so durable that they haven't felt the need to keep stocking up. "Why would I buy more?" one person wrote, as another called them "quality products that don't need to be replaced."
"My mother was a Tupperware lady in the 70s & she did really well," read one X post. "The story of how Tupperware helped women gain independence is fascinating."

A Tupperware employee works on the production line in August 2013 at the group's plant in Joue-les-Tours, France. (Jean-Francois Monier/AFP/Getty Images)


Earl Silas Tupper invented Tupperware in 1946, but it was single mother Brownie Wise who boosted the product's popularity across the nation, hosting household gatherings where she would promote and sell the sealable bowls. Impressed by her sales figures, Tupper removed his product from store shelves and made Wise vice president of a subsidiary known as "Tupperware Home Parties."
From 1951, Tupperware became a source of female empowerment, as "Tupperware ladies" earned money holding parties in their homes and neighborhoods, selling the containers and recruiting other women to do the same.
Wise went on to become the first woman ever to appear on the cover of Business Week.

In recent years, Tupperware has faced competition from cheaper alternatives, even as it attempted to gain visibility by adapting to direct-to-consumer sales and marketing itself in stores like Target. (iStock)


In recent years, the brand that has become a stand-in for a whole product category has faced competition from cheaper alternatives, even as it attempted to gain visibility by adapting to direct-to-consumer sales and marketing itself in stores like Target.
Tupperware's sales have decreased fairly consistently over the past decade. In 2022, the company made about $1.3 billion, roughly half the net sales Tupperware Brands made back in 2014.
Last year, Tupperware announced it had "substantial doubt" it could survive and admitted it was struggling to stay afloat. A debt restructuring raised hopes for a second chance. But ultimately that plan failed to sustain the company. Tupperware said Tuesday it will seek court approval to continue operating during the bankruptcy process, including continuing to pay its employees, as well as compensating vendors and suppliers for goods and services provided on or after the filing date, The Post reported.
Cat Angelaki, a Greek architect, expressed sadness over the bankruptcy, saying Tupperware was a core part of her childhood. Her family's containers held cookies, stored butter and safely transported her mother's cheese pies to the beach for family trips by the sea. "Every day when my mum was cooking there were Tupperware on the table."
"It is like losing a tradition," she said.
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This $18 chardonnay from Italy is a delightful surprise
Plus, Spanish red and a sophisticated sparking wine from Long Island for this week's sips.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-09-19

FROM LEFT: Ca' del Baio Luna d'Agosto Chardonnay 2023; Paraje Marin Bruma Monastrell 2022; Sparkling Pointe Brut 2019. (Scott Suchman/for the Washington Post)


An unexpected chardonnay from northern Italy, a satisfying Spanish red for savoring the day's victories and a sophisticated bubbly from Long Island fill out this week's recommendations.
Langhe, Piemonte, Italy, $18
Italy's Piemonte isn't known for chardonnay, but this example makes me want to try more. It's fermented and aged in stainless steel, without the secondary malolactic fermentation to soften its acidity and create a creamy texture. That leaves crisp orchard fruit flavors walking a tightrope of precision through a long, satisfying finish. Sustainable. Alcohol by volume: 12.5 percent. Bottle weight: 565 grams (Average).
Imported and distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Jumilla, Spain, $19
This savory red from the monastrell grape (known as mourvedre in France and sometimes mataro in California) is earthy and rustic, in a good way. It tastes like that feeling of accomplishment after a hard day's work, when you pause to relish the moment before making yourself presentable. ABV: 14 percent. BW: 460 grams (Light).
Imported by Por Que No? Selections. Distributed locally by Salveto Imports.
North Fork of Long Island, N.Y., $34
Sparkling Pointe is a bubble specialist on Long Island, producing vibrant, complex wines in the champagne style. This brut is aged on its lees for three years for added depth and richness. The soft bead of bubbles caresses the palate while lifting spirits. Certified sustainable. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 840 grams (Sparkling).
Distributed locally by Banville Wine Merchants.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/09/19/italian-chardonnay-recommendation/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



For a booze-free brunch, make zero-proof Bellinis and bloody marys
Try these delicious nonalcoholic cocktails next time you're hosting brunch.
By Allison Robicelli | 2024-09-19

Virgin Bloody Mary and Virgin Bellini. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Even before I quit drinking, I had a lot of questions about the legitimacy of a booze-filled brunch. As someone who enjoyed alcohol a bit more than the average bear, I should have been thrilled there was a socially acceptable excuse for slamming back cocktails at 10 a.m.
But even for a meal that makes it okay to start the day with a stack of butter-and-syrup-drenched cakes (it's totally fine as long as they're cooked in a pan!), the excuses for a.m. vodka seemed a little flimsy.
Ostensibly, my reason to imbibe on Sunday morning was that a little "hair of the dog" would ease whatever pain I had inflicted on myself on Saturday night. But if I wasn't functional enough to take off my shoes and makeup before passing out facedown on my couch at 5 in the morning, how was I supposed to wake up six hours later and make myself pretty enough to eat eggs in public?
Get the recipes: Virgin Bellini and Virgin Bloody Mary
Nearly a decade after my last drink I can still viscerally feel the memories of hangovers past. They weren't all brutal, but it was equally as hard to motivate myself out of bed with an uncomfortable one. If boozy brunches were really meant to cure hangovers, they wouldn't be trying to lure people outside into direct sunlight.
It's less dangerous to venture into the wild for brunch now that I'm sober, but I'm still not crawling out of bed, doing my hair and makeup, getting competently dressed, and walking 15 to 30 minutes to stand in line to eat anything, even if it comes with a complimentary basket of minimuffins. Sunday mornings are for lingering in bed, lazily milling about in my pajamas and mustering up the energy to clean, followed by plopping down on the couch to read and watch TV for as long as I can manage. If "brunch" is happening at all, it's happening in my living room.

A bloody mary can be a meal in a glass--and with this much flavor, you won't miss the vodka. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


A bloody mary doesn't need to be boozy or bottomless to be enjoyable. In fact, it doesn't even need to be confined to the ritual of "brunch," especially since it's not the best thing to pair with whipped cream or hollandaise. It's essentially a whole meal in a glass as is, with every ingredient being so aggressive, you need to wonder why vodka needed to be involved at all. If anything in it is helping with a hangover, it's the vitamins and antioxidants in the tomato juice, the electrolytes in the olive brine, or the horseradish that smacks you in the face and clears up your sinuses. Even if you garnish it with Slim Jims or a bunch of tiny hamburgers on a stick, bloody marys are probably still better for your sleepy Sunday body than a pile of fried chicken on a waffle doused with maple syrup.
With or without the alcohol, bloody marys are made for laziness, which is the most paramount factor to consider when weekends are involved. Dump the ingredients in a pitcher, give it a good stir, and you're ready to rock. It also just so happens to get better and better the longer it's allowed to sit, meaning that you can (and should) whip the recipe up the night before so you're ready to rock come Sunday morning, no matter what physical shape you're in.

A Bellini is easy to make nonalcoholic: For the champagne or sparkling wine, substitute sparkling white grape juice--for a sweeter taste--or zero-proof sparkling wine, to make it more on the dry side. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Of course, not all brunches are meant to be casual. There are also fancy brunches, which I still refuse to partake in unless I'm dragged kicking and screaming. Fancy brunches are everything I hate about brunch turned up to the highest setting: the attire, the presentability, the expectation to be chipper and social when my body demands to be beneath warm blankets and purring cats. But if there's one thing I can appreciate about a fancy brunch, it's the mimosas and Bellinis in fancy glasses, and I always love an opportunity to drink anything out of those. Just because I'm doing crosswords in flannel pants covered with set-in tomato stains doesn't mean I'm not a sophisticated broad deep within my heart.
Fortunately for the glamorous and unmotivated, classic "champagne" cocktails have always been superlatively simple to make, requiring nothing more than pouring and stirring. They're also easy to make nonalcoholic by replacing the sparkling wine with sparkling white grape juice, which results in a sweeter drink, or zero-proof bubbly, which I prefer for its dryness. My local booze-free bottle shop, Hopscotch in Baltimore, offers multiple varieties of the latter, with more than one priced at under $20, rendering the mental gymnastics needed to rationalize cocktails-before-noon irrelevant.
So go ahead and enjoy a bloody mary with those eggs or a Bellini with your cereal on a Tuesday, and keep that blissful lazy Sunday spirit going all week long.
Get the recipes: Virgin Bellini and Virgin Bloody Mary
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Sauce this skirt steak with a tangy arugula chimichurri
Peppery arugula leaves blend with parsley, garlic, lemon juice and olive oil for this take on the Argentine sauce. 
By Daniela Galarza | 2024-09-19

Grilled Skirt Steak With Arugula Chimichurri. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
This March, I felt the ground thaw after an unusually difficult winter. Cherry blossom buds popped up on craggy branches, and our dogwoods' bracts sprang open. As April approached, I caught myself smiling, finally, as the daffodils curled their necks up to the sky.
Still scattered and tired, I wanted to plunge my hands into something. Clay? Water? Earth. That's how my little back patio garden began. In fits and starts, I dug and plotted and tended. And even when so many of the seeds I sowed sprouted only to later shrivel, I grew to love my hodgepodge of hand-me-down pots with their scraggly plants, patient but eager.
Get the recipe: Grilled Skirt Steak With Arugula Chimichurri
First, on a tear, I sowed mint and basil, poppies and geraniums. Then, there were attempts at tomatoes and peppers. I remember the week I nestled a few rows of French sorrel and arugula into two long boxes. Within days, they spread into bushy bundles. Through trial and error -- and consults with neighbors and friends -- I learned how to care for my tender greens.
"Arugula needs help getting out of its own way," a neighbor told me. "If the bigger leaves aren't picked, the baby ones in the center won't get enough sun."

Slice the steak against the grain. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


Early on, when I was plucking out only a leaf or two, I would pop them into my mouth. A few weeks in, when I had handfuls of lemony sorrel and peppery arugula every other day, they went into salads, sautes, frittatas and quiches. One day, I threw two fists of arugula into my blender with garlic and olive oil. I tasted it, added salt, pepper and lemon juice, then decided we were going to have steak for dinner.
Traditionally, chimichurri is made from fresh herbs, especially parsley and oregano. But adding arugula gives the sauce a curiously piquant tang. The Argentine condiment is a natural match for meat, as in this recipe for grilled skirt steak with tomatoes and scallions. But it would be just as nice with griddled and crisped mushrooms, sweet corn, a whole roasted bass, seared scallops, soft chickpeas or crispy chicken thighs, or as a dressing for even more greens.
Soon, the autumnal equinox will signal the beginning of the end of this summer's garden. I'll be waiting, patient but eager, for next spring.
Get the recipe: Grilled Skirt Steak With Arugula Chimichurri
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Ask Sahaj: Boyfriend's family uses racial slurs in front of biracial girlfriend
A biracial woman struggles with her place in her White boyfriend's family because of their use of racial slurs.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-09-19

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Hi Sahaj, I am a biracial woman in my mid-30s, and I am in an amazing relationship with a new man, who is White. We have been dating for close to a year. I would like our life together to continue to grow.
Our problems are like those of any other young couple who has dealt with family dysfunction, but I am now struggling with his family, particularly their use of racial slurs. They never say them when people of color are around, but in the safety of their home or when playing games online, the slurs come out without any hesitation.
I have reached the point where I do not want to engage with them. I decline game nights and visits because of how disgusted I am with their use of such language and how it makes me feel. I want to continue a relationship with him, but I am struggling with navigating his family, my place and using my voice productively.
-- Struggling
Struggling: Of course you're struggling when your values (racial slurs are wrong) are at odds with your actions (not speaking up about this). But I am struck by the fact that you are writing to me with this pull to say something, specifically as the biracial partner. Where's your boyfriend in all of this? Your race shouldn't put the onus on you to speak up, even if it makes this issue more sensitive and damaging for you. Why do you have to use your voice productively?
Your boyfriend should be playing an active role in having these conversations with his family -- both to support you and because, I'd assume, he shares your values and beliefs. Allyship at its best is proactive -- and at the very least it should be reactive. If he hasn't or won't speak up, I urge you to consider if there are deeper issues in the relationship than just your boyfriend's family.
Even if the family's use of slurs or your boyfriend's silence about it isn't a deal-breaker for you, you should still explore what this means for your relationship moving forward. I have more questions than answers to help you reflect deeper on what's at stake here and what you are okay with. How often will these family members be a part of your life? Do you live in close proximity? As your relationship progresses, what will that mean for his family's role in his life, and by default your life, if you stay together long term? I imagine these are the same people who would be at your potential future wedding, or you'd spend holidays with, or would be around your future mixed-race kids. It's easier to separate these relationships for now, but is that sustainable longer term for both of you?
In the short term, you can combat the dissonance you feel and speak up in a way that feels right and "productive" to you. It's possible they've noticed you're not coming around anymore, and if they ask you or your boyfriend about it, you may say something like, "I'm not comfortable coming over because I've heard the use of racial slurs." You may even decide to add, "It makes me wonder how welcome and accepted I am as a biracial person." It's also possible you're one of few non-White people they engage with and you can try to connect with them by talking about your experiences as a biracial person to humanize the experience and plant seeds for why their word choices are wrong and damaging. There is no predicting how his family will react to any of this. This doesn't mean you shouldn't say anything but rather manage your expectations. It doesn't sound like your boyfriend's family has had to interrogate their behavior or words before.
By choosing to say something now -- either to your boyfriend about how he can be an active ally in this or to his family about their inexcusable behavior -- you can gain more information on what you're up against. Then you can figure out if you're willing and able to endure it. Good luck.
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Meet the real grandmas behind grannycore influencers
The design trend embraces the chintz of our grandmothers' living rooms, and the slower pace of their lives.
By Amanda Long | 2024-09-19
In the gauzy, ruffle-curtained corner of social media known as #grannycore, the past is very much present. Whether it's in the form of a familiar tufted settee, a floral couch or groovy hook-and-latch rugs, nostalgia has been quietly coalescing into a design trend fueled by the pandemic-era clamor for coziness and aided by a glut of brown furniture and china in secondhand stores.
Not every granny-core influencer comes from a line of bakers and homemakers; there are as many types of grandmas as there are women. To understand what makes grannycore distinct from other cottage-adjacent trends, we asked five influencers about the grandmothers (and mothers) at the core of their style.
Cindy Magoon's great-grandmother Helen Korell was a German immigrant who dusted, cleaned and polished every inch of John Jacob Schmitt's five-story brownstone on Lexington Avenue in New York for more than four decades. When the real estate mogul and philanthropist died in 1940, he left the home and everything in it to Korell. Many of the brownstone's Gilded Age treasures, including hand-carved tables, an antique bed and a cache of bronze figurines and ceramic vases, now occupy the fishing cottage that Magoon, 62, shares with her husband, Jack, in New Milford, Conn.
In the mid-1950s, Korell and her daughter, Helen Gegner, sold the brownstone and moved the mansion's treasures to a Tudor-style house in Westchester County, where Magoon played among them.

Cindy Magoon knew this 120-year-old twin bed owned by her great-grandmother still had life in it, so she repurposed it as a day bed for her lake cottage's loft. (Cindy Magoon)



In the loft of her lake home, Magoon paired her grandmother's reupholstered chairs with a dresser from her great-grandmother. (Cindy Magoon)



Helen Gegner grew up in the five-story brownstone in New York where her mother was the housekeeper. Gegner was Magoon's grandmother. (Cindy Magoon)


"My great-grandmother came here with almost nothing and this mansion became her home, a foundation for our family. They revered the man who bequeathed it to them -- and now, I cherish it just as much," she says.
The influence of the mansion and the Helens is evident throughout Magoon's 2,540-square-foot lake cottage, built in 1939, whether it's the 120-year-old bed that occupies their loft or the claw-footed kitchen table.
In a recent post featuring Schmitt's walnut and maple hutches and dressers, Magoon wrote: "Pieces from the past ground me, give me a sense of peace and admiration for the way things were. ... If the dear folks we love are no longer with us, what better way to keep them close than to care for something they cherished."

When a store-bought bedroom set fell apart after just seven years, Emily Connolly turned to Facebook Marketplace and scored a four-poster bed and several other items for $705. (Emily Connolly)



When Connolly moved her family into an 1880s farmhouse, her four kids requested a "one-room schoolhouse" effect for their home-schooling space. (Emily Connolly)



Since moving into their 1880s Pennsylvania farmhouse seven years ago, the Connollys have painted all the rooms and replaced just about every light fixture. (Emily Connolly)


Emily Connolly inherited neither inspiration nor heirlooms from her grandmothers.
"My mom loves to say that her mother had a floral sofa, but kept it covered with a white sheet all the time -- that was the extent of her decorating, and that my dad's mom decorated with cobwebs and not much else," says Connolly, 42, who describes her style as English country meets romantic cottage. The original pine floors and arched doorways of her 1880s farmhouse in Berks County, Pa., provide the perfect foundation for her throw-it-way-back vibe.
Connolly's grandmothers may have left a blank slate, but she is inspired by her mother, Patricia Ann Munroe, and by the generations of women who have made a house a home over the past 144 years. She and her mom spent countless weekends antiquing in the 1990s.
Connolly's four children are already fighting over a 1920s-era Victrola (scored for $185) they named Victor, in keeping with the family's tradition of bestowing their antiques with human monikers. "When the kids ask where something is, I'll say, 'Go look in Charlotte,' or, 'Check in Evelyn,'" Connolly says.
The kids have embraced the history of the farmhouse since the family moved in seven years ago. They specifically requested a "one-room schoolhouse" for their home schooling. Connolly delivered a space fit for Laura Ingalls and her lunch pail, with antique desks that the kids promise are comfy.

Wesley Taylor, whose Instagram bio reads "cozy cousin," is into collecting tea sets, all part of making his Chicago apartment an oasis of slow, quiet time. (Wesley Taylor)



Taylor's Chicago apparent is filled with collectibles, such as this incense holder, meant to entice visitors to relax and stay awhile. His Grandma Starks collected bells and cow figurines. (Wesley Taylor)


It's one thing to create granny land when your canvas is a 19th-century farmhouse, but it's a whole other endeavor when you're living in a 1,200-square-foot apartment in Chicago's West Loop. Good thing many of Wesley Taylor's memories of Grandma Starks's house are sensory, rather than tied to large pieces furniture.
"No matter what we were doing, there was always music playing on her six-CD player, especially if we were cooking, playing Scrabble after dinner and having coffee," says Taylor, 33. "That energy is also something I really strive to create in my space -- laid back, good tunes playing -- where you just want to hang out."

Music was always playing in the home of Taylor's grandmother. His extensive vinyl collection and record player are central to the aesthetic of his Chicago apartment. (Ben Ramos)


Grandma Starks collected bells, then switched to tiny cows. Taylor collects records, but he's also been drawn to tea sets, music festival posters and incense holders on recent treasure hunts. He just scored a Stevie Wonder album, live at the Rainbow Room, bringing his Wonder collection to just one shy of the full discography.
"Music is a huge part of the visual real estate of my house because my whole family is musical. My mom is one of nine. I sing, my mom and her siblings sang in church," Taylor says. "Your home is a reflection of who you are and the things you love."

"I want to fill every inch of my home with what I love," Lauren Leyenaar says about her maximalist, groovy approach to creating vignettes and layering her tchotchkes. (Lauren Leyenaar)



Every nook in Leyenaar's townhouse is a showcase for her favorites from the 1960s and '70s: hook and latch rugs, macrame plant holders, and explosions of color. (Lauren Leyenaar)


Three years ago, Lauren Leyenaar moved out of the home outside Toronto she shared with her husband of 16 years, came out as a lesbian and moved into a townhouse in London, Ontario. She was determined to fill every inch of it with an unedited and unapologetic expression of who she is.
She's making up for lost time in the 1,838-square-foot space she now shares with her 14-year-old twins and partner. "For the first time, with no one or no inner voice stopping me -- I just started collecting," she says. She started by sourcing vintage clothing from the '60s and '70s -- with a particular interest in all things crocheted -- to minimize waste. Hook-and-latch rugs, mushroom-adorned melamine pots, macrame hanging planters and funky lamps followed, in a mod rainbow of green, yellow and orange. The shapes are groovy and floral; layered texture abounds.
Leyenaar, 40, traces her aesthetic to her step-grandmother, who loved creating little vignettes everywhere to showcase her handiwork and anything else she deemed precious. Leyenaar has replicated that approach, even curating displays of her latest vintage clothing finds.
"I see myself and I see past generations of women because I'm collecting their things, their kitchen tools, their blenders, their books, their dresses," she says. "It's an honor to express their tastes."

For Shoshanna Criswell, visits to Grandma's house meant being transfixed by the many iterations of the Virgin Mary, in statues and holy water holders. This one now hangs in her Charleston, S.C., home. (Shoshanna Criswell)



Criswell's "love for beautiful things with a history" blossomed during childhood visits to the Chicago home of  her grandmother Patricia Hackworth, pictured. (Shoshanna Criswell)


Any time Shoshanna Criswell, 51, visited her grandparents' Chicago home, the statue of the Virgin Mary sitting atop her grandmother Patricia Hackworth's dresser captured her eyes and imagination.
She's let that statue -- which now resides in her aunt's home -- go. But she fiercely holds on to the sense of family and love, as well as her share of the heirlooms from Grandma Pat's home. Criswell inherited several holy water holders, silver-plated salt and pepper shakers, a set of china (for display, but not for use) and a treasured afghan. There's also an oft-stripped antique table with peeling paint that occupies a premium spot in the 3,000-square-foot Lowcountry build she shares with her husband in Charleston, S.C.

Grandma Patricia's table will always have a premium spot in Criswell's home. It currently resides in a breakfast nook, surrounded by her collection of baskets. (Shoshanna Criswell)



Coastalcore and grannycore create a soothing vibe in Criswell's Charleston home. Her grandparents ran an antique refurbishing business in Chicago, and Criswell is keeping alive the tradition of breathing new life into old items. (Shoshanna Criswell)


"I truly loved going to visit my grandmother, because it was just a really warm, loving place to be and surrounded by all these beautiful things -- high and low end but all worth so much to my family who just had a love for beautiful things with a history," Criswell says. "I've latched on to that. I guess it's in the genes."
Not everyone is on the grannycore wagon, as she often is reminded in the comments on her social media posts. "I had someone insult me on Instagram and inadvertently didn't realize she was giving me a compliment when she said, 'I feel like I'm walking into my grandmother's home,'" Criswell says. "That's how I know I'm doing it right."
Outside her home, Megan Coggins, 26, hustles between a part-time job at Panera, another as a pharmacy tech and running her princess party event company. But inside, she's created a "slow-life" haven in the two-bedroom apartment she shares with her mom and brother in Lanham, Md. If her paternal grandma, Rosalie Coggins, were alive, she'd find Megan surrounded by the sort of cozy collectibles and lacy doilies that filled Rosalie's home and engaged in her hobbies: knitting and baking.

A vintage lamp shade on Megan Coggins's bedside table. At 26, with three part-time jobs, Coggins credits grannycore with helping her embrace slow living and her feminine side. (Megan Coggins)


She always felt at home amid Rosalie's knickknacks or cuddled up on her quilt-covered couch. "No matter what time of the year, it was always warm and cozy with the sweet aroma of something baking, black and white reruns on the TV, or jazz and classical music in the background," Megan says.
She thinks Grandma Rosalie would feel right at home in her space, and she's grateful for her influence.
"Grandmas -- they've lived life and have some wisdom, all that giving and caring and making sure you eat and never taking the small things for granted," she says. "This is really important, especially for people my age. I work two jobs, have my own business; grannycore helps me to slow down."
Amanda Long is a writer and massage therapist living in Falls Church, Va.
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Miss Manners: Reciprocating an invitation from people you don't like
They don't want to issue a reciprocal dinner invitation to their annoying neighbors.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-09-19
Dear Miss Manners: A pair of neighbors hosted my wife and me for an impromptu dinner, to which we contributed a nice salad. The food was fine, the apartment lovely. We have sent them a thank-you note.
I know that we aren't required to reciprocate by inviting them to dinner in our apartment (thank goodness). But honestly, I don't want to reciprocate at all. One of them is a nonstop talker who lacks a "mute" button; the other, though necessarily quieter, is a bit on the supercilious side.
We're sure to see them again. We all live in a nice retirement community, where there are restaurants and a lot of socializing. Do we have to invite them to join us at a restaurant at some point? If so, may we try to "dilute" them by inviting others? And how long are we allowed to delay?
Your confidence that you are not required to reciprocate in your apartment, though technically correct, startles Miss Manners, as she thinks of the restaurant alternative as an escape clause more than a proper equivalent.
However, your real problem is that you did not like this couple and do not want to continue the friendship. The correct solution is not to delay: You need to reciprocate promptly -- though you may throw in as many other guests as you can manage. You may then discover that you are busy when this couple issues subsequent invitations.
Dear Miss Manners: Because of a chronic illness, I have to go to a clinic in an urban setting three to four times per week. Because street parking is difficult to obtain, the clinic offers valet parking. The valet ticket states that "gratuities are not required."
I had been using this valet service for about four months when, as the attendant brought my car back to me, he said that gratuities are not expected, but are very much appreciated. He said this in a very calm, professional, not at all demanding voice. I was taken aback and felt that it was forward, and I now have that little voice in my head suggesting that I am in the wrong.
Should I be tipping the valet for my doctor's appointments and therapies? It certainly wouldn't be a large imposition to give $1 per park, but I honestly thought that it wasn't required.
You can hardly be faulted for taking the posted sign literally, although it is, upon closer reading, not particularly helpful.
Some medical facilities ban tipping because they pay parking attendants a living wage, and do not want patients with medical conditions to forgo using the valet because of the cost. Others are out to make a buck and do not much care if the staff feels the same way. Some post ambiguous signs, presumably to have it both ways.
You could ask your doctor, if you think the hospital's policy is different from the attendant's. Or you could decide for yourself. Miss Manners wishes she could be more helpful, but she finds tipping an abhorrent practice -- used so often as a way of shifting the responsibility of providing decent wages.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: She's afraid of highways. Her husband says she's 'crazy.'
Husband is threatening to sell his wife's car over her newly developed fear of driving on a highway.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-09-19
Dear Eric: I am a 63-year-old female who has been married for 45 years to a wonderful man. We've been blessed with a great relationship but the last two years I've developed a phobia about riding or driving a car on the highway. I'm fine on city streets and residential streets, but when getting on the highways I have started to have extreme fear and anxiety to the point of full-blown panic attacks.
This angers my husband immensely. He tells me "I'm crazy" and that I need to "pull up my big girl panties." He's also called me some vile names which I can't repeat here. I know it's irrational and I can't understand why it is happening. He's now threatening to sell my car, even though I have no trouble driving to the store, doctor's office, hair salon, etc.
I don't have insurance that covers mental health issues, and I've priced counselors, but frankly we can't afford it as we are retired and on a very limited budget. My doctor doesn't want to put me on anxiety meds as she believes they are addictive and suggests I "just breathe" to combat this. I'm at a loss what to do. Any suggestions?
-- Rough Road
Road: It's possible your husband's abusive language and behavior is making your anxiety worse.
Anxiety latches on to anything that it can, so perhaps there's something else you're struggling with and it's showing up in the car. Regardless, your husband should be supporting you, not calling you names. The National Domestic Violence Hotline can point you to local resources for relief from the way your husband is treating you. Just because he doesn't understand what's happening to you, doesn't mean it's not happening. His behavior is what's irrational; you're approaching this situation with concern and a solution-focused mindset. Don't let him touch your car keys.
Also, please get a second medical opinion about the anxiety medication. Many doctors would disagree with your doctor's views.
With regard to therapy, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration is a great resource for finding free or low-cost counseling and support groups. I also recommend the books "Mindfulness" by Mark Williams and Danny Penman and "The Anxiety & Phobia Workbook" by Edmund J. Bourne. It takes some detective work and a lot of hard internal work to get through this. It also takes time and patience. But relief is possible. Anyone who isn't along for that ride with you needs to get out of the car.
Dear Eric: I have teen nieces and nephews who have been misled by their grandma -- my husband's mother -- to believe everything my husband and I have will go to them someday.
I told my niece that my pearls would go back to my mom's side of the family since I have young siblings and no kids right now. She ran off to her grandma in tears. How dare I disappoint her young teen hopes, evidently, of pearls from remote Pacific islands.
I have a will written out that outlines where my effects should go. I know the kids learned to be greedy from their grandma and are just parroting her, but it's a real turnoff to be around young adults who beg from you before they work for things. Deep in my heart I want to tell the little cusses that I bought my jewelry with money I made from my career being paid 30 percent less than a man, and I'll be darned if I hand a pennyweight of it to my in-laws. I feel really bad that these kids assume they are the center of the universe and that we will pile gifts on them just like gram and granddad do!
How do we shut down Grandma's rule-by-rumor as the nieces and nephews see a glimmer of jewelry and assume, loudly and openly, that all will be theirs? Or do we bother?
-- Glittering Auntie
Glittering: Oh, you should definitely bother. If your impulse is to use sparkling language to set your nieces and nephews right, do it. They certainly don't have any problem grave-robbing from the living; how else will they learn that their grandma's assumptions don't ring true for you?
Your mother-in-law is setting an unhealthy precedent. I'd guess this is part of a larger obstacle in the relationship you two have. It might be worth addressing her expectations with her. She could be mistaken about where your jewelry came from, or she could just be running roughshod over your personal desires. Either way, you can tell her, politely, to stop clutching your pearls.
As to your nieces and nephews, they may not like what they hear but it's the truth. No one is entitled to an inheritance. And if they can't even remember your autonomy while you're alive, why would you bother to remember them in your will?
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: Are post-breakup conversations with ex-boyfriend a bad idea?
This letter writer wants clarification on why five-year boyfriend abruptly called things off.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-09-19

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I was with my boyfriend for five years. I moved to a new state to be with him. We lived together until a short time ago.
A few weeks ago, he told me -- over the phone -- that he no longer wanted to be in a relationship with me. He tells me it's because our goals are different.
I have already called him twice just to hear his voice. We have set up a time to talk more, as I feel I need more of an explanation. Do you recommend doing this?
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: I'm sorry for the heartbreak.
After a long relationship, I think it's normal to have more than one post-breakup conversation to talk through the end.
Short of clearing up a major misunderstanding, I don't think this changes much. When one person wants a relationship to end, it ends. Parting couples talk mostly because the alternative is just so jarring: You're a part of each other's daily lives for years, then you never talk again? And you're still not entirely sure why?
Some people do prefer the one-and-done to a bunch of awkward and painful debriefs, but most struggle with a sense of unfinished business, which can outlast even the pain of a breakup.
Agreeing to talk can be a parting kindness toward the one being left, who matters. Let's call it a patient ... "availability" for follow-up questions once some of the biggest emotions have settled. Once or twice, not indeterminately ever after.
I won't encourage or discourage you here. The value will be in what you make of any conversation, how realistic you are and how honest he is. If it's just to be in his presence one more time, then cancel. But if you want to know what signs or opportunities you missed, then you might be glad you asked some difficult questions.
Dear Carolyn: I have a long history of not writing, or sometimes just not sending, thank-you notes. I know that this is inexcusable and that, as an adult, I am completely responsible for this deficit.
Although there can be legitimate reasons for the failure to express gratitude -- grief, illness, tragedy -- I don't believe any of these apply to me. How do I move forward in good faith with those I have neglected? I feel so bad about it, yet I don't know where to start. I'm sure my fear of judgment and criticism in general is at the core of my failure to get notes out, as are ADHD and general laziness, and low self-esteem.
-- Fatefully Ungrateful
Fatefully Ungrateful: ADHD is "illness," of a sort; it's an obstacle that isn't willful and not a choice.
So forgive yourself. Then email someone you feel you have wronged, and express the gratitude you wish you had expressed on the more excusable schedule, whatever you think that was.
If the specific thank-you feels silly, then maybe explain that you haven't always been good about saying proper thank-yous for things people have done for you, but "I think often of you and how kind you have been to me, so I am taking this opportunity to thank you now. I am so grateful for your friendship/support over the years." Something like that.
It's not weird, there's no need for shame, it's just an expression of love and gratitude in the time frame and form you have available to you. And it's enough.
Letting go of the timelines we've already blown and focusing on the message is a gift to ourselves as well as to others. Otherwise, you're saying, "Better never than late."
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How do I tell my kids I enjoy marijuana? Hax readers give advice.
A parent who uses marijuana occasionally doesn't want to hide it from the kids or contradict their school's anti-drug message.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-09-18

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: I am wondering how to tell my children -- when the time is right -- that I enjoy marijuana. I eat a gummy a couple of times a month, and I do this out of sight! They are told at school that drugs are bad (and drugs are inappropriate for them, as teens). I don't want to contradict important teaching.
I also don't want to hide something that is perfectly okay! And legal (in some states). The longer this goes, the more I am hiding! What do I do?
-- Hiding
Hiding: I enjoy marijuana and my kids are teens. We have talked about the effect it can have on a developing brain. We have also talked about how a lot of things are not black and white -- that it can be bad for you at certain ages but okay at others. We discussed why the teaching they get is one-sided and the importance of keeping kids from doing something that could be harmful at their ages. We also discussed how it can be bad for some people and can have really bad impacts, but it can really help others. Lastly, we discussed why I am totally open to discussing their concerns about my use.
It has worked for us and the discussion is still open. My kids feel comfortable telling me about friends who use and what their thoughts are about it. I recommend having a well-thought-out discussion and soliciting their thoughts and questions. And wait until they are old enough to have that conversation in a thoughtful way if you think they aren't quite there yet.
-- Legal In My State
Hiding: It's difficult to answer this question without knowing if cannabis is legal in your state. If it is legal, then just tell them what adults have been telling children about alcohol for decades: it's legal for adults, it's pleasurable, but there's potential for harm when used by people whose brains are still developing. You're an adult and enjoy a little cannabis now and then, as they may choose to do when they're adults.
If cannabis is not legal in your state, then please think hard before role-modeling selective obedience to the law. If you get to decide that pot prohibition is unjust so you're not going to obey your state's cannabis laws, then don't be surprised if your kids feel liberated by your disclosure to disobey laws they decide are unjust.
-- Vernacula
Hiding: Better to tell them than to have them stumble upon it in a hiding spot (much like I did in high school after going through the D.A.R.E. program -- gasp!). I did keep this information to myself as I knew my other parent would freak out. I confronted them years later and explained there was no judgment now that I was older and understood how beneficial it can be for many people (including myself for pain!). I could see the relief but wish we had been able to have this conversation sooner.
Just be certain to let them know how to make their own informed decisions, use tested and quality products, and be careful to watch for psychological side effects or medication interactions -- not every person can tolerate marijuana for different reasons. A parent being more open than shameful leads to more honest dialogue that allows kids to ask questions or seek advice.
-- 2nd Gen
Hiding: There's a difference between hiding and privacy. As a parent, there is nothing wrong with saying or doing something in private that you would not say or do in front of your children. In fact, maintaining a proper boundary between our adult life and our parent role is one of the hallmarks of good parenting. And as our kids get older, we make adjustments based on our comfort level, their maturity and what we feel would be helpful for them to know.
You definitely don't have to tell your kids anything until they ask. If they do ask, you can say, "That's an interesting question. Why do you want to know?" and listen to what their concerns are and address those. At any point, you can set whatever boundaries you choose. You can respond anywhere from "That's private" to "That's a very grown-up question. When you are a bit more grown-up, we will talk about it." Or, "Yes, I've done it from time to time. As a parent, I didn't think it is appropriate to do it around you. As a child, I don't think it's a good choice for you to make right now because [insert your reason here]."
-- Partner in Parenting
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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The 10 best oyster happy hours in the D.C. area
Feast on fresh local oysters -- as low as $1 each! -- after work or during late-night specials.
By Fritz Hahn | 2024-09-18
Oysters have always been the jewels of the Chesapeake Bay watershed: In a book about the Jamestown colony, original settler George Percy describes how, in 1607, oysters "lay on the ground as thicke as stones" and were "very large and delicate in taste." In Civil War Washington, abundant oysters on the half shell provided a cheap, satisfying meal for citizens and soldiers at the city's many taverns, while fancier seafood restaurants served them to politicians, including President Abraham Lincoln. (Honest Abe apparently preferred his cooked rather than raw.)
While the bay's oyster harvests have risen, crashed and rebounded over the past century and a half, metal trays full of ice and oysters remain a staple at D.C. seafood restaurants and a favorite happy hour snack. We're now into September, and although the old rule about eating oysters only in months containing an "r" is outdated, there's something about cooler weather that makes the smack of a briny oyster sharper, or a sweet, buttery oyster more rich and satisfying, especially with a cold beverage.
Here are a few of our favorite destinations for slurps and sips after work.
When: Monday from 3 to 9 p.m., Tuesday through Sunday from 3 to 6 p.m.
Cost per oyster: $1, minimum of six.
All Set's daily happy hour is a throwback to the oyster happy hours that flourished a decade ago: the rare place where you can still stop in after work and have six sweet oysters and a beer for less than $10 before tax and tip. The restaurant is located in the bottom floor of a Silver Spring office building, just far enough off the main drag that the crowd is full of regulars who greet the bartender by name. The decor is bland, but the bar is welcoming. There's not much choice with the oysters -- the menu just reads "Today's Selection" -- and they're accompanied by a quartet of miniature squeeze bottles holding peppery hot sauce and the usual accompaniments. Drink specials include cans of PBR ($3) or Atlas pilsner ($5), or a selection of cocktails such as a lemon drop martini ($8) or a basil and mint gin rickey ($9). On Mondays, happy hour runs until last call, leaving more time to explore the rest of the deals -- maybe thick wooden skewers of jerk-marinated salmon, or spicy chorizo shrimp with grilled bread.
8630 Fenton St., Silver Spring. allsetrestaurant.com.
When: Wednesday through Friday from 5 to 7 p.m., Saturday from 3 to 5 p.m., Sunday from 3 p.m. to midnight.
Cost per oyster: $2, minimum of 12.
The brick-walled, dimly lit tavern above 14th Street's Pearl Dive Oyster Palace has the right vibe for meeting friends after work, whether in one of the deep, semiprivate booths or at the tiered round tables, which offer a convenient place to rest your platter of oysters. A recent happy hour order featured a minimum of 12 local oysters -- they were plump, meaty and free of shell, served with hot sauce and the usual accoutrements. Black Jack is part of Jeff Black's local seafood empire -- he also owns Black's in Bethesda and BlackSalt restaurant and fish market in the Palisades -- and the experience shows. The only downside: The round metal tray was placed in front of us with no identification of the oysters. (From the menu we were given later, both Maryland and Virginia were represented.) The happy hour menu also features grilled oysters with red chili butter.
Wash the food down with cocktails including a flavorful, but not juicy, orange crush or a dry gin martini ($8 each); a glass of rose or sparkling wine ($6 each); or any of the nine beers on tap, such as Union Duckpin or RAR Nanticoke Nectar ($5 each).
1612 14th St. NW. blackjackdc.com.

Happy hour on the patio of Boundary Stone. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


When: Any time Boundary Stone is open. But it's best when paired with Boundary Stone's existing happy hour, which runs from 5 to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday and includes pints of local beer for $5 to $7 and wines by the glass for $7.
Cost per oyster: $1.56 (if ordered in a quantity of 18 for $28) or $1.67 (if ordered in a quantity of three for $5 or six for $10).
Boundary Stone's fish and chips are pretty good, but you probably don't think of the homey Bloomingdale tavern as a destination for fresh seafood. That could change, though, with its new oyster deal, billed as "the cheapest oysters in town." Technically, it's not a happy hour, as it's offered at all times, but the oysters are priced to move. That, on its face, might give you pause: Are these marked down to get rid of them before they're thrown out? No, according to general manager Tucker Gray: "People know Boundary Stone for the honey hot chicken and brunch, but summer was the perfect time to highlight our oysters and make them more affordable than ever. Though some folks wondered about the quality of oysters at this price, we never scaled back on the quality in tandem with the price cut. We still proudly serve premium East Coast oysters from [seafood company] Capital Seaboard." My happy hour companion and I did note that some of the oysters weren't conventionally attractive -- knobby and mottled, one or two with pebbles attached to the shell at odd angles. If these were seconds because of the aesthetics, there was nothing wrong with the taste.
116 Rhode Island Ave. NW. boundarystonedc.com.

Reginald Douglas dines on oysters at Hank's Oyster Bar in D.C. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


When: Hours vary by location. Dupont Circle: Monday through Thursday from 4 to 7 p.m. and Friday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Alexandria: Tuesday through Friday from 4 to 6 p.m. The Wharf: Monday through Friday from 3 to 6 p.m.
Cost per oyster: $2.50.
The three branches of Jamie Leeds's seafood chain each have their charms. People watching at the Wharf. Basking on the rooftop in north Old Town. But for our money, the best combination of happy hour specials and aesthetics is at the original in Dupont Circle -- specifically, at Q Street, a pop-up bar just outside the back door of Hank's, reached by strolling down the alley off 17th Street NW between Agora and Fox and Hounds. The grass walls, bright colors, comfy patio furniture and upbeat music make up for the tables being sometimes a little too close together, and the vibes outshine those of the indoor bar, as long as it's not raining. The oyster selection rotates and on our last visit included two options from Virginia: Nansemond River and Watch House Points. We originally ordered the Nansemond Rivers, and our server suggested that, if we liked salty oysters, we try the Watch House. The server wasn't wrong. Oysters are just one piece of the happy hour puzzle, which also includes fried oyster or shrimp sliders ($7 to $8), bacon deviled eggs ($7), and tempura-fried shishito peppers ($10), plus $6 beers, $7 house wines (including sparkling and sparkling rose options) and a $10 punch of the day. The only downer is that Q Street opens at 4 p.m. Fridays, so if you want to enjoy the lunchtime happy hour, you have to do so at the indoor bar.
1624 Q St. NW; 818 N. St. Asaph St., Alexandria; 701 Wharf St. SW. hanksoysterbar.com.

A rare moment when the bar at Joe's Seafood, Prime Steak & Stone Crab in D.C. isn't packed. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


When: Daily from 2:30 to 6 p.m.
Cost per oyster: $1.92. The selection might vary, but on our visit, it was six for $11.50.
Joe's has simply one of the best happy hours to be found anywhere in D.C. The stately marble-and-mahogany bar, housed in a converted bank hall, made our list of the best cocktail deals in town last year, but we're just as happy to recommend stopping in for lobster deviled eggs and a glass of wine ($7 to $12.50) or half-price oysters and a draft beer ($4). The selection rotates, and a visit last month brought briny oysters from Wellfleet, Mass.; Katama Bay, Mass.; and Raspberry Point, Prince Edward Island, with cute wooden signs in the tray showing where different varieties began -- almost as cute as the tiny bottle of hot sauce accompanying the order. Just show up early: There's lots of talk about weeknight happy hours dying off downtown, but trying to find a seat at Joe's bar or the adjacent tall tables can be impossible, especially later in the week.
750 15th St. NW. joes.net.
When: Tuesday through Friday until 6 p.m., Saturday and Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m., and Friday and Saturday from 10 to 11 p.m.
Cost per oyster: $1.75, minimum of six.
Named for a much-loved motorcycle-riding cat (no, really) and run by the owners of Silver Spring's Zinnia and the Takoma Beverage Co. down the street, Motorkat quickly became a Takoma Park favorite after replacing Republic on the neighborhood's main drag last year. Like Republic, Motorkat has a raw bar at its heart. Sample your way through four or five varieties of Chesapeake Bay oysters, ticking off choices on an order form. No matter what, always opt for the charred onion mignonette instead of the usual red wine version. Also, don't overlook the very good, very dirty gin martini, which is $8, or less than the price of five oysters. I wouldn't blame anyone for choosing $5 Tollhouse Pils, a crispy lager brewed for Zinnia by Baltimore's Union Brewing, or a nice $7 glass of cava, but there's something about the martini that pairs perfectly with the saltier Virginia oysters, like Sea Stones from War Shore.
6939 Laurel Ave., Takoma Park. motorkat.com.

Shuckers prepare orders for customers at the oyster bar at Old Ebbitt Grill. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


When: Daily from 3 to 5 p.m. and 11 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Cost per oyster: $2.33 ($27.99 per dozen) or $2.67 ($15.99 per half dozen).
The Old Ebbitt and sister restaurant Clyde's have the most storied oyster happy hours in town: Many locals' first experience with discounted oysters came through the late-night happy hours, with deals such as the legendary Orca Platter -- a multitiered seafood tower with a one-pound lobster and a dozen each of Jonah crab claws, clams, oysters and shrimp. (A decade ago, it cost less than $50; now, with a different configuration and no claws, it will set you back $164.99.) The menu at the Old Ebbitt features an "Oyster Eater's Bill of Rights," which includes such promises as getting the oysters to a customer within five minutes of opening. The selection leans heavily on oysters from New England and Canada. There is a separate oyster bar among the maze of seating and drinking areas, of course, but I will always be partial to the intimate Corner Bar, with its Chesapeake hunt country vibes, vintage decoys overhead and oil paintings on the wall, or the lavishly decorated Grant's Bar, where an elaborate fresco covers the ceiling and groups cluster around the handsome heavy wood bars. The crowds for the late-night happy hour are younger and livelier -- post-theater and post-concert, not the tourists who stop in early, carrying bags from White House souvenir shops -- but service remains stellar at all times.
675 15th St. NW. ebbitt.com.
When: Monday through Friday from 4 to 7 p.m.
Cost per oyster: $1.92 ($23 for a dozen) or $2 ($12 for a half dozen).
The D.C. branch of P.J. Clarke's inherited some of the 1940s saloon vibes from the New York City original -- vintage lamps, red-and-white checkerboard tablecloths, a forest of dark wood -- but added some Washingtonian touches, including large paintings of presidents Theodore and Franklin D. Roosevelt. The raw bar, located behind the heavy wooden bar counter, remains a focal point, packed with oysters from Prince Edward Island, Maine and Massachusetts on our last visit, as well as the Chesapeake. Squeeze into the bar area to order a mixed selection of six or 12. They pair well with $5 draft beers from breweries including DC Brau and Bells; a half dozen $8 cocktails, with an old-fashioned and espresso martini as the standouts; and six wines for $8 each. Try to arrive early, or you'll find yourself eating while standing up instead of perching at one of the corner tables.
1600 K St. NW. pjclarkes.com.
When: Monday through Friday from 4 to 6 p.m.
Cost per oyster: $2, minimum of six.
Rappahannock Oyster Bar has a distinct advantage over the other restaurants on this list: It's operated by the Rappahannock Oyster Company, which harvests its own oysters from different locations in Virginia waters. Co-owner Travis Croxton says the company ships oysters to the Wharf multiple times per week, with oysters often arriving the next day. It's hard to get fresher than that. Rappahannock offers three signature varieties: the exquisitely briny Olde Salts; the sweet, delicate Rappahannocks; and the delightful Rochambeaus, which fall in the middle of the spectrum. There are Olde Salt clams, too, for $1.50 each, which bring the salty essence to a different variety of shellfish. (If you get tired of seafood, the crispy fries, dusted with Old Bay and dipped into a malty aioli, offer a nice crunch.) Drinks, for $7, are fine, including a DC Brau salt-and-lime lager and a white wine with a nice minerality that complements the oysters. One warning: The long, rectangular bar sits inside a building resembling a curious fusion of greenhouse and shucking shed, and when it's packed, it's loud.
1150 Maine Ave. SW. rroysters.com.

Oysters at the Salt Line in Arlington. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


When: Hours vary by location. D.C.: Monday through Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m. and Friday from noon to 6 p.m. Ballston: Monday from 3 to 7 p.m. and Tuesday through Friday from 4 to 6 p.m. Bethesda: daily after 9:30 p.m.
Cost per oyster: $1.75-$3, depending on location. In Virginia, oysters are six for $18 ($3) or 12 for $30 ($2.50). In Maryland and D.C., oysters are half price, which, based on a recent visit, makes them $1.75 or $2 each.
The Salt Line likes to keep one foot in the Chesapeake and one in New England. Diners can order local soft-shell crabs and buttered lobster rolls, paired with lagers from the Eastern Shore or IPAs from Maine. Each of its three locations has a different vibe and, crucially, a different happy hour. Ballston and Navy Yard are pretty similar, with two-hour blocks most weekdays and one extended day (Monday in Arlington, Friday in D.C.). Bethesda takes the classic Clyde's and Old Ebbitt approach, with deals offered from 9:30 to close daily. No matter the address, expect a selection of local bivalves, including its own Dancing Molly, a sweet, plump variety grown on Maryland's Eastern Shore, along with beers ($4 to $8), cocktails ($10 to $12) and wines ($9 to $10), though again, prices and selection vary by location. The location across from Nationals Park has a spacious outdoor area and Anacostia River views, but it can be packed on game days, making the Ballston restaurant, with its large patio bar, the safest bet.
79 Potomac Ave. SE; 4040 Wilson Dr., Arlington; 7284 Woodmont Ave., Bethesda. thesaltline.com.
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Cooking chat: How do you bring hardened honey back to life?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-09-18

(Marlena Sloss/The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Want to add more vegetables to your meal? 'Put a salad on it.'
Give pasta with shrimp, toasted garlic and arugula a nutrition boost with a handful of arugula.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-09-18

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


In the spirit of "put an egg on it," the here-to-stay trend that turns, say, a plate of vegetables or toast into a more balanced meal, I'd like to propose "put a salad on it." A pile of greens on top of hot food not only adds colorful freshness to the plate, but it also rounds out the meal the way a side salad would, but with minimal effort and no extra dishes.
I discovered this at home one busy weeknight when I was serving a batch of spaghetti and meatballs to my husband and daughter. I had some arugula on hand that I had intended to put into the sauce on the stove to wilt, but at the last minute, I switched gears and mounded the fresh greens on top of each plate of pasta, drizzled each with olive oil and sprinkled with salt. We all enjoyed what we called the "salad pasta" so much, it became a regular thing. I started piling various salad greens onto other dishes, such as pizzas and bowls of stew.
Get the recipe: Penne With Shrimp, Toasted Garlic and Arugula

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This dish applies "put a salad on it" to one of my go-to rush-hour meals: pasta with shrimp and toasted garlic. The driving flavor of the dish is thinly sliced garlic, which is cooked in olive oil over low heat until it turns golden and develops a deep, toasty flavor.
Then, fresh tomatoes are added to soften and release their juices, followed by shrimp, lemon zest and some red pepper flakes. Everything cooks together until the shrimp is pink and succulent, the tomatoes collapse, and the mixture is nice and saucy. The cooked pasta gets tossed in until it's coated with that lovely sauce. (I went with penne for this recipe, but you could use any shape you like, and whatever type of pasta you prefer, such as regular, whole-wheat or bean-based.)
Once the pasta is plated, each portion is crowned with a handful of fresh arugula, a drizzle of olive oil, a squeeze of lemon juice and a sprinkle of flaky salt. The tower of greens not only balances the meal nutritionally, but it also adds contrasting freshness to the hot pasta, and makes an attractive and unexpected garnish. Once you try it, I bet you'll start thinking of more dishes calling out to you to "put a salad on it."
Get the recipe: Penne With Shrimp, Toasted Garlic and Arugula
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The 30 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Explore the H Street Festival, discover new artists in Arlington and Hyattsville, and immerse yourself in the Latin American Film Festival.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-09-19
This weekend sees some of Washington's favorite traditions return, including the H Street Festival, a street party with more than a mile of live music and entertainment, vendors, and sidewalk beer gardens. It brings the reincarnation of the legendary HFStival concert, now at a new location and without the trailblazing radio station that created the series. And it's time for the 35th annual Latin American Film Festival, where screenings of Oscar contenders might be followed by embassy-sponsored parties and Q&As with filmmakers.
There are also outdoor art festivals, museum events for families, activations for public art, and a chance to talk like pirates and sing along to sea shanties.
Munich's Oktoberfest begins Saturday and runs through Oct. 6. We published an extensive guide to local Oktoberfest options last week. Some are included below, but that story contains a longer list of participating bars, restaurants, breweries and street festivals.
Latin American Film Festival at AFI Silver
Films from more than 20 countries are featured in the 35th edition of the Latin American Film Festival, which runs at the AFI Silver Theatre in Silver Spring for the next three weeks. But this is about more than settling in with popcorn. You don't just watch "In the Summers," which took the U.S. dramatic grand jury prize at the Sundance Film Festival in January, you get a Q&A session with filmmaker Alessandra Lacorazza afterward (Sunday at 3:20 p.m.). You don't just savor the magical best-friends drama "Don't You Let Me Go," which earned Uruguayan filmmakers Ana Guevara and Leticia Jorge the Nora Ephron Award at this year's Tribeca Film Festival -- you get to discuss it at a post-screening reception with food and drinks sponsored by the Embassy of Uruguay (Tuesday at 7:10 p.m.). The subject matter is just as wide-ranging, from documentaries to political thrillers to an experimental film about the ancient Greek poet Sappho. For film buffs, there are multiple U.S. premieres, and chances to preview official 2025 Oscar selections from Colombia and Costa Rica, too. Through Oct. 10. $15 per film; all-access pass $200.
Pirate Invasion at Rams Head On Stage
Ahoy, me hearties: 'Tis once again Talk Like a Pirate Day, and any scurvy bilge rats who don't be mindin' their "Avasts" and "Arrrrs" will be made to walk the plank. Especially at Rams Head Tavern, where the fun-loving cosplayers of the Maryland Renaissance Festival have organized a "Pirate Invasion" at Rams Head On Stage, featuring Irish tunes, sea shanties, drinking songs and yo-ho-ho-ing with Ren Fest veterans the Hooligans, the Bards, Madwitch and the Adventurers. Singing along is encouraged. Stuffed parrots are optional. Talking like a pirate is required. 7:30 p.m. $22.50.
Atlas Brew Works Oktoberfest kickoff
Each of Atlas Brew Works' three area taprooms is hosting an Oktoberfest party, even though the brewery's Festbier and Marzen both went on tap in August. The common thread is $5 Festbiers all day at each location, with commemorative mugs for sale for an additional fee, while both the Navy Yard and Alexandria locations have live polka music from 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 a.m. at Navy Yard, Friday from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. at Alexandria, Saturday from 1 to 9 p.m. at Ivy City. Free.
Flavors of American Lamb at Mess Hall
Chef Rose Previte, owner of Michelin-starred Maydan, Compass Rose and Kirby Club, is hosting a showcase and celebration of lamb dishes. The evening includes cooking demonstrations, custom spice tin making, an interactive cocktail-making session and, yes, lots of lamb-centric eats. There's also a welcome cocktail and unlimited wine and beer. Participants can take home a copy of Previte's "Maydan" cookbook and a goody bag (hint: It's more lamb). The event is 21 and up. 6 to 9 p.m. $75.
Atlantic Festival at the Wharf
Hear from speakers such as Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, former speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, political strategist Kellyanne Conway, filmmaker Noah Hawley and actress Anna Deavere Smith, moderated in two days of conversations by Atlantic staff at the magazine's Southeast headquarters. Can't make it in person? Virtual passes are free. Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. $225 for festival pass; $150 for stage and screen pass; free for virtual pass.
NoMa in Color's Last Dance of Summer at Alethia Tanner Park
No, you're not seeing things if a favorite mural along the Metropolitan Branch Trail has changed or disappeared this week: The annual NoMa in Color festival gives a fun fall glow-up to 13 public artworks along the popular running/biking/walking/brewery-hopping trail. Get a peek at the new art and make some of your own at the neighborhood's free Last Dance of Summer party. Artists lead tours of their creations, and painter Luther Wright leads a session that allows the community to contribute, too. DJ 2-Tone Jones and singer-songwriter Reesa Renee provide the soundtrack to an evening of breakdancing, roller skating, voguing lessons, jewelry making, tarot readings and interactive screen printing. Browse a market with 20 local makers, or sip beers in Right Proper's pop-up beer garden. Reservations are appreciated but not required. 4 to 8 p.m. Free.
Hast du Feuer's 2nd Anniversary
In the past two years, Hast du Feuer has become one of D.C.'s most exciting DJ collectives, connecting the dots of underground dance music -- between sounds and scenes, across borders and oceans -- at area clubs, warehouses and gallery spaces. This anniversary party returns the crew to its longtime home above a restaurant in Chinatown with DJ sets from DJ Rum and Livwutang, live performances by D.C. reps Sir E.U. and Dolo Percussion, lighting and art installations, and more. 10 p.m. $40.
Cumbia Heights at Comet Ping Pong
Cumbia Heights, a loose group of 10 or so members hailing from Mexico, Colombia, Chile, Peru and, in the United States, Texas and Louisiana, brings a wall of Latin sounds to the stage of Comet's back room. The name is a nod to Columbia Heights, one of D.C.'s most Hispanic neighborhoods, where many of the members lived and met. 10 p.m. $25-$30.
Oktoberfest at Wunder Garten
Wunder Garten is marking its 10th Oktoberfest this year by doing all the things that have served it so well over the past decade. Weekends are filled with live music, DJs, stein-holding contests and other games. Sunday afternoons bring Dogtoberfests, with pets in funny costumes. German beers are on tap in the main tent, while rows of benches fill the beer garden. There are photo props, too -- look for the Bavarian-themed Barbie and Ken boxes, scaled up to human size. The party starts with a keg tapping ceremony Sept. 20 and runs for four weeks, with special events throughout, such as Pridetoberfest with the Capital Pride Alliance on Oct. 3. Through Oct. 13. Free.
Port City Brewing Company Wunderfest and races
A weekend at Port City in Alexandria begins Friday night with Oktoberfest 5K and 10K races, benefiting NOVA Rugby. Saturday's Wunderfest features a selection of German beers (the first is $1 with the purchase of a ceramic stein), stein-holding and costume contests, live music from Justin Trawick and the Common Good and Jones Point, lawn games, and food trucks including Haute Dogs. Friday from 5:30 to 8 p.m. and Saturday from noon to 6 p.m. portcitybrewing.com. Races $40-$55; Saturday entry free.
H Street Festival
The H Street Festival bills itself as "D.C.'s best-kept secret," but it sometimes feels like half the city's population has poured into the massive block party, which stretches from Third to 15th streets NE. Every block or two brings another stage -- 10 in all -- filled with live music, fashion shows, drag shows, karaoke, dance performances, DJs or family entertainment. There are kids' zones, interactive art displays, vendors and booths from local nonprofits to check out while wandering a mile from end to end. Give yourself plenty of time to explore, or just find a seat at a restaurant beer garden and watch the world go by. Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Middleburg Oktoberfest
Middleburg's fourth Oktoberfest has added a new attraction: corgi races, right in the middle of South Madison Street. The festivities feature live music and traditional dancing in a pair of beer gardens, local beer and wine, German food, wagon rides and a moon bounce for kids, and stein-holding contests for adults. There's also a marketplace with artists and makers. A map of free parking locations is available on the event website. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Free.
Oktoberfest at Dacha Beer Garden
Dacha throws two separate parties on the first day of Oktoberfest. The original Shaw location starts at noon, with the tapping of a keg of Weihenstephan -- Dacha offers at least a half-dozen drafts from the Bavarian brewery year-round -- and a free beer for everyone in German outfits. The big party happens at its riverside Navy Yard location at 2 p.m., where "Queen of Oktoberfest" Manuela Horn hosts a high-energy party with singing, dancing, a pretzel-eating contest, a glass-boot-holding contest and a German spelling bee. Dogs in costume are welcome. Specials, music and events continue for several weeks. Noon and 2 p.m. Free.
HFStival at Nationals Park
Throughout the 1990s and early 2000s, HFStival was the biggest concert of the summer. Sponsored by local alternative rock radio station WHFS, it brought tens of thousands of rock fans to RFK Stadium to see headliners like the Foo Fighters, the Cure, the Prodigy and INXS, and up-and-comers including Interpol, Modest Mouse and Fall Out Boy. The radio station may be just a memory, but the concert lives on, thanks to promoter I.M.P., the parent company of 9:30 Club and the Anthem. It's at a baseball stadium instead of a crumbling football stadium, but the lineup promises a day of partying like it's 1999, thanks to the Violent Femmes, Liz Phair, Bush, Tonic and the Postal Service, which recently announced it was going on indefinite hiatus after this tour. Gates at 10:30 a.m.; concert at noon. $99-$250.
Baygrass Festival at Sandy Point State Park
For fans of bluegrass and Americana, it doesn't get much better than the Baygrass Festival. Featured artists over two days include Oteil Burbridge's Oteil and Friends and Leftover Salmon (Saturday) and the Infamous Stringdusters and Kitchen Dwellers (Sunday), alongside a dozen other artists. The setting, at Sandy Point State Park, offers gorgeous views of the Chesapeake Bay. There's yoga on the sand, as well as swimming (weather permitting); workshops that include oyster shucking or a talk with Bluegrass Hall of Famer Sam Bush; a space with games and crafts for kids; beach games and bars; and food vendors offering crab cakes and wood-fired pizzas. Saturday and Sunday from 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Adults $155 per day; $225 two-day pass. VIP $325-$525.
Arlington Visual Art Studio Tour
Discover the artsy side of Arlington during the seventh annual self-guided Arlington Visual Art Studio Tour, when almost 60 artists across the county (and Falls Church) invite the public into their workspaces to see and learn more about their process. The tour spans a weekend, with studios in southeast Arlington opening Saturday and studios in northwest Arlington open on Sunday. The event officially launches Friday night with a reception at the Museum of Contemporary Art Arlington Innovation Studio in Pentagon City from 5 to 7 p.m., which includes a meet-and-greet with artists. Print guides are available in art galleries, libraries and other locations across the county, but the Studio Tour's website also has maps and directories, where you can check out artists who work in all sorts of media, including rubber stamps, ceramic, oil and tar, acrylics, and calligraphy. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Downtown Hyattsville Arts Festival
Hyattsville becomes an open-air gallery during the annual Downtown Hyattsville Art Festival -- a 15-year-old celebration also known as Arts and Ales. More than 100 juried artisans are featured at the outdoor gathering, with scarves and quilts, oil paintings and pottery, jewelry and woodwork, photographs and works in glass. There are hands-on craft activities sponsored by the Pyramid Atlantic Art Center and Art Works Now, because who doesn't want to take home their own prints, and a display of fancifully decorated art cars. Bands perform throughout the day; family activities are included; a beer garden features hometown hero Franklins, the Brewer's Art and Maryland Meadworks; and local restaurants and food trucks sell the makings of a picnic. Arrive early (10 a.m.) for a walking tour of Hyattsville's popular public art; stick around after the festival for an outdoor dance party. Noon to 6 p.m. $15 suggested donation for walking tour.
Chuseok Family Festival at Museum of Asian Art
The Korean Cultural Center is joining forces with the Smithsonian Museum of Asian Art to celebrate the Korean fall harvest holiday Chuseok (also called Korean Thanksgiving). The day features live performances, arts and craft workshops, a "hanbok" clothing try-on and photo area, a traditional ancestral tribute display, Korean food talks and cooking demonstrations, scavenger hunts, story times, Korean-style food vendors, and guided gallery talks and tours. The event is free, but registration is encouraged. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Black Cat Anniversary Party
The Black Cat is rolling back the years -- and the ticket prices! -- to the 1990s for its 31st birthday party, which features a live set from organ-fueled garage/psych-rockers Des Demonas; dance music spun by DJs Baby Alcatraz and Just-in-Time; and the premiere of a documentary about the club's 30th anniversary weekend, with footage of Ex Hex, Velocity Girl, Ted Leo, Gray Matter and other acts. The real flashback: Look out for $4 and $5 drink specials. 7 p.m. $5 in advance, $10 day of show.
'An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama' at the National Museum of Asian Art
A famous medieval Persian manuscript will be on display until early next year at the National Museum of Asian Art, offering visitors a rare opportunity to see 25 folios from the Shahnama, or "Book of Kings," known as Iran's national epic. The exhibition "An Epic of Kings: The Great Mongol Shahnama" in the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery is the first of its kind to present these monumental paintings alongside contemporaneous works from China, the Mediterranean and the Latin West to showcase how art and ideas began to flow throughout Eurasia in a new way during this time period. Through Jan. 12. Free.
End of Summer Bash at Hank's Oyster Bar at the Wharf
Mark the last full day of summer with a beach-inspired blowout at Hank's Oyster Bar's waterfront location. Tickets include an all-you-can-eat spread of crab cake sliders, fried oysters, grilled oysters and shrimp, barbecue chicken and ribs, deviled eggs, street corn, and sides, with adult beverages for purchase. Former NFL player and current football analyst Brian Mitchell is the special guest, and proceeds benefit the Washington DC Ride for Autism and disABILITIES. 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. $75-$100.
Get Flee Marketplace at the Sandlot Georgetown
Vintage, home goods and streetwear sellers are offering rows of racks at the outdoor Georgetown venue. Expect a live DJ and light refreshments available for purchase. Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Free.
Montgomery Parks Ale Trail at Lake Needwood
Some Oktoberfest events include a volksmarch -- a noncompetitive group walk that's an excellent form of exercise. Montgomery County Parks has its own version, dubbed the Ale Trail: a 2.5-mile hike at Lake Needwood with a convenient beer garden halfway through. Start in the main festival area, with lawn games, food and beer vendors, live music, and tree-climbing for kids, before setting out for the Needwood Mansion, where you'll find a pop-up beer garden, live music and family archaeology activities. Seven local breweries, including Babycat and Waredaca, are joined by food trucks like Catalyst Hot Dogs and Lavish Ice Cream. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free.
Bluejacket Oktoberfest
Few breweries take Oktoberfest as seriously as Bluejacket, which serves 10 German styles, including festbier, Marzen and smoked Helles lager, in its Navy Yard taproom, while the Alpine Players perform traditional music and the kitchen sends out pork schnitzel, knackwurst and other German treats. Purchase beer in a one-liter mug and you can take the glass home. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Free.
Oktoberfest at the Old Stein Inn
For more than four decades, the Old Stein has been Edgewater's oasis for lovers of hearty German food and beer. Its large, terraced beer garden hosts live music on Sundays throughout Oktoberfest, including strolling accordion players and lederhosen-clad small groups. Inside, the kitchen serves sauerbraten, schnitzel and strudel. 2 to 6 p.m. Free.
'Remember When Katy Made Good Music' at Shakers
The zinger of the week comes from Shakers, which (like many, to be fair) is apparently not a fan of Katy Perry's recent singles "Woman's World" and "Lifetimes." To mark the release of Perry's new album, "143," the bar is hosting a throwback party where you're very likely to hear "I Kissed a Girl," "Ur So Gay," "Swish Swish" and other bangers, thanks to DJ Sidekick and performers Crimsyn, Citrine, Druex Sidora and Daya B. Tease. Doors open at 6 p.m. for drinks on the patio, and the show starts at 8, with dancing afterward. 6 p.m. Free.
Battle of the Barrel Aged Beers at Boundary Stone
Last year, Atlas Brew Works beat out five other local breweries in the 10th annual Battle of the Barrel Aged Beers competition at Boundary Stone, allowing it the honor of choosing the beer style for 2024. Atlas chose "double barrel," which means the beers were aged in a wooden barrel before being moved to a different barrel and aged even longer. Find out how Atlas does throwing down against Denizens, Port City and Right Proper at the Bloomingdale pub. Tickets include five-ounce pours of the four competing beers, a full pint of an Atlas beer, free food and, most importantly, a chance to vote for this year's champion. 5 to 9 p.m. $45.
Nabihah Iqbal at Quarry House Tavern
Nabihah Iqbal's "Dreamer" is an intimate album that lives up to its title. Whether unspooling hypnotic drones, wistful guitar melodies or half-sung, half-spoken lyrics recited through a haze of reverb, the British singer-songwriter creates a mood of hypnagogia as she evokes memories of synth-pop hits, nights at the rave and everything in between. 8:30 p.m. $15-$18.
Tiger Fork Night Market at Hi-Lawn
Tiger Fork's seasonal Hong Kong-inspired night market returns with stalls from 14 restaurants and chefs at the AstroTurf rooftop above Union Market, including Tiger Fork, Baan Mae and Love, Makoto; cultural demonstrations, including lion dances and kung fu; and DJs, karaoke and games. Tickets do not guarantee admission at a certain time -- entry is on a first-come, first-served basis on the night a ticket is good for. Organizers expect crowds to be smaller earlier and later in the evening. Wednesday and Thursday from 5 to 10:30 p.m. $5.
Lost City Books' Fall Salon at the Line D.C.
The Adams Morgan bookseller returns with the third installment of its quarterly reading series featuring local and visiting authors. This season's lineup includes Stephen Kearse ("Liquid Snakes"), Hanne Orstavik ("Cut"), Kim Addonizio ("Bukowski in a Sundress") and Kat Chow ("Seeing Ghosts: A Memoir"). Eat, drink, discover new authors and meet fellow book lovers at the historic hotel. The event is free, but get your tickets soon -- the last one filled up quickly. 7 to 9 p.m. Free.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/09/19/best-things-to-do-dc/



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Beauty -- and monstrosity -- are skin deep in 'The Substance'
Demi Moore plays an aging, egocentric star in this gonzo horror-comedy.
By Ty Burr | 2024-09-19

Demi Moore plays Elisabeth Sparkle, an A-list actress desperate to reverse the erosions of time, in "The Substance." (Mubi)


"Vanity of vanities; all is vanity," says the Good Book, and "The Substance" hastens to add a few more ingredients to the condemned's last meal: fears of aging, sins of the flesh, daytime exercise shows, the monstrous egotism of Hollywood stars, and buckets -- no, tsunamis -- of blood. And Demi Moore, fearlessly and hilariously biting the hand of the entertainment industry that made her.
The second feature written and directed by the nervy French filmmaker Coralie Fargeat ("Revenge") is most definitely not for the faint of heart, but if you like your moral fables served up with a liberating lack of restraint, here's your movie -- a cautionary tale that suggests an EC horror-comic version of a "Twilight Zone" retelling of "Sunset Boulevard." "The Substance" starts as a drama, but by the final act, it's become a gory gonzo comedy -- the logical end point of Botox Nation.
Moore plays Elisabeth Sparkle, an Oscar-winning, A-list actress whose star on Hollywood Boulevard we see tarnish into time-lapse neglect over the years in the film's neatly metaphorical opening sequence. By the time "The Substance" properly begins, Elisabeth is hosting a Jane Fonda-style workout show and is holding on to that job by a thread, since her boss -- a braying, misogynistic Dennis Quaid -- wants to jettison her for a newer model.
How desperate is Elisabeth to reverse her fortunes and the erosions of time? Enough to sign up for a mysterious rejuvenating regimen called the Substance without bothering to read the small print. The stuff promises "a new you," and that's what Elisabeth gets: a bloodily birthed clone of her younger self, renamed "Sue" -- just Sue -- and played by a vampy, vacant-eyed Margaret Qualley.
The catch? Each Elisabeth is allowed a week out in the world before having to switch places and recharge for a week, a schedule that eventually creates professional jealousy, a severe case of split personality and a decision to no longer follow the rules.
You know what happens in these movies when you don't follow the rules.

Margaret Qualley in "The Substance." (Mubi)


"The Substance" doesn't just court vulgarity, it gleefully rolls around in it. The movie shows us Elisabeth's sagging body through the character's own self-loathing eyes, and it pushes the camera into Sue's breasts and butt as she flaunts her stuff for Quaid's network boss, whose eyeballs practically bounce around on springs like a cartoon wolf's. Fargeat goes heavy on the fish-eye lenses and long, Kubrickian corridors; "The Substance" bludgeons a viewer with style well before the characters start bludgeoning each other.
Ironically, what saves the movie is its own excess. At a certain point -- around the time Elisabeth's canyon-top mansion gets trashed in a melee and one final plot twist ups the gross-out factor by a factor of 10 -- "The Substance" stands revealed as a splattery farce, in which literal geysers of blood coat the walls and our culture's worship of the body young and beautiful is given a high-spirited thrashing.
And the star? For an actor who has never shown much of a sense of humor about herself, Moore is remarkably and absolutely in on the joke. And why not? As a 61-year-old woman in an industry run by vain old men, she's lived it. If it's mildly distressing to see an actress of Qualley's smarts play an avaricious bimbo -- she stoops to conquer -- Moore more than makes up for it with her total commitment to Elisabeth's toxic insecurity, a need to be seen, and seen as forever young, that's as much an indictment of the culture that elevated her as the self-absorption that blinds her.
With wit, style and ruthlessness, Fargeat has made a movie that's an example of the soulless pop-culture object she's spoofing. That's asking a lot of some viewers, but others will be willing to follow Elisabeth and Sue far past the point of no return. "The Substance" cheekily suggests that the celebrities we adore will inevitably turn into the monsters we deserve.
R. At area theaters. Contains strong bloody violent content, gore, graphic nudity and language. 140 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Transformers One' is better than Bay, and that '80s show, too
This star-studded cartoon prequel has more stylish soul than Michael Bay's live-action version.
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-09-19

Chris Hemsworth lends his voice to Orion Pax/Optimus Prime in "Transformers One." (Paramount Pictures)


Check out this car trick. "Transformers One," an energetic charmer by director Josh Cooley ("Toy Story 4"), takes the brand that's been, variously, a trinket from Japan, a Saturday morning kids' show and a hyper-sexualized blockbuster franchise, and whip-whomp-whoops it into a cartoon about the human soul -- er, make that a sentient robot's spark plug -- that the guileless bipedal worker bots on planet Cybertron have been told they were born without.
Lacking their own glowing core, young energy miners Orion Pax (Chris Hemsworth) and D-16 (Brian Tyree Henry) are unable to aspire to a better life -- in short, to transform. When Orion, the more ambitious of the two, tried to pretzel himself into a Pontiac anyway, it didn't go well. "Took me three days to pry you open," D-16 groans.
This is a prequel. Orion and D-16 and their pals are fated to morph into characters you know, and the road there has some convincingly emotional turns. But really, the screenwriters Eric Pearson, Andrew Barrer and Gabriel Ferrari (yes, Ferrari) have stripped down the series's nonsensical mythology -- why in Henry Ford's name would an alien species hanker to look like a Mack truck? -- and rebuilt it around a purer philosophy. Here, the "auto" in Autobots stands for autonomy. Hey, whatever spins your wheels.
The film's style is a staggering improvement on the old '80s TV show, and even on the Michael Bay live-action version, which, for all its expensive CGI, felt like being rattled around in a second-grader's pencil box. Cinematographer Christopher Batty and the design team whisk us through an underground city named Iacon that's marvelously cluttered with skyscrapers sprouting from below and above like stalagmites and stalactites, with floating roads that unfurl mid-chase as though predicting where someone will steer.
Early on, there's a race that rumbles like the running of the bulls. Later, all these geometric angles are broken up by a flashback that whirls on-screen in a cloud of beautiful, soft dust.
When the low-status gang, now expanded by a line-toeing lady robot named Elita-1 (Scarlett Johansson) and a goofy blabbermouth named B-127 (Keegan-Michael Key), finds itself for the first time on Cybertron's surface, I had a thought that seemed at once plausible and absurd. Taking in its landscape of moody pastel skies and jagged spears of metal and rock overgrown by vines and purple-pink moss, I wondered: Is this Transformers movie inspired by Andrei Tarkovsky?

From left, D-16 (voice of Brian Tyree Henry), B-127 (Keegan-Michael Key), Elita-1 (Scarlett Johansson) and Orion Pax (Chris Hemsworth) in "Transformers One." (Paramount Pictures)


Cooley, who also co-wrote "Inside Out," makes sure his latest movie gets in at least one good dumb joke every scene, including a visual gag where Orion and D-16 appear to sleep upright in old-school portable phone chargers. In addition to hiring Jon Hamm and Steve Buscemi for this movie's villains, someone in the production must have thought it was awfully funny to cast "The Matrix's" Laurence Fishburne as an ancient gewgaw named Alpha Trion who, in an archived hologram, dramatically intones about a gizmo called the Matrix of Leadership.
That, of course, will be the thing everyone spends the film speeding around trying to find. The plotline unspools exactly as you'd expect, and it's gory as heck. (If motor oil were blood, this PG cartoon would be rated NC-17.) But the surprise here is how much of the quest is spiritual, too -- the story heavily invests in one character's gradual heel turn, which feels like a tragedy long before the climactic smashup.
It's not hard to imagine "Transformers One" connecting with preteens whose pubescent bodies can be as unwieldy as Orion's first, clumsy transformation, with wheels where he expects legs and arms where he expects wheels. It might even radicalize them to vow they'll never be a cog in a machine.
PG. At area theaters. Contains sci-fi violence, animated action and language. 103 minutes.
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Playing Abe Lincoln at Ford's Theatre? Scott Bakula is taking the leap.
Scott Bakula, the prolific TV actor of "Quantum Leap" and "NCIS: New Orleans" fame, caps a year back onstage with the starring role in "Mister Lincoln."
By Thomas Floyd | 2024-09-19

Scott Bakula stars as Abraham Lincoln in the solo play "Mister Lincoln" at Ford's Theatre. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Scott Bakula, the actor celebrated for playing a time-traveling, persona-hopping physicist in "Quantum Leap," fittingly sees his screen career as something of an out-of-body experience.
The St. Louis-raised son of a lawyer father and schoolteacher mother, Bakula didn't envision acting as more than a hobby until he dropped out of the University of Kansas and moved to New York to pursue work onstage in his early 20s. His focus remained firmly in the theater during those lean early years, when he was scraping together $150 a month to pay the rent on his studio apartment. Even now, as a small-screen stalwart with around 500 episodes of television on his resume, Bakula identifies as a theater actor back in his element after a lengthy (and fruitful) detour.
Consider his 2024 output: After heading off-Broadway to star in the new musical "The Connector" and returning to his summer stock roots by playing the main role in a New Hampshire revival of "Man of La Mancha," Bakula is capping his year with a uniquely audacious undertaking: the titular role in Herbert Mitgang's 1979 solo play "Mister Lincoln." And the venue? That would be Ford's Theatre.
"I've always said I'm going to end my career back where I started: on the stage," Bakula says, before adding with a wry smile: "This is, 'Be careful what you wish for.'"
Sporting athleisure and a tousled mop of graying hair, Bakula exudes boyish enthusiasm for his craft during a recent break from rehearsal at the National Union Building in downtown D.C. Rest has been sparse for the 69-year-old actor -- he zipped straight from the final performance of "La Mancha" to the first rehearsal for "Mister Lincoln," with a single travel day in between -- but Bakula figures he'll have time to recharge once the play's three-week run ends Oct. 13.

Bakula rehearses for "Mister Lincoln," his third stage production of 2024. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)



Antique books are used for props. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


"I think, at heart, he's a theater guy," Ford's Theatre Director Paul R. Tetreault says. "I think that he lucked out and fell into some amazing television projects, and every great theater person should be able to have that just to give themselves some comfort and some retirement ability. But at the end of the day, he loves the theater."
Bakula traces that adoration to childhood experiences catching "The Wizard of Oz" and "Show Boat" at the Muny in St. Louis and listening to his parents' "Cabaret" and "Mame" cast albums, as well as his performing debut as a 13-year-old singing the title role in "Amahl and the Night Visitors" at his Presbyterian church. After moving to New York, he plugged away at touring productions, regional theater and other thankless acting gigs for the better part of a decade before breaking into Broadway in his late 20s.
By the time Bakula landed the lead in "Quantum Leap," shortly after his Tony-nominated turn in the intimate musical "Romance/Romance," his onstage experience had given him the tools to spearhead the sci-fi procedural from 1989 to 1993.
"And most people won't do" theater, Bakula says, "because everybody now just wants to go fast famous."
Pivoting from Dr. Samuel Beckett in "Quantum Leap" to Captain Jonathan Archer in "Star Trek: Enterprise," and from Terry Elliott in "Men of a Certain Age" to Special Agent Dwayne Pride in "NCIS: New Orleans," Bakula got in the habit of booking years-long leading man gigs. All the while, stage work went on the back burner. After Bakula made his West End debut in 2011's "Terrible Advice," his seven-season "NCIS" run forced him to turn down many an offer to return to theater.
"Those were painful at times," Bakula says. "But you've got to be careful. [I thought,] 'I have a great job. I'm making really good money, and I'm going to ride this. People would die to be on this series that I'm doing, and having that kind of security and that kind of opportunity.' So you try and stay a little bit humble in it."
Although Bakula has an ongoing relationship with Ford's -- he starred in a 2006 revival of "Shenandoah" and has hosted several galas for the theater over the years -- Tetreault glanced at the actor's suddenly-packed theater itinerary and assumed he'd pass on "Mister Lincoln." But beyond the obvious allure of taking a crack at such a towering figure, Bakula was interested, amid the ever-divisive election-year discourse, in shining a light on Lincoln as a bipartisan ideal to strive toward.
"I liken [Lincoln] to Joe Biden a lot, in that Joe Biden is a lifetime politician who walked the walk, in my opinion," Bakula says of the outgoing president. "He invited people in from both sides, he worked with everybody, and he made that his goal in order to get things done. Lincoln was famous for having people in his Cabinet that were against him, that he ran against, all these kinds of things, because he wanted the best man for the job or he liked somebody that would give him pushback."

"Although Scott's body of work exhibits tremendous range, people see him as a leading man of TV that only is expected to play these heroic parts," says "Mister Lincoln" director Jose Carrasquillo, second from right. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


While the script does include grandiose recitations of the Emancipation Proclamation and Gettysburg Address, Bakula also notes it's Mitgang's understated portrayal of Lincoln the man -- not the myth -- that attracted him to the part. Recounting his humble origins, zigzagging political trajectory and reverberating presidency, this version of Lincoln trades in doubt and self-reflection.
"Although Scott's body of work exhibits tremendous range, people see him as a leading man of TV that only is expected to play these heroic parts," says Jose Carrasquillo, the production's director. "One of the things this role requires is an actor who's willing to show vulnerability and emotion ... and I think he's the perfect guy to do that because he has the chops to do it, and he's not afraid to do it."
If there was a silver lining to Bakula playing Lincoln immediately after "La Mancha," it was that he didn't have time to dwell on the part. When it comes to inhabiting the 16th president -- on a stage beneath the box where Lincoln was shot, 44 years since Roy Dotrice last performed the show at Ford's -- the weight of the role doesn't need any extra baggage.
Typically with this play, "the set is: Build Ford's Theatre inside somewhere and have a piece of the box as part of the set," Bakula says. So at Ford's, "it makes so much sense. Where else can the show take place?"
Ford's Theatre, 511 10th St NW. 888-616-0270. fords.org.
Dates: Sept. 20-Oct. 13.
Prices: $26-$53.
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'The Penguin' buries a gripping thriller in a cliched mob story
HBO's "The Penguin" obviously aims for Colin Farrell, reprising the role he played in 2022's "The Batman," to do for the Penguin what Heath Ledger did for the Joker.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-09-19

Colin Farrell stars in "The Penguin," which premieres Thursday on Max. (Macall Polay/Max)


"The Penguin" knows it isn't original. Showrunner Lauren LeFranc's eight-episode miniseries about the Gotham City villain's rise -- from mafia chauffeur to mob boss -- joins a robust lineup of Batman spinoffs so expansive there's even a prequel about Bruce Wayne's butler. This one obviously aims for Colin Farrell, reprising the role he played in 2022's "The Batman," to do for the Penguin what Heath Ledger did for the Joker. There's no dearth of ambition; in other words, this is an HBO production. The show looks good and bears all the hallmarks of a very particular (if increasingly hackneyed) model of prestigious TV in which popular stories are repackaged and retold, this time from the antagonist's point of view.
"The Penguin" picks up in the immediate aftermath of "The Batman." Mob boss Carmine Falcone has been murdered, sparking a succession crisis, and the residents of Crown Point (the poorest part of Gotham City) are struggling to survive after catastrophic flooding caused by the Riddler. Oswald Cobb (Farrell), an underboss for the Falcones, sees in the chaos an opportunity to stoke the ongoing rivalry between his bosses and another crime family, the Maronis (led by Clancy Brown as Salvatore Maroni and Shohreh Aghdashloo as his wife, Nadia). Egged on by his mother, Francis (Deirdre O'Connell), Cobb makes a play to seize power.
LeFranc understands the comparison she's inviting by introducing another schlubby, heavyset mobster obsessed with his domineering mother. James Gandolfini's Tony Soprano haunts this series, even if Cobb is an uglier and inferior copy. Does it matter, I wondered a couple of episodes in, that the show acknowledges that it's derivative? Even the title card, featuring a bold sans-serif font on a black background, feels like a riff on "The Godfather" rendered in "The Sopranos" red. But while "The Penguin" conjures a deliciously grimy, grungy, underground urban mood, there's not much actual world-building -- at least at first. That's partly because the series orbits two characters defined by their isolation. Still, the references can start to seem like a crutch. Allusions are fun, but you can't build a world by proxy.
The main characters in Cobb's universe are his mother; a sex worker named Eve with whom he's friendly (Carmen Ejogo); and a homeless kid named Victor (Rhenzy Feliz) whom Cobb catches in the act of trying to rob him -- and presses into service as a combination driver and lieutenant. Then there's Sofia Falcone (Cristin Milioti), the daughter of the murdered mob boss, who was until quite recently serving a 10-year stint at Arkham Asylum for a series of murders she was blamed for but did not commit. Sofia knows Cobb well; before she was locked up, he was her chauffeur.

Colin Farrell as the title character in "The Penguin." (Macall Polay/Max)


Unlike Tony, who had gobs of charm, Cobb is an unattractive protagonist. His greatest talent is working out, in real time, how best to manipulate people who find him contemptible and pathetic. That's a slight change from the comics. This version of the Penguin is neither dapper nor brilliant. He's not an ingenious inventor, or good with gadgets. It's impossible to imagine him masterminding a heist. The Penguin, here, is a crude instrument whose main advantage is that he seems slower and less brutal than he is.
He can, however, be a very hard worker. Farrell makes the character's speech, like his walk, painful and a little labored. There's not a lot of lightness in this series, so watching Cobb trudge through this bleak, hyper-referential mob story starts to feel a little laborious, too. It's tricky at first, partly because the show's pacing is odd. The underbosses are too generic to be interesting, and the rivalries amid the various elements of Gotham City's organized crime are as predictable as they are dull.
The biggest issue, however, is that Cobb isn't compelling enough to warrant sustained interest in his backstory. This last is key to the antihero formula: You've got to psychologize the villain, seduce the audience into accidental complicity and (this is optional) impugn society for creating him. I wilted a little at the prospect of having to witness, through flashbacks, the process by which yet another villain broke bad. Cobb isn't Tony Soprano. He simply isn't likable or clever enough to generate that kind of curiosity or suspense.
That's okay, the show says. What ultimately elevates "The Penguin" above some of its more transactional, not-especially-gripping violence is how definitively it establishes, by the last half of the season, that Cobb is not -- and cannot be -- the antihero of the show we thought we were watching. That revelation is, in its way, thrilling to witness. I won't go into details: Suffice to say a late-stage development crucially and successfully reframes "The Penguin" as a juicy psychological thriller rather than a middling mob story or a subpar antihero drama.

Cristin Milioti as Sofia Falcone in "The Penguin." (HBO)


The twist in question comes courtesy of the Penguin's main antagonist (and the show's most potent weapon), Sofia Falcone. The mob heiress, who spent her time in the asylum thinking about what she'd do when she got out, starts the series ready to unleash hell on everyone who framed her. She and Cobb spend several episodes circling each other, probing for weaknesses and a potential alliance. Their scenes together are electric. Milioti and Farrell have the opposite of chemistry; their sexless, burning antipathy is genuinely original and totally fascinating to watch.
Milioti renders Sofia as perceptive and eerily girlish. Her mastery of her unusual face -- big-eyed, small-mouthed -- is downright Olympian. Gamin and predatory, she can cycle through a series of microexpressions with astonishing speed or sustain a single mood for so long it goes from worryingly intense to downright creepy. Farrell's physical transformation into Cobb is of course remarkable; he and the makeup department deserve all the accolades they'll no doubt receive. But Milioti's is the performance that really sticks with you.
"The Penguin" is billed as a limited series, but the finale feels like it's setting up a second season. Were the show to continue, it may pose a problem that Cobb and Sofia's relationship burns with an intensity that its workaday mob plots can't quite match. Comic book adaptations usually try to smuggle in a few meditations on society, or injustice, or good and evil. "The Penguin" dabbles in moral philosophy here and there (with Sofia's plot, especially), but the series feels like a thesis on hatred rather than criminality. It is weakest whenever it wanders onto sociological terrain. What few attempts there are to thematize inequality, for example, fail to convince, partly because the show's engagement with the plight of the poor is almost as shallow as Cobb's. Every character in Gotham City besides the Penguin, Sofia and Cobb's mother is paper-thin (that unfortunately includes Vic, Cobb's destitute sidekick, who doubles as his main interlocutor).
If, on the other hand, "The Penguin" sticks to just this one season, I'd call it interesting but imperfect. The finale feels like a cliffhanger, not a conclusion, and the show's boldest experiment (in genre terms) is just getting off the ground. As executed, the show buries a gripping and genuinely inventive psychological duel in a leaden, paint-by-numbers mob story.
Luckily, for those of us craving more Milioti, there's hope -- in this franchise especially -- for future spinoffs.
The Penguin (eight episodes) premieres Sept. 19 on Max. The second episode streams Sept. 29 and subsequent episodes stream weekly on Sundays.
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How 'ER' helped me confront death
The medical drama's first episode aired 30 years ago today. 
By Kristen Radtke Radtke | 2024-09-19
The first episode of "ER" aired 30 years ago today, but the episode was actually written by Michael Crichton in 1974. No one wanted to produce it -- studios thought it moved too fast and was filled with too much medical jargon. NBC finally picked it up after the success of "Jurassic Park."
I saw a few episodes of "ER" while channel-surfing as a child, but I never watched it intentionally until adulthood, when it took hold of me in a way I couldn't really explain to myself or to my friends. Unlike the '90s, when I was beholden to whatever was airing live on my family's single television, I was now living through an era of objectively excellent TV, filled with so much else to watch. But for over a year, I didn't watch the current TV that spurred thinkpieces and online discourse: I just watched "ER," over and over again. I'm still not totally sure why, except that I'm afraid of death, and "ER" confronted death straight on.
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'The Golden Bachelorette' recap: The reality of men and women dating after 60
"The Golden Bachelorette" continues the franchise, but older men have advantages that older women don't.
By Roxanne Roberts | 2024-09-19

Joan Vassos, star of "The Golden Bachelorette." (Gilles Mingasson/Disney)


Here's something you don't see every day: Two dozen charming, single men wooing a 61-year-old woman.
She's lovely, of course: warm, welcoming, adventurous. Joan Vassos -- a tall, willowy blonde -- is the star of "The Golden Bachelorette," ABC's newest addition to the wildly popular reality dating franchise, which debuted Wednesday night. The private school administrator from Rockville, Md., was a contestant on last year's "The Golden Bachelor," in which 22 women ages 60 to 75 competed for a second chance at love.
The TV gods have decreed that a Golden Bachelor must be followed by a Golden Bachelorette. But don't be fooled: A reality show about a group of older women chasing after an eligible man is much more realistic than the reverse. The stakes of this show are very different; the real reality is that it is harder for senior women to find love than men of the same age.
"The Golden Bachelor" was a hit for the network and for older women who were portrayed not just as mothers and grandmothers, but also as romantic, sexy love interests for 72-year-old widower Gerry Turner. Joan left the show early to help one of her daughters dealing with postpartum issues, which took her out of the competition but made her both relatable and a fan favorite. Gerry went on to propose to 70-year-old contestant Theresa Nist: Their wedding was broadcast live in January, followed by a surprisingly abrupt divorce announcement in April.
By this point in "Bachelor" history, the real surprise is that any relationship survives after the cameras turn off. The entire process is compressed into a whirlwind of brief encounters, romantic longing and outsize emotions. (The last "Bachelorette" star, Jenn Tran, got engaged, dumped and ghosted after her season ended earlier this month; turns out her ex-fiance was not the person she believed he was.)
But the "Golden" franchise runs on hope: hope for a another chance, hope that the right person happens to be cast on the show, hope that the final two people standing will somehow beat the "Bachelor" odds and live happily ever after.

One of the 24 men vying for Joan. (Gilles Mingasson/Disney)


So Joan is back, along with 24 single, age-appropriate men vying for her hand, including Mark Anderson, the father of Kelsey, who found love with "Bachelor" Joey this spring.
"This is a crazy journey, but people find love in lots of different ways," Joan tells her suitors in the premiere. "I don't know if I'm being naive, but I think it could really work."
Married for 32 years and widowed in 2021, the mother of four and grandmother of three says she felt "invisible" until she went on "The Golden Bachelor." Her selection as the first older bachelorette is supposed to be inspirational for anyone else in her strappy-gold shoes. "This journey isn't about just me," she says on the show. "It's about people like me everywhere."
One can root for Joan -- brave enough to put her love life in front of millions, hope it works out -- and still think this show is different from its predecessor. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, there are more women than men over 60, and that gap gets larger as they get older. The contestants on "The Golden Bachelor" went on a reality dating show because, they said, it was difficult for senior women to date, much less find a partner.

Contestants on "The Golden Bachelorette." (Ricky Middlesworth/Disney)


The men on "The Golden Bachelorette" are handsome, charming, fun -- and looking for love and commitment. The fact of the matter is they have more options than attractive, charming women of the same age do. A 61-year-old man can date a women two decades younger and no one bats an eye; in fact, they get praise when they choose an "age-appropriate" partner. Some successful older men date and marry significantly younger women (72-year-old Bill Belichick, the former New England Patriots coach, is dating a 24-year-old), a phenomenon quite rare when the genders are reversed.
Most of the contestants vying for Joan are in their 60s. There's Pascal, the French salon owner; Kim, a retired naval captain; Chock, an insurance executive; Guy, an ER doctor; and many more. As one contestant puts it, "Joan's going to have her work cut out for her because there's no shortage of stallions in the stable from which to choose."
All in all, they seem like pretty good guys -- decent, playful, self-aware. "Our brains think we're 25," Keith says. "Our bodies are like, 'No, you're not.'" Some are widowed, some are divorced, and they are open about their grief at losing a spouse or loneliness after a failed marriage.
Many say they applied for the show at the urging of their daughters who were fans of the franchise; a few are self-described girl dads. Near the end of the premiere, the cast is surprised by videos of their families sending love and encouragement; it's very sweet and the men get teary-eyed.
Like all the "Bachelor" premieres, there are contrived gimmicks, gifts and games: One man rides up on a horse, another pulls up in a vintage station wagon, another serenades Joan with "My Way." There's even a group pickleball scene with balls flying everywhere. The idea is to create a good impression; the taping always takes all night and everyone is exhausted by the first rose ceremony at dawn.
Joan praises them all before the first elimination with these words of comfort: "If you leave, you will have already won. You have shown the world that you have heart and you have a sense of adventure and that you're looking for love and you are doing it in your golden years. You're a great example to everyone. So I have faith and my hope for you, if you go home tonight, is that you will find love because you have put it out there in a huge way."
"The Golden Bachelor" was a hit because Bachelor Nation -- especially the daughters, the sisters, the moms -- believed that this might be the last shot at romance for most of the women on the show. The men on "The Golden Bachelorette" will get their 15 minutes of fame and, one presumes, lots of single older women hoping to date them when they get eliminated.
Something tells me the guys are going to be just fine.
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Diddy made hip-hop sparkle. His arrest tarnishes that legacy forever.
Sean "Diddy" Combs made hip-hop glimmer with a sense possibility. Was it only meant to distract us from years of alleged abuse? 
By Chris Richards | 2024-09-18

Sean Combs backstage during a taping of "Bad Boys of Comedy" in 2004. (Maler/Mediapunch/Shutterstock)


If Sean "Diddy" Combs really is one of the most powerful figures rap music will ever know, his power has been alchemical. Back in the '90s, he figured out how to turn concrete into gold, helping to transform the sound of New York hip-hop from something hard and rough into something sleek and shimmering. As an impresario, he heard starry magnetism in the voices of the Notorious B.I.G. and Mary J. Blige, and as a producer, he sampled the euphoric disco hits that his generation had grown up with, infusing rap with a new mood that allowed dreams of escapism, triumphalism, nostalgia and prosperity to effortlessly intertwine. Amid all the cash and sparkle, he unlocked the fundamental power of pop music itself: transposing pain into happiness.
Now the pain is back. Combs was arrested on Monday after a grand jury in New York indicted the 54-year-old music mogul on charges of sex trafficking and racketeering that date back well over a decade. A federal document unsealed on Tuesday outlines a disturbing list of allegations, many of them centered on the numerous sex parties that Combs referred to as "freak offs," during which drugged victims were forced to perform sexual acts so demanding that Combs's staff allegedly supplied them with IV fluids to help them recover from exhaustion and drug intake. Additionally, Combs and his associates are accused of narcotics distribution, arson and kidnapping -- all of which transforms the meaning of his work in ugly and permanent ways. His music's blinding shimmer now feels like its primary function was to conceal.
Maybe his entire career was designed that way. When Combs first started appearing on MTV in the mid-'90s alongside the Notorious B.I.G., it wasn't immediately clear whether he was the sidekick, the hype man, the creative partner or the mastermind. After Biggie was shot and killed in 1997, Combs elevated himself into the spotlight with "I'll Be Missing You," a requiem megahit -- made with the help of Biggie's widow, Faith Evans, and the group 112 -- that ultimately posited Combs as the tragedy's primary grief avatar. His reputation grew even blurrier after he was arrested following a galactically publicized nightclub shooting in 1999, but after being found not guilty, he rebranded himself, changing his rap name from Puff Daddy to P. Diddy in 2001. In the years that followed, Combs presented himself to the general public as both a sadist (he played a cruel industry coach on the MTV reality series "Making the Band," degrading contestants by making them walk miles to fetch him a slice of cheesecake), and an altruist (he founded the voter mobilization group Citizen Change in 2004, which became synonymous with its "Vote or Die" slogan). As a pop culture fixture and magnate, Combs remained unknowable and omnipresent. Only the most perversely enigmatic capitalist would name his television network Revolt.

Sean Combs onstage during the Concert for Diana at London's Wembley Stadium in 2007. (Matt Dunham/AP)


As the 21st century wore on, Combs's odyssey through the music business became more about business and less about music, but that was fine, so long as the back catalogue continued to age well. From the start, plenty of '90s rap purists dismissed Combs's productions as "shiny suit music," perhaps intuiting Combs's dazzling outfits as some kind of disguise. But the significance of his biggest hits has been ratified on dance floors the world over ever since: "Mo Money Mo Problems" with Biggie and Mase; the remix of "It's All About the Benjamins" with Biggie, Lil' Kim and the Lox; and so many more. Over time, shiny suit music has come to stand for aspiration and uplift. To have it so utterly trashed now is something worth grieving. It hurts to lose feel-good music in an exponentially feel-bad world.
But there's an even sadder, more mysterious pain around the music we'll never get to hear. Nearly 20 years ago, an especially promising pop singer named Cassie was putting the finishing touches on an auspicious debut album. Around that same time, she became Combs's protege and romantic partner. You'd think dating one of the most powerful figures in the music industry might bolster a career in popular music, but after the relative success of her excellent eponymous 2006 debut, Cassie's sophomore album never materialized. Instead, the singer disappeared into Combs's unknowable world, eventually ending the relationship in 2018 and, in November, filing suit against Combs in New York under the state's Adult Survivors Act, which allowed victims of abuse to sue beyond the statute of limitations within a limited window. The suit accused Combs of more than a decade of physical abuse, sex trafficking and rape.
Combs settled the case out of court overnight. That wasn't alchemical music power. It was something grievous and frightening -- the ability of a powerful man to make years of dehumanization vanish with a pen stroke. After Monday night's arrest, has that power finally reached its limits? Combs turned concrete into gold. Then he allegedly turned human beings into playthings. His music now sounds drained of its gleam and gloss. And there's no changing that.
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'Agatha All Along' star Kathryn Hahn casts an unforgettable spell
At 51, Kathryn Hahn is thriving. The "Agatha All Along" star once feared disappearing into "old-actress land" once she hit her 30s and early 40s.  
By Timothy Bella | 2024-09-18
LOS ANGELES -- The coyote isn't blinking. Neither is Kathryn Hahn, who is peeking over my shoulder and staring at the wild animal that's about 40 feet away. Our voices drop to a whisper. We're both wondering whether the coyote that's walking ominously close to a picnic area near Griffith Park would accept my chocolate scone or her feta frittata as a peace offering -- or if it enjoys handheld breakfast treats at all.
On this Wednesday morning in late August, the TV witch Agatha Harkness ("WandaVision") is now locked in a staring contest with a mountain coyote.
"God, that is really bold," she says from the other side of the picnic table.
It's not common for coyotes to attack people, but that doesn't stop Hahn from riffing on what it would be like for the animal to jump over the fence, tear my blazer to shreds and run away with the audio recorder in its mouth. "We'll never know what was said!" she says, speaking in a silly voice reminiscent of a 1940s movie star. Then, Hahn -- who can be seen in all her witchy glory on billboards all over town -- pauses and takes a breath to bask in the beauty of the beast.
"Isn't that amazing?" she asks, before letting out a giggle. "I feel like that's an auspicious sign."
This is part of the Kathryn Hahn experience: Something interesting and rewarding is bound to happen if you keep doing the work, but don't forget to look at what's around you. You know, in case a large coyote is staring at you.

"I have a lot of optimism, but it's almost like you have to fake it until you feel it, which is constant for me," Kathryn Hahn says. "Because it was a lot of rejection for a long, long time." (Evelyn Freja for The Washington Post) 


Over the past 25 years, Hahn has become Hollywood's definition of quiet consistency -- a Swiss Army knife of a character actor you probably took for granted when she was stealing scenes as the everywoman, the zany best friend or the quirky second fiddle in rom-coms like "How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days" and more raunchy fare such as "Anchorman" and "Step Brothers." A run of more nuanced roles in TV and film over the past decade in shows like "Transparent" and "Tiny Beautiful Things," however, vaulted Hahn from supporting roles to being what Vulture called "one of our great screen presences." The "Hahnassaince" has been in full swing ever since.
"She's the fancy espresso machine, but people take her for an instant pot of coffee," says Jac Schaeffer, the showrunner for "Agatha All Along" and "WandaVision." "And she can do both: She can be the instant coffee, and she can be the fanciest espresso drink with the beans that the cats in the jungle poop out. That is rare."

When Marvel came calling, Kathryn Hahn was surprised at how ambitious the Agatha Harkness character -- an ancient witch masquerading as a nosy neighbor -- felt to her. (Chuck Zlotnick/Marvel Television)


Hahn has gone mainstream since 2021, when she donned the purple cloak as Agatha Harkness in "WandaVision," complete with headlines about how she had stolen the show, a chart-topping theme song from her character's in-show sitcom and a winking Agatha meme that's an everyday presence on social media. Now, Hahn has her own spinoff series, "Agatha All Along," which premiered Wednesday on Disney Plus. "Beyond this show, she's one of the most interesting actors working today," says Elizabeth Olsen, a mainstay in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and star of "WandaVision."
"She truly is on the verge of laughter and tears when performing," Jay Duplass, her co-star on "Transparent," writes in an email. "I don't know where it comes from, but it takes courage to dance and guffaw and teeter on the precipice of humiliation."

Kathryn Hahn and Jay Duplass in the Amazon Studios dramedy "Transparent." Hahn, says Duplass, "is on the verge of laughter and tears when performing." (Jennifer Clasen/Amazon Studios/Everett Collection)


"I can't stop watching her," says Hahn's husband, Ethan Sandler, also a longtime actor. "I've been with her for 32 years, and I should be over the whole thing by now. But there's something about the way she is re-creating the human experience, in that her face can tell you seven different stories at once."
Actor Adam Scott says in a phone call that Hahn is the same person he saw enchant the audience in Los Angeles at a comedy showcase years before he played her jerk of a husband in "Step Brothers" and her political opponent in "Parks and Recreation": special and unusual in the best way.
"It is the most inevitable step that Kathryn is taking in becoming America's favorite actress because she wins everyone over," Scott says.
At 51, Hahn is thriving. This is odd for her, as she doubted her own professional survival for years. What would it be like if her fear of disappearing into "old-actress land" once she hit her 30s and 40s had become a reality? What if it had all fallen apart? The three-time Emmy nominee shakes her head in some disbelief that it didn't.
"I have a lot of optimism, but it's almost like you have to fake it until you feel it, which is constant for me," she says. "Because it was a lot of rejection for a long, long time."

From left, Joe Locke, Aubrey Plaza, Kathryn Hahn and Sasheer Zamata in "Agatha All Along." "She's the fancy espresso machine, but people take her for an instant pot of coffee," showrunner Jac Schaeffer says of Hahn. (Chuck Zlotnick/Marvel Television)


Before the "Hahnassaince," there were the "flailing years." It was a period in Hahn's life that tasted a lot like Parliament Lights. Many, many Parliament Lights.
Hahn was grateful to land steady work on the NBC series "Crossing Jordan," but the supporting roles she was taking felt hollow. Is this it? Is my window already closing? On the days she wasn't working, she'd slip into the same routine.
"I found myself buying a lot of magazines, and just chain-smoking and reading magazines. It felt real depressing," Hahn says, laughing and dropping her face onto her arms in embarrassment. She blushes, laughing hysterically as she refuses to guess how much money she spent on copies of the New Yorker, InStyle and People, and on cartons of cigarettes, and how she was stressing over whether she'd ever get the chance to do more than be the sidekick.
"I loved a Parliament Light because of the inverted filter -- absolutely disgusting," she says. "I just wanted to sit outside and do something. It was like, 'What am I doing?'"
The frustration was there, but Hahn kept doing the only thing she'd wanted to do since she was a girl in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, who got her first break talking to puppets on a children's show. The myth of Hahn began to take shape early. Sandler, who fell for her not long after they met at Northwestern, remembers how their group of actors in a 1998 summer theater program were told to run toward a wall as fast as they could and stop short of impact as part of a warm-up exercise. Hahn didn't exactly do that, slamming into the wall with enough force that she broke the big toe on her left foot. "I remember looking at her swollen toe thinking, 'This is not a metaphor. This is who she is,'" says Sandler, 51. "I don't remember her at any time being like, 'This sucks, when is it my turn?' She just worked her a-- off."
During a chemistry read with Kate Hudson for "How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days," Hudson's smile grew wider when Hahn took a phone call from a friend in the middle of the session. "I think I might have been the only other person who has done that, which is why immediately I was like, 'We're going to be best friends,'" Hudson says. "She didn't skip a beat. It was like, 'She's the one.'"

From left, Kathryn Hahn, Andrea Savage, Adam Scott, Mary Steenburgen and Richard Jenkins in the 2008 comedy "Step Brothers." "It is the most inevitable step that Kathryn is taking in becoming America's favorite actress because she wins everyone over," Scott says. (Columbia Pictures/Everett Collection)


Scott was nervous about improvising with Will Ferrell and John C. Reilly on the set of "Step Brothers," comparing the prospect to trying to learn the javelin at the Olympics. "I remember being constantly stressed out and panicking, and Kathryn just said, 'I almost got into an accident on the way to work because I was reading [comedic actor Del Close's book 'Truth in Comedy: The Manual of Improvisation'] while I was driving in traffic,'" Scott remembers. "I think it was an early lesson in trying to find out what Kathryn is doing and do that."
The work was consistent, but so was the typecasting: Quirky best friend. Pregnant best friend. Quirky mom best friend in either a happy or an unhappy marriage. It wasn't until 2009, when Hahn played a pregnant woman who keeps hiring a prostitute for good sex and even better conversation on HBO's "Hung," that she was able to move on from those repetitive parts -- sort of. "It was like this interesting shift to a new chapter from best friend to horny woman," she says.
Then, more than a decade ago, she started working with Joey Soloway, who directed her in the 2013 film "Afternoon Delight," in which Hahn plays a woman who takes her husband to a strip club to spice up their marriage, only to invite one of the strippers to work for her as a live-in nanny. That led to Soloway casting Hahn in Hulu's "Transparent" and Amazon Prime's "I Love Dick," and Hahn has seemingly never looked back.
"I definitely knew that something was shifting inside of me," Hahn says. "It felt like I didn't have to fit in or chase something that felt impossible."
When Marvel came calling, Hahn was surprised at how ambitious the Agatha Harkness character -- an ancient witch masquerading as a nosy neighbor -- felt to her, and by what she could do playing a character who is herself such a performer. "She was the epicenter of fun for the way she performed that role," Schaeffer says. "I saw it building. It was undeniable and so well deserved." Hahn is returning as Agatha at a time when the MCU is in a much different place than in 2021.

Kathryn Hahn, left, as Agnes, Elizabeth Olsen, center, as Wanda Maximoff and Paul Bettany as Vision in "WandaVision." Olsen calls Hahn "one of the most interesting actors working today." (Chuck Zlotnick/Marvel Studios)


Between a series of underperforming films, an oversaturation of mixed-quality TV shows and troubles with the creative direction of the Multiverse Saga on- and off-screen, the Marvel fatigue is real. Scaling back the number of projects and focusing on properties that have a better chance of being hits have brought immediate results, as evident in the billion-dollar box-office boom of "Deadpool and Wolverine" and the critical success of the animated series "X-Men '97." But questions remain about where the MCU is going, especially since it was announced that Robert Downey Jr. was being brought back to play the new Doctor Doom in the next "Avengers" film.
Hahn doesn't know what Marvel fatigue means for the reception of "Agatha All Along," or whether the show will offer a blueprint for the MCU's future on Disney Plus. She and Schaeffer are hopeful that fans will see the new series for what it is: a weird stepcousin of the MCU, a show that plays in its own corner of a massive sandbox and just wants to have fun.
"I want the show to succeed beyond anyone's wildest expectations," she says, "but you also have to surrender."

"It is time to stop being who you think other people want you to be and be yourself," Kathryn Hahn told Northwestern graduates in June. (Evelyn Freja for The Washington Post) 


There are many sounds to Kathryn Hahn. She can slip into a ridiculous voice for random asides. She admits to being nervous and self-conscious in interview settings -- "I don't know what I'm talking about" is uttered a few times -- but a disarmingly loud snort comes out when she genuinely thinks something is funny. In other situations, however, Hahn intends to put a smile on your face, her husband says -- and she knows how to do it. "Every cab or every Uber we've taken, she will burp like a grown man and then apologize profusely as though it's the first time it ever happened," Sandler says.
Her burps aren't restricted to ride-hailing scenarios. "She'll just burp and go, 'Oh, excuse me! Did I do that?,' and immediately everyone on set laughs," Olsen says. As part of her wrap gift for "WandaVision," Olsen wrote and recorded an Irish folk song for her co-star that referenced the bodily noise. "Her burping made it in," Olsen says.
"A lot of her best performances are punctuated with a loud fart," Soloway says. "She's a stunning, farting iconoclast."
True to form, Hahn predicts her immediate future, once she finishes her frittata and goes to kickboxing class. "I'm going to be burping feta cheese through all of my kicks," Hahn says. She again leans into the recorder and apologizes to her publicist, Bryna Rifkin: "Sorry, Bryna."

"I want the show to succeed beyond anyone's wildest expectations," Kathryn Hahn says of "Agatha All Along." (Chuck Zlotnick/Marvel Television)


The bodily function jokes belie Hahn's seriousness of purpose. She cites a saying she heard a while back about how life is like a Ferris wheel -- you will go up and you will go down, but you're always moving. This year has been no exception. Her father, Bill, died in March at 83, which was around the same time she was announced as the commencement speaker at Northwestern, her alma mater. Her message to the graduates in June was simple: It is time to stop being who you think other people want you to be and be yourself.
Right now, Hahn thinks she's close to the top of her own personal Ferris wheel. But she says it could be more perfect if she, Sandler and their two kids, Leonard and Mae, are able to go on a vacation somewhere they haven't been, eating and laughing together. More immediately, she'd like to pet the coyote, which has returned. Yes, it is still staring at her. And yes, she's staring back at it. Hahn has already won over humans -- why not coyotes?
"I still can't believe I have a job that I had dreamed about when I was a kid," she says. "There was never any other f---ing path for me, ever."
Hahn realizes she swore and makes one last request: "Don't tell Bryna."
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What if the American Dream were to leave?
In "Sojourners" at Round House Theatre, a young immigrant couple faces an uncertain future with one foot out the door.

By Naveen Kumar | 2024-09-18

Opa Adeyemo (Ukpong) and Billie Krishawn (Abasiama) in "Sojourners" at Round House Theatre. (Margot Schulman)


Everyone we meet in "Sojourners" is lonely and longs for a different kind of life, even the newlyweds about to welcome one into the world. The first in a nine-play cycle by Mfoniso Udofia about a family of Nigerian American immigrants, "Sojourners" brims with restlessness for a better future that no one is certain will come.
The most put-upon yet determined among them is Abasiama, played by Billie Krishawn, whose bottled-lightning performance is reason enough to see this show at Round House Theatre. Known as Ama for short, she's caught in the conundrum of a woman who doesn't suffer fools saddled with a fool for a husband. Ama and Ukpong (Opa Adeyemo) were arranged in marriage by their fathers and sent to the United States to attend school, start a family and return home.
But Ukpong, seduced by the novelties of a foreign culture, spends most of his time listening to Motown records and guzzling Guinness as if it's water in the desert. He stumbles upon a civil rights rally and saunters into their cramped apartment bristling with excitement. (It's 1978 and the couple is studying in Houston.) But he proves to be a wanderer without purpose even when the most obvious one is pregnant and exhausted, glaring him in the face.
Ama, who supports them both as a gas station attendant, is a compass for lost souls in need of direction. When Moxie (Renea S. Brown) strides up to the station, miles of leg between her platform heels and Daisy Dukes, she asks for a job application as an off-ramp from prostitution (costumes are by Ivania Stack). She and Ama develop an unlikely friendship forged in mutual disappointment with pleasure-seeking men who wreak havoc on their bodies (Ama regularly doubles over her belly in pain).

Renea S. Brown (Moxie) and Billie Krishawn (Abasiama) in "Sojourners" at Round House Theatre. (Margot Schulman)


The other lost traveler is Disciple (Kambi Gathesa), who approaches the station with an empty gas can and feels called to duty by women he perceives to be in need. We've met him before, surrounded by crumpled pages and grappling with writer's block (the production's rotating set is by Paige Hathaway). Also a student from Nigeria, he's drafting a dissertation on how migration patterns may deliver on the country's promise. While Ama's husband is astray, meeting her fuels these other two out of stasis and into action.
"Sojourners," directed here by Valerie Curtis-Newton, introduces Ama as the foundational matriarch in Udofia's play cycle, and she's a formidable force. (Round House has commissioned another play in the series to be staged at a later date; the full cycle will be presented in the Boston area over the next two years.) Despite Ama's immense fortitude, her vulnerability is never far from the surface.
Krishawn's performance as Ama is a marvel. Shining with tears that Ama calls "purposeless water," her eyes deliver piercing rebukes. She can convey steely skepticism and fraught anxiety with a single freighted glance. It's fitting for a first chapter that when it ends, Ama is the one we want to follow through the door.
The other figures in "Sojourners," though, hew perilously close to cliche, particularly the sex worker with a heart of gold (who earned her on-the-nose nickname Moxie as a girl) and the deadbeat dad-to-be drowning in booze. There was a knowingness presumed by the groans from the mostly White audience on opening night -- when Moxie appeared battered by a john, for example, or Ukpong rolled another empty bottle beneath the couch -- that made me wonder whether the characters complicate or reinforce stereotypes.
The warmth of the actors, in any case, lends an aching humanity to the production, which is best when the setting stands still and relationships begin to deepen in the second act. The sisterhood that takes root between the women and across cultures is especially lovely, a genuine bit of tenderness amid uncertainty. If that's all anyone asked of life, it would be enough.
Sojourners, through Oct. 6 at Round House Theatre in Bethesda. 2 hours, 15 minutes including intermission. roundhousetheatre.org.
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A magical show about a birthday, meteor showers and loss
"Oh My Heart, Oh My Home" arrives at Studio Theatre after originating at the Edinburgh Fringe.
By Trey Graham | 2024-09-18

Casey Jay Andrews in "Oh My Heart, Oh My Home," playing at Studio Theatre through Sept. 22. (Late Cut Media)


There are the bare elements of theater -- a story, some language, a few choices about light and sound, tricks of timing and pacing and tone, motions in merely physical space, and exchanges of energy that rise into the realms of the metaphysical -- and then there are the alchemists who glean and sift these things, choosing what to conjure with them. And I do mean conjure: When spell and spellcaster are truly suited, the result is purest sorcery. So it is with the storyteller Casey Jay Andrews and "Oh My Heart, Oh My Home," her surpassingly moving meditation on loss and keeping, place and (im)permanence, family and distance -- oh, and shooting stars, too.
Nothing about this show is big, and no one strand of its spell-weaving is singularly arresting. The story, sad and sweet, centers on Freddy, a woman retreating from her isolating city life to the cozy small-town home she once shared with her grandparents, where she intends to celebrate her birthday with a viewing of the Leonid meteor showers -- an annual set of celestial fireworks that explodes into something exponentially showier once every 33 years or so.
Freddy's grandmother has long since passed, though her spirit still very much animates the house that her widower maintains as a kind of unshowy shrine to the life they lived well together. But something is different on this visit: Freddy, who came into this world during the last of those Leonid superstorms more than three decades ago, feels something brewing as she and her grandfather turn their eyes to the sky for another. Both the long night and the unsettled morning after will bring upheavals beyond the astrophysical ones.
Directed by Dominic Allen and Steve McCourt, "Oh My Heart, Oh My Home" originated at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, and it remains an intimate enterprise in the fourth-floor black-box space at the Studio Theatre. A writer-performer operating in an easy, unfussy key, Andrews works largely solo among a few sticks of modest furniture arranged around a carpet and a table on which stands a handsome dollhouse.

The set of "Oh My Heart, Oh My Home." (Late Cut Media)


The dollhouse unfolds on itself under her quiet ministrations; projections (by Andrews with Rachel Sampley) transform bits of it into swirling night skies or a swathe of hillside marked with a lonely tree. Ambient lighting (Sampley again) swells and dims along with haunting melodies performed live by Jack Brett, who's parked at a bank of mics and synths and mixers. (George Jennings is credited as Brett's co-composer.) Andrews joins in the soundscape-making from time to time, drifting to a laptop on the set's opposite flank to cue a change of atmospherics or to lay on a gentle line of vocal harmony.
So far, so moody. What elevates "Oh My Heart, Oh My Home" into something approaching sublimity isn't its small-scale homespun spectacle. And it's not the clever-clever moments -- the narrative studded with bits of wonkery like what distinguishes a meteorite from a meteoroid (or how easily one could extinguish us all in an eyeblink), plus lyrical sidebars on, say, the improbably beautiful thing that happened when the city of Melbourne, Australia, assigned individual email addresses to 72,000 trees.
Ultimately, it's the sheer heart-cracking grace with which all of these curious elements hang together in the cat's cradle of Andrews's lithe language. It's the miraculous way strings of fairly ordinary words, aptly selected and deftly delivered, keep flowering into chords of feeling, the way every element of the production conspires to coax the audience inexorably in the direction of wonder and ache, when it could all so easily curdle or cloy. I don't know that "Oh My Heart" is profound, exactly, but then I don't know that it particularly wants to be. I do know it's luminous and it's fragile and it's made of the simplest of magicks -- and that it's a rare and graceful thing.
Oh My Heart, Oh My Home, through Sept. 22 at Studio Theatre in Washington. About 1 hour without intermission. studiotheatre.org.
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